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A Passion for Christ. 
AFTER farewe lls ha\'e bren said. \\'C 

gather in this chapel for our final 
devotional session. r\ short and simple 
message is all that is required. \Ve a re 
thinking of the \\'Ork of all of us, but 
especially our thoughts go out to the men 
who are about to enter on fuller servire. 

l n a text that is at once familiar and 
most popular for scrmonic treatment \\'e 
read that when the apostles Peter and 
John were first brought before the San
hedrin, the members of the council " took 
knowledge of them that they had been \\'ith 
Jesus." It is their boldness that is speci
ally mentioned. but doubtless their speech 
and the manner o f it , and indeed their 
whole demeanor. reminded the rulers of 
Jesus Christ \\'ho a little \\'hile before had 
been tried bY this same council. Jt would 
be well if those " ·hom we seek to sen·e. 
and all with whom we come in contact, 
were to recognise us as Jesus· men, and 
were to be assured that we must have com
panied with him. It was said of Thomas 
Cook, of Cliff College, that "people fell 
under the spell, not o f his preiching, but 
of his personality ; 

.. And weary souls w ho pa ssed him in the s treet 
Saw Chris t's love beam from out hi s wisirul 

eyes, 
And had new confidence in God a nd m:-m .'

1 

Zinzendorf's Motto. 
R ecently I was reading again of Count 

Zinzendorf; the great and saintly leader 
of the :\loravian Drotherhood of the eigh
teenth century. The secret ~f his wonder
ful Ii fe and influence is to be found in the 
,,·ords of his life's motto : '·I have one 
passim'\, and it is He, and l-'le alone." A 
greater even than Zinzendorf had this same 
passion. There has just been read to us 
the declara tion o f the Apostle Paul : " For 
me to live is Christ. '' ' 'Christ liveth in 
me," he wrote : "and that Ii fe which l noll' 
live in the flesh, I live in faith ,' the faith 
which is in the Son of God who loved me, 
and gave himself up for me." 

:\ly wish for you, the aspi rat ion of us 
a ll , is in these words. 

:\lay you have a passion for Christ. May 
the spirit which ever animated our Lord 
be in your hearts. i\J ay the Christ Ii fe 

be manifested in your lives. :\lay the 
message o f the Christ ever be on yom lips. 
You go to represent him. to commend him 
by your words and actions to those for 
whom he died, to uplift him as the only 
Saviour of a lost humanity. :\lay you 
never tire of witnessing for him, and never 
hesitate to proclaim his g lorious Gospel in 
all its simplicity and truth . 

Believe that it Matter s. 
Be· in dead earnest. Deem that it 

matters whether men accept Christ or not, 
\\'hether Christians live according to his 
will, whether the world will act according 
to his principles. Kno"· that there is only 
one alternative-ruin. 

De grave, earnest and insistent . Preach 
as if you really believed the things you say. 
Realise the truths first in your o\\'n heart. 
First experience, and then proclaim; for 
you cannot properly teach what you do not 
know. 

I lave a compassion for the distressed 
and hungry multitudes such as our Lord 
had, a passion for the Gospel such as pos
sessed that flaming evangelist. the i\ postlc 
Paul. 

It is recorded of I !ugh Price Hug hes 
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that he " would sou with disappointment 
when a Sunday passed without conversions 
at St. J ames·s ·Hall." and Mr. C. Ensor 
Walters tells how he '·would pray for souls 
in staccato sentences as they cycled the 
roads of Hig hgate." Perhaps that seems 

·more strange to us than worthy o f imita
tion. Hut we should cultivate such a g rea1· 
concern for the souls of men. Dr. Donald 
0 . Soper-Soper of Tower Hill-has been 
saying that he sees more clearly now tha t 
a preacher's fir st business is to save men. 
and that ·' the terrific passion o f I lug-hes 
for the souls o f men'' has greatly moved 
him. A burning heart, a spirit of intense 
evangelistic fen-or, is one o f the church's 
greatest needs. 

Examlnations A head. 
Your College examinations are over . 

:\lay we not a ll profitably be re111inded 
that the g reat examination is yet to be, 
O ur lives and our words have all to be 
tested in the day to which we a re hasten
ing. Dean Church used to re111ind him
sel f and others that we shall 111eet our 
sermons agam before the g reat ll'hite 
throne of God. How will they seem to 
him-approved or conde111ned, \[ore than 
once, doubtless, I have quoted the words 
which will for111 a fi tting close to this brief 
talk. It was said of the saintly Bishop 
:\Ioule of Durham that crowds came to 
hear hi111 "expecting to be led to the cross 
and to hear of Christ, and they were 
never disappointed .. , I low delig ht fu 1 if 
that could truthfully be said o f us ! 

Bishop :\lonle's own lines ( on " Ford
ling ton Pulpit' ') have ever seemecl to me 
\'ery beauti fnl and searching : 

"Sinrul prcnchcr, ask again, 
111 this nt•arucs~ to thy Lo rd, 
I-l ow lo him lrnth run~ thy s tra in 
\\rhcn it seemed l o speak his word . 
Ha~ he found thy message true? 
Truth , nnd t ruly s poken too? 
L1tl l' l'l1cl with a purpose whole 
F1·om a scH-rorgctful soul, 
13r nt on nothing sa\'c the fame 
Of the g rt'ul rcdrcming Na me, 
And the pa rdon, li fe und bliss 
or Ilic souls he bought fo r hi, ? 

Think I- but, a h , with thought, like th,,se, 
Hasten, s innrr, l o thy knrrs ." 

Such thoughts should help-alHl possibly 
even trans form-om preaching. 

\ 
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Destroying the Bridge. 
"FORGIV~ . us our debts, as we also 

have forgiven our debtors." So Christ 
ta1;1&"ht_ his disciJ)l~s to pray. A forgiving 
spirit 1s a cond1t10n of receiving forgive
ness. No lesson was more emphasised by 
our Lor~ than this. "If ye forgive not 
men their _trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses." To har
bo~ . a . grudge, to maintain a relentless 
sp1nt, 1s too costly a thing for any of us . 

One has put the lesson in a sentence to 
be remembered: "The man who refuses 
to forgive destroys the bridge over which 
he himself must some day pass." 

Towards Unity. 
SO many people talk against denomina

tionalism to-day that it is a wonder 
that' sectarianism persists. \Vhen we all 
act as we profess to believe doubtless 
divisions will vanish. For a h~mdred and ' 
thirty years our people have been pleading 
for umty. !11:any to-day are using such ar
guments as our fathers did. For the · 
change in outlook, we give thanks. :ti.fay 
the day soon dawn when aspiration will 
be followed by achievement. 

An · editorial in '"The Christian Advo
cate," an American Methodist paper, con
tained the following interesting sentences : 
"A Presbyterian preacher said that if Paul 
returned to earth and looked for a church 
after the apostolic pattern, he would have 
to go to the Presbyterian church. A good 
Methodist sister said, 'Why must we have 
so many denominations? Why can't every
body be sensible and be Methodists?' Each 
religiou£ denomination can share the pecu
liar cqntribution of values, and the particu
lar emphasis on the truth which belongs 
to all the denominations. We escape a 
narrow bigotry by sharing the wealth o f 
all." 

Difficult Scriptures. 

W E have the authority of the Apostle 
·Peter for the statement that in the 

scriptures there are some things . "hard 
to be understood." He wonld be a very 
conceited individual who professed to find 
no hardship· in interpretation. It is neither 
surprising nor discouraging to find diffi
culties in the Bible. \Vith continued read

_ ing and meditation, light comes to many an 
obscure passage. Every student of the 
\Vord knows the joy of receiving the new 
light which breaks out from the ·sacred 
page. Some difficulties are due .to variant 
readings or to ambiguous texts . Some are 
cine to the cha'11ging meanings of lan
guage. Generally, vital t_eachi1!g is clear 
to the prepare·d and attentive mmd. What 
is difficult to one reader may be easy for 
another to understand. A teachable and 
prayerful spir.it will assist us all to ap
preciate the revelation of God. May no 
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light. be denied us because we have not , 
the desire to walk in the light . 

It is our intention for a time to o-ive a 
brief weekly treatment of passages ~vhich 
ar_e. quite commonly misunderstood or 
m1s111terpretecl by uninstr~1ctecl readers, 
though they may have no hardship at all 
for the st~dent. O ur fitst choice is an ap
.propnate, 1 f very simple, tex t. 

Misunderstood Texts. 
Scripture Searching (John 5: 39) .

Often we hear the statement that Jesus 
told the Jews to "search the Scriptures '' 
and so is his word translated jn the co1~
mon version of John 5 : 39. A delightful 
booklet edited by a distinguished scholar, 
and giving studies of difficult texts has in 
its preface the sentences : " \V

0

e are' told to 
'search the Scriptures ' (John 5: 39). \Ve 
are told not merely to read, but to 'search ' 
for hidden treasures . The· meanino- of 
Scripture does n~t always lie on the '"sur
face. No attention we pay can be 
too great or too minute, for the _smallest 
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Of I-Ioly Writ have often a deep points 
meaning. '' 

The sentiments expressed ar~ excellent, 
but they do not a-ive the meamng of our 
text. In the revis~d version, the w_orcls ar~ 
translated " Ye search the Scriptures. 

c ' • • sense as The one translation 1s, 111 a G k 
legitimate as the other ; for th~ r~e 
word used by Christ might ?e ~1ther ,;m
perative ("Search ' ' ) or ind1cat1ve ( Ye 
search" ) . But the ~ho!~ context shows 
that- the revised vers10n 1s correct. The 
J ews did "search," but rejected him ~f 
whom the Scriptures testified. The verse is 
not so much an injunction to ~earch ~he 
Scriptures as it is a warning agamst Scrip
ture searching to little purpose. We must 
read and accept. 

BLESSEDNESS is repos~ in the One and 
E ternal. We cannot win blessedness ; 

but we may cast away our wretchedness 
( which is simply to seek no more our own 
g lory, power and pleasure), and thereupon 
blessedness forthwith of itself will supply 
the empty place.-Fichte. 

The World Problem-And ,you. 
T HE fact of the problem is unques

tioned. \Ale may not ·all think of it in 
the same way. But that the world is fes
tering with hates and suspicions, fear and 
unrest, which· express themselves in · wars, 
bitter nationalism, class strife, unemploy
ment and distress we are all a ware. 

What to , do about it? is the great ques
tion. There are many prophets-economic, 
social, political and . spiritual-who pro
pound solutions. Perhaps they confuse us. 
Yet surely there is something that can l:e 
clone, and if there is, Christian men and 
women should be doing it . 

Is there to be for us some great upheaval 
of the social orde'r, such as other countries 
have experienced? Will Communism ' 
come, or Fascism, or some revolutionary 
political alignment which we do not yet 
know? Must we have a new monetary sys-
tem? To all such questions, Perhaps! 

From the Christian point of view there 
is one thing that is surely right to do. 
That is, to place ourselves without reserve 
in the hands of Goel , to seek his will, and 
to be prepared to accept it when it is re
vealed. That could be a platitude, but it 
is not written as such-please do not read 
it as one. It is probable that Goel has a 
plan, and that we-you and I-are part of 
it. To discover that plan, and to be pre
pared to fit into it when it is revealed: 
this it is surely right for us to do. 

Of course, we are all Christians. We 
have all professed allegiance to Christ. 'v\le 
have all joined the church. It does not, 
however, necessarily follow that we are all 
walking the way of discipleship . That is 

the tragedy of our formal profession. We 
rriay all profess so much and mean so little. 
A call is going 'forth to Christians every
where to-clay ·to re-examine the terms of 
their discipleship. "Take up thy cross, 
the Saviour said, if thou wouldst my dis
ciple be.' ' Have we really lifted it? Is 
our faith vital? That may call for a re
newal of our consecration. It certainly 
will for many of , us. But to see.k God's 
will, and to be prepared to do it at what
ever · cost ( who could say what that cost 
might be?) is our best contribution to the 
world 's problem. 

But, you say, that involves definite guid
ance! It clo~s rather. But you accept 
the fact of gmclance. You pray foe it, at 
any rate, and you would not sar that such 
prayers are idle words. Guiclarn:;e may not 
mean special illumination or sudden 
monitions of the Spirit of Goel. It may be · 
throwgh clearer light in our reading of the 
Word ; it may come throug h fellowship 
,yith others of God's people ; it may come 
through the normal faculties being made 
sensitive to divine suggestion. Such guid
ance will not be so clear and unmistak
able as to render the exercise of your own 
judgment, unnec_essary. But · it may be 
very real, and 1t can. only be had at a 
price. That price is a dedicated life of
fered in full surrender to Goel. 

\Voulcl that get us very far in the solu
tion of world problems? If all Christians 
were prepared to ,make this contribution 
Yes! . After all, we are chiefly responsibl~ 
fo_r ourse_lve~.-T. H. Scambler, B.A., 
Dip. Ed., m Swanston Street Review." 
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At Shechem Or At Bethel? 
(Gen. 33: 18-35 : 22.) 

J. Wiltshire. 

THE Spirit o f God tells us (Rom. 15: 
4) that "whatsoever things were writ

ten a foretime were written for our learn
ing.'' The exercise of Its right to 
discover the spiritual content in what is 
written is a joy to the devout heart. 

ence is often repeated. Good men mean 
to walk with God, but settle clown near 
to the city and accept the overtmes of the 
world for a common relationship. T heir 
families become entangled in snares which 
hold them in the bondage of unworthy 
things. Jacob thought to please the young 
folk, not to be too exacting and exclusive. 
He ought to have known better, because the 
story of Lot was then young . God directs 
to 
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mcnts. ,\ ml let us a rise, and go to Bethel : 
and I ,rill make there an altar unto God.'' 

The closer 1~atk calls for fuller s·anr 
tification. Forfcitmes must be made: a 
price must be paid. llethel finds out what 
Shechem did not reveal. False gods, un
cleanness, rags and cheap decorations are 
all out of place. The sanctity which adorns 
the hidden man of the heart is the only 
thing that matters where heaven's light 
falls upon us. "Goel looketh upon the' 
heart.'' T hose going up to Bethel must 
walk as children of light. The privilege, 
however, of building our altar at the gate 
of heaven is worth paying for. Jacob 
found it so, and so have the faithful of 
all generations. A fter all, the price 1is not 
very high. The consecrated Ii fe is called 
upon to give up nothing that is any good. 

Dwell at Bethel. 

, Perhaps Jacob left too soon. Shadows 
fell on his path as he withdrew. Rachel 
died. Reuben sinned. We visit when 
God says dwell. We walk in shadows of 

Shechem and 13ethel represent two dwell
ing places in the pilgrimage of Jacob. 
The latter used to be called Luz. God met 
Jacob there when he was fleeing from the 
wrath of' Esau, and because the experience 
was so startling Jacob ren amed the pla_ce 
Bethel-" the house of God the 
gate of heaven." This was the beginning 
o f a growmg God-consciousness with 
Jacob; more than twenty years of exile 
could not efface the impression made upon 
hin( But it is not evident that J acob de
lighted in the God 'of Bethel throughout his 
vears of exile. He could refer to him as 
the God of his fathers, Abraham and 
Isaac, but he seems not to have claimed 
him as his own until he returned as far as 
Shechem, where he built an altar and called 
it E l-elohe-Israel-"God, the God of 
I srael." 

"And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up 
to Bethel and dwell there." T his word 
released terrible memories with Jacob. T his 
was the place where God could be seen at 
closest range. Here the white light of 
heaven streamed through heaven's gate. 
How could he approach this place again ? 
J acob was too sincere to refuse to take 
this step. A sincere man is never able 
long to resist the voice that directs him 
nearer to God. Cornelius immediately sent 
men to Joppa when he knew that God 
would give him more light. ,There is 
tragedy in the soul when men refuse or 
ablLSe light. 

· our own making when we walk from God's 
light. The protective shadow of the Al
mio-hty is· for those who dwell in the secret 
pla~e of the_ Most Higl]. 

"Then Jacob said unto his household, 
and to all that were with him, Put away 
the strange gods that are among you, and 
purify yourselves, and change your gar-

Q BEDIENCE must be the struggle and 
desire of our life. Obedience, not hard 

and forced, but ready, loving and spontan
eous ; the doing of duty; not merely that 
the duty may be done, but that the soul in 
doing it may become capable of receiving 
and uttering God.- Phillips Brooks. 

In Haran Jacob became rich ; there he 
married, and there most of his children 
were born. · When the time for his re
turn- to the land of his nativity came, God 
visited him and g ranted him a safe con
duct past the wrath of his brother Esau. 
He at lenoth became a " prince with God." 
He came to Shechem. The narrative here 
suggests to us Put In The Clutch. 
The Perils of Compromise. 

Jacob bought a parcel of land. He bought 
what God had promised to give. The 
materialistic spirit g rasps the shadow for 
fear of missing the substance. Faith waits 
and ir1herits the promise through patient 
endurance. He _paid well for the land, but 
all t he price was not paid in pieces of 
money. T he land was '·before the city." 
Jacob was surrendering, pe_rhaps unwit
tingly, his calling to walk with_ God. He 
built an altar on the field which he had 
bouo-ht it is true, ·but it was too close to 
the 
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edge of a moral precipice .. He meant 
to be a pilgrim, but he saw no dtsadvanta_ge~ 
in being on good and equal terms w1th 
dwellers in the country. Why need he be 
peculiar ? 

Dinah already had friends in Shechem. 
Parties at court had fascinated her. She 
~0011 became the fiance of a prince, and 
overtures were made by the men of the city 
for a common relationship with the family 
o f Israel. Shame ful trouble came, and 
the dark story of Genesis 34 was e~~cted . 
J acob was greatly distressed and huimhated. 

