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Just for To-day.

Lord, foe to-morrow and its ills
1 do not peay;

Keep me, my God, from stalo of sln
Jost for today.

Lat e both diligeatly work
And daly pray ;

Let me be kind In woed and deed
Just for to-day,

Let e be slow to do my will,
Prompt to obey ;

Help me 10 moerily sy flead
Just for 10-day,

Lat me 0o wroog or idle word
Unthinkingly say ;

Set thon & seal epos my Kps
Just for to-day.

Let me in season, Loed, be grave,
1s sexsom gay:

Let me be faitbful to thy will
Just for to-day.

Lord, for to-morrow and its flls
140 not pray :

Bat keep we, guide me, love me, Locd,
Just for to-day. )

—Sunday Magarize.

They read in the book in the law of God distinctly,

and gave the and caused them to uadentand
the ~Nebemlah 8 : 3,
o
Second Prize Essay.

The Best Method of Conducting our

Morning Worship Mecting, so as to give

Liberty to the members, yet Efficiency of
Service.

R. G, CAMERON,

The question invalved in the above caption
is of great interest and importance to
churches of Christ. Tbe morning meeting
for worship is the most important of all the
meetings of the church ; and upon its proper
and successful conduct the spiritual well-
being of the body largely depends. It is
therefore of the highest importance that we

endeavor to ascertain, and adopt the
very best metbod of conducting it possible,
0 as tl: secure the best res:lu.ph"rbe
essa required to suggest and explain a
nutm which will ncnu‘(‘wo things,

1. Liberty to the members.

2. of service.

As these conditions bave not beea defined,
I take it that each writer must define them
for bimsell. By “liberty to the members "
I understand a recogaition of the right of
svery Mats member to take any leading part
the several acts of worship for which, by

5

natural endowment or alc :éreg‘ ki::wleggo
and experience he is quali ving a due
regard for the rights of oﬂ':eu. and the
orderly conduct of the meeting,
-~
In this Definition

two things are assumed. 1. That the term
*“ members ™ does not include the sisters for
obvious reasons. 2, That “liberty " is limited
to ability, for if more than that is meant,
then *“liberty " degenerates into licentious-
ness which is destructive of the second con-
dition, “ efficiency of service ™ which I define
as meaning, the orderly conduct of the
meeting, and such a performance of the
various exercises as is conductive to the edi-
fication of the church. Having thus defined
the conditions I now propose to glance at
existing methods and to cn?ire how far
they fulfil the conditicns or fail to do so.
There are, I believe, two different methods
in vogue amongst the churches in Aostral.
asia,

-
The Open Platform System.

This metbod of conducting the meeting
accords to every brother the right of leading
in any of the exercises. Every item in the
worship is thrown open for everyone witbout
regard to qoalifications, who feels so disposed
to lead in the proper place and time. Does
this method fulfil the required conditions?
That it gives liberty to the members there
can be no question. Indeed it would be
difficult to conceive of any method of con-
ducting the meetings which would give
greater liberty than that we are now consid-
ering. It is a system which imposes no
condition save that of being in fellowship.
That condition met, and there is absolutely
RO restriction to the right of the brother to
assume any function involved in the service,
Ignorance and patural incapacity are no
bar to the free exsrcise of this liberty. Cer-
tainly this metbod provides for, and secures
the first condition. But, does it secure
efficiency of service ? I think it is not more
certain that it gives unbounded liberty, than
it is that it very generally—not to say univ-
ersally—fails to give efficiency of service.
Of coarse it is conceivable that under certain
circumstances this method might give a very
bigh degree of efficiency. Given a church
composed of intelligent and well-informed
Christians and it might be a complete suc-
cess in this regard, But it must, | think, be
admitted that, generally speaking, this

-

All Men System

bas failed to give such a degree of efficiency
of service as is necessary to the edification of
the body, while it bas in many instances
been an undoubted source of weakness and
injury. For where this unrestricted liberty
exists, it unfortunately two frequently bap-
peos that the man who is least competent to
edify bis bretbren bas the most assurance of

his ability in that direction, so that we bave
sometimes been pained witnesses of the
spectacle of a self-conceited ignoramus,
baranguing the charch oo some pet fad, or
an aggressive youth assuming to teach and
admonish his elders, and otber incompetents
blundering through some other exercises of
the meesting, with the resuit that the intelli-
gent portion of the assembly bave been kept
on tenter hooks of mental torture, and in-
stead of being edified apd refresbed, have
been disappointed because the meeting bad
been spoiled for them, through the in cy
of the service rendered. And in many cases
the disappointment bas been intensified by
the knowledge that other brethren, full
qualified to edify the church but possen:s
a larger share of the grace of modug, a
arly known as “cheek,"
than some of t rethren, were kept in
the background. In one of a series of
articles on * Ministry in the church of
Christ " contributed to The Britisk Harbinger
in 1870, 3

less of the qmlit{ v
eir

.
The Late David King Wrote:
“The order inculcated by the apostie

lies equally distant from the popular ‘one
mao system' . . .. and that licentiousness
miscalled liberty—where everyone may do
everything, whether to edification or not.
In an instance or two we have beard men
boasting of their liberty, and saying to their
more sober neighbors, * Come and witness
our order,’ and we have found in their order
plenty of disorder. If the service is to com-
mence with a hymo, it must be left for any-
one to give it out who desires to do so0, The
reading of the scripture must not be com-
mitted to those who are able to read with
Eropriety. That would be taking away the
iberty of the brotherbood. The preaching
must always be left open and everyone per-
mitted to chime in, and as to teac ing, any
attempt to restrict it to those who are able
to ediry would be denounced as down-right
Y.
wxr.

Such, in the opinion of some, is
But in the opinion of all right-minded
men it is confusion. ¢ Liberty, it is called,
but if it be liberty, it is demented and in
need of a straight jacket and a passport to a
lunatic asylam, it is an ipsult to common
sense.” B, H., September 154, 1870, P, 297
-
In the Light of Our Own Expeariences

there are many Australasian brethren who
will heartily agree with the foregoing. The
present writer could cite many examples of
a ludicrous character which have come under
bis own observation, illustrative of the utter
failore of this method of conducting the
moroing meeting, to secure a reasonable
measure of “e iency of service." But
sufficient bas been said on this

int, and
the very geoeral abandonment of tgis system
by chur in which it was formerly io

vogue, shows that in actual practice it bas
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been fomd to be lacking in those clements
Gllloﬂlito tbe edification of the body of
Christ; 8od must therefore be ruled out of
of court as incompatible alike with common
sease and the well-being of tbe church.

-

The Closs Platform or Plan System.

This is the method now most ly
adopted by the churches. Under it, every
Ikemitu:.the worship is pre-arranged, or if
there be any exceptions to this rule, they are
left in the bands of the pndden:q'l'be
b{mulm selected and announced by bim,

be prayers and tbanksgiving are either led
by him or by brethren whom he nomipates.

i are ested " and

members, unity beiog given for the
mmm(o(‘;uulwol
the hymos and occasionally to lead in the
prayer, Now, does this method
meet the required conditions, giving libert
to the members and efficiency of service ? [t
may be conceded that it does secure a certain
degree of efficiency in the service rendered.
l‘ll‘l:te x’y :uet bl.hat brethren tl:iow beforeband
expected to take certain parts
in the service, secures some measure of
preparedness, which would often be conspic-
uous by its nhm:;dbnt for thi:l system of
pre-arrangement, consequently the ser-
viecmdcedismeﬁcieonh:ihutbe
exercises were left to. be undertaken spoo-
taneously. But while it is true this method
secures some measure of efficiency it is no
less certain that it restricts the liberty of the
members, since only those who are ap-
pointed or are called upon are at liberty to
take part, in leading the exercises of the
meeting.

