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“PROVE ALL THINGS ; HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD."—1 THEss. 5 : 2I.
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MELBOURNE, APRIL 1, 1886.

FOUR SHILLINGS
per anpum.

Hotes of the F¥lonth.

HE Conference of 1886 is
rapidly approaching, and
from the lively interest
that is being manifested
by the various committee's,
it is evident they expect
*> ™ the coming conference to
be of greater interest than any pre-
ceding one, and they hope to have
the co-operation of all the churches
throughout the colony.

It has been decided to open the
conference at 10 o’clock a.m. on Fri-
day the 23rd April next, in Swanston
Street chapel, with devotional exer-
cises to continue till 11; then pro-
ceed with business, which, with in-
tervals, will continue till late on Fri-
day night. The sitting to be resumed
on Saturday, 24th, at 2 o'clock, and
continue till 6. On the Saturday at
730 a temperance meeting will be
held, and on Easter Monday (26th) a
pic-nie will take place at Mordialloc,
at which we hope to see a large
gathering of the brethren. A fruit
soiree and public meeting will be held
on Tuesday evening the 27th, at which
a number of addresses will be given
on “ The Problem of the Ages.”

Considering that the committees
appointed last year have been essen-
tially working committees, we hope
that the reports will give a good ac-
count of their stewardship, and that
the brethren and churches will do
their best by appointing representa-
tives, and by personal interest to make
the conference of 1856 a great success.

HE first batch of votes under the
local option clauso of the new
Licensing Act has been—viewed froma
temperance standpoint—a comple fail-
ure. In each of the districts where the
vote has been taken, the number of
votes necessary to effect a reduction
was not obtained. The reason for this,
we venture to think, is not far to seek
and lies in the fact, that the majority
of voters do not take sufficient interest
in the matter to take the trouble to
go as far as the polling booth and that
many who would vote are deterred
from doing so for fear of injuring their
businesses, owing to the ‘“boycotting”
practices of the publicans. It is there-
fore evident that, if the local option
clause is to have any effect, the
vote will have to be taken under more
favorable conditions. Possibly a dif-
ferent verdict will be obtained when
ratepayers can express their opinion
in connection with elections, and in so
doing not expose themselves to the
malignity of publicans and their friends.
We may therefore look upon the
triumph of the publicans as but tem-
porary, and as in no way indicating
the opinion of the majority of rate-
payers.

R. MOODY, everyone will be

glad to know (says the South-

ern (ross), is resuming his evangelistic
labours. ITe has bogun work again in
Chicago, his own city, where a score
of years ago, amongst the inhabitants
of the “slums,” he began his great
carcer, and learned the secrets of
power. The Chicago services are con-
ducted mainly in the Avenue Church,
known as ‘ Moody's Church.” A

notable feature of the “Mission " has
been the afternoon services for women.
In these services every class was re-
presented, and silks and calicoes were
mingled as never before, perhaps, in’
the house of God. In these services,
however, Mr. Moody had to grapple
with the great baby question, and he
did it in his own characteristic way—

“ Bring your babies, women,” said
Mr. Moody, at the first meeting.
“ Bring your babies, if there are no
friends at home to leave them with.
Do not mind their erying; for it does
not disturb me; and when they cry
I will pitch my voice higher, so as to
be heard.” And the mothers took him
at his word. All over the house could
be seen the little ones of poot parents;
and unless Mr. Moody's quick mind
had devised a new plan, the chorus of
infant voices would have drowned even
his clear, ringing words. But, on the
second day, the announcement was
made that mothers could leave their
little ones in the warm room below,
where Mrs. Moody and other ladies
were ready to take care of them. Here
was o beautiful picture of Christlike
love—ladies of refinement, and with
lenty of cares in their own homes,
evoting themselves to the amusement
of the children of the poor, so that the
mothars could listen to the gospel
message; and the children enjoyed it,
as the ][mpur dolls were cut out for
them, while the babies did not seem to
know that they were in the arms of
strangers. Who would ever have
thought of such a plan but Mr.
Moody.

TIIE orders issued from the plat-
forms of the various Roman
Catholic churches, do not appear to
produce the effect desired by the eccle-
siastical authorities, if we may judge
by one note worthy result in the late
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general elections, Realising the weak-
ness of priestly power to mould the
thoughts and actions of their followers
in matters temporal as well as spiritual,
2 suggestion has been offered, which
for its simplicity, is worthy of note.
In alecture delivered under the aus-
pices of the Melbourne Catholic Young
Men’s Society, the lecturer alluded to
the subject of mixed marriages, He
regretted their frequency in Victoria,
in spite of the fact that the Catholic
clergy were continually preaching
against them. In order to overcome
the difficulty, he urged the institution
of “tea parties” and “people’s con-
certs,” in the various Catholic parishes,
in order that Catholic young men and
women could assemble together, and
contract love engagements when de.
sired. It will be seen from the fore-
going that the lecturer expects better
results from “affinity” than he does
from the mandates of the clergy, and
certainly in so doing he manifests g
keener understanding of human nature
than his ecclesiastical superiors, who
of course, owing to their vow of celi-
bacy, cannot be expected to under-
stand such delicate matters ag love,
courtship, and marriage. We quite
concur in the lecturer’s view, that
Catholic young men should marry
Catholic young women. We hope that
his “tea parties” will be a success.

R. GEORGE MULLER, now
on a visit to these colonies,
has demonstrated what can be done in
raising funds to carry on the work of
the Lord, by means of prayer, without
resorting to any other means, legiti-
mate or otherwise. His method is in
very striking contrast to the question-
able methods adopted by many of the
churches in their efforts to fill their
treasuries, as for instance, in the case
of Henry Ward Beecher’s Church.

The New York World in reporting
the recent annual sale of pews in
Plymouth Church, says :—“There was
a large attendance, and the bidding
was spirited. Mr. Beecher, in a short
address, introduced Mr. E. E. Hoyt,
the auctioneer. The first bid was for

- 400 dols., which rapidly increased to

725 dols., at which price thefirst chon_ce
was sold to R. T. Brush; John Claﬂln,
who had been bidding against him,
dropped out at 700 dols., and took
second choice. 8. V. White took the
third pew, No. 57, at 500 dols. When
the sale was concluded, about fifty pews
remained unsold. The total amount
realised was, in premiums, 13,723 dols.,
a falling off of 1,687 dols. The rentals
this year amount to 12,903 dols, a num-
ber of pews in the choir gallery having
been taken in that were not sold in
previous years. The total amount
realised is 26,626 dols.” Less of the
“world” in Plymouth Church and
more of Mr. Muller's “faith” would
tend to its spiritual advancement.

