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ID f.mdammtala, lJnityJ lo iDcidmtaJs, Uberty i 

lo all lhinCI, Love. 
---o---

A Fortnight's Amusemmt. 
According to the S.M. Herald of March 

I I the amount of money spent io Sydney in 
amus~ments is something astonishing. Dur
ing one fortnight, 'Commencing with the 
appearance of Madame Albani at the Town 
Hall and closing with the third eight of Mr. 
Wilson Barrett's season at Her Majesty's 
Theatre, at least £42,000 was spent by the 
worshippers of sport and entertainment. 
This expenditure may indicate the growing 
prosperity o( the city, but is surely no ground 
for unqualified self-congratulation. \Vhile 

• the public are seeking self-pleasure the man
agers of the Thirteenth Consumptive Home 
are seriously contemplating having to close 
that institution for lack of funds. The H e,ald 
refers to II an unfavorable side" in the u re
flection that the people who can pay so 
liberally for their amusements have occa
sionally to be subjected to a great deal of 
pressure before they will pay anything of a 
charitable kind." 

~ La tat Prcsbytuian T e.stimony. 
An exchange draws attention to a hand

book on II The Christian Sacraments," edited 
by Pro£. Marcu, Dods, D.D., and Rev. Alex. 
\Vhyte, D.D., which was compiled by the 
late Dr. S. Candlish, Professor of Systematic 
Theology, Free Church College, Glasgow. 
It comes to us therefore well endorsed and 
up.to-date, and may be regarded as a sort of 
authoritative compilation. On page 48 we 
read, u The word • baptise ' means literally 
to immerse." Again, page 51, 11 We ought 
lo regard the rite a1 really setting before us 
a wa1biog of the entire person .••• We are 
1o remember that what is here set before us, 
u a 1ymbol of the grace of Christ, is the 
entire waahiog of the whole person when 
DIie plunga into a pure and cleansing 1tream 
Dr pool of water. That i1 the way in which 
tlae dte ••• anciently perlormed : and thlt 
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is its ideal which we should keep in our 
mind's eye.'' On tht. subj«ts of baptism the 
writer states (page 6+), 11 \Vhat is expressly 
commanded by Christ in regard to baptism 
is, that those who arc made disciples by the 
preaching of the gospel should be baptised, 
i.~., those who had been heathen or unbeliev
ing Jews, but who had come to believe in 
Jesus. These only are referred to in Matt. 
28: 19; Mark 16: 15, 16; and in all the 
instances in which baptism is said to have 
been administered it was to such persons." 
It now only remains for Presbyterians to act 
as tht:ir Doctors of Divinity teach and they 
will on this matter occupy the New Testa• 
ment platform. \\'e are indebted to the 
Q11wisla11d Baptist for the above extracts. 

The Cleanest Church m Town. 
An exchange tells us that recently, after 

the ladies of a city church bad the meet
ing house thoroughly cleaned and painted 
inside and out, they said with pardonable 
prido that they bad II the cleanest church 
in town.'' Neatness aod cleanliness about 
tho place where the saints meet to wor
ship is a good sign. It tells of social refiac
ment,and is a fair gauge of the interest of the 
congregation in spiritual matters. Congre
gations that otherwise have noble qualities 
are sometimes remiss here. But the fully 
enlightened conscience is almost as intoleratc 
of dirt and ugliness as of sin. Soap and 
paint ilre handmaids of ch•ilization and relig
ion, A revival may wait oo a general church 
house-cleaning. 

But physical and material cleanliness after 
all is mainly a sign which has little value 
when the- thing signified is absent. Clean 
hearts and clean lives should be the chief 
glory of a church of God. The supreme de
sire of those who plead for the return to the 
New Testament church should be for the 
cleaoe'lt membership in town. A beautiful 
temple sheltering formal believers,fashiooable 
worshippers, pleasuro-seekcr1, business men 
who do not carry their religion behind the 
counter, drunkard1, apologists, fornicators, 
covetousness and worldly pride, is but • 
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gilded tomb of corruption. There can be 
no really clean church without a clean mem
bership. 

Bad Housc,-lCecpJnr. 
Many churches of to-day are suffering 

from bad house-keeping, The eldcrship is 
often only a name, a spiritual name with
out a spiritual trust. Discipline is so ~re 
that many young Christians have never 
witnessed it. Vigorous treatment by pul
pit or press will raise up a whole army of 
apologists to talk about mercy and char
ity as if there were no vengeance and COD• 

suming fire in God's Word. Many regard 
the church as a hospital for incurables. 
with the preacher as chic( nurse. rather 
than a school where the discipline of right
eousness is mingled with th~ lesson of love. 
The weeds of indifference and the thorns 
of last are crowding out the fruits of the 
Spirit in the very courts of the house of the 
Lord. Modern church arithmetic is mostly 
addition. But subtraction is also a spiritual 
quantity. It is miserable and criminal sur
gery which would shrink from amputating a 
gangrened limb because of temporary pain. 
A false individualism has come in upon the 
church. and we forget that it is better to 
pluck out an eye or cut oft a band than to let 
the whole body become afflicted by the con
tagion of hell. 

Sorry Unto Repentance. 
Yes, by all means let us have u the 

cleanest church in town," but let the cleans
ing begin in the hearts of the memben, and 
by clearing away the uospiritual truh which, 
through family, social and worldly ties, bu 
been allowed to gather lo the sanctuary. 
Let rebuke of sin be followed by sacb bleaed 
results u Paul witnused in Corinth when be 
made them aorry unto repentance. 11 For," 
said he, 11bebold tbi1 aelfume thing, that ye 
were made aorry after a godly 10111 what 
earnest care i1 wrought lo yoa, yea, what 
clearing of younelvet, yea, what fear, ,-. 
what longing, yea, what zeal, yea, what 
avenging I • In everything ye approvecl roar• 
aelva to be pun in tho matter." BJ .U 



go 

means. ltt house cl,aoiog go 001 but let it 

begin not with tho building which finally 

must crumble to the earth, but with the 

cburcb which Christ gne himself up for 
11 that be might sanctify it, ha vine cleansed 

it by the washing of water with the word, 

that he might present the church to himselr 

a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle 

or any such thing; but that it should be holy 

and without blemish." 

nm 
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Old Words bi New Scttinp. 

ADOPTION. 
\Ve have heartl of a preacher who fre

quently said that the particular text be hap• 

peoed to be dealing with was the most beau

tiluJ one ia tho Bible. Critically regarded, 

tbi1 habit might ea&ily be condemned ; but 

viewed 17mpathetica.Jly, it might be regarded 

u an evidence of a state of mind experi

eaced by every true &ludeot of holy scrip• 

tare. There are so many beautiful verses-

so many beautiful words, that the Jut exam

ined seem■ to be the most beautiful or them 

aJJ. That, at any rate, is our experience. 

When we eqter upon the study of God's 

w01d, it i1 as though we entered a treasure 

hoqse filled with precious gems. We take 

up oae rem, place it in its proper setting, 

and Jet the light ahioe upon it, and forthwith 

we are filJed with delight and wonder, and 

uy, "Tiu u Oie most beautiful," but when 

we take up tho next and behold it1 divine 

l111tre1 the ume exclamation ia ready to 

1prin1 from our lipa. This Is just what we 

have le.I~ la the coaaidcratioa of the precious 

wo,ds wbicb have 10 far engaged our atten

tion, and, now that wo take up the word 

" adoption " aa4 Jook at it, as it ab1De1 with 

diYha1 radiance, our admiration doe1 not 

--. bat nthcr iucreuet. 
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u Adoption" is another or those words There was but one way in which a l)trtaa 

which express the changed condition or man could become a member of a Jowlab WDU 

upon bis ncceptance of Christ ns bis Sav- he must be bon1 into it." NaturallJ, J~ 
iour. It is not redundant, because it ex• would use the thought moat familiar to bhn 
presses a 5 pecial phase in the new life. It in reprcs,nting the change which the IUlaer 
bas been well observed that "Justification bad to pass through. Paul "ould be familiar 

is the act of God as n Judge, adoption as a with the same idea, for he wu also a Jew 
Father. Dy tbc former wo arc discharged but doubtless the idea of u adoption II suited 

from condemnntion, and accepted as right- him best from the standpoint from which be 

eous i by the latter we are made the chihlrcn was looking at the subjed under conlideq. 

or God, and joint-heirs with Christ. Dy the tion, nod which his Roman training allowed 

one we are taken into God"a favor; by the him to express more easily, perhaps, tha■ 

other into bis family. Adoption may be would have been possible to the other sacred 

loo"ed upon as an nppcndage to justification, writers. "Both John and Paul insist oa 

for it is by our being justified that we come the fundamental fad that the relation of 

to a right to all the honors and privileges of believers to God is a filial one. John gives 

adoption." Hence it is that as we are justi- us this fact on the human side; man • must 

fied through faith, so it is that our adoption be born again.' Paul gives us the divine 

is said to be obtained in the same way. The side: God by •adoption' makes us IODL'" 