T hat was a dear fi eld . and the altar was 
never able to sanctify it. J acob"s experi-

"H ITCH your waggon to a star," 
Emerson told us in the old days. 

But waggons are well-nigh gone, driven 
but by motor cars. I t changes our way 
of thinking, too, before we know it. '!.i\Te 
are apt to think of man as a kind of self
starter , able to go it on his own gas. 

A friend in London sends me a set of 
"little grey books," all written in one key 
to prove one thing: "The_ power is within 
you." Maybe it is-stored up 111 us, hke 
a cha~ed battery for us to use. But 
whose"' power is it and where did we get 
it ? Do we make it o_urselves? 

It does make a difference how we think 
of it whether we are a reservoir or a 
spring. In one case we 11re doing it alone, 
lifting ourselves by our• own boot-straps. 
I 11 the . other a Power greater than our
selves is flo~ing through us, One is like 
talent, the ot)1er like genius. 

Anyway, a\1 of us have power to be more 
than we a re, and to do more than we do. 
As a boy, chased by an angry bn_ll, I 
jumped a fence I was never a?le to Jnmp 
again. A woman may be too ttred to drag 
one foot after the other, but if her baby 
is ill she forgets she is tired. 

... 
Yes, we have mo're power than we use, 

however we get it. It is a\1 a ·matter of 
putting in the clutch. O therwise, we let 
the engine nm on, wasting fuel and we~r
ing out the car. As the Queen told Ahce 
in Wonderland, we have to keep going in 
order to stay where we are. And we mtist 
go twice as fast, i f we are to get anywhere. 
If we just wait or worry we do not make 
headway, much less get where we want to 
go. 

How can we put in the clutch ? Call it 
prayer, or letting ourselves go, or " a queer 
little turn of the he;irt." It does not mat
ter so lon" as we do it. It is not in our· 
sta~s but in our minds. So far the little 
gre/ books are, right- we mt1st do the 
trick: no one will do it for ns. 

1 t is a great day when a man lea ms how 
to pnt in the clutch, step on the gas, and 
use all the power he has. It is so that 
ordinary men are made extraordinary, 
and big things are done. W ho knOl~s 
what he can do when he puts all there ts 
in him into his job!-Joseph Fort Newton 
in "Chr istian World"' ( London). 
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From Victory Unto Victory. 
Aoratos. 

CHRISTIANS enjoy singing the hymn with 
this inspiriting phrase. It is good to 

know that we are on the winning side. Our 
Lord said that the gates of Hades should 
not prevaU against his church. Paul lists life's 
calamities, claiming that in all these things we 
are more than conquerors. The Bible is a 
Book of hope. The kingdom of God is right
eousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
The story of mankind confirms the Joy and 
confidence inspired by scripture. 

'Springing out of the death of a reputed 
criminal, Christianity has now the loving allegi
ance of millions. In itself that clear fact is 
marvellous. At first Christianity seemed with
out hope of survivh:,g. Who could have be
lieved that the widespread, oft-repeated, official 
persecutions of Imperial Rome would fail to 
crush the new "superstition"? But fail they 
did. In fact, in three centuries the Empire 
bowed to the cross. Mithraism, neoplatonism, 
the atheism of such men as Celsus, all com
peted with the gospel and all lost to it. 

tolerated an hour In our times. Charles II. 
was the terror of every pretty girl who crossed 
his path, and as King of England lived openly 
In sin. His brother James II. was worse. He 
had eight children by one woman, seven by 
another, three by another, and one by a fourth. 
It was not for this that he lost the throne. 
But to-day, when a king wants to "marry" 
a twice-divorced woman, whose two earlier 
partners still live, the unanimity of scores of 
millions gives him to understand that he must 
choose between the throne and the woman ! 
The advance in morals and decency is im
measurable. 

Without going into details the churches and 
their leaders all over the world, especially out
side the Roman fold, are growing more friendly. 
Christian unity is well and truly on the way. 

And so we might go on, detailing the gains 
of righteousness and the advance of Christian
ity. Yet there are people, professing Chris
tians, often preachers, whose most cherished 
thesis is that the world is growing continually 
worse. It is a profane pessimism. It is only 
possible because of the necessities of a theory 
that tangles up revelation and shatters the 
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k' dom of God. No 
present reality of the mg be made to believe 
one who knows history can and more des
that humanity is growing w~~s~ mere common
perate. One would suppose a so awful. It is 
sense would rule out a ~he~\road knowledge 
degrading to God himsel . contrast between 
of history (not a narrow of the whole Jong 
1900 and 1937) , a knowledged wn the centuries 
sweep of the human story 0 . ro ess and 
proves that the world is makmg fanf y better 
that human life in the mass is goes not mock 
than it ever was before. His\C::-fs ~itiful theory 
the cross of Jes~s as does t tell us that the 
of pessimism. Hlsto_ry does no does not sug
cross was suffered m vam. It . like 
gest that Jesus was a failure. H!Storyd like 
the Word of God, abound_s m hope, ~~erable 
the map of the world, is an una . 
apologetic for the dynamic character of Chris
tianity. History endorses Paul as a true prort~t 
in proclaiming the gospel as the power of O d 
History reveals the world growing b~tter an 
happier, as in accord with some subhme ove~
plan, and as a consequence of our Saviours 
suffering and the preaching of his evan_gel. 
In a word, the story of the past 1900 years 1s a 
pageant of the Christian church preva1lmg, and 
of the kingdom of God going from victory unto 
victory. 

:r time is precious. no book that will not 
improve by repeated readings deserves to 

be read at all.-Thomas Carlyle. 

Christianity has brought social regeneration 
everywhere. In times when 80 per cent. of the 
people were slaves, it promptly eased the situa
tion. It ended crucifixion, one of antiquity's 
horrors. To-day that practice is almost non
existent. It is said to have occurred in Soviet 
Russia. It is wholly ended where Jesus wields 
his mild reign. It is due to Christianity that 
woman ranks anywhere on an equality wi~h 
men. 

The Sighing of the Spirit. 
True the improvement has not always been 

swift. 'But the passing centuries have beheld 
steady progress. It still goes on. We have lately 
emerged from a depression. Millions have been 
workless and needy. But all · over the world 
has come the "dole." Its appearance in non
Christian lands attests the growth of Christian 
influence. Fifty years ago there was no dole. 
Folk had to get along as best they could. To
day the Christian conscience refuses to let 
fellow creatures starve. 

Slavery has been mentioned herein; De
liverance here came late. Even then 1t took 
more than a century of specific anti-slavery 
effort by Christians to end it under our British 
flag. It required £20,000,000 for compensation 
at that. In the United States it was done 
through a bitter war. 

The fight against liquor, gambling and social 
vice generally has not yet triumphed. But 
real progress has come. There is much less 
drunkenness than 70 and more years ago. Such 
evils as drugs and white slavery have been 
seriously curtailed by the League of Nations. 
The league is itself evidence of the slow emer
gence of a better spirit. 

With all its terrors and modern immensity 
war has been largely purged of its most bar
barous aspects. It needs to be remembered 
that even to-day war has not thrust itself into 
a warless world. There have always been 
wars. Even concerning its gigantic scale 
things are not •always so much worse. At 
Salamis the Greeks had 378 ships; the Persian 
fleet was twice as large. 

There may be those who think that the tiny 
bathing suits, the nudist noodles, free sex talk, 
Sunday picnics, more numerous divorces, and 
the like, mean that civilisation and morality 
are waning. Even in some of these, current 
usages are certainly no worse than those of the 
past, whether ancient or modern. Our worst is 
no worse than Antiochian groves. We are not 
as debased as Roman society was. Even the 
papacy could not now tolerate an Alexander VI. 
How far could Henry VIII. indulge his lustful 
appetites to-day? Mary Tudor would not be 

A. B. Withers. 

"THE wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the voice thereof," Jesus said to 

Nicodemus, and had his own application of 
the fact to make; that as whence the wind 
comes and whither it goes are unknown, "so 
is everyone that is born of the Spirit." ' 'The 
wind bloweth . . . and thou hearest the 
voice thereof." It is sometimes just a sighing. 
Wind and spirit, even the Holy Spirit, are 
from the one word; and as there is a sighing 
of the wind, there is a sighing of the Spirit. 

The sighing of the Spirit comes of the Spirit 
helping our infirmity. Our infirmity is that 
"we know not how to pray as we ought." We 
know not, but the Spirit makes intercession for 
us. "For we know not how to pray as we 
ough_t; but the Spirit himself maketh inter
cession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered." This is the sighing of the Spirit 
- "groanings which cannot be uttered." 

The Groanings of the Spirit. 

Out of the bush God spoke to Moses of see
ing the affliction of his people In Egypt, and 
of hearing their groaning. It was a cry which 
came unto God, but a cry which was a ir.,roan
ing. "I have surely seen the affliction ltf ~Y 
people which is in Egypt, and have heard their 
groaning." The Spirit's Intercession is with 
groanings, but "groanings which cannot be 
uttered." 

Groaning is the uttering of "a deep moaning 
sound." A groaning is that sound; "a low 
moaning sound." The groanings of the Spirit 
are hardly that. Intercession with groanings 
which cannot be uttered is intercession not in 
words. "The Spirit pleads for us with sighs 
that are beyond words." He makes inter
cession "with unutterable yearnings." The 
groanings of the Spirit are subdued. They are 
sighs rather than sounds. They are feelings 
more than words. These are sufficient. Groan
ings are not hard to understand. They tell 
plainly that there is grief or pain. They are 
the sounds of the hospital and the house 
where death has come, and they are expressive. 

Words are unnecessary. An injured man has 
not. to say it hurts him to be moved. His 
groaning when the attempt is made to move 
him is enough. The sighing of the Spirit is 
as well understood. "And he that searcheth 
the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the 
saints according to the will of God." As man 
knows the meaning of his fellow's pained 
cry, God knows the mind of the Spirit. God 
who heard the cry of his people and knew 
their sorrows "knoweth what is the mind of 
the Spirit." 

The mind of the Spirit is the wants of the 
saints. The things for which we do not prop
erly pray are known to God. Our prayers are 
not prevented though we ourselves know not 
how to pray as we ought. Though we pray in 
ignorance; though we still have need of 
teaching how to pray, and never learn; though 
m fact we cannot pray, the Spirit makes in
tercession and God, who himself knows what 
w7 have need _of before we ask, knows the 
mmd of the Sp1fit. 

The Help of the Spirit. 

We still need to pray. The Spirit " helpeth 
o~r infirmi~r'' He is the Comforter ; one who 
g1~es aid. He shall teach you all things, and 
brmg to your remembrance all that I said unto 
you." "He . shalJ bear witness of me: and ye 
al_so bear . witness." "And he, when he is come 
w11J convict the world in respect of sin, and 
of _righ~.eousness, and of Judgment." That the 
Spmt helpeth our infirmity'• does not take 
away from us the necessity of praying W 
must pray, though it be imperfectly, not know: 
ing how to pray as we ought The S i ·t 
helps. He does not take awa p n 
He makes intercession, but we also ~av~~ part. 
He "helpeth our infirmity" but d it O pr~y. 
firmity we must pray in our esp e our m-
let us pray, and whe~ we feel t~li~~:~dl way 
of our prayers, let us remember the . h? enc~ 
the Spirit, and rejoicing for th s1g m~ o 
pray with greater confidence. e consolat1on, 
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"Wh'l W H T' " . 1 e e ave 1me. 
"TiflilLE we have time, let us do good unto 
n all men," advised the apostle,- "specially 

unto them that are of the household of faith." 
The inference is obvious: we shan't always have 
time. How is it possible to exaggerate the im
portance of the opportunity? Now, "now is the 
accepted time." The night cometh when no 
man can work. And then how feeble, how 
futile, all our excuses will seem I Some of us 
are aware how, upon the sheer verge of death, 
It is not one's sins of commission which op
press the sinking soul, but those of omission. 
Such vital opportunities ignored, neglected, 
wasted---such precious days and weeks and 
years gone by! And then, one would give 
the world and all that therein is for one hour 
or two, Just to show, in "one crowded hour 
of glorious life," what life might really be made, 
how brimful of love, how surcharged with help 
to others. "Too late, too late, ye cannot enter 
now" into that kingdom of God on earth which 
is service of love to others; and this is the 
only service in which we can be truly said to 
live . . . So it is now, while we have time, 
that we must capture every fleeting opportun
ity, whose worth Is doubled by its imperman
ence. Oh, I know we can summon up a host of 
kindly deeds to our kinsfolk and friends! But 
"If ye love your brethren only, what reward 
have ye?" Just think what pounds and pounds 
people spend at Christmas-how the shops are 
crammed with pretty trashy things, for pres
ents to "our brethren only"! And then think 
of all the unknown needy folk whom we have 
absolutely forgotten! Words fail to depict 
what a disordered, gigantic heap of indirect 
selfishness one's past life appears, when its last 
moments are, humanly speaking, numbered; 
how frul tless, how foolish, how barren of all 
true values! A flash of light reveals the thou
sand- ways in which we might have benefited 
someone, we might have been living witnesses 
for Christ, we might have lifted some poor 
struggling soul- and did not. The whole world 
lies open behind us, a huge field of neglected 
possibilities-all we might have offered-how
ever poor the offeriµg- for Christ in heaven 
and his people on earth! Shame intolerable 

loads the mind, and Inconceivable regret. Oh, 
I do beg of you, don't expose yourself to such 
a risk! Had we even done all that was com
manded us-God's idea of "all," not ours-we 
should still have to proclaim ourselves "un: 
profitable servants." But what a lukewarm, 
shallow business we have made of it! "While 
we have time." . . . The clock ticks on in
exorably. . . . There is nothing we can plead 
in extenuation of our sins of omission. . So 
little effort would have provided the cup of 

, cold water (or, which in this climate is pref-
erable, the cup of hot tea!) . So slight a 
thought would have supplied a little bread to 
the hungry- a little fruit, or a few flowers, to 
the sick. How trifling a deflection of thought 
from one's own interests would have brought 
help to Christ himself---so he says-"sick, . or 
naked, or a stranger." Why, I have known 
men who hoarded up cupboards full of clothes, 
year after year, till · the clothes became mil
dewed and moth-eaten and fell to pieces
rather than let them be sent to clothe the 
Saviour in the persons of his naked, shivering 
poor! Yet these men considered themselves 
Christians-I can't think why! To be on the 
look-out for Christ continually( in one of these 
his brethren : this seems as insignificant a 
matter as did the washing in Jordan to 
Naaman; and yet, does anybody want to chance 
being told, "Depart, ye cursed"? "If you do 
not wish for the kingdom," it has been said, 
"don't pray for it. If you do, you must work 
for it. . . . -Observe, it is a kingdom that is 
to come to us." Every farthing given in his 
name brings the . kingdom palpably nearer. 
It is not the big, triumphal things, the great 
oblations and ostentatious pieties that matter, 
so much as the sum of many obscure, small 
kindnesses. What a simple formula for life 
this would be, If only we would act upon it!-'
"To all that in you lies, for everybody, for 
love's dear sake." Christ himself, it · would 
seem, could suggest to us no better prepara
tion for our being counted worthy to stand 
before the Son of man. Yet how unworthy is 
our best! .-Mary Byron in "British 
Weekly." 

Making Your Visions a Reality. 
G. H. Newell. 

'J WAS not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision," said Paul. 

How many people long to be like Paul, but 
how few ever grow to be like him! Men and 
women have visions, but never make their 
visions into realities, because it Is hard, heart
rending work. The vision came to: Saul on 
the road to Damascus. Then came this great 
soul's absolute surrender unto the Lord. "What 
wilt thou have me to do?" he said. No 
quibbling, no shuffling. Paul realised. what it 
meant, what it would cost to make his visir;m 
a reality. Sacrificing his nationality, his 
family, his hopes and ambitions. He utterly 
renounced self to make that vision of Christ 
a reallty. No wonder he went Into the dark
ness of blindness for days. He needed it. 
In his blindness he was alone with God. The 
vision would remain and ever throughout life 
that heroic soul sought to make his vision a 
reality at such a tremendous cost. 

Paul was not the first who did that. To 
Jesus Christ came the 'vision of redeeming love 
for mankind. All the glorious ambitions of 
holy love were sacrificed. He let equality with 
God go and humbled himself. He took upon 

himself the form of a ~rvant and submitted 
even unto an enemy of God-death. Christ 
was tnie to the great vision of saving man
kind. He sacrificed all and died on a cross. 
Because of this sacrifice of self God exalted 
him and gave him a name above every other 
name. 

So Paul would follow Jesus and he bids us 
follow him. Make our visions a reality. This 
can only be done by the absolute sacrifice of 
all we are and hope to be. Renounce self and 
take up our cross daily. There is no other 
way to make our visions a reality. 

To those who are true to their God-given 
visions God gives a name above every other 
name. "This is my son." It has never been 
easy. It never will be easy. One needs more 
than himself to be able to attain to the 
reality, that is why our blessed Lord said, "I 
am with you always.'' As we strive to follow, 
we find not the bloodstained footprints but the 
bloodstained hand, and very often we find it 
around our shoulders as the arm of' a com
rade who knows all about It and desires to, help 
unto the uttermost. "Lord, help me by thy 
grace to make the vision thou hast given me 
a reality." 

.. 

5 

New Year Thoughts. 
A NEW YEAR is something more than a date; 

It is a spiritual occasion and event. In 
thousands of homes, the last days of the old 
year were occupied ,in removing dust and de
filement which had gathered during the old 
year, so that we might meet the New Year 
with a new countenance. That, I hold, was 
something more than cleanliness: it was god
liness. It was the work of superstition, if you 
like. But it was one of those superstitions 
which defend and express a human instinct, one 
of those superstitions · which you must not 
strike at for fear you Injure more than itself 
and shame us out of a safeguard. 