R. GEORGE MULLER’S visit

to Melbourne (says the South-

ern Oross) is awakening great interest.
Mzr. Muller, like Mark Antony, is “no
orator,” but his simple narrative of
“the Lord’s dealings” with himself,
and his amazingly direct, quiet, un-
argumentative, and yet most moving,
appeal for literal faith in every letter
of God’s promises, have a very mar-
vellous influence with them. Mr.

"Muller’s work is no doubt wonderful.

Five great orphan houses, sheltering
2000 helpless little ones, built without
State grants, and supported without
endowments, stand as monuments of
his faith and zeal. In an age that is
losing its faith in prayer, George
Muller has a great mission as a living
witness—not only the fact that God
does answer prayer, but of His all-
including area over which prayer holds
empire. Mr. Muller himself is as
wonderful as his own orphan houses.
He is over eighty years of age ; he has
carried for the greater part of that time
what to most Christians would be an
almost crushing burden of anxiety and
work. Mr. Muller is now undertaking
labours that would tax most men in
their prime. Yet he shows no signs of
weariness or anxiety, and few traces of
age or infirmity. Mr. Muller is a
witness of what may be called the
medicinal virtues of a cheerful faith,
Tt is care, not work. that kills most men,
and—even more—most women ; and
Mr. Muller has no care, for he casts it
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THE Salvation Army (says Sunday
at Home) conlinues to exteng

its operations in various directiong
According to its last annual Teport, |
the organisation had gained a third iy
strength during the year. The tots
income from all sources was £76,163,
which included £30,849 towards the
building fund, £13,523 for the general
spiritual fund, and £11,978 for the
training homes. The net profit from
the trading transactions of the Army,
which include sales of books, journals,
outfit, and tea, was £3,606. The total
number of corps in the United King-
dom was 802, and abroad 520. Within
the year 24 new buildings were pur-
chased or hired for barracks in Great
Britain. Many pathetic details are
given, which show that, whatever
criticism may have to say to someof
the methods pursued, a vigorous War
is being waged with evil in its lowest
haunts, among the abandoned N}d
hopeless of both sexes. The chief
feature of the year is, perhaps, the
growingly practical nature of much °h
the work attempted. In all 8%
efforts there is the risk of some™*
takes; but no existing organisatioh
has yet shown the same energy 2
dealing with the outcast classes.
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wymn for the elont.

]y christians were accustomed to
i:lmt‘ﬁ:i:rdg,ing friends good night, so sure
e they of their awaking at the resurrec-
;gn morn. The following lines appeared in
the gunday ot Home :—

THE CHRISTIAN’S GOOD NIGHT.

Sleep 01, beloved, sleep; and takethy rest,

Lay down thy head upon the Saviour’s breast,

wWelove thee well, but Jesus loves thee best.
Good night.

;s thy slumber, as an infant’s sleep,
%f::]::u sl?alt wake, nomore totoil and weep;
Thine is & perfect rest, secure and deep.

Good night.

41 theshadow from this earth is cast,
g:zﬁl He gathers in lHis sheaves at last,

11 the twilight gloom is overpast—
oo Good night.

Until the Easter glory lights the skies,

Until the dead in Jesus sh:.a.ll arise,

And He shall come, butnot inlowly guise.
Good night.

Until made beautiful by love divine,
Thou in the likeness of thy Lotd shaltshine,
And He shall bring that golden crown of

thine.
Good night.

Only, “ Goodnight,” beloved ; notfarewell,
A little while and all His saints shall dwell,
In hallowed union indivisable.

Good night.

Until we meet again before His throne,

Clothed in the spotlessrobe He gives His own

Until we know, even as we are known
Good night.

Aory's Bay Fleditations.

I will meditate in thy precepts, and have res-
pect unto thy ways. I will delight myself
in thy statutes : I will not forget thy word.
—PSALM 119 : I5.

.THE NECESSITY FOR HOLY FEAR

April 4th.

“ Let us fear therefore, lest a promise being
left us of entering into His rest, any one of
you should seem to come short of it.”

Heb. 4:1.

HERE is no implied con-
tradiction in these words
to the great truth that the
believer in Christ isassured
of his present salvation.
That truth is taught so
clearly that there can be
o no reasonable doubt of it.
“There is therefore now no condemn-
ation to them that are in Christ Jesus.”
We are simply told not to settle down
mtocomplacency because we have exer-
cised faith in Christ, but to see to it
that our faith is continued.
The reason the apostle gives for
" urging this holv fear, is the fact that
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others have failed in the very life we
are attempting. When the Israclites
left Egypt, they did so as the professed
servants of God. Their deliverance
was effected in consequence of their
being God’s people. Moses said to
Pharaoh in the name of Jehovah, “Let
my people go!” They were led, and
fed, and defended day by day, that they
might be a people separated to God's
worship and service. Their history in
the wilderness is one of the saddest on
record. Murmuring, rebellion, idolatry,
lust, sadly disfigured the career of those

1 who saw God’s hand in their history.

And their history is held up before
us as a warning. They failed, we
may fail also. Therefore let us ex-
ercise godly fear—let us frequently
review our position—let us, above all,
daily seek fresh assurances of favor in
our communion with heaven.

THE NEED OF CONTINUED FAITH.
April 11th.

“ For unto us was the gospel preached, a3 well
as unto them: but the word preached did
not profit them, not being mized with faith
in them that heard it.”—Hub. 4 : 2
The Israelites failed in the service of

God where they had every encourage-

ment to persevere. Goodtidings were

Ereachedtothem as well as to us. They
ad the promise of the land, were

assured they should overcome all their
enemies, that God would be with them
—an inspiration, a help, a defence con-
tinually. It is true they had not all the
good tidings preached to ther that we
have. Our Lord has come in the flesh,
and we are thereby immeasurably be-
foreall previousgenerationsin privilege.
But the Israelites knew they might
enjoy God’s favor, they might have
lived in the enjoyment of that favor
continually, and after living beneath
God’s smile on earth, have died in hope
of future blessedness. So much they
had preached to them. = And get they
failed in faith. Their unbelief was re-
bellion against God, and they died in
the wilderness.

