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Christrnas.

We are ool among those who frown upon
Christmastide gaicties becanze of the prob-
able beathenish origin of the cleervance of
the day. We readily admit that Jesus was
pol bare on the 251th December, that shep-
herds were nol watching their flocks by
pight oa the open plains in the depil of
winter, and that in all probability the day
we call Christmas was originally celebrated
as & pagan festival and “ converted " into a
Christian institation, jusi as the idolalrous
temples were consecraled to the new faith.
But, however ihis may be, the [act remains
that Christ was born sometime, that he cams
ss a little babe, and that childbosd has thas
been inseparably associated in our miods
with the greatest of all Gifis, o beathen
lands oo such prominemce is given o chilkl
life. Realiging this, it i well for vs al spe-
eial Limees 18 have the great faet of aur Sav-
aur's advent lrought prominently before
ouf minds, and 1o gather our childres arownd
while we again tell them the wooderful story
of the Christ-child. It is well too that =t
ibe sdvent of Father Christmas the little
slcckings should e filled and the lictle hearts
,gl'-n.;h]:npd- And while we reflect U tha
-’lﬂFllﬂ- theme af *» good will towadd men,” il
will met be amiss if we catch up the steain,
and pat of sur abusdancs tend scmeibiog o

help she meedy around us, This is a good
time fo remember (be Rescoe Home, the
Burweaod II.:.:"‘ Haome and similar instita-
thons. i is a good time to re-echo the
apantbe’s wards : @ Thapks be unto God foc
hibs unspeakable gift.”

What Shall the Harvest Be2

Home Mizglons have the right of way
just now in Vietoria and New South Wales.
January 1st is the day to which our Conler-
ence Committees have been looking hope-
fully forward, and they are msking, ' What
shall the harvest be ¥*°  Upon the resules of
ihis harvest depends ibe Barvest of souls, - nd
upon that harvest depends the still greater
harvests to be reaped in fulure ages. The
harvest truly is great, but the laborers are
few, apd it will be but mockery far us to
pray the Lord of the harvest to send forth
mone lahorers il we withhold the requisite
Anancial support for them, OF all pecple
we aught to be the most liberal in supporting
missions, for two reasoms; 15t We plead lor
a restoration of New Testament Christianity,
amd (hat was estentially missicoary. 2nd.
We beach that the Laed saves men by the
Gospel, moi by some mysicricus agency
apart from the Word, and upon w therefore
comies with greater force the responsibiliy
1o contribule means 1o seod the Gospel, 1t
pleases God 1o rave men by the foolishness
of preaching, amd it pleases him that we
should suppost the preschers. It is possibile
that for local reasons the officers in some
churches may not deem it wise (o take up a
colleetion for Homse Missions, bt we trust
such capes will be rare. The oeed is great ;
the field is large, and the lands low, Cur
plea is 3 glorious ope, bul unless we can
reach the people with it its power misd be
wnfelt,  Let every member make a New
Year's gift to the Conference Funds in the
ihe iwao colonies pamed, Theose who prefer
can seni direct o AM. AcLellan, 528 Eliza-
Leth-street, Carlion, Viclods, or te . Seer,
i Lares,” Stanmore-road, Slanmore, N5 W,
i The liberal soul shall e srade f20.”

and Prospect.

Omce mare (b season of Lhe year reminds
us af the angels’ song, * Glory 10 God in the
highest, and on carth peace, good will toward
men.”  This was sung 1500 years ago, but
ihe world is not filled with the * glory of the
Lord " and there is not yet “peace on earth.”
The pessimist may poiof oul that in the year

clating there have been wars and rumors of
wars, that our own oaticn has oarrowly
escaped being drawn into sericus conllict
over the Fashoda incident and Chineseaffairs,
and that the civilised nations are groaniog
under the weight of military preparations,
while Europe, with its twelve millioas of
iraiped soldicrs ready for acticn at a mo-
ment's call, is little more than ao armed
camp. And yet there is a bright side to all
this. The Spanish-American war has re-
sulted in religious and paolitical liberty beeing
accorded to over iwelve milllons of down-
trodden humanity and the humiliation at the
haods of o Protestant nation of coe of the
greatest and most cruel papal powers. The
British eonquests in ihe Soudan and the
vwithdrawal of the Freech from Fashods are
important advances towards the consiruction
of & railway from Alexandria to the Cape.
They indicate the impotence of lslam, and
the powerlessness of France to hinder the
march of Protestant progress through the
Diark Contioent, by which & bondred million
pagans will be brought within the range of
British Influence spd the country opesed to
ihe gospel. Whether the dark clouds bang-
img over China shall be quictly dispelled, of
barst in a war storm, in either case it s
eertain that ber four huodred millioss of
people can no longer isolate themsalves from
Western civilisation and that Christianity is
destined 10 bave a free course in that im-
mense land in the near future. Then, tea,
we must net forget that for the first lime in
the world's history a powerful momarch has
proposed an intereatlicnal conlerence o con-
gider the question of geoeral disarmament,
and ihat the conlerence is actually 16 Eneet
in February next, It may be toa muach ta
expect any immediate visible resull, or that
armbes are to be al ooce abolished, but as all
things must bave a beginning, we may surely
ressamably bope that eventually the prapesal
of the Czar will develop into something prac-
tical, But In the meaniime we may rest
asssured that God will make the wrath of
man Lo praise bim, and thal oltimately the
earth shall be Alled with the koowledge af
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Glory to God In the Highest.

Looked at from & eritical standpoint, it is
quite possible to urge some objections against
the observance of Christmas. It may be
urged, lar ipstance, that Il is ool & Mew
Testament Institution. That it sprang inte
existence, along with other religious festivaly,
in tbe fourth century, and bad its origin in
the Church of Rome. Furiber, that the
birthday of Jesus, which it purporis io cel.
ebrate, cannot be fixed with any certainty,
aed coosequently that the twenty-fifik of
December is caly an arbitrary date, which,
in all prebability, bad se chronological con-
mecticn with ihe matal day of cur Lard,

Having siated thess oljections, it s mow
in order to enquire if they constituie any
valid argument, against the continoed ob-
servance of ihe day in commemoration of
the Liribday of Christ. In our opinion they
do not. In the first place, it is not o be
presamed, without evidence, that everythiog
which sprung from (ke Church of Rome is of
pecessity 1o be avoided. Ewves out of Rame
some good (hing may come, and without
daabi the celebration of Christmas has been
the means of conveying uatold hlessings o
the baman race. And in the second place,
il the precise day on which Jesus was born
cannat be ascertained, it does nod fallow that
we are prevenied thereby rom fxzing wpon
an approximate lime in which (o commem-
orate the occurrence of the grealest event in
the bistory of the world, The day itsell is
nothing—ibe fact is everything. The fact
that Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem ol
Judea about ninetsen centuries ago is beyond
the reghon of dispute. And il threughoai
the civilised world, men freely and gladly
agree (o et apart & day (o mark the import-
ance of this event, who among the gons of
men has a right to say they shall pot ¥ How-
ever, et this be as it may, we are nol now
specially concerned abowt the walidity of
Christmas duy. It is here, and haviag lasted
filteen centuries is likely to last to the ead af
time. The gquestion rather for o8 (o answer
% What does it mean i Not what does
it mean in a parely critical sense, as to ely-
m-ﬂluf:j. l:hrunrulng].' and sach ke, hgi whai
it means in o far as the prinsary fact it cele-
brates is concerned, and the influoence 1his
fact has exerted and continues to cxert upon
the human family,

The [act itsell, from & bistorical poimt of
view, s simphe eoough. It is only ibe story
ol how a child was born.,  Yer simaple as the
slofy s, il marked ke beginoing of & new
era im tbe world's history. ** This great
event,” says Presseuse,  the most momeail-
ous in the history ol tbhe world—since it
divides it into two greal paris, and is the
bidden pole mround which gravitate all hu-
minn desfinies—iook place as unhesded as
ibe most cbecure. Mo ope marked it, ex-
copt ihe angels io beaven, and some ghep-
berds who were keeplog their flocks on coe ol
the hills which surrousd Bethlebem. 1t was,
doubilleis, one of ibose beauiilal Oriental
nights when the heavens proclaimed sotking
but mercy. Thesa simple men were chosen
as the fust to recelve the good tidings of
great joy, because they were waiting for it.
E\'ur,l.lrin: lo thoss Gelds, where the young
Davld; like themselves, had fed his flock,
reminded them of the prombse made 1o his
race, and they, as well as the scribes at Jeru.
salem, had deubiless read the mystecous

oraclo, which declared tat the very ground
they were treading should be ilhe cradls of

Messish. Soddealy the startled alr resoundy
with & mysiericus choir; they hear spgelic
voices, and divine words proclaim in thejr

EATE—
sGlary 1a Goad in thee highsesi ;

TPeacs on canl, pood will iowasds mam*

The shepherds Lelieved the things which
were spoken. They desmed il pol strangs
—and we are at one with them—that angels,
man's elder brothers, dwellers in 8 purer re-
gion, where evil had ot conde, should cele-
brate with their sweetest songs soch am
even! as the birth of the Redeemer.” Soch
in biriefest Torm, is the * old, okd story,” but
which, in the telling of it; centiary after cen-
tury, i# ever new. The song which the an-
gels sapp bas pever ceased, nor lost ils mel-
ody. True, we cannol hear their voices, bt
the abiding influence remains forever. All
along the ceofuries ils melody has been
heard, apd though it has oot destroyed (he
selfishness of map, it has dooe much 1o les-
sen it Dor best writers bave felt its power,
gnid Lresthed its infloence into the siories
they have written. Thus the hoest things
Charles Dickens ever wrole are found in his
Christmas Stories.  In a masterly way they
tell us how the Christ spirit is abroad st joy-
out Christmas time, and, how, evea infa Lhe
hardest of hearis, divine charity finds an en-
trance. Shakespeare oo, describes bow,
even the sopersiitions of the people wers
ballowed by 1be associations of the season:—

" Gecdme say, hsl éver “ralael thal sslion coshes

Wharein cor Savicgs's birth by celsbrubad,

The bird of dewning sinpeih afl sight loog ;

And then, tbey say, B0 spirit can walk sbwosd ;

The sights wre whslessese . then po plans i,

Mo Lairy tebes, nor wiiich bath power o charm,

5o gracious and o hallowsd ks the dma.*
Thus, the master minds of English Hieraiure
show the ablding impression which the nd-
venl of Jesus has made opon oor race. An
impression which is not coofined to men of
God alone, but which is also seen lo olbars,
who, though oot in Christ, are voconsciously
swayed by the power of his matchless life.

All this only tells us of what might be, if
men wniversally would give themselves en-
lirely into the hands of Christ to shape and
mauld their lives, The indirect influence ol
Clicistianity is & lorce more powerlul thas
men gonerally think, but its direct influence
is & lover to lift the world, 1 mes wonld
bugt receive (he message of the wogels into
tkeir hearts, it would make oor esrih & para-
dise regaioed, It is becauss men do oot
realise this that the question sasked, *Where
is ibe ¥ prace upon earth and goodwill towards
mee * that the aogels zang about? 1M they
promised ii, why have ihsy not fulfilled their
promiss ¥ The world, sfter pinetesn cen-




Diecember nx, 1858,

The Australian Christian.

411

iries, 1% still at war, i still in o siate of
unrest.  Selfishoess, oppression and cruelty
are still pile in oof land, When 1hen |5 ihis
promise 10 be realised 7 The apswer is
simple—ihe promise of message was pol
given to the world at large but o the iodi-
vithual, aml oaly o the world tlirough 1he
ipdividual, Peace apd goodwill mean the
shsenee of s, and the alsence af sin means
the teigning of Christ in the jpdividual leeare.
The message of the nngels meant that Chikst
came of the bearer of good tidings te all,
and that the acceptance of the good 1idings
invedved peace on earth amd geadwill towards
mea. Whalever measure of these is found
apon earih wow, is the direct and indinece
result of the acceptance of Christ by indi.
viduals both of the past and present. That
which brings " glory to God ia ihe highesy
is the salvation of men lrom sin. I the
time ever cones thal men universally accept
Chrst a8 Lord amd Masier, it will be then,
that i ibe widest amd fullest sense, the
sang which the apgels sang over the plains
of Bethlehem will he realiscd.

The Australian Christian for 1899,

In response to my appeal for suggestions
1o help to make the paper better and o in-
crease the circulation by at least 500, | have
received a lot of answers.  As to making the
paper betier the difficulty is how 1 am o fal-
low all the advice | bave received. Some
think n good story would be just the thing,
someihing light and airy, bright and lbieezy,
while just shoat the same oumiber object
even Lo our madest Laiaily depaitment, Lhink.
ing that ibe whole of the paper should I

given up to purely good scund religions readl-
. | am advised by some to throw the
paper open Lo the [ree dizcuszion of all Limids
of religious questions. The trouble 1 have
leund s Lo get people to wrile within resson.
able limits, on live topics and in a kindly
spinit. A good many letiers are pow repos.
ing in & special pigoon bole | bave for that
w. of bave found their way into the
regions of the waste basket, that might
have been airing themselves on the smiling
pages of tbhe Cowistiax had iboy boen sweet
instead of sour. | simply will pol while |
manage the paper bave iis pages sodled with
things of this Jaad, If subseribers will write
In a digpified conrteous manner of liviog is-
saes ia frasonable space, room will be found
for tbem. One brodher wants us to have a
Heaith Colwmn. 1 shall be glad occasionally
12 pablish wriicles of this kond, bt would
not like to prosmise it as a weehly arrange
mecot. A good many would like (o see oo
news., 5o would 1, but fer the life of me |
can't brimg onyscll vo the idea of manulaciu-
ing oews, | want all the aews of all the
charches of all ihe caloobes, it it meit be
Bews, Semd along your news overy week on
postcards, bimef and to the puiul;. I o moi
think that our subscribers would like 1o see

the paper largely taken op with long reparts
ol ihings of merely |I'.'£.lri.rllEI"tI|1| A lerfef
lipc or two will be sufficient for many thiogs,
and help to make the paper interesting. s
of church news or personal mentioms om o
pu:turd far aiaf Here snd There will be
groafly appreciated. To all these good
Iricnds we sse thanklol for their words of
encoutagement and appreciation, The sub-
scription kst s gradually thaugh th-'I;.['
rmnﬁ. which | take ae n pood sign, and
am nlﬂnE and working lor ithe thme when
rach wnerkly icous will be 52 lafge as the
present doulde puesler, A good few ol
our correspondents weem Lo laok that 1be
financial sspect of the paper is a small
affair. If ihey bad to run it they would
find that it was not only a very large
but o very weal afair. IL-HT Saturday
““"d nH.'I;H\rlln dhittu work have to be
paicl; the paper, ok, postage, &c., &c,
kawe all 1o L= pasd !;unl'r and we are sare Lthat
our greal lsrotherbood woold ot have it
otherwise. While 1 run the paper 1t mnast
pay its way like 4 well-behaved paper ouglt
to do. We send out o good few copics for
which we do not expect 10 receive paymenl,
because the partics are upable 1o pay, Dl
thoss Mm-ﬂﬂtnd ln"IT bllllb:l'l.l;l.-rll FriiEsl
Epoor i Wl W 'IlEhlrl.WlI. [ My
mrh:.rd sl ||nF.|: o it ot meit be done, '."ﬂ:i
afc can bave much of an idea, unleisthey have
tried it, of the work invalvesl in conducting a
paper hke the Cumisriax, This | have ireed
to ibo the best [ could, 1 ask all aor nends
to do what they can to belp me,
A IE MasTon,

Sack thal yo may excel 1o vhe edilying of the chanch,

=i Corinlhians 14 . 55
o

Christians and Amusements.

DY M. G CAMERDN.

It is perhaps one of dhe mos vital
qjuestions 16 praclical Cheistianity, bow [af
the people may go in indalgence o the pop=
wlar amusements of the howr, How [ they
may o without imury to themselves, to the
church, and to thewr neighbors—io all or 1o
any ooe of these,

The question 15 vital, because of the
intefosts davalved, 1E @s to be leared thay
the lest and highest anlerests—1he spicitaal
well-Leng of many of the profeswed ollowers
of Chnst, is being setbously impeniled, as a
rexls of thor participalion in sgme o0 or
oiher af the many forms of popular amuose-
ment, I is 1o be feared too, that many who
are pel Chostiass, are being Bindersd 18
their acecplance of the gospel, ecause of the
ﬂl.lruple scl  thein I.'I'_H charch members,
whom they koow to be devoled to fornis of
amiasement and recreation, that are incons
sisfenl wilh their prnfnﬂi-qq. and as a cone
serquence of this, serious iojury is done Lo
the church, amd reproach and dishonor
in casl upon i, and the gospel af Cheist is
bimdercil,

The amuosements of this age, which
inchides all the games, sporis, secoealive
excicrecs and the vanows fonms of cotertaims
meenk, may bg classibicd woder thres heads—

. Those which are ciscotially vicious in

their charadler and injurious in their cflecls.
3. Thase which, while harmless in them-
selves are in consequence of their associa-

tions, injarioes,
m.; Tlgﬂu which are in themselves harm-
less, and are free from evil associations and

effecis. .

