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260,000 of those lambs of which he was the
antitype were destined to be slain.

It was on the afternoon of Thursday,
probably when the gathering dusk would
prevent all needless observation, that Jesus
and his disciples walked from Bethany by
that familiar road over the Mount of Olives,
which his sacred feet were never again
destined to tread until after death. He was
to celebra:te the Passover with his disciples
that evening, and much in the way of prepar-
ation had to be done—the selection of a suit-
n'lxle apartment, the killing of the lamb, the
tae providing of the bread, the wine, and the
stad of bitter herbs. Nothing as yet had
b en arranged, and there was now but little
tine to spare. :

_The disciples come to him sayi g, “Where
v It thou that we prepare for tr; to eat the
pessover?” Singling out Peter and John,
the Lord said, “Go into the city, and when
you enter there shall meet you a man bearing
a'p tcher of water: foilow him. And where-
toe ver he shall go in, say ye to the good man
ot the house, the Master saith, Where is the
guest chamber, where I shall eat the pass-
over with my disciples?” Upon these Pass-
over cccasions the inhabitants of the metrop-
olis opened their houses freely to strangers
coming up from the country; but was there
no danger, if it were known that this accoms
modation was required for him whose life the
authorities were seeking, that it might be de-
nied? The instructions, however, are pre-
cise, and Peter and John follow them. All
happens as Christ had indicated. They go
into the city and meet the man with the pit-
cher; they follow him, deliver the message,
and whether it was that the man himself was
a disciple of Jesus, or that he was otherwise
influenced, not only is there a ready and cor-

- dial compliance on his part, but when Peter
and John are shown into the apartment, they
find it already furnished and prepared.

One of the most difficult questions pre-
sented in the history of the Lord’s ministry is
as to the time at which the Lord ate this
supper, which must have been in some sense,
at least, a Passover, That the supper
described in John 13 is not the feast at the
house of Simon the leper in Bethany, but the
Paschal Feast described by the other evan-
gelists, at which the Lord’s Supper was
instituted, seems very evident. At this feast
Judas was exposed and the fall of Peter pre-
dicted, events that took place on the evening

. of the Paschal Supper. Another, and per-
haps more difficult question, is as to whether
the Lord’s Paschal Feast was eaten at the
regular time of the Jewish Passover, or one
day before. If we were to take only the first
three evangelists, we might conclude that he
ate the Jewish passover at the regular time;
but if John’s account only be taken we would
be compelled to conclude that the Saviour
died on the day the Passover lamb was slain,
before the Jews ate the Passover. We shall
not attempt to solve these difficulties, but let
it suffice simply to state them.

The accounts of the evangelists are some-
what I roken and confused, so that is not easy
to give a regular and connected narrative of
what hzppzned that night within the guest-
chambes. * Shortly after they had sat down
to the table, he arose, laid aside his outer
10bz, g'rd.d atowel upon him, and began the

lowly office of washing the feet of twelve
men,ywithout a word ofgexplanatlon. Some(i
thing more than ordinary must have cause

so remarka'le an act. .The fact that the
cause has becn lost sight of has caused many
to misunderstand the significance and to think
that the Saviour was instituting a church
ceremonial, rather than a deep, prgct:lcal,
spiritual lesson for all ages. 1. The disciples
still expected the immediate manifestation of
the kingdom. When they sat down to this
supper they felt that it was a kind of state
occasion, and a strife arose among them for
precedence. Each wanted the chief seat at
the feast. An accouut of this unseemly con-
troversy over the old question, ** Who should

‘be greatest ?” is found in Luke 22 : 24-30.

2. The owner of the house had furnished the
guest chamber for the feast, had provided
tables, seats, water and vessels, but his duties
to passover occasion had ended there. He
had to arrange for the Passover with his own
family. Jesus and his disciples had come in
hot and dusty from their walk from Bethany ;
their sandals had been laid off according to
custom. They sat down to the table with
dry and dusty feet, but no one brought water
to wash their feet, an eastern duty of hospit-
ality made necessary by their hot, dusty
climate. No apostle volunteered to attend to
the office, the duty of a servant. They were
rather filled with angry, envious thoughts who
should have the most honorable place. 3.
Then, when they were filled with their am-
bitious, envious feelings, and had engaged in
strife right at the Lord’s Table, after waiting
long enough to have it shown that no one
would condescend to the menial but needful
duty, the Lord, the Son of God, full of cons-
cious divinity, arose, girded on the towel, and
began the office—a rebuke, an awful rebuke,
to their ambitious strife, far more powerful
than words could have spoken ; such a rebuke
that never again do we see a hint of the old
question, who should be the greatest? It
was Christ's answer to their unseemly con-
duct, and a lesson to those Christians who
love the pre-eminence for all time. It said:
¢ Let him that would be greatest become the
servant of all.’