' 

It is a great part of the art of life to know 
how to take advantage of those tides of the 
spirit. Much of . every life is · regular and 
tame. We simply go on-not reluctantly, not 
unhappily, but without any strong or tumul
tuous feeling. But days or hours do come, I 
repeat, when the wind strikes our sails, when 
something melts or kindles within us, when 
our duties are a delight to us, and we are 
ready to commit ourselves to high and unusual 
purposes. 

Now these tides of the spirit offer ·them
selves in order that we may launch out upon 
them. Those high impulses move within us in 
order that we may act upon them. An emo
tion-even the holiest-by itself is nothing! 
It is an unfinished thing. An emotion-even 
the holiest-is but an opportunity, a very 
good opportunity, for doing something, or for 
becoming somet_hing. An emotion comes to 
us in order that we may set out upon it. It 
is the steam by · wmch the whole Interior 
business of our life gets advanced. Emotion 
is to our personal life what the band is to a 
regiment on the march: it is the thing which 
makes us forget that we are marching. 

It is possible for us to have feelings of an 
exalted and religious kind, and yet at the same 
time to be living in a way quite opposed to 
them. And far from rebuking ourselves for 
living In this divided and insincere way, w~ 
may even take credit. to ourselves for having 
fine feelings at all. But feelings or impulses 
or fine thoughts which are having no direct in
fluence upon our true character are of no more 
value than those dreams we dream in which 
we seem to be doing something remarkable, 
when as a matter of fact we are asleep in bed. 

Tolstoy · tells us~f a lady weeping bitterly as 
she sat in her stall at the play-weeping over 
the fictitious sufferings of the hero-while all 
the time her poor droshky-driver was freezing 
on the box, outside. We all know what it is 
to be deeply touched by some story we have 
beeq re.ading, or by fine music, or by pictures, 
what it is to feel tender and sore; and yet, at 
the very moment, or next moment, to be able 
to speak sharply to someone who asks a ser
vice of us, or to become angry and rebellious 
as we recall some little duty to which we 
must now bestir ourselves. To have high feel
ings and to do nothing on the strength of 
them, is simply to be· indulging ourselves. 
We often say that to hear some music or to 
read some book did us good. But perhaps we 
have no right to say that any experience did 
us good if it failed to make us good, if It failed 
to influence, in some real way, our behaviour 
to others, or to refine and correct our life-I 
mean In the region of our pursuits and the 
things we permit ourselves. 

Applying all this to the position we occupy 
to-day with a New Year stretching before us. 
We all have our own feelings about ourselves, 
and they are apt to be very honest at such a 
time as this. Only let us see that we act upon 
them. Our business With those uprisings of 
emotion, of moral ambition and faith, Is, not to 
get behind them, not to reduce their signifi
cance, but to act upon them, to attribute to 
them the highest source, and to give them, their 
fullest way.-"Watchman," in "British Weekly." 
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The Home Circle. 
Conducted by J. C. F. Pittman. 

LIFE. 

LIFE'S a picture to the artist, 
To the rascal life's a fraud; 

Llfe, perhaps, ls but a burden 
To the man beneath the hod. 

Life is lovely to the lover, 
To the player life is play; 

Life may be a load of trouble 
To the man upon the dray. 

Life ls but a long vacation 
To the man who loves his work; 

Life's an everlasting effort 
To those folks who duty shirk. 

To the heaven-blest romancer 
Life's a story ever new; 

Life ls what we try to make it-
Brother, what is life to you? 

THE RELIGION OF THE SMILE AND 
FLOWER. . 

'l7ELLOW fever was epidemic in New Orleans. 
.l From the French market to the river, and 

all along the levee, and back through the old 
city, the terror spread. Everyone who could 
get away went, and those who remained, 
.quarantined, sat down to a battle with death. 
To be in a city, yet cut off from the world, 
this, if anything, is Isolation. To be sur
rounded with and dependent upon men and 
women, any one of whom may yet prove the 
source of a deadly contagion, this is the oc
casion of despair or even of madness. 

But science had brought a ground of en
couragement. Men need not fear each other, 
but the mosquito. And good sense and re
ligion all united to emphasise the lesson : the 
city's salvation lay in, united and unselfish 
effort for the common· good. 

Prominent among the workers was a young 
minister who had refused to flee from the city, 
and whose work day by day in the midst of 
danger brought comfort to the dying and hope 
to those in despair. ,. _ _ 

The health officers and the volunteer com
mittees had been labo,Ql),d:o-screen all cisterns 
and vaults where mosquitoes could breed, and 
had just about finished their work when a 
storm tore away the thin netting, and made 
innumerable new pools' for the breeding of the 
fever-spreading pests. 

Men heard the rain and wind in the' night 
with sinking of heart, and rose the next day 
to find their precautions vain and their labors 
futile. What was left but to curse God and 
die? 

It was o,n that morning that the headquar
ters of the committee flamed out a new motto, 
placarded there by the young minister : 

"Wear a smile on your face and a flower in 
your buttonhole." 

Men would not have heeded a sermon more 
dogmatic; but few could resist the persuasion 
of a homily so sensible and, short. They pinned 
on the flower, smiled, and . took heart, and went 
about •the hard duty of repairing the work the 
storm had destroyed. And nQW, as they look 
back upon those days of distress, It seems to 
them a message from h_eaven that came to 
them in their need-"Wear a smile on ,imur 
face and a flower In your buttonhole." 

There are many persons 'who face hard situ
ations and need the same message, and need 

· 1t as a message of faith In God. God reigns, 
and through evil and good will cause all things 
to work together for good. Faith such as this 
may well blossom in the smile and flower, and 
these will r.urely ca1Ty the gospel of hope and 

trust to other lives, and cause religion to be
come contagious. 

It Is written In the word of God, "Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace whose mind Is stayed 
on thee." A mind so stayed must bring peace 
to other minds. The smile of serene trust re
fle'cts Itself in the life that sees the smile. 
The flower of hope blossoms In other hearts 
than his who plucks and wears it. 

When duty Is hard, and your own faith is 
low, "Wear a smile on your face and a flower 
in your buttonhole."-Selected. 

DON'T WORRY. 

IF worry is not indeed a sin, it Is at least a 
foolish habit. These suggestions will be help

ful to overcome this enemy to our peace: 
Realise it as an enemy which destroys your 

happiness. 
Realise that it can be cured by persistent 

effort. 
Attack it definitely as something to be over

come. 
Realise that it has never done and can never 

do ,the least good. It wastes vitality and im
pairs the mental faculties. 

Conslc;ler what must be involved in the truth 
that God is infinite and that you are a part 
of his plan. 

Memorise some of the scripture promises; and 
recall them when the temptation to worry 
returns. 

Help and comfort your neighbor. 
Forgive your enemies and conquer your 

a versions. ' 
Induce others to begin the work of emancipa

tion from the worry habit.-Selected. 

SERVICE. 

WHO really knows just which ls the most 
Important business in the world? The 

general depends upon his staff, and they upon 
the men in the .ranks, and they upon the com
missary department, and all upon the munition 
makers and transport service, and ultimately 
upon the farmers in a thousand fields. Noth
ing that needs to be done is unimportant. No 
real service can ever be mean. The humblest 
task that God lays at any man's hand Is 
worthy of being in.vested with celestial dignity. 
Till he summons to something else, · put self
respect Into the duty nearest.-Dr. G. C. Peck. 

UNKNOWN TERRITORY. 
"Where did the car hit him?" · asked the 

coroner. "At the junction of the dorsal and 
cervical vertebrm," replied the medical witness. 

The burly foreman rose from his seat. "Man 
and boy, ,I've lived in these parts for fifty 
years," he protested ponderously, "an' I never 
heard of the place." 

NATURALLY. 
Knosy beckoned the little boy to him. "Tell 

me," he said, "are you a native of this place?" 
The boy scratched his head wonderingly. 
"What , do you mean, sir?." he asked. "Were 
you born here?" snapped Knosy, '1or did you 
come to live here afterwards?" The boy thought 
for a moment before he rsplied, "I didn't live 
here until after I was born here." 

Jan nary 6, 1938. 

The Family ,Altar. 
J.C.F.P. 

TOPIC.-" ZEAL FOR THY HOUSE." 

M d Y January 10. 
on a ' David set over 

AND these are they w_ho";'.he house of the 
the service of song ID ~ 

Lord.-1 Chron. 6: 31. f the names of 
Then follows a catalo~u~ 

0 d "the service of 
those. appolnte,d to super ;:ee great masters, 
song" in God s house. chosen 
with their respective families, were d b · 

th alms sung were penne Y 
Many of e ps h ight have placed 
David who, though e m . • 
hlmseif at the head of all the other m~s1c1ans, 
was willing to be doorkeeper m God s house 
so long as the services were conducted decently 

and In order. 
Reading-Psalm 148. 

Tuesday, January 11. 
Now behold in my t rouble I have prepared 

for th~ house' of the Lord.-1 Chron. 22 : 14. 
David gives his son Solomon an account of 

the great preparations he had made for the 
building of the temple; not boastfully, for he 
alludes to it as a poor ~bing (margm: I have 
in my poverty prepared), but as an incentive 
to his son cheerfully to continue the good work 
which -his father commenced. Although the 
offerings presented amounted to such a huge 
sum, David records them as if they were all 
too small, and reminds his son that he may 
"add thereto." 

Reading-1 Chronicles 22. 
\Vednesday, January 12. 

Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy 
house, and the place where thy honor dwell
eth.-Psalm 26: 8. 

Although frequently forced by his enemies 
to take refuge In idolatrous countries, David 
loved God's house, and greatly regretted h is 
inability to be always there. "Those who love 
communion with God, and delight In approach
ing to him, find it to be a constant pleasure, a 
comfortable evidence of their integrity, and a 
comfortable earnest of their eternal felicity." 

Reading-Psalm 26. 
Thu;•d•y, January 13. 

The zeal of thine ho~se hath eaten me up. 
-Psa. 69 : 9. . 
· David's enemies reproached him for his faith

ful service for God and zeal for his. house. 
"He laid to heart all the dishonor done to 
God and the contempt cast upon religion " 
"Thus," says David, "the zeal of thy hou~e 
hath eaten me up." 

Reading-Psalm 69: 1-18. 
. Friday, January 14. 
I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house 

of my God, than to dwell in the tents of 
w1ckedness.-Psa. 84: 10. 

David would prefer the meanest position and 
?ffice in God's house than to abide as master 
m the tents of Wickedness. How unlike the 
Pharisees, who loved th 
condition that th e_ synagogue only on 

Readlng-Psalme~/ccupied uppermost seats. 

Saturday,- ·Janua~y 15 
Thou mayest know h · 

have themselves In th ohw men ought to be-
3 : 15. e ouse of God.-1 Tim. 

The reference here 1 to the body of belle 5 not to a building, but 
to know how to vers. Paul wished Timothy 
reminding him th!itt~ church affairs wisely, 
and ground of the tr~hc!;iurch is "the pillar 

Readlng-1 Timothy 3_ · 

Make not ~
nd'7' January 16. 

merchandi Y ather's house a house of 
se.- John 2. 16 

Places of worship ·in · 
from the Jewtsh te 

1 
our day differ vastly 

semble together to mp e, ' yet wherever we as
God, which must n~ro:ship is the house of 

Readlngs-2 Samu 1 e profaned. 
e 22 : 1-20; John 2. 
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The Church of God. 
l Corinthians l: 1-9. 

Prayer Meeting Topic for January 12. 

H. J . Patterson, M.A. 

SO~ folk_have a habit of referring in ra:ther 
, d1sparagmg terms to the church. Too 
often it is dissociated in thought and name 

1 from God and Christ. While we usually as
sociate the church with Christ, there Is as 
much, or more, reason for the use of the name 
~hurch of God, for it Is more commonly used 
m the New Testament. The Corinthian church 
w~s not perfect, as we know, for there were 
cliques and parties, and there had been un
des_irable scenes at the Lord's table, besides 
which there was a dreadful case of immorality. 
Yet, In spite of all these things, Paul writes 
to them as the church of God. 

Paul's Estimate. 

The church was not a club. For Paul it was 
composed of the called and chosen of God If 
some did wrong it was still God's church, ~nd 
all the members were precious in the sight 
of the God who was gracious unto them. 

The church was indissolubly associated with 
Christ, the revelation of God, and the cross. 
To think of Christ was to think of his church 
for which he died, and to think of the church 
one must think of Christ, the Head of the 
church. Paul could never disparage the church. 
Christ was God's anointed. He was Lord, 
Master, Saviour. "I know in whom I have 
believed." "For whom I suffer the loss of all 
things." Christ was real to Paul, and much 
more · to the apostle than to some theologians 
of to-day, we believe. 

Paul regarded his own ministry as the most 
sacred trust. To get an appreciation of this 
read his charge to the Ephesian elders In Acts 
20, or the earnest entreaty in almost any 
letter he wrote. To the elders at Ephesus he 
said, "Feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20: 28) . 
Was the church worth this sacrificial ministry 
of Paul's? Was it worth the sacrifice of 
Jesus? We believe so. 

Enrichment of the World. 

"In everything ye are enriched by him, in 
all utter~nce, and in all knowledge." That is 
what Paul writes to the Corinthians, and I 
believe we can say it is possible to the whole 
world. 

The world's intellectual life is enriched by 
Christ and the church of God. The church 
in the early days of the Christian era outlived, 
out-thought and out-died the pagan. Chl·ist's 
enrichment of our thought should mean in 
turn an enrichment of the thought of all. 
But do we allow the thinking of Christ to pre
dominate? Sometimes the philosophies of 
men take possession. "I determined not to 
know anything among you save Jesus Christ 
and him crucified" (2 Cor. 2: 2). 

The world is enriched in its social life. The 
humanism of the age is based on . the loftier 
teaching of Jesus Christ. The world is a 
better place in which to live to-day. 

The church is the agency in God's hand of 
saving the world, and the souls of men. The 
church has a supreme task and a supreme 
va.Jue. Let us not belittle it. With all its 
faults, even as in Paul's own day, 1t is the 
church of God. It is worth while being a 
member of and a servant within it. But if 
we fail as members of the church of God, in 
that same degree does God fail in the world. 
The church has an almost superhuman task 
to-day and requires the Joyal support of the 
whole ' membership. But it Is tor God we 
serve and sacrifice. We are his. 

TOPIC FOR JANUARY 19.- THE ' WISDOM 
OF THE WORLD.- ! Corinthians 1: 18-,2: 8. 
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Our Young People. 
Christian Endeavor Interests and Activities. 

Conducted by W. W. Saunders. 

AN ENDEAVOR MOTTO FOR UJ& 

C HRIST, in all things, pre-eminent. 

A CREED FOR THE NEW YEA~ 

"TO do our work as it is given us by God. To 
live simply and to show hospitality of 

heart and home. To face each coming day 
with courage, indignant over wrongs, watch
ful In the interests of justice, and striving 
earnestly to achieve the ends of a higher 
patriotism. To heed the voice of conscience, 
render obedience to the law of right, practise 
a becoming self-denial, and in every emer
gency do the plain duty that lies n ext our 
hand. To show sympathy without sacrificing 
honor. To extend mercy without violating 
justice. To forgive where men repent of 
wrong. To pity the unfortunate, knowing 
how weak are our own purposes. To be 
brothers unto one another, thinking kind 
thoughts, speaking. gentle words and practis
ing the gracious ministries of helpfulness. To 
love all things that are beautiful, whether of 
the world without or of heaven within. To 
bow reverently before the sacred mystery of 
life. To worship God as 'the source of our be
ing and the ,fountain of all goodness, and pray 
for strength against temptation. To be 
humble without self-depreciation and holy with
out self-righteousness. To remember the 
past with gratitude, endure the present with 
cheerfulness, and await the future with pati
ence. Let this be our New Year creed." 

I NCREASE-AN AMBITION FOR 1938. 

l MBITIONS may be good or bad, right or 
11 wrong, false or true. The effect of false 
ambition in a life is portrayed in the fable 
concerning the magic skin, the wearing of 
which enabled the wearer to obtain the grati
fication of his every wish. But each wish that 
was granted shrank the skin, until finally it 
became so small that it squeeze,.cl the breath 
out of the wisher. Similarly, every false am
bition is realised only at the cost of the des
truction of one's highest, noblest and best self. 

· On the other hand, the endeavor to · realise 
some good and , true ambition results in ex
pansion of one's whole nature, development 
of the highest qualities and v.irtues, and en
richment of one's whole being. 

Such will be the result in our lives if we set 
before us as our ambition the fulfilling of the 
apostolic exhortation (I Thess. 4: 10) , "We 
beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more 
and more." "Increase!" That is the divine 
call. God himself is seeking it, and all 
nature responds unceasingly. It is an instinct 
in the human heart, and when It dies there 
follow stagnation and death. It is of para
mount importance that the increase be of the 
right kind- an increase that results in intensi
fied devotion to Christ and his service. We 
suggest several avenues wherein increase may 
be desirable and would accomplish the result 
set forth above. 

I. Increase in our knowledge, not about 
Christ but of Christ himself. Paul was pos
sessed ' of an insatiable desire to know Christ. 
"Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ J esus my Lord . . . that I may 

know him." Well may we emulate Paul In 
his thirst to know Christ, and in this new 
year increase our efforts to satisfy that thirst. 

2. Increase our time for dally devotion. 
"Prayer is the way to power and to an increase 
in all Christian graces." A fine new year 
resolution would be to resolve to become one of 
the "Comrades of the quiet hour." This is 
a prayer fellowship amongst Endeavorers or
ganised by Dr. Clark in 18)7. Members pledge 
themselves thus: "Trusting in the Lord Jesus 
Christ for strength, I will make it the rule of 
my life to set apart at least fifteen minutes 
every day, if possible in the early morning, 
for quiet meditation and direct communion 
with God." 