It is no part of my preseol purpase k2 io-
dicate to which of the above-named classes,
the vanous forms of amusement hielong.
We must cach decide the question AiT -
selves as ihe peed lof ihe decision anscs.
The guoestion | wanol o discuss ll_: what
:.!:-mljlne our sititude as Christians, in rela-
tion to the various forms of amussment
which come umider the sbove heads, As
respects those which come under the first
categary there is of course no room for
discussmon, as 1o what our sititode should be.
We miust leave them severely alone.  Indeed
no Christian would desire to do otherwise.

Then with regand to ihose that come
under the third class, pamed above, there is
go doubi, | appeebend as (o our liberiy to
indales m them sk _,ﬂln:ljrr {imilatioms.
1 ensphasise the proviss for the obvious reason
that it is possibie to eagage in amusemcnls
and recreations which are perlectly innocent
in themselves to such an extent, and involv-
ing the expenditure of so muech time, that
it becomes a positive ewil, Bail, within
proper limitations, of they are of such a
character, and are sa free from objeetionable
associations that their indolgence preclades
tha bility of imjury either Lo curselves
of athers ; then, we certainly are [rec 10 en-
gage in Lthem.

But now, with fespect (o those amuse-
mrats which come under the sceond cate-
pory—ihose which are geoerally regarded as
being in themselves inoocent, bul which
have associations of o more or leds gndeir-
able and injuricus charscter. What shoald
b our pititude 10 respect io thesa?  This ia
a question that has been fraichal of discias-
ston in the past, and the necessivy for iis re-
discussion 15 constantly recurring.

What are the principles which we
should be guided in regard to these things }

i Thepm of self-freservation.—1 paof
forward :l:-: eeliish |1|:|I|'1|'|=_i'lr|-;';l hnll'glm. it I8
n perfectly begitimate motive for sclf- preser-
wation is th:ﬁm law of nature, and we bave
me right to do apyihisg of go anywhere
except within the sphere of Christian dury,
il oug doasg 8o iavelves [imjury cither
physical or moral. Il any pastime or amuse-
imeat is injurwous io the I.I-l;h.lll}l kealih, or
detrimental o the spirilpal  life of the
Christian, ot invelves the pegleet of any
dm;, and its tendency is 1o Toster a distasio
lor higher and better things, then clearly it
is our duty o forego i, and any passing
Measuie we might desice from it

2. Wi shold b paided by Bhal prisaple of
divand charily which comfrainy s fs fovege the
gralifications cf aur owa deseres, and Hrasings for
ths wedl-brime .pj ethers.—There can I Bo
reasonable Joubt of the applicaticn of the
aposle Pauls tcaching 1o the Romans [y
and 15] aml the Cotinthians (¢ Cor: 855 10
23-33)

Llheie riay bz many thiogs thai are
W laelul 7 o themselves, La, |'|11.-r FAY ol
Lie * expedient,” and =0 far froos tendiog ta
udd’g' I1.|t:r may lie o [:ulling lown, and in
puch cuses the apostles injunclion s * Ley
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no man soek his own, bot exch bis neighbars

“ 1 Cor. 10: ay). Thera may be
:ﬁ. In the way of smuosement,
in tbemeelves are barmicss and we

3

feel 8o far as we ourselves are concersed we
m hlll.d in them witbout detriment,

FuCh cases we bave undoubied likerty;
but we most * (ake heed lest this likery ol
Einnrnn 8 stumbling block 1o the
weak," (1 Cor. B: g}, and if it be so, then
the apostles’ determipation most be oars,
** Wherefore of meat maketh my brother 1o
stumble, | will eat o flesh for evermons
{r Cor. B: 13}
1t is idle 1o object hers that the aposile is
speakiog of a specific subject pod in
Eeneral terms, for be says * It is good not 1o
cal ¢ BOT Lo drink wise, nor to do any-

thing whereby thy brother stumbleth
(Rom. 14: a1).

i

3 Wa should be puided by & lien ¢
Fegponsibalily a5 mombers ?.I.l chuirch dfﬁ::'r.f:
da wathing that w1l ba 3 o of ils dmlerests,

—Let a8 remember that it is ¥ the church
of God,” a divine iostiluticn, Boi & mere
buman argasization, ibe church, * which he
Pﬂhﬂhl:?'lliti s own blood"” [Acts 20 : 28),
the church * which is the pillar and suppost
of the truth” (1 Tim. 3: 15). Tho church,
which [s ' the body of Chrisi,” of which * ha
s the bead ¥ [Eph. 1 : 22), To this* church
el Eﬂil T “!I E‘I-ﬂl.l.hl: "gl'r? no occasion of
stumblicg ** (1 Cor. 10 33).

_ Recently, o solicitor who had been guilty
ol & violation of seme principles of honesty
and integrity, which should sulsist beiween
salicitor and client, bad his pamie strock of
the rolls as a practitioner of Lhe Sopreme
Coart of this Colony, this action being taken
ol the {ostance of the Law Sockety. JAnd

i Because bis conduoct was recognised

(11 unwarthy a member of that Lody,
and an ing dizcredit and dishonor upan
it. Of "hew muwch sorer punishment shall

be bt worthy™ who (s the means af

i nﬁlhmaf and reproach upon ke
of tha living God. And yet, probably,
is eothing which temds more to dis-
the church In the eyes of the warld,
to Emil and desiroy its influcnce, than

ibat so emany of its members are
following afier the doubilul amuse-
ments and pleasures of this world,

4= We shewld be pwided i thir wsstier ef
by & recegmilion lé-ll.l' i, ou o
5 e all thimga de the plory of Ged.” (1 Cor, 10:
JI.}—By this | uaderstand thai we should
have comstanily before our minds the * glory
'ﬁnd,l'i' H:l;wémm nl'trhlﬁh is gur pur-
pose and aim. Copssquently all our condoct
ihd-itliﬂuwillhin\'i-:wdfndw{lhu!::m
o that, 1 koow well that this is & ligh ideal
of Christlan lifs snd comduct: =g I to
which too few, alas | atizin, Sull, it is an
ideal that is set before us by the aposiles, at
which we sbould aim. Let this principle
guide s o the matter of worldly amuse-
muﬁnmumhrnu.u -
PIoIE Qur pamo tion as members
of the church af Gad,
t Finally there §s this consideration,
dﬂlil weigh with us, and influcnce
our coutse in relation o Ild.:‘-':u'l: ;‘F;-
wa are pot dependent lor .
ness In this life upon the extent of our indul-
‘gemce lo worldly amusernents—at least, il wo

&g
4

JERE

|

ara, there is something radically wrong with
our religicn.

Il ikere is mol in the religion we proless
something which is suficient 1o satisly the
ﬂrrp lom ings of ocur souals; and which makes
ws supeiier (o, and IS us alsove the paltry
banhdes of 1his world, and which it lalels—
and lalscly labels=happiness, then let ws ls=
sure of it, we have made some mistake and
bave [@iled to get the genuine article.

It is bemeath tbe dignily of oar position
an members of the roysl Bamily of beaven—
as children of the living God, 1o desceml, 10
sioop, b0 joln with the children of ihis world
in anm 'I.I-'I:I.'I:Eﬂlli.'l:ll,:l" scramble for & share of
tha busks of this world's esjoyment. Let
them Bave it il they will, and cejoy i il they
can, ot as for us, ler @5 leed oor sould oo
* Heaven's Diviner food * and be satisfied.

Selected Articles.
Wist men Ly vp knowledpe.—FProverts 1o 5.

—

Papyrl and the New Testament.

The discovery ol the Logis, the Povess of
Bacehyliden, and atber remaing of anslent lit-
eralure amongst the papyri of the Graeco-
Roman pericd, bas diverted altenlion in some
degree lrom the documents represcating dally
life and business which have boen found in
cnormaus quaptiics, Vet the labter, bow-
ever trivial pod m:u.aul:l:l.:u:li|.-::ll'||=:|I mMay Appear,
are [all of interesi aod value for ithe studeot
of history and lapguage. They esable him
beiter than anything else 1o realise bow peo-
ple lved in Egypt o the ceaturies immedi-
ately preceding and following the Lirth of
Christ, and how Groek was spolen and writ-
ten by the common people and the servanis
of the Goverament during that pericd. They
are 1herefore cxceedingly helplul for the stody
of the Mew Testmaent in the original, Words
which are cliler rare in literary Greek (as we
know it), or quite abseni, are found to have
been in fres cireulstion in later times ; and
many words and phrasss receive [resh hght
feodn thelr legnl or popular application as
shown ia ibese ancient records. This de-

riment of search is, it is trwe, still 1nils in-
apcy, bul an excellent beginning has leen
made by a German scholar, Licentiate . A.
Deissmans., His first series of " Bibilical
Sudies,” fesued in Iﬁ}f: dealiog with this
kind ol illustration and that denived from in-
scripibony, is now lellowed by n second, It
is & small book, for it kas only fog pages,
and is by oo means casy reading, but 15 full
of eoiious &nd interesting matter. The fol-
fowing notes are based on glesniogs from
its learned pages 1 —

|:|:| Matr, 6; g, = Th:}' have received
thar reward,” The Greek word translated,
* have received,” is the regular lerm used in
the papyti for the giviog of a receipt. **1
bave received in full the whole price agreed
on,” resd s dalemedl o a docoment drawa
up e the Faiyum i the year 44 &b, that is;
about Lhe lime of Peler’s miraculous deliver-
ance from prison. The hypocries referred
o in Lhe Sermon on the Meount had gee all
which 1bey were legally eotitled 1o receive.
They had o 1o speak, given a recedpt lor i,
and bad iberelore 0o nvore 1o claim.

{3} Luke t5: 13, *The portion .« « =
that falleth o me,” was a techimical term of
anclent law. The prodigal couched his wish
In cold, legal langaage, as such a graceless
youth might be expected to do. Mare ihan
ans papyrus has the phrase io the pama con-
mecilon.

Romans 15: 38, *1 have sealed 1o
1,h.=!|:'|‘-|.]|hj| fruin.™ fu & papyros of the Faiyum
of the second century i, one Chasremon
wroto i one Apollocius, " Sesl the wheat
and the barley,” that is, tbe sacks containing
the wheat and the barley. A sealsd sack
was duly autbemticated. The sender bad
done his part as a capable aud honest man of
business. S0 * | have sealed this frait ™ most
mean ** [ have duly forwarded it,” " [ hava
acted in & regular and bosorabls way.”

{4) 1 Cor.6: 1, “ Having n matter aguinst
his neighbor.” The word for * matter ™ is
aften found in the Faiyam papyri in the
gense aof * lawsull™

(s} Cel.a: 14, “The bond™ A ve
cammon word in this sease in the papy
Many of ithete * bonds ™ have been preserved,
and some of them are crossed to show that
ihe cbligation has been cancelled.

{6} Several papyrl coolaln ibe word
“elder * or ¥ presbytet " in sssociation with
the word * priest.” Egyptian heathenism
knew of * elder priests.” May oot the use
of the term bave [acilitated the I.rl.::hhl'l'l-l-
tion of ithe npoatolic * elder ™ or ter ™
intas the prm of later tiemnes T 'I.E;-': I'IL of
gacerdotalism in the Chrstian Charch may
have been alded by pagan terminclogy.

(7] 1 Peler |:;’Ljimﬂ 1: 34 The

af yaar [aighe™ e word for » e * i
found again and agakn in the papyri af * good
gold," pold which has stood the (est. So here

the word may mean “ what is geouine in
your faith.” This interpretation makes the
words of Perer lar mare intelligible.

{E) 1 Peter 2: 2, * The spiritual milk
whicl is withoot guile.” The Greek for
4 withaut guile " cccurs in a ptp{;.ll of wn-
adulierated wheat, 5ot is oot improbable
that it was esed of pure milk.

{g) Mev. 1: 1o, " The Lord's day.” Tha
word for * Lord's,” the word [rom which oor
word * church ” is nsually sa o b e
rived, is found in the papyri in the sense af
u Iselonging to the emperor,”  Now it seonis
to be proved that the first day of & mooth
was kpown in some parts of the Roman
Empirens " the Aogusian day,” or * the day
of the emperor.” [t is not possible that the
early Christians may bave been unconsci ¥
inAoenced by this custom when IJII?' called
the first day of the week * tha Lord’s day ¥
They pamed the first day of the month alier
ihe wisible enrthly ruler, the Grst day _ﬂf tha
week aflicr the invisible King and Savicur in
ithe beavens.

Of course these studies are quils independ-
ent of the latest finds, but they give some
ides of tha material pl‘ﬂ'r]dﬁl llr thee latter as
well ms by the papyrl discovered some time
sgo. There is a very wide feld for study in
in these poo-literary documents, and §
iz every reason o Lelieve that they will see
the mcans of Ecmrln 8 Dood oo New Tes-
ll:'!:':t thought amd dictum.—7T e Chrigfian
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God's Unspeakable Gift
By J. H. Gamgisox

It is oot at all strange that Christmas
should cume 1o be regarded as o day of giles.
It is im the natore of the day that giving
shoald be sssocialed with . In is Torever
Heked with the itk of Christ, God's great-
esi gifl to the world, [t is this great fast
that undeclies the spirit of gepercaity and
kindliness which charscterises the day. It
is, indeed, & bard and selfish natare that
thrills with no gepercus impulse oo the
approach of Christmas. There is aboat the
day a gendal atmosphere that thaws out, to
some extenl, the coldest nature. 10 is as il
a warm breath from the tropics had biown
over Lthe frozen regions of the north. Of all
the lestivals of the year, this briogs most
cheer and gladness to the hearts of the masy.
The interpretation of this fact is to be [ound
in the meaning and significance of Ged's
grealesi |i.|'l to the world on Christmas EIF{;

It is characieristic of love to give.
lover is the greatest giver. God is love. He
is ibe bouotiful Siver. Giviag is the meas-
ure snd manifesiation of love, Geod so loved
thie world that he Eave his q-qlr bu:-‘ullu: Son.
In this royal gift, all others are incloded. It
God gave us bis Son, what will he withbeld
froam his children ? Led us pause bo coniider
some of the things incluoded io this gilt.

1. A new conception of Grod.  Christ brought
o the woeld a higher and worlhier concep-
tion of the character of God. He ooveiled
to us the loving heart of the infinite One. He
showed us the Father. He made known o
ws the real eharacter of God as it could enly
be manibesied in a personality emibadied in
im the flesh, Jesus told us of a [ather in
heaven whi ks more willing 1o give good gilts
to his children, than caribly parents can be
o bestow gilis on ihbeir children. He told
s that his Father loved men—eves sinful
men—so well, that He gave his only i-
ten Soo fo save them. He said his Fatber
was deeply concerned in all that relstes to
human ﬂl[l.m, that he takes note of our
situggles, our misfortunes, our 3, and
that even ihe VEIY hairs of oar bead are
numbered. God gave to humanity his Son,
apd his Som gave 1o humasity a Father fn
hesven. What royal gils sre thess |

2. A mew conseplion of man.  The old book
of Genesis bad todd the race that man was
miade in the image of God, but the full sigei-

frcamee of thai startling lact was never realised
wntil Chrisd canse into the world la the form
ol & man., It was when the Weord bhecame
fesh and dwelt among us, that mes lesrned
far the Grst time the sublime possibilities of
oiar human natare. Withaul wealth, with-
aat iho learnieg of the world, withour social
prestige, without Lle assstance of ithe greai
and mighty, by the inherent power of & 1rus
and unvitiated manhood, fodwelt by the di
vime Spirit, he resiated the templatbons of
Zalam, the allurements of the werld, awnd,
treading the lowly path ol sell.excrilice in
ministering 16 ethors, be roe fram poverty
and ebscurity, sod from the worlds scomn
and contempt, (0 b= the mighties! amaong the
mighiy asd 1o be given a name that is a

every olbet name. He tanght us that God
is our Fatber, and that all men are his child-
ren.  He taught, not oaly the (mberbosd of
Gigad, Dt ahs sonship and lrotberbecd of
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man, This new conception of man, which
Christ brought into the world, is revalution-
izing sociely, governments, industrial sysiems
and theological creeds. It is destined yet
o work out important chasges in conslity.
tioes, overthrow dynasties, discrown royal
Iyrants il pl.m;: the sceptre ol power in the
hands of the people.

