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The Church Aspidistra. 

THERE are those who would say that 
the aspidistra ought to be banished 

· from church buildings, but that 
would inean that many edifices would re­
main undeco.rated ! It will not be expected 
that the "Christian" take an extreme view. 
A suspicion does obtrude,- however, that 
this common plant holds its pride of place 
not on account of its beauty but because of 
the comparatively little amount of attention 
it requires. We are in agreement with 
those who say that a demand for the mini­
mum of- time and attention is not an alto­
g-ether satisfactory reason for the plant's 
church standing. 

As we· write. one aspidistra is in our 
thought. It was a poor little thing, mani­
festly neglected, standing on a crude wall 
bracket in a little chapel which we recently 
visited. The stunted plant with its five dull 
and drooping- leaves_ undoubtedly harmon­
ised with its surroundings, for the house 
and its furnishings all spoke of lack of 
care. We doubt if many members would 
have liked their homes to .be so bare. or 
neglected as was what they regarded . as 
the house of God. The rough bracket 
poorly painted projected from a wall by 
no means spotlessly clean. The flower-pot 
was covered in what had once been pink 
paper tied on with twine. Th~ saucer in 
which it stood was left in its naked state­
perha12s rl)aper ran short. H'ow often that 
pot a11tl plant attracted;-our roving ~yes we 
should not like to say. :Many a time we 
thoug-ht of the probable effect had we come 
as strang-er and unbeliever into the service. 
\/Vould we not have wondered how much 
Christia11s really cared about church and 

service? 
There are many ways in which indiffer­

ence to the Lord's work manifests itself. 
We speak of prayer attendance as the pulse 
of the church. Sometimes we make a 
financial response the test of a live church. 
The tunefulness and heartiness of the sing­
ing- are symptoms. The i_nterest of t~e 
members in one anocl1er, as Judged by their 
bo.Jting- imm.ediately a service is over, ~r 
by their stopping to greet one_ another, 1s_ 
another indication. The orderlmess of the 
church grounds, the cleanliness of. the build­
ing- and its furniture, are sure marks.- If 

a congregation has rich member"s and yet is 
content to meet in a chapel with unpainted 
walls or broken windows, you will expect 
little of Christian activity, and will doubt­
less not be disappointed. 

But it is flowers we are now cqnsidering. 
Can we i udg-e a church_ .by its floral decora­
tions? Ca11 we; we · all do. We do not 
thirik there is any imperative reason for 
flowers. or even aspidistras; all we say is 
that, 'if there are flowers or plants, they 
ought to· be decently arranged and well 
cared for. Sometimes it looks as if the 
voung-est and least artistic member of the 
f.C.E. Society had been granted the privi­
leg-e of dumping an ill-assorted bundle of 
flowers into a bowl. Better to have nothing 
than an alleg-ed decoration which proclaims 
the indifference of the church members to 
the attractiveness of the service. We are 
not despising- aspidistras, even five-leaved 
ones ; thoug-h w,e doubt W'hether one such 
should be regarded as equal to the task of 
decoratine- a chapel! But if aspidistras and 
other plants are employed, let them be as 
g-ood and attractiv!!· as the church can get, 
and let them be cared for. The unpainted 
chapel, the dirty floor, the torn carpet, th~ 
broken dock, the hideously dra.ped tin mas-
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querad(ng as· a flower-pot, the neglected 
flowers are: all vociferous ;· they proclaim 

. with resounding voices that these Christians 
have lost- interest in the things which they 
say are the most important things in the 
worl_d. · · 

We should have a building and' a ~ervii:e 
which help Christians to worship, and­
which are calculated to impress non-Chris­
tians wit}:! the beauty (l.nd worthiness of. 
our relig-ion. A slovenly service or neglected· 
house of worship repels the stranger. We 
all make our houses as neat and attractive 
as possible; why tl'.eat the assembling place 
of the church of God as if it wei:e a barn 
or a hovel? 

It may be objected that the Christian who 
cannot wor~hip in any ·pla~e and under any 
conditions is too weak ·.and sensitive, and 
that the ·bon-Christian ~ls9 errs by- reject­
ing t}:ie truth which is proelaimed even in 
the least attractive building. We are not 
engaged in the defence of either of rhese. 
We simply plead for a due rega.rd for our­
places of worship, and for a service care­
fully planned and well carried out, so that 
worship will be aided and strangers at­
tracted instead of repelled. After all; that 
man "is_ ·not wholly wrQng_ who judges our 
interest in divine things by t_he care we _give 
to house and service. E;ven the plainest 
room can be neat and clean and sweet. The . · 
service in the smallest church can _be care­
fully prepared and carried out in orderly 
and efficient manner .. 

In fairness to the chu;ch with . the poor 
stunted five-leaved aspidistra, we ,should 
add that the ·service wa~ not spoilt £or us. 
.It was ,edeemed · by this, that the . man in 
the pulpit was manifestly Chri'st-ian, · sincere 
and earnest, anxious to · help men and 
women, ·interested in boys · and girls, and 
g-reat.ly desiroiis of winning. folk to Christ. 
So the service to us was very enjoyable and· 

helpful. But it would have been better had 
the chapel. and its appointments matched 
the quality of the preacher. The same day 

we ·attended a second service, of another de­
nominational church. This time the as­
pidistra was a really fine one, in a good big 
br_ass iardiniere set on a well -draped table 
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in . front of an attractive pulpit. Other ap­
pomtments were in harmony. \,Valls were 
clean, seats . of good quality, hymn-books 
ne~, and all seemed well. Yet we did not 
enJoy the service half so well as that which 
the. five-leaved aspidistra tried in vain to 
spoil. Why? Chiefly because you want 
more than beautiful aspidistra and brass 
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bowl to make a successful service. You 
want a man with a message, who from t~e 
heart will seek to give the Gospel of Chrtst 
to those for whose salvation he really be­
lieves the Saviour died. This reason ex­
plains why we much enjoyed the morning 
service and were greatly dissatisfied with 
the evening- one. 

The Obedien~e of Faith. 
Romans I: 5; 16: 26. 

Tfo1t faith as a primary, moving and com-
. preh~ns!ve pri?ciple is important none deny, 

for 1t 1s obvious to the most superficial 
reader that both Christ and his apostles 
stressed its necessity (John 3: 15, 16, 18; 
_<;: 24; Acts ro : 43; 13: 39; 16: 31). It is 
essential to the enjoyment of God's pre­
sence and favor ( Heb. 11 : 6). But such 
indispensability leads to an obsession in 
many minds of its onlyness, to the exclusion 
of equally. essential requirements by God. 
And so. "faith only" is' a common doctrine 
among- evang-elicals. Such a lop-sided con­
clusion is due in the main to partial and 
incomplete evidence. None of the above 
passages teaches that faith alone saves. Be­
lief does save, but it is also scriptural fact 
that repentance saves (2 Cor. 7: ro); and 
is an essential (Luke 13: 3, 5) . So, too, is 
obedience a condition of salvation (Heb. 
.'i : 9), but not the only one. Faith as a 
mental ·ad: has nothing meritorious in it­
self . . The ·obiect of trust" (Christ) saves 
the penitent sinner. 

Too often our theories, prejudices and 
prepossessions are taken to the Bible, and 
we read -into the Word our pet doctrines. 
But pre-formed notions and the wresting of 

A. N. Hinrichsen. 

mous. Heb. 3 : 12 and 4: 11; Heb. 3: 19 
and 4: 6 ( R. V.) likewise prove the ideas 
of faith and obedience to ·be virtually inter­
chang-eable, not antitheses. Faith neces­
sitates expression in an act of ' obedience 
(Gal. 3: 26, 27), thus Dr. Lightfoot speaks 
of the penitent believer's immersion as "the 
crowning- act of his own faith." The accept­
ance of the Gospel· involves an initial and 
overt act of obedience ( Acts 6: 7; Rom. 
6: 17; 15 : 18; 2 Thess. 1 : 8; 1 Pet. 1: 2 ; 
4: 17). The salvation wrought through 
Christ a.t the cross is only available to the 
obedient. Obedience is a proof of the sin­
cerity of professing faith (Heb. 11: 8, 17, 
31, R.V.). • Disobedience on the part of the 
antediluvians led to their ruin ( 1 Pet. 3 : 
20), and as regards the disaster of the wan­
dering- Israelites, they "failed to enter in 
because of disobedience" (Heb. 4: 6) . Faith 
alone is insufficient (John .12 : 42, the strong 
word '. 'eis"-"into" being used) . Disobedi­
ence to the truth will be the sinner's un­
doing- (Rom .. 2: 8). . -

Obedience is not · so much an adding to, 
but rather _the evolving of what is , already 
involved in faith. · Some representative 
views of faith will make this clear. "The 
faith which you keep must be a faith that 
demands obedience, and you can keep it 

. only by obeying it" ( Phillips Brooks). 
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be a Christian is to obey Christ no matte; 
how you feel" (H. W. Beecher). "I would 
rather obey than work miracl~s•: (Lyther). 
"Let the ground of all thy rehg10us actions . 
be obedience; examine not why it is com­
manded, ·but observe it because it is com­
manded. True obedience neither procras­
tinates nor questions" (Francis Quarles). 
Not the least of the lessons taught us by 
Christ's example was his obedience (Rom. 
.5: 19; Phil. 2: 8; Heb. 5: 8). 

A particularly · faJlacious type of reason­
ing- is the mere counting of the references 
to faith in the Gospels a.nd Acts, and tri­
umphantly comparing these with the fewer 

· references to baptism. Such a method is 
nctoriously weak, and the result inconclus­
ive, for texts and passages must be weighed, 
the circumstances and context duly con-· 
sidered. It is well to remember, however, · 
that the word baptism in its various forms 
occurs more than 80 times in the N.T. If 
numbers counted; clien why do not "faith 
only" theorists keep the sabbath instead of 
the Lord's day ? The fa.ct is that the occa­
sion associated with the utterance of Acts 
2: 38, and the circumstances involved in the 
incident of Acts 20: 7, gives them a sig11i­
ficance outweig-hing- the cavil. that texts of 
that type are relatively few. 

Christ has g-iven us but one commission 
(Matt. 28: 18-20; Mark 16: 15, 16), in 
which there "is nothing temporary, local, or 
national, baptism being as permanent and 
universal in applicatiron as preaching itself. 
We have but one g-ospel committed into our 
hands (Rom. 1: 16), and it is but fantastic 
theory to speak of -mor.e than one, e.g., "the 
gospel of . the kingdom'" and "the gospel of · 

-_ g-race," a Pentecostal gospel for the Jew 
and a la.ter g,ospel for the Gentile. There 
were different aspects of truth in the same 
g-ospel. Peter learnt the lesson that God is 

.no respecter of sinners ( Acts IO), the' germ 
of _that revelation being in Acts 2 : 39, in 
whwh the same promises prefaced by the 
same conditions that were declared to the 
.Tews were also enunciated "to all that are 

· the sacred page to buttress these up should 
not·be the Christian's method (2 Cor. 2: 17; 
4: 2). · Our minds must not be made up ere 
we search the Scriptures. We must be pre­
pared to drop errors, modify our views, 
and accept discovered truth. Candor and 
the awareness of ignorance and fallibility 
will help much in the approach,ro truth. All 

"Faith is the act of trust by which one be­
ing-, a sinner, commits himself to another 
Being, a Saviour" (Horace Bushnell). "To · afar off" (the Gentiles, Ephes. 2: 13, 17) , 

r texts on the subject .must be collated, and 
· the result deduced therefrom. Our con­
clusion is · wrong if but one text with its 

' straightforward and obvious meaning con­
tra.diets it. ' Let our judgment b~ in har­
mony with all facts and the whole of Scrip­
ture. Texts are only too often eliminated 
or their force evaded by misinterpretation 
in order to justify a foregone conclusion, · 
while certain stock-in-trade texts are "cited 
with disproportionate vehemence. · No set 
of texts must be so emphasised and fre­
quently quoted as to 'lead to the ignoring or 
belittling of equally important but unpalat­
able truths. 

Now faith and obedience are not mutually 
exclusive, ·as is seen by a comparison of t~e 
following- passages, John 3: 36 and margm 
(R.V.) the terms "obeyeth''. (text) and 
"bel/ev~th" (margin) .evidently ·being re­
'g-arded by the rev,is~rs as practicaJly synony-

·Prayer 
"God is 'love, and he that abideth in love 

abideth in God, and God abideth in him." 
0 

God is love. ' That is -the ·one supreme 
piece of g-ood news which every New Tes­
tament .writer is, in his ·different ·manner, 
concerned to publish to the world. Of Chris­
tian history as a whole the same thing is 
true. What is it that lies behind, and gives 
unity to, all the confusing varieties of theo­
logical system, if not the joyful Christian 

' persuasion that the heart of the Eternal has 
been manifested in Jesus Christ · as a heart 
of love? 

. 0 
' Teach me thy love to know; 

That this new light which now I &te, 
May both the work and work.man show: 

Then by a sunbeam I will climb to thee. 
-Georgo Herbert. 

Corner. 'I 

0 Lord, help us by prayer to h~id thee 
fast, and by love to cleave steadfastl7. unto 
thee, our ever-present aid. We entreat thee, 
when thy providences are dark to our eyes, 
strengthen our faith; and whatever portion 
t/lr~ allottest to us, give us gra.ce to say,_ 
It 1s enough. Amen.-Christina G. Rossetti .. _ 

0 

,0 God, we have known and belfeved the 
love !hat_ thou hast for us.- May we:, ~y · 
dwellmg- 111 love, dwell in thee, and thou m 
us. Teach us, 0 heavenly Father, the love 
wherewith thou hast loved us; fashion us, 
0 blessed Lord, after thine own example of 
love; shed abroad, O, thou Holy Spirit of 
Love, the love of God and man in our hearts. 
-Selected. 
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Born of Water and the Spirit. 
An Exegesis of John 3: 3-8. 

Few problems of New Testament exegesis 
offer greater difficulties than the one pre­
sented in the conversation between Jesus 
and Nicodemus on the theme: ' 'The King­
dom of God." 

Since J esus was trying to enlighten a 
Jewish rabbi as to the principles and charac­
teristics of his kingdom, it would seem im­
probable that Nicodemus found the same 
obscurity in the passage that theologians 
have puzzled over in later times. We may 
therefore conclude that whatever difficulties 
we encounter are due either ro an incorrect 
translation or to an unwarranted interpre­
tation, or both. Jesus certainly made him­
self clear to Nicodemus. Our problem, then, 
is to get the true setting of the interview, 
and proceed from that to our exegesis. 

The matter of translation. 

The first factor to be examined is that of 
translation. The difficulty centres in verse 
8, where Jesus says, "The wind bloweth 
where it will, and thou hearest the voice 
thereof, but knoweth not whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit." Is "wind" the correct 
translation of the Greek word pneuma in this 
instance? Four t imes in his conversation 

Jesus uses pnr.imia, and the translators use 
the word "spirit" in three of them, but for 
some strange reason use the word "wind'' 
in the fourth. Is it likely Jesus would make 
a play on words when enl ightening a seeker 
after knowledge ..on so important a subject 
as his kingdom ? Would he not rather use 
wor-ds whose meaning was incapable of 

double~significance? 

It is true that the primary meaning of 
the word /menma is "wind" or "breath." 
But the vital relation between breathing and 

li fe makes it a fitting term to be used for 
the invisible spirit in the body, whose pre­
sence gives it life. It is therefore the Greek 
word for "spirit."· It is etymologically cor­
rect to translate . by either "wind" or 

"spirit." T he context must suggest the pro­

per word. 
The Greeks had another word for 

"wind" ( anemos). It is used twenty-seven 
times in t>he New Testament. It never means 
" spirit." Had Jesus been referring to a 
gust of spring wind rushing through the 
J erusalem street, as most commentators in­
fer. he would doubtless have used anemos 

at the beginning of his sentence and pneuma 

at the end. He did not, but used pnemna 

both times. He probably had the same 
meaning in mind in both cases. 

Here is another interesting fact. The word 
fmcmna occurs 272 times in the New Tes­
tament. There are also twenty-eight de­

rivative forms of the same root. In 299 
out of t>hese ~oo instapces, th~ translation is 
"spirit." T he only place m the sacred 
writings where it is translated "wind" is 

in the first part of this eighth verse. The 
King James', English and American Revi­
sions, and most modern versions, use the 
word "wind." Wycliffe, the Catholic Doua,y 
Version, the Living Oracles, and perljaps 
a few others use "spirit." T he Vulgate 
uses "spirit" (Spiritns ubi vult spiral). All 
modern versions give "The Spirit breathes" 
as a marginal rendering, offered instead of 
"the wind bloweth." Those favoring 
"spirit" instead of "wind" make up a rather 
imposing company, notwithstanding the fact 
that most versions since r6r r have fo.Jlowed 
the Authorised Version. The reason is 
doubtless theological rather than ety­
mological. 

All who prefer the commonly accepted 
rendering find a similitude in the wind, fit­
ful and capricious, likely ~o blow at any 
time from any quarter, then rush on in any 
direction : and the arbitrary and mysterious 
work of the Spirit in producing conversion. 
They overlook the plainest fact. Jesus was 
not comparing the uncertain gusts of wind 
with the method of the Spirit. It was a com­
parison of what the Spirit and Spirit-born 
man do. "The Spirit breathes" where he 
will; "so does the man born of the Spirit." 
If the Spirit ihimself rises above fleshly dis­
tinctions, so will the Spirit-born child. 

Another objection to the prevalent ren­
dering-. It makes a statement contrary to 
fact in saying "The wind bloweth where it 
will ." The wind has no will. Its currents 
are not self-determined. Nothing has less 
"will" than the wind. The "Spirit," how­
ever, does will. ' I f we find the sentence, 
"The Spirit breathes [lives) where he 
pleases," yielding to a rational interpreta­
tion, it would seem proper to so translate. 