3. Increase our :real for definite Christian 
service in the church and in the world. For 
service rendered comes sure reward. Bnt let 
us make a passionate and compelling devotion 
to Christ and his kingdom our motive, our 
dynamic in service, and. not the thought of 
reward. Let us labor as lovers and not as 
servants. 

4. Increase the testimony of our life and lips 
for Christ, at • home, at business, in the social 
circle, and everywhere. "I am not ashamed." 
we should be ready to cry with Paul, and, "I 
am made all things to all men that I might 
by all means save some." Remember, "per
sonal testimony is more potent than pulpit 
oratory." 

5. Increase our devotion to, interest in and 
attendance at our own society meetings and 
the regular services of our church. So shall 
we preach a silent but exceedingly efficacious 
sermon to others on faithfulness and diligence. 
"Great is the efficacy of example." 

6. Increase our monetary gifts to our Lord's 
work in the world. As Christians we recognise 
God as the Giver of all. Hence in this part 
of our stewardship the question is not, "How 
much of my money shall I give to God?" but, 
"How much of God's money shall I keep for 
myself?" With,great advantage to the church 
and ourselves we could become members of 
the "tenth legion," which is an enrolment of 
Endeavorers who give one tenth or more of 
their income to the Lord's work. 

Fellow Endeavorers, we beseech you that you 
will make it your ambition to "increase more 
and more" in all these things unto the glori
fication of our Lord and the extension of his 
kingdom on earth. 

KNOWLEDGE, OBEDI ENCE, LOVE. 

"I asked the New Year for some motto sweet, 
Some rule of life with which to ,guide my 

feet; 
I asked and paused; he answered, soft and 

low: 
'God's will to know.' 

"'Will knowledge then suffice, New Year?' I 
cried, 

And, ere the question into silence died, 
The answer came : 'Nay, but remember, too, 

God's will to do.' 

"Once more I asked : 'Is there more to tell?' 
And once again the answer sweetly fell : 
'Yes! this one thing all other things above, 

God's will to love.' '' 

I 
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.Here ·and There. 
"THOU crowncst the year with thy goodness, 

and thy paths drop fatness.-Psalm 65: 11. 
The article on "A Passion for Christ" in this 

issue contains the substance of a taik ,given 
in the College chapel espcdally to exit students. 

Jllrs. E. Sherriff, of Forest Vale Mission, Bula
wayo, South Africa, reports good interest in 
the work there, and two recent confessions. She 
sends greetings to the Australian churches. 

,The general secretary of the Australiun 
Auxiliary of the lllision to Lepers reports that 
receipts in Australia for 1937 amounted to 
£8153, an increase of £1000 upon the record 
of the previous year. · 

Bro. Geo. van Ecrde, who has bceu -visiting 
his home at Boondall, Qld., prior lo taking up 
the work at Dc,·onporl, Tas., had the joy_ of 
baptising his mother a nd two sisters, anrl two 
other ladies, at a ser\'icc on Dec. 20. 

In forwarding a suhscr.iption to the "Australian 
Christian•· Mr. Henry Spurgeon Jllahon, of Lower 
Southam1,ton, York County, New Brunswick, 
Can~da, refers to the work of his father, Henry 
Mahon, in \'arious parts of Austrnlia and New 
Zealand. ,ve join in the assurance that many 
remember the labors of our late brother in 
these southern land~. 

The College annual offering total is mounting 
steadily, and on Monday reached £983/ 15/ 5, 
showing a nett gain of £212/ 8/ 3 from 252 
churches. With several churches yet to report 
(over 60) it is apparent that the tota l will 
exceed £1000 again. It will help the College 
Board if church treasurers still holding cash 
for the offering will remit promptly. 

Bro. A. Andcrso11, Federal F.lll. secretary, in
fo~ms us that the sum of £760/0/ 11 has been 
received hy the Foreign Jllision Board from the 
executors of the estate of the late Sir .Joseph 
Vcrco. The amount is to he placed in the en
dowment fund, and will therefore not be avail
able for general purposes. Fuller particulars 
will appear on our F.M. page in an early issue. 

We were pleased to notice that among the 
graduates who received degrees at the Melbourne 
University in December, Bro. Geoffrey - R. 
.Emmett was admitted to tJ1c degree of Bachelor 
of Arts. Though isolated at Kooloonong in 
recent years, Bro. Emmett has held memher
sh'ip · with both Newmarket• and Gardenvale 
churches, and for one year, was a student at 
the College of the Bible. 

F. T. Saunders asks if attention may be 
directed to the ' suggestion tq establish a 
special fund, of 1000 gifts of £1 each, to ex
tinguish the debt .on the College. Several 
brethren already have shared in the matter, 
and last week the church ,at Burwood, N.S.W., 
which already had given generously in the year, 
forwarded £5, as a contribution lo the special 
effort. It would be a tremendous lift to hove 
this goal reached before the date of the 
Federal Conference this year. 

From our Western Australian F.M. secretary 
we received the following telegram on Tues
day morning :- "Highly appreciative wharf side 
gathering approximately 100 people fi!)nlly fare
welled Doctor and !drs. Michael per 'Slrathaird'; 
they thoughtfully careful to ~xprcss deep grati
tude to all in Australia who have assisted them 
towards the ambition of their lives; prayer, 
faith and devotion to duty on both continents 
must surely seal this step forward with greater 
victories for Christ in our India.-Jllnston Bell." 

Bro. D. C. Ritchie, preach.er of the church at 
Port Pirie, S.A., writes: "Now that the east-. 
west line passes t.hrough Port Pirie, and as this 
is the farthest church inland on the line, my 
wife ond I would gladly meet the express nnd 
J,a,·c a time of fellowship with members of the 

chu rch who are trnvcllcrs. The train remains 
ut Port Pirie quite a while, because moils and 
other bral<e-vnn contents arc transferred. Advice 
from brethren of their presence on the train 
could be addressed to 'The Manse,' 210 The 
Terrace, Port Pirie.'" 

Bro. lll. A. K Crosby, of Prospect church, S.A., 
hos secured the Fellowship Diploma of the S.A. 
School of lllincs and also the degree of Bachelor 
of Engineering nnd Diploma in Applied Science 
at Adelaide University. His brother (R. W. L. 
Crosby), who recently commenced his sixth 
year of service as preacher of the church at 
Colonel Light Gardens, hos successfully com
pleted his fourth year of the mcdica I course 
at Adelaide University. We hear of other Uni
versity successes by members in different States, 
but have not got particulars. We congratulate 
nil who have had their year of hard work 
crowned with success. 

At Bnlnklava, S.A., there was a big meeting in 
the chapel on Dec. 15 to bid farewell to Bro. and 
Sisler Ingham and Dorothy prior to their lcnv-

+·--·-··-.. ---·-··- "--'--•- "-·t • I j <"Jor this 91/ew %ar, f 
I FEAH not lo build tlrinc cyrie in the I 
j heights, j 
: Bright with cclcstinl day, ·, 
J And trust thyself unto thine inmost 

1 j soul I 
• In simple faith, alway; , j I Aud God shall make divinely real • 
I The highest forms of thine fdcal. I I I I -Annie Preston. I 

,i,, ____ .,_,,_,_,_,, _______ .,. 

ing for Adelaide. Bro. H. Curtis. the chair
man, expressed the general regret that was felt 
at the coming departure of the preacher and 
his wife, .and spoke of the esteem in which 
they were held and of the appreciation of their 
work anci ministry. Other speakers were Bren. 
H. Bowden ( church and choir), R. Shepherd 
(Bible school and C.E.), Geoff, Whiting (Young 
Men's Triangle Club), Hy. Roberts (town and 
citizens), !drs. Darby (Young Ladies' Guild), 
and Jlfr. J. C. Barrett (Methodist church. Presen
tations were made to Bro. and Sister Ingham 
from the c~urch, the Bible school and . the 
young people's au:\:ilinries, and a book was pre
sented to Dorothy. Bro. and Sisler Ingham 
each responded. Items were rcndcr~d · by several 
young people, and a time of fellowship erljoycd 
at supper. On Dec. 19 Bro. R~wland Butler 
:,vas with the church, speaking morning and 
afternoon. In the evening a Christmas choral 
service was held, when the choi; , conducted by 
Bro. Ingham, rendered Christmas anthems and 
carols, inlc•spcrsed with scripture readings. 
There was a very large attendance. At the 
conclusion Bro. Butler . gave a lantern lecture 
on the work in China. 

Mrs. C. L. McGregor, president of the Vic
torian women's confcren~e. writes: "At the in
vitation of Miss Ruby Rich, convener of the 
women's commission of the International Peace 
Campaign, 1 attended a meeting of women held 
at Buckley's tea rooms on Friday, Dec. 17. 
Miss Rich outlined the activities of the women's 
commission in N.S.W., also plans for the con
ference to be held in Sydney from March 30 
to April 3, 1938, as part of the centenary cele
brations. The main work of the conference is 
to be carried out in four commissions, each of 
which will discuss a point of the I.P.C. four
point programme. Preparations for these com
missions will be undertaken by State grou1>s of 
the commissions, and it i s hoped that the 

· January 6, 1938. 

. . • ill prepare f_or _the com-
Victorian group w int which 1s as fol
mission on the fourth P?thi~ the framework 
lows :-'Establishm~nt_. :1 of effective machinery 
of the League of Natwn • ful means of inter
for remedying by p~c~ might lend to war.' 
national conditions w r led (with power to 
The following_ were ~i~~orian group of the 
acid) to form·. t~e ·-1\lrs. I\Jorris, Blackburn 
women's comnussmn · B con Mrs. i\lonsbourgh 
(convener), Mrs. J,"/';f- ha 11 'Miss Williamson, 
(W.C.T.U.), Mrs. ar~rt~n Campbell, Miss 
Mrs. La\'is, Madam L McGregor, Mrs. Colley. 
Lambrick, Mrs. C. · ,1 commission is to win 
The task of the women_s t programme · amongst 
support for the fou~~~

1
: immediate task of the 

women generally, ~~ b to prepare for the con
Victorian group WI ~ 1 arrange an adequate 
fcrence in Sydney, an ° 
delegation." 

Granville Mission, N.S. W. 

C
ERTAINLY no better site could have been 

chosen as it was next to the post office and 
o osite the railway stati~n. From the com
n:'c':icement la rge congregations taxed the_ sea~
ing capacity of the large marquee, makmg. it 
necessary to socure a second tent for the t~ml 
S d From then on, nearly every mgbt 
hun ay. an overflow into the second tent. 

I ere was p tt h h Seven Hills and North a~rama a c u_r~ cs 
supported the mission to the1_r u~mos~ ah_1hty. 

The fourth Lord's day service 1~ the cinema 
was an extraordinarily large gathering, and gave 
new contacts. The last Lord's day we ~ad _a 
combin d communion scrvic_e of the _c1rcu1~ 
churchfs in the marquee, which was n time ol 
inspiration. It demonstrated the full str~ngt_h 
of the membership and influence of the c1rc01t 
churches. ,Vhat an experience it was to ~ee 
about forty people standing in a row to receive 
the right band of fellowship! The last Sun
day evening service will long be remembered, 
because of the messages in song and speech, 
and to hear 17 confess Christ, and to see prac
tically the whole church come forward for con
secration. 

The climax of the mission was perhaps on 
~ronday, Dec. 20, when we had our final meet
ing. It was a time of rejoicing and thanksgiv• 
ing. The offering in cash and promises amounted 
to £300, which is the more commendable con
sidering that Granville is an exceedingly poor 
district. 

Ten districts will receive converts from the 
m1ss10n. In all there were 137 confessions. 119 
have been baptised to date. Several oihcrs will 
be baptised shortly. 

The visit of the home mission committee dur
ing the early part of the mission was a very 
happy occasion, and of grea t value. It was cn
cow;aging to have two visits each from . our 
Federal and State presidents, Bren. T. E. Rofe 
and Dr. Verco. Their greetings and assistance 
in 'the meetings gave a 1'rotherhood touch of 
interest and sympathy. 

All members, and many ol!Jers, are thank
ful to our heavenly Father for sending such 
consec~aled missioners, who certainly gave us 
of their best. One can visualise wha t might 
be aocomplished in this, the most needy State, 
and __ the Stale presenting the biggest oppor
tumlles for the preaching of the original 
gospel.-B. G . . Corlett. 

''FOLLOW ME." 

V 
"QUR Friend, ou,· Brother, anci our Lord, what 

may thy service be? 
Not _nam

1
e, nor' form, nor .ritual word but 

s1mp Y following thee ' 
To do thy will is more th~n praise, as words 

~re less than deeds, , 
And s11t,1ple trust can find thy ways, we miss 

with charts of creeds." 
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THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN. 

News of the Churches. 
V ictorian News-letter. 

A. \V. Connor. 

Greeting. 

NE\VS is scarce during the Christmas ho liday 
s!ason. The writer sends a new )'ear 

che_er10 to the readers in other States. In Vic
!or1a the !>ress ha_s told u s of records in spcnd
ang, and m book1n~s for travel by air, water 
and land. There 1s evidently lol s of money 
~bout, as well as 21,000 unemployed. Services 
m th~ churches were well attended. It is in
lcrestmg lo note lhe place of emphasis in the 
messages. ..The_ sacredness of the h ome," and 
lhe ne~d of h:1-vm~ the vision of God there. A 
true, mternahonahsm that remembered that 
Gods ~ove transcended race and color was 
foun~ 10 the name "Emmanuel." The Jewish 
Rabb~ preached . in the synttgogue 0 0 Christmas 
mormng. This is rather s lril<ing. He 
p~eached on Isa. 26: 3. He joined in prayer 
with a~I Christians for "peace , on earth and 
good will t o _men." He deplored the insensate 
hatred and v1olencc which disfigured the world 
to-clay. He said U1at Christian and Jew be
cause of . thei~ faith in God, must oppos~ the 
pagan de1ficat1on o f might. The press reports 
were! interest ing, and showed a healthy ern
phas1~ on the spi r itual view of life, with the 
!cachtag and example of Jesus is the grl!at 
ideal and s tandard. To s tart on such a note 
is a good beginning for us all and will h elp 
tq realise a "happy new year.": 

"Youth ... 

This not only received emphasis in sermons 
but in many youth training camps. Our ow~ 
youth training camp has been in session nt Ben
digo. The press carries reports of a welcome by 
the Mayor of that city, and a report of Bro. 
Coventry's words on India. Bro. I{ .• Toaes and 
bis fellow-wo1·kers are doing good service for 
the youth of our chm·ches. The PrcsJ:>yterians 
have held a similar camp in the sh'owgrounds 
in Melbourne, and reports indicate a seriousness 
of purpose and a desire t o get to the heart of 
problems. These and other gatherings, includ
ing the great Upwey convention, indicate that 
the holiday is not all "froth and bubble." Noi 
that I think for a moment Lhat the use of the 
holiday in lighter mood is wrong. It, too, may 
mean nrecreation" in body and mind, and 
is an essential in life. 

A Centenary Enda. 
The Presbyterian centenary ended with the 

close of the year. The message of Dr. A. Boyd 
Scott on Christmas Sundt,y was a challenge to 
them to lel the inspiration of the celebrations 
pass over into dedication. He challenged them 
Lo make the church not simply a church on 
parade but a church lru)y militant, facing the 
seemingly impossible. The contrast of 1837 
and 1937 is great, but the message of Christ is 
called for as much as ever. 

Fl&'htln&' Ahead. 
The year for us Victorians will bring a "no

liCence" vote. Judging by .what is happenin" in 
other States it will not be a question of fight
ing only for "continuance" or "no-llctnce.'" 
but a fight to gel a strong Impressive v6le to 
steady the powers that be that we may keep 
what we have. The loll of the road is caus
ing many to face up lo the question of the 
driver who drinks, and bis responsibility for 
much of the trouble. But trade ln0uences are 
strong. 

My letter Is belnl written away from 
home. Ir the •news" is scarce the ugoodwlll" 
to all is sincere. I am glad my note re New 
Z..aland brouJht out such • happy co!'trlbutlon 
from Bro. A. G. Sounders, The Donnnlon wlll 

ever hold a warm pince in my heart , and I 
hope his desire for an Australian delegate to 
their conference will be fulnlled. A happy New 
Year to all t 

VICTORIA. 
Ha11'pton.- Hclpful addresses were dclivC'rcd 

by Bro. Stephenson on Jan. 2. Al night ti 

young man confessed Christ. Miss Lang sang a 
solo. Visitors hove been welcomed nnd have 
assisted al services. 

Collingwood.-Bro. Fitzgerald continues faith
fully. Appreciated Chris tmas singing wns rcn• 
dered under leadership of Mr. Hopkins, as well 
as solos by Miss Lorna Wipncy, Miss Brown 
and Mr. Forbes. A very enjoyable time of fel
lowship was experienced. 

K'yneton.-Thc Bible school enjoyed a Christ
mas treat on Dec. 18. On Dec. 19 Bro. E. A. 
Berthelsen, of the College, commenced service 
with the church for the vacation. Siste rs J. 
Goudie and C. Ross rendered n duel. Sympathy 
is fell for relatives of Sister 'Wa1ler Beer, who 
passed away on Dec. 25 after a year of patient 
suffering. 

Bartwell.-Attendances on ,fan. 2 were good. 
Bro. Buckingham conducted both services. 
Sunday school is closed because of paralysis 
epidemic. Superintendent and staff nrc keep
ing in touch with scholars. They called at 
h.omes and distributed prizes, and provided 
Christmas cheer for kindergarten and those on 
cradle roll. 

