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The Ten Lepers.

¥. PITTMAX,

Beasts fain would sing ; birds ditty 10 their notes ;
Trees would be tuning oo their sative late

To thy renown : but all their hands and throats

Are brought Lo mas, while they are lame and mute.

Mas is the world's high priest : he does present
The sacrifica for all ; while they below
Unto the service mutier an assent

Such as spriogs use that fall, and winds that blow.
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He that to peaise and lasd thee doth relrain—
Doth not refrain unto himself alone,

But robs a thousand who would praise thes fain;
And doth commsit a world of sin In one.

~Grorce Hexuexrt,
When wo see a man remarkably ungrateful, we

may assuredly infer from thence, that there is no true
sense of religion in that person —SOUTH,

* And one of thes when be saw that he was healed,
turaed back, with a loud veoice glockfying God, and he

foll wpon his face at his feet, giving bim thanks : and
he was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering said,
Were not the ten cleansed 7 But whbere are the nine 7
Where there none found that retarned to give glory
to God, save this stranger ?— Luse 15 ; 1518,

Many biblical incidents pertaining to the
cure of lepers furnish us with clear outlines
of the character of the uncleansed soul, and
also illustrate the conduct of many persons
subsequent to their conversion. '{ho story
of Naaman, the leper, gives an exact delinea-
tion of the nature of tbhe unregenerate man,
while that of the ten lepers cured forcibly
illustrates the character of many professing
converts at all times, The latter incident, to
which we now refer, introduces us to a con-
gregation of ten lepers, who arrest the atten.
tion of Jesus as he enters a village between
Samaria and Galilee, upon his last visit to
Jerusalem, In that land leprosy was called
*“the stroke or wound of the Lord;" when
thoroughly seated in the blood it became
incurable. Sometimes it commenced in-
ternally, unnoticed for years, but all the
while was secretly developing, until at last
it broke out, and the poor victim became a
loathsome, frightful spectacle. His body
became covered with scales; his whole
system became pervaded with the fea:ful
disease; his limbs lost their power, and the
poor victim became a deformed and loath-
some object. Sometimes the leper clothed
himself with robes of mourning, as if sorrow-
ing for his own death; often, as with Job,
his family became estranged; his wife no
longer loved him; his children rose up
aganst him. At times, as he walked along,
be covered bis mouth with his bands, and
uttered the heartrending cry, “ Tamé ! tamé I™
Unclean | unclean! Thus waming the people
away. Lazaretto's were built, in which the
poor creatures might endure in solitude the
“ living death,” there beiog one other alterna-
tive, viz.,, “without the camp shall his
habitation be™ (Lev. 13 : 46). For an
accurate description of the disease and its
cure the reader cannot do better than refer
to Lev., chapters 13 and 14,

This disease, to which the scriptures so
frequently refer, is used as a type of the
leprosy of sin, which leaves its mark upon
the soul, secretly but surely spreading, until
the unregenerate soul finds itself in the
clutches of that more awful disease, the
wages of which is death, and the ultimate
issue of which is eternal banishment from
the more glorious society of heaven.

Here, then, are ten wretched, miserable
lepers in forced seclusion from the civil and
religious life of their fellowmen. They are
together, perhaps endeavoring to fiod comfort
in each other's sufferings, and ome was a
Samariton. Jews and Samaritans were bitter
antagonists ; they had no dealings with each
other ; yet here we see the two hostile parties
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joined into one com , and without com-
plaint. The lesson ongus. Nothing so

binds together as distress; common danger
ends d?‘atu; dire calamities make men
forget their differences. Our own times
fornish us with abundant illustrations,
Cable flash over every continent,
telling us of teeming millions in India, at
whose throats hunger is tearing, thousands
of whom mhranshlng weekly ; and witness
the effect! No sooper is the news received
than many hearts in almost every town and
i are touchbed with sympathy, and
differences of all kinds are ten, and
of all lands and t unite in send.

ing relief to the famine-stricken. * Esau and
who quarrelled so bitterly in their
prosperity, when their father died met
over his body and mingled their tears
together in mutual g:‘:palby and mutual
Thus sumetimes drives

i

po buman power can bridge over;

to travel: no;ulfilsowide
cannot cross it. Our Lord

2.~These lepers were conscious of Lheiy miser-
able condition, They saw Jesus, and ventured
tqdirect his attention.

3. Notice, also, that in this incident s lew
of Thrist's mission it indicated. We see our
Lord's self-restraint. He acts in a way
which we should least bave expected. He
waits until he hears the cry for mercy. He
must first hear the earnest appeal. The
initiative must be taken by the lepers, ere
even Jesus will be invoked into action. Un-
less the a for help had been uttered, it is
i whether our Lord's pity would
have been moved. Probably he passed by
many of the blind or maimed who asked not
fr a bealer, while one cry would have brought
the E:ct Physician, with the balm of healing,
to tbeir side. Hereby is indicated a law of
Christ's mission, which has never been sus-
pended. ' There are certain fixed conditions,
upon which the cure of spititual leprosy is
dependent. Jesus said, “Ye will not come
unto me that ye might bave life;" * Come
unto me all ye that labour and are beavy
laden and I will give you rest;" *he that
believeth and is ﬂpmed shall be saved."
The initiative must be taken by man. A per-
sonal desire, a spiritual outlook, a movement
of faith, an act of obedience, is imperative.
Do we not read, * He could do no mighty
deeds there because of their unbelief "? neither
will the mighty work of salvation be per-
formed where unbelief exists, This law is
frequently overlooked by religious revivalists,
whose preaching and prayers indicate their
belief that the sinner must wait till God does
his work and saves him by the direct oper-
ation of his Spirit. This law is frequently
overlooked by those who say, “ If God reigns
in the heavens, why should he permit iniquity
to abound and error to be rampant? Why
not abolish them with a word? Why not
awake men from slumber and compel them
to obey him 2" He cannot. Dii‘b:lnot ::ﬂ
the congregation in the synag azar
of thcorgrmg lepers in the timogff Elisha the
prophet wio might have been healed, but
none were cleansed, save Naaman the Syrian?
Did he not remind them of the widows in
Israel, who might have extended hospitality
to the prophet Elijah and olitained the bles-
sing, but all except one, the widow of Sarepta,
missed their opportunity ?  As it was in the
days of the prophets, 50 it is now. The will
must surrender to be healed ere ever the
sinper can be saved. Our Lord addressed
the ten Jepers thus : “ Go and shew yourselves
unto the priests."” Immediately following we
have these words: *“ It came to as they
went, they were cleansed.” In*the act of
obedience they oblained the great blessing.
Christ’s command was given as a trial of
their faith. He bade them do that which
implied that a cure would certainly be

effected. Sucha e::or:wy would have been a
waste of timé and , had they not believed
that, in being obedient, they would be cured.
Unlcufobaled they v;ou b oot go to tll:e
priests for inspection, for they would simp
repeat the cure before pronounced. In thg
act of obedience in which their faith was evid.
enced the blessing was obained. So it ever
has been, and will be. Jesus commands and
waits for us to obey, tre the blessing of for-
giveness is experienced.
—The group of cleansed men go on
to\tnrds lhe‘c?: pto submit tbemselvagto the
no doubt rejoicing in their restored
th, when one of their number, ** when be

saw that he was healed, turned back, with a
loud voice Elorifying God, and he fell upon
his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and
ke was a Samariten.” The nine Jews went on
their way. They thought no more of Christ.
“Out of sight, out of mind with them, but
the Samaritan, who was a stranger to the
Commonwealth of Israel, the last man whom
we would have expected to do so, gave tender
expressions of gratitude. How often is this
repeated in our own day? The people who
came to Christ, are frequently, the last we ex-
pect to come, while thoss whom we have
every reason to expect, go on in their sinful
way, and the latter class are in the vast ma.
jority. *Itis 10 to 1 if any return to give
thanks." We hadv: he;zr a sample of u;:::
passes on every day. Even amongst t

who, by Christ's touch of healing, bave had
their spiritual | y cleansed, there are to
be found many igo give no outward recogni-
tion ; no visible sign of gra itude. They are
certainly in debt to Jesus. Men looked for
a Deliverer, and none came ; the whole head
was sick, and the whole heart faint.” Christ

came to bring immortal health and the tree
* of life was ted by his band who leaves
~are for the healing of the nations. He calls
his from darkness into light, saves

them from the penalty of sin, preserves them
in temptation, sustainiog them in sorrow and
pain, sanctifies them by divine grace. One
would think the recipients of such favors
could never forget their benefactor, be dumb
or mute, and withhold testimony. One would
expect them in humble gratitude to say
* drop, drop slow tears,
And bathe those beasteous feet,
Which beoaght from heaven,
The news and prince of peace.

