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Jesus and a “Sinner.”
Jo PETTMAN,

* He hazh sent me 10 bind up the brokes-hearted ™
-d8 011,

Sbe sat and wept besido his feet, the weight

Of sls oppressed her heart, for all the blame

Aad (he pooe malice of the worldly shame

ToBee were past, eatinct, and cut of date

Osly the sin remained—the leprous stato—

Sta would be melted by the heat of love;

By foes far Sercer tham are blowa to prove,

Aad pargn the silver ore adalterate.

s“‘lﬂd\'etu.t.ml\\u!xl\er entressed halr

SBe wiped the feot she was 30 blessed t0 touch ;

Aad He wiped off 1he coiliag of despair

Prom ber sweet scal, because she Joved $0 moch.

A Haxrezy COLEMDGE.
mmenm day in Christ's ministry—a

4 &f deeds of might and me(cy—ei;
~"h‘ A close, A Pharisee, nam

Simon, invite (he Nazarens to eat with him,

3

His motive in doing so is not above suspicion,
for he omits to mioister to him some of the
common courtesies of bospitality, The guest,

on entering the home of his host, divested
his feet of bis sandals. Water was provided
for him to wash his feet, 50 necessary after a
journey in sandals. The host received him
into the guest chamber with a kiss, and at the
same time ancinted his head with sweet,
fragrant cintment. These marks of cordial
welcome are neglected in this instance. Does
Simon intend aslight ? Does he wish to show
his contempt for the lowly Jesus? orisitto
show his own superiority? Jesus notesit ; and
is he not grieved, not for himself, but for Simon?
For the present, however, be lets it pass,
He meekly bears reproach that his great
mission of mercy be not hindered. * He will
not break the bruised reed, nor quench the
smoking flax." -
The table is in the centre of the ious
apartment. At its head and on both sides
are ranged couches for the guests to recline

upon, with their feet outwards, while partak-
ing of the meal. A large s is left between
the couches and the walls, so that anyone
can pass in. An Oriental's house is at all
times open to strangers. The laws and
customs of ho‘pitah't{ permit fres admission
to anyone desirous of witnessing the feast.

As the] meal is eaten thers enters a
woman who is known as a ““sinper.” She
stands behind the dust-soiled feet of Jesus.
She bends over them. Then hot tears fall
from ber eyes, His feet are bathed with
them. Still lower she bends, till her loose
tresses cover those precious feet of her dear
Lord, and she'makes a towel of her hair and
wipes off the moistened dust. Still lower she
bends, till her lips press upon them. They
are not withdrawn, She is encouraged to
give full vent to her emotions. She kisses
and kisses them again and again.
Then, withdrawing from the folds of her
dress a box of costfy cintment, she breaks it,
and over those sacred feet she pours its rich
contents, and the room is filled with sweet
fragrance.

She is a “sinner.” She has lived a life of
shame. But she has heard the precious
words that fell from the lips of the Great
Prophet. She bas seen his deeds of love and
mercy, The ice in her heart has meited.
Faith bas stretched out the band of pleading.
Self-reproach, sorrow for sin, and seli-loathing
are swelling in ber soul to bursting. She
cannot restrain ber feelings longer. The
ficod of repentance is poured over the
Saviour’s feet.

She is a *sinner.”
character | Who would like to be seen in her
society 2 Who would like to bave any deal-
ings with ber? Would pot her very touch
defile? What will people think and say
when they know the facts of this story?
Will pot Jesus sink in their estimation?
Will not his character suffer in their eyes ?

Simon is filled with self-righteous indigna-
tion. He would expel her but for the defile-
ment of ber touch. He scoms the Nazarene
as a fraud or a vile fellow. One or the other
ke must be, and if one then both.,

Sheis a “sinner;" but Jesus is the Saviour,
He comes “to seek and to save the lost.”
His mission is ““to set at liberty those that
are bound.” His spirit rejoices within bim,
for here, at his feet, is & “sinner,” believing,
penitent, humble, secking pity and mercy and
pardon.

Propriety, policy, prudence, sell-respect ;
these are human thoughts but not divine.
They are far away from the mind of Jesus.

A notoriously bad

His delight is in saving and blessing, and he
does 50 with God-like benignity and fulness.

This “sinper™ is with us to-day. The
religious world, as a whole, look u ber as

did Simon the Pharisee. She is despised as
an outcast, shunned as a pestilence, neglected
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as a reprobate. She is let alone to die in her
sins, and be buried in a suicide’sgrave. She
igi past reform. This
i t of thousands
who bear the name of Christ, and hope to
meet him in beaven. Did they but know
that beneath the degraded exterior there is a
heart that kindness and gentleness and sym-
E:byantouch and win to a higher and
Le“]'mo :::‘ykw::dldtbiukdxﬁaren' = yo'f’h;:r.
t Jesus act again, through his
disciples, as he did towards this sinner, and
tbenmosmtmyoin ?mm&m«m
every case nor the jorit cases.
Many another “sinner” had v!ntcbed the
Lo«l Many another had eaten and drunk
inhhmena;butbhmliﬁoand saving
words po effect upon them. What then,
if only this woman—this Magdalene as she
is reputed to have been—was and re-
claimed, would the dear Master think his
work in vain 2 As he uttered those words of
mercy in her ear, heaven's high arches rang
with the joyous praises of ten thousand thou-
sand angel voices. “ For I say unto you
that there is joy in the presence of the angels
of God over one sinner that repenteth more
than over ninety and nine just persons that
need no repentance,”™
We bave here a many-sided object
lesson. First and foremost is that Jesus
came to save the most abandoned and
sinful of men and women; and as his dis-
zﬁl::nlhwldcoumitajoyto"nhuptbe
r0." Then we are wamed to guard
against the spirit of the Pharisee, counting
ourselves  righteous and despising others.
Another lesson is, that our love to Christ will
be commensurats with our sense of unworthi-
ness. As our standing before God,
*there is no di " We all alike owe a
debt that we can never pay. Butall do not
understand how y dyed in sin they
are. But our love bo‘goponioutoto
the measure of our sense of sin forgiven. Job
before his trial was a man, and be was
conscious of it, but r his trial be said,
“ Now mine seeth thee, wherefore 1
abhor myself, and t in dust and ashes.”
We also learn from this narrative something
of the divinity of Christ. Sjmon “?nh
within hi nying *This man, if he
were a prophet, would have known who and
what manner of woman this is that toucheth
. him, for she is a sinper.)" Simon little
that Christ's all-seeing eye was
watching all the workings of his . Not
only did he know all about the poor creature
at his feet, but be knew Simon's inmost

_ thoughts also, Truly God is in this place!
Then the lowl ter’s son assumes the
great ve of Deity when he says with

ineflable tenderness, “Thy sins are for-
given"; “thy faith hath saved thee; go in
peace."”

';::‘uha:sinnu"hm Inmt?oy‘:o:
W) we count any 8§ ;
the reach of the gospel or to’odooplydmoln
sin to bring to repentance. She is set re
mdnunmuundmdtheaﬂmbndnf
Christ.

o‘lhogospﬂ-

The Essayist.
They read In the book In the Law of God distincly,

and caused them to
tad pve %-:A'u(.—l?ebubhl: 8

o

Our Work and Influence.”
Resd by R. Bursa (Unley Church), at Charches of
Christ Conference, A , Septessber 11, 100,
Ax Unpararrziep MissioN.

The mission of tbe Church of Christ on
earth is the grandest and noblest that was
ever enmmes to map. Rightly considered,
the work is infinitely more important and far
reachiog than can be accomplished by all
merely human agencies, bowever commend-
able, combined, It is in po sense opposed
to any outside movement aiming at the
betterment of the race; indeed, it is the
{nspiration of all true advancement, It aleme
takes an all-comprehensive view of man'’s
pature—temporal, mental, spiritual, immortal
—and provides the wherewitbal for the
puxag away of dross, the satisfying of all

and the pledge and the means to the
folfilment of our loftiest destiny. Tobe a
member, an honest, earpest, soul- fired
member, of the Church of Jesus Christ on
earth is the highest bonor that can devolve
on a man or a woman. We bear men refer
with gratification to tbe offices of bonor they
bold in masonic lodges, friendly societies and
other organizations. These are good thxnfs;
but they are not to be placed side by side
with the unparalleled bonor of baving one's
pame inscribed on the indestructible k of
Life, and the privilege of belog called to
serve in some way in that society of which
the Grand Master is the King of Kiogs and
Lord of Lords, the Architect and Maker of
the Universe—a society in which ever
member’s work is scrutinised by the all-
seeing eye, and is tested so as by fire.
Education, science and politics are noble
bat they deal only with certain
phases of the life and requirements of that
marvellously complex creature man, and
affect only the brief and uncertain tenurs of
his life in this little world. The revelation
of God, and of our relationship to him, both
with respect to time and cternity, must ever
challenge the supreme attention of the vast
majority of thougbtful people. To the deep,
og of every soul in its serious
moments alter & God and Saviour, science