Bet Bet.-On Dec. 19 Bro. J . Humphries, of 
Dunolly, conducted services for the day. Ap
propriate messages were delivered by Bro. ,v. 
V. i\kl{enzie on Dec. 26 and Jan. 2. At close 
of gospel meeting on Jan. 2 • a lad from the 
Bible school, who had confessed Christ, was 
baptised. Bro. A. Russell, in Duoolly hospital 
as result of an accident, is improving. 

Fitzroy.-Fair meetings were h eld over holi
day period. Br9. and Sisler Rough organised 
a Christmas camp for young people at Sorrento. 
On Dec. 26 Bro. Cook (Collingwood) spoke in 
the morning and Br.o. Edwnrds al , night. On 
Jan. 2 Bro. Carnaby (Ivanhoe) addressed both 
scn ·ices. Several visitors were present• al night. 
Sister Mrs. Phillip, who has been very sick 
has left for \Vedderbu.rn to recuperate. ' 

Bamilton.-At gospel service on Dec. 26 Bro. 
Garland's subject•was "The Years End."' Fel• 
lowship with a number of isolated members 
was enjoyed, also with Sister Dean, of Lygon
st. church. On Jan. 2 Bro. Sutton, of Sydney, 
spoke helpfully at morning service on " The 
Restorntion . Movement in Prophecy," and al 
gospel service on "The Ultimate Triumph of 
Restoration Movement.;' 

St. Arnaud.-Owlng lo epidemic restrictions a 
number of young members are unnble lo at
tend, hut services ore all well maintained. Bro. 
Pratt keeps in touch with scholars and delivers 
their lessons weekly. At annual teachers' 
meeting the following were appointed :-Super
intendent, Bro. A. H. Prall; secretary, Bro. \V. 
Shepherd; treasurer, Bro. M. Brown; kinder
garten superintendent, Mrs. Pratt. On Dec. 26 
Bro. and Sisler Prall were welcomed by Jetter 
from Castlemaine. Bro. Pratt's messages are 
appreciated, and the outlook Is bright. 

Stawell.-The Y.P.S.C.E., now In recess until 
Jan. 11, held a Christmas cheer night In con
junction '!Ith P .B.P. Ladles' aid provided gifts 
and distributed them lo every child lo the 
Sunday school. Sister Lea, superintendent of 
kindergarten, with aid of kinder teachers, visited 
homes on Dec. i1, and presented each child 
wlth a gift, Bro, Hollard delivered splendid 
messages on Dec. 19. With regret h is resigna
tion has been accepted, he having accepted a 
call lo Berri, S.A. &feelings on Dec, 26 were 
good, and the addresses enJ<IJed, Several ,•Isl
tors had fellowship ul both services. 
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Gardenvale.- In the absence of a regular 
speaker, Bren. A. Roberts (secretary V.L.O.A.). 
W. Andrew, J. Gray and Griffiths ( Bambra-rd.) 
delivered messages on Dec. 19 and 26. The 
young people's club closed meetings for the 
yenr on Dec. 20 with a social, when toys were 
received for distribution to Brighton Orphanage. 
On Jnn. 2 Bro. C. Thomns commenced a minis
try with the church. 
. Warragul.-Therc were good meetings on 

Dec. 19, Bro. Snow being the speaker. After 
the gospel service two Bible school scholars 
who mode the good confession the previous 
Sunday were b '.lptised. On Dec. 26 several v isi
tors were present, including Bro. and Sister 
J. R. Mnrtin, from Reel Cliffs. Bro. Snow spoke 
at a ll services, a nd in response lo t he gospel 
appeal a Bible school scholar confessed Christ. 

Brighton.-Thc Y.P.S.C.E. held a Christmas 
meeting at which members o f the church were 
present. Su1>pe r was served. Owing to the 
paralysis epidemic Christmas treats for Bible 
school scholars were ca ncelled, but homes of 
junior and kinder scholars were visited on 
Chris tmas e,·e and gifts distributed. La ter on 
members of Y.P.S.C.E. travelled around Brighton 
and snng sarols. On Dec. 26, mnny visitors 
were welcomed. 

Kaniva.-Good attenda nces marked services 
in Christmas season. Special s inging was a 
feature o f gospel services on Dec. Ht- and 26. 
Bro. \Vithcrs de1ivered appropriate messages. 
Yenringa Sunday school held a special service 
on Dec. 26. Miss M. Clipsto·ne and others have 
had fe l1owship with the church while on holi
days. Bro. Gordon Go1dsworthy is making good 
progress toward recovery. H.M. offering was 
£81/3/ 6, our best yet. 

Berwick.- In the absence o f i\'lr. \Vils"on, the 
new preacher, on holiday, visit ing and local 
men arc conducting services. Meetings on 
Dec. 26 were conducted by Mr. Daly. Mr. 
i\lcCann rendered a splendid solo in tbe even
ing. Meetings on Jan. 2 were taken by Mr. 
F. Funston, of North Essendon. The church 
has been ma de sorrowful by t he passing of 
Mr. E. P. HiUbrich; and by the death of a 
Su~day school Ind, Peter Andrews, in a m otor 
accident. 

Moreland.-J\Hd-week meeting on Dec. 21 took 
the form of a Christmas serVice. It was well 
nttcndcd, and several well-rendered items were 
enjoyed. An impressive watch-night service 
was cond_u~led by Bro. Mathieson. Bro. Ramage 
was a v1s1tor on Jan. 2. An outing to Bays
water was held on Jan. 1 for the benefit of 
invalid and elderly folk, who keenly appreciated 
th,e services of Bro. Mathieson in organising the 
trip, and of Bro. and Sister Dowell, of Bays
water, for the t rouble taken to ensure comfort 
and enjoyment. 
. Coburg.-:Bro. Swain spoke to splendid meet
mgs on Dec. 10. At morning service the ladies' 
class and P.B.P. donated £8 and £3/10/ - res
pectively towards building fund. The young 
women nnd men of the Bible class invited 
teachers and friends to tea in tbe school hall 
and al evening service fill offering for Christma~ 
cheer. amounted lo £5/0/ 3. The Christmas mail 
orgamsed by C.E. exceeded a ll previous efforts 
and nu appeal for groceries met with a splendici 
response. On Dec. 20 the P.B.P. entertained 
mothers of the church; everyone rcceiverl a 
little gift. 

Chelaea.-1\laoy visitors attended services dur
ing holldn~ season, a nd some rendered appreci
ated help m song. Bro. H. \Vatson occupied 

• the platform on Ch1·istm:1.s Sunday and B 
G. Hollis, . from South Africa, on New Yea:?~ 
Sunday, his _ messages" being greatly appreci
ate~. , Bro. Walson ."'.as away on a well-earned 
hohda.). Amongst v1s1lors were Bro and s· t 
A. E. Strender and son, from Be~digo. 

1
;~~ 

latter sang n solo at gospeJ service. Two Mis 
\Vatson nlso assisted in vocal items s· ses 
Mrs. Vnulier, sen., has been nble l~ tsler 
service artrr serious illness. attend 

(Continued ou pn~c 12.) 

(r 



JO THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN. 

Foreign Missions. 
Conducted by 

J anuary 6, 1938· 

. h d 15 girls in 
There are 11 girls in the s ix\ a n eographY, 
the fifth. I teach t hem h1stor_y. ~1nd writ
hy giene, na ture study, modi read1;gl 'cuments) , 
ing (the script used on ~overnmcn he \e of the 
and d ictation ; beside this I hnve c ~• bing of 
school registers and help with t he. ~~~e class. 
the sewing. Each day I h ave scrip ·n the 
Some of the subjects arc taught toge:h~r I ceivc 
fifth and sixth classes ; for this wo~' dreys in 
16 rupees per month. (There a re ,ve f ~his I 

A. Anderson, 261 Magill Rd., Tranmere, S.A. 

L. DUDLEY ON AOBA. 
"TITE have been here just twel\'c months. 

Vl' Much has bccl1 done in a p ractical way. 
In a medical capacity we have rendered n good 
deal of assistance. On•r three hundred in
jections h a\'c been gh·cn. Several serious 
wounds have been satisfactorily trcat crl, nnd of 
minor cases there have been no end. The prop
erty has been cleared , a boundary fence has 
been erected , a nd a scctiou a round the house 
has been fenced off. The house has been re
paired. Inside the house has had two coals of 
paint, outs ide one coal. and the roof has been 
painted . The outs ide could do with a second 
coat , but we have used all o f the paint which 
was sent down. These aspect s o f our work can 
be tabula ted, but not so t he all-importa nt work 
of p roclaiming the gospel. We plant the scccl 
a nd look t o God to gh ·c the increase. Dur ing 
the year we ha \'e bC'comc acquaint ed with the 
,·illagcs and the people. We look forward to a 
ycnr o f service and progress as we seek God's 
guidance and brot IU'rhoocl support." 

NEEDY INDIA. 

BHO. COLIN THOMAS sends a cheery note and 
a n arhc)c of huma n mterest. 

Dear Bro. Andcrson,-Just a line to say t hat 
we a rc alive and well, weather fi ne, roses 
blooming, grass dr ied. Christmas boxes ar 
r ived so a ft er a ,·isit to Dhond we shall be able 
to g~ right a head with the preparations for 
Chr istmas time a mong the settler folk here. 
\Ve a rc hoping to run three e h r istmas trees 
this year,' and t ry to br ing the message and t he 
spi r it of Christmas right up to the doors o f the 
folk in U1c settlement and free co lonies, So 
that we may take full ad rnntagc of the oppor
tunity tha t Christmas offers. Whether we sha ll 
feel that we have had a ny measure o f success 
we cannot tell IJ\Jt l eave the effort in the hands 
of the Master: and pray tha t he . will feel tha t 
we ha ve a l least done our very best , a nd wha l 

• we feel he would have us do.-Colin T homns. 
"Some days ago t he need arose for us to 

t ravel to Poona from Diksa l by a train which 
car r ied pilgrims from Pandharpur. \Ve had 
before seen the pilgrims marching to and from 
the jutra, bu t had no idea wha t class o f peo~lc 
t ravelled in the tra ins. The train, they said, 
was not over full, but most car riages were fi lJcd, 
and from Diksal station there came a few 
families of people of the crimina l 't r ibc:>s under 
a guard escort which helped a little t o swell 
the number s. - \Ve were able l o gel a seal in .. an 
end car r iage where there were a number of 
Brahmins a nd a sprinkling of lower caste peo
ple. Almost as soon ~s we bad entered, some 
of the women began lo ask Mrs. Thomas what 
rela tion she was t o me, a nd one old Brahmin 
beckoned me lo come and sit next l o him. 

" I found out in conversation t ha t the man 
had been t o Pandharpur for the first time in 
twenty yea r s. He said, '\ Ve arc poor folk, and 
cannot go often .' The fare to Pandharpur is 
only 3 rupees 3 annas return for 1.50 miles each 
way, by the special trains, but the governme~l 
and local council laxes per head for the pil
grims a nd the pr ice of food is so great that 
the c~sl o f t he · four-d!ays' trip came to more 
tha n 20 rupees. I lhoug~t I_ would find out 
the motives for such a pilgrimage, but when 
1 asked him whom they worshipped thcr~ he 
remained speechless, and I _had to suggest Vi~oba 
as one or the god s, to which he a nswered~ O_h, 
y"s, they do wor ship Vi~oba, aid w.o rsh1p in 

the ri ver there.' I enquired, '\\ hy do you go 
,... to Pa ndhorpur?" lo which he rC'plied, 

1

1
lt is a 

ho lidny nnd chunge a w~1y from Poon:1. 

0 1 found out that h e was an insurance agent 
for ait American firm , of which fact he was 
quite proud, and he aired his views about life 
insurance. To sec the crowds of pilgrims , march
ing to Paudhnrpur, I hnd ima gined they were 
a ll very zealous for the worship of their gods 
nnd t o gain merit nnd honor among their fel
lows ; but here was a man who look the whole 
thing as a holidny, and was only modera tely 
stirred, nol religions enough to wnn t to talk 
about his gods or about what he d id at Pand
hnrpur , except lo comment on the absence o f 
coolies, the price of food, and that he had e n
j oyed himself but now was very t ired. 

" In the carriage there were n num ber o f 
Brahmin widows, marked by their shaven 
heads, disccrnable nndcr their a ll-red or pure 
white snries, and we wondered what their story 
was, poor , cursed by nil a nd very neglected. 
T he laws agains t the su ttce have not yet saved 
these women from the doom o f living in the 
society o f their own relntions and persecutC'd by 
their curses daily until deat h. As we go th rough 
India we feel tha t what laws a nd governments 
fail to do only the blood of Christ can do. 
Only his Spirit in the hearts of men can make 
any real dilTcrcncc to this great people." 

NEWS FR.OM INDIAN co. WORKERS. 

SITABAI JADHAV is head-mistress of t he 
girls' school, Shrigonda, and is one of t he 

three women supported by t he money raised by 
Mrs. Oliver, Victoria. 

Miss Vawser says : "Silabai has four children, 
the eldest under eight years and t he youngest 
under two years." This year Sitabni nnd h er 
husband nnd children have been for a week
end to Dhoraja, another to Bhangnon and a n
o ther to Bhosa, and Sita bai. has become ac
quainted with all the Christian women at 
Dhornja a nd Dhangaon, a nd has made many 
acquaintances with the ·women wh o a rc not 
Christians in these three villages. She enjoys 
this voluntary work, and it is very helpful. 
Her husband goes into t he villages a lot, and is 
well known, but the family li fe means so much 
in India, and it is good when n whole Christian 
fam ily ca n make contacts wi1.h the viJlngers. IL 
means quite a little preparation to take a 
fam ily of four children into a village and look 
after them, but Sitabai is very capable, and 
has clone il, a nd is ready at any time to go 
again. Sitabai is a valuable helper." 

Dear Secrcta ry-Sahih,- Many greetings. \Ve 
a rc all well. I am going lo write and tell you 
about my school work a nd a bout my home. I 
go to school at 7.45 each morni ng and leave 
at 11 o'clock. I teach the sixth a nd fi fth clnss~s. 

the school week a t Shrigonda.) Ont O • 1 give I rupee to the church fund a nd put asa e 
. .f . k I n the afternoon t rupee in case o sie ness. k ti 

a master from the local board school ta es '~ 
girls for two hours. He tea.ches thc fifth an _ 
the sixth arith metic, Marathi, accounts, ge~Tr, 
ctry. In the scripture class I teach from I· · 
~Iain's book, "First P r inciples.'' \Ve t a '"c 
chapters I, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 a nd 8. I t horonghly en-
joy teaching from this book. . 

Now I will te ll you a bout my home. It 1s 
near the m ission girls' board ing compound. 
On one s ide lives one of the p reachers and on 
the other the motor d r iver ; we live in be~ween. 
There are t hree rooms in our house. Al ~ a.~1. 
I rise and do the cooking. I then get the chil
dren ready fo r school and clean the h ouse. a nd 
then drink tea . After having prepared for 
school I leave at 7.45. Al 11 o'c lock I re turn 
home and prepare the noon men l. A ftenvards 
I bathe the small child ren a n d pu t t hem to 
sleep. Dur ing the afternoon school time I ~sed 
to make all the children's clothes, but s ince 
the machine has been ou t of order I have had 
to have t he new clothes made in the \'illage, 
hut I spend the aftcmoon mending. Water 
has to he brought and the evening mca I pre
pared. At 6 o'clock I give the children their 
meal and .I wash t he vessels. The children, my 
husband and I have prayers. The children re
peat a fter me, and then they lie down and go 
to sleep. In the evening I either read or cor
rect the children 's lesson or prepare somclbiog 
for t he school. If the children speak duri ng 
prayers, on the next day I do not allow them 
to come in to 1>rayers, nod they think that this 
is a very se,·erc punishment. In t his way they 
learn to sit quietly, and they only say uAmen" 
quickly. -

T here is one very importan t thing that I must 
wri te about. The women of the Australian 
mission ha,·e s tarted a guild to encourage th e 
women of the mission t o take part in voluntary 
work for t he gospel. This year the women have 

· decided t o do the following work :-1. At least 
once each week to give • the message without 
thought o f remuneration. 2. To place a hand
ful of grain aside dai ly for the purpose of sell
ing it and to give the proceeds to the poor. 
3. To pray daily for Hindu people. 4. To take 
a fowl and lo give all lhe proceeds from the 
sale o f the eggs to t he confer~ncc funds. ( A 
very strong resolution must be made to observe 
t he last item.) I have been chose n as the 
Icade,· of this guild . 

Will you pray t hat God may bless a nd help 
me in my work ? Yours sincerely, Silabai J adhnv. 

HOLIDAYS COST MONEY 

THE confidence gained by having a reserve fund , 
and the convenience of its being readily at call 

for holiday and other requirements, are enjoyed by 
.State Savings Bank depositors. 
YOU NEED THIS AID: FORM THE HABIT 
OF DEPOSITING REGULARLY IN THE 

STATE SAVINGS BANK OF VICTORIA 
Head Offiu, Elizabeth SI., Melbourne. / , T hornton }one,, General Mano1er. 
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A Happy New ·Year. 
Ira A. Paternoster. · 

ANOTHER yeat has dawned. We havJ met 
~ our friends with the old greeting, "A happy' 

• New Year to you." Just what have we n1eant 
by that greeting? Often our salutations arc 
perfunctory, given without a real thought. 
Often we have_ caught ourselves greet iug friends 
on a day I.hat 1s perhaps wet, with sky overcast, 
or maybe. a steaming hot day unpleasantly 
humid, with the stock greeting, "A nice day 
to•day." \Vhat do we me.an when we wish our 
friends <I happy New Year? Happiness is one 
of those words so difficult of definition. What 
is happiness? Often that which brings 
happiness to one nature is the Yery antithesis 
of happiness to another. Some people seem 
never so happy as when others think them most 
miserable. With some happiness means jollily, 
something boisterous, hilarious. It means a 
waving of hands and arms, a stamping of feet. 
Others arc never more happy than "'hen they 
are quietly enjoying a situation. The happi
ness of some people is very subtle, and per
haps appears to others a little selfish. Another 
person radiates happiness .until all within the 
circle of their influence are infected. To some 
happiness, means possessions- money, prop
erty, things. . The miser finds his happiness 
hoarding so that in the secret of his room 
he may count over his wealth. Another is 
never so happy as when he is distributing what 
he has. Philanthropy may be a very selfish en
joyment when indulged in for one's own 
pleasure. 

