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Concerted Preaching of Fundamental Truths. 

W HEN R. W. Dale ("'Dale of Birm-. 
inghani '' ), the world-famed Cm~­
gregational preacher, beg.an his 

ministry at Carr's Lane, he decided to give 
due attention to teaching. He says that a 
friend of his, a middle-aged minister, wish­
ing to tender good advice, spoke thus to 
him : "I hear that you are preaching doc­
trinal sermons to the cong regation at Ca.rr's 
Lane; they will not stand it.' ' "I ans_wered,'' 
\\"rote Dale, ' 'T'hey will have to stand it.' '. 
The temper and form of the reply, Dr. 
D_ale acknowledged in later years, might be 
open to reproach ; but, he said, "the concep­
tion o f the ministry which it expressed was_ 
I believe, a just one, as far as it went." 

There are folk .who object to "doctrine,'' 
thinking of dry-as-dust th~ological state­
ments. But ''doctrine" is simply "teaching ." 
There is no scriptural preaching or instruc­
t ion where doctrine is ignored. An in­
formed Christian people in the pews is as 
essential as is soundness of faith and elo­
quence in the pulpit. 

We are apt too lightly to assume that 
people know the primary facts of the Gos­
pel, or that church members know well the 
first principles of the Gospel of Christ, or 
the distinctive position which churches 
known simply .as churches of Christ occupy. 
But it is not so. There is ever a changing 
audience, new converts are always being 
added, and for each new group care ful 
instruction i~ needed. Aye, and it is .needed 
for the older groups too who have either 
been slow to learn, or, as wt .all, are prone 
to forget. In any case our Lord J esus in 
his commission instructed his disciples both 
to preach and to teach. The faithful fol­
lower has no option. 

A company of our Victorian preachers, 
in their recent camp conference at Upwey, 
discussed the necessity of preaching the 
great fundamentals of t~1e faith and o f care­
fully instructing the membership of the 
church in the truths of God's word. T hey 
decided that it would be a good thing if :i 

concerted effort were made in our congrega­
tions to prea.ch on ·' the fundamentals'' or 
" first principles," and the following reso­
lution ,vas carried:-

0n cso1vcd lhat s ince the second quart{'r's les­
sons in lliblc School an• lo be on 'First Prin-

ciplcs' we suggest lo the Executive Committee 
the desirability of a concerted tenching effort in 
a ll our churches to ]ll'Oclailn afresh the great 
funda1i1cntals of our faith and the distinctive 
teaching of our churches." 

A sub-committee was appointed to draw 
up a syllabus of subjects. The list of 
selected themes, toget'her with brief notes 
giving suggestive treatment, was submitted 
to the Conference Executive Committee and 
received its endorsement. Following are 
the suggested dates and subjects for morn­
ing and evening services: 

SECTION 1.-FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS. 

Mar. 19- The New Testament Idea of God. 
The Heavenly Father. 

Mar. 26-Thc Christian a'lld His Bible. 
The Word of God. 

Apr. 2-The Christ of the New Testament. 
The Son of God. 

Apr. 9- The Cross in _Jhe New Testament. 
Why the Cross? 

Apr. 16-Thc Empty Tomb. 
The Risen Christ. 

SECTION 2.-BUILDING HIS CHURCH. 
Apr. 23_-Witncsses for Christ. 

The Divine Marching Orders. 
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Apr. 30- Thc Message of the Ascension. 
The Baptism of the Lord's Commission. 

May 7-Thc Source of Power. 
The Gospel of the First Days. 

May 14-Worshipping with the First Church. 
The Church that Jesus Built. 

SECTION 3.-RESTORlNG THE NEW 
TEST AMENT· IDEALS. 

May 21-In Organisation and SP.irit. 
Departures that Wrecked the Ideal. 

~lay 28-In Life. 
The ncformation and Its Heroes. 

.Ju1ne 4-In Service. 
The nestoration Plea of Churches of 

Christ. 

The .syllabus with the accompanying 
statement containing outlines or suggested 
manner of tr~a.tment is being sent out by 
the Conference Executiye, which heartily 
recommends that, as far as possible, all our 
preachers in th~ State seek to co-operate -in 
preaching a series of messages concerning 
.. those things which are most surely be­
lieved among us." ~T he idea seems to us to 
be an excellent one. Our preachers often 
deal with such themes as arc iii the syll.a:bus, 
but here we have the double advantage of 
a connected and orderly study of great 
themes, an.cl o f a concerted action on the 
part of all our preachers. It would be very 
helpful if the churches generally could have 
the benefit of such a course. 

The committee is aware that fo some 
places it may not be possible or convenient 
to use the whole of the syllabus. [n such 
cases. perhaps one of the three sections 
could now be taken. The main idea is to 
encourage the indoctrination of believers 
in fundamental trnth. " T he titles of ad­
dresses, t11e dates, the outlined treatment, 
are all merely intend~d to be suggestive. 
The average preacher would probably not 
find it easy to select as helpful a list o f sub­
jects as g iven· in the syllabus, for it covers 
a wide field and reminds us 'that .. first prin­
ciples" should not be interpreted to, mean 
merely a few distincti~,e doctrines. The prea­
chers wish to emphasise the truths of God's 
word and to relate them to life. The re­
storation of N~w Testanie111 ~hristianity in­
volves the hvmg o f a Spmt-filled life as 
well as the preaching o f the evano-el of the 
ar,ostolic age. "' · 

I . 
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The Hour Strikes for a Spiritual Revival. 
Calamity stares 

us in the 
face. On every 
hand there is 
agreement that 
the supreme 
need of this 
hour is a spirit­
ual revival. ln 
other words we 
are in a spirit- · 
ual depression. 
Even the 
churches a r e 
weakened b e -
cause the mem­
b e r s-at least 
too large a per­
centage of them 
-are spiritu~ 
ally impotent. 

This presents 
an individual 
problem. It can 
be solved only 

as we cliange individual Christians and con- Little wonder, therefore, that they never 
ve_rt individual sinners. It cannot be dealt give their talent and time except for such 
with by the usual methods of promotion. enterprises as amuse and delight them in 
'·Counting noses" will not get us far. their leisure-socials and parties and pic-

Nevertheless, we can go forwa.rd to- nics, mostly. 
gether. We can make a united attack upon We must inspire them to the joy of dedi­
the problem. We can inspire one another. eating time and talent to special service for 
We _ c~n ex~hange ~<leas. We can enlist the Lord. We must pledge them to definite 
Cl~r!st1ans m certain efforts to develop service. We must train them in it. Fel­
spmtual strength. - - lowship must mean somethino- more than 

• I:, 

b~ck-slappmg. 

l 
J 

The break · 
of brea/'Y 
Central i. 

worship · naur 
Lord's t ~\ ihe 
Yet the "h e • 
· ' Ur h Is consid c 
fortunate ehed 
has half t _at 
membership its 
the table. at 

Appar ent I . 
we have l 
made it not . . tnea11 a 
spmtual f 
for them ~~st 

· . ''Ol 
only do the , 
ne e d to bl 
taught that thee 
should be ther/ 
they need to ix; 
made to feel 
they are streno_ 
thened by bei;a 

. . there. They need 0 

to have an appetite for it. 
The departure of ~reat hosts_ of Chris­

tians just ~fter th_e Bible School classes is 
a most ommous sign. There has been im­
pmvement. There must be more. Co. 
operation of elders and teachers can make 
the table service an attractive feature. 