The historical setting. 

The second factor in the problem is one 
involving the historical setting of the con­
versation., Rabbi Nicodemus, a teacher of 
the "Kingdom of God," sought a night in­

terview with Rabbi Jesus, who had been 
challenging the current rabbinic teaching 
on that theme so vital to every Jew : "The 
Messianic Kingdom." He was favorably 
inclined toward the new Teacher, for he 
knew of his "mighty works" and accepted 
them as credentials of divine authority. His 
own teaching had differed from that of 
J esus, and he desired to talk the subject 
th rough without interruption. T•o• him the 
''Kingdom of God" was a coming social and 

political state, whose citizens would be of 
the seed of Abraham, ruled by 0ne of 
Davidic descent. Citizenship rights and 
privileges in it would be hereditary, belong- • 
ing- to all_ who were "born of the seed of 
Abraham." Jesus had been preaching a 
"kingdom at · hand" which ignored racial 

lines, predicting that "many would come 

from ~he north, south, east and west, and ;it 
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down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in 
the kingdom of God." Nicodemus was 
puzzled. Sensing what Nicodemus wanted 
to know, Jesus, without preliminaries, be­
gan his enlightening discourse. Para­
phrased, it would run something like this : 

"Nicodemus, yoit must be born anew, 

born from above, regardless of your descent 
from Abraham. You must be born of 
water and of the Spirit before you can see 
(have a true vision of ) the kingdom of god. 
His king-dom is not entered by fleshly birth, 
for 'that which is born of the flesh is flesh.' 
Family relationships and connections are 
entered by a na,tural birth ; but blood or 
race has nothing to do with your relati•on­
ship to the kingdom of God. That is a 
spiritual kingdom-not of this world- and 
can be seen (understood) and entered only 
·by a spiritual birth. Only Spirit-born folk 
are in the kingdom of God. 'The Spirit 
breathes for lives l where he wills,' and he 
in whom he thus breathes (lives) has in 
him the 'breath' of spiritual life. Racial 
origins and inheritances are ignored-by the 
Spirit. He has no blood favorites. But he 
does insist upon all who would enter his 
kingdom being born of water and the Spirit. 
'You hear [•obey) the Spirit's voice [ a voice 
of authority) but can not tell whence he 
comes or whither he goes.' Whence he 
came, or whither he goes, is not important 
to you if you but 'hear ' his voice. You need 
not concern yourself about ,what he will or 
will not do for others. But you, and every 
one else who will, to become citizens of his 
king-dom, must 'hear his voice.' 

"Likewise, 'so is it with every one who 
has been born of the Spirit.' ~he Spirit 
breathes (lives) in him. That is known by 
the fact of the Spirit's 'breathing' (living) 
in him, as revealed in his words and deeds. 
Neither does the Spirit-born man raise ques­
tions as to whence you came according to 
the flesh, nor whither you go according to 
·the flesh. He is quite content to find you, 
together with himself, a citizen of God's 
king-dom. Earthly origins are unimpor­
tant. They are governed by the laws of 
fleshly generation. But all in whom the 
Spirit breathes ( lives) must have been 
✓Spiritually generated. , Such only constitute 
the kingdom of God. Nicodemus, God so 
loved the world (not Abraham's seed only) 
that he ga,ve his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life."- W. R. 
Walker in American "Christian Standa~d." 

"ONESIPHORUS." 

" He oft refreshed me and was not ashamed of 

my chain.u 

"Onesiphorus left a few 
Real blood relations. One or two 
Live in our town until thfs clay ; 
We hope they'll never move .away I 

. . 
Oh, t hey re-kindle smouldering fires, 
Hevive faint hearts, fan old desires : 
They're not ashamed of any chain; • 
They lure souls to the light again, 
Quick to perceive and help disaster, 
The servant is so like his Master." 

- Fay Inchfawn. 
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The Union Plea ·of Churches of Christ. 
H. G. Norris. 

The . subject is a vital one. Christians the 
world over are seeking the union of the whole 
of Christendom. Churches of Christ have a de­
finite contribution to make to the Christian 
world on this vital subject. A statement of the 
fl_llldamentals of our union .plea is therefore given with pleasure. 
· The church to-day· presents a picture very 

different from the church which Jesus built. 
That church was a united church, and as such 
she sent the gospel into many lands but alas 
in spite of the zeal of the apostles, there bega~ 
~ movement away from unity. This had begun m the days of Paul, as is revealed by the readi­
ness of the Corinthians to follow the teachings 
of men , even to calling themselves by their 
names. The church was kept comparatively 
pure, however, until the days of Constantine. 
When Christianity was accepted by the Caesars 

Union Is necessary because a divided church 
cannot evangelise the world. This Is Illustrated 
by the history of the church In the days fol­
lowing the reformation. Protestantism was 
sweeping over Europe until the reformers began 
to fight each other over doctrinal differences. 
Then it was that a united Rome was able to 
check the advance of a divided Protestantism. 
It Is a tragic fact that from that day Protestant­
Ism has made very little effect on Roman coun­
tries. Have we far to look for the cause? . No. 
Christians still worship in their ttlfferent moun­
tains, and such worship only serves to bewilder 
men. Union Is necessary If men are to be 
sought and won for Christ. 

as a state religion, purity was lost. Force took 
the place of love, and the dark ages were 
ushered in. The Bible was almost unknown. 
The opinions of men were exalted and accepted as church standards. 
· Martin Luther and others tried valiantly to 

purify the church; but the divisions of Protes­
tantism militated against success. · The truth 
which Jesus gave his church was one seamless 
like the robe he wore, yet men still seek to divide it. 

Yet, in spite of the divisions of Christendom 
to-day, the position is very different from that 
which existed at the close of the eighteenth 
century. Then, div!s!on -was regarded as inevit­
able. Now, all denominations long for union. 
The student of history notices this change of attitude·, and seeks the reason for the change. 
' In the year 1809, Thomas Campbell wrote the 

"Declaration and Address." This document pleaded for unity among Christians, as is shown 
by the first proposition, which i& that the 
church of Christ on earth is essentially, inten­
tionally and constitutionally one. "It must neces­
sarily exist in particular places and distinct 
societies, yet there ought to be no schism, no 
uncharitable div!s!ons · among them. All should 
walk by the same rule, and mind the same 
thing, and be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and .in the same judgment." Christ 
in his intercessory prayer had asked four times 
that his followers might be· one; Paul had 
taught that there is one body, one Spirit, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all. With this realisation Thomas and 
Alexander Campbell, together with Barton W. 
Stone and others, began the greatest movement 
in, Protestantlsm to restore- the united church , 
of the New Testament. No competent church 
historian of the future will fall to recognise 
the !nfiuence of these men upon the Christian 
world. The union plea of the churches of , Christ which was caught from these · men may 
be considered under three headings for the 
purpose of clar!ty. · ' · · 

The Necesatt11 o/ Union • . 
Juus gave a united church the task of world­

wide evangelism. · Two Uiousand years have 
passed away, and still there. are places which 
have never been rea.ched by the gospel. Souls 
bound by sin CTJ out for the liberty which only Christ can give. A torn and bleeding world 
cries out for the comfort of the gospel, but 
divisions hamper the church. . TM conversion 
of the world to Christ is a mighty task for a 
united church, but an impossible task for a 
divided Christendom. A heathen world is the 

· price we are paying for division. What a 
cha.llge would come if Christians were onel "No, 
thing 1s essential to the conversion of the world 
but the union and co-operation of Obr!stlan8," 

Because of economic reasons union is a neces­
sity. Division creates waste of effort. Many de­
nominations exist In a small town, each strugg­
ling to support a m!n!ster and uphold the glory 
of the denomination. With union, several of 
these m!n!sters could be used to take the gos­
pel where it is not known. Money now being 
wasted at home could be used to extend his kingdom. It is only by magnifying non-essen­
tials that divisions exist. The day will come 
when some bold hand will write across the 
door of every sectarian church which rejoices 
In party shibboleths, "Ichabod." 

Above all, the call to union is the call of 
Christ. It is plainly evident from the prayer 
of Jesus in John 17 that Christians should be 
united. In verses 20, 21 we read: "Neither pray 
I for these alone, but for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word; that they 
all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and 
I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that 
the world may believe that thou hast sent me." 
The call to union is the call of Christ. 

The church Is a divine institution and must 
therefore contain the elements of unity. Order, 
harmony and unity are in all God's handiwork. 
Look at the clear sky at midnight or the per­
fumed heart of a flower! Everywhere in nature 
there is unity. Discord is caused through the 
presence of some foreign element. So With the 
church. She is divine in origin. Divisions exist 
because of the presence of error. Christ would 
break down the barriers which separate men, but• sectarianism raises barriers and defeats 
the purpose of Christ. Union is necessary if the 
church is to reveal the Spirit of Christ. 

Secondly, we would stress 
The Cultivation of the Spirit of Unity. 

The majority of Christians are beginning· 
to realise the necessity of union, but when they 
begin to discuss· the nature and basis of that 
union differences of opinion arise. Denomina­
tions do not desire to surrender ·the glory of 
their traditions. I feel that before Christians 
can dlsi:uss the basis of union they must cul­
tivate a spirit of unity. When this is done, 
members of all denominations will be ready to 
surrender all that hinders the union of the people of God. · 

There Is a place In our plea for this factor. 
The aim of 9ur early brethren was by no means 
narrow or exclusive. Some have misunderstood. 
our plea as merely a plea for the Immersion of 
believers, but churches of Christ do not exalt 
unduly matters of doctrine, commandments and 
ordinances. Our plea, correctly stated, places emphasis on the cultivation of a spirit of unity. 
The emphasis of the plea is not on doctrine but 
·on the cultivation of the Christian graces ot 
-faith and hope, but, above all, the major pas­
sion of love. Without this passion of love, which 
Paul has shown to be the greatest thing in the 
world, all other graces are worthless. True, 
our early brethren were sometimes forced Into 
debates on ~tters of doctrine. They did so 
In the lnteres~ of truth. They were follCed to 
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f d the truth by the condition of the Chris­
f1~~n world. But, be it clear, we do not expect 

al unity to come through debates; rather we 
~~ace the emphasis on the duty of Christian 
10
;~ believe that there is good in every de. 

nomination. Members of churches of Christ 
do not ignore members of any communions, for know that universal brotherhood and gOQd. :11 cannot come by shunning each other. We 
accept with grateful joy the contributions of 
translators, hymn-writers, scholars, preachers • 
and missionaries, of all den~mlnations, and &Ilk · 
for a like spirit from all believers. Without the 
spirit ·of brotherhood-the spirit of Christ­
uniori can never come. Without his spirit the 
members of denominations are like men stand­
Ing in a fog; others whom they see in the dis­
tance (the members of other denominations) 
are enveloped in fog, whilst around the observer 
the air seems clear to himself. One who is able 
to climb a mountain sees that all are In the 
fog. so men in the religious world, clinging to 
their traditions, observe the faults of others, 
whilst they cannot see their own . . Cultivating 
the spirit of Christ men climb the mountain 
of truth. Did not Jesus say, "I am the truth"? 
Oh that all men would learn of him, then they 

. wmtld climb the mountain of truth, towering, 
like Everest, above the opinions of men, then 
they would see that all must ·climb •out of the 
fog of their own opinions and traditions Into 
the clarity of the truth as it is In Jesus. Dr. 
James Cooper says: "Unity will . come through 
the truth-the truth as it is In Jesus, stated, ap. 
prehended, grasped with intense realisation of 
the duties it imposes." The Christ of the cross 
accepted In the heart leaves no -place for the 
exaltation of human opinions. Let ChristiaIJS 
get near to Christ and they will be nearer each 
other. John Wesley grasped this when he wrote, 
"Would to God that all party names and un­
scriptural phrases and forms, which have dividecJ 
the Christian world, were forgot, and that we 
might all agree to sit down together, as humble, 
loving disciples, at the feet of our common­
Master, to hear his word, to imbibe his Spirit, 
and to transcribe his life in our own!" 

Churches of Christ have been largely respons­
ible for the growth in the desire for Christian 
Union, but In the Christian world there is still · a variance of opinion regarding the naturif of 
that union. This will be readily noticed from 
the varying phrases which are used ainong dif­
ferent bodies. Four phrases are In common use 
-church unity, church union, .Christian union 
and Christian unity. Churches of Christ do 
not use the' phrases church union, or church 
unity, because, as the phrases suggest, the Ideal 
of these is merely an amalgamation of different 
churches. Even if this did occur it would not 
accomplish the spiritual unity of the. Individual 
members. As we read the intercessory prayer 
of Jesus we realise that he prayed for more 
than church union· or unity. He prayed for 
the Individual members that they might be 
united in one spirit. F9r'what then.do churches 
of Christ plead-for Christian union or Chris­
tian unity? We answer, Both. We plead for 
the visible union of all believers, for there Is 
only "one body." But a v!s!ble union Is useless 
without harmony among the members. The 
"one body" must be united by "one Spirit." 
Clearly the only abiding union of God's people 
Is the union which is brought about by the spiritual unity of all believers on all things 
~hat are essential. -Dr. Richardson well says: 
Visible union is never to be mistaken for that 

spiritual Unity which by the tie of a common 
birth from above, a heavenly parentage, a com­
mon nature, necessarily establishes a oneness 
which, while It exists · quite independently ~ 
external or visible union, nevertheless fails no, to secure this, whenever intervening obstades are removed and natw:,J attractions and' af• 
flnit!es are perinltted to exert their powers." 

(Continued on page 31.) • ' · 
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Aa Indian Outpost. 
my bed on a string bedstead, and Paulus slept 
on a bed not far from me. Without a word 
from me, he took off the loud bells from the 

necks ~o~fit~h~e~f~our~:';:b:uff::a:lo:e:s~tl~e~d~u~pfwl::_:thi=:n:;.__.:a::..----
G. Percy ,Pittman. few feet of 

I sho 1
•• 

Sixty miles of narrow twisting roads through 
beautiful jungle and cultivated patches green· 
from the monsoon, and we reached our outpost 

hard a number of times to get the other foot f ,, 
In but failed. It kept Its eyes fixed on Paulus. he young Pioneers. 
At last In great wrath It turned away and dis-
app·eared. The villagers recognised his descrlp- especially Is It desired that the introduction of 
tlon of It as a notorious and very dangerous a new "pioneer" shall be made a great public 
bhoot. occasion. If a "grip" or whistle is used it is on 

When a born Christian like Paulus, well-edu- the understanding that Its use Is t.o set forth an 
cated, English speaking, knowing the Scriptures, I ideal and is not for public use. 
and' a consecrated preacher, believes whole-/' 
heartedly In demons; Is It to be wondered at Names and Symbols. 

· ~t Chandwa.- A huge wild boar charged wildly 
m front of our radiator across the road, missing 
us by half a second, and a brown bear ambled 
off at one place through the undergrowth, but 
we met with no other Incidents. I was dropped 
at the police station, where the daroga or sub­
inspector is an Indian Christian and very 
friendly. Leaving my bedding In his charge I 

_ took my handbag and trudged a mile across the 
fields, · asking my way of country yokels here 
and there, and reached the mud cottage half­
buried in tall maize and papaya trees. A dog 

. barked savagely at me, so I called out "Koi hai" 
(anyone there) and Paulus Bhengra's daughter 
came out and ran towards me all smiles. She 
seized my bag and led me to her mother, and 
although this was a surprise visit, I was made 
welcome with quiet self-possessed dignity. 

that Illiterate villagers live In constant dread of Each group Is to wear the name of an Aus-
. them? Whatever may be one's personal oplnlon1 trallan explorer or pioneer. I t Is requested that 
It would be fatuous to argue the matter. Devils Australian birds, animals, boomerangs, spears, 
must be accepted here as real, and teachin@ flowers, be employed for symbols, room decora­
must emphasise the power of the Name to de; tlons, and for purposes of ritual and ceremonial. 
liver from all fears. 1 The Sunday School teacher or adult in charge 

It is the custom among these aboriginal tribes 
to wash the feet of visitors, but as I had my 
shoes on the girl washed my hands by pouring 
water over them, and dusted my shoes. Paulus 
soon emerged from the crops,- clad only In a 
pair of old home-niade shorts, his sagacious eyes 
twinkling with pleasure, but he slipped inside 
the hut and reappeared In clean shirt and dhoti. 
I asked him to show me over his twenty acres, 
and we walked over ploughed fields, through 
crops, and along the edge of the jungle. On 
the horizon all round were jungle-covered hills, 

- dense and dark-green. A little stream which 
- never dries up. rushed down a nullah, and as 

Paulus said it' had no name I christened it the 
Bhengra river on the spot. He told me how 
he met a tiger not long ago, as he was leading 
his pony along a stony gorge. He did not feel 
afraid, and after the tiger and he had stared 
at each other for some time, he addressed 
stripes -as follows: _ 

"We are going along this road to preach the 
g_Q_spel of the Lord Jesus, so you just go off 
aside. Into the jungle yonder!" 

And •stripes, without a snarl, meekly obeyed. 
Paulus mounted his trembling steed, which left 
the scene at a quicker pace than it had ever 
travelled before. The tiger was shot next day 
by a relative of _ the Raja, and it measured 

-· thirteen feet to the end of 'Its tall. -

In the village street, Paulus Insisted on buy1 shall be known-as the "leaders." Each "camp" 
Ing some of the best rice and dal, a little clea~ will have Its boy "chief," "deputy chief," "tally" 
sugar, some of the better quality flour and som. (secretary) , "cashier" (treasurer) . 
goat flesh for my evening meal. I wished t, 
pay, but he would not hear of It. 