Apostle John says: " But as many as re• The idea or adoption is, of course, found 

ceived him, lo them gave be the right to in the· Old Testament, and is therefore DOt 

become tho children of God, even to them • the exclusive property of the New. It ii 

that believe on bis name." new, however, in regard to the setting in 

The word " adoption " in its Christian which it is found, and also in regard to the 

usage comes to us chiefly through the Apos• prominent position it occupies. For while it 

tie Paul. The idea may be found elsewhere, is true that the pcopl~ of Israel are called 

but the word in its new setting is character- the children of God, it does not seem that 

istic of Paul. If Paul had not been brought they themselves realised fully their 6lial posi

up in the midst of Roman surroundings, or lion, for we find that the pious Israelite re

if he bad been unacquninted with Roman garded himself as a '"""'"' rather than a• 

law, it is quite possible that our Christian of God. Io any case, the sonship or the 

vocabulary would not ha\'O been enriched Israelites was that o( sons who were under 

by the word "adoption." Paul's id~a of age. They were held in ward, under guard

our relationship to tho Father is differently ians, until by faith they were emancipated 

expressed to that of the other nrostlcs. Io by their Elder Brother, Jesus tho Christ, th: 

this expression wo sec tho influence or bis only-begotten Son o( God. But whatever 

Roman environment. The editor of the privileges and rights the Jews possessed, 

Expository Times says: "He was a Roman these they forfeited when, as a nation, they 

citizen. He bad receivtd a Rom.an legal rcje<!\ed the Christ. Now, for both Jew and 

education. There was nothing more familiar Gentile, there is but one way in which son

to a Roman than the a,loption or sons. It ship cnn be secured, and that is, through 

was not merely r.ommon,-un<lcr some cir- faith in the living Christ. . 

cumstances it w:as compulsory. So when "Adoption" may be said lo have three 

Paul thinks of the relationship of believers stages. The first is dimly seen in the Mosaic 

to God, he at once and inevitably falls hack dispensation; the second is portrayed clearly 

upon the idea of adoption. God is a Father. and beautifully in the new i and the final 

He has only one Son, tho only-begotten aDll stage, for which we are said to be u waiting," 

well-beloved. Men arc ontsidc on account is beyond the power of tongue to speak or 

of sin. But when men believe in the name pen to write. Tho present position o( the 

of the Only-Begotten Son of God, they are sons of God is that of heir, 01 jolot-hein 

accepted into that family and have a right with Christ, their inheritance lies befare 

to all the privileges of the sons of God. them, but of this they have already receind 

Such an idea was unfamiliar, and probably an II earnest" or instalment. u Belond.'' 

almost unintelligible, to a Jew. The faajly says John, "now are we children of God, 

registers were preserved with the utmost and it is not )'ti mado maoifeat what we uall 
scrupulousness, that the true descent of the be. \Ve know that, if be ahall be manifested. 

Messiah might be traced when be came. To we shall be like him, for we shall tee 

give a member ofone family n place in another even as he is.'' It is ,aid that wb• 

would be to confound the genealogy or both, Danieh missionaries atationed at auuu'IIJ 

and work most unpatriotic mischief, so when a set some of their converts to tnnslall 

Jew like John bad to conceive of the new catechism, in which it wa1 auerted 
relationship in which believers stand lo God, believen became the 10n1 of God, .. 

be did 10 under the thought of a new hirll,. tho translator■ wu so 1tartled that Ill 
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dcnly l:sid clown bis pen and exclaimed II It 
' I 
1s too much, lel me rather render it, • They 
shall be permilted to kisi; his feet• I" This 
is the thought thnt fills us ns we Jny clown 
our pen-the infinite lo\'C of God. He who 
was rich for our sakes bec:ime poor, that we 
through his poverty might become rich. 

Original Contributions. 
Stu th.at ye may acct to the cdifymc cl lhr churcb. 

-1 Corinthians •◄ : u. 
-o--
Conciliation. 
I Co,, J01 32-33. 

B,· RoDBRT C. GILMOUR. 

The writer inte,n~s in this paper to pre
sent a study of dtvmely approved apostolic 
example. \Vheo Saul of Tarsus had the 
v!sio~ of _Ch_rist, that put a stop_ for ever to 
hts d1sbehcf 101 hatred of, and disobedience 
to the risen nnd glorified Son of God ; he 
enter_ecl upon an ent~rely new exp~riencc, 
and to the new creatton of the inner man, 
became transformed into the likeness of 
Christ. His change of heart, and the re
newal of a right spirit within him, prepared 
htm for the reception of that " wisdom that 
is from above," which being pure, pe.aceablc, 
gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality, and with
out hypocrisy Uames 3: 17), qualified him 
10 be a model teacher, a pattern Christian, 
and justified him io saying, 11 Be ye followers 
of me, even as I also am of Cbrist."-1 Cor. 
l l : I, 

His statement (1 Cor. 10: 32-33) sets be
fore us his attitude towards the three import
ant denominations of the age io which he 
lived. He distinguishes them hy the terms 
"Jews,"" Gentiles," "Church of God." Two 
of these were decidedly ante-Christian; per
haps I might be permitted to write anti• 
Christian, but out or the clements of humanity 
comprised in the first two, the materials 
were to be obtained for the coostrudion nn<l 
enlargement of the third. It is rhe study or 
the methods of the divinely direded master
bui!der Paul, that bas suggested the title of 
this paper. It is worthy of note that, 11Give 
none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the 
Gentiles, nor to the church of God," is an 
imperative command, and is therefore, in 
relation to the members or the churches sub
jed to the Apostles of Christ, a divine law or 
rule or condud io relation to the two great 
ante-Christian denominations; as well a!i in 
relation to one another as members of the 
church of God. 

The language in verse 33 sets the apostle 
before us as an ex.ample of the working of 
the rule, llnd states the object the apostle 
hacl in view in follo~ing the methods he 
adopted from time to time. " Even as I 
pleu.se all men in all things, not seeking mine 
own profit, but the profit of many, that they 
n1ay be saved." Just here, I may take the 
liberty of stating that conciliation may be 
regarded ns the science and art of disarming 
adverse criticism. \Ve bnv~ a phrase of well 
known import, in use hy young and old, that 
will illustrare this definition-" Making love," 
\\'brtt leader suggestions cluster round that 
phrase in memories that are stored with the 
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hallowed lnftueoces or human nfTcction I 
Is it not the echo of the voice of God, who 
so so loved us, and proved bis love hy the 
gift of bis belo,·ed Son ? 

Let us now travel in Paul's company and 
see how be acts towards the Jews, Shortly 
after his conversion he found bis way into 
one of lbe synagogues or this denomination, 
and obtaining permission to address the 
people, preached Christ to them, that be Is 
the Son of God.-Acts 9 : 20, At Salamis 
Paul and Barnnbas prcncbed the word of 
God in the syoa,ogucs of the Jews.-Acts 
13: 5· When Antioch in Pisidia was reached, 
Paul and his companions went into the 
syna~ogue on the Sabbath day, and sat 
down. The rulers of this service cour
teo~sly invi.ted Paul to address the assembly, 
which be dtd, and nt the close of the meeting 
bad other and better opportunities opened up 
to him. On the next Sabbath day came 
almost the whole city together to hear the 
word of God.-Acts 13: 44. Paul used the 
day on which, the place where, and the '""' 
wlu11 these denominations met for worship 
and went among them. 

In lc('nigm (Ads 14: 1)1 they went hotb 
together into the synagogue of the Jews, an<l 
so spake thnt a great multitude both of the 
Jews and also of the Greeks believed. These 
examples of method illustrate the idea that 
Paul aded upon. When he reached Derbe 
and Lystra another asped of conciliation 
is introduced to our notice. He finds a 
young man Timotheus, hi!': mother a Jewess, 
bis father a Greek. Paul wanted this young 
man to go forth with him, but there was a 
fatal dtsqualification in that young man. He 
was uncircumcised. He could not go into 
the social circles that Paul had free access to 
in timcc; uf favor and peace. \1/hat sbnll be 
done? Shall the claims of ante-Christian 
denomioationalism be considered, and the 
rite of anoth<:r church observed hy an apos
tle of the Lord Jesus Chri~t ? Paul took and 
circurncisccl Timothy. Why? llccausc of 
the Jews which were in those quarters (Ads 
16: 1-3). Paul knew that circumcision was 
a small matter in itself, but in view of an 
open way to the homes and hearts of the 
people, it meant a great deal in the dircdion 
of the objed. for which be labored night and 
day that they may be saved. When be 
visited Jerusalem later on we are furnished 
with another example of this kind of ready 
mindedness on bis part to meet the wishes of 
thos<: who differed from him (Ads 21 : 20-27). 