But no! Such is the inconstancy of men
in rnghteousness, the nﬁty with which
blessiogs are forgotten, many
the spirit of the nine Jews, while but few
evidence the heartfelt gratitude of the Sam.
aritan.

The spirit of thankfulness is seen in creation.
“The heavens declare the glory of God, and
the firmament showeth i': bandiworck ™
“Day unto day uttereth h and night
unto night sheweth koo " Gratitude
is a natural virtue, frequently seen in men
who know not God. egenea wrote to his
benefactor : * I know that I cannot adequately
thank you, but I shall not cease to say that 1
cannot.” Plato thanked the gods that he
was first 2 man, then a Greek, then an Athe-
nian; and last that he had Leen bom in the
age of Socrates, Gratitude is sometimes
scen even amongst the beasts of the field.
We are infor in history of a lion which
refused .to touch a Christian in the amphi-
theatre, because he nised bim to be the
‘“friend in need " who once tended his
wound in the cavern of the desert. And who
will doubt 1hat scripture teaches gratitude to
be an essential element in religion ? Moses
said: *“ When ye have eaten and are full,

shall bless the Lord thy God." Paul :
“ In every thing give for this is the
will of Christ Jesus concerning you." *“Ia
everything, by Etyer. and supplication with
th iving, let your request be made
known to God." And Jesus thus spake to
the Samaritan, * Were not the ten cleansed ?

but where are the nine? \Vere there nooe
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mpdtwmw;dwgiveglotylo(}od,

this stmaget
“?bc Lord deliver us from the absorbing
slfishoess of the nine, “the worse legco;g
in our hearts of infamous thanklessness,” an
help us, though the nine go on their way, to
return with grateful hearts to our Divine
Benefactor, ing ourselves at his feet,
ready to be used of him, and exclaim, like
the ist: *“ What shall I render unto the

ek forsarndggmae ghe (e

the vation, an upon
::eolgepbord. I will pay my vows unto
the Lord now, in the presence of his people.”

. Poets” Corner.

So will we sing and praise thy power,—Pyalm 21: l;
——C ——
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“ Merry Christmas, every one!"

Original Contributions.

Seek that excel to the edifying of the church.
”-'-'.'mﬂ.- 14 18,

— —
The Communion or Lord's Supper.
. J. POND,

Riots have taken place recently over the
4 benwented:;loohag to
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the tragic events of Calvary were so near,

and already were casting %oomy. sombre
;:;Idom over him. Jesus in instituting it

“Do THIS IN RENEMDRANCE OF ME" (1
Cor. 11 : 24). Also the Apostle says:
“ Christ our passover was sacnficed for us,
therefore lef us keep the feast™ (1 Cor. 5 : 8).
These passages s convince that Christ
wished it to be observed, and this conviction
will be driven home in our minds when we
remember that while bis disciples were still
around the table Jesus said: “Ir vz rove
ME, Kegp My Cowmmanpmexts" (John 14 :

15).

(2) When and how often should it be observed ?
We ﬁngrﬁl:inly stated in the Divine Word
that “ isci came together on the
first day of the to break bread " (Acts 20:
7) that is, on our Sunday. We also learn

“They comtimued stedfast in the Apostle's
tnchin? and fellowship, and in br of
bread" (Acts 2 : 42). We find also that Christ,
the Head of the c1nm:h. met with his followers
in the breaking of bread on the first day of
the week, thus setting an example to keep
up.

A WERKLY CELEBRATION OF HIS DEATH.

h“; xe::! th;x;whe: en:sp::mdnsez carly
the first day of the wee rst to
Mary Magdalene ., . . after that he

red in another form unto two of them "
(Mark 16 : g-12). Of these latter two we
read: “It came to pass as he sat at meat
with them ; he took bread, and blessed it,
and brake and gave tothem " (Luke 24 : 30).
On the following Sunday Christ agam met
with his disciples, for we read : ** After eight
days again his disci were within ., , .
then came Jesus™ (John 20 : 26), The term
cight days is in accordance with the
Jewish custom of counting the day they
commenced on with the corresponding day
of the next week, It is plain then that to
follow Christ we must meet on the first day
of the week to show forth hisdeath.  Ancient
church historians expressly state that weekly
communion was universal in the early
church, The Greek church practised it for
700 years, and the Latin church for nearly
400 years. It is pleasing to note that there

is a growin y among all denomina.
tions & more r observance of
the Lord's Su Jobn Wesley, in a

sermon on regular communion, says: “ I say
constantly receiving: for as to the phrase
communion, it is absurd to the last
+ « « For if we are not obliged
to communicate constantly, by what argu-
ment can it be proved that we are obliged to’
communicate freguently 7 Yea, or more than
once in seven or once before we dic?
Every argument brought for this either
proves that we o:ﬁht to do it comstantly, or
proves nothing atall. . ., ., With respect
to this or any other command, he that, when
he may obey if he will, does not, will have
no place in the kingdom of heaven " (vol. 3,
p. 171-179).
3) The manner in which it should be cdserved.
¢ find that Christ in instituting it, ** Took
bread, and when he had given thanks, he
brake it, and gave to them, saying, * This is
my body, which is givea for you, this do in
remembrance of me,' Likewise the cup after

supper " (Luke 22 19-20). The ordinance

therefore in its institution was
CHARACTERISED BY EXTREME SIMPLICITY.

Thanks were given for the bread—emblem
of the body broken for us; and in like
manner the cu blem of Christ's blood
shed for us. For this reason the Greek
church early s it the Ewcharist, which
word signifies jving, Praise also is
appropnate, for we : “They sung a
hymn " (Mark 14 : 26). The disciples were
a(so addressed when thus assembled, which
we learn from Acts 20 : 7, where * Paul
Ereuhed unto them,” and other passages.
Ve gather also that the contribution was
then attr’ded‘:‘o..f:; :t’ are told : ‘;})pon
the first day o every one of you

gyhimﬂsuomuGodhupmwed
him" (1 Cor. 16: 2).

(4) What it stands for, or the meawing of the
ordsmance

(6) THE SEAL OF A MOMENTOUS COVENANT,
The Oriental custom is to seal a compact
with blood, Christ, knowing his blood was
soon to be shed, and pointing to the blood of
the grape as an emblem of his seal of the
covenant, said: “This is the New Testa-
ment in my blood" (1 Cor. 11: 25). In this
new agreement God in Christ covenants to
save mankind from sin, and Christ's blood is
the ratification thercof—the seal of the
testator.

(8) It 1s A MEMORIAL oF CHRIST'S DEATH
for our t ns. Great events in the
history of pations are commemorated by
appropriate celebrations, as for instance the
ina; tion of our A Common-
wealth, The Jews observed the passover to
remind them of the great deliverance in and

from Ega Io the same way we by this
publish Christ's death. Apnn{a P':I tells
us: “As often as ye eat this bread and drink
this oug ye do show the Lovd's death™ (1 Cor.
1 @ 26).

