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· :Editorial Notes. 
In funcwntntals, Unity i in incidentals, Liberty : 

in a.JJ thines, Love. 
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Spiritual Apathy in the Churches. 
The Homiltlic Rtvitw in a thoughtful arti

cle draws attention to the 11 ~piritual ap:lthy 
in the churches." The New York fodepmdtnl 
of 3rd December, 18961 is quoted as stating 
that II There were J 1400 Congregational 
churches in Americn, and 1,750 Northern 
Presbyterian churches that for the year 
1895-6 did not report a single conversion," 
wh'ile the Christian Obsen,er II had shown that 
there were 407 of such barren churches in 
the Southern Presbyterinn Church." Dis
couraging as these figures arc, " The Rev• 
Joseph Vance shows in the Cmlral Pmby
tenan or Sept. 291 18971 that the facts for the 
present yellr are still more discom aging. 
Instead of 407 barren churches in the South
ern Presbyterian body, there are, this year, 
J ,242 out or 2,816 churches, that report not 
a single addition or profession of faith during 
the past year." The additions on profession 
of faith to the two branches of Presbyterians 
in the States for the pasl four years show 
" a steady and alarming decrease." In 189+ 
there were 881924 additions; i11 '95, 81,536; 

in '961 76,680; and in \)7,. ~7,602. :rhc 
Rern1111 well says " The cond1t1on of things 
calls for most earnest and anxious enquiry.'' 

What is th, Cause:? 
The Homil,ti& Review considers tbal the 

cause of the state of things mentioned in the 
preceding note is at least partly attributable 
to II the lack of the old-fashioned preaching 
of the fundamental and saving doctrine of 
the Deity of Christ, of his incarnation and 
ntoninJ:: sacrifice, and the related doctrines.'' 
Mr. Moody too II recognises the fact that 
Lhis state of things is quite general, and 
sends out a very earnest cnll to the churches 
for a return to the preaching of the old con
verting doctrines of the Bible." The Review 
also contends thal ministers do not suffi
cient I y impress upon the people II tbal each 
Chi i~tiuu is ao individual co-worker wilh 
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Christ in the cvangelizntion of the world and 
immediately responsible for the results to the 
full extent of the powers and opportunities 
given him;" while a third need is "the duty 
of attaining a better understanding of the 
relation of the Holy Spirit to every forward 
movement of the church.'' 

A Pleasing Contrast. 
We believe the Rtvittv, as quoted ahove, 

has stated the n<.-eds of the situation prelty 
accurately. It is most significant that while 
in America the Congregationalists and Pres
byterians are lamenting" the apathy in the 
churches," the Disciples of Christ are e\'cry 
year reporting an increasing rate of progress. 
The 11tl increase last year was over 47,000 
and the additions on profession of faith must 
bavc considerably exceeded those or Presby
terians and Congregationalists combined. 
The D1sc1ples preach with no uncertain 
sound the • old converting doctrines of the 
Bible," maldug the dirinity of Christ and 
his a10111o(I \\Olk the central theme of all 

0 

their preaching. They reject lhe popular 
distinction between clergy and laity, believ
ing anJ teaching that, while some are spec
ially supported in the work of the gospel, 
every Christian is a clt!rgyman or priest and 
is personally responsible to the extent of bis 
ability for the salvation of others. They 
also plead for a better understanding of the 
work of the J Ioly Spirit, contt:nding that the 
truth itself is the Spirit's converting power. 
Thus far they ure in lhe line of the Utview's 
sug,:{estions, hut we believe they have a fur
ther advantage, overlooked by the Homiltlir 
Ueview, in their plain unmystical and scrip
tural direelions to enquirers after salvation. 
They instruct the unbeliever, as Paul did 
the jailer, to "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ," the enquirer who, like the Pcnle
costians, has beard and Lelie,·ed the gospel 
story, lo "Repent and be baptised in the 
name or Jesus Christ," and the believing peni
tent, as Ananias did Saul of Tarsus, to 
11 Arise and be baptised and wash away thy 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord." 

Thus adapting their instructions to tho needs 
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of their hearers, as tbe New Testament 
preachers did, tho directions given are easjly 
grasped and more readily obeyed. Doubt
less, too, their repudiation of human creeds, 
simplicity or worship, and plea for n com
plete return to the Christianity of C~rist an.d 
the Apostles has something to do with their 
rapid growth. \Vhatever the cause may be, 
the fact remains that while some other 
bodies report hut few additions by conver
sion, the Disciples are advancing so rapidly 
that the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, of Lon
don, recently rererrcd to their progress in the 
Mdhodist Times as constituting the most 
wonderful phenomenon of the age in Ameri

can religious history. 

Inspection of Convents. 
Is there any valid reason why com·cnts 

should not be open lo Government inspec
tion ? It is openly asserted that many of 
the inmates nre retained there against their 
will. If this statement is false, such inspec
tion would at once lead to its refutation. 
That tbousnods of young women should, in 
this enlightened age, be shut up an<l allowed 
no communication with their friends except 
under the supervision of Superiors, is simply 
astounding. \Vhetbcr there is any founda
tion for the rumors continuaily circulating 
respet.'ling the life led by these sequestered 
females or not, it is certain that the Roman 
Catholic authorities lay themselves open lo 
grave suspicion by thus secluding them. Vi/e 
ha\·e the highest authority for believing that 
11 Every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved. But be that <loeth 
truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may 
be made manifest that they are wrought in 
God." \\Thy do the convent rulers hate the 
light to such an extent as to object to allow 
their institutions to be placed, in common 
with others, under public supervision ? 

Recent Convent Expuiroces. 
Under this heading the Cliristia11 Common

tl'&alth publishl!&"an article from n former in
mate of a convent. Sbc affirrus tbnt afler 
entering she Celt unhappy nod longed to 
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ftturn lo her frlcnJs. She wrote lo them to 

Ibis affcd, but has 1ince dlsco,•ereJ lhat her 

lell~r never reached tbem, and it was not 

until she wr~te simply lh&lin,r where she was 

ind exprcuang no desire lo lcnve that the 

ellc:r was allowcJ lo pass through the post 
ll~t her friend• Jesirin,: her release carefully 

lard their plans, and ahe \\"Ill finally able lo 

effecl her esca~. She atnlc:9 that u many of 

those conlineJ in that convent woulJ he most 

ratcful to have. th~ir liberty once a,:ain," 
ul c~onot obtain u. Her description or 

lbc datly routi~e of prayers, ceremooics,work, 

and pen~nces 19 well cnlculated to make the 

!eade~ PstY the poor helpless inmates, and to 
1ntcns1fy the desire of the public 10 mokc 

t!>e movement for the official public inspec

llon of ~n~ents a success. It is lo l>e hoped 

that a .s1mtlar movement will l,c made in 
Australia. 

consideration ol the greatest of all worJs, 

11 love." Appropriately 501 hec.au5e lo\·c i1 

the outcome of grncc, und 11& such is dcmom

inatcd the chiefest of the graces. Tho,;c 

who have received tho grace o( God hccome 

"grnce-ful " hy reuon of the lo,•e oC God 

"11hcd nbro11d in their hearts." There ls no 

true, grace where love is ohsent. h is in 

vain lh11t we say, "\\'e nre saved hy grace," 

if the love of God h:u no ol>iJing place 

in our hearts. Anc.l this lo,•c mus/ find some 
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Stand ye In the ,nys, and ace, and uk for the old 

p&lb&.-Jrrcrnlo1h 6 : 16. 
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Old W ord1 in New Settinrs. 

LOVE. 
No. J. ~ 

Following our l,ricf study o( the word 

11 sr:ac-,." we npproprlalcly npproach the 

me.ins o( expressing itsclr outwardly, for 

love, like light, cannot l>e hie.Iden. 

In the re~n or kingdom of grace, love is 

the pre-eminent characteristic. Of no pre, 

vious time can this l,c said. True, behind 

the "reign of law" was the lovt> of Go<l; 

ne,·erthclcss it was only in the " kingdom o( 

grace" thal it found its highest ~xpression. 

The ultimate purpose of God's love existeJ 

before the foundation of the workJ, hut it 

was only in the " fulness of time "and in the 

incarnation of Jesus Chri1-t that the Father's 

heart spoke lo ~,is erring chilllrcn with all 

the affiuence of its love. No douhl, Ju1l:aism 

bad its "royal lnw," to " lo\'e God .... nnd 

thy ncighhor us thysclf"-what it lacked 

wns the divine idenl rendered or expressed 

in our ordinary, evcry-cfoy life. \\'c cnn, of 

course, find in the Old Testament splendid 

examples of divine love, l>ut, alter all, they 

were merely the germ, of which the one 

supreme example was the perfect flower . 