(*Ia fairoess to all coscerned we must say that
20 resclution was passed at the late South
Avstralian Coolerence, asking for the pablication
of this essay, The essay was forwarded by DBro. F.
Pittman, who while disagreelng with some parts of
the essay thought it would do good to publish it. We
give It a place for several reasces, 1, Because of
much wholesome trath which it coatalns. 2. In the
interests of fair play. Tux CumisTiaw Is not a party
paper, though it must be distinctly uaderstood that we
bold cerialn great truths for which we costend. 3.
Ino the *lobbles™ at the conference it was stated that
wo were afradd to publish (Be essay. We are afraid to
publish sothiog bet falseboods; bot it must be dis-
tioctly understeod that the Cuntstian is not geing to
allow lts pages 10 be filled with what it believes to be
error, 1a oar leader wo stale a3 clearly a3 we know our
objections to those parts of the essay with which we
disagree.—En.)

is damb. What matters it 1o
otml‘;i surchingh after E&.ﬁo the p
striviog to reach a hi { he
what of from whom we ded ¥

istoend all? Our int Wil
so much in the past ..E'i‘,}.“i ..I o
that pers

].n‘:l in the fut:t:d to which o
eading us. the glotiogs (p % iy
{:us, with his own qu‘“d “Rure o
rt and mind, goes to .'“i*t i
bewildered, ignorant, darkensd o
trutbs instinct with vitality angd g
sunshine from the eternal u, :
freely the koowledge that can
enlighten the understandiny et
soul, and change and uplift the Hﬁ.
CusTontans or Trury,
Do we sufficiently realise, brethren
this treasure of knowledge is iy o
vessels, that we are the custodiany :
truth as it is in Jesus, and that if we pa ot
any measure in carrying out our |
:Nub neglo;‘:tin the ‘holi.u of peivi
at is the object of this Conference
receive the apix‘:cof consecration, 1 ;
to the flames of our zeal, to make
wiser, but more determiua to do o
well ; above all, to briog us toa §
mind and beart that will enable us 1o
in fuller measure the gracicos gift
Holy Ghost, whose temple we are]
enduring bardoess as good soldiers

we exercising courage and
in the face of difficulties, and, ,EI "'
disappoiotments 7 Do we couant it aje
labor or to suffer a reproach for Christ?
there amoog our church members me
women who, from indifference, it
false sense of modesty or from other
give practically nooe of their tim
money or prayers for Christ's
Are there Sunday School teachers
their tasks balf-heartedly or w
who thiok little of stayiog away fi
classes at times for trivial reasons,
the superintendents the disagresable
impressing into service miniature y¢
and girls? Many Australiaos we
war in South Africa with imagio
with pictures of glorious victory and &
achicvement. In their later letter
they tell how the glamor bas depatl
how they are wearied and sick of th
bungry marches, the toilsome
the proneness to disease, and the eqeess
impossibility of meeting tbe foe in R &S
aen combat. And are there not
ristians who arc ready fo €
emotional upliftings that attesd
ligious worship, parti tbe

scasons, but who weary
mkl: v‘v’;ich must nec::ﬂlil :;f
wee ““k) |
which, wfter all, are the oaly real &
fidelity and abiding enthusiasm 1
ProcrasMarion or Tas &
Our chief work is to preach
Our buildiogs, chmb:h chapelsy
;lver web:nnypla?ntod.“ " o peaye
aces for worship, an Ces S
and praise must ever be the delight €0
who love God. In them we PF iy
assemblies of believers, the (OIS
heavenly grace, and are ‘
bread, and drink from "k of
water, Yet as churches, ez

ESE
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must occupy the first place in

thoughts. Uphappy church, where the
oef meet for their own special benefit
tification oo tbe Sunday morning,
assuming that they do pot need to

S0 e hear the gospel story, remain at
the rest of the day, and leave
burden of the evening evangelistic
to the preacher.  Unbappy Christians
fee) not respousibility and know pot the
oy of belpiog, bY their presence, their sym-
and their unceasiog supplications to

tbe kingdom. ** The Lord sent me,”
Pacl to the Corinthians, “to preach
»*  Some Christian communions

to place the ritual of praise first,
sccounts in some degree for the main.
of costly choirs, and the construction
bulldings, designed to give tone to
music of massive organs rather than to
the necessary acoustic propecties for
s voice to be clearly beard by
t. We can admire the archi-
grand catbedrals, but we cannot
pity for the congregations who,
receiving solid instruction and
from God's word, have too often to
apart from repeatiog or reading
peayers, with listeniog to indistinct
IDJ gazing at painted windows.
The muce, superstition, and idolatry of
the e ages, and which still abound on
the continent of Evurope, are mainly traceable
toa crimioal refusal to publish abroad the
waadulterated truths of holy scripture, and a
consplracy to substitute for the exposition of
God's word ceremonial observances, calcu-
lated merely to gratify the senses. We want,
20d always shall want preachers—men full of
al for (z.:od and bumapity—men who are
deep, reverent, humble students of the Bible
—meo who, gifted with sanctified common
tense, know how to rightly divide the word,
giving doe and proper weight to every part
of the revelation it contains, compariog scrip-
fore with scriptore, so that their hearers may
azlaly iostructed in the great things of

/;‘gogpd truths to nesdy m
gwm( en

;}t;}iﬁ

&5 i%‘}g‘

i’gg

i
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We are not coocerned in providiog
Sunday afterncons for the peodple.
8or in giving musical evenings on Sunday.
We have something better to do than to
deag our oeighbour's sheep or ass out of the
Pt ca the Sabbath day. Our duty to the
Tﬂu is to preach Christ crucified.
I the Jight of scripture, we see all men
Uoder sin, under condemoation, fallew, lost,
bopeless withoat Christ. We turn a deaf
£3¢ 10 the specious philosophy which flatters
.Tleﬁ vanity by representing that very
i"l'm'lg with man, bat that much is
a;" with his surroundings. If we canoot
'er(ltiom by soul.stirriog presen-
lldmth‘. the great doctrines of Ilaumln guilt
ect boliness and all- uerin
lb:‘o( , a3 exhibited in the fmﬁu <§
are , we bad better confess that we
b, awortby and unfitted for the task God
.rg"‘ﬂ us to discharge.
e for our existeoce is so clear
r‘dn that we must most jealously
Aoy any deviation from the straight
n-‘:' e must not,!otmmple.betemp(ed

50‘!’(:5":5“!0!”!!&!60 the

for advanci tical or social
Pagunds, s ey bant melther #labout

churches ™ mor “capitalist’s churches,”
neither “iooservative cl!::rcbu,” nor “liberal
churches,” using those words in a political
scose,  We cannot, as organised bodies of
believers, countenance movements which
pertain to the sphere ol debatable politics.
Do not misunderstand. Christians ought to
be deeply concerned in everything that affects
the righteousness of the nation, and the good
government and betterment of the people.
Indirectly, too, the churches must bave a
most beneficial eflect upon public life and
conduct, But woe bolig: the preaching of
the cross of Christ, if our platforms are made
a place of party controversy. History and
present-day experience empbatically con-
demn such practices. The New Testament,
our charter book, shows how Christ himself
had again and again to resist the cunning
efforts of men to tura him aside from his
great purpose of saving and regeneratiog the
race, and to devote himself instead to satis-
fying Jewish national and private ambitions.
Had we been Jews and lived in his day, we
too, should doubtless bave been eager that
ths nation should cast.off the Roman yoke;
we can sympathise with the Jewish

on that matter, and yet Jesus refused to give
the slifblcst encouragement to what seemed
a laudable patriotic aim. The silence of
Christ and his apostles on all such questions
is an eloquent warning to us to dgigly avoid
the error of allowing the preaching of the
gospel to be trammelled and weighted by
considerations affecting the aspirations of
political partisans, The mission of the
church of Christ is to all men, and in preach.
iog the need of a Redeemer, we know no
differences, for all have sinped, and come
short of the glory of God,

Tux Gosrer IN Pusuic Lirs,

Our religion must, as it already does to
some exteot, permeates, purify and exalt all
departments of public life and activity, and
Christian principles must, as they already do,
vitally affect man in his relationship to his
fellows, socially and morally. What but the
Bible taught that there is no respect of per-
sons with God? That all men—Jew and
Gentile, Greek and Barbarian, bond and free
—are alike under the law of sin and death,
and must come to Christ for deliverance and
jostification? The doctrine of buman
equality, and what we know as the golden
rule killed slavery, apart from any express
condemoation of it. The ordinance of the
TLord's supper is from this point of view a
beautiful testimony to the fact that God
jgnores the social barriers which vain man is
prose to erect, and that the terrible institu-
tion of Caste, which is such a formidable
bindrance to Christianity io India—or any-
thing bearing the faintest resemblance to
that fearful stagoatiog influence—can never
use its iron hands to enchain and enthral a
a free Christian society.