The home must be pledged to loyalty to 
the Lord's tabJe. 
The prayers. 

. CONTINUING STEADFASTLY 
In the apostles' doctrine. 

Christians do not know how to pray, and 
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 do not care about it. We are in dire peril 

at this point. The one who does not know 
Manifestly there is 'too little conv1ctton 

upon the part of Christian people. Their 
connection is altogether too nomimµ and 
too largely dependent upon personal 
whims. They could as easily drift into a 
denominational church. They are over­
whelmed bv misfortune. 

We must put emphasis upon doctrinal 
preaching. We must show one another what 
doctrine is, and how it can be given in 
preaching and in Bible School cu~riculum. 

We must lead the people to enJoy read­
ing and studying the Bible da.ily, as, for in­
stance, in the Golden Legion. 

We must give the converts a thorough 
bit of training as to_ their privileges and the 
fundamentals of faith. 

The fellowship. , 
The "fellowship" in the Jerusal~m. church 

was a partnership. Every, ~hnsttan put, 
in all he had, money, talent, time-all. 

It is not so to-day. Most of the church 
thinks that the preacher is pa,!d to do all 
the work. And even when 1t comes to 
paying the majority of the members. a~e 
content to hand "tips" to the Lord, mc1-
dental nickels, dimes or_ quarter~. . They 

' have never learned the JOY of giymg. p_ro­
portionately. Consequently, their g1vmg 
has never been spiritualised. 

Prayer Corner. 
Ye are of God, little children, and have 

overcome them; because greater is he that 
is in you, than he that is in the world.­
I John 4: 4. 

0 
God is on my side. He makes himself 

responsible for my being. If 1 will only 
. entrust myself- to him with the cordial re­
turn of trustful love, then all that he has 
ever breathed into my heart of human pos­
sibility he ~ill realise and bring to perfec­
tion.-Charles Gore. 

0 
Oh, let my thought, my actions, and my will 

Obedient solely to thy impulse move, 
llfy heart and senses keep thou blameless still. 

Fixed and absorbed in thine unbouuded love. 
Thy praying, teaching, striving, in my heart 
Let me not quench·, 111or make thee to depart'. 

-Gerhard Tersteegen. 

God has not eternal life. The one who does 
not love God has missed the first command­
ment. Daily prayer in the secret of the 
inner chamber, with absolute confidence in' 
the power and the faithfulness of the 
.Father- this is one of the spiritual boons 
for which the blessing of the church waits. 
Continuous evangellsm. 

The spiritual Christian is an evangelist. 
The spiritual church is a growing churc~. 
There is a subtle temptation now to wa)t 
fo r better times before making evangehsllc 
effort. That policy is deadening. Th~re 
never will be a better time to evangelise 
than the time when physical safeguards 
have gone down like paper walls. . 

The church canoot afford to mark time 
merely because .she faces difficulties. If the 
Lord is with her, she cannot be weak. Per­
sonal evangelism, group ev.angelism, county 
evangelism, gospel-team evangelism, the 
so-called professional evangelism, week-by­
week evangelism-every conceivable form 

. -
0 

· . . of bringing non-Christians to a surrend~r 
0 Lord my God, perfect us m such patt- must be emphasised. The way to resume )S 

t ence tha~ we may ~e m no haste ~o escape to resume. The'way out of our lethargy is 
from. toil or loneliness or suffermg; yet the way of aggression. ' 

~ever m baste to se~ve thee, to please thee, _ o Church of God, strike out! !hon hlJ:>1 

and, when thou wtlt, to go hon:ie. to thy all that this sick world needs. Be not a(r~id. 
blessed. Presence. Amen.-Chnstma T. Speak and hold not thy peace.-"Chnst1an 
Rossetti. Standard," 
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/11gh points of visio'n. 

Prayer and Witness. With some of the 'high points of spiritual 
vision - clearing before the eyes of non­
Christian leaders in Asia, we need to brush 

the splendid and sac- the dust from our eyes. Our missionary' 
rificial creative work comrade, Dr. E. Stanley Jones, of India, 
of our own missions. " :-as ta_lking with two of Ghandi-ji's dis­
To retreat now is c1ples 111 the glow of an oriental sunset. 
suicidal. It is the F~mine wa~ blighting an alien state, The 
pivotal moment for Hindu put 1t well when he said: ''It is our 
weal or woe. The Christian duty to help our Mohammedan­
young Christian bret~r_en in t~eir hour of need." It squared 
st.a.tesmen we have a spmtual tnangle. It puts a bit of love in 
trained in India, an unusual frame of thought. A Hindu· 

There is no place 
in 1which the primacy 
of prayer has shone 
forth in finer light 
and truth than it 
has in the supreme 
arena in which it 
has illuminated and 
directed the divine 
strategy of missions. 

The high 1Joltage of promised 
spiritual endon,menl has nelJer been 
released in its full tide because the 
church has not been ready for such 
a droine enduement. 

W. R.emfry Hunt. 

Missions were born in prayer. There was 
an " upper room" and "a bended knee." 
Every fresh advance in the church era of 
its witnessing activities has been preceded 
and accompanied by the spirit and power of 
believing and achieving prayer. 

Gethsemane and Olivet were altars. They 
were ensphered in prayer-thought. The 
modern church has lost that inljness of 
spiritual and meditative contemplation. It 
has activities to a point of weariness and 
confusion, but the quiet of the "still, small 
voice" is out of range. The church knows 
much ,(J)bout its Lord but it needs to experi­
ence more life i11 him. One is inclined to 
interpret the religious unrest, the shifting 
accents of changing creeds, the cold formal­
ism of mere church. membership and the 
drift of so much of our religious thinking 
to the low level of the prayer meeting. It 
is like an insulated current. 

Unclaimed spiritual deposits. 
Hoarded wealth is counterfeit specie; but 

unclaimed deposits are dead assets. The 
lesson is obvious. "Ye have not because 
ye ask not," wrote James to Christian Is­
raelites not resident in Jerusalem. Wealth, 
magnificence and culture were evident. But 
the church of the early Christian centuries 
and the church of to-day have much in 
common. Living on a rapidly diminishing 
spiritual income, they called forth the 
scorching indictment of the apostle when 
he explained their denied blessings in the 
words, "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye 
ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon 
your lusts." They could dr.a.w no drafts 
upon spiritual resources with forged en­
dorsements which were writ large with 
withering- selfishness. We have never yet 
learned the meaning of the fruitfulness of 
sacrifice. This power would have generated 
in the prayer meeting. The Calvary vision 
urges sacrifice. We could recover the de­
ficit and finance a new and mighty cam­
paign, and do it overnight, in our own rich, 
endowed and enlightened brotherhood, if 
we would release the chajned stocks and 
bonds and hoarded and vault-buried wealth 
with which Christ has entrusted us in the 
full expectation that we would be faithful 
in our stewardship. It can be done. 

