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The Healing of T'wo Blind Men.
MaTT. 9 : 27-31.

A. F. Turnzxn.

. " Hea comes from thickest &lms of vice
To clear the mental ray,

Axd ca the eycballs of the blind
up To pour &.m day."— Doddridgr.
<X :n'h Light of the world ; be that followeth

' mot walk in darkmess, but shall have the
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More than 700 n.C.

the prophet lsaiah,
speaking of the work to be accomplished by
the world’s Redeemer, deciared, amoogst
other things, * then the eyes of the blind shall
be opened.” That Jesus of Nazareth did on
several occasions do this very thing is known
to all who have read the testimony of the
ospel writers, ;
: (g:vllng to the prevailing custom of sleeping
in the open air, as well as the existence of
fine dust in the surrounding atmosphere,
plindness prevails to a very large extent in all

Subscription, §s. per anpum.

Eastern countries, Palestine being no excep-
tion in this respect, we are pot surprised to
learn that numbers of those thus afflicted
were brought to Jesus to be healed of their
trouble.

When two of John's disciples came to Jesus
and asked the question, “Art thou be that
should come, or do we Jook for another?™ the
Saviour replied, *“Go and tell John . . . the
blind receive their sight,” thus showing that
Isaiah’s prediction %ud now become the
simple description of what was a daily occur-
ring fact.

he particular case before us derives some
little interest from the fact that it is the first
recorded of many cures of blindness performed
by Jesus. He had just left the house of
Jairus, whither he had been to raiss that
ruler’s daughter from the dead, when be is
followed by two blind men, who cry out sxy-
ing, * Thou son of David have mercy on us.”
To this carnest entreaty Jesus apparently pays
pot the slightest bit of attention. He even
allows them to follow him into the bouse,
without taking the least notice of their cry.

The question thea may be asked, Why
was this? Why did he not at once respond
to their appeal for mercy ?

Surely it was not because of any lack of
faith on their part, for we must remember
that in calling him the ** Son of David,” they
were acknowledging him to be the Messiah,
the rightful successor to. the kingdom of
David. Such, was evidence of their recog-

nition of him as the ope who bhad been
omised, and therefore the lon expected
Y{cdeemcr of the world.

And, believing him
to be such, it was an expression of theic
belief in his ability to remove their affliction.

Why then does he not at once re-
store their sight? We find that the Sav-
jour before granting relief to those who
sought his belp, (m%xently called for some
outward evidence of their faith and sincerity.
And just 5o it was in this case. He desired
to still further test and strengthen their faith
in his ability to heal them.

That this was accomplished is evident
from the fact that they follow him into the
houss, and patiently wait for him to grant
their petition. '

From their conduct, let vs learn the
wisdom of exercising earnest faith and im-.
portunity in prayer. With more eamestness
and frequency we should urge our petitions
at the throne of We should persevere
just as we would do in every other depart-
ment of life, where we want our wishes at-
tended to. If we find that the desired
answer does not come at once, let us
not therefore feel faint and discouraged,
but continue asking; not that our doing so
will alter God's purpose, and make him grant

unwilling the things which we seek; no not
at all, but becauss our im ity will

better prepare us to enjoy the ing asked,
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and lead us when granted to make a proper
use of them. True it is that in our short-
nthtedocca we sometimes ask for thin
which if bestowed upon us would provec:ﬁ
amitous, and most ruinous to our spiritual
interests,

In such cases our petitions may not be an-
swered, no matter how Ecnistent we may be
in - them. Tl;e ‘; l:lrl their long
con prayers have failed to bring the
desired answer, has led some to the doubt
the efficacy of prayer, and the truthfulness of

ses of the divine word. But we
d never forget that God knows best
what is good for us, and oftentimes manifests
his love more in denying than in granting
our petition,

13

for which they ask, not becauss of any wish
to dcmlhem of their desires, but because

member that our Heavenly Parent hears the
petition of his children, and if it is for their
good he will assuredly answer them ; in what
y not ; when, we need not
but some how, and in some way, they
be answered, for he loves us, and has
that no good thing will be withheld
those who fear him, t us then learn
to ask that we may receive; to seek that we
find; and to knock that it may be
openedtoiu.
esus grants the request of these
blindmboseekstromtbe:q-hmberoon-
fession of their belief in his ability to perform
such a miracle. He said to them, * Believe
able to do this an-
y Lord.” Jesus then touch
their eyes saying, “ according to r faith
you,” and immediitely’:l:ir
and their sight restored. ’E:
was instantaneous and complete, so
much 5o, that they were able to at once go
out from his presence.

Before they do so, however, be solemaly
charges them to keep silence concerning the
matter, His object in making such a de-
mand is not told us. It may have been that
too ln.r! would bave come to him for heal.
ing, 50 leave him insufficient time for
zz-d:ing the truths pertaining to his king-

But the more probable reason is that

way
care ;
will

4

At this we are not greatly surprised, for we
i the sensations experienced, as
that they now seo those things
around them to which for so many years they
had been blind, Anyone so re-
liewed of such an affliction, would find it diffi-

cult to repress his I and keep silent
concerning one who condescended to
thus heal him of his trouble. Little, how-
ever, did thess men think that their dis-
obdimolhke:madwm,mmgm.
ing on the time his crucifixion would
be bt about. The gratitude would
have been better shown had they obeyed
their Benefactor’s wish, Let us learn from

it the lesson that obedience is better than
sacrifice, even though the sacrifice be in.
tended as a special mark of honor to God.

We say that we are not greatly surprised
t?:t they should have acted in the way they
di

What IS surprising is, that to-day so many
of those who have been blessed with the
restoration of spiritual sight—those who once
were blind, but now do see—should be so
backward in proclaiming to others concerning
the blessings they have received.

How often we come in contact with those
who are spiritually blind, those whose minds
are dark and ignorant concerning the truths
of the gospel, and yet we make not the
slightest effort to tell them of that Saviour
who has done 50 much for us,

Now, the object of Matthew in recording
this miracle, was, so John indicates, that
those who hear it may believe that Jesus is
the Christ the Son of God, and that believ-
ing, they might have life through his name.

n restoring the sight of these two men,
Jesus gave unmistakable evidence of his
claim to be the Messiah. In the healing of
many of the dissases to which the human
frame is subjocl. there is no evidence given
of any special er. Frequently such is
the result of the influence which the mind ex-
erts over the body, or the trouble may have

run its courss, and the time come for the

change for the better; but the instantaneous
restoration of sight to the blind, by the mere
g;tmnoo_mulol a few words, ‘i’s conclusive

mi ous , and consequently a
strong link in tﬁcbainof evidence present-
ed in the scriptures concerning his divinity.

But our purposs now is not to notice the
miracle i this aspect, but rather its general
bearing vpon the scheme divised for the
redemption of fallen man as presented to us
io the word of God. In the case of these
two men, we have portrayed the natural con.
dition of every one of the human family, for
their affliction is a type of sin, which in the
scriptures is frequently cootemplated as
moral blindoess, or as the Patriarch Job ex-

essed it, “a groping in the dark without

ight," whilst the removal of their bliodoess
~their awakening, as it were, from
blackest night to the brl;::al day—is a
fitting symbol of the condition of those who
have called out of a spiritual darkness
into the marvellous light of the gospel of
Christ.
The buman race, apart from Christ, are
esented in the Bible as being in darkness.
‘Their mind is so blinded appetites and
passions that they are insensible to the light
and beauty of the realitics of eternity as
seen in the gospel, or they are indifferent to
the necessity of having their eyes opened.

But Christ came to this earth to endow
with sight those thus blinded. When in the
temple, the old man, Simeon, took the child
x]c:sm in bis arms, be declared that be was
* & light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory
of thy people, Israel.”

And 50 we read coocerning bis sojourn in
Galilee, * The which sat in darkness
saw & great light, and to them that sat in
the region and shadow of deatb, light is
§prung up.

To the Scribes and Pharisies Jesus said,
“Iam the Light of the World." He was

the THE LIFE WHICH IS
COME!

—
such in the sense that he E
all spiritaal hmaﬁ:,h """:i?:& Tovealyr o
hy the revelation w he made o08 why
bimsell bas enlightened the worta | C-"Mitg

wotld

the things pertaining to th ""'a
s gs pertaining eir eterny) 4
Let us briefly

notice t W

he In;ldogm “ﬁ;l;h il h‘“
1. He bas enlightened the *
ing SALVATION FROM Spat. " coscers.
Sin is that which in God's R %
most bateful thiog in the usiverse, o1
that with which no compromise '

made. *The soul that sing it s> B8
die,” are the words of the Alm M,:‘I
All have sinned and ther all g

under condemnpation. But when X
the angel of the Lord anmog::u h%
doubting and perplexed Joseph, “ Thog
shalt call his name Jesus, for be it is who
shall save his people from their sing,"

ohn the Baptist pointiog to Jesus said,
“ Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh
away the sins of the world.”

Paul writing to Timothy said, * Thigis 5
faithful saying, and worthy all
that Jesus Christ came ioto the world to saye
“oun"bimulf said to his disciples, * Thug

esus o “The
it El written, and thus it beboved the Chist
to suffer, and to rise from the dead the thied
day, and that repeotance and remission of
sins should be preached in his pame amceg
all pations, begioning at Jesusalem,”

Standing oo Mouat Olivet, and just abost
to ascend to beaven, there to be exalied at
the right band of God, a Prince and a Say-
iour to give repentance and remission of sins,
“Go ye into all the world and preach the

gospel to every creature, he that believeth
and is bapti shall be sa bat be that
disblieveth shall be condemned.” So that,

now, though by wicked works we are alien-
ated from God, Christ having suffered in oar
stead, be is able to deliver us from the ster-

nal consequences of our wroog doleg.
Through the gracious provisioas of the
pel we can now be saved, and our

and election be made sure.
2. He bas ecolightened us

YEr 10

True, many of the Old Testament saiots
hldu::.id‘; of a fntu;‘e ?GMM x !
in s0 as the masses the people wer
c?ncemed, they bad no definite conceptioos
of such,
They seemed unable to penctrale g .
loom which surrounded the su ﬂdﬂ
}ewa. though God's chosen
clear bopes of life and immortality.
We bnnMoc tec:.:: ;‘.i‘a hu”dwd-
acob and Moses, ua
iut we find in them no refereace to l\‘ng _
The rewards and pa

B

to come,
connection with the Mosaic Ecaoowh thes
appear to have extended beyood the :
baf:g‘llvod. . vioas of
Notwithstandiog the many uﬂﬂ” i
ancient cities that have beea b
tinct evidence has been four
coaclude that the people be
state. Many expressions of
pathy on the part of friends
parted bave been found in
on the tombs, but not a single siga

doost
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upon us becavse of the sins of
our past life, In Christ, faith.
fully liviog the Christian life, we
can at last die in the sure and
certain hope of a glorious res.
urrection to an everlastioglife. To
this assurance and bope I would
point you to Christ, who seeks to
impart spiritual light to your dark
understandiogs. If you bave no
wish to spurn his overtures of
mercy, open your hearts to him
and do so now.

** The whole world was loat in the dark-
ness of sin,
The Light of the world is Jesus;
Like suoshine at noonday his gleey
shoee o
The bight of the world Is Jesus."

Come to the light ‘tis shialag for thee.
Sweetly the Light has dawned spon me:
Ooce 1 was blind, bat now | can woe,
The Light of the world Is Jesus.

“Ye dwellers In darkoess with sio-
blinded eyes,
The Light of the World is Jesus:
Go, wash at bis bidding and light will
arise,
The light of the world Is Jesus.™

No need of the sualight in beaven we're
told,
The Light of that world s Jesas
The Lasmb s the Light In the City of
of Gold,
The Light of that world Is Jesus.

S—

dicated a hope that they ever expected to
meet again.
But when Jesus came he said to the

“] came that you might bave life,
bave it more abundantly.” *Iam the
Resurrectioo and the Life."