We are frequently warned of our
danger all through our life on earth.
The whole argument of the apostle is
that we may fail as did the Israelites.
With tremendous earnestness the apos-
tle tells us the Lo¥d “ will present you
holy and without blemish, and unre-
provable before Him ; if so be that ye
continue in the faith grounded and
settled, and not moved away from the
hope of the gospel.”"—Col. 1: 22, 23.

OUR REST.
April 18th.
“ For we which have believed do enter into
rest. * % There remaineth therefore a
rest unto the people of God.”—Heb. 4: 4,9,

The rest which was promised to the

Israelites did not exhaust the resources
of God. That rest was a peaceful pos-
session of all that God had promised
them in the country whither He was
leading them. The possession of that
inheritance was contingent on their
faith. And yet there was a fuller mean-
ing than this to be given to the word,
o %’or if Joshua had given them rest then
He would not have spoken afterward of
another day, therefore David speaks of
a rest of God’s people, and the apostle
again declares there is a rest yet re-
maining for us.

We are told in Genesis that after
God had completed the magnifi-
cerit work of creation, He rested. Not
that we are to understand that God was
weary. “The Creator of tbe ends of
theearth, faintethnot, neitheris weary.”
But just as a painter who hag completed
a noble work of art, rests—not in ex-
haustion, but in satisfaction, that his

| ideas have assumed a permanent ex-

pression on the canvas; so God rested
1n satisfaction that His ideas had found
expression in a marvellous creation.

Hence it is clear that the rest into
which God’s people are led, is a rest in
fellowship with Him, and it is entered
alone by the gate-way of faith.

THE CHARACTER OF OVE REST.
April 25th,

Two things are said of the rest be-
longing to God’s believing people. We
do enter into it, and it yet remaineth
for us. Evidently the truth is, we enjoy
it here in part; more fully herenfter.

They that fully accept God’s word of
command, and rely on His word of
promise, go up into the possession of
the rest of faith. Slavish fear is gone,
they have peace passing understanding;
forebodings of evil are gone, they live
in the enjoyment of favor; dread of
condemnation is gone, they catch the
smile of the Eternal Father ; dread of
the future is gone; they know whom
they have believed. They become
“ heirs of God ;” the love of Glod is shed

abroad in their hearts; they ‘‘have .

boldness and access in confidence
through” their ‘faith.” Even mere
wonderful still, Christ says, “The glory
which Thou hast given me, I have given
them.”

This rest will have its consummation
in heaven. God is bringing to himself
the glory of ail the ages. All through
the ages since the fall, He has been
gathering to himself all the good. He
promised a Redeemer to our first

arents. In the fulness of time that
tedeemer eame, and wrought out a
complete salvation from sin for all men.
And by and by, all the holy ones re-
deemed from earth, shall be gathered
around the throne of God.
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PuriTY, PEACE, UNITY, LOVE, POWER.,

.

The witdom that is from above is first pure,
then e, gentle, easy to be entreated,

1
full of mercy ood fruits, . without i-
ality, and witboutghypoc:isy.—JAuzs m.

THE ADVENT PROBLEM.
> €

VERY now and then the re.
: ligious world is put into a state
of mild excitement by the in-
troduction of some mnove]
doctrine, or what serves the purpose
equally as well, by the vamping up of
some old and exploded theory. There
are always a number of persons who
are ready to fill the positions as
Apostles to the particular craze, and
there are always to be found a certain
number of credulous listeners readyto
yield themselves as converts to the
excitement of the hour. The craving
for unhealthy excitement in matters
of religion, is one of the deplorable
features in many of the church-goers
of the present day; they mistake the
religion of excitement for the excite-
ment of religion.

The caterers to the various phases
of religions hysteria, make ample pro-
vision-for those who are attracted by
vulgar and boisterous demonstrations,
and also for those whose culture re-
quires a more refined appeal.  When
we come to observe the movements

vail with considerable force
o cultured classes O
he Christian Common-
hat the same
s, though its

which pre
amongst the mor
religionists, says t
wealth, we perceive t

B 4
principle surely opera '
manifestation is strangely different.

The need of some diversion from the
eternalround of church ritual or(.:lmpel
routine is evidently expressed in the
rush of many men and women after
extreme and fantastic theorists. The
most fascinating and influential of
these are amongst prophetic teach'crs
of various schools. Millenarianism
has its schools in an emphatic sense.
Chiliasm, pure and simple, i8 unknow.n.
We must be pre-Chilians or post-Chil-
ians (Ohilia being tho Greek term for
thousand.) Whether Jesus willreturn
before or after the *“ thousand years”
is a doubtful point amongst Adven-
tists, which constitutes the focus of
battle and the text for whole libraries
of futurist books and pamphlets.
Calculations are made with prodigious
labour, based on the astronomical
cycles of M. de Chesaux, which Mr.
Grattan Guiness implores the “year-
day ” students to accept. ~But these
eschatologists laugh with fierce scorn
at “ Mr. Guiness and his mathematics
of prophecy.” Others have fixed on
every Napoleon dead or living as*The
Beast”’; provoking from Mr.Spurgeon
the expression which we heard drop
from his lips in a sermon some years
since, that he could agree that Louis
Napoleon IIL. was “a beast, but not
the beast.” It isa misfortune for the

religion of the age that few Christians

seem able to devote themselves im-
partially to the study of prophecy.
They either ignore it and so neglect a
stupendous section of truth, a vast
portion of Scripture being purely pre-
dictive, or else they follow in the
nebulous trail of some homiletic comet
—some preacher, lecturer, or essayist
who denounces as belonging to some
species of the sceptical genus all who
arenotanticipating to-day orto-morrow
the ““secret rapture " of the saints, or
the “everlasting smash” of the univer-
sal cosmos. It is more unfortunate
still that devout and indefatigable ex-
plorers of prophetic Scripture are so
often characterised by what appears
an overwhelming conceit in the infalli-
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bility of their own conclusiong, §

of these seem utterly basc]mo
thinkers as pious and as able ¢, iud
of comparative theology as themgq),
But gome of thesects are being di\'id:i
into sub-sects, arrogantly impatient
of each other, and grouped rounq
teachers who assume the air of
authority, and who manage to gaip 3
pute for unfathomable erudition, often
only by means of their facility of g)f.
assertion. Isnot Christin Hig Church
divided enough without all this dismg]
propagation of discord astoho s, When,
where He will return?  Would i not
be better if the valuable time expendeg
over the identity of Antichrist, and fp,
location of the “little horn,” wep
spent in preparing for the Advent by
showing to the world a Church uniting
in love, co-operating in action, and
concentrating in brotherhood —to ¢op-
vince the materialism of the age that
Christianity is the mysterious and im-
perishable institution of an unseen
Redeemer, who was once here and
will surely appear again before the
world that crucified Him.