How strangely we arc made! So much so 
thnt H. L. l\lenckcn, writing in "Liberty" OJ) 
"Peace- \Vhen Human Nature Changes," says: 
"The whole body of the people, high and low 

. alike, arc all the same when the bands begin 
to play and the tramp, tramp, tramp of march
ing men converts every heart into a cocktail
shaker. E,·eryone knows that the country really 
stepped into the world war with shivers of de
light, and that nine Americans out of ten ha_d 
a roaring time until the show was ove.r." This 
may appear a little overdrawn, but, rcalJy, in 
our sober mon1ents it is not ,,cry, wide of the 
t-ruth. We have known some natures whose 
great thrill was '! funeral, whil? others shed 
copious tears of joy at a wcddmg. Someone 
has said "Happiness is like the sl.atuc of Isis, 
whose v~il no mortal ever raised." \Vas Pope 
right when he said, "Fixed lo no spot is happi,: 
ness • 'tis nowhere to be found or everywhere. 
Plut~rch thought of happiness in terms of ex
ternals, for he is reported to have said, "T~al 
stale of life is most happy w_herc superllu1hcs 
are not required, and nece~sa~1es are not want
ing " In contrast with this 1s the thought at
tributed to Burns, "If happiness has not her 
scat and centre in the breast, we may be wise, 
or rich, or great, but never can be hies~:" ~nd 
Burke presents these two aspects. thus, . ~lnlo
sophical happiness is to want hltle; c1vll or 
vulgar happiness is to want much and enjoy 
much." 

To the believer the real joy of life is found 
In Christ Jesus. \ The Master gave the lc_sson 
of humility and said, "If ye know these lhmgs, 
happy arc ye if ye do them." Peter reminds 

"If ye suffer for righteousness sake, happy 
us, ., This together with the words of t~e 
:r:st!~· "Bless~d are ye when men shall revile 
you a~d persecute you, and shall say all n;',an~:r 
of ;vii against you falsely, for I?Y sake, :Om
lrasls the happiness of th~ behcver as -
pared lo that of the worldlmg. 

Is this something of our mcyaninf as ;: ~t~ 
f . d a happy New ear 

our r1en •. h •oy of the Lord, and 
know we wish lbcm t e J Id? The believer 

/ j l the joy of the wor 1 noJ us . 1 k for hnppincss In I 1c 
has no right to 00 

world. uln the world . . . tribulation. Be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world." It 

• is only as our lives and the lives of our friends 
arc other-worldly can we know the meaning of 
real happiness. The absence of sickness, of 
worry, of poverty, do not guarantee happiness. 
Only as we lay all before the Lord Jesus-our 
successes or failures; our friendships, even the 
very dearest ; our houses and Innds, our brothers 
and sisters; our husband or wife, our moU1cr 
or father-only then will true hnppiness be 
ours and we shall possess ourselves of a pence 
the world can neither give nor take away. In 
just such terms we wish you all a hapJ>Y New 
Year. 

The happiness my soul desires 
Is found alone in thee; 

•The peace for which my heart aspires 
Was mn<lc . on Cnlvary. 

It is nbt found in worldly gain, 
But at thy precious side; 

The more earth's pleasures seem to wane, 
The more in thee I hide. 

Help me to covet less and less 
What this world has to give; 

Thy love is all I would possess, 
And in thy presence live. 

So here my happiness I find 
In thine eternal love ; 

Then closer, Lord, my spirit bind, 
Until we meet above. 

I 

New Year Resolutions. 
U TRITING under the caption "A Resolution 
Vt or So," Marion Grey in t11e London " Chris

tian World'' writes a s follows:-

Now that Christmas is over, and the Ne:w 
Year is upon us, I have been considering good 
resolutions. I know that I shall break more 
than I shall keep, •however firmly I make them 
at the time. It is a solemn enough occasion, 
midnight, and the New Year just starting, and 
I know I shall quite genuinely vow lo myself 
that I will keep my temper, I will be more 
patient, kinder to the dull folk, pleasanter lo 
those whose very presence irritates me, m ore 
cheerful when I'm really depressed and worried 
-and I know, too, that in the not so very dis
tant future something or somebody will annoy 
me just at the moment when I am feeling least 
"good resolutionary," and whoosh I I shall have 
lost my temper on the spur of the moment I 
I know I shall be ashamed, and that I shall 
exclaim remorsefully, "Whal is the use of me 
making resolutions?" 

But I shall know, deep down inside me, that 
the spirit in which I made those rcsolutious 
was the right spirit, and my hasty loss of tem
per only a passing phase. The New Year's 
Eve spirit lifted me out , of myself and there
fore, if even for only an hour, I was in touch 
with God. 

NEVER mind whereabouts your work Is. Never 
l. mind whether your nan,c is associated with 
it. You may never see the Issues of your 
toils. You arc working for 10ternity. If you 
cannot see results In the hot working day, the 
coo.I cyening hours are drawing l)COr, when you 
may rest from your labors, and tben they will 
follow you. Do _l'OUr duly, and trust God to 
give the seed you sow, "A body as It hath 
pleased him."- Alcxandcr Maclaren. 

II 

P1;aye_r Corner~ 
Conducted by G. J, Andrews. 

!'EVERY THING BY PRAYER." 

LET this be our watchword throughout thJ 
ycar- "Every thing by prayer" (Philip. 4: 6). 

For it is time we learned to say with Peter, 
" Lord, thou knowest nil things" (John 21: 17).; 
and we ought not to be deaf to his great as
surance; "Behold, 1 make nil things new" (Rev. 
21 : 5); Common needs should not make us 
fretful, seeing thnl "all these things . shall he 
added" to God's kingdom seekers ( Matt. 6: 33). 
Neither should the greatest difficulties daunt 
us, for "with God all things are possible" 
( Mark 10: 27 ). If the immediate prospect chal
lenges our faith and pntience, let us be con
fident of the ultima te issues, because 0 all things 
work together for good lo them that love 
God" (Rom. 8: 28) . Moreover, if it is our 
surpassing passion to . perform and teach "all 
things whatsoever" our Lord commands u s 
(Matt. 28: 20)-why, he is with us I Let us 
consider and consult him, "that in all things 
he might have the pre-eminence" (Col. I: 18), 

0 
FRESH SPRINGS. 

Thy Jove, thy joy, thy peace, 
Continuously impart , 
Unto my heart 

Fres h springs that n ever cc_ase, 
But still increase. 

- F. R. Havcrgal. 
0 

AFTER CHRISTMAS-WHAT? 

With the passing of the festive season, let us 
pray-

That we whose hearts have been in Bethlehem, 
Who have heard the song and have seen the 

Christ-
May return indeed to our tasks of watching, 
To glorify God and to praise him, 
For all things we nave seen and heard. 
As ~e face another year of challenge, let us 

prny-
Thal we whom God expecteth to be wise, 
Who discern Christ's star and have bad our 

gifts recci v,ed-
May journey now the true and living highway, 
Yielding nought henceforth to Herod 
Who · menaces the work of Christ. 

(Luke 2: 20; Mall. 2: 12.) 

. UY 6053. UY 6053. 
H. E. GILBERT & S.ONS, 

'A" Grade Auto Engineers, 

of 33 . TOORONGA RD., EAST MALVERN, 
offer fo1· sale good used cars. 

Lntest 1938 Vnuxhall, 14 H.P. Saloon, done oyly 
600 miles at big reduction; any car traded. 

i929 C~ev. 6 Sedan, in first cl~ss order, owner · 
driven registered and insured till October, 1938; 
4 new' tyres, £145. See this bargain. 

Enquiries Welcomed. 

Estimates cheerfully give!\ for all classes of 
repair work. Call or phone UY 6053. 

A Sympathetic and Efficient 
Understanding, achieved by 
Long Years of Experienc(l. 

We would appreciate an opportunity lo 
serve you when in need of a competent 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

LEWIS -·_ lllnhertnlter 
PflONES: J1066, J.W.1579 and S029. 
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News of the Churches. 
(Continued from page 9.) 

Victoria. 
Dandenong.- Bro. R. Coventry presided O \'Cr 

/ both services on Dec. 26. delivering Christmas 
mcssnges, in a b sence of Bro. Lewis. Bro. Quirk 
gave helpful mes'sagcs to the church on Jan. 2. 
The young people's society held a p icnic nt 
Belgnlvc on Jan. 1. AU auxiliaries nr e in r e
cess during holidny season. 

Bentlelgh.-Scvcral members arc awny on holi
day. The little ones received Christmns gifts 
a t the ·chapel a nd al several of their homes . 
Bro. White's special messages during December 
were helpful, and the singing of several visiting 
sisters was greatly a pprecia t ed. The epidemic 
is still having a ma rked effect on Sunday sch ool 
attendance. 

Preeton.-A special prayer service on Christ
mas morning was well attended. Sister Mrs. 
Turnbull, who has been absent through illness 
f0 r inany months, _was present. Solos by Sist er 
Mrs. Libbis and Bro. A. Prall (Albury) hnve 
been enjoyed at gospel services. At close of 
Bro. Young's message on Jan. 2, a young girl 
made the good confession . 

Doncaster.-Bro. Connor being at Ballarat, 
Bro. J . E. Thomas addressc<!,_ morning m eeting 
on Jan. 2, evening service being conducted by 
Bro. R. Sparks. Sister Mrs. T. Hodgson and 
Bro. H . Petty, who have been absent through 
sickness, are recovering. Bro. T. William son, 
who met with an accident and has been in 
hospita l for some time, is also improving. 

Echuca.-Tbe Bible school has not yet re
s umed owing to epidemic precautions. Instead 
o f Christmas treat a visitation was m ad e to all 
y0ung scholars and gifts distributed. Splendid 
Christmas messages were given on Dec. 19. 
F ollowing his confession one man was baptised 
at close of Bro. Thurrowgood's address on 

•
11Christ's Coming.'' c.As the Scr iptures Speak" 
was wor ship address given by Bro. Thurrowgood 
on Dec. 26, and he spoke well at night on 
uChrist's Coming Again," favoring also with a 
solo. Sister Miss D. Beech, spending holidays 
a t her home town. was among visitors. 

Gardlner.--On Dec. 26 Bro. J. E. Thomas help
fully addressed I.be morning gathering. At 
evening service Bro. Hagger preached on "The 
Changing and the Changeless." A young lady 
was baptised. On New Yc'ar's eve a social 
arranged by the men's fraternal was he]d in 
~he church hall. Sister Mrs. Newbold provided 
the supper in honor of her s ilver wedding anni
versary. A watchnigbt service followed in 
the church building . . On Jan. 2 Bro. Hagger 
spoke at both services to good attendances : 
A young lady, pre~;ously baptised, was r e
ceived into fellowship. Visitors ineJ.uded Bro. 
a nd Sis ter Robert Storey, missionaries on fur
lough from Brazil. At night a married man 
m ade the good confession. 

Yarrawonga.-A floe meeting was h eld at 
Cobram on Dec, 12, 23 adults being present. 
Christmas services were held on Dec. 19. En
deavorers took part at night, when Bro. Stan. 
Chappell gave a short address. Theo Bro. 
Curtis spoke on "No Room for JesuS." Sister 
Mrs. Stevens is improving. A socio] was given 
to say farewell to ~liss Ailsa Crawford, a senior 
Sunday school scholar. Christmas trees were 
held at Mulwala and Yarrawonga for the klnders. 
The kindergarten has gained five new scholars. 
The tennis court is under const,ucllon. Home 
mission offe ring is £11 / 5/ -. Christmas services 
were well a ttended. Endeavorers assisted in the 
evening, and an address was given by Bro. 
S. Chappell. On Dec. 21 the church met 
to say farewell to Miss Ailsa Crawford~ who ,has 
gone home to Corowa. A happy time of fellow
ship was socot on Jan. 1. when the Y.P. j our
neyed to Wangaratta to play cricket and tennis. 
Services on J a n. 2 we.re well attended. In the 
evening one who had confessed Christ was 

I 

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN • 
January 6, 1938. 

baptised. After the address three married women 
made the good confession. Meetings at Cobr nm 
arc very encouraging. Two of the Indies who 
confessed Christ ntten d m eetings there. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. sister 
Dulwich.-Thc church has welc:~:d months 

Mrs. Morrow on her return ~~o:nr Mrs. Castle 
in America and England. is ~ om Norwood 
has been received by tra~sfer r nd New Yca1: 
Bro. Norris gnvc fine Chnstmns a 

Cottesloe.-l\leetings were well attended dur
ing the past m onth. At close of gospel meet
ing on Dec. 12, a lad from the Bible $Ch oo1 
m nde the good confession. On Dec. 16, a fter 
midweek ser vice, n socinl wns held to say fare
well to Bro. nnd Sisler Shields, who hnve token 
n selection in the south-western dist rict. Tlie 
talent scheme ina u gurated b y the siste r s 
amounted lo £69/ 4/-. 

messages. · • s were con-
Hindmarsh.-New Year servu;e M 11 In Bro 

ducted by Bro. ,v. J .. Taylor, from • n :1 'vaca~ 
,v \V Saunders b eing awny on an~u 
ti~n i~ \V.A. Bro. Taylor's encouraging ~orr
ing message was on "The Sea o.! Troufl:as; a n~ 
the evening h e preached on The . 
the Temple." Bro. Jack Holden h elped w_1th 

QUEENSLAND. 
a so_lo. A number of visitors attenge:isi;:;r~1:s~ 
services a mong wh om were Bro. a n k 

· sack~ s~n .• and Brc.n. Alf. nod Keith Russac , 
Ma Ma Creek.-A Ch r istmns tree for Dible 

school was held on Dec. 18, with programme 
by scholars and friends. Every sch olar r eceived 
n gift-boo'ks to Bible sch olars and toys to kin
dergarten. Good atteodnocc a t morning meet
ing on Dec. 26. Afterwards members and visit
ing friends gathered in the manse ground for 
a basket lunch. In the 'afternoon a Christmas 
service was held, Bro, Fergusson givin g the 
message. 

Townsville.-At recent weddings in chapel of 
Bro. A. B. Erickson and Miss F. B. Shay, and 
Mr. H . \V. Weeks with Sister M. C. Palmer, Bro. 
N . G. Noble officiated. Bro. F. 0. Irwin, S.S. 
superintendent, visited RedclifTe, Brisbane, Y.P. 
Chris tmas camp. Guild and Endeavorer s assisted 
recent annual home mission offering. Sister 
Betty Price, J .S.C.E. superintendent, has en
tered State-teacher vacatio n. A good service 
was held in the chapel on Christmas m orning. 

Gympie.-Reports presented at annual m eet
ing on Nov. 24 showed 46 confessions during 
the year. An encouraging feature was the in
creased number breaking bread each Lord's 
day, average havin g risen from 60 t o 90. In
come from all sources was approximately £400. 
About £70 had been s pent on improvement of 
church property and furnishings, Ladies• guild 
hp.d raised £-10 without recour se to a sale of 
gifts. Foreign and home miss ion offerings 
showed increases. The church placed on record 
appreciation of 1 Bro. Vnnham's leadership dur
ing the year. Meetings are well a ttended. 
There was one confession on Nov. 27, Dro. C. 
S. Trudgian preaching. 
. Toowoomba.-During Christmas week Sister 

Ladbrook and the juniors visited the general 
hospital with gifts for patients in children 's 
ward. Choir members, Endeavorers a nd others 
entertained inmates of epileptic home, and S.S. 
scholars gave a prog'ramme a t Brodrihb home 
for aged people. Owing lo the illness of the 
Baptist preacher, Bro. Ladbrook conducted the 
Baptist service on Christmas ·Day prior to our 
own. His the m e was "Pence-Goodwill." On 
Dec. 26 Bro. La clbrook s poke on " Comparisons 
and Contrasts between the First and Second 
Comings." Three were immer sed. On Dec. 29 
there were two further baptisms. During the 
holidays the church has had fellowship with 
several isolated members, nod • visitors from 
other churches. 

fr~:'w~:::~::-The work went a long st eadily 
during past month. J{in<lergarten and cradle 
r oll chil(lren's party a nd Chris.tmas. trc': were 
cancelled on account of paralysis ep1dem1c. b1;1t 
(he children b ad toys delivered to them ~n 
their homes. Sunday school and J .C.1':- are ID 
recess for several weeks. Bro. Cornelius gave 
Christmas m essages on Dec. 19, and at gospel 
service the choir rendered two anthems. l_"he 
subject of Bro. Cornelius' address on evening 
of Jan. 2 was "Pressing On.' ' A number, of our 
young people have been in camp a t Mo_unt 
Barker h eld under auspices of S.A. C.E . Union. 