At bis command death is vanquisbed and
is restored, and man obtaios a further
of the ibilities of life and immor-
beyond tomb. And wheo at last
tose a trinmphant conqueror over death
the hﬁnve. life and immortality are

t full and clearly to light, and we have
te and defined teaching respecting the

The believer can pow take bis de-
partere from the scenes of earth rejoiciog in

e

£

the sure and certain bope of a blessed im-
mortality,

In , then, we would remind you
of the words of Jesus to these men, “*Accord-

ing to your faith be it unto you.” If you are
10 possess and enjoy the uo,:unco or:l_n-
from sin, and the hope of eternal life,
Christ must be received into your bearts by
faith, and this faith must be such that it will
lead to u&:z in bim for o?gnlon. aod ;?Mb
commands s gospel. Fait

:Mhlbo power to save from sin, bat
leads us to do tbat which tbe Gospel
&d Salvation reveals as necessary to be
be brooghbt into Christ, the 9‘:1!
mh':ue‘{wgimm of sizs is pgom; R
us to trust Jesus, apd turping from

m“ be baptised iljno tbe sacred pame of
Son, and Holy Spirit, we are
from the condemnation restiog

§

Life’'s Chiet Concern.

CHAS. WATT.

“ But seek ye first the Kiogdom of God
and his righteousoess ; Matt. 6: 33.

7 7o \Q HOSE words occur in the
&'&”*"f * Sermon og the Mount.”
WO NOTE.

1. Tue INjuxcTION,

The Lord bhas just been warning l“:e
people against undue apxiety in worldly
thiogs. . Take no thought 4 bardly ex-
presses the idea, it should rather be, as in
the R.V., “be not apxious" And be at
once adds * bat seek.” Seek what? * The
kiogdom of God." The ooly thiog men
should be anxious about is eterpal life. And
this they are enjoined to strive after. Bat
in order that the mti:f should be success.
ful three things are absolutely necessary.

(1) To Sexx 1¥ THE RicuT Prace.

A foreigner living here, and le_ckin to be
paturalised would at once inquire for the
office. He must go about it intelligently or
he would seek indefinitely. And 50 to be
admitted into Christ's kingdom we, too,
must seek in the right quarter. Notin the
Old Covenant Scriptares but in the New.
Not of Moses bat of Christ.

<4

(2) To Seex T RIGHT THINO.

Some seek for * faith.” They ask for
« faith to believe,” and think they cannot be
saved unless this is supplied! But * faith
and belief™ are one. God presents facts
sustained by evideace and calls upon men
to “believe.” Others seek for some myster-
jous and sudden change, and expect when
they are converted to feel such a ¢ e,
And so, if converted, they condnl{m' 1.
Bat, mark, the mistake that is made here is
in confasing the RESULT of conversion
with the thing itself. For instance, when a
man bas missed his way to a givea point,
and isin serious danger, if some ope points
out the path of safety the man is sure to feel
bapﬁ—-i( he takes the night path. Bat if
we felt bappy while continuiong in the path of
:i‘ danger his feeling happy would not help

m.

So, g:edsely with the sioner; be bas
missed his way and God points out the path
of safety. Seek the king of God. Get
into it and you caonot but feel bappy. Ask
for the old path, where is the good way and
walk therein,

3. To Szex i1x e Ricur War.

Some seek to WORK themselves into the
kingdom of God, and tbey quote * work out
your own salvation.” But those words were
written to Christians, baving found, were
already in the kipgdom. Others seek to
PRAY themselves ioto the kingdom of
God, and thus ask of God what be is al
ready anxious to give; Now to “seek” in
the right way is to read what that way is
and walk io it. Christ said (Jobn 3: §) “Ex-
cept 4 man be born of water and of the
Spirit, be cannot eater into the kingdom of

2. Tue PersoNar Narune or THE
INJUNCTION.

“Seex Yl

The Christian religion is neither a pational
por & family, but a PERSONAL THING.
Now there are THREE things of a personal
nature.

(1) PERSONAL NEED.

The traveller who does not KNOW be
bas lost his way will bave no DESIRE to
be Ku: right. The man who does not know
be is sick will bave no desire for the doctor's
services.

(2) PERSONAL DETERMINATION,

The woman who lost the piece of money
searched diligently until she found it. The
man who discovered the treasure in the
field sold all that be had and bought that
ficld, *“Strive to enter in at the strait
gate " (Luke 13: 24).

(3) PERSONAL APPROPRIATION.

The only faith that will save is the
faith that can say, ““he loved me and gave
himself for me." The faith that can lay
bold of and trust Jesus as a personal
Saviour, )

3. Tue UrGENT NATURE OF THE
InjuncTION,

“Szex Ye Finst."

Meo are prone to give, not oaly first,
but chief concern to the things of time and
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seose. These often engross all their atlen- The Home. ﬁ :d‘:,::,,:':fm: 3 Somethieg o
.d’o:d ‘!‘.l:e l:e Duke of Alva, who, on‘l;:‘i‘n the strangest thing to go m“u::w

¢ bad seen a certain wonderly houne, we will serve the Lord, dagoerreot "
astronomical display, replied, “Ob, no; I (o .-'-Je-buuns mum o+ of the -
am 100 busy with thiogs on the earth to " Wh 'M?.'- mhluudw.
.lonot u:p to heaven " wl;ow. :’Imo are um‘ Mother’s Way. M”{m“‘h'f..:“ B i
tant reasons *“ the kiogdom of Y - Man,
God"’gouu be oar chie concern. Ot within our liltle cottage, o R b tried by oelioess of b
1. Because of the interests inooloed. As ibe shadows gently fall, planted it, anozzer :rn:s::.h' -..lu""'-

*Those interests are not only for time and While the sualight touches soltly ——o——
merel affecting the body; they are for Ose sweet face wpon the wall, wh'mm“h 3
eternity, and they touch the soul. Think Do we gatber closs together, Tha red rose save ™ Say,
of bow God estimated the worth of the soul. And in bushed and tender tooe And the lily bids ,?;:Nt.'
“Ye were pot redeemed,” writes Peter, Ask each oiber's full forgiveness bardy, beave Prarg,~
* with corruptible things as silver and (‘?’wli For the wrong that each has dooe. * Be patlent and andarg ~

e :

but with the precious blood of Christ.”
might we * seek first "' a salvation that bas
been at such a price.

2, Scauu/ the wacertarnty of life.

This needs no demoostration ; we are sur-
rounded with evidences of it on every band.
The trouble is that men and women don't
stop and thiok about it. They allow them-
selves to be 5o carried away by the respon-
sibilities of this life that they don't realise
bow pear they may be to its close, And
m our Creator everywhere in his Word

icates this by such eotreaties as * Now
is the accepted time,” and * To.pay, if ye
will bear bis voice.”"

i. Because by the heart becomes hardemed.

na ge already quoted in part we
read, *“To-day, if ye ‘will hear bis voice,
barden oot your heart.” Of course, we do
‘ROt mean to say that every young man who
delays decision for Christ will alwa s plunge
deeper into presumptuous sins, bat we
do mean, thoogh, is that each time a young
man or woman resists the Lord's pleading
it becomes increasiogly difficult to surrender
to Christ. Men become less and less im.
pressionable in proportion as they — from
whatever cause—stifle conviction, Is pot
this why the Lord so importunately urges
yo%vlob“uek nmdthekm‘ kmo;a o(, G«? &
- We bave many striking exam to guide
us in the Holy gai ures. :

When Saul of Tarsus was convicted of
sin, and the Lord's servant told him bow
be was to eoter the kingdom. Altbough he
bad pot broken a three days' fast, be com-
plied first with the divine uirements ere
attendiog to the pressing s of the body,
“be arose and was baptised ™ (Compare
Acu‘? i 9, 18, 19). When the Jews, on
tbe day of Peotecost, were informed, in
apswer to their question, * What shall we
do?" to *“ Repent, and be baptised every
ooe of you in the pame of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins,” were baptised

sam¢ day, When the Etbiopian poble-
man learned the truth be was in the midst
of a chariot journey, but he af omce got
down from the chariot and was baptised.
When the jailor at Philippi learned the truth
it was at midoight, and under circumstances
that were themselves of sufficient importance
to engage all bis attention. Nevertbeless,
the same kowr of the might Y be and his were
baptised straightway.” Be waroed, dear
reader, and * seek first the kingdom of God
and his rightecusness I

* Pat, what is that hanging over yosr bed with a
string attached to it7"  * Well, sor, that's an alarm
frrord As s0op &5 1 draw the string | am awake o a

Should you woader why this casteen
At the eading of the day,

Eye and volce woold quickly asswer :
* It was cace our mother's way,"™

If your home be beight asd cherry,
11 it holds & welcome Lroe,

Opesaing wide its door of greeting
To the many~—act the faw;

1f we share our Father's bounty
With the needy day by day,

"Tis becawse car hearts remember
This was aver mothes's way,

Sometizses when our hands grow weary,
Or our tasks seem very loag |
When our bardens leck 100 beavy,
And we deem the right all wrong :
Then we gain a sew fresh courage,
Asd we rise to proodly say :
* Lat 23 do our duty bravely—
This was our dear mother's way."
e () e—
A Good Answer,

There are few of us who do not keow by experience
the {reitiessness of certaln kinds of sorrow for wroog-
doiog. We cannot blot out a fanlt by tears, bat oaly
by resolute striving after better things, Some of us
peed the lesson givea in the answer of a litle Suaday
School girl when the superintondent asked what was
meast by the word repestance.

A listle boy was the first (0 raise bis hand.

* Well, what is it, my lad ? &

o for your sins.™ was the snswer,

AmmMMNMMM

* Well, my Hitle girl, what do you thiak ?" asked
the geatleman, +

* I thiok," said the child, " ita being sorry esoogh
to quit.”

P, S
Growing a Grandmother,

He was & wee little man, ocely three years old, but
very beave, courageous and uncomplaining—moce
couragecws asd uncomplalning than anyose ksew,
for, though he was caly a baby, he had trials to bear
The family bad gone 10 & sew country is the far
West—the mother, this little mas, and the sister, a
little older,

It was a very sew comntry, very different froe the
clty, where they had left many friends, relatives, and,
nearest of all, a dear old grandmother. The mother
was 50 basy In her pew home that she Bad little time
o devote o the bables, except 10 see that they were
clean and well fed.  So the little cees were loaesome
sometimes, as mamma found cet one day Im a way
that brought tears 10 ber eyes.  The little three-year-
old had been very busy and quist, making & big hole
in the ground whih such earnestness of porpose that,
fearieg tha little fellow was planning scese mischief,
she went 1o see what was belng done.

The bele was completed when she reached the apot,

R T
In spite of ch “"
And each gracious flower
H:uch-muum

look ar that. I'm working bere for Jim.
sit ‘roasd the Bouse here, tellin’ what &
Jim is, an” siegin’ scogs 1o him, 1I'd be doty*
lots of Christians do, bet it wdd.'l.&"h
get fired mighty quick. »
" But whea 1 hustle amoog the hillly ap*
safferla’

Jim's berds are all right, an' not

an' foed, or beln' off the brasded

thioves, then 1'm servia' Jim a3 he wy

served."—A Coaverted Cowboy, i

1901
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Has been much improved, and the eirculaticn hy

graduslly gone up.  For two years now we e,
about this time, made 'y _""-'

In the light of experience, we
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scription in full for rgor, whether 3/~ o
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ORIGIN AND PRESENT STATUS OF THE
L MOVEMENT.

HE movement
¥ with which these
churches are iden.
tified bad its
origin in the
& United States

. about three quar-
ters of a century
ago. It was pro-
duced, like all
great reforma-
tions, by the de-
voat stody of the
Word of God,
Certain learned
and God-learing
meo, being grieved by the bitteroess of party
sphrit, AMOCE Christians of different denomin.

sons fssued a * Declaration and Address "

g the divided state of the church and
the evils resulting therefrom, and urgiog, as
the ooly remedy for this state of thiogs, a
restoration of primitive, apostolic
ity — its ‘l.ifth' ::; doctrine, its
ordisances and its life—and the consequent
of all creeds or confessions of faith
mood in the way of such a return to
the anclent order of things.  An association
was formed at anlng(on (P:e.) for lfhe guir
of ing the principles set forth in
g“mlh‘o." preit motlo was!
# Where the Scriptures speak we speak;
whete the Scriptures are silent we are
sllest.” Under this rule they felt compelled
1o surrender some tenets and practices which
they hitherto bad beld as bindiog, and to
accept others which they bad beretofore
distegarded. In this way, and by degrees,
a3 they were compelled by tbeir study of the
Scriptures, they finally came to occupy the
position which we shall presently describe
uoder the head of * Belief and Practice.”