The passage is well worth a careful ex
amination in the light of the idea of this 
paper. Thousands or Jews that believed 
were zealous of the law (v. 20). James, and 
the elders, advise Paul in view o{ the situa
tion wbot course they would like him to 
take, nod he does it. He associates himself 
with four men who were under a vow (v.23), 
in certain ceremonies and expenses connected 
with the Old Covenant (v. :241 26), This is 
highly interesting when viewed tn relntion 
to a request that Paul sent to the church in 
Rome a short time before (Hom. 15: 30-32), 
11 That my service which I have for Jerusa
lem may be accepted of the saints.' His 
conciliatory conduct disarmed criticism iu 
the church or God, broke down the prejudice 
that was enlcrtainecl by the church of God, 
and secured the acceptance or the gifts of 
love which P ,ml brought from the Gentile 
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convcrta lo other lands to comfort :ind bless 
the suffering saints in the city or the Great 
King. 

Thus far we hllvc gone chiefly among 
Jews. In Ads 17: 16-34 we have an exam• 
pie of bis method amoDJ Gentiles. He views 
the city of Athens wttb 1be eviden~ of 
idolatry on every baud, until bis spirit is 
stirred within him. He disputes in the syn
agogue with the Jews and with the devout 
persons, and in tLe market daily with them 
that met him. Certain pbilosopbcna of two 
of the chief Gentle denominations, Epicur
eans, and Stoick11 encounter him. The im
mediate result is an invitation to deliver au 
address in one of their public places of meet
ing. Paul goes. He begins by a compliment 
to them. See Cony~re and Howson oo 
this· part of Paul's life:,. He accepts the 
text inscribed on the altar by p.igao bands, 
"TO THE UNKNOWN GOD," and with 
this valuable contribution to assist him in 
the Master's work be proceeds io the deliv
ery of a Christian Evidence and Defence 
Lecture of the very highest order. The 
unity and independence or God. The Unity 
of Humanity. The Fatherhood of God. 
He throws in a delicate compliment to them 
in the statement, 11 As certain of your own 
poets have said, For we are also bis off
spring," and the impress of the eternal word 
may be seen in the unity or this thought of 
divine revelation, though found among the 
poetic rolls of men who lived some hundreds 
of years before the day when Paul stood in 
the midst of that ccnlrt1 of learning and 
discoursed so eloquently upon eternal things. 

The recognition of the p.igao, sectarian, 
philosophers, as children of God, was a 
master-stroke on the part of the apostle. 
His heart went out to them under the might 
of that God love, and the tender " Our 
Father" of the Saviour is affirmed by bis 
servant in "vVe arc the offspring of God.'' 
Among the soldiers in Jeru5alem, on the 
storm tossed ship in the Mediterranean, on 
the shore or Meli1a1 a guest io the house of 
the Governor, anything and everything, all 
things to all men ; that he might gain the 
more. Even so may we. 

Sefected Articles. 
'f/ilc mm lay ap k:nowledee--ProV'CJ'h, 10: 14. 

---o--
The Elements of the Go.pd. 

Descent of the Holy Spirit-the Audience-the 
Pru.cher-tbe Sennon-lts Eff'cds. 

We promised lo give io this Letter an 
analysis of the history of the setting up 
of the kingdom of Christ, as furnished in the 
second chapter of A~s. We proceed at once 
to the task. 

,. Tug VESCBNT OF THB HoLY SPIRIT. 
The significance of this fad we have al

rencly adverted to. John 13, 14, 15, 
and John 7: 381 391 as well as the language 
or John the Baptist (Matt. 3: 11 ), point 
forward to this event as marking an era or 
superior spiritual blessings. Not thot the 
Holy Spirit had never been given before. 
Bul the previous impartarioos of the Spirit 
bad been limited. This was to be so rich 



92 

ud lull and complete a communication of 
1piritaal light and life, that _it is ~ 11f •,~: 
denote it• abundance, an ., ••"""~ n 
Holy Spirit." And they whose ~pt~ts were 
immersed in these heavenly ~nspm~tl?ns, 
were to be enabled to communicate ud1ngs 
of 11lvation and spiritual blessedness sudb 
11 u ~ had not ■een, ear bad not hear , 
neither bad it entered into the heart of 
man... I Cor. 2: 7-13, Nay, althoug~ the 
Spirit was given u without measure . to 
Je1u1 yet he said concerning the co~mg 
mlni1tration or the Spirit : " He that bche~
etb on me, the works that I do shall be do 
al■o • and greater works than these shall be 
do, because I go unto my Father." John 14_: 
12. \Ve have certainly reached. the culmt
natioa or the progressive revelations of the 
divine purposes, when all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge, of grace and m_ercy, 
are to be opened. The testator bas du~d
the appointed co\·enant sacrifice bas been 
offered, and the red seal of the blood of the 
Lamb 'or God bas been affixed to the will. 
The executors are assembled, waiting the 
promised si~nal of entrance on their duties : 
u Tury ye 10 Jerusalem until ye be endued 
with power Crom on high." This po"'·er 
&om on high now visits them ; their lips are 
unsealed ; their hearts arc bathed in the 
effulgence or heavenly wisdom: they are 
u filled with the Spirit ;" and the tongues of 
fire that rest on their heads fitly symbolize 
the searching, burning, purifying energy 
of the message they arc to deliver. The au
thority of Moses has passed away; the vail 
of the temple bas bee~ rent in twain;. and 
the testimony of the dying Jesus, u It 19 fin
ished." bas closed up the testimony of the 
law and the prophets, and the authority of 
them that sat in Moses' seat. The nsen 
Saviour bas ascended on high, and in the 
presence of the worshipping angels bas been 
raised to the throne and crowned " Lord of 
all." The descending Spirit, heralded by a 
mighty wind, summons those by whom Je• 
sos was condemned, to hear the tidings of 
the decision of tbe Supreme Court in the 
case appealed from them to heaven; and in 
the very city where Jesus was condemned, 
and at the next annual festival, when repre
sentatives from all parts of the world were 
there, the load of reproach is to be lifted 
&om bis name, that be may be proclaimed 
a■ worthy to reign. 

2. THll PBRSONS ON WHOM THE SPIRIT DE· 
SCENDBD. 

\Ve call your attention to the fact that the 
Spirit was not poured out on sinners, but on 
the diuipl11. The •Joslin were especially 
enjoined to tarry in Jerusalem until tluy 
should be endued with power from on high. 
To In accordingly the Spirit came. Jesus 
uid u the world cannot receive " the Spirit. 
Accordingly tho world does r,ot receive it. 
You, my dear 1ir, have been waiting these 
many years for this Spirit to be poured out 
on you, for your generation. Will it not 
help you oul of your difficulty to learn 
thal the Spirit was not promiEed to sinners
that their regeneration was effeded by the 
Spirit -,du,uly, and not b1 an imllUdi•I• 
communication 1 This Spirit was given to 
11,, •poll/a, that tl,,011gl, 1/u,r .,,,,tls the power 
■ymbolized by tongues of fire might reach 
the heart■ of the rebelliou1. In the largest 
poaible ■cope of the faa■• the Spirit may 
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• 0 to the one huo• 
be said to have ~n. f e:\,ho were with the 
dred and twenty tsci~ \\'hy the Spirit de
apostlc1. What t .,,en not on jJ,, world; but 
acends on tit, '""" - h the church. It 
reaches the worl~ .t~rb;s analogical reason
is easy to hie decent~e Paul resorts to it when 
ing. Yet t ,e apos n knoweth the things 
h that ., no ma . h • 

'- says h spirit of a man wh1c is 
of a man sue t \ things of God knowcth 
in him ; even bso ~ ~ it o( God," 1 Cor. 2 : 
no man, but t e P1~ , b'dd n rrround 

Without \'entunng on ,or 1 ~ c, h '. 
11. be llowcd to say that this aut or-
~e may a bctwren the spirit of man and 
u:ed So~l~gyof God helps us to understa.nd 
the bp~nt of the methods through which 
somet 10g • t fonh the Spirit's con,·erting power ,s pu h • 
M s irit asserts its power O\'er ot ers ,,.!.,"f s'-uclt, communi<:.lting ms Y. ~houf gGhtsd, 

• . r • So the pmt o o reason10gs, cmouons. . 
asserts bis con,-incing and c?nv~rt10g power 
through uio,dJ, addressed by aosp1red apost~es 
to a sinful 11:orld, embodying the thoug b !S 
and designs of God in behalf of man, and is 
reasonings and entreaties ~th man. But 
again : my spirit puts forth its po_wcr and re
veals its life through my body, m my n(ls, 
so that my whole life and cha~a~ter but re
veal the attributes of my ~pmt. So the 
Spirit of Christ puts forth hfe and. power 
through tlu c/u,rc/a-the body of Cl1mt ;_ the 
church's IO\'C. and purity and ph1lan
throphy being but a revelation of the life an~ 
power of the indwelling Spirit. So that 1( 
we contemplate the Spirit as gi\'en to the 
apostles, it is that through the words they 
speak the Spirit's power may be commum
catcd' to the world; and if we regard the 
Spirit as given to all the disciples, it is 
that the mission of the Spirit to convince 
the world may be accomplished th,011g/1 the 
chu,c/s, 

v.,re do not pause to speak particularly o( 
the ,,,;,,mJous manifestations of the Spirit on 
this day of Pentecost, farther than to say 
that what is called the baptism of the Spiril, 
in the only two instances of it on record, is 
marked by miraculous power; and that 
therefore this baptism is not to be looked for 
now. It seems to have been meant more 
especially to seal Jews an<l Genliles wilh the 
same Spirit of promise, that they might, by 
divine certificate, be entitled to equal mem
bership and equal privileges in the kingdom 
of heaven, Sec Acts 10: 44-471 and 11 : 1-18. 
Thus says Paul, u in one spirit are we all 
baptised into one body, whether we be Jews 
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free, and 
have all been made to drink into one spirit." 
1 Cor. 12: 13. 

