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Chrlstm.U. 
\Ve 11rc nol :imong those who frown upon 

Christmastide gaieties because of the prob• 

able heathenish origin of the observ11ncc of 

the d:iy. \Ve rc:idily admit that Jesus was 

not born on the 25th December, that shep­

herds were not watching their flocks by 

night on the open plnins in the dcplb of 

winter, and that in all probability tho day 

we call Christmas was originally celebrated 

as II pagan festival and "converted " into a 

Christian instilulion, just as the idolatrous 

temples were consecrated lo the new faith , 

But, however this may be, the fact remains 

that Christ wa.1 born sometime, that he came 

11s a little babe, and that childhood has tbu11 

been inseparably associ:i tcd in our minds 

with the greates t of a ll Gifts. In heathen 

lands no such prominence is given lo child 

life. Re:ilising this, it is well for us a l spe• 

cial timc.s to have the i;:rcat fact of our S:l\·• 

iour's advent broui;:ht prominen tly before 

our minds, and lo gather our children around 

while we again tell them the wonderful story 

of the Christ-child. It is well too tha t a t 

the advent of F.1thcr Christmas the little 

stockings should be filled and the little hearts 

gladdened. And while we reflect upon the 

angels' Iheme of "good will toward men," it 

will not be amiss if we catch up the strain, 

and out of our abundanco send something 10 

help the needy nround us. This is a goo<l 
lime to remember tho Rescue Home, the 
Burwood Doys' Home nnd similar institu­
tions. It is a good time to re-echo the 
apostle's words : " Thnnks be unto God for 
lus un speakable gift," 
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What Shall the Harvest Be? 
H ome Missions ha\·e the right or way 

JUSt now in Victoria a nd New South \Vales . 

Janunry 1st is the day to which our Confer­

ence Committees have been looking hope• 

fully forward, nnd they arc nsking, "\Vhat 

sha ll the harvest I.Jc?" Upon the resulrs of 

this harvest depends the harves t of souls, r!nd 

upon tbat bnn·est depends the still greater 

harvests to be reaped in future ages. Tho 

bnrvest truly is great, but the la.borers arc 

few, and it will be but mockery for us to 

pray tho Lord of tlro har\'est to send forth 

more laborers if we wllhhold the requisite 

financial support for them. Of all people 

wc ought to ue the most liberal in supporting 

missions, for t" ·o reasons; 1st. \Ve plead for 

a restoratiou of New Testament Christianity, 

a nd that was essenti:illy missionary. 2nd. 

\Ve leach that the Lord snves men by the 

Gos pel, not by some mysterious agency 

apart from the \Von], and upon 11s therefore 

comes with greater force the responsibility 

to contribute means to send tho Gospel. It 

pleases God to ~ave men by the foolishness 

of preaching, :ind it pleases him that we 

should support the preachers. It is possible 

th:it for local reasons the officers io some 

churches may not deem it wise to take up a 

collection for H ome l\Jlssions, but we trust 

such cnses will be rare. The need is great ; 

the field is l:irgc, and the funds low. Our 

pica is a clorious ooe, but unless we c:in 

reach the pcoplo with it, its power must be 

unfelt. L et e11ery member make a New 

Year's gHl to the Conference Funds in the 

the two colonies n:imed. Those who prefer 

can send direct to M. l\lcLell:in, 528 Eliza• 

!Jeth-street, Cnrlton, Victoria, or to R. Steer, 

"Lares," Stanmorc-ro:id, Stanmore, N.S .\V. 

"Tho liberal soul shall be made fat." 

Retraspe.ct and Prospect. 

closing there hnvo been wars :ind rumors of 

wars, that our own nation h11.s narrowly 

escnped being drawn into serious conflict 

over the Fashoda incident and Chiaeseaffairs, 
:ind that the chrilised nations are groaning 

under the weight of military prepuations, 

whilo Europe, with its twelve millions of 

trained soldiers ready for action nt a mo­

ment's call, is little more than no armed 

camp. And yet there is a bright side to all 

this. The Spanish-American war bu re­

sulted in religious and politicnl liberty being 

accorded to over tweh-e millions of down• 

trodden humanity and the humiliation at the 
hnnds of II Protestant nation of 011e of the 
greatest and mo!t cruel p:ip;al po'lt'en, The 

British conquests in the Soud:in 110d the 

withdrawal of the French from Fll5hoda arc 

importnnt advances townrds the construction 

of a railway from Alc.undri11. to tho Cape. 

The>• indicate the impotence of Islam, o.nd 

the powerlessness of France to binder the 

march of Protestant progress through the 

Dark Continent, by which ll hundred million 

pag11.ns will be brought within the range of 

British Influence and the country opened to 

the gospel. Whether the dark clouds hang• 

iog o\'er China shall be quietly dispelled, or 

burst in a war Marni, in either case it is 

certain tha t her four hundred millions of 

people can DO longer isolate themselves from 

W estern ch·ilis:i tion and that Christianity is 

destined to h:ive :i free course in that im­

mense land in lhe near future. Then, too, 

we m\.151 not forget that for the first Lime in 

the world's his tory a powerful monarch has 

proposed an internation:al conference to con­

sider the question of gencrnl disarm:iment, 

and that the conference is nctually to meet 

in February next. It may be too much to 

c.xpect any immediate \'isiblc result, or that 

:irmies :ire to be at once abolished, but as nil 

things must ha\'e 11 beginning, we may surely 

reasonably hope that eventually the proposal 
Once more the season of the year reminds 

us of the angels' song, "Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 

men." This was sung 1900 years ago, but 

the world is not filled with the "glory of tho 

Lord " and there is DOI yet "peace on earth." 

The possimist m11.y point out thnt in the year 

of the Cur will de\ldop into something prac­

tical. But in lhe meantime we may rest 

:issured that Go<l will m:ike the wr:ith of 

man to praise him, and that ulti mately the 

e:irtb shall be filled with the knowledge of 
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tbe Lord. In thl■ confidence let DI entor 
upon 
11 Aaolbar ,- of prosraa. IIIIOlber )'UI' of pralN, 

ADotbar ,- of prcmo1 his ~01 all tbti da,-.. 
Aaotbs ,-of RrYICI, of wl!DaW for bla Ill\-. 
ADatbs ,-of tnlnlo1 few boll• work abo\-.." 

nm 

Australian Christian. 

The Leader. 
Slam J'& la the ,ny,, and-, and uk for the old 

Jl&l&a.-Janmlah 6 : 16. ---o---
Glory to Goel In the Hirhat. 

Looked at from a critical ,tandpoiot, it ls 
quito posslblo to urgo 10me objections against 
the observance of Christmas. It may be 
urged, for instance, that it is not a New 
Te■tameot lo1titutloo. That it sprang into 
existence, along with other religious festivals, 
in tho fourth century, and bad its origin in 
the Church of Rome. Further, that the 
birthday of Jesus, which lt purports to ceJ. 
ebrate, cannot be fixed with any certainty, 
and consequently that the t11Yenty-fifth of 
December i■ only an arblttary date, which, 
la all probability, bad no cbrooological con­
aectloa with tho natal day of our Lord. 

The Australian Ou-lstJan. 

Having stated these objection!, It 11 now 
In order to enquire If they constitute any 
valid argument, against the continued ob• 
servaoce of the day in commemoration of 
tho birthday of Christ. Io our opinion they 
do not. In the fint place, it is not to be 
presumed, without evidence, that everyt~log 
which sprung from the Church of Rome 11 of 
necessity to be avoided. £veo out of Rome 
10me rcood thing may come, and without 
doubt the colebration of Christmas bas bcen 
tho means of conveying untold blessings lo 
the human race. And in the second place, 
if the precise day on which Jesus was born 
cannot be ascertained, it dol!I not follow that 
,ve arc prevented thereby from fixing upon 
an 11pproximate time io which to commem­
orllle the occurrence of the greatest event in 
the history of the world. The day itself is 
notbioi;-tbe fact is everytbioi;. The fact 
that Jesus Christ was born io Bethlehem of 
Judea about nineteen centuries ago Is beyond 
the region of dispute. Aod if, throughout 
the civilised world, men freely and i;ladly 
agree to set apart a day to mark the import• 
ance of this event, who among the sous of 
men bas a right to say they shall not? How• 
ever, let this be as it may, we are not now 
specially concerned nbout the validity of 
Christmas day. It is here, and h11ving lasted 
fifteen centuries is likely to last to the cod of 
time. The question rather for us to nnswer 
is" \\That does it mean?" Not what docs 
it mean lo a purely critical sense, as to ety­
mology, chronology and such like, bul what 
it means in so far as the prirnury fact it cele­
brates is concerned, aod the influence this 
fact bas exerted and continues to ei..crt upon 
the human family. 

The fact itself, from n bistoricnl point of 
view, is simple enough. It is only lhe story 
of how a child was born. Yet simple ns the 
story is, it marked the beginning of a new 
era in the world's history. "This gr~at 
event," uys Presscuse, "the most moment­
ous io the history of the 'World-since it 
divides it into two ,;real parts, and is the 
bidden pole around which gravitate nil hu­
man destinies-took place as uobeeJ~d as 
the most obscure. No one marked it, ex­
cept the aoi;els in heaven, and some shep­
herd• who were kecpioir their flocks on one of 
the bills which surround Bethlehem. It was, 
doubtlcs1, ooe of those beautiful Oriental 
nights when the heavens proclaimed nothing 
but mercy. These simple men were chosen 
as the first to recei\'c the good tidings of 
i;reat joy, because they were waiting for it. 
Everything lo those fields, where the young 
David, like themselves, had fed bis flock, 
reminded them of the promise made lo bis 
race, aod they, a■ well as the scribes at J cru­
ulem, had doubtless read the my1terio111 
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oracle, wl1lch declared that the ,·ery ground 
they were treacling should be lhe cradle or 
Messiah. Suddenly the startled air resound■ 
with a mysterious choir: they hear angelic 
voices, aod divine words proclaim In their 
ears-

• Glory to God In lhe blghnt : 
Peac.e on aarth, sood will towvda ma.• 

The shepherds believed the things which 
were spoken. They deemed It not strange 
-and we are at one with them-that angels, 
man's elder brothers, dwellers in a purer re­
gion, where evil had not come, should cele­
brate with their sweetest songs such aa 
event as the birth of the Redeemer." Sach 
in briefest Corm, is the " old, old story," but 
which, in the telling of it, century after tell• 
tury, i!' ever new. The song which tho an­
gels sang bas never ceased, nor lost its mel­
ody. True, we cannot bear their voices, but 
the obidini; influence rerpains forever. AU 
along the centuries its melody ha■ beea 
heard, nnd though it bu not destroyed tbe 
selfishness of man, it has done much to les­
sen it. Our best writers have felt its power, 
and breathed its influence into the stories 
they have written. Thus the finest things 
Cbulcs Dickens evn wrote are found In bl■ 
Christmas Stories. In a masterly way they 
tell us how the Christ spiiit is ohroad at joy­
ous Christmns time, and, bow, even into lbo 
hardest of hearts; divine charity finds an en• 
trance. Shakespeare too, describet bow, 
e\·en the superstitious of the people wero 
hallowed by the associations of the season:-
" Some say, that ever 'galost that -- CDlllel 

Wherein oar Su ioar'1 birth b celebR&ed, 
The bird of daW'Di111 slageth all ol1hl loot; 
And 1hen, tiler uy, no 1ptrll can wallt abroad: 
The nlshis are wbole90Clle; thai no planet atrlllea, 
No Wry taliea, nor witch b11h power to chum, 
So gl'llcioUS and so hallowed b the lime." 

Thus, the master minds of English literature 
show the abiding impression which the ad• 
vent of Jesus bas made upon our race. An 
impression which is not confined to men of 
God alone, but which is also seen in others. 
who, thoui;h not in Christ, are unconsciously 
swayed by the power of bis matchless life. 

All this only tells us of what might be, If 
meo uni\'ersally would give themselvea en• 
tirely into the bands of Christ to shape and 
mould their lives. The indirect lnfiuence or 
Christi11nity is a force more powerful than 
meo generally think, but its direct influence 
is a lever to lift the world. If men would 
but receive the meSS:lge of the angels into 
their hearts, it would make our earth a para• 
diso reg11ioed. It is because men do not 
realise this that the question lsasked, 11

\\
1bcre 

is the • peace upon earth and soodwiU toward• 
men • that the angels sang about l l£ they 
promised it, why hne they not (ulfillod their 
promise l The world, after olneteea cen• 
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turics, Is still at war, is s till la n state or 
unres t. SeHisbaess, oppression and cruelty 
nrc still rifo in our laud. When then is this 
promise to bo realised ?" The answer is 
simple-the promise or mesSllge wns not 
given to the world a t lnrse but to the iodi• 
vidulll , nnd oaly to the ,vorld throucb the 
individua l. Peace nod sood"-i ll mean tho 
absence or sin, and the nbseocc o( sin means 
the reigning or Christ in the iadividual heart. 
The message of the angels mea nt that Christ 
came ns the bearer of good tidings to nil, 
aad tbat the acceptance of the good tidings 
ia\·olved peace on earth and goodwill towards 
men. \Vhntever measure of these is found 
upon earth now, is the direct and incli, ect 
result or the acceptance of Christ by indi­
viduals both of the past and present. Thnt 
which brin(:'s "glory to God in the highest " 
is the salvation of men from sin. If the 
time ever comes that men universally accept 
Christ ns Lord and Master, it will be then, 
that iu the widest nod fullest 5enst", the 
soag which the angels sang over the plains 
of Bethlehem will be realised. 

The Australian Christian for 1899. 

In response to my nppc.1 for sugs~ tioas 
to help to make the paper better and to ia • 
crease the circulation by at least 500, l ba,•c 
received a lot of answers. As to making the 
paper belier the difficulty is how I am to fo) . 
low all the advice I h11.ve received. Somo 
think a good story would be just the thing, 
something light and niry, bright and breezy, 
while just nbout the sa me number object 
even to our modest family dcpattment, think­
ing that the whole of the pnper should be 
~ivca up to purely good sound religious rend­
mg. I am advised by some to throw the 
paper open to the free discussion of all k inds 
of rclii,ous questions. The trouble I ha ve 
found is to get people to write within rCAson• 
able limits, on live topics and in n kindly 
spirit. A good many letters nre now repos­
ing in a speci.11 piseoa hole I have for that 
purpose, or have found their way into the 
lower regions of the waste bnsket, that mii;ht 
have bcca airing tht:mselvcs on the smilmg 
pages of the C11R.JSTIAN had they been sweet 
iastc.ad of sour. I simply will not while I 
m11nage the paper have Its pages soiled with 
things of this kind, If subscribers will write 
In a dignified cou1tcous manner of living is­
sues in reasonnble fpace, room will be found 
for them. Ooe brother wants us to have n 
l-l,al/11 Col,111111. I shnll be glad oc~sionally 
to publish articles of this kmd, but would 
not like to promiso it ns a weekly a rrange­
ment. A sood rnnny would like to see more 
news. So would I, but for the life of me I 
~•1 hring myself to the 1J ea of manufactur­
ing news. I want ull the news of a ll the 
churches of nil t he colonies, but it must he 
news. Send a long J our news every week on 
pos tcards, brief a n to the point. I do not 
think tha t our subscribers would like to sec 
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the paper la rgely taken up with long reports 
of things of merely loca l interest. J\ brief 
line or two will he sufficiimt for mnny thiai:s , 
nod help to make the paper interC!lting. Bits 
of church news or personal mentions on n 
postcard for our Here nod There will be 
grc.-itly appreciated. To all these good 
friends we nc thankful for their words of 
encouragement and appreciation. The sub­
scription lis t is i:;ratlually though slowly 
rising, which I take as n good sign, and I 
nm hoping nod working for the time when 
rnch wcrkly i~sue will he as lari:e RS the 
present ilo11Llll number. A good fow o( 
our correspondents seem to think that the 
financial aspect of the paper is a small 
affair. If they had to run it they would 
find that it wns not only a very lnrice 
but a very real nfTair. Every Saturday 
the men who do tho work have to be 
pnid ; the paper, ink, postns e, &c., &c., 
have all to ue paid for, nod we nre sure th:it 
our gre11t l,rotherbood would not have it 
otherwise. \\'hile I run the paper it must 
pay its war like ., well-bcbnvcd po1pcr oui:ht 
to do. \\ e send out a good few copies for 
which we do not expect to receive payment, 
because 1hc partie..c; arc unable to pay, but 
those who pretend to l,c suhscnhcrs must 
pay up or the paper will be stopped. It mny 
!Jo bard a nd harsh, hut it must he done. No 
one c.·m have m uch of an idea, unless they have 
tried it, of the work involved in conducting n 
paper like the C11 R1ST1AN. This I have tried 
to do tho best I could. I nsk nil our friends 
to do what they c:in to help me. 

A. D. ~[ASTON. 

Original Contributions. 
Suk t~t ye nuy excel to tlK t.dllyinf of the di.urch. 

- , CorinLht~n• 14 . 12. 
---o---

Chrlst.lans and Amwtmcots. 
DV R, G. CAl lERON, 

It is perhaps one of the most vital 
<Juestions in practicnl Christianity, bow far 
the people may i:u in indalgence Ill the pop­
ular amusements o( the hour: How far they 
may go without injury to themselves, to the 
church, 11.nd to their neighbors-to 1111 or to 
1rny one of these. 

The question is vital, because of the 
interests involved. It is to be lenred tbut 
the best nnd highest mteres l, -thc s piritur:i.l 
well -hems of mauy of tbc profcsse<l follow ers 
of Christ, is beins serio usly impcrillei.l, ns a 
result of their participa tion in somo one or 
other of the mnuy forms of popular a:nuse-
111ea1. It is to uo feared too, that many who 
arc not Clmsu nns, arc beiag hindered ID 
their acceptance of the gos pel, because of the 
example scl them hy church members , 
whom they know to be devoted to forms of 
,u nusemcnt and rccrc:itioa, tha t nrc incon• 
sistcnl with their profcs.sion, nod as a con• 
seq uence of this, serious injury is done to 
the church, and teproacb nnJ d ishonor 
is cn~t upoa it, and the gospel of Christ is 
hindered. 

The amusements of tbi~ age, which 
iaclui.lcs a ll the i;a 111es , s ports, , ecreati vc 
cxerci!.Cs and the va tious forms of cntert a in-
111cn1, may be classihcd uoder th ree heads-

I , Those \\ hich arc essentia lly vicious in 
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their character and injurious in Lbei,r effects. 
::i. Those which, while harmle~ 10 them• 

selves are in consequence of tbe1r a ssocia ­
tions, injurious. 

3, Those which are in tbcm~ lves harm­
less, nod nre free from evil assoc1atfons and 
effects. . 

It is no part of my present purpose to ID· 
dicnte to which of the nbove-nnmed classes, 
the vnnous form& of amusement belong. 
We must cncb decide the ques tion for our• 
selves :i.s the need for the decision :irises. 
The question I want to di~c~u is_, wbnt 
should be our attitude ns CbnsllllllS, m rela• 
tion to the vnrious forms of amusement 
which come under the nbo,1e bends. As 
respects those ,vbich come under the firs t 
category there is of course no room for 
discu!Stoa, os lo what our Attitude ■hould be. 
\\'c must lc11vc them severely alone. Indeed 
no Christian would desire to do otherwise. 

Then with regard to those that co1~e 
under the third cl:i.ss, named above, there 1s 
no doubt, I apprehe!ld as to our !il>_erty lo 
indulge in them n11th1n proper l11n1talJ111U. 
I emphasise the proviso for the obvious reason 
that it is possible to engage in amusement s 
:i.nd recre:itions which arc perfectly innocent 
in tbcmseh-es to , ucb nu cAtent, and involv­
ing the expenditure o( so 1nuch time, th:i.t 
it becomes a positive evil . But, within 
proper limitations, if they are of such a 
chara cter, nod are so free from objectioo11ble 
nssociatioas that their indulgence precliiilea 
the possibility of injury either to ourselwa 
or other~; then, we certainly a rc free to C!II· 
gnge in thl'm. 

But now, with respect to those nmusc• 
mr.nts which come uader the second cate­
gory-those which arc generally resnrded a s 
beias in themselves innocent, but which 
ba,·c nssocintions of n more or less undes ir­
able and injurious chnrncter. \Vhat s hould 
be our attitude in respect to these? This is 
a question that bas been fruitful of discus ­
sion in the p;ist, and the necessity for its re• 
discnssion is constantly recurring. 

\.Vbat are the principles by which we 
should be guided in resard to these things ? 