3. A mew comception of religion, It follows,
unavoldably, that with & new conceplion of
God and a new conceplion of mao, there
must come a mew comceplion of religion.
Religion has 1o do with the relation between
G amd man and grows oul of sach relaticn.
Religion ander the law, as Lﬂlefpl‘cl.-hl the
Seribes and Pharisees, had degeneraied inlo
cutward ceremocnials. Orthodoxy, am
the Jews, when Christ came, consisi
chiefly in siricily adheriog to the traditions
of the elders. Christ taught a wholly differ-
enl eonceptian of religion. 1t was something
inward rather thas outward, [t was spirit-
wal rather than ceremeomial. It had to do
with the principles af tnath and rightecusness
rather than ni!? "ﬂhwﬂﬂyﬂd wl-;-:-m:. ::
sought ta purily the life purilying t
heart, Christ faught and pnv:li:os a reli-
gion that included within its scope the whaole
race, and conlained bope for tho lowest amd
most degraded of men. He opened up the

ibilities of a new birth and a new life of
r::;ulum for all the struggling lsood-tervants
of sim. Unlike tlee Rablios of has time he
placed the emphasis upon the wital and fuod-
amsental things, instead of upon the ocatward
and ceremonial. His religion exalted the
lowly and the homlsle, and bronght down Lhe
high and the banghty; and placed hamaniry
upon a comman level belore God, He laid
stress upon the dulies growing out of our e
laticns 1o our fellowmen, and we are mio.
te him and rendering acceplable service o
e God

g A mwr conception of fhe kinpdesm 2 .
The kingdom 'lrhillzrh Ch;ﬁsl came to uiih'lhl:
was ool of the worldl."  In that respect it
antagenised the popular comception of what
that kingdom was to be, which prevailed in
bis :imel. 1] wl!u:ll-ul b I.li Hni:fum;*nl :}
UL WaT a ks empre
ﬂeﬂzuﬂi! .\|-_~m: af Cyfus, f cvem
like that of David or of Selemon, Tt was to
be, and is, o spiritoal kingdem, baving for its
domain the spiritnal patere of map, aod
I.Il'ﬂll.ﬁll that regulating his conduct. It is
an iaternal power, working outward, not an
cexiernal power working inward. It consists
mot in neeats atd defoks of other ceremoakal
regualations, bt In righteossnces, o joy and
in the Haly Spirit. 11 is not whai the Jewish
p-l!t:?lu expected it (o be—a kingdom of this
world, regulating religion in harmony with

ewish traditions ; netber is it what many

bristiana have suppesed 18 1o be—a divioo
power for the indivedual Wik, ld.lpud I:nul:pI
1 the religious side of his nature, and having
no relstion o Lusiness, pealitics; government
and social life. The kingdom of God is the
divine FG\'EII:IIIPH:II adapied 19 men ko all
their selationsbips and mapifold setivities. [t
sceks to bring governments, politics, insti-
ticns, laws, custcoms, commerce, and all the
T of industry and ocmesement, usder its
leenign influenee, In a word it sesks (o pur-
ify all the redatioaships of life, and to intros
duee & gaolded age in which the will of God
sball be done oo carth as in beaven.

5. A mew em of bape.  The world’s beart
was heavy with despair. [t was sinking
under the weight of sin and woe. Neitber
ewish law, mor Homan gowermment, nor

reek philosophy, could lift (ke race oot af
the mire of its moral corruption and start 1t
on an upward career, On (his night of the
wotkd's woe there shone the star of Bethle-
hem. Amid the darkness of despair there
came the sublime Optimist, Jesus of Nazar.
eth. He believed in man and in the triumph-
ani power of righleousness, He saw the di-
vine image in mao, marred though it was,
and appealed toit. He overcame sin, cop-
¢|IJ the geave, pul bis oot oo the oeck of
the tyrant Death, and pointed the race to &
glorious future. He wed mad his Lrus
worth and inspired bumanily with & @ew
hope. His gospel is a divine potency for
averiurning Salan's empire, and makiag men
[ree. He i the leader of & pew bumanity.
His example and teaching bave changed the
face of the world, Hops sings its triumph-
ant soogs wherever his cross bas become the
harbinger of victory. All who believe on him
look for & pew heaven and & new exrlh where-
indwelleth rightecusness. Heathenism abroad
and materialidm at home shall give way be-
lare the advance af hit victorions banoer.
His loyal legions are marching forward
under the inspiration of ao all-conquering
bope. The lowly soos of toil;, struggliog in
the vale of poverty, have beard the potes of
the angel-song, the prelude 1o the anthem of
the world's redemption, and, catchiog up the
saweet refrain, have Glled tbeir cabios and
hovels and work-shops with the music of
The Star of hlebem bas become

the Star of Hope in the sin-bordesed world,

If these be some of the elemenis thag
eater imlo God's ' upspeakuble gift,” why
shaald Clristmas oot be s day of owospeak-
able gladness 7 Wiy shoakd not every believ-
ing heari opes its door, wider . fora
royal welcome to the Christ, who brings with
him siseh musificent gilia#?  Blessed be the
hearts, this Christmas tide, that offer bospit-
ahle io God's Christmas gili—his
anly Itu:;qﬂ.ttn Son, our ooly Saviour apd
Hing

How to Spend Christras.
W. T. Moore,

Very lew will seriously conlend ihai
Christmas is now spenl as it ought to be,
ladeed, it may be quesiioned whether the
heliday season is an advactage at all. In
any case there (8 cortainly room far improve-
ment ; and consequently | do sot besfiate 1o
miake some suggestioos in meference to ihis
s be a_period of Ce

1. It ought 1o be a of rest, r-
tainly mo LEhbur should be performed which
can be easily avoided. The Amercan
peaple give too much time to work. I b
ol proverl be trde that * sl work and no
play makes Jack s dull boy,™ then there
w‘hl, e be & great maoy dull bﬂ-]'l in the
Upited States; al any rale & greal many
men; for there i3 Do couniry in the world
where (here is such 3 copsfant strain upon
thee imielleciual and physical esengies as the
United States. [0 may be that the Moszaic
legislation is net adspted to the conditions of
our modern lils; buat all the samee, 1 cammor
help thinking that much of that legislatica is
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sl lesni sugpestive a3 1o what would be best
for the Amercan The Ilsroelites

there Is much
osore atication pald lo hbodidays (ban im this
country. Io Eoglaod the bours of labor for
iha wor man are geosrally limlted to
eight or ten, while there are four Bank hali.
days during the year, io addition 1o the
Chrstmas season, and several olber periods
when labor is sospendsd.  Hesldes thess
times, nearly every person spends
mlhﬂhh:r&r:ﬁul the seasids or
al some other ol recreation. Io shoet,
rest is regarded as of quite as much import-
ance as work. No doubt each bas its propar
place, and copsequently peither can be ne-
wilhonl incurring the risk of dizsaster,
if for oo otber reason thao the ooe
iotimaled, [ would stroogly faver (he Christ-
mas season,
2. Christmar ought to be fraa from disvipation,

Rejolcing does not pecessarily involve am
Megitimate ind ce of the appetile.
Gluttony if ool a sin Is at least a erime, for

Do man a right to slay his stomach an
more (han tu:';f-r his hfhmm. In this
sense gluttony is both a sin and a crime.
The excessive use ardent spirits is only
one way of showing our disregard for the
laws of bh. But both eating and drink-
ing bave entirely too prominent a place during
our Christmas bolidays. Many geeim
to think th;l tl::Luuln purpose of thesa holi-
days Is to larnish an oppartanity Lo gorman.
dﬁ This is sorely a perversion of the
right use ol Christmas. No doubt one of
the maln features of this occasion Is the re-
poion of the fmily; and it is difficelt to
bave this resnion without accompanyin
[easts. Mow thmlf:l.itl ml;;*h;nwd hm
in their CE, AD a they are
hﬂﬂ:mstéor;lr?kd against excesses ; bat
ey ought Lo be carcfully watched,
and especially at such a time as the Christmas
bolidays. Indeed, there in ulqu:r that ibe
American people will *go dalt” on the
matier of eating and drinking. [t has come
to pass that it is pext to impossille to secure
s large attendance at most of our churches
during the week days without some kind of
mitmction is offered to the slomach. Oyslers
and colfes, or ice cream and cake will bring
B Mthuhzmgld E_ir:;j
's people, of even epiri
F’:Mnuu “I;Hu:ﬂﬂ;? !.:Ell 1o
o draw.” Surely there a change
in thess habits, and the time bas undoubt-
eoma when Chrisimas st Jeast should
coniribute i the maintenance of this
. 1 do pot believe in
ascetbclsm at sey time, apd 1 would Le far
wishiag our Christmas bolidays 1o
became

hit

At

va In bheir character rather
e attractive; lmtb:t the “lm:r_ﬂlmh;r
heligve that the made attractive
ment of a blgher charactor
appeal mainly to oar
Lat us emphasise the social
ible, and especially
et beantiful as

£

posailile, far it is [rom the home circle that
goea oul ke Leat infllucoce (bat nurtures our
natbonal life,

o I badveos thal owr Chrivtmay kolrdays oupht
fo hard @ wmuch wmere divtimctice religiens darer
than they mosally keve. 1 there is any mean-
ing in Christrmas at all then the occasion
shoald be used to bonor Christ. The very
abject of the scason is to cclebrate his advent
into the world ; and sarely our recogrition of
the day coght nol 1o be out of harmony with
its character. No doubl one reason why
ihe religions character of Chrisinias has been
practically peglected in this country is be-
cause many do not believe that the l.-:utE-
filth day of December represeats the birth-
day of Christ, and consequently they fecl
that any relizious obscrvance of the day is a
sort of acceptance of a fraud ; but in our
Jjudigment it does notl maiter moch as o ihe
exacipess of ithe chronology. Mor is it ma-
terial whether it is 8 Roman Catlelie instit-
ution or had its erigin in some other way.
ll-fr poiol is a practical ome. I[ the time is
celebrated at all, then | hald that it showld
bave a decided religioos Mavor, Il we want
lo make our protest it should be dons Ly
reflusing 1o recoguise Christmas in any way
whatever. Dut if we accept the general
custom then we ooght to use il in the best
possibile manner 1o advance the kingdom of
Christ. Services should be held in all the
chorches, and throoghout the whaole period
ol the bolidays Christians should use every
opportunity to make the people of the world
actuaknted with (he character of him whoss
advent is being celebrated. When the wr
1 ru|| al '|:|1]'i.hlrllll bels it s then a gbﬂd
timae to fill the bearts of the poople with the
salvation which is through Christ.—Clhristiog
Epangelisd,
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Tha trensares of the sarih wre dorply big
Digwa In b depiha, of the walers ‘mid
Tha golden sesms ihat 1o mes & ppae
ﬁhlhmﬂuﬂlhlmhuh
[ewn, lir dowa do ihe tremssn iy
Meneath where the plels of tha misers M.
W cun gatbeer ooly the prakes of gold,
Wwhiba the mossinies ¢l meial we pel seanly
The dismond that glows with s Assh ai Gy
And Lindles vbe spark of u deep dolrn,

s only one from & eave Glled deep

Far down whern the vwirling warery hwerp,
2o buman theagha, (bssgh n irensars Tare,
lisnly & grain thab b Asabdeg Lir—

A graln of gold fres calmiial seeres

That s sirande) here ks (o8 saward oo
The bove thar aties in 1 Sodie

Far wway from (ks Insie foostain's sewp,
15 cily & diep 1hal descends i cartly

To eell ol Ity Anihor's woedregs worik
And, 1o, fkds bring that boxsia o sighd,
And loehi vhe erabeg of caribs dafigh,

I ibhe ofspring small of 1he glomos: Ous,
W liosee dwelling jlace is ihe Ceviral S,

—Christus Frasgitd

The Litile Drwmmer's Last Call,

A |;1Lhtﬁ-: story of the Civil War wan re-
lated by the corporal of an 1llinois regimest
who was captured by the Confederaten o
Wilson's Creek, and is repeated s * Wa
af the War."

The day belore this regiment was onde
by General Lyons to march towards 5p
field, the drummer of the company fel
There was po ope (o iake his pﬁu.
while the eaptain was wondering how
should supply the lack, a pale sorre
WEan :pprﬁl’hl af lis teot _ﬂﬁl'u Ly 4
an interview, She brooght with ber a liagle
boy of twelve or thiricen years, whom she
wished to place in the regimeat as ;
boy. Her husband bad been killed in the
service,and she thought that the boy,who was.
eager la " join the army,” might earn some=
thing toward the support of the family. i

it Captain,” she said, alter
been sccepted, ** he won't be in much dangers
will he " : ;

Mo, 1 think net,” replied the ofcels
w We shall be disbanded in a few weeks, I'st
confidont.”

The new drummer sooa became a [avorits,
and there was mever a lsast of [ruit or olBers
bardly procared dainties that * Eddie* did
not get his share first. The scldiers Wers
stirred Ly the child's enthusiastic devolion, =
and declared that his drumming was GIBEES
ent frem ihat of all the ciber drummerns @

the army | L A

Mu:r}'me engagement al Wilson Eﬁ;ﬁ
where the Federals were deleated, | 1
B., who had been thrown from bis i
found bimsell Iying concealed [rom view meal
a clump of trees.  As be lay there 'l'|II!ﬂ ;
car to the ground, be beard the sound of &
drum, distinct but ratber faint. lna .-
enl he recogpised the stroke af Eddic, the

Lt
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drummer.boy, ssd hastened towards tha
mwhm the sound proceeded. Io

of bushes pgainst a tree, beo
found the boy. His drum was banging from
a scrib withio reach, and his face was deadly

e

0 corporal,” sald ke, 1 am a0 glad
you came | Wen't you give me a drink aof
waler, "

The corporal ran toa litthe stream clase
glllld brought the chikl a draoght.  Just st

msoanent there eame an order for the re-
treal, and the corparal turned 1o E£o.

“Doa't leave me,"™ sabd the litile drum-
mer, * | can't walk. Secl” apd be pointed 10
his leet,

The corporal saw with borror that both
leet had been shot off by & cannon-ball,

* He sald ihe dociors could care them,”
confinued] the hoy, poalntieg io the dead body
ol 8 Cornfederate soldier who lay beside him.
“ He vwas shot all o pieces, bot be crawled
over here and—tied—my legs vp—eo they
would—wouldn't lHeed ol And Eddie
closed kis eyes wearily.

The corporal's eyes were blinded by a
mist of lears as be looked down, The Con-
lederate soldier; shot to death, and in the
lﬁlﬂ- of the last struggle, bad mapaged to
lake ofl his suspenders, and bind (b boy's
legs alove the knees |

As the corpoeal beat down Do raise Lhe
child, a bedy of Confederate troops came wp
and b& was i.pl'i.'mned'. With a sob i las
voice, he tald the slery, and the Scothern
officer IH:|E1|'_|' lifted the wounded drumamer
on his own horse, swinging the drum |ssfora
bim. When ithe lintle cavalcade reached
camp * Eddiz " was desd, bat tha litthe diaei.
mer's last call had aroused the pobilest Frel
ing im the heart of one whio was his loe, one
wheose last nct was an elfori 1o save and com-
Ei: the boy-epemy who was [sithful 1o iy

¥.

A Happy Festal Day.

LOUISE WITTEE.

The apgels’ gladsome song of pood tidings
in mgain set 1o gweel music and reverberales
throoghout the world in barmooious chorus
s his greatest of all festival days approaches.
The new-born King s ever a new-born King
o tha precious soul thal is opened to receive
the amounciaticn, and as the shepherds of
old were directed 1o find the Jesus, and with

uawavering Odelity parsoed the courss dir-
ected, o bigh beaven would direct us 1o
find |esus.

A very mignificant fact we would notice in
this salvalion parralive. The aonunciation
was first made to simple, bonesl men of
lowly cecupation. Why net 1o kings on
thromes o to those in high walks af life?
God never calls a sonl (o any imporiand trust
uslesa (hat soal is already at his ol duty
and in a vewdition for something bigher. This
miracls of ages mast od s firel aapousce-
menlt in iho beart of the meck and lowly,
The soul that is atiuned 1o nataes, whick
makes bim akin (o God, in his lamost com-
Hislni harmonisea with the elernal. Thius
it is fiting that the Dabe io the manger
shigald e visdited and revered |J'_r the Illzp-
herds o Beihlehem,

The way is open for aif (o find Jesus, and
ha tells s that we shail fnd bin il we search

for him with alf the heart. Way we put oor
beart in ibe search snd fed him 7 He is
ever reaily to be found ; and as Zacchews of
old swghi 1o hnd [esus, may we seck uniil
we find kim, ‘Then the chorus will Le enlarged
end the sopg ol everlasting salvation [
sung unill he appears (o call his children his
awf.

May ha be bosn anew in oar beart esch
day as time rells an, giving the very best o
hims, gerving him constantly.

Mre. Mukrary's Christmas Pig.

The lcad between Widow Mulerary and
the rallroad began om the day that Patsy
stayed at home [rom school 1o mind ibe

peee,

" Patey,” sho bad said that morning; *' 1
have to go to Mrs. Gray's lo do washing
the day, and ['m thisking you will stay a1
bome apd miod the geese irtirh- they feed a
bit. There's fine pos<d grass in the field
beyant, and it's o shame 1o shut them op
while it lasts.  Jamesie, b'y, ye'll be telling
the teacher.”

* Hai what'll | say mither 7™ asked Jamesse.