K
True, this Method has been Adopted
with a view to or preventiog the
evils of the open system, and all

’ generally
m'lbwg: not always, it does this
y. t it must be recognised that
while it is geoerally effective in excluding
from the platform and from taking leadiog
parts in worship, those who lack the
qualifications pecessary to edification, it also
pecessarily restricts tbe liberty of those who
are competent. It must also, | think, be
acknowledged that this system as it is at
present generally administered, bas the
effect of depriviog the churches of the ser.
vices of many brethren who are fully quali-
fied to serve it to its edification.
-
The Arrangement of the Plan
is too often left to the church secretary, who
is pot always qualified by experience and
sound judgment to determine as to the qual-
ifications of the brethren. His duty is to
make out & plan, It sometimes happens
that brethren who are fully qualified for cet-
tain dutics are reluctant to act, and su
iog tbat if they decline, someooe else will be
found for the work, they will not consent to
their names appearing on the plan. This
Jeads to the im of speakers from
otber churches, and local bretbren finding
that they can thus be relieved of the obliga-
tion to exercise their gifts, sit down in well-

conteoted ecase, the “church drifts into a
state of “semi-parasitism"” and its lateot
talents and energies are stifled and destroyed
through being unused. 1 thiok, then, it
must be admitted, that neither of the two
methods we bave been coosidering can be
said to meet the required tions of
“liberty to the members and efficiency of
service.” The one by giving unbou
liberty fails to give efficiency, and the other
while securing a measure of efficiency, re-
stricts and limits the liberty of the brethren
to an extent’that is harmful,
A

Does the New Testament give any
. Directions

fo a maethod of conducting the meeli
:mh';? Any ‘c{ixuuioa of wc.l:“a ::’b){c’:

as that now under consideration, which did
not include the above question, would be
incomplete, and woald not be satisfactory to
dudms of Cbrist. To be consistent with
the lundamental principle of our plea we
must, in regard to all such questions, ask,
What saith the scriptures? 1 answer the

uestion by saying, that there is no method
?«-dddm the scriptures. If there were,
the writing of this or any other paper on the
subject would be superfluous. All that io
that case would be necessary for us to do
would be to adopt the New Testament
method, and o far as the churches of Christ
are concerned there would be no coatroversy
regarding it. But, while there is no formu-
lated system in the New Testament, there
are certain principles, in regard to the con-
duct of worship, clearly enunciated by the
lPoulu. and which we are bound to recog-
nise in any method we may adopt.

o

Those Principles Are,

1. That to every member s the right lo
serve bhe churck in any capacily for which ke i3
Sitted. True, this priociple is not stated io
set terms. It is implied rather than ex-
pressed, but it is most certainly and unmis.
takeably implied. It is impossible to under-
stand the reasoniog of the apostles in Rom.
12: 4-8; 1. Cor. 12; Eph. 4: 816, Upon
any other bypotbesis than that, the principle
above stated was not only recognised by
Paul, but that it was in actual operation in
the practices of the apostolic churches.
The apostle does not nﬂg:n the principle,
presumably because it was unnecessary for
bim to do so, for be addresses his argument
for the unity of the body, the necessity for
each several member, and the intimate rela-
tion which each sustains to the others, evi-
dently upon the assumption that this prin.
ciple was thoroughly well understood by
those to whom he wrote. But this priociple
is so full nised by churches of Christ
to-day, that it is not pecessary to more than
state it bere. 2. Another guiding principle
clearly stated in the apostolic writings is,
That the end of all service im the church s the
edification of the body. The first tweaty-five
verses of the fourteenth chapter of the 1st
Coriothians is devoted by Paul to teaching
and illustrating this truth. Nothing can be
clearer than bis iojunction in the 12th v,
“ Since ye are zealous ol spiritual gifts, seek
that ye may abound uoto the edifying of the
church," or bis declaration in the 15th and
igth vs.,, “1 thaok God, 1 speak with

tongues more than you all: he “
church | had ratber speak five woed
my understanding, that I might
otbers also, than ten thousand words &
uoknown toogue." Clearly, Ry
edification was the 4
service in the church, A third ¢
enunciated by Paul, and enforced §
the second section of the r4th ch

1st Cor. is clearly and
in the closing seatence, thus, “L
be dowe decently and in order, B
a~
And this regard for good ordes,
be it observed, means not caly the abes
of confusion, but a recognition and ahe
ance of “the eternal fitness of things,”
lbalisa br(;cdb«bogiv:jn the opportunit,
select and anoounciog a h R
nkec:rg that itisooetulfed ?~'
and be will not ask the chureh to sing b
the breaking of bread : &
A pnnha hymn we
Arcusd y’nblq.lm k-
Nor will be invite the brethrea to close th
worship meeting by siogiog a v
tion bymo. Nor if he be ca 30
return thanks at the table, will he ofie
long rambling prayer, and omit to expu
thanks for the loaf or cup as the casem
be. Aod if he be the occupant of the g
sidential chair, be will be careful not tom
opolise 50 much of the time with his ¢
remarks as to necessitate a curtailment’
the other exercises of the worship,

-,

A recognition of these thres prinalple
is certainly demanded by apostolic teachis
and no method of conducting the worsh
meeting should be tolerated by any cher
claiming to be of New Testament Lﬁ‘,\
order which does not provide for a full recop
nition of them. It will also be seea that th
two primary conditions—liberty to the mes
bers and efficiency of service—stipulated
be provided for, in any method that may|
suggested, are such as the scriptures demas
also. How to secure those conditions is i
question. It bas already been pointed ¢
that liberty must be subordinated to el
eacy. OIf courss there are varying dege
of efficiency, both as respects individuals ag
churches. For example, we should not a8
rule expect to find the same dezres of eff
eocy in a small country church in
there are no cultured minds, as we o
reasonably look for in a large city chureh
which are a large number of educated pe
Still, there might be a sufficient measure
efficiency to secure edification to that
ticular copgregation, althoagh the same
vice rendered to another charch might Rl
edify.

~»,

The sine qua non of service
is that it be to edification, and the meask
of its efficiency is the exteat to which
edifies. These guiding principles stated §
question that now preseats itself for cons
eration is, Who should be the judges of §
ciency? This, I venture to say, is the &
of the whole question—settle this poiot sl
factorily, and the way to a method that's
secure both liberty, and the highest W
able degree of a&clency. will, | thiok
comparatively easy. The inbereat
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the unrestricted open platform system lies
the fact that it concedes to the individual
right to be the sole judge of his fitness
any service be may desire to render the
rch. No matter what may be the estimate
of his bretbren as to his qualifications, if he
considers himself qualified to serve
in any capacity, 0o ooe (under this system)
may say bim pay. It is pot a little =urprisin
to find o close and keen a reasoner an

thinker as
-

The Late T. H. Milner

for this position thus. “It is
thus foc the bretbren, recognising their in-
debtedness to the favor of God for all the
to think of themsslves
t thereto precisely according to
the divinely implanted faith therein. When
Ged bestows gifts, be gives faith io the pos.
session of them whereby the bolder may
and feel his respoasibility, and it is,
the duty of the possessor to make
faith the rule of the use of his gift or
.+« Are human tribunals to be es-
to determine the liberties and abil-
of men in the use of the gifts which
has given them? Or shall they not
be taught, as the apostle teaches the
their amenability to the Giver of
vors they are supposed to possess?
The Jatter manifestly.” The Messiah's Mimstry,
276-280. And commentiog on the above
extract, David Kiog wrote: *“The senti-
ment of the foregoing extract is opposed to
good order, destructive of edification and
without scripture authority." The British
Harbinger, Jon, Ist, 1870, p. 4. Thus were
thess two champions of the current Reforma-
i to each other on this question,
but I veoture to think, that there are few
man-day disciples who will not indorse
Kiog’s criticism, and we may well be-
lieve with bim, that bad the highly esteemed
and talented autbor of The Messiah's Ministry
lived, “the Look would bave been, io this
particular, considerably modified.” We are
2o in agreement with the editor of The
when be furtber says on this sub-
ject, * Whether Phrenology be based on
truth or oot, it is certain that some men bave
sell-esteemn far larger than their ability would
warrant. Soch men, in all good conscience,
would put tbemselves in office for which
which they are not qualified. Otbers have
m 5o small that they are pever in-
to undertake what, in every other re-
pect they are well fit for.” And because
that is true, it must never be, that men shall
by the judges of their own qualifications for

setrvice in the church of the Living God.

-
If not the individual

then, shall the whole church be the judge in
this matter ? | doubt pot that a proposition
10 this effect would be received with acclam-
altioo by many of our churches to-day. It
would suite the democratic spirit of the
'!"-loldcr to the popualar vote the ques-
508 85 to who should be the teachers and

ers, and who preside over the meelings
b the church. But if there were any danger
such a system being adopted, we should
Soatemplate with much coocern fts effects in

ERFER
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3 ‘{:;mmyof our large churches at least.

€ Can imagine with what eagerpess the

large numbers of ng and partially in-
structed members w{::l‘d‘comc tzelbcr. and
over-ruling, by the force of numbers, the
:{P*ﬂed judgment of their seniors, would

ten vote for such appointments as, while
popalar, would lack many elements essential
to the bailding up of the body, while others,
better fitted, would be excluded. Almost as
reasonable would it be to submit to a school
of young children the choice of their instruct-
ors and the subjects in which they sbould be
taught. Clearly, then, it is not for the whole
cburch to decide this question. Who, then,
should determine this question of efficiency
for service? I am coavinced there is only
one reasonable and scriptural answer to this
question, and it is that to

-~
The Elders of the Church alone

belongs the duty. Upon the elders alone
shoald be laid the onus of determining a
westion 5o vital to the highest interests of
the church. When the apostle Paul gave
his charge to the Ephesian elders, *“ To feed
the church of God," Acts 20: 28; when
Peter exhorted the elders, 1 Petet i’: 2, of
the churches scattered throughout Pontus,
Galatia Cappadocia, Ashndugytbinia, 1T,
“to feed the flock of God which is among
you, taking the oversight,” can it be imagined
that these inspired administrators of the
the kingdom did not intend, that, included
in feeding the fAock, and in taking the over-
sight of the same, was the determining as to
who was qualified to serve as under shep-
berds, teacbers, exborters, helps, or to serve
the church in any other capacity whatsoever?
Is it not a reasonable inference, that all
those who served the church would do so,
subject to the approval of the overseers?
Or it is credible that any member of the
church would be permitted of his own voli-
tion, or even at the wish of any number of
other irresponsible members, and without
reference to the elders, to assume functions
or to undertake work, for which be might or
might not be fitted? Such a coadition of
thipgs would be subversive of all order and
goof‘gonrnment. and would be utterly in.
compatible with the rule and oversight vested
by divine autbority in the elders. Here, |
believe, lies the solution of the question
involved in the subject of this essay. Alm
this pathway will be found the true mel
of conducting the morning worship meetig,
so as o give liberty to the members and
efficiency of service.