Again, our churches in empbasising tha
peed of strict adherence to apostolic teach-
ing and ctice, declare that there is no
warrant the arrogant assumption that
some men can bave a divine t of a
bumanly-bestowed right to lord it over God's
heritage. One is our Master, and all we are
brethren. True believers are all kiogs and

ests. Jealous of the pure teachings of the

ow Tesiament, and appreciating and enjoy-

ing, as we are bound to do, the gloricus
liberty wherewith Chbrist makes his people
free, we join with other free churches in
vigorously and righteously denouncing the
vile and aowarrantable claims of the Sacer-
dotalists, and unflinchingly and constantly
defend, as one of the priceless jons of
our faith, the right of every man to approach
God, through our Loed and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, witbout the intermediation of priest
or pope.
Rzrartons 1o Oruex Cuuncues,

The work of the companies of Christians
who wish to be known simply as *churches
of Christ " in South Australia, is not carried
on in a spirit of unboly rivalry towards other
communions, but is complementary to their
labours. We are firmly convi that God
has given us a ial mission, and that for
its performance it is necessary that we should
stand in some sense separate from otbers.
R ising the evils of sectarianism and the

valence of mistaken or false teachings re-
ating to certain scriptural facts, we plead for
a return to apostolic practices, and for the
abandonment of all bumaoly coostructed
systems of religious practice or doctrine
which are not founded wholly and unmistak-
ably oo boly writ. We acknow one
Lotd, one faith, one baptism, and ieve
that our open-minded sccegunco of the New
Testament teachings, under the guidance,
and with the belp of the Holy Spirit, would
lead to unmion, if vot uniformity,’ and make
the church of Christ on earth a power that
all the forces of evil could not withstand.

We do not coatend for a visible mergiog
together of all the evaogelical churches,
under a compromise, requiring each to give
up something for the sake of unity. We do
not think it possible that real union could
take place, except on purely scriptural
foundations. It is inconceivable that there
should be a satisfactory combination of all
beliovers, unless they hold a standard of
faith and practice that all accept as strictly
in accordance with the New Testameat and
the will of God. If union were attaioed on
any other basis, it would involve sacrifice of
principles that would tend to internal loose-
pess and weakness, causing the growth of
worse evils than those we now dﬁn
May the day never arrive when the Christian
churches would siok their principles merely
for the sake of making the greater impression
on the outside world by npsaning to be one
vast corporate body. nion might be
brought about by i arentism, but it would
groduco only a miserable travesty of St.

eter's ideal of the church as an elect raca,
a royal priesthood, a people for God's own
possassion.

Wirness ror Brurvers' Barrisw,

The tion we take in to
belisvers' baptism, we believe to be founded
on God's word, It is painful to koow that
we are sometimes accused of illiberality, but
that charge must oot deter us from ling
our mission in witnessing to an important
troth, Our brethren, the Baptists, ?: the
sake of extendiog thelr membership, admit
on their rolls persons who not oaly do not
accept the doctrine of believers' immersion,
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position that we are in to bear testimony to
%nwholo truth as dallnbr:dnto tbech mi:.
oung people entering t a urch,
and seeking light, find some of the members
advocating the ordinance while others lﬁnore
it. The chburch is divided. Some of the
most influential and estimable members make
it & rule to absent themselves from the ser.
vices at which baptisms take place, and in
some cases a constant care bas to oxer-
cised lest the feelings of these good people
should be wounded by a too frequent or ex-
icit reference to believers immersion. The
ptists are losing their as witnesses,
For thess reasons it is most desirable that we
should preserve our standing ground, so that
we may consistently and without fear of giv-
ing to our members, bear direct
unequivocal testimony to the truth we have
learned, and net it ourselves from any
aodnl:‘utt of flan c;:rity. or desire for
popularity or gain, to enlarge our borders
placing on ourg:olll those 'rg' however mu!cz
may love the Lord, bave not opened
rmw beauty and rightfuloess of

baptismal ence.
No Bicors.
Though we are compelled to stand in some

sense apart, we are righteously grieved when
the cbarge is made that we are claiming
mysuadoﬁty ovar others. Qur aims are
bigh, but we realise that we are erring,
fa lx servants, and though the faith on
which we stand is an immovable rock, we
are weak and poor exponents of it, Like the
churches to whom Paul wrote, we are con-
tinually in need of warniogs, ex-
bortations, How fee and inadequate,
brethreo, is our performance of duty. God
knows that we need to be baptised with the
Holy Gbost and with fire, so that we may be
able, as wise master-builders, to erect on the
sure on gold silver and precions
stones that shall endure the tests of the
gut day of the Lord’s a . God
bid that we should ever be guilty of the
1 sell . satisfaction, or of
content with ourselves because
wahavnbemladtouketbepodﬂon'c
occupy.
Resovar or MiscoNcerrions,
Doubtless we are constantly liable to be
misunderstood, and it is oar duty to clearly
state our plea g0 as to remove mi
tions. Somc‘mngoumstwuhlppu
of the Church of Eogland, with whom I was
sta for a few days pear Melbourne,
8 signs of being burt because be said I
belonged to a body who a ted to them-
selves the title of The Ch of Christ. I
think I convinced him that be was in error,
and that all we desired was to return to
New Testament practice and to worship
God without reference to creed or ecclesias-
ol 5 beisn 16 i b ot et
to to ar »
and I, rmnll:og him u;‘be a dn;o::
believer, the pleasure worship
God with bim. I then felt, as I bave often
done since, the peed for rigid care on our
part lest wo should ma over much those
points on which we di otbers, We
must open our eyes to facts, If we are to
exercise a growing influence oo bebalf of
true vniop and the ance of our plea,

we must renounce everything akin to bigotry

and aloofpess. There must be no tendeogy
to belittle the work of other pelieven in
Christ. On this question you will, I know,
forgive me for saying that I am afraid
numbers of our brethren are disposed to take
up an attitude in regard to the observance of
the Lord's Su that finds no warrant in
scripture. It is an axiom of law that in all
cases where severe penalties are imposed the
prosecution should prove the charge right up
to the very hilt. On that principle, we ought
to be able to produce the strongest and most
uomistakable statements from the scripture
in support of our stand i[ we attempt to
exclude from the Lord's table any persons
who sincerely believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ. It bas always been a matter of
regret to me that in the breaking of bread
we do not invite all believers to join us. The
ordinance is the Lord's. It is his table, not
ours. He iovites those who love him to
remember him, and by partaking of the
bread and wine to show forth his death,
The gatbering at the table is not for the pur-
pose of catechism, but simply and solely to
meet the Lord—and he, we know, is ready
at all times to mest those who seek after
bim. Any attempt to place a fence around
the Lord's table detracts from the signi.
ficance and beauty of the ordinance, and
tends to cause divisions of a most lamentable
kind. On a question of this sort we had
better trust our bearts rather than our heads
to give the correct answer. Throughout the
world there are many millions of believers
who have not been baptised, as we under-
stand the word, and yet who regularly attend
at the Lord's table and meet the glorious
Christ there. These bretbhren of ours in the
mt church universal are proclaiming the
d’s death, are advancing the Gospel
cause and are living to God's glory, Let
us thankfully acknowledge this as a fact!
Pexirs rrow Miscumoen Zrat.

There is, as we learn from God's Word, a
continual danger of Christians, from motives
which may be unexceptionable, being the
subjects of misguided zeal—such zeal as is
injurious rather than belpful to Christ's
canse. Witness the proposal of James and

obn to call down fire from beaven on the
aritans who had insulted their Lord,
and the intolerance of the disciples in for-
biddiog a man who walked not with them
from casting out demons in Christ's name.
Our Lord's replies on these occasions need
to be constantly borne in mind: * Forbid
himnot. . ., . For be that is net against
us is on our part,” Let us beware, brethren,
lest by our impatient zeal we place stumbling
blocks in the way of those who are secking
after Jesus, and excite prejudice against the
Gospel. OQur mission, as towards otber
Ch D communions, is after all only
destructive in & comparatively minor degree,
Along most of the road we co-operate with
them, for we preach and believe in the same
Lord, and are soldiers in the samo army, and
and by shall reach the same heaven, and

g in sweet barmony at last the same
glorious song.