“A very little criticism (continues
the Okristian Commonwealth) isneeded
to show in the clear light of Biblical
expression how far-fetched are some of
the theories which seem to form the
cherished foundation of many modern
beliefs. A large number of sanctified
minds are dominated to-day by the
conviction that, at some rapidly ap-
proaching ecrisis, they and all their
watching and waiting brethren every-
where will be suddenly, instan-
taneously, and miraculously rapt away
from human sight, and will be *“caught
up,” as the apostolic phrase expresses
it, into a royal and invisible sphere,
the wrial heavens to which Christ will
descend.  The idea prevails that this
amazing and stupendous incident, the
magnitude of which utterly baffles all
attempt at mental realization, will yet
be but a brief wonder, after which the
world will proceed on its way without
much memory or care about the vast
subtraction which will rob worldly
men of their believing wives, wick
landlords of their godly tenants and
little children of their praying mothers.
Yet the noted Pauline passage o0
which this supposed imminent event

e

—



VN W e Y

BT -

gprin L 1886]

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD.

203

. pressel)' tells us of anything
ecret or mysterif)us transaf:t.ion.
D thing in Scripture is more vn-'u.lly
No e, of unutterable commotion
?ugf]fsworl ds than the 1 Thess. iv. 16.
1An « gecret rapture” is not announced,
Yot i rather rendered impossible by
wch an utterance. ~ Mr. Robert
Brown i8 one ©

rests ©
but & 8

f the few modern
writers Who have written simply and
sensibly on prophecy. He show? how

ouely and vainly the Parou.sfa .has
peen elaborately expounded as dmtmf:t
from the Epiphany, and this again
apart from the Apocalypsf of Christ.
[tter confusion of exegesis has thus
been wrought, in which many anxious
minds are hopelessly floundering. The
word Parousia denotes personal appear-
ance orarrival. It occurs twenty-four
times in the New Testament. Paul
gpeaks of his own parousia (Phil. 1;
96),and of that of Antichrist (2 Thess.
9:8,9.) The word is constantly tran-
slated “ coming,” as applied to Christ,
¢ Be ye patient unto the parousia of
theLord” (James 5:7.) * Looking
for and hasting unto the parousia of
the day of God " (2 Pet. 3: 12.) ‘Such
texts are numerous and are devoid of
all mystery. Yet it is fondly pleaded
that this parousia is altogether distinct
in time from the epiphaneia, or “ shin-
ing forth,” spoken of only six times in
the New Testament, as in 1 Tim. 6:
13, 14; Tit. 2: 13, 14, 2 Tim. 4: 8.
Here again all is simplicity, and it is
deplorable that the copiousness of the
Greek language, which brings in a
term merely of descriptive intensity,
should be made an excuse for fantastic
and distorting speculations as to some
different advent. The third great
word apokalupsis, is used eighteen
times in the New Testament. It is
again simply another description of
the parousia or epiphany. Tt signifies
unveiling or manifestation, and is in-
tended, where it is applied to Christ's
coming, to emphasise the fact that He
will be seen, known, and recognised,
and must be acknowledged by all.
TElcae terms are used interchangeably
with utmost freedom, so that it is as-
.tonishing and almost incredible that
wtelligent believers should have in-
Ve}lted the strange doctrines in which
mind after mind g being entangled

as to one coming for the rapture of the
saints, and another and different com-
ing to judge the wicked. The Apostle
plainly says in 1 Thess. 5 : 23 that the
saints raised from the dead are to be
presented at the parousia; yet that
they are to keep the commandment un-
rebukeable till the epiphaneia (1 Tim.
16: 13, 14), for which they are to look
as their blessed hope (Tit. 2: 13, 14) ;
and they are exhorted to await for the
apokalupsis, when only they would be
fully at rest, find recompense, and re-
ceive glory ; and when grace is to be
brought to them : and when the trial
of their faith should be found with
Praise, honour, and glory. (1 Tim. 6,
13, 14; Tit. 2: 13, 1451 Cor. 1:7,9 ;
1 Pet.1:7,13;1 Pet. 4:13; 2 Thess.
2:7.) Above all, and this should
scatter all fantasies about periodic
advents, Paul blends these terms in his
graphic delineation of one grand and
sublime coming. The “man of sin”
is to meet his doom by his destruction
wvith the epiphaniea of Christ’s parousia
(2 Thess. 2: 8), and this is clearly de-
fined in the same Epistle (chap. 1: 7),
as taking place at the apokalupsis,
Such is the refreshing simplicity of
Scripture itself. Those who are wise
will commit their credence only to
these oracles, and will shun the laby-
rinths constructed by misspent in-
genuity, in which many are wandering
darkly, with little patience at each
other’s difficulties and doubts.

BAPTISM IN A SETTING OF
GOSPEL JEWELS.

Y some religionists of the

present time, baptism is re-
. garded as a matter of not
very much consequence,—as
a thing subordinate to the
whims and fancies of men.
Under the influence of this
conception of it, it may be
observed in this or that way, or it
may or may not be observed at all,
just as human caprice may regard it.
Has this been learned from the Iloly
Scriptures, which make wise unto
salvation ? It would appear that the
coaMAND of the Divine Christ dught
not to be so regarded by His professed
followers, inasmuch as all authority
has been given unto Hia. But it has
happened more than once in the
history of men that they have “ex-
changed the truth of God for a lie,”

and more than one man has exalted
himself, telling the people “that he
sitteth in the temple of God, setting
forth himself as God,” having authority
to change commands, precepts, and
ordinances, as he says, to suit the
exi§encies of times and seasons, not-
withstanding those commands, pre-
cepts,and ordinances have theauthority
of the Divine Christ stamped upon
them. Who is this that would turn
the truth of God into a lie, and that
would turn the blessings of God pro-
mised in the gospel away from the
geople? Let all such, whether they

e men of self-asserted importance or
bodies of men assuming the divine
rifght to speak ex-cathedra on matters
of religion, be marked as enemies both
of God and men.

