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institutions failing, evangelistic work
nearly at a standstill, Christian aggres-
sion little more than a form, and god-
liness more in form than in power,
because religious professors are wasting
God’s precious time and their own
opportunities for service, in self-ease,
in pleasure, in worldly gain, in any-
thing but work for souls, and for the
kingdom of grace. :

The devil is well satisfied with the
present state of Christian inactivity—
it gives him a rest—mo fear of his
power coming to an end under such
conditions. 3

‘When the Master comes, as He will
come, suddenly to His people, it will
be too late to regret that so small a
use has been made of the precious
privilege of labor for Him. Let us all
use that privilege now— Lord, what

_ wilt Thou have me to do?”

JorN THoMAS.

Ovr BURDEN-BEARER.
January 3lst.
“Thou art my help and my deliverer.’—
Psalm 40: 17.

How often do God’s people bring a
burden on themselves by anticipating
trials. They look forward and a faith-
less imagination brings sad pictures
from coming days. As possible cala-
mity looms on the vision, the cry

_ goes up, “How shall I ever bear this

burden ?”

But why anticipate what may never
come ? Why take thought for the mor-
row when God has expressly forbidden
it ?

But another thought surely may
find a place in your heart. Why should
you bear the burden, even if it comes ?
Has not God promised to be your
helper and your deliverer? Whatever
trouble comes, be assured you will not
bear it alone. If the cross is laid on
your shoulders, He who once sank
beneath the load of his own cross,
will take the heavy end of yours.

And indeed it is true all through
life, the shadows of troubles are
mostly heavier than the troubles them-
selves. They who will take thought
for the morrow, who will not leave the
cares of the morrow to God, must bear
the burden of their disobedience; but

if we will let God help us, He will | »m“(']‘ upon time or eire
' ‘upon the trial of our in

assuredly deliver us when the hour of
trial comes. “Thou art my help and
my deliverer.” G- Pasco.
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Purity, PeACE, UNITY, LOVE, POWER.

The wisdom that is from above is first pure,
" then peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated,
full of mercy and good fruits, without parti-
ality, and without hypocrisy.—JAMES 3 :17.

A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

—_——————

gk UCH will be the greetings
t exchanged at the season
when our present writing
will reach our readers. We
heartily join them and wish
all our readers
“A Harpy New YEAr!”
A New Year! but where is the old
one? Gone, mingled with the ocean
of the past. The sprightly new year
breaks upon us with its ringing laugh
and jovial smile ; but, alas, it too will
grow old and fade away as all its pre-
decessors have donme. Happiness !
What is that? Is it in the years—
new or old? Oh, no; happiness is
not the product of time—past, present,
or to come. It is dependent not so

umatance’

divig
acter. The world is evep cryi:;ﬂ ﬁh::'
» Who

will show u‘s good,_” and the gop, :
ever of the “good time Coming,”
it is‘not a question of time. Bu
has been time enough in '
for the fair blossoms of h
reach perfection, if time
was needed ; but it is not, -
in this life nor the life to comf:til;r
mere idea of time a primary factor o
the sum total of human happinegm
‘What are we? is a far more importa:t'
question than Where are we ? What
will the new year make us? is jpg.
nitely more interesting than the ques.
tion What will it bring us? ¢
bring us time ; how shall we yge it?
It will bring us trial; how shall yg
endure ? It will bring pleasure, hoy
shall we enjoy, so as to use withoyt
abusing. It will bring sorrow ang
disappointment ; how shall we bear g
as to profit by the experience which
these things give us. Upon the right
answers to these and other kindred
questions, our happiness will largel
rest. As “man’s life consisteth not in
the abundance of things which he pos-
sesseth,” so his happiness is not de-
pendent upon the number (few or
many) of the days of his earthly pil-
grimage.