It thas appears that the movemeat they
were {saugurating was ot to be so much an
efizet 10 reform the church, after the manner
of previous reformations, as the complete
telsrstion of the faith and practice of the
peimitive church. They boldly proposed to
8 back beyood the decrees of Popes,

Synods and Assemblies, and * uks
things just as the Aposties left them.
felt it to be their high privlle%e to
stand “ upon the same ground on which the
the Church stood at the beginning,” and
believed that to be the only remedy for

. Christeadom.

Their success was phenomenal. Beginning
with a siogle congregation of about thirty
Members ia 1811, they increased during the
Bext fifty years to over 300,000, and in the

~
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thirty.five years following bave more than
trebled this figure.  They support numerons
institutions of learning throughout the States,
publish about a dozan religious weeklies and
one quarterly, and are doing missionary
work in India, China, Japan, Africa, Turkey
and Scandinavia,

The last census of the United States
showed that their increase was more rapid
than that of any of the other leading religious
bodies. Daring the decade preceding the
census they bad increased sighty fhree pec
cent, Some of the most emineot and
influential citizens of tbe United States are
members of their churches. The late Presi.
dent, James A, Garfield, was a devoted
member,

PELIEF AND PRACTICE,

First, as to the faith of the Disciples :

What the churches identified with this
movement believe and teach may be sum-
marised as follows :—*

(1) The Old and New Testaments as &
divinely inspired revelation of tbe will of
God to men, and as containiog all that is
necessary *for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for fostruction which is in
righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, furnished completole usto eve

good wotk.;”’Bnt the New Testawent s £
sowrce of anthorily in matlers specially periaining
te the Gospel u{ the church.

2) The divine excellency and worthiness
of Jesus, who is the Christ, the Son of the
Liviog God; and his official authority and
glory as the Christ—the Ancinted Prophet,
Priest and King, who is to {nstruct us in the
way of life, redeem us from sin and death,
nx relgn in aod over us as the rightfol
Sovereign of our being and Disposer of our
destinies. The vecagwition of the
suprewe Lovdship of Fesus is the vallying point of
the movement

(3) The personal and perpetual mission of
the Holy Spirit, to convict the world in
respect of sio, and of rightecusness and of
judgment ; and to dwell in believers as their
Comforter, Helper and Sanctifier. Bwf all
speculative theories as to special opevalions apart

roms the Truth ere refected,

4) The Gospel as the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that believeth. This
Gospel in its fulness embraces (ILFICN. (2)
Commands, (3) Promises, The facts are to
be belieosd, the commands obeyed and the pro-
mises enjoyed. By reference to 1 Cor. 15 it
will be seen that the Apostle declares the
facts of the Gospel to be as follows :—

a. The death of Christ for our sins accord-
ing to the Scriptures, -

i. His burial,

* The reader will of coarse understand that this is
pot an sutboritative declaration of faith, mer an
exbaustive statement, but -l.‘g.y a compendlam of
the maln polats emphasised In the refigions movemest
of the Disciples,

+
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¢. His resurrection the third day according
to the Scriptures.

These are the simple but comprebensive
facts which underlic the whole plan of sal-
vation, and these facts were everywhere
preached by the Aposties doring their
ministry ; and when the believed the
facts the followlng comdifions were submitted
to all who desired to become Christiang :—

4. Repentance towards God.

4. Confession of faith in Christ.

¢. Baptism o the name of the Lord Jesus
into the name of the Father, Son and Holy
Splrit: (see Actaz:éa: 8 : 12, 3629; 16:
33; Matt. 28: 19; Gal, 3: 26-27; Rom. 6:
3-4; Col. 2: 12).

Aod to all those who beartily accepted
thesa conditions, the following promises were
distinctly made :— :

#. Remission of sins.

. The gift of the Holy Spirit,
¢. Adoption into the family of God and
eternal life. (See the foregoing references).

The Gospel is thus seen fo be & system of teack-
ing whick brings wuth it, in_so mawy words, fhe
astwrance of pardon and acceplance with Ced.
Hence it does not leave the comvert dependent on his
jah'ly:.ul 20 & prey fo dewbls and misgivings,
bud gives him a defimite pledge from God. 1
you do these things," says the Lord, * you
be accepted” 1 have dewe thess things,” says
the obedient believer, ** therefore I A accepted.”

(5) The Church of Christ, a divine institu-

tion, composed of such as have turned away
from sin, openly confessed Christ with the
mouth, and bave been baptised,
expressing their alty to bim as theic
sovereign Lord, and by an overt act eotering
into covenaot relationship with him—by
which act they definitely pledge themselves
to take up their cross and follow him. Bap-
tism (immersion) is, therefore, not a re-
enerative act, nor is it a mere bodily act,
t properly follows such a chaoge of mind
and beart as is evidenced by “ repentance
towards God and faith towards our Lord
Jesus Christ," and is the decisive step by
which tbe penitent believer accepts Christ,
and assumes the obligations of the Divine
Government. It is the faith-acf in which he
throws himself in loving sell-surrender upon
his grace, and accepts as a gift the salvation
which be caonot claim as a debt. [t sz
wadendledly intended to be a condition of church
wembership, and a ¢ o the believer of the
pardon of his sins (See Matt. 28 : 19; Mark
16:16; Acts 2: 38; 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21,
¢t al). This view makes neitber foo much nor
fo0 liitle of baptism; while, on the one
band, it repudiates the dogma of baptismal
regeneration, on the other hand it rescues
the ordinance from cootempt, as a meaniog-
less, unimportant formality, as it bhas come
to be regarded in some quarters,

(6) The fulness and frecness of the salva.
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tion offered in the G
it oo the terms 5
ug) The necessity of righteousness, holiness
benevolence on the part of professional
Christians, alike in view of own final
salvation and of their mission to turn the
world to God.
Second, as to the practice of the Disciples :
(1) The are immersionists, This
is 50 because they believe in the absolute
muTllz of Jesus. When Christ com-
manded bis Apostles to baptise he com.
manded them to immerse. Immersion {s not
& mere mode of baptism ; it is baptism itself,
Otber acts, in v at the present day, are
mere substitutes for hptism‘.‘ To make such a
subststution, or fo countemance ¢ in way i1,
praciically, to set aside the Lordship o;ghmt
2) They require penitent sioners, who are
dagizm of ';?eomia Christians, to make a
Exblic profession of their faith in Jesus as the
brist, the Son of the Living God. This is
the cveed basis of the church, and it wws con-
stituted by its Divine Founder. This profession
of faith baviog been made, sinners are in-
structed to “ arise and be baptised and wash
;_::5.'.“' sins, calling on the name of the

to all who accept

This, of course, does away with infant
baptism—a practice admitted to be of purely
buman origio, and which bas wrought infinite
mischief by filling the * church * with uncon-
verted men and women—wbich bas, in fact,
wherever it bas prevailed, done away with
conversion altogether, and lowered to an
xp-lling es the standard of Christian

aracter. It is the fovention of the sacer-
dotalist, and is the logical sequence of the
dogmas of * total depravity " and ** baptismal
regeneration,” bat is an anomaly in English
Noncoaformity.

3) They observe the Lord's Supper ev
ﬁrgt day of the week in memory of t‘g
Saviour. The ordinance thus becomes a
means of renewiog, every Lord’s day, the
covenant into which we entered with him
when we were “ baptised into bis death.”
hloteove;. tt;‘o Lord‘obuuc and the Locg;s

are thus kept togetber as they should be.
‘VVQ *“keep™ the day by observing the ordin-
ance.

(4) They wear po depominational name.
As churches are simply churches of
Cbrist, and as individuals, Christians or
Disciples of Cbrist. This they do *that in
all things e might have the pre-eminence.”
Such pames as * Wesleyan,” * Bapuist,”
** Congregational,” etc., in which men glory
to-day, are dishonoring to the great Head of
the c{mch. and are distinctly forbiddenio the
Now;l‘mnmnt (See 1 Cor. 1 : 1015; and
3:21). .

(5) They pray and work for the upity of
God)o people, and seek earnestly to ate
with all who love the Saviour in all good
:l’waod.ﬁo' the salvation of men and the :lcry

In all these matters, contenting themselves with

wﬂmﬁ'  and mot goi the
e e et ik & o

o K erect, ween

and otkers, no barrier to wnion and communion. If

THE MESSAGE OF THE DISCIPLES.

We beseech you, brethren, in l:o mans o 7:;::
Christ, that { awa r divisions, for they
ety st g ol ng Tofl g

5
walqdhrhm’::u wmind and in the
same i , that so we may hasten the coming
of the Kingdom of Ged,

This is the m of the Disciples of
Christ to the friends of Jesus scattered
throughout the various sects and denomina-
tions of Christendom. Sectism is our sad
beritage from the egmt Apostasy. Itis the
secret of the church's impotency in the pre-
sence of gigantic evils at bome, and of ber

tiful failure on the mission field, *“ Neither

these only do I pray, but for them also
that believe on me through their word ; even
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,
that they also may be in us: that the world
may belicve that thou didst send me."

yed Jesus on the night on which he was

trayed, Until we repent of our divisions,
and cease to glory in party, and begin to seek
JSinit the Kiogdom of God, all our praynnog
“ Thy Kingdom come™ must seem to G
but low mockery, There can be no
sincerity in the En r of bim who knowipgly
clings to that w icgcraaden the granting of
his petition impossible.

We submit the following :— o

(3 The present state of the church, with
its divisions, its party spirit, its party names,
its cooflicting creeds, is mot what Christ in-
tonded, and canoot be approved by him.

(3) These evils are the result of a depar-
tGuro ft'om the parity and simplicity of the

ospel,

(3) Therefore, the only permanent remedy
is to retwrn to the simple faith and practice
of the Apostolic church, throwing overboard
whatever corruptions have crept into the
church during the succeeding ages.

(¢) This accomplished, nie church can
resume its origioal voity, and, under the sole
leadersbip of Christ, go forward in its sub.
lime mission of bringing the whole earth in
subjection 1o bim.

Also the following, as a basis for union :—

@. The primitive creed—'Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the Living God."

b. The primitive ordinances—baptism and
the T.ord's Supper. .

¢. The primitive lifo—that which has Jesus
Christ for its highest example.

Scon shall the slambaring Mora awake,
From Stars of Errors freed,

When Christ the Beead of Heavea shall beeak
For Saints that ows a common Creed,

The Walls that fence his Flocks apart
Sall crack and cramble ia Decay,
Aod every Toagee sod every Heart
58all welcome ia the new-bara Day.
Theo shall his glorious Chared rojoice
His Word of Promise 10 recall—
One sheltering Fold, ooe Sbepherd's Veics,
Ose God and Fatber over all !
Dx. Hovues,

A London pntotioonce nig, “When 1 look
over my regation on a Sunday morpi
I ask m;on:rl. * Where are the y 7 mBl:xgt
wheao I see the offertory counted in the ves-
try I say,  Where are the rich 7'

<~

Poets’ Cornee,

Sovlllvclhgmdymhgg,”'..“.w

Do

You will soon =
" Ab thechatos e

11 the world’s &

Go bulld houses in f¢
Wlllltbdpmm
Onlhowhduoa...
Rllnlbﬂ.bmm
Auwmm“m el
Some forlorner brothee,

If the world's & “vale of "
Clear from cloads to fan .
Olyourghdu-lnd.;l.
Unto souls that shiver ;
Sbo'th-he'dutm -
Diends with bope's bright river,

.

S

George Muller's Experience Reps
ing Baptism,
About the beginning of A 183¢
Ml:. Mluller, of the Bristol ‘3’
when I was 25 years of
Sidmouth, Enghland. \Vh?:l was
heard three Christian woman cony
Baptism. One of them had been histes
after she became a believer.  After they b
conversed some time, they requested me is
ive my views on the subject. I repliad th
fldid not think it necessary for me 0|
baptised again, 4
tlpon this, the woman who had receatl
been baptised, asked me, “Bat :
really been baptised.
I answered, “ Yes, when 1 was an
*“ But bave you searched the scrig
this point and prayed over i?*
““ Then,” she replied, * I beg you not
of it again until you have done s0."
It pleased God toimpress me witht
ance of this remark. For just then |
the habit of exhorting many who
accept nothing as truth which could
proved from the Word of God,
standing, I often spoke against the |
of believers without having ever
the scriptures concerning it, or pral
it. I at once resolved, with the bl
to examine the subject, and in case |
find infant baptism g in the 8
tures, to defend it wirh all zeal; bu
should be forced to DS
baptism as scriptural, then to defead
the truth of God, and to be baptised
As soon as I found time, I set®
the hmiﬂtion. At first 1 p
and again that God would give me B
1ing on the subject. Then I begas

Pl
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Testament with special reference to
'”W"n'on But I bad no sooner begun
@

the ¥ ititude of objections suggested
ves (o me-

7 s and learned men are wmable fo

- point: §5 it mol mawifest, therefore,

:lh'l guestion it is impossile to come o any
s ?