I venture to suggfest

as the method best calculated to secure these
most desirable objects, that to the elders of
the church—duly appointed and ordained
elders, il such there be, or failing these, the
elder brethren, comprising those posssssed
of the higbest wisdom, the ri judgmeant,
and the fullest knowledge, shall be committed
the duty of considering from time to time
who of the members ars qualified, as respects
natural endowments, acquired knowladge and
Christian character, to serve the church in
leading the various exercises of worship.
Let it be recognised as an important part of
their duty to encourage the young, the modest
and retiring, and to spar on the laggards who
yet give promise of proficieacy, and to be
always oo the alert for indications of latent

talent among lgr Boc.l:" that m{ bodavelop::
and properly directed, so as to

eﬂido‘::l Pr:a{vo force which :my be df::':

to fill up vacancies or to occupy

:g:; of mv?lu as the exigoocia‘ of the
churches' work demand. And by this circle
of qualified workers, let the church be served.
Within this range of talent let there be the
fullest liberty.

With an Eldership

iviog doe and proper atteation to this mat-
tset. agnd exerdz::g a wise discretion, there
would be no undue restriction of the liberty
of the members. The church would be
instructed as to its privileges, and every
brother wounld be emggd. and bave
liberty, u iving p tness, to exer-
dn’;{s gipf‘t’: g"l"lm'e would be no need for
the **plan,” for every brother taking part in
the service would be qualified for the work
he would undertake, while those not qualified
would be debarred, not by any harsh or
arbitrary rule, but by the force which the
very existeace of such a system would en-
gender, and thus the fullest measure of
liberty, which, reason admits and the scrip-
tures warrant, would be secured to the mem-
bers, while efficiency of service in a greater
or less degree would always be maiotaived ;
and the end of service—*the edifying of the
body of Christ," would be the happy result.

Selected Articles.
Wise men lay up knowledpe,—FProverbs 10: 14.
A Scriptural View of Repentance.

DY ASHLEY S. JOHNSON,
L. What is Repentance?

Repentance is a change of mind leading to
a change of life, of conduct: * Cease to do
evil; leam to do well (Isa. 1: 16, 17)."
Again: “ Amend your ways and your dolngs
(Jer. 7: 3)."* Again : *“Let the wicked for-
sake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord,
and will have mercy upon him: and to
our God, for he will abundantly pardon (Isa.
§5: 7)." Again: “Let man and beast be
covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto
God ; yea, let them turm every one from his
evil way, and from the violence that is in
their hands (Jomah 3: 8)." This refers to
the Ninevites; hear Jesus: “The men of
Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this
geoeration, and condemn it; becauss they
repented at the preaching of Jonas (Matt, 12:
41)." Again: * Return unto me, and I will
return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts
(Mal. 32 2)"

IL. Who grants repentance ?

Or, rather, who bas made it possible
us to repent ? *“ The God of our Fuhani::;
up Jesus, whom ye slew and on a
tree. Him hath God exalted with right
budtobuPnncendaSaviour.ﬁonogln
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins
(Acts 5: 30, 31)."

IIL Is God willing for us to repent?

“1 have no pleasure in the death of him
that dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore
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To ask this question is to answer it.
God is willing for us to repent, and if Jesus
sits in the heavens for the purpose of giving us
repentance, it follows unmistakably that men
repent, indeed, that must. The

declares that be is able to do what is
of bim.

!.mwlzwh’dmm

Review the first propositions : Repentance
hEnsvmhintndmnfsuiuelfwithout.o:
itis an internal change with extersal fruits.
mh:snmmdehmﬂ'ohr;entomnt.
is even anxious, for us to repent,
sinner can 2ot, for God commands him

ow can this be
bear and believe the gospel
Christ_are displayed God's

both to save and to

ty of facts brings the sinner into
?:t::hhwti?:i s estimat r;ng?sin and his love
for the sinner, and under their power SOITOW
fills the heart and Jeads to repentance, turning,
reformation.

-
YL The place of repentance the plan
of salyation.

We are bound to concede that its place is
a very important one. God's message to the
sinper is:

Repent or perish—God help you!

-
tion of repontance to other
e mo:::mno of tg:n gospel.

It certainly strikes its roots into the good-
pess of God. It just as certainly strikes its
roots into the terrors of the coming judgment
day. Somewhere godly sorrow performs its
eﬂzctive work. Here I lay down an im t
proposition and ask you to deeply reflect on
t

ik

It is impossible for a man to repent without
godly sorrow ; it is impossible to have godly
sorrow without a knowledge of God's goodness
and judgment; it is impossible to know these
things without our faith; it is impossible to
have faith without coming into contact with
the gospel, either by heaning it, reading it, or
seeing it incarnated in some noble life.

Repentance is toward—in the direction of
—God (Acts 20: 21), Noman can go toward
—in the direction of—God except through
Jesus Christ. * Jesus saith uato him, I am
the way, the truth, and the life; no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me (John

14: 6&; Jesus stands between God and man
and thi
YIII. Whose act is it?

makes it possble for us to repent.
w

This question is superlatively important to
you, to me, to every man, If it is exclusively
Christ's act, God's act, we are in no sense
accountable. If the work is theirs and ours,
both are sible. If the work is exclus-
ively ours, the responsibility is on us and no
one elss.  Our sing made it impossible for us,
unaided, to belp ourselves. We, like Thomas
of old, needed some ope to show us the
way. That One has come. The way is
open, Heaven invites, bell threatens, con.
science urges. \Why, oh why will you die?

w
IX. Reaults of Repentance.

r. It is two-fold in its nature—we tum
from the old life, and toward the better life.
2. It does not, cannot, wholly undo the old
life, but it cuts us off from it and gives us a
Dew start. . It is a work that hold of
the mind manifests itself in the conduct :
tnm’amj amend. 4. It, joined to faith, is the
inspiration of a new and better life, and it,
like faith, turns our eyes to the future. . It
is a condition ol pardon, because it helps to
prepare us u‘;ﬂ’ d&: u;dood. m:i;hout it, pardon
15 im er from uman or divi
mﬁt -

“The Church of Christ,”

[The following from the Gospel Advocate
Nashille, Teanssses, may bo of intaas o
view of what has lately appeared in the
CumisTian. It just about expresses our mind
on the subject.—Ep.)

written about the name those whe ok
be disciples or Christians only shoglg s
but there is general agreement thay
pominational name should be ase
them. The term Christian Chy
thought, is denominational, and, the
be avoided. Some use the term ¢ chura
Christ,' but does not even this term pas
denominational when used in a limitad o
so as not to include all Christians? @
one, under existing conditions, use e t
¢ church of Christ ' in any other than 2 i
or denominational sense? That is g,
admitting that there are Christiang 5
different religious bodies known as dange
ations, could the term * the church of Cis
be applied to any one of them in agy o
than a derominational sease ? How s
body of persons claiming to be Chrig
only be designated in a place whers Bas
Churches and other churches
is admitted there are Christians among the
“W.T.B

Any term * is denominational " whea it
used to designate a denomination,
term “ church of Christ "' cannot be scriph
ally “used in a limited semse 50 as mop
include all Christians.” In its scriph
gense it “‘includes all Christians." P
sense “ that does not include all Christias
is unscriptural. I see no reason why g
under existing circumstances™ cannot '
the term * church of Christ' in any othertiy
a limited or denominational sense™ @
course, *admitting that there are Christis
in the different religious bodies known asd
nominations, . . . . the term *the churel
Christ’" cannot “ be applied to any onel
them in any other than a denominatic
sense ;" but why apply it to “any one
them 7" The thing to apply it to is the bo
of Christ, which includes and consists of 3

bR -

Christians. It cannot be scripturally appli
to any thing else, because nothing "“*
scriptural, No term can be scrpten

applied to an unscriptural thing. Anyth
in the way of “ a body of persons" in religk
which does not include all Christians &
unscriptural thing, and of course there is|
scriptural name forit. “A body of perss
claiming to be Christians only " should 48
designated in a where Baptist Chure
and other churches oxist "—or anywhere ¢
for that matter—as a body of claur
ing to be Christians only." How elss cosk
they be designated ? gverything ought |
“ be nated ™ exactly as it is. 1B
church of Christ unquestiosably includes:
consists of all Christians, Every Chnst
belongs to the church of Christ because he
a Chnstian. No Christian has any scriptaf
authority to bel to anything bt N
church ot Christ. Nothing fs the churchd
Christ which does not include all Christist
To call anything the church of Christ whic
does not include all Christians is to U
the term the *“church of Christ™ in an us
scriptural sense, and a denominational sens
ll'tll’so worse than lhny ocﬁhu unscri !
easy enough to find a scriptural paR
for a if the thing itself is a !
thing. If the thing itself is nota o
mmuuhmucﬁp«wmhf i
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Sunday School.