Our connection with Christ the life,
and our assimilation to Him, is the

()
Past ygam
APPpinesg ¢,
were all thyy

all-important question which will gild

the future with the happy golden light
from the orient. 4
Henry Drummond says :—
“Setting aside everything else in
religion, everything adventitious, local,
and provisional ; dissecting it to the
bone and marrow, we find this—a cor-
respondency which can ‘never break
with an environment which can never
change, IHere is a relationship estab-
lished with eternity. The passing.
years lay no limiting hand upon it
Corruption hinders it not. It survives
death. TIt, and it only, will s‘tret_ch :
beyond the grave and be found invio:

late—
“When the moon is old,
And the stars are cold, :
“And the books of the judgment daJ
unfold.”
“The misgivings which will creep
sometimes over the brightest faith D&%
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and the chosen day of Christian wor-
ship. But, so far as I know, not
until the Counecil of Macon, A p. 585,
have we any hint of a transfer of the
sacred rest from the seventh to the
first day, or of obligation to keep the
Lord’s Day on the ground of the
Fourth Commandment. Very inter-
eeting is Augustine’s note on Psalm
xci. 1, where he contrasts the Jews’
Sabbath, which he says thez waste in
bodily idleness, with the Christians’
inward rest, which he calls the Sab-
bath of the heart. The whole note
makes us almost certain that he did
not look upon the Lord’s Day as a
Christian counterpart of the Jewish
Sabbath. Equally interesting is a
treatise of doubtful authorship and
date on The Sabbath and Circumcision
attributed to Athanasius, in which,
although the Lord’s Day is not called
a Sabbath or placed in any relation to
the Fourth Commandment, it is never-
theless shown to stand in -close re-
lation to the Jewish Sabbath. The
first Christian Emperor, Constantine,
declared in A p. 821, that all judges

and people residing in cities rest from

work, permitting on Sunday only ag-
riculture. He thus recognised pub-
licly the Day of Rest as a Christian
institution.

But neither imperial decrees, nor a
commandment of the ancient Law of
God, nor tradition of the early Church,
are needed by those who have experi-
enced the great and various benefit
of the rest and leisure of the Lord’s
Day. The greatness of the benefit
is to them abundant and irresistible

roof of the Divine origin and author-
ity of the Christian Day of Rest.
Josepn AGAr BEET.
(Author of Commentary of Galatians, dc.)

The Querist.

QUERY.

‘Would you please give your explan-
ation of the following su{ject, which
came up at our bible class. A brother
contends that the age of miracles is
not passed, he believes that it is only
our lack of faith that prevents us
from doing the same miracles that the
apostles did. I believe that miracles
were confined to the apostolicage. He
cites the following escripture in his
favour Mark 16: 17, 18; 1 Cor. 12: 28,
30.

ANSWER.

We know of no authenticated case
of anything that can properly be called
a miracle performed by anyone since
the days of the apostles, yet there

have been, and still are thousands of
men of wondrous faith in the wor

whom God has honored, and is still
honoring ; for instance, M}'. Muelle}‘,
of Bristol. We do not think that it
is want of faith, but want of power,
that is lacking. A ireat miracle
worker is spoken of in the Revelation
as one day to be revealed, but unfor-
tunately he is likely to use his power
for a very bad purpose. The scrip-
tures quoted have no application to
the question, they had their applica-
tion and fulfilment in the upo.stohc
age. Read 1 Cor. 13th chap., 1t ex-
plains, chap. 12, “ Now abideth fﬂlﬂil,
hope, love, the greatest of these is

love.”

«THE USES AND SOURCES OF ILLUS-
TRATION.”
A lecture delivered by F. Illingworth, under
the auspices sf the 8.8. Union of Churches
"of Christ, in Victoria.