After ·the meal and hand-washing, he brought . 
out the Hindi Bible and hymn book, placed 
them before me, and asked me to give them 
some Instruction. He and his wife and daugh­
ter sat on a grass mat, but I was given one of 
their two chairs. I spoke a few words on the 
"Sunny Mount" of Hebrews twelve, and the In­
numerable company of angels and the spirits 
of just men made perfect seemed t.o be not far 

_ from us in that lonely spot. 
I fixed my mosquit.o net to the poles that 

held up the tiles of _the v~randah, and made 

Acknowledgments. 
We are Indebted to many organisations and 

programmes In various parts of the world In 
the preparation of the "Young Pioneers." Or­
ganisations of a similar character have been at 
spett f'Ris~nsu6stinCe illl 4rlOto~0 u~g:..iancr-he 
-and his sons are drunkards. I hear. his king­
dom, which is hopelessly In dllbt, may soon be 
taken over by government. A little Christianity 
would have saved · the Raja and- his -family. 

. There is no spiritual power In -the Hindu re­
ligion, in spite of certain theoretical excellences. 

(Continued on page 31.) 

At the Lord's -Table. 
T. H . Scambler, B.A:, Dip. Ed. 

/ 

WE WOULD SEE JESUS. -
John 12: 21. 

The words were those of certain Greeks 
who came with the throng of Jews to 
worship at the passover feast. The know­
ledge of Jesus and his helpful ministry 
had extended beyond the bounds of Pales­
tine, and had awakened Interest and en­
quiry In hearts other than those of his 
own people. The request thrilled our 

· Lord with sudden joy. He saw in the 
coming of these men from afar the first­

. ~rults of that innumerable company from 
many ··oys-m- one--=nq,. -:-~ ·-!es and 

_we, too, would see Jesus. · H!! w~o died 
is alive for ever more. - We believe that he 
died. and rose again. We may now kno~ 
him in the intimate experience of- com-
munion. · ' 

- "Lord Jesus, -make thyself to me . .• . , . 
- A living bright reality; 

More present to faith's vision keen­
Than any outward object seen; 

. .. More dear,. more Intimately nigh 
. Than e'en

1 
the sweetest earthly tie." 

. Paulus was rather disgusted with me for hav­
ing brought my lunch, but in the afternoon I 
had tea with him, _ exceedingly weak, half milk, 
and the other half sugar if I had not Interposed 
just in time. The chappatt!es were indigestible 
and gr#asY, but satisfying. We toured round 
the villages t\ll sunset, then returned to his hut. 
· He is the most spiritually minded Indian 
Christian I have ever known, and yet he firmly 

) Badges. -
- Activity, organised and purposeful, forms the 

basis of the programme of the "Young Pioneers." 
Thus the whole of the activities of the boys on 
Sunday afternoons and on week-nights may be 
made t.o contribute towards definite develop- ' 
ment of their four-sided life, for which acknow-. 

ThUs, ·while we partake of these sym- , 
bols before us In remembrance, olir ·com~ " 
munloii together would lack much if · it -' · 
were not also communion with "him; ·our 
living and glorified Redeemer. While the 
emblems turn our thoughts to the .work · . believes he-has seen a bhoot or demon-ghost on 

at least two occasions in this district. -The first ., 
apparition was about four and a half feet high, ./ 
and it-had the face of a man in front and a I/ 
woman at the back. Although It had only two/ 
legs, each leg had two feet, one large like a 
man's, one small like a woman's, and Its body 
was covered with hair. It_ looked fixedly at 
Paulus for some time, but . said_ nothing. He' 
·then t.old it that he had taken up this land In · 
the name of the Lord Jesus for Christian pur, 
poses, and no bhoot had any ·right t.o be there, 
ori hearing this It disappeared, The villager~ 
recognised It by his description, and said tha( 
It often appears t.o them, and the:( are mucf. 
afraid of It. _ · 

On another occasion he was preaching In a 
village and went Inside a shrine devoted to 
devils. ' After a time a huge demon appeared, 
very fair, with masses of beautiful blonde hair. 
It put one foot. across the threshold and tried 

ledgments and encouragements are Issued In 
the form of badges. "Badge work alms to de- 1 

velop a type of boy who knows the how of 
things. It creates Interests at a time when 
Interests are being rooted and grounded for 
life." 
Ceremonial. . ·, 

Rituals and ceremonies for the Initiation of 
-~i. ""a!'"lwcomiidsn~"trt6'"!.dlllf"pfil'ii'3$e'"o1 '1:loo. · 

"For this cause came I unto this hour. 
. Father, glorify thy name." And In the 

assurance of his Father he went unfalter­
ingly on to betrayal and death. 

-of redemption accomplished by Christ in 
the days ' of his flesh, they also signify to 
ua our reception of those life-giving In• 
fluences which come t.o us through the 
presence of the Christ who lives In inen. · 
While we appreciate the wonder of · re- · , 
demptlon In the. finished work of Christ, · 
may we know the living presence of him - _ 
who abides with his people till the end -
of the age. 
"We would see Jesus-the gr~at Rock_;_ 

foundation, 
Whereon Olll"- feet were se~ , With 

sovereign grace; · 
Not life, nor death, ·with all their _ · 

agitation, _ · · ,. 
Can thence remove us, If we see his 

face." 
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Circle. I 
The . s_ubject is a vital one. Christia' d hy / . C. F. PITTMAN.· •••••------~--• __ ,,. __ ,. 

world over are seeking the union of the who! 
of Christendom. Churches of Christ have a de- occupant of the green chair. Michael Henry 
finite contribution to make to the Christian was the spirit of their home, an Ideal of which 

world on this vital subject. A statement of the the empty chair was a constant reminder.'' 
fundamentals of our union plea Is therefore When a conversation threatened to become 
given with pleasure. too heated, it was always Michael Henry whose 

· The church to-day presents a picture very ears must . not be offended by harsh and angry 
different from the church which Jesus built. tones; It was Michael Henry who had begged 
That church was a united church, and as such \ that a culprit might be forgiven Just this once; 
she sent the gospel into many lands, but alas, it was Michael Henry who was always suggest-

in spite of the zeal of the apostles, there began Ing little acts of courtesy and kindness. 
a movement away from unity. This had begun \ "I like to think of Michael Henry," the school­
In the days of Paul, as Is revealed by the read!- 1 master would say. "His food ls good tlioughts 
ness of- the Corinthians to follow the teachings s and his wine Is laughter. I had a long talk 
of men , even to call1ng themselves by their with Michael Henry last night when you were 

names. The church was kept comparatively s all abed. His face was a chunk of merriment. 
pure, however, until the days of Constantine. nOh, what a limb he Is! I wish I could tell you 

When Christianity was accepted by the Caesars urn the good things he said I" 
as a state religion, purity was lost. Force took o But he couldn't; and we all know why. 
the place of love, and the dark ages were ti There was no Michael Henry! And yet 
ushered in. The Bible was almost unknown. pMlchael Henry-the occupant of the green 
The opinions of men were exalted and accepted v chair-pervaded like a perfume and ruled like 
as church standards. ~ a prince the gentle schoolmaster's delightful 

· Martin Luther and others tried valiantly to t home!-F. W. Boreham. 
purify the church; but the divisions of Protes- L 

.... THE GREEN CHAIR. ~~ - · --·~ BAD COMPANY. 

The green chll,lr was never occupied. It stood Polly, the parrot In a farmer"s home, was the 
-according to Irving Bacheller-ln the home Joy of the children. He was taught to use many 
of Michael Hacket; and Michael Hacket Is the expressions. Among those that he learned to 
most lovable schoolmaster In American lltera- say was, "Bad company." A good deal of free­
ture. Michael Hacket possessed a violin· and a dom was granted to the parrot, and he was often 
microscope. The romps that he led with the allowed to fly around the rooms of the big farm­

one and the researches that he conducted with house. · 
the other represented the two sides of his char- One day, however, unobserved, the parrot flew 
acter; for he was the jolliest soul In all that away from the house, and found his way to a 
countryside and the wisest. But, In addition to flock of crows which were tearing up the farm­
the violin and the microscope. Michael Racket er's newly planted com. Seeing the crows, the 
possessed a green chair; and the green chair farmer reached for his shotgun and fired at 

was even more valuable as a revelation of the them. When he went down to see how many 
schoolmaster's character than either the micro- of the birds had been killed, he found the 
scope or the violin. Barton Baynes, the hero family parrot with a broken wing. Natura.lly 
of the story, went as a boarder to Mr. Racket's he was greatly surprised, as he had no Idea 
school; and the green chair deeply Impressed that the parrot was out of the house. . 
him. When the family !'S5embled at table, the A tearful company of ,children gathered 

. green chair, always empty, was always there. around the wounded parrot when the farmer 

Before he took his own seat, Mr. Hacket put brought It back. One of the girls took It In 

his hand on the back of the green chair and her arms, petted It, and asked, "What happened 
. exclaimed: . to Polly?" The members of the family were 

"A merry heart to you, Michael Henry!" - surprised, and also amused, when the parrot 

· It was a rollicking meal, that first meal at answered, "Bad company, bad company." The 
which Barton was present; the schoolmaster bird had spoken the truth. Had he not been 

was. full of quips and jests; and his clever with the crows he would not have been shot. · 
sallies kept everybody bubbling with laughter. A striking translation ls given by Prof. James 
Then, when all had finished,'-he rose and took Moffa~t of a familiar passage. It reads, "Make 

the green chair from the table, exclaiming: no mJStake about this : 1 'Bad company is the 
"Michael Henry, God bless you!" ruin of good character'" (1 Cor. 15: 33) .-

"I wondered at the meaning of this," says "Young Peo 6.~e to surrender ihe glory of 

Barton·, "but I dared not ask.'' Shortly after- e traditions. I feel that before Christians 

wards, however, he summoned up courage to can disi:uss the basis of union they must cul­

do so. Mr. Racket had gone out. ' tlvate a spirit of unity. When this Is done, 
"I've been all day 1n the study," the school- members of all denominations wlli be ready to 

master said; "I must take a walk or I shall surrender all that hinders the union of the 

get an exalted abdomen, One Is badly beaten people of God. 
In the race o! life when his abdomen gets ahead I There Is a place In our plea for this factor 

of his toes. Children, keep B~n happy tlli The aim of 9ur early brethren was by no mean; 
I come back, and mind you, don t forget the narrow or exclusive. Some have misunderstood 

good fellow In the green chair!" our plea as merely a plea for the Immersion of· 
He had not been long gone when the chi!- believers, but churches of Christ do not exalt 

dren differed a.s to the game that they should unduly matters o! doctrine, commandments and 

play. A dispu~ was threatening. ordinances. Our plea, correctly stated places 

"Don't forget Michael_ Henry!" · said Mrs. emphasis on the cultivation of a spirit ~f unity 

Hacket, reprovingly. The emphasis of the plea Is not on doctrine but 

"Who Is Michael Henry?" asked Barton. on the cultivation of the Christian graces ot 
"Sure," replied Mrs. Racket, "he's the child ·• •· --· ~-·t _,.____._. . ...... - •·- ')."" 

'that has never been born. He was to be the "THE LONGEST WAY ROUND-" 

biggest and noblest of them all-kind and help- A tourist stopped his car on the road and 

ful and cheery-hearted and beloved o! God asked a little country boy .how far It was to 

above all the others. We try to live up to him.'' Bunkvllle. The little boy replied, "It's 24 996 
"He seemed to me," says Barton, "a very miles the way you're goln', but if you· t~ 

strange and wonderful creature-this invisible 'round, It ain't but four." 
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The Family Altar. 
J .C.F.P. 

Monday. 
Lead me In thy truth, and teach me; for thou 

rt the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait 
_ : 11 the day.-Psalm 25: 5 . 

The wisest of men need to be taught of GO<! 
for human Intelligence _cann~t of Itself discove; 
saving truth. our mail\. desire ~hould be, not 
to• fill the mind with worldly wisdom, but to 
discover the way of salvation and the -will of 

God. -
Reading-Psalm 25. 

Tuesday. 
sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire· 

mine ears hast thou opened; burnt offering anci 
sin offering hast thou not required.-Psalm 

40: 6. 
The apostle quotes this and the two succeed­

Ing verses (Heb. 10: 5-9) , applying them to the 
great redemption wrought lor us by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who, because of the Inadequacy 
of legal sacrifices, voluntarily offered himself a 
sacrifice, once for all, for the sins of the world. 

Reading-Psalm 40: 1-11. 
Wedneoday. 

Knowing that ye were redeemed, not with 
corruptible things, with silver or gold, !rom 
your vain manner of life handed down from 
your fathers.-1 Peter 1: 18. 

Neither the cumbersome ceremonies of the 
Jewish Jaw or silver and gold, "the most valu­
able medium of · commerce among men," can 
purchase redeJl!ptlon. If this were possible, 
God's greatest gift of his Son would not have 
been required. 

Reading-I Peter 1. 
Thursday. , . . 

For the law was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ.--J'ohn 
1: 17. 1 • . ." 

The old Jewish economy had Its day, and was 
superceded by a new and better dispensation. 
The former consisted of burdensome rites and 
law; the latter ls full of grace and truth. Apart 
from Jesus Christ men can find neither grace 
sufficient or saving truth. 

Read!ng--J'ohn 1: 1-17 . ...... -
Friday. r' 

For the kingdom of God Is not eating and 
drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy 
1n the Holy Splrit.-Rom. 14: 17. , 

A righteous man ls, not concerned with mere 
ceremonies of religion or outward forms, but, on 
·the other hand, has before him as his chief op,­
jectlve the cultivation of righteousness, a peace­
ful disposition and personal happiness pro- ' 
duced by the Spirit of God. 

Reading-Romans 14: 1-17. 
Saturday. ,,.,i,;.J 

Wherefore if any man ls 1n Christ, he Is a 
new creature; the old things are passed away; 
behold, they are become new.-2 Cor. 5: 17. 

Such is the wondrous change wrought by 
Christ; if any man be 1n him, he becomes a 
new creature, with a new heart, a new aim, a 
new hope, new sympathies, new antipathies. The 
old nature with the old desires has passed away. 

Readlng- 2 Cor, S: 14-21. 

Sunday. 
For circumcision indeed proflteth, if thou be 

a doer of the law; but if thou be a transgressor 
• of the law, thy circumcision ls become unclr-
s cumclsion.-Rom. 2: 25. . 

Under the Jewish economy circumcision was 
required, but was valueless if attended to as 
a mere ceremony minus obedience o! the law. 
In like manner the mere observance of Chris­
tian ordinances, such as baptism and the 

I
L
1
ord's supper, or the· mere profession o! re­
gion, profits nothing, and leads to condemna­

tion instead of salvation.. 
Readings-Psalm 19; Romans 2: 17-29. 
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Prayer Meeting Topic. 
January 17. 

THE PARTING OF THE WAY. 
(Genesis 13: 1-13.) 

H. J. Patterson, M.A. 

Amos the prophet ·once asked, "Can two walk 
together, except th,ey be agreed?" The obvious 
answer is, "Nq,_" The story of Abraham and his 
nephew Lot shows the difficulty of it. When 
the herdsmen began to quarrel It was time to 
talk matters over, and Abraham, generous, 
peace-loving, made an offer which Lot selfishly 
accepted immediately. It was not long before 
Lot was found seeking the delights and plea­
sures of the city. Independence Is not always 
the best thing for a man. Warnings there were 
In plenty for him, but he seems not to have 
heeded them, for he was a great man In that 
city. The sequel shows that he lost everything, 
including the honor- of himself and his cliildren. 

Nations. 
Not ·a few nations have risen to fall because 

at the parting of the way they chose wrongly. 
When Rome loved selfish indolence and de­
graded labor; when field was joined to field and 
held by the few; when the burden of taxation 
was increased till the people were not able to 
bear it; when, because of these things and 
others, there was a lack of unity, and rellglon 
fell irito decay, the end was not far. And the 
story has been reper.ted again and again. 

. Individuals. 
There are lessons In this story of Abraham 

and Lot. Let us take them to heart. 
l. Ingratitude. - Lot chose him all the plain 

of Jordan because he saw it was well watered 
and fruitful. 'But how came he into the land 
where now he chooses? Was it not due to the 
generosity and magnificent conduct of his uncle 
Abraham? There was failure on his part to 
remember all these kindnesses. "Lest we for­
get!" How comes the rich' man into his posses­
sions to-day except by reason of the sweat and 
toll of the worker? The interest on his capital 
must be produced. Gold cannot produce gold. 
How much owest thou unto thy fellowman, thy 
parents, thy-God? 

'. 2. Selfishness. Th_e well-watered plain is al­
ways an attraction. But when selfish Interests 

• are dominant a red flag should be hoisted, for 
there is danger. Selfishness provokes distrust 
and bad feeling. Along that way we come to 
see class war, for each, blind to the good In the 
other and seeking only its own interests, be­
comes devilish. It destroys character, for as in 
national life so is it In the Individual. There 
is a weakening of the moral fibre. It is un-

- christlike. The question should be not "What 
am I to get out of this?" but "What contribu­
tion will I be able to make to the welfare of 
my fellowman?" 

3. Moral and spiritual welfare tends to be­
come secondary and of minor importance. Sup­
pose Abraham had been given the plain, I can­
not imagine his pitching toward Sodom. He 
certainly would not have gone to the plain 
dominated by selfish Interest. I cannot afford 
to take a job at the price of manhood and 
character and surrender of principle. The 
introduction into our home life of questionable 
practices and people of doubtful morality that · 
we. might stand well In society is exceedingly 
dangerous. · A new position of place and Influ­
ence, with the Introduction of our children to 
new, peculiar and subtle temptations, is a more 
than risky procedure. Lot loved to sit in the 
gate-a great man. Abraham, trustful, faith­
ful, forgiving, took the hill country with God. 
What is your choice? 