Then were there brought wato him little children.
—Matibew 19: 13

Lasson ror Frsavary 18,
“Jesus at Jacob's Well”
Joun 4: 5-26.

GOLDEN TEXT —»God is & Spirit: and they that
worskip him, wart werskip bim i siri and is trach."—
Fohu 4 24,

Between the visit of Nicodemus to Jesus
and tbe incidents recited in this lesson, Jesus
and bis disciples preach and baptise, pro-
bably in the vicinity of Enon where Jobn
was preachiog and baptisiog. Word is
carried to Jobo of Jesus' works and preach-
ing, and taking these as a text he shows the
great difference between bis work and Jesus'
work. Leaving Judaa, Jesus makes bis way
10 Galilee and must peeds pass through
Samaria, a province in the ceotre of Pales-
tive, lying between Galilee on the north and
Jud=ea on the south, In the previous jour-
Beys of Jesus, to and from Jerusalem, it is
sup be crossed the Jordan below the
Sea of Galilee and recrossed it pear Jericho,
80 this is reputed to be the first time Jesus
bad passed through Samaria. In traversing

Samaria Jesus and his disciples came to

Jacob’s well, pear the city of Sychar, about
thirty-two miles from Jerusalem. Being
weary from such a long journey he rested by
the well while his disciples went into the
city, one mile distant to buy food. It was
about 12 o'clock noon, and a woman of
Samaria drew pear to draw water, Jesus
being thirsty asked her for a drink. At once
she perceives that he is a Jew and is aston.
ished that he could condescend to ask her,
a woman of Samaria, for any favor; seeing
tbat the Jews bad no dealings with the
Samaritans, This opens a conversation in
which the woman's true character is revealed
and Christ's mission is manifested. The
gtut cootroversy between the Jews and the
amaritans was over the right place to wor-
ship, and as the woman recogoised in Jesus
a prophet and a Jew sbe presses the main
facts of the argument upon Jesus for solution,
In reply Jesus utters an eternal truth,
Christ declares that true worship is not
confined to times or places, The heart that
will respond to the divine principles within
the breast augmented by a study of, and a
love for, God's word, w{ll worship God in
spirit and in truth, no matter what the ex.
ternal setting may be. The utterance of

such a truth forced the woman to admit _tlm
when the Messiah came be would put thiogs
right ; whereupon Jesus, for the first time,
reveals bis identity by telling ber that he is
the one for whom she is og, that be is
the giver of all that will satisfy the soul, and
that he is the gift himsell.  ]. JounsTON,

Selected Paragraphs.

of n
Awdlllyap;&zv:ﬁnl”h gold in plcteres

—Prov, 25: 11,
—— ) —

The Chrittian Standard says :—" A brotber who s
heartily secondieg the Stasderd campaige for $0,000
subscribers, proposes as follows ; “At car next General
Convestica we will pass a resolotica for John W.
McGarvey to live a tbousand years.™ The intenticn
is comesendable, bat the resolution would be eaneces-
sary. If sen live and speak the truth as it is in Jewsn
when the thousand years bave passed they will have

* No less days to sing God's praise,

Than when they first begun.”
Men of falth are partakers of the divise sature, and
live forever, The opinicas of meo, like the Sower of
the grass, will perish, while the woed of the Lord, and
he that proclaisss that word, will live throeghooy
eternity.” . W. McGarvey is now passed seveaty
years old.

The followisg Is from the Clrirtian Evaseriist, and
eay be found usefsl to some Asstralasian charches:—
The qoestion of retalaing oer song books in the church
is oftes a perplexing one. Ocr late experience has
proves effective wilh us and will bear trying elewbers,
We purchased 100 song books, of which we set apart
75 for the congregatioa and retained 35 for sale. O=
the front of the book we pasted Ia large Jetters, = I
belong to the Christian charch sod sm sct to be
taken from the church,™ etc. This poster coveced
balf of the froat of the book, the object being to dis-
Sgare the bock. On the back of the book we stamped
in Jarge Jetters, 1, 2, 3, 4. 5, o, Up 10 75 weim-
peessed upon the minds of the people that thess wece
only for use in the church, asd if asycee desired a
bock foe home use there were anmarked coes for sale,
1f any book had been missed we would bave called for
the number of the book which bad beea taken away,
bat after a three woaks' mesting there were still 75
books. I thiek the numbering ca the back bad mach
to do ia accomplishing this resalit. It will pay tryleg.

The Christian Standerd says: * The directory of the
Central Christias Church, Plttsburg, Pa, which bas
been received at this office, indicates that the bowse
of worsbip and the congregation It shelters stand for
Christian woek as well as worship. The labors of C,
L. Thurgood, the preacber, asd our efficieat corres-
pondent from western Pennsylvania, aloog with the
consecrated ability of bis soble wife, have brooght
forth mech good frult e a crowded down-town district
of that great city, and a large and active membership
has beea ballt up by the plaia preaching of the gospel,
boly Mving, asd unselfish service. Loog may the
happy relatica between the congregation and (beir
peeacher contiave, to the joy and prosperity of all."

Those writing reparts for the Cuxistian wosld do
themselves and us a great favor by writing soch re.
ports on separate bits of paper, apart from orders for
bocks or the sieple business arrasgemests of the
paper. It saves us'much trouble ; besides, reports If
writlsn oo  same sbeot with busioess malters
are apt to be oveclcoked, All can be put ia the same
cuvelope and come for the same postage.
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Our Approaching Jubilee.

Turniog over the pages of the Awstralian
Christian Witness, of January, 1884, we came
across an article entitled *“ The History of
the Church of Christ in Victoria." It was
the first chapter of a series of sketches of the
rise and progress of the cause in this Colony,
and commenced as follows :—

* All disciples of Christ are earnestly in.
vited to wait upon Bro. J. Ingram, 20 Queen-
strest, Melbourpe, with a view to remember-
ing the Lord in bis own appointed way."”

The above (says the Witnsss) is the sub-
stance of an advertisement which appeared
i the columns of the now well-known Argus
newspaper of the beginning of the year 1853."
In the same article it is stated that * In re-
sponse to Bro. Ingram's advertisement, Bro.
H. G. Picton and Bro. Lyell called upon

Bro. Ingram, the interview resultiog in ar- .

rapgements being made for the formation of
a church, in accordance with the primitive
order, as recorded in the New Testament.”
The church tbus ipaugurated consisted of
six persons, and continued to meet for ** the
breaking of the bread ™ for the space of six
months in the house of Bro. Ingram in
Queen-street, after which its meetings were
beld for a time in Chapel-street, Prahrao, in
a little tent 8ft. x 10ft. From this it will be
seen that 47 years bave elapsed since the
movement with which we are identified made
its humble beginniog in this Colony, and for
aught we koow to the contrary, that eveat
was the ipitial step for Australasia. This
being so, three years from now-—in the year
1903, we will bave reached the jubilee year
of our existence so far as these Colonies are
concerned.

It is usual when any great movement or
enterprise bas been in existence for a period

of filty years, to celebrate, in some suitable
way, ‘‘the auspicious occasion.” Presum-
ably, this idea derives its origin from the

. ancient Jewish practice of observing every

fiftieth year as a year of jubilee. This festal
year prescribed by the Hebrew law derived
its name from the fact that it was ushered in
by the clangour of trumpets. Jubilee, signi-
fying ** the flowing forth of loud sound.” It
served to mark, we are told, the marking off
of a great cycle of time, so that at each ha.lf
ceotury the Israelitish polity began as it
were afresh; a new morning of holy gratula-
tion and recovered strength dawning on the
land. This is one of the Jewish customs
that the world would be all the better for if it
were put into practice now. Depend upon it,
all the good things bave not bad their origin
in the nineteenth century. In spite of the
theory of evolution, we can go back some
four thousand years and sit at the feet of
Moses, the great law giver of God, and learn
the highest lessons of political, social, and
savitary economy. Mayhap, four thousand
years hence, we may have learnt the wisdom
of goiog back to Moses for lessons in some of
these things! But this is a digression. As
things are at present constituted, the Hebrew
year of jubilee is an impossibility. We can.
not revive it if we would. We can, however,
imitate it in this, that as the Israclites made
the fiftieth year of their national existence a
year of celebration and rejoicing, so can we
make the fiftieth year of our history, as
people pleadiog for a return to Christianity
as it was at first, a year of celebration and
rejoicing.