As none of the twelve would do the part
of minister or servant to the others, Jesus
rises from the table, and putting aside his

upper garment, pours water into the basin, .

girds him with a towel, and begins himself
to do what none of them would undertake,
It may have been that one the first before
whose feet the Saviour stooped was]Judas. He
had thrust himself intoa seat near to that cf
Christ. He allowed his feet to be. washed,
probably not without a strange feeling at his
heart, but without word spoken or remon-
strance made. When Peter's turn comes,
the impetuous apostle cannot keep silent.
Lost in wonder, moved with deep reverence,
he asks, “ Lord, dost thou wash my feet ?”
and gets the calm reply, “ What I 'do thou
knowest not now ; but thou shalt know here-
after.”” But the impatient apostle will not
submit and wait. Strong in his sense of the
unseemliness and unsuitableness of the act,
impelled by the love and reverence which
rose up within him, it seemed impossible for
him to do other than declare, “Thou shalt
never wash my feet,” and received his Lord’s
calm rejoinder, “If 1 wash thee not, thou

hast no part with me.” A slenge,
light from the Saviour's word seemed o g O
across the mind of Peter, as p, {0 flagh
caught sight of a deeper meaning go 1@
merely physical act, and hence his lan the
reply, * Lord, not my feet only, byt alnstant
hands and head.” SO my
Taking up his act once more ia jtg ¢ mbof;
character as representative of spirituaf of
ing in the new birth, Jesus saith to b e‘a.ns.
that is washed needeth not save to Wash i
feet, but is clean every whit,” Just ag l:s
who in the ordinary roadway washes him le
from outward defilement is wholly clean sedf
needs no after washing save that of the’fan
So it is of him whose heart hag -
sprinkled from an evil conscience jn th
precious blood of Christ, and whosge bode
having been washed in the clean waters of
baptism, symbolic of entire submission to
God's will, has all his sing forgiven and
stands accepted in the beloved Son of Gog,
It is reasonable to regard the feet-washj
in the guest chamber by our Lord, as the
greatest instance of his humiliation as a mag
in the common intercourse of life in the dis:
charge of its ordinary duties. He himself
took pains to guard it against misinterpreta:
tion. ¢ So after he had washed their feet
and had taken his garments, and was set
down again, he said unto them, know ye
what 1 have done to you? Ye call me
Master and Lord ; and ye say well; forso [
am.” It was this claim to an infinite super-
iority over man that makes the case of Christ
so unique. No one ever claimed to stand s
far above the ordinary level of our humanity;

and no one ever made himself so completely

one with every human being whom he met,
or was so ready with the services that in his
need one man may claim from his brother.

«If I then, your Lord and Master, have
washed your feet, ye ought also to wash one
another’s feet. For I have given you an
example, that ye should do as I have done
unto you.” It has been well observed that in
thisillustrious instance or humiliation, * Christ
gave an example, not a church ordinance. It
is our duty to follow the example and render
the same kind of service to fellow-Christians.
To make his example a ceremonial and follow
it literally would be to lose its spirit. No-
where is it referred to in the New Testament
as a church ordinance, and only once men:
tioned at all. . . Christendom, from the
days of the apostles to our time, has looked
upon the Saviour’s example as a sublime act
of humility whose spirit must always be fol
lowed, but has rejected the idea of bim estabs
lishing a church ordinance. The Savxoubr.
the night before he was crucified, estab:
lished a church ordinance, the Lord’s SuPlll’e.'s'
We discover it just as soon as the churc t:e
organised on the day of Peptecost- .
converts continued steadfastly in the apos eo
doctrine, and in the fellowsbip, and i o
breaking of bread, and in prayers. Inbis c?ab-
mission, just before the ascension, he €s 3
lished another ordinance—baptism. This :
find, also, to appear immediately: they
Pentecost Peter commands it, and ° sod 3
that gladly received the word were baP;1 =
Thus it continues. These undoubtedclgoul
ordinances are constantly named througtolic
Acts, through the Epistles, the Apt?:nity:
Fathers and early writers of Chris
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