TOPIC FOR JANUARY 24.-NICODEMUS.­
John 3: 1-15. 
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o~;- Young Peo;i~. l 
_..,. Co,.duct,d bv WM. GALE.-•-M•----0 

-••-.. •• 

A New Boys• Club---:--"The Young Pioneers." 
The following outline of "The Young 

Pioneers" is issued by the Victorian Bible 
School and Young People's Department at the 
request of leaders of boys for a programme of 
suggested methods for group work with boys. 
The department ·appointed a sub-committee to 
Investigate and consider the matter. The fol­
lowing Is the result of the report of the sub­
committee as endorsed by the department. 

Ages. 
The programme has been designed with a 

view to cover the acti vlties and to suit the 
characteristics of the average boy of from ten 
to sixteen years of age. This period may be 
extended either earlier or later as deemed de­
sirable by leaders. 

Fourfold Standard. 
Boys naturally will be Interested in the boy 

Jesus. It Is designed to centre the attention 
of the boys upon the Lord Jesus. At this time 
of hero-worship It is thought wise to make him 
the centre of worship, for he should be the· hero 
of every boy. One verse of Scripture very re­
markably tells of his fourfold growth and ad­
vancement as a boy. "And Jesus Increased In 
wisdom and stature, and .in favor with God and 
man" (Luke 2: 52) . The programme Is designed 
to help each boy to develop four-square-intel­
lectually (wisdom), physically <stature), devo­
tionally (in favor with God), socially (in favor 
with man) . The thought of the boy is directed 
'toward those important relationships in the 
home, school, or place of employment, church 
and community, in which all of his developed 
capacities may find their best expression In 
service. 

Sessions. 
It ls designed that each "camp,'' as the local 

group is called, shall have two sessions each 
week--0ne on Sunday afternoon, which Is con­
ducted as part of the Bible School, and the 
other on a week-night. _ The same officers hold 
office In each session. 

Joint Groups. 
Where It is. thought wise to combine two 

classes of the Sunday School this may be done, 
and one teacher may be made assistant to or 
co-leader ;11'1th the other. It Is better to form 
two distinct "camps" than to ,associate too 
many boys In one "camp." 

Badges. 
Activity, organised and purposeful, forms the 

basis of the programme of the "Young Pioneers." 
Thus the whole of the activities of the boys on 
Sunday afternoons and on week-nights may be 
made to contribute towards definite develop­
ment of their four-sided life, for which acknow­
ledgments and encouragements are issued In 
the form of badges. "Badge work alms to de­
velop a type of boy who knows the how of 
things. It creates Interests at a time when 
Interests are being rooted and grounded for 
life." 
Ceremonial. 

Rituals and ceremonies for the Initiation of 
new .members and for the opening of the Sun­
day and week-night sessioris of the "camp" are 
available. . These are purely suggestive, and 
their use Is not obligatory. "Camps" may dis­
pense with these, amend them, or make their 
own. It cannot be too strongly stressed that all 
of these ceremonies are open to everybody; 

especially is it desired that the Introduction of 
a new "pioneer" shall be made a- great public 
occasion. If a "grip" or whistle Is used it Is on 
the understanding that its use Is to set forth an 
Ideal and Is not for public use. 

Names and Symbols. 
Each group Is to wear the name of an Aus­

tralian explorer or pioneer. It Is requested that 
Australian birds, animals, boomerangs, spears, 
flowers, be employed for symbols, room decora­
tions, and for purposes of ritual and ceremonial. 
The Sunday School teacher or adult In charge 
shall be known• as the "leaders." Each "camp" 
will have Its boy "chief,'' "deputy chief,'' "tally" 
(secretary) , "cashier" (treasurer) . 

Acknowledgments. 
We are Indebted to many organisations and 

programmes In various parts of the world in 
the preparation of the "Young Pioneers.'' Or­
ganisations of a similar character have been at 
work for some time In Australla, Canada, New 
Zealand and Great Britain. 

(To be continued in next issue.) 

YEA CAMP CONFERENCE. 
Numbers went up this year. Forty-one, In­

cluding staff, were in camp at Yea, conducted 
by the Victorian Youth Department. It was a 
very successful and enjoyable "camp.'' Some 
say "the best yet." 

DIMBOOLA CAMP CONFERENCE. 
A camp conference with the same programme 

and as far as possible the same staff· will be held 
at Dlmboola In western Victoria from Feb. 21 
to 28.- This is for the convenience of those who 
could not get away at the Christmas season. 
Special fares at holiday excursion rates will be 
available. ' It is limited to members of the 
church who are recommended by their preachers 
or Bible School superintendents, and is de­
signed to help in the training of youth leaders. 
Dimboola has proven an ideal situation on two 
previous occasions. The townspeople have been 
most gracious In placing so many facilities at 
the disposal of the camp leaders. In no other 
place have we been so splendidly treated. 

Dandenonir Bible School, Victoria. 

Winners of Banner in Section 2 of Increase and 
Efficiency Campaign, 1933. · 

Top.-Tcachers and StAIT. Lowcr.-Scholars. 
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Here and There. I 

Bro. Garfield· Rootes has accepted an 
ment as preacher of Long Plain and i~;~!f~ 
churches,_ So,ut_h A1,1stralia. 

We. receiv~d • the foliowing telegram from 
. Queensla?~ on Tuesday morning :-"Three fur­
ther dec1s1ons Toowoomba.-Hinrichsen." 

The. V!ctorian General Dorcas will hold a bas­
ket p1cmc on W_ednesday next, Jan. 17, in Fitz­
roy_ Ga!dens. SJSters and friends are asked to 
m~et_ near the tea house about 11 o'clock. All 
will be welcomed. 

. Aftei: a five-year ministry with the First 
C~urch, Fort ·Wayne, Indiana, U.S.A., i\lr. A. P. 
\V1lson, formerly one of our Australian prea­
chers, ~as du_e to begin a term of service with 
-Columb1a ·Heights Christian Church, Washing­
ton, D.C., on Jan. 1. 

Alma Laven, aged thirteen years, a member 
of the _c_hurch at Queenstown, S.A., won first 
P_lace for th~ S~te in the recent qualifying cer­
tificate exammallon. She lost only 13 marks out 
of a p9ssibl~ 700, and secured the highest num­
_ber ever gained in this a~nual examination. 

"I am sick of saying 'a few words,' " said Sir 
?ohn Harvey, from the chair of a Y.M.C.A. meet­
mg at Sydney.· "It is a thing that speakers are 
!requent~y asked lo do, and it really means say­
mg nothmg at all and being precious quick over 
it. A singer is ne,•er asked to sing 'just a few 
-notes, not a real song,' or an instrumentalist re­
quested to 'play a few bars, not a whole piece, 
you know.''' 

· The Vi~torian C.E. Council of the Churches of 
Christ has offered to undertake the raising of 

• £70 during 1934 toward the West China reinforce­
ment fund. The amount is being divided into 
shares of 5/- each, and societies have been sup­
plied with · application forms. Several have in­
dicated their intention of applying for four 
shares, and East Kew has applied for five. Cer­
tificates of allotment will be forwarded to each 
society asking for shares. The indications are 
that the full numlier of shares will be applied 
for by the end of January. 

- lt has been thought advisable to extend the 
Victorian brotherhood welcome to Nurse Lynda 
Foreman, who returned last week from India, in 
conjµncti(!n with the fare~ell to Miss Florence 
Cameron. Miss Cameron will be in Melbourne 
during February. '_l'he proposed arrangement will 
enable· Uis,: Foreman to recuperate before hav­
ing to· speak 7 io; t- ·large· meeting, and will also 
allow folk who may be holidaying during Janu­
ary to lie at her weTcome· mectmC-"11tiss "Fore" 
man is resting at ·her home at Box Hill for the 
present. Miss Cameron is spending the new 
year with her own folk before coming to Victorin 
for her final meetin_gs. , 

Referring tor a previous ·report from . North 
Sydney concerning the resignation of Bro. Har­
ward. we understand that this was not accepted 
by a special. meeting of the c_hurch, but that 
six months' leave of absence -was granted to 
enable Bro. Harward to undertake a special 
mission campaign In Tasmania. On Dec. 31 Bro. 
Harward closed for a while lfls work with the 
church, and at the close of I.he. gospel service 
a number of members remained to bid farewell, 
also to express appreciation of bis services, :1 

vecy, pretty . floral , basket being presented to 
Mrs'. Harward. · On Tuesday, Jan. 2, an elderly 
sister and her _srandson were immersed by Bro. 
Harward. whQ. t))en left for Tasmania by the 
"Zealondia" on Jan. 3. On Jun, 7 the addresses 
by H. V. Larcombe and A. Allen were greatly 
appreciated. · One young sister was welcomed 
into fellowship. 

The Chinese Mission ill Queensberry-st., Carl­
ton (Vic.) bas decided to conduct a Dible School 
each Lord's day, and the services of teachers for 
kindergarten and junior children are needed . 
Any who can assist are nsked to see the secretary, 
Miss A. Baker, at the mission hall on Sunday 
afternoons at 2.30, or write to her at "Coverlcy 
Court," Hawthorn, E.2. 

In a personal letter W. H. Allen writes from 
South Pasadena, California, U.S.A.:-"I would 
like to have you, through the columns of the 
'Christian,' express our senson's greetings to our 
brethren in Australia. Gifford and Alice Gordon 
are worshipping with us in the little 'Bungalow 
Christian Church,' nnd we enjoy their presence 
very much indeed. Gifford is doing a fine work 
in his character-building addresses before the 
youth of -America. In the 14 months he _has 
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· CAN AND CANNOT. 

Astronomers can weigh a star, 
And tell a planet's &irth, 

And bring the moon from ·skies afar 
Well nigh in touch with earth. 

But who can tune the throstle's throat, 
Or match the atreamlet'a sonir, · 

Or eetimate the joyous note 
. Upon the skylark's tongue? ,. 

By mathematics men can · count 
The motion atoms make. 

And calculate the vast amount 
. Of force when blUows break. 
But love's equation cannot be 

By sign or figures irlven, 
For, boundless as eternity, 

It touches earth and heaven, 
-A. B. -Cooper, 

In the "Methodist Magazine." 

ialMN41M41M.JAf!J!l!P.A!W0M9fM.fflRW 1W?Vlll\'P1t44!WW!S-¼!B} 
been out here in Southern California, be has 
addressed, I supppse, at least 100 000 of youth 
iri the junior and senior high schools with tre­
mendous effect. We have at last nullified and 
repealed one of the amendments to our constitu­
tion in the United States, and we aren't happy 
ove'r the matter at all; but like tliat Marshal of 

. France, 'We are just beginning to fight.' Educa-
tion must "be the order of the day, buttressed by 
intense evangelism. I think I see a d,l,cided ten­
dency hi our American churches of all evangelical 
communions to empliasise the evangelistic note. 
Mrs. 1 Allen and I wish to be remembered to 
your family, and tbro)lgb _the_ columns ·of the; 
'Christian' to all our brethren. I'd love to visit 
Australia again for at least six months: · Make it 
possible, and I'll . leave _Gifford in charge here 
and take 1a . real . holiday." . . .. _ _ · · 

Sir Phill!l Gibbs has just written . a new book 
(''The Way; of Escape"), which contains more 
iood common sense than anything we have_ seen 
In a Jong time. The author lays down the prln­

. ciple that three .!)lings are essential to .progress: 
first, Intelligence; second, morality; and __ third, 
faith. Without all · three of these basic ,con­
siderations civilisation must go to smash, Un­
fortunately, we are Jacking In all of them. just 
bOw, Mr. Gibbs says very truthfully that the 
core · for the evils pf democracy is neither com­
munism,- which is the worship of the State, nor 
fascism, · which ls only another name for herd 
disclpllne. The cure Is rather In raising the 
standard of Intelligence In !lemocracy. The mas, 
mind J11USt be· brought under ·the direction of 
the llnest Individual minds, · The leadership of 
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the best thought that can be secured must h 
bilised for the service of all. Upon the vita~ 

· ;uoestion of faith _the E~g}_Ish writer ha_s a very · 
definite word.. He_ ~ays • Our dang~r 1s in the ·. 
loss of faith, m spiritual value~ and ideas. With. · 
out some faith in God U1ere 1s only despair in 
the end. But the dangers _ahead need not hap­
pen, nor will ever_ happen 1f w~ use the Powers 
that have been given us for hfe and not f 
death." If this is _not the ~esJ book _which .h~~ 
been published durm~ 1933, it 1s certainly in the 
topmost list of canchdates.-F. D. Kershner. . 

The following message "bas been received from 
the Council !)f Chur~hes o~ Victoria, of Which 
Bro. A. J. Ingham 1s pres1dent :-Tbe Council 
of Churches in Victoria extends its best wishes 
to the constituent ~odies for the present Year. 
We are impressed with the f~ct that the power­
ful militant forces of evil· are increasingly 
strengthening their attack on moral and spirit­
ual righteousness. They h~ve long since 
realised the strength of a umted policy and 
centralised authority. The church can only- vie~ 
-toriously oppose these forces through an-. even 
closer unity. The need for such unity is pro­
bably the most urgent demand of the 111oment 
Present conditions, together with· the failure o[ 
'human wisdom to discover an acceptable basis 
of . unity, are challenging the church to re­
·examine the claims of Christ to absolute control 
·and of his Word as a &ulllcient -and lasting hasi~ 
of unity. A basis of unity prepared by human 
minds quite legitimately may be disagreed with 
by other human minds of equal wisdom, hut 
with the div!ne basis ";"e could· not reasonably 
disagree. It 1s our desire and prayer that God's 
people everywhere may draw closer together 
during 1934, until Christ shall in actual fact 
"have the pre-eminence in ·all things," and his 
church become so victorious that the kings of 
earth shall be pleased to bring their glory and 
their honor into it. 

• I 

SOME JOTTINGS 

From the Manuscript Book _of an Octogenari~n. 

Old Age. 
Old age is but a temporary incident in the 

great scheme of the eternal years. The few'years 
of troubled dreams are but the brief -moments 
before awakening to the sunlit day; when all 
troubled dreams shall melt in thin air of forget­
ness. The big "why" of this life, with all its -
unsolved and perplexing problems. shall re­
~eive the full and satisfactory· answer when 
we "awake in his likeness." Our lives are like 
nmsic set in various keys, none carrying with 
it the echoes of eternal years so much as the 
low, sweet, minor key, and it is ·suffering that 
touches that key and - makes it vibrate with 
plaint and mysterious yearning. ..._, --. · -

Time. 

- Time is God's parenthesis thrown lo between 
the two · eternities-the eternicy that has in ii 
l~e shadow of man's big failure, and the eter­
nity that bas in it God's home gathering for all 
those ~ho lay hold of his gracious remedy. Re­
deem the time and buy up with it the etemal 
benediction. To the Christian, if we look at ii 
rightly, it is 09t that "we are getting ol<\," but 

, "now is our salvation nearer than when we bc­
lie_ved.'' And thus the divine optimism takes the 
lhmgs that the world weaves into a death shroud 
and weaves out_ of them vestal robes. 

True Education. 

· True education Is. to get a clea; vision of the 
things around us-to· know them in their parts 
and in their potentialities; and not only the ~ 
things around us, but to peer into things re­
mote, and marshal them in their order, snd 
mark how the'y fill their part in the economy of 
the universe.- R. Verco. . . · · 
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Tasmanian News-letter. 

·F. Collins. 

Revival in Tasmania. 

Four ~f. our Tasmanian churches report twenty­
one .dec1s1ons for December. To us. this ·consti­

Jules quite a season of refreshing. Except al 
special mission times de­
cisions are usually al Jong 
intc n •als. The advent of 
A. C. Thurrowgood, al 
West Hobart ; and W. J. 
\Vay, al Dover, has re­
\'ived interest al both 

• places. It is many years 
since either of these 
churches enjoyed the as­
sistance of a full-time 
pre.acher, \Vest Hobart 
has enjoyed but one brief 
term of such ministry 

F. Collins. since the cause was estab-
lished. Bro. Harward com­

mences . missions-at Kellevie, this month; 
Devon port, next month; and Invermay• during 
March. The prayers of the brotherhood of Aus­
tralia are requested _for these efforts. 

"Young Tasmania'' at Play. 

The president of the Tasmanian Bible Schools 
Department is keenly interested in young peo­
ple. For the second time he has presided over 
a Christmas camp for young people. Twenty­
four journeyed to Turner's Beach, near West 
Leith, and under ideal conditions made the most 
of the holidays. River and sea bathing, fishing, 
hiking, and other sports appealed to the "young 
men and maiden's." The services of a very effi­
cient cook and a very comfortable furnished 
house were secured. An outstanding feature of 
the camp was the devotional life of the campers. 

.,On one Sunday evening they journeyed to Ulver­
~tone and attended the anniversary services of 
our school in that place. Bro. A. E. Stevens con­
ducted the service. On another Sunday evening 
the campers invited the neighbol'll to a · Bible 
study and song service. After the Bible study 
the party went to the beach _and enjoyed a sing-
song. · 

'''The Honorable J. C. McPhee 
is resigning his leadership of Tasmanian politics. 
For health reasons this has been considered 
necessary by Mr. McPhee's doctors. · His advocacy 
of social and moral reform has been an outstand­
ing feature of his term of office. For many years 
Mr. McPhee was a member of the Tasmanian 
Temperance Alliance: . The Presbyterian Synod 
recently sent him a copy of resolution of sym­
pathy concerning bis iUness, also expre_ssmg re­
gret at his severance from the leadership of the 
House, and appreciation of the high Ideals he 
had advocated so consistently. 