(¢) I'r)rom'rs T0 CHRIST'S SECOND COMING,
again, and thet in pataking of ths ets - e
in, that in part “

rsho' forth the Lord's death until
come” (1 Cor. 1t : 26). This thought is
beautifully expressed by the poet, thus—

le Paul writes:
blessing which we bless, is it not the com.
munion of the blood of Christ? The bread
which we break, is it not the communion of
the body of Christ 7 (1 Cor. 10: 16), The
Greek word here translated * communion "
means “a sharing together,” therefore the
verse means—the cup of blessing is a sharing
or joint participation in Christ. 'We share
with Christ in all the i
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IT 18 A SACRAMENT OR rrmpor. It is Don' Christm ma in knowledge as well as grace:
pl&ly apparent that by we in. . ts for w2 mm’ mothy they are to be examples to the
volve ourselves with Christ. The Apostle _ Don't pay more for the Christmas tree than  cpyeeh: ne sh dsnsoln before, leading

says: “You cannot drink the cup of the YOU can pay for the fruit. rather than goiog behind to drive,

Lord and the cup of the devils™ (1 Cor. 10: . Don't send any gentleman adorer a gold Deacons, on the other band, as thelr name
"Z: To partake of one was to renounce the toothpick, He may have falss teeth, implies, are the servavfs of the chureh, not
, thus in this feast all ce is shown Don't send your pastor embroidered slip. rulers. Their duties are nowbere formally

to Christ. The Latin church early styled it pers. To travel the straight and parrow path  Jaid down, nor do their qualifications clearly
mkn lu:nme:t. 'nher.u the name of the Roman requires hoboail shoes. i?::ute P;:&m. Frol? ﬁAcuG . :o.g,.d’ where
' cath of allegiance, 1.¢., sacramentum, ' their a tment st meot we
but this gives only ome phase of its meaning, ,,i}:o: m{u’ﬁu rlgayt&h:::m: ::d‘:r,;:; learn that their primary doty wias to attend

:
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fix on a term not used in

re, which exalts one particular phase
to the losing sight of the remainder .phWo
must puukos th self-examination (1 Cor,
112272

), for if we are violating our du
to wo are perjurers of the -ou?
NOT THAT ABSTAINING WILL ADSOLVE. The
ion in verse 29
—would fall upon you if unworthy, whether
you partake or not, but by examination yoa
can escape that judgment. *“ Forif we would
judge ourselves, we should not be judged (of
the , but when we are judged we are
of the Lord that we should xor BE
conNDEMNED with the world"™ (1 Cor. 11 :
3.8".3 beme riaking
o we are " ing. “Do
thiszn remembrance ofme"’:s the pathetic
request of a Saviour soon to die. We look
with hearts reverential, our thoughts directed
brist, who of himself
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~ January 6th.—Home Mission Sunday
in New South Wales, Victoria, and
South Australia,

will do justice to both.

Don't make friend a present and be
disappointed bo,e?l:n he doesn’t give some.
thing. Perbaps you bave surp him.

Don't place your expectations of a Christ-

ft too gi:h. ‘IP: may bave to pat
your foot in your stocking to find anything
in it

Don't give presents to people not quite so
prosperous as yourself, and tell them ot to
reciprocats because they can't afford to make
presents.

Don't give a boy a drum and forbid him
bem’ni it, nor your daughter a horse and
order her not to take it out of the stable
without your permission.

Above all things, doa't have the bad taste
to be for ever harping on what you would like
to bave for a Christmas gift. Your friends
may be attacked with nausea and you will get

ing.

Don't make wife a gift of something
she has for an entire year; for then
it looks as if made & necessity and

cheated your wife out of a real Christmas
present,

Thete is generally a fine field for the exer.
cise of charity within a block of your own
home.

The beauty of making Christmas presents
Is to leave t{o recipient convinced that the

t is an expression of friendship or love.
mma.ko it appear as a formality, an
obligation, or because it was expected. ghlu
the gift a heart offering or don’t make it at
all.—Exchange,

The Querist.

Aveld foolish questions . , . for they are unpeofitable
ldnh.—mnsfo-“
— e

1. What are the duties of elders and deacoms

joely 2

RerLy.—The elders are the rwlers of the
church (1 Tim. 5 : 17), and as such they
should bave control or provide for the control
and direction of all its meetings and organi-
sations, They are the pastors or she h:s:of

the srldtul flock (Epb. 4 : 11), and as such
should guard, guide and feed it (1 Pet. 5 : 2),
and, like the good d, should seek the

shepher

wanderer and bring him back. They are the
bisheps of the church, and as such should
everses and “ﬁ‘“ the spiritual ioterests
of the members, individually and collec-
tively (Acts 20:28; Titus 1: 5.7),

are aut deachers of the church, and
beoce ooe of bis qualifications is “apt to
teach " (x Tim. 3 : 3), hence they are to
citber teach themselves or see that it is done
by other competeat persons, that the church

to the necessities of the poor in the church,
and as this requires money, the control of
ficance for the meeting of current expenses

and general provision for the tem
requiremeats of the church bn!nn’llybag::

to them. It is pot their duty or right to
either teach or rule, any more than it is that
of any private member, and il t take

spiritual oversight of the church, as %0
o%en do, it can only be rightfully done by
the special reguest of the church, and as a
lcmpoug expedient peading the appoint.
ment of duly qualified elders. Govermment
deacons as swch 15 an unscriptural absurdity.

2. At the Lord's Supper should we have s slice
of bread ov & loaf, and it be cul or broken ?

Repiv.—The inspired account says:
“Apd as they were eating Jesus took 2he
loaf (so it is in the Greek), and blessed and
brake it "™ (Matt, 26 : 26). If we follow this
example we cannot go wrong, and certaioly
a whole loaf or cake more fitly symbolises
the perfect and unmarred bodvy of Jesus,
2;11:00"60« us, than does a fragment or piece

read.

3. Asto where comtributvons should be
the circumstances of each case and a litle
common sense must decide, No other rule
is required.

Sisters’ Department,
The Loed weenea that publih
w?::n‘thh'n.‘!l.h‘hd- o8 n%v.] .
—_—

v s E : 4
The December meeting, held on the 7th
inst.,, was under the presidency of Mrs.
Moysey, who also conducted the devotional
exercises. Mioutes and correspondence
were dealt with; the latter included letters
from Mrs. P. Ludbrook, Miss Thompson
and Mrs. C. L. Thurgood. :
Resolved that we donate £1 10s. to Rescae
m- . PN e e
Resolved that our first meeting in pew
year take the form of prayer and
meeting. Sisters B. ]. Kemp and i A,
Davies were requested to write papers for
same. s
The additions from Sonday Schools were
reported as follows :—~North " Richmoad, 3;
Tabernacle, Swanston-street, 2; Prabran, .
TSup«iolondnuoIH ital visitation and
emperance gave ver reports.  Sister
Pittman wu. welcomed to the meeting.
Next meeting, Jaouary 4th, 1901, |
Homsz Mission, !
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LORD'S DAY SCHOOL AND FRIENDS AT BARKER'S CREEK.

could be easily raised. The meeting at Swanstoa-
street was not so well attended as we would bave
liked, owing to various circumstances. Bros.
Harward and Pittman were the speakers. Bro.
R. Lyall, in the absence of Mr. Johoston, sang 3
solo, and kindly led the singing. To these brethrea
the committee express sincere thanks. A meetiog
bas been arranged at Lygon-street oo Thursday,
20th inst., when we hope to see a large meeting.