1. T iu pn°r1C1/u of self-pm m;ation.-l put 
forwnrd the 5ellJSb motive firs t, howbeit, it is 
n perfectly legi11matc motive for s cJf. preser­
vation is the first law of nature, and we have 
no right to do anything or go an)•wbere 
except within the sphere or Chris tian duty, 
if our doing so involves self-injury either 
physical or moral. If any pastime or nmusc­
meat is injurious to the bo<lily health, or 
detrimental to the spiritunl life of tho 
Christian. 1£ 11 involves the neglect of a ny 
duty, nod its t endency is to foster a distas te 
for higher a nd better things, then clearly i t 
is our duty to forego It, a nd :rny passing 
pleas ure we might desire from it. 

2 , IV, should bi guu{,d by that J>rincifle of 
ditt1111 charily which G111Ulra 111s ru to fortco flu 
gr.tlijicali4ns of 011, orrn d,s1r1s, an,J pl,asirrgs f or 
the wtll-bern" of otlu rs .- Therc cnn be no 
reasoanblo doubt o f the applica tion of t he 
:apostle Pnul's tc::11chiai;: to the Rom;rns ( 14 
nod 15) nod the Corinth1nas (1 Cor : 8 ; 10 : 
23-33). 

There nuy be 111nny thi ngs tha t arc 
11 lawful " ia tbe111scl,·cs, bu t, they m ny no t 
ue II expedient," and so for from 1c.11ding to 
edify Ibey may be for pulling down, a nd in 
such cases the a postles IDjuoction is " L et 



DO man aeek bit own, but each bis neighbor'■ 
good" (1 Cor. 10: 2.4). There may be 
many thing■ In the way or amusement 
which In themselves arc barmles■ and w~ 
feel 10 far H wo ourselves are concerned we 
can Indulge In them without detriment, 
and la auch ca■e1 we have undoubted liberty; 
but we must " lake heed lest thi■ liberty of 
oun becomes a stumbling block to the 
weaJc," (1 Cor. 8: 9), and U It be &0

1 
then 

the apostles' determination must be ours 
" \Vberefore of meat maketb my brother t~ 
stumble, I will eat no flesh for e\·ermore " 
(1 Cor. 8: 13). 

It !• Idle lo objcc~ here th_at the apostle Is 
tpealung of a spcc1fic subject and not in 
general term,, for be says II It is good not to 
eat flesh, nor lo drink wine, nor to do any­
thing \\'hereby thy brother stumbleth " 
(Rom, 14: 21). 

3• IV, s/ro,Jd b, fNidt4 by • ,eugnition of 011, 

rtrpo,uihility os •nnbm of tlu du,ch of God, to 
lo ,u,/1,ir,g that fl?ill 6, su/J11miv, of its inlmsts. 
-Let u1 remember that it i■ "the church 
or God," a divine institution, not a mere 
human organization, the church, " which he 
purchased with bis own blood" (Acts 20: 28), 
the church " which is the pillar and support 
of the truth'' (1 Tim. 3: 15). The church, 
which is" the body of Christ," of which "he 
11 the bead" (Epb, 1 : 22). To this" church 
of God" we must "give no occasion of 
■tumbling" (r Cor. 10: 32). 

Recently, a solicitor who had been guilty 
of a violation of some principles of honesty 
and integrity, which should r.ubsist between 
1101ieitor and client, bad his nnmc i.truck off 
the rolls u a practitioner of lbc Supreme 
Court of this Colony, this aclion being taken 
at the instance of the Law Society. And 
wby 1 Because bis conduct w:as recognised 
aa being unworthf a. member of lbat body, 
and a■ bringing discredit and dishonor upon 
It, Of" bow much M>rcr punishment shall 
be be thou~bt worthy" who is the mrans of 
bringing dtsbonor o.nd reproach upon the 
church of the living God. And yet, probably, 
there It nothing which lends more to dis­
credit the church In the eye1 of the world, 
and to limit and destroy its influence, than 
the fact that 50 many of its members arc 
found following after the doubtful amuse­
ments and pleasures of this world. 

4. JV, 1/tot,IJI b, 111idtd in tl,.is """''' of 
a•N1a1111l1 "7 • m:ogttitiOff of 011, ol,/igatiott to 
"u all lltiitg1 lo l/r1 tlory of God.'' ( 1 Co,. 10 : 
Jl,}-By this I understand that we should 
have constantly before our mind& the " glory 
of God," the promotion of which i■ our pur­
pose and aim. Consequently all our conduct 
and actions will be in view of and with reference 
to that. I know well that tbit is a bl~h ideal 
of Chriat~o life and conduct : an ideal to 
which too few, alas I attain. Still, it is an 
ideal that is set before us by the apostles, at 
which we should aim. Let this principle 
guida u1 in lhe matter of worldly amuse­
ments and we ■hall seldom be found com­
promising our name and position as members 
of the church of God. 

~• Finally there is this considcro tion, 
which thould weigh with us, and influence 
our course in relation lo this subject. A■ 
Chriatlan1, we arc not dependent for bappi­
Deat In thl1 life upon tho extent of our indul­
gence In worldly amu1emcnt1-at lealit, ii we 
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are, there Is 50mething radically ~Tong with 
our reli~ion. 

If there Is not In the religion we profess 
1,ometbing which i■ 1ufficicot 10 11tisfy lhe 
deep longings of our &0ul1, aand which makes 
u1 superior to, o.od lifts us above the paltry 
baubles of this world, and which it lobcls­
aod falsely labcl1-happlness, then let 111 be 
1ure or it, we have made 10me mi1t:ilce and 
hne failed to get tho genuine article. 

It is beneath the diJ:nity of our position 
aa members of the royo.l family of hcaveo­
ns children of tho living GoJ, to descend, to 
stoop, to join with the children of lhis worlll 
in o.n un1ecmin~ly scramble for a 1h:ue of 
the husks of thi$ world's enjoymeot. Let 
them have it if they will, and eojoy It if they 
c:an, but as for us, let us feed our souls on 
" Heaven's Diviner food " and he satisfied. 

Selected Articles. 
WIN mai by up bowkd~.-Pro,..,,bt 10 : r4-

Papyri and the New Testament, 

Tho discovery of the Logia, the PotmJ of 
Ba"hylid,s, and olber remains of ancient lit­
erature amongst the papyri of the Gr.cco­
Roman period, bas dt\'ertcd allentlon in some 
degree from the documents representing dnily 
hfc nod business which have been found in 
enormous quautille!>. Yet the latter, how­
ever trivial and unattractt\'C they may o.ppear, 
nre full of interest and vlllue for the student 
of history and language. They enable him 
better than mnytbio$ else lo realise bow peo­
ple lh•ed in Egypt an the centuries immedi­
alely precedang nod following the birth of 
Christ, and how Greek was spoken and writ­
ten by the common people and the servants 
of the Government during that period. They 
are therefore exceedingly belplul for lhe study 
of tba New Tcstm:ient an the original. \Vords 
which arc either rare in literary Greek (GS we 
know it), or quite absent, nre found to have 
been in free circulmtion in later times ; ood 
many words and phra!>e.S receive fresh light 
from their legal or popular application u 
shown in these ancient records. This de­
partment of search is, it i1 true, still in its in­
fancy, but an excellent beginning has been 
made by a German scholar, Licentiate G. A. 
Dcissmann. Hts first series of "Biblical 
Studies," iii.sued in 1895, dealing with lhis 
kind o( illustration and thnl denved from in­
scriptions, is now followed by '.I second, It 
Is a small book, for it bns only 109 pages, 
and is by no means ensy reading, but 11 full 
of curious nod intere~l111g matter. The fol­
Cowing notes arc based on gleanings from 
its learned p:ages :-

( 1) Malt, 6 : 2, "They have received 
their reward.'' The Greek word translated, 
"hove received," is tho regular term used in 
the papyri for the giving of a receipt. " I 
ba\'e received in full the whole price agreed 
on," runs a st:alemeut in a document drawn 
up In the Fniyum in the yc.ir 44 A,D., that is, 
about the time of Peter's 011raculous deliver­
ance Crom prison. The hypocrites referred 
lo in Ibo Sermon on the Mount bad got all 
which they were legally entitled to receive. 
They had so to speak, given a rccc:lpt Cor It, 
and bad therefore no more to claim. 
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(2) Luke 15: 12, "The portion • • • • 
that falletb to me," wa■ a tcchinical t~rm. or 
ancient law. The prodigal couched b11 wtsb 
in colt.I, legal language, at 11ucb a gracelau 
youth might be expected to do. More than 
one papyrus hu the pbraae In the same con­
nection, 

(3) Roman■ rs : ,8, " I bave se:1led to 
them this fruit.'' Jo a papyru■ of the Fa1yum 
of the &eeood century A,D., one Cbaeremon 
wrote to one Apolloniua, "Sul tho wbc.al 
and the l.uarlcy," that is, 1h11 sacks containing 
the wheat and the barley. A scaled uck 
wu duly authenticated. The aeuder bad 
Jone his part as a c.ap:iblc aud ~onc~t Tan or 
busin~s. So" I have 1ealed 1h11 fruit mu~l 
mean " I ba\·e duly forwudcd it," " I have 
acted in a regular and honorable way." 

(4) t Cor. 6: r, " Having a matter against 
bi• neighbor." Tbe word Cor "matter" 11 
often found in the Faiyum papyri in the 
6CDSC or .. la wsult.'' 

(s) Col. 2: 14, "The bond.'' A very 
common word in this ~nse in the p:ipyn. 
Maoy of these "bonds" have been preserved, 
and some or them are croucd to show that 
the obhgatioo baa been cancelled. 

(6) Several papyri contain the word 
"cider" or " presbrter" in associatioo with 
the word •• priest.' Epptian heathenism 
knew or" cider prle~ts..' Mil)' not the use 
of the term have facilitated tho tran■Corma­
tion or the 1pastolic " cider" or " pre1b1ter" 
into the pnest of later times i'" The rue of 
sacerdotalism In the Christian Church may 
have been aided by pagan terminology. 

(7) I Peter 1: 7, James 1 : 3, "The proo( 
of your faith.'' The word for " proof" is 
found ago.in and again in the papyri of "guod 
gold," gold which bas stood the test. So here 
the word may mun " what i1 genuine lo 
your faith.'' This interpretation makes the 
words of Perer far more intelligible. 

(8) 1 Peter 2 : 2, "The spiritual milk 
which is without guile.'' The Greek Cor 
" without guile" occurs io a papyrus o( un­
adulterated wheat. So it is not improbable 
that it was used or pure milk. 

(9) Rev. 1 : 10, "The Lord'• day.'' The 
word Cor" Lord's," the word from which our 
word "church " is usually supposed to be de• 
rived, is found in tho papyri in the tense or 
" l>elonging to the emperor.'' Now it scorns 
to be proved that the first day or a month 
was known in some pans of the Roman 
Empire ns" the Augustan day," or " the day 
of the emperor.'' It is not possible that the 
early Cbrislians may have been unconsciously 
influenced by this custom when they called 
the first day o( the week "tho Lord'1 day?" 
They named the first day of the month after 
the visible earthly ruler, tho first day or the 
week after the in\'isible King and Saviour in 
the heavens. 

Of course these tludies are quite independ­
ent of tho latest finds, but they give 10me 
idea of the mate, ial provide<l l,y the latter as 
well u by the papyri discovered some time 
ago. There is a very "idc field for atudy in 
in tbue ooo-lilerary documents. and tbuc 
is every rea50n lo believe that they will see 
the means of pouring a flood on New Tea• 
lament thought 1and dictum.-T/t, C/t,istur,. 
ll'"r/J, 
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Goel', Unspeakable Gift. 
!:Jv J. H. GARRISON 

It is oot nt nil strange tbnt Cbristmll!I 
should come to be regnrdcd as a dny of i:Hts. 
It is io the n11turc of the dny thnt giving 
should be nssociatcd with it. It is forever 
Hoked with the birth of Christ, God's great­
est gift to the world. It is this great fnct 
thnt underlies the spirit of generosity and 
kindliness which characterises the day. It 
is, indeed, a bnrd and selfish nature that 
thrills with no generous impulse on the 
approach of Christmas. There is about the 
day a genial atmosphere that thaws out, to 
some extent, the coldest nature. It is as if 
a warm breath from the tropics hnd blown 
O\'er the frozen regions of the north. or all 
the festivals of the year, this brings most 
cheer and gladness to the hearts of the many. 
The ioterprctalioo of this fact is to be found 
in the meaning and significance of God's 
greatest gift to the world on Christmas day. 

It is characteristic of love to cive. The 
lover is the ~realest giver. God is love. He 
is the bountiful ::iiver. Giving is the meas­
ure and manifestntioo of love. God so loved 
the world that he gave his ooly bcgotteo Son. 
lo this royal gift, all others arc iocluded. If 
God gave us bis Soo, what will he withhold 
from his children ? Let us pause to consider 
some of the things included io this gift. 

1 • .A tuw ro'"'ption of God. Christ brought 
to the world a higher and worthier cooccp­
rioo of the character of God. He unveiled 
to us the lo,•ing heart of the infinite Ooc. He 
showed us the Father. He made known to 
us the real character of God as it could only 
be manifested io a personality embodied io 
io the Acsb. Jesus told us of a father in 
heaven who is more willing to give good gifts 
to his children, than carthl,: parents cao be 
to be~tow gifts on their cb1ldreo. He told 
us that his Father loved mco-eveo sinful 
meo-so well, that He gave his only begot­
tco Soo to save them. He said his Father 
wus deeply coocerocd io all that relates lo 
bumao welfare, that he takes ootc of our 
struggles, our misfortunes, our burd,eos, aod 
that even tbc very hairs of our head are 
numbered. God gave to humanity bis Son, 
nod bis Son gnvc to humaoity a Father io 
hcavco. \\'hnt royal gifts arc these I 

2. A nuv ~n&t~l~n of 111an. The old book 
of Gcocsis bad told the race that man was 
mnde in the image of God, but the full sicoi­
ficaocc of that startling fact was never realised 
until Christ came ioto the world io the form 
of a man. It was whco the \Vord became 
f\csb aod dwelt among us, that men learoed 

· for the first time the sublime possibilitiei; of 
our human nature. Without wealth, with• 
out the lcamiog of tbe world, without socinl 
prestige, without the assistaocc of the great 
nod mighty, by the inherent power of a true 
aod unviliatcd m1rnhood, indwelt by the di­
vine Spirit, be resisted the temptations of 
Satan, the alluremeots of the world, nnd, 
treading the lowly path of sclf-S11crif1ce io 
ministering to others, he rose from poverty 
nnd obscurity, nod from the world's scorn 
nntl contempt, to be the mightiest among the 
mighty aod to be giveo n nnme that is above 
every otbet name. He ta ught us that God 
Is our Father, nnd thnt all men arc his child­
ren. He taught, not only the fatherhood of 
God, but th-: soosbip aod __ brotbcrbood of 
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man. This new conception of man, which 
Christ brought into the world, is revolution­
ising society, governments, industrial systems 
nnd theologicnl creeds. It is destined yet 
to work out important changes in constitu­
tions, overthrow dynasties, discrown royal 
tyrants nod place the sceptre ol po wer in the 
bands of the people. 

3. A nerv ronreption of ,tligion. It follows, 
unavoidably, that with a ocw conception of 
God and a new conception of mao, there 
must come a new conception of religion. 
Religion bas to do with the relation between 
God and mnn and grows out of such relation. 
Religion under the law, as ioterprcted by the 
Scribes nod Pharisees, had degenerated into 
outward ceremonials. Orthodoxy, among 
the Jews, when Christ came, consisted 
chiefly in s trictly adhering lo the traditions 
of the elders. Christ tnugbt a wholly differ• 
cot cooccption of rcligioo. It was somctbiog 
inward rather thao outward. It was spirit­
ual rather than ceremonial. It had to do 
with the principles of truth and righteousness 
rather than with traditioos and customs. lt 
sought lo purify the life by purifying the 
heart. Christ taught and practised a reli­
gion tbnt included wit bin its scope the whole 
race, and cont:iined hope for the lowest and 
most degraded or men. H e opened up the 
possibilities of a new birth and a new life of 
freedom for all the s truJ!'gling hood-servants 
or sin. Unlike the Rabbins or bis time be 
placed the emphasis upon the vital nod fuod­
amcotal things, iostead of upon the outward 
nod ceremonial. His religion exalted the 
lowly and the humble, nn<I brought down the 
high aod the haughty, and placed humanity 
upoo a common level before God. He laid 
stress upon the duties growiog out of our re­
la tions to our fellowmen, and we arc mio­
to him :iod rendering acceptable service to 
God. 

4. A 11,u, ronceptio11 of the kingdom of God. 
The kingdom which Christ came to establish 
was "not of tho world." In that resrect it 
antagonised the popular conceptioo o what 
that kingdom was to be, which prevailed io 
bis time. It was not to be a government of 
outward pomp and power like the empire of 
the Cresars or of Alexander or Cyrus, or cveo 
like that of David or of Solornoo. It was to 
be, nnd is, n spiritual kingdom, having for its 
domaio the spirit•1al nature of mao, and 
through that regulating bis cooduct. It is 
:in iotcrnal power, working outward, ool an 
ex ternal power working ioward. It consists 
not io meats nod drioks or other ceremonial 
regulations, but in righteousness, io joy aod 
in the Holy Spirit. It is not what the Jewish 
people expected it to be-a kingdom of this 
world, regulating reli~on io harmooy with 
Jewish traditions ; 0011bcr is it what many 
Christiaos have supposed it to be-a dh•inc 
power for the individual man, ad11pted ooly 
to the religious side of bis nature, and ba\·ing 
no rclatioo lo business, politics, government 
and social life. The kingdom or God is the 
divine government adapted to meo io :i.11 
their relationships 110d mnoifold activities. It 
seeks to bring governmeols, politics, ioslltu­
tioos, laws, customs, commerce, aod alJ the 
forms of industry and :imuscmeot, uoder its 
benign influeocc. In a word It seeks to pur­
ify a ll tho relatiooships of life, and to iotro­
duce a golded age in which the will of God 
shall be done oo earth as io heaven, 
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5. A 11ecu tra of hope._ The world's. be.art 
was heavy with despair. It was s10.ktng 
under the weight of sio and woe. Neither 
Jewish law, nor Roman government, nor 
Greek philosophy, could lift the race out ~f 
the mire of its moral corruption aod start 1t 
on an upward career. On this oigbt of the 
world's woe there shone the star of Bethle­
hem. Amid the darkness of despair there 
came the sublime Optimist, Jesus of Nazar­
eth. He believed in man and in the triumph­
ant power of righteousness. He saw the di­
vioc image in mao, marred though it was, 
and appealed to it. He overcame sin, Clln• 
qucred the grave, put bis foot on the neck of 
the tyrant Death, aod pointed the race to a 
glorious future. He showed mati his true 
worth aod 10spired humanity with a ocw 
hope. His gospel is a dlvioe potency for 
ovcrturnin~ Satan's empire, and makiog men 
free. He 1s the leader of a new humanity. 
His example aod tea.cbing have changed the 
face of the world. Hope sings iu triumph­
ant soogs wherever bis cross bas become the 
harbioger of victory. All wLo believe on him 
look for a oew heaven and a ocw earth where• 
io d wclleth rigbtcousoess. Hcathcoism abroad 
and materialism at home shall give way be­
fore the advaoce of bis victorious banner. 
His loyal legions arc marching forward 
uoder the iospiratioo of ao all-conqucriog 
hope. The lowly soos of toil, struggliog io 
the vale of poverty, have beard the notes of 
the aogcl-soog, the prelude to the anthem of 
the world's redemption, and, catching up the 
sweet refrain, have filled their cabios an:1 
hovels and work-shops with the music of 
hope. The Star of Bethlehem bas become 
the Star of Hope in the sin-burdened world. 

If these be some of the clements that 
cotcr into God's "uospeakablc gift," why 
should Christmas not be a day of unspeak­
able gladocss? Why should not every believ­
ing heart opco its door, wider still, for a 
royal welcome to the Christ, who brings with 
him such muoificcnt gifts? Blessed be the 
hearts, this Christmas tide, that offer bospit­
nblc welcome to God's Christmas gift-bis 
only begotten Son, our only Saviour and 
Kiogl 

How to Spend Christmu. 
\V, T. MooRB, 

Very few will seriously coolcod that 
Christmas is now spent as it ought to be. 
Iodced, it may be questioned whether the 
holiday seasoo is ao advantage at all. In 
any case there is ccrtaioly room for improve­
ment; aod coosequently I do not hesitate to 
make some suggestions in rcfcrcocc to this 
matter. 