Glen~lg.-Owing to the outbreak of infantile 
paralysis it was thought a d visable to close 
the Bible school indefinitely. Dr. Johnston's 
men's class has gone into r ecess. The class 
held lts usual break-up social, which was well 
a ttended and a t which a fihe programme1 was 
rendCrcd by friends. During the evening Bro. 
Johnston was presented with a roll of notes 
b y tbe class m embers as an a ppreciation o f 
the good "''ork done during the year. Our 
aged and esteemed Sist e r Mrs. Smith was called 
h ome o n Dec. 24. The work generally i s in a 
healthy condition. Bro. ,v. Morrison was re
ceived into fellowship on Dec. 19. 

Saint Morrie.- Special services by Bro. Arnold 
E. Brown brought 13 young people into the. 
church, ten of them from the Sunday school. 
Another girl m a d e the good confession, and 
recently a young man was immersed, making 
15 for the year. Sunday school anniver sar y 
services, l ed by Mr. Skurray, were a great 
success. The school picnic was held, a t Hazel
wood Park. Mr. Rist, organist and conductor, 
has had a difficult year through illness in the 
choir. The specia l singing at Christmas even
ing service was excellent. .. Mr. Rodney 
Page now has temporarily left to take charge 
of the . organ and the choir in a neighboring 
church. The church suffered a great Joss 
during the year by the death of its former be
loved preacher , Bro. Robert Harkness. 

Mackay-Bright m eetings were held over 
Christmas season. Bro. and Sister W. Giezen
danncr and family, from Charters Towers, have 
met with the church for some weeks . During 
school vacation Bro. Clark has inaugurated Bible 
school and lireakiog of bread services on 
Lord's day afternoons at Slade Point, five 
miles out of Mackay, where considerable in
terest is displayed. The isolated brethren al 
Koumala, 40 miles to the south, are commenc
ing to meet regularly, Bro. Clark having jour
neyed there by bi~ycle to make arrangements. 
He reports enthusiasm among these members. 
At gospel service on Dec: 19, the theme was 
"The Message of the Angels." On Dec. 26 
Bro. Clark delivered an excellent addfess en
titled ' 'The Word was Mnde Flesh." Visitors 
were present. Tenders aro · being called for 
erection of front porch of chapel. 

Kadina.-On, Dec. I 1 the young people of the 
church t endered Miss A. Cock a kitchen even
ing. On morning of Dec. 12 Bro. K. Oyster 
spoke on "Calm on t~e Lis tening Ear." . Mrs. 
J ackson was a visit or from Adelaide. At night 
Bro. Dyster's subject was "Gifts for Jesus." On 
Dec. 14 the Y.P.S.C.E, held n Christmas cheer 
night. A social was tendered Bro. and Sister 
A. Curnow on the eve of their departure for 
Clare. An inscribed picture was presented to 
them on behalf of church, choir, Bible school 
and,, Y.P .S.C.E. On Dec. 18 a kindergarten 
Christmas treat was held. At, breaking of 
bread on Dec. 19, B ro. Oyster spoke on "Em
manuel." Mrs. S. Wilton was back at ser\'ices 
also Bro. and . Sisler Ward and · Sister Mrs'. 
Thoday. At mghl a carol service was held 
when Bro.- Oyster spoke on "Glad Tidings.'; 
Aft~rw_ards. a carol concert wns given by the 
choir ID aid of Kadina benevolent fund . 

. NEW SOUTH WALES. 
Blackheath.-On Dec. 26 ,Jneelings were well 

attended, 30 ~reaki~g b read in morning. Bro. 
J a mes ~osscr s subJcct was, "Ollt of the Ivory. 
Pnlaees . In the evening interest was shown 
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in the address on "Is the Bible True?" forcibly 
delivered by . Bro. Rosser, who is giv ing 0 
series of r eviva l addresses. 

Marrickville,:--Bro. Wakeley was speaker a l 
morning m e~t,•ng . on Jan. 2, when Sister Mrs. 
Lee was reccn cd ml? fellowship. Bro. Wakeley 
gave_ a fi';le address In the evening on 11No man 
pulling Ills han_d t o the p lough and lookillg back 
is fit for the krngdom ~f heaven." A young lad 
made the good confession . 

Bankstown.- A Christmas tree for kinder
garten was held on Dec. 18, folJowcd by a 
successful conccr_t arranged by Y.P.S.C.E. A 
large crowd of mtercsted parent s and friend s 
allcndca. All meetings have been good . Th ree 
new schola rs have bec_n wclcomccl into the 
Sund_ay school, a~so. two t eacher s. Open-ail' 
n1eettngs arc conhnmng. 
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short address on Christmas Dny. He preached 
at night on Dec. 26 upon "Justification by 
Faith." 

QUEENSLA ND HOME MISSIONS. 

THE Queensland brotherhood, a nd especially the 
home mission commillcc, have suffe red 

through the r etirement (on doctor's orders) of 
Bro. H. G. Pnyne from all brotherhood activities. 

Bro. S. Chalmers, secretary of Anncrlcy 
church nnd business nrnnnger of the "Christian 
Echo,'1 has accepted the position of home mis
sion secretary. 

The annual h ome mission appeal shows an in
crease of 40 per cent. , due mainly to the work 
of a sub-committee in visiting each church 
within 100 miles of Brisbane. 

The committee is now nppoinling a full-time 
organis ing evangelist, and within a few months 
it is cxpcclccl that the Queensland churches will 
report a clcfin ile forward move.-Stanley 
Chnhncrs. 

Albury.-On Dec. 7 the clos in g m eeting for 
the year_ of the C_.E. socie ty was hel d, fo llowed 
by a social ~athermg. A presentation was made 
lo the p res1de_nt, J. C. F. P illman. A very 
success ful Chris tmas tree and- fair took place 
on Dec. 15, a lte~ded by about 200 people. On 
Dec. 19 fe llowship with Bro. Scone, of Gardiner TENDERS. 
church , was cnJoyed. Chr istmas messages Tende~s arc invited by the trust ees of the 
were g iven by Bro. Pittman. Chur ch of Chris t, Cheltenham, and will be r c-

-----.,rm:~ l'll"-.,ffll'ffl,.,....,....,...;,,.,..a;;..a;.,,g.,e- a- ,-, - ~.-n~0-w-n-,-en- l ceivcd by F. E. J. Smith, Pt. Ncpcan-rd ., Highctt, 
Fund to which Preachers may contribute. Lill J a n. 17, 1938, for the erection o f a brick 

In order lo d_o this elfeetively, the Committee fence on t he church properly, Chesterville-rd., 
needs the practical sy mpathy and support of a ll Cheltenham; length 368½ ft. Specifications may 
the churches and brethren throughout the Com- be inspected a t the manse, I Chesterville-rd., 
monweallh. Cbellenham. Lowest or a ny other tender not 

Plea~e forward contributio ns to w. H. Hall, necessarily accepted . ! 
113 Pill-st., Sydney, N.S.\V., making money 
ord_ers and postal notes payable a t G.P.O., 
Wagga.-Splend id meetings were held las t 

month. Auxiliaries are in r ecess I for a few 
weeks. All h eld happy Christma s socials. 
Ladies' church a id sent a parcel to Newington, 
gave the kinder department a Christmas party, 
and had linoleum placed in chapel · porch. Bro. 
Acland has spoken morning and evening. His 
evening addresses on " The Truth v. Jehovah's 
Witnesses" created interes t. On Dec. 19, after 
a stirring address on "A Journey to Bethle
hem," Roita Acland confessed Christ. Bro. 
and Sisler Dousey, of Bambra-rd., Vic., had 
fellowship. 

Burwood.- On Dec. 15 Mr. Arnold concluded 
a series of interesting and instructive talks on 
"Jesus a l Prayer." The P .B.P. en ded the year 
with a banquet , fini shing with a n enjoyable 
impromptu hour. Young people and juniors 
combined to give k inders of Bunvood a nd Con
cord West a Chris tmas tree on Dec. 18. i\l r. 
Arnold o n morning of Dec. 19 s poke on " His 
Na me . . . W onderful," and in the e,·cning 
on "For God so Loved the World." A Indy 
confessed her fait h in Chris t. In the Christ
mas mail conduct ed by girls' club, over 600 
parcels or ca rds we re "posted." 

Dumbleton.- Th e church has accepted Bro. D. 
Saunde rs for morning services and Bro. 
O'Connor for evening services as preachers 
for J 938. Bro. Collinson, from Manly, 
will conduct Suuday night ser v ices for 
January . Bro. O'Connor will do visita tion 
and o the r pas toral work. Br~. O'Connor . in 
December had the joy of lcadmg tw_o semor 
lads in the B ible school lo accep t Christ. The 
sisters' aid held a successful social on ·Dec. 11 , 
and the kinder garten dis tributed Chris tmas tree 
gifts to younger ones on 18th. Bro. O'Connor 
conducted a communion service followed by a 

KESWICK BOOK DEPOT. 
IlOOl<S FOR HOLIDAY READING. 

Good Stories- Biography- Tra vel- Missionary, 
etc., e tc.' 

l(cswick for Good Books a ll through the yea r . 
A few Scr ipture Ca lendars still available. 

Write for lis t. 

KESWICK 
315-17 COLLINS 

'Phon e, MU 2950. 

BOOK DEPOT, 
STREET, MELBOURNE. 

Open Fridays till 9 p.m. 

SILVER WEDDING. 
HARDING- BAINES.- Mr. and Mrs. H'lrding, 

o f 129 Eglinton-st., Kew, a nnounce with grati
tude the 25th a nniversary of their m arriage on 
Dec. 28, 1912, at the North Richmond Church of 
Chr is t, by Ethelbert Davis. 

IN MEMORIAM. 
ANDERSON.-ln memory of our loved one, 

Adie! J. L. Ander son, who was called to higher 
service on Dec. 27, 1936. 
- 12. Wilson-st., Moonee Ponds, Vic. 

ANDERSON.-In loving rem embrance o f our 
dear hrother -in-1:iw, Adie!, who passed to higher 
service on Dec. 27, 1936. 
- Inserted by Albert ani} Myrtle Taylor. 

PRIM US.- ln loving m emory of a beloved wife, 
mother and grandmother, who was called home 
at Rosevale on Dec. 30, 1936. 

Let not I sorrow dim your eye, 
Soon shall every tear be dry; 
Let not fears your course impede, 
Great your s tren gth if great your need .. 

- Inserted by her loving husband, children and 
grandchildren. 

STEWART.- A tribute of love to the memory 
of Roy, who was called lo higher service J an. l, 
1932, loved husbaud of Effie, fond father of 
Lois, a nd dea r son of Mr. and Mrs. A. Slewnrl. 
Sad ly missed. 
- Inserted by his wife, daughter and parents, 
Esscndon. 

CHRISTIAN GUEST HOM E, 
OAKLEIGH, VICTORIA. 

IT is expected that the home. will be opened 
some lime during Ma rch, and persons de

s iring admission arc invited lo apply for an 
application form. The · home is · not for a ged 
persons only . 

Pa rticula rs of r equirem ent s will be forwnrded, 
upon application, lo persons capable of filling 
the position of matron. 

- Will. H. Clay, Secretary of Socia l Ser vice, 
Bible House, 241 Flinder s-lane, Melbourne. 

A HOLIDAY HOME IN THE HILLS. 
If you are needing a q uiet r es t, amidst beau

tiful sur roundings, spend a holiday nl "Hill
cres t," Ferguson-st., Upwey. Every convenience. 
Terms moderate.- M. E . P ittman, 147 Hampton
st , Hampton. 'Phone, XW 1473. 
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COME HOME! 
Back to Peel Street (Ballarat East). 

GRAND RE-UNION SERVICES. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27 TO MARCH 8. 
Coinciding with Ballnrat's Centenary Floral 

W eek (the most magnificent in Australia). 
Fuller particulars later. 

Former members of Peel-st. p ]casc cornmuni
cate with secreta ry, Arnold Sheppard, 162 
Bnrkly-st., ML. Pleasant. 'Phone 1621. 

HOW TO DARN AND MEND. 
You need not spend hours darning and mend

ing by hand if you have a Prize "\Vardana" 
Sewing Machine. Simply thread the mach ine 
with s ilk or cotto n of the same color as the 
fabric; do not loosen the presser foot ; use a 
st itch of moderate lengt h, and begin stitching a 
bil beyond lhc p lace lo be mended. For places 
that arc worn, thin or frayed, put in sufficient 
rows of stitching close together to cover the 
p lace, then put in cross rows, whic h will give 
you a fine, smooth, strong mend. Particulars 
can be obtained from Ward Bros., Aus tralian 
Sewing Machine Company, 36 Errol-s t., North 
Melbourne. 

AUSTIN POPE, ps~~~.':!lc.!~~~-1.1 

TEACHER OF ORGAN, PIANO, 
THEORY, etc. 

,New Term Commences Feb. 1, 1938. 

162 Malop St., 
Geelong. 

'Phone, 
Geelong 2118. 
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So·cial Service 
Notes and Commerits. 

Will. H. Clay. 

Christmas Distribution of Parcels. 

A NUMBER of churches, Bible schools, clubs 
and members contributed cash, groceries, 

puddings and toys, making it possible for a 
liberal distribution to be made amongst our 
own unfortunate, and their good wishes were 
given practical effect, where otherwise they were 
hollow mockery. Heceived 10/- from "Yours in 

· Sympathy." About 50 families ha,·e hecn helped, 
and iudh·iduals have received special attention. 

Christian F~llowshlp Association (C.F.A.). 
The president of ,the Victorian section enter

tained the agents and members of the Board al 
a dinner on Dec. 13. About 60 attended. and 
met afterwards for entertainment and discus
sion. It was disclosed that the registrations 
numbered 1970, and the total contributions 
£1618. A total of £1474 had been advanced on 
Joan, and £524 had been refunded. It was es
tinU1ted that 80 per cent. to 90 per cent. of Joan 
money would be refunded in due course, nnd 
that a capital fund of £10,000 would be built 
up in about 8 years. The opinion was ex
pressed that the movement, if supported by the 
churches, would prO\'ide the solution of all 
conference financial problems. A discussion 
took place on the method of collecting in ' the 
churches, nnd a suggested change by which 
members would be given a loose receipt in
stead of a book, was generally approved. The 
publicity. committee prepared a small pocket 
calendar which has been presented to all C.F.A. 
members. Its message suggests that each 
member should win one, and double· the member
ship in 1938. The N.S.W. section reported good 
progress and another anonymous donation of 
£25. 

Picture Shows Bid for Opening on Christmas 
Night. 

Very subtly the Cinematograph Association, 
after obtaining the approval of the Theatre 
Employees' Union, approached the Chief Sec
retary in Melbourne for permission to open on 
Christmas night, and it has been granted. A 
certain section of tho'se financially interested 
made it clear that it could not or would not 
sanction an earlier pcrfomiance. It is known 
that the approach was deferred to the latest 
posible hour, fearing organised oppositi~~- The 
Chief 1Secretary was either caught nappmg or 
flagrantly disregarded the l'iews o(, a large 
section of the people. 

Filling Positions in Public Service. 
A public servant writes: "I desire to supple

ment what you stated in this connection in 
your notes and comments for October. In State 
services the method of entry \'aries in actual 
practice. There are always educational stand
ards but in some services political influence 
can 'play an important part. Enquiry should 
be made in each Slate -to ascertain the details. 
In the Federal service there i s no political in
fluence either for entry or for promotion. As 
required, telegraph messengers are appointed 
after competitive examination. Any position 
in the service is well within the reach of every 
messengcr,- and every facility is gi\'en for those 
who are keen. A fair standard of education is 
necessary on account of the competition. For 
the clerical division successful candidates for 
the leaving or intermediate examina9ous are 
appointed if they apply before sitting for the 
examination.'' 

State Aid for Denominational Schools. 
The Victorian Social Service Deportment 'has 

forwarded the Federal Social Ser1•ice Committee's 

\ . 
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resolution on this question, which has been en
dorsed hy all the Sillies, to the State Premier. 
It has a lso been sent lo the Prime Minister. 

Christian Guest Home. 
A de1iosit has been paid on the purchase of 

a substantial brick property of 14 rooms at 
Oakleigh, nine miles from Melbourne. Provickd 
no 1·alid objection to the home being conducted 
in this residential area is lodged witli the 
r.ouncil, it is expected that the purchase will 
he finalised in February. Immed iate steps will 
he taken to make the huilding ready for oc
cupation. Already substantial promises are lo 
hand towards furnishing. It is expected that 
the home will fill o great need amongst us, 
Guests will include those needing special ac
commodation, as well as our ngcd. 

The Single Eye. 
,l STORY from India relates how a Brahmin 

11 teacher appointed o day on which to test 
the skill of his pupils with bow and a rrow. 
He placed nn artificial bird in the top of a 
high tree. Then calling together his pupils he 
told them to make ready to shoot off its head. 
To the first one he said, "Do you see the bird 
on the top of the tree?" "I do," replied the 
pupil. "Whal else do you see?" asked the 
teacher. "I see yourself, my brothers, the tree 
and the bird," said the pupil. "Stand aside," 
said the teacher. He called the others one by 
one, and each replied in like manner to similar 
questions, and each in turn was told lo stand 
aside. At last a youth named Arjuna stepped 
forward lo take his turn. When he had drawn 
his bow and taken aim the teacher said, "What 
do you see?" "I see only the bird," Arjuna 
replied. "Describe the bird to me," said the 
teacher. "I see only its bend," answered the 
pupil. "Then shoot," cried the teacher. The 
arrow sped to the mark and cleft the head of 
the hird from its body. 

The secret of good marksmanship is the secret 
of the Christian life. The single eye, the single 
aim, the single pul'posc are needed. Paul had 
discovered that secret. "This one thing I do," 
he cried. The many activities of his life, 
pl'caching, teaching, healing, visiting, tent-mak
ing, business, pleasure, wcl'e made to contribute 
to the .attainment or one great aim and end; 
that of reaching "the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus." Have we 
that single eye? Is Paul's aim ours? Can 
we say that everything in our Jives is so clean 
and um1uestionable that it contributes toward 
the attainment of such an end? No? Then 
we arc falling for short of our high calling, 
and our life and service shall never couut for 
Christ as did Paul's. God fol'give us that we 
should be content with the lowlands when it is 
to the heights that he has called us.-W. W. 
Saunders, in Hindmu·sh "Friendly Messenger." 