Even the germ itself, beautiful ns It was, 

had taken but little root in the hard and 

sterile soil of the hearts of the Jewish people. 

The predominating feature of their e:<po~il ion 

of the religion of their fathers was not lo\'e, 

but ~lfish exclusiveness. Thu~. lovl!' ha<l 

become, in this old Jewish settin~, har<l and 

unlo,·cly. Instead of bcinl{ bro:iJ, 11 w 11-

narrow. So to speak, it haJ no pcrspe<.11 vc. 

Turning lo the Gentile world we find 

m:ittcrs much worse. For if the Jc" i~h 

conception of love w:is annrrcd hy bi:nrt 

petrifaction, it w:is at any rate, comp:ir.1-

ti\'ely speaking, pure. ~ot so with the 

Gentile or Greek conception. Ilere the 

~clling in which love was enshrinc<l was 

essentially impure, Their mythology, poetry 

and art seem to ha,·e had little or no co11• 

ceplion _of the divine in lo\·e, uut only of 

that winch was sexual and with \•cry little 

concern as lo purity of expression. I ~deed 

some of their philosophers t:u .. ghl that Jo\'~ 

was a thing lo he a\'oided because of its 

Jegrading influence. Professor C. Schn•idt 

in bis "Social Results of Christianity" says: 

"The ancients often spoke of love ; it was 

sung l>y po~ls nnd discussed by philosophers, 

l>ut they dad nol mean that spiritual and 

ho!y (e,~ling which :arises in the <lepths of our 

hcrng nnd estal,lisbes a sweet calm and 

PebruUJ J, algll 

disinlere11ed sympathy hetween two aoula, 

which cnJurcs lhrougb all changes, and 

1urvh-e1 death Itself. Aocicnt egoism could 

know nothing of auch lo,•e, or al bat could 

hut feebly foreshadow il. \\'bat they called 

lo,·c was only the p•ssion and desire of tha 

sen5" .... ll i1 on this account that the most 

serious philosophers desire that love 1hould 

he nvoltlcd." Even with Pinto, love diJ nol 

rise to the hei1,ht ol charity or the poYt-er or 

sacrifice. Epictetus, who llouiiilieJ ol,oul 

A, o. 90, and Marcus A ureliu'i his disciple. ll 

is true, had higher conceptions of the mean

ing of lo,·c, hut it is unquestionable that this 

philosophy was leavened largely with lhe 

influence of Christian leaching. The gen

eral idea was a de,::r:adeJ one, and there is 

l>ut little douht thot the New Testament 

writers fouoJ the Greek word 1ros, which 

stands for "lo,·e," unfit, from its pagan 

11ssociation11, for use in expressing Christian 

ideas; hence the word ngap, used by the 

npostles. Farrar, in his commentary on the 

First Epistle 10 the Corinthians, says: 
11 Greek possesses two words for 'love: 

One of these, eroJ, implying as it did the love 

which springs from sensual passion, was 

quite too deeply in p.1gao associations to be 

copable or redemption into holier usage. 

It i1 characteristic of the Jifference betwec.o 

p:sganism and Christianity, that Plato's 

eulogy in lhc • Symposium ' is in houor of 

eros, not of anything res-:mhling acap,. The 

apostles, therefore, were compelled to describe 

the idenl of the ~ospc:I life by another word, 

which txpressed the love or esteem and 

re,·erence aoJ sacred tenderness-the word 

agaft. Tile word indeed was not classical. 

Xo heathen writer had used it. Bul the 

, t'rl, ,11.•nf,r.•, corresponding to the Latin 

iil•.,rJ, and being rcSt:rved for this loftier 

kind of love, su~gested at once the substan• 

11\·r (lgafe, "'bich, together with the similar 

!>Ul,sto111ti,·e ngafisis LJcr. 31: 3, etc.), bad 

alrcaJy been adopted 1,y the septu.a~iot." 

The word is thus, as Trench says, " uoro in 

the l,0s0111 of re,·ealed religion... It will 

thus be seen that the word "love" was 

l1ftc,J out of the mire and cleanscJ by Chris

tianity; and if the religion of Jesus Chrisl 

haJ <lone nothing more than this, it is thcre

hy, on that considerat1011 alone, entitleJ to 

com111a11d respect, and its Founder, for the 

same reason, can justly claim the gratitude 

and rc\'ercnce of all mankind. 

It was Christ tb11t glorified the worJ 
11 love." It wos from him the apostles 

learned the languago of heaven. "A new 

commandment," said Jesus to his apostles. 

" I give unto you, that ye love one another; 

ns 1 have loved you, that ye also love one 

another." The newness or the command• 

meut consisteJ io the new setting in which 
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ii \U!I rl11cc1I. To II love one nnolh<'f" wn~ 
bul • repclilion of lhe oh! commandment 
"love thy neighhor."' hut lhe old command
ment became, new when Jesus s:iid, 11 as I 
have, loved you." This was to he 1hc mctts• 
ure or the new love, which thereby became 
transfigured with glory from the e,•erlastin~ 
throne of God. 

Thia new commandment did not simply 
inculcate love as a ~ntimcnt, but love in 
constant activity. Rohertson of U, ighlon 
thus sets it forth :-" And when thnt uew 
spirit was in the world, see bow it strni~hl• 
way created a new thing. Men before bad 
travelled into foreign countries: the natur
alist to collect specimens; the historian lo 
accumulate facts ; the philosopher to hive 
up wisdom ; or else he had stayed in his cell 
to paint beautiful piclum o( love. But the 
spectacle of an Apostle Paul crossing oceans 
not to conquer kingdoms, not to hive up 
knowledge, but to impart life: not to accum
ulate stores for self, but to give, and to 
spend himself-was new in the hislory of 
the world. The c«·lestial fire bad louched 
the hearts of men, and their hearts flamed; 

• and it caught and spread and wouhl oot 
stop. On they went, that glorious band of 
brothers, in their strange enterprise, pene
trating into the dungc.-on, and to lhe throne 
-to the hut of the savuge feeding on human 
flesh, and to the shore lined with the skin
clad inhabitants of the far Isles of Britain. 
Read the account siven by Tertulliao of lhc 
marvellous rapiJity with which the Clu is
tians increased, and you are reminded of one 
of those vast armies of ants which mo\'e aero,:; 
acres of country in innumerable myriaJ~, 
drowned by lhousands in rivers, cul off l,y 
tire, consumed hy man and beast, anti yet 
fresh hordes succeeding interminably to 
supply their plact. 

"A new voice was beard: a new yearning 
upon earth; man pining al being severed 
from his brother, aml longing to burst the 
false distinctions which had kept lhe best 
hearts from each other so long-an infant 
cry of lifc-lhe t;ry of the church of God. 
AnJ all this Crum J uJea-thc narrowest, 
most bigoted, most intolerant nalion on the 
face of the earth.'' 

The old commandment in the new setting 
Jid this. 

Original Contributions. 
Sr.ck that ye m.iy nal to the edilyinf of the chla'Ch. 

- 1 Corintbiaru 4 : n. 
--o--

A Wakyan Ally. 
l)y G1to. T. \V ALDl!N. 

P1toa:. Jo!>l?l'H AGAR 81-:BT, \\ hose picture 
head, nc:xt column, is one of the uest known 
theologian, of Protestantism and the lec1din:; 
commentator of the \>Vesleyan Church. Ht: 
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is also a professor in the \\'esley:10 Theolo
~ical College, London. Prof. Ucct is n pro
lific author, having wrillen Commentaries: 
on Paul's Epistles to the Romans, Corinth• 
i rns nnd Gnlntians; and many other hooks, 
his latest published being on &chatology. 
Prof. Ueet is much esteemed outsitle his own 
chmch, anti often ddigl1ls London audiences 
with addressPs on special suhjcc\s. 

Some few years BJ:O he wrole a series or 
arliclcs on Christian Baptism for The B,i/iJh 
IVuJry, which ar.oused consiJernblo interest 
and provol<ed much criticism. Some few 
months nhcr, Prof. Beet, h;niug reviewed the 
whole ground taken up by the articles, pub
lished in an amended srnd enlarged form 
these articlt:s under the title of" A Treatise 
oo Chrisliau Baptism." Jo 1b1s hook we 
have two positions in respect to Baptism 
that we as a people hove long taken, ably 
!>t~ted nod ,·igorously deft:nded by the prores• 
sor,and though he aherwarJs wanders into the 
,, ilJerncss of the Co\'eoants and gels bopc
lci:sly ln~t, still bis position on what the New 
r c!>L,1111e11t teaches in respect to the design 

ol Christian Baptism anti those who may be 
I, 1pti,t:cl 1s ~ manifestly ri~ht, and so logi
, .illy 5:ro11g, and so nJ..in to what we hnve 
CJ.,to:nJt• l tor, and for which we have been 
c.om.lc111•,cd l,y \\·esleyans nmong others, 
th.11 I lhou~ht the readers of Tns CHRISTIAN 
\\Otlltl cn~ny seeing Prof. Beet's picture and 
rc:ldini:; his po~ition. They nrc not positions 
taken m the: hc:il of ucba1e, l>ul they are the 
mature judgment of the most accomplished 
Wesleyan scholar now living. 