We take it for granted that the brother-
hood of Australasia will be at one with us in
thinking that this period in our history is not
one that should be allowed to pass without
notice. Nay, more, that they will agree with
us that it should be celebrated in such a way
as to give ample proof that we thoroughly
believe in the importance of our movement
aod the principles associated with it. And,
although tbe pioneer movement began in
Victoria,® it is not our idea that the celebra-
tion should be a merely local affair, Before
the year 1903 bas dawned upon us, we shall
bave a federated Australia, so that it is a
matter of little importance in which colony
our movement found its colonial birthplace,
This, however, might be granted—that the
colony which can lay claim to this honor
shall have the privilege of taking the initial
steps in promoting the celebration of our
jubilee year. If this colony should be Vie-
toria, and we have reason to believe that it
is, we are quite certaio that it will not be
backward in taking the necessary steps for

*1o the absence of any laformation to the coatrary,
lonhptunlnmn’nlhh. e

inaugurating what we believe wil] o
successful and important demonstes,
We would therefore suggest that at ¢
Victorian Conference a strong commyj
appointed to draw up a scheme of celebyras
and that the other colonies also appoing ea
mittees to act in conjunction with N
that the scheme whn matured be sub
for approval or amendment to the succae
conferences, and, when finally maturad:
determined and enthusiastic effort be ms
to ensure a successful and triomphant jes

It is true that there are yet thres yo
before our jubilee year comes round, bat
time is none too great for the work thay
require to be done. Ifit is intended, ag

think it should be, that one of the items |
the celebration shall be the publication o
presentable history of the churches of ;,
in Australasia, then the sooner we get to wy
upon it the better. Every year that lha’\
lication of a work of this pature is delay
the more difficult will it be to get reliable s
interesting information. In former yed
when there was no Austral Pablishing ;»
pany, we should have besitated in advoe
ing such a publication, but now we do'
with every confidence, believing that if s¢
a trust were committed to its care, undee i
auspices of a federal committee, that th
work would be well and successfully d o
The financial aspect of the question could |
met by issuing prospectuses and
subscribers before the actual publication wa
ventured upon. ‘3

We should also like to see our jubiles cels
brated by the holding of a federal confersns
We do not mean by this the revival of sue
conferences as an anoual affair—that is
question which does not concern us just o -;
We mean a special federal conference,
conference would, of course, have no le
tive function. It might, however, seek B
be educational in its character. A carels
prepared programme could be e
from which the Colony in which the feden
conference was held would receive lastin
benefit, and this benefit would reachtoa
tain extent to all the Colonies. This conf et
ence, for instance, might consider the ad
bility of celebratiog the jubilee by eng
one of the best of our American preaches
for the purpose of conducting a camp
the principal towns of the various )
This preacher should be one able to p
‘““our plea” in a commanding and atteactiv
way. His mission should be a “first prind
ples " mission, and we should try and get th
best man that America can supply. We be
lieve that our American brethreo on an 066
sion like this would respond in no grudgit
spirit. There are many other sugge .
that might be made, bat for the pres

kL
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enough bas been said. It has been our privi-
ledge to publicly advocate the commence-
ment of this important movement, and we
now leave the matter in the hands of our
brethren, believing that their faith in God
and his boly word will cause them to attempt
and do great things for the advancement of
his glorfous kingdom.

Editorial Notes.

U
hl—hm:nnmwwn
-—_—-—0

The Prohibition Vote in N.Z

The cablegrams informed us immediately
after the geoeral elections in New Zealand
that probibition bad been defeated. Now
that the official figures are before us we can
form a correct idea of the pature of this
**defeat.” It is true that in po case (excepting
Clutha) did the prohibitionists gain the re-
quisite three-fifths majority to secure prohib.
itlon, but in every township of importance
there was a considerable increase in the no-
license vote and a correspondiog geoeral de-
crease in the vote for continuance of license.
Seeing that 100 votes for continvance count
as much as 150 for prohibition it is pot sur-
prising that probibition bas not been carried,
but it is extremely gratifyiog to learn that
such an immense advance bas been made in
that direction. Mr. G. D. Clark, in the
Sydoey daily press, thus summarises the
result in the south. *“ Taking the Otago and
Southland district embraciog some 14 elec-
torates, by way of illustration, the official
figures give the following results :—For con.
tinuance 28,625 votes ; for reduction 26,467 ;
for no license, 28,648. In the same district
the figures for 1896 were :—For continuance
32,453 ; for reduction, 21,550 ; for no license
22,174, It will thus be seen that during the
three years, continuance lost 3,828 votes,
while reduction gaioed 4,908, and no license
6,474, a loss to cootinuance of 11.8 per cent.,
and a gain to reduction of 22.8 per ceat., and
to no license of 29 per cent. In 1896 the
votes for continuance exceeded the votes for
no license by 10,279, Last month that
big majority was converted into & minority
of 23." As Mr. Clark poiots out, bad the
question of prohibition been decided a5 other
great questions are, by the will of the major-
ity, & large portion of New Zealand would
bave secured prohibition at the expiratiop of
the current licenses. With fully balf the
people opposed to license, and with a grow-
ing sentiment in this direction as evidenced
fo the figures reported, probibiticn is now
within measurable distance. In some cases
it bas ooly beea staved off till next election,
The rapid growth of the probibition senti-

ment in New Zealand, and the prospect of an
early victory thbere, should stimulate the
temperance workers of Australia.

A Contagious Disease.

The Christian Esangelist gets right on the
spot when it says: * If one wisbes to pass
through this world snapping and soarling at
everything he doeso't like, and taking par-
ticolar pains to hunt up things he doesn't
like, there is no law to prevent bim from
doing so, but when he leaves the world be
will not leave many people behind to mourn
his departure. Our country, no doubt, has
fts faults, but if a man should devote his
entire time to pointing out the defects of bis
country, and expatiatiog oo the foibles and
follies of bis countrymen, he would soon be
suspected of baving no great love for his
country or for bis fellowmen.” Now and
again such men are found in churches. They
bave never a word of appreciation for anyooe,
but cultivate a critical fault-findiog spirit,
which leads them, both in season and out of
seasoo, to find fault. While others have a
mind to work they bave a mind to grumble,
and succeed in making themselves and all
around them profoundly miserable. If the
Swedeoborgian conception of beaven is cor-
rect, and mea there pursue the avocations
to which they have been accustomed on
earth, bow will these grumblers be occupied?
Where all is perfection they, like the grave-
diggers, will have nothing to do, and must
swell the ranks of the unemployed. The oanly
way to deal with the ioveterate faultfinders
bere is to leave them severely alone. They
shoald be placed in spiritual quarantine and
avoided as if they bad the Bubonic plague.
Otherwise the whole church may become
infected. A coures of strict isolation persisted
in for several years might even lead to the
recovery of the patient, but we fear that
when the disease has once got a firm hold it
is well nigh incurable.

Shall We Shoot the Old Preachers?

There are not many of our preachers who
have spent their lives in the work of the
gospel and are now old and disabled. But
there are quite » number who bave passed
middle life and are approachiog the period of
inactivity. When they reach this stage
what shall we do with them? With few
exceptions their salaries bave been so small
and tbe calls upon their limited means so
numerous that they have been upable to lay
anything by for old age, They bave felt,
whether rightly or wroogly, that they must
be examples to the flock in liberality as well
as in booesty and otber virtues, All the poor
bave looked to them, and they could not say
* Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled
aod give not the things needful. The very
faculties that bave made them successful as

preacbers would if otherwise directed have

placed them in positions from which they
cnuld look upon the approach of old age and

‘helplessness without the fear of need. These

men bave speot their lives for us and the
cause we Jove. What shall we do with them?
Adu American writer suggests that they be
shot 1o save expense and trouble. Other
American bretbren bave formed a “Minister.
ial Relief Fund" for their assistance. It
looks to us that we must sbortly face the
issue and decide which of the above steps to
take. The shooting idea is certainly the
simpler, but even in the carrying out of this
practical suggestion there are obvicus diffi-
culties. If they were valoed old horses or
dookeys we would turn them oat to grass in
their old age, but being oanly preachers, the
case is different. There is no grass avail-
able. Surely the time has come when the
subject should no looger be evaded. At the
approaching conferences our preachers will
carnestly advocate the extension of our
Home and Foreign Missions, but they can
scarcely be expected to urge the claims of
themselves in their coming time of need upon
the consideration of the brotherbood. In
America, a consecrated business man, A,
M. Atkioson, took the matter up and carried
it along. Are there no business men in Aus-
tralasia who will bring their sanctified com-
mon sense and business metbods to bear
upon this matter ? Discussed in the provin.
cial conferences it might possibly be put into
shape oo an iotercolonial basis like our
Foreigo Missicns. This, however, is a matter
of detail, The main point is, Shall anythiog
be done, or shall we shelve the ‘subject in-
definitely ?