T2 ENNYSON, in his popular poem,
2, « Enoch Arden,” says, that  Things
) seen are greater than things heard.”
258 A moment’s reflection will prove the
" trathfulness of this statement. The
human mind (as far as our limited research
has so far disclosed) is parallel with the
body which it inhabits, and controls; hence
we speak of “ mental vision” or of the * eye
of the mind.” Teaching is a mental pro-
cess, the object of which is to convey infor-
mation to, and make impressions upon the
minds of those taught. The practical
value of all teaching will depend very
much upon the vividness of the impressions
made, for no matter how important the
lesson, if it be not clearly understood and
deeply impressed, it will exercise but little
influence over the life. The truths which
we as Sunday school teachers have to
resent, are vital, They are intended to
enefit our scholars not merely in this life,
but to fit them for the higher life of the
eternal world beyond. It is important,
therefore, not only that we should teach the
truth, but also that we adopt the very best
methods of doing so. A realisation of this
fact is probably the reason why your com-
mittee has selected this subject for our con-
sideration this evening. I have been asked
to assist you in an investigation of tho uses,
and in discovering the most valuable
sources from whence illustrations may be
gathered for our Sunday school work, Let
us enquire—
First—* WHAT DO WE MEAN BY AN IL.
LUBTRATION P”’
The word comes to us from the Latin, its
root being luceo, to shine, The idea which
the word contains is that of throwing light
npon an object already in existence, but
not as yet clearly teen. It does not create,
it merely displays. But then the beauty
of the object might never impress the be-
holder if the light was not thrown upon it.
Hence the value of the light, Whatever
brings out & truth more clearly, or im-
presses it more vividly upon the mind, is an
illustration. The objact is not to supple-
ment truth, but to illuminate it, Permit
me just here to illustrate what I mean

when I say that illustrati

tended to create or evenrit:;;l'e :ﬂ not jp_
but merely to explain or impregq ent trath,
heard a Calvanistic preachep l& I oneq
Sunday school ; he was so fu]) of ;. dress o
doctrines that he was not co“lu 8pecia]
preaching them in the pulpit butmll;t With
needs teach them to the childy, ® Mg,

trying to explain effectna] c:ll;.ing :l']:.
o

understood it, and he used th;
tration. He said: “ My deg:mclri:d“ L
grace or calling of God is like g hron

chickens, If you go into a fg, Lo

| will perhaps see a hen wit,];r':.1 yard yoqy

chickens, If you listen awhile b:?d'ﬁ{

hear the hen calling cluck,
will observe the chi%kem tak"luck, but yoq

notice. This is the old hep’g
call’ By-and-bye you will hear b Vi

different call, and you will Perh.p:r 'g;vg e:

scratching up some grain, i
now all come runniug: it ithlxl:r‘:'hlckem
call;’ they know she has somethin f
them. In a little while you may .g %
large hawk flying about overhead - yone o
then hear the hen give a peculiar n;reech"'m
call, .nnd you will see the chickeng ml
running for protection under;her ontapte:dl
wings, for there is danger. Thig ig th
hen’s ‘ effectual call.” So is it with 0 g
my dear children (said the preacher) {}:{
has his common call, he is giving ble;sin
every day, and every year—sending hiy
sunshine, his rain, and his fruitful £easong,
But men take no notice. Then God gives
a special call to his elect when he gives to
them special blessings. Then God has his
effectual call. This, men cannot resist, ¢
then, you are among God's elect, you wili
one day hear his effeciual call. He will
draw you by his Holy Spirit and bring you
into his fold, where you will be for eyer
safe from the power of the wicked one.”

Now this is all very pretty, and very in-
genious, but then it throws no light upon
the subject. Yet it is what many people
speak of as an illustration. The preacher
was bolstering a theory with this fancitul
(so called) illustration, and because the
similies seemed to flt, he vainly fancied his
point was proved. In using illustrations,
therefore, we must be careful not to substi-
tute them for arguments, otherwise we

ghall only “darken counsel with words

without knowledge.”

Second—Tue USES OF ILLUSTRATIONS.
These can hardly be over-estimated. 7'ruth
is often abstract, and is therefore difficult
to apprehend, and more difficult to retain
in the mind. There is a sort of mnemoni-
cal law of mind which demands an object
to be seen by the eye of the mind in order
to mrrest and impress it. Words are
symb s of ideas, but ideas represent things.
If these can be associated with some
familiar object, the mind at once takes in

the picture and retains the idea. A good-

illustration not only appeals to the ear, it
paints a picture for the eye of the mind.

‘I'he ussfulness of this mode of conveying

truth is so evident that [ need not dwel!
upon it. Jesus, the *“ Prince of preachers,’
and the most patient of teachers constantly
adopted this method. I can produce 10
higher authority for its adoption. ' His
parables were all illustrations ; and we read
that “ Without a parable He spake no
unto the people;” not (as some read the
context) because he desired to hide tbe
truth, but because the dull apprehension 0
his hearers could not be reached in any
other way. We must ever remember that
we are teaching children, that the rang®

€ no p&rﬂculn %
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