I.-Th, Dtsiin of Christian Baptism. 
11 Uy solcmoly ordaining oo.plism, our 

Lord nH\llo it obli~atory on nil who seek his 
favor; and thus milde it a contlition of sal\'a• 
lion. For we cannot enjoy l,is smile while 
we refu..,e lo obey his express command,"p. 14. 
" Why did be, in a spiritual religion, ortlaio 
an oulward rile as a condition of salvation?" 
p. t 5. His ilnswcr docs not much concern 
us, it is the fac\ in the r1uestion that baptism 
is 6poken of as II a condition of S.'llvatioo.'' 
"\Ve understand now the stilrtlingexhortation 
of Ananias to Saul of Tarsus m Ac\s 22: 16, 

A ,iu 11nd bdpliJi: tliys,1/, and rrMlt nroay thy si,u. 
• These strong worJs evidently mean, • Re• 

move the stain of thy sins by the water of 
baptism.' Ananias knew that Christ bad 
expressly ortlaioe<l anti commanded the rite, 
nnJ bad thus made it a condition of hii; 
favor nnd of the salvalioo he proclaimed. 
Therefore, for lhc repentant persecutor, there 
was no forgiveness nnd purification except 
by formal confession of Christ in baptism. 
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Now, to our thougbr, a condition perform~ 
in orJc:r to attaio a re.suit dependent upoa at 
is a means lo that end. ConsequeatlJ, 
Ananias could speak, and in this passage 
does speak, of baptism as a meana of salva
tion.'' p. 16. On I Pelc:r}: 21, he says. .. IC 
ns we, have seen, baptism 11 a condili«;>n, and 
in this case an instrument ol salvation, St. 
Peter could rightly uy, a1 be here AJI, 
Baptis"' sa11tlA yo111" p. 19. 

" Baptism . . • . i,; a gate erecled ~y 
Christ as (for the members oC tha apostolic 
churches) the only way of salvation," p. 19. 

IL - Infants not Subjects of Baptism In 
New Testament Tl.ma. 

" Io Acts 10: +7-48 is recorded ~be bap. 
tism of some who bad already received the 
Holy Spirit. This proves that the. ou~ward 
rite was nccdf ul for tho5e \\'ho bad 1nd1sput
ably obtolincd inward spiritu:,.l life" p. 18. 
" It must be al once admitted that the New 
Testament contains no clear proof that 
infaots were baptised in the days of tbc 
apostles. It is true St. Paul baptised the 
houses of Stephanas and Lydia and the 
Philippinn jailor and all who belonged to 
him, 1 Cor. 1: 16: Acts 16: 15, 33· Dut 
this mention or baptised hour.cholds by no 
mc.'\ns pro\•es or r,uggests he baptised infants" 
p. 27. 

" lo baptism, an infaol is absolutc;ly 
passive, whereas n believer is bun~( t~c 
most conspicuous actor. So great ts this 
difference that two o( the most important 
assertions about b;iptism in the N.T. are 
altogether inapplicable to the baptism or 
infants. For to say (Gal. 3: 21) that infant& 
ba\·e faith is to malce St. Paul's words mean
ingless. Nor (Col. 2: 12) ha,·c infants been 
raised with Christ. Moreover to speak or 
baptism as a means of sal\'ation as was im
plied in Acts 22: 16 is to introduce, if 
applied to infants, an element utterly op
posed to the spirit of the New Testament" 
p. 29, 30. 

After reading these plain scriptural words, 
one naturally asks bow can such a writer 
defend infant baptism ? The answer will 
be found in the following words used by 
Prof. Beet on page 34 of his book, 0 \Ve 
cannot ignore the Christianity of 113. cen
turies and hcgln lo re-erect the Church, 
taking the New Testament plan." This is 
precisely whnt the " Disciples of Christ " 
ba\'e done, they ba\'e disregarded all the 
centuries, since the first, and taking the New 
Testament as a working plan, have sought 
to re-erect the Apostolic Church, and missed 
hy very little having Prof. lleet as a helper. 
ln fact later on in the book the professor docs 
what he says he cannot do, io .arguing with 
Mr. Sadler, or the Church of England. Prof. 
Beet discartls the "18 centuries of Christian
ity" and takes this posilion: 11 I have no 
reliable witnesses of the teaching of Christ 
and his Apostles except the books of the 
New Testament. And these I find sufficient 
to remove all doubt in all matters of import
anct-," p. 55. So say we all, and as Prof. 
Beet has admitted that infant baptism is not 
found in the books of the New Testament, 
we cannot follow him when be seeks to have 
us observe as an ordinance of the Lord 
something to ,-.·hich these II reliable wit
nesses of the teaching or Christ and his 
Apostles" have never once refc:~J. 
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Thc Elcmcnb of the Go.pd. 
LEI IER 11. 

lmpmalbillly of revealln1, at once, lhe plan of ~1· 
,-atlun.-Pru,rash-. dn-elorment necaury.-lntro
dw:aory l>ispcaatloo1 lhelr phllmopby ud deslrn 

In ou~ first J~ller ~e called your attention 
lo certain cons1dent1ons to convince you 
that the Old Testament ,us no longer in 
force; that tbe will of God for you and for 
me, and for all now lh·ing, is to be sought in 
the New Testament-in that te~l:ament 
which was not of force until Jcsui died and 
rose again, hut which, e,·er sfuce tho execu
tors or "ministers of the New Testament " 
opened it oo lhe day of Pentecost succeeding 
the resurn{lion of Jesus (Acts 2) has been 
to all nations lhe will of our Lord' nnd Sav
iour Jesus Christ. At the 5.lmc lime we 
10ught to show that while the fa~s pro,·e 
that the a11llwril)' of the Old Testament bns 
ceased, they prove the in1pi,atio,, o( the Old 
Testament writings. \Ve need enler into no 
labou~e~ argu_m~nt to prove this: Assuming 
the dl\'IDe m1ss1on of Jesus, bas teachings 
settle the question. 1-f e affirmed thnt "all 
things must be fulfilled that :ire written in 
lbe law of Moses, nod in the prophets, aml 
in tbe psalms concerning me." Luke 24: H 
He thus recognizes the three general divi
sions under wbicb the Jew comprehended nll 
their Scriptures. The lat11 C'>Dtained the fi\'e 
books of Moses. The fropluls embraced the 
writings of the /onner propAets, us they were 
termed, the boo~s of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, 
and Kings; Rod the /all" p,opluls, or those 
which are generally called now the prophet
ical hooks, with the exception of Daniel. 
The /cag~graj,1,a, or holy writings, compre• 
hended Psafms, Proverbs, Job, Canticles, 
Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclcsiaste,, Esther, 
Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and the two books 
of Chronicles. We say that our !...ord in ac
knowled~ing these as the Scriptures, out of 
which h11 own di\'inc mission was to bo 
proved, asserts their inspiration. 

\Ve are aware that your mind is confused 
at this point ; nnd you are not nlone. You 
will ask, If inspired why not of authority ? 
Tbe.1 are of authority as n1·tnmt.s of the 
Christ; hut not of authority as a law to us. 

" Is God, then, capricious-mnking one 
&el of Scriptures, and then selling them 
asldc-mal<ing one testament, and then like 
a man who chan~cs his mind, destroying 
that will, and making a new one that pleases 
him better ?" 