1. It ought to be a period of rest. Cer­
tainly no labor should be performed which 
can be easily avoided. The Amcricao 
people give too much time to work. If the 
old proverb )>e true that " all work aod oo 
play makes Jack a dull boy," then there 
ought lo be a great many dull boys io the 
Uoitcd States; at nny rnle a great mnny 
men ; for there is oo couotry in the world 
where there is such a coost:aol strain upoo 
the iotellectual and physical energies as the 
Uoited States. It may be that the Mosaic 
lcgislatioo is not adapted to the conditions of 
our modern li£e; but all tbe Slime, I cannot 
help thioking that much of that legislatioo is 



1t l111t 1ucgesth"«I II to what would be besl 
for tha American people. Tbo hnacli1c1 
were DOt onl7 prohibi1eJ from labor on the 
Sabbath, but every wvcn years wu a SAb­
batfcal 7ear1 when labor wu pracUcally dl1-
contlnoed for twelve moatb1. Besides these 
r•trictfoa11 tho llcbrcw1 bad Crequent holl­
daJ■• or d.171 of commemoration, when all 
labor ceased throuchout the entire land. 

la most couatrlt'I of Europe there 11 much 
more atlcatiOD paid to holiday, than in this 
country. Ia Engl.lad tho hours of labor for 
the worldng man are generally limlled lo 
eight or tea, 11·blle there are four Bank holi­
days during tho year, in addi1ion lo the 
Chrislmu 1ea1on, and aevcral olbcr periods 
when labor is suspended. Besides these 
1pedlied times, ncarl7 every penon spends 
■e,·eral weeu In nery year at the seaside or 
at aome other slaco of recration. In ,hort, 
rest i1 regardc a• of quite as much import• 
aace as work. No doubt each bu its proper 
place, and consequently neither can be ne­
glected without incurring the risk of disaster. 
Hence, if for no other reason than the one 
iDtlmated, I would strongly favor the Christ­
mu season. 

2. Clinsl•tU 011tlal to hi f,u frot11 di1.Sif'ltio11. 
Rejoicing does not necessanly in\'olvc an 
Ulegitimate lndul~ence of the appetile, 
Gluttony if not a 11n is at Je:u;t a crime, for 
no man bu a right to 1l11y bis 1tornach any 
more than lo slay bis fellowmen. In this 
sense cluttony i, both a 1in and a crime. 
The excessive use or ardent spirit, is only 
one way of 1bowiog our disregard for the 
law■ or bCAltb. But both eating an<l drink­
ing have entirely too prominent a place during 
our Christmas bollday1. Many people 1eem 
to think that the main purpose of 1hcsc holi­
day, is to furnl1b an opportunily to gorman­
dize. This ls surely a perversion of the 
right use of Christmu. No doubt one of 
the main features of this occasion is the re­
union of the wnily; and it is difficult 10 
have tbl1 reunion without accompanying 
feasts. Now these feasts may be well enough 
in their proper place, and when they are 
legitimately guarded a,ainst excesses : but 
certainly they ought to oe carefully w11tched, 
RJJd especially at such a lime as the ChristmRs 
holidays. Ind~d, there is a danger that the 
American pcoplo will " co daft " on Ibo 
matter of eating and drinlnog. It bas come 
to pass that it is next to impo,siblc to secure 
a large attendance at most of our churches 
during the week days without &omo kind or 
attraction is offered to the 1tomacb. Oyslers 
and coffee, or ice cream and cake will bring 
toptber a crowd whore the 10ng1 of Zion, 
the prayera of God'■ people. or even 1piri1ed 
religious addrcues would ullerly fail to 
"draw." Surely there Is aced of a change 
lo these habits, and the time bu undoubt• 
edly come when Cbrl11mu at le.1st ,houl<l 
not contrlb11te in the maintenance of this· 
•nsuou1 tendency. I do not believe In 
ucelid1m at 1ny time, and I would be far 
from wishing our Christmas holiday■ 10 
become repullive la their character rather 
than auractlve; but at tho ume timo I 
believe that they can be made attracti,·o by 
providin1 enjoyment of a higher character 
than those which appeal mainly to our 
ulmal nature. Let us empbuise 1bo social 
element a1 much •• po&5iblo, and especially 
lei u make our home life •• beautiful a1 
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possible, for It 11 from lbe homo circle lhllt 
g09 011t Ibo be11 innuenco 1ba1 nurtures our 
national lire. 

.J· I b,/l,w l/1J/ ,w, C/a,isJ-.u laol,days 011&/it 
to MN •• ,.c1a ,Mr, dulir«tir, relrgtc•J Jfa~ 
IJ..11 tli,y ,m,,,lly la,u-,. If Ibero i1 ooy me.10-
in.: in Chrislrna■ .at all then the occuioo 
, hould be u5Cd to bonc,r Christ. The ,·cry 
object o{ 1ho season is to cclebn1tc hi■ ad,•cnt 
Into the worl<l ; And ,uroly our recognition of 
tbe day ought not to bo out of hllm1ony with 
ila character. No doubl one rc.uon why 
lho religious character o{ Chriitmas hu been 
practically negleclcd in lhis country i1 be­
cauae many <lo not believe tblll the lwc:nty­
fi{th day of December represent• the birth• 
d:ay of Christ, and con~cquently lhey foci 
that any reJigiou!i ol,scrvance of the day Is a 
sort or acceptance of a fraud ; but in our 
judgment it docs not uuitter much u to Ibo 
exactness of the chronolo!.'Y• Nor is 1t ma­
terial whether it Is 11. Roman Catholic in.iii• 
ution or lu1d its origin in some other ,.,.ay. 
My point is a pr.ictical one. H 1hc time is 
celebr.itcd at all, then I hold tb11 t ii shoul<l 
have a dccitie<l religious flavor. H we want 
to make our prolcst it shoul<l be done by 
refusing lo recognise Christmas in any way 
whate\'er. llut if we accept tho general 
custom lhco we ought to use it in the best 
possible mnnner to ad\'auce the kingdom of 
Christ. Services should be held in 1111 the 
churches, and throughout Iha whole period 
of the boli<l.ays Chrls1iiaos i.hould use every 
opportunity to make the people of 1hc worl<l 
acqu;ainled with lhe characlc:r of him whose 
advent ill being celebrated. When the :iir 
i1 full of Christmas bells it is then a good 
time 10 fill the beaus of the people with the 
salvntion which is through Cbmt.-Cl:rnlian 
£1,angtlisl. 
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Down 111 lbr Jq,1ha, or ,1._ walrn 'mid. 
Tb, 1oldm ..,,.au 1h11 to mca arpa, 
An lhe CMTICSI ol 10Cll1b lbal la not~ 
Dowa, Cu dowa do th~ trciuura II, 
O.nutb 11 hcre 1he pkkt of the mlncn ply. 
We an ~ lhcr ooly Iha 11n.l111 of 10Jd. 
While tho moua1aln1 or mc1al.,.. ,.., untold. 
'Ibo diamond that i;lon •hb a ftuJi of llra 
And I.Indies 1be ■p&rk of a dat, d..lre, 
h only 001 ll"OVI a c.ave tilled dorti 
fer down II here th, ••irlln1 •alas,...,_ 
So humn.a thougbt, tboui;b a trcuon ran, 
h only a cn,la tlw t. ftaabloa lalr-
A rral.a of 10IJ from celcotlal -,urea 
Tbal ls 11randod bn-e la h1 011ward co,arw 
'Ibe lo, e that ,un in 1bc linhe deep 
Fu a,uy from 1bi lnfinhe Coua1&1a·, ••-,. 
ls only • drop thal JcscniJ1 10 can~ 
To lell o.C II, Aalhor'a woodroa1 •orth. 
And, 100, lbu bclog lhat boast.I lb ml&bl, 
AnJ Cccla 1bc llo~ln1 of anb'1 d.e.1l1~L. 
It 1bo ofhprln• ■mall or 1be •loriou.■ ON, 
WboWl d"elllo1 JJIAce b the Ccntn.J 5•11. 

-ClariJJ~• Erftl1l,11 

The Little Drummer'■ Last .CalL 
A pathetic stor1 of the Civil War wa■ re­

lated by tho corporal of an Illinois regimcat 
who was captured by the Confederates at 
Wilson's Crcclc, and is repeated io II Womca 
of the \\'1&r." 

Tho day brforc this regiment 111,•:u ordeRd 
by Gencr11l Lyons to march towards Spriar­
fiehJ, the drummer c,f tho company fell UL 
There was oo one to lake bis place, aad 
while the t4ptllin was wondering bow be 
i;hould supply the hick, a pale M>rrow-5trickaa 
\\'OlllQO appe:irc<I Ill bis tcot door, bq;,;iac 
nn inter\'tc:w. She brought with her • hnle 
boy o( tweh·e or thirteen yurs, whom 1M 
wished to pl11ce in the regiment u <lrummer• 
boy. lier bush;and hall been killed ia the 
service, and she thought that the boy,who WU 
ea,;c:r to II join the army," might ca~a IOIDe­
thing toward the support of the bmtly. 

11 Captain," she s.,i<l, after tJ1e boy bad 
been accepted, 11 he won't be in much cbnger, 
will he?" 

" No I think not," replied Ibo ollic:u, 
11 We shall be <li1b:1odcd in a few 111·eeks, I'm 
confident." 

The new drummer soon became a favorite, 
and there was never a feast of fruit ?r ,?lb~ 
hardly procured dainties that II Ed_dae did 
not get bis share first. The ~ld1crs '!ere 
stirred Ly the child's enthusiastic dcvo/lOD1 
and Jed.ired that bis drumming wu dill'~ 
cot from that of :all the other drummert 
the army I • , C eek 

After the engnscmeot at Wilson s r n1' 
where the Federals were <le{eated, _Corpo 
U., who bad been thrown from ha_s bor~, 
found himself lying concealed from vie.• Dj.j! 
a clu1Dp of trees. As be lay there with of 
e:ir to the ground, he bCllr~ lhe sound ~ 
drum, distinct hut rather faaot. In o m°b 
cot be rccosniscJ the stroke of Eddie, l c 
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drummer-boy, anJ h111tcned toward■ the 
spot " "hence the souncl proceeded, In a 
clump of hushes propped ng.iinst a tree, he 
found the hoy. His drum wns bonging from 
a 1erub within reach, and his face wns do.idly 
p.ilc. 

"0 corporal," said be, 11 I nm so glnd 
you came I Won't you give me ll drink or 
waler, please, I" 

The corporal ran to a lilllc stre:1111 close 
by and brought the child a draught. Just al 
this moment there came an order for tho re• 
treat, nnd the corpornl turned to go. 

• 11 Don't leave me," uid the liulc drum• 
iner, 11 I can't walk. Sec I" and be pointed to 
his feet. 

The corporal saw with horror tb:it both 
fcc:I had been shot off by 11. cannon-ball. 

11 He said the doctors could cure them," 
continued the boy, pointing to the dead hody 
or a Cor.fedcrate soldier who lay beside him. 
" He was shot all to pieces, hul be crawled 
over here and-tied-my lci:s up-so they 
would-wouldn't bleed so I'' And Eddie 
closed his eyes wearily. 

Tho corporal's eyes were hlindcd by a 
mist of tears as be looked down. The Con­
federate soldier, shot to death, and in the 
agonies or the last struggle, had mnn:iged to 
take off his suspenders, and hind tho boy's 
legs aliovo the knees I 

As the corporal bent down to raise the 
child, 11. body of Confederate troops came up 
and he was a prisoner. With a soh in his 
voice, be 1old the lltory, and tho Southern 
officer tenderly lifted tho wounded drummer 
on hi& own horse, ~winging the drum before 
him. When the little cav.1lcade reached 
camp "Eddie " was dead, but tho lillle drum­
mer'li J.151 c;all had aroused tho nobles t feel­
ing in the bear I of one who was bis foe, one 
whose last act was an effort to save and com­
fort the boy-eoemy who was faithful to his 
duty. 

A H.appy Fest.al Day, 
LOUISE IUTIIIR. 

The angels' gladsome song of good tidings 
is again set to sweet music 110d reverberates 
throughout the world in barmoniou1 chorus 
as this greatest of all festh·:il daysappro.iches. 
The new-born King is ever a new-born King 
to the precious soul that is opened to recei\'e 
the annuociation, and as the isbeplu:rds of 
old were directed to find the Jesus, and with 
unwavering fidelity pursued the course dir­
ected, 10 high heaven would direct us to 
find Jesus. , 

A very significant fact we would notice, in 
this sakation narrative, The annunciation 
was fint mac.le to simple, honest men of 
lowly occupation. Why not to l<iogs on 
thrones or 10 those in /tigl, walks of life ? 
God uover calls a soul to any hnportnnl trust 
unlesa that soul Is already al bis post of duty 
and In a to11tiition for aometbing higher. This 
1uir11cle of ages must fine.I its fir&t announce­
ment in tho heart of the meek aod lowly. 
The M>UI that is allunec.J to nature, which 
makes him akin to God, in bis inmos t com­
munings harmonise, with the eternal. Thus 
ii iJ filling that the Dabe in the manger 
11houlc.l be \'isited and re\'ered by the shep• 
herd■ of l.lethlehcm, 

The way is open for all to fine.I Jesus, and 
ho tells u1 that we shall find him if we search 
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for him wi1b all the heart, May we put our 
b~rl in the r;earch and find him ? Ho Is 
e\•er re:iily lo he found; and ■s Znccheus of 
old so11glil to find Jesus, may we seek until 
11,e find him. Then the chorus will he enlarged 
and the song of cv11rlasling salvation bo 
sung until be appears 10 call bis children his 
own. 

May ho be horn anew in our heart each 
day as time rolls on, giving the \'cry best to 
him, serving him const:rntly. 

Mrs. Mulcr.uy's Ouistma.s Pii, 
The feud between Widow Mulcrnry and 

the railroad began on the day that Patsy 
stayed at home from school to mind the 
geese. 

11 Patsy," !oho had S3id thnl morning; 11 I 
hll\'e to go to Mrs. Gray's to do washing 
the day, and I'm thinking you will stay al 
home and mind the geese whilo they feed a 
bit. There's fine good grass in the field 
bcyRnl, and it's n bhamo to shut them up 
while it lasts. J :unes ie, b'y, yc'II be telliog 
the teacher." 

11 Bui what 'll I S3Y mitber ?" 11skcd Jamesie. 
Mrs, Mulcrary pondered a moment for a 

speech thnt would he sufficiently dignified. 
11 Say is it ?" she replied. "Just say that 
l\lrs. Mulcrary has the honor to prt:l>int her 
complimints 10 l\Iiss \V111iams ; that ii is 
dist llsteful 10 her intircly, but circumstanc0'5 
ore such that she's nccdio' the service& of her 
soo Patrick for one day, and would she be 
so good ns to ohlige her wid excusing lhe 
same." 

The length of th is and lhe elegance of the 
laogu:11,;e were too much for J amesie, but be 
struggled manfolly to repeal tt. 11 l\lrs. Mul­
cr:iry presints her soo Patrick to i\liss \\"1l­
lia111s. The ser\'ices is distasteful to her en­
tirely, llnd the compliments 11rc such-sure, 
mither, what does it 1111 m:inc ?" 

l\Irs. l\Iulcrary was holding up both hands 
in mingled amazement nod la ughter at the 
strange jumble into which Jamcsic h.id 
thrown her studied lang1pge. " Did ye hear 
tho hosthoon I" sho cxclnimec.J. 11 I ndade, 
I don't know what that manes mesilf. Herc, 
Jamesie' b'y, sit on me knee till I tell it t'ye 
ai;;:iin. • 1\1 rs. l\l ulcrary prcsints her compli-
111ints1" Bhc repeated. But J.irnesio could 
not maMer the laq;e words, and fin:illy the 
mother kissed him and put him down with, 
11 There, laddie, don' t ye mine.I. lndado, it's 
not the words al 1111 that mailer. It's just the 
limile in yer eye whin ye say thim. Jusl tell 
her thnl Patsy h:is lo help the milber the 
day."' . 

So Jamesie, ropcating the message to him­
self that he niii;bt nol forget it , trotted soberly 
to school; Mn. Mulcrary, with partini: in­
junction to Patsy al>oul the geese, weot to 
her work, and Patsy drove the gre:it gaudcr, 
Finn-ma-cool, ano.J bis flock up into the 
meadow that stretched from the house up to 
the railroad cut, through u·hicb the trains 
, ped roarini; down the grade toward the city, 

11 Doo"t lei tbim stray away from ye, Patsy, 
a,·ick," she hlld said; 11 and bnve an eye for 
the pig tho crather: he"II be coming fat now 
for the Christmas killing, anc.11 mistrust he'll 
be gettmg oo the track if he c:in c.Jo that 
&nme, for suro the fence is tbnl b:id that you 
could t'row feather pillows tlirough it. i\liod 
ye, Patsy, now, if anything happens lo tbe 
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pig we'll have no Christmas dinner." 
The roving habit■ of the Christmas pig 

were due largely to tho leniency of ?.fr_s. 
Mulcruy. She bad been but two years !" 
America, and ,he bad been brought up 10 
a country where tho pig like the geese and 
the chickens, bu free run of the farm; so 
here it was her custom to allow him a daily 
outing, This the pig learned lo expect, ad 
if not loosed at the usual time would oftea 
get oul himself. 

On the death of her husband the widow 
had pluckily taken up the battle of life. She 
understood lhe m:inagement of geese and 
pigs, th11 planting of potatoes, and all lhe 
little thrifts and economies that go to make 
up Irish country live; she worked hard at 
w:isbing, and so she kepi the wolf from th11 
door llhhough he lurked never far away. 

Patsy tended the geese for a long time 
with exemplary care, restrained the belli• 
gerency of Finn-ma-cool, who was rightly 
named after the lri5b champion, and kept a 
watchful eye on the pen where the indignant 
pig grumbled to himself at being shut up 
all the long day, 

But by-and-by the boy's attention wan­
dered to other lhicgs. He wondered at the 
sturdy beauty of the bnwkbit and yllrrow 
that stood still erect in the meadow, un• 
mindful of tho autumn frosts, and finallr. 
he peered into the woodchuck hole to see 1f 
he could see anything of the occupants. In 
this position be did nol bu r tho ru5h of the 
day-freight that was coming down grade, 
through the cut and by tbe meadow, 

Bui the warlik11 :Fino-ma-cool beard it , 
and look h, as be look almost anything as • • 
a cballeoge. As the big II mogul " roared 
through the cut, the gander lifted bis bead 
nod with a scream or rage flew over tho low 
fence at the train, followed by the entire 
flock. 

Big Ben, the six-foot engineer of the day• 
freight, said afterwuds that it was ooe of 
tho most trying experiences that ho bad ever 
bad. The uain was going at high s~, 
and the big birds Cllme banging agaiosl cab 
and pilot hkc a bomNrdment, breaking the 
glass on both sides and fairly spallering the 
whole front of the engine w11h bits of goose­
flesb and feathers. 

Aa the train went on, tho fireman, rcco,·er• 
ing from his first alarm, looked back and 
buril into l11ughter at the grotesque c.Jemon­
stratiOI\S of grief and rage of the lillle Irish 
lad by the side of the track. 

Some hours later as the big engine slid Into 
the freigbt-y:ird at the end ol the yard and 
stopped, the switch-tender held up his hands 
in amazement. 11Millia-murther1 Dig Beo I" 
be exclaimed. "Look at the fclllhers on your 
engine, man I Did ye kill a feather bird or 
run over a flock of angels, or what is it ?" 

11 See here, Donovan," growled Bil( .Uen, 
good-naturedly, 11 you're, no re:al Irishman, 
you that came from the North and don't 
know a Kerry scow-storm when you see it I 
It b:isn't had time 10 melt off the engine 
yet." 

And so with Je~I and laughter tho 1tory of 
the sl:iughter of Mrs. Mulcrary'1 missuided 
geese, wenl tho rounds of the trainmen, and 
wa■ presently forgolleo. ~ 

Poor Patsy I Not II single bird in the 
flock remained · alive, anrl e\•en the bodies 
of most of tbern could not be found. I hs 



rrief and di1ma7 wa1 great, aad when bi1 
mother came bome ahe found him lying 
face downwards on Ibo Ooor, 10bbing a1 If 
bl■ heart would break, while Iba wayward 
Chri■cmu pl£ wandered at bi1 owa sweet 
11riU about the garden, restrained by 10me 
m71tery of providence from going through 
the Cea~wblcb, like most railroad fences, 
wa■ not " pig ligbt,"--oa the track to meet 
tho death of Fiaa-m11-cool. 

\Vttb much pelting and many soft-voiced 
"acushlaa" and "mavouraeeu," tho widow 
drew Crom Pa1s7 tho atory of the day'• di1• 
aater, ud bow h wa■ tho day Creight that 
bad done tho evil deed. Indignation ming• 
led with her ■orrow, and when Patsy told of 
tho jeering laughter of the fireman ii roused 
all the Celt in her blood, and 1he called 
down volu!>le disaster on Big Ben and bis 
fireman. 