A pivotal moment in history. 
Asia is breaking with heathenism. Budd­

hism, Taoism and Confucianism ha,ve no 
social or nation building programme. They 
are outlived, outdistanced and outdied in 

China and Japan are facing titanic tasks talking about his Christian duty to his Mos­
in the reconstruction era. There should be !em untouchables. Some serious reflections 
unusual waves of prayer ascending. The meet us here. And only the missionaries 
crisis makes new demands upon religion. understand it _in its ~ee_ps. It should put 
Somet11,ing is seriously wrong when the to rout all racial preJud1ces. So it is the 
renaissance in Asia finds the Christian missionaries becorrie the range-finders of 
church in the zero hour of its history a.np the great commissiop, As pioneers in, Mun­
the bleakest chill of its unfaith. geli and . in Kweichow, in Tokio and Nan-

The unmet liabilities of our indebtedness king, and in Bolengi we had to blaze the 
to the world's yet unevangelised millions is trail to strategic points of observation to 
a travesty on our faith and a shame on our discover paths to .alienated minds to brid"e 
11ame and life. It ought not so to be. Our racial chasms : and then, as with a fin~r 
deficit is our condemnation. The Moravi- temper we wooed and won an audience into 
ans and the China Inland Mission 'have not the Asiatic consciousness, we established a 
had to recall their missionaries or close their 11ew spiritual entente cordiale, and were able 
stations. They tithe. They link on prayer to get juster values on the commerce of 
life and the money flows in. Machinery is spiritual and ethical ideals. Missions edu­

. mechanical, but fellowship with the saints cated the mind of Asia out of its supersti­
out on ~he firing line is ~ stimulus to co- tions, and as it saw the light led it to God. 

eperation with the heroic forces at home The first cathedral of the church. 
who bear the responsibilities of administra-
tion. Let some of our captains of wealth The "upper room" was t~e fi~st cathedral 
and industry spend a few moments in the of the chur_ch. It was a qmet s1mpl~ rever­
midaweek prayer meeting of our churches , . ent place. It had no choir, no crucifix,. no 
and power would be released. The doors !lave ~nd no altar. It w.a~ not commercial­
are open. · - 1sed. Th~re were no Gothic arches or 

steepled spires. It was the room where the 
holy supper ,was_ the fellowship of the saints. 
1t was surrounded with heathenism and 

. the powers of evil. The whisper of Jesus ' 

Prayer changes things. 
When we wen; alone a11d imperilled in 

the tragedy hours of the siege ·of Nanking 
it was prayer that lit the gleam. Our long 
and weary trails over the highways of un­
evang-elised China, with dangers from wild 
beasts and bandits, seemed shortened in 
the atmosphere of ·pr.ayer. The mission 
churches breathe in prayer. In the dark 
hours of revolution our Christian church 
in Chuchow, with the heroic men and 
women we had led to Christ, calmed the 
city and cheered the victims. Witnesses 
braved dangers and cruelty and evangelised 
villages. Persecution and· ills seemed a 
stimul~s to _action. Our comrade of thirty 
yea,rs 111 Chma, the famous storyteller, Shi 
kwei-biao, said the prayer lives of t1,e 
missionaries were his best evidences of 
reljgion. At a moment . when we were 
discouraged to a point of leaving the work, 
it was the sight of President F. E. and Mrs. 
Meigs, Dr. James Butchart, · Dr. and Mrs. 
W. E. Macklin, James Ware, Mary Kelly 
and Emma Lyon, and Edna Dale and Abe 
Cory, and W. M. Cameron and Rosa L. 
Tonkin upon their knees in the mission 
prayer meeting that changed the tide. We 
went out and became lecturer in Chinese 
schools, and some of the most efficient ser­
vice follo,wed. 

was there. It is different now. The church 
lives in the basement. If Jesus cime iu 
disguise now to some of our meeting places 
a courteous elder might ask him if he be­
longed to the denomination. We need the 
return to the atmosphere of prayer. I t 
would accent -redeeming grace. With fifty 
years of service in the rich and inspiring 
service in the brotherhood, the soul-thought 
murmurs wifhin me for expression that we 
should be more concerned as to our real 
prayer life than -ive should be jn the defence 
of creed and the exposition of doctrines. 
When our zeal in fervent prayer shall have 
become as keen as our pride in our religi­
ous position we shall have come within 
range of the vision of the seer of Patmos, 
when he wrote: " . and I saw no 
temple therein," and in the next sentence 
explains the 'holy city "had no need of it" 
because it was all temple. 

"If there be good in that I wrought, 
Thy ha,nd compelled it, Master, thine­

Where I have failed to meet thy thought 
I know, through thee, the blame 

mine . .. 
The depth and dream of my desire 

The bit ler paths wherein I stray-' 
Thou knowest who hath made the fire, 

Thou knowest who hath made the clay." 

was 
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Christ's UQanswered Prayer. 
A Broadcast Address by H. G. Harward. 

lh~\\ l:1c scvcnlccuth chapter of John's Gospel 
hcnrl-s~n~~f1~:;c~l•c) for our instruction the tender, 
lord Tl g, mtcrccssory prnycr of our dil'inc • . 1csc words were I . I . Jesus was t . spo ,en Just >cl ore 

• 0 pass mlo the shadows of Geth-~~~~-~~c, ttcre lo await the coming of the be­
t' : hn 8 general way there arc three pct i­
i on~ 1~ t e prayer. In lhe first five verses Jesus 

pra~s or hmisclf: "Glorify thy Son tlint thy 
S~n als_o may glorify thee." " Glorif; thou me 
w!lh lhme own self with the glory which I had 
Wit?. lhec before lhe world was." Was not lhis 
p_ellllon answered WhC'll, "God exalted him at his 
rilghl hand" a nd "gave to him lhe nnme which is a >Ovc eYery name"? 

T~cn from the sixth to nineteenth verses 
Christ prays particularly for the apostles "I 
pray for those whom thou hast given me· for 
they are thine." "l{eep through thine own ~ame 
those whom thou hast given me that they ma he one" "I ' Y • pray not lhat thou shouldst take 
them out of the world, but that thou shouldst 
keep them from the evil." "Sa'llc'tify them 
through thy truth." And the New Testament 
records the answer to this prayer, as these am­
ha~sadors of Christ were preserYed in their 
umty and kept by the power of Goel. 

No Visionary Ideal. 

. And from the. twentieth verse Jesus has in 
view those who, m the coming years should be­
:ome his disciples. Whal a challc~ge there is 
m these words, "Neither pray I for these alone, 
but for them also which shall believe on me 
through their word ; that they all may be one· as 
thou, Father, art in me, a'lld I in thee, that they 
also may he one in us." Th is prayer for the 
unity of his followers was in order that the 
world might know of the great love of God, and 
that lhe world might bclieYe that God had sent 
his ·son. 

Has that prayer been answered? Did our 
Lord expect it to be? Was it the ideal of a vis­
ionary which animated his mind and stirred his 
heart? Dare we question the fact that in this 
tragic hour of his bitter experience he prayed 
lhe Father for that which he most desired-the 
u,n,ity of those who love him and wear his name? 