“

i

{ answered, if the ordinance of
?  is revealed in 125 Word o({ God,
not 1 be enlighten in regard to it ?
Holy Spinit as Teacher, in the
Chnst, as he did anciently,
few of my [riends have beem baptised.
‘z_ are opposed to believers' baptism, and

1

g

sgainst we.

forsake me, but oaly the Lord ac-
I may well be satisfied.

certainly lose half my income.

1 am willing to serve the Lord
e will not suffer me to want any

£ %
£y

;
Er

b
T

i1
poti

will call me a Baptist, and I canmot

% the Baptists in everylhing.
Bt | can be {:Aptised. and ;Q\'II not neces-
iy go with the Baptists in everything.
I have bun a preacher many years, and
ﬁm fo confess publicly that I have been in
ervr of T accapt believers’ baplism,
But it it not far b‘::“" to confess ;bn 1
been in error U to remain in it
h:..su- if beliceers’ boptisms is vight, it is too The 'l‘cberxé;ﬂohcru} Kiog Street,
Lts wow 4o swbmit Lo it. I ought fo have been stians' Chapel, Argyle Street, Sth. Dunedin.
baplissd as s00% a3 God gave me faith, Oddfellows’ Hall, Roslyn.
Better would it be to follow tbe command LORD'S DAY MORNING at 11 o'clock. At this hour we meet for worship in conformity
of Jesus now than to persevere longer in the with the practice of the early church, (See Acts 20:7,) All immersed believers,
of it. whether in membership with us or not, will be cordially welcomed to *“break bread™ at
soon as | reached this state of mind 1 the Lord's table.
saw in the Scriptures that none but believers LORD'S DAY SCHOOL at 2.45 p.m. The teachers endeavor to train the children in the
should be baptised, and that immersion is nurture and admooition of the Lord. The Superintendant (Mr. James Lowe) will very
the caly true baptism. The passages which heartily welcome any children who may not be attending any otber school.
convinced me of the former were Acts BIBLE CLASS at jo'clock. This class is held in the Lecture Hall behind the Taberpacle,
§: 36-38—the baptist of the cunuch. The and is taught by Mr. Watt, who will gladly welcome any who desire furtber knowledge
which made clear the [atter was of the Word.
8 : 3-5—* Buried with him by bap- GOSPEL MEETING at 6.30 p.m. At this meeting our desire is to bring the unsaved to
tism.” Sboctly afterwards I was baptised, Christ, and for this purpose we preach * the gospel of the grace of God.
I was greatly blessed in the ordinance, and 1 We have 5o wish to bein stoh teachers noe to human systems.  This would, probably, be more
bave never for ome moment regretted the succesafel, numerically, bat wosld be seither satisfying to men mor glorifying to God.
N.B.—The Superintesdast of the South Danedia Sunday School is Mr Charles Whatsca. The preachers on
% closing, permit me to say a few Sunday evenicg are Mesars. T. H. and S. J. Mathisoa.
words in regard to the difficulties which in
q'"“‘*‘l ’;‘-‘o';"’d to me to surround the bap- < Halting Between Two Opinions. 5.dHe preserves our health and leogtbens
t. Itis my firm conviction that of all the Joux L. Stins. oot 4

e revealed s tha Fioly Scriptures none __*How loog balt ye between two opinions? i e of iy et of

i clearer than the truth in regard to baptism If the Lord be God, follow bim; butif Baal,  geqih, we need fear no evil, for his rod and

—mm by faith not cxccptcd: and then follow him. g Kiﬂg. 18 : 21, bis O(aﬂ'lhoy will comfort us.

that this truth is obscured solely because in-  And we may just as well ask, Why halt He aives us lfe after death. “And if

ﬂ:}m not willing to let the Bible alone between two oplnions? 1f it be better (o fol. Chdit B roe thaan ' then by’ oor’ piciichl
the question. low Christ, then follow him ; if not, thea fol- Sl ¢ falth is/also vain p;’ =

2. Not oce of my real friends in the Lord low the ways of the world. we ard fouﬁahlu witnesses of God g
Bas, as | feared, turned against me. On the  There are maoy reasons why we should G :
comtrary, most of them have since been bap- accept Cbrist, and nooe why we should reject 8. He gives us the Holy Spirit, the fruit

tised themsel bim. of which is love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
b mwg;ﬁ' have lost worldly goods by 1. God so loved us that be gave his ooly gentleness, good;:m, T:i‘ , mcekoess and
besng baptised, still the Lord has richly com- Soa for us, temperance.

pensated me z 2. Jesus so loved us tbat be died for us. 9. He strengthens us in all our efforts to
Figally, m{;r let;ix::o;l‘e bas led many to Greatjﬂ love hath no man than this, that he o i°°d “Lo I am with you always, even
ine the question of baptism, who, as a lay down his life for his {riends, to the end of the world.

b of their examination, bave been bap- 3. He makes us better neighbors and bet. These are a fow of many reasons why we
tised og the profession of their faith in the ter citizens. 1f all would ollow his teach- should accept Christ. Who can give sme good
Locd Jesus. - As this truth was made clear  ings there would be nothing that would not reason why we should not accept him. If
10 me from the Word of God, 1 felt it my be pure and boly. the sceptic can point out ooe family that has
duty to o0 this as on the other truths 4. He makes us true friends. No true lived and died happy by rejecting Christ, the
of the m; and in the 23 years of my Christian is envious, jealous, spiteful, casily Christian can point out ewe Aundred that bave
in Bristol, more than 1000 believers  offended, slanderous, or anything that would lived and died wg«cmly happy in a Saviour's

Ame5g us bave been baptised. mar friendsbip. love,~Christian Standard,

;
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The Present Unrest.

There are days in which the religious world
is strangely troubled. And though this
trouble may not be evident to those whose
eyes do not travel beyond the quiet seclusion
of their own particular Bethel, it is none the
less a fact that those, whose vision takes in
the wider survey of the great religious world
see unmistakeable signs indicative of a com-
iog upbeaval. And those who see these
things coming are pot dismayed. On the
contrary, the present unrest with the inevit-
able that must follow, is, to them, but the
prelude to a better state of things consequent
upon the removal of certain evils, which
now, and for centuries past, bave crippled
the power of Christianity. Christianity is
always, 50 to speak, in the crucible. Yester-
day it was the crucible of science,—to-day,
Christianity, or that which passes for it, is
being tested from within. From the first, it
bas lost nothing that properly belonged to it,
bat, from the second, it is hoped and expected
that moch of the human dross which has
beea incorporated into it during the ages will
be elimipated from it. This testing period
which bas now begun will, in all probability,
be a time of disquiet to those who love to
take their ease in Zion, and who above all
things desire peace, even though thereby the
truth be hidden or obscured.

It is not without cause that such books as
Sbeldon’s “In His Steps" bave produced so
profound a seosation through the civilized
world. For however extreme we may regard
some of the positions taken, there is 50 much
of absolute truth in them, that we are com-
pelled to ackoowledge that between the

theory and practice of Christianity there is a
wide divergence. The divine ideal is far
from being the human ideal—for the Church
of Jesus Christ, so fair and beautiful in its
initial conception, has become, through
buman perversity, a blurred indistinct vision.
Wae say these thiogs, not because we do not
recoguise the power of modern Christianity,
for we do. With all its faults, modern Chris-
tianity is the mightiest force for good on
earth. It is because we desire to see that
power for good exerted to its fullest extent
that we put forth the plea that it should be
unfettered by errors of doctrine and practice.
This is a thoughbt that is not peculiar to our-
selves. It is one that some of the best and
most thoughtful writers of our generation
have frequently given expression to. The
latest utterance on the subject is from the
pen of Marie Corelli, in * The Master Chris-
tian."” This book, with all its faults and lop-
sided philosophy, is, nevertheless a powerful
indictment against some forms of modem
Christianity, W. T. Stead, referring to this
work in the current number of the Review of
Reviews says:—"“The British public, it is
evident, in the last year of the npinetecenth
century prefers to take its theology served up
with a sauce of fiction. The amalgam may
not commend itself to a literary judgment,
but the critics are out of court. Their judg-
ment may be quite sound, and the book may
perish and be forgotten as unworthy to live;
but its temporary and its immediate popularity
is the conclusive answer to those who con-
demn it as unreadable. If 100,000 men and
women of the English-speaking world find it
in their bearts to pay 6/- for Marle Corelli's
sermon, that conclusively disposes of the
allegation that it is unreadable.” In all
probability, all those who buy the book will
read, not the whole of it perhaps, but enough
to find out its main line of thought, It may
therefore be expected to produce a somewbat
powerful impression upon the minds of the
Eoglish-reading community, This impres-
sion will be one of increased hostility to the
Romish Church, and, with some may create

;“ prejudice against churches in any shape or
m.
Ever since Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote

*Uncle Tom's Cabin,” it has been felt that
fiction may be used as a powerful lever in
overthrowing existiog abuses. Other success.
ful instances of fiction written * with a pur-
pose,” have gone to confirm this idea. It
may, therefore, be assumed that though the
Romish Church bas not beea overthrown, it
must bave sustained some serious damage
from the recent works of fiction directed
agaiost it. Powerful writers like Mrs. Hum-
pbrey Ward, Joseph Hocking, and Marie
Corelli, do not, as a rule, write in vain, As
& direct and immediate result, the awakening

"Nag,,',}

of Protestant Eonglang ~.
looked for, and perhapg 4 Co
given to those in these h:?‘! ",
safe thing to subsidige who |
schools taught by R Romgy
One of the sketches drawg Cathoy,
is that of a typical priess. g’.‘u ir
acters in ber story is 5 :
picture uliric:lg la u“““"ﬁl’
Christ." It is thag descri
brows—a sensual, erye] mog
projecting unde(.uH’u M"ﬁ/
be furtively watching eqcly other )
thin bridge of nose—g reced; o
BATTOW cranium, combined :
sion which wag bypocduqn’ :

sly. This was the type Angela
chosen to delineats, Sparing negs

ing no lipe, and inlmﬂod.‘ “
point—a type mercilessly tru, .- iy
face of a priest—« A Setvant of Car
she called him. The title usited |
wicked and repulsive coun y
ribly significant suggestion”
braided for selecting such an ovil
priest, she declares * there is 10 a1
choice. These faces are ordisary
our priests. At all the $
after Sunday, I bave looked for 3 =
face in vain ! for an even comme  bee
face—in vain!" How far thhn’
exaggeration, we caooot say. It fg
enough, however, that we do not ¢
g0 to the pages of fiction to learn
ordinary ecclesiastic of  Roman
countries is not by any means & k
man. Their best e
engaged in the attempt of con
land. Such pictures as are givea
and kindred works, show us to w
pure system like that of Christianits
prostituted. They show us the infs
ger of grafting on to the divioe
which is purely buman in concept
The writer of “The Master Ch
more successful in poioting out the
modern Christianity as shown &
larly in the Romish Church and |
pal High Church, than she is in
remedies for their eradication and
cording to her ideas, it would be &GS
gain to the world at large if all the A
at present in existence ceased to bi 88
their place were raised what she is
call a *“ Church of Praise.” As
she is successful enough in P
but, as a restorer, she shows pre
ance of the art of buildiog up.
very fine conception of the €
acter of the Saviour and Of BELE
mission, but is completely at sea 1
tempts to formulate bow that MEEA
be rendered effective, When S06 80
of ber characters say that ' CRfSE:
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w ghe shows ber inability to ap-
0 one of the vital and fundamental
"”‘an'sdln“!- If be did pot come to
B'."":am.,, what did be come for 7 If
% means a people “ called out," was
s (e object of bis coming to bring a
9ot \0 bimself that they might form the
#ol which be is the bead? It would
"ﬁ"m more to the parpose, if, in showing
b into which the modern church had

rhguhd attempted to direct it to the

peciect model of the New Testament. What -

was, is not a matter of conjecture,
n—:“m a matter of discussion. The
ip of the day is not divided as to
character and coostitution of the apostolic
:"_ Strip all the churches of that which
s eatraneous o the teaching and practice of
Christianity, and completely restore
jts essential parts—then we will bave at once
» ssited church—infinitely powerful. It will
be a chorch of praise, not because it ignores
divize anthority, bat because it is framed in
parmony with it. The great need of the
church to-day is a complete return to Chris.
tasity a5 it was at the first. It is the hope
that this great truth may dawn wpon the
“world that causes us to view the present un.
pest without any fear as to the results, In-
deed, there should be no rest until the last
ng of sacerdotalism and priestly assumption
' has been utterly destroyed. With these gone
thers will be abundant space for the glorious
development of the beautiful simplicity of the
fair Church of Christ.