ThUI it was that as the train roared 
out of the cut tho next d111 the two were 
much amused to ace standing on the track 
a buxon and defiant widow, who shook her 
plump fist and hurled after them a torrent 
of denunciation lo the purest Erse. Nei• 
ther could have understood this if they 
could have beard, and Big Ben was too 
busy with his engine to gh·e more than a 
passing glance, but the fireman luncd over 
with a mirnculous grin and shouted in bis c:ir: 

"Seo here, Ben, I think thl1 is gelling 
eeriou1. The widow is waving ber band at 
you." And Dig Ben, who was one or the 
bravest and shyest m11n, on the road, blushed 
red under the grime or the cinders. 

\Vith no geese to sell or to eat, Thanks­
giving day lay bare at the Mulcrarys'; but 
they bad not been long enough in the coun­
try to care much for tho Puri111n festiv:il, so 
their customary frugality on that day did 
not trouble them. 

"Don't ye mind for the Yankee feast, 
laddies," Mrs. Mulcray said to the boys; 
"the pig'U be fat for the Christmas, And 
it'a a fine big dinner I'll be having for ye." 

Now ever as the Cbristmu pig grew in 
awi cunning increased within him, and to es• 
cape Crom billl pea became bis ·daily bal>it. 
Twice a day the big mogul engine went by 
with tho day-freight, thundering down the 
grade aflemooo, and climbing it with many 
puffs aad much labor early each morning, 
and often Big Ben looked from the corner 
o( bi■ eye at tbe widow II she bustled about 
tho place. 

11 I declue," he said to the fireman one 
day; I'm sorry we bU1ted those geese. Good 
mind to go down there my day off and make 
it right with her. It'■ only a matter o( a few 
dollars, aad it'■ likely 1ho aint too well oil".'' 

The fireman grinned maliciously. 
11 Thought you would be looking Cor an 

excuse to call on the widow," he Aid; and 
Big Bea blushed again and let bis good in­
tentioo1 die on the threshold of enterprise. 

There came a foggy day with a with a 
cold drizzle of rain. Tbo rails were 11.·et and 
alippery and II the train boomed through 
the cut Big Boa wu behind time and in not 
loo good humor. lie wu letting tbe train 
go down the grade lo make up Lime, and 
waa keenly watching the track ahead, mean• 
while, Theo, of a audden he caught his 
breath and cut off &team, while the fireman 
snatched.at tho whistle cord aad blew for 
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brakes, and then pulled a succession of sharp 
toots. 

On the track in front of 1h11 day-freight 
waa the whole Mulcrary family, Including 
the Christmas pig. Ho bad pushed bi1 way 
through tho fence unseen. N-,w II boy was 
tugging at each ear of piggy, while lbe 
widow belabored him with ll 1tick. Dut "Iha 
crather" stood ";lb four legs braced the 
four quarter, of the universe, and was bud­
ging not one inch. 

It was a bad moment for Big Den and the 
firem11n but It wu a l,rief one. At Iha first 
toot o( the whistle the widow dropped her 
stick with o scream, snalc.bed a boy unde.r 
each arm and bustled them ofT the track 
Into the field with a rnpidity not at all o.s­
tonisbio~ considering the circumst,mces. 
Then Big Ben and tho fireman settled firmly 
in their seals for tho shock, 11 the engine 
backed by the long train of loaded car,;, slid 
down the y,•ot rails; and over the motionless 
form of the obstin11te Mulcrary pig. 

There was one brief squeal, drowned in the 
roar or the wheels, and before the widow was 
sure of her own safety 11nd that of the l,oys 
the CbrislmH pig was ground to fragments 
under the rush of Dig JJen's train. 

Uen w:is or the opinion that they had 
done it, at lc:isl so far as the widow was 
concerned, ond they certainly hnd roused 
her grief aod indignant 1tngcr lo the high• 
est pitch. Her smouldering sorrow for the 
loss oC her geese wns fanned to fresh fl11mc 
by this dis:ister. Then there was her own 
narrow eSClpe n.nd that of the boys. It 
seemed like an insult thill Big Ben's train 
should be ,o regardness of their safety. 

And Iba Christmas pig I His fragments 
strewed the track for rods. \\litb no out­
burst ol grief and auger she covered her head 
with her apron nod fled sobumg to the house, 
while the two boys clung to her skirts and 
mingled their grief with hers in vociferous 
outcry. But the widow was not one 10 weep 
long. Next morning, before the day-freight 
bad come puffing up the grade, she bad 
gathered up the scatttred remnants or the 
Christmas pig, and while the boys were at 
school she worked all day over the fire fry• 
Ing out the stained and grimy fragments. 
Before night she bad a big kettle of lard. 

"\\/bat'• that for, mitber ?" asked Patsy, 
when he came home. 11 Sure its not Iii for 
ateing." 

11 lot.lade, then, it's not for atciog, but for 
bateing," replied the widow, grimly, and 
would say no more 11bou1 it. 

Next morning, :,.s the day-freight c:ime 
puffing up the grade by the place where the 
obstinate pig bad met its death, the big 
driver, OD the engine suddenly slipred and 
whirled without clinging to the rai at all, 
and it wa1 only by ;cairly exhausting tho 
sand-box that the tram passed on. 

Tbe next morning it was worse yet; the 
wheels whirled and slipped and whirled 
again, till lien ·and the fireman look at ooe 
another in ama:r:emenl. 

"\Vhafs the matter with 1hi1 place?" 
1houted Beu. 

The fireman shook his be.ad. 11 lt's be­
witched," he .aid; " Yi'e killed the geese, we 
smuhed the pig and ncerly went ofl the iron, 
and we like to run over the widow and the 
boys right here ; and now its u much 11 
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over we can do lo get up tho grade. h 
beats the Dutch I" 

In tho gray of the next morning 1,1..._ 
l\lulcrary stood by the track with an empt 
bucket 10 her band,, and looked ladly ~ 
tho two long lines of rail, that llrf'tch!t 
along! black and fro11len, although llae 
mormog wa■ 1barp and the fields ,wer 
white. • 

Theo she went slowly bade to the bou1e. 
Her bead hung lo•, and she wu ahead 
sorry for what she had done. The loo ::l 
for revenge V.'lLI not n, eet, after all, and' far 
the firi;t time for many a da7 1be wa■ IOber 
and listless. obou~ her mornmg'1 worlr. 

Mc;anwh1le, wub cood head of lleam 
the day-freight came puffing up tho «rack 
Then in the s:ime place came the llippiag 
and whirling of tho drivers, and after pu~ 
ing 11he11d with lessening momentum the 
train cnme fairly to a atop. 

Dig Den glowered with nge. He pu)Jed 
the throlllo wide and ■ent the steam roarioi 
through the cylinders lilt the big •heeli 
whirled wilh llshtning speed, but they •ould 
not grasp the rails; and the lraia, it■ mo, 

mentum once lost, began lo slide back. 
\Vbeo the l,rakes al leogtb brou~bt tlla 

train to a stand1till on the gndc, DI{ Bea 
and bis fireman sprang out and hurried to 
thllt part of the track where the trouble lay. 
Then they looked Dt one another. 

" This is lo pay us Cor killing tho pie,'" 
s.aid the fireman. 

"Yes," answered lien; 11 the com~ 
ought to have fi:,,;ed It up with her for tbai. 
and for the geese too-look al the wa7 t1ie 
fence is neglected I Come get aboard tbae. 
\Ve must get out or this before we ltall 
the passen1;ter." 

But getting out or the way v,-u not 10 e■IJ, 

In vain they tried to pus with a rmb; CM 
srade was sufficient to o\'ercome the mo, 

meotum, nnd they invariably fdl backarill. 
Besides, b:icking and going ahead witb a 
heavy freight, and taking all the prccautiool 
prescribed by the rules, take!I time, ud by 
and by Hen beard a whii.tlo and 11• lbe 
passenger crawling carefolly up. Acaia ba 
mnde a fierce attempt to climb the gndl 
and ag.ain be fell back. 

The conductor came walking lonrald. 
" What did you break ?" 

" Nothing broken, sir," replied Bo. 
politely but briefly ; "can't seem to 1et 
up the grade, that's all." 

"Stc:im low ?" asked the conductor, look• 
iog at the fireman with tentative aeftrilJ, 

The fireman flushed and 1n1wcrcd far 
himself. " Steam's right up to the top 
notch, air," Always there on the daJ• 
freight," be said. . 

There was another wl1111le, aad . ~ 
looked down the line and gave a sa1fl' 
disgust at his own ill luck. An engine was 
pulling slowly up to the rear ol lbe paa­
&eoger with a single handsome car. A ~ 11 

sprang lightly off the car and came ratJi4'J 
forward, and the passenger conductor wbat-
tlcd low. ., h 

"The division superintendent I e Cl· 

claimed. "\Veil, you're iu for it." 
Thi! delay was no fault o( Ben's, but Ii■ 

could not help feeling uncomfort~ble as ~ 
little rnan looked sharply at btol •b,::f 
gold-bowed , pcctaclcs and said, ac, p 
"\VeU, 017 man, why don't you go ahead, 
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"I can' t get up the sradc," lloswercd 
Den; 11 the iron Is greased." 

The magnate looked al !Jen as If llrnl 
certainly mu1t be bis fault. "The Iron is 
grencd I'' he rep~lcd. " 1 I urn I" Then 
briskly : "\\'ell, well, we cao'l wilt hero. 
Send men enough llhciad to wipo off the 
rails. Hue thtm s.,nd them lborougbly 
aod go ahc.td. You oui;bt to ba,·c done 
that in the first place. The other tr11in 
and mine will follow llDd push you Ir the 
wheels don't hold.'' 

A short time llftcr this, Mrs. Mulcrary, 
peering from behind closed •hullers, s;aw 

the long freight, the passeni;er train, ao<l 
the 1Jupcrintendeot'1 engine and c:ir pass In 
long proce'5ioo up the grade, with much 
&lirping nnd whirling of drivers and gritting 
ood grinJ1ng ol the rails. Her revcnGe was 
complete. She bnd made trouble for Big Den 
aod the firem:10 1 and she was heartily sorry 
for • ·hat she had done. 

The two were c~lled up before tho di\'ision 
superintendent ocitl day and questioned. An 
agent of tho road also called on Mrs. M ul­
crary and gol her version of tho killing or the 
geese aod the Christmas pig; be also noted 
her evident po,•erty aod frugality, 11nd being 
a mao of f>OOd hcut, did not foil to Illy 
1trC$s oo this io his report. Morco\'er, the 
fence had be-co oeglclled, he !.'.lid, And here 
the matter rested until two days before 
Christm:as. 

As Big Den left bis engine that day be was 
called to the office aod entered the august 
pre!-ence of the superintendent with much 
trepid11tioo. Nor wu ho reassured hy the 
apparaot severity of the little man behind 
the gold-bowed spectacles. As he told the 
fireman afterward, the interview was a good 
deal like a l,oilrr inipcctioo, in which be 
was the boiler. The closing remuks of the 
superintendent deserve recording. 

"Something must be dona 11boul this 
affair, Mr. Budson," he said. "\Ve can't 
have people along the line interfering with 
the trains. Wo shall have to make ao oxam• 
pie, sir. Now, you were concerned In this 
matter and you shall have a sharo in the 
retribution." The rmperinteodent stopped, 
and I3en bcgiao to wonder, if he could get a 
train oo another road after being discharged 
from this one. 

Then the ma~oate went on : " Therefore 
to-morrow you will be rclicn•ed from duty "­
Big Beo straightened up-" for one day only, 
and I 1hall ask you a., a favor to see this 
Mra. Mulcrary and represent to her the bum 
her actions might do. You cao use such 
arguments as you 5CC fit, but "-haodiog 
Den 110 unsc.ilcd eo,·elope-11 I think you 
will find 1h11 something th:it will be quite 
cffclltvo." 

There wu a suspicion of a twinkle behind 
the 1uperiotendcnt'1 spectacles as Big Beu 
went out, still in douLt as to what had 
happened to him. But his douLts were 
cle:ired up when he opent d lhe envelope. It 
contained .:i crisp b11nlc-note aocl a paper 
on which ho read, "For the Mulcrary's 
Chri,tmas dinner." 

Jt wns a luge and a heavy l>a!.ket that 
Uig Den, blushing, but backed L,y the bold­
est of firemen, bore to home of the Widow 
l\lulcrary the dJy IJcfore Chrhtmas, and it 
contained not only the rnotcrial for a good 
Cbristma1 dinner, but many other things in 

the way of Christmas greeting for the family. 
The fireman wns often questioned u lo 

what Big Ben said to the widow m reproof 
for interfering with the traffic or the road, 
and ho always went off into puls of laushter 
at the recollection, but he never told. Evl• 
dently it was e:fTcctive, for the widow h;is 
done nothing of the sort 111:nin. Perhaps 
lien's calls , which they s:iy he now m.1ku 
without the b:tcking of the fi rcm110, l:a:p 
her plea511otly inclrned toward railway mat• 
ters io i:eneral, 

The Mulcr11ry1 had the best Christmu in 
their e>.pcrience, .tot.I it was one 1:feat i;ur• 
prise. Oo Christmas morning the widow, 
waking early, refused to believe her cars. 
Then !>he dre'5C1I hurriedly aod hastened to 
the pen hchind the house, where she held 
up her bands io astonishmcot, for there, 
grurnl,lio,: away to himself, was tho fac­
simile or tho Christm.u pig. 

Both Ben and the firem>n profoi.s J:rcat 
ignorance in reg:trd to this pig, and Patsy 
anri J11mesic ue firm in the l>clicJ that ~anta 
Claus brought bim.- l'outl,'s C.:0111fa11io11. 

Poets' Comer. 
So will we aloi and Ffdsc thy powu.- l'u lm 2 1 : IJ 

---o---
Rdlections al Midnjiht. 

A New Yur'• Oflcrlnr. 
W, T, MOORE. 

I t h on mcdlla1lon'1 dreamy couch, 
Llalcnln,i lo the niglll wlnd't wall "hlc.h l,re.u:1 

And rumes up 1be quiet bro,t o l nJab1, 
Which otbrnolse 1ttm1 ,.r,pl in alien! dream~ 

I 'm 1h lnlrlng o l 1he Jear tb;a1 ·1 i:onr ; a nd u 
Thal cold grey light strum, through my \>iodow p&ne 

Aod - m• to dull the promh,td cheer II bring, 
With lrculn1 ,.,vcleis from the bor,.,al climes-

I ask my 110ul 1h11 lrutb : Was not the )CAr, 

Which oow sleeps In Ibo lomb ol acco pa,1, 

Mlscd hall ,.,th briitbt and cbttrlut naJ•• o l hope 

And half •hb gloomy darknesa of dcopalr ? 
liach heart that'• Tclt d11C01"d1 o l dea1h pa..a o'er 
The 1wce1n1 11nln1 ol mualc In the , oul't 
Grand Ontario ol Ille kno,., 11rell 

llow much of unJ~t , 10ltmn tru1~ J 1puk 

I tow e&lm and bcau1llul l1 :Satu:-e·• 1leep I 
Yet time moves on, nor llopt, nor 11ay1 for aught 

All round I hear lbe ftcc11n1 mnmcnll creep 

Whh 1tcahby lre:ad, a, on 1bo 1,ile111 past 
Tbey lih their tJny, fairy feet, wblle ~k 
The echo comet : gone from the earth fore1n. 
Bot ob, how 1tnoge, and )'Cl bow sorely 1rue : 

Theao moment• all hue lclt the firm lmprus 

01 Iii• In pa.u.log by, and hmce upon 
Tbclr lr1,£ll0 form,, a picture deep Is made 
Of action, truo or fal1e, for 11ea.l or woe, 
In lhat grnt day when Goculwl.l.!!_d~all rncp 
And 1h-e to each bis J)£Illaa, great _gr am all, 

According u bls earthly life bu been. -
'Tit I~ th~i.oi,7 now lo crystAI lorm, 
WIii then ai;pear u jewel, In Ibo crown 
Of him to ,. hom thee Joylul woniJ are aaid . 

•• \\'di done, 1h00 !'ood and laltblul child ol God ; 

Como, enler In, and Ill at my ri,iht band " 
Out ob, ~hat c loomr apectre wlU arise 
From oat the dhmal ca,·ttn, ol the put 

Which midway holds the fu 1ure and 1b1 iu••• 
Should farl tho ll~ht of ,Jrtuo on If Ltll, 
Reflected from 1he ac11 of Jh-u wcll 1prn1 , 

Poronly tbut wlll p,~nicarn and roT.. 
Their mea11lng 1puk aii.Toom~nutlo11 ~'.!: 
As In Ibo ~d of each p.auing Jay 
Tho t~le I■ told of 1trui;1<lln1 soula. 

Somouy 

That rcmn are many day~ •ell mcuural olT, 

TJat Ille comet up ,olthln these ran and 611• 
A ,pa.co In time, and thenefore llmo I• Ulc 

Out now 11 bonat 1ru1b d«- 1prak In tha.t. 

1ncn bcr own ,'Olce tnilh aurely doC1I not hc.u : 

l!lse mint DOI lllo ,ollh lime lie down lo 1lttp 

:Sor rise ,,1110, since 1lmc w ll be no more 1 
Uni ,.ho doea 001 .. hbin bit o"a aoul (tel 

The wright or Ille lmmOl'tal preuln11 on 

The dre.1.my outwa rd o.l"' of 6nlto being, 
WbtTe longlnc• u11ercd ball aro rl .. d1og lot 
Som• RCO,raltloo ol 1hdr gruc rcrJuest ? 
Or •ho In 10lrmn 11lcncc doa not r.ic 
And lis1cn to the brmn ot coooclousncss, 
\ \-hkh from Ibo chrko1 boor of death ri1111~ out 

Tho clear. u,cet no1c:s . \\'o alc<')l, but cannot die ? 

Bui Ille, u mcuurcd be~ by time, la 1bon 

Indeed Wb&1 la a )ear ? Tis Llut a breath 

Of •cary life bn:athed from 1he bcut of vlll 
E1cmlly. Our mortal atatc b bur 

An ebl,la11 W&\"e rolled from tho tide of time . 

I atand bc1weui 1ho future and tl,e ~ 
And rry to cstlm&te the •-orth of cadJ 

One. lo history, points 10 1eus and blood, 
And showt a l"fnl lo boma.11 faltb vhkb God't 

u .. n Word can acar«ly •eq, e'en hope lt..::11 
Prom lalUng tbroogh ; ba t 011 prophrtk page 
Tbe othn- I bro"" a brilliant light, and abo,n 

The l0trly robes o l •hire \Ohkh u.ioll ahall W'ClJ', 

So high aboni 1be .-orld, now draped 111 bladt, 

We Ice.I th.at God .,.111 kttp 1hcm cbcni aatow:hed, 

Unualacd by 171onal atrife. And wben the day, 

For" h k h all other da)" were ma.de, aha.II come; 

Wben 11m11h&II be 110 more; Ibo r~. with all 

J11 dark bca.darouod o( ,.oe, will malre our robet 

Dul wbilcT s till, our joy 1be mon: complete; 
For c,-ery 1ear ,.;u ahow lhe place It washed, 
And e,-ery pain will make a uJ, 1wttt note 

Wllhlo oar aonc, ,ohlch ooue bot 101J'ering souls 

Can e\-er re.ch, IOI' none know bow these notco 

To make but those '"bo learn In biller ,rrld. 

Future a.od l'UI I Wonh of lmmonal ta.me I 
llow aa the lialtc mind reach to thdr length 1 
I 'II not allempt a tau so sure to fall ; 
Dut lo the light of compromlae (which K!tmt 

The llabt o f hea.\"'CD), rll tue the coda ol uc.h. 
Aod 1A-eldfo1 them rog~tbe.r, mah tbe boor 

Whicb now Is puslnr by, and mctkly 1tri111 

T o use It 10 that God wtll aay, "Thou g~ . 
Aod faith rul'icn'3.nl, Jutt at\d true. '<"ell dooe." 
Aod II I lay one band UJ>lln" thc head, 
Tbe hoary bet.d o r IRmblln,t b) gono ,-can, 
And Itel tho other pressing close the •arm 

Drlght chedt of coming da),, a ll full ol lllc, 

I think my heart la quicker:ed by Ibo thoogbt 

Tb:at ligh t comet out of darhes.t deep, and you1b 
h alwaya cripping cla.e - ·ithio the ahada 

Which 11e tbro .. a b.icll upon ber mournful ~th. 
And u I thu, bold oo lo each, 111 prayer 

And pr.ilia I al1eroato my .aul't Jeep lo,·o 
To him ,.bolo the pre.at now doth kc,cp 

My ntful, wayward Ille half reconciled 

To bor- and fear, Whllo 1hu1 my ardfn l ■oul 
Doa bomace lo it• parn11 and Ila lo~ To him who ban lhc a14ful doom pronounoed . 