Tasmania. 
. West Hobart.- Bro. A; C. Thurrowgood has 
come to labor with the church. At a welcome 
social eitch auxiliary greeted him with a two­
minutest address and an item. Bro. Martin spoke 
on behalf of Collins-st., and Bro. N. Cooper 
on behalf of State F.M. Committee. Meetings 
during Christ_mas time were exce!'tionally . good; 
a large number attended watch-mght sen•1ce, 

i.11ncHton (Marpret-st.).-Sunday School an­
nh·ersary services, held over owing to Federal 
Conference, were· held on Dec. 17, speakers be­
Ing Bren. \Varmbrunn, Brown and Colllns. At 
the evening meeting seven young people made 

the good confession. Prize-giving and demon­
stration look place on Dec. 20. On Dec. 12 the 
Endeavorers held a camp-flre meeting to aid 
Christmas cheer fund . During the holiday 
season the church was to have fell owship with· 
numerous visiting s isters and brethren. The 
resignation of Bro. Collins has been received 
with regret. Bro. Cope is seriously ill. Sisler 
Collins has been confined to bed for n week. 

Hobart (Colllna-st.).-The Guide company held 
a break-up social on Dec. 13, when a number of 

· parents and members enjoyed a happy evening. 
Good meeting on Dec. 17 ; the evangelist spoke 
at all services; one receiVed into fellowship at 
morning service. On Dec. 24 and 31 meetings 
were smaller, many being away on holiday. A 
number of visitors were present ·on both Sun­
duys, when Christmas and new year messages 
were given, Bro. Harold Street exhorted on 
morning of Dec. 31; Sister Street sang a solo 
at gospel service. Bro. Fred. Sharp passed away 
on Dec. 23. On the Lord's day before Christ­
mas Bro. Martin, as president of Y .P.S.C.E., on 
their behalf presented to the church a dozen 
new hymn books. · 

South Australia. 
Kensington.-Meetings were well attended dur­

ing the past month. On Dec. 20, .at a social and 
Christmas tree, in connection with the Bible 
School, there was a large attendance of parents 
and members, an enjoyable evening being spent, 
-Attendance at Bible School is still increasing. 

Exeter.-On Dec. 16 a Christmas tree was held 
for kindergarten scholars and babies. Parents 
were entertained to afternoon tea; each child re­
ceived a present. The department is ably super-

. intended by Mrs. Nichol. Fine meetings were 
held on Dec. 24. Special singing by the choir 
included anthems and Cornish carols. Stirring 
addresses were delivered morning and evening. 
The church was received into the Union at last 
Conference. _ 

Mallala.-Bro. · Ira Durdin preached farewelJ 
sermons on Dec. 31. His relationship with the 
church has been very happy, and he and Mrs. 
Durdin and daughters were always welcomed. 
His addresses on the second advent attracted 
others beside members, and in the United C.E. 
Society he was highly esteemed, as shown in the 
farewell tendered, when a presentation was made 
to bim. All wish him much blessing in his 
new sphere of labor. 

Qneen1town.-On Dec. 31 the usual · services 
were held, and at 11 p.m. the combined watch­
night service was conducted. Visitors from 
Methodist, Baptist and Congregational churches 
took part. Mr. Brooker occupied the chair, and 
Mr. French read tbe lesson. The message was 
given by Mr. Nelson (Congregational). An in­
spiring hour was spent. On Jan. 7 Bro. Brooker 
gave the morning exhortation, nnd at the even­
ing service preached the gospel. 

Cheltenham.-Christmas socials were held by 
the girls' sunshine club and Bible School, and 
all present al each function received gifts. Bro. 
l..ilmpshlre gave a ·chemical demonstration al 
Band of Hope. On Dec. 24 Bro. Watkins ex­
horted the church. At night a Christmas choral 
service was held. Five were received into fel­
lowship on morning of Dec. 31. Bro. 1 A. G. 
Hinde exhorted. In the evening Bro. Lampshire 
spoke on "We Pass this Way But Once." 

Naracoorte.-On Dec. 17 and 18, at Bible School 
anniversary, the speaker at all meetings was B,-o, 
F. Cornelius, from Border\own; whose messnges 
were much appreciated, and helped to make ser­
vices a success. Large meetings and· good sing­
ing by the school made a happy time for all. 
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The school also had a good time at tea and 
Christmas tree. Bro. and Sister Sherriff and 
family, from l{aniva district, were visitors on 
Dec. 24. Bro. and Sisler K. Fosler have moved 
to Reedy Creek ; they will be missed in the 
work of the church. 

Semaphore.-Despile absence of many on holi­
days, services have been well attended during 
holiday season, there being many visitors from 
other parts. Bro. Beiler gave the address at a 
crowded united watch-night service. Bro. Ron. 
Nelson was called home after long illness on 
Dec. 26. Sympathy is extended to the bereaved. 
The C.E. have set some splendid aims for the 
new year. Jan. 7, nice services. In the morning 
Bro. Beiler gave an introductory address on 
"Romans," a.nd at night preached on "Journeying 
Joyfully," One lady confessed the Saviour. 

Unley.-Christmns services were conducted by 
Bro. H. R. Taylor, when special singing was ren­
dered by the choir. There was one confession. 
The kindergarten enjoyed a Christmas tree pro­
vided by their teachers. Bro. Jessup's Bible class 
spent the holidays in camp at Clarendon. Atten­
dances ,at meetings have been affected by the 
absence of many during the holidays. AU were 
delighted to have Dr. A. C. Garnett (who r e­
turned from overseas during the week) speaking 
at the morning service on Jan. 7. Bro. H : R. 
Taylor and family are taking their annual vaca­
tion at Victor Harbor. 

Hlndmanh.-Good meetings were held during 
December. A series of Advent messages were 
delivered by Bro. A. E. Illingworth, and on 
Dec. 17 Christmas services were held. In the 
evening the choir rendered special music, and 
Bro. A. Signet and Sister L. Goodall sang solos. 
There have been six additions to the church, 
three by faith and baptism, and three by trans­
fer. The girls' - gymnasium held a break-up 
social on Dec. 11, and the men's fellowship closed 
the year with a "father and son" banquet on 
Dec. 18. The superintendent and teachers of the 
kindergarten entertafned scholars, parents and 
friends on Dec. 19, when each scholar was the re­
cipien l of a present from the Christmas tree. A 
very enjoyable time was spent. On the evening 
of Jan. 7 Bro. Illingworth delivered a new year's 
address on "The Church Christ Established." 

Queensland. 
Boonah.- Christmas tree and social evening 

were a great success. Many members have been 
on holidays, resulting in small attendances. 
Among visitors for Christmas were Bro. · and 

. Sister Thrupp, from R9ma. 
Annerley.-Several new members have been 

· welcomed into the Ghurch. Bro. Don. Williams 
has been transferred to Ma Ma Creek. For last 
two Sundays in December tl\e Sunday School 
combined with the morning service, which was 
well attended on both occasions. At a watch­
night service about 'forty were present. Bro, 
Chas. Young is commencing bis eleventJi year 
with the church. 

Alblon.- Bro. and Sister Harris, from Pens­
hurst, N .S.\V. were received by letter, and two 
by faith and obedience, during December. On 
morning of Dec. 25, at 7 a.m., a well-attended 
and bright service was held. On Dec. 31, follow­
ing gospel service conducted by Bro. Keith 
Gerrand, a young brother was baptised. Bro. 
Payne expected to he well enough to resume 
preaching on January 14. . 

Kedron.-Splendid meetings continued through­
out year-end holidays. The early Christmas 
morning service, at 8.30 a.m., was well attended. 
Leslie Murr, a bright Bible School boy of nine 
years, was laid to rest (after three y ears' suf­
fering) in Lutwyche Cemetery by Bro. Noble 
on Dec. 23. At the close of the preacher's new 
year message on Dec. 31, a man confessed Christ, 
was Immersed, and recei\'ed the same evening. 
The fellowship of many visiting members dur­
ing holidays is apprecil\ted. 

(Continued on page 28,) 
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and dressed her all by myself all the time of h~r 

babyhood. We hadn't our orphanage built m 

those days for it was in the very early days of 

our work ;mong the children wbe':' s~e came. ~t 

seemed as if I always had a special 10teresl m 

her. Her sisters feel her l~ss very much. She 

was their pet. Owing to an illness she had some 

nine years ago she was never very robust, and 

was always such a tiny mite that although nearly 

sixteen she was classed among the "little girls." 

The oldest of the three sisters is lllanorama, one 

of the nurses at Dhond Hospital. 

LETTER FROM MRS. WATERMAN. 

Hueilichow, Szechuan, 
Via Yunnan, China. 

Nov. 2, 1933. 

My Dear Brethren and Sistcrs,-

Within the last three weeks I have received 

over two hundred letters. They are from com­

mittees, churches, auxiliaries and individual 

Christians. At present I feel it would he im­

possible lo answer all these separately, so will 

you please accept this way? Thank you sincerely 

for your prayers and sympathy. It is a balm 

to the heart to know we have a brotherhood who 

really cares, and even as the Lord, "is touched 

with our grief." 
When my dear one was sick, he and I both 

sorrowed with you in this grief which you saw 

was about lo befall us. We knew the added 

anxieties and problems it would give our bro­

therhood. We found great comfort in knowing 

that the brethren as well as we had prayer for 

guidance in sending us out, and we felt we had 

· not gone contrary lo his will. Brethren, like you, 

al present I cannot 1mderstand why the Lord 

should see flt to take him, but some day his 

purpose will be plain. 
In many letters the thought was expressed that 

he was so young to be taken. It seemed so to 

me too, but I know Another of far,. far greater 

worth who was about three years younger-our 

d!!ar Lord. He was not too young to be used of 

the Lord. Jlfany letters are from those who 

were Jed to the Saviour by him. Some write 

to say how he encouraged and helped them to 

consecrate their lives more fully to the Lord's 

service. Some mention · how he helped and com­

forted them in their hour of sorrow. So I 
find joy in the thought that though his life was 

short it was not wasted. 
' Some have written to say that I have passed 

through the greatest of sorrows. It is true that 

my sorrow has been great-but there is hope be­

hind it-we will meet again. A greater sorrow 

would be not to, have that hope. Yes, dear 

friends, I have found great comfort and help in 

the Lord. He was my dearest Friend before 

this sorrow befell us, and he has not failed 

now. 
Many have asked what I expect to do now. I 

do not know. I have no plans. I am wailing 

for the Lord lo guide as he has always done. 

Since my dear one was taken, till recently, I 

have not been well, and the burden seemed heavy, 

but with renewed strength I feel more able to 

face the future. · 
. Dear brethren and sisters, the Lord in his 

mercy and Jove prepared us for the time when 

he should take my loved one away. As our 

suffering increased, the more light and comfort 

we found in him. , The day before my dearest 

was taken he had me read these two messages 

lo him and repeat again the hymn that he loved 

-2 Cor. 5: 1-10; Rom. 8: 35-39. This hymn was 

a favorite of his grandmother's, too, and it has 

become one of mine. 

"I have a Friend so precious, 
So very dear to me. 

He' loves me with such lender 
He loves so faithfully. 

I cannot live apart from him: 
I love lo feel him. nigh­

And so we walk together, 
My Lord and I. 

"Sometimes I'm sad nnd weary:, 
He knows that I am weak: 

And as he bids me lean on him, 
His help I gladly seek. 

love, 

He leads me in the paths of light 

Beneath a sunny sky­
And so we walk together, 

My Lord and I. 

"He knows that I am longing 
Some wcnry soul lo win, 

A,1d so he bids me go, and speak 
The loving word for him. 

He bids me teH his wondrous love, 
And why he came to die, 

And so we walk together, 
My Lord nnd I. 

"I tell him all my sorrows, 
I tell him all my joys, 

I tell him all that gladdens, 
I tell hlin what annoys,: 

He tells me what to do, 
He tells me how lo try, 

And so we walk together, 
My Lord and I." 

During the Inst night Will kept saying, "I'm 

going lo find Jesus," and I believe he truly could 

sny as he crossed the border, "And so we walked 

together, my Lord and I." 
I thank -the whole brotherhood for their pray­

ers and expressions of love and sympathy. My 

girlies would thank you, too, if they understood. 

I am glad to say that though they miss their 

dear daddy they are loo young to fret greatly 

for him. 
The Andersons and we arc all well. Joan, 

for whom doctor was al first concerned, is now 

the picture of health, and for all these mercies 

we thank our heavenly Father. 
May our Father's blessing rest upon ·you all 

an_d the work of our church is our fervent prayer. 

Yours in the bonds of Christian love and 

hope, 
Grace Waterman. 

" A SAD MONTH." 

July was a sad month for us. One of our little 

girls went home to her married brother's home 

for the first time in all the years we have had 

her. She pick~d up a meningitis germ some­

where, for ever since her return she kept com­

plaining of headache. She was so unwell that 

we sent her lo the Dhond hospital. She rapidly 

grew worse. Definite meningitis symptoms 

showed themselves, and about three weeks after 

sel!ding her to hospital our poor little Sita was 

carried to her heavenly home. 
I felt particularly sad about her death· because 

I took her and her two sisters in at Baramati 

when Sita was just twelve months old. She lived 

in my bedroom, and I fed her and bathed her 

It has been an awful month for sickness every­

where. The rains which began a month too e_arly 

suddenly ceased, Then we got dry wmdy 

weather' that dried up the premature crops. Af­

terwards came the rain very la te, and it didn't 

know when to stop. We couldn't get clothes and 

bedding dry. It was something like when it rains 

incessantly in the hills. And our family isn't 

overburdened with clothes-fonr suits apiece. I 

had to give out extra clothes to the small fry. 

But you can imagine the result of rain-rain­

rain I We soon had an epidemic of coughs and 

colds and quite a number of cases of malaria. 

But ~II are just about well again, so we have a 

Jot to be thankful for.-V. Blnke, Shrigonda, 

India. 

THE MEASURE OF A CHRISTIAN. 

Our interest in missions is· a mark of our 

Christian character; our knowledge of missions 

is the measure of our Christian attainment; our 

participation in· missions is the measure of our 

Christian efficiency.-Henry C. Mabie. 

+-----------------·+ 
!,
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: HINTS and HELPS ,I 

FOR THOSE WHO 

j DESIRE TO SERVE ! 
I By Th0&.. Haeger. I 

i , 32-page Booklet in Attractive Cover. ' 

• Chap.tcrs on: llfinistry in the N .T.; I 
I Preaching the Gospel; Securing an Audi- ' ' · 

j ence; Taking the Confession and Baplis- I 
J ing the Convert; At the Lord's Table; I 
!
. Taking Other Parts; The Ministry of Door- I 

keeping; The Prayer Meeting; The Secre­

tary and Treasurer; Business Meetings; 

The Chapel that Attracts; Reverence. I 
I 3d.; posted 4d. • 

l
j 12, 2/ 6; posted, 2/ 10. I 

Au;tral _Printing & Publishing Co. Ltd., I 
528, 530 Elizabeth St., Melbourne, C.1,: ~.ic. [ 
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LESS TH.ll}l YOU EAR.,N 

JF you have lorcsight and good judgment, 9011 spend less than you 

cam, and you keep a State Savings Bank account. If you arc 

CO_NSISTENT, your account grows steadily. The sure road to 

financial security is via the State Savings Bank. Regular deposits 

soon grow ~to a worth.while bank .balance-and money in the 

bank sav~- worry / 

STATE SAVINGS BANK ·of VICTORIA 
ALEX. COOCH, C.-.1 ~-
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Evangelisr:n's Present" Day Challenge 
· -~ To the Brotherhood. 

Geo.. 0. Tease. 

Recent sane and practical articles appearing 
in "The Australian Christian" have ably dis­
cussed the brotherhood's chief responsibility­
cvangelism. All who are in the least degree 
acquainted with the brotherhood situation must 
confess that we stand face to face with the chal­
lenge of evangelism as never before. Only two 
alternatives are open to us : a forward move re­
sulting in unprecedented progress; or the igno­
miny of fossilising into a denomination. There 
are those amongst us who would prefer extinc­
tion to the latter. 

E,·angclism challenges us to-day. It used to 
be that we. challenged evangelism, but now the 
tables are turned upon us. Will we or will we 
not gird our armor on and go forth to meet the 
challenge, entering upon an extensive campaign 
of evangelism with apostolic vigor, 0delity and 
faith? 
Our Duty 
is to "Go preach . baptising 
. . : teaching. . ." · Not a request or an 
argument, but a challenging command. \Ve dare 
not disobey, a lter, compromise, retreat or what 
is as grave a peril, temporise. 

Our Opportunities a,:id ABsets 
are obvious to all who are seriously studying the 
question. Opportunities in each State are known 
to the brethren there, so I wiJI briefly instance 
Queensland's opportunity oqly. Area, 688,000 
square miles, making the State larger by 1,200 
square miles than Great Britain, Italy, France, 
Denmark, Holland, Belgium and Germany com­
bined. A "small" corner of the vineyard indeed I 
It is going to require a large illumination on 
the part of our Queensland brotherhood to· 
''brighten the corner where you are." Population, 
947,789 (303,000 in Greater Brisbane alone). And 
after 50 years' existence•-in the State, we have 
many Jess than 4,000 members I Standing each 
one in the centre of a square mile, they all 
would be lost sight of north of the Mitchell 
River. 
. Queensland's vast area is too big to be ad­
ininistei-ed from Brisbane. Cairns is as far north 
as Melbourne is south. Could the Victorian work 
be administered from Brisbane? Impossible. We 
must divide Queensland into at least two divi­
sions (three for preference) by a line drawn 
cast and west below Winton in the centre. This 
would make strategic T~wnsville a suitable 
northern centre for operations, ultimately be­
coming independent of southern control. 

Each of these two large divisions could then 
be divided into districts. For instance: Southern. 
-(1) Greater Brisbane; (2) Toowoornba, includ­
ing Dalby, Roma, Bell, Warwick and district; 
(3) Gyrnpie, including Kingaroy, Bundaberg, 
Maryborougb; Nanango, Jlfurgon and district ; (4) 
Rockbarnpt-on, including Mt. llforg'an, Gladstone 
and district· and so on. Norlhern.-(1) Towns­
ville, incJud°ing Charters Towers, Ayr and dis­
trict; (2) Mackay, including north lo Bowen and 
district; (3) Cairns, Cooktown and district; ( 4) 
Hughenden, stretching out to Richmond and 
Winton; and so on. 