A year ago the Anglican Bishops of the Com­
monwealth "Tole in their pastoral appeal, on 
the question of the "Disunion of Christendom": 
"To begin with ourselves as members of the 
Christian church, let us frankly admit that il 
cannot be God's will that Christendom should 
be · disunited. A divided church ca'llnot ade­
quately represent the undivided Christ. The 
shattering of the unity which Christ intended 
his church to have must be due lo human wil­
fulness and sin, to our neglect of his purpose, 
and our failure lo correspond to his mind. And 
lhe circumstances of to-day constitute a fresh 
call to every part of Christendom to earnest 
efforts lo C'lld the scandal of our divisions, a nd 
to regain for his church the unity for which 
Christ prayed." , 

• Many years ago the world-famed preacher and 
Bible teacher, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, wrote~ 
"Do you get any comfort out of the division in 
the church of God? I hope you don't. · I hope 
you J1avc never said that it is a part of th_c 
divine 11lan thal Christendom should he spht 
up into n thousand fragments. I tell you H 
isn't. He who prayed the great intercessory 
prayer, which took hold of he~ven o~ 1~y behalf, 
a~1d on your behalf, for all tune, said Father, I 
will that they all may he one, as we arc.' We 
arc not one, and that is why lhc world docs not 
bclic\'c that God sent Jesus." 

Excusing Division. 
There urc Christian people who excuse division 

nmong the followers of Ch1•ist. They reason, 

"We cannot all sec nlikc." Nor can we, if wcl · d olorc< look al different things, or through yaric c 
1 

• 
~lasses. "There arc varieties in human 11" ur~ 
which woul<I justify divisi<Yn•." Uul thc~c ar~ 
just as pronoui1ccd in the separate hodic\ 0 1 Christendom lo-day as they could be in a_ 11111 ~< 
body. "A wise providence has ordered this Sl~ c 
of things among Christians." Whal a qucst101; 
mark that puts against the, pray~r of o~r LJr~ 
for unity I He prayed for one thm~, wluh: 0 a 
had planned something else. How m1poss1ble 
position I "Many bodies give people l he oppor­
tunity of religious choice." But how few arc 
making any real choice of Christ I Has not 
division made for confusion, rather than com­
mendation of the Christian faith? To the OL)l· 
side world church work looks like the conflict 
of opposing forces, more so than the co-opern­
lion of kindred spirits. 

fl.cligio11s leaders musl have lhc courage to 
declare unlo their people thal schism in the 
body of Christ is a sin. Il hinders lhe a nswer 

+---•---•-n-... -•-••-1'1-••-•+ 
! i I NOTHING BY CHANCE. I 
I No, nol by cha'llcc I ! The pale moonflower I I Works its while magic j 
I For an hour. j 

Nol unadvised 
The hermit-thrush 

Flings hidden rapture 
From the brus):l. 

Nor does it come 
Without design 

That love and pain 

I 
i 
I 
i 
;,1 

Arc yours and mine. 
I -Barbara Young, I 

1 in the "New York Times." j 
. ·--·---.. -·-·--.. -··---·--·-·l 

lo our Saviour's prayer. Il is con.trary to lhe 
definite leaching of the word of God, which con­

. demos division. We cannot be religiously right 
and scripturally wrong. It engenders strife and 
bitterness instead of promoting peace and love. 
And it is the great obstacle to lhe cvangclisution 
of the world. The late Dr. Fitchett declared. 
"There will never he a con,verled world until 
there is a united church." 

Both Desirable and Possible. 
Thal unity is desirable most Christia'ns will 

agree. But is it possible? Not if it is to be 
looked upon as a mere question of theology. Not 
if great financial responsibilities arc to be the 
prime factors in lhc solution of the prohlcm. 
Not unless the Lord himself has given to us nn 
authoritative standard of ap11cal. And has he 
not done so? 

The church is a New Tcslamenl in -stilution. 
AJ)arl from the facts and truths r ecorded in that 
portion of sacred Scripture, we have no inspired 

· and aulhorilalive p ronouncement regarding this 
dil'inc society. But with thal book open to the 
Christian il should be neither difficult nor im­
possible lo discover lhc fundamenta ls essential 
lo the unity of the JlCO)lle of God, a'l1<l the con­
sequent answer lo our Lord's prayer. 

Christians are nol separated lo-day hy truth 
bul by tradition; nol by the decrees· of l1ea\'e11 
but by the decisions of men; not .by Scripture 
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. by 1·nspiration of the Holy Spirit 1 g1\'cn · cl lUI I statements horn o_flthbetwh1s omt of the h1 'Y . cl. not by Chris u Y ens om. 11n~,, 11110 , " 
The New Testame!1l . te_ach~s There is 

0 body." Modern Chr1sllamty 1s . represented 
1
11c 

bodies Of the early Christians it . 1,, many · b . Is r 
1 I "We are many mcm ers III one 1 ,. core cc, cl' . , M >Ody " The present con 1t1on 1s-;-1 any members : 

numerous bodies. The Scriptures declare ·11
111 

Christ is the "Head. of. the boc)y, the churct~a.~ 
The multiplied orgamsahons which, to-day • 
poscdly represent the Christian . '.ail~, ar~ •:t 
structivc of that figure. The position is not . 

f . t th ' In, proved by re errmg o e various reJig· · 
bodies as "branches of the Christian church '.?115 
they all constitute branches where it the chu;c~\ 

Causes of Division. 
Repudiation of the authority of the L 

Jesus Christ is the first great cause of dh•i _or<1 
He claimed, "All authority is given unto m 

51011
-

heaven nnd on earth.'' The Father's voice c, in 
Th. · b 1 d S · Pro. claimed, " is is my e ~ve" on, m whom I 

am well pleased; hear ye him. Tbe human hod 
is under the control of the head. A'lld th Y 
was the divine purpose for the church. ;: 
Christ is the Head of the church, it should ~ 
governed by his will. But is it? How many . 
quire concerning the will of the Lord for t 
church? Has he the deciding voice in the co 

18 

fcrcnces and councils of his people? If he ha~­
divisions would cease. ' 

Rcjectiooi of the teaching of the New Testa. 
ment is the second cause of division. }lat. 
thew's Gospel recor~s th~ promise of Jesus, 
"Upon this rock I will butld my church.'' In 
the Acts of Apostles there is revealed the fulfil. 
menl of that promise. On the day of Pentecost 
and in the city of J erusalem, the church cam~ 
into being, through the preaching of the gos­
pel, and the surrender of 3,000 lo the claims ol 
the Lord Jesus Christ. With the passing years 
the church was estabHshed in all parts of the 
Roman Empire. And the remaini'llg portions or 
the New Testament were the outgrowth of the 
need of this Christ-established body. And the 
missionary of the cross, going forth with no 
other book but the New Testament, would be 
able lo establish among any people the church 
as it then existed. But in seeking lo solve the 
problem of division among Christians, it is 
quite unusual for those in authority to appeal 
to the leaching of Jesus Christ and h is apostles 
as presented t o us in the New Testament. 

Uniformity is Essential to Unity. 
But not as to method or matters of opm10n. 

In such things there is room for diversity. Bui 
in lhe fundamentals of the faith once deli\'crecl 
unto the saints, agreement is necessary to unity. 
Divisions will never be r emoved while special 
titles and distinguishing• dress separate those 
who preach the gospel from the ordinary mem­
bers of the church. Had these been necessary 
surely l he Holy Spirit would have made them 
known. Many consecrated men preach the Word 
with power wit haul the aid of these di\'isiw 
things. 