There is with us an unfortunate tendency
while engaged in the work of throwing down
the fortresses of error, and building again
the balwarks of truth, of being divonod.gom
pure spiritual work, and from the culture of
the pure spiritual life. Whben the soldier is
cleaning his gun no drain is made upon his
powder, When the eogineer is his
engi:;.bel ::;lhe tnrn:? godﬁvm. Our
work bas Ia consisted in delivering the
Bibles from hum{n tradition, and our
being thus directed, who can wonder
the tendency bas been to overlook, to some
extent, the nceds of the spiritual life? To
answer the enquiry, bow is the spiritual life
of the church to be increased? we peed to
ascertaia the elements by which the spiritual
life ol the apostolic church was sustained.
Will the reader please refer to Acts 2: 43;
& I u:&..Anldllnm,J'
Mm of that day \
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Time for the Quiet Hour was Found.
Meditation and prayer were engaged in until
their souls bu with boly entbusiasm,
and they were made ready to saffer and die
for their Master. In our modern church life
;_bm is lnoﬁ'ﬂg refirement, communion, awd

llowship. ' Out danger is just bere : the sub-
stituting of deeds of beoelvoleoce and multi-
plicity of meetings and agencies of Christian
acti w secret prayer and communion
with . There is plenty of machinery
bat too little motive power. Behind all our
efforts there moust be the prayerful spinit.
As a whole, the churches demand
More Time for Prayer.

The giving up or lessening of devotional
babits, ‘:lmysnfa y accoc‘nu for the de-
cline of spiritual life. The best indicator of
the spiritual coaditicn of a church is its
prayer meeting: yet how poorly prayer
meetiogs are usually attended. Let exhort-
ers continually instruct and persuade the
brethren upon this question, Let special
mpantlon be made for the prayer meeting.

the subject always be of a soul-lilting
character, and be announced on the preced.
ing Sunday. Let the leader say a little, and
leave the subject to be dealt with by the
members, interspersing the rematks with
bymos and prayers, and ever avoid a cut
and dried routive and formality, and the
prayer meeting thus conducted, will tend to
the increase of spiritual life. To bave spiri-
tual bealth we mast
Breathe Pure Air,
mon that a church of great
spiritual bealth breathes pure air. [.uther,
in the thick of his umm with the Pope
and the devil, said be not do without
two bours prayer per day, and if we neglect
snyc we shall soon dwindle into spiritual
warfs, that wait upon tbe Lord

It is a siwe

-4

on confectionery. We
then the strong meat of
we shall bave impoverished
blood and a feeble A neglected bible
, and a stunted spiritual
1f we can only read ooe thing a day, it
should be the Bible.
Nor must Exercise be Overlooked.
. lnu:livig i:d}ho d‘gq rot of the soul.” By
eogagi -denyiog work, our appetite
for sp:‘ﬁul thiogs is aroused. The true
Christian is not concerned in his own bappi-
nu:‘;‘ h::fu “n: tix;::bi for t‘bat. o‘Eimimly for-
** boping for nothing agais,”
g:doa good unto all men, and thus does
good to his own soul; for it is * more blessed
, to give than to receive."
ere, then, is the way to increase the
spiritual life of the church. By dwelli
ever in the atmosphere of prayer, uﬁn;&
the food divioe, and constantly exercisiog
out gifts in Christian service.
_ =
Fraxk Haves.

To reform the church we must begin with
self-reform. And in order that the spiritual
life of the chburch may be improved, we
must, as members of the cburch, improve
our own spiritual condition. Too often men
bring ioto the church bearts and bands any-

- thing but pure. Purity of beart and life is

allin all. There are many who go to tbe
house of God because of usage; not because
they bunger and thirst after righteousness.
Their lives dishooor Christ and impede the
progress of his church, We need to look
carefolly at our own spiritual state. None
of us are perfect, but many of us could be
better than we are,

First thep, let us sanctify our bomes.
The bome is the nursery of the church, and
oo its spiritual condition the church, to a
very large extent, depend for its life. Our
homes should influence for good those who
may visit them, and create in them a desire
for a closer walk with Christ. We should
set apart a portion of each day for scripture
study and prayer. Nothing draws us so
close to God as a prayerful study of his
mind toward us as revealed in the Bible,
especially New Testament scriptures. Ac-
companied with it there should be secret
communion with_him whose ear is always
opened to our feeblest cry. Those tender
words come rushing to my mind as | write
this:

* Come ye aside from all 1he world bolds dear,

For coaverse which the woeld bas never known ;
Aloes with me and with my Fatber bere,

With me and with my Fatber not aloss

Thes, fresh from converse with yoor Lord, return
And work till daylight softens unto evea :

The brief hoars are not koat i which ye learn
More of your Master and his rest [a beaven,”

And we shall come from our room strong
in Christ, with consecrated lips, bands, and
feet. Feet that will be willing to go where
Christ would bave us go. Hands ready to
do what Christ would bave us do, and lips
that would be careful to let nothiog pass
them that would wound or hurt our brethren
and dishonor Christ.

Acd those who come from tbeir closets
with this mind will be careful 1o keep them.
selves from becoming contaminated with the
world, They will be prepared to exercise a
little self-desial, and abstain from those
thlng: which may not in themselves be sin-
ful, but are the means of leading the weak
one astray. They will be constant in their
attendance at the meetings for worship and
for prayer, and from the Lord's Table rich
blessings will flow oat to them, becauss they
bave ftted themselves to receive them,
and in them the Holy Spirit will be an abid-
ing and comforting guest,

And though it is true that our spiritual
life will depend largely, if ot altogether, on
the conditions already mentioned, it is also
true that our meetings for worship either
bave a quickening or a deadening effect
upon us. It is highly importast then, that
those who take part in the various exercises
of the church, should be men whose lives are
pure and whose bands are clean, and who
are capable of edifying the church. The
meetings should be of a devotional character,
as only such will improve the spiritual cop-
dition of the church. Often a deadening effect
is produced by the indiscretion, or lack of
ability, of those who take part. May God
grant that our one desire may be to have:

“ A'beart in thooght renswed,
Pecfect, an re
A copy, of Na:?' g

From The Field, 1

The field b the world.—Mattbew 13 3

New Zealand,

KAITanGATA —~We held cor annual chareh .
school picoic on the fist day of the year o
weatber was very favorable, and the Utendancy
fairly good. The childres were provided with ref,
ments while the members brought theirs with fhe
We dispensed with races foe (b children asd seast,
to amuse thees with games iastead. Thers wers 4l
some good swings (bat were well patroalsed. Do
the afternoon cur Bro. Gray, of Desedin, 1ock 2 e
of teachers and scholars, one of members, and con &
some visitors with his camera, On the whols, ou
picaic was a marked success, the masy willing weeken
helping to make it 30, Last week we were chosend
by seeing three maidens f{rom tbe eldest clasy jg b
Bible School come forward aod confess Christ g5 it
Saviour. Bro. T. H, Rix was instremental ia beiss
ing them to a decision and they were baptised by Mg
into the triune name. They were received into felloe
ship last Loed’s diy, and our prayer is that (heie
yoong hearts may learn to love Jesus more, and (hy
their feet may tread in bis footsteps steadlastly foom
this time forward. Gespel meetiags bero and at Sie
ling continve as of late, whb an N
asce at the latter place especially, However, it seem
probable that Bro. Rix will not be konger read
assistance in the meastisse, which we regret.

Jaz. 16, Eowix Roceas,

Sruixo Gmove, Netson.—Oo Christmas sight
secvice of soog, Phil. Kyle, was rendered by sispens
{rom Nelsoo, Spring Grove and Wavie. N change
was made for admission. A great sumber of pecy
were peesent and speat & very pleasant asd ¢ jryable

On Boxiag day. the first conference of the churches
of Cheist In the provincial district of Nelsoa w
held at Spring Grove.  Six churches were rep
by piseteea delegates. Bro. Langford presided aad
reports from the charches were received. Durlag
the day some important matters in cossection with
church work and worship were profitably coasidersd
It was resolved that the Coaference be beld ball
yearly, and a committes was appointed to arrasge for
next mesting. The sisters provided aflerscon fesy
and [n the eveaing a pleasant social gatberisg
held ia the chapel AGK

. *

O et

Tasmania.