— -

Editorial Notes.

"1 bedamentas, Uity s In Libeet
Hnmt i In incidentals, Y

all

The Wonderland of the South.

New Zealand is destined in the providence
of God to occupy a prominent position and
Saeccise an immense influcoce in the future
of the southern hemisphere, Whetber she
‘.llﬁnndy form one of the sisterhood of
Males fn the Australasian Commonwealth, or
Whether she will become a leading partner in
e of South Sea Islands distinct
fiom that of Australia, sbe must in either
e ever be ooe of the brightest jewels in
tBe crown—one of the most prosper-
S48 partions of the British Empire. With an
N4 ooe fifih larger than that of Great

a climate unsurpassed for salubrity,

A well-watered and fertile territory untouched
t, and with practically limitless
::llm«meu at ber disposal, New Zea-
Bust o time be occupied by tens of
%dm The country is not less
w““hﬂlﬂiﬁmoﬂu scepery and
bt oatory) advaotages than for the pro-
Btssive of its people. The first

2

.

province in Australasia to grant womanhood
suffrage, it is in other directions becoming the
p_looe« of advanced legislation. Its arbitra-
tion bill for the settlement of labor difficulties
and its pensions for all its aged colonists are
ltracting the attention of the world’s poli-
ticians, while its temperance legislation is far
in advance of that of the otber Australasian
provinces. Conservative thinkers may regard
the politics of New Zealand as experimental

rather than sound, but all must recognise its”

decided progress and amazing vitality.

Primitive Christianity in New Zealand.
There are in New Zealand some forty-four
churches pleading for primitive Christianity,
of which nine meet in private houses, thir.
teen in public balls or schools, and twenty-
two in church buildings of their own. The
total membership is probably less than three
thousand, with but eight or nine evaogelists
devoted to the mipistry of the word in the
whole of that large and rapidly developing
country. Compared with other religious
bodies, they have doubtless made very fair
progress, but in view of the importance of
the plea presented the advance bas bardly
been satisfactory. Now is the time for a
forward movement. Every real convert
made now will tell effectually on coming gen-
erations. If we are to become a power for
good in the future of thess young states we
must gain a firm footing in the days of their
youth and grow with their growth. The
young twig of natiopality can be more readily
besot in the direction of righteousness than
the full.grown tree. What is required in
N.Z., and in each of the Southern provinces
is & keener realisation of the importance of
seizing the present opportunities, togetber
with an iocrease of missiopary zeal. We
must be more decidedly aggressive. This
means mooey and labor and self-sacrifice,
but all these are fully justified by the import-
ance of the issues at stake. The plea we
present for a reproduction of the primitive
faith and practice can only be successful
when accompanied by a reproduction of the
primitive zeal. We need in New Zealand
several more able men devoting their life's
energies to tbe work of the gospel, and we
peed also more of the spirit which character-
ised the Jerusalem disciples, who when they
were scattered abroad went everywhere
preaching the word, Some of us are gianis
in doctrive, but pigmies in zeal. Let our
soundness of doctrine be energised by the
spirituality and ressiveness of apostolic
briniloi’cy. and the united forces of the
world, the flesh, and the devil, sball prove
werless to stay the onward progress of the
aviour's cause. Could pot a united effort be
made by the forty-four churcbes in the early
months of the comiog century to bring the
ancient more prominently before the
public of New Zealand? :

Larrikinism,

The word * larrikinism ™ conveys expres-
sively to an Australian's ears one of the
growing evils of our city life. No thoughtful
mau can walk down our streets at night
without being impressed with the dangers
arising from the numbers of youths of both
sexes perambulating the paths and engaged
in such “larking " as, in the pronounciation
of an Irish policeman, is said to bave origin-
ated the term “larrikin.” Many of these
are children who ought to be sound asleep in
bed. OQur own coaviction is that upon the
parents rests the chief responsibility of the
existence of this evil. The fatber who allows
his children to be out on the streets of an
evening, unattended, is providing them an
education from which they may reasonably
be expected to graduate in immorality and
crime. We feel we bhave no language at
command strong enough to denounce in
appropriate terms the crirhinal negligence of
otherwise respectable parents. No Christian
mother who lets her little boy or girl in the
street of an evening is blameless in the sight
of God. She is training ber child in the
service of the devil, where it will bave a per-
manent situation, Our children are com-
mitted to our care, and we must answer for
their spiritual and moral welfare at the bar of
the Almighty. We must make our homes
attractive and show our loving interest in
their welfare. And this may be done while
they are little, In most cases we have settled
the matter of our control over them or other-
wise before they are ten years of age, If we
peglect them to attend to lodges, concerts, or
even prayer-mostings, we shall be held re-
sponsible for such neglect, To *train up a
child in the way he shéuld go," does not
mean that we are to allow him to wander
where he will and to seek such society as he
chooses so long as he does not bother us. It
would be better to let our children be pois-
oned by serpents than to allow their minds to
be poisoned by street companions.

Temperance Legislation.

The Commonwealth Parliament will bave
committed to its charge many of the questions
which up to the presest have occupled so
much of the time and attention of the provin.
cial parliaments. Such barning questions as
free trade and protection will po longer be
discussed by the state Jegislatures, and this
will give them time to deal with important
issues that have so persistently been shunted
in the past. Foremost among these is the
temperance question, which must now come
to the front. It behoves electors at the next
state elections to devote special attention to
the candidates' views on the liguor traffic,
Each state has full power to legislate in this
matter, and if the temperance party is wide
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awake a forward step may soon be taken. As
we see the immense advance made by temper-
ance reformers in other parts of the world we
are encouraged to hope for substantial pro-
gress in our own country. A short time ago
a plebiscite was taken in Canada, and all the
provinces except Quebec gave overwbelming
majorities for prohibition. As Quebec, which
is a Roman Catholic province, voted against
prohibition by direction of the priests, nothing
was done at the time, but since then the
states desiring prohibition are getting it, and
soon the greater portion of British North
America will probibit the manufacture, sale
and importation of intoxicants, In New Zea-
land also every election shows a decided
advance, Prohibition is now the law in one
district, and majorities voted for it in several
others at last election, but a three-fifths
majority is required to make it effective. As
the law stands, 200 people can overrule of
299, but even with this immense disadvantage
prohibition is within sight in that country.
The people of Canada and New Zealand are
of the same stock as those of Australia and
what is done there will be done bhere when
the religious and temperance sentiment is
once aroused, :

A Scriptural View of Christian
Union.

BY A. 5. JOHNSON,

tion of the world is one billion

un millions. There are, represent-

shades of opinions, four hundred mil-
w‘;b:‘rnﬁ-to be Christians. In view

he to be done, is not sectarianism

ok St ” CIE 1 gy trae

there is el 50 (45 true

in division there is m.lmo:cq L{t the

giziy

]
;
]
:
=
]

ht all thi i
Chrm,m mwm : h::‘m. and wbic‘g
3 in him (Epb. 1: g, 10)."

to maka in himself of twain one new man, so
making peace; that he might reconcile both
unto God in one body by the cross, hav!ng
slain the enmity thereby (Eph. 3: 15, 16).

5. He is the head of the *ome body™': ' And
he is the head of the body, the church : who
ia the beginning, the first born from the
dead ; that in all things he might have the
pre-eminence (Col. 1: 18)."

6. He is the Saviour of ome bedy : ** Christ is
the head of the church, and he is the Saviour
of the bedy (Eph. 5: 23)."

. The agudk deseription of the wnity of the
c&u’nﬁ: 4 ndcamdné to l:{ep the uni{y of
the spirit in the bond of peace; there is one
body, and one spirit, even as ye are called in
the{ope of your calling ; one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who
is above all, and through all, and in all (Eph,
4: 36)."

“ For as the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that one
bodﬂ‘bein many, are one body so also is
Christ, for% one Spirit are we all baptised
into one y, whether we be Jews or. Gen-
tiles, whether we be bond or free; and have
been all made to drink into one Spirit, for the
body is pot one member but many (x Cor.
12: 12-14)."

“ But ing the truth in love, grow up
into him in all things, which is the head,
even Christ; from whom the whole body
fitly joined together and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according to
the effectual working in the measure of
every part, making rease of the body
unto the edifying of itself in love (Eph. 4:
15, 16)." *“For we are members of his
body, of his flesh, of his bones (Eph. 5:
30)." “ Now the God of patience and con-

jon grant you to be like minded one
toward another, according to Jesus Christ;
that may with one mind and one mouth
ify God, even the Father of our Lord
esus Christ (Rom. 15: 5, 6)." * Be of the
same mind one toward another (Rom. 12: 16)."”

“ Now therefore ye are no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the
saints the household of God; and are
built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
corner stone ; in whom all the building fitly
framed together groweth unto a holy temple
in the Lord; in whom ye also are builded
together for an babitation of God through the
Spirit (Eph. 2 : 19-22)."

6;. We have the mind of Christ (x Cor. 2:
x .“

8. Divisions are condemmed: * Is Christ
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? or
were ye baptised in the name of Faul? (1
Cor. 11 : 18-19)."

““Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them

which cause divisions and offences contrary
to the doctrine which ye have learned ; and
avoid them (Rom. 16 ; 17)."
. For first of all, when ye come together
in the church, I hear that there be divisions
among you, and I partly believe it, for there
must be also her among you, that they
which are approved may be made manifest
among you (r Cor. 11 : 18-19)."

** For where envying and strife is, there is
confusion and every ovil work ({n. 3:16)."
* Now 1 beseech you, brethren, by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak

“Are you willing to

the same thing, and
among you; but tmth;:lb
together in the same ming
Judgment (r Cor. 1 ; 10)."
9. The pecpls of God

out of Blbjféf "-1“ ud:::’..g,- b1y o
—*! comfusions™ : “ For God ig oy
of confusion, but of -
churches of the saints il Cor.l.‘-h

“ Be yo not up:
b e ﬂ".m?m.g

teousness with unrigh .y
communion hath light ad o
what concord hath cm

infidel? And what .ﬁ.w W
i .f'h- -

temp:o o‘l (i‘;od with
temple of the Livin oy
said, T will dwell in thsm oo o5
and I will be their God, and m;'l
p};ﬂﬂk- d\l‘:wmforo come ot fre
them, an e se 1 0
touch not t{e unmdmg‘g;uhly
receive you, and will be a fathe
the Almighty (2 Cor. 6+
l8:§’.5),"bdghy( 6 1418;
“ Nevert ess, wm‘o e -
nttn.ine:; let us walk by ¢ e Bave s
mind the same thi Ly
“ Christ also l':vged( the &u:%
himself for it; that he might
cleanse it with the washing of
word, that he might present it
glorious church, not having spot,
or any such thing; but it
holy and without blemish “('Ek,h_ :
melusion : Will you P
that for which Jesus worked :
0 to stand, with the apes
Why not begin to-day? A

God is Judge, and God & King.

Thine eyes O Lord upon medook,
My secret thoughts are in thy book;
Yea, while I preach and while I sing,
Andmymy-ypnhud‘ 3
1 am aware as self I scan =
Thulho-doamu-l..
For thon art God—and 1 am mas.