Mrs. Mulceary pondered a nsomcnt for a
speech 1hat wmlil be sulfichently dignified.
" Bay is it1” she replied. * Jusi eay that
Mrs. Mulcrary has the bhonor to presant her
:bmphnunl: lo Aiss Walllams ; that it is
distasteful 1o her rotinely; but circomsianoes
are swth thai she's needin’ ihe services of ber
pon Patrick for ons |!:_l.', and would she =
#0 good as o oblige ler wid excusing the
game."

The length ol this and the clegance of the
la BEuage wefo [6d much far J:nleun. bt he
sirageled manfully torepeat it ** Mrs. Mul-
crafy presinis her son "atrick to Aliss Wil-
liams. The wervices i distasieful 1o her en-
tirely, and the comphments are such—sare,
mnther;, what does 1t all mape 1™

Are. M |.L'I|:r||:|r was halding up hoih lasds
in mingled amazement apd lavghter at the
strange jumble inte which Jamesie had
thrown her stodied langaage.  * [N ye heat
the bosthoos [" she exclaimed. ™ [ndsde,
I don’l know what that manes mesill., Here,
Jamesie® Iy, sit on me kaee till 1 el &t t'ye
again. " Mrs. Muolerary presints her compli-
mints,” ebe repested. Bul Jamesie could
ool master the lagge words, and fnally the
mother kissed him s put him down with,
# There, laddis, doa’t ye mind, |ndada, it's
not the words st sll that mattes, 108 just the
smile in yer eye whin ye say Chim., _Fnﬂ el
Lur kot Fatsy has to help the mither the

ay.

Sa J:m-:-lr, repealing the messape o him-
sell that be night nod forget it, trotted soberly
toe school ;| Mre. Mulcrary, with parting in-
junction 1o Fatsy aloul the peess, went io
ber work, and Patsy drove Lbe great gander,
Finp-ma-<coal, and his flack up into the
mecadow that stretched froan the house up o
the railroad cal, ithreugh which the trains
sped roaring dewn the grade toward thecliy.

* Dham't bet thim stray away [fom ve, Patsy,
avick,” she bad saild; “and have an eye [fu'
the pug tbsa crsthier ; hell be comdag fat now
for the Christmas killing, and | mistrast he'll
be getting on the track il he cam do that
samse, lor sure the fence is thal bad ihat you
could t'row leather pillows through it,  Mind
ye, Palsy, mow, il anything happeas to the

pig we'll have no Christmas dinner.”

The roving habits of the Christimas
were e l:r:zl{-.l-n the lepiency of Mrs.
Mulerary., She had been bal two years in
America, and she bad been brought up in
a counlry where Lha ﬁ like the Reese and
the chickens, has free ron of the [arm; =0
here it was her custom to allow him a dail
auting. This the pig leamed o expect,
if not loosed at the wsual Ume would often
get out himsell.

Oo the death of ber busband the widow
had pluckily taken up tho baitle of life. She
understond the management of gesse and
rigl. tha planting of polatoss, and all the
ittle thrilts and economiss that po 1o make
up Irish country live; shoe worked bard at
washing, and eo she kept the woll from the
door although be larked nover far away.

Paisy lended ibe gecde for a long tima
with exemplary care, restraioed the belli-
gerency of Fion-ma-cool, who was rightly
oamed after the Irish champion, and kept &
watchiul eye oa the pen where the indigoant
pig grumbled to bimsell aif leing shot op
all the loag day,

But by-apd-by ibe boy's altestion wan.
deredd 1o alber LI:i:ﬁ: He wondered at the
stardy beauty af the bawkbit and yarrow
that sisod still erect in the meadow, un-
mindful of the autumn [rosts, and foally
he peered imio the woodchuck hole fo see il
he could see aoyihing of the cocupants. In
tlis ition bee did mot bear the rush of the
day-lreight that was comisg dowa grade
through the cut and by the meadow.

Bat the warlike Fino-ma.cool beard it

and took t, as be tock almost anything as: "

a t.'hall:n|:|:1:. As the g " mogu " roared

throogh the cut, the gander lifted his bead

and with a scream of rage flew over ihe low

il:lmc_: at the train, followed by the eatire
ok,

Dig Den, the six-lool engineer of the day-
freight, said alterwards that it was coe of
the mest irying experiences that be had ever
had, The tiain was g at high speed,
and the Ldg birds came ;in'hlplml cah
and pilot like a bombardment, breaking the
glass oo both sides and fairly spattering the
whole lroat of the englne with lxits of
flesh and feathers.

As the traln west oa, the fireman, recover-
ing from his first alarm, looked back and
Leursd imto langhter at the grote dleminn -
strations of griel and rage of the litile Irish
lad Ilr the side ol the track.

Some boars Later as the big engine slid inig
the freighi-yard at the end ol the yard and
stopped, the swilch-lender held up his hands
im amazement,  Millia-marther, Big Ben ™
he exclaimed, " Lock at the leathers on your
engine, man ! Did ye kill a feather bird or
run over & Aock ol angels, or what i= i 7

“5See here, Donovan,” growled Ben,
good-naturedly, ™ you're oo resl Ir
iau that came [rom the Noeth and den't

naw & Ierry snow-siorm when e jnl
It baso't bad time to melt off the cogine
yeb.™

And 8o with pest and laughter the story af
ihe slaughter of Mrs. Malcrary's
geeso wenl Lhe rounds of (the L aml
was prescnily fargotien.

Poor Patsyl Mot a single bird in the
ileck remained alive, aml even the bodies
of most af then eould not be loumd. His

-

Foose- |
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will -hﬁu;lth garden, resiraiped by u:-m:
mystery of prov from going throug
iths lence—which, like most rashroad feoces,

was H.l{l-l.."—ﬂ iba track Lo moet
the death of imaeeesl.

With moch petting apd many soli-volced
W araskilas ™ “ pravournsens,” the widow
drew [rom F-ul;r tha story of the .hr- dis-
aster, and bow {t was the day freight that
had dene the evil deed. [ndignation ming-
with ber sorrow, and when Patsy told of
juﬂ&hn'htw of the fireman it roosed
the t in ber blood, and she called
uble disaster oo Big Ben and his

§EFE

:

an,

Thus it was that =3 ihe traio roared
out of the cot the oext day ithe iwo were
much amused to see standing on the track
a boxop and defiant widow, who shook ber
plump fist and burled slier them a torrent
of denoociation lo the purest Erse. Hei-
iber could bave understood this il they
could bave heard, mpd Bip Den was oo
busy with his engine to give more than a
passing glance; but the fireman leaned over
with & miraculous grio and shouled in his ear:

i Epg here, Ben, 1 thiok this is gelling
sericus. The widow is waving ber hand at
ﬁ:.“ And Big Ben, who was one ol the

vest and shyest man, on the road, blushed
red upder ibe grime of the cinders.

;':I‘-‘il.hd:u hm inllhq:;n ealt, Thnlfr
y lay bare at the Mulcrarys'; but
t‘::;i-d. nol ;m long encugh in ibe coun-
try to care much lor the Puritan lestival, so
thetr customary [rogality om that day did
pot trouble them.

“Doo't ye mind for the Yankee feast,
laddies," Mrs. Muleray said to the boys;
#the pig'll be [t for the Chrisimas, and
its » big dinner 1'll be baving for ye.”

Mow ever ss ths Christmas pig grew in
wiza ing increased within him, and 1o es-
cape [rom ':l: pen became hisdaily babit.
Twice a day the mogul eogine went by
with tha day-freight, thundening down tbe
grade afierncons and climbing it with many
apd much labor early each morsing,
Big Ben locked from the cofmer

1 widow as sbe bustled about
the place

declare,” be said to the fireman ooe
sorry we busted those geese, Good
to go down there my day off and make
it right with ber. It'--u:f;' a malter of & few
sad it's likely she ainot 100 well of.”
fireman grioeed malicicualy.

“ Thought you would be hﬂ:;q: for an
excuse 1o call oo ke widow,” he said; and
blushed sgain and let bis goed io-
tentions die on Lhe threskold of enterprise.

There came a with a with a
cald drizele &f rain. The rails were wetand
as the train boomed through
Hig Ben was behind time and in nat
bumor. He was lettiog the train

the grada 1o make time, and
watching tbe track abead, mean-

n sudden, be canght his
stcam, whila the fireman
whistle cord and blew for

brakes, and then pulled a succession af sharp
loole.

On the track fn front of the day-freight
was the whole Mulcrary family, including
the Christimas pig. Hae bad pushed his way
through the fence umscen, Now a boy was
l.m-gin:b:l esch ear of piggy, while the
widow belabored him with a stick. Tal “ihe
crather " stood with four legs Dbraced the
four quarters of the universe, and was bud-
ginr not one inch.

t was a bad moment lor Big Hen and the
fireman bat it was a briel one. Al the first
toot of tbe whistle the widow dropped ber
stick with n scream, smatched & boy under
each arm and bustled them off the track
into the ficld with a rapidity not at all as-
fonish considering the circumsiances.
Then Hig Ben and the fireman settled firmly
i their seats for the shock, ss the enginc
backed by the long train of loaded cars, slid
down the wet rails and over the maolionless
form of the obatinate Muolcrary pig.

There was one briel squeal, drowned in the
roar of the wheels, and before the widow was
gure of ber own salety and that of the boys
the Christmas pig was ground to fragments
upder the rush ﬂf Big Uen's train.

Ben was of the opinion that they had
done it, at least so far as the widow WwWas
concerped, and i1bey certainly had roused
her grief and indigoant anger to the high-
est pitch.  Her smouldering sorrow for the
loss of her geese was faoned to lresh flame
by this disaster. Then there was her own
parrow escape and that of the bays. It
geemed like an iosulc that Big Beo's traim
should be so regardocss of theit safery.

And the Christmas pig ! His ragmenis
strowed the track for rods. With aa out-
barst of griel and anger she covered her head
with her apron aod fled sobbing Lo ihe house,
while the two boys clung to ber skirls amd
mingled their grel with bers in vocilerous
gotcry.  But the widow was not one 10 Woep
long. HNext morniog, before the day-freight
bad come pufling up the grade, she bad
pathered up the scattered rempants of the
Chrisirmas pig, and while the boys were al
school she worked all day over the fire fry-
ing cut the stained and grimy [ragments.
Belore night she had a big kewtle of lard,

 What's that for, mither " asked Patgy,
when he came bome. " Sure its pot Bt for

ateing.”

Tfnmd:, then, it's not for atciog, but for
bateing,” replisd the widow, grimly, and
would say no more about il

Next morniog, as the day-freight came
pufling up the grade by the place where the
cbstipate plg bad met its death, the b
drivers oo 1 mrinu suddenly slipped ap
whitled without clingiog te tha rail at all,
and it was coly by Mairly exbausting tho
sand-box that the train passed o,

The pext momiog il was worse yel; the
wheels whirled and shipped and whirled
again, till Ben and the Areman lock ai one
anolber in amagement.

= What's the matter with this place
shouted Ben.

The fircman shook his bead. “1i's be-
wilched,” b said ; " we killed the geese, we
smasbed the pig and nearly went ofl the 1ron,
and we like to run over the widow and the
boys right here; and now its as much as

ever we can do lo pel il =
beatn |I|: Duich I"[ ki e
In the gray of the next morais y
Mulcrary by the track with “l':l;
bwcket in her hands, and looked nadly u-';
the two long Hoes of ralls thal streqchey
aloog, black and [rosiless, the
marning wai sharp ssd the '
i '
en wenl slowly back 1o the
Her bead hung low, I,;d she was hecer
sorry for what she bad dove. The
F:r :F-Im:n:n 'lﬂ':.l not sweet, alter all, 3
the first time for many = day she 2
and lstless alsout hﬂrmflg'lr:::_ it
Meanwhile, with good head of
tha day-freight came pulling up the ~
Then o the same place cama the sl i
and whirling of tha drivers, s6d after i
ing ahead with lesscoing momentum the
I“E cmt fuirly 3 a i;_:p.. 3
ig Ben glowered with rage. He i
ihe thrattle E-uk and sent 1.hl:'llu.u arce
through the c{flnd:ﬂ till the big A
whirled with lightoing speed; but they weald
pot grasp the rails; and the traia, e me
mentom once lost, began (o slide back,
When the brakes ai length
train to a standstill oo the grade, =
and bis fireman sprang oul s
that part of the track where the trookle Loy '
Then they looked al one snother. 3
4 This is to pay os lor killing the pig®
gaid the freman, il
u Yes,” answered Beo; *ibe compasy
ought to have fixed it up with her for Hy
and for the peese too—Ilook at the way the
fence is neglected] Come get aboard there.
We muost get oot of this before we sall
the passenger.” ¥
But getting cut of (be way was nol &0
In vain they tried to pass with & rush;
grade was sufficient Lo overcoms lhe
mentum, and they invariably fell back
Besides, backing and 'ﬂnf abead
heavy [reight, and taking all the prec
prescribed by the rales, takes time, asd b
and by Hen beard a whistls and saw ihe.
passenger crawling carclully up. Again be
made a ferce attempt to climb the grace
and again be fell back. 3
The cgndunﬁu ::;n-u wallaog
» What did you break I ; =)
# Mothing broken, i:il'."l replied Bes,
politely Lot beiefly; “canl ssem o get
up the grade, that's all.”
u Sream low 7™ asked
ing at the fireman with tenlalive
The FAreman HAushed aod ae
Limsell, * Steam's right vp 1o the
notch, sir.® Always there oo the day:
freight,” he said. i
There was another whistle, and Hes
looked down the ling and gave & soif o
disgust at his own ill luck. An engioe ®&
pulling slowly up to the rear of the pak
senger with a sipgle ecar. A
sprang lightly off the car and came I3
I?r:i-.ud, and the passenger
tled low. L
“The division superintendent I* be €5
claimed. “Well, you're in for it -
The delay was oo fault of Ben's, S
could not help feeling wo abibe 83 S
1“'1; man looked sharply ot bim U8 .
-owed Iih!ﬁll-'ﬂ-lll " - I;'!
ﬂ'ﬁ"-ﬂ. my man, why don’t you g9 abead I

1
X

g

i
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L
L

the conductor, ook
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W] can’t getl op the grade,” answered
Ben ; * the iron s greased.”

The mageate looked at Ben as if that

.:uuinl{ muast be his fauli, * The iron is
* he repeated. * Hom " ‘Then
mkly: “ Well, well, we can't wait here.
Send men enough ahead lo wipe off the
paile. Have ithem sapd them thoroughly
sed go abead. You ougbt to have done
that in the first e, agther Irain
and mine will follow and push you il the
wheels doo’t hald.”

A shori time afer this, Mrs. Mulcrary,

from behind eloged shutiers, saw

the lomg freight, the passesger train, and

the superiniendent’s engine and car pass in

ssion up the grade, with much

wli and whirling of drivers and gnilting

and grinding of the rails. Her revenge was

complete. She had made trouble for Bag Den

wod the fireman, and she was heartily sorry
for what she had done. ..

The two were called up belore Lhe division
saperintendent next day and questioned. An

of the road also called on Mrs. Mul.
crary and got ber vergion of the h:lJl'ltIl’ of the
eese and Ihe Christmas pig; he also noted
!-' evident poverty and frogality, and being
heart, did oot fail 1o lay
stress on (his in his report. Moreover, the
fence bad been negledied, bo sand, And here
the matter rested untll twe days belore
Chrislmas,

As Hig Ben lef bis engine that day be was

called to the office and eotered the august

af the superintendent with much
trepidation. Nor was he reassured by the
apparant severity of the little man behind
1Eugﬂﬂ-hurnd spectacles.  As he told the
fireman afterward, the interview was a good
deal hike & Uboiler inspection, in which be
was the boiler. The chosing remarks of the
superinlendent deserve recordiog. .

» Something must be dope about this
affair, Mr. Budson,” he said. *We can’t
have people along the line interfering with
ihe trains. e shall bave 1o make ap exam-
ple, gir. Now, you were concerned In this
matter and you shall have a share in the
retribution,” The superiniendent stopped,
and Den began to wonder.il he could get &
iraln on another road afier being discharged
from this one.

Then the m 12 went oo : * Therelare
to=morrow you will be relieved from duty “—
Big Ben straightened up—"' lor ome day only,
and 1 shall ssk you ms a3 faver Lo see this
Mrs, Mulerary and represent to ber the harm
ber actions might do. You can use such
argumenis as you see [it, "—handing
Ben an unscaled envelope—' 1 think you
will find ihkis something that will be quite

eifedlive.”

There was a ool a iwinkle behind
the nl's speciacies as Big Hen
weal oo, still in douwld as to what had
happenzad 1o him. Bai his doobis were
eleared up when be ihe envelope. It
contained a crisp bapk-note wmd & paper
on which he read, * For ibe Blulerary’s

Chrisimas dinoer.”
It was & large and & heavy basket that

Big Ben, Mushing, but backed by the bald-
ﬂlilnl' firemen, bore to bome of the Widow
Mulcrary the day before Christmas, and it
contained not mﬂ}; the material for a goo
Christmas dinner, but many other things in

a man of

the way of Chrisimas greeting for the [amily.