Dearn SisTers,—

On Wednesday, the 7th of November we held our
usual “ rally " for the ** Burwood Boys.” There
were present seven of your committee, and seven
visitors. The meeting was most encouragiog, not
because of the number who attended, but we bad
among our visitors, the Presidents of the Prabran
and South Yarra Societies, and they each took
away material to make up. The mending is so
badly needed that a whole day soon passes and
there is mo time for mew articles. Our Sister
Zelius brought in ten shirits which she bad taken
home to make.

On the 215t of November, cight of your com-
mittee visited the Dorcas Society at Cheltenbam.
We found eight sisters workiog for the Burwood
Boys. They gave us a most kindly welcome, and
have sent in a parcel of 21 shirts for the Burwood
Boys' Home.

n the 26th inst., eight of your committee vis-
ited the South Yarra Dorcas Society, found two
members present eogaged in Dorcas work for
Burwood Boys and Hospital.

On Wednesday, December 5th, we beld our
rally for the moath. Eight of your committee
were present, and seventeen visitors: the best
rally, as regards pumbers, we bave had. We
finished all our mendiog in good time. Your com-
mittee desire to thank most heartily the lollowi:aj
societies and individoals for taking away materi
to make before our next rally :—Sister Zelius took
a dozen yards; Sister Byran, of Prabran Dorcas
Society, the same. She also brought in work
taken from previous rally and eighteen garments
for a family in North Richmond church. Sister
fLee, of South Yarra Dorcas, brought work—fin-
ished a parcel of shirts, also parcel for same family
at North Richmond. Sister B. J. Kemp, president
of the Swanston Street Dorcas, tcok a parcel to
make up, and Sisters A. Kemp, Webster, Moysey,
Gladish and Sherward, of Swanston Street, took
work to make up. Sister McCoutrie, of Haw-
thorp, also took the same. Such kindly interest
is most cheering to your committee, and we hope
our work will grow, and to God be all the praise.

Erizaset Davies.

A few Sundays ago a visitor was to have
preached at a chapel in a country town not 100
miles from Loodon, but was prevented from so
doi%by illness.

When it came to the time foc the sermon, a very
nervous curate got up and said : * We regret that
owini to illness Mr. ——, who was to have
preached bere to-night, is unable to do so, and I
am sure the copgregation will join with me in
hoping that be will soon be better.” He fol-
lowed this by saying, almost in the same breath :
“ My text this eveoing is from Psalm 109: 8,
‘Lethis daysbe [ew; and let another take hisoffice.' ™

Mamma :—* Now, Freddy, remember what I
say. I don't want you to go into the next garden
to play with that Binks' boy ; he's very rude.”

‘reddy :-—}burd a few minutes afterwards call
ing over the lence)—" 1 say, Dioks, Ma says I'm
not to goin your garden because your , but
you come into my garden—I ain't rude.”
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The Christmas Spiret,

It would bave been strange indeed if the
adveat of Jesus bad not been attended with
some external signs, indicating that an event
of more than ordinary importance had taken
place. It could bardly be expected that
beaven and earth would remain demb when
the most momentous event in the world's
history was transpiring. As a matter of fact,
both were eloquent. Eloqueot, bowever, in
& way that was not of man's conception or
planniog. Worldly wisdom would have
armoged a pageantry—striking enough for
the time, but as unreal and as evanescent as
adream. As it was, the circumstances at-
tendiog the birth of Jesus bad about their
simple grandeur the quality of immortality.
The pastiog of the centuries bas pot dimmed
their lustre por taken from tbeir beauty.
After a lapre of pearly two milleniams, bis-
tory fails to furnish us with anything more

beautiful or grander than the story of the
pativity. Not only fo regard to the events
themselves, but in reference to those also of
which they were prophetic. For the circum-
stances attending the adveot of Jesus not
only indicate a present good, but were also
omens of better things to come. Thus a
writer says :—*“ Unto those who had eyes to
sec and a soul to understand, the natlvity
was attended by favourable omens in heaven
above and on earth beneath. The story is
told in Luke's gospel with a very delicate
touch, and the atmospbere is one of great
joy. The coming of Jesus was beralded by
songs which have passed into the praise of
the Christian church, They all sang, who
bad to do with the Holy Child—the angels
who escorted him from the heavenly places
and bore the message of the divine good-will;
Elizabeth, as she received ber young kins-
woman, and did bhonor to the mother of the
Lord; Zacharias, whose son was to run be-
fore bis face clotbed in camel's hair and girt
with & leathern girdle ; Simeon, who was to
bold the infant Messiah in his arms and be
ready to die in peace ; and chiefly Mary, on
whom the very crown of motherhood rested.
The beaveos shed forth their light oa earth,
and a star rested above Bethlchem, Wise
men from afar—the ambassadors of the
great, and shepherds from the flocks—the
ambassadors of the poor, came and koelt by
the cradle, whea the Hope of Ages bad been
fulfilled, and God bimself had entered into
buman life.” It was the beginniog of a new
era—tbe ringiog out of the old, the bringing
in of the new. 1

The advent of Jesus is the ceatral point of
all history—all the lines of true development
are seen coaverging to it. Not only in
Jewish history, is it seen that Christ is the
culmivatiog point, but dimly, as io a glass
darkly, in Gentile bistory as well. The
bopes and aspirations of Jew and Gentile
scemed to be ceatred in a Coming Deliverer,
who should isaugurate the Goldea Age.
That Hebrew bards and seers should have
visions of a Comiog One secoms natural
enough, bat it comes upon us as a sur.
prise to find & Pagan poct continuing
the song of the Hebrew bards. Virgil, the
prince of the Latin poets, who died about 20
years before Christ, seems to bave been im.
pressed with the coming of the new dispens.
ation. The poem in which Virgil seems to be
filled with prophetic fire, is worthy of our
carpest consideration, as indicating bow near
the highest thought of the Pagan world ap.
proximated to our conception of truth, The
following is a version of the poem in which
mythological names are left out ;

Whea snciest justice shall return 10 earth,
And Time's great book s fical uadold,
Siace Time Is ripe and halls birth,

*The Irca Race shall cease, and soon elate
A Golden Race its bappy course begia ;
The pations dwell togetber withoot hate,
Man belog born anew and cleansed of sin.
* Whom do Immortal Presences surrousd
Where light of life immortal grows not dim,
A bappy world shall rule in peace profound
His Father's virtoe manifest in Him,
“0O Child! Earth brings thee all ber first green
t : :

Ivy and Holly, winter's little store,
Undriven the sbe-goat her sweet burden brings,
And mighty lloas afright the berds no more,
* Dead lies the polscaces saake amoog the grass,
And dead the nightshade asd the bembock dead,
Ouly sweet herbs spring up where thoa shalt pass
And flowering branches o'er thy cradle spread.
* Dear Child | Beagotten of the Eternal Sire,
The beavens 10 tell thee near with gladoess rang;
O coald I see the world's fuldlled desire,
Thea would I sleg as poet never sang."™
For centuries after, the Christian charch
regarded this poem as propbetic of the advent
of Christ, and it may be, that Viegil proph-
esied better than he knew. On the otber
band, able and accomplished critics regard
it as a reflection of the vague uosettlement
and expectancy prevailing in the Roman
world during the last ball century before
Christ. Which ever view is taken, it is none
the less a remarkable production for the
time, and would seem to emphasise the
thoaght of Paul, that in their seeking after
God, be was not far from any one of them.
But the Golden Age has not come yet, say
some. In one sense it bas pot, bat in another
it bas. It bas pot come in tho senss of its
perfect development, but it has come in its
initial and progressive stage. The note of
gladoess which was sounded at Messiab's
birth bas not been sounded in vain. Men
have done what they could to destroy the
gladdening influence of the Christ, but they
bave not been able to destroy, only to check,
The most joyous and freest lands to-day, are
those in which the people rejoice in and
celebrate the advent of Christ. Compara.
tively speaking our day is a Golden Age -
when compared with pre.Christian times,
Anyone living in the time of Augustus |
Cwmsar, haviog bad vouchsafed to bim a vis- |
ion of our own days would bave no besitation
in speaking of them as golden, oo the mere
grounds of contrast. True, that h these
days we can find the same evils in existence
a3 thea, bat with this difference, they are
recognised as evils and pot virtues. The
evils of to-day were virtues of that far-off
yestorday. I1fit be urged that the forces of
evil are so rampaot now as to make
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ch a5 pever was seen, for at least thirteen
eaturies back, then it seems only right that
e should Jook bopefully into the fature, and
gpect a time when the Golden Age should he
ully come. In the meantime, the Christian
a0 rejoice that the Old Old Story of the
Nativity of Jesus bas pot lost its ancient
tharm, It stands to-day as the symbol of
Jove and chbarity. East and West, North
and South, the day observed as the birthday
of Jesus, is the most joyous and gladsome day
ofall the year. Not a joyousaess and gladoess
‘—‘“‘ ch are self.centred, but which are diffu-
gve. A joy which must be sbared, a glad-
ess which must be scattered, finding their
completeness in the joy and gladness of