But the most significant fact in these mi
raculous manifestations is Int gift of tonpes
a clear ind!cation that by 1'U4nJ of la11g11age 
the convert10g power of the Holy Spirit was 
to be put forth. The i,nmrdiat, influence of 
the spirit was not to convert, but to furnish 
the recipients wit~ th_e means of converting 
others ; the 11ud111t, mfluencc of the spirit 
asserted through the gifts of tongues, was 
designed, through the ear, to reach the heart 
and conscience, that men might II see with 
their eyes, bear with their cars, understand 
with their heart, and turn, that their sins 
might be forgiven them." 

3• Tua AUDIENCE, 

These were "Jews, devout men, out of 
every nation under heaven.'' who were so-

joui:niog at Jerusalem during the 
fcsllvnls; as well as many resident a( 
salem, who hnd_ been concc:rned 11

1 tbeJ 
nnd condemnation of Jesut, and •bo 
collected at this time by the rumors 
wondr-rf ul phenomena attendin,r the ol 
in the spirit. So far H Christ 
mission were concerned, they Were a:=. 
ers ; and many of them had beea di 
indirectly engaged in procuring his 
nation, or bad exulted in bis death 

08 cross. Many thousands were USeaa 
looking on the tongues o( flame, listem 
the Galilean fishermen speaking ia DJ 
languages which they had never ICalnll!U 
and speculating on the causes ol this 
and startling exhibition. Perhaps a 
unpromising audience of mocken, 
an<l hard-hearted persecutors never 
bled. They were devout but their wery • 
votion was used lo sanctify stubborn aabti 
lief nod cruel injustice. They had oa tWr 
souls the fearful guilt of crucifying the 
of God. Surely if we can see bow ~ 
such as these, were reconciled to God. .. 
may learn how all others may find men:y. 

In ou, nut a,lic/e we will deal rill, tlat ~ 

·,; 
~ 
:;i 

' ·J 

t 
' {)_ 

---o---

The Church. 
Tbc Pillu of the T rut1a. 

~ 
~ ' ~ J 
: PRES, J. W, ~lcOAAYEY. ' 

t~,~-~-.. --~ ..... ~ . ..-:..-~ ... ,..-, 
• T' 3' 15' I will call your attenuon to 1 •~• Ji;;., 

where Paul says that the church oh \11. 
God is the pillar and ground of the In& ..-l 

Pillars, or columns arc n~t so ~uc~ la 
in modc:rn architecture as an a~aen iar _. 
Greek temples they were used cbaeflJ beDGllt 
nnment, as in the pcristyle:or tb~e111plelo 
and in the grand porticoes of ol JICI 11 
In Egyptian temples they we1c cmploO(IIICll,1I 
suppo,ts to the flat roofs made o( f~ 
slabs of granite. In tbe tc~p~e O one bod• 
there was a single hall conta101ng • 
red and i.ixty-four granite ~luff?Dlt lit 
from eigbf feet to elc\'CD feet 10 ,dt11De • 
1Sixty-cigbt feet in height, which .:fJ. 
the massive roo( or the same mat • 
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the tlpostle's melnphor is taken from none of 
these. 

In Palestine, and some other rocky regions 
where timber was scarce, columns were often 
used in a different way. Many of the roofs 
of stone buildings were domes made of i:.maller 
stones laid in cement. But the span of these 
domes must not be too wide. Consequently, 
when one was to be spread over a large hall 
a stronf. pillar was erected in the middle of 
the hal , and an arch turned from each of the 
four walls lo meet on the top of this pillar. 
The central depression on the top o( the roof 
was then levelled up with the same material 
and the exterior was plastered with cement t~ 
keep out the rain. You can see at once that 
in case of such a building if the supporting 
column should crumble the massive roof would 
fall, and in falling it would press out the walls 
on every side, and the whole structure would 
tumble into a heap of stones. Io such a tem
ple Samson was mocked by the Philistines, 
except that iost~ad of one central column it 
had two standing close together. Sam!=on 
tore them both from their foundation and the 
whole building fell. 

It is from such a pillar that Paul derives 
bis metaphor, when be r.ays that the church 
of the living God is the pillar and ground of 
the truth. His teaching is, that as the pillar 
supports the temple, so that if it should foll 
the whole temple would crumble into ruins, 
so the church supports the truth in the earth, 
and that the truth would perish but for the 
church. The church supports the truth by 
clinging to it, defending it, and propagating 
it. The truth meant is that truth of which 
our Lord spoke when be said, "Hye abide 
in my word ye shall truly be my disciples, 
and ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free "-that truth of which 
be said to the twel\'e, " \Vhen he the Spirit 
of truth is come, be shall guide you into all 
truth." He did guide them into all the truth, 
and the record of it is in this hook. I am 
aware there are some men even now who 
claim to be receiving the truth direct from 
heaven. Should I meet with one of them, I 
would ask him to write down one of the new 
truths he bas received. I would then :ook at 
it, and I would be certain to find it either an 
old truth or a new lie. You may talk of all 
truth contained in the sacred books of the 
distant east, or in the dreams and visions of 
the west ; but you will find no religious truth 
in the wide world which is not contained in 
that which was ~iven to the church, and 
which the church 1s charged to uphold and 
propagate. 

It is a singular (act, that while the church 
is thus the pillar of the truth, it was the truth 
that brought the church into existence. The 
truth first taught by Jesus, and then pm
mulgatcd by Peter on the great Pentecost, 
erected the church as a pillar on which it 
might afterward be upheld. And not only so, 
but the church which propagates the truth is 
itself continued in existence by the truth. The 
two by mutual action and reaction, uphold 
and perpetuate, each the other, to the glory 
of him who is the author of both. 

Dut what church is it of which Paul af
firms that it is the pillar nod ground of the 
truth? Some men imagine that the truth is 
upheld and propagated properly only by the 
indh·idual congregation-that none but the 
individual congrcgnlion has the right to sound 
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it abroad n~ ho!'"e or in ht-athen lands. Was 
~•u

1
t speak1Dg ID this passage of the church 

ID erusalei:n, or the church in Corinth, or 
t~e c~urch ID Antioch ? To ask this ques
tion ts to answer it. He was speaking of 
0 

Th, church or the living God." Of this 
church every obedient believer in Christ 
throughout the whole world is a member; 
and wherever one or more of these is found 
t~ere is the church in part. When Paul and 
?•las ~.ere. upholding and defending the truth 
!D Ph1hpp1, and propagating it at midnight 
!n the Pbilippian jail, it was the church do
!ng wha~ t~ey did, and to-day, wherever there 
1s one d1sc1p!e of the Lord, or many, doing 
a brave pa.rt lo uphold and propagate the 
same tr~th, there is the same church serving 
as the pillar of the truth. Every man while 
~ member of lhe church, like every cubic 
mch of the central pillar of the temple, is 
always and everywhere doing bis part to up
hold the truth. Only when he is cut off from 
the church, like a chip from the side of tb.1t 
pillar, does be cease to reflect honor or dis
honor upon the church. 
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he forsaw it thus purified and glorified, that 
Jesus loved; for this church he gave him
self up to the death of the cro:;s. It is to 
the church in that state of its existence to 
which we also must look wbeo we would re• 
alize its true value, when we would be stim
ulated to de\·ote our life, our being, and our 
all lo its service. It bns gathered into itself 
even now, with all its faults ancl failures, the 
elect of God-those whom God himself bas 
chosen out of the world as fit material, after 
washing and sanctifying, to work up into that 
glorious company of the redeemed ; but by 
and by it will be so glorious in every 
one of its parts, that you and I will not he 
ashamed or it, and blessed be GQd, it will 
not be ashamed of you and me. For this 
transcendent consummation let us labor and 
pray till labor and prayer shall end. 