The fireman was often qucstioned as 1o
what Big Den said to the widow in reproof
for interfering with the traffic of the road,
and be always went off into peals of langhter
al the recollection, but he pever bolil.  Evi-
dently it was effective, for the widow has
done nothing of the son again. Perhaps
Llen's calls, which they say he pow makes
without the backing of the fhreman, keep
her pleasanily inclined toward railway mat-
ters in peneral, i

The Mulerarys had the best Christmas in
thelr experience, and it was ope greal sur-
prise. Om Christmas morning the widow,
waking early, refused lo believe her ears.
Then she dressed hurriedly and hastened 1o
the pen behind ihe house, where she held
ap her bands in astonishmest, for thete,
grumbling away to himsell, was tha fac
pimile of iho Christmas pig.

Both Hen and the fireman profess greal
ignorance in regard to this pig, and Fatsy
and Jamesie are firm in the belicf that Hanta
Claus brought bim.—Yeulfl's Compamsn,

¥
Poets’ Corner.
S will o sing and profe thy power,— I'salm aniay
I

Reflections al Midnight.
A Mew Year's Ofling.
W, T. MJORE.
| sk on sediation's dreamy cooch,
Listesing im ihe nighl wind's wall which breaks
And rufiles mp the quiel beeasi of mighi,
Which saberwise seems wrap in sdlenl decams.
1"m ihinking of the year thsi's pone | nad as
That cold grey lghi streams throwgh my window pans
Asd seems 1o chill the promised cheer |8 brings
With fresxing wavabets Irom (he tareea] cdimes
I aak my wowl tbds iruth @ Was oot the year,
Whileh maw sleeps in ibs lomb ol apm pail,
Mised ball will bright sad ebseeriul rays of hope
And ball with gloomy darkoes of depair #
Exch bemri that's Tell discords of desih pass o'er
The iweeiesl slrilng of musle In the souls
Girand Oraioshs al lile koowy well
Hlow museh ed lll'b'_E.'ll, solemin truth | speak

Thow ealm and beaotilal s Natuze's sleep |

Yot time moves on, nor seps, pof atay lor sughi
Al rousd | bear (ke Resting moments creep
Wil steabiby tread. s on ibo o) ot

They lidi their ikay, faiey lect, while back

The echs comes : gors from ibe sarih erever,
Dot ob, hew wrange, aad yet how woredy iroe
Thess eeoements il bave e the firm Impres

O lite in pmaaing by, and hetes upea

Thelr fragiles forme, & ploiore deep |8 made

O sctions Lree of Falae, fur woal or wos,

I= thsi gresi day when God_ghall jsdge all mep
And glve 15 ench bh pogilos, great or amall,
According s bis saribly life has been.

T trus ibiess moseats, pow ln erputal form,
W1 then sppear s pewals in ths crown

0 Bim 10 whem Uhews joylul wends ae kil

= Well done, thou good aeed Eabibslol child of God
Come, enker In, sz slt 81 my right band *

But obs, whsl gloomy specines will wrise

From eul vhe dismal caversy of the past

Ta him who kears the awilol doom pressaneed |

# Diepart, uu!mhy T | ‘l'rrn-il yi mol,

Take up by placs in cuter darkosss vas,”

Each sesmeni, iben, whils trembling In ikl peodse,

Which midway holds the lutare asd (be past.
Shoald foel tha Hght of virios es i [all,
Reflecied from ibe acon of Hves “?;I..J“E-
Foe saly ihes will pressal cares gad 1odls
Thaeir ..:.-uq spesk anl compensation bad,
An im the recerd of mach paming day
Thee dabe ks told of seruggling wela
Soma Ly

gre many dayy well mesiured off,
x {;:‘:ﬂ- up :il.h.h thrne pears and Bl
A npce in time, aad iherefors time |s hle
Pt now I bosest truth doss speak bo thal,
Then lber ewn volcn treils surely dors not bear ©
Ll mosd mot life with ibkme la down b0 derp
New rise pgais, since (kme ahall bee nas meee F
Lial whe does not withia his own wosl feel
The weight ol lits immortal presiing oa
The dreamy cutwurd edgn ol finlie being,
Whers longisgs sitered ball sre pleadisg o
Some recoguitioe of thelr prave norees ¥
O who In sclrmn silence o pod sl
And listet 10 1k bymn of cooscloosmems,
Which lrom (he dashent boar of deasl rengs oai
The clear. vweel notes . We tlorp, bat camnot dis

Dwi life, &8 measwred bero by time, is chort
Indesd What loa yeasr ! “Tis but & beeath

Of wesry Life breathed lrom the beart of vas
Eiernliy. Owr morial state ks bl

Am ebldeg wave rolled lrom the tlde of 1kma

I wimed Beeiwens (ke (usors and Qb past,

And rry 1o estimate the worih @l each

Crese, i kstery, poinis to wears asd blood,

Anid shows a renl (8 hames (adch which God's
van Word can scarcely beep o'en hops lisell
From lalling through ;. =i oa propheiic page
The other throws & beillinng lght, snd b
The levely robes of while which saksis hall wesr
Sa high sbove the workd, sew draped i black,
We feed thay God will keep ihem Ibere sabénched,
Unstatecd by merial siride.  And when ibe duy,
For which a1l oiber days were mude, shall coma ;
When ibme akall be no more @ fhe Past, il all
lin dhasrk Backgrousd of woe, will make cur robes
Flut whiter aiill, our oy 1k more complebe |

For every tear will alsene ibe place if wshed,

A gvery pals will malie & sl swesl pote
Within cer mayg. which sees boy snfering souls
Can sver resch, for none know how [hese notes
T make bul those who lears in Biser griel

Fatore mnd PPast | Waords of immonial lsmae |
How cen b Balie mind reach bo (heir length |
11l mot mibempd & Bask o suse fo lall |

THue in the ligh of comspromise (which ssemy
The light of heaven], 17 ke ke cods of sach,
And weldiog (hesm topeiber, make the Bour
Which s |a pasisg by, snd meskly strive
To nee s thal God will sy, = Thoo pood |
And luivhiol Srvast e 'ﬂ true, well dope.”
And a4 I lay one hand sppn e bead,

‘Thee howry head of trembling by pose year,
Aed boed 1he okt preuslog close the wikrm
ilfight cheek of coming days, all fall of lide,

I think sy Brart is quickered by the theaght
That light pomes oot ol derkness decp, asd yoalh
s alwuyw trippieg close withis (ke shades
Whieh age thrgws bagk wpan her meurnful path
Anad us [ thws bold on o esch, in pruyer

And praina | alierosle my woal s Jdoep love
T‘nhl-uiuillhrpnﬂ:uuuﬁullup

My fulul, waywerd lido hali recoacibed

To bope xod fear,  Whils (bus my andgnl soul
IPam bomage 1o its paresi and b love,

There eoma bright ghesms ol light from fururs years
'.|.'11l.td-n'.llhld]nhull.l.|:l.unh|h|-n.,-|

CH Nide beyemad ghe iomb.  And then I ghink
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1 estch the perfarme et of fawery felds
Tieyoad the swalling food, ss. Aoating oo
Tha wingy of liih, by come (o e Lo Bife,
Whrre ressrrrclion SemE amveils tha pasn
ow let ma 1 (his reveresiied mood
Choma = the page oo wihich my musings look,
Ani, shwitlng Xatora down tresath ihe goor
Which Hight has thas Lar kiodly ledi ajar,
411 waln for that Gresl Dhay when Fresco, Pasi
And Putuss joys shall le comyplets i him
Wha ls the resurmeciios ifd tha lide

—=Chrraraam Fmengid,

e 8 —

The Star of Bethlehem.

Al JOREET WEELL RN,

Twas plghl when [mes came (o il
From oul 1he skies

Anpelic hosis amnouncmd his blik
From Faraidise

A loving Fasber looked and uslel

Ujpeen ihee Diiide aleepdng child

Sloeping w exlmly, vaeeily thern
Upon the Breasl

0l bin young molher, moek and lair
Thin all the rea

“That aver lrem bis homble birnh

The sullerisg Saviour koaw on rarth

Twas might. Acroaa Jedens plain
A beavely ray

Goldod & wund'ring ange] irais
T mhere he lay

Amd, garing oo the ckild diving

The angel eyes whh ghory shine.

Swlily thay ghory mose on bigh

' Orer his poor bed,

A whooe a star lrom oot the sy
Above iy bead

And then ibe glory sbilakag Fay

Galded 1l sheplerds oa their say

Tuni alght  Ard o'er & sin-curend earth,
With rays diviee,

Telling us of & Saviour's binh
Thai star will shise

Unkil from oot the clouds snd nighi

W emler braven mhese all bs Bght.

Thsi lowely siar will shine on thee
In sorrews hour,
And guids (hes salely.  Thoa wilt see
And imow his power
The skinlag lsght of aegel eyea
1 beuming ca thes Irom (b shie
O, lorely atar ol Pathlchem,
b With rays divine,
Ols, poeri, shizing, beavenly gem,
Tisou, oo, anj miss.
A miss o guldo me oa the way
To Chirlad, merdd howma, mnd perlecs day
—Chriahdn Slandard

e
The Loed pave the word i [he women hai [}
anr & pread st —Pusloe 66 01 (B |

i

The uhhu':{nﬁm'rpt ith i
i I's Cyesd sw Wi nf
- searching the apathetic faces of his III'E::;:
TR
: L
Ia Mimsion Church up -nm;“t'im
—a section where rough men and women

mm‘ﬂl"'; Church among ibe mountaiss,

ligion of Christ. He had o Inspire
the people with the spirit of giviag, to make
them leal that it was s swest hleised privilege,
and he had failed, A sense of deep desola- |
tion crept aver him,

i God help mee,” his lips muttersd mutely.
11e eould pot see the bent hpure af little
cripplesl Baggio in the rear of the church—a
figure that was trembling under the fire of his
appeal.

 Lord Jesus,” the litlle opo was sayimg
Lirokenly, **1 ain't got nothin” to give. 1
wanl the people in the mounlains io hear
about my Saviour., O Lord, 1 ain’t got
pothin’ tef—"

What was it thal made the child caich
ber byeath as though a cold hand had faken
Isold of her heart 7 ** Yes, you bave, Maggic,”
whispered a voice from somewhere, " you've
«ol your crutch that was given ter you, and
is worth a lot of shinin® dollars, You kin give
up your best friend, what helps you to g
inlo the park where the Lirds sing, and takes
you to preachin’ and makes your life happy.”

0k, no, Lord,” soblied the child, c ak-
ing and shivering, ** Yes, yes | will. He gave
more'n that for me.”

Blindly she extended the palished crutch,
and placed it in the hands of the deacan, who
was taking up the scanty collection, For
s moment tha man was puzzled, thea com-
prebending ber meaning, be cartied her
cruich to the front of the chureh, and laid it
on the frent of the old pulpit.  The minister
stepped down from the platform, and held
up the erutch with trembling hanrds. The
sublimity of the renunclation unperved him
o that he could not speak far a moment.

u Do you see it my people ° he faltered
at last, "V little erippled Maggie's crutch—
all that she has te make lile comflortable ?
She has given it 1o tbe Loed, and you—"

There was a moment's eleacs.  The
people flushed and moved estlessly io their
cushioncd pews.

# [iges anyone want (o coninbute (0 ihe
mission cause the amount of money this
crutch wenld bring, and give it back to the
child who is 2o helpless without it 7 the
miindster asked gravely.

it Fifty dollars,” canse the husky loncs
from the lanker.

“ Twenly-five."”

“ Ope hondred.”

And so the subscribing went on, until

pers equivalent to six bundred dollars
were lightly piled over the cruich on the
talile.

Akl you have found your hearls.
Thank [.'-usl Let us receive the bencdic-
tion,” almost whispered the minisier, as be
suddenly extended his bands, which were
trembling with emotioo, Laittle Maggis,
alsotbed in the magaitude of her offering
amd of tbe bove which had prompted it, com-
prebended pothing that bad taken place.
She had po thought lor the future of bow
she would reach ber humble bome, or of the
days in which she would sit helpless in ber
chair, as she had once doae.  Chrst had de-
manded her all, and she had given it with
the blind faith of an Abrabam. 5She under-
| stosil no better when a woman's arm diew
| ber into close emlrace, and soft lips whis-

J| red in ber car, * ht:.sgl-t dear, your craich

as made six hundred dollars for the Mission

| gl had lees sccepled of

and kas come

back to slay with "
ﬂﬂE‘"q ay 1 ’“.E'hh T.hil‘m, s

Il...ih:l.l'lllh of light there eamg y

sciousness that in 1-ﬂi1!-u mysterious .:,t
] ¥l sed reburped
o ber, and with a cry of de she ¢
the lseloved erutch o ber h&u Hm "
smiling through her tears mt I,llll kind facey
anal revirentinl eyes, sha hobbled ayg ol the I
ganciuary.— Keckange,
-4

The Mearest Duty,
oMy woul was st L pesyed -~ Lai s
U0 semee preal worl, w0 parely,
Ta wight lille's wrogy, a0 ] akall huow
That T have boved thee smnely,”
Ay ligr men forls Chalr saper ery,
The whils my beam beat fater,
= For some greal dead o prowm my lom,
Send me, wad me, my Masber 1

Froen pul ilse siloncs came & wolon,
Sagbeg . * I Good theow lerest,
Fine up and do, the whole Bl throsgh,
Thee duty (bl liest pemrsst.
Tha [nendly word, ks Lindly dasd, i
Though wmall the sl in seming,
sl (s the end unio the sosl *
Frove mighiker (han thy draming.
 The cap ol waser 1o the Lalet,
Crr rewl udile (e weary,
Tha light thoa ghv'sl snotber's like,
chiall make (hine own bews droary |
And bomedies realme ol faith asd b
Wil wail fof Lhy possmulng |

siol creeds, Lot deeds, il (hoa woalia =i
Unte thy sl o bieadng =

Al s | wall with peacelel bewrr,
Contesl o dea hin plessure,

ot cnning b 1hee world aladl o
i smallasn ol 1k e

Ol iboughis, or desds, or daily lifs,
He kmcrwra he troe sedelyor—

 Tody ki will, 13 seek bis lade—

And he =il (xil ma pever,

Ly

—Siral A, Gl

Excculive.

Mrs. . Parman presided, the b
sisiers engaging in prayer: Thurgoad,
senr., Kelson and J. Piitman. As the treat
uger, Mrs.Walker, was going imie he Y
leave of absence was grant until Ew
The correspondence included 8 eread-
ing letter from Miss Thompson. L waa e
saived 1o hold a prayer amd peaise meet
on the hrst Friday o January, o w
gisterd are bovibed. ved, ™
given to Hescue Home™ Mrs. Hald
was appointed Hospital Visitation
tendent pro, tew.  The [lome M .
was reported to be in arrears L0 o
ters were asknd to do their utmost 10 SEECE
ihe annual colicctions as gF
possble. Sunday School report
adiditions fram ulEunI Norh o

ghoston streel.  PoolSCIay

:!-u Isa in fine condstion. Enppn-iuﬂ :
well. South Melbourne bhas recovered

A report of the "n_"n‘,[:.T.l.J.
Temperanca meclings were
meeling, January b, 18g9-

Dorcas and Prayer Mecting® 0
The Committes visited North .
month. The first hoar 18 dgvoted to praTEs



Deresmber w1, 1850

The Australian Christian.

419

Is president, and Sister Sauter secre.

+ They bave a good altendance amd
hava recenily hel the church 1o the ex-

m. and readiog the Word of God. Siuer
4]
tary.

ient of f15, T beld a Home Mission
meeling at Sister LIIer'l during the maonth
and arrapged a chureh social.