‘What the divine conception of this
command is can only be ascertained
from the scriptures; for these are the
only authority that can now speak for
God to men. Let us turn to them
upon this question. What saith the
Scriptures;l

"It is here found thatan efficacious
Baptism is to be preceded by an
obedience to a trinity of commands:
(A) Faith : -“ He that believeth and is
baptised shall be saved.” (Mark 16:
16?; (B) Repentance: ‘Repent ye,
and be baptised everyone of you in
the name of Jesus Christ.” (Acts 2:
88); (c) Confession: * Because if
thou shalt confess with thy mouth
Jesus as Lord, and shalt believein thy
heart that God raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved—for with
the heart manbelieveth untorighteous-
ness; and with the mouth confession
is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:
9, 10.)

And it isherefound also that baptism
is an act which is to be done into a
trinity of adorable names: (a) the
Father ; (B) the Son; (c) the Holy
Spirit : ¢ All authority had been given
unto me in heaven and on earth. Go
ye therefore, and make disciples of all
the nations, baptising them into the
name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew
28: 19.) .

And again, it is here found that
baptism is to be accompanied by a
trinity of significart acts: (A) a death
to sin; (B) a burial; (c) a resurrec-
tion: “ We who died to sin, how shall
we live any longer therein? Or are
yo ignorant that all who were baptised
mto Christ were baptised into his
death? We were buried therefore
with him through baptism into death :

| that like as Christ was raiged from the

dead through the glory of the Father,
so we also might walk in newness of
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or Enoch appear on this occasion”
The reason is plain—the disciples of
Christ had no hurtful respect for
them. Moses and Elias, the reputed
oracles of the Jewish nation, were the
two, the only two, in respect of whom
the solemn and significant revocation
was needful. The plain language of

the whole occurrence was this—Moses*

and Elias were excellent men, they
were now glorified in heaven, they had
lived their day, the limited time the
were to flourish as teachers of the wil};
of heaven was now come to an end.
The morning star had arisen—nay,
was almost set—and the Sun of Right-
eousness was arising with salutiferous
rays. Let us, then, walk in the noon-
day light—let us hearken to Jesus, as
the Prophet and Legislator, Priest and
King. He shall reign over all the
ransomed race. We find all things
whatsoever the law could not do are
accomplished in him, and by him—
that in him all Christians might be
perfect and complete—* for the law
was given by Moses, but grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ.”

It now remains, in the last place,
to deduce such conclusions from the
above premises, as must obviously and
necessarily present themselves to every
candid and reflecting mind.

lst. From what has been said, it
follows that there is an essential dif-
ference between law and gospel—the
Old Testament and the New.* No

© There are not a few professors of
Christianity who suppose themselves under
equal obligations to obey Moses, or any
other Prophet, as Christ and his Apostles.
They cannot understand why any part of
divine revelation should not be obligatory
on a Christian to observe ; nor can they
see any reason why the New Testament
should be preferred to the Old ; or why
they should not be regulated equally by
each. They say, “Is it not all the word
of God, and are not all mankind addressed
in it ?” True, all the holy prophets spake
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit,
and men were the objects of their address.
1t is, however, equally evident that God,
at sundry times, and diverse manners,
spake to men, according to a variety of
* circumstances, which diversified their con-
dition, capacity and opportunities. Thus
he addressed individuals and classes of in-
dividuals, in a way peculiar to themselves.
Witness his address to Noah, Abraham,
Daniel, Jonah, Paul and Peter. Witness
his addresses to the Patriarchs, the Jews
and the Christians. Again, men are ad-
dressed as magistrates, fathers, masters,
husbands, teachers, with their correlates.
Now, to apply to one individual what is
said to all individuals and classes of indi-
viduals, would, methinks, appear egregious
folly. And would it not be as absurd to
say that every man is obliged to practice
every duty and religious precept enjoined
in the Bible ? Might we not as reasonably
gay. that every man must be at once a

two words are more distinet in their
signification than law and gospel. They

.are contradistinguished under various

names in the New Testament “The
law is denominated “ the letter, = the
ministration of condemnation,” * the
ministration of death,” ¢ the Old;’Tes-
tament, or Covenant, and qups;’ ‘:l‘he
gospelis denominated ‘‘the Spirit, the
ministration of the Spirit,” * the min-
istration of righteousness,” “the New
Testament, or Covenant,” “ the law of
liberty and Christ.” In respect of
existence or duration, the former 1s
denominated “that which is done
away ;" the latter “ that which remain-
eth”—the former was faulty, the latter
faultless—the former demanded, this
bestows righteousness—that gendered
bondage, this liberty—that begat bond-
slaves, this freemen—the former spake
on this wise, “ This do and thou shalt
live ; this says, “ Say not what ye s}mll
do, the word is nigh thee (that gives
life), the word of faith which we
preach ; if thou believe in thine heart
the gospel, thou shalt be saved.” The
former waxed old, is abolished, and
vanished away; the latter remains,
lives and is everlasting.
(To be continued).

Patriarch, a Jew and a Christian ; a magis-
trate, a subject, a father, a child, a master,
a servant, etu., etc. And, certainly, it is as
inconsistent to say that Christians should
equally regard and obey the Old and New
Testament. All Scripture given by divine
inspiration is profitable for various pur-
poses in the perfection of saints, when
rightly divided, and not handled deceit-
fully. But when the above considerations
are disregarded, the word of God must
inevitably be perverted. Hence it ie that
many preachers deceive themselves and
their hearers by selecting and applying to
themselves and their hearers such portions
of sacred truth as belong not to them nor
their hearers. Even the Apostles could
not apply the words of Christ to them-
selves or their hearers until they were able
to answer a previous question—* Lord,
sayest thou this unto us or unto all?”
Nor could the eunuch understand the
prophet until he knew whether he spoke
of himself or some other man, Yet, many
preachers and hearers trouble not them-
selves about such inquiries. If their text
is in the Bible, it is no matter where ; and
if their hearers be men and women, it is
no matter, whether Jews or Christians,
believers or unbelievers. Often have I
seen a preacher and his hearers undergo
three or four metamorphoses in an hour,
First, he is a moral philosopher, inculcating
heathen morality ; next a Jewish rabbi,
expounding the law ; then a teacher of
some Christian precept ; and lastly, an
ambassador of Christ, negotiating between
God and man. The congregation undergo
the collerate revolutions: first they are
heathens ; next, Jews ; anon, Christians ;
and lastly, treating with the ambassadors
for salvation, on what is called the terms
of the gospel. Thus Proteus-like, they are
all thinge in an hour.