There can be no unity without a uniform name 
or names by which the church and its members 
can be identified and distinguished. How can 
one body exist with some score or more of clif• 
fcrcnt names to distinguish it and- ils members? 
If the Holy Spirit reveals the church ~s the 
church of God, and various assemblies of bc­
licv~r s, separated geographically, as churches or 
Christ , how is unity possible apart from a re· 
~1.,r~ l? _these significant scriptural names? A!ul 1( md1v1duals were known as CJiristians, chs· 
c11: lcs saints, children of God, in those far-awnY 
days, why should these names nol suffice for tho~c 
who lo,·c the Lord in these lat,•r days? There is 
sadness in the thought that the least prominci~I 
name, used descriptil'c of religious association, 15 
lhe ,name of Christ. And yet we arc taught, "If anY 
man suffer as a Chris tian, let him not b;, 
ashamed, bul let him glorify God in this name. 
And lo be known by the same scriptural name 
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would wonderfully stimulate the desire for 
unity and hasten the day of its consummation.• 

The Protestant world professes attachment to 
the Bible as the inspired }Vord of God. It is 
claimed for it · that it is '"the rule of faith and 
practice for the Christian." But it is supple­
mented by other books, subvcrtivc of its author­
ity. The Bible and the Bible only would make 
Christians only. It is not this divine hook 
which separates the followers of our Lord hut 
the additions which have been made to it. We 
could unite on the Bible but not on these ad­
ditions. 

An Inspiring Non-party Name. 
All who lo,·c the Lord rejoice in being Chris­

tians. We can unite on that inspiring name. It 
is non-party, and belongs to us all. But there is 
no name of hun1an 9rigin, however rich in mcan­
i'llg, which can challenge all our hearts and bring 
u s all together. -

And the name Church of Christ we would not 
use in any narrow, sectarian spirit. It is too 
glorious for that. And all Christians claim the 
right to be embraced in its fellowship. How 
insignificant arc all other names in comparison. 
And we could unite about this name. But no dc­
rn.ominational name could ever make for unity. 

May we not all work for the unity of the peo­
ple of God by pleading for a return to the sim­
plicity and sureness of the New Testament faith? 
Christ meant his prayer when he prayed that 
we all might be one. Our attitude will either 
help or hinder the answer. 

Let us hear the lament of John Wesley : 
"Would to God that all the party names and un­
scriptunl form s which ha,·c divided the Chris­
tian world were forgotten ; and that we might 
all agree lo sit down together at the feet of 
,Jesus, to hear his word, imbibe his Spirit, a nd 
trnnscrihc his life into our own." 

And let us hear Paul : "Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it; that h e might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the word, that he might present it to 
himself a glorious church, not having spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing ; but . that it should 
be holy and without blemish." 
" How blcst, and h ow joyous will be the glad day; 

When heart beats to heart in the strength of 
the Lord, 

When Christians united will swell the refrain, 
Divisions all ended, triumphant his WI/rd." 

FORSAKING ALL FOR CHRIST. 

Whosoever . . . forsakcth not all that he 
hath, he cannot he my disciple.-Lukc 14: 33. 

Let u s to-day ask ourselves with complete can­
dor whether we ever have surrendered C\'cry­
thing to his will. Did we miss his whole plan 
for us years ago hy takin g a turn we knew was 
wrong? 

Ha\'c we felt the pressure bf his love all these 
years, and feared t o respond to it , as Francis 
Thompson did, "lest haviug him, I sh ould ha\'c 
naught beside"? 

Have we given him our homes, our money, our 
ambition, our joy, our suffering, our human tics, 
our characters, our hearts? Is there somewhere 
a conscious withholding?- for if there is, there 
is so much Jess of that freedom a nd joy a nd 
peace in believing which comes alone when we 
give all.-Samucl Shoemaker. 

Hcligion is a fountain of life, or nothing ot 
all. When it is practi sed as a round of solemn 
functions. or t rusted only as the assurance of a 
future sa]vati001., or obeyed as a series of pre­
cepts a nd doctrines, then the s~ul is deceived 
and starved; and we need the vmce .of ,Jesus to 
cry loudly in our cars, "I came that they may 
have life, and that they may have it abundantly." 
-George Adam Smith. 
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"The Elders which are Among You." 
David Saunders. 

Whenever the Lord Jesus Christ spoke of his 
church it was in terms of the utmost simplicity, 
both of method of government and in nomen­
clature. And this to people who gloried in the 
pompous magnificence of Eastern potenta tes, ac­
customed to high-sounding titles, a,id themselves 
seeking ambitiously for the highest places in 
the kin gdom. He condemned all this in the 
sweeping phrase, "All their works they do for 
to be seen of men." 

Turning to his disciples the child is placed as 
the model in simplicity; and "Be not called 
llahbi, neither. be called Mnstcr, but he that is 
greatest among you shall be your servant" gave 
specific direction to his gcmcral command. 

So the apostles, when they _proclnimcd the 
evangel, made simplicity the characteristic of 
their message. Adopting a simple title, Chris­
tians, instituting two simple ordinances, bap­
tism and the Lord's Supper, they made the ad­
ministrntion of the humble assemblies an ex­
ceedingly easy matter. "Saints, overseers and 
servants" is Paul's address to the Philippians, 
and therein he outJi,ncs the whole constituency 
of any local assembly. 

The Eldership is Integral with the Church. 
The ·first assembly or church was at Jerusalem, 

and had for its oversight a t the beginning no 
less personages than the apostles. They found 
the burden too great, and instituted the order of 
servants or deacons. As the apostles began to 
scatter on their appointed commissiO'll, we find 
that another order of ministry came into being 
-the eldership. ln the Greek churches the word 
bishop, or overseer, was used when they were 
formed. From his letters to Timothy and Titus 
it is plain that the cldership occupied an im­
portant place in Paul's mind. After the com­
mencement of each ,assembly he did not allo:w 
very long a period to elapse before either he or 
his delegates · visited the church to appoint the 
ciders and attC'lld to any other matter. And he 
ga\'C in his letters very full directions as to 
the type of brother eligible for this minis try. 
ln the course of the Acts and the Epistles the 
allusions to the ciders a re so frequent and spon- . 
taneous that we cannot escape the conclusiou 
that the eldcrship was a natural part of the 
church organisation, as natural as the Christian 
cO'll~tilucncy. 

The Elders Received Their Appointment from 
Above. 

This is true in two senses, both the divine and 
the human. "The Holy Spirit," says Paul, "hath 
made you overseers" (Acts 20: 28). And their 
actual appointment in the sight of man was 
made by those who were qualified to choose the 
type tha t God wa nted (sec Acts 14: 23 _and 
Titus I : 5). The main body of instruction re­
garding the qualifications of the elder was given 
t o i,odividuals like Titus and Timothy, clearly 
indicating that these brethren had committed 
to them the task of selecting the men who 
would admhiistcr the affairs of the church of 
Christ wherein they were located. None of the 
letters to the churches contain advice on the 
choosing of officers in any way comparable with 
that given to Titus and Timot hy. This woul<I 
seem to eliminate the idea of election by Urn 
assembly. 

Elders Retained Their Work During Fibness. 
We have no record of periodical elections. 

There is likewise no instance of a regression or 
expulsion of an elder in the New Testament. 
There arc certain hints which convey t o u s the 
possibility of such occurring, however, when de­
manded, by the culprits- loss of spiritual stand­
ing. "Agai1nst an , elder receive not a n accusa­
tion, but before two or three witnesscs11 is 

Paul's warning to Timothy. 3 John JO seems 
to point to a rod in pickle for one who loved 
to have the pre-eminence in the assembly. And, 
of course, the existence of such rigid qualifica­
tions for appointment implies the cancella tion ~ 
of position when, the appointee fails to live up 
to his ministry. 