Not at all. To rid your mind of confusion, 
you must learn one imporlant truth-that 
the developmcnl of the plan of human re• 
demplion was gradual-Jroprssiw. The law 
of trogr,uiw deudop111nd &eems to pervade the 
universe. Science reveals it in the physical 
universe in the structure of worlds. \Ve 
need not be surprised, therefore, to find il in 
the moral universe, in• the go,•ernment of 
rational natures, \Ve mny readily conceive 
lhe idea of worlds of mnller rising into in
stant perfetlion, by omnipolcnt energy ; but 
we cannot understand bow mere omnipotence 
can control .,ind into instant submission. 
Rational beln1,1 must be plied with nwluv
tbey must be brought themselves todoou the 

ri,:ht. Thi!i is nol ncco111pli1.f1e,I l,y physic11l 
force. Ji IIIU!,I come L,y convic11011, pcn,ua
sion, conversion. Uul to tnl,e a race wl11c~, 
in tho pcn·crted excrc-i~ ?f. its fre~clom, as 
drif1ing aw.1y from God, mto a1be1:;m nnd 
uller lllwlcssncss, anJ prepare them 10 be 
sa,•ed-to come under 1he control of such a 
Lord and Sn1our as Jesus is, wRS not ll!e 
work of a dny, or •;~r, or a century. \\·c 
arc sometimes ar.ke : " \Vhy did not Jesu~ 
come a11 soon as man sinned ? Why delay 
for four thousand years ? \Vh_y sd up in• 
s1itul1ons and lav.·s that mu!it 111 the eml he 
abrogated? Why cuml>cr the plan of s111-
vation with a testament that hu to he, 
taken away 11s i111perfecl ?" And 1his Y.C 
take to he your diOiculty. We reply: The 
fa..:'\ that God did not instantly re\'c.11 11 

complete pl:llt of salvalion, _ but took four 
thousand years to de\'clop ll, prove_s that 
there were difficulties in the way which re
quired a 1:radual unfold1ng of his p~rpose.s. 
We may not be able fully to enter 11110 the 
reasons for thi~. But there are sollle reasons 
for it which we may at lea.st 1>3rtinlly under• 
stand. 

1. Men must le:arn the odiousness anJ 
curse of sin, and the ruin which it ine\·ila• 
bly works, before they :.re e\'en willing to 
be saved from it. This can only ho lc.,rncd 
by experience-our own experience, or that 
of others. Time bad to be ~iven, therefore, 
for the nccumulation of sinful experiences. 

:z. ltlen had to learn that they coulJ not 
save themselves from sin. This is a hard 
lesson. The pride of the human heart do('S 
Dot easily gl\'e away. When the prodigal 
had wasted bis substance in riotous lh·ing, 
bis pride would not ll!l him return until be 
had made tbe most desperate efforts to rt:• 

trieve bis fortunes. Not until he rcacbe.J 
the point or utter despair of his own efforts, 
lhrough a succession of humiliating failures, 
he was willing to arise and go 10 bis father. 
This 1s hut a picture of human nature-of 
the race. lt required time, therefore, for a 
succession of human experiments in govern
ment and reliRion. 

3. A sinful condition o( the human t.0111 
does not llllow of immediate inlt:rcours1: with 
God. Sin erects fearful barri~rs hc-t ween 
man and God, God can only revcnl himself 
al a dislanu. It required a patient succession 
of revelations, therefore, 10 0\'ercome the ig
norance of Go<l into which sin plunged the 
race, and prepare mankind for a full revela
tion of the divine nature and character. 

These are some of lhc reasons why the 
sal\'alion of Go<l was not immcdintcly re
\'ealcd in its fullness. 

Let us seek an invitation. A father has 
sc\'en sons. They grow rebellious on his 
han<ll>, He could fora them into instant 
subjection, but that woulJ nol suit his pu1-
posc:. He recognizes the rational nature 
they. possess, and knows that lhey cannot 
attain the true dignity of their being, so as 
to possess a worthy manhood, unless they. 
arc pm11aJtd to be good. He will not then 
employ force, except as correcli\'e, until all 
other means ha\'e failed, and they become 
hopelessly incorri~il,lc. Tl1n1 he may be 
compelled to cast them off entirely. Mean
w_hilc be sc:c~s lo .coven! them firmly, but 

• kmdly ; l,canng with their per\'crsencss, re
warding them for obedience, nnd punil.hing 
them with more or less severity, as he 6nds 
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nece,!i.lfY for hi11 Duthority an,I lheir r'IOd 
Still bas kindness 111_ ,purocd, an,I bas aathor: 
uy contemned. H_11 hoys, Ill they grow up, 
become more realt\e under authority, Ind 
more stul>t,ornly bent on pursuinl{ their 0.,8 
ways. There is one expedient left: ut llu• 
adrift; tlm,w tJun, H lhet, ,.,., mnrc11. TbcT 
will lertrn, perhaps, in lhe acbool or elpen. 
cnce, lessons dearly bought, but which Ibey 
wall learn in no other way. Nothing but q. 

pericnce, ic is evident, will taxe the conceit 
out of them. So he lets them 1,ro ever, one 
his own way. Uut as he has ulterior pur. 
poses of grace _in lett_ing th~rn go-as be 
mcnns 10 hold bunsclf Ill rc:admess to receive 
them when they shall desire to u:turo-he 
docs nol entirely abandon them c,·eo now. 
Jlc retains cme at home aod makes him the 
dcposilary of bis counsels, and the recipient 
of peculiar favors, that through him he may 
still l,e able 10 operate in<lireclly on the ab
sent prodigals, and hold them by the invisi
ble chain of his pro\'idence until lbe u full, 
ness of time" for their penitential restora
tion. They are all equally guilty, and hi1 
elt.'<\ion of any one over lhe r~t to till thi1 
place in bis own house is purely a matter of 
grace. I le chooses the one who will hc!.t iuit 
bis purpose, appoin1s him his patrimony,and 
csloblisht:S with him paternal relation, of 
peculiar tenderness, while the rest are any 
011 their wilJ career of experiment. But he 
eleds him nol for his own sake nu:rely, /,,d 

ft1r iltt wk, of tlu lt>sl sons, that they through 
hi111 may yet l,e brought back. Thus in all 
their wanderings they arc still watched, aad 
often influenced uoknowo lo tbcmseh"U. 
Even the son who stayi. at home is borne 
will1 m many wrongs, for the sake of his in
fluence o\'er them. Aod when 1bc time comes 
tlill they arc weuy of their vain cxperi-
1nr·11ls, and hegin lo think of returning to 
1lie1r f.11hcr"s house, he is ready through this 
•.c,11 to ton11t11inicate l11s willingness lo re• 
c-• i1·e 1111:111, ;u1,I reinstate 1be111 in his favor. 

Lf'l the fm,t part of this illustration ID• 

~wl'r f,,r < jod's dealings with our race during 
the ttr-;t two thousand years, during wbal is 
c~ll,·J the palnarchal age. Then, when the 
r.1uo11~ "J1J not hke to retain God in their 
lrnowltdgc, he &ave chem up to a reprobate 
111i11J," a.nd auandoncd them to their own 
cJu·iccs. But he chose Abraliam and the 
n.11io11 springing from him through Isaac 
and lacob, to slay nl houu, and be to him a 
pccunar people abO\'C nil people 00 the face 
of I he earth. 1 le matle a testament or COV• 

cnant for tbc111, b11{ not for 1/ui, 011'11 uus: it 
w:.cs for the sake o( the prodigal children 
who haJ gone from home, that through tbil 
nation he 111ight keep watch and ward O\'er 
them for their final reconciliation. These 
nations experimented in government, philo
sophy, and religion for two thou~nd years. 
and failure was heaped upon failure until foot• 
soi c in their wanderings, and heart-1iclc ia 
1hc1r fail111es-all their substance wasted in 
riotous living-they begin to 1hink of their 
Father's house, and were ready to listen to 
O\'crt ures. T Jun, " io the fullness of time,• 
Jesus came, and the Gospel was pubh1hcd 
to the nalions. 

That the jeY.ii.b na1ion served this pur
pose, nnd that they were elecled to their 
position with a \'lCW to accomplish such I 

purpose, is evident from 1he numerous Scrip· 
lures. Their location in a geographical 
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c~otre, wl~encc light could successfully ra
dmte-t~cir slavery in Egypt, the centre 
of learning and of idolatry - their connec
tion with Tyre nnd. S11_lon, and other grcnt 
5?~rces _nf commercial influence-their cap
l1v1ty m Bnh_ylon, nnd their dispersion 
amon~ the nations, arc among the promi
nent fac\s t~1at in<l~cate the ul~erior purposes 
of Jeb_o~·:.h m mnk1~g them his own-people, 
and gwmg them h1s law nod council. Sec 
Ex.9: 16,and 15: 13-17;3"2: 11-13;Josh, 
2: 9-11, and the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, 
and Daniel. All the nations formed a school, 
rebellious though they wore ; and the Jews 
were the black-board on which God wrote 
his lessons and wrought out bis problems. 

Hence, in this progressive .development 
we have three successive dispensations:-
,. Palrlarchal ,. The rt.mll1 ,. Pom .. tlc , 11,eorh,.ny 
,. Je .. lu, :. ·n,c, Stale- 2. Na1lo1111I ,. Law 
J. thrlatlan J· Tltl Church J. Hcummlc.al J. Gospel. 

The first period was marked 1,y a vindica
tion of /111 Being a11d P,ovidmu of God, iu 
opposition to the Atheism into which the 
posterity of Cain were drifting. He that 
comes to God must belie\'e that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him. Its revelations were in personal 
manifestations of Deily and in special rt'
wards and punishments. 