The ﬁm‘h’m

—_———
FATING AND DRINK]

WORTHILY & UN.
1. Cor. 11: 29.

““ For he that
drinketh unworthily eatethlane;t::il; ang

damnation unto himself, not gj k?th
the Lord’s body. ot discerning

N the new version o
z Bible, this passage is fo:}:s
¥ down a little, but stil] eop.
tains a good deal of that
which is of fearful im ort,
For the word « damnatiop
in the Old Version, “J udg.
: ment” is substituted in the
new, and for “not discerning the
Lord’s body’ in the old version, thege
words—* if he discern not the body”
—are substituted in the New. The
first of these alterations is Perha.pg
allowable, even desirable—but*for the
second, I am not able to aesign any
reason—most assuredly, not in .the
rendering of Greek, which is as strictly -
literal a translation in the old Englig{ i
version as it can be. 4 g
. The word “damnation”—which s
commonly used in English to signify
everlasting punishment—sounds ve
harsh in this passage, and should cer-
tainly not have been wused by the
translators of the old version, unless
they wished to show that they under-
stood the apostle to mean everlasting
punishment by it. That the translators
of the old version did not, however,
understand the apostle to mean ever-
lasting, but only some lesser punish-
ment, is quite evident from the render-
ing of two or three of the surrounding
verses. Hence their rendering of verse .
27 : “Whosoever shall eat this bread,
and drink this cup of the Lord, un-
worthily, shall be guilty of the body
and blood of the Lord.” So also
verses 80, 82: ‘ For this cause,”—or
on account of this—* many are weak
and sickly among you, and many sleep.
For if we would judge ourselves, we
should not be judged. But when we
are judged, we are chastened of the
Lord, that we should not be condemn-
ed with the world.” et
With those quotations, I dismiss all
idea of “damnation,” or what that
word commonly signifies — namely,
everlasting punishment—as being oné
of the concomitants or consequenced
of eating the bread, and drinking ¢
the cup, unworthily, at the LO":'
supper, and I proceed to state Wi
the word “judgment,” which the re
visers of the new version have sub
stituted for it, means. First, thet:
what to eat of the bread and drink d%
the cup unworthily, at the Lor¢® .
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. Hijs influence invariably produces
eace, harmony, and happiness in the
! gocial circle.. Most of the men of
* modern times who have left their im-
ress on the sands of time, both in the
| ~ ¢hurch and the world, have been
' smokers, such as Spurgeon, Robert
! Hall. and many others that could be
pamed ; and I make bold to say that
if there were no smokers at all that
society generally would be miserable.
* There are many other agents in society
 doing far more mischief than tobacco,
/ potably, tea, coffee; and alcohol.
| " Iam, dear brethren,
i PR ) A MODERATE SMOKER. |

. : e above_reminds us of an address
1 ~ we once heard upon the beneficial
[ effects of alcohol. The speaker re-
ferred to the capture of the Kelly
‘gang 8s showing that alcohol did good.
We have heard all these arguments

* used in favor of the very things “a
" moderate smoker” condemns.—Eps.]

Onr Sisters’ Colun,

| 5] g s

' . SUGGESTIVE PLAN FOR THE
" SISTERS' CONFERENCE
' AT EASTER.

? ' The meeting to be held, say Saturday
afternoon, from 3 o'clock to 6, in the

| Christians’ chapel, Lygon Street, April

l 24th, 1886. :

i PROGRAMME .—

; 3 to 3-30—Devotional exercises.

] 3-30 to 3-45—Reading of Sister David

- King’s address to the Sisters’

| | . Conference in England; also

| the election of a President

and Secretary pro. tem.

345 (0 4-30—Reports of sisters’ work done
in the various churches. -

l
h 4:30 to 5—Essays prepared by sisters.
: 5 to 530—Social talk upon the best
“ % i ways sisters can work for
‘ : the Lord. - /.1
" 530 to 6—Arranging for next year's
meeting, electing regular
l ! officers, &c., &c.
‘ " Trusting this plan may weet your ap-

“'proval, and that we may have a large
" gathering of the sisterhood, it is respect-
fully submitted.

: Yours in the loving service,
Mgs. C. L. THURGOOD.

! Ballarat.

; : SubsEcT OF EssAYs FOR THE SISTERS'
CONFERENCE.

1. Women of the New Testament. 2.

the future. 4. How to arrange the house-
hold duties for the Lord's dn’; riv}ille:;z(;.
5. Brief talks on and how you have been
impressed with the Conference, and what
do you intend to do ?

_ These subjects are thrown open to the
sisters of the churches, and we hope to
profit much from the experience and in-
formation of those who take them up.

Social,

GOLDEN WEDDING.
————t———

1 836—1886.