Io this connection we must deplore the
common babit of empbasising points of
difference rather than of rejoi over the
vastly more important points of contact
botmnourulmmdtegmt body of
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tendency to talk as th b, becy &
fess to bave adopted teackin. "E P
new : l:_lnt,rm: ha? therafor f
tion of finality, and are ¢
m:fnt updon otbers w q
actually made more progress 8 by
difficult phases of Chr?:lim e: D8 g
we bave done. -Is it poy % thy,
extreme attitude towards whay H0a o
as sectarianism may itself be 3y .
form of sectariapism? While we
for our priociples, we need to be
with the fact that the presegt ‘
Hol{ Spirit, in whose gracious dier
we live, plainly indicates thap we on
things are, to move on the lines of
reaching Christian love,
patience. The spirit of M
been indulged in overmuch, Men
been won to Christ by disputations pe
believers; they have rather been rape
perplexity or in disgust. Tharg o
deplorable disposition a Christls:
condemn, without beuiof.t who
from them, and 1o magoify their own
of what is right. y of us possik
blamewortby in this respect, 0.'“
who make so great <
patience of our Master, to learn patiene.
charity from bim? How unfortunate o
cruel our words are apt to ba at times, Jn
recent pumber of the Awstralioy Chrinis
saw a paragraph in which a corresnomds
expressed the belief that any 1ho ha
read a certain publication without beisg
thoroughly convinced of the correctn
Christian baptism and lnbmmia‘
ordinance was wilfully sinfol—or ;
that effect. Such remarks as these are mos
regrettable, and do great damage; asd
unhappily, they are not rare. i
Tue Howry Seiur anp CHRISTIAN
God forbid, brethren, that the w
baptism should ever be used to cool
and kindness with which we sheuld
our fellow believers in Christ, Gox
that we should lay undue stress
importance of either of the Christixn
apces, and so e sacramen
Although we stand for the of pi
Chbristianity, we can thank God |
glorious work he is accomplishing
the agencies of our evangelical b
among the Baptists, the historic Ch
England, the Congregationalists, Met
Presbyterians and other bodies. W
beloved Apostle Paul we can each os
* What then ? notwithstanding, eve
whether in pretence or in truth,
preached, and I therein do rejoice, yea,
will rejoice.” i
Brethren, let us go on with our we
simple trust that the Lord who
righteousness will own and bless
individually realising the
of the Christian life—that it
grace, from strength to strength, fro
to glory. We bave stood out
amf in preaching the sublime m
his incarnation, his cross and p:
precious death and burial, his
rection and ascension, we rely
wisdom of this world, por oo
words of human eloquence, but on (R
seace and power of the Holy Ghest

evangelical workers ; 23 also the oy
ag

work
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of the Spirit am
hp‘i‘:‘ with fire and energy men ::5
in :1‘ organié;trliom whm cle:,lonl
prociaim st crucified. k-
a2 on the world we 'slee uﬁLo'ogﬁd.
f darkness a cravin more
ir':" and a longing ugong those
Jove the Saviour to know him better
1o seTve him more zealously., For many
areds of years the church in the world
e scclastaatice iea i
tious ecc men who
M:& religion as a lever wherawith to
o themselves political and worldly
power 483 £200, A0 e rath, did a0 fo it
Mq’mmﬁ« that they placed diff.
% slties ratber than belps in the way of others.
o the fierce strifes and amid the dark clouds
been engendered by the introduc-
itical and philosopbical subjects
o the Hving porsoset Ehots
8
oboc:red, lhbd 'rng‘l)i‘ngs &v:r
catechisms have too often n
for the presentation of plain
th in au_!ts’igll(oeu. x:m(! t:e t;nldn
weary sin- souls of the
cospected with the life and death of
,and the attitude of his infinitely
beart towards those who seek after
1o gbo::c:ays, tll:;.n:s in lag:bmeasure
as t to w we be.
there has been a brushing away of the
piles of cold and hard tradition and
sccomulations of controversy which bad
the path towards the light 50 bard
° u“el.' The gm)x‘md l‘Ji;b‘CkCt: first
+ ey " Bac to Jesus rist.”
“What would Jesus do?" ese are glad
signs foc wbichjwe.humbly thank God. The
.uum‘.be getting worse, the powers of
evil ma puttiog forth greater energy and
{ more astute cuoniog than ever be-
fore—1 believe they are—but never before
the ;’ockan .n:: zmﬁ:“ g:.:: the
charscter and person of our en 50
well understood, or more deeply adored and
reverenced.  And the Great King, the head
of the church, is to-day walking amidst the
golden lamps, and .K. eternal spirit who
:mdl from the Father and the son, is to-
ldlnme hearts of believers and
e lid. :icoulti:: nhnd entbu?;;sm
splendid mission they bave to perform.
Aod as we draw pearer to Christ, we who
are believers find that we are drawing nearer
10 ooe apotber—that the asperities and
which divide tbe true childrea of
God, vanish away. Coascious of the all sub-
dsing Jove, patience and tender consideration
¥ith which the Master regards all those who
Love bim in sincerity, we, too, who form the
Associated Chuarches of Christ in South
learn to love all who love him,
10 realise that the basis of true Christian
is that which be laid down on the
of bis betrayal, when in the spirit of
Y aed gracious exhortation, be de-
lo s *'this is my commandment, that ye
&:‘mbu even as [ bave loved you.
2| ball all men konow that ye are my
if ye love one anotber."”
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Biographical.
AM--uhm:uuues.,. than great riches.
Proverbs 22 1,
Life of Elder John Smith.

On Monday, the complaints of Lulbegrud
were formally ta‘!:en up. &f“ after mhu
ents arose, , waxing warm
with zeal, boldly asserted that ?l's New
Translation was not the word of God. The
Moderator sat upon  his chair, gatbering
warmth and streagth for the final blow.
When each less distinguished brother had
spoken, he called some one to preside, and
B to the floor, closed the argument
against the translation by saying t he
had never seen the book, and never wished to
see it.  “ But Elder Waller,” said he, * did
right when bhe burnt it to ashes,” That elder,
it seems, after com the translation with
common version, bumnt it ia January,
Smith at last gained the floor. love
of truth and of his brethren, mingling in a
heart chastened by recent affliction, and
hll::llblod by:lmu of lolulines. made bim
eloquent. aving replied to the charges,
and rebuked the unkind spirit that had assai-
led him, be turned in conclusion tp a certain
elder that had declared the King's version to
be the only word of God, and asked whether
he really meant to say it.

“Yes," said the elder, bravely, **I said so,

and I still say it.”
. “How long, my brother," said Smith, “has
it boen since the king made his translation
_ *1don't know,” said the elder, defiantly
ignorant.

“Was it not about two hundred and
twenty years ago ' asked Smith of the cleck,
who, perhaps, had read more than his
brethren,

“ I believe it bas been about that time," he
replied.

**Then, is it not a pity," continued Smith,
“that the apostles loft the world and the
church without any word of God for fifteen
hundred years ? for, as these intelligent citi-
zens around me know, they wrote in Greek,
without the least knowledge of the language
into which King James, fifteen hundred years
afterward, had their writlnf' translated !
But, if nothing is the word of God but the
King's version, do you not, brethren, pity the
Dutch, who bave not that version, and who
could not read one word of it, if they had it 2"

His remarks produced a fine impression on
the minds of the people that crowded the
house. In fact, the manifestations of sym-
pathy for him were unrestrained, and some
disorder ensued. Excited by the fact, which
could not be disguised, that the verdict of the
people was in his favour, the anger of his
opponents waxed hot. Some scowled upon
him ; and one, unable to bear it any longeg.
suddenly sprang to his feet. He ed his
teeth, and stamping the ficor, exclaimed :

“ Brother Moderator, I can not stand itl
1 would rather die than be run over in this
way by a Campbellite |" and he shook his or-
thodox fist in the Campbellite's face. &

Smith, who had, during the whole of this
extraordinary scene, preserved a kind and
tranquil temper, turned this last indiscretion
to the benehit of the cause. }

“ Brother Moderator,” said he, dispassion-

ately, ““I came bere to defend mﬂ against
mu of wmagodoitif. that, I » might
my usefulness, if they are not refuted.
I bave stood for two days ‘don you, alooe,
-:;!, accused by a:l‘ my brethren, trying, in
the very presence of an overw! .
tion, to vindicate an humble pame from the
ch of infidelity to the truth I love. . But,
" said he, tuming to the audience, “if
this is the fruit of that?pirit whose influence
l: oogonlrdon 1 ls: chug:i with dcay}u.
then plead guilty to t e. For,
whether such a s‘:unt’ as this hm(rom God or
not, I leave you all to judge.”
Fifteen or twenty of the more influential

brethren now withdrew to coasult together,
requesting the Association to remain in
session till they returned. They concluded

that Jobn Smith was oo good and great a
wiae 1 a1l vy i tay dangurons hermeics
wise away into any s
and that ﬂms{ould be allowed him for re-
flection. agreed, therefore, to recom-
mend that the whole matter be laid over for
one , feeling assured that by that time
his

the of C i would be fo
and Smith would return to the faith of
fathers.

The Association, without debate, adopted
the s tion ; they added, however, & pro-
test against any translation of the scriptures
except that which was in common use, and
they advised the sister churches to do like-
wise.

They then adjourned, to meet again at
Lulbegrud, on the fourth Saturday in July,

1828,
(To b¢ Comtinned.)

A Higher Critic In Trouble.
1 N, Corrny

A Critic was seen with the Bible in haod,

15 search of bow God made the sea and the land,
The valleys sod mountalas, the plaiss and the bills,
The lakes and the fountaing, the brocks aad the rills,
He stock for a ataticn, & high roosting place,

From which to look Delty square in the face,

And seemisg his glory asd majesty sbine,

He said, "I am like God, and jost a3 Divine.™

* Io Genesis where | am reading just sow

I lears all about the thes and the how

Geod handled all tropes, with & woaderfal skill,
Relling metaphors up, as well as down hill;

Twas a woadecfal sight to see him perform,

And to stir up these figures iato & storm,

Asd whea the storm eaded, we then kasw the plan,
How God twisted metaphors into a mas ™

"The man thus created, foll into 2 slecp,
Resemblisg deaths slumber, so silent and deep,
God tock out & rib, perbaps with a kalle,

And made oat of I, for the first man a wife.