The second was marked l,y a vindication 
of the tinily of God, in opposition to the idol
atries into which the nntions were wander
ing. Its revelations unfolded 1he truth, 
justice, and holin~s of the one living and 
true God. 

The third was mart.ed by the 111mn1aliun

the vindication of Jesus as the Son of God, 
in opposition to nil human schemes of salva
tioll and all hUlnan lordship over the soul of 
man. Its revelations unfold the condcsccu
sion, mercy, and love of God in Christ. 
Thus we have God revuled, 
1. lo sreclal ap)lcarancca ,. Pm.,hl.-ncr. 1 GoJ 111 11,r I .. ,. ,lo 

. Tbcopluany 
:. In Wonh 1. ~"" :. Go.I In 1hr '\,11 • n 
J. In lllat1_Jmrn~nud J, Grllcc J God lo ll1JmJ11i1, 

. _God with us. /"' tt., ,~u 

"The law (1/,e type) came by i\l0scs, tlw 
grace and the lrutf1 (rta/1/y) came by Jesu!-

'Christ." Joo. 1: 17. We reach the summit 
of these purposes when we hear Jesus an
nouncing-" All authority is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth. Go, therefore, dis
ciple the nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit." 

Our Missions. 
Go yt into all the world u¥I preach the rospcl to the 

wbok crutioo.-:\fark 16: 15 (11 v.) 
---o---

Forc.iin-
CONDUCTllO II\' P ll. LUIJUl<OOI,; 

WANTED SrEEDILY-nll the money prom
ised for the Kanaka Chapel Fund, as the 
building is now neariog completion. Send 
lo R. Lyall, Queensherry-street, North Mel
bourne, or to F. l\I. Luclurook. 

Bro. F. E. Stubbin of Hosewood Church 
CJf Christ, Queensland, b.is rece~tly ueeu 
interviewed by the F.M. Executive Co111-
111ittee in Melbourne, and will probably lie 
sen I to lJ urda J udia, al an early date. Bro. 
~- is now rn;klns a short stay with the 
brethren in South Australia. 

The Australian Christian. 

We arc indebted 10 our ,:!OOd Bro. A. 
McLean for the M1mo11a,y lnt,lligmur, most 
regular nnd welcome every month, The 
brethren in the States are now nimiog nt
One dollar per n1embcr yearly for Foreib'n 
Missions. The Reformed Preshyreriaos gi\le 
nearly lu•o dollars per member; and the 
United Presbyterians nod the Heformecl 
Church each give O\'er o,u dollar : the Dis
ciples at present only average tltvm ants -a 
long way off a h11mlre1I cents. With the 
abo\•e examples before them, our brethren 
will not he content long to remain so far in 
the rear. 

Including the Kannka Chapel Fund we 
shall have done helter in Australasia this 
I welve months than 11 cents or sid, each. 
Dul still n loo~ way hebw that \'cry clcsira
lile and quite allainahle one dollar or four 
:;hillings per head. 

IMMBRSUD AT IIURDA Al-:D Tl.lllRNI. 

Miss Thompson reports:-Your letter and 
draft for {6 received this week. Our lfrl1ef 
\Vork is closed just for the present, but we 
hope lo sd quite a numher to work again in 
tJ1e course of a week or two. \Ve expe~t to 
get ground to build another uungalow \'ery 
soon. \Ve are giving out small sums of 
money weekly to ofd and decrept people 
and bnve bought quite a supply of clothing. 
\\'e thought if we bad any money to dispose 
of after the people were able to find work 
1hat \\ c would send It to 1he Orphanages, as 
thl'ir expenses are so heavy al present. \Viii 
you let me know if 1hat will please the Com-
11111tcc. I spend a part of every day with 
Dr. Drummond now. He has had quite a 
nu111be1 of patients, most of whom are doing 
well, ,,hhough !>Ome of them think they can 
1111provc upon his prescriptions. One woman 
,.aid tlit· medicine was doing her good, so she 
tlaouglit -.he would 1.J<e several Joses at once 
.,nd g•·l well quickly. I told her she must 
ol,ev the doctor's orJcrs, and she said she 
,1 o~l,1. hut I found out that she had once 
mon: I 11cd to i;:et well quickly. She got well 
ahi:r,dl. Or. U.pe,formedtwoopcrationstbe 
fir:,t Wl'tk he was here, and is going to per
form another one to-morrow. He and l\lrs. 
Drummond a1e living with me. Dr. Oxer 
still has fovi:r. II is now three months since 
she had the first allar.k. The rest of our 
mis!>ionarit!!> arc keeping fan ly wdl, aoJ iu 
mo!;l of our stations we are having additions. 
Three young :nen and one woman w~re UflP· 
tisetl in Hurda l1Lsl week anJ two 10 Tun
urni. One of 1hc youn,: men bas mysteri
ously d1sap~1etl, and we fear he is bei~g 
ill-treated. We cannot get any trace of him 
and can do nothing but leave him· in our 
Father's bands. Praying that the year may 
be full of blessing to you nod nll the brethren. 
Yours in Jesus, MARY TuowPsoN. 

The following from !''' ~-Jarve1I Fu/J 
shoulJ he read in conncct10J1 with the abo\lc 
as 10 1he disappearance uf a convert:-

11ow THE 1111\IJUS REGARD UAPTISM. 

11 The !.Oc1al nnd national disgrace thJ t 
baptism incurs, deters the ~-1 ind us from 
taking the desired step. A Hmdu may en• 
cleavor, in his life and condut'\, to follow the 
example of Christ ; he may accept the cbar-
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ac\eristic 1,u1hs of Chri&1ia11ily; be may <:Ven 

attend Chiislian worsl11p .rnJ Jc.cl.ire l11m!,,Clf 
a believer in Christ, and he will not be seri
ously inleifered with. Or he may di~b_elicve 
in e\'erything, and be an nvowed 1:tkt.pt1c: ~o 
one will impe:ich him. But !el h111~ unite 
himself by nn oul wnrd and ceremonial a~l 
to the le:1ding religion of the world, and be 1s 
made to suffer nil that law anti public opioioo 
c-an inflic\. • He hns gi,·en up cvcrytb1o_g 
heyond hope,' as was s.1id of one, 'and 1s 
nothing better than a Cbristi:in.' The most 
cultured or most skeptical Hindu would al 
once outcast n baptised member of bis family, 
or retain him only to re-convert him. There 
is no ohjec\ion to the doc\rine sy111bolizcd in 
the rite; all the horror centers in 1be rite it
self. The simple application of water con
stitute,, from the Hindu point of view, a 
crime of deepest maJignity. It is not zeal 
for truth that provokes the persecution, but 
zeal for custom and caste, and just· now a 
false patriotism." 

Tbts gives point to a pas5ai.:e in a rt:ccnl 
utterance or Dr. Glover (Englislt Baptist):
" No one can rCJd the story of Pentecost or 
for that matter of Foreign Mission~ 10-lby 
without feeling the value of bnplism as a 
con\·ersioo-rite. It calls for decision-is ad
mirably suited as a rite of confession. It 
owns the pollution of sin, 

Ir ASKS FOR CLEA'-Sl~C, 

it expresses the entrustmeot of the soul into 
1be hilDds of the Di\·ine Goal. The cootrilc 
are embol<lene J hy it to draw nigh to hini 
who asks only the confession of our sins lo 
hcstow his pardon." 

t,;ANAIU M 1S:.ION, 

Bro. Thompson reports as follows :-Just 
a few lines lo le! you know that our building 
is going on, but owin:,; lo the heavy rains we 
have had for the last week the carpenter:, 
ha\'e not been ahlc to do much. \-\Theo fo, . 
wardint,; money for first deposit on builJing 
kindly allow for exchange. lo paying for 
some work done here for an unJerground 
tank, which cost £23 5/-1 I had to pay 5 • 
cxchaogr in on.ler to cash the cheque 10 pay 
the workman. The cheque was from Dr. 
Vcrco. There is a bank in Childers called 
the Dank of North Queeosla,:d Limited: 
you could make a Jraft payable there, then 
the workmen woukl not be at any loss. They 
have taken the contract very cbc.ap. Yull 
,viii see hy report that I ,ent 1hrough Bru. 
O'Brien that we will bavc to fe11i:e the lronl 
of the allotment and part of one side 111. 

There will he a clozeu lamps nee<le<l for the 
chapel. 1 was in hopes of the Kanab-. 
being able to pay for this, but we cannol 
manage it on account of so many bt:ing ou1 
of work. \ Ve bad to dispense with our piL • 
nic on New Year's Day. \Ve were loo puor 
lo go picnicing. 