Sunday School. 
Tbm were there broupa unlo him little chlldrrn. 

-Matthew 19: 13 
J t is not i.urprising when we consider the 

church from this point or \'icw, that God ex- Lusox roa AralL JRD. 

tends to it a vigilant protective care. Paul "THE \VoMAN OF CANA.AN." 
says to the church in Corinth, " Know ye Matt 1.5: :u-31 
not that ye are a temple of God, and that the GOLDEN TEXT.-" Tie,- ,a,, sA,, .,., M»nhifft.l A••· 
Spirit of God dwells in you? If any man UJ1•l• Lor,, Jul/ .,."-Matt 15 • 25 
destroy the temple of God, h!m shall ~od * • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • * 
destroy ; for the temple of God 1s holy, which :"llllii... _ _ _ _ _ _ - - _ - - - - Li 

temple ye are." The temple in its broadest ~ mmnl"im111•••111111 :s: sensr. no man can destroy. The pledge of :- II Ill 1~ 
its pe_rpctuity was made by its founder wheo S The Works of Jesus. 1;e; 
he said that the gates of Hades shall not pre- •~ I~ 
vail against it. But any !limpletoo of a tou. r- ~ J ESU scan care lbe Sick ,-~: 
ist, in visiting the temples of old, can chip ~ can .1St out Devils. : 
off hlocks from tbe~e marble columns with .C: can Forgh•• our sius. 1--: 
his hammer and chisel ; and so almost any g1 can Save all our ouls """-• 
!=impl~too can de~troy an individua! cburc_h :7l !lllllllll••1••••11w1•u11 ~ by strife and schism ; but he does tl at his ~ f_lJ H ml I ~ 
peril, for God will destroy him. *AAAAII\AAIA.AAAAII\.JA.* 

It is said that Christ lo\'e<l his church, '-tY.tY.tY.tY.tY.tY.tY.tY.tY.tY.tY.tY.tY.t, 
and gave himself for it. I have wondered O\·er the bead of the Master was gath-
what there is in the church, as Christ looks ering a storm or bitter opposition, deepening 
down upon it, that he should so love it. How more and more until it burst forth and ex
often it appears to us unlovely in the extreme I pended its fury in Gethsemane and Calvary. 
How ofttn we become fretful as we think of But a little before, he bad been so popul,r 
its weaknesses and follies, and feel almost that the people wanted to make him a king 
like turning our backs upon it. \.Vbat is by force: on the morrow they sought him, 
there in a church composed of such sinners but their affections were weaned,-their 
as you and J, to draw forth the devoted love carn:al d~ires prevented an ass.imilation 
of such a being as the Lord Jesus Christ? I of his spmtual food; fro-m that ttme even 
can scarcely think that it is anything which "many of his disciples went hack and walked 
be sees in us now. I think that the case no more with him." So we arc told in our 
must be like that of a mother with a bad lesson that he u withdrew" from Galilee 
child. You and I cannot tolerate him. He into the parts 0£ Tyre and Sidon. Herc 
is to us a perfect nuisance. But she loves transpired the events which iurnisb us with 
him evl'!n while he torments her. I think this beautiful narrative, rendered more inter
that she is able to do so only by the hope that esting by the bold contrast with which the 
the little torment will soon become a better faith 0£ a semi-pagan shines resplendent 
boy, and that by and by under her fostering ag~inst the dark background o( the oppo
care he will become a strong and noble young siuon of "his own," who received him not. 
man, on whom she can lean when she be- The woman of Canaan came to him on 
comes old and fcttble. Even so, I cannot behalf o( her " badly-demoniscd" dau({hter. 
think that Christ loves the church for what She hac.J heard or him before. l\'lark says 
he secs in it now. I think that his real mo- she was of Syro-Pbrenicia (" in distinction 
live lies in the added words of the apostle. fr_om_ L~bo-Phrenicia, or the Cartbn~eniao 
He loved it and ~ave himself for it, "that he d1slnct m the north of Africa''), nod we 
might sanctify 1t, having cleansed it [it know that through all Syria had bis fame 
needed It] by the washing of wntcr with the already spread (Matt 4: 24). Her adoption 
word, that be might present it to himself n of the Messianic title II Son of David'' uug
gloriou1 church, not having :ipot or wrinkle ured well for a steadfast faith. We wonder 
or any such thing; but that it should be h'>ly at the record: "Have mercy on me I" 11 Uut 
and without blemish," lt was the church as he answered her not a word." \\. c can 
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understand bis 1ilence at tho mnny qu~liona 
plied hy an Antip111 for the gratification ol 
bis vul1ar curiosity ; hut here I Then the 
disciples (but fron1 a selli1h motive, "for she 
crieth after us") added their iolcrc~sions. 
But the reply to them seemed only filled to 
deepen the despair alroady produced by his 
hecdlessncu,-he was 5eot only to the lost 
she('p of the house of Israel I In narrating 
her conduct then, Matthew's c,•ery word 
appeals to us : " But she came, and 11.-or
ah1pped him, saying, Lord, help me,"-an 
appeal 1urrly which no one, least of all the 
1ympathetic Jesus, could resist. But what 
an impassive indifference at least must have 
been coD\'eyed by that " It is nol met"t to 
take the children'• bread, and cast it to the 
dogs" I Yet faith and necessity could adopt 
e,·en an objection as an argument in favor. 
0 Yc:a, Lord, for the dogs eat the crumbs 
which fall Crom their masters' table." It 
was a most effccti,•e appeal, "Ha,·e mercy": 
it meant " I accept your valuation," but yet 
was an eloquent reiteration of the cry "Lord, 
help me." It conquered. Was :ill this 
delay and apparent uowillin~ness meant 
lo bring out the latent poS!ibilities of her 
faith ; or was (as bas been supposed) Jesus' 
human will, at first fixed on limiting bis 
bounties to Jewish re-.:ipients, changed and 
overcome by her mighty faith ? Those who 
say the latter, would have us think that such 
harshness, hesides being unparalleled in Je
sus' dealings, ~as also un,-eemly, if all 1bc 
time be meant to grant the request. But if 
we adopt their view, we have all the harsh
ness of the language •;ithout such a palliation. 
Ia it not better lo think thnt "doubt
less he aaw a faith which would stand the 
proof, knew that she would emerge victorious 
from this sore trial ; nnd not only so, but 
with a mightier and purer fnith than if she 
bad borne away her blessing at once aod 
merely for the asking ?"-that the focllng1 
of a heart already charged with sympathy, 
but with these {eclings subdued to ~rve 
the end dt'sired, so surged up as each suc
cessive proof of a mighty trust is rc,•ealed, 
that at the last, the consummation, they 
simply overflowed in that ,. 0 woman, J;"real 
ia th7. faith ; be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt• l Such a manner of leaching, and of 
dealing with men, which with us would 
degenerate in truth into tantalising harsh
ness, sit■ becomingly upon the Saviour who 
knew the hearts of men, anr:l but presents 
another unique feature in the methods of the 
Great Teacher. 

Selected Paragraphs. 
A __.. filly .,tc.a II Jiu appla of rold lo pkhara 

of .Ovcr,-l'ruv. 2-': 11. 
---o---

.. The word was made flesh and tabermac
led among us and we bcbeld bis glory." The 
grand truth re,·ealcd in the incarnation i1 ~x
preued in tho word Immanuel-" God wuh 
uL" Someone has said that the esscmial 
difference between Christianity nod all heath• 
en religions i1 found in this: that in the lat
ter we ace ,,,,,. 111ling ajlt~ God while in t~e 
fornitr we behold God utk•"I afl1r •1111, Thia 
11 indeed a radical difference and ~tamps the 
religion o( tho New Tcslamcnt with a char
act• aU ill own. Instead of saying "The 
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religion or thl' New Testament" wo ml_i::ht 
uy the religion of the bible I fo_r the ha~lo 
teaches l.>ut one rcli~ion under d1fTer~nt di:j 
pensation1, the root idea of the patriarch 
and Jewish dispeo5alions being_ the same a~ 
that of the Christian dispcnsatton, namely • 
God coming forth to moo, 10 win him back to 
the Father whom he has forsnkcn. 

l&AAC E11Rl!.Tf-

l-lc who !ipeaks honestly cares not, need~ 
not care, thou~h his words be pre,;er~cd lo 
remotest 1ime: for him who speaks dishon
estly, the fittest of punishments seems to be 
this same which the n.iture of the case pro• 
,•ide1. 1:he dishonest spc:iker, iiot he only 
who purpolicly utters falscbooJs, but be who 
docs not purposely, llntl with sincere heart, 
utter Tnilh and truth alone ; who babbles 
he knows n~t what, and has clapped no bridle 
on his tongue, but lets it run racket, cjecli!'g 
chatter and futility,-is a~ong the !Uost ID· 
disputable malefactors omitted,. or 10scrl~, 
in the criminal calendar. To him that will 
well consider it, idle t=pcaking is precisely the 
he~inning of all Hollowness, Jlalfncs~, Infi
delity (want of faithfulness); the genial _at
mosphere in which rank weeds o~ t!\'_ery kin,d 
att:ain the mastery O\'er noble fruits in man s 
life, and utterly ,hok~ them out ; one o{ the 
most crying maladies of these days and to be 
testified agamo;c, anJ in all ways to the utter-
most withstood. CARLYLB. 