pers.  This is the true Christmas- spirit
which Christ bas called into existence, and
jhich is well expressed in the following
words from Whittier :—
: d over all waters, reach oat from all lands,
Ihe chorus of voices, the clasping of hands ;
fag hymns that were sung by the stars af the morn,
soaps of the angels whes Jesss was born |

With glad jubiiations

3 Briog bope to the natios |
The dark night Is eading and dawn bas begac ;
Rise bope of the pations, arise lke the sun,
All speech flow to msusic, all bearts beat as ooe!”

-
~ Editorial Notes.
h
e Disciples and Drink.
The Christian Evemgelist, referring to the
jasition taken by our preachers in America
po the Probibition Question, says: “It is
pubtful if & larger per cent. of Prohibition-
its are to be found among the preachers of
3y otber religious body than can be found
mong those of the disciples of Christ. They
8 characteristically at the forefront in every
eatial reform movement, especially those

fnvolving the moral interests of the country.”
This is also true of Australasia. In the New
"* i Probibition campaigo our preachers

at tbe very front, while in Australia
are not behind in the Temperance
pent. And io this respect they but
feflect the seotiments of the motherland as a
whole. It is doubtful if any of the churches
would long support a preacher who was not
L total abstaiver, Of course in America,
Where the disciples are relatively more
rous than o Australia, and where in
‘places, the State of Missouri for
¢, they are the strongest body
ically, their influence is much greater
jo this country. But all the world
wer, we believe, they are in the forefroat
© this unqualified condemnation of the
‘- 25 liquor traffic. s

“Ring Out the Bells for Christmas.”
It is the festive time, the time for home
gatherings and Christmas presents, ** Peace
on earth, and good will toward men.” Leat
the children's stockings be bung up and well
filled. Let the Rescus Home and the Bur-
wood Boys' Home be generously remem.
bered. Cheer up the hearts and homes of
some of the poor of this world, and thus
bring rays of sunshioe into darkened souls.
There are cynics who will prove to us that
Christ was not born oa 25th December.
What matter that? He was born some
time, and the date matters but little, while
the fact is everything. His birth as a babe
bas brightened child life wherever his name
is konown, while in other lands the life of
children is darkened with all the gloom of
beatbenism. He labored as a poor artisan,
and conobled buman toil. He alleviated
sufferiog and distress, and left the poor to
the care of his church. He went aboat
doing good, and left us an example that we
should follow in his steps. Christ has come,
and there is no better time to practically
remember this than at this season of the
year. Thanks be unto Ged for his unspeak-
able gift.
“ Hask! the berald angels slsg,
Glory to the sew-borm King :
Peace oo earth and mercy mild,
God and man are reconciled

The Home.
As for me and my bowse, we will serve the Loed,

wJoskex 34 : 13,

At The Church.

Jesas, mercifol asd mild,

Lead me as a helpless child ;

On oo other arm bet Thine

Would my weary soul reclise;

Thoe art ready to locgive,

Guide the wand'rer, day by day,
lotbonlnilmd-:mwa{..'

—Thes, Hastings.

————

“A man was dying not long ago, and told
bis little daughter how dreadful be felt be.
cause he must die. She said to him: Why,
Papa you have a beaatiful home in the city ;
and a {:untitul home in the mountains; and
a beautiful bome in Florida ; and a beautiful
home by the sea.
home in heaven, papa? He was obliged to
shake his head sadly and say he did not
know.

—_—

Strength in Weakness.

In 2 bome for incurables in Cleveland
died Katie Powers. The papers of that

city and of the vi where sbe bad
formerly lived gave con e space to an
account of ber life, These accounts were
su, ted by many pal testimonies
oo the part of those w lives had beea

Haven't you a beautiful -

brighteoed and belped by her example. The
c.'.'é is the more remurtl?able because Katie
Powers was berself so helpless.

Katie bad been a bLright, bappy girl. One
who bad not known her Lefore ber misfor-
tune did not obtain from ber old friends any
definite impression of ber earlier years be-
yond this simple statement, that bers was a
sunoy, bappy life.

In the dawn of yourg womanhood came
the loss of bodily power, a loss which was .
the occasion of her subsequent strength of
character. Inflammatory rheumatism left
her unable to walk, and sgc lay for moaths a
belpless sufferer. “But think,” said she
“how much I have left!"

Then the arms stiffened, and the ﬁn;cu
drew up like claws, aod the jaw grew nigid
till it would have been impossible for ber to
eat but that ber front teeth were extracted
to permit the introduction of food. Her
vision failed, too, and only a little sight re-
mained io one eye.

Then for years she lay huddled up in a
wheeled chair, a belpless, suffering woman.
She could see a little; sbe could move ber
arms a little, and that was all. Even this
slight power diminished, and only by
care was it made to last until sbe died.

So she lay and paioted sunny bits of water-
color. There was in them no suggestion of
the sufferiog, shut-in life; no reflection of
pain ; no reminder of the stiff, paioful muascles
that beld the brush. They were all sunshine
and hope. .

Somehow people did not pity ber, They
would bave done so, but she seemed not to
need pity; so they simply loved her. Her
deformities never made Lr repulsive—her
life was so beautiful. Her sweet spirit shooe
through the features disfigured by pain.
She not enly bore her own burdens, but be-
came a burden-bearer of others. ** When-
ever I feel blue,"” said a peighbor, “1 go in
;?d seo Katie; she n:wup cheerlz. gn: up.”

0 one ever spoke of cheering ; she
was always cheering others.

So for a dozen years lived this shut-in, suffer-
ing Christian woman, and & year her life
broadesed and sweeteaed. “ It makes you
believe in God,” said one. *“No life ever
seemed to me so truly Christian,” said
another,

When at leagth she passed away, bundreds
remembered ber with gratitude, and the little
water-colors in many bomes pow remind
those who koew her of the Christian sweet-
pess and unselfishness of a life made strong
in weakness.

r— —

Graves: * You remember that very band.
some watch I lost five or six years ago

Smiler: * Yer: I recall the occurrence.”

“You remeni.uc bow 1 looked high and

Jow for it, and could not find it anywhere 2"

“] remember your diligent and exbaustive

search.

“ Well, yesterday I on an old waist-
coat that I hada't :ompgc years, agd what
do you think I found io the pocket ¥

“ ;{our watch, me  coogratulate
you I"

“No; I found the hole 1t must
bave lost it through,"” ey
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Communion With God. The excuse that the peeded assistance over and there was the completgd map. The
the day with God, was of no valge, forp?:: poor were always rtofessoc. who is in one of the Bible
down to him in prayer; present, but the opportunity for boooring in America, adds that to study the Bible in
uw:lh!m”h“ abode, Christ would soon be gone. This anointiog its phases one must build the man Chrig
his love to share. was in preparation for his burial, for he first, then everytbing else will fall into jts
Open the bock of God, received no anointing at his burial. This own place. The fact is that there is but one

And read a portion there ;

That it may hallow all my thoughts
And sweeten all thy care.