The coming season pro1111:..cs io lie a vc1 y 
hright one. For the last week it bns be.en 
nining, and it has no appearance of clearing 
to-day; it is raining as hard a!> ,, hen 11 co111-
lllence<l. The river nn<l creeks are n~in.: 
fast. If i l does 001 soon clen r II p we w1 II 
have heavy flood-.. Tbe countr) i!> gcttinh 
n:ry boggy for 1ravelling, :wLI until th, 
weather clears we will 110L lie able 1u livid 
our meet111gs. 
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Sunday School, 
'Thna ,nn lbcrc brourht unto hbn llule children. 

-Mallhew 19: IJ 
---n---

L&a,;o:,i FOIi F■HIIUAu· IJTII. 

"T111 CALL Of MATTHEW," 
Alan. 9: 9-17 

GCLVE.V TE.\"T -•·Foiles, •t "- A/1,t !J: 9. 

It woulJ al• 
most seem that 
Jesus threw 
down the gaunt• 
let to the foe. 
tidious Phnti
secs in bis call 
or Levi, one or 
l h e p11b/1ca,ri 
(Jewish) who 
/armed the tax
es from the Ro
m ans, these 
l>cing more 
surely objects 
or opprobrium 

oa11•u1. w.t.Tn cAu11:• & a,nnL11. to the j<:\\ s than 
the heathen themsch•es were. lf eo, the 
ch:illen,te was acceplt!d. Matthew at tb1s 
time showed no selfish, grasping spirit, 
which was too ott exhibiteJ hy his follows. 
He in his record passes over the facts given 
by Luke: " He left all," and " Levi made 
a great feast in his _house," To tbi~ feast 
the puhlicnns and sinners came, which. (to 
use Mark's words on another occasion) 
u when they saw they found fault.'' Not 
because he preached at them,-the Phari• 
sees could have done that thc:msel\'es,-buL 
"this man receh·cth sinners and entelh with 
them." Equally so to• day would mnny 
despise such conduct. Hence their dc111auJ 
as to the reason. His justification wns 

simple but thorough. 1. You think you 
are wdl and these are sick I \Vhy, then, 
be surprisrd to find the phriciao wi~h them, 
rather than with you? 2. Learn this of tbe 
prophet: God prefers mercy rather than 
sacrifice. How applicable to those who then 
v.·ere giving sacrifice but no me~cy I 3· How 
would you righteous have r~cetvcd ~. ~all to 
repentance in place of these sinners I Twas 
for 1inoers Jesus came." 

The auhJect was then changed, as usual. 
It would appear that this feast was given on 
one of the falit days (Mark 2: . 18, R.V.). 
John'& disciples and the Phansees, wh~ 
., were fasting," came and asked why __ Jus 
dlaciples were not. ~ote t_be reply. l h~ 
appropriation of John II testimony (jo~n 3 • 
2!1) l1 a master touch. The marr1aGe f neo~s 
-would you have them mourn nod Cast_ an 
the presence of the bridegroom? ~. \\ ho 
taketh 8 pic:ce of cloth undr~ssed or from a 
new armenl to mend a rent m an _old o~e ? 
No o~e. J:'or (a) the new garment 1s spo1l~d 
(L k ) . (b) a worse rent will be made m 
1h: aid '(ttfau.) •. (,) the piece from t!!e new 
will not agree w1tb tho old (Lu~f:)· Tl~ey 
b d not thouJ;ht of a "'"' rehg10n, ho,•mg 

a dUTerenl spirit and another rule; hut he 
~ell• thorn lhat this is the very ~cuon why 
.. ~ d' ·plet cannot conform to tltttr 11anJan.l. 
... IICI • • t ( oe,•· 
It would be hke cutt10~ D piece ou o a ·• 

rment and pulling at upon a11 old onc
p w loses ill complctcaes1 and tl~e ol_d 
f!e C::statency" (Lo.,,,). 3· Now wine is 

not put inlo old hot1le11. The rermcnlation 
of the wine would l>u1 st the fc:chle and 
inelastic skins. In Luke 5 : 39 is an inter• 
esting addition, which al first sight seems to 
overthrow the idea of mnny thnt the Saviour 
was arguing from the difference between lhe 
old and new religions. Uul it is said: "The 
language [Luke 5: 39) does not compare 
the intrinsic qunlilies of the old and new, 
hut simply gives 1/11 vttw of the Jew, and his 
~round of prc.-ferencc." But if we draw no 
subtle argument as to the relation between 
Law nnd Gospel, but see in the three ex• 
amplcs given a most apt answer to their 
question ns to the propriety of fasting, we 
shnll be nn indisputahly rnfo ground, ancl 
still get abundant food for thought for one 
lesson. 

Poets' Comer. 
So will we 1lni and praise thy powu.- I~, lrn J 1 , J 

---o---

Thoughts of .an Aged Christian. 

Almost Home. 
I ll't1ltt" /i>r lht At ~TUI.IAN ~11•1~1 IAN.) 

I 

Alm?,t lluml!, lhc Klory l,rii;htcnv, 
Q\·cr nil the i1u111tCt ~I.:) ; 

Earthly 1tCcnes nre fa1linK, radio~. 
And eternity is nigh 

~ 

Almost I lome, a bell\'t>Ol) m.1n~10n 
:\I l dc.ir I .on:! prm 1dt"'< for me, ; 

In His pre~eo,;e, e\cr d~cllln~. 
l'uru ancl ~p,.•11!'..Jt, !i.iolcs~. free 

3 
Almost llumc, ah, llol} Spirit 

Thou h:.~l b<-en my guide nnd ,_1,1~·. 

Kcepin~ me rami,I tcmp1,11on~. 
Le&di111' onw-nl ;ill the way. 

I 
Alm0t,t llome, ) ct i.till the"' lin11c~ 

Tho111-hu or lo\·ed onl's left b,-tou-, 
lloly Fatlicr, guide 11ml lwep them, 

Till the Joys of hc.·wcn 1hcy know. 
.) 

Almcnt llomc. in ro.d,ant glory, 
l\'ly Red~rneT l •~all see. 

And In rnl,c or '(hstemn.: l.>rii:h1nc11S, 
With the ransomed throng lo l>u. 

6. 
Almost llome, my God. my F.1ther, 

All Thy promi~ are bright. 
And in lhcm I'm s:i£ely trusting, 

For at eventide 'tis li..:ht 
7. 

Almost Home, the darlcn~ J(llthl'rs, 
And the i,badow, round me preu, 

Ob, my Saviour, keep beside me, 
Till I enter Into rest 

8 . 
Almost Home. what choral anthem,. 

HiMl 10 God, lhroujlh hca1·en'• high dome, 
And aniclic ,·oices nungle, 

Welcome 10ul, 1hri&:1: Wt!lcome home. 
9· 

Almost Home, tho pearly portals 
<>prn wide 10 let me In ; 

Fiucwcll earthl)· cares and 1icknesa, 
No more aorrow, no more 1in. 

Endeavor. 
Aria, tbcrd0tt, and be doin2, and the Lord be wltb 

thee.-• Cbroo1c.lcs ;n . 16 

1£,•ery EnJeavorcr is asked lo keep Tues . 
Jay c,·ening, February 2:.1nd1 free. Full 
particulars later. 

Th~ Austrnlasiao Convention is lo l,e 

hehl ia l\f rlhourne this year. Tbr? Cummill~ 
already have their plans well ia band. 

The Union Meeting was held on the 17th 
ult. Several Societies failed to send repre
scnlath·es. H it is not possible for de~egate& 
to attend, the secretary should notify lbe 
Union secretary to that effect. 

The hair-yearly meeting of N. Mclho1;1rne 
Society wns held on January_ 11th. fhe 
election,; were as follow :-President, D •. 1\1. 
l\IcCradictt ; vice-president, Fredk. Colhm•; 
secretary, Miss lkan; a!-cisl. secretary, A. 
Dlytbe; organist, Miss Dewar. The com
mittees arc Lookout, Managemenr, Syllabus, 
\Vbatsoe,·er and Missionary. Dunog the 
past six mo~ths the Missionary Committee 
have Jone a great deal in the way of pro
moting missionnry interests ; over £ 4 has 
l'leeo collected by our indefatigable collector, 
Bro. Donaldson, for the Home Missions. 
\\' c nrc also striving to help all other branches 
of missionary work. The Tract Committee 
bas done yoeman service during the past 
term. Over 250 homes have been visited, 
anc.l our specially printed tract covers deliv
ered with a verhal i11\'italion to our meetings 
as well as the printed one on covers. Al
ready the results are noticeable. \Ve com
mend this work to all workers in the Lord. 
Our metlings art! well attended, and an in
rrease of membership is reported. 

\Viii secretaries kindly report on annual 
or half-yearly meetings al once, so that all 
may know how the wor~ is prot,,rressing. 

From The Field. 
The field is the world.-Mattbew 13: .58. 

---o---

Victoria. 

Ect1UCA.-\'cstcnlay we held a Harvest Festi,·al. 