Ketexvie. —The charch bere beld the anoual Sape
day School picsic on New Year's day, which
largely attended by ol and young. We are
pressing forward and proclaiming the gospel £ :
on Lord’s days. We have boes chesred by a vl
Hobart. We bave no sdditicas 1o repoet, but ksow
there aco some almost persuaded. If somse that bave
professed the name of Christ would walk worthy, w&.
might be able 10 repoct them altogether p : “,
Our meetings are all well attended. Woald be gladol
& visit from any bretbren that can prociaim the gospel.
message. jm;)u. ASC

South Australia,

YorK.—On Jun 16(5 we beld our welcome Lo Bes
Campbell asd farowell tea to Bro, Keay. The sisient
had the tables nicely spread. After tea A.T. ’
ook the chalr, ], Weeks lod in prayer. W, Brochst
welcomed Bro. Campbell ca behalf of the charch,
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trusted that he would prove a valiant soldier of the
crom. A, Forrest presented (o Bro. Keay, co bebalf
oﬂhehmb.ubnndmdmnnmnol
_esteem.  Bro. Keay thanked them, and said be would
cherish precicus memorles of the ¢harch at York.
Sister Keay was presented with a beastlfol bowl of
artificial flowers. H. D. Smith and F. Pltiman spoke
of progress and the work of the Loed. A, Lucraft, n
vishtor from Fresantle (W.A), also made a few stir.
riag words, Bro. Campbell replied, and asked that
the church woald assist Bim with their prayers asd

T. Buar.
Poxt Praue. —Last Sunday evening, after an earnest
address by Bro, Morrow, the good confession was
made by & middle-aged man who bas beea interested
for some time, and carefully seeking the old paths.
As be was leaving the district, and wished to obey
the Lord before bs departare, his baptism took place
. Good meetings to-day; we are trust-

for further increase.

an. I4. K.W.D.

Hevixy Braca—The assiversary sorvices were

commesced oo Lord's day, Jas. 31, Bro. Keay beiog

with g3 in the morning. F. Pittman addressed the
children at 3, while H. D, Ssith preached the gospe|
at 6,30, all meetings being well attended. On Toes-
day a large number gathered for the usual tea. The
wmmmymm»a\.r
Magarey, the ballding beiog packed o its utmost
Capacity, masy mot being able to get io, Bro. Keay
§ave a resome of work done for twelve moaths. Eleven
have coofessed Christ, six of these wore added 1o cor
number, coo after belog baptised was passed to the
charch at Kermode-strest, North Adelside, The
others, who were seaside visitors, have removed and

mnﬂul total ce the church roll of 4p.
H. D, Swmith, Thos. Lees, A. C. Raskice, F. Pltiman,
W. G. Campbell

Wedoesday was the day for the scholars atteadiog
the school, to gather for tea, and a right pood time

{

close what was voied by all the best
mectiogs of the kind yet beld, GAH.

bere was able to bold the services Ia the new chapel,
Rudolph Terrace, as sbould bave beea notified In the
last . [It was so meclfied —Eon)
sember of the members and friends
asd viog oo the Sat-

and doriog Loed's day theee
hld..cbola‘dl-wt character,
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others to peesent Bro, asd Sister Clapham with &
token of esteam 00 the eve of their departare for N.Z,
The preseatatica was made by Sister Miss Patrick,
who in a few words wisked them success In thelr new
field of labor, A very handsome silver butter dish
and toast rack with knife complete was handed to
Bro, Clapham, also a small souvenic to oer yousg
Sister Clapbam. Bro. Clapham returned thanks oo
behall of himsell, wife and davghter, and wished 1hat
God's blessiog might attend 1he werk of the church
in Brisbane. Purlor gasses weee indalged in till 10 30,
wheo the singing of ** God be with you ™ broeght the
meeting 10 &' close.

On [anuary 3yrd Bro, Clapham gave his farewell
address to the cherch, Many present were greatly
affected at the separation which was abowt to take
place. At the finish cur brother urged the members
10 be wsited and to fight the geod fight of faith
At the gospel meetlsg, which was largely attended,
8 splendid farewell appeal was made to all who bad
2ot aconpled Christ to do so without delay.

The S.S. analversary and prize distriboticn was
held on Teesday—1be {ast meating a: which our Beo.
Chpham,. ided. The R‘.l“l”" report showed an
average attendance of 75 for 1he year, The soperin-
tesdent referred to 1he necensity of parents takisg
A greater ioterest in the childeren's home dessons. Bro,
Caze, who gracefully wieckded the baten, bad charge of
the musical programme. During the evenlog the
sisters of the Sewing Class prosented Sister Clapbass
with a nicely mousted hard bag and purse, Sister
Mofat in making the presentation referred 1o the good
work doce by cur sister as President, asd wished ber
God-speed and many years of usefalness in the Mas-
fer's camse.  Sister Clapham in expressing her thasks
spoke of the good deae by the fow atteading the class,
and urged cthers 20 avint them, The prizes were then
distribated, the peize for the highest namber of marks
in the scheol beisg obtained by Edith Waterfield.
The building was skcely decorated, and an eajoyable
eveniog was speat,

Jan. 24, Ay, S, Watkarizio,

Moust Winresroxe,—Our meetisgs oa the
Lord's day costisse well attended, and also car sing.
lag practice duriog the week We greatly smiss the
regular vishts of P. |, Pood, bat wiik Ged's belp we
intend carrylng the week oo, expecting to have
asother evangelist in our midst scon. Last Loed's
day we were choered by a visit from Bro. johs Swas
of Brisbane, who addressed the brethren bere in the
morning and at Ma Ma Creek chapel in the after-
nooo and also bedd a gospel mestiog here at might.
Good attendasce,

Jan. 27,

F. G, Pares.
———

New South Wales,

Corowa.—Oue young woman made the good coo-
fession on Friday aight, a¢ch, and was baptised. She
was recelved into fellowship yesterday morning, to-
gether with & young man from the Bapelst Chured,
of Sydeey, Bro. Houchins bs still peeacking to larg,
and isterested sudiences. We expect larger meetiogs
still as scon as the cool weatber wots in,

Jan. agth, E. ). Waress,

Here and There.

Asnother good mesting and ome coafession sod bap-
tisen &t Brusswick.

Splendid meetings at Weollahea, last Ssaday. Two
coafessioas at aight,

One baptism, Sunday, at Willlamstown, S.A. Geod
meelisgs morning and evening.

P. A Dickson repocts foar confessioas at Campbell
Street, Sydney, last Sanday night,

Have you a Sunday School Commentary for 1900 7
We still bave a few copies.  Prica 4)6; by post, 4/-.

Three coafessions at Prabras last Sunday might,
We rejoice that the work there moves off 5o sicely,

Those wastiog hymn books will find by referring
to our advertising pages that thers is coosiderable
saving by buyiog thess for cash,

What do you thisk of this number of the Cumisrian?
Show it to any members of the charch who do not
take the paper and ask them 10 subscride.

A fipe meeting, cossidering the lntense beat, st N.
Richmond on Lord's day evenlog last. Thees confes.
shons at the cicse, two of whom were young men. :

“ Harry G. Harward, the Aostralias ™ as the St
derd report calls him, recently beld a peotracted
meeting at Misder, llinols, with 47 sdditioss aa the
result.

The chorch ia Gympie, Q., is very anxiovs to Sod
& young man who will give bis whole time to the work
there.  Full particolars may be obiained from A,
Hutchinson, secretary.

Doao't fadl to read the second prize essay. Yoo
may not sgree with all it sayy, but asythisg which
bas a tendency 1o aromse more interest i oor mom-
ing meetings mast do good, Read it azd think aboat
it

Bro. Geo. Moysey, sca of Beo, G B, Moysey, lelt
Melbourne last week for W.A.. where he goes on an
eagagement with one of the banks, elther in Perth or
Fremaatle, to be decided on arrival. We wish for
bim in his sew bome prosperity and Bappizess,

Next week we expect 10 commesce the pablication
of a short story of eght chapters, written for sad
publisted s the Christian Standerd, by A, M.
Growden, foemerly of Dusedin, N.Z. The tithe of
the story is, ** Where Love was Law,” Doa't fall 10
read it

Bro. A. W. Connor, cae of our preachers laborisg
in the Wimeera District, is paylog a shoet visit to
this city in compaoy with his wife Bro. Conpor
gave a very impressive address at Swanston street
Isst Seaday morniog and evening. We teel sure 1has
his belp was moch appreciated by all.  Ose was re-
celved [a10 the Swanstonstreet chorcd Sunday
morsiog,

Mrs. W. C. Morro received a cablegram a week ago
anoouncing the dangeroas illness of ber mother, asd
requesting ber eardy return.  Mrs Mocro will theso-
foce leave for her bome ca Febeuary 3¢d,  She hopes
s00n 1o retern (o Melbourne, We are sorry to state
also that Bro. Morro received by the last mall news
of the death of a brother, & yousg man a4 years of
age. Bro. aad Sister Morro we are sure will bave (he
sympathy and Jove of all the charches.

Jas Jobostea tells of a man la America, who, st
the age of 35 bad recorded agaiast him every crime
oo the calendar except murder. Then bhe heard
Christ preached by a missiooary; be cosld act resist
the po ol the gospel; he accepred Christ. A

Heee a Brtle asd thers & Uatle,—Isalab 28 : 10,
—_—

Ooe recelved by letier from Corowa choreh at Nth.
Fitzroy ca Saoday.