\Vbat horse woulJ cat chaff, if it could f.{t!t 
good corn? YC't many a Christian will de
\·our the rubbishy cheap literature of the day, 
while God's eternal library has lcw charms 
for him. Of making books there is no end, 
and a good thing too, so Joog as the books 
arc good. But we cannot read everything, 
and whntever we do, let us not be like the 
hoy who nte so many peanuts, that he 
had no room for his Christmas dinner. The 
bible is a ri\'er of sweet water ; let us not for
sake it for the world"s mud ponds nnd dirty 
water boles. I'. PITTMAN in Pionce,,, 189,J. 

Books :-.re to man what memory Is to the 
individual. If all the libraries in the world 
were burned up and all the boo'<s in the world 
destroyed,the past would be little more than 
a bL'lnk. It would be a calamity correspond
inc to tbat of a man losing by a stroke the 
memory of past years. The literature of 
the world is the world's memory, the world's 
experience, the world"s failures. ll leaches 
us where we came from. It tells us the paths 
we hue travelled, Almost all we know of 
the history of this world in which God has 
placed us we know from books. "In books,"as 
Carlyle &ay1, " lie the creative Phoenix oshcs 
of the whole pa&t-all that men have desired, 
disco,•ered, done, felt or imagined, lie recorded 
in books, wherein whoso bas learned the mys
tery of spelling printed letters may find it and 
appropriate it." J, CAMERON Lus, 

"The kingdom of GoJ cometh not wilb 
observation,'' but il is coming, and utencl
ing its silent influcoce in e,·er-incrcasiog 
measure over the thought anll life of tho 
world. Every humane law enacted, every 
unjust law erased from the statute books 
every 1tep in the diaeclioo of the recognitio~ 
of lhe rights of man, every pro\'isioo for the 
better care o( tho unfortunate and dependent 

classa, every J;>lan _devised for preventing 
criml', every wider impulse of human sym
pathy and helpfulness, every mark of grow
inc reverence in science, art and literature, 
every effort lo co-orclinale the religiou1 forces 
of the world ai:ainst unrighteousness and for 
the spread of <.ios~I, ncry victory by .arbit
ration, or otherwise, for peace is a sign of 
of the coming kingdom of God, wbcn bis will 
!;hall be done on earth as it is in beaven.
EvangtliJI. 

From Abroad. 
Ju cold wakr to a th1nty 10111, IO b cooc1 nnn &am 

II w couotry.-Proverb, :11.5; :11,S- . 
-o---

A Trip to the Richmond. 
D, A, EWBIIS. 

The brethren arc not a strong body in the 
Richmond River distric\. There i1 a small 
church at Dungawalbyn, about 20 miles by 
land, but 36 by the river from Lismore, con
sisting chiefly of two families and numbering 
only 9 or 10 members. At Wyrallah, be
tween Bungawalbyn and Lismore, and 
al>out nine miles from the latter, there are 6 
meeting, and al Lismore there are about 30 
members. BesiJes these, 1here are quite a 
large number scattered through the distril\ 
coo far away from the churches lo meet with 
them, but who retain their interest in the 
New Testament. At Uuogawalt>yo the 
chid work falls on L. H. Robinson. The 
brethren here ba\'e a small meeting house. 
I spent one e\"ening with them, but the 
bea vy rain spoiled our meeting, only 11 being 
present. A bearinf: could readily be got 
here for the gospel. At Wyrallab Bro. Par
tridge senr. holds the fort, and alEO ministen 
fortnightly to a few Baptists at Oaklands. 
some miles distant. I enjoyed a pleasant 
afternoon with llro. and Sister P. at their 
Christian home. At Lismore the chief 
speakers arc J. R. H. Walker and Bro. 
Withers, but Bro. Furlooger bas just re
turned fron• the town and will assist io 
speaking. He Ji\'cd here formerly, and was 
:i great help to the church. Upon the 
shoulders of Bre. W a Iker falls the bulk of 
the work. He is virtually the fastor of tbe 
church, and nlso docs the most o the preach
ing. He is also the church secretary, Sun• 
day School superintendent, and leader of the 
singing; in fatl, a general all-round man, 
Bro. \Va Iker is willing to work, and tbe 
brethren arc quite willing he should. He ii 
a printer by trade, and publishes a small 4-
page sheet monthly-the II Good News," 
which is circulated widely in the distril\. 
This is filled with short gospel articles. D. 
M. McCrackett labored here for a £ew months 
some six or seven years ngo, under the New 
South Wales Conference, and won • warm 
place in the affrdions of the brethren. I 
hear from all quartcn inside and outside the 
church of the good wor!c done by Bro. and 
Sister McCra:kell. 

Some matters in conncl\ion with the Li•• 
more church may l,c of interest to our 
readers. The brethren all kneel in prayer. 
So far 111 1 know, this is not common in 0111 
churcbC11. Another thing which ltruck me 
as novt-1, is the custom of annoondog 1pecial 
objec\a of prayer. A hymn is 1ung afls tbe 



Lord'• Supper, the collec\ion is taken up 
anJ the ~nnouncements are made, a her which 
the president calls upon some brother to lead 
the prayen of th_c church, mentioning cer
tain persons or obJecl~ for wh~m prayer has 
been requested.. This prathce is so welt 
known that out~1ders and members of other 
churches somell'!'e~ send requests for prayer. 
Our Dorcas Soc1elle!'I ml~ht take a hint from 
1n arrangement of the officers in the interests 
of the local _Dorcas meeting. \Vhen the 
trcas~rer rece1~es from the secretary, llftcr the 
moroang f!!eetmg, the amount collected, he 
not only &1gns the stump of the receipt as is 
of course done in every well ordered church 
but the nu~~r of coins collected is also put 
down. This 1s done because it is the cus
tom to giv~ the Do_rcas Class one penny out 
of every com contnbuted. lo a collection of 
threepenny bits the revenue of the sewing 
meeting would be one third that of the 
church. In some churches such a pr:H.'lice 
would be a serious tu on the church funds, 
b~t they are not all threepenny Christians in 
L1sm_ore. Another peculiarity is not so 
pleasing. ~ hav~ seldom been in any church 
where so httle mterest was taken in the 
Sun_d~y School. 1:here are se\•eral lar~e 
fam1hes connected with the church, and with• 
out any trouble a large school coultl be 
formed. But instead of this, the whole of 
the school work is left to Bro, \Valker and 
members of his family. No one else takes 
the slightest trouble about it. Some of the 
parents send their children to other schools, 
where they may be reasonably expected to 
grow up \Vesleyans or Presbyterians, and 
some of the young members of the church 
attend other schools and neglect our own. 
While brethren elsewhere arc beginning to 
realise that the Sunday School is one of the 
cheapest and most efficient methods of gos• 
pel work, the Lismore brethren are utterly 
mdifferent to its claims. There is an open 
door for effectual work here, but except the 
members of the one family, no one cares to 
walk in. 

Of my own work in Lismore I have not 
much to s11y. I spent 24 days in the districl 
and delivered 24 addresses. About one week 
of the time was spoiled by a flood. Over a 
foot of rain fell, and the river rose so high 
that it flooded part of the town. On one 
Sunday it rained incessantly. The attend
ance at the meetings ranged from 12 (one 
wet week night) to over 100, anJ on the 
whole a good interest was shown. Could I 
have remained, I have no doubt a few would 
have been gathered in. As it was, one 
decided, the brethren were cheered, and one 
or two who had become discouraged have 
bad their interest revived and decided to 
again attend. On the last Monday night the 
brethren held a very hearty farewell social. 

I am persuaded there is a splendid fiold 
for evangelistic work in this large distri~, 
and I know of no better. It is a substantial 
and a growing district. The population is 
over 2810001 the increase last ye:ar being 
1,700. There are aeveral small towns within 
ea,, reach, and everywhere a fair bearing 
can be luad. I believe that with an active 
and earne1t preacher of ordinary ability, a 
1elf-1upporting cause could be established 
within a short time, probably withio twelve 
moatb1. The brethren there are not rich, 
ud It remalo1 to be ■eea whelher, with 
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~ha; they can do and the pos,ihle 11id of the 
on ercn~e, arrangements can be m11cle for 

the location of a pr~cher here for tweh•e 
m~nths· If the influence or my visit should 
e\ entuate in th11t I shall lecl that it has not 
been time wasted. I arrived home on Thurs• 
day, March 3. 