In connrction with which Bro. f. Pittman addreued 

lbe S.S. in the afternoon, and al night preached 10 a 
large audn:nce. E,·cr)•tbing pall;l«i off 1uccess£ully, 
the good seed l,clng sowo In many hearts. 

Jnn. 31. W.A.K. 

BALL.OAT -The combined picnic of the Sonday 

School~ "u held on Foundarloo Day, January :z6tb, 
at the Bo1aolw Gardena. The acholan and teacb

en, oum~ri11g about 200, were taken by h~·o l&l'la 

trams. Alter .:Joing juallcc to the aplendld dinner, 

they "ere ralicn on one of tho atcamen. for a lrip on 
the lake. The afteruoun 1u1 plcuantl)· apc:ot. 

j. J. SHAW. 

DA\'Ll!noiw.-Wc bu·e had A.H. Ma.in •·Ith u1 

for a week. On the utb held a gospel meetlnr lo 
Ulla.It lhlls ~ool There was a lar,;e audlencie. 

Un Lord'1 Uay (16th) had II aplondid meeting, •hen 

eleven broke the memorial Joa( W■ bad tb■ pl••· 
uro o( Mr. and Mn. C. Marrin from Ballara1 beln1 
whh us. Uro. Main preached In the ball hero at 

11i8hl, the allendance being small On Lord•a IJ&y 
(23rd) we broke brad al Dualt Hilla at Sis. Moody'■. 

,\uy of the h~1bra1 ,i1ltln1 Dayle.ford will be 
\\-elcomed by the church, and rand plenty of room f..-

_pn:achln1. RollT. Gt.a■AND, J• 
Somn Mu.110t111N11 - 1 he annual naretlna wu 

held on J1111uu1 •• J'11c followlo1 amon1 other 
thln11 •u men&ioacd in lb• rcpon :-

Our effona ban beea cbic87 cliraled •lab Iba 
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Pebrunry 3rd, 1898. 

object of &trcn~theu\ng the position of the church h)' 
consolldMlnR nnd unltlt7g Its membenblp. In ac• 
eordance with the resolution carried nt the last 
llDnual meeting we ha,·0 revised the roll or chorc-h 
membm-s, remO\•ing the names of about thirty who 
for ye.an bad not attended the meetings. During the 
year there have been added by letters of commenda
tion 8, and by faith and baptism ,i, and during the 
5ame period the los11cs ba,·e been by letten of com
mendation 13 and by de.·llh 1, which with a lo.u of 
33 by discipline and revi.sioo or roll leaves a member
ship of 88 on the ut January, 1898. or these, bow
e,·er, 11 li\'e out of the district and in other lands ; 
6 others have never nttcoded the Lord'• Table durin~ 
the year, 12 others less frequently than an average or 
once a month. In order to l{ivo l\O opportonity to 
members who were unable to allend the Lord's Day 
morning mcetin1ts the officers decided to have tho 
table of the Lord spread In the ,·eslry on ahemnte 
Lord's Day evenings aher the preaching service, nnd 
tbia bas been much apprech1led. One or the first 
things done lo the New Year was 10 paint and reno
vate the chapel. Thi& w.u done at a cost of nearly 
£30, and ru, the chapel was much in need of repnirs 
and now presents a much more attmctivc appearance 
both Inside and out, we consider it was money ~II 
spent. The b."\lance to the general fond is £◄ 18/-. 
We have collected £◄ 10/• tow:lrds thi: support or the 
RC5CUC Home. The work o{ the Sunday School hns 
been carried on whb difficulty owing to the want of 
teachen. The week-night l'(lecting of the Christian 
Endeavor Society bas been continued throughout the 
year, those who have attended regularly testifying to 
the amount of good they have reeei\·ed through these 
meetings. The preaching of the R~pel has bci:n 
carried on b}" brethren who ha\·e generously placed 
tbelr sifts and 11ervlccs at the dlspos:il of the church 
Bro. Swain especially has ever rendered grent help 
We should like to see the members of the church 
more generally supporting the pre.Lehing or th" 
gospel by their presence, as their absence hM ohon 
been coomenled upon and has a \·cry dcpre.bing 
influence on the brother preaching In looking for
ward to the new year we enter upon it with hope for 
better thing■. All the Indications point to a revival 
of the work in our midst, and wt: pray that all may 
feel con■trained by the love of Christ to help in that 
revival. 

The meeting was the most cheering one held for 
some years on account of the unanimity that wa.s 
mAnlfest, llOd the evident desire on the part or all to 
unite In a determined forward mo,·emeot. ll was 
decided to engage Bro. Franklyn n..s home misslonar)' 
and evangelist in the district. C H MARTIN. 

ENl!ltAl.D.-Bro J. G. Shain spent a ,,e.:k with 
the church at Emerald, with one con(e..'ISion la.st 
Lord's Day. H. DoLDUAS. 

---o---

Queensland. 
Wn5T MoklITOS Nons -P J Pond wn, booked 

for three Sunday school treats for the week, and 11.S If 
thot were not sufficient, must needs travel another 40 

m11e.s to join 1ogc1her In the bond» of matrimony the 
elde■t daughtc:r or Sister l(eeblo, Mary Yenner, to 
William Stoke,, of Mt.Wnlker. We wisb them hap
piness. 

Christmas ~rvlcc wns condutled nl Roscvala by 
the circuit evangelist, on Dec. 24th. Thero WIU also 
a Clirb1tmo.s tree dccomtcd wilh lollies, etc., for Lbe 
chlldren. The special entertniomenl and Sunday 
school treat cnme off oa New Year's D11y. I'. J. Pond 
distributed the priza on Lord's day, Jan. 9th. The 
iupt'nntendcnt or the 1d1ool, Sister Hoaston, nnticl
r1te, 1n Iner,.,,.,.,,( vhol::irs for tht" yenr tHqR 

The Australian Christian. 

We learn from the M,tliodisl Lrad,r that on Jon 1, 
18c)S, _Methodist Union In Qucenslnnd become., an 
actual faa A meetlnR for thnnksglving nnd prayer 
was held on J11n .5th. Wu DA1LLs 

MA MA CREKK.-The Lord's day school recently 
slartt¥1 al West Hnldon is progrculng favorably under 
the superintcndenc;y or Bro. Slmpsnn, on Lord's d.iy, 
Dec ICJth. Prizes for proficiency 11.nd attend:ince 
were presented to the scholars On Dec 27 n Sundiay 
school treat was given, obout 80 person■ all told bcini: 
theTe. On Dec 261h the brethren meeting at Mount 
Whitestone were cheered by the presence of Bro. 
Simpson, o( West Hnlc!on. Bro Simpson d~ well 
the work or nn elder in his locality, visiting nnd e>.
borting the scattered members of the Spring Creek 
Churches who meet In their scpnrato plnec3. 

Jnn. 24. F. G PATES. 
---o---

South Australia.-
Nonu AmtLAIOR.-Bro A M. Ludbrook arrh-ed 

in Adelaide on the 14th, nnd has begun work nmongst 
us. \\'e bad a quiet socinl on the e\·enin~ of the 19th. 
so that be might get to know and be known by as 
many of the mcmben as pos~iblc. The preachin,t 
ser"ices nre very well aucnded, nnd "'--c are bopini: 
for early re-suits from our btother's labors J C.V. 

NoRwooo -On Lor<l's dny evening, Jno. 23, a 
mru-rled mnn mnde the good confession and h:u sine"! 
been baptiz1.-tl Into Christ. nod received into fellow
ship yesterday L35t Thur.idny ~venlng Bro Gore 
and Bro Stubbin~. from Quccnsh1od, addressed a 
good meeting in thl· chnpel. 

Jan 31 A C RASKt:-1!. 
---o---

New South Wales. 
~l1!1<I!WLTll£n -We have mnde n change in our 

week nif;;ht n11·ctlnl(s. which RN! now run on some• 
what of the C E lines wt Wednesday Uan 19) 
was the fir!lt meeting : we htd over .50 separate exer
cises One con(~lon, and a baptismaJ sen•ice the 
snme hour ol the night On the 23rd, we had n ,·cry 
fine meeting In the morning, 11.od at night we bad n 
good audience, Rood lnterc..,t, one baptism, and one 
more confession 

Jan 24. R. C G1Lwou11 
---o---

New Zealand. 
AucKLANll Jorr1~Gs.-Greetlng to TnB AUSTRA· 

LtA:S C1tRISTtAN, the 6rst number to hiand. May the 
good spirit or Christ anlm.itc C\'ery worker conncc\ed 
with it, and may God icradou1ly grant it n long and 
prosperous career. 

Last night, in the presence of a lar,te congregation, 
1bree girls from our Sunday School confessed Jc:sull 
as their Saviour, and were immersed by Bro. Dow
ney (S.S, Supt,). ltby they find in Christ refuge nnd 
strength In every hour of necc.1. 