[rs) 1. MeL,

: Mn Thurgood's Letter.
* There are moments In ta-iday, |
i E"‘I’ Inbows 'Ihlﬂ., |ll
."L Whien Ihi:' who have & Wesing ?
LLE| (=11 Spare,
Mny conler ma aagaly do, |
Iielp i belng wnoiher shroagh |
A troubled day . s

2 Executive Sistens,— Greeting |

Here we come from another Convention—
away down in the far south land, at Chatta.
noogs, Tean. We bad been travelling about
80 much this sammer we lelt we coold ot
be spared this time; but at our united auxil.
lary meeting the ladics said 1 eughl Lo go
for the work's sake, and a letter from one of
our grand gesl preackess, laviting Mr. T.
and wile to e and give an address in
relerence to our Pittshurgh wetk, decided us
to go. 5o carly oo Monday, Octoler 10th,
wa were of on an all-day journey through a
lovely country, Met ot the station 6 pom.,
taken to & pood lodme, and mosi haspitably
enterisined. Toesday we gave a 1alk 1o (he
gisters on missionary lines. Then Alr. T.
briefly outlined his work, and together we
wenl through oor * kinder ™ programme of
“merry games and soogs,” o explain how
we wosi the children 1o " iﬂln:lh:lng ligtter
than they bad known.” Wednesday marn.
ing early we were off to the great MNational
Convention, passing through Lexington, Ky.,
e rowly, where oor dear omes were ab the
slation (o give ns m ;rulin;. On ‘I'huﬂ..h}-
the executive busioess mecting of our
CW. AL was called, and all maiters were
briskly and briefly attended to. No time
was lost, anid yet every plan and suggestion
was listened to and considered in an vrderly

manner. Al night o pleassnt receplion, asd

oa Friday the regular session opened. Amang
otber good (hings an address by Mis, Jewis
Brown Poands was most excellent ; sulyject,

¥ The greatest woman in the workl” Per-

haps some of us wondered who it woald =,

Esther ; who was willing to give up her life

to @ave otbers; or those * whoe would lay

dows their own pecks to save Paall She

ekl the women of * sell-denial,” of “ unsel-

fish service,” were the greatest women in the

world. 'We bad seves missionary ladies

wilh us, who gave most interesting sceounis

of their labors, aod thrilling, tosching inci-

dente—real facts that drew us neater 1o

them in loving sympathy. Wao had fine

addresses in reference (o (he * childres in

the home " and young people’s work. Again

the ** bikle chair * work in our large wmiver.

silien is doing a powerful work ; many testi-

monies from sludenls were mentioned,  Sap.

ud],_r wWas :iﬂu (153 l'ﬁti'l'l-ﬂg noporis, resalu:

tions, and more fine addresses. Sanday,

after the service of the Lond's Supper—

golemn impressive, where two thouwssod souls

miet 1o *remember him™—wa had our hour af

prayer at five o'clock, where every depart-
ment of the C.W.LLA. was specially men-

lioned. At this boor a young girl offered
hersell as another missionary 1o India. She
biad just finished school with the ane purpase
giving bersell, time, talents—all 1o the
bervice ¢f the King. Thus clowed our wo-
nean’s session of the National Convention of
05, The American apd Forelga Missionar
Societies (of our brethren) continued all
through the mext week with tremendous
interest; and oow we are all back to our
work, rejoicing in the progress of the past
Iur. and hopefully eonsidering the futuare,
lay we all grow stronger through elfort to
exalt ihe Christ at home and abroad, and
may our young people rally round the stand-
ard with brave, hright belplalness, welcam.
ing the oppartupity 1o serve. Yours [ur
Christ and his cavge,
Axtoiserre K. Tiovecoonp,
1530 Filtb-av,, Pitishasgh,

Sc[a:tedj’ara graphs.

A woed lidy speleen b Ble apples of gold bn pictunes
ofl slbver—1"1ew 25 0
=2
We are pot hall happy enough over our
Cheistianity. We nead to chockle more
over il. Spurgeon was once oul riding, and
was laoghing, as he weni, al the top of his
vodce. A friend met bim and asked ibe cause
of bis minth. “Ob,"” answered the big-bearied
Christian, *1 was just thing about * My
grace is sufficieni.’ | was ihiokiog about
bow big grace is and bow litle | am.”

There is nothing which will give a chanes
far rest bo the over-tired nerves so sugely as
a wimple religious fith in the overruling,
wise, and tender Providence which has us i@
its keeping. It is in chafing ngainst the
conditions of ouwr lives that we tire corsclves
immeasurably. 1t is in being anxioss abeut
things which we cannot help that we ofien
da the most of our spending. A simple faith
in God, which ractically and every moment
and not only 1EMEI.IE‘II|]' and om Sundays,
resis on the knowledge that he cares for us
at beast as much as we care lor those wha
are the dearcst fo ws, will da mach 12 give
the tired nerves the feeling of the bird in its
pest, Do not spend what sirength you have
like the clemalis, in climbing on yourself,
bt I'-i}' hold om things which are etemnal,
and the peace of them will pass into your
soul liks a healing balm. Put yeursell in
the great, everlasting currents, and then you
can fesl om your oars, and let those currents
bear you oo iheir sirength, —Flarpery Mlapa:
JERd,

Don't be discouraged il your bealth is
poot and your body undersized.  Alility
n't mesnured by the poasd, and men who
coulde’t pul om their own clothes have gov-
ernil tlllpil'zl. . Grc-;nrr well Eys
. ﬂhl!]'hrmph who have made & mark in
the world bave been weak people, who made
\I-u:- for, their weakpess by strength of will,
latence Mighicopale has been an invalid,
shat in m sick room during the greal=r
part of bee lile. Mr. Browning was a deli-
cale woman with a baby's sireogih. You
seg how ihesa iwo—ooe by exciting people
1o neble 'Im-!h, e other I:I nolle BoNgN—

have influenced girls and women ol their
time. It is said that Julivs Casar was of
delicate constitution, bad painful headaches
and fits af epilepsy, yel he became master
of the world.  Macaulay says of William ol
Oranga that he was g0 weak as to be soop
fatigued and was continually suffering ]
bat the force of his will had pever failed,
Grand old Dr. Johnson, Alexander Pape,
Hobert Hall, spd others, were men greatly
alllicted, or with many drewlacks which their
resolution overcame. One of the most spir-
ited travellers of her day, Miss Isabells Bird,
bad less physical strengih than ordinary
woanea. Nelson mever wenl lo sea
without being sea-sick, The biu-p-rt] ol
greatness is full of records of people who
nohly foughy :‘slim: their difficulties and
said, * 1 am resolved to dal' The trismphs
of mankiod are pot triomphs of physical
sirength or mienlal pemius, Lut of will"—
Chrivtren Commoneealih,

Of all the mistakes which morial men
make, nose seems to us more pitiful than
that of men passing along throogh life to
{18 wwilt clowe, postponing uniil some futare
time the joy and blessedness that might be
theirs to-day; walking under brazen skies
insieadd of under o starlit dome that stretches
uway ioto the infiniifes: slaves 1o their daily
tasks and in boodage to parsaits that minis-
ter oaly 1o their lower natores, when they
might be freemen in Jesus Chuist, rejoicing
in the liberuy af the children of God : moan-
ing out lamentations because of Lheir bard-
ships, their burdens and their disappoiot-
ments, instead of singing jubilant songs of
trinenph along the plgnm way that lesds
i the delectable moantains ; deluding them-
sclves with the fdea that somctime in 1he
future will be a better time for them o open
their souls 1o beaven's light and peace than
to-day, instead of carly entening into lellow-
ship sith God and walking all the way in
ihe sunlight of bis presence, their paths
growing brighter until iher enter the Celes-
tial City. L.et not this mistake be ours, Let
us b sdmonished Ly this ward of the apasile
and to-day begin that larger and better life
to which God is calling us and io which our
souls in their higher and bieller momenis re-
ppanil.—C krialion Evanpelisf,

iy

Our Mi‘.ﬁ&'in'nst

alll 1he wrorkd and preach U
e ye H':'hh evenibsn.—Murk ad; oy fuw
—)
Foreign.
TIE KEELIGIONS OF INDRA-

I ilsamk you for this opporiasity of stand-
ing before you toonight. [@ gives me great
pleasure o stand before such o large audi-
ence, because il shows me that pmeog the
churches of Christ in Sooth Ausiralis these
ia Indesd a grest interest takes in (bhe work
in [oreign lande. Now this evening | wanl
to speak lo you a linte while abdut the
relighons of India. First of all Hinduism.

indualsm is a system which po one can
exacily define. It s a mixtore of lnﬂ!li-
tion and vile practices. The Ilindoo i
completely in the power ol tha Drabhmig
priest; | bave been in bomes where the

I the
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Tintle widows brought out to bow done to the crops. No rain having [allen C
o the pu.hnq" h";:llﬂ' go down on  for m:lmhl:';:. Inui the heal 'hdnﬂmﬂt_:tﬁl'-:. Poﬂdﬂwc.

knecs, and ihen the priest water Is ming very scarce. Much sick-
ﬁmw {beir beads: this is to ness prevalls. Through the gencrosity of ako will shew mine opiaion. ~ fob 3,
show thal Lhey are completely under bis Dr, Jos. Yerco, who had a large underground Setad—a
power. These Hindoos drink the tank put down at the mission bouse, we have Salnn s with
waler that the priest bad washed his feet in, Dbeen able to give many of the sick among ol m:: I.:;T!l h‘““ doubit the eBemy of .
and thiok that they would be cleansed from  the Kanakas good drinking water, 1 hadio | ey S ausness and truth, whey
all their sins. bring under the notice of the police author. l;q“.“? er the scriptoral
During my stay in India I paid a visit 1o ities a painful case of leprosy—a Kanaka | 1'® BfIe Wil el

Benares, one of their sacred cities. It isa  have known for eightcen years. He had FEin, God of Job, revised
most awful town, full of idols and all kinds been unable to work for some time, and was vu::_ . W never designed Sapzp =
of vice and wickedness. Some of the natives in very destitute circumstances, but throogh R cevil. & understand he fel) thu‘. '
have mid to me, 1t s only becanse you the kindness of the Sunday Scholars and PINO 10 be a8 God, 1o usurp autborily yy
are a Christian that you take any ootice of teachers of Kermode-st. and ;'mpm:[_ Sauth T“'Hs'; Y 3 not oeither doey ey
this,” but 1 have beco told by travellers in  Australia, 1 was able to supply his wants that Satan should in any “!‘hl“ :
India that if one of our most wicked country-  unlil he was removed to the lazaretie.  We ';:""'thm il g his will. God fy poy
men paid a visit to that town be would never intend to have a baptism (p.v.) oo Christmas !E.'. author o ‘:.“' canoot be, or i
repeat one ball of what he saw or heard momning. Fifteen have desired to be im- l:m::rl::'::r:ﬁm?n I'E':"" "“th_:ltl
i B alia Jous Toursos. by shall rule, Shall the Creator of ¢

once asked a Hindoo what would he
the ootcome of all this religiousness. He
then told me that il 8 mao lives o life
in his world he will be & stage higher in the
next, and il be lives & bad life—well, he goes
down instead of up. Thal is one of the rea-
sons why a Hindoo is kind to animals, for he
thinks the soul of his ancestors may be in
the animal |
Apother side of the question is ihat it
makes the people callous and hard, | went
into one house where a child was lying,
g of fever on the floor of the but, and
she was crying out for waler, the mother was
slanding by apparently uomoved by the
pleas n? ihe EEIM. I said to ber, * Why
don't you et the child & driok ™ bat she re-
piled, * It is better that she should die than
to live a life of misery.”
There are 25,000 widows onder the ags of
four years in Inodia, all loo young to know

that ithey are married, and many of these,
later im {i:l'l. throw themselves n wells
to escape the lile which they have to live.

And this is done in the pama of * religion.”
I hardly think it is right to give it the name
of religion.

The other most important religion is
Mobammedanism. Moslems have five means
of gaining beaven. They must always say
their prayers, give alms (o the poor, go oo a
ﬁ:ﬂmmlu Mecca, speak the truth, and fast.

y pray five times a day after carefully
washing their [aces, hands and [eet; then
bowed to the ground they repeat their pray-
ers. | oncea a true believer what he
gid. He sald be didn't know : bot that the
priest bad taught him Arabic prayers, and he
repeated them, but he dida't understand it
So that, really, coly the educated know what
they are saying to God.

have in Australia now for mioe
months on furlough, and d""inE‘. that time |
have heard many people say, *\WWhy not work
ot home, the o io India bave their own
religlons.” Well, I have tried to show you
what these religions are—immorality, vice
and wickedness of every description encour-
aged.

KANAEA REPORT.

We bad a repetition of what was known

in the early days of the colony as * Black
y.© It was impossible to look in

any direction without mﬁ the bush and
cans-fields oo fire. Muoch damage bas been

Childers, 24/11 g3,

i

Victorlan Minisna.
ANEUAL COLLECTIONS,

To tha chwvrches of Cheist im Viclonin.—0a
ihe first day of the year 1309, which falls o
the first day of tha week, the collection for
tbe Home i!im’nm will be taken up (0.¥.) in
the churches of Christ in Vietoria, [ should
suggest this opportunity as a favorable time
for each brather and sister presenting to the
Lord a 8w YRAR'S GIFT.

= [ providemce has broosght os ibrough
Anniher varied year

Wa all with vows and snthemy new,

Delors gur Gald appear.”

The missionary Commitiee are sustaining
four evangelists in the Echuca, YWedderburn,
Wimmera, and Kaniva districts, besides
giving financial kelp to others. The ex-
penditure to date has exceeded the income
by mare than Oxe Husoeer Pousoes, and
the members of the churches are mnﬁdlt-nl:lj'
appealed to for means to liquidate this Ha-
bility and carry on ihe good work nll Coo-
fsrence, 1809,

| have lately visited the Wimmera apd
Kaglva distrits, and bave witnessed the

work being done there, and have been
impressed with the difficuliies of overtaking
the work requiring 1o be done. The evan-
gelists deserve our sympathy, our prayers,
and all possilde encouragement.

The ehurch of the living God is the pillar
and ground of the truth, Therelore we go
poi 1o the world for money. To maintain
the apostolic example, for our members Lo
say, * We seck not yours, but you." It is
the daty of every member of the churches to
give as the Lord has given ability. * Net
grudgingly or of pecesuty, for God loveth a
cheerful giver."”

= Tryiog to please him, bow simple the sk,

ot 1he iImposailibe |evos will ask,

Not the preposteroas stariling deed,

Liile will please im if love ibsl] bul lesd.”
Wishing all (God willing) o happy prosper-
uu:‘t:\ﬁ }u:: and in-:r:E!::td IIEHHJ:J:E: in
every good work and word, and that this
year's annual collection ma exceed all pre-
¥ious years.—Yours in the Lord,

C. G. Lawsox.

Satan seeks to overthrow Christ .I :
kiogdom. Wherever evil is Satan ;,,ld
our brother (true), He has power o cont
the driving storm, can send us

* ine, war, etc., bat God and Salam are -

ing lnTHhH (strange combiaaticn ;
will all result to the glory of and the
good of his people. A l'hL work Logethe
for good to them that love God. This
solution of the problem Satan and !
strange solution, Does our brotber wish ag
o believe with the universal restorationisg
that sin, Satan and death are all God's greal
design and all evil shall yet be overcom
with good ? [ affirm Christ came 1o destrey
Satan, sin and death. The misiion of Chrisi
is to save from sin. Christ has destroyed
tbie works of the devil in the bearts and lives
of the truly obedient children of God. H
shall yet have the ultimate glonoos
over Salan, sin and death, for be must regy
until be hath placed all coemics under bs
feet. The last enemy that shall be desiroged
is death. Io the graod fisals, the new e
tiom, there shall be po more death 1
sorrow nor paio, for the former thi '
passed away. Dehold, 1 create all
pew, Dlessed consummation devoaily fols
wished for after all the curse and e esf
AOTTOW, ’ R. A. I | XNED
EEFLY.

If Bro. Jenner will kindly read my artide
again be will sce that |
against the sotion that Satsn was forsed &
serve God in bis evil work or that hh
so employed. | bold him up as s free upes
—free to do his work of evil lo n [
extent. But that God overrules eren ia
work of the devil for his own gloey s
good of his people. Hre. -
“ girange solution.” It is
than m:lr. uln_'l : d-uﬂfdl ezl &
the lands of Lhe et
the Lible supports me in this positios. S8
,asks if 1 believe in oniversal restoa=s
10, 1 do pot, mor dnum]'ﬂﬂu h
it. 1 deal only with the
destiny of the wicked is
difficult matter, the ful
we may possess io the future.

I-
ng

1o javite your subschi
consideration aoy
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they might desire to make having for their
ub:m"’ ":E. improvement ud'r}'nuf ueckly.
I hawve not svailed mysell af the invitation
until sow, as | really saw so Lty to find
fanlt with in its get-up or policy—il | may Le
pardoned for using the latter expression in
fefemring to a rebigious newspaper—and so
ek i0 i L2 lﬂt‘ l
& time—over & ijuarter o
-’r was ' identified ® i!'ll.h r
people, but for some years past | bave been

i Youlside the pale.” [ have simply stayed
away becaute so mapy things happencd
which rbook my beliel in the identigy ouf
people with the chorch of Christ. There
was apparently so little spiritaality—so linle
of 1hat deep-seated rellgion which is often o
be found amongst those whose plea does not
embrace the bilde and tbe bible alone; and
so much that coght ta be deplored.

All of your people are ready, in season
and oot of season, 1o declure (Bemselves

* Christiags, Diswiples, Saints; but how few=
how lew—0|

]

ni'

_ Does it not sometimes oceur to you, Mr.
Editor, that lostead of insclently, and inm
mapy cises wowarrantably, amrogaling lo
pursclve- ihese appellations which wsigmily
o much; and invelve s sany ropeusibidiion, we
should rather endeavor 1o Bod s place for

—sparselves o the dust; aod crying * My Ged
bavg upos m=," olfer bim the thanks
ol our for his in pernsitting us

o eajoy the and for pranting us

Ihe " apacity fo behald with delight all the

wooderful works of bis bands! Asd bow
much mote is there calling for our thanks,

our praises, aye aod our soba 7 y

Surely these ihoughts alone should hit us
ool of the dreadiul condition into which
sore of your people have sunk.