Bat now beglas trouble! our figures all end

As the bearts of the two, in teoderness blead,

All metaphors vaskd, and tropes are ia vain,
Since Eve became mother, and bore a son, Cain.™

* Allegorical talk begias to look fat,

In fact, I'm oot certala, just wheee I am at,
For the logic of facts before me now stands,
Asd stoically offers its cold Ky bands,

1 shudder 10 take them | asd yot it is bast

To lsave doubtful matters forover at rest,

For the logle of facts, will compel me to say,
God's Story Is Troe, whea 1 misgle with clay."”
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The Leader,

Mreh::.::r.uin?:ag‘u& for the old
o
“Our Work and Influence.”

The essay on “ Our Work and Influence,”
writtea by Bro. R. Bumns, and read by bim
at the last South Australian Conlerence, will
be found in another part of this issue, and
our readers are requested to give it their care-
ful attention. For the most part it bas our
cordial approval, and it is a matter of regret
to us that we feel called upon to express dis.
sent to any portion of it. There is s0 much
that is good in it, that we would gladly have
been spared the pecessity of offering other
than entirely favorable criticism. As it is,
the fact that we have given the essay a place
in our colomps, places us under the obliga-
tion of pointing out its main defect, lest our
silence upon the matter should be wrongly
construed. The defect alluded to, we may
say at once, is the essayist's advocacy of what
is geoerally koown as ““ open communion.”
For a very loog period pone of cur brethren,
publicly, at any rate, bave ventured to come
forward as advocates of the practice. By
almost universal consent the Churches of
Chbrist in Australasia are against it, and
bave been so during their entire bistory. It
may be, however, that in some quarters, this
agreement bas only been a seeming one, and
the essayist is expressing the views of more
than we thiok. If so, there is all the more
reason that the question should receive attea-
tion, even if in 50 doiog there sbould be a
certain amount of controversy. . For this we
are not responsible, inasmuch as the respon-
sibility rests upon those who propose to alter
the existing order of things. No intelligent
man could make the statement, that a prac-
tice which was geoerally regarded by the
brotberbood as vital, bad * no warrant in
scripture,” without expecting to be adversely
criticised. Bro. Buros being an intelligent

f

man, and of ability into the bargain, must
bave been prepared for this when he gave his
essay the publicity it now eojoys. It is pos-
gible, however, that such criticism may be
offered in a friendly spirit, and as far as we
are concerned we desire only to *' speak the
truth in love."

Before entering into any defence of our
position on the communion question, we will
consider some of the arguments used by the
essayist io favor of open communion. (1) He
tells us, io the first place, that i is an axviow
in Jaw that in all cases wheve severe pemallies are
impased, the prosecution showld prove the charge
right up fo the hilt.,” This may be true enough,
but its precise bearing upon the matter in
hand is oot quite clear. The case under con-
sideration is not 50 much a violation of law
as non-compliance with it, It is'a caseof a
person secking a certain privilege without
baving observed the conditions which the
law requires in order to its enjoyment. In
all such cases the penalty is self-imposed.
And as our brother bas appealed to an axiom
of law, it pay be as well to remind bim that
the axiom which is relevant to the matter in
band is that no person is entitled to the bene-
fits of a given law until be has complied with
its conditions. It may also be observed that
the onus of proving that the conditions of the
law bave been complied with, rests with the
person claimiog its privileges, (2) We are
at a loss to understand in what way the
statement that * The ordinance ss the Lovd’s. It
¥2 his table, not owrs," bhelps the open commu-
nion side of the question. So far as we can
see, it makes distinctly agaiost it. If the
table were not the Lord's, but our own, we
could ask to it whomsoever we pleased, but
being his, we are oaly at liberty to ask those
who have complied with the conditions
specified by him. The position of the church
in the matter is that of a guardian or trustee.
The church is the steward of the manifold
mercies of God. As a trustee she is bound
by her deed of trust, and must discharge ber
stewardship in the terms of that trust. It is
an axiom in law that a trustee shall be held
unfaithfal if he fail to discharge his obliga-
tions, and the church’s obligation in this
matter is only to invite those guests who
bave obeyed the conditions laid down by her
Lord and Master. The argument contained
in the statement, “'the table is the Lord's,”
as affording proof that the unbaptised may
not be excluded from it, is valueless, as it
proves too much. It is the Lord's, just as
the church is bis, and yet who would say that
the cburch bas o voice in reference to the
admission of those seeking membrsbip, (3)
It is urged by the essayist that “ Amy attemps
fo place a fence round the Lord's table detracts from

the sigmi and beauty of the erdinance and
a-d:umudc’oaﬁuofammw."

The only kind of fence thyy 3 _
be put round the Lord's hb":.h..’ 2k

bas put there himself, a5d, thyy
one there is beyond question T:

bas not been the cause of givis
breaking down of the fence

This may truly be said to hayg s
from the significance and beauty of
ance.” (4) Aguin, we are told « e

who have mot beem baptised, as my

teat of their knowledge, e
that fact ought oouocam.uhb. Wiy ).
they in serving him wnder the ,_ e
knowledge. In that glorigus day whep .
sball all stand united, withogt 5
buman tradition to divide us, g,
the first to say, “ Brethren, YOU werg vy
you understood the word better thas O
You were right to be faithful” (o u
agree with the essayist in %&“ )
exhibition of “misguided 2z2al” DPoura *
in this respect some harm bas been
sincere and earnest brethren giving
sion to their ideas oo the subject of
in relation to the Lord's Supper in
and needlessly offensive manner,
ever, is no argument against the g
itself—it ooly indicates a needed’
the way ol expressing things, It
appear to us that the position we take
communion question demands that we
forbid others, who ate not in mh
ment with us, working in the name of
As a matter of fact we bave not dooe |
the contrary, we rejoice in all the good
accomplished. Bat in 80 far as their s
not in harmony with the will of God,
exteat the saying of our Saviour is a
“ He that is not with me, is agaiosts
Having looked at the poiots adva
the essayist in favour of open com
we may now look at otbers which
opposite direction. For unconscices!
has said some things that tell very
against the position be bas assaumed co ¢
communion questicn. For ‘.;1
paragraph under the headiog of * Cu
of Truth,” he says, “do we §
realise, brethren, that this treasure of
ledge is in earthea vessels, that we are
dians of the truth as it is in Jesus, &
if we fail in any measure in c
mission, we are neglectiog the
privileges.” It is immaterial 1o
ment that when be wrote the abov
of the communion question was

diately before bim. We take it
general declaration, which, if app
principle of the Christian system,

souls in the world serving Christ o
i troe eges
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t applies to faith, it applies to
.u.lo‘“' : ;::as to baptism-—the one
nee, it 3 :
(epee!® with the other, and as custodians of
q‘“’ ibs, “If we fail in any measure in
thes® our mission, we are neglecting
dﬂh‘o:'pdﬁ]egu.' It is because we
#%”Wt of the essayist to be
% we cannot accept open communion.
tros as its acceptance involves a sur.
W:"hg we believe to be the truth,
reodef our essayist surrenders bis position on
Agsin munion question, whea be speaks of
the com empbasising the need of strict
oaf to apostolic teaching and practice.

account of our strict adherence to
:;:.'cmﬁng and practice that we reject
n communion. As churches,
m:&::t:mm is, that we will only
the to the Lord’s table such as were in.
yieed in the days of the apostles. To do
pore of less than this would be a departure
from the Christianity of the jru oen::z. ang
a long way to make our ol
ﬁ It is, bovmfor. in the paragraph
goder the bead, * Witoess for Believers'
™ that we find our essayist makip
» 2 g
the most telling points against the practice
:..’.mmunioc. He says, “the position
o take in regard to believers' baptism, we
pelieve to be founded on God's word. It is
to kow that we are sometimes
secused of illiberality, but the charge must
“sot deter us from fulfilling our mission in
witnessiog to an important truth. . . . For
these reasons it is most desirable that we
shosld preserve our standing ground, so that
we may coosistently and without fear of
giviog offence to our members, bear direct
soequivocal testimony to the truth we bave
darsed, and not permit ourselves from any
woliments of false charity, or desire for
popalarity or gain, to enlarge our borders,
by placing on our rolls those who, however
mech they may love the Lord, bave not
opened their eyes to the beauty and rightful-
sess of baptismal obedience.” Here, it is
figbily maintained that we are called upon
10 be witnesses for believers' baptism. That
*e thould bear unequivocal testimony to
this truth, The thing that puzzles us, bow-
::-‘ hb.h. the writer of these sentiments
an advocate of open communion.
What kind of witness is being borne to
beievers’ baptism in the conseot to igoore
K8 oecessity at the Lord's table? What is
A church roll, that a person who is permitted
& oy the bighest privilege of the church
the Locd's Supper, may not bave his nams
:':N thereupon 2 What kind of logic
hum grasts the higher privilege and re-
h“‘h-a? On what authority can we
uh“?ﬂleeommd on the one band,
Sticklecs about an act of peamanship

on the otbher? Surely, a brother who sees
%0 clearly in one direction will not be long in
seelog clearly in the otber aleo.