Go through the day with God—
Whate'er thy wock may be;

Whﬁn'gr thow art—at home, abroad,
He still is near 10 thee,

Converse in mind with God —
The lm‘bnwnvud ralse ;
Acknow every good bestowed,
And offer gratefal praise.
Conclude the day with God,
Thy siss to Him confess ;
Trust in the Loed's atonisg bleed,
And plead his rightoousness
Lie down at night with God,
Who gives his servants :
And when thou tread'st the vale of death
He will Y guard and keep.

Sunday School.

Thea were there unto him little children.
—Mat L ERED
P

Lxsson ror JaNuary 6TH.
Matt. 26 : 1-16.

Jesus Anocinted at Bethany.
Golden Text.—She hath done what she conld.—
Mark 14 : 8.

\BYOND the
Soutbhern
slope of Mt.
Olivet from
Jerusalem,
and on the
castern side
lay the vil-
lage of Bet-
baoy — the
:{ome " of

» Mar.
tb::’ Laza-
rus, and

Jesus is being entertained. This happened in
April, A.D. 30. The woman who came to
Simon's house bringing such precious gifts
brought

]
B
g
3

»
which is a soft, white stony substance, ﬁun
its contents—a precious perfume, made by
brusing the leaves and spikes of the spikenard
plant apd mixiog with oil and aromatics—
the head of Jesus while be reclines at
table. Her action brought an objection
whose avaricious eye glhstened
bebeld such wanton waste. The
seemed to have been led by
, too, were indigoant, But
was all for the Lord, and to be

EVERLASTING REMEMBRANCE.
idiog from tbe disciples,
the Master of 0
shows that
upon

S
i

E’
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i
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1
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work, and

i

I

incident at Simon's bouse is joined to the
gospel for all time. Jesus declared that
“ wheresoever this gospel shall be preached
in the whole world, there shall also this, that
this woman hath done, be told for a memorial
of ber." But how different the case of him
who did
ALL FOR MAMMON.

Whether Judas purposed to betray his
Master because be resented the Lord's open
reproof, or that having just lost 300 pence
(about £10 10s. according to Abbott) and
desired to make good that loss, is immaterial,
It is safe to concede that Judas was a bad
map, for he was a thiefl. he climax of his
badoess is reached whea be makes a contract
to sell his Lord for 30 pieces of silver—the
g;icco of a slave. So popular had Jesus now

ome, that to attempt to take him openly
would bave created a riot. To avoid this,
Judu agrees to seek an opportune moment
or the betrayal, when Jesus would be less
likely to be surroundea by a multitude. Thia
occasion Jesus found for them on the night of
the Passover, when Jesus was alone with his
disciples in the quiet and lopely garden of
Gethsemane.  In the character of Judas
Iscariot we see the results of serviog mammon
rather than God. Choice determines destiny.

Jas. JonnsTon,

First Principles.
Lxssox »or Janvary 67u.

THE BIBLE~Its Authority and

Covenants.
ILLUSTRATIVE.
' S%:rgeon speakiog of the Bible said:
—** Everywhere I find God speaking; itis
God’s voice, not man's ; the words are God's
words; the words of the eternal, the Invis.
ible, the Almighty, the Jehovah of Ages.
The Bible is God's Bible; and when I see it

I seem to hear a voice springiog up from it,
saylog, “ I am the Book of Gog; study my
rage, for I was penoed by God; love me,
or he is my author, and you will see him
visible and manifest everywhere.”

" There are three R's i the Bible—Ruin by
sio, Redemption by Christ, and Regenera-
tion by the operstion of the Holy Spirit
through the Word.,

Whea some one said to Carlyle that there
was nothing remarkable in the Book of
Proverbs, he simply replied, ** Make a few.”

1,406,801 copies of the Bible bave been
distributed by the American Bible Society
for this {w alone.

Prof. W. G. Moorbead brought home =
dissected map for his two children as a pres-
eot. Giving it to them he said: “ Now if
you can put this together you will know
more about Geography than if you studied
a book.” They set to work but the task
was harder thao they thought, They got it
totally mixed up and finally concluded to let
it alone, The older of the two girls, how-
ama;:nmo%motthcb'lochommd

un of & man upon it, and with this
clue she bullt the man, thea turned the whole

pame that binds tbe Book together. The
014 and the New meet in Christ. -
Jas. JounsTow,

From: The Ficld; =8

mubm"u.—um-u:n._ '

Queensland.

LTI LT "
Wl:f Mosxton Nores, ;I mmd‘l: m“:
the ball-yearly report recen F A
the nhnz omzlmﬁg ehnrcgn. m-‘
Creek, and Hoonah bad been unsnimously received

In10 the West Moreton combination. Rosewood pro.
mised {20 1o Evangelistic Fuad to first of May, 1901,

and paid down f10. Ma Ma Creek promised £16 for
umcp;uiod. paid down (8. Boooah plé.bl
£8 for same period,

Mt Walker, $1h Dec. Wi Bames

Gnm: —Two oat of uo; mlgomnde the
good confession yesterday. To the glory
December o~ / AH
mmmmmt&mwd'oﬁol&
vious week were baptised recaived into fellow.
m last Lord"s Day. . ]
ber 12th. AH,

o

West Australia,

Prari. —There was a social gat of Sunday
School Teachers and others o.-rm;m
220d (ast., to say good-bye to Sister Jeakinson, whe,
through i1l health, is compelled to leave for Englasd,
Musical itoms were resdered and*refreshmants pare

taken of, after which Sister Jeakinson was
with some tokems of cateems, Sister bas
been a consistent worker in the ch and ]

Sehool for some time, and we regret that she found
to leave us

Bro. Hawkins preached on Su cvdq."
inst, when one cog‘;'.ud his faith in w.a
was immersed with one who bad Th

New South Wales. .

of woek on Oct, raand 13. It
was quite a success.  'We will be
church the sem of {80 towards our
refSects great credit om our class,
beotbers and sisters of Woollahra who help
make it the success it was, Wo thank you

our Bros. Waldeo, Dickson, Colboarne,and C
bourse. We also thask
oey, oot forgetting oar
coasiderably, sisters from

KetLzvie.~We have bad Bro. Gordon.

with us foc the i ths with great s
m-m:'u'“ ©
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Victoria,

puneun-~Christmas would seem to have started
sithus &5 we had & large meeting yesterday in the
mocning (19) when C. W. Milse, from Border Town,
Mud D. McCallom gave us a woed of
and in the evening, at 7.30, & gospel sor-
ioe was beld at Lillimur South, at which there wore
shoet 60 in number, when D. McCallum took the
wrvice for Bro. Leng, allowing him to become a
ystener instead of preacher.
Dec. 17- BJL
5.5.U, Revoxr —Visited Doncaster on the 20d ult.
aod foond them in good erder. Bro. Tully, superin.
wodest, Bro, Greenwood condocts the Bible Class.
The andible reading of the lesson was very good, and
with expeessicn.  The boys and girls also answered
freely aoy qoesticos from the platform. Average
steadance, 7t. They have also a good moening class.
1n ccanection with the school (hey have a Total Abstin-
eoct Society. Every member signs bis or her own name,
334 receives a neatly framed pledge card, which s
much peized. MR H.
Barcxz's Caxzx—-On Lord's Day, December 3rd,
Bro. Griffiths brought his work bere 10 & close We
tad splendid meetings both morning and evening,
Oa Monday evening the church tendered him & fare-
well social, which was well attended and enjoyed by
ererybody.  Bro. W. Symes filled the chair, and in a
few words explained the object of the meeting and his
wppeeciation of Bro. Griffiths and his work. A good
354 various programme was gose through, incloding
coffee and plenty of eatables provided by the sisters.
The musical part was under the direction of Bro. and
Satter Oweas, who with the choir rendered some good
selections during the meeting. Duets were sung by
Sisters Michell and Schier and Sisters Ads Symes
wnd Schier, and a quartet was rendered by Bro,
104 Slater Hogarth and Bro, and Sister Upstill. A
wog by Sister Olive Symes broeght down the bouse,
Racitations by Bro. F. Pritchard and Willie Symes
ilmmmmwﬂml’h‘m}am&