The Querist. 
Avoid fooUsb quntlona ••• for they .,. unprofitable 

and vain. -111u1 l· 9. • 
-o-
Uv G.B.M. 

J .-Is it right to ask and receive money 
!rom members who will not attend the meet
mgs ~pon th~ Lord's day mornings, for say, 
a pcnod of six or twelve months? 

~BPLY.-As long as a man is a Christian 
he 1s uncJ_er obligation by his money as well 
as othcr¥"ise to support the cause of Christ ; 
and as long as he is a member or a given 
church, that church has a right to claim his 
financial support, non-attenjancc to the con
trary notwithstanding, Neglect of one duty 
docs not nbsol\'c from the performance of 
another. 

2.-\Vbat are the cardinal points which 
constitute " walking disorderly," other than 
those mentioned in 2 Thess. 3 : 11 and 1 
Cor. _c;: II ? 

HEPL\'.-The reference 1 C'>r. 5: 1, con
tains nothing about II walking disorderly" in 
either Greek or English. The Greek term 
in one or other of its forms occurs only four 
times and is translated ,. disorderly " three 
and II unruly" once. The term is a military 
one and means "to break the ranks," and 
then secondarily to "neglect one's duties." 
As a soldier 111iJ.:ht break the ranks by going 
forward, or falling backward, or turning to 
one side or the other, so, similarly, a man 
may II walk disorderly" by doing what be 
is fo,bidJe11, or going beyond the line of duty; 
by neglecting lo do whut he is comma11d1J, or 
by fallin~ behind the line; or by doin~ some
thing di/frrml from what wns commanded, or 
by t11,mng asid, to the right or left. Anything 
thnt ~oes beyond, falls short 0£, or turns 
aside from the law of the Lord is "disor• 
derly •·-out or the line of duty. 

3.-\Vhat is the differe11ce, morally, be• 
tween the buyers and the sellers of intoxi
cating liquors; and if the latter should be 
excluded from church fellowship why uot the 
former? 

RsPLv.-This question is a sequel to one 
inserted three weeks ago, which elicited from 
us the reply that publicans were unfit sub
jects for baptism or church followship. Pre
sumably the present querist assumes that 
there is morally no difference between buyer 
and seller, and consequ~ntly that stern logic 
demands that we shall include all b11y,,s, as 
well as sellers, in the category of those unfit 
for church membership. Abstractly, and 
all things being equal, I know of no moral 
difference between the buyer and seller of 
alcohol j but if all thin,:s are not equal the 
difference may be material. In orJer to clear 
idea■ on this subject let us notice that il is 
not the mere !act of a man's s11/iJ1t aleolaol 
that makes him morally bad i for if one sells it 
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for use in the arts or sciences, or u a medi
cine, as is constantly done lo the Prohibition 
States of America, oo one would say that be 
is a 1inner. \Vhat then constitutes our 
·common liquor-seller a" sinner" u well as 
a II publican " ? Is it not the simple circum• 
stance that he 5ells his liquor heedless of the 
use to which it i• put-reckless of the conse
quences it produces, solely from the greed of 
Kilin ? Now let this circumstance be the 
same on hoth ,ides and then the moral 
quality of the buyer and the seller is the 
same-the publicao who buys, and the wine 
and spirit merchant, or brewer, who sells, 
arc equally vicious. But in the case of the 
man-the Christian man perhaps-who bup 
it in small quaolitics for bis personal use 10 
at least comparatively harmless doses. and 
which be believes to be entirely barmleSll 
ir not positively beneficial, this important 
circumstance is not present and consequently 
the buyer in this case is not so bad as the 
seller, and the rule that applies to the latter 
may not apply to the former. We may 
truly say, I think, that he exposes himself 
to temptation, that he sets an unsafe n
ample, and that he encourai:es an unright• 
eous traffic, and consequently is far below 
the standard of an ide:il Christian; hut tb:at 
because we exclude the rcckles_s trafficker in 
illcohol for gain, we must also exclude the 
man that buys for bis own use in strict 
"m~eration," doc!I not follow by any means. 

Obituary. 
To live ii Cariatt uld lo dJc II pla.-Pbll. r: :n. 

--o--

f • T j 

I .• i 

l 
! 
' ,, 
'· ,, 

I 

SAMUEL LEE, whose life "'enl out at bis bome 
lD Sbq,puton on Sunda) momln1 Man:b IJ, wu a 
mao whom tho church o( God cu ill spare. becaa• 
such men are all too tean:e. But In the mid1t of life 
be bu been taken, and while falliq to andcntand the 
reason wb1, we m111t limply aabmit and take up the 
burden of IHe and 10 on. The church ud 111 lnteresa■ 
occupied tbe 6nt place la hi■ mind As an laspector 
on the ViBori■n railways, be bad to mo.-. about a lot. 
but wherever be went tbent wu a ch■rcb. f'911amtly 
la bl1 own bou-, bat tbe death of Christ, wbo wq 
th• one lltbt of bia life, wu alwaya maemb•ed. H• 
nenr failed to 1atba- ll'Olllld him • few l&hbf .. eoa la 
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•bo .... uaioa■ 10 lollow 1beir commoa Lord. H• 
ad a-. a manbu of lbe cb11rch (or JI pan, bavlDI 
._. baptbed la J..elcat•, E111lud, wbeo 16 year• 
o1 .... ao al tbc ,1 .. or bit deatb be wu 47 , ... old 
For tNDIJ pan be bad t-11 -plo,ed b7 tbe Vic
tortu r•ll-,-.. bavlnir come to Vl4oria rrom Ne• 
Z•lend to •blcb coloa7 be went rrom Eaaland Z-4 
,-nap. 1>1111, to blm. wu tbe ~I law o[ Ille, 
m IIOtblq wu too macb trouble for him. either la hi■ 
dailJ aYOClllloa or In the work ol the cborcb. He wu 
abemt from tbe Lord'• table bat two Lord'■ da,-. on 
tbe momlar or tbe thlrd enterin1 Into tbat ml which 
nmalu f'X' God'■ people. ll wu my ton"OWlal duty 
10 ro op to Sbeppartoa la compan7 wltb Mr■. W. C. 
Tlaarxc,od to atleDd the luaeral and •s-k wonh of 
coadort to Mr■ Lee ud ber family, all or whom, two 
mm ud three daqhten, an, In the church, with &be 
aceptioa o( the youase■t daoght•. To them and all 
who love tbe Lord - D)' keep yoar laces Zloa-ward 
1111d your feet firmly planted oa the Klos'■ highway, 
and •b• oar tura coma - will ~ readJ as be wu 
nady wbme death •• moura. A. B. MAno>I. 

Couc.-Tlae memtxn of oar Uule church bcre 
ant ooe and all deeply srlend to hear of the death of 
our belol"ed Bro. S. Lee. Not onl7 wu be &be 
focuder of tbc church here, bat the one •bo wu 
laatn-lal la God'• hand or ladlnr •l"eral or DI to 
- tbe tralb or tbe ppel aad obeyina the r.luter. 
The a ... of bis dealb wu • gJ'ell abotli to a■, aad 
- deep1J ■7mpeth1- wltb Sl■tu Lee aad ber famil7 
ID tbia a■d affllc:tloa. llay the Lord comfort tbena b 
tbe llinciere pnyu of oar bearts. 

How ■weetly pana the Cbri11laa aua I 
Jail like 1h11 IUDHDU moaarch 11et 

1al1d1t doudlea utea bl• journey done, 
To rl• lo britrhter re11001 7et. 

0 I when the Cbrl1tiaa eod1 bis days 
Unaen a lovely Une ol rays. 

T1aat irs-,k bis calm departure bleat, 
And promises to tbOM wbo •ue 

Tbe UJDe beatitude of rat. 
M Guy, 

From The Fidd. 
Tlac Odd I■ the warW.-Mattbew tJ: 38. 

---o---
New Zealand. 

WA11Guu1.-Dro. Tomer bu a- here for a 
moatb HII foar weeb lled too quickly, but bis rish 
WU DOC • ban-en ODe : a youa1 pnwoa havla1 coo• 
leaed Chrlat wu buried wltb him In baptl1m. Bro. 
PuracJI 11 now preachlna, the aueadanc:e at the vari• 
ou m•linp beln1 well 1a11alaed. Tbe addlt!Olls for 
the ,ear an 25; rwmo•al• ◄; total ii.in aa. E.V. 

N•uo,i.-Bro. Jamea Hay la prachln1 bere 10 

rood aadialca. SIDCJe New Year fear have been 
added lo &lie ehurch. Prospec:u are 1ood. 

llarcb lllh. F.V.K. 
---o---

Vidoria. 

DA.1..1.AUT.-l ha" much pleasure In reportlnt 
lwo bapclam■ on Sunda1 11Yealn1,tbe lint fruit■ of the 
Sonday School for 1119'1. 

llucb 21. T.H.V. 