On Jaauary a4th Thos, Hagger spoke st Runnymeds
East, whea one young woman was baptised,

short time after the missicasry died, and that man
Glled with the joy asd yweetness of the * new lide ™
stepped 210 the breach. And for 15 years without &
sisgle days liness, he had worked for the souls of bis
fellowmen,

preaching every day aad thres times 08
Sunday.
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W.T. Clapham leaves Sydney ln aboat a week for
Nelson, N.Z,

Bro. E. F. Ryall and wife, who foe some years bave
sojourned in the west, have returned to Melboarne.
They will be missed in Sunday School asd other
work in Perth, bet 0o doubt they will soca make
themselves uselul fn 1he same way in their old home.

This week we begin under the form of a Symposiom
the discussion of & very important theme : (1) How is
the Spiriteal Life of the Church to be Increased? (1)
The Relation of Christian Progress to Spiritual De-
velopment and Growth.  We Bave asked & nember of
brethren 10 write on the subject, and expect a series
of interesting short papers. The papers will be psb-
lished In the order of their reception. Doa't fail 10
read them all.

Some are still complaining about the adds in the
CumisTiax. Now we are anxious 1o please all, but it
may save troable for us to say just here that for the
present oo fertber concessicns will be made in this
matter, as the advertisements are more likely to la-
crease than decrease. We have removed some adver-
tisessents which in themselves were objectionable to
some; this is all we cam do. Those who do met want
to take the paper with the present adds , and & peos-
pect of more, will just bave to leave it alone, and et
thelr religious reading from papers where they doa’t
have adds —that is, if they can fiad soch, The time
may come when we can get on without them, bot the
time Is not now. Here the matter mast rest.

“Mrs. R K. Fislayson, wile of Pastce R K.
Finlayson, of Zion chapel. Hansoo-street, died at
Carrington-street on Sunday evesing  The deceased
lady was as old coloaist, having arrived in the colony
with ber parents by the ship Pestosjee Bomanges, on
October 11, 1838 She was the eldest daoghter of
the late Mr. W. H. Burford, the founder of the irm
of W. H Barford & Sons, of which her eldest 300,

In 1894 she was married again to
Pastor R, K. Finlayson, and sbe eatered diligeatly
nto the work which ber busband was dolag in con-
with the Zica chapel. She was an active
Christian wocker, asd ber death will be deeply re-
grotted by a large circle of friends,”

Webad the pleasare last Suoday night week of attesd-

?

times. At 7 the preacher, |, G, Shais, took charge,
asd everything west with a run from start (o finish,
The preacher took as & peg oo which 10 haog Mis
tbooghts the parable of the ten pieces of silver, but be
s0on left that good womas to find the lest money,
#0d west 00 (o other things, The discoarse was full
of Bible facts and figeres, the great theme being the
saxiety of Cbrist to save those who were willing
The talk was very simple. We thoeght a time oe two
that the preacher was going off amoag the stars, bt
be masaged 10 keep pretty close 10 the every day
things of this life, The house was full, and the atten-
tics undivided. The members seemed full of a divioe
ansiety for the salvation of men. This is the ssoret of
it all. They have mestiogs every night In the week,
ending up with a great opes-air mestiog in Sydoey-
road, at which the veteran Allan Stewart gives valo.
able assistance. We trust that this great work may
£0 oo, aod that those whose business it is will see that
t5c coaverts are well lnstrucied both before and after
enteriog the charch,

W. Boarosn, of Glenelg, usder date of Jan. 39th
writes as follows . —* The bretbrea at Glenelg were
moch disappolated at having no ootice taken of the
report Iast week. 1 was determined 10 be i time for
the CurtsTiAN, 80 posted It the week ead of the pre-
vioas week. Hard things bave beea sald of ‘partl-
ality* being sbown other churches who sent oo Dews
Iater and were reported,” 1 people woald only take
tbe troeble to read their paper before sayiog * bard
things " about * partiality ™ it woald save us much
woery and themselves some trouble. All Bro, Barford
seat was printed [ last week's paper, and if be will
look oo page 33 be will find it, the longest repoct In the
paper. We want 0 say just here that the charge of
partiality Is otterly groandless, and everythisg ls done
to please which any single man can do without layisg
awake nights, which the present editor does not pro-
pose to do,

;“-O_‘ .

————

To Hve is Christ: and to dic is gaia,~Phil. 1: 21,
o
MOELLER. — With sorrow we record the death of
our sister, who, alter & long period of sickness, and
much suffering from that dite diseass, cossamptico,
has been transferred 10 the beighter and bappier Bome
prepared for the children of God, We laid to rest the
daugbtler some months previous. Our sister has had
to struggle to maistain a family of four for masy
years. Of the threo Joft, two daughters are members
with us at Park-strest. While cur hearts go oat in
sympathy 10 the bereaved ones, we commezd them to
our heavenly Father, who will comfort thess with the
bope of meeting their dear ones in the land where
death has 0o meaning.
Unley, S.A. T. G, Stoazx.
PAYNE.—Bro. F. F. Payne, at the age of 47
passed away at Brusswick oo the 15th of January
hast.  Our brotber was immersed by Bro. Hamill, at
Prabran, about 30 years ago, and for a time worked
in the charch and Sanday Scheol there. Gradually,
bowever, his interest died away, until n Asgest, 1894,
be re.unlted with the church at Collingwood, where
bis daughter and three sons decided for Jeses.
Aboat three moaths ago, baving shifted to ¢ur dis-
trict his membership was trasslerred to Bresswick,
aad since that time be had the joy of seeing his two
youngest sons also decide for 1he Master. Ogor beart-
felt sympathy and love goes out to the sorrowing
widow asd children, and we sincerely trast that all of
bis loved ones may coatinue faithfal to the esd and
thus be reunited beyood the swelling fcod.
J. G. Swaix,
KITGHL—~O0n Jansary gth the church at York,
S.A, suffered 1he koas of cur brother at 1be age of &,
He snited with the cherch Is 1891, since when, with
his wife and family, be has continved in fellowship
with us.  For some time be bad suffered very keenly,
and for 16 weeks bad been confined 10 his rocm, It
was the peivilege of & few of the brethren 10 meet
with our beother on Lord's day evenings 1o break the
memocial loal, which gave him great pleasure. On
the rrth inst. his remains were laid away in the
Woodville cometery, Rro. Campbell conduocting the
secvice belore a large gathering of beothren and
friends. Our sympathies are with our sister and her
{amily, who can look fceward 10 a glorlous reserrec-
Uoondmniouwhnocrble-.dladsh;nm
. Bunrr,

DEATH.

HILL. -O= the asth fast., al * Avosia" Bleahelss-
street, Balaclava, Melbourne, Mary, beloved wife of
Beojamin Hill,
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tham 7 o

Marrickville
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ro. Roberts, Temora
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Bro. Rowles, Dubbo
Sister D). Stewart, Ballina
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Sydney. !
FOREIGN MISSION FUND,
New Soutit WaLes, per E. Gole.
Church, Woollahra .. e i
~  Eoamore .. o
w  Sydoey. .. S)

= Petersham. . %
Sunday-school, Sydoey (B) ..

Vicronia.
A. Seaith. Natbalia .. as
Church, Ballendalls ve
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Church, Yarrawalla 5
Sister, Malvern <>
Malvern Missioa Bao <
Church, Kerang East
Recsivod by Sis” Mary Thomp places
Recel ary pecn at .
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Weddecburs and Feraihurst ..
Danolly .. o n e
Sister at Bet Bee .. e
Mary . e
Two Sisters at Beadigo
Kyabram vo
Brother at Lancaster
Mystie Park an
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New Zrataxo.
Bro. S. Cox, Auckland -
Church, Wellsford, per Bro. Gole

F. M. Lupswoox, Treas ,
121 Collins.st., Meib,

R Lvare, See,

15 Levenson-st, N.

WANTED.

The Evasgelistic Committes of South rali
sire 10 hear from brethren whose services,
capacity of evangelists, are available for that col
Intimaticns and particalars ta be received by the
reu_g. A. M. Ludbrock, |effcott-street, N. Adel
by Thursday, February 8th.

Applioations siaileg. A Eree o G

atlons stating Age, , Quali
and Salary, to be addressed 10 the Secretas)
Wilson, " Inverness,” Bolwer-street, Perth, WA

A SUMMER RESORT.

HEALESVILLE —GLENARA FARM. po
sitoated amoog the Hills. Tralos met if v
Terms, 25/ per week, J. M. GILMOUS

DAYLESFORD — FURNISHED

of the readers of the CHRISTIAN .
E:I-Mu.ouchnbonplmnd -
tance of the famous Hepburn Medical Spe
attain comfortable feraished rooms by

Gerrand, Albert Strest, Daylesford,

Prioted asd Published by the Austral Poblishiog’
528 Ehizabethstreet, Melboursts
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