Addresses were given by Brethren Leversha, Morn-
iagton, asd Hogarth. Bro. Hogarth had the pleasing
duty, o behalf of the charch, to present Bro. Griffiths
with a pair of gold asd opal sleeve links, and collar
ind beeast stods to mateh, as a token of their esteem
towards him. Bro. Griffiths suitably replied. Re-
Mmadmuo(vuiouihdshwguava
bappy evening 10 a close,

Decembar 7th. H. Levezeia
S.5.U. Rercar.—Visited Lygoa Strest School oo
tbe 30b, and foand all going cm well. A sice fnfast
class of about 4o, still cared for by Miss McColl. The
teadiag of (he lessons was very good, as was also the
saging. Each class recites a verse 1o Bro, Thurgood
it 1% close, selected from the day's lesson. The
classes pay great attention, and snswer promptly to
{be bell. Average attendance about 20 over my last
visit; number present, 140; oo roll, 210, exclusive of
4 number of boys who come from the Gordon Insti-
late, and whose names are pot insected oa roll. A
n;)d;gmymmc:m

7

—_—————

New Zealand.

Taszexacrs (Dunedis) —Yesterday completed nur
mmmﬂnﬂ three more were received ioto
fellowshbip: two restored asd coe by lstter, Derlag
©ir fve years we bave bad a pleasant and happy
period of service Is ihis Beld, The brethreo aod
Sisters have treated o8 with solform kindoess and
Consideration, and bave worked well Is overy depart-

M RH.

mest. While nothlag phenominal bas transpired,
there has been a marked advascs ~all along the lise,”
10 use & cornmon militarism.  We have bad by faith
and obedience, 118; by letter, 79 restared, 41 ; mak-
ing a total of 238, Many of these bave removed from
us by letter, & few have “gone back, and walk no more
with us” (tboogh bappily very few), and somo have
“fallen asleep.” So that I do not koow what the net
gain wonld be,  The secretary could supply this in-
formation. However, the meetiogs, both for worship
and gospel proclamation are good, and the prospects
cheering. \We therefore thank God and take eao\r”m

Sournt WeLLixerox. —Another spleadid meeting
Senday evening, November a5th, Dro. McCrackett
preaching on *“*The Last Will and Testament." At
the close & man with a history came out and made the
good confession, The Sunday Scheol also scored
record attendance of 158,  ** Yet there is room."

Novemnber a6th, . DM,

—_——

South Australia,

SteaTHaLsYN. —Last night our hearts were again
gladdened by seeing one come forward at the close of
the service and make the good confession, We
sincorely trust that more will scom follow.  Bro,
Harris Is faithfolly sowing the good seed, which we
feel sure (as our meetings are exceedingly well
attended) will in God's own good time bring forth the
desired fruit; for bbe has sald that Bis word will et
return unto him void bat will accomplish that whereto
it has been sent.

December 171h, J. M. Goxoox,

STRATHALRYN ~~Since last report we have been
called wpon to mourm the loss of our late and
highly esteemed Bro. Isanc Cross, who fell aslesp in
Christ on Toesday evening last, 27th inst. Bro.
Harris committed the remains to the grave last
Thursday aftersoon, in the presence of many sorrow-
ing frieads, and last evening conducted a memorial
service in the chapel, which was crowded. Our late
brother was well known in this town asd neighborheed,
and was respected by all. May the Ged of all comfort
console the widow and fatherless in this their affictica,
and may they be kept by his sustalning power ustil
they too are called up higher 1o meet their Joved one
in heaven, and be for ever with the Lord.

December 3rd. J. M. Goxpon,

Hinbsaxsn, —Since last report was seat, Sister
Sosan Edwards bas beeo received by letter from the
chusch at York, and one yoong lady bas made the
confession. A G.

Usiey.—Large meeting to-night. P. A Dickson,
from Sydney, preached an excellent sermon, after
which thres were baptised, two of these from Cotton.
ville, The brethren at Cottonville feel encouraged

asd are looking for more to come out on the Master's
side. P.S.
Dec. 6,

York —The anniversary services of the Sunday
School were held om Sanday, Now. 1rth, Is 1he
afternoon a service of scag entitled, * Peter, the
fisherman," was reodered by the scholars. The sing-
ing, which was cosdocied by Bro, F. Charlick, in his
wonted excellent masner, was thoroughly enjoyed by
the audience, which considering many cosnter attrac-
tions was & good one.  There was & crowded congre.
gation at the evening gospel service, the latter being
interspersed with mesical mlections by the scholars,
On Nov. 1z2th the anaoal $S. Picnle was held. The
Scholars and friends were taken ia several convey-
ances to the groond, a piciuresqee spot near the
Grange, one of our waterieg places. The scholars
aod friends tborcaghly enjoyed themsslves, the for-
mer belog especially Intorested Ia the food (of which

{bere was abundasce), games, raciog. and last bat not

least, fishing in tbe river. There was no or
accidents of any kiod, and the was one of the
most enjoyable yet held. On rsday evenlag, Nov.
2201 the service of song was od ; aliboogh the

might was warm, there was a andience

sleging.
.&: 3rd. W. G. L. Canrszer,
Uwnrev.—Atteadance i the oaly fale
owing to tbe unbearable state of heat. Two were
received into 1he chaurch, In the evesing b tarned
cooler, and we had a good meeting  Bro. T, ], Gore
and at the close three were immersed, one
og from Cottoaville,
Nov, 28, Pracy STorEx,
Canew.—Senday, Nov, 25, Bro, Leng was with es
aflterncon and evenlug, preachieg to good meetings.
During the week held several services, also oa follow-
ing Sunday coadocied mestings m and after-

noon, One ng man msade the confession,

and mlnmm on Friday evening. Wednesday

evening held a very pleasant temperance meeting.
Dec. 1o, t9oa. RKS.

il Here and There.
Here o litthe and there a little.—Isalab 28 : ve.

- — e

Good meeting and one confession at Brunswick..

Prabran awakening! Another coofession last
Thursday evening.

Another confession at Besdigo and two baptisms
were repocted last week.

On his last vist to Colac G. B. Moysey had the joy
of hearing the coafession of two sisters.

H. G. Picton is on & visit to Sydney, asd preached
to a good audience at Petersham last Sunday night.
W. Burgess wishes us to say that the nember of

miles around bis circult is 180, Bot 1070 ks stated lase
woek

Remember that there are 1400 towns in Victoria
alone where we have no churches. On January Gth

you will be invited to help send the gospel to some of
these places,

The few beethren in Terang now meet each Lord's
day in R. C. Neilsan's house. Bro. Neilsen is socre-
tary, They would be pleased to have any of the
beetheen give them a call who might pass that way.

All ordecs for Fiasr Princiress have now been
flled  We have still a supply of the books, which we
wuald be gled to send ost. Wa bave alw a few of
the Sesior asd Janice Leafle's, which we can sopply
10 those requoiring them.

Plesse will all our readers remember that it is
intended to make ome great thankofferiag for Home
Missions at the Twentieth Century Demonstration in
the Lygon-st. chapel on January gth.  Please lay by
in store for this great occasion.