Bro McUermotl greatly interested us wilb hi~ 
.. Impressions " of Sydney nnd l\lelbourne churches, 
on his return from those cities. 

Jan 14. T. J. Bo LL. 

Here and There. 
Hue a little and thuc a Uttle.-llaiah 28: 10. 

---o---
.. Octave " will be concluded next week, 
Four con(eulons at Campbell-st, Sydney, on 

Sanday night. 

On Snntlay nlglat, nt the Tabemnclc, Fl111or, t,,o 
were b.nptl!':cd 

30 

On Jon. 2, al Perth, W.A , there \lo'Cl"l! three con 
Cessions, and one confes5ion on same date nt Fre 
mantle. 

Two confession!! nt Enmore nt the proyer-mtctini.t 
last week They were bar,ti~ "Ith four others that 
evening. 

We ans indebted to tJ,e thoughtful courtesy of < •· 
T. Walden for the pidure of Prof Beet appea.riag 011 

aoother page. . 
A very successfol entertainment was held in the 

cb:ipel, Park•strcet, Unley, on Tucsdny, Jamuuy 1~ 

There was a large attendance. 
In a private letter from Isaac Selby be stnte, he is 

doing well in the old country He expects to be In 
Ireland io April n.nd sail for New York In May. 

The usual monthly p~ben' meeting "'ll be held 
'it Lygon-strcet, Monda)' next, Feb. 7th, at 2 30 Pm 
Oro. Pittman is to read a paper- on "Divine Healing .. 

~- W. Connor u:iptlsed three at l{;Jniva lo.st week, 
and the Sunday before ptt.ached to the largect aud
ience seen In the ch11pel at Kani\·a for over two ye.1r11. 

The church at Dream Creek, Tasmnola. ~ms 
moving 1teadily on Bro. Brown, of Hobart, recent Ir 
spent i\ Lord's Day with them, speaking morning and 
i:,ening to good audiences 

Any sccretuics of Sunday Schools who have not 
receh-cd notices rt Annual Examination from the 
Suod_11y School Union, kindly commuoic1'LC nl onc.-c 
J. S McIntosh, :us1s:ant seerctary, 4.f Morrab•strect, 
Parhille. 

The most of the Cu111STtAS for lntercolonial sub• 
scribers are posted on Wednesdny evening, and all 
are posted by 2 o'clock on Thursday, so Hour patruns 
do not receive their papers promptly it i• no fault or 
this office 

At Petersham on Sunday one was rec.eh•ed by 
letter and one who wu formerly Immersed During 
Bro. Ewen' absence at Lismore the platform will bo 
occupied by Bren G. l:iajtley, J. Crawford, J. Hindle, 
and W. Beason. 

The cantata to be pven by the Suoday School 
Union choir, hu aow been definitely nrranged for the 
Tharsday e,•e.ning of the Conference wccll, the Tem
perance Committee bavlDf' kindly wilhdra\\,i their 
request for that C\-ening 

At 1bc last meeting of the Sunday School Union or 
Victorin it was decided to alter the date or I he 
"Teachers'" 6aminatlon from Wednesday, 6th 
April to Tue..~ll)', 5th April. Secretaries of schools 
plCllc talre note.-J .S .. M. 

The S.S Union picnic in connection \Vltb our 
Sydney Sunday Schools wu held nt fnyreco11e. 
Abbotsford, hut Wednesday. A goodly number were 
present from most of the churches, nnd among them 
Bro. R. Dick of Collingwood, Victoria. A verr 
pleasant d.iy \\ilS spent in the usunl m11nncr. 

D. A.. Ewers has closed his week-night mcetin!{s 1n 
the house o( Mrs. Jones, Auburn, to make ,,ny r0r 
regular weekly C\•angcll■tic scn·lces in the Roolc,,oud 
chapel not fn.r distant. These will be held for 1hrci, 
months on Thursdny ni~bt,, commencin~ 1hi,; wcxk, 
nnd conducted principally by Bren Dlcl.vm, \\'nhlcn 
nnd Ewers 

Mrs. Tune of the Taradale Church, dit:<l nt ltt r 
home in thot place oo J M 26, ut I he :i~e of 7 ~ !::,lw 
wos b.iptised b)• the lntc Stephen Check. S.:pt 1 ,, 

1878, and from that time untll the ttmc of bcr Jc.uh 
11\·cd n consistent Christian life Onl} three month• 
ago hero.god husband wrus buric.•d, \\ Lio ah.o hnil he• 1 

n member or the church for m:111) }1~1'"" 

Lnst Fridny niqbt bdore a vcq lull mn:t11.: .i.l 

p,-1,-roihl\m 1h• pn,~• f ,r lhl' ,•e.u 1, .. r .. ,I,,•, • 1 ' It 



40 

IN Saadar ~haJan by 1ha suparialendan. Bro W 
e.-. Mnc. NCOnd, aad third prizes •-ere ilv•n 
la all IN claua, ■scq,l tb. lafant■, who anch re
c,alwd a booli A proanmrao of aboul JO Item■ .-u 
rndercd bJ 11:bolan and rrtend1. anti a conduclor·• 
lat• wu prevnlal to Hro T. Walker of the s,,Jney 
charc:b. 11rbo hu Rpeatedlr trained the Petenham 
1cholan for apedal e\"CDla. The recipient. "·ho wH 

IUGI by 1urpri1e, very feelln1ly aclioowledgNl the 

•"' There aeem■ a wc-nderful allraclion In a l"U(l of 
1-. •pedally whea h 11 accompanied wi1b a few 
1ood aaod•ichm and a 11ray bun or two. Thi■ was 
llluatrated last Wedne■da)'" e\-enin1 In lbe Lygon-11 
chapel, when 10m• oo people aucmbled at lhe 
Invitation of lhe Chlneie Cius conductal by F. 
l\lcCl•n and bi■ llall' of teachers. The tn abowed 
the 1plend1d Uber.a.lily or tbme people The aher 
meetln1 filled the large buildinit 10 lhe \'ery doore: 
In fact 10me DOI flellln1 In at all. The 1uperin1eoden1 
pralded. Ibo principal part of tbe pro,tramme beln" 
powlded by the acholan themselves. Many of the 
ilema ■hcni-ed wonderful progress, some of the acrip
lore rudlap. rechatlons, and ainging being rc.uly 
\'ef)' good. The address of Oro. S. Ah Wong was 
■pJendldly pul together and delh·ered in almoat 
faultless Enslisb. A abort address was delh'ercd at 
the clo■e by M. W C.rftJJ. The work being done lJy 
Oro. McClean and those connected ,with 1h11 rno,·e
meot to carry on foreign mlulon work at home is 
delervlnr ol the h1gbat pr-aiJe. and the coost11ot 

~patby of those who believe that Christ died for all 
mankind. We sincerely trust that greater prosperity 
evea may allend the work in the future 1b,o an the 
r,ut. 

Obituary. 
-

To Uw ■ Qrilu a.nd to die b ~ain.- Phil 1 : 2r. 
---o--

WATr.-Oo J.u>uary 28 Sister Mra. Wau, of 
th• Norwood church, (ell uleep in Jesus at the age of 
61 )'e&rS For some time put our departed ,i,1er 
■u0ered ln1en11e pain from an internal cancer, but ahe 
borl! the aame with Chrlatlan R:1,igoation. She WH 

lallbfol lo Christ and his church. Her greatest 
pleuu.--e 111u to be lo allendance Ill the Lord's house. 
She lca\'e■ a family of 10n1 and dnugbtcn, 1oOme of 
wbom are memben with us. May God blest aod 

• support them In this their time of sore lriAI 
A. C. HASIOSU 

Coming Events. 
Olllrrvc tbs tJrnc of their cominc.-lttemloh 8: 7. 

Feb. SS.-l'rtlllt of the Sea.\On -Sun!lay School 
Annlnnny Ta and Public Mcetln1 will be held In 
Christaan Ch.11pcl, Glenferrie road south, near Oxle)' 
road. Tea on table■, 6 JO. Public Meeting, 8 pm 
( ;ood prognamme rrowidcd. Tlcliel I, I/• 

Acknowledgments. 
,._ llilvu ls mlllef .a.nd the iolcl ia mine, &&itb the 

Lord al bmu.-llaggal a : 8 

RESCUE HOME. 
Gratefully rrcelved :-

Jdr. Alfred Wlnt"r, lforre. N.S.W •• £0 9 <i 
lira Lee, Shepparton, a thank ollerinJt o 10 o 
\In Carmichael o 2 o 
lln C 11 110\~ard, Cara,J;ale, ~ S W. l o o 

The Australian Ouistun, 
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