"De-pan, un,oortb_y aoul, I know yoo not, 
Tako up lb)• place In outer chrko~ ;·ut." 

Each momcnl, tbcn, .. b1J1 trembling lo that pol.JC, 

There c:omo bright glums or l ii;ht from luture yan 

l'hal dcc.li lbe dlm horiLcn "ilb the BJ'• 
Of hfe beyond lbo tomb. And theia J think 
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I catcb &lie r-f11me •-1 ol d--, 6el,S. 
lley1ad 1b■ ■-mn1 llood. aa, lloa1ln1 oa 
TII■ wl■s- al faJ1b, ,a., mm■ froco n .. •bora lile, 

\\llcle rmarrt1Ctl1111 IIIOnl an,Til• tlwi past . 

~ow Id me la tbl1 R\'cnlllial mood 
a- ap 11N, ,-.. oa •lilcb m, maun,c• look. 

Aad, allat1ln1 Natun dowa bwncalb lhe Joon 

Wlilda ~i1b1 hu tba1 far Uodly left ajar. 

J II wait for that Grat l>a)' •b"n l'rocenl, J'asl 

Aad F111un joy• aball be com1J1to in him 

\\11o la 1be raurnctloa .ad the life. 
-CA,ru,o f;r,,11<rl11J. 

---o---
The St,u of Bethlehem. 

Al'.&11 lO•■LY tlll"l1La>0s-. 

T•u alaht •brn Jou• came to c.anh 
from out 1h11 skies 

An&l!llc boll• announced hi• birth 

l'mm PaDdioo 

A IOTin1 Falbl!r looked and 1mllctl 

Upon the llllle alttplo1 child 

Sloepln1 1110 calml)', ••n!lly thac 
l..'pon the bttut 

Of bis roun« mocbcr, meek and l&ir. 

Tbi1 all tba rat 

That e~r from bb bumblo birth 

Tho 1uOcring S..-iour koaw on rartb. 

'Twu niibt. AmM Judea', plaln 

A bca•'nl)' ray 
Guided a •1U1d'ring angel lraio 

To whens be lay 
And, suing on Ibo child divine 

Tbe ancel eyes "'hb glory ■bin■. 

S•lrtl11ha1 glory rose oa blch 

o ·er bit pnor bed, 

A11d 1ho11e a llar from oat the Uy 
Above bis bead. 

And lhco the 1lor, 1blaio,r ray 
Galdeil the 1bepbcrda on their •uy, 

'Twu nl,ihl And o'er• slo,cvncd earth, 

With raya d1,•loe, 

Tellin1 ua of a Saviour·• birth 
Th.\111ar will 1bine 

Uolil from 001 Iba clouM and nlithl 

We enter heaffll where all I.a ligh1. 

Tbat lovely 11.ar •ill ,bin• on thee 
In -...U•'• hour, 

And 111ide the■ -afely. Thou "'LIL tee 

And lrnow bl, p01rff 

The ahlnln1 lich• of an1el eyes 
h beamlo1 oa Iha from the ,Ides. 

Ob, loTeJy 11U' of Bethlehem, 
With rays dJ.,loe, 

Oh, pealau, sbiolos. baawcnly ,tcm. 
Tboa, loo, UI IDln■• 

An 111lae to calde • on the \lrllf 
To Chrbt, and liome, and p■rfcct day 

-a,,,rr.,. s, .. ~,.,. 

Sisters' Department. 

The Austr~lLln Chrlstbn. 

llgion or Christ. He had hof>t:d to inspire 
the people with the 11pirit of i:1vio~, to make , 
them feel that tt was a ,wcet,Lleued priYilei:e, 
and he had failed. A sense or deep desol.1- 1 
tion crept over him. 

" God help me," bis lips muttered mutely. 
Ile coultl not ,cc the bent fii:ure or little 
crippled Maggie In tho rear of the church-a 
figure that was trembling under the fire of his 
llpj>QI. 

" LorJ Je,u1," the little ooo was s.,yini: 
Lrokcnly, " I ain't got nothin' to give. I 
want tho people in the mountains to hear 
about my Saviour, 0 Lord, I ain't got 
nothin' ter-" 

\\'hat wns it that nml11 the child catch 
her breath as tho111,;b a cold banJ had taken 
hold or her heart? "Yes, you bn\'c, l\faggic," 
\\'hispcred a voice from somewhere," you' ve 
J.:Ot your crutch that wos given ter you, a_nd 
is worth a lot or shinin' dollnr,, You kin ewe 
up your best friend, what helps you to i;it 
into tho park where the birds s in~, nnJ takes 
you to pre.tchin' and makes your lifo happy." 

•• Oh, no, Lord," sobbed the ~hild, chok­
ing and shivering. "Yes, yes I will. He gn\le 
more'n that for me." 

Blindly 1hc extended the polished crutch, 
aod plnced it io the hands of the de.aeon, who 
was taking up the scanty collcctioo. For 
a moment tho man was puzzled, then com• 

1 prebenrJing her meaning, he c.arried her 
crutch to the front of the church, and lalcl it 
oo the front Qf the old pulpit. The minister 
stepped down from the platform, and held 
up the crutch with trembl_ing hands. T.he 
sublimity of tho renuncia uon unnerved b,m 
so that he could oot speak for :1 moment. 

11 Do you sec it my people ?" he faltered 
at last, "little crippled Ma,;gie's crutch­
all that she bas to make life comfortnblo? 
She bas gh·cn h to the Lord, nnd you-" 

There was a moment's silence. The 
people flushed and movl'd restlessly in their 
cushioned pews. 

11 Docs anyone wilnl to conlributc lo th_c 
mission cause the amount of money thts 
crutch wonld l,rinl(, :rnd si\'e it hack to the 
child who is so helplccs without it ?" the 
minister asked gr:l\·cly, 

"Fifty dollars,'' cnmc the hus ky loncs 
from the banker. 

11 Twenty-five." 
"One bum.Ired." 
And so the s ubscnliini: went on, uotil 

papers cquiv11lcnt to six hundred dollars 
were lightly piled over the crutch on the 

table. 
"Ab I you have found your hearts. 

Thank God 1 Let us receive the benedic­
tion," almost whispered the minister, as be 

suJdenly extended bis, hands,. which we.re 
trembling with emouoo. L111le MogR.1e, 
absorbed in the magnitm.le or her _offcnog 
anJ or tho lo\·e which bnd prompted 11, com­
prehended nothing that had taken rlace. 

1"111 Len ran the word I the womca that pu1,1b1a II ~he bad no thought lor tho future o bow 

an a rut li111t.-Pulnu 68: 11 (a.v.) I she would reach her bumble home, or of the 

I days in which she would sit hclplers In her 

Her GifL chair, 49 she hnd once done. Cbnst had Jc-

) 

The 111ini~h.1's eyes 11wcpt with intense manded her all, and she had ghen it with 

' 

ae.archiog tbe apathetic facc:5 or bis atylii.b, the blind faith of 110 Abraham. She under-

worl~IJ congregation. II~ had made ao im- j lilood 00 l>ellcr when a woman'• arm d1ew 

~11•on~d ~ppeal ror help 10 tho 1upport of a I her into close embrace, and soft lipli wbia- i 

lit~I• M1u1~ Church up among the moun- f pcrcc.l in her car, 11 Magi;ie dt·u, your crutch :::-a leelaoo wber~ rough men and women I bas made ,ix hunJrcd dollar• for the Mis.sioo 
1 

ICal'UlJ aaythang of God and tlae re- . Church among the mountains, and bu como 
' , I 
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back lo 1uay with yoa again. Talie ii, little 
one." 

. Like • flash. or light tbcra ame a con. 
sctoui.nc.,,;s that 1n soma myMe_rious way b 
.:ift had hccn accepted of God and rclurn:i 
to brr, 11nd with n cry of dclis:ht 1ho uu,:bt 
the l>clovc<I crutch to bc:r lonely heart tbl'II 
smiling throu,;h her tc.:ara at the kind faces 
anJ ren:rentia_l eyes, •ho hobbled out of &be 
1-anctuary.-E.z,,a11g,. 

The Nurat Duty. 
, lily 10ul •aa 111ru:d . 1 IK•)cd . w Let .. 

l>o IOITIC i;n::at -.orli, ao punly, 
To ni;lll Me·, WNPEt, that I aball li-

1 bat I ba,e loved thaie sunly," 
:\I 1 lip• ICIII forth their cap c:r,, 

The wblle m,- heart beat futcr, 

" l 'or .,me great deed lo pro ... m7 lo.-a, 

Send ma. IC'Dd me, my &la11cr I" 

From OUI lhe ~ lmce cam.. TOice, 
Sayloi: . " If GoJ thou r.:arai. 

Rbe ap and do, the •bole Ufa throagb, 

Tho duly that liat nar:s&. 
Tb• fnuully word, the liadly deed, 

Tbou11h small the act In -1n1. 
Shall in tbe end unlo tho 10al • 

l'ro.-e mightier th.an thy dram!a1, 

.. Tba cup of ,.,,er 10 the biol, 

Or rnl anto rbc we.:uy, 
T IJe li1:b1 thou 1lv'11 another'■ lilc. 

Shall mal:o lb.loo own lea dn:ary : 
And bouodlcu rnlm1 of faith and loft 

Wtll -~• for 1by ~.,,; 

Xol creech. bot dtcd1, if thou --id11 •la 
Uolo tbJ 10111 I blculna • 

And 1>0 l wllit with peacdal linn, 
Coolcnt 10 do hia plc.uare. 

Nol caring if tho world shall mock 
At 1maHneu of the: m-re; 

or 1bougbt,, or deeds, or dally Iii■, 

He koo,n the uu■ eodaa\"GI'- / 
To d? bl■ .111, ,a a:,ek bla fM»-

1
, 

And he "'Ill fall ma aewu, (i-" .. 
-S.rdA. -

Executive. 
Mrs. J, P,uman prc:.tJcJ, the foll~ 

sistc:n engaging in pra.yer: Thurcood, LyaU 
senr., Kelson aml J . P11trnan: A• the tras­
urer, Mrs. \\'alker, wu going aoto th~ couol.JJ, 
leave of absence was sraoted unul_ East•• 
Tho correspondence included a very IDlerelt• 

ing letter from Miss Thompson. _ It wu !e­
sol\lcd to hold a pra1cr an,J praise m~a:I 
on the ftnt Friday m January, to wh't be 
sisters are io\'itecl. Re!>Olved, "Tbat ~II 
given to l~cscue l lom_e." ~l.r1 •. llol:• ·a• 
was appointed Hoi:p1tal V1uta110_0 . Pj ad 
teodent pro. '""· Tho Home 'MISSlne $9-
WQS reportcJ to l,e io arrears {;o. Le 
leis were asked lo do their utm~t to DJI IS 

the nnoual collc<:ti.ons as great h IU:i:rcc 
possible. Sunday Schoul r,ep0tl' orion lCO 

adtlitioos from sc~ool North h~ rep,rtrd 
Johnston•strcct. l·ootscray SC l doioc 
10 be io fine condition. Coppio-str~ u.ctr. 
well. South l\lell>ouroe haUs rec';tiia111bof9 
A report of the W .C. T • • an Nul 
Tempennce meetings "·ere gt\'CD, 

meeting, January 6th, 1899. 

Dor-cu ~nd Prayu Mc.ctin_P, lall 

The Committee visited ?\orlh J~::';!,cr, 
month. Tho firat hour i1 de\·ote 



Dcaober u, 1 !191 The Australian Christian. 
pr:ai~, anJ rrading tho WorJ of God. Si~ter 
Chown Is prriiJcnt, and Sister Soutr r r;eae­
t.uy, They ba,·e a J:OOd nll r ndnnce :rnd 
hue recently helped the church lo the ex­
tent o( £15. They held a Home Mission 
mttling at Sister Uaird's durin~ the mouth 
and arranccd II church '0<:ial. 

./1 
I 

(:\lrs.) E. McL. 

Mn. Tburrood•s Letter. 
" Tbt:n are mom .. nt1 lo lo-day, 

God lr.no.-1 whcr., 
' \\ ht11 lb~ •ho huo a Llos•n~ 

C And 0n ,_~r~. 
I "a)' conlcT "' 111,tcla do, 

llclp lo brln1 aiio1hcr tbroui;b 
, A t roubled d~y." v 
Qua Exl!CUTl\'E S1sTus,- Grecling I 

JI ere we come from another Coo\'enlion­
away down in lite far routb l,rnd, at Chnttn• 
nooga, Tenn. We bad been tra\'elliog about 

tioueJ , At this hour a yoong i:irl offered 
herself as another missionary to lndi.i. She 
h:id just finished K hoo! with the one purpo!e 
or i;i\ IDlt bcrselr, lime, talenl s-:all to the 
r.ervice o( the Kini::. Thus closed our wo­
man'a session of the Nntionnl Con\·cnllon of 
'98. The Amcric.an .ind Foreign Missionary 
Societies (or our brethren) continued all 
1hrougb the next week with tremendous 
interc1.t; and now we :ire all back lo our 
work, rejoicing in the proitress of the p:ist 
year, and hopefully considcrini: tho future. 
May we 11II ,::row st,onccr throus h effort 10 
r:i:alt the Christ al homo and abroad, :ind 
may our young people rally round the stand­
ud with l,r;n•c, hrii;bt bclpfulnesi., welco111-
in1t tho opportunity to 5en•e. Yours for 
Chrisl and bis cause. 

10 much this summer we felt we could not 
be sp:areJ this time; but at our united :auxil­
iary meeting the l11dle.s gaid I ought to go 
for the work's ukc, and a lctlt:r from one of 
our i;nnd goo1I preachers, inviting Mr. T. 
and wife lo come :antl gi\'C an address in 
relcreoce to our Pit1sburgh work, decided u! 
to go. So early oo Moodily, O ctolier 10th, 
we were o[ oo an all.day journey through a 
lo\'ely country. Mel Ill the stallon 6 p.m., 
taken to a good home, and most hospitably 
entertained. Tuesday we gnvc a t:allc lo the 
1ister1 on mlssion:iry Imes. Then Mr. T . 
briefly outlined Iris work, aoJ together we 
went tbrough our " kinder" progranune of 
"mcny games and roni:s," to uplaln how 
we won the children to " something ueller 
than they bad known." \\'rdncsday morn• 
iog early we were off to the gre:at N:itionnl 
Convention, passing through Lexington, Ky., 
"' ror,/1, where our denr on~ were Ill the 
station to give us a ~reeling. On Tbursdil)' 
the cxecuth·e busrncss meeting of our 
C.W.D.M. w:is called, and all mallen , wc:re 
hriskly and briefly attended 10. No time 
waa lost, and yet every plan and 6ugi;estioo 
was listened to' and coni.idereJ in an orderly 
manner. Al night a pleilsaot reception, .lnd 
on Friday the rei;ular sc~sion opened. Among 
other good things an address by Mrs. Jc~sie 
Drown Pounds was most exeellent ; subject, 
"The greatest woman In the world." Per­
haps some of us wondered who It would be. 
Esther; who was willing to i:ive up her life 
to save others; or those "who would lay 
down their own nee.ks to save Paul I Slle 
saiJ the women of" aeH,denial," of" unsel­
fish gcrvice," were the grc:itcsl women in the 
world. We bad SC\'co missionary ladies 
with us, who i:ave most interesting accounts 
of their labors, and thrilling, touching lncl­
deota-rcal facts that drew lll neuer to 
them in loving sympathy. \Ve, had fine 
addresses in refcret1cc to the "children in 
the borne" and young people·, work. Again 
the " bible chair ·• work in our l11ri;e unh·er­
liitics is doing a powerful work; many lcsti• 
monies from 11uJents were mcmtioottl. S:il• 
urday was given to receiving reports, resolu­
tion• and more fine addresses. Sunday, 
after' the service of the Lord's Supper -
solemn impressive, ,~·b~~e two thousand souls 
met 10 "remember b1m - we bad our hour of 
prayer at five o'clock, where evc:~y depart­
ment o( the C,\V.Jj,1\1. was specially men-

AsTolSKTTll K. T 1tl'RC000. 
193 1 FHth•av., Pittsburgh. 

Sdected Paragraphs. 
A -d lilly apoluo la Ille apple, ol 101d lo pictura 

ol &il,·n--Prov 23 · t, ---o---
Wc nre not b:ilf happy enough over our 

Christianity. \Ve need to chuckle more 
O\'er il. Spurgeon was once out riding, onJ 
WJS laui;hing, :is he \\'Col, at the top of bis 
\'Olcc. A friend met him and nskcd the cause 
of bis mirth. "Oh," 1111s wcrcd the hig-hc:uted 
Christian, " I was just tbini: about ' ?\I y 
i;racc is sufiicient.' l was lhinklair about 
bow big grnce is nml bow little I nm." 

There is nothing which will gh·e a ch:ioce 
for rest 10 the O\'er-1lrcd ncr\'CS so surely as 
a simple religious foi1h io the overruling, 
wise, and tender Pro,·idcnce which h:is us in 
its keeping. It is in chafing ngarnst the 
conditions of our li\•es thnt we tire ourselves 
immeasurably. It is in being 11nx1ous obout 
thin,ts which we cannot help that we often 
do the mo!>I of our spending, A simple faith 
in God, which practically and every moment 
and not only thcorc:tically 1111d on S undays, 
rests on the knowlt:dge that he care, for us 
:it Inst as much a, we c:irc for those who 
are the deau:st to us, will do Ulllch to give 
the 1ircJ nc:m:s tbo feeling of the bird ia its 
nei.l. Do not spend whnl streui;th you ha,·e 
like the clcrn:itls, in climbing on yourself, 
\Jut lay bold on thinss which arc eternal, 
ontl the peace of them will p:iss into your 
&oul lik'! a lacnlrng balm. Put yourself in 
the sreat, e\·erlastl11g currents, And then you 
coo rCil on your oors, and let those current• 
bear you on their strenstb.-llarµr'J Mil&d• 
:in,. 

Don't be discourai;ed if your health IS 
poor ood your body undersized. Abihty 
1!.o't mc.a1urcd by the pound, aotl meo who 
couldn't put on their own clo1l11:s have gov­
erned empires. Dr. Gregory well says: 
" Many people who have mnde a m:irk in 
the world bn\'e been wrak people, wbo made 
up for their weakness by &l1ength of will. 
Florence Nigbtenitiile bllS been :io in\'llld, 
shut up in a sick room during the sreal~r 
p:irt of her life. Mrs. Browning wus a deli­
cate woman with ll baLy's i.treoglb. You 
sec bow these two-one by exciting people 
to noble works, the other by noble songs-
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hia ve influenced cirls llD<l women of their 
time. It is ~iJ tha t Julius C.cs:ir was o( 
delicate constilul ion, had painful head:i.cbCJ 
and f11s of epilepsy, yet ho became master 
of the world. Macaul:iy nys of William of 
Orange that be was &o weak u to l,e soon 
fatigued and w,41 conlinually i;uffc:rlng pain; 
hut the force of his will had ue,·er (.iiled. 
Grand old Dr. Johnson, Alexander Pope, 
Hobert Hall, aoa others, were men greatly 
affi1cteJ, or wilh many drawbacks which 1be1r 
resolulioo o\·erc.tme. One of the most 6pir­
itcd travellers of her day, Miu lsabcllll Dird, 
haJ le.5.9 phy,ical s lreni:th than ordin:iry 
women. Lord Nelson ne\•cr went lo sc.i 
without being sea-,ick. The biography of 
grc:itness is full of records of pc0plc who 
nobly fought against their difficulties llnd 
uld, 'I am resolved to do I' The triumphs 
o( m:iokiod arc not triumphs of phys1c.11l 
strength or menial i:eoius, but of will,"­
Christ111• Co111111011rtallli . 

0£ all the mistakes which mortal men 
make, none seems to us more pitiful than 
that of men p:issing along tbrous h lrfe to 
its 1,• ·lft clo~, postponing until some future 
time the joy and blessedneQ that might be 
theirs to•d:iy; walking under brucn skies 
in~lcad of under a starlit dome that stretches 
away ioto liu: infinities; t ines lo their daily 
ta~ks and in liondage lo punuits that minis­
ter only to their lo"''cr nalures, when they 
might he (reeuren in J esus Christ, rejoicing 
in the liberty of the children of God : moaa­
init out bmcntations because of their hard­
ships, thdr burdens ood thcir disappoint­
ments, instead of singin~ juuilaot r.ongs o[ 
triumph along the p1lgnru way that leads 
to the delectable mountains; dclutling lhem­
sclves \\ itb the IJca thnl sometime in lbc 
foture will be a heller time for tberu to open 
their souls to lreaveo's light antl pe;ace than 
to•day, inslead o( early enlerinit into fellow­
ship "'itb God and walkiog all tlic way i'I 
the sunlight of bi!I presence, their paths 
growing brighter until they enter the Ceies­
ti:il City. Let riot this mi~lake be ours. Let 
us be admonl~bed by this word of the apostle 
and to•dlly lie~io th:al larger and liellcr lifo 
to which God 1s o lhng us and to which our 
souls in their hii;hl'r :ind belier momenls rc­
&pond.-Cllmllaa Era11,rlist. 