Within the soul there isa well,
The hidden springs 0o mas can te
But he who bailt ies lofty wally,
And measured out its secret Balls.
And ruled and lined its plain s vest
To hold within its ample grasp
The ages comisg, presest, past. -

To gather in its spacioes stofs,
Heaveo, earth, and whatsoeves
Has been, o¢ I3, or yet 10 cont
And time shall reach its (s
And stop at last, a8 ali bere &
And the world's great axis
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" Children’s Page.

/;’a—'ﬂb For a Sixpence.

NE cold and
wet night 1
was walkiog
along the
streets  of
LGdon with
a despondip

friend, trying tg

cheer him, and

longini to‘ see a

a spark of b

kindled in og::

heart. Io our walk we arrived
at Victoria Station. \While
talkio toselber. a little child

forward and said, ** Any lights, sir ?”

% No, Topsy,” 1 replied, 1 don't want
any; | don't smoke."”

w0, but pleass, sir, do buy a box!" she

ed, in a pleading tone.

#No, po; run away, Topsy," I continued,
w | have no use for lights,”

Bat still sbe persisted. At last, seeing
per earnestoess, I asked her what she did all
diy, and at what time she was goiog home,
fac it was then past 10 o'clock.

*0," she replied, I go to school in the
day, and after four o'clock I come out here,”

* Bat why do not {out father and mother
take care of yoa 7' | asked.

“ Pather has ran away, and mothsr is ill

* And what do you come ont here for 7"

“l come and stay here till I hay: taken
sixpence.”

- ,Bcl you don't a'ways take sixpen:e, do

“ Yes, I do, sir."
“Well, bow muach bave you keow ?"
seemed inclied not to Jet me know,
but I said, “ Come, Topsy, you must tell me
all aboat it."
S5, balf afraid, she drew sam= coppss
a pocket in her cotton dress and counted
at threepence-halfpenny.
“Well, now, you will never get sixsen e tos
Nh'-.. 1 said.
*0, yes, sir,” she answered, 1 shall! I
Always take home sixpence.”
“Now, Topsy, tell me what makes you
#ce of getting sixpence.”
Or gome time she would not answer, but
Alter a listle pressing she said, * Isscause, be-
¢ 1 come out I koeel down by mother’s
bed and say the Lord's Prayer; and mother
4y5 our Father will help me to get six yence,
d He always does,”
l“‘0. bat I thooght you siid your father
“Doge I
umbhtzoo koow, sir,” she simply aiked,
Wi we have a Father in beaven 1"
k“yﬂi but you don't mean to siy he
o You aboat the sixpance 2
N Yes, he does, sir; an) he will seod me
“’..'Ct."
Well, if 1 were 10 give you (wo-peace
wive What would ysu do?”
beca by sir, I would rin home to motber,
foen ¢ My Father bad given me all I asked

;

Itis peedless to say that the two-pence
halfpenny was speedily produced, and suit-
ably _ackn_owledg:d by the little one, who
merril tripped home, 1 turned to my Iriend,
who all this time bad stood by witbout say-
ing a word; our gl!nnce: met, and my only
remark was:—* There, H——| you have
got your lesson, We henceforth separated
—1 to my bachelor chambers, he to be led
into hope and brightoess by the faith of a
litthe child.—Fokn Shrimpton, (u the Christian.
o

The Hospital Collectron.
BY MARY A LATHOURY
* Where ase you going, sy little maid 1™
“I'm golag ¢'ecting. sir,” she said ;
¥ But not for me," abs added ; * it's all
For the poor sick fulks in the hospital ™

I followed bar down the garden walk :
1 saw her amile, and 1 heard her talk

i

AR
ARRARRARRAR AR AR AR AR AR AR AR AR

" Pansles, have you some seeds Lo spare
Thanks! How happy and good you are ™

* Poppy. your box is fall, T see,—~
Pleaty for you and enough for me.

“ And ob, you 'Stertiums | Sare’s [ live, )
You've two —three—four—saves seeds 10 give!

* No seeds in your pockets, O Flear-de-lis ?
Why shoald you bide them, dear, from me?

* Sweet Peas, you darlings, yom never hide ;
Yeou carry your pockets of peas cotside.

* Next May 1 will scatter them bhere and there
And hit-or-miss in my garden square ;

“ And after a while the flowers will call:
* We're ready 10 go to the hospital '

Why is there never any such thing as one

whole day ?

Because every cay begins b, breaking,

s

- —_
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Helpful.

The Help That Came Too Late.

An American art student died not long ago
in Paris of starvation, and some three weeks
later be was being advertised for by a firm of
London solicitors, as an uncle had recently
died in Illinois bequeathing him a property
worth two bundred thousand dollars. He
died after baving applied vainly several times
to his uncle, whose belated inberitance came
too late. I{ow often it is that our belp is
dolx:d too long to be of service. There is
an proverb which nr: “*“* He who helps

ckly belps twice.”" It is the friend “'in
" peed"” who is ** the friend indeed." Do not
put off until to-morrow an opportunity to say
the kind word or to stretch out the band of
help to the man within your reach. “To-day
is the day of salvation,” is a proverb as true
in “G;d rJauon to our fellows as in our relation
'o .

A Priceless Gift,

Among the jewel collection of the Dowager
Empress of Russia is an egg that commemor-
gtes a family storm and a royal problem.
Nicolas II. present Czar, when a boy,
bad, as all the world knew, & most irrational
and vehem;zt' love affair. Society wlu
shocked, and his royal parents were great
distressed. Nicolas was burried] uoyt
around the world to complete bis education
and time and absence bt a satisfactory
grieved . .:h m’n‘t’i: - t;:: f: mpu:u

greatly over the separa om ber
sop, and on Eute: of that year the Czar
gave her an egg, inside of which was a model
of the ship in which ber rebellious son was
sailing away from bis entanglement. A gold-
smith of famous skill bad spent ten months
makiog the ship, which was of solid gold,
mounted on & beryl stone, and was complete
and accurate in every detail, down to the
smallest cable, This is certainly a very
interesting souvenir, but every sincere Chris.
tian who remains faithful to the end is to
receive a souvenir far more interesting than
that. It is described in the book of Revela-
tions, where it is promised * To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the bidden
manoa and will give him a white stope, and
in the stone a new pame written, which no
man knoweth saviog he that receiveth it,"”

A lumberman recently talking about raft.
ing says that a log jam is ope of the
most idable ems to be encountered
in bis line of . The breakiog of a
tn is & very delicate operation and seems to

largely a matter of instinct with old river
men. ‘l{oliwmd les of strain in such
abhehdomnooomg ted that the best
in the world is apt to go wroog in

io the proper point attack. A
veteran berman, on the contrary, will
often take ;‘ lool:‘ at lh‘;‘h m:u g‘dhtb:n
t out the A e key the
tpi:‘znber on which the strain centers, and when
it is blown out or pried out, the pack in al.
most every instance, will break up of itself.
We see sometbing like that in buman life.
How often a family is beld together by one

. The father or mother or one of the
anger folks is the “key log," and when
death or misfortune pries them out the family
all goes to pieces. The same thing often
happens in church life. It is better to centre
our bopes on [esus Christ and concentrate
all our force about him, for be shall never be

dislodged.
Responsible for His Work.

When the police in Denmark find a man
belplessly drunk in the streets they drive the
patient in a cab to the station, where he
sobers off ; then they take him home. The
cabman makes his charge, the police doctor
makes his, the agents make their claim for
special duty, and this bill is presented to the
landlord of the establishment where the
drunkard took the last glass that did the
business. In God's book the man who gave
him the first glass will be held responsible as
well as the man who gave him the last, Very
beart-searching is that word that declares
“ Cursed is he who putteth the bottle to bis
peighbor's lips and maketh him drunken
also.” And that surely will apply not only
to the man who sells liquor over the bar, but
tobtl:o one who offers it to anotber at his
table.

“The Church:”
How Do Men Get Into Christ?
By M. B, Ryax.

[’ HE Church sus-
' tains such a relation-
ship to Christ that
the richest blessings
are assured to those
who kre in it. The
way into it is, there-
fore, a matter of
first importance.
Certain things must
be evideot in the

— outset.
First, a man is oot in the church by
patural birth., If a birth of the flesh brings
men into the church, then the church and
the world of mankind are co-extensive. But
the essential idea of the church is that it has
been “called out ™ from tbe world,

Second, men are not brought into the
church unconsciously. If the church is “the
called out,” then the call must have been
beard and accepted. Those who compose
the church bave come into it voluntarily.

The cooditions of membership in the
church are plainly stated in the New Testa-

ment.

1. The call.—Christ sends his message to
men. The gospel is bis good news of salva-
tion. This is the instrumentality by which
meln‘;te moved (1:03;] :’o Chbrnist, With-
out that message they not come to him.
This is the CIﬁ. It is sent to every man.
It summons men forth to Christ, It is the
first requisite to the existence of the church.
Through this God teaches men. By this he
draws them to Christ.

2. The acceptance of the call.—* Every

xw' o

one that hath heard. x
,bnh ilelrned, Q:O:‘i: ‘::'.: .
earning, coming ; !
be taken, e L ""
The message - Ny 8
Christ must b':u hhl b
The sioner must h"‘ﬁ;.. f

The name of %‘“‘h 2N
The believer mugt pe = b8 cong

name of the Father,
CONSIDER THE rox,s.?’m“: oy
“ Go ye into all the world
gospel to the whole pessy) —y
believeth and is datized shall b:“.'-t e
that disbelieveth shall be cande '™
16: 15-16). “The word fs pigt
mouth, and in thy heary: "'::t'
faith which we preach ; 'bee. 1
confess with thy mouth l“‘ﬂﬂl :
;llnltﬁbelks: in'thine heart thay A0t
m from the dead ;
with the heart man bers ik by
ness, and with the mouth confa
unto salvation, . How, 15
call oa him in whom they haye
and bow shall they believe in &
they have not heard ?* (Rom, ¢
“ Repentance and remission of
preached in his name among alf
gioning from Jerusalem ™ (Lu
“ Repent ye, and be Baptized ove
you in the name of Jesus Chrigt
mission of your sins, and e
gift of the Holy Spirit” (Aetsa:
iam yeé%nou? thatall we who were Iy
nto Christ Jesus were baptized in
death 7. We were buried thare =
baptism into death ; that like a3 Chris
raised from the dead th the gloey ¢
Father, so we also might walk in s
life " (Rom. 6 : 3-4).
The words placed in italics in the

passages g
AID US TO KEEP nﬂ

of the steps that must be taken fn.
to Christ. Not only can we ses
be done, but we see, also, the
which the steps are takea, T
of the Word is the first thiog.
comes next, followed b :
ance, a turning aws sio, with & @
fession of the Lord Jesus, follow be

Baptism comes as the climax {a
of turning to Christ. It stands
which divides the old from the
there is transition; men Are
Christ. As i]n his deltb.“lll
resurrection, Jesus > !
bumiliation into bis glorified state, 80
death to sin, which takes pIace SEEClg
bas truly turped from it, and in tbe B
and resarrection which take placeSEPEE

there is a transition out :‘l"

Christ ; oat of the kin :
the kiogdom of God's '
who has, in sincerity, :
lieved in Jesus as the
turned away from

world, confessed Jesus 8
obeyed him in baptism
the call and come out.
the * called out.” He
He now walks, not as of 0% Tl
gence or in careless e

N " \“‘] { ..
of life. il "wﬂ |

What is so

N -

b oh o
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3 is taught with equal clear.
i etion with the bigures by which
‘dl'd' is represented.  The church is a
sBing: Then there are certain things

THE FOUNDATION MUST BE LAID
P can build upon it. The material
pelore S°0 before it can be built upoa
. There is an act of building
the material is transferred into the
sroctore. These are all necessary thiogs in

"dtf m we ﬁod lhem in thﬁ con-
! ’ ulth?
. W ‘Mch

postle Peter calls the people of God
.::*Aitul bouse " (1 Pet. 2: 5). Peter
gba;r{ maﬁstcr buill‘deu. 4 }::Yddid

'M} is first work on the buildin
:Min Acts 2. We find him pro-g
coeding, 45 A0 wise builder would, first, to
the tion. The foundation was
Christ must be set forth before the
This Peter did in one of the greatest
ever preached. He reminded the
his marvellous earthly life, and of
yioleot death at their bands, He asserted
esurrection, m:dr(oved it by the dis.
Jesus, including bimsell, who bad
after be rose; by tbe prophecies
Testament ; by the presence and
Holy Spirit, as manifest in the
wonders which the ple saw.
tly demonstrated the Messiah.
divinity of Jesus. This was the
reck foundation.