Only by a sul>-division of the State can we 
ever dream of handling the problem of cyangel­
ising Queensland. This great work cannot be 
done in a year. It will take many years, but 
what we do plead for is an immediate combina­
tion of the forces of unity, zeal, sacrifice and 
vision so that the work can be earnestly set out 
upon. 

Our Commitments 
can be safely summed up in the 'words "much 
money:,' But our brotherhood has it. Bountiful 
rains throughout the whole State and in other 
States, the big rise in the price of wool, Aus-

tralia's being the first country to r ecover from 
the depression, set good money circulating. Our 
brotherhood has scarcely touched the fringe • of 
its finance. 

The contributing to God's work of money 
spent on dances, Golden Casket and Tattersall 
tickets, pernicious newspapers and other _harm­
ful things, would he an .amazing factor m the 
success of the work. This being God's work, we 
must not forget that it will not lack God's sup­
plies. "But my God shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus" 
(Phil. 4: 19). Surely -none will ever imagine 
thnt this wealth of supply l1as ever been ex­
hausted. We bnvc all the power in prayer ever 
available to the people of God. Further, we have 
in our brotherhood men capable of the work, 
'pastors and cvnogelists second to none. Their 
names rush to my mind as I write, and in them 
I see a galaxy of talent of which we can be 
justly proud. 

There is 
Another Side of the Picture 
which must not be overlooked. There are mat­
ters which need readjustment. In some places 
there 'is too great a tendency to adjust oursel~es 
to the times, with the result that we are losmg 

· something of our distinctive position. We need 
nc,·er hope to make progress when we bury our­
selves with courting denominational favor by 
trimming our New Testament position so a_s n~t 
to offend the fancies of those whose pracllce ts 
a rejection of the authority of the Word. Our 
business is to preach the apostolic gospel in its 
entirety, howbeit, preach it in Jove. Any ten­
dency to minimise the evil of denominational­
ism; to surrender the New Testament teaching 
on baptism in favor of the Baptist or any other 
theory; to regard with Jess importance than our 
pioneers did the weekly observance of the 
Lord's table, is not only being unfaithi:ul to the 
Word but we rob ourselves of the triumphant 
message the preaching of ·which has made the 
names of our pioneers famous. • 

At this moment we can think of no greater 
danger facing our brotherhood than the giving 
of undue respect and consideration to denornina­
tionalisrn. It is sinful and anti-scriptural. We, 
therefore, have no right to c?nsider its opinions 
in the matter of our prcachmg the whole mes­
sage of the Word. 

This advocacy is neither mine nor modern. It 
has the practical support and sanction of both 
Christ and the apostles. 

"We need a revival of evangelism." \Ve need 
something prior to that, namely, a willingness 
to be revived and to be filled with an apostolic 
passion for apostolic evangelism, and to see men 
won to Christ by the (only) apostolic way. Only 
thus can apostolic success be ours. 

The true New Testament way is, in some re­
spects as unpopular as ever it was, but therein 
lies it~ big challenge. Let us live and preach a 
re-emphasis of it, without fear or f!'vor. Our 
choice is between aggressive evangelism and the 
stagnation of denorninationalisrn. God's blessi~g 
and power arc with the former. If the ln~ter 1s 
our choice, God, who will never leave lumsclf 
without a witness, is sure to open a way for 
reform from within. 

· "TttE BUNGAhOW," ChEMRTIS 
. IDEAL GUEST HOUSE. 

Beautiful Surroundings. Every ~omfort. 
Good Table. Own Farm Produce. 
Player, Tennis, Sewered, Hot Baths. 

Moderate Tariff. · Mr■• McFarlane. 

DID YOU FAIL 
to make your Home 
Mission Offering on 

Dec. 3? 

IT IS NOT TOO LATE 
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Place it in envelope marked "Horne Missions" 
nod put on collection plate in your local church, 
or send to Home Mission office, 

An offering from every member before the 
end of the year Is the Home Mission, Objective. 

Don"t fail to do YOUR part in our Brother­
hood's Greatest Undertaking-Horne Missions. 

□ 
W. GALE, 

Horne Mission Office, 
T. & G. Building, 145 Collins-st., 

Melbourne, C.1. · 

..... B. J.· KEMP Phone 
n- 114104 

Book Bulldln2, 288 Little Collins si. 
MELBOURNE , 

roanutacturtno 5eweller 
DIAMOND RINGS, MEDALS, WATCHES, TROPHIES 

YOU CAN DEPEND ON ME' 

FOREIGN MISSIONARY OFFERINGS 
From Victoria 

Should be sent to the Treasurer, D. E. 
Pittman, 530 Elizabeth-st., Mclb. 

All general correspondence to A. J. Ingham, 
secretary, 11 Gladstone-st., Kew, E.4. 

WANTED-Gifts Small and Large. 

Violet S. Howgate, LLc.M. 
ll!ear~er nf £1nrutinn anb llramatir Art.. 

Pupils prepared for Platform, 
Exams., etc. 

&8 ROWELL A VE., CA.MBERWELL, E.6. 
p 0 ' h ne W2508. 

U PWEY - "The Gunyah" 
Comfortable Accommodation. 

Opp. STATION. Bus Stops 't Door, 
-VACANCIES NOW. 

l\loderate , Tariff. 

'Phone Belg. 79.' " Mrs. Little. 

w ARD BROS. E.•t~hcd 

EXPERT REPAIRERS. 

KNITTING MACHINES, 
WASHING !\IA CHINES, 

Aleo All Kind a of New ond Und 
SEWING MACHINES 

At Lowest Prices, 
Terms, to Sult. 

Same Old Addresses over Forty Years:-
016 & 38 Errol St., NORTH MELB. Phone F3985; 

222 Chapel Street, PRAHRAN: 
252 Smith Street, COLLINGWOOD: 

216 Bridge Road, RICHMOND (opp. Marketa): 
195 Barkly St., FOOTSCRAY (next Hooper's) 

TRACTS are an effective means of making the 
gospel message known. Send stamps or postal 
note from 1/-, and we will post full value In 
assorted tracts.-Auslral Co., 628, 630 Hlizabeth­
st., lilelb., C.1. 
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News of the Churches. 
(Continued from page 25.) 

Queensland. 
Stone's Corner,:--Bro. Burns preached the gos-

. pcl on four nights in December. Eight souls 

were won for Christ; seven have been baptised· 

one sister confessed Christ on Dec. 3. Tw~ 

sisters have been received by transfer from 

Annerley, making a total of nine welcomed into 

the church in December. Bible School is pro­

gressing well under leadership of Bro. H. Wyeth. 

It has won the shield for schools of over fifty 
scholars. 

Zillmere . ..:....Thc church has been low of late, 

but meetings arc improving. Al a Christmas 

tree on Dec. 20, every scholar received a pre­

sent, and a very pleasant evening was spent. 

On Dec. 24 Bro. Rothery exhorted the church 

and preached the gospel,. when a man and wife 

made the good confession. Bro. Van Eerdc, of 

the College, exhorted the church on · Dec. 31, 

and gave a splendid gospel address to a good 

audience. • Sunday School is in good form ; one 

new scholar on Dec. 31. 

, .. New South Wales News-letter. 
Ethelbert Davis. 

Things in connection with the churches have 

been particularly quiet during the past fe') 

weeks. Largc1· numbers of the members hav~ 

-E. Davis. 

been away on holiday than 
for several years, which 
would seem to indicate that 
financial conditions are im­
proving somewhat. The 
annual home mission offer­
ing, which closed a fe" 
weeks ago, shows a decrease 
upon the previous year, but 
it is hoped that funds from 

. other sources will be suf­
ficient to maintain the 
work in the assisted fields. 
The most desperate need o! 
this Stale is- aggressive 
evangelism. This need is 

crying lo the churches from every quarter, and 

yet so little is being attempted to meet the need. 

City Temple. 

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN. 

war, her assistance and co-operation have been 

invaluable lo the writer. Her experience as a 

nurse enabled her to help when otherwise little 

could have been done. In addition to visiting 

all the week, she has visited two of the jails 

every Sunday morning to render material and° 

spiritual help to many who have been imprisoned 

'over the week-end. Hundreds h·ave been helped 

by her kindly ministrations. On Sunday after-

. noons her time has been taken up in hospital 

visitation. Scores of children in the poorer dis­

tricts welcome her as day after dny she has d is­

tributed tracts and illustrated Scripture t exts. 

Another Pion.,.,, PaB&es. 

Few of the men and ~omen who saw the be­
·ginnings of our work in this State are with us 

now. Another of these pioneers has just passed 

on in the person of Jacob Saxby. Bro. Saxby 

was in his 89th year, and had been associated 

-with the churches of Christ for 65 years, He was 

won lo the New Testament plea by the late Geo. 

Day, and was baptised by Mr. J. Voller, a Bap­

tist minister, in 1867. He united with the church 

·at Ring-st., Newtown, in 1868, and was received 

into membership by Dr. Joseph Kingsbury. He 

was a teacher in the Educational Department of 

New South Wnles, but his teaching ability was 

best seen in his instruction and edification of 
the church. 

"Among the Preachers. 

· A. C. Crisp bas closed his ministry with the 

church at Marrickville, and now goes out of the 

full-time ministry into medical practice. Dr. 

_Meldrum has accepted a short engagement with 

the church al Marrickville. H. G. Harward has 

gone to Tasmania for special evangelistic mis­

sion work J . R. Leach closes bis ministry with 

the church at Burwood on Feb. 24. I. A. Pater­

noster is definitely announced to conclude his 
work .at Enmore at the end of April. H. Priestley 

has accepted ari engagement with the church at 

Townsville, Qld. D. Wakeley is planned to com­

mence a short mission with the church at Hamil­

ton on March 4. "J. 1 Chivell . has made a good 

start at Gilgandra: '' ' ' : . · 

New South Wales. 

January II, 19~4. 

Paddlnglon.-Spleridid attcnda~ces . over holi­

days, despite many m~mbers hohday!ng. Jan. 7, 

splendid morning service, crown_ed with on! de­

cision for Christ. Sister Mrs. :Wilson, of ~hmese 

church, received into fellowsh1p. Approxu'!ately 

90 at gospel service, at the close of which a 

mother and son accepted Ch,ist. Reports s1low 

substantial increase all round for December. 
Chat,...ood.-On morning pf Jan. 7, J. Whelan 

addressed the church on "An Impregnable For­

tress." Three who had been baptised :were re­

ceived into fellowship. At gospel sel"Vlce Bro. 

Whelan's subject was "A New Perspective." :fbree· 

who bad confessed Christ were baptised, and a 

young lady made the good co~fession. A watch­

•night service was held at which there were 146 

present. A feature of holiday services has been 

the very satisfactory attendances. 
Wagga,-Splendid services were held on 

Dec. 24. The choir rendered two fine numbers. 

Bro. Wakefield took part in a combined service 

on Dec. 25. On Dec. 28 the aged Sister Mrs. 

Wenk passed away . suddenly. An in memoriam 

service was held on Dec. 31, Bro. Wakefield 

preaching on "The Christian Hope." Bro. Midg­

ley and his. mother al the close of the address 

sang feelingly "The Christian's Good-night" 

Bren. G. Black and· G. Emmett, of Newmarket, 

Vic., had feilowsbip wit}., t_he church on Dec .. 31. 

The former spoke in the morning and assisted 

al night. , 
Moeman.-Roy Acland brought the church the 

Christmas message on Dec. 24. Evening service 

was conducted by K.S.P. club, when a threefold 

Christmas sermon was presented, "The Christ 

of Prophecy" (W, - K. Hunter~; "Of the Ages" 

(G. Solomon); and "Of To-day" (W. Webster). 

On Dec. 31 J. Whelan, M.A.., exhorted the church, 

the text being, "All my springs are in thee"; 

,the night services consisted of communion, 

-7.15; gospel, 10; and watch-night, 11.30 _p .m., a 

)'ich lime of fellowship. Mr. Fred. Button was 

farewelled on Dec. 4 prior to his transfer t9' 

Inverell in the Justice Department; his resigna~ 

lion as organist, vice-pres. Y.P.S.C.E. and tea­

cher has been severely felt. 

Victoria. 
Hampton.-Bro. K Jones, who ls now on a 

visit lo Adelaide, addressed -both meetings. on, 

Jan. 7, A sister was welcomed into fellowahip 
in · the morning. , ., · 

Bamllton.-A married man made good confes­

sion on closing night of year. During prea­

cher's holiday local brethren are conducting ser­

vices. · P. J . Pond paid a much-appreciated visit 

to Merewether during Christmas week. 
Moreland.-Meetings were ' well attended o~ 

Jan. 7. Bro. R. L. Arnold's addresses were ap­

preciated . . Three young women were immersed 

at the gospel meeting. . 

G.,.,long.-On Jan.-7 Bro. Clipstone had charge 

of the meetings, · and gave helpful new year· 

.thoughts. · Bro. E:· Simper- rendered a-- solo al 

evening service. Many yisitors from other 

churches were present \luring_ the holidays. · 

By the time this letter is in print, we shall 

have closed a six-years' IJ)inistry with the church 

at the City Temple. Our ministry with this old 

historic church bas been very happy, and in no 

small degree successful. Thos. •.Hagger has ac­

cepted a three-months' engagement with the 

church, in addition to his work as home mission: 

ary organiser. He will comfllence his ministry 

on January 14. 

Conference. . . 

At the 1933 conference it was cesoJved to bring 
the annual conference from June back io Easter. 

While the majority favor Easter, there are a 

number who deem June to be the better time. 

But in accordance with the changed time the 

various committees are busy readjusting reports, 

programmes, etc. The conference executive arc1 

convening a special conference of delegates six 

weeks before the annual conference, to revise 

the constitution with the view of 'CQ-ordlnating 

our organised· work. That some.. change in 

methods .ls needed is not disputed; but no one 

here would venture to predict what the outcome 

of the conference will be. 

Ersldneville.-130 attended Christmas tree. In­

crease rally for new scholars commenced on 

"Jan. 7. H. C. Stitt spoke in the morning on "The 

Spirit .of Holiness," and. his gospel message was 

very convincing on "How to Know Jesus." The 

teachers rendered an anthem. -

. Rockdale.,-Jan. 7, good meetings all day, Bro. 

Alcorn speaking morning and evening-two fine 

addresses. At the night . serv_ice a young lady 

· made the good confession. Bro.' Butler Is still 

in hospital owing to a bad motor .accident. Bro. 

Alcorn and family leave this week for annual 

·. Mlldura.-On the -morning of Jan: 7 Br.o.. ;;_' 

·A. Hughes delivered a much-appreciated' address 

on mission work in India. Many expressed their 

•interest and aelight in his message. Bro: Mac­

naugbtan spoke al night OD "Lot's Choice," and 

four persons made the good confession of faith. 

. Red Hill . .:....Christmas and new yea'r season was 

a time of inspiration and fellowship. 62 on 

Dec .. 24 and 82 on Dec, 31 broke bread. Visitors 

from many city and some country churches came. 

Bren. Wigney and Southgate gave Bro. L. E. 

~aker some appreciated .assistance with' preach-

Church Vlsltlnr Sister. 

During the whole of our ministry at the City 

Temple we have had as our associate in the work 

Sister Edwards, who hos had a long and varied 

experience in church work. Being at one time 

a nurse, and havlni served abroad during the 

holidays. · . . 
· South Kensinglon.- Helpful messages were 

given by Bro. Roy Wilson during Bro. Wakeley's 

absence on holiday. Bro. A. Smith conducted 

an enjoyable waich-night service, 'Bro. Wakeley 

resumed OD Jan. 7. There was one 'confession 

at the evening service. The church secretary, 

Bro. S. J , Short, who has been Jn Ill-health for 

some months, ls entering Prince Alfred Hospital 
for treatment. : r. : .. · : , 

Grafton.-The subject taken by Bro. l.arsen ·on 

morning of Dec. 31, "Life's Great Achievement," 

proved helpful and inspiring. Sister Wilson 

·was given the right hand of fellowship, she hav­

ing been baptised in Lismore. The message for 

the evening, "New Year's Cheer," wos or a high 

order. Bro. Pond's visit was much appreciated 

and left a fine impression of the work carried 

on by the Young People's Department of the 
State. 

mg, and Alan Searle with ,singing. ... 

Brirhton.- Although many members have
0

.becn 

away on holidays, meetings have been weU at­

tended, On Jan. 7 attendances were -good. BrO:. 

Jas, E. Webb based his morning address upon 

the New Testament lesson, and In the evening 

spoke on "The Worthiness of Christ." A solo 

by Mrs. S. Frecker was greatly enjoyed. Bro. 

Emrys Baker has been elected secretary of 

Bible School. Plans are being made to cele­

brate this year in fitting manner the 75th anni­
versary of the church. 

I 

j 
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Brlm.-On Dec. 31 Bro. Garland was the prea­
cher at the c\'cning service, which was well at-
tended. · 

Melbourne (Swanston,.st.).-Vcry enjoyable 
meetings and good attendances on ,Tan. 7, and 
interesting addresses from Bro. T. H. Scambler. 
Several visitors were present. 

~umley.- .On Jan. 4 there was an average at­
tendance at morning meeting and usual number 
for gospel service. Bro. Stewart addressed both 
nicetings. Good meetings at C.E., and prayer 
meeting _work is going along nicely. 

Fitzroy (Gore-st.) ,-Good meetings were held 
on Jan. 7, Bro. Northeast speaking. Evening ser­
vice was well attended. A brother rendered a 
solo. · Sister lllrs. Lewis is still very ill; Bro. 
Lewis is improving. Sister Mrs. Andrews (or­
ganist) bas also been absent through illness. 