And now let us very briefly summarise the
reasons why we caonot accept the practice
of open communion, They are as follows :—

1. That we accept the New Testament as
our only rule of faith and practice, and open
communion is not found in it. 2. "That the
conditions of pardon found in the New
Testament, involve faith, repentance, and
baptism, and nothing less than the conditions
of pardon can be the conditions of fellowship.
3. That there is but “one baptism,” viz:
—Immersion In water into the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 4. That
this “ope baptism" is found io the unity
of which the Holy Spirit is the author,
and which we are exborted to maintain,
5« That in order that this unity should
be reached it is necessary that believers
baptism, as the “one baptism,” should be
proclaimed as the only one on which unity
is possible. All agree that immersion is
right, but all do ot agree that substitutes
for it are. This position is stultified in
receiving the unimmersed at the Lord's table.
6. That in recognising substitutes for bap-
tism at the Lord's table,we do not bear testi-
mony to believers' baptism, but declare that
in the highest privilege of the church it is
non-essential, 7. That the table is the
Lord’s, but placed in the care of the church,
which is only at liberty to invite to it such as
bave put on the Lord JesusChrist in baptism. 8.
Tbhat all churches, such as the church of
Eogland, Presbyterians, &c., insist on what
they call baptism as a pre-requisite to com-
munpion, In this they are consistent, and bear
unequivocal testimony to baptism as they
understand it.  Immersionist churches
practising opea communion, are oot thus
consistent, for they declare, in effect, that
baptism is not a pre-requisite to communion.
With this summary before us, it cnly remains
to be urged, that in the defence and main-
tainence of our principles, that we exercise
the utmost courtesy. In bearing witness to
believers' baptism as a pre-requisite to com-
munion, anything in the shape of a m?c

lice supervision is to be deprecated. In
2:: view the clear esunciation of our posi.
tion, from time to time, will, as a rule, meet
the requirements of the case. If more is
wanted, a personal explapation at a suitable
time, and givea io the proper spirit, will be
attended with beneficial results. We believe
it is possible for us as religious organisation
to maintain our position intact and without
the surrender of a single principle, without
imperilling the salvation of a single soul out-
side our communion. The great law of re-

sponsibility according to knowledge, gives

us boldness to make this declaration, as it
also compels us to live up to the full measure
of the knowledge we ourselves possess.

Editorial Notes.

hlu&.m‘h.,m [} hmh“mb,l-llnn'

British Annual Meeting.

The anoual meeting of the Associated
Churches of Christ in Great Britain and
Ireland was beld in Liverpool in August,
and jodging from the reports was very
successful.  The Church Conference proper
was preceded by a Temperance Conference
and public meeting, at which the importance
of Temperance work was emphasised. It is
twenty-two years sioce the last Cooference
was beld at Liverpool, and in that period
the churches have increased from 120, with
a total membership of 6166, to 180, with a
membership of 12,000. The Forelgn Mission
report of the work among the Kareas and
Talaings, of Burma, was encouraging. Six-
teen had been baptized. . A pew school-
bouse is being erected ; 2000 coples of the
Gospel of Jobn bad been received, and
arrapgements made with the British and
Foreign Bible Society for the translation of
the Book of Psalms. Two able young men
were preparing for the foreign field—one
to take charge of the industrial, and the
other general missionary work—and they
will shortly be seat to Barma. The Sunday
School report showed 1462 teachers aad
13,258 scholars, an increase of ¢gg teachers
and 81 scholars for the year; 302 scholars
were added to the churches by faith and
baptism. The weekly church paper, the
Bible Advocate, bas a circulation of 3850
copies. A number of papers were read
during the Conference on themes of interest
and ably discussed. In connection with
the annual meetings a Sisters' Conference
was also beld, at which Mrs. Luodbrook,
from Melbourne, was one of the speakers,
All the reports wero bopeful and encourag-
ing. In addition to this association, there
Is also an Annual Conference of Churches of
Christ conducted more on American lines,
and associated with the American Missionary

Society.
The Kaser's Sermon.

The Emperor William of Germany has
commenced preaching. His first sermon,
delivered on the Hokenzollers, was from Ex.
17: 11, in which after describing the scene
in Rephidim with Moses, Hur and Aaron on
the mountain top, while the battle raged be-
low. He applied the lesson to the war in
China, and urged all at home to pray for the
success of the Germans on the battle field,
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and finally led in prayer that the “God of
battles" would prosper their cause. The
sermon has been printed as a tract and dis-
tributed among the soldiers in China. Com-
menting on this, the able writer, * Amicers,”
in the A.C. Werld, says, *to some this kind
of preaching and praying may sound strange,
but it is manifestly on the part of the Kaiser,
sincere. He believes in God as the God of
battles; be believes in fightiog as a sacred
duty to God and the Fatherland; and so he
prays for victory and for the presence of God.
When Mr. Kruger spoke and prayed in this
way, some people could only call him a
“hypocrite” and a deceiver, Who will ven.
ture to call the Kaiser a hypocrite? Both
look at things frankly and constantly in Old
Testament light, and so they speak as they
do. Their words do, I admit, sound strange
whea placed alongside the Beatitudes; but
then, no commander-in-chief has ever pro-
posed to circulate among soldiers the Beati-
tudes of Jesus. The Kaiser thinks and
speaks as the Britishers act. How comes it
that bis words jar on our ears?"
Baptists and Baptism.

QOur brethren of the Baptist variety in
Australia are experienciog some trouble over
the vexed question of *“‘open membership."”
Semething very like a split bas occurred in
West Australia, several _churches which
favor restrictiog membership to the baptised,
withdrawing from the Unlon. In South
Australia also there is considerable friction
on the subject, while in Queensland a large
church has sent in its resigoation to the
Union in consequence of the basis of mem-
bership baving been altered to receive an
open membership church. Many churches
called Baptist certainly keep the ordinance
from which they receive their distinctive
pame practically in the background. But
this is not the case with all. The writer
spent a couple of bours recently in a Baptist
Union meetiog, and listened to a paper oo
Evangelisation. The discussion which
followed side-tracked off on to baptism, and
we heard more said about the ordinance in
that meeting than we bave beard in all the
conferences of those called disciples of Christ,
that we have attended, put togetber. One
brother deprecated engaging an uabaptised
evangelist, as “be could ooly preach half the
gospel.” Anotber condemned united evange-
listic meetings on the ground, that Baptists
engagiog in them ‘‘could not preach the
troth.” Another contended amidst applause,
that the preachers work in the conversion of
sinpers * was not completed till be had put
them under the water,” while yet another
told of a worker in another body who applied
for baptism, but whom be declioed to im-
merse nnlﬂ. asa result of two bours' l.lk, he

decided to leave the church he was asso-
ciated with, and so on, and so on. No one
raised a voice in dissent, and the upanimity
of sentiment was quite remarkable.
Talmage says that the most impressive
prayer for holiness in one of bhis prayer meet-
ings was offered by a borse jockey, but it
would be unfair to conclude that thess
brethren spoke so strongly on the importance
of baptism because they felt they or their
churches were weak on this point. It was
quite a hearty meeting, and when the dis.
cussions was over they adjourned for lunch,
at which fraternal greetings were received
from represcntatives of tbeir Pado-baptist
brethren.

Sunday School.

Then were there brought usto bim little childeea,
~=Matthew 10! 13.

Lessox ror Ocronxn 28,
The Prodigal Son.
Luxe 15: 11-24.

GOLDEN TEXT .1 wil arise and go to my Falher,"
wLahe 15 : 18. e

This parable is closely related to the pre.

ceding lesson both in Luke’s record and in
point of time. It was spoken in the province
of Perwma, east of Jordan, late in the year
A.D. 29. This parable is gerlnps one of the
best known ol all the parables. Its familiac-
ity bas robbed it of its full significance. The
rable is given to show God's com 3
or sinpers and his readiness to forgive the
pitent., A certain man, presumably the
eavenly Father, bad two sons—one the
Pharisee, self-righteons and proud, the other
the publican and sinner, the shamed and
peaitent, be younger demanded his share
of the s that wore to fall to him. He
desired independence, the first step in all sin.
Having received it, for God will keep no son
against his will, be leaves the home life and
home love, and takes his departure into a far
country. The second step on the road of sin
is to turn one's back on God ; and the third
is to tarry in the land of sia—the far
country. Forgetfuloess of God may be well
taken as the far country. Evea though in
» far country the Heavenly Fatber still
watches over the prodigal. " Famine, want

and disaster my
m ers of lw.,. ‘:: takey
b"d. T ueﬂu, dim. Y]
recompense—a bi foug),,
speat bis all; whaq ‘Lo ¥
resources for pleasure "Nf'
famine and starvation iy
To keep bare life iuur""l.,“‘.‘-
to a citizen of that be jg
perform the most l’":?.o!“
Jew, viz,, to feed swine, all
that sin will lead & map 1 00
degrading and humiliating b Fi0
Brought face to face
to a foreign master
was too much for
dition created a
life. After all, he
away from home, a
to arise and go to his
sin and willing to
position in his Father
stay away any longer, :
repentance is In the fact -

life with all its associations gut ot
bis fatber. On his retyry pois
forgivins fatber, who had bees o2t
penitent’s return, mw it
most cordial and compassionate gart 2
questions were asked, 00,
given to clothe him with the byt
and to reinstate him once moge gx ¢ o
and loviog son. Great was the i
The preparation for his recessinr
wonderful mauifestation of the

of God the Father to accept asy
waoderer who returns back to b
sonship sgain.

of o

Saviour, who died for them. In the
drove 1o Rosewocod to baptize the »
fessod Chirist om our previcas visit.