Our Missions, 
Go ye Into all tllc world &nd pcwi tbc ppd lo tllc 

wbo&t crc&lioa.-:.tull 16 : 15 (av) 
--o--

Fordp. 
T II II RRLIGIOSS OF I NDIA. 

I th.tnk you for this opportunity of stand­
ing before you to-night. It i:h·cs me l,'fe.tt 
pleasure to slanJ before such a large audi­
ence, bec.1u5e it shows me that amooi: the 
churches of Christ in South Australia theic 
is Indeed a great inlcrC!>I taken in the work 
in foreign lnnda. Now this C\'cainit 1 want 
to speak lo y~u a l!1tle while _nbO~t the 
religions or I odra. First of all I hnJursm. 

Hinduism Is a system which no one can 
cuctly define. ll is a mixture of 1upersli• 
tlon ond vilo practice, . The llio:Joo is 
completely in the power of the Drahmin 
priest. 1 have l,ceo in homes where the 
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Jillie wtJow1 have been brought out to bow 
to the priest. The1 6rat or all go down on 
tbclr bands and knee1, and tbea tho prieil 
pull bl■ bands on their bead■ ; tbl1 11 to 
ahow that the7 aro completely under bis 
pcnrer. The1e lliodoos would drink the 
waler that the priest bad wubed bit feet io, 
and think that tho1 would be cleaaied from 
all their ,inL 

During m1 &lay in India I paid a visit to 
Deoarea. one of their ucred cities. J t 11 a 
most awful town, full of idols and all kioJs 
of vice aad wickedoeH. Some of the natives 
have uiJ to me, " It 11 onl1 because you 
aro a Christian that you take 101 notice of 
this.'' but I have been told b7 traveller■ in 
India that if one of our most wicked country­
men paid a visit to that town be would ne\'cr 
re~•• one hatr of what he saw or heard 
there. 

I onco aslced a lliodoo what would be 
the outcome of aU this religiousness. He 
then told me that if a man lives a good life 
in this world he will be a stage higher in the 
nut, and if be lives a bad life-well, he goes 
down instead of up. That is one of the re:a­
soos why a Hindoo is kind to :animals, for he 
think■ the soul of his ancestors may he in 
the animal I 

Another side of the question is that 1t 
mues tbo people callous and hard. 1 went 
into one house where a child was lying, 
dying of fever on the floor of the but, and 
ahe was crying out for waler, the mother was 
standing by 11pparcntly unmo\·ed by the 
ple:as of the child. 1 said to her, " Why 
don't you itct the child a drink ?" but she re­
plied, 11 It is better tb:lt she should die than 
to llve a lire of misery." 

There are 291000 widows under the age of 
four years in ladi:a, all too young to know 
that they arc married, and many of these, 
later lo lire, throw themselves down wells 
ro escape the life which they ba\·c to live. 
And tins is done in the name of •• religion." 
I hardly think ir is right to gh•e it the name 
of religion. 

The other most Important religion is 
l\lobammedaoism. Moslem• have five means 
of gaining heaven. They mul't always say 
their prayers, give alms to the poor, go on a 
pUgrimage to Mecca, speak the truth, and fast. 
They pray fi\•e times a day after cnrefully 
washing their faces, hands aod feet ; then 
bowed to the ground they repeat their pray• 
era. I once a~ke<l a true believer what be 
said. He uid be didn't know : but that the 
priest bad taught him Arabic prayers, and he 
repeated them, but ho didn't understand it. 
So that, really, only the educated know what 
ther arc ■ayiog to God. 

hue been in Australia now for nine 
mouths on furlough, and during that time I 
have beard many people say, 0 \Vby not work 
at home, the peor.le ia India have their own 
religions." Wei , I have tried to show you 
what these religions are-immorality, vice 
and wickedness of every description encour­
aged. 

KANAKA REPORT, 

\Ve bad a repetition of what was known 
in the earl! days of the colony as" Black 
Thursday.' It was impossible to look in 
any direction without seeing the bush and 
cane-fieldt on fire. Much damage has been 
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done to tho crops. No rain hning fallen 
for 10me time, and tho beat being uce15h•c, 
water 11 becoming very acarce. Much sick, 
ncss prevails. Through the generosity of 
Dr. Jos. Vcrco, • ·ho bad a large underi;rounJ 
t11nk put down al the miuion house, we ha,·e 
been able to give m1rny or the sick among 
the Kanakas good drinking water, I b11d lo 
bring under the notice of the police 11u1hor­
itics a painful case of leprosy-a Kanak:a I 
hl\'e known for eighteen years. lie baJ 
been unahlc lo work for &omc time, and was 
in vc~ destitute circumstances, but through 
the kindness of the Sunday Scholars and 
teachers or Kc:rmode-st. and Prospec t, South 
Austr;ilio, 1 was able to supply his w,1011 
until he WAS removed to the lazuette . \\'e 
intend lo hne a baptism (o.v.) on Cbrl.\tm;is 
morning. fifteen ha\'c desired to be im• 
mcrscd. Jons T1101i1 rsos. 

Childers, 2-4/ 11 ,19S. 

--o--
Victorian Minions. 

Decanbl, 12, ... 

C-orrespondcnce. 
I alao will ab,w mla, opialaa.-Job ~ 

-o- Ja. 1, 
5£t.tn-a Prohlcm. 

Satan is without doubt the eoem 
and moo, of righteousness and truth 1 °!_~ 
known under the i.criptural names' "'uqbar 
the a_rticle wrillen or as it la pla~'• la 
mnrgm, Book of Job, re,i&ed ,~a die 
,·cr111ry. God ne\'er dcsi,tncd Sata -a4, 
a. ~evil. We understand he fell tbr! ~ be 
pmog to be as God, to usurp autborif .._ 
power. God bas not neither does :t::: 
that S:llan should in aay way be I meaa 
&er\'lnt to carrr out his will. God la I cir 
tbe aul_hor of sm, ca~not be, or coai.: 
Satan 1s one or God I crcatioo • thf 
contro,·crsy from tbe beginning b;. ner C 
who shall rule. Shall the Creator or crtalartl 
~tao seeks , to overthrow Chri■t aDd W. 
kingdom. \\ bereycr evil is Sarao b_ lrlUel 
our br!3t~cr (true). He bu power lo CIOQtql 
lhc dnv1og storm, CID send UI disease. ra .. 

ASS UAL coLLEcnoss. • \oc, \\".11'1 etc., but God and Satan are wwk-
To t/11 c/11,rrhn of Christ i11 Vi, tori,,.-Oo 10~ together (strange combioatioa), aad k 

the first <lay or the ye;ir 1899, which falls on will all r~sult to the glorr of God aod Iba 
the first day or the week, the collection for good of his people. All things work •oeet-, 
tbc l lome Missions will be taken up (o.v.) in for g?od to them that love God. Thia it ... 
the churches of Christ in Victori:i. I ahould 50lut1on of t,hc problem Satan aad nil­
suggest this opportunity as a favorable time •traoi;:~ aolu~!on. Doc, our brother wiill ~ 
for e11ch brother and ,istcr presenting to the to be~ieve ,uth the uoiver1o1l resto~tlOllill 
Lord a NEW ¥nu •s GI FT. tha~ sin, ~tau an~ death arc all God'■ crat 

" Jib 11rovidence bu brought us tbrou, h 
A not her varied )'Ur • 

We all with vo.-s and aothem1 new, 
Defor. our God appur." 

The missionary Committee are i;ust11.iniog 
four ev.ingelists io the E chuca , \Vedderburn, 
Wimmer:i, and Kanlva districts, besides 
giving financial help to others. The CJ:• 

pc:nditun: lo date bas exceeded the income 
by more th:rn Os u Ii UNDKBD Pou:rns, and 
the membcra o( the churches are confidently 
nppcalcd to for mean, to liquidate 1hi1 lla­
b1li1y and carry on the good work till Con• 
fercnce, 1899. 

I have hucly visited the \\'immera and 
Kanlva districls, 11nd hllve witnciscd 1be 
~ood work being done there, and have been 
impressed with the difficuhlcs of ovcr111king 
the work requiring to be done. The ev:in­
gchsts dc:sen·o our sympathy, our prayers, 
;ind all possible encouragement. 

The church o( the living God is the pillar 
and ground of the truth. Therefore we go 
not to the world for money. To maintain 
the apostolic example, for our members to 
say, "\Ve seek not yours, Lui you," It is 
the duty or every member of the churches lo 
give as tho L ord has gi\'en ability. "Not 
grudgingly or of occess1ty, for God loveth a 
cheerful giver." 

"TryloJJ to ple;i.sc him, bow 1lmple the t~k, 
Nol tho lmpos.sililc Jesus I\ Ill o._sk, 
~01 tho prc:postcro111 11artllog deed, 
Uttlo "Ill please b1m IC 10 1·0 1hall but le.1d." 

Wishing all (God willing) a happy prosper• 
ous new year and increased fruitfulness in 
every good work and word, and that this 
year's annual collection may exceed all pre• 
vious years.-Yours in the Lord, 

c. G. LAWSON, 

dcs1go and all evil aball yet be o,·crcome 
with g~ ? J aftinn Christ ~~e to destro, 
Satan, 110 and death. The man1oa of Christ 
is to sue from sin. Christ has dcstro1cd 
the works o( the devil in the hearts and lives 
of the truly obedient children o( God. He 
shall yet have the ultimate glorioo• victarJ 
over ~tao, 1io and death, for be must r~ 
until be bath placed all coemies under 
feet. The last enemy that I.ball be destropt 
is death. Jn the i;tand firtol1, the new 
tioo, there shall be no more death, · 
50rrow nor pain, for the former thinp 
passed away. Behold, 1 create all 
new. Blessed consummation dcvoullJII 
wishl'd for after all the curse and • 
sorrow. ,, R. A. J1,... 

HPLY. 
If Bro. Jenner will kiodlJ read m1 lllkll 

ag:iio be will see that I c:ardulJ7 
against the notion that Satan wu fcirMII 
st:n•c God in bis evil work or that be ii 
so employed. I bold him up u I free 
-free to do bis work of eril to a 
extent. But that God overrules cftl 
work of the devil for bis on glory uUlli 
good of bis people. Bro. J. IIJS tbil la I 
" strange solution." It i1 DO IDOi!,..._. _, 
than true, otherwise God sua«s - • 
the hands o( the deviL I, have.~ t 
the bible supports me iD thlS posl~-t1..a. 
1, :asks i( I believe in uol~~;;ij 
'No, I do not, oor dOCI m7 ~ 1\i 
it. I deal only with the ricbt~ -
destiny of the wicked is perhaps_ a ot .Wdi 
difficult matter, the full kao•ledC• 
we may possess io the future. J, PJffJUl'o 

. -0-- !C Cll.ilfldo 
To flu Editor ,J 1/u AusruLW picl,,,,.. 

A rcw weeks ag~ you •c;:bmil far i-. 
to invite your subscnbcrl t~ .Wei 
consideration aoy recomm 
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they mii;ht Jcsire 10 mlllcc having for their 
0 t,1rc1 the l111pro,-cmenl of your ,r,eckly. 

J hue not availed myself of lhe invitation 
unlil now, u I really ~w iO /rt//, to finJ 
bull with in 111 J:el•up or policy-if I m11y l,c 
pardoned (or usini: tbc l11t1er exprcs.sloo in 

1 relcrrins: lo a rc1J.,,,iou1 DOW'Spapcr-11nd 10 
\ sw.lt ia It to admire.· 

, -..:F• a 'ttJJ Ions time-o,•tr a qu:utcr of 
a • .aaaur,-1 wu "ldeotifieJ" v.11b your 

J people, but for iOma years p:ast 1 ba,•e been 
( 

11 oulslde the pale." I h:ava ,imply st:ayeJ 
11w1y betAusa so m11ny thini;• happened 
"hich ,book my belief in the idenlity of your 
people with tha church or Cbri,t. Thrro 
was apparently so little spiritu:aluy-ro little 
of that dcep,!>CatcJ 1cllgion which Is often to 
be found amoni;st those whose pica docs not 
embrace the bible aoJ the biblo alono; anJ 
10 much that ought to be deplored. 

All of your people ue ruJy, in season 
and out or &u&O'l, to declare themselves 

I 
• Christians, Di~iflts, S,\lsn, but how fcw­

how (ew---1 
Docs It not 60metimes occur lo you, Mr. 

/ Editor, that Instead o( insolently, 11011 In 
! many cases uowutllntahly, arro,::atiog to 

oursch·e these appellations which si,;ni£y 
- -- •Md, and Involve SO ,n1111y mf<,111ib,l1l1t.J, WC 

/ 1bould rath• cnJeuor to bod a place for 
• - '90nel,. la Ibo dust, and crying" My God I bawe mercy upoa m-," offer him the thanks 

o( our toul !or bi1 gc.odneu ia permittipg us 
. to eajoJ 1he 1ua1biae, aad for r,111ating us 

1hr ~pacity to behold with delight all the 
- wooderfol worlcs o( bis bands I And bow 

much rr,oro is tht:rc ulling for our &hanks, 
our praises, aye and our 10bs ? 

Sure.ly these thoughts alone ahould lift u, 
out or 1be dre11Hul condition into v,•hlch 
10me of your people ha\'e sunk . . 

IC the writer o( the lellar &lgned "A Dis­
ciple" which appeared io :,our 'Juuc o( tbc 
8th in~t. ia a fair sample of your present 
membership, 1 pray 1b:at I may never know 
bim, or have any nssociatioa •dth those who 
share bl1 miserable, ~ald-bloodctl, s.av:igc, 
views. Of all the abomfnablc, God-disbon• 
oring lolminarioa• .. hicb I have evl'f seen In 
a religio111 paper, bis letter OIi page 396 
beau■ Ibo lot.."t • • •· 

l -li1 opening ar~umcnt, In which be statcs 
that the ordinance or baptism ., • ., ordained 
by our Lord as a lest, or rather THE test 
at tho believer'• love and lbyahy, is wholly 
laadvisablc, and without any sciipture war• 
mt, wrilleo or implied. And to my mind 
bu reasoning and conclusions throughout 
are H inane :ind grou:,que as bis misrepre-
1e11tatioos cue bordering on the bluphemous. 
Sate me from aucb a monster as be makes 
himself out to be. 

; ADJ- now, Mr. Editor, for my 1ccom­
r.1e11clalioa. .l>o not 11llow •uch con1ribution1 
to depade 7our columns. They can do no 
good, and Ibey •iul do b:arm, 

1--.-Cbe mitd• or tho1e or your members 
-\,i11 an DOt or the dread(ul Pharisee types, 

•.ldocJ mull cause a Cccliog o( Intense rcsc:ot­
conaent. 
,,.. Tb111 will hurl the young people; and 

·' 
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history, 10d stooJ amongst the ndccmtd 
long before the question or baptism was 
mado a bogic of, l>y such creatures as your 
Disciples and othrr popi,b 111·ri1cr11. 

And further, bow can you foce the Chri,, 
tian world when your columns ore made the 
vehiclo for Castine 1luu upon Cbri.sluos or 
1111 dcnomio1111oos, outside o( your own 
hule coterie? 

I hllvll been a suhscrlhcr to your paper 
and its prcd~ra for thi~y yurs_, and 
this must l,c my excuse for takin~ the hbcrly 
o( writing you :1t some lrni,:1b. 1 b:a,•c ne\'er 
troubled you bdore, and 1 sh:all oe\'cr addre55 
you again for publication, unless rou desire 
me to do 10. This letter is pl1110, :and I 
think \'cry much to the point; and if It docs 
not rouse &orne of your people up, I ab:ill 
be mistaken aod much disappointed. 

Very truly youra, 
Pit.A.DA. 

u :PLY, 

\Ve fail to sec any i:;rut crlrne a follower 
of Christ is commilling lo calling bim,d£ 
any of the al>ove names, as they arc all war• 
runtcd by the book which he bas taken as a 
~uidc of li(e. He may bo a very unworthy 
Christian, etc., but if he is In Christ lie h:a.s 

JGlmg diu:iples, who ue too apt to think 
lbat a■ S•1■/J (in the old acceptation of 1ba 
word) they stand beat.I and sbouldera above 

L. lftrJbody else, iocludiog past generations of 
Cbm1ian1 who have adorued the world's 

:a right to nny or :ill the names. All this 
1alk :ihout Christians "arro~ating" to tbe111-
seh·e1 ~ c w T cs1a nicn1 1111111es ariiCS from 
the fact th:.l many u( the cl11IJreo of God 
c.:ill 1hc111sc:lvci. l,y names not found m the 
book. Will the reaJcr kindly note what our 
corrc,poodcnt u ys of the letter of" A Dis­
ciple" :ippc.1ring ID our issue or Decemb~r 8. 
lie then asks us not 10 allow such contribu­
tions 10 degrade our columns. Now i£ any• 
thing more unlo\'cly, uncharitable or vindic­
ttve has appeared in our pages dunng the 
pot twdvcmonthstlu1n the letter or 11Pr.cJa," 
then i1 has escaped our attent100; :ind that 
too from one who h:is left us because or our 
lack of "splrituahly " and "Jeep• seated 
rcli,;ion."' We lluml>ly tru!.I that i( tbi1 is 
the kind o( 111101: which folk s learn who arc 
"oulside the pale," the rest 0£ our people 
m.iy st:ay in, We very nuldly submit that 
1( the writer b.id taken up lhe statements or 
"A JJisciple" and answered them in the 
&pirit o( ",weetness and light," It wouhl 
have been II much better :argument In (nor 
of " Jc:cip•acatcd religion " than such choice 
(?) expressions as "miserable, cold-blooded, 
1,a,·age," "Inane 11.nJ groleMtue," "blasphe­
mous," nnd "monster," with a number more 
hkc lhem. We bavt:nc,·crbcco~skedlo 11 face 
the Christian worlJ " with a more unchris1-
hke coot1ibutioo than the abovi:. Our cor• 
respondent hopes that bis letter will "rou5e" 
up M>me o( our people. l\layha ao; but i( 
they can't express tbcmsc:h-es in a spirit 
more lo harmony with" deep-seated religion " 
than ho bu done 111·c shall be ashamed or the 
whole lot o( them : besides, we do not want 
them to send their contributions our way. 
We know 10metbing of the people in these 
colonies who want to be known simply as 
Christians, di.c:iplcs or saints; and while 
there m:ay be and no doubt 11.re some unlo,•ely 
characters among them, yet for rul New 
Testament ~pintuahty and II d~p - 1ea1ed 
rehgioo" they will compare favoral,ly with 
the \ ' Cl r be.st of II Christians or all Jcoo11110-
11.tion1' of whom our good friend 10 elo-
quently speaks. Eo. 

I 
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Sunday School. 
TI-o WffC tlictt bnM,cbt unto LJm Uttk daildna. 

- )laubaw 19 : IJ --L•.....o" POI )A" l 'AU S-111, tf.n 

"C11k1ST'1 PtlllaT D1:.c11•Lula.'' 
Johll I ' Jj 46 

C.OWLN TL".\"T -·· DtA,,IJ, lb LI-" t/G.J ~-J,·h 
I . .)(;. 

These II first dlM:iples" were gaioeJ about 
forty days aher the b1ptism o( Jc,us h1, John, 
for the templalioo h:ad intcr\'encd. 1 he day 
1,cforc the e,·ents o( our lesson took plaCl', 
John bad also poiotcJ out Jt:sus as the Lamb 
or God-the day ahcr bis. conversation with 
tho priests 110d Levites. Now be repeat■ 
the great eouociatioo, " Uchold, the Lamb 
or God," for the benefit of two o{ bi, disci­
ples. What thoughts t1rould these 5imple 
words 1aise io the minds or pioll! Jen I 
The dcl1,·eraocc or Israel was aasocialed 
with a lamb-the paschal lamb; lamb■ wen 
part of the continual Mosaic sacrifices (N um. 
28: 1-6); now, if they ao but realise ii, 
they are told that in their prcscnc:o ia tbo 
di\11nely-1ppointed aotitype 0£ these, here i■ 
th, Lamb of God which bcaretb the sins or 
1he world, indeed," the Lamb slain from the 
foundation or the world," No wonder the 
two who beard John w~re so Interested as to 
follow Jesus. \\'ho were the two 1 One 111·11 
know was Andrew ; lhe other doubtlesa John 
himwU - another Instance of the •~tic 
sinking bis own ldenlity. Notice bow easily 
they founJ 1be Master. How gracious the 
Lotd was I Here is an cxcmplificatioo or 
the principle, "Seel., and ye ~ball find," He 
turned and askcJ, " What !eek ye 1" In 
terms denotial\ respect and almost containing 
a plea for disc1plobip they ansv.·ct, 11 Rabbi, 
where abidl!!t thou ?" Perhaps they only 
thought 0£ a visit later; be bids them come 
and sec now. We c:io ima,;ine the happy 
time they hod: as it was the lcntb hour 
(nbout four o'clock in tba afternoon) they 
abode with him that day. 