The Eldership is the Supreme Administrative 
Authority in the Church. 

They ha ndled the financial matters in New 
Testament days (Acts 11: 30). The very title 
implies that they had control of the administra­
tion in their assembly. The word elder was the 
Israelitish term for a ruler, and is synonymous 

. with sheikh, bishop and overseer. The Gentile 
churches naturally adopted the terms with which 
they were familiar. Whcm, Paul wanted to coun­
sel the leaders of the flock h e sent for the ciders 
(Acts 20: 17). He gives special praise to the 
elders who rule well (1 Tim. 5: 17). And when 
he and h is · co-workers reached Jerusalem they 
had an audience with James the apostle, "and 
all the ciders were present" (Acts 21: 18). 

To-day the Eldership is a very Neglected 
Institution. 

And this even amongst brethren whose pica 
it is that we arc seeking to restore the New 
Testament order. 

The writer's experience in ma'lly places has 
been that the election of deacons lo supervise 
the church is the first thought. Frequently the 
matter' stops there. S·omclimes al a la ter dale 
someone will raise the matter of having ciders, 
and perhaps one or two will be appointed " to 
look after the spiritual- side." They arc often 
deacons too old for that work, they have no 
vote on the diaconale, and arc often allowed to 
rust out. Here a'lld there one finds elders exer­
cising some r eal influence, but mostly well con­
trolled by the diaconate. Brethren, these things 
ought not so to be. They arc a direct reversal 
of the Holy Spirit's order. 

Deacons arc servants, acting under instruc­
tions. Anyone exercising a gift under- dircctio,i 
is a deacon. Timothy was a good deacon of 
J esus Christ (1 Tim. 4: 6). Our preachers, trea­
surers, secretaries, musicians, doorkeepers, arc 
all deacons-or deaconesses- whether officially 
called so or not, for arc they not servants of 
the church ? 

Let us then follow God's order of administra­
tion, and let those who control the assemblies 
- or churches- be callc'd elders if they haYc the 
fiN1c ss, and let them not be diffident at assuming 
a title which explains the work they do under 
the misleading tern1 deacon. 

How shall they be appointee\? Christ, through 
his Spirit, bestows the gifts, and "if any man 
desire the ovcrseership he desireth a good work'' 
(I Tim. 3 : 1 ). Let such 111cn be willing in all 
humility t o serve Chris t. So kl them rule not 
as lords but as ensamples to the flock, not u surp­
ing authority, but allowing themselves to be the 
Spirit's channel. So shall the word of Goel i'll­
crcasc and the number of disciples multiply. 

GOD IN COMMON THINGS. 

God speaketh to the heart in rommo11 things, 
And often in the things we love the best. 

His word may find thee while a woman sin gs 
A song of youth and green rcmcmhcrings, 

Or while a baby-check to thine is prest; 
His light may reach thee from a linnet's wings, 

01· the frilled sweetness of a daisy's breast. 

--:F, Laughridge. 
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The Home Circle. c----- Conducted hy /. C. F. PITTMAN. -•-•- "'°' 
A HAPPY SUGGESTION. 

"Build a little fence of trust 
Around to-day: 

Fill the space with loving deeds. 
And therein stay." ' 

Build it fim1 and strong and true 
Lest some bandit-thought steal through. 
See that never gap is there, 
Lest may enter brooding care. 
Plarn.t within it chosen roots. 
\Vhence may come. both flowers and fruits. 
Never time without to stray· 
This small plot, thy field to~day. 

"Look not through the shelt'ring bars 
Upon to-morrow. 

God will help thee bear what comes 
Of joy or sorrow." 

Just so many moments stand 
For the work here at thy hand. 
Bars that shut to-morrow out 
Free to-day from questioning · doubt. 
Brighter dawns the coming sun 
Finding yestcr's work well done. 
Why with wond'ring query fret ? 
God hath never failed thee yet! 

-Sally Neill Hoach. 

A FAMOUS PREACHER. 
Ab~ut Samuel Rutherford, the man whose 

theme was ever the "Loveliness of Christ," 
volumes could be written. As minister <If An­
woth, on the Solway, it was his habit to rise at 
3 a.m. for study and prayer. It was said of him 
that he was always praying, always preaching, 
always visiting the sick, always · catechising, al­
ways writing, and always studying. When he 
got on to his favorite subject, "he could have 
flown out of the pulpit." So far did the fume of 
this seraphic preacher travel, that Archbishop 
James Usher, of Armagh, came a long distance 
to hear him. Arriving on. Saturday night in the 
guise of a beggar, he appeared at the manse door 
and asked for bread and lodging. The servant 
gave him food, and showed him a place in the 
loft of an outhouse where he might sleep. Ac­
cording to custom, Mrs. Rutherford assembled 
all the servants on Saturday evenings for pray­
ers and catechism, and the ·stranger was called 
with the others. The qucstioJI put to him was, 
"How many commandments are there?" and 
quick as lightning came the answer, "Eleven." 

_ Greatly shocked by this ignorance, Mrs. Ruther­
ford administered a sharp reproof, and bade 
him turn more diligently to the Scriptures. Early 
next morning the stranger was astir in the hope 
of seeing Rutherford, whom he knew to be_ a 
very early riser, and sure enough he fou'.°d hn_n 
walking in an adjoining field,- rehears mg his 
sermon. Rutherford saw him, and amaz!d !o 
see another at so early ail hour, engaged him m 
conversation. He soon discovered that this was 
no ordinary person, arnd when finally t~e stran­
ger's identity was disclosed, h e constramcd the 
archbishop to address a few w.ords to . the con­
gregation. When the 1!1oment ca~e to mtroducc 
him, Mr. Rutherford mformed· his people that 
they had with them a very distinguished scholar 
in the person of Archbishop Usher, w~o would 
now say a few words to them. Imagme Mrs. 
Rutherford's s urprise when she saw the stran­
ger of the previous night ascend th~ pulpit st~ps, 
and her sense of humiliation at havrng catechised 
so renowned a teacher. But why, she thought, 
d'd he say "ele\'en" instead of "ten"? "My dear 
f:icnds" s'aid the archbishop, "I wish to speak 
to you' this morning on John l3: 34 : 'A new 
commandment I give unto you, that ye Jove one 
~,nother.' These words constitute the eleventh 

commandment, the great commandment of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which embraces and super 
sedes all the others of the Old Testament." Nee f 
less to say, this completed the discomfiture 0 

the amiable Mrs. Rutherford. . 
Rutherford has been called the uncanonised 

saint of the church, but.like many a saint,. he 
had his days of persecution. For the pubhca­
tion of "Lex Rex" (The Law is King), the great 
political text-book of the Covenantcrs, he was 
cited by Parliament lo nppc;r on a charge of 
high treaso•n, but as he was on his death-bed at 

· the time it was · impossible for him to comply. 
His answer, however, has passed into histo~,Y for 
it s noble indifference to temporal power- I am 
summoned lo appear before a higher Judge and 
judicatory; that summons I behove to answer, 
and ere a few days come I shall be where few 
kings and great folks come." 