I the writer of the letter slgned * A Ths-
Eitlil‘_- which & red fn Fois lsdwe ol the
Hih inst. is & f2ir sample af your presest
membership, | pray that | may never know

him, o1 have any associatios with those wha

ghare his miserable, pold:-blooded, savape,
views. Of all tbe sbamfosblc, God-dishon-
i 1 which | have gver s=en in

: lalmmsanoas
.nﬂ};mw, hiz letier om page 156

i opening argument, in which be siates

ikat ibe ordinance of baptism was ordadned
our Lord asu test, or rather THE 1est

cob ibs believer's love and Ibyaly, is whelly
vizable, and without any scriplure war-

s wrillen or implicd. And to my mind

| his reasoning and conclusions throughoat

-

are a3 imane and grotesque as his mistepre.
sentaticons are borderiog oo ibe Masphemous,
=Save me [rom such a mossier as be makes
Iimsell ot 1o be.
phod . pow, Mr. Editor, kor my recom-
rendation. o not allow such contributions
ll_h:l'lﬁ’bh.rﬂﬂumn:u They can do po
good, and they mudf do barm,
nAbs minds of those of your members
pol of \be dreadiol Pharizes Lypes,

sciney must cawic a fecling of inteose resents
*ﬂl.

Thoy will burt the young people; apd
disciples, who are oo apl to think
ms Sainfs io 1be old accepiation of the
they slamd bead and shoalders above
¥ else; including past generations of

wlho have adoroed ihe world's
Y g |

history, and stood amonpst the redecmed
long fore the question of baptism was
mads & bogie of, by such creatures as your
IMsciples and other popish writers.

And further, how can you face the Chris.
tian world when your colamns are made the
vehicle for casting slure upos Chiristiass of
all denominations, oulside of your own
lsttle coterie !

I have been a sulscrller Lo your paper
and its predecessors for thirty years, and
this must be my excuse for taking the liberiy
of writing you al some length. 1 bave never
trnullhd.'juu belore,and | shall pever address
you sgeio for publication, unless desite
me 1o do w0, This letter is plain, and 1
think very much to the poiot ; and il it decs
pol rouse some of your people up, | shall
be misiaken and much disapponted.

Very truly yours,
Praoa.
REEFLY.

We fail to see any great crime a follower
of Christ is commitling in calling bimsell
any of the alsve names, as they are all war-
ranted by the book which be bas taken as a
guide of life. He may be a very unworthy
Christian, etc., but i he i3 in Christ ke bas
a right to sny or all the pames. All this
ialk ahout Christians “arrogating " 1o them-
slver New Teslament nemen sriges from
the fact that many of the children of God
call ihesmsclves by names not found m the
book. Wil the reader Lindly mote whal oar
correspondent says of ihe letter of = A Dis
ciple'” appearing in our issus of December 8,
He then asks wi not 1o allow sech contriba-
tians 1o degrade our columas. Now il any-
lhlﬂﬂ: maie uu!urr]}', wncharitalde or vindic-
Live has nppulh! N Gisr =] dunmg ihe
past iwelvemontbsthan the letter of * Pracda,”™
then it has escaped oar allenfion ; and that
too [rom one wha has lelt us because of our
lack of "ir[illﬂlll * and *deep - sealed
refigion.” We linm ¥ brust ihat il this
the kind of thing which folks learn whe are
" gulside the pale,” the rest of cur people
may stay in. We very mildly submit ithat
if the writer bad taken up the statements of
“A Disciple™ and answered them in the
spirit. of " eweetness and light,” it would
have lwen m muoch beiter argument in favor
of * deop-scated religion ™ than such clhoice
(7] expressions as " miseralile, eold. blooded,
savage,” " inane amd grotesque,’” * blasphe-
mous,” and * mooster,” with & pumber maone
like them, We havenever beea asked to ¥ lace
the Chnstian world © with a more oochrist-
like comiribulion than the above. Our cor-
respondent hopes (hat hs letier will ¥ rouss ™
up some of our people, Maybe so; bat il
ihey can’t express themselves in a spirit
mare in harmony with * deep-seated religion ™
ibap e has done we shall be ssbamed of the
whele lot of them ; besides, we do not want
ihem 1o send their cootributions owr way.
We know something of the people in these
colonies who want to be koown simply as
Christians, disciples or saunts; and while
there may be and po dould are same unlavely
characiers among them, yet for real New
Testament spintuality and * doep - seated
religion ™ llll:j" will conpare favorably with
tbe very best of * Christians of all denomin-
slions ™ of whom cur good friend o elo-
fucnlly spcaks, Ep,

W Su;'td;'f School.

Thes were there brouphl wnia Lis Dok childnn.
= Mlmn o a0 g
—— e Fl—

Lesson poi Jasvany Spm, ik
i Cyriat's Fiest Discrries.”
Juhs 1" 3y g0
COLDEN TENT == Bukeld, thi Lawd of Gad == fela

Theese * frst disciples ™ wers gained uloal
lstiy days sfier the baplism of Jesus by John,
for the tempiation had intervened, The day
belore the evenls of oor ledison took LIﬂ!-l:I|
John had slso rlllﬂ] ocul |esos as the Lamb
of God—1be day alier bis conversation with
the pricsts nod Levites. Now be repeals
ihe great emunciation, * Bebold, the Lamb
of God,” for the benefit of two of his disci-
ples. What thowughts would these simpls
words raise in tbe minds of pioos Jewsl
The deliverance of lwrasl was associaled
with & lamb—the paschal lamli; lambs wiers
part of the continual Mosaic uttiﬁ:uliﬂm
2B 1-8); mow, if they can bot realiss ity
they are tald that in their presence is tha
divinely-appointed antitype of these, here is
thi Lamb ol God which besrcth the sins of
the world, indeed, ' the Lamb slaln from Uhe
foundation of tbe wotld.” No wooder the
two who beard Jobhn weie so inlerested as 1o
follow Jesus. Who were the two?  Ooe we
koow was Apdrew ; the other doubtless John
himsell — another instapce of 1the aposils
s}n‘linlg bis own identity. Notics how eagily
they found the Master. How gracious the
Lord was! Here is an exemplification of
the principle, * Seek, and ye shall And.'" He
turned and msked, * What seek ye ! In
Lerms drn-nli:ﬁ respect and almost contalning
a plea lor di pluhlg- they answer, ** Rabhi,
where abidest thou ™ Perbaps they oaly
thought of a visit laver; he them come
and see now. We can lml;'m.u the h.:pp,
time they had; as il was the teath hour
(about four o'clock in the afierocon) they
abods with Lim that day.

Let us natice thd result of that ansounce-
ment of the Bapiist. Andrew is the first
one mentioned &y coming Lo Lhe Sawviour,
Wi koow but litthe of him ; in Acts be ooly
appears in the list of mﬂu. Yet he
beonght 8 Peter to the ist. Surcly be
will be remembered long for that * He lind.
elh first bis own lbrotber Simen” Some
have understood this statement (0 mean that
Andrew foosd Simoo before Jobn found

ames his brother, or be found Peter before
etet found bim; perchance we are to un-
derstand that this was tbe first task he took
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Sn Peter foond ibe Bessiah, and

B i s callad
i}

by pificant of ihs

- i dwhn
18d weak, sven so [ar as (o den
[:::."., hero of laith whe woul
gpted befors the great Sanhediin
ext day Jesus findeth Philip, who
rew eod Peter was of Dethsaida,
il him. HMere we bave the first
# Follow me,"—1ibe firsi recorded enll 1o be
. The response was immcdiate.
H“‘p oo consbdered it a Fl“\'lkll 5] lr:I'IIIiHI
anoiber to the Blessiab ; would that all dis-
ciples did sol He found MNathanael, who is
generally identified with Bartholomew. The
reagons [or this identification are, Lirieily :—
Mattbew, Mark spd Luke speak of Harthol.
amiew, and do pol mention MNathapoel | _Iir.hn
tells of Nathanael, and says pothing of r-
tholomew. Again the three associated Philip
with Haribalamew, while John tells us thal
Fhilip * found * Nathaoael. It asionished
Nathanael to bear of the Messiah of promise
comdng oul ol despised MNarzareth. Phili
gave the best reply possible, one whic
would annikilale (beoretical albjections :
“ CBme aod see.” He came, and was abun-
dapily convinced. 5o of Chrst's religion.
Practical experience of it renders Lhearetical
jecticns of none effect.

4 Mlission schools may learn a blessed
lesson from 1his humble begioning of the
kingdom of God. One man knows the Christ.
He tells twoa; ons of them fAnds a third.
Mow four know him. Bol the Christ him-
sell finds ope, and that one picks up another.
Mow there are six, and the Masier. And
thus from tbe smallness of & mustard seed it
bas grown, and has been proves ubconquer-
able. The buomble congregation of six, which
Christ assembled oo Jordan, has spread into
all the sarth, and has tha centaries'"
{ Eclastic j, A R Mas,

B Eion The Field.

The lheldl ln tha weerbl —bisttbew 1y: 38
Victoria.

Foorecmay. —Duriog lasi three mosibs alx ean-
feaslons.  Prospects chesring Do, Jenes passcd
awny nlier m bomg flsew on 17th,  Memoriam service
am Jum, yhgg, 0. J. W, Daswice,

Malvers —The -ﬂ'l'm mesting of the Alis-
ke wus bedid on vke g1k inal. Saags, recliailons,

rendered by mambsers ssd Eriends, asd F A}
L-q-llllu.'ﬂ.ﬂlﬂqhﬂﬂﬂ.‘hm
- meldresses; © Refreshments were previded ; and the
 sevenal vhdion espremed (hamselves s being pleased
 with ihe iffort io enieriale snd bastract, The Band

In b gownd wonking order 1
Dz, 17, DE P
mruls being saved bs this pari ai Malkes dlatrhci,

- MG Browss bapibsnd sis iote Christ In (he wriser's

il and Consor, whess labors ibe Lord has Blewsed
abasdamily. Do, Mrowes hss tse happy (scoliy of
petiing all 1o week, and iy § power for goed wherever
ha ln

Dec a3

Nactanat EasT = & Picioa Is siill preschiag
af [lallaral Essp bo very goml mesiinge.  Oin Suomday
sveniog, December 4. Iwo from the Sumday Sclonl
weis bapllied., Delors the bapilamy D Picion
preachad o the largest gathering we have had for
some time, the plice belog crowdad.  We are srpei-
Img more conversions, The wholo of ke church I

very pros perous, and we are enjoying gosd iimes, w s
—

Queensla

WesT Morevos <The hall:yearly meetbng of our
commbilies was held ai Hossvale on Desombsr (o
o, Waikles presfde] The total sdditksns 1o our
pumber from &ll swsrces daring (he las) six meniks
are 3y, Earnesi eflons on the part of ihe committes
resalind in the appaisiment of K. ], Claw, of Yictoris,
1o mssdil our evasgelist, P | Pead, sniil Conlerenes,
which is 1o be held st Marborg on Good Friday neat
Truly the laarveat s greal, bur ihe libaders arg low

All churches are requesied io sote that §i has been
decided 1o [all im line with the sovibers Conlorencos
by sppoimting the first Sanday in January as homo
missioa Soeday. Will charched kisdly arrange, snd
lorward collections 1o the president, Do, Wim. YW
kims, Tharnion, or to the ircaturer, I, |. Pond, Mar
b,

We achnowbedpe wiih thanks the followiog sums
cealribuied 10 the miuion slece Junn 1—Rosevale,
Fofuje; Marburg, f6; M1 Walker, fg: Milboog,
Lulvef= ML Whitesione, §27 -, Spring Creek, Green
mount and Weat Haldon, f1fioly: Thomion, f1/11;
Killarney, 1 ; Bra AN Peschy, 10/- Bro Wm. Al
corn, 16)- W, Darers

GiLnerT Gore

New Zealand

AvceLaxp JorTiNgs —=Three immenions on con-
lEaialig Chirkan lasi aveilig, (wd being ibha parenls ol
two yoong sisters who have been in e churnch lesa
than a year, the thinl a member of the young men's
balile class and 1the youngesi wom ol oor late B
Downey  Thess three are o & messsre a1 beas the
fruit ol Sunday Schoal work. At the close of the
meEllsg & young woman |allmared her debe 16 be
Immeorses]  The bapibsm will take place on Wednes-
duy evening

The Auvchlamd Indasnial asl Miming Exhibiilos is
eow open and |y geoerally comsidersd & success
DBreibren In Auaralks wilthing 1o |p¢|1|:|. rrryir.l];
boliday could nod do betier vhan sl car cily now
They would be bearilly welcomed by the charch
beere. T. J. Bute

—_—

South Australia.

Powt Pikit—Lasi Lord's day evening we bapiised
& young lady whe bas been oo mitentive Besrer of the
trulh, snd sssther has deelded 16 obey ihe Loed a
his own way., IMeass permli me e 1o thank sod
inform (be varicus breibres from whom | have Fe-
exived yuch warm Invitstioss io ibels boapitality dur-
g my balidsy, thas in eomuprnce of 11 Lakisg
longer Lo seltle my business sifairs | will Bol ba able
10 leave home belore 1he second week bn |anuary. The
The charch i Alberton, S.A., will have my first visii.
P
ng cllice-
bearers und teachery of pur Senday Behas] slslied i
h-"lhm-l.'l'm:.-ruul-q-u;m-p.-.

tetredent, nnd Dro. Rankine oo bebalfed . L
presenied e Welr wiih & baawiblaln . e
Lhilde, ms & 1aken of bl ﬂi
rendored Ly Bro, Welr 1o (hia = V= —

ent during ibe past eight yesr. e may .
also present asd & hyma-bock s g
fof tlse helpiul sorvices given ls cosne
annfversary. Dodh breikres -% ;
pleasant eveslsg waa spenn logm by, Ol
evenlig laal the choir guvs lt_“' - T
scriplure resdlngs were piven '-“I'ﬂ bt
sng M | G Wriht pave 58 bl b
the luirth of Chriv,  Last righi b g
prated  Dro. Hankine gave ms sdi
Name of Jesus.” ]

'I:‘
New South W, *ngl
WoolLanas —The caoss ls ssfil kil /
Lagley is laboring with ms, (he oomberencs e
hsviag fusi engaged him for s lﬂ: F fam
moaihs  Derisg ithe sves moniks i
hﬁk-nhulﬂ.ﬂhmmp R S o
leiter, 1y by Laith and cbedioncs 1

Al our I.I:Id!llﬂ'llq"r mee1 ﬁ

ceived fans mh’""‘ﬂ' : "ﬁ ; B
1wg were |mmersod, snd e ol eotlmed
laith o tha Lord The kall -“H .

gresl Imlesedl evineed  The wesk alyhi
well milended, nad iba Suaday ™
AW

Det., 15
- | e :
Here and There.