Let u1 notice tb6 result 0£ that announce­
ment of the Uaptist. Andrew is the fun 
one mcationed as coming to the Saviour. 
We know but little or him; in Act■ he only 
appears in the hst of apostles. Yet be 
brought a Peter to tho Christ, Surely ha 
~111 l,c remembered long £or that "He liod­
elb first bis own brother Simon." Soma 
ba,•e uodrrstoo<l this 1tatemeot to mean that 
Andre" found Simon l,cforc John found 
James; his brother, or be found (Jeter bdora 
1-'ctcr found him ; perchance we arc to un­
dculand that thiJ wu tho fiul task ho took 



in baad. So Peler found t~e l\l~slah, and 
bad a aew aame glvea to him. Simon, tho 
IOD of lobn was beacefortb lo be called 
Cepbu Pel~r)-a aamo ai,;nilicao~ of lho 
change which was to transform him who 
r.aa impulsively weak, oven IO Car as lo deny 
bis• Lord, into a hero of faith who 11·011!<.I 
11aad undaunted before the ,treat Sanhec.Jnn 
itself. Next day Jesus finJeth Philip, ~ho 
with Andrew and Pclcr was of Bcthi-.a1da, 
and called him. Hera we have tho first 
"Follow mc,"-tbc first recorded cnll to he 
a disdplc. The response was immediate. 
J>hilip too considered it a pri\'ilcgc to bring 
annlber to tbe Massiah ; "oulcJ tbat all dis­
ciples cJicJ 10 I He round Nathanael, who is 
generally identified with lfartholom-:w. The 
reasons for this idcnlifi~tion are, brielly :-
1\laUhew, Mark and Luke spc3k of Barthol• 
omcw, and do not mention Nalhanacl; John 
tells of Nathanael, and says nothing of llar• 
tbolomcw. Again the three associated Philip 
with Bartholomew, while John tells us thnt 
Philip "found" Nathanael. It astonished 
Nathanael to hear of tho Messiah of promise 
comin,: out of despised N:izueth. Philip 
gave the best reply possible, one wbicb 
would an11ibilate theoretical objections: 
" c:!me and 1ec." He came, and was abun­
dantly convinced. So of Christ's religion, 
Pracllcal experience of it renders theoretical 
objections of none effect. 

"Mission schools may learn a blessed 
lesson Crom this humble beginning of the 
lcingdom of God. One man knows the Christ. 
He tells two; one of them finds a third. 
Now four know him. But the Christ him• 
self fin:1s one, and thmt one picks· up another. 
Now there are six, and the Master. And 
thus from the smallness of a mustard seed it 
bu grown, and ha■ been proven unconquer­
able. The bumble congregation of six, which 
Christ uaembled on Jordan, has spread into 
all the earth, and bas possessed tho centuries" 
(Edulit), A. R. MAIS. 

From The Field. 
TIN Odd II dis wodd.-Maub- 13: ]I. 

-o---
Vidoria. 

Poo'HC8AY,-Durlo1 wt lhreo months 1lx COD• 

......_ ProapKta ~ - Bro, Jona pused a-, al1er a leas m-oa 17th, •rcmariam aervice 
HI )1111., l'1)1). D,v, j . \Y, DHWICIC, 

MAL\'DJI -The ann,verary meelln1 of 1he Ml•• 
lioD Dud wu beld on the 7th lnat. Soal(t, ret.11a1lons, 
ate.,.,... nDdarad by awn'-s ud frlencb, and F . 1J. 
l.adbmolt 1111d A. B. Mutoe fa'l'Ond •hb mlsalonary 
add-. · Refrahmeati ,nre provlda:1; and Iha 
..._, Yhi, .. upl'ftaed 11wn..i .... aa beia1 pleum 
•itb lhe iilfort IO enlerlaln aad tn11ruc1. Tbl D&11d 
11111 1aod wart.Ins order. • 

Dec. 17· . I.I, E . r . 
WA■111· ■ WUT-Tb.,. ua Jo,-ful •wa lo lall of 

-t. a.Ins u...S In lhlt. pan G( Iba Ptlallee dlatrlcl. 
II G . 0-• bapalKd ala lalo Cbrt11 In &he wrller'a 
dua ••- a a-11, n11mbn of •lt-. Tha 
,.._ (Ilana) •Ill ba bapua.l ID Iba cha.pal at Brim. 
Olliaa U9 ns-ctad la c:aaa - · The Iota) aambn 
.. 1 I I- - la elnm. lbe &nt bda1 CICIIJ a ■hort = 111D, TIM hlcla an lncl-S wbtia uata b■nat. 

Dnu wlU fltala IO na4 tbll •w■, u be fin& 
~ ...._ bJ Dna. 0.-... '-1• Ev-

1ne Austra1Jan Christian. 

anll and Connor, whoso labon lhe Lord bu blca-S 
abandao1ly. Dn>. Orm,ne hu Iha happJ fa.c:ahJ of 
plllog all lo work, and I■ • power (cw good wber-r 
hal• 

l.>ec. IJ- GILPS•T Gouu11: 

DALL.HAT EAliT.- H . G Picton 11 ■till fffNchlo1 
al Dallaral Ea.sl lo nry ,:oocl meetlngw. On Sunday 
evening, l>Kembcr ... IWO from lhe Sund.y School 
-r• baplbed. Ddon, lhe bapll■ms Oro. l'lcton 
preached 10 lhe largest gathering - ha,,e had for 
aomo llmo, tba pla.ca being crowded. \Ve, are espect• 
lni: more converalon•. The whole, of lho church la 
,-ery pr01pero111, and ,.c 11~ enjoying goocl limes. w ll 

--o-

Queensland. 
W!!ST Mon:roli -The h.aH-yculy mee1fog of our 

commltlcc w.s held at Rox,·ale on December 10. 

lJro. Wa1kln1 presided Tho lolal addition■ lo our 
number from all 110uroo during 1h11 la.at sls months 
an, 2J. Earnest effort• on 1be part of the commlllcc 
mulled in 1be appointment o( H.. J. Cl<>w, of Vlc1orla, 
10 usi.&1 our cvangcliJL, P . J Pond, unlil Conference, 
wbkb i• 10 be held at Muburg on Good Friday next 
TrulJ lhc ban·cst Is great. bul the laborers a.re few, 

All churches arc n:qucslcd 10 note that It ha5 been 
decided lo fall in line wllb lbe 50n1bern Conferences 
by appoln11ng tbe tint S11nd11y in J11nuuy as homo 
mluion Sunday. Will churches kindly arrange, and 
forward collcc:110111 to tho president, Oro. Wm. Wat­
kin■• Thornton, or 10 1be lrc.uurcr, P. J. Pond, Mar­
burg, 

We adno ... lcdge "''lib thanks the follo.-.io6 sums 
con1rlbutcd lo tho mission since Jone 1- RO"..ev11lc, 
£6/1 /6 ; Marburg, £ 6 1 Ml W:ilker, ls ; l\tilboog, 
£3/10/-· Ml. Wbltc1tono, fz/7/-; Spring Creek, Greco­
mount and Weal Haldon, £1/10/i : Tborn100, [l/1/3 ; 
Klllarney, £1 : Bro. Alf Pccchy, 10/-; Uro Wm. Al• 
corn, 10/-. \VM, D&ILU. 

---o---
New Zealand. 

AUCl'LAND JOTTl!CCS - Three lmmcnlona OD COIi• 

feuin1 Christ last evening, 1\\0 ~log the pa.rcnis al 
1wo 7oun1 1i.s1cn who hill'O bcco In the church lcsa 
1han a year, 1he tblrJ a member o( 1h11 young men'• 
bible cllus and 1hc youngest w n of our la1e Uro. 
Do•ncy. Tbcso three nre lo a measure at least tho 
fruit or Sonday School ""ork. At 1h11 clo,c of 1he 
meeting a )0ung wornLD ln1lm1ued her desire 10 be 
lrnmc:.--1. The baptism '"lll laakc pla.ce on WcJn~­
day ~ ·cning. 

The Auckland tnJustrial and Mining EJLhlbilloa l1 
now open and Is s:enerally considered a aucceu 
Dretbreo lo Awtralla wishing 10 spend a /10Jitl.blt 
holiday could no1 do boiler than vlsil our clay now 
They would be heartily wckomcd by the church 

hero. o---- T . J. D ULL. 

South Australia. 
Pou r1a11c.-Lu1 Lonl'1 ~ay enning we baptbed 

a youn1 lad7 who bu been an 1t1entlve bearer o( tho 
I.nub. and aootber has dccJded 10 obey the Lord ln 
hb own way. Ploue permit roe hue 10 1hank anti 
Inform lhe various hnlbren from whom I ha\'O l'e· 

cclnid ■uch wann Invitations 10 lhelr ho,pltalhy dur• 
ln1 my holiday, lhal lo con-,uanoa of II la.lilng 
looser lo lellla m, bualnes• affain I •Ill DOI be able 
10 lu,-e home before Iha second • ·ccli ID Januar,. The 
The chun:h al Alberton. S.A.. wlll have m7 6n1 vl■h . 

N W. llonlT. 
oawoon.-On Thunda, nealn1 laaa tbe omca• 

bearen Uld taadiera or oar S11Dday School vlahed tho 
homo of Uro, A. Wair, our l11a Sunday School nper• 

ln1eaden1, ud Oro. Rankine oa'behalf 
preaa,led Oro Weir wllb a beautlllll O 
Ulble, u a lolim of lhelr ■f'J)l'edatloa 
rendered by Dro. Wcfr to 11,a Schcal 
enl durtna lbe past cl1h1 yun. bn> 
alao prexnl. and • h1mn-hook wu 
for Iha ht_lpful aenlcea ct"ai Ill 
anniversary. Doth bre1hrea nilably 
pleasant evening wu apau ICJlether. 
evc:nlnl{ wl the choir gave a Xma 
scrlpluro nadln,ra 'Wffl! fioren afa. 
sun~ !\Ir J . G WrlAhl p.-e an 
the blnh of Chrl••• Lut r',ht tba 
pc.aled. Dro Rankine 1a,-. an 

:Same of Jau1." ---:---o----4. C. 

New South Wala, -WOOLLAIIU.- Tbe au• la ■tllJ .. ,.._, __ 
&gley la laborili& with u, lbe aia..:.: 
having Ju•t ugqcd bhn for a -.I ,-w 
month■. During the le\-ca mon&• al._ 
work "'e have added lo our rail p _....._. 
leucr, 17 b1 faith and obedlcaca 

At our aanh-enar1 m•llac ,.._., ._ 
cc l\-ed Into 1t1C111bushlp. Uld al 11N aipa 
1wo wen, lmmeracd, ud lwo odllln _..,.. 
l11hh lo the Lord Tbe ball -■ .._ law, 
gneal lnterat e,·laced. The --·■labl -lap 
well aueaded, and 1he Sudar Sdlool ta a 

Dec, 19. ,\. W SUIIAUTOK, 

Here and · There. 
Hae a llbk ud liiaw a Bak.-lalala d 1 , .. 

V~C . A N S.W. MISSlO~ SUNDAY I 

ANNUAL COLLECTIONS'I 

LORD'S DAY, JANUARY l■T, 111\J,glll 

A NEW YEAR'S GIFT f'ROl& AU.Ill 
Doa'l fa.ii 10 looli al Co-alog Ew•lla. 

Two ooa(ewou al Woollabn Suda7 alp&. 

H you have aot ontand ,our 1Gppl7 Gf 
for 11199, now 11 tbe &Ima. 

We nollce thal R. J. Clo• bu c:om....S 
as an eva11gcli.tJ in ~aeruland. 

Our Original Artlci. I■ allahtlJ tone. bat • 
1bould fall to read It oo Iha& a0001111t. -

S S. UICIOlC,- Annaal uamloalica •tll ba 
April . Subjec111-Firsl qurtar'a t,_.., 

C. A. Role baa rcmowcd from Syd-, IO 
N .S. W , "''here ha ma1 ao• b. add,-!, 

Then wu a sood cro•·d al L1coa1t.­
olgh1, and on• 7oun1 mu confc::ued Chrla, 

A crvwdcd mce1ln1 al Enmon, wt 
u usual. Al &he clooc sh. youal( paopM 
Chrisl. 

G . Newby, of Tania, ooe of tbe pl11all 
church lo 1h11 l'dannln1 RI.-. disUicl. la oa 
SydPCy. 

Tbe church In Lygoa-st lnvlle all •llo 
pleasant oullo1 oo New \'ear's day to lh■ir 
Pn:stoa. 

WIii the Sl•lcn o( r.telboume iwd ■u 
note Iha pn)a' moctln1 to be held In S• 
on J11.11. 6 • 

The office o( 1he Auural Co. •ill 
11,foaday. TuadaJ and WednadaJ, 
37th IUld ~tb. 

Tha SydaeJ C .E. and l'e1enbam l'dulul 
meal Society tntcnd boldla1 • picnic al 
Park oa J aauary HI. 



Dcccm bet l2 , 1 S9S. The Australian Christian. 

We :rn: ~ding oat a ,uprl,mcn t to our llj:Cnt, 
t bis "cc.\, "hlch we hope tb.ey wlll m.uc i:ood Uf.CI or. 
Th<) u lll know uh11.t to do with It, 

T he 1u11uw Endcn or Union p\crilc .... 111 be held at 
I lorticuhu~ Show Grounds on Dod ni: Day Hot 
v,1.u~r. n,lnp, ~ c, on the ground. All Invited. 

Wo wbh thlll 11.II thmc \1i , hln11 to a,all them sch cs 
a l our i.pecl11 offer \l'Ould re:i.d the conditions on an• 
other p:igc. The 1ubscrip1\on lor one ye:ar must bo 
s;ent In lull. Ira, from 01chan110. We ha,o rccch'Cd 
a lot ol lcllcrw asking questions about the ma.tier \Vo 
can 't nuke ii any plainer than "c hllve 

G D. ~loyxy and G T . \\'nldt:n mue a month'• 
c.chlUl!;C ln Jknuuy-Fehruary. Thl, \\Ill be a cl1:i.o,tc 
for Swan,1on-11 and Enmoni iu well a., lor the 
prcachcn. 

Whal iare you 1:oing lo do during 18')? towards 
helping 10 Inc~ the clrcul11.1lon or the paper, ,o 

that we~ mue II every •nck lhe u me 1lz,e as this 
double number 1 

H G P icton gu-e a \'Of)' lnlcrestlng lantern lee­
lure Ill Pccl ,strcet chapel, Dall&n1t Eau, on TuC1dll)', 
Dcccmber i lh. The audience wu highly pl~ 
with the pictures, wbl: b wuc taken by Dro Picton 
Those whlc.h caused the most aenutlon were the 
classes or 1be Sonday School.-W.R 

A cood meet ing 111 Petersham Sonday olgbl. At 
the c.l01e :a lady wu baptl!Od, and a young ,.'Om.an , 
daullblcr of Dro. J Roots, a wc-11,lmown dim ple, 
conlca-1 Christ. 

From n printc lrllcr lrom l uac Selby we learn 
Lbat he tnd hi1 family arc •ell and enjoying them• 
IC!vi:, In the United Stale. lie promiacs to write a 
leller Car our columns &00n, 

Good mcctlog at Fitzroy T abernacle Sunday night, 
one young man lrom the Sunday School baptised, and 
11.t the close his mother m.ado the good coalcsslon ; 
Dros. Swain and Cook 1pcuing 

We bad 11. plcuant call lut ,.,ck lrom Bro, Hun, 
of the church at Penh, W .A He ,peaks bopelully 
or the aosc lo the West, nad espec.Wly or tho work 
la the apha.l Oro lieut la on a visit to old friends, 

Mra. Dlogham anJ lamlly, from the church a t 
Dnimmond, hnc rcmo~ to Dooltie District They 
woold be glad to know al aoy disciples In that plaoc. 
AddrCS3, l!n. Dlngb1U11, Doxwood l'.O , near Dooklc. 

Do ..-c Intend lo cnla'l{e? We sh.di see thlll the 
!)Qpcr cro•• ... , th the 1ubscriptlon 11..st That ls a.II 
\ffl can promise. The paper will be u large u h b 
00-. " 'U'f 1«<k, and u much larger u \lrC can mue 
lt. 

Tb.ere was 11. lioe meeting 1.1 Lnon-11rcc1 on 
Thursday night last, when two Chlocse brethren were 
baptised, A large numbe.r ol the Chinese sch olars 
were prexot. We arc glad to note th i.J C\'ldcncc of 
Pf'Dltl'eU. 

During the lin t /cw months or 18?9, bqlnnfng in 
the 6nt number, 110 propose publ11hlng 11. Ille ol Alex. 
Campbell It ls a most lasdn111lng 1tory, 1plcndldly 
told, ,.hlcb a.looe ,.111 be worth more thllo we uk tor 
tho wbolc year 

Quite a nomb,r ol C1111n1L'O ue sent out free to 
1h01:11 unable to pay. Any deslrinK to help In this 
WOT k are Invited 10 do 10. You can either have the 
paper Wit to 11.11y address la.mlshed by younell, or 
leave the 1D.4ller "1th u a. 

The a.nlclc In another column he:aded " Religions 
a l I ndia," ls ma.de up al brief ootes or nn address by 
lolla Archer, Daptist mluionary delh·cred al the SA 
Con!crcncc, The notes were tuen down and type­
written by l\llu E. I\J, Smith, al tho Groto-1lrect 
church. 

At South Mo.lbournc lu l Lord'• day momlnl( one 
urothcr •u restored, 11.11d 111 tho gospel meeting In tbc 
cvcnlng two were lmmenc(), one an aged brother ol 
IC'TC!lly•four . Another made the good coolcu ion, 
and signified her desi re 10 wallt In obedience to the 
Lord'• command, . 

We b:i,•c not the lust obJoctlon to ony or all of our 
c1cl1nngcs copying from our p:,ges They arc ,.eJ. 
coma 10 the many rood things "e procnt 10 our rad• 
on lrom wt"C.k 10 "eek. Dul "" tblnlt the very lc:ist 
1bey migh t do ls 10 11.Ckaowlcdge the 10urcc from 
which ii coma An ci durn,:u now before us bu 
1hr.., aclec11ons lrom our p:igcs, 1,ut not a word ol 
tb3.llks 

The church al Hawthorn gne A. ll. M11.in a fare. 
well soch.l on the et\·cnln,i of Dec 7, 111 the close a l 
bis two years' labor ,.; ,b them, A number or klodly 
1mcl appropriate !alb • -crc given, lntenpcncd 
with mlllic . O n bcha ll or the church, l\ro Ftngcr 
presented D10. Main with II pocketbook cont3.lning 
[8 A R. 'Main ts spending ;,, lew ween preach• 
Ing Ill Drummond, bis home 

lo Lbo Shire llall, Cambcr....ell, lut S:1turd11y 
a ltcrnoon and evenin1t, tbc Burwood Boy's Home 
held a. \'ery auccnslul Chri~tmu Flol'lll Fair. There 
"u ll good crowd al sympathisers a l thi, noble work 
and a cood progn.mme or mus!Clll items wu prc~nted 
1ucrc w:11 I\ splendid dl1pl:.y or no"cn and pol plants, 
many of which ~~ sold. A Chrlstml\1 prc,ent to 
the llomc woald oow be lo order 

Tho Speech Nicht of the Pr~ran Collrgc took 
pl:u:e lut Frldl)' evening lo tho local to,.'ll ball . wh ich 
wu Oiled 10 the doors. This efficient lu1tilu1lon 
ls under the princlpalshlp or the 1111.sses L:ung A 
, cry cnjorablc p rogr:unmo wu presented and at the 
close the l\la)'Or or Pr.lbnui, 1\ho pre.sided, d istributed 
n la.rge nomber ol priz.e, The re por: a l Ibo b~ 
muter showed the school to be In 11. h ighly pr01perous 
condition. We can recommend this school to those 
hulng chlldrcn to cduc.o.te. 