%

last Loed's day in Queensland wis diviled I
Mt Whitestone and Ma Ma Cresk, speb
times. At the former place we [eliowii
mobmhnn.nduthmuplnq_J
Sunday School, the church asd the work
It surprised me that so many of the W
churches use intoxicating wine al B
Let me suggest that they adopt
other Queensiand beothren, asd i
some grape Jelly and mix a Nittle
Lord's day. That will cectainly be ©
vine,” safer than the - i
more truly symbolisiag oy i
blood of the Redeomer. And ooe
—a3 & symbol of a whole Christ
2 samall wikole boaf of & stis

A8
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/";‘";'; doe to Queensland brethren

poarty pospltality and for facilitating my
’,’*p""“,,..,. Tt- wonld be invidious
Lo I where all have been so kind, 1|

'1::” no”‘"‘“: the churches. May God's
D o wpon (e A. M, Luonrook,

;’;_&,g,r.mnmmmplma
ginters and the little Doy spoken of
z‘;m sisters from Eel Croek, who
™ coalession, and there and then were
—.ﬂ"‘: Cheist, and, symbolical of the Resur.
g ol to walk in the mewness of life
# - 0““' ]w A."-
““__m two young ladies who came for-
Chirist a faw weeks sisce were
ward ".,M Denham on Lord’s day, September
church meeting held recently it was
Bad ssengage A R. Main for a period of twelve

o ﬂ‘muddmn:h fellowahip to a
..«ﬁ",-l.mndamlm In the evening
“ﬂ'w“ two decisicns for Christ.
'ﬁwwdﬂing the singing of an in-
O Aymn and publicly confessed ber faith in
_ The other istimated her desire at the close
“m We thank God for the attracticss of
#.‘Moﬁ‘u«-o{m powers. We
- hat all our young sisters may adorn the teach-
P Christ. On 1ath September oar anneal ible
:-','.. etertainment and distribation of certifi-
""-‘um&u. took place. Last Wed-
seady our annzal chureh tex was held, both meet.
".i.w-ndwu.
Oct 1.

i

T. J. Beowe,

South Australia.

Hivomarsi.—Yesterday saw the 45th anmiversary
e cherch here. Bro. H. D. Smith was with us
# B morning. aad gave a beautiful address from
luish 110, Tn the evening Bro. Keay, from the
Glenellg church, peeachad froes the words, * Chrise is
diEal® We were glad to bear our brother, who

Bl yostenday, sad splendid meetings were the order
In the meening we spoke to a large
members and friends oo the subject
'hunm' In the evening the chapel was
J vestries and all, and Bro. Goee
&u-hpunmnmda-a-hxu

Sy A. C. Ravxine.
SMmy Srxnnt, Avmrarne — e

had the pleasare
:wm:MpMmlqam of

. and Sis. Troat, who was baptized
u“r“ At our gospel meeting last
MM.‘;&Mmuonud are {0 be

present,

with garments, etc., which our aphont 34 infants in & room that cosld seat o0 |
sisters are sending to Miss Thomp- “Wverage atteadasce (146) is about 30 under sy last

500, India, by mail steamer mext Tharsday. At our
quasterly meetis g of the Sunday School teachers Iast
election of oficers ook place, all being
We were very reluctantly cempelled to
Erant an indefinite Jeave of abs to our emt ad
Slster R. Tonkin, of the yousg ladies’ Dible Class,
owing to ll-bealth. We bope and trust she may soon
be adble to be Wb o8 again. We comsidered the
advisability of adopting the series of First Principle

Oct. 8 N

BALAKLAVA. —The Annual Conferenco of Northers
churches was held at Dalaklava oa Wedsesday,
October 3rd. The meetings were not 8o well attended
as previously, several cosater altractions belng re-
sponsible. The papers, as well as the discuwsions
therenpon  were very Iastructive and Interesting.
The following is the programme ;—Meaxine Spssion:
Dro. J. Selwood, chairman: Consideration of Jobn
11, Jed by J. Selwood: Paper by J. G, Cosh, en
Giving: Arrexxcox Szssion: A, L. Greenakijolds,
chairman ; Paper by T, |. Gore, Chuech Discipline ;
Paper by D. Wilsan, The Ministry of Angels: Ponic
Mreying in evening, R. Marksess in the chair. Ad-
dresses: T, J. Geee, Order In the Truth of Ged : J.
Selwood, What is the church of Christ.  °

Oct. 8 W.TSH,

Carnw.—Our assual meetings have been an un.
qualified success’ A W, Coaser spoke 1o full
moetings e Lord's day, morning and eveaing,
Wednesday, splendid tea, and in the oveaing a
grand meeting: bomse f2ll, and a considerable
number unable to get seats; the time being profit.
:bl upnl:: Thirteen ‘l'::vo b::dn -dd;d to the church

u ar,
of lh:‘lnucryfro-,l:: Su:gly Scb’:ol.y m
of this district have presented the ehurch with a very
nice desk Bible, in memory of our late Bro, J. Spotes-
wood,  The debt on cer chapel has been reduced to
£30. H. Leag. being with us at the Wednesday
meelings, stayed over the weok, visiting and poblish.

ing the truth. Suaday, had & ¢ mesting for
:‘:uhip. and in the .\5 o -

nhg:uc.bedlonmnhoon.
when cne you il made the good comfessicn, and
mgct:eiw” n“&hmln(.

RKS.
—
New South Wales.
Conawa —On September 18, a © t and coffee

socfal, usder the avsplices of the Corowa Cheistian
Literary Sociely, was bald In the Tabernacle, The
building was packed. The byilding was nicely deco-
rated for the occasion. Mr. H. Hughes, president of the
society, occupled the chair, asd a spleadid programme
of soventoen numbers was gone through. Refresh-
ments were provided on a liberal scale at the coa-
clusion of the programme, and a very enjoyable and
successfal entertalnment was brought to a close with
* God Save the Queen.”
5 Wistiaw H. Ancaw, Secretary.
Broxex Hitt.—We are still bammeriog away in
more seases than one, Cood attendance at gospel
meating last night, Further recelpis to Dalldisg
Fund ;(—Carew (3. Hoteo North, N.Z, /1: Pont
Albert, Auckland, 2] Alma, S A, /s

Oct. 1 WirLw.

—) - b

Victoria,

SS.U. Rrroar. - Vislted Prahean school, and
found them in very good order—a marked impeove-
meat in the singing. alw the classes were much
moce attentive and gentle, The schood is coaducted
i a large bullding ar the back of chapel, and two
Bible classes are tasght in the chapel lesell (')r.::

visit; but a good teaching staff, also a meraing school
of &!;iﬂa 7 teachers, MRH.
Hawrnoay.—Our mid-week meeting is large Last

Thursday two came out asd confessed, and were
baptized Jast night.  Bro. Palser himsell interviews

all candidates, and isstructs them fully. I may ssy
munnm-h:{nm » of our bigh alm of roo
souls for Christ dering the year,

Oct. 8. M.R.H.

Here and There.

Here & litthe and there a liede.—Iralab 38 1o,
—) .

One lad confessed Christ at Polkemmset on October
7th.

Two addittons by falth and bapeism at Kerang
East.

Two additlons by faith and baptism st Mamble
Plains,

On September 3oih, two were received at Norih
Fitzroy by faith and baptises,

Protracied meeting at Horshass commenced October
Bth with a fall bouse {0 bear the geapel,

Fise meetlog at North Melbourne ca Sonday.
Ose baptism, the wile of Bro. W, Wyatt, of Meredith,

Geo. T. Waldes informs us that at Enmore ce
September 23rd there were two coafessices and oca
September yoth two more.

Good meetlags at North Richmoad oa Sooday
evesing: a yousg man confessed Christ asd was
baptised the same hour.

We speat last Lord's day with the Jittle chureh at
Meredith. The day from a weather stasdpoint was
not exactly ideal, but we had delightfol meetings both
morniog and evesing.

Our Victoriaa Seoday School Union Annual Picate
is arrasged (o take place this year at the DURWOOD
BOYS' HOME. All fricads please take note for this
event on November gth.

A protracted meeting will bagin at Nocth Melboarse
next Moeday evening. Bro. T. Hagger will do the
preachlag. The presence and prayers of beothren
from sister charches is solicited.

n.j.cmmmus-a-,mnn
Balmaln Street, Richmond, the two baptised the
week before were received and at the close of his
address ia the evenlog three others made the good
coafession,

TbQAnumloﬂmmhoowvdhu-ut-uhn
plessant call from Bro. asd Sister Wm. Barford, of
Adelxide, SA. Bro. Burford Is oa his way to
to attead the Tariff Coogress about to ba beid there,
and Mrs. Barfoed is with him for a rest. .