Dunolly.-All meetings arc well attended, ad­
dresses being given by Bro. Lewis. Christmas 
tree and social evening on Dec, 23 were enjoyed. 
S.C.E. meetings are progressing favorably. On 
Dec. 28 Sister Birkett was welcomed to the meet­
ing, and on Jan. 4 Bro. Grant, of W.A., gave an 
interesting address. 

East K'ew.-lmproved attendances marked the 
services on Jan. 7. Bro. Ingham preached special 
new year sermons on "The Days that Lie Ahead" 
and "How Do You· Live?" The three C.E. 
societies have begun the year with encouraging 
interest. The Y.P. society bas applied for five 
sh?res in the Victorian quota of the West China 
reinforcement fund. • 

Carlton (Lygon-at.) .-1\fr. F. T. Saunders 'spoke • 
at both services on Jan. 7. lllr. Norman Jame 
expected to lea,ve on Jan. 10 for a business trip 
to China. He wil\ be greatly missed in the 
Bible class, where he bas done a splendid work 
amongst the young men. The church regrets the 
death of Bro. Harry . Haines, and extends sym­
pathy to the berea\'ed. . 

Horaham.-On the morning of Jan. 7 Bro. J . 
Butler gave the address on "Events in the Life of 
King Saul." Bro. \Voodgate was present. Bro. 
J. 0. Methven conducted service at Pimpioio in 
{he afternoon, and at Horsham at night, when a 
young lady confessed Christ. · Bro. G. Miller 
conducted service at Haven ;. the theme of the 
address was "Greater than Solomon." 

Drumcondra.- R. A. Banks has returned from 
holidays. He spoke al morning and evening ser­
vices OD Jan. 7. During his absence addresses 
were delivered by L. Rawlings, of Manifold 
Heights . Baptist church; R. Jenner, of Bruns­
wick; and Will Readhead. Senior Endeavor 
meetings have been well attended, a number of 
new members having recently joined. 

HartwetL~Meetiogs are well attended, with 
J)'lany visitors from ,sister churches present. At 
combined C.E. final meetings for 1933, held on 
Dec. 18, Bro.' and Sister Baker were presented 
with a- gift from intermediate · C.E., and Sister 
Lottie Wilkinson with a token -from the J.C.E. 
on relinquishing lea<jersbip Qf the society. The 
church •is entering prayerfully and heartily into 
the 1934 "forward movement." . 

Warracknabeal.-On Dec. 31 meetings were well 
attended. Brethren were present from South 
Australian and other churches, Bro, Garland 
spoke In the morning• and Bro. Leak, of S.A., in 
the evening. A pleasant Sunday afternoon was 
held in .aid of Warracknabeal Hospital. Musical 
items were very enjoyable. Mr. Garland·· gave 
an interesting address. Mr. Down referred to 
the work of the hospital. On Jan.- 7 Bro. Gar­
land spoke at both services helpfully. 

St. Amaud.-Work is well maintained, recent 
gospel meetings being well attended. One-third 
(22 scholars) gained awards at annual B.S. ex­
aminations. · On Dec. 24, in absence of Bro. 
Jackel, Bren. Hall and McDermott addressed the 
meetings. The Christmas tree was an outstand­
ing success; all scholars received gifts. On 
Dec. 31, after II gospel address on "The fashion 
of this world passeth away," two married ledies 

.. made the good confession. Both were bap-
tised on Jan. 7 at the evening service. 
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Red Clilfs.-On Dec. 31 several visitors were 
present. A good gathering of members m et Bro. 
A. A. Hughes on the evening of Jan. 6 at a tea 
in the chapel, and afterwards listened with in­
terest to his talk on the work in India. On the 
afternoon of Jan. 7 Bro. Hughes spoke in the 
chapel to Sunday School scholars from South­
east and Central. Meetings have been well at­
tended over the holiday· period. 

Northcote.-Services on Dec. 31 were con­
ducted by visiting N.S.W. brethren, Bro. F. T. 
Morgan, of Sydney, being the morning speaker, 
and· Bro. G. Newell, of lnvercll church, delivered 
a- powerful gospel message entitled, "God's 
Christmas Presents." Bro. W. W. Saunders 
conducted both meetings on Jan: 7. Sister Vera 
Sutherland, Bren. J. Wilson and A. Bryan have 
been added to the church by faith and baptism. 

Middle Park.-Christmas cheer was distributed 
on Dec. 23. At the conclusion of Bro. Westwood's 
gospel address on . Dec. 24, a married lady made 
the good confession and was baptised on Dec. 31. 
A special service at 11 a.m. on Christmas Day • I 

STEWARDSHIP. 
Steward 1-·and not possesso!'-of the wealth 

intrusted to me. 
What, were God himself the holder, would his 

disposition be? 
This I ask myself each morning, every noon, and 

every night 
As I view his gentle goodness with an ever new 

delight, 
S{eward only-never ownel'-of the .time that 

he has lent, . 
How, were he my life's custodian, would my 

years on earth be spent. . 
Thus I ask mysel( each hour, as I plod my 

pilgrim way 
Steeped in gratefulest amazement at his mercy, 

day by day. : 
Steward only-not possessol'-of the part of him 

that's I, · , 
Clearer grows this truth, and deal'er, as the years 

' go slipping by. 
May I softly go, and humbly, head· and heart in 

reverence bent, 
'Ihat I may not fear to show him how my 

stewardship was spent.' 
-Strickland Gillilan in "World Call." 

and a watchnight service at 11.30 p.m. on Dec. 31 
were held for the first time. Both were well 
attended, and very successful. · Bro. Westwood 
delivered fine --addresses ·on Jan: 7. A male 
quartette by Bren. Aonear,. Brooker, Meyer and 
Ritchie was enjoyed at the gospel service. The 
sympathy of the church is extended ·to Sister 
Fisher, ahd family, in the sudden loss by acci-
dent of her youngest son. . 1 

Malvern-Caulfield.-Bright, well-attended ser­
vices were held on Dec. 17. In .the evening a 
"white gifts" service was held, and 160 toys were 
received. Choral Items included quartette and 
carols by choir. Excellent address by Bro. Cnldl­
coat (Qld.) on morning of Dec. 24. Bro. Rose 
is recovering after sickness. Nine families were 
helped with . Christmas parcels.• i{eilh Gilbert 
won a lllelbourne Grammar School scholarship 
which will entitle him to tuition until his uni­
versity days. Ernie Clark and Ralph Pickford, 
won prizes at Scotch College 'in connection with· 
Scripture examinations. Recent home mission · 
offering was the best since 1927.' Improved at-' 
tendances on Jan. 7. Visitors included Bro. nod ' 
Sister Eric Parry, bf Granville, 'N.S.W. 

Western · Australia. 
Maylandll.- Christmas services were well at- · 

tended. One was received into fellowship. A 
party of young people enjoyed carol singing. 
Good setvices on Dec. 31. Bro. L. Park exhorted 

. in the morning, and after the address by Bro. ....... . ...... , - ' • -· ., __ _ ,. - j · -
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Thomson at night on "The Closing of the Book," 
a man made the good confession. A watch-night 
service was held. 

Fremantle . .:....A combined district Christian En­
deavor rally al the chapel was a magnificent 
meeting. Three young people responded to the 
invitation of R. Raymond, after an address on 
"The Two Ways." The district president, Mr. 
Lunn, was in the chair. Combined Endeavor 
societies of Frcmantle church held anniversary 
services early in December. A feature of the 
Wednesday evening gathering was the high tone 
of the items, some of which were locally written 
and deserving of high praise. Recently_ four 
young people have made the good confession, 
and two have been baptised. On Dec. 15 the 
sisters' Dorcas · society held a closing social to 
their year's work, when proceeds of "talent 
scheme" to raise money for new lighting were 
brought in; the total obtained was £17/lQ/-. Bro, 
J. W. Black was a welcome guest on this evening, 
and gave an inspiring address as a farewell mes­
sage to the West. A local church paper, •''The 
Helping Hand," promises to_ be helpful to church 
and community. 

SOME RECENT MISSIONARY PUBLICATIONS. 
"Forty Years for Labrador," Sir Wilfred Gren­

fell, 17/6; "Blazing Trails in Bantu-land," Dugald, 
Campbell, 5/3; "Our Seal"-Being the Witness 
of the China Inland Mission to the Faithfulness 
of God, Ma rshall Broomhall, 3/6; "Gold Cord," 
Amy Carmichael, 10/6 ; "Valianf in Fight"- Life 
Stories of Mighty Men, 3/-. · 

SOME GOOD .BLOCK CALENDARS STILL 
AVAILABLE, including the "Daily Light;" at 1/ 6 
each, 15/ - doz. 

. Inspection Invited. 

KESWICK BOOK DEPOT 
315-17 Colli-ne Street, · Melbo~me. 

.. MARRIAGE. · .. 
EDWARDS-MACALLISTER . (Silver Wedding). 

-On Jan. 13, 1909, at Church of Christ, Latrobe­
ter., Geelong, by _ H. G. Harward, Theodore, 
second son of _the late .Jlfr: a11d ,¥rs. Thomas 
Edward~, to Elsie May, youngest daughter of 
the late l\fr. and Mrs. Duncan Macallister. Pre­
sent addr.ess, '.'Onehunga," Sturt-s~~ Glenelg, S.A. 

DEATH. 
WENK- On Dec: 28, at the residence o( her 

so~, at Wagga Wagga, N.S.W., Margaret Catherine, 
rehct of the late F. H. Wenk, of Fitzroy, Vic., 
aged 88' years. · "Peace; perfect ·peace." 

... , • r 'IN MEMORIAM. · 
· BUCKINGHAM.'-lh · sacred · memory of our 

dearty· loved eldest son, Edward Marcel (Ted), 
who. departed this life Jan. 11; 1933, aged 22 years 
10 months. Late. Malakoff-st., East St. Kilda. 

Not now; but in ~he coming years-· 
It may be in the better land-
We'll read the meaning of our' tea~s. 

' • . And there, sometime, we'll understand . . 
-Sa~ly missed by .bis sorrowing parents, . bro-
thers and sisters, 40 Emma-st., Caulfield. __ 

WANTED. 
Young girl. 15 to 16 .years, to assist in busi­

ness . . Apply to J\lr. W. H. Clay, Social Service 
Dept., Selby House (6th Floor), 318 · Flinders­
Janc, Melbourne. 

SITUATIONS WANTED. 
Three youqg men of our· churches, having com­

pleted three months' training at the · Forestry 
Camp at N oojee, under government direction ' 

. are now open for engagement with dairy, mixed 
or wheat farmers. The Employment Council has 
given them flfat-elass references both with :re­
gard to their general charactel' and ability. Ap­
pllc11tlons should .be· made · through the Social 
Service Dept,, 818 Flinders-lane, . Melbourne • 
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Obituary. 

HOHNE.-On Dec. 15, at her residence at 
Geeveston, Tas., Sister Mrs. H. Hahne received 
the home-call after a long a painful illness. Her 
husband predeceased her in 1925. She was 
a member of Gcevcston church for a number of 
years, hut of late was unable to attend. She 
leaves two daughters and a number of relatives 
to mourn their loss, and we commend them to 
him who has gone to prepare a place for all 
those who love him, and who said, "I am the re­
surrection and the life; he that believe th in me 
shall never die." After a short service at the 
church at Hobart, the body was laid to rest in 
the Carnelian Cemetery, the writer conducting 
the scrvice.-J. K. Martin. 

SHARP.- Aftcr a short illness Bro. Fred. Sharp, 
at the age of 76 years, passed away to be with 
his Lord on Dec. 23. In the early days of the 
establishing of the work at Geeveston, Tas., he 
played a great part and did a good deal of the 
speaking for the brethren there. In 1913 he re­
moved to Hobart, where he was employed as 
gate-keeper at the public hospital for seventeen 
years, from which position he retired a few years 
ago. On the following day U1e funeral was held 
at Carnelian Bay Cemetery after a short service 
?,t the house conducted by the writer. May we, 
and those who arc left to mourn, be animated by 
his faith, expressed in the words which he con­
veyed to us a few days before he passed away: 
"In thee, 0 Lord, do I put my trust." To llis 
wife, sons and daughter, and all relatives, we ex­
tend sympathy in the name of him who came to 
bind up the broken-hearted.-J. JC Martin. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
[The editor is not responsible for the views 

of his correspondents.] 

WHY CHRISTMAS? 
Christmas has come and gone. Let us sit 

down and consider what it is, and why. 
From the moment we came under the guidance 

of the fundamental principles of our movement 
towards Christian unity and primitive truth, 
this became the test of all our belicfs-"Where 
the · Bible speaks we speak, where it is silent we 
are silent." . 

Everything that could not stand test had to 
be jettisoned, while other beliefs and practices 
of which the Bible did speak had to be adopted. 
For example, the Bible says nothing of either a 
first day or a seventh day sabbath, for the 
Gentile world, Christ being the end of the law 
in that respect. 

· The New Testament says nothing about in­
fant "rantisin," but a great deal about believer' s 
baptism. It speaks of a weekly participation in 
the Lord's supper, but nothing about fasts and 
feasts, incense and ceremonials; therefore the 
first is a permanent institution in the church, 
while the rest of the list is not of Christ. 

The church of the dark ages departed sadly 
fr.om its Lord's decrees, and borrowed from the 
heathen world such ceremonies and feasts as 
would, they thought, make the new religion at­
tractive and awe inspiring. The heathen world 
had a purgatory, so must \he Christian church. 
The heathen world in the west employed the 
darkest hours of the year in revelry to welcome 
the lengthening of the day; so must the Chris­
tian church. The church taught of a man God 
born into the world. Why not use the heathen 
season of revelry to honor the Christ. 

Although December 25 is one of the least 
likely dates for the birth of our , Saviour, in 
spite of the improbability it was chosen because _ 
it happened to suit. 

The absolute silence of the Scriptures regard­
ing any such memorial feast and the warning 
of the apostle in Gal. 4: 10 against the observ­
nncc of "days and months and times" should be 
sufficient to deter any conscientious Christian 
from the ohse.rvaocc of this ceremonial. 

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN. 

In support of the "Christ mass," the heathen 
yule log and Father Christmas, all kinds of 
"dope" is applied publicly and privately to the 
conscience-the heauty -of remembering the birth 
of Christ by giving presents, the advantage of 
calling the world's attentjon to our Christ, t~e 
family reunions, the memories that surround it, 
are all beside the mark. We can glorify Christ 
and remember his birth without combining 
Christianity with heathen practice. We can 
have family reunions without sacrificing our 
plea. Time was when the Presbyterian church 
looked askance at the observance of Christmas. 
Our early British brethren do not appear to 
have countenanced it. The drift of the times 
pulls up our anchor and we drift with the times. 

If the thing is right, let us do it with all our 
might, but if of worldly origin Jet us drop it. 
Let us drop, too, the practice of stuffing the 
minds of the little ones with fabulous lies. It 
was recently reported that a child endeavored 
to get up a chimney to look for "Father Christ­
mas" and was badly burnt. This is nothing to 
t.he searing of the mind of the little one, when 
he finds out his parents have told him barefaced 
falsehoods about the movements of this mysteri-
ous individual. · 

Enough is said to lead to thought; let us think. 
-Alan Price. 

SUGGESTED DAILY READINGS. 
The following reading lessons are suggested 

for daily use among our people. Each week of 
readings leads up to the topic of the coming 
Lord's day. 

TOPIC FOR JAN, 21, 
"Saving Truth Witl1in." 

Jan. 15-Psalm 25. 
16-Psalm 40: 1-11. 
17-1 Peter I. 

,. 18-John I: 1-17. 
19-Rom. 14: 1-17. 

,. :io-:-2 Cor. 5: 14-21. 
Jan. 21.-O.T., Psalm 19; N.T., Rom. 2: 17-29. 

TOPIC FOR JAN. 28, 
"Self-righteousness.'' 

Jan. 22-Deut. 9: 1-6. 
23-Job 35. 
24-Prov. 20 : 5-15. 
25---Matt. 7: 15-23. 

,. 26-Matt. 23: 23-31. 
,. 27-Luke 18: 9-14. 

.Jan. 28.-O.T., Lev. 26: 1-13; N.T., Rom. 3: 1-18. 

TOPIC FOR FEB. 4, 

"Justified in Christ." 

.Tan. 29- Psalm 103. 
30---Isa. 55. 
31-Psalm 111. 

Feb. l ~ Lukc 7: 36-50. 
' 2-Hcb. 9 : 11-28. 

,. · 3-Eph. 3. 
Feb. 4.-O.T., Isa. 61; N.T., Rom. 3: 19-31. 

January I I, 1934. 

lvl1e C!Inllege nf t11e iible 

The Boord of Management desires t o acknow­
ledge, with thanks, the receipt of the following 
contributions during December, 1933:-

Churches. 

Victoria.-Ultima, 14/-; Boronia, £2/ 16/ 6; 
Moreland. £7/ 4/ 4; Wedderburn, £1/ 3/ 6; Bent­
Jeigh, 18/ 6; Thornbury (add.), 12/ 3; Coburg, 
7/ -; Geelong, 14/1; Preston, £213/3; North Rich­
mond, £3/ 10/-; Warracknabeal, £1 / 13/ -; St. 
J{i]da, 12/ -; South Melbourne, £! / ! / - ; Ararat 
(add.), 10/ -; Yarrawonga, 15/ 9; Essendon (add.), 
7/ -; Drummond, £1; Emerald (add.), £2. 

N.S. Wnles.-Marrickville, £1; Burwood, D.E., 
£3/ 1/ 1; Belmore, 19/ 9; Lane Cove, 8/ -; Pens­
hurst, 2/ -; Auburn North, 3/ 6; Dumbleton, 6d. 

Sth. Australia.-Butler, 7 / 6; Semaphore, 
£1/ 1/ 4; Bordertown, £3; Munclalla, £12/ 18/ -; 
Wallaroo, 3/ 6; York, 17/ 2; Cowandilla, 15/ - ; 
Maylands, D.\,., and part A.O., £1 / 6/ 11; Light 
Gardens, 7 / 9. 