J . C. Dlcktoo "ho \l'en l lrom SA. to AmeriCll last 
year, and who b located at Cllhon Forge, Virginia, 
recch-cd an urgen t request to continue u tho preach• 
er A church in Canad.a bad I.VI\ him II unADimou1 
ull to work wiLh them, bu t when tho brethren cit Chf• 
ton Forgo beard a l It they • •ould not hur or bl.s le:iv• 
tng. une m~. ao l\l D, 11 member ol the cburcb, sa.ld 
tha t Dro. Dlck10n bad done the church more i:ood 
than llD}' preacher they he1d c1·cr hat! An elder In tbe 
church, a judge In the law couru , urged Uro D ick10n. 
to stay, for tbe church wu gettlog into such a heolthy 
state Bro L lcluon acts on the prfoclplc or gelling 
everyone to work. 

Obituary. 
To Uvt Is Oirist 1 and to die ls pln.- Pbll. 1 : 21 . 

---o---
SEEDSMAN.-Agalo It Is our painlul duty to 

record tbcdatb of 11.1101hcrol our ~lstcn In the chorch; 
We h11,·e been panlng through n \"CT')' iark period 
d uring the past sla months, r.e,·enl or our members 
b11vo been ailing, and oar Sister Scedsman b tbc 
thin) 1iatcr who bu fall.:o ulccp In Jesus during the 
put three mooth~. Our youn,: aister was just ~ 
) earl llDd s months old wbeo she wu called :iway. 
She wu born In Geelan!(, tb.o onl)' 1urv\\'lng daughter 
of our esteemed Dro. and Sister Chrillophcr, 11110 a l 
Gccloog, now a l S . Alric:&. She vu Immersed by 
Bro. Park 10mc 11 yara ogo, and thus wu bMugbt 
op In the church. A1 0. scholar and ICAcher in the 
Sunday School, she was ever rcndy lo do BDY i.crvice 
for her Lord and Mu1,r. As 11. church member she 
v,as ahnys in her pla.c:e 111 the Lord'• clmy meetings lo 
re.member the Loni's death, 11.nd the public wor&blp. 
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On all occulons her prcs,cncc \\11.S II source or ,un• 
1hine to the membcn. 1hc wu ever rudy wi th 11 

1mllo :iod a kind word Our sl11cr w-as murlcd lo 
Oro A. E. Scedsman, the cl1urch ia:retary, lour yan 
11.go, and It acems so bard that altrr four years ol 
umon one 1hould be taken ll\\ll)' ~ d 11. rrnl m:i.da 
in 11, happy borne ; bot we CilllDOt aec Ill ~nl the 
working• o l our htncnly F1ther, "ho d~lh 11.ll 
thine• " ell, and we rc.ly on h i, proml111 that wh om 
the Lord lo,·e th be chutenclb Our sister wu 
only UI fo r a r, w days. 11..11d 1hc puscd away 
on the 1th No,·embcr In lull assunoce al a g lorious 
re,iurrccllon, lier meuagcs 10 bcr parents and to htt 
husband, prior to her decease, a.re ..-ords long 10 be 
remembered as tho testimony al a Christian I~ word 
11nd deed. Bro Putman carne Crom ?ilclbouroe and 
conduc:t.ed the burlu 1oervice to a large a.uemblage 
gathered to pay the lut respects to Ille departed, and 
Oro Lochhcad held a mcmoria.l 1rn ice on the follow• 
Ing Sund11y tor oar Sister, Marray, Durie and Seeds­
man to .a crowded house. \\'e pny for our brethren, 
and trust the Lord \till hleu and 11rcogthen them In 
their u.d trial W D 

IN MEMORIAM, 
HANNAM.-ln lovrng mcmor1 ol Albert \ 'lctor 

(Llenie), the clcarly,lo,·ed little ll-On of II and S. A 
Hannam, who died on December 29th, 1Sg; , 11.gal s 
years aod 7 months 

For man)· yun our lamily chain 
\Va, fondly linked together, 

But O I that chain is broken now­
Ooc I.LD.li is con.c fore\'CJ' 

ln5Crtcd b y h i~ lo,·lng parent 1, H . :rnd S A 1111.n• 
nam, Torrens-st , College l'lll'k, S. A, 

Coming Events. 
Obauvt the t.lmt ol t.bd, comlnr.- Jcrcmb.b 8 : 7. 

DEC 21,.- Endea,·oc Union Picnic. Horl ic;oh ural 
Gardens, Burnley Fricod.s !Ire Conliallr l o,•ucd. 
Hot w:11, r p ro,·lded free A Shon Scnlcc will be 
bcl4 a.I twllighl, al .. b,cb Oro HaJtKer will gh-e an 
add?,,u, 

JAN, •1,-Cburch of Christ, Lyl(on.-1 , CM h on 
Picnfo, H'\w \'c.u's Day Al 1111.mlhon'a pwdock, 
Proton. lf,.11 bn,thrtn "Ill be ..-clcome. 

JAN. 12.-Tcmpcrancc Committee mceu 6n1 
Mond:1y in cub month. :-at mectlni: will (n ,·.) be 
held on January 2nd, 1&)<). 

IAN & (P'rld&y).-Swan11on-strect Sisters' PrA)'Ct 
an Pra)eT l\leetlng l\Jrs P , Lodbrook will/reside 
Papers will be contributed on " Prayer " an ";sew 
Oppcmunltlcs," All Sm ers lo,.lted. 

Aclmowledgments. 
The &11 "" Is miiwt ll!ld the cold b mint, .a lib the 

Lord ot haib.- Haua.l 2 • 8. 
-<>-

FOREIGN l\llSSIO:-l FUND. 
t::laanell Oros , N.Z .. .. .. £1 10 o 
S, School, Sbcp~ton, \'1c .• U, . • o 10 o 
s-,u1h Australia, per F .l\l. Commlucc .. 6o o o 

121 ColUns-,t, Mtlb f'. M Lcon.oo K, Sec. 
1 ◄6 Qoccnsbury-st , N. ~ elb Roar. LYALL, T rc:u. 

To Subscrihus. 
W. Cubbto, i /•: G . P. l'omcll, Geo. Dicken, . D 

A. Lewis, Mrs Harwood. L . Martin , l\l n H url, lli" 
Jack.,on, 5/ : Ju. Drake, C. Aoderson, W . Cowper, 
Geo. Ttmplcm11n H. Templemao, T. 11.nd ), S1:1nycr, 
ll rs Dudley, L A. lloutn1, Mn W fl Deer , T 
Ha..'klns, 10/•: W. T, S, llarrls, u /J ; P, J, ~lier, 
q /•; lit. Cerdcrnao, 15/ ; Wm. \\'ri11h1, L. II Robln-
110n, 2s/·, J . Rothery, ◄Sf•; E, A. Riches, 17/G: lJ 
Battcralc)', 62/•. 
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RESCUE IIOJJE 
nanH■llr. ,..._,_ 

Mrs. L eo,.- a. A&lnnJJ, Q. 
Mn. o■na. ca.arante 
Mr. TnnJI, LJ&OG•lll'NI 
a,,. p, udbnm, Drt,b1oa 
Mn. Crouch. - , Doacullff' 
A Friacl. Adalalda. S..A. 
A Frt.d. Drua 
Clulrdl w.i1.tard, N Z. 

H__..Q. 
.. ffoaao l'lortti. N.Z. 
., llladmanb, S.A. • , 

Buqawa.lt,711 , • 
oJ.' Canb. Mn. Coh-1.11. Alhwell, Q. 

., Mia Kllfl', S7dn-, , • 
., M.11, Emerald ,. 

., {1 I 0 
o I G 
0 ,S 0 
I o O 

0 0 
0 0 

I D D 
I O o 
O 7 .) 
D 16 0 
.) D D 
J O D 
.s 9 0 
I I 0 
0 l,S 0 
I D 0 \'ldortu Silaen' Esec111ln 

w. Cowper •• o I 6 
J r,nwu, Annadale. 

OHO. P. COWAP RELIEF FUND. 

, .lln. T . R&lhon. 7/6 : Chun:b Palteoham, 8/6 : 
Chardl Hu1ln11, NZ, zo/•: CI' P, ,S/·: Church 

The Australian Chrlstfai 
\'1111do. 10/•' Church Runn)'ftleda E ., 10/•: If. W• 
Grmn, Chei1a1bam, ,SI-: lfn. Al-, Cb•llenbam, 
1/•: r.ln. Boyd, 10,'•: lfn. Day, North Melbcnam•, 
1/•: Mr. Sykes, Doaculer, 1/6. .. 

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND. 

Church \'ando, per Sl11ar J. Strar,ie, • • [I 10 o 
Do Ronn7mcd• E., per Sfstn- Oldens • • o 19 o 
Sll lff C. s1.vc.01011, \VA.. pu Slaler 11111 .. 0 19 6 
Dro T . rousr, Meredith .. .. , o o 
I 

.. ~lll(ord," 
ChDn:h·tl , Jlaw1bom. 

MARRIAGE. 

[J 19 6 
J. A DA\'1111, 

Tre.u. 

On lhe 1.51b December, 1871, by Mr Hammill, 
Evanpllll, al 1ho realdenoe o( th• brlde'1 brother. 
R~ont•&trsl, Pnbrao, Frank Felix, eldest toa or F. 
U Payno, commiulon a,tent, London, 10 Sarah Jane, 
aeccnd dau•h•cr or 1be late Robert Simmond,, con• 
1r.1c1or. or l'rahran (Sllicr Weddlnc) l'teKDI ad­
drttt, hhn,:1on•llffi!l, Colhn,twood. 

Decemb. 1a. •-.; 

WANTED. 
TO nonnow .no by Church 11 
Sn:uri1y I. GunAW, Secntary. R~ 

SHASIOB BOARD AND RltSID 
Vi1hon 10 Mclboarne, Nnr Arrini. l 

CaJI u,-. Comfortabl■ Accoaunodatio.- ... 
i.5 DuCOH■•11LD PA■..o■ (fadoc Ille~ 

P.uK, nar Tn111 Tenni. ~ 
Termt l.lodora1e. IIRs~ 

fcon .1 JI. PA■ILY ITA■D. 
To S. W. 11n,._ Par\talllff.. 

De¥ Sit- I lau11 Ille l'ftUII pa..,,,_ 11, 
ln110., "YA■■A " Lllll■■-T . ._ 
llme I• ow lamllr, ■q>cl&llf, lot~ 
- • loo Inda II - • • Acac - I• ,_ 
In •~. &c. I aloo .. ,. - ID • 
I••~ Uld che c.,.. rae - ••-.-i. I 
co .,. 1n·rm1 bouacbo4• .. llui C..il 
1nsll,'. c. J P•o•••a. -\'ablle • Li:l.:: 
lt~I dOGI 'Traci 0q,oc. 172 L lule C..IJIM. 
i.• l>•..,..100 .,_ )liJh.; u4 All C"""-A IL, 

Primd &ad PuMblwcl Irr the A-..J ..._.._,. 
521 ~ 

SUNDA.Y SCHOOL LEAFLETS FOR 1899. 
Why nol bavo Leaflets for the children io our SunJay Schools conlainin~ wbnl we bcllc,•c the Di~lc to leuh ? The aa:,1e 

what we off'cr in lhis way. You cno order at any time. Per packet cont.iinin~ 12 for each Sunday jd the month, wbea call or 
4d., by post, 5d. AUSTRAL P U BLISUING CO., 528 Eliubetb Street, Md 

AUSTRAL BIB LE SCH 00 L LEAF LE1 • ~,,,.,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,.,,,,,,,,_,. _____ • 
vgy,_,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,~ !i ,tave hi1 propbc:11 and apottlcs po•tr 10 work miracles. to proww 111111 
y . . ·ia:, ~ Ibey u1d wu true. Jesu1 bad wrou•ht m.lraclea 10 Ja1111U11D. 1-
l SUNDAY. J,.ANU.1\RY 22, 1800. - ~ I demu1 bade,c.enorhcard of, andltnowln«tha1Goch,vald ■o1wcn 
I I I 10 suppon An lmpollcr, he rlsbtlv coocloded that JNua mm bl a trw 

I ehrist and Nicodemus. i I ph;:.Junsanswcred, 1·m11.t·m/y -Moat tralyorb111r9dl7. uotf• 
l ~ ~ lit wni 111.it" -Or from above. t;xplalned lo nrae .s lit,.,..., .. -

i 
I John 3 : 1-16. I I enjuy or enter. Ka•tJ.J,. of GoJ.-Tb• relp or k.lD,tdom o(God wWdi 
I (!i.I.iI&Ii:ll:iiiI.iI&Ii:lCwI.iiiu!CwI.iiwl!w'.uli~::iii::iuti:ul:i:Iillw~&Ii:ll:iiiiiI~~l'.J Iii ~ was about 10 K l upon e:,.nh . For nearly u month• John the 0.,.. 
I GOLDEN ~ ~ been proclclim lng tb~t 1h11 kingdom of God wu Ill hancl, ud 1ba ..,.._ 
!ii ~ !i c1pcc1in11 ii 10 bo acl up a1 any moment I hie only begotten Son. that whoaoover b!_llovelh ~n him I ~ •-Tbci expression 10 b e .. born apln .. wu (amlllar 10 the Jrn. 
I ehould not perlah, but have everlutln& Illa - John l • I I Gentile ndoptcd 1be Jc,,d,h reh11lon they aid h• wu born epin. n. 

I • ~ ~ felt , ore tb,u Ibey were perfcclly !11, whbou1 &117 cban1e m mlDd • 
- !i I enter 1he comin.1t klnRdom, 11.Dd when Jcsaa told NICOdca1111 that be 

I MKMORY VKRSK. DAILY HEADINGS I ~ born aJ?;iln, or IJccomc r.s h \lofff! a DID a n , II aerrned In bim Jaal u 
1- --~ \'""'' .....-11, I .,., lllllo )l-1.1 J1111• ,,_, ...,_ , ; ~►,1 I ~ and Impossible 1n It la for a 11rown m~ 10 become ll1cnllr a lfule 

I 
o- l!u ~ •....,, i,.; tiora'of ••1« uJ T......S..7 ,. 1,-Jno. 19 JJ-42 ~ !i lae c id111med, " How c11.n these thin(• be 1" (1'. 9). 
•{.°"' 5phll. lie cu ... 1 mitt ln10 Iha W..tn.da1 • ,a- kcoa. s: a-ao ~ ~ 5-l n this \'ene J~u• ri plains .-bal h• me&111 by belt11 bona 
l s-- "'C..t. TI111nda1 • 1,-Acu 10 , Jt"'' ~ I tell• DI It con,ista la 1"'0 p.u11- u1. or beln1 " bona or Nin : :aad. ti 

I n.u~"i:~'j:'-..;!~~~~":,b.;..,~ Frl"-7 • • »-Tllo•, a-ra I ~ bomol "tlt1Sfm
0

t", Dornor alwater lsalalrnplya61~•~•Pj;':lar 
II.-..! - 11\al I aid IUllo ,i..o. " • nu:aa, Sarmc1&1 - 21-Nqm 11 • ~ I ,lj ll•m This I• 10 evident I bat most I the commc:a_t • 

be bona ao.lL Sudar ,. u-Jno. 1 : 1:r-ts !i !i ant DC Ca1bollc, ATe &41rttd upon II Dona or tb• Spln1 Is a fipratl,. 
·--= --=---- '" -=-==----=--- I ~ for beloi: made a. belle\·cr Wbea an uoh■h•,-er or disballe-tw 10a.,..., ,. 

~ ~ mind :ind believe, In JC)u1 .u God's auoloted, Cod"• Son ud hla owa 
LESSOK ~ I hD i1 born ol tho Splril This ch.loici of mind Is aid to he •,O, 1M 

~ I ~ use 11Jo Splnt fomialu,d tho teatlmoo, ud tb• pruof of 111 
SURROUKDJMGS, ~ ~ whboot wh1cb no one can believe oa Jem What J•at 6-•cr.i_ ~ If. 

$
HI acne o( our !i ~ al it'ely Is ca pressed litrro11ly in Mark 16: •~; Acu I : 38, --: lie J • 
las! lesson ,us I ~ /Ir t•o ol ~,,,., elc.-God may nuke eiccpuooa 10 Lbb IA• -
In Galilee . th,1 ~ !i "'o cannot. ' l 1'I 

or tho rcxnt ~ne Is I I 8-R~ " Spirit " la,tud of " wind" (as lo tb• m4?ID • •i 
Jude2, ~nor neu le• !i I 1c:ll1 ua ho\, men an, bom or tho Spirit, or are made behnW'I, a.,:;!! 
ruulem. Mrer the I ~ ln4 the Spirit u be ,peak, to u, about Je-sua, 1brou1b thd propbell 
•uddloJ at Cana I I tics (s.ce Hom 10 : 17). he ckDRII • 
Jc:.us IO'enllo Ca . !i !i 1:1-E:artA~ tltall(S.- Tbio,tl necessary to mlnance 1D10 I ... 
naum and 11~ I ~ dom oo carlb. Ut•~f1fly -Tblnp about Cbri11'1 dlrine natarw 
then a few chys and ~ ~ 1b1one. Instead or an euthly ooc, u Nicodemus upec:1ed. lt/u'., 

:J l.~,...,..._""'-- _.,;~~--==~ then, that he mlab• I ~ 14- Srrft•I /,fu,J •I (sec ~om 21 : 9 The Sma of Jl,a • 11 

I
~· allend 1be Pauover !i ~ the cross. Cbrll& ... 
-- retumtd 1o Jenaaa: I ~ 15-TA• I • ·lDU>tttr - A• 1be ■crpcnl wu lirted up, to ~ii'. ..... 

~ --, Ima Hen, hcdron I ~ croa, ud Just as all lbe ■crpenl bitten wbco they obe,·ed l ~ to 
- . • out ibemone)'Chanr• I ~ at lbe aerpenl were healed. so all 1h01e who obe, lb• com aad 

.. ud the calll,. lJoho 1 : 13-17) from,the;temple and "'orked nuny mlr&ele1, I !i l esus •Ill be saved. " Bcllevo •• here lnclud~ tho rcpeol&IICII 
la CIDll■eqllellC9 of which numben believed on him. I I 1 11 Intended lo produoe (.ace Ju. 2 : 26). 

1 
b ,.,·m,4&111 

LESSON N·oT !ii ~ 10-Sowr,d.-Donno1 meaD IUt God wufli"""' I ou, Tlall 
ES. I I but that be pitied II and desl~ tu aal\'atloo. TA•I Al t•rt.- G a. 

v- 1-A - •f 111 l'urlun.-Tbe Pbaruee1 wrn a Jewbb a«I, dl, 110. !Ii !i Aocr 1t11tA God loved or p~h~led~ •~ln~r~u~l ~m~m:!!;_, -------- --1 
111lshed from the Sadducas by their belle( lo u,:els, 1pfri11. and 1he raur• I I Q S 
nicdc■a. They ~taaded to grmt piety : made much ahow of rell,cloo, "'""' I I HOM K U R&T ION • SDl&T• 
panlaalar u to lorm• ud caremooles, bot often neclec1d 1ru1h, ri,rh1eou1- ~ o1u•10■. 11 41~•,1'~ ._... dll 
-. ud p11rily. Nuoua&J, • rwln.-A member of Iba Sanbedrln (a IOrt of !Ii I I Wbo ucl • lw _... Nicodemus 1 

1 o•_ came faoe God '"1 ..,.tr 
J .. lsb pullameat) and a public lacher (v. 10). Twice af1cnnnb (avc.rably !Iii I I w1u1 b m~ ~~ balll • -•loaed (I : ,SO and 19 : 39), !!i s Whal did , .,..,. •• II M• be mmt do 10 and ,tar s~•anl>lr - -' • 

1-B1.,, t .-Pc.aibly becao• bo did DOI wi&b hi, , ·1111 to bo known, or I nun lhe kula',Som ol God 1 ' '~bl= ~1: ~ 11 I 

bKaa• I& waa tbe lu1 lime kw a 1:: taJlt. Ho wu1111 Jau that h• hew I ~ , u.,. mac:b cllJ Goel 1o ... tbo world 1 • Wbal u l■cl..W I■ '1. ~ 
Ila wu • teacher come from Cod, a• no mu can work mlracla 1uch u !i ,- q,alred ID w..- as, •••••• 

~ Ila --ab& ■nleu God wu with 111111. Thia wu 10und rA10Dl01. Cod J ••••••••••••••••••••••••• .. •••••••••••••••••••~••~• 
____ ,,_,,,,__,_,,,,_,_,.,.,,,,,.,__,_,_,,,~ P,1111,J anll P•blisJuJ by tlu A,ut,111 P11UuA•"l.c,. 
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