A PLAN FOR THE N.EW YEAR. 
V 

DR. MACLEAN, years ago president of the 
Princeton College, used to address the 

students annually as to their plans and welfare. 
1. Foremost, said he, see!< the life of the 

soul ; for if the soul be lost, evcl'ylhing is lost. 
2. Secondly, study the health of the body, for 

an invalid cannot utili se his mental powers. 
3. Thirdly, develop the mind, for by that the 

man can help himself. 
4. Lastly, seek recreation and pleasure, that it 

may pl'omote the efficiency of your other work. 
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j Burwood Boys' Home I 
I .. d I 
. Registered by C:haritles Boar • "[ 
I Victoria. 1 • . I 

I

ll 'Phone, WX 1558, l 
. R d (formeriy Boundary Rd.), Warr1gal on . · • l next to Wattle Park, Burwood. I 

l V I 
· 1 f the Home will be delivered I Pare! s or 

FREE OF CHARGE 

1

1 

by 

I i YELLOW EXPRESS CARRIERS LTD. I 
I ! 'Phone, Central 10500. j 

;e'rvicc the choir 1@88@1£ I . 
;object of Bro. Cornelius' address on evenmg 
,f Jan. 2 was "Pressing On." A number 

I 
of our 

,oung people ha,·e been in camp at Mo.uni 
3arker held under auspices of S.A. C.E. Union. 

Glen~lg.- Owing to the outbreak of infantile 
,aralysis it was thought advisable to close 
.he Bihle school indefinitely. Dr. Johnston's 
nen's class has gone into reces_s: The class 

j Hon-Secretary: I 
I Allan G. Searle. • 

i
i ,1 

City Office:-
Temple Court, 422 Collins St., Melb., C.1. I 

I i 
+----·----------·-·---•-➔ 
"PARK BRAE," BLACKHEATH, N.S.W. 

Christian Guest House. 

Ideal accommodation, near station, sights ond 
all recreations. Recommended for comfort. 

Tariff, 37 / 6 week,' 7/- day. 
'Phone 73. 

HEALTH FOR ALL. . 
HERBS F<?R EVERY DISEASE. 

HERBAL FOODS AND VITALISERS. 
NATURAL HEALTH FOODS. 

Consultatlons and Treatment by Mail. 
Personal Consultation by Appointment. 

Ring W8140. 
HEALTH FOOD STORE, 

756 Burke Road, Camberwell. 
. 

FOREIGN Wanted: 

MISSIONS. · Gifts S.ruaJI and Large, 
Contr1but1ona from Victoria 

should be sent to 
D. B. Pittman, Treas., 530 Elizabeth-st., 

Melbourne. 

"" J. .FERGUSON & SON 
J.F....,.. . E. J, Coll-.. 

Jfuneral llirettnr.s 
712 HIGH ST., THORNBURY 

' Pboae JW3037 
140 Johmton St., Collingwood 

Phone J ◄984 · 
Ordon 1>romDII,, attended to. U1>-to-date Motor Semc. 

\ 
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January 6, 1938. 
THE AUSTR~LIAN CHRISTIAN. TS 

J{ead Office: J 1104, 2 lines 

Private Funeral Parlors 
RICHMOND 

LE PINE & SON Pty., 
Ltl 1Jf uneral ilirectnrll 

CAMBERWELL CANTERBURY HAWTHORN SURREY HIL_LS 

PREACHERS' PROVIDENT FUND 
With which is incorpor~ted the Aged and Infl~m 

Evangehsts' Trust. 
Established by the Fed~ral Conference or the 

Churches of Christ in Australia. 

Members of Committee: H. Belz, A. Morris, 
, T. E. Rofe, L. Rossell, F, S. Steer, Dr. C. A. Verco 

and W. H. H?ll (_Hon .. Seely and Treasurer ) . 
Rcpresenla!Jve ID Victoria: W Gale T & G 

Building, 145. Col!ins St., Melb~urne, 'C. i. ' 
Rep_resenta_ll,·e ID South Australia: General 

S. Price Weir, 2nd Avenue, East Adelaide. 
Representali\'e in Western Australia • D M 

Wilson, I Nanson-s t., Wembley, · · · 
Th~ Objects of the Fund arc : 

Isl. To assis t financially Aged and Infirm a nd 
Retired Preachers. 

2nd. To control and m anage a n Endowment 
Fund lo which Preachers may contribute. 

lo orde r lo do this elfectively the Committee 
needs the practical sympa thy and support of all 
the churches and brethren throughout the Com
monwealth. 

Plea~e forward contributions to W. H. Hall, 
113 Pitt-st., Sydney, N.S.W., making money 
orders and pos tal notes payable al G.P.O., 
Sydney. Contributions may also be sent to 
W. Gale, S. Price W eir and D. M. Wilson. 

1888-1938--STILL SEWING THROUGH 
AUSTRALIA. 

Arter 50 years' work and experience, WARD 
BROS., specia list s in sewing machines, have 

placed on the market an 
almost ~ Australian - made 
machine that surpasses all 
others . The appearance and 
construction of the wood
work is a credit to Aus
tralia n workmen, and the 

ease with which the machine sews over 2000 
stitches a minute is something worth seeing. 

, Support should be given to these industries 
which a rc providing work for Aust ralians. 

Ma ny advantages over 0U1er makes·- yct lower 
in price a nd better terms. 

Handsome dust proof cabinet.a, sews backwards 
and forwards, ties thread at end of aeam. 

LIFETIME GUARANTEE. 
Compare our Prize Empire Model Cabinet 

with any imported make. 
Buy from us and keep your money in Aus

tralia, and we can abolish the unemployment and 
reduce taxes. 

BUY DIRECT WARD BROS., SPECIALISTS.
Same old flrm . . Sa me old address 50 years . 

36-38 Efrol-st., North Melbourne. Tel., F 3985. 
222 Chapel-st., Pra hran, opp. Ezywalkin. 
252 Smith-st., Collingwood . . J 1001. 
195 Barkly-st ., Footscray, Near Albert-st. 
550 Sydney-rd., Brunswick. Near Blyth-st. 

n•• •••• ••n 
t W.J. Airdrn: 

l'hH 61l7 

II•• 

The RELIABLE OPTICIAK 
FOR SATISFACTORY SBllVICII 

AT MOD!illATB COST 

AL TSON'S BUILDING, 

1st floor, 82 Ellzabetb St 
ICr. C■llla■ St.), MelNWH 

•••• ··• 

TWELVE THINGS TO REMEMBER 
DURING 1938. 

THE value of time. 
The success o f perscvcrnncc. 

The pleasure of working. 
The dignity of simplicity. 
The worth of character. 
The power o f kindness. 
The influence of example. 
The obligation of duty; 
The wisdom of economy. 
The virtue of patience. 
The improvement of talent. 
The joy of origina ting. 

The old year is past I For some it wns r ich 
in joy and happiness ; to others, the joy was 
mingled with pain and loss. 

Let us not linger loo long upon• the past, hut 
direct our attention to the front, r eady to grasp 
cacti golden moment as it approaches, and weave 
into ii the full measure o'f love, thoughtfulness, 
kindliness, and elfort so the minutes, hours, a nd 
days may sta nd out a s a handiwork pleasing to 
God the Father and t o men our brethren.
Selected. 

AN ADVERTISER'S TIPS. 

DR. JAMES BLACK, of Edinburgh, Scotland, 
has wr itten an article for ministers with 

the foregoing title. He heard an expert in the 
science of adverti sing deliver a lecture, and he 
declares that the strong points in advertising 
a rc the strong pqiuts in sermon · making. , 

The lecturer made five points, a nd these five 
point s a rc quot ed by Dr: Black a s follows : 
I. " Do not write something which pleases peo
ple in your own business ; it is the public you , 
arc a fte r ." 2. "Write intelligent, plain English: 
do not use technical terms." 3. "Do not cram 
the space with ma iler : leave plenty of white." 
4. "Be truthful: catch periny distortion of tlie 
facts always comes lo grief in the end." 5. 
"Boost your own commodity: do not attack 
your competitors and thus give them , free ad
vertising.'' 

What great teacher ever used wiser words 0 11 
preaching than Dr. Black quotes from this lec
turer on advertising ? (asks the "Watchman
Exam iner"). . All really great . preachers carry 
out these various suggestions. 

Consult the A~stral' Co. before placing your 
next. order for church or Bible school pr inting 
reqmrem ents. 

WondePfal India 
An Illustrated Booklet of 6~ pages and 

Cover. 

By Jas. E. Thomas. 

Informative, Insplrin&'. 

6d., posted 7d. 
Per doz., 5/ -, posted 5/ 6. 

D 

Austral Printing & Publishing Co. Ltd,, 
528, 530 Elizabel11 St., Melbourne, Victoria. 

Victorian Home Missions. 
D 

HOME MISSIONS 
and 

EVANGELISM 
The Foremost Need of 1938. 

H. J. Patterson, President 

W. Gale, Secretary 

Churches of Christ Office, 145 Collins-st., Melb. 

NERVES, CATARRH, ULCERS, 
GALLSTONES, ETC. 

TAKE BOTANIC REMEDIES. 
Many Testimonials. 

Consult H. WATSON 
(of India) . 

Ro.om 416, London Stores, City. 
M: 4963. 

Miss M. E. Pittman, <j:.i':::,•;lll,.) 
llfrar~,r a( &tngtng 

"BNnhrood," 
147 Hampton s1-. 

Al■o al 
Lnon s

Ou1■11an 0..pol. Hamplon, S.7 

Don't Be Hung Up 
With a Leaking 

or Boiling Radiator or 
Faulty Electrical Equip
ment. Dr ive your car right 

in rur Free Examination. 

Radiator House, 305 Latrobe St., Melb. 
CENT. !57!58 

~EIEIEIEIEIEIEIE:IEIEIEIEIE:1 

TAILORING 
LADIES' OR GBNTS' 

Our New Prices Suit 
Reduced Incomes 

CRAIGIE & CO. 
~CS:5 LITTLE COLLINS STREET 

,_, cloon lliom s.,.,..._ SI. 

E3E3E3E3~E3E3E3E3E3E3E3EI~ 
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LYALL&SONS PTY. 
LTD, 

, 39-51 Leveson St., North Melbour'l11 
Al■o at Lara and Geelona:. 

CASH CHAFF, HAY, GRAIN, PRODUCE, and 
HARDWARE MERCHANTS 

Exporters or Pressed Hay, Chaff', and Colonial Produc1 
Seed Oat and Grain Specialis te-GntAS, 

Clover and Other Set>da. 
All kinds of Poultry Feed and '.\reals supplied. 

Manufac·turers or "Excello" Chicken Feed, 
Laying ~lush, and Calf Food. 

HAIWWARE LINES:-
GAlvanized Iron, Spouting, and Ridging. Fencing 
Wire, Galvanized, Black, Baling & Barbed \Vire, 
Wire Netting. Chicken Netting, and all other siz~s 

Galrnnizcd Water Piping and Fillings. 
Cyclone Gales and Fencing Supplied. 

\Ve stock and can supply everything requir,•d for 
the Poultry Yard and the Farm. 

for Service, for Quality, 
for Price, b7 LYALL'S . 

Alfred Millis & Sons Pty. Ltd. 
Wholesale_ Fruit Merchants 

Registered Office·; 438 Queen St., Melb. 
Phone f 1862 

Alao Qiieen Victoria Wholesale Market,. 

LEARN BY POSl 
(Pittman's Correspondence Courses.) 

The subjects are PreaChing, Speaking, Bible 
Study, Bihle Analysis, Bible Doctrine, Church 
History, Christhm E\'idcnc<?s, Grammar and Com
position, Teache r Training, Elocution, Church 
Efficiency (for Presidents, Officers, Secretaries 
and Trea"surcrs), Paul's Life and \Vork, \\' omen 
of the Bible. Terms: £1/ 1/ - per · Quarter. 

These lessons help toward efficiency in scr~ 
vice, which sh o uld be the aim of all. 

Enrol me as a Student in l 
Send Particulars re J Course . . .. .... . . 

Name ...... ... .... ... . . .. Address ....... .... .. . . . 
Fill in above, and post to 

J. C. F. PITTMAN, 
~wyalong," De~n St., Albury. 

(Enclose 2d. Stamp for postage.) 

DEPARTMEN,T OF SOCIAL SERVICE. 
Bible House, 241 Fllnder■ Lane, Melbourne. 

'Phone, MX 3083. 
Parcels addressed to Churches of Christ 

Mission, ' Flinders-st. Railway Station, Mel
bourne; nrc carried free on rail. Labels will 
be sent to any address upon application. Dona
tions in cash or kind are earnestly invited. 
This Department docs not advance money be
yond small amounts to meet sundry and im
mediate needs. 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
ASSOCIATION. 

THE AUSTRALIAN1 CHRISTIAN. 

A NEW. YEAR PRAYER. 
V 

AL~IIG HTY God, by whose mercy my life h ns 
been yet prolonged to another ycnr, grant 

that thy mercy may not be in vain. Le t not 
my yen rs he multiplied to increase my guilt; 
but, as age nch-a nccs, le t m e become more pure 

0

in my though ts, m ore regular in my desires, 
and m ore obedient lo thy lnws. Let not the 
car es o f the world distract me, nor the evils of 
age overwhelm me. Dul continue and increase 
thy lovin g kindness towards me; and when thou 
shnlt call me hence, recei\'C me to everlasting 
happiness, for the snl<e of J esus Christ our 
Lord. Amcn.- Dr. Samuel Johnson ( 1773, 
aged 64). 

WE nre no t sent into this wo rld lo do any
thing into · which we cannot put our 

hcnrts. ,vc have ccrtnin work to do for our 
b read, and that is l o be done strenuously ; o the'r 
work to do for our delight, and that is to be 
done h enrtily; neither is to be done by halves 
and shifts, hut with a will; and wha t is not 
worth this effor t i s not to be d one a t nil.
Carlyle. 

'4.!!!@1lAAilliillI1llliI11Uilllll 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK. 
0 'I H~LD it true, with him who 

singe 

To one clear harp in divers tones, 
That men may rise on stepping

stones 
Of their dead selv"es to higher 

things." 

HIS WAY. 
V 

AN answei:, so.ft nnd gentle ; 
A smUe, li!u,· break o f dawn; 

A look of k.in<f cowpassion; 
The wall of h'ah! is gone. 
This is the Master's. method I 
Oh, brother! Pass it on! 

-E. C. Baird, 
in "Christian Standa rd." 

Australian ·Christian 
Publi,hed Weekly by 

Austral Printing & Publishing Co. Ltd. 
52h, 530 Elizabeth St., Melbourne, 

Victoria, Auatralia. 
Phone, F2524. 

Editor: A. R. MA!N,, M.A. 

All Communlcal/oru lo Abo~• Addrtu. 

THIS Associalion was formed SUBSCRIPTION-Throuah Church Asent, 2d. week: 
, in 1935, and consists of ·such Poatcd Direct, I0/6ycar1 Foreisn, 14/•. 
members of Churches of Christ CHANGE OF ADDRESS-Send old and new add,eao 
as are willing to contribute to .. • week previoua to.date of deeired ch■cse. 
a fund from which . the n eedy CHE%~f\,,¥?:ANEY. ORDER~. etc., payable 10 
member may be relieved. It 
is nn exclusiv<.>ly -financial or- ADVERTISEMEN TS-Marriaae1. Birth■• Death1 , 

gnnisation. 1900 members joined, nnd nearly Memorial1, Berc.vement Notice■• 2/- (one ver■e 
allowed in Oeath1 and Memorial,), Com·ns 

£1600 was advanced in gifts nntl loans during Event■• 16 word1 , 6d., every additional 12 word,, 
t~e firs t two yea.rs. bd._.1Wanted. For Sale, To 4t and Si.mil■r Ad,., I 

Ask for printed matte r from lite Secretary, 24 ..,.,,do, I/- : every additional 12 word., 6d. 
Will. H. Clay, Bible House, 241 Flinders-lane, Olber Ad .. rlloln• RatH OIi Application. 

January 6, 1938. 

uJqr C!!ttllegr 
nf t11r iliblr. 

Attacking the 
Debit Balance 

A commendable attack has 
been made on the debit 
balance 111 College accounts 

this year. 

The annual offering shows 
a splendid gain on 1936. 

The Board welcomes a pro
posal from a Queensland 
brother for a special fund of 
one thousand pound gifts to 
destroy the debt. 

Several have shared in 
this already. H a ve you ? 

Conditions favor success i f 
full co-operation 1s g iven. 
Here ts a practical way to 
express good will for the 
New Year. 

ONE THOUSAND 
.. POUNDS. 

"v 

A Centre of U F>;th&C,.ture 

.. 
m~e Clinllege nf t4e ilible 

GLEN IRIS, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA 

CONTROLLED BY THE FEDERAL CONFERENCE 

'Principal, c:/l. R. Main, M.A. 

Send Donations to 

Fred. T. Saunders, Secretary & Oriranlaer, 

250 Tooronp Rd., S.E..6, Melbonrne, Vic. 
' Phone, U 2964. 

Melbourne, C.1. L:lll================~ 

Printed and Published by the Austral Printing and Publishing Company Ltd, 528, 530 Ellza,:b~e~th~-~.t~ •• ~'~!~=============1I 
" elbourne, Victoria, Australia. 
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