Haer a Iﬁlﬂhl‘—r\lﬂ_ﬂi

——————
VIC & X SW. MISSION SUNDAY |

ANMUAL COLLECTIONS!]
LORDFE DAY, JANUARY wer, 18mill
A NEW YEAR'S GIFT FROM ALLI !
Do fadl fo ook ai Conlag Evenis a
Twa conloalees 81 Woollbrs Saadsy sig) 3
Il you have ot ordersd rour sspply of ¥
lor 1855, new |8 ke me.
We notboe that B . Clew hm commmd
u8 mn evasgelin in (Jeernsiand
Qur Original Articls (s slighily long, bai =8
shicubd [wil to read It oo ihst aceewnl. = '
55 Usiow —Annsa] exsmipation will e b
Apeil.  Subjecte—Firs quarisr’s loses. 7
C. A Hods bas removed from Sydoay m 1
¥ §W, where be may sow be addresad.
Thers was & pood erowd al L.ftﬂ-“.i
night, asd ona yosng mas m!ﬂlnim-'
A crowded meeling sl Enmore last S .
55 usual, Al ibe close six yousy peopla © :
Charial |
G, Newly, ol Tures, oo of the pillan |
church in the Manning River district, ls ool
Sydney
The church in Lygos-st invie all
pleasanl oulkng oo Wpw Yeur's day I L hsir
[fresnisn ;
Wil vhe Sisiers of Melboarne aed
note the prayer mostiog 1o be bedd I8 5
an Jam. & ]
The oilice of the Austral Co will b
Monday. Tusday and Wedesday, ,
wyih and =5ih
The Sydoey C 1 nod I'elersbam Mutsal
meni Sccieiy lntend holding s peoslc &
Pask of Jasusry rsi. X
4
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We aze w=mbing ool & sopplemest jo oor MEFTn
ikt wnch, mhich we hope they will make pood oess o
Thry will krew whal 1o do with i,

The sewmal Endeavor Unkon plenlc will ke held a1
liesticofinral 58ow Gromnds on Bosing 1_;.., Hul
whter, aningy, &£, 00 Lhe gresad AN invioed,

G I Mopsey amd G T, Waldes male & months
rackangs = Jasuary-February. This will be & change
for Bwazstooat snd Enmore an well 83 for ihe

WWha are yea going 1o do durlsg 1R Lowards
belpieg 1o Iscreass the circulation of the pager, so
by we fan make i every woch ibe same alee za 1hi
doulde nmmber f

A good meeiing &1 Petershas Sunday night. Al

| the close a Indy was baptissd, i2d & yousg woman,

desghier of o, | Roots, & well-knows disciple,
cxmn Fomens] Chirini,

From a privaie letier from Lsase Selby we learn
ibat bo #nd hin family mre well and enjoyleg them.
selves o the Unbied Stabes.  He promises 1o wrelte &
letber [ st ealumny soon

Good miseting 81 Fitoroy Tebernscls Susduy sight,
one yousg man frees the Senday Scheol bapuised, wnd
sl the chose his mother made the pood conlension |
Drem. Swakn and Cook speaking

We bad & pleasant call fasd week Irom Bro, Hear,
of ibe charch sl Perth, WA  He speaks hogelully
ol the camic ko the Wess, and especiaily of the work
Io the capdinl  Blee Hlear) ls om a visin io old freads,

Mire. Bingham and fassily, lrom the charch st
Drumescnd, bave removed 1o Dookle District They
woald be ghid 12 know of any disciples in thay place,
Address, M Bisghum, Boywood ' 0, sear Desibe.

o we Intend 1o eslsrpe 7 We shudl see that ibs
poper grows with ihe subseripion liat  That is all
we ras prombw.  The paper will b& &6 lirge as ii b
Ecw pvery weel, und g1 much larger ns we cxn make

Thets was a Boe meelleg 81 Lygoa-strest on
Thursduy nlght laat. when two Chlsese brethren were
lprised. A large numles of 1he Chisese scholar
wete proaenl,  We are glad 15 nole thiv evidence of
Frogres

Diuring ibe Gru bow mesths of 18, beglnning in
Tks Ervl pember, we progss pablisbing o bife of Al
Cumphell It by & most fsseinsting svory, sphendidly
tobd, which alese will e worih more (kas we sk for
1he wheole year

(ralte & nomber of ComsTiass sre weoi ool [ree 10
thewe umable te pay. Asy desdring & belp in this
widk sy bnviled 1o do wo, Yeu cam sither have the
paper iesl 10 wny addres (emdshed by yoursell, o
leave Uba maieer with o

The astichs bn snother colomn beaded = elighses
el Indin,” Is made up of briel sotes of an addros by
Mina Archar, Taptin mivioasry delivered a1 ihe 5 &
Coalerence, The notes were taken dows and iype-
wribien by Mia E M, Smith, of ihe Grete-siress
cbarch

Al Beh Melbearme last Loed's day mormbeg one
broiher wia peaboned, and u) vhe gospel Seeting is ths
evenlng I wefe [Smorml, coe an sged beother of
wrenly-lour.  Anciber mide \he pood comlemden,
asd wignlfed ket dealiw b0 wall fa obolienen 1o the
Lerd's commands

We have Aol e leasd clyecilon 1o any or a1l elour
cuthasges copying from our pages They e wel-
coms 1@ the many good thisgs we presenl 1o our fesd.
ary (rom week 10 week.  Hed we Bhink the very leas
ey mighs dn by 10 schoowledge the source from
which il comes  An eschasge pow belors oa Bas
ihiee selections from ouf age, bt wol & word of
thanks

W wiih thas all thesic wisbing 10 svall themaelses
ol our wpecial oller woald read the eonditions on 5s-
other page. The submcripiion for cne year musy be
wend s fll, free lrem eschange. We have recedvmi
a 1ot of letters asking questions abewl the matier We
cami make it any plalaer than we bave

H. & Picton gave a very ineresting lunbern lee-
ture &t Pesd ot resty chapel, Nallarst Eau, on Tuesday,
December 7th. The aodience was bighly pleased
mith the pctures, whizh were iakien by Bee Ficios
Thost which cansed 1be mosi sensadon were the
classes of the Sandey Sebosl, —W R

The ehurch ai Hawibarn gave A, 16 Main s lare
well socisl on tbe evenlng of Dec 7. a1 e close of
Bis bwo years’ laber with them, & namber of kisdly
sndl  approprisie ik were  given, intorspersd
with made. Oa behall of the charch, Bro Finger
presented Do, Mabn whib & pockeibook contabning
£ A B Maln is spesding 3 frw wesky preach-
ing at Dvemmand, biv bome

In ik Shire Hlall, Cambersedl, las: Saturday
albrrnoon snd eventng, 1he Borwosl Doy's Pese
held & very wecoesslel Chriseas Fhoral Uair. There
wiad 8 pood orowd of sypmpaibisers of ihic soble work
wnil & o programme of musical iterss wan presented
There was o spleadid displsy of fosers und pot plasis,
many of which were sald. A Chrisimas presesi 12
tha lisee woald now be s order

The Speech Night of the Prahran College took
place Il Friduy evealng fo the boral tows kall, which
war [lled 8o the doarm Thh efficient lnstiveibes
Is under the principalabip of the Mises Lalng &
very efjoyalle programme was pecseniod and af ihe
close ibe Mayer of Frabran, who presidal, distribused
8 lurge nomber of prices, The reper: ol the Bead
Fagked showed fhe schood (o bs (5 a highly pucaperon
cosdition.  Wie can recommend 1Bis whesl 1o those
hasiag childres 15 educale.

] € MHebsos wbs went from S A 1o Amesies last
year. and whe is locased 51 Clilion Forge, Virglais,
received k6 Ergent mosjaesi 00 continog &1 the preach.
er. A chuerch in Canada bad sent him & shanimoues
call 1o work with ibem B whan the bretboen st Clal-
1oy Forge heatd ol it they would not hear of his leav-
ing. Une man, at M [3, o member of the chuech, said
ihai Bre. Dickson had done the chorch meee poed
than sey preacher ibey had eves Liad  An glder In ihe
church, & jodge la the law couns, vrped Do Dickwon.
16 siay, for the chorch was geilng into such a heabby
stete  Diro Llckeon acis on ihe peisciple of getling
ELEFTORE |15 wesh

" Obituary.

T live ks Christ s and bs die bs paie.—PBI 1 30,
a

SEEDSMAM.—Agaln it ix cor painfel duty o
peeord the death of another ol oae saten i ihe chamchs
We huve bwen paming through & very duk pericd
dorieg ibe payt sl mesiby, wveral ol dor members
kave been ailing, amd onr Sisler Seadiman la the
thin] siater wha has [sllen aibpep b Jrans during ihe
jail theew months  Dor yousg wlifer was josn 3y
yuars and § moaths old when she was called away,
Shee was barn bn Geelong, 1hs oaly survlviag daaghter
ol cur miecmed Bro. aad Shder Christopher, laie of
Geelong, sew of § Alties. She was immersed by
Niro. Park ssme 19 yoars ago, mnd thas was berughi
upin e chals. As & scholar and teacher in ik
Sunday Seleecd, she wan ever pemally 10 do a0y wervice
lor her Lord snd Master.  An o choreh member b
wid Klways in Ber place ai ibe Lord's day mestings i
rememdnr he Lond's death. sod the pabilic wemndlp,

On all eceasions her presente wat o eource of son-
ahine (o (he mesmbern, she was ever ready with a
wvmile and & kisd word  Dur shuer waa smarded b6
Bro A B Seedismas, ihe church secretary, besr yran
agn, sod it seewss we Basd that adier loae years of
unica one should be ke amay and & rest mads
in & Bappy bome ; bat we casnol ses af present the
werklings of oor besvenly Father, who doeth all
thisgs wcll, asd we rely ca bis promise ihei whes
the Lard boveih he chasieneib.  Qur sleter was
only @l for & few days, snd sbe passed away
o the yib Novembser in (ol sseranee of & gloricus
Feanfrection, ller messages 1o ber parents and 1o her
bmibasd, prior 10 her detease, are words long 1o bs
remembered ai the watimony of 8 Chrivian |p woed
aad deosd. Bee Iuimen came fres Melbogme and
cofdsited the burisl wrvice o & large asemblage
gathered 15 pay the luss eespects to ihe depasied, and
DBro. Lochbead bald a memedial sorbos on ihe fallas.
kg Suniday lor ser Slatern Mormy, Darge and Seeds.
muh 15 & efgwded houss  We pray for ous bevtbren,

nad brust abse Loed will bleas and vrengiben (hém |n
ksl wad Erial wn

IN MEMORIAM,
HAMMAM. —(n lavang memory of Aller Victor
(lternie], the demrly loved binls son of Il aad 5 A
Hansam, who died on December sgib. g7, sged 3
years and 5 msatha
For maa
Was beadly Tlshed rogmnerr,
et €01 nheat chalm |3 beoken now —
One lizk is goos Lorever
Insenied by his loving parents, H and 8 A 1las.
nam, Tearens it College I'ash, § &,

Coming Events.

Obsmerve 1he time of thelr coming, — Jeremiah 8- 3

DEC 24— Endsavor Unlon Pecale
Gankens, Barnley
Hot waier

T

Herticulzural
Fricada are Condislly Invited.
ided free A Shorl Sorvico will be
1. a1 which Bro lisgger will give as

JAN, borch ol Christ, Lygon-sat, Cashon
Fienie, ﬁ"lﬂ'l Pay ab lamidion's paddock,
P'resion 1l bsreihipes will be welinme.

JAN, 1—Tmplr|.ﬁu Commbiies meets Gl
Monday ia cach monl, Newt mecting will (5] be
bebd on Jamusry red, 1B

AN b (Feiday | —Swasuioa-vinet Shsen” Prayer

Prager hbocting M I® Ludbeook u::l.lru.ld.z
Papers will be contribuied on = ! “ hNew
Uppemuaitien™ Al Sisseen Invived.
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 180D : ;
!

@Christ and Nicodemus.

John 3 1-10.
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H GOLDEN TEXT.—-For God so loved the world that he gave

hia only bagotlen Son, that whospover belleveth In him
should not perlah, but have evarlasting llla = —]oha §: 16,
46000 (L5 Al L A ol Al od i o el e L0 e LIl BLRF L W L L KRR 1S L

E

. ut-r.-mnn\r VERBE DALY HIZADIMOS
j iy il Mlenlay Jam,  pfe=]mn 70 gy
Mlm::-lﬂ- hn-i:;u'ﬂ Tuswlap =]k 1 YA
LN = Mo g 1ie

e Bpdrie, b pmane opten Isio the | Wslneslsy
&Hd’m Ni=AdE B & it

Tat wikich b bors sf the fe §s Brih | and :
thas wilah s bowm of e Spluld bn wpley, | T :::::ul: :_:.'
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SORROURDINGS.

WE soene ol our

Inst leseom was

in Galiles : ikt 1

of the present one In

Judea, im or near L- :

resalem.  Afier the

;-.‘rld-inl sl El.'.l.n--

el wend Lo Laper-

nagm  mnd  stayed

Lharw o bew dagys and

tham, that he might

pitend ihe 'assover,

retarmed 10 Jeruaa-

Here he decve

- owl ibe moneychang-

wrs nnd tbe cantl |Johs 31 03-27) drom, the aned morked muny mireeles,

hm-]—r.-iﬂ which nembers 'th-i_m m

LESS0HM MOTES.

Verne 1=oA man of the Phariign, —The Fharivees were & [ewish sect, disin-
Fﬂﬂh—.thﬁlﬂdlﬁ—h thalr belief | asgels, spiriiy, and 1ha pesiig.
rocibon. Mmd—lh;ﬂjﬁﬂr;m muach of religion, were
panicular &s Lo nnd

W -§ & @B

[ S

coremanbo, bat oliem neglecied truth, righrecus-
asd purily.  Nisndewws, & rebr.—~A& member ol lhﬁuﬂm}amd
ﬁi parllameni) and & public teacher (. io) Twice alierwwrds (everably

g ,—wh%-hlﬂ ool wish his viadt 1o be ksswas, or
a

tecanies |y was (he lasi o tali. He sssures |emva that be koew
E e wrs & 1cacher coma [rom God, B0 man can work mireches such as
i Gl wms with hlm. This was sound resssslsg  God

T

I.Hmnh f-simeai, |"IIthl“LmI.. F“ulll.-l:lrr::!li“ eldent TF{ F. Rellgiess Traes o e
] . COMm ageni, on, to Sarah [ame, R mwssslon s, ,
RROUFE, COWAP RELIRF PUND. (= dugghier of the laie Raobert I5|rnl|l1lc|-lu||'l. can-
# Mr T. Rallion, : Chorch Pakesham, &1: irecior, of Prahran (Silver Wedding) Preseol ad-  Pristed and Publivhed by
Cherch Hasilngs, NZ, mf GFF, g Chorch  dresy, Islingionsiree, Collingwood 53

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEAFLETS FOR 1899.

Why not bave Leaflets for the children in our Sunday Schoals containing what we belleve the ﬂi:-l'-'l'_lﬂ fo teach # The iy
what we offer in this way. You can order at any time. Per packet containing 12 for each Sunday jd the month, when called of geg
4d., by post, 5d. AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO., 528 Elizabeth Street, Melbonrs
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Lo

‘ 1 Mo mvwch id Ginadl lavw gl world ¢

mucke, 1o prore .
ihey said was troe.  Jesus bad wroughl mirclo in joomism.  Thew &
demus had seen or heard of, asd bsawlng that God would 2ad seork mik
to support an imposter, he rightly concloded that [evus mem ben

guve his prophets asd spostles power 1o work =l

t—Jesna wmswered, Virdly, vovaly —Most traly or sssredly.  Esaml o)
b bors agaiw — O from above  Explained loverss 5 1ir ranssl oy —Thy
ERjuy of enter, Misp Ao of (5ol = reigs or kiogdom of God wisieh D
wad abadd to st upon eanmh For neardy 11 months Joba tha ol
[H“[-mlq_lmlr,;1r:1 e kingdom of God wus st ,Ilﬂth#
expeciing W o b kot Up &1 ARy OS] :

,‘--1 he tl.[.ll'l‘i-'ll:ﬂ" o |58 ** lezam mgaln ™ was [amilisr 1o ihe Jews
Geniile adopied the Jewith rolsglon they mid he was born aguin.  Tha §
felt sore (hat they were perfecely G, withoa ll:-’:'ll-l-lt'ld mind o kb
enter the coming kingdom, and whes Jesos told Nicodemen tha e
hors agala, af beoome &s |1 were 3 o mee, i1 peemad 10 bim javl ek
and impossible &4 i 18 for & grown man 10 becoms lierdly a lnile
he esclvimed, = How can these things be 7 v &)

s=In this verse Jeads rapluing what be mesoe 'hj‘ being borm g ;
iebln o 0t consists in twe paris—isi, of belng = bors of wair ; aad, of
borm of “ihe Sperit * Dosn ol wilsr b IJEE"‘ igomiive ex i
glam  This is 5o evident (hat almose all the commeniuries w b
ant ar Cathalie, are agreed wpen (1 Ehors of the Spiri ls e
for belng emade a bellaver  \Whea an unbelisver of dislwliever £l ar
mind ami believes i Jesus a5 God's ansipied, God's Soe and his ses BEE
he is born ol the Spirit. This chaoge of mind ks mid to be “of tha S
because tle Spirit fernished the testimoey nad ibs ol I
wiihonl which mo one ¢an belleve on | esan Jmas -_
atively ls espressed Jiterally in Mark 0fic 06 Aoty 2t 38, aed -’:I o,
¢ raanet euirr, elc —God may make excepiions o this law i be \
o CahAnl

B— Read + Spdri "' lnstead of = wisd" (uv in the margis & ¥
telly us how men are born of the Spirit, or sre mads beliaven, ¥ 3
ing the Spirit as be speaks 1o us about [esas, ihroagh the prophets
thes (vem Hom 18: i5) b et ik parch i

13=[awihiy thiagi —Things necessary L ool "
dam an url:. Irdernly — T Blegs about Christ's diviss et and b
ihpene, Insiead of an earihly cas, aa Hlﬂ'dm”’l "I'ﬂd' mq.

1 g=Serpent bified wp [sem Nom 31; g The Sem of Man wid _
Ihe cifoaa,

i §— Thaf whasevzir —As the se liﬂlﬁ up, ‘; ]
croms , and jusl &8 all the serpent itien wben 1 y obeyed the oo -
ai the llrpr?ul were healed. so all those who obsy 'hmi- ™
Jesan will be saved = Believe * bere Includes the repeatance

Ii in intended 10 o [sos a3 ; g

:Mh-uﬂ—gﬁdmmdlhlﬂﬂmﬁuﬂ-hiu‘lﬂﬂ" -

but that be pitied it and desired iz salvatics. The! bt pan=C-Sgy

dve mich God bowed or plided sinful men. -
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