Ba11D1c.o.-Al a church meetlllg held lut week •11 

dadded to help Ir, atabllabin1 a church at Eaglcbawli. 
A ball ba■ -.. noted, aod &H bmhrea appolated to 
carr, oa tbe lo■pel .worlr for the fint qaarter, com
mac:ln1 lbe lint Saada7 In April. We trun we will 
ba able to nporl rood ne1r1 CODC9rlllo1 tbe work 
tbarw. 

Oar owa IDNllap an ■till .. 11 allended, and last 
Dltbl wa 19,jakmcl to h_,. oae make tbe 1ood coofes

lloa. 0111' laproftllMDl aoclet7 bu become 100 lar11 
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ror • r,rltate house, aad we now blrw a ball for av--, 

I 
jAMU COOK. 

meet DC· 
•ttLDUll4--Just a Ila• 10 let you lino• tbat -

ha,,. had one addllloo by faith aod baptism from the 
Lord's Day School. C:. A. FAULl<lfH, 

!\luuu1111■alfA.-The unlnr.ary wu ~lcbratcd 
on ?,larch lJth when approprlale addreuea _,.. d•· 
livered In the momln1 b7 T. JI Jennlop, lo the alter• 
noon by H. llamlll and la 1he e~la1 by T. J. Cook 
to 1ood aadlelloc,a. On Thursday eV'CtllDI a tea aod 
public meetin1 wu held, which •·u wdl auended. 
A her the refral11ne11u tbe cha.Ir wu taken by C. New• 
bam ud a varied procramme wu stven Short ad
dreaM by T. J. Cook, J. Clydesdale, H. Hamill, 
C, Jenner, aod G. B. lfoysey, abo musical aeleclloo• 
by tbe choir from Cbeltenbam. 

March 21. A.. DoAIC. 

-o---
Tasmania. 

HoauT.-Falr meetln,:s to-day. Two recdftd Into 
fcllowsblp thl■ momlnr, and one decblon to-nl1ht. 
Pral• the Lord. 

If arch 13 R G C. 

Here and There. 
Herc a little aod lbuc a liltk.-h.alab 25: 10. 

---o---
At Pctenham, Sunday night, a foll audience aod 

two confessloo.s; one from the Sunday School. 

Subscriptioaa received, ForcJp Mission and Res
cue Homo acknowleditmcnt• crowded out at lut 
moment. 

A pldure of the new chapel at Frem:i.ntle, W.A., 
1oge1her with a full account of the openins meetlocs. 
wUI appear aat week. 

Wllb tbl1 Issac w-e arc sending out a 1upplement 
with all agents' and a few 01her p.1rccls We hope 
our friends •111 make itood use of tiiem. 

The final rehe:anals for £:uter Cantata will be 
held upon the Friday evening•. ~farcb :z5 and April 1 

All lntcrnted are nquested to b1 pr=t. 

On llarch .5 tho Endcavoc CIAu 111 Hobalrt, Tu
manla,beld a most 1uCC1:Uful opcnin,t mceuni,and the 
prospcaa for &be coming )"ear 1eern bright 

Joba Gernuln, a vcry old dl~ple, of Qu~aslA:ld, 
"'-ent lo bl, rest on l-"eb. 18. He W"-' n good m:w, 
and pleaded most eame11ly and consistently for that 
which be bdle-,ed to be the tnllh. 

The Executive Commhlee of the South hland 
Conference, N Z , ba\'e Invited Dro. Greenwood 10 
pr-each the Conference Krmon. The Conference Is to 
be held at Christchurch thl1 >-" 

lo our Sunday School column of !\larch 10, we 
cn,diled lhe Saviour with ~Ila« Herod Aollpu ao 
.. ol,I lox." A. friendly altlc points out that Je1u1 
only called him a " lox.'' We stand ~ed. 

On last Sunday at about u o'clock noon Oro, Johu 
lfcGrqor of the Ascot Vale church died. He wu • 
magolfi01at specimen or Christian manhood, and one 
am00111 the truest men we have ever known. A. suit
able obituary will appear nut week. 

R. G. Cameron bas just returned from a month'■ 
visit to lmprasloa Day, Tasmania. He prached 
more than 20 times. and 11reogtht1Ded very matttially 
the hanth of the ■all\tl lo that quarter, and creating 
quite an lolerest amongst thOJe ouulde. 

In "Selected Paracrapb1" column will be found 
the prix.e p&rarrapb1 la order ol merit. If lhe seaden 
will forward aanes and addreucs on post-card aayln« 
•bat tbe1 would like h will be forwarded. Pleue 
de■IJaate par&arapb for whlcb you cl■lm book. 

llarda 14, I I 9I. 

Vldoriaa Collfcnmca meetlDI wUI be beW M fol. 
lows :-Tempera1101 meedn1 Tunda7 enabatl sail 
April. Slater■' Conference Wcdnada7 6, :a 30 ud 7.,a. 
<Antal& "Shiloh,'' Tbunday 8"'9Diq, 7 ◄J. Cea . 
eral Confermce on Good FrldaJ tbe 1111. mm ...... 
at 10. Home MluJon meetla1 on the nalq of* 
8th at 7.30. Foreign Mission mmtlo1 oa Salarda1 
cYCDla1 the 9th, at 7 30. 

Th• Vldoriu Coo(erecoe Eaa1 by Bro. 11._ 
will be read and dl.Kuucd oa Saturda7 aftenoaa u 
3. Subjed-"The Apostolic Cbim:b: Its Doctrlae ... 
Dbdplloe." 

Bro. M. W. Greea wtll dcliwer tbe Coalennce S. 
moa on Lord"■ Day aftemoon at 3. Sabje4-"Tlle 
Great Purpose of LIie " All meetia11 held In Lna-
1u1:et ch■pel. 

The Annul Picnic wlll ba beld at tbe Hortlcallaral 
Societies' Gardena oa Easter Moaday. Tlae, .,. 
located between Burnley and HawthorD. Tr■lm wW 
■top at picnic atallon. 

Coming Events. 

SUNDAY ScnooL U1110N ANN0AL EuMIIIA• 
Tton ,oa 189S.-Tbe "T1tUlun•" EUDUaatloa wlU 
be held oo Wcc'oeeday EHnlna, March JOCb. at 
Swan,100-11. Lec:tuni Hall, 7.')0 &harp. All latendlar 
competitor■ are reqae■ted to tab DOte. J.S ll., Sec. 

Acknowledgments. 
Tbc .Uwr • minct aod tlac rold I■ mine, wtla ti. 

Loni o1 baa.-Hacpi a: I. 

PIONEER SUBSCRlPTIONS. 
From Feb. 1 to March IS, 1'91. 

Joseph Wricbt, )hff-tW, N.S.W., 10/.; H. 
Wright, Pertb,W A.., 4/-; L. Farrow, Senic:etoa.Vlc.. 
6/-; S. Dcnfoni, Pe1cr■bam, N.S.W., 10/-; Mra. Btadi• 
iagham, Mangatuaold, 9/•; R l.aaRley, Galaqall,Vlc.0 

20/-: J H. Tiuou. 9/6; H.G."Vaston,"\irJ-

A .C STA~'DARD SUBSCRlrTlONS RECEIVED 
Ju. Hastlnp, 16/3: H. E. Quire, H. Cunla, H. 

W. Sinclair, 5/-; S. J WestwUO't jr .. 10/• 

Ellabctb-tl , M. McLau.>.x, Llqaida&ar 
528 Melbounie. for A.C. StaDdanl Co. 

VICTORIA.~ !.IISSION FUND. 
Church, Wedderburn •• [5 o 

\'arrawalla I 10 

Ballarat We,t S o 
Croydoo o S 
Drummood og 
J<aniva I 10 
Ullimur . . 11 o 

., &huca. per Slater E. MIU I o 
Bro. J H. 1'1ssott, Wlnslo'W . • o 4 
Bro. A. E. Seedsman, Geeloa1, . 

" Milford,'' 
Cburc:b-11 , Hawthorn. 

, .. ., . 
J. A. D.1nsa. n.:a. 

W ANTED.-For Grocery Dusi..-, Coaell7 
Steady Young Man, 18 to 20 1•an. llmt Uft -
experienoe. Write to "Grocer,'' c/o A. B . ......., 
Austral Publi1bln1 Co., statlq a~ ..S .::% 
r-equlred o,-a- board, etc. llemberol Cb■rdl P 

WANTED TO l.lIT-Orclwd aboat • -':: 
lruit frees, lnclod1n1 4 acres of ■trawbemll ,l_ ~ 
1tood 6-roomed hou•. large bani. atabla. - . 
about 1lo acres of paddock■; ~t _.. • 
mediate ~a. U not let, a ~ _...,, 
quired. Applr Roaan S11Hu•• S11a.. 
via Drom■nL 
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