We muoch regret that cur Issue of September 27th
muhmudbohnq-lu-nouuhuihnm
supplied. Wil any of car ageats or others who may
happea 1o bave a spare copy or more send 1o =5 at
cace, We would cossider it a great favor,

Alp&lmuudmtmhmm’&hoh
Is belog meranged for, 10 take place at an exrly date,
for the consideraticn of * SYSTEMATIC GIVING "
by omr schools for pxriviTE OnsECTS, but foe varicus
reasons It will not be beld this month as lntended,
Foll notice d-muﬂllmuhmhp.puhmm.

R. G. Casseron says i —* The Austral Poblishing
Company has jest imued asotber useful and interest.
Ing little book bearing the title THE WAY. It is
simiar in design to Puoxe Govo, though not so large
a book, asd lis purpose is to
numluulhnlhemuol.m.md
lbobouuﬂd-&nhnlmndhlhAm-
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CRRISTIAN [a recent moaths. It Is good reading, and
the right kind of book to loan to Interested friends.'”
Paper 64, Cloth 3/-, Post Free.

A brother fa Fremantle, W.A, writes ;1 bellove
the AusTrariax Cuxistian is destined to become
great s the dissemalnation of the glockous truths of the
gospel throughoat the Federated Siates of Australia,
Always eagerly Jooked for In Fremasile. God bless
yoar efforts.

Cheltenbam Sanday School celebeated Its annl.
versary last week. On Thursday evening the useal
tea-meeting and school entertaloment was gives In
the Temperance Hall. Bro. . T. Penny, the supec-
fatendent, presided, and after a fow remarks, in which
be expressed pleasure in seeing 0 large an attendance,
called wpon Nellie Brough, who recited A Little
Girls'Speech,” in which she bade everybody welcome,
especially thosa who Bad paid for their tickets, and
fatissated that any were dissatisfied with the eveonlag’s
entertaloment, they could “ask for their money back,”
but at the same time assared them that they would
not get lt. Chifford Organ made bis first public

and todd us about ™A Dicontested

Lobater,” Then followed an action song by a number

of Nttle girls, who had been well trained by Misses

Jodd and Brough, then a wwog by the school. after

which Fasny Woff sang * What Do the Bells of the

Steeple Say)'* very nicely, Charles Brough was the

pext pecformer. He told us of a boy who * whistled,”

he was evideatly the kind of boy who preferred

whistling to crying. or grumblisg, but if be could

whistle better than Charlie did, be was a clover fellow,

A boy who can stand befors an audience of 300 people
and whistle several well koown tuoes, witboot a
glimmser of & seile of the faintest sign of & breakdows,
potsesses & degree of sell-possessicn that should serve
his §n good stead fa the world., Addie Faiclam next
amused os by tellisg some of the thisgs that ** Aunt
Tabitha ™ did sot do whea she was a girl, then Minnle
and Emma Organ sang a doett * Tired " very nicely,
after which the boys' Drum and Fife Band under the
condoctorship of Bro. Ernest Pittmas and accoes-
panied by George Clayton on the Cornet, played a
selection is good style. Afier that, Cyril Wodf told of
the troubles of the bousehold “* When Ma is Away,"
asd Masd Morray sang the pralses of ~* My Dolly ™
Anotber song by the school, followed by a recitation
by Laurie Daff eatitled * Two Horses," asd then we
had a treat in a Violia asd Piaso Duett by the Misses
Braton and A. Wofl, Asother action soeg was
followed by recitations by Asoie Judd, Ernest Flander,
and Hilda Pesny all nicely given, bat we were
unfortenately woable to hear the ththes of the pleces.
Anocther selectica by the band, followed by an elaborate
plece o which the following yoong ladies took part,
Maggle Organ, Ivy Wolf, Ada Orgas, Mianie Organ,
Dertha Jodd The pext ilem was a recitatioa by
Willie Bodsworth, and then "Ted" Fisher, who,
jodgisg by the applasse with which his mame was
greeted, is a geveral favorite, vastly amused the
aodience by giving a boy's account of a Senday
School Picole, In & manser that folly justifed the
deafeniog applause with which It was followed.
Recitaticas by Ruby Daff, and Laura Woff, another
selection by the band, and then Emma Organ told of
aboy * Who Swallowed a Cuplul of Mustard " which
wo imagioe be woeld find & rather warm dose, asd
Alice Redstone contriboted the last recitation ' The
Rejected Volunteer,” More singiog, and masic bty
the band, and the meeting closed in the wsual way,

New South Wales Conference.—R. Steer, Sec-

, 36 .at., Marrickville, Sydney.

Goo. Arnott, Treasurer, 30 Point Plper
Road, Paddington.

Obituary.

o

CASTLE —Oa Lord's Day, Sept. otb, Edward
Castle fell asloep In Jesus. DBro. Castle was baptised
by W. 5. Houchins at Mystic Park, and united with
the church there, He was a regular attendant at the
meetings and & geasrous suppocter of the charch, At
the beginnlag of this year he removed to Kyabras,
and when well enongh met with the church there to
remember his Master, For some moaths prioc to his
death be suffered much pals.

* Deap waters crossed life’s pathway,
The bedge of thorns was rosgh,"

He bore it all with great patiescs, We shall never
forget his words, uttered in & feable voice, while life
was fast ebbing away. Three times be repeated I
am pacfectly t:mdal." He loved the Christ, wbo
ever satisfies our heart's loogings. His remains were
faterred In the Tongale cemetery, Bro. Hagger coa-
docting the service at the ve. We commead to
our Fatber in heaven his wile and loved caes who re-

mals, and trost that they may follow his m&cud
fiad ia Christ comfort and peace, B,

Coming Events.

Observe the tiose of thelr comlng.~Jeremiak §: 7.
e — O

OCT. 14 & 16 —Petersham Ansiversary, Sunday
and Tuesday., Tea (sixpence) and Poblic Meeting.
Doa t miss it

OCT. 15 —DBarwood Boys' Home Ansoal Demoo-
siration. High Clams Coowl” . Monday, October 15,
8 p.m. Artises :—=Miss Fanny Lysdharst, Miss Nell

cClelland, Miss Ethel Bemscn, Miss Anuie Cook,
e e B Druse, 1o I Reda Adis:

LA L L ¥ e, . o.
ﬁe:.“lf-; l{q.ncd Seats, 2/-

OCT. 21 and 2350 Hills Senday School

Ansiversary, Good dng\:‘:iy the children.

OCT. 21, 23, 25 —Christlan Sunday School, Lygoa-
#t., Carfton; 37th Ansiversary. Sonday, Oct. 2t
Addsess in afternoon at § o'clock ; Flower Service at

p.es., Special Address by W. C. Morro, B.A.. Seb-
L:l. “The Glory of the Cress”  Toesday, Oct, 2yrd:
Grand Eatertaloment at &13 pm. Thursday, o
asth: Seevice of Soog, * y & Wall" Tea: Chil-
dres, 9d.; Adalts, 1/~

OCT. 25tk & 3ist.—North Richmond Cburch
Ansiversary. M" afterscca, pm., in the
chapel ; 7 p.m., Town . Wednes-
day, tea chapel, 630 pm., tickets 64. Public
meetiog, Towan Hall, 8 p.m.,

FRIDAY. OCTOBER 26—

Dring yoor Nl:. your relaticas, there is room for

At the C C.C, Concert In the U F.S. Hall:
And inform all your friends, your it tell,

VICTORIAN
Church Port Fasey ,, mo‘
w Horsham™ .
w  Somth Y : ::
2 thdltl:"&.,p. Sister <

« Prahras, Sister By
w North mm,‘w .

Bro. and Sister . f,.' 1 St
Bro. R éf::l;un B -.
BA, Wedderbars 8 o)

A

J- A Davizs, Treas
* Milford,” Charch M,
Hlvnhsn.uu*"

FAmnroTRER—Doccrrs '
T. Hagger, st WM,.;-O‘“ N Gy,

Falrbrother, of Beadigo, 1o ’
G. Duckett, of Wedderburs. M et

Srvex Wrooeo —Cransy— |
Octobar, 1875, at charch of Ch::."
Charmas, of Eomesering to
the late B. T. Daskhy E

Elizabuc, [onr 00
deess, Beookdale, Ermerald - oo
McIntyre Bpgs
FX
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" YEA TASTING, '
Molntyre Bros, 1/3]Tes
The weadertally Meh qualicy of MeINTYLE BAGS

Goodmpa.dn&nhol.(oodmn:cu-dl:
The ** Reserved Seats ™ cee shilling, the cthers bat

balf,
S0 " come one," ** coma all,” and eajoy a good lau,
* Chetwynd Crickst Club" Konf:’ elbourne. t:'.
McCance, Secretary.

I
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RESCUE HOME.
Received with thasks —
Cherch Ballarat Esst . v fo
Devoted .. oo o
Mrs. llo-wla.!. Collingwood o
Mrs. Oliver, Fernlhurst ve T
Mr. T. H. Brooker, M.P., Hiadmansh, S A. o to
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1
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. A.and E. Davles,
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J. Prrraan,

Mave takes the oid
REEVES & Co., 106 Flinders

Melbourne (Show Room :
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Finest Work at Lowest Prices.
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