If any of our readers ia or aboat Melbourne fail to
attend the Twentieth Century Demonstration inm the
Lygoa-st. chapel on January gth, they will miss the
occasion of & life-time.  Set apart the afterncon and
evening for this great cccasion, Masy of our country
beethren might very profitably attend this great
Conference. The afterncon mesting is  deeply
important.

George Manifold of Christchurch, N.Z,, informs us
that the New Zealand churches are seoding 0 the
U.S.A, for k. 'W. Stevenson to work as evangelist in
that colony. Bro. Masifold kaew Bro, Stevenson in
Prince Hdward Island and represests bim a3 a splen-

did peeacher. Bro. Stevenson is a graduate of Beth-
any College.

wously absent. Bro wis uldm:'
&blp.,‘s:gh ‘s mwm lwl-!:rm Life o.l
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Percy Storer writes from Unley : * Meased to report
Muﬂomhtnyhmm man case forward
at Cottomville: he was baptised at Park-st, and was
received at Cottonville last Loed's Day morning.
Good mestings all day December gth. In the evesing,
after a splendid discourse by Beo. T. ). Gere, one who
st Sunday made the good confession was baptised,
and one came forward asd confessed his fith in Christ

Bro, Jobn A Ewers, the youngest sem of D. A
Ewers, recelved a suitably lnscribed gold medal at the
beeak-wp of the Stasmore peblic school last week
This was presented by the member for the distriet to
the scholar from the schosl who passed highest in the
recent jusior University exam. He has also recently
passed & P.T. exam, o the Pudlic Instroctica
Department, and will probably, like bis sldest brotber
in Victoria, become a school teacher.

). Colbourne writes :—* The new Almanac and
also Sample of Eight New Tracts are at band 1 am
very pleased with both. 1 think the Almanac is well
gotten up and the passages of Scripture asd versss of
Hymn most appropriate for the commoncement of the
new ceatary. [ should be on the wall of every home
where there are disciples, aud indeed every disciple
shoald secure extra copies to distribute among their
friends who as yet are not with us in the family of
God. It can bat do good wherever it is seen ™

It was our pleasare om the evening of December 12th
to attend a social meeting at the chureh in Prabran.
The schoclroom was crowded. It is wosderful what
& drawing power a bun and a cup of coffee has.
One brother spoke of the young members, asd he had
a splendid chance because they were there in force
The old members were not estirely absent, bat they
were scarce like. Bro. Percy Pittman gave a good
address, bat it was spoiled for wast of time. This is
& £oe field, and Bro. J. Pittman is making a great
effort to revive the cause there.

“The Scag of Creation " drew a large crowd to
Lygon-st, last Friday night. W. C. Mocro, B A, pre-
sided, Jas. Johaston, Litt.B, gave the coamective
scripture readings, and Nat Haddow conducted. We
do mot pose a1 a musical critic, but from stast to
Gnish we esjoyed it moch. What sarprises o1 is that
a great andience like that will gather and enjoy soch
a musical treat and then give next to nothing in the
collection, The service represeated a great amount
of work and expense, and the collection was that
paltry that those who did most of the work will have
to make up the deficiency. We ought to make up
our minds to give to this sort of thing, or stay at
home.

The Sueday School Unlon of the church of Christ
In New Scath Wales have decided to celebrate the
inasguratios of the Ausiralian Commonwealth by
boldisg a Grand Demonstration in the City Temple,
Sydoey, on Friday, Jasuary 11th, 1901. The whaole of
the schools associated with the Unloo will participate.
Borides otber ltems Choruses will be sucg by & com-
bined chodr of about 300 voices mow being specially
traived for the cccasion. A stroog working committee
Bas the matter In band asd are eadmavooriag by every
means 9 make the demonstration a success in every
particalar. It is feared 1hat the City Temple with s
fine gallery will not be sufficiently large to accommo-
date the audience which Is expected. Remember the
date Jan. 1uth, 1901,

A beother from Wellington, N.Z., writes us very
severely about what we said of John A. Dowle. He
says: “* Whatever strange ideas and errors be may
bold, I am convinced that be is hosest™ While we
are pot coavinced that he is honest, we are convinced
that be s a crank. Allow &8 (0 say that we are not
an eatiro stranger to Mr. Dowie. We are convinced

that Mr. Dowle's pretentions as a healer are &4 false
s can be.  Our brother no doubt intended his letier
for publication, but it is too long; besides, as
the secular press says, much of it is * unfit for publi-
cation™ We do not propose to allow our pages to be
used to advertise John Alexasder Dowie and his
vagaries,

A good brother thinks that cor Almanacs for * the
last fow years do mot come up to former productions,
when they were embellished with several of our
motable men.” Both last year and the year before
the Almanac had pictares of ** notable men * oo them
This good beother them boaght * & dozen or two and
sent them around ™ He Is much afraid that if we go
oa our downward course that such sheets as the
" Salvation Army ™ and * Cirittian Hereld ™ send out
will be likely to chase us out of Australia, as be has
“seen them hanging in the houses of disciples even ;
and theirs is a peany and yours twopence.” Yoo see
a lot of things in the bouses'of disciples, bat that does
not show that we will Bave to go out of the Almanac
business, To still cur brother's feverish fears let us
say that the sales of cur Almanac ls increasiag every
year. Wa do not attempt to compete with the
Salvatica Army, and if we did such halp as the above
writer gives is not likely 10 nssist ws muoch. This
same brother objects to paylsg & trifle to keep the
Chaurch Directory golag ca the score that we osght
to supply soch information without extra pay, and
then shows his liberality by sending us /- in advasce
for the Crristiax mext year, saying that it is in
advance, asd that the s/- will do instead of 9/-, What
& lot of encouragement we got from some people !

It Is to be hoped that all the churches through.
out Victoria, South Australia, and New South
Wales are preparing for a

UNITED EFFORT on
COMMONWEALTH SUNDAY for a
GRAND MISSIONARY RALLY,

A New Century and a New Nation are an
Exceptional Combination that should mark
EXCEPTIONAL EFFORT.

Shall we rise to the ocoaslon ? and on January
8th manifest our libarality.

“As ye abound In everything. In faith, and
utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence
and in your love to us, see that ye >
ABOUND IN THIS GRACE ALSO."

Coming Events. .

Ofserve the time of thelr comlng.—Jereaniab 8 : 5,
———

DECEMBER 31.—A United Walch Night See-
vice by the Suberban asd City churches, to com-
memorate the closiog of the csotury, and the
openisg of the new with prayer and praise, will ba held
at the Tabernacle, Johnstome Sireet, Fitzroy, from
10,50 10 13 pm. Addresses by Hros. Green, Har-
ward, Moero, Joheston, and others.  Singing, ers
and praisa. The brethren are sarnestly m'&" 10
belp to make this service a success.

DEC. 3§.— A waichnight service to commemorate
the closing of the old cestury and the openieg of the
sew coe will bo beld at Doncaster from 1110 12 p.m.
An address will be gives by Bro. Gressweod

JAN, 1.—Lygon-street Loed's Day School Annsal
Picolc at Ivanboe, New Year's Day, Jan, 1, 1por. All
are lavited A welcome extended 16 all old mesabers
of Lygoa-street. Tralss run frequestly, Refresh-
ments 6d. Coaveyance, 1/-
JAN. . —A ple-aic will be beld In the grousds of
the Doncaster Stale School, opposite the church,
commenciog at 2 pm. All old esembers and friends
of the Doacaster church are Invited, Hot water will
be provided.
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Visitors to the country will Sod comfort and atten-
tion combioed with mocotaln air and scesery at
Mountalo View, Mooroolbark. Terms moderata, W.
Proctor, Mostross P.O., via Croydoa. 3
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Weo want a GOOD SMART BOY to work
Austral, Apply at this Office, '
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