It is not often that we see two persons
who have been permited to travel life’s
rough journey together, as husband and
wife for a period of fifty years. When
such a thing happens it is considered an
event of more than passing interest. Who
among the members of the Church of
Christ in Australasia has not heard of

BRo. AND SISTER JosePH KINGSBURY
of Newtown, Sydney? Among the older
brethren especially, these names are well
known, and wherever known they are
loved. . Dr. Jos. Kingsbury, was born
October 24th, 1814, in Kingston near
Taunton, on Marsh farm, Somersetshire,
England. Miss Sarah Pearse had arrived
about 8 months previous. . They were
married in the church of the parish of
Bishop’s Hull, by Rev. Robert Rowlings,
March 16th, 1836. In 1839, three years
after their marriage, they left England for
N.S.W. in the good ship * Coromandel,”
arriving in Sydney the same year, where
they have lived and labored ever since,
endeavoring to be happy' themselves and
to makeall othersthe same. When about18
yearsold, Bro. Kingsbury became amember
of the Wesleyan Church, in which he was
an enthusiastic worker for nearly twenty-
one years. For a number of years pre-
vious to 1853, he had been questioning
many of the positions of the Wesleyans.
In 1853 a number of our brethren’s books
were placed in his hands by a Bro. Griffin,
who had received them from his brother
in London. - He began to read and in-
vestigate with others of his Wesleyan
brethren, with the result that on the 4th
September, 1853, he, Bro. E. Lewis, and
Bro. John Standen were immersed in
Cook’s river. Sister Kingsbury was not
wo easily moved from her old position, so
she held outtill December18th,1853, when
she together with Sisters Standen and
Griffin, were baptised in the name of
Jesus. From that time to the present,
Bro. and Sister Kingsbury have been
enthusiastic members and workers in the
Church of Christ. Bro. Kingsbury has
never taken a regular course of medical
training, but his services as a medical man
have for yearspast been in great demand.
He is an uncompromising opponent of
drugs of every description as medicines, of
tea, coffee and spirits as drinks, and of
the use of tobacco as a luxury, believing
that all are sins against the body and con-
sequently against God. Though 72 years

“#  Our children, how shall we train them
* 3. The failures of the past, and hopes for

old both Bro. and Sister Kingsbury are in

good health.  Bro. Kingsbury suffers
somewhat from a severe hurt received
some five years ago, but with that excep-
tion he is in the best of health.

Your reporter dropped in on them the
other day for a chat, and while there took
a pen picture of our brother and sister,
which is attached. Bro. Kingsbury came
in from feeding his fowls, and set his
white bell-topper on the table. He is a
man of very slight build, somewhat
stooped, long grey beard, a full head of
white hair, and small sparkling eyes. His
head is exceptionally large. With my
usually tendency to be curious I picked
up the white bell-toper, and put it on my
own head. To my great surprise it fell
clean down over ears and all, resting on
my shoulders. It acted as a complete ex-
tinguisher. The hat must be about No. 9
as I wear 7. Judging from his past life
and personal experience, we should say
that our brother’s heart is as big as his
Lead. Sister Kingsbury; how shall we
describe her? We will say this to start
on; if Miss Sarah Pearse,of Kingston near
Taunton, of 1836, was as beautiful as
Mrs. Kingsbury of 1886, we don't wonder
at young Joseph falling desperately in
love with her. It is only another example
of his universal good taste.  She is of
medium size and height, cheeks like roses,
and beautiful blue eyes, and an abundant
head of almost snow white hair.- And
above all, and superior to all, a most
lovable and Christlike disposition. .

The entertainmnent and banquet in con-
nection with the golden wedding took
place at “ Garfield House,” the residence of
Dr. James Kingsbury, the youngest son
of the bridegroom and bride. First came
the musical entertainment by the children
and grand childven of whom there were 25
present, including the wives of the three
sons and husband of the only daughter.

" The musical part of the evening’s enter-

tainment took place in the large drawing-
room, of * Garfield House,” in which were
geated the 150 invited guests composed
mostly of the older members of the New-
town Church, the relatives of the Kings-
bury family and a few very old friends.
About 9 o'clock the guests were Beated at a
banquet laid out in a large hut in the yard,
set up for that purpose.  After partaking
of the many good things which had been
provided, the real feast of the evening
commenced. Bro. Whately was’in the
chair, and called on Bro. Bennett, of the
Petersham Church to move the toast of
the evening, “The Bridegroom and Bride.”
Bro. Bennett’s address was full of remin-
iscences of forty-six years close friendship
with Bro. and Sister Kingsbury. The re-
sponse by the bridegroom was just what
was expected, full of wit and humour and
patriarchal council.  As the “ grand old ”
man stood up by the side of his bride of
fifty years in the centre of the large com-
pany composed of his own loved ones, his
brethren in Jesus, and of his old friends
some of them of fifty years standing, and
spoke of his early life, of their joys and
successes, attributing it all to the power of
the religion of Christ, we could but think
that it was the grandest argument to the
divine origin of religion we ever heard.
As long as we have such living moving

l
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too much for us. We have had a very
liberal offer made to us for the erection of
a brick building, 35 x 20, and as we were
not likely to have another such offer, we
considered it best to accept it, feeling
confident that the various churches would
lend us a helping hand.

We wish to raise about £40 if possible
and if we get this, added to what we have
already on hand and promised by the
members here, it will be the cause of great
thankfulness and gratitude to our Heav-
enly Father. Hoping the brethren will
help us, yours in the one glorious hope,

J. BARNACLE, Sec.
Church of Christ, Belfast

TEA MEETING AT SOUTH
MELBOURNE.

A tea and public meeting was held on
Monday, 22nd March, at South Melbourne,
to say good-bye to Bro. Illingworth (who
is about to transfer his labor to other
churches), and also to welcome his suc-
cessor (Bro. G. B. Moysey.) The tea was
partaken of in the Mechanics’ Hall, at
which 400 sat down to tea; and the after
meeting was held in the ‘chapel, Dorcas
Street, there being close on 500 present.
Bro. Patterson took the chair at 8 o’clock,
and after praise and Bro. Troy had led in
prayer, the chairman, in a few appropriate
remarks, referred to the loss the church
was about to experience. He briefly
sketched the progress of the church at
South Melbourne. Bro. Illingworth had
found a church of 51 members, and (after
laboring amongst them for four years) had
left it with 221—a total increase of 170.
Bro. Patterson bore testimony to the har-
mony that had existed between the church
and evangelist ; and in bidding Bro. Moy-
sey welcome, hoped the same spirit would
be manifested in the future.

Choir—* Onward go.”