preaching evidently bad an effect
people. The Word of God was
jnstrument to prepare them for being
the foundation which Peter had
ask, *“Men and bretbren, what
1" They were oot yet in the
Though tbe foundation had beea
were yet to be built upon it. Itis
that they pow believed in Christ,
#ad desired to come to him. Peter's answer
the way. * Repent ye, and be bap-
every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ unto the remission of your sins."
Repestance was necessary as a further pre-
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BAPTISM WAS THE * BUILDING ™ ACT

Io which they were to be transferred into the
So we read that as many as re-
s word were baptised, “ and there
unto them in that day about
d souls.”

the church a building, and him-
builder (1 Cor. 3: g-11). How
at Corinth 7 He laid a foun-
ven Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 2 : 11).
preaching Christ (1 Cor. 2:
1-8). The Corinthians were pre-
built o the foundation, as
Acts 18 : 8. * And Crispus, the
synagogue, believed in the Lord
bouse ; and many of the Corin-
believed, and were baptised.”
g of Christ was the instrumen-
F‘epuo their hearts for Christ's

beard and believc% the nt:,in‘

. ey were made ready to bu
the foundation, They were bagdsoq
ptism was the ** buil log
_t_bcn write to them, * Ye

is the family of God. How
children of God 7 By being

FESE i
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otten of God and born in & pew birth.
What are the means?  * Of bis own will he
b:ougn us forth by the word of trutb, that
we should be a kind of first-fruits of his
creatures (Jas. 1 : 18). “ Haviog been be-
gotten again, not corruptible seed, but
of incorruptible, through the Word of God,
wb!.cb liveth and abideth " (1 Pet, 1 : 23).
“ Except a man be born of water and the
Spirit, be cannot eater the kinfdom of God"
ohn %: 5). *“For ye are all the sops of
od, through faith, in Christ Jesus. For as
mapy of {oo as were baptised into Christ did
put on Christ ™ (Gal. 3: 26-27).
In these passages
SEVERAL PACTS ARE STATED:

First, the inttmmenulité by which we are
begotten is the word of 01 Second, po
man can enter the kiogdom unless be be born
of water and the Spirit. That is, in order to
coter the family of God ooe must be born, as
well as begotten. Third, we are childrea of
God, in Christ Jesus. Fourth, we come in-
to Christ, or put on Christ, in baptism. It
is there that the transition takes place. For
this traosition faith prepares us. We are
children of God, by faith, in Christ Jesus,
The birth of water and the spirit is realized
when, through faith in Christ, upon the testi-
moany of the Spirit, we are baptized in water
ioto the name of Father, n, and Holy
Spirit. The church is Christ’'s bride-elect.
How is she espoused to bim? Paul says be
espoused the Corinthians to Christ (2 Cor.
11: 2). What did Paul do? He preached
Christ crucified, buried, and raised from the
dead (1 Cor. 15: 1-4). That won their
bearts for Christ and made them desirous of
entering into a union with bim. They heard
and believed. The usal took place in
baptism. ** Many of the Corinthians hear-
ing belicved, and were baptized" (Acts
18 ;: 8). Hearing and believing changed
their hearts. Baptism chapged their rela-
tion to Christ. enceforth they were his
and must live for him. Hence Paul was
jealous over them with a godly jealousy.
He wanted to present them asa chaste virgin
to Christ. He was afraid lest they should
be beguiled from the simplicity and the
purity that is toward Christ.

The evidence from these fAgures agrees
with that contained in the direct statements

found in the first part of this article. Men
are not in the church “nnur:‘!l{." They
are not brought in uncopsciously. They

bear God's word and voluntarily accept the
the call. They are prepared ‘for member-
ship in the church through the bearing of the
word, faith in Jesus Christ, an abandonmeat
of sin, and a confession of Christ. They
enter th: church through a baptism into the
name of Father, Sop, and Holy Spirit. They

belong, then, to *the called out.” They
live for Christ, and wait for his a ring.
It will be seen that this is a patural order of

events; that each act or step is where we
would expect to find it; that each ?dng
paturally out of the proceeding one, and pre.
pares the way for the sacceeding one.

We cannot change the order without
DISTURBING THE HARMONY OF TME EVENTS,
We cappot put hurinfmbdm the preaching
of the Word, nor believing belore bearing,
Repentance comes naturally after faith, oras
a result of it, and not prior to it, or without

it. The mouth cannot confess a faith which
does not exist in the beart. But * with the
beart man believeth unto righteousness,

with the mouth confession is made unto

salvation,” Baptism has po meaniog but as
an act of obedience and faith. It is the
fitting expression of such a faith, and sund':
oat fittingly ooly at the climax of the soul's
acceptance of Christ. Baptism, without
faith, without repentance, is meaningless,
That is not true gptinm which is adminis-
tered either to unconscions infants or un-
believing adults. That oaly is true baptism
which is an act of an intelligent faith, a formal
surrender of a ready soul to Christ. It is
the building of prepared material into the
building. It is the birth of ope to whom
life bas already been imparted. It is the
initiatory rite, introduciog the prepared and
ready candidate into the body. It is the

ublic espousal of the person whose heart

as already been won to Christ, Hencs it
is that we find these steps always given in
"ll"ti:s order ia the record of t!l:e lﬁnl;pinm:‘

ose men were guided by t it

God. They made no mistakes in method,
any more t in matter. In the Book of
Acts, in which the story of their work is
told, we bave everywhere, first, the preaching
of the Word, then the bearing and faith oa
the part of the people, followed, by their
turning away from sin, their confession of
Christ, and their baptissn isto bis name,
Never once is this method reversed. It is
the way. We can make no mistake by walk-
ing in it,

 The Healing of Naaman.

MES. ROSALIND NESBITT,
Olives, delickons fruitage,
Gold jewels all the klogs
All be'd give to heal Naaman,
AL yet no rellel it beisgs.
Israel's madd, a saptive gentle,
Wh to her mistress *
* Woald to God our prophet koew bim,
He would ease my mastee’s misd.
He, Samaria's greatest prophet,
Yes, Elisha bas the power,

B'é.'fa'ﬁ'&"a this very Loae '~

Syria's sent in,
ym:a‘b&eum'?zﬂ .
aaman, Loved commander,
od the regal gilts receive.
But the kisg
D;. Have | mlo mak:' alive,
you wish to take my kiogdom
Or with me o butlo’urlvo =

* Sead the man to me my ruler,

Quica b reached the hunble dwelliag,

Listened for the prophet’s tones.
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Church of Christ. Meetiog House, Ponsonby Road, Auckliand.
LORD'S DAY MEETINGS—1: a.m. " To Break Bread " (Acts 20:
2.45 p.m., Bible School and

; 1 Cor, 11).
nior Bible Classes,

645 p.m., To * Preach the Word,"
WEEKLY MEETINGS~Monday, 7.30 p.m., Literary Society.

Y
Wednesday, 7.30 p.m., Prayer, Praise and Bible Study.

Friday, 7.45 p.m., Sioging

FORTNIGHTLY MEETINGS—

ractice.

ursday 2 p.m., Sisters' Sewing Class.

MONTHLY MEETINGS—First Tuesday, ** Christian Standard ” Band of Hope.
Enquiries will be gladly answered by any of the Church officers, or
Tros. J. Burt, Evapgelist, 15 Paget Street, Ponsonby.

From The Field.

The ficld b the woeld.—Matthew 13: 38,

Queensland.

Gyurig —One moce added to the church by faith

and baptises last Lord's day,
Oct. 24 AH.
o—
New Zealand.

Nrrsos.—On the 26th of last moath, accompanied
by my wife, we paid a short visit to the Tadmor
church, some 45 miles distant, here we found a small
band of 15 earsest brethren. Although the weather
was much against the meetings, yet the Lord was
with us, and before leaving we had the joy of receive
ing into fellowship ten. The last Lord's Day evening
two others decided. We had a very full hoase.
Some bad come many miles. From conversation we
are sure that there are others very near the kingdom.
Although the weather was so moch agalnst us, yet wo
spent a very happy time, both with the church, and
also with Bro. and Sis. Asglesy, whose hospitality we
much enjoyed. W. T. Crarian,

KArTaxGaTA ~The church here bas beea favoured
by a visit from Geo. Manifold of Christchurch. Bro,
Manifold preached for ten nights, Incleding two
Locd's Days.  The meetings were well attended, the
rosult being oue addition by faith and obedlence, and
three restored. The last night Bro. Manifold preached
the building was packed, people having to sit round
about the platform, and some could not get im the
chapel. :

Ocl. 11, Bawin Roexas

Sourn Duxgoin.—We are plessed to report that a
young woman made the good confession last Sunday
might, Oct. 14th.

Oct. 18,

New South Wales.

Rooxwoon.—Two confessions last Lord's Day
evening, 2rst inet, L. A, Williams preached to
crowded meeting. Next Toesday, November 6th, we
intend to bold a tea and pablic meeting to open ves-
try buliding, tickets ts. each. Loeds Day School
annual picaic to be held at FairSeld, probably on
Bro. Stimson's estate.

The Lord's day school entertainment held the 220d
inst. proved a great success. The scholars acquitted
themselves well, and were assisted by x visiting sister,
Miss Hodgkisscn, to afford an agresable evening's
amusement o the audience. Bro. J. Lockley presided
asd also adjedicated in the compatitions in singing
and reciting.

THM.

victorh.

MerzoiTit—Since last report three have beea
added by falth and obedienco, oue belng a lady, the
wife of our Dro. Wyatt, who was led to the trath by
ber husband. The "otber two being brothers in the
fleah, wore brought to the light by the eflocts of var-
bous friends assisted by the preachers

Oct. 29, T. Porrex,

Doscasten —On the evening of the 18th Inst., the
brethrea besioged the home of Pro. asd Sistes
McDowell, and afier singlag and a little rice-throwing
invited the happy couple 10 the 8.8, building to cele-
brate their silver wedding by a soclal. A good pro-
gramme arranged and & happy evenlog spest, The

The Death of the Saints, g

SURREY lln.u,-s“h’ and
and 2yrd, we celebrated the g
Y St i Sl .

Ay afterncon Jas. Johnstoq o
course to the KL]&{' mn?: bl
foxes spoil the vines ™ I B ee ™
good meeting, when the 'ﬂu.::h
was provided by the ehildres b S
On Tuesday evening a teg 5O he gp
lowed by a public meeting ", ot
man, the Wﬂmmd.a‘. when

throagh a very acceptabile ~
of the meeting the m.::‘_&;
distribated inan Appropriate fee

late superintendest of the -. by By
to every mhrollh.jw P
there had been a decided jm,

especially in numbers. ’wm
—— —

South A |. i e
UsLer.—On Sunday, October ;

ars of the Park Street M
soccewfal readering of the Servica &

Pater the Fisherman, under the faade
Pettit, with Miss M. Daker a5
readings were given by Mr. H. £
by Mrs, Cheesman, My, Gracy, Mis
Messrs. Gracy and Uncle. The charch
a collection was taken up in xid of the &
Oct. 1. 3 Py

Yul.—GoodMu&.'a
to-might. Subject of Jiscourse; The '
At the close one man made the good coe
has beon a member of the Bageist Chusel
joico with him that he now sees the will

pecfectly. The meetings geserally consine
tended.

Oct. 21. W.G L
Grxsxro.~We had a good meeting
ing. Our esteemed brother Keay peesd
cellent sermon on What Mas Mest Be
Saved. At the close of the servie
were rejoiced by two—cae & maried
1he other & yousg woesas from the Sun
making their confession of faith In Cdn
Oct. 28. Saxss

Ksssoog Staxey, Noeth Ad .
business moeting Beld Oct. 15th, we =
partere from our uswal coarse of peog
ing a members’ tea to preceds the .
the desired effect of bringing a mod
ance of members together, mad coes
mecting wis charactecised with more B8
terest and enthusiasm.  Satisfactory F
read by the church, and Sunday Scheet
and the treasurer, aad vocal selecticos
ened the mecting, and it was decided
our quarterly church meetiags be

HinoxAsss, — Bro. Campbell EdS
Hawtborn charch, Victoria. r:l."'“
visit yesterday morning. We 5"
bearing an address from him, ; -
brother giving him the preference 00
to hear him.  Our hearts are clders, ¢
illness and death of ove of ear €FETE
Br. E. W. Palmer, One coaessica &5
mon last evening.