WHAT ARE YOU FOR? 
"Mumma, what is Uncle John for?" was the 

question which a little girl asked her mother. 
The latter fouud the question difficult to answer, 
for Uncle John just sat around the house, and 
did a good deal of complaining. He was largely 
an ornamental piece of house furniture-and not 
really very much of alll, ornament I Many people 
are just like Uncle John. They eat well, sleep 
soundly, are reasonably healthy, and make mori, 
or Jess noise. Beyond that they do very litt_le. 
They lack definite purpose and a personahty 
which expresses itself in usefulness. Their lives, 
in fact, need an explanation, if not an apolo~y. 
Should one ask what they arc for, the llleccss1ty 
of giving an evasive answer suggests the futility 
of their lives. How about you ?-Selected. 

NOTHING IMPOSSIBLE. 
"Did you ever know a place where it was im­

possible to build a road?" we asked a veter.an 
soldier who for many years was concerned with 
road-making in that wild mountainous region, 
the North-west From.tier of India. 

"No, never," he replied decisively. 
"But," we continued, "you know places where 

roads were said to be impossible?" 
"Oh, yes, plenty of them." 
And the veteran added: "Nothing is imposs­

ible; it is only a matter of finding out how to 
do it.'' 

SMILING THEM IN AND OUT. 
A lady of position and property, anxious about 

her neighbors, provided religious services for 
them. She was very deaf- could scarcely hear 
at all. On one occasion one of her preachers 
niwnaged to make her understand him. and at 
the close of their conversation asked, "But what 
part do you take in the work?" "Oh." she re­
plied, "I smile them in and I smile them out." 

AN UNFORTUNATE MEDIUM. 
During his stay in Adelaide Gen. E. J. Higgins, 

of· thc Salvation Army, earned a reputation as 
a teller of good stories. He told one at the Com­
monwealth Club, which raised a laugh. At one 
of the hostels of the army in London a regular 
seeker after lodgings was severely spoken to by 
the captai1n. in charge, and told what an awful 
thing it was to go through life without working. 

"Well, you see, captain," said the man, "I am 
one of those unfortunate mediums." 

"Mediums," · repeated the captain, scenting a 
convert to spiritualism. 

"Yes," said the man, "I am too light for heavy 
work and too heavy for light . work. That's why 
I can't get a job.'' 
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Monday. 
k d heed therefore unto yourselves, that 

Ta e goo Lord your God.-Josh. 23: 11. 
ye Jove the I is lost through carelessness. W 

Many a son - . 1 ' Id take good heed to ourse ves, constantly 
shou d keeping ourselves free from th 
being r ~i:.: ~f evil, and closely employing ou: 
entang _emth service of Jehovah-never forget. 
selves ID e • J f God · f g the true incentive, ove o . 
' 'heading-Joshua 1: 1-15. 

Tuesday-. 
And the people served the Lord all the days 01 

Joshua and all the days of _the elders that out. 
lived joshua, who ha~ seen all the gre,,1t works 
of the Lord, that he did for lsrael.-Jud~es 2: 7, 

So far 50 good. It would be better shll could 
it have been recorded. of them that they always 
continued in the good way and work, a'lld nc\'er 
forgot the great works of Jehovah, ~r refused lo 
hear and heed those who were their leaders in 
religion. 

Reading-Judges 1: 1-15. 
Wednesday. 

So let all thine enemies perish, 0 Lord; hut 
1 t them that Jove him be as the sun when he 
geoetb forth in his might. And the land had 
rest forty years.-Judge_s 5:· 3~. 

If men persist in fightrng against Jehovah their 
destruction is ionevitable. On the other hand, 
those who Jove God are as the sun of the hea­
vens, shining brightly and ever dispelling tht 
mists of darkness. 

Reading-Judges 4. 
Thursday. 

And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule 
over you, 'neither shall my son rule over you: 
the Lord shall rule over you.- Judges 8: 23. 

"Few with such power at their command would 
have acted as Gideon. His -speech calls them 
back to their first principles, and should have 
excited in them both shame and contrition." 

Reading-Judges 8: 1-23. 
Friday. 

And they put away the strange gods from 
among them, and served the Lord ; and his soul 
was grieved for the misery of Israel.-Judges 
10: 16. 

God's soul was grieved ! How pathetic are these 
words, and what a wealth of meaning they em­
body! In this instance Jehovah grieves for Is­
rael; his compassion moved on a comparatively 
small scale. But now, our heavenly Father 
grieves for the whole world, and has manifested 
his infinite compassion by the gift of his only 
begotten Son, whose sacrifice upon Calvary was 
designed to redeem every sin-stricken soul. 

Reading- Judges 10. 
Saturday. 

For it came to pass, when the flame went up 
toward heaven from off the altar, that the an­
gel of the Lord ascended in the flame of the 
altar. And Marn.cab and his wife- looked on it, 
and fell on their faces to the ground.-Judges 
13: 20. 

According to the angel's directions Manoah 
and his wife offered their sacrif)ce to the Lord, 
upon which the angel ascended in the flame. of 
the altar, satisfied that an acceptable offermg 
had been made. 

Reading- Judges 13. 
Sunday. . 

And Samson said, Let me die with the Phihs· 
tines. And he bowed himself with all his might ; 
and the house fell.- Judges 16 : 30. 

Samson had prayed for strength for th(s 
gigantic effort, so that it cannot he said that it 
was done in a mon1ent of uncontrollable passion 
or from persornal hatred. Possessing a holy zeal 
for the glory of Jehovah and for Israel, Samson 
beseeches divine aid, ancl obtains it, for th• 
great edifice immediately falls. 

neading- Judges 16: 13-31. 
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March 22. 

REW ARD FOR LABOR DONE. 

( I Corinthians 3: 1-14.) 

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN. 167 

H. J. Patterson, M.A. 
Grossly Selfish and Enthusiastically Idealistic. 

"Now he that planteth and he that watereth 

arc one: and every maro, shall receive his own 

reward according to his own labor" (1 Cor. 3: 8) 

The division at Corinth gave Paul a splendi<i 

opportunity of showing that the Author of saJ. 

rntion is God, not man. But though that was 

true, men had a part as ministers of sah-atio11. 

Pa~! and Apollos w~re ministers by whom they 

bchcvcd. And God 1s pleased to recognise one's 

work. "We arc laborers together with God." 

His Owtn, Reward. 

Only those who know little of adolescent youth 

will , judge our bending to refer to different 

groups of youth. Most of our llncst young peo­

ple of middle adolescence might he described 

as a queer mixture of gross selflshness and 

charming, enthusiastic idealism. To many we 

arc certain this will sound like a flat contradic­

tion. It is and it is not I The moods of early 

adolescence change so rapidly as to seem be­

wildering. The oscillations generally move from 

one extreme to the other. At times these ex­

tremes in the one pcrson can be seen within an 

hour! As they arc led, so will a more or less 

general "set'' take place. Some day, perhaps 

quite unexpectedly, the youth will settle dowu 

for n while with his face sci towards one or 

other of U1esc extremes. This is a vital moment 

Youth has many crises, and this is 011c of them. 

Youth's Uncertainties. 