Bro. HARDING said he did not expect to
have been the first speaker, and felt him-
self something in the same position as a
Welsh friend of his, a Mr. Jones, who
consulted him in a very serious matter. It
-appeared that Jones had been married
twice,and the difficulty was thatinspeaking
to Jane (his new wife) of the qualities of
his former (Maria), let him try his best,
he never could speak of her in such a man-
ner as to please Jane. If he spoke of
Maria's excellencies, he was depreciating
Jane ; and if he depreciated Maria then he
was twitted that*thisis what he would do of
Jane when she was gone!” Bro. Harding
realised this difficalty in bidding good-bye
to Bro. Illingworth, while he welcomed
Bro. Moysey. Bat he believed in the old
Scotch proverb—* It's well to be off with
the old love, before you're on with the
new,” and therefore he would bid Bro.
Illingworth good-bye before briefly wel-
coming Bro. Moysey. He had watched
Bro. Illingworth’s labors with more than
ordinary interest. The church at South
Melbourne had been under obligation to
him for many deep lessons of gelf-reliance,
self-sacrifice and personal devotion ; and
while he congratulated the church in its
numerical progress, he believed there was
a spiritual progress deeper and more last-
ing than mere figures could show. Bro.

[

Illingworth’slaborshad been unostenatious
He taught us the lesson that in laboring
we are in the hands of God; and if we
are blessed by large ingatherings, let us
not always assume that we are the means,
but that other means have been at work
as well. He wished God speed to the de-
Earting guest, and at the same time gave a
earty welcome to the coming guest. Bro.
Moysey starts sufficiently handicapped as
itis: it is always hard to follow a good
man, and he impressed upon the church
members not to be like his friend Jones—
alwaystalking about Maria's good qualities
(of what Bro. Illingworth did), but to
heartily welcome Bro. Moysey, who would
mark out a plan of his own ; and if the
church stood by him, as they stood by
Bro. Illingwo#h, he would render a good
account of himself in 12 months hence.
Choir—* Oh Zion, lovely Zion |” :
Bro. IRwIN followed, and stated that in
the journey of life we were often called
upon to perform duties that we felt unable
properly to perform, and he felt in that
position. During the four years of Bro.
Illingworth's labors he had done so much
for the church, that their only regret was
that he did not come to South Melbeurne
sooner. He had not only done much for
the church, but he had done that for no-
thing—even less than nothing, as he had
given time, labor, patience, as well as
money to the cause, without any fee.
Some may say ho had acted unwisely in
this, but in his (Bro. Irwin's) opinion he
bad set them a noble example of self-
denial, and self-sacrifice, which has had
a good effect on the church here. Bro.
Illingworth not only could preach, but he
could teach, and his teaching tended to
Lhe glory of God, and the welfare of man-
ind.
Choir—* He that heareth and believeth.”
Bro. J. H. Epwarps, of Collingwood,
then bade Bro. Illingworth God-speed,
and welcomed Bro. Moysey in a few,
appropriate remarks. He said there was
no grander work that we could be engaged
in than in leading men and women to the
foot of the cross. We had no grand ritual,
nor beautifully adorned buildings, but we
had the oracles of God which is able to
lift men out of degradation and place
them on the road to eternal happiness.
Choir—* Turning are the wheelsof time,”
Bro. T. Smith, the church secretary,
then in a few well-chosen remarks pointed
out the close relationship that existed
between the church and Bro. Illingworth
during the last four years, and presented
him on behalf of the church, with an illumi-
nated address, which reads as follows :—

To Bro. F. ILLINGWORTH,

““ Dear Brother,—In view of your depart-
ure from us to another field of labor, we,
the members of the church, meeting at
Dreas Street, South Melbourne, desire to
exprese our deepest gratitude, our warmest
praise, our highest esteem, and profound
admiration for the noble, Christ-like, self-
denying, and self-sacrificing spirit which
you have manifested in your labors of love
with us as a people of God, also for the deep
earnestness of soul which you bave evi-
denced by your desire for the consolidation
and making one the body of Christ which is
his church, and of which we are members
one of another, also for the anxious care

and intense love you have for the salvation
of precious souls, and above all, for the
glory of God, our Heavenly Father, and hig
Christ, whom you serve, but language can.
not express the deep inward feelings that
fill our hearts, moved and impelled by the
spirit of Christ, our blessed Master, towards
you for your work in the Lord. How we
will miss your voice !—in the soundness of
your honest, faithful, and true teaching
whether to edification, exhortation, or words
of comfort; your kindly counsel and adviee
in our difficulties, and your sound Jjudgment
in all our troubles, also in your earnest
efforts to make known the unsearchable
riches of Christ, and to spread the pure
primitive gospel to a sin-stricken and per.
ishing world.

“Qur hearts are bowed with sorrow at
the thought of your departure, but our
souls go out to God on your behalf that
wherever you labor God may bless your
labors as he has owned your work with ug,
and has used you in bringing many to the
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, and
may that earnest desire for precious souls
fill your heart that God may make you
mighty in his hand to lead many from
darkness to light, and that you may shine
as the starsin the firmament, and that man

-stars may deck that crown which God, the

righteous judge, will give you in that day
when he makes up his jewels.

“We feel that we cannot say farewell,
but good-bye for the present. That God
and his Christ, the great head of the church
may multiply to you every temporal and
spiritual blessing, and that in the life to
come an abundant entrance into the ever-
lasting kingdom many be ministered unto
you and yours.

“We are, dear brother, yours in Christ.

[Here follow the names of a large number
of the members of the church.]

Bro. Smackrock then on behalf of the
teachers of the Snnday school, presented
Bro. Illingworth with a revised edition of -
the Bible, and a nicely bound Hymn-book,
as a slight token of the respect and esteem
entertained towards him by the teachers.

Bro. ILLINGWORTH (who was at the first
completely overcome), said—If I had re-
ceived the slightest intimation, or had the
remotest idea that this presentation was to
have been made, I would have been one
hundred miles away from this building to-
night.  Anything of this kind is so much
at variance with my feelings and desires,
that I cannot receive your valuable gifts
without pain.  Still I must confess that
the kindliness which I know has prompted
you thus to express your feelings is ex-
ceedingly gratifying to me. Ihavenever
sought any reward for my work as a
freacher; and have felt all the time that

desired none. I have only tried to do
my duty as one of yourselves. And I
know, and bitterly oftimes do I grieve to
know, how far short I have come in this
respect. Still it is with a deep sense of
thankfulness that I receive these tokens of
your appreciation and regard. I know
that your esteem is genuine. And while I
know that I am altogether unworthy of
it. I feel encouraged by it to press on in
the new and difficult work which I have
chosen for myself. Next to the apprecia-
tion of our Father in heaven, the Christ
whom we serve, and my own conscience.
I value most highly the appreciation and
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