1t will cost something to be & &
eore not to be ooe,
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Chapel, South Wellington.

Here and There.

Heme 2 Betie acd there a Bitle.—~lsaiah 38 : 10
L ———— .

Brs. Ewers baptised Eve believers at Petersham last
Seadey might asd another coafessed his faith in
Christ.

The s2asal picaic of the Victerian §. S, Undon will
be beld 08 Monday, November r2th, at the Hurwood
Boye’ Home. Take trais for Surrey Hills.

The rally for the Darwood Boys Home will be heid
& the Lecture Hall, Swassto-street Chapel, Wed-
mﬂlm.wvhkbau sisters are heartily

H.G. Hurward is at prosent in Corowa, N.SW.,
Mo wme special meetings. W. S. Houchiny
Wkt Is the Fitzroy Tabernacle both morping and
last Sunday.

M. Lodbeock writes: I have perused * The
¥ith mech interest. It is calculated to do
..‘ #20uld be helpfol to saved and unsaved

P14: ]

4

N Fretracted meeting at North Melbourse, is sow
84 Bird week, and in spite of election excitement,
*w,- Seventeen decisiong to Tuesday

Poy week's Catmisrran will comtain a full report of
h“l Aasiversary held la Lygon-street,
Witk a fall-page Bashlight photograph of the
Sldorn o (he platform
&Mdlnch was i the Town Hall on
fay evening, it being the day of the church
e Y- The place was Glled with an attentive
We Al the close ooe confession
o b Cloth bound hymas books in sock,
. . o
8¢ fegs) Ve for some weeks. We have o few

B 3/, and a very few at 4J6. We
h::“&:mmdmou-dy.
whlﬁ.m o last Tuecsday, October joth,

lle of the Hawthorn church,
:’2’_“'&: they started for Brisbane, Q. We
e L, .::h happiness and great usefuloess in

—

The attenticn of the Doccas workers asd ladies Is
directed to 15e rally for the Burwood Boy's Home at
Swanston Strest, on Wedsesday, Nov. 21h,

We learn from private letter that Bro. McNee of
Dusedin, N.Z,, buried a daughter recently, aged 22
years, but we have no forther particulars. . We think
of them and Jove them as the friends of loog ago.

*Owing to Inability to obsain sufficiest speakers,
and other circumstances, tbe church &t Berwick has
decided not to hold the tea meating advertised (o take
place oa Cop Day, Gih November, Gro. Foxsrox, "

The protracted meeting at Woollahra conducted by
Bro. Walden commenced Monday, October 2304, and
will continwe untll Sunday night, November ¢th. Ser.
vices are beld every day at 3 and 8 p.m.  Atteadasce
kood. Seoday might full house. Powerful discoarses,
result must be good

Have you seen the * Relatice of Baptism to the -

Blood of Christ 7" It is one of the most powerfal
peosentations of the Relation of Daptise to Salvation
weo Bave ever scen.  We shall be most happy to send
a sample free 1o any ooe writing ws. 25 copies, 1)6:
50 copien;: 3J6: 100, 4J6. Post free.

Tho Lookost, cne of car American pepers, says :—
“F. W. Troy, the new preacher for Smyrna, and Rap-
pabaanock (Virginia) churches, has an eighleen-year.
son who is beginaing to preach.  He §s preaching at
Flatbash, New York, He receatly preached at Smyrna
for his father, and those who heard him were much
M-”

»A united conference of the churches of
Christ throughout New Zealand will be held
In the Dixon 8t. chapel, Wellingion. commenac-
Ing Dec. 3 &%, 1900, In order to mark the incom.
ing of the 20th Century. Wae are expecting a
large gathering of delegates and brethren, and
hope for much good to come out of our gather
Ing. We oxpect the Coafarence to close on or
about Jan, @nd, 1900, Any church wishing to
sond one or more delegates would confer a
favor by writing as scon as possible, so that
accommodation might be arranged for them,
Address, Frank Hales, Moller-8t. Wellington."

We are requested 1o insert the following :—"The
brethrem at Rockweod have just completed the mew
vestrion, and intend to celebratn the opening by a tea
and public meeting on Teesday, Nov. 6th. We are
making a big effoer to clear off the debt in one bit.
Several brethren gave thelr Iabar, and one provided
materal for painting  The sisters are undertaking to
provide tha tea.  We appeal to the brethren of the
different churches 1o help s in our week. We would
be thankfal for gifes either in money or in kind, and
anyone feeling in-lined 1o sead along a choque or &
ham will please sead the same to Bro. Mark Androws,
Sterekeeper, Rooknood, N S W, by whom it will be
thankfully received and duly acksowledged.”

On Tharwday, October 4th, a very plesast church
social was he'd at Woollahra. The Sanday School
teachers and Bible Class teok advantage of the occa-
slon 10 express their good wishes and hearty congrat-
ulations to Mr. and Mrs. Chapple, who had Just
reterned from their bridal toar. Miss Lawis and Miss
Hukids, on behalf of the Bible Class, peesented Mrs.
Chapple, who bad been a member of the class for
two years, with s'x silver serviette rings as 20 expres-
slon of their good wishes and kindly feefings. The
superintendant of the school, on behalf of the teachers,
presented Mr. Chapple with a beantiful clock as a
mark of their esteem and appreciation of the valuable
services be has rendered to the school as 3 teacher.
Several appropriate speeches were made, asd some
special music rendered.  Altogether a happy evening
Was speat.

The temperance demonstration at Doncaster under
the auspices of the Conference Temperance Com.-
mittee was a brilliant success.  The large Ball of the
Athenzem, which had been secured for the cocasion,
was filled with as appreciative and enthusiastic andi.
eace. The chair was takea by F. W. Greanwood,
who in & few brief sentences stated that his position
on the temperance question was no surreader and no
compromise! W C, Morro gave a pithy address,
which would carry weight with thoughttnl minds,
The mesical part of the programme was %1 usua
under the mazagement of Nat Haddow, asd was an
usqualifed success, encoces being demanded again
and again. Bro. Shain, the secretary of the com-
mittee, gave & rocitation in hs well known style, and
was also eacored, The collecticn, which amounted
10 {2 3. 53, was an indication on the part of the
nudience that they appreciated the commitice's efforts
and hope for ancther visit daring their next exmpaign. *
The party from Melbourne, which totalled 16, were
eatertained to 1ea at Bro. Greenwood's, and to supper
at Bro. Tully"s. We hope that goad will result from
this meeting. Ose thing is certala, the committes

will feal cheered and encouraged to push on in the
worek.

Church of Christ, Dixon-st., Wellington.

LORD'S DAY—
11 a.m., Worship; 3 p.m., Sunday School
and Young Men's Bible Class; 6.30
p.m., Prea'crhll’u of the Gospel.

SDAY— 2
30 p.m., Youog People's Society of Christ-
23 l‘:n Enduvcgw. X
THURSDAY—

7.3 p.m., Prayer Meetin

Fraxx s:hus. Eval;gellsl.
Moller-street. . >

New SBouth Walea Conference —R, Steer, Sec,
retary, 28 P.P?-O! « Marrickville, Sydney,
Geo. Amott, roasurer, 30 Point Pipe-
Road, Paddington.

Prioted and Poblished by the Astral
A by Publishicg (o,
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n elegant Block welnut or Eng-
l Nish quartered agk * cosas rond
rubbed setin fintsh over trabie
varnish surfoces

Cornish Tnatruction Book.
Sotd under cur personal
tren-clad warrant [or 25 years.

Compuu with steol end the

Diccasloost Neght, 6 L 8 In. Longth, 3 fL 9 in. “Wiath, 22 inches.
Pl Size, § Octaves, 14 Nocessary Slops, 122 Orchesirsl Tored Ready
(Extra Quality, Dosbie Rivetod). 2 Koo Sweils, Crand Orgas Swell,

RNXTSHED with oar Multitons mblaation Action (the
Bumber of tovo cnmbinalons belng Hilmitable, &2 numerical
rostriotions ean bo aared) The celehmoed Corulsh O
chestral Koeds oniy tsed. Mouse asd cllwsate prool; cannot
et ont of order: all pars remowable and removable, DO Cum
Beswome Uapwork | plime touch | dogble OCIAve couphers
of trppered steel ; Lhe cilmax of & series of britilash expert-
weota lu Uhe masulsctore of reed seiicos 11 would be
ensy enongh for s to Jdoscribe this brawiifnl acling &s
paving 30, 40, 50 or 100 tone vombinations, asd ns
being equal to 10 er 20 organs ecombined in onel hat na
the organ is capable of am unendieg number of tone
combinations, 1o MAne & cortale sumber would only be

o mywlify aed mislead.

89 Thin beautiful Action bas 12 Reeds, divided Into &
Completo Scta as follows :

1 Set Rownd, Pipelike  Priacipal Reeds of 24 Notes.

1 Set Silver Chime Melodia Reeds of 37 Notes,
1t Sect Gelden Chime Dispason Recds of 24 Notes.

1 Set Crystal Chime Celeste Reeds of 24 Notes,
1 Set Pleasing, Soft, Melodicus Viols Reeds of 13 Notes,

w3 122 XN ALL. )
NAMES OF STOPS: & Cooer DUmon. Y722

Celowte Forte, Vor Humansa, Fiazo, Viola cleale, Meloda,
tcm.l’noleéoup\u. o e e armuece 8 Al s - s

THE CASE s comtrected eatirely of solid Amori-

can Mack walpul of quartered cak,

—r—— UNOPOGED Y iin dried and seasoned | 14

14 oll fnichod asd hand rubbed over three coats of varubh,

The design s entisely original asd I8 extrewsely theh and

elabarsie. The top la orvhmected with ‘& soperd
|

Preaeh bovellad te miyror, 3 X 16 there are (w0
handsome shelves for Beio-a-l & has albdang  fall cover
with lork, rollers for moving. $34 In fact every modern e
ron.cﬁ. Also thal port of the case ‘z‘euy abovo
e keyboard has & masie dosk Moged at P % s O
ralse sod open A large receptacie for mesic, and wheo
s perfectly dust-prool. 1s elegance ol finish, croa-
Beatation sbd proportisas, and as & plece of handsome, ar-
tistic cabinet work, this orgas stands Yo-2ay without & rivel

NOTE We run furnish this arzen §n 5 or 6 oclaves In
NS & ither walnut or amk L parior siyle, sa Bore
with shaws. of in chapel style, comirucied gpon the ame | <
e ral neigde ss our Cathedeal Ongan, poctured asd
dewribed om poae I4.

Yooulla Bithon bn Thin rasa s 5 actaves, W euirn & actanen. K100 exirs
Srchatenl betian b Dols sane : & acturs, 41 exirac & scdarn, 13 faire.

5 his Inctodes all extrs, boxing, packing, free dedivery on board cam here, Safe wrrival ine
m T asted. Jnstrusmiest shl d ur--aluul’ on 30 Sayy tridd, No mancy required [a advande,
» 'pc We farther agree 1hat I alter une year ¢ trisd the fnsrument is mot as represcated, we
OF Tany OR M willl take it Dack, refand all money paid, also frebght charges, and add six per cent laterest.
WY iy (e apen DO YOU TAKE NO RISK IN ORDERING FROM US.

AL CSpepalD
You can day this lnstrame her
EASY PAYMENT b ..‘:“.......,.’é.u..":‘m,..'.':&“..“.:..:.:."".....‘2.!:’.."'..&.‘;‘.

quarterly, hall yearly o¢ yeoarly insinliments, the z::« of ghe lavtirument belng Increased (o
- peoportion unm.m“‘d“nuud Lhe fol payments. Il you v:ahlohz{eo -niy
¥ 1 wiher plan Lban cod e ws atl once and lot v kouw tu whst you orn do. sod we will

1oake arran@cments sccoedlagly. Bewember, our busivom s W mect ysur wishes.

~ Orders for the above may be sent through, and Catalogues °°:li
taining a full description of a lot of Organs and Pianos, and]f
information, obtained from the

AUSTRAL PUBLISHING COMPANY:
528 Elizabeth Street,xMelbourne. y
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