There is no certainty as to which of these two 

extremes the average youth will tend. The 

chances arc about equal. What will matter arc 

the influences by which he is surrounded. In 

75 per cent. of cnscs the "set" can be secured 

for the noblest, highest and most idealistic, if 

those who really do co111Dt in the youth's life will 

pay the price of sympathetic, unselflsh, enthusi­

astic all-out chumship guidance. Good results 

11re costly, and so are failures-the first in the 

high price leaders must pay for success, the lat­

ter in the dreadful loss involv,cd in a life that 

one has failed to lift. 

Youth Spoiled in the Making, 

Almost every week we see wonderful youth 

material mishandled. It hurts to see splendid 

material in the process of being spoiled. We 

can only avoid this disastrous result by making 

our lives count for somctbi,ng to these young 

people. One of their outstanding needs is friend­

ship-a friendship which includes thinking aloud 

wiih one another. In this beautiful relationship 

the youth's yearnings and heartaches will he 

discussed, and gradually, sometimes very gradu­

ally, there will he se~n the influoocc of the wise 

and purposeful leader taking effect almost un­

consciously in the life of the other. 

The reward like the work is eternal. It be­

longs lo the reality of things. It is not of this 

world. It has to do with the character and the 

real self. "Abraham looked for· a city which 

hath foundations, whose builder and maker is 

God," and we believe he was rewarded. Lot 

sought the city of man's building, a11d his own 

character suffered. He had no reward. Peter 

writes of the "inheritance, incorruptible, and 

undefiled, and that fadetb not away, reserved in 

heaven for you" (1 Peter 1: 4). Daniel writes, 

"They that be wise shall shine as the brightness 

of the firmament; and they that turn many to 

righteousness as the stars for ever and ever." 

The reward is eternal. And it shall be my own 

reward. One cause of unrest among men to­

day is that rewards are not fairly proportioned 

or equitably distributed. One man who docs the 

hard spade work is miserably rewarded in com­

parison with the other who has a very light part 

of the task. But our reward will be our own. 

The parables of the Pounds and the Talents will 

be seen working out in reality. But there arc 

conditions. Of what nature is "my own labor"? 

Does it stand the test? "If any man's work 

abide." The reward is eternal, but so also must 

be the work. The character of the work may 

be dctermilned by the end in view. Are we 

working to please men or God? Are we work­

ing for Jesus, o,r a doctrine, or a church? 'What 

are you doing? What is the end in view? Even 

that task of yours that has become so ordinary 

and common because you do it every day may 

become a... task that counts for eternity: Do 

you work for a Jiving? Or is it for something 01· 

someone else? If you cut a stone, is it because 

you are compelled by force of circumstances to 

do so, or is it done as unto God aml your con­

tribution to the welfare of man? 

Why Some Leaders Only Just Miss Success. 

His Own Labor. 

Preachers, your sermons may not count for 

very much if you have not sought to enrich 

other lives by sharing with them all that is 

meant by friendship. Then your poorest ser­

mons will be_ golden, because behind them is 

the golden, priceless influence of friendship. 

Many preachers fail here, and they arc blaming 

something else for their want of success. 

Exactly the same applies and with equal force 

to teachers :ind all youth leaders. 

H. H. Harris, in "Leaders of Youth," says: 

"Friendship in the teen age reaches out in three 

directions. In one direction it. seeks friends of 

those of its owu age and sex; · in an.other, those 

of its own age and the opposite sex; in the 

third direction, the friendship making sense 

reaches out for someone of older years who shall 

help interpret life to the inexperienced." 

le it, Little or Is it Much 1 

the process one's own li fc is immeasurably en­

riched, nod precious Jives nrc made over to the 

care of and introduced into the friendship of­

the world's greatest Friend. 

TEACHER-TRAINING SCHOOLS IN S.A. 

The S.A. Bible School Department is planning 

for a teachers' training school to be conducted 

throughout the State during this conference year. 

It is proposed to hold these schools simultan­

eously for nine ni•ghts (one each week) cluring 

the months of May a•nd June. It is suggested 

that the preachers of the churches ( or where 

there is no resident preacher some accredited 

brother) be asked to conduct these schools in 

their own centres or by an exchange if so de­

sired. Typewritten notes covering the whole 

series of lectures will be supplied gratis to all 

teachers and students by the department. Three 

topics have been decided on, and there arc to 

be three lectures on each as follows :-(1) First 

Principlcs.-(a) The Bible. (h) .Tesus Christ. 

(c) The Gospel. (2) The History of the 

Church.-(a) The Inception of the Church. (h) 

The Church of the Dark Ages. (c) Reformation, 

Spiritual Revival and Restoration. (3) The Art 

of Teaching.-(a) Necessary Considerations to 

Successful Teaching. (h) The Object of the Teach-

- Ing. (c) The Source of the Teaching . . H. Gray, 

J. Wiltshire and T. Edwards have consented to 

prepare the notes for these lectures. There will 

be no fees charged to either schools or stndenls. 

VICTORIAN KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION. 

We are pleased to receive from Miss E. Ryal! 

the syllabus of the Sunday School Kindergarten -· 

and Primary Association. Meetings arc held 

every third Wednesday in the Assembly Hall, 

Collins-st., Melbourne, at 7.45 p.m., room No. I. 

Membership is open to one leader and one senior 

helper from each department; subscription, lea­

der, 3/6 p.a.; helper, 1/- p.a.; honorary, 1/ - _p.a. 

March 15-"The Young Tcacher."-Executive 
Committee. _ 

April 19-"Practical Sugge~tions Gained During 

Easter Conference, 1933."-Miss Elsie 

Jones. 
May 17-"The Teacher and Her Bible."-J. H. 

Cain. 
June 21-"The Use of Art in Religious Educa­

tion."-Miss C. M. Forster, M.A. The reward will be according to the labor ex­

pended and it must be "his own." How propor­

·tion the share of the labor to missionary or 

preacher or Sunday School teacher? How much 

to that soul won to God for the inllu­

en~e of some saintly character in childhood? 

WJ1en a soul makes decision for Christ, how 

much to the choir, Christian atmosphere through 

prayer ·and si'llging, and how much to others? 

"Our church raised £50 for Foreign Missions." 

The question is, Did you play a worthy part? 

How much of your own labor went to secure the 

result? "We built that cathedral," said a laborer. 

"What did you do?" said- another to him. "Oh," 

said he, "I mixed the mortar.". If that's my task 

and J d.o it well, I make a substantial contribu­

tion. Our eternal reward will suffer in so far 

as we miss the opportunities presented. Look 

for them. It may he only a cup .of water in the 

name of a disciple, but even this is labor that 

will not fail of reward. But to receive on,:,'s 

uown reward'' means first one's "own labor4" 

TOPIC FOR MARCH 29.-HUMILI1Y.- Mntt. 

5: 1-12. 

How handicapped is that one who has a teacher 

or leader who just misses success by failing to 

realise the one thing 111eedful, failing to pay the 

extra price of life-sharing. If it be a preacher 

what a tragedy to miss success by so little-or 

·should we 'ilot more correctly say, by so much? 

It takes a lot of loving; it takes n lot of pray­

ing; it takes n lot of sharing to succeed; hut in 

At Erskinevillc, N .S.W., gospel meetings on Sun­

day evenings, H. C. Stitt makes a practice of re­

lating a Bible story, omitting certain points of 

identification, The children arc given Gospels 

for the supply of the "missing links." In the 

picture it will he noticed that cager hands are 

raised, by the "kindergarten" children, to supply 
the answer, 
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