West. Australia.-Cottesloe, 13/-; l{algoorlie, 
£7/17/ 6. 

Queensland.-Brisbane, £1/ 10/ -; 
9/ -; East Ipswich, £3/ 1/ 6; Ma 
£2/ 10/ -; Zillmere, 10/ -. 

Special Contributions. 

Townsville, 
Ma Creek, 

Victorian \Vomen's 
Fete, £1 / 14/ 6; 10/ -. 
Library Fund, £6/ 8/ -. 

Conference, a/ c Garden 
Connibcrc Trust, Vic., 

I 

Young People's Organisations. 

' victoria.-Bayswater 'Bible Class, 5/ - ; Gardiner 
P.B.P., £1. 

Individual Contributions. 

Vicloria.-~lrs. llfcCusker, 2/ 6; Miss- -M. 
MeCusker, 2/ 6; Mrs. J. Collins, 5/ - ; -<G. Flynn, 
2/ 6; R. Baker, 2/ 6; Mrs. E. F. Oliver, 5/ -; "A.C.," 
£1; j\fiss D. Young, 10/ - ; Mrs. L. Brehaut, 2/ 6; 
Miss E. Timmins, 2/6; Miss Ill. Mciver, 5/ -; F. ,J. 
L. Abernethy, 10/ -; Mrs. M. Keilow, 5/-; Miss 
F. Creliin, 5/-; Mrs. A. S. Crellin, 5/ -; Mrs. A. 
McKinnon, 2/ 6; Mrs. C. F. Tovey, 2/ - ; 
R. McDonald, 5/ -; R. Lyall (Special), £1/ 15/ -; 
T. W. Smith, 10/6; Owens & Dixon, £3/ 3/ -. 

N.S. Wales.-A. P. Bartrim, £1; Mrs. M. A'. 
Coltec, £1/ 0/6; A. M. H. Larsen, 10/ -; Mrs. 
Bakey, 2/ 6; Miss G. A. Brighty, 5/ -. 

BIRTHDAY PRESENTS.-Thc better bound 
copies of the Churches of Christ Hymn Ilook 
are excellent for presentation. The qualities are: 

South Australia.-E. J . Buckley, £1; L. E. 
Verco, £2; Mrs. W. P . lllcPharlin, 10/ - ; C. H. 
Buder, 10/ -; J . Samels, 2/ 3. 

Hexine, 6/ -; Roan, 7/ 9; Morocco, 10/-. Postage, 
3d. book extra in Australia; 4d. to N.Z. Gilt 
Lettering: 2 initials, 1/9; 3, 2/-. Short name, 
2/3; long, 2/6. 

'Phone: X 3717 (All Bnure) 

BROUGH·S fhORllh STUDIO 
70 CHURCH ST., MIDDLE BRIGHTON. 

Winners Royal Horticultural Society's Cup 
for Floral Work three ' times in succession. 

BRIDAL BOUQUETS, POSIES, 
BASKETS, Etc. 

Funeral Designs at Shortest Noti<:_e. 

MOTOR DELIVERIES TO ALL SUBURBS. 

West. Australia.-Miss E. Leeson, £1 ; Miss A. 
Boston, 5/ -; Mr. and i\lrs. A. G. Ottrey, £! / ! / -; 
E. L. Berry, £1; Mr. and Mrs. A. E . Whisson, 
£2/ 5/ -. 

Queensland.- Mrs. F. E. Steffan, 5/ -; R. H. 
Bothcrill, 3/ -; W. H. G. Alcorn, 5/ -; Mrs. K. 
Deoheritz, 2/ 6; Miss V. M. Cole, £1; 1\1. McIntyre, 
£2/ 2/ -; A. H. Horne, 4/ -; E. Berthelsen, 10/ -. 

New Zealand.- "Grateful Ex-Student," 10/ -. 

Fttrther contributions are invited, and arc 
, needed, to continue the good work of the College. 

W. C. Craigie, Hon. Treasurer. 
Fred. T. Saunders, Sec. & Org. 
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Private Funeral Parlors LE PINE & SON llfuneral ilirertnr• 
SURREY HILLS RICHMOND CAMBERWELL CANTERBURY HAWTHORN 

Miss M. E. Pittman, <J:.i'!:i:,•;l: .. > 

lllrad1n nf &tnglng 
•Btm1twood," Aloe .. 

1'7 H..mp1011 Street, 
Hampton, S. 7 

Lnoa~ 
OuUllan °'8JNil. 

l'ladlatora Repaln,l. New Cena. 

MOTOR RADIATOR'Mfs. Co. 
Cent. 1711. HI LATROB• n. lml& 

MOTZOS UNLEAVENED BREAD 
FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER 

1/3 lb. Poatqe Eztra. 
A■lltral C.., Ill, UI EUuNtla....., Mel._ 

W. J. Aird r:: 
The RELIABLE OPTICIAN 

HAS REMOVED TO 
ALYSON'S BUILDING, 

ht FLOOR, 

Cor. Collins & Elizabeth Sts., 
Phon~ 6937 J-1 oppoaffe formu locatioa. Melb. 

FOR SOFT WHITE HANDS 
USE 

Owen's Gipsy Balm 
Secure a bottle before Winter 

and prevent the 

SKIN GETTING ROUGH AND 
CHAPPED 

GIPSY BALM 
Will also remove Stains on HANDS 

incidental to household duties 

· Price, 1 /3 & 2/3, post 6d. 1xtr1 

Prepared only b1 

EDWD G OWEN Chemist.and 
• , , Druggut 

102 COLLINS ST., MELBOURNE. 
- PJIONE' 2087 -

The Union Plea of Churches of Christ. 
(Continued from page 20.) 

The union plea of churches of Christ em­
phasises therefore the ' necessity of the cultiva­
tion of the spirit of unity among all Christians, 
so that from that unity wlll come visible union. 
With the Spirit of Christ pervading all we can 
approach the question of a possible basis of 
union. Catching the spirit of unity, we approach 
this great question in the spirit manifest In 
Peter Ainslee's words: "Sectarianism must be 
abolished,. Henceforth let no man glory In his 
denomination; that Is sectarianism; but let all 
men glory In Christ and practise brotherhood 
with men; that is Christianity." 

(To be continued.) 

An Indian Outpost. 
(Continued from page 21.) 

On the outskirts of that very lonely village, 
in a bungalow belonging to the rail way, I 
found an elderly ruddy-faced Englishman and 
his gracious Anglo-Indian wife. He Is a con­
tractor for repairs of roads, houses, etc. 'l'hey 
belong to the Church of England, and are In­
terested in religious matters, and readers of re­
ligious literature. Their nearest English neigh­
bors are eighteen miles away. 

I had a meal with the Christian daroga, a 
tall slim young man belonging to the Church of 
England, living with his young wife and child 
in comfortable police quarters. A couple of 
generations back his people were poor Illiterate 
rustics obsessed with the fear of devils, and 
despised as outcastes by both Hindus and 
Mahommedans. To-day, thanks to missions, 
he is the most respected and feared official in 
the district, and may rise to any heights in the 
service. 

There are a dozen Lutheran families in and 
around this place who have taken up land 
here since our work was started. Their denomi­
national prejudices prevent them from jolnjng 
with us, and they hold their own separate ser­
vice on Sunday, so the heathen have the edify­
ing spectacle before them of two sorts of Chris­
tians, th e differences between whom t hey can­
not be expected to discern. Pray, dear friends, 
for the peace of Jerusalem. 

That Little Job 
~ of 

PRINTING 
It may seem lo you loo much trouble 

lo place a small order with us, but we 
shall be glad lo have ii, and lo do a 
good job al as low a price as is con­
sistent with careful workmanship and 
presentable material. 

Instructions by 'fhone will be given 
prompt attention.. i you are loo -busy 
to write or call ; and delivery can be 

made lo any address. ! 
Austral Printing & Publishing Co. Ltd., 

528, 530 'Elizabe~h- ~t~, _i~c~~o~:~c: ~:~ _ 

Australian Christian 
Publiahed Weekly by 

Austral Printing & Publishing Co. Ltd. 
628, 530 Elizabeth St., Melbourne, 

Victoria. Auatralia. 

Phone, F 2524. 

Editor: A . R. Main, M.A. 

All Communication• lo Ahooe AJJ,eu. 

SUBSCRlPTION-Throuah Church Asent, 9/- year, 
Po•ted Direct, IO 6. Foreign, l 4/-. Chequea. 
money order,, etc., to D. E. PITTMAN, Mgr. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS-Send Old and New Addreoo 
a week prcviou■ to date of de,ired chanrie, 

DISCONTINUANCE-Paper •ent tiH De6nite Notice 
of Di•continuance Received. 

A.DVERTlSEMENTS ·-Marriaae•. Birth-. Deatba. 
MemoriaJ•. Ber,.avement Notice9, 2/- (ope verae 
allowed in Death• and Memorial•). Comins 
Eventa, 16 word•. 6d., every additional 12 word•, 
6d. Wanted, For Sale. T o Let and Similar Ad,., 
2.f word,. 11-: ~very additional 12 word.a, 6d. 

Othe r Ad•ertisin11 Rate• on Application. 

PREACHER.S' PR.OVIDENT FUND. 
With which is incorporated the Aged and lnllrm 

Evangelists• Trust. 

Established by the Federal Conference of the 
Churches of Christ in Australia. 

Members of Committee: H. Belz, A. Morris. 
T. E. Rofe, L. nossell, F. S. Steer, J. Stimson 
and W. H. Hall (Hon. Seely. and Treasurer). 

nepresentative in Victoria: A. R. Lyall, noyal 
Park, Melbourne. 

R~presentative in South Australia: General 
S. Price Weir, 2nd Avenue, East Adelaide. 

nepresentativc in Western Australia: I), M. 
Wilson, 33 Carr-st., Perth. 

The Objects of the Fund are: 
lst. To assist fi nancially Aged and Infirm and 

Retired Preachers. 
2nd. To control and manage an Endowment 

Fnnd to which Preachers may contribute; 
In order to do tNis effectively, the Committee 

needs the practical sympathy and support of all 
tl!c churches and brethren throughout the Com­
monwealth. 

Please forward contributions to W. H. Hall, 
113 Pitt-st., Sydney, N.S.W., making money 
orders and postal notes payable at G.P.O., 
Sydney, Contributions may also he sent to 
A. R. Lyall, S. Price Weir and D. M. Wilson. 

A Sympathetic and Efficient 
Understanding, achieved by 
Long Years of Experience. 

We would appreciate an opportunity to 
serve you when In need of a competent 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

LEWIS - - Uuhertaher 
· PHONES: J 1066, J.W.1579 and 3029. 



LYALL & SONS~~: 
39·51 Leveson St., North Melbourne · 
1-5 Victoria Market, Melbourne, C.1 

CASH CHAFF, HAY, GRAIN, PRODUCE, and 
. HARDWARE MERCHANTS 

Exporters or , Pressed Hay, Chai, and Colonial Produce 
Seed Oal and Grain Speclallst1-Graaa, 

Clover and Other Seeds. 
All kinds of Poultry Feed and Meals aupplled. 

Manufacturers of •Excello" Chicken Feed, 
· Laying Mash, and Calf Food. · 

HARDWARE LINES:-
Ga_lvanized Ir~:m, Spouting, and Ridging. Fencing 
Wire, Galvamzed, ·Black, Baling & Barbed Wire 
Wire Netting, Chicken Netting, and all other size■'. 

Galvanized Water Piping and Fittings. 
Cyclone Gates and Fencing Supplied. 

We stock and can supply everything required fer 
the Poultry Yard and the Farm. 

For Se"ice, for Qualit,,, LYALL'S 
for Price, b7 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICE. 
VICTORIA. 

Selby House (6th Floor), 
SIS Flinders Lane, Melbourne, C.l. · 

'Phone, M 3083. 
Parcels to Churches of Christ Mission, Flinders­

sl., Melbourne, free on Railways. Ask for labels. 
Railways supply "Perishable" labels, to ensure 
urgent delivery of perishable goods. 

Donations in cash or kind are earnestly invited. 
Please address all correspondence to­

WILL. H. CLAY, Sec. and Supt. 

J. FERG~USON . & SON 
J. f._ E. J. c.a ... 

Jf untral llirtrtnr.11 
712 HIGH ST., THORNBURY 

P"-jW30J7 
140 Johmtoa St., Colliqwooli 

Pl,oa.,J.f914 
ON..._.-.1ec1 ... u ........ -s..... 

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN. 

USE 

Aostrtllu PAULINE lade -. 

Reliable Paper Pattetns 
Per Slmpllclt7, lleonom7 u• A-raq. 

Be Yo■r ,..,.. Dreumaker. 
TbN Patt•""' are tnl7 

•.t Mother's Bel,." 
Wrtte fw Catalop-. , ... ,._ fr ... 

PA OLINE ·Reliable Patterns r~~: 
195c Smith St, Fitzroy, VI!=. 

Agenta Wanted-
Coqntry Towna and All States, al10 N .Z. 
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Thoughi for the Week. I 
NO church is small 

that has a living 
Lord m it. 

-Dr. J, D. Jones. 

TYPEWRITING. 

! 
i 
§ 

I 
I 
] 

Typewriting. 
Duplicating. 

Miss Minnie Mitchell, 
SI Queen St., 

Melbourne, C.1. Tel. F 6433. 

A Home for Neglected, Orphan and HOME PHONE: 

wx 1558 F atherleas Boys. 

January II , 1934. 

LEARN BY· POST 
(Pittman's Correspondence Courses.) 

The subjects ari, Preaching, Speaking, Bible 
Study, Bible Analysis, Bible Doctrine, Church 
History, Christipn Evidences, Grammar and Com­
position Teacher Training, Elocution, Church 
Etllciendy (for Presidents, Officers, Secretaries 
and Treasurers), Paul's Life nod Work. Women 
of the Bibi• Terms : £2/ 2/ - per Quarter. 

These lessons help towards efficiency in ser­
vice; which should be the aim of all. 
Enrol me as a Student in } 
Send Particulars re Course· .. .. · · · · 

Name.. .... ... ........ Address . . . . . .. . .. .. .. .. 
Fill In above, and post to 

J. C. F. PITTMAN, 
90 Athelstan-rcL, Cam berwell, E.6. 
(Eoclose~ d. Stamp for postage.) 

r,tESSAGES FROM THE WORD. 

-· !.ly ' A. ~ - MAIN, M.A. 
.Price, 2:t- ; 2/ 3 posted. 

AUSTRAL P R;NTING & PUBLISHING CO., 
528-5~ ABETH ST., MELBOURNE. 

Alfred Millis & Sons Pty. Ltd. 
Whole.ale Fruit Merchants 

Reelstered Office : 43.8 Queen St., Melb. 
Phone F1862 

Alao Queen Victoria Wholcale Marketa. 

~E3E3E3E3E3E3E3E3-~E3E3E3E3~ 

TAILOR.ING m 
LAD~' OR GENTS' 

. · Our New · Price3 Suit 
Reduced Income3 

CRAIGIE & · CO. m ~ m 
rn 265 LfITLE coLLINs sTREIIT m 
1\1.,. Pom doon &om S.aaeloe SI. · JI 
~E3E3E3E3E3E3ElE3E3E3E3E3~~ 

No ~eally Destitute Boy . Refused. 
FOUNDED 1895. INCORPORATED 1909. 

lBurwoo~ l3o}2s' lbome 
Contribution• can be sent to the T reaourer, Membera of the Committee, or Auetral Co. Reference can be made lo the Committee and Officers. 

Of all the work in which Chriitian■ can engage, thi1 ia the moet encouraging and reproductive. You 10w to-dl!Y, and to-morrow you reap the harveet. 
· Readera enrywhere are aaked to aHiot the great work of aavina the boy•. 

OFFICE BEARERS: COMMITT EE : 
PRESIDENT: HON ARCHITECT.: HON. CHEMIST : Mrs. R. C. Edwards, Misses Alt, 

Mr. R. Campbell Edwards. Mr. Chas. H. Hoskin. Landman, M. McAlister, Smedley. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS. ·. Mr. Cathcart, Surrey H ills. ·Messrs D S Abraham Cr J K 

. HON. AUDITORS : . . . ' . . . 
Mr. W. C. Craigie. CA HON. DENTIST : Archer, J.P., W. Cust, ·Will. H . 
Mr. A. Cromie. • . Messrs. Hooke & Graham, • •• Mr. T. M. Ward, Surrey Hills. Clay, J.P., R. D. Edwards, C. Ed-

HON . . TREASURER: HON. CHAPLAIN : . wards, Dr. W . A. Kemp (Life 
Mr. I.. E. Stevens, B.Met.E. • HMOND. SSOLAICbIThOR: Governor) , R. T . Mor ris. Geo. L. 

Mr. John Hunter, '1 w R F u J-I J 
P II S B I E 8. HON P HYSICIA1\T r. . . ra am, ., urray, . . . m acrow. . . . 

IO evere t., a wyn, • · · : Temple Court Bldg., 422-8 Coll ins-st. p tt M A E R S ·R II 
'Phone, W 3040. Dr. W. A. Kemp, 'Phone, .WX 2415. a erson, · ·• · · · ya , 

HO
N. OPTICIAN : ST OCK EXPERT : B.E.E., F. T . Saunders, W. J . A. 

ORGANISING SECRETARY: M L H t H th Smith, Thos. W. Smith. 
Mr. · A. E. Knight. Mr. W. J. Aird. r. · un er, aw orn. Minute Secretary : Miss Landman. 

All Correspondence to be addressed The Secretary, Burwood Boys' Home, 1 Queen St, Melbourne, C 1. c~~~:i1e 

Printed nnd Published by tho Austral Print ing and Publishing Company Ltd., 528, 530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne, Victoria, Australia. 
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