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Conthl ne eslimate Use causes of the res
spctive advance or decline in the charches,
the o mijraralive '.:1H|_|| wudild be of densch
aclvamiace. (O the 1w l‘.;ar;:-c-q lewdies, i
may be sxid thar they have an elaborate or-
caneaton, and have devoled moch time
and iy 1o the education of the VOHIEE,
Kimie's wisbomn m s is proverlaal: . In
recent years the Anglican Chuareh in V-
hiria has made a very greal advance in ed-
veativn, a large number of primary and sec-
sndlary schemnls having fen esidliiced pm-
ader s avspices. Why Methodistd have Thisl
masle a better showing, we canms sav, The
Congregatwnal decline is most r.—:‘i'l}:.-qmr
prolaldy - moet  acenrately—explained hy
savimg that Cospregationalisis have unu::;'l
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rather a Inlsirte to the commonsense of (e
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The Lesso
Matthow IN: .
Muost  peachers  seck by claluorate pro-

crwsrs of hegic 1o establish what ey regand
as frst prmciples.  Clrist, e reaiest
teacher of them all, adopts the simplest ob-
jects of our daly  experience as illusdia-
ity ol onr sparitial peed. A follen spar-
row, the By of the ficld, sorve o illumine
the Mader's message, .

Clirast liveal has bref penod oa carth @i
close symipathetic tonch with natare, Ve
wenl throagh the cities #o teach aml heal
needy hinoanity ; that was his great mvis-
sy, Lt b wenlt imba the nemntam Lo pray,
and he kel o dew the mubitades anay
from the squalid streets b (e sea-side, o
the upen spmces, ot ivio that larger tem e
whose llise domse hislls the four winds of
heaven : and there amid the simplicity anl
suldingity of natere 1o reveal his Father,
God.  How beantifully be draws from n.-
fure iin his I The breath of the sea,
of the amd the mowntains, wanders
like a fragrance through all lis speech

In the illustrations be cmploys from na
ture, whal & consummate artist Christ !
A the multitudes follow ling, he stoops by
the wayside, and plicks a simple Bower;
then pauses o address the expectant people,
= Comsader (le Wics how ey grow, they
toll o, meither do they spm.” All lsou
sad o Beart, wom down by the attrition of
the world, wearied with the vexatwns ©f
life, lchald the lily, how beawifully i i
clothed! How joyously ot lilts s white
cup 1o hieaven, that it may be Biled with the
fragrant air and boag dranghis of sunshine
Comsider the hily, for God mcant it fo give

faith, Are yoi not Dbk Ii'l-'in?r ihimgs ?
your ot loth [ade amd die? for “man
is cul down as & Bower in the ficld™ The
of coming imto life, living amd ds-
g, fo you both; to man belongs
the high path of thought amd conscious-
eSS the hife mystery lies behind yon
Loth, Lnder the magi of Christ's wuch
haw the wlsale view ol hife expands! Where
now i3 the commion wavside llower? = Sol-
omsen in all his plory was st arrayed like
one of these”  Among all the costly fal-
rice woven in the Gocst loonas of the wurll
there bas been mo product of human an o
crnpare with this simple piece of naiure’s
WL

Conssder the waylarmg man, one of the
ﬂmﬂ;?ph; he I:u' ﬂhilp{ of Salz
G r mihm? of his pomp or cir-
rumstance, nor has hie anything of Shake-
speare’s [ame; e i just 2 simple waylarer
i the jowrney of life, but under the ills-
mimathon of Christ's (hought he ceases 1o
Ise commeon ; he is raised 1o the troe dignily
ul man, Consider the §ily, then, sl learm

:m_duﬂp:" -n-'lnuﬂ;
' he mghi angle, the Chri in
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Jave leamed to really see il 1 id a
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of the: Lily.

Stuari Slevens,

of Divine art; il grows in sample obeilienee
i the Crestor’s will. Im its nook of aprci
shelter with s ouilock to ihe sunlighi o
lives aned grows. Have we oonsitbereil wihiai
God requires of m i W0 grow?  Nol 1o
strive merely Lo be prosperous i oommer-
rial affairs ; for man's growth may rrasc as

_ lis worldly goods increase.  Grow as the

Iy grows, with your face turmel apward
I the Light of the World, You toil for
raimeni., ﬂ'cﬁ:l.ng 1o be maile Deaiiful |'l_t
someclling externally pat on; the lily devel-
viva s Ty Trom withinn  What we goi
asf wear is nothime i comyErisan ol wlal
we are m teonght and condne

Conpider the lily. Ta be Leautiiul s 1
bie puire i Teeart, pure m thought and decd
To be such is in the reach of vvery may-
farer; worldly fame and worlidly mreativess
have nothing to do with it, The Iy s
leautilul becauee it has mever tha aricil the
[ g LEEES of Cend 2 18 Vmimlle oilselienioe 1 vis
Baw ool Tife i8 grows. and moresull bis Dean
makes tawdey  the  ghiger of Sdopa
u-uﬂ-.!Lrl. glory. The sonl thai woks o =
i divine grace, b Eeep o iome with g

Nevemnber o, yzy

e e et e
ed for, mds |ewin
g e i e

The Vialated Conscienge.

™ Lol dige | waiml 1o naj o0
"Wl beye T aje ard e’
Ved | [LE] her hanils o :-_"-L|.|.|_
Vel pEemed fiy [ave an iy
il o miclenos, smillen W rely,
Eeteanidd mog dfo ea (Bad day

“Pet @ Lime camee w b my apire
lergw weary ol s pace
Amd | cried Cotiie @k b g
- I STy
I lng toomex thy laer” *
kel cronsciemie ctied] . 1 Tl
Fama: ree sids n iy place”
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The Commeon Faith,

Ihmn the hipe seldimely bngh,
This 10 Railh .:--.|an Frdvupd]

s wng altar, even Uhral!
IR s vre Bomiple. even Daed!

Wgrr e meed B CliEe@ yeray e,
Hetr we joan i owmes s PralsE
Lhidere of tbe Father's CArr.
eta of Dlin vontaronded giare
Im tas Laly Gash wecane
I Mhis lop l|u|.-|||r|.-r|:. I,
ol gha soml 125 crowmng ¥,
I'muls dher Digatn ot wnly el
teny, Logeelaned, im0 Xrw Yotk = Chrstus Ad

ang

Chrst's Need of Us.

Tiat we deed the aord _f-, s Christ ie o
eeligionis axwmp that corlamily noe st
will ispute.  [ud oot equally troe e @
ofcler bo e fulblosent of his  glonoos
sl of the world's redongition, e mecils
all of us whis |'Ilril:':.1. b be his ||-|:-||,||-- _!-.
sits Christ b our Progirscior;  all thal we
prefend 1o own s ull':. a beaee (roms him,
and 10 e wsedd, not for self, bt m lis ser-
vice. We do omid even vwn sursclves i
"l :-I.'III|I||.' ' We an bzt willi e
price of Chrst's precioars alomme |k ;
therefore, we are o j,:hrlil. b wiih onr
bodies amd our souls, our imie, our mwney,
amd our mlleence.

There is a njr.'ll:-lll,;lll. Uiro 1jsin this
nnpariant trulh by the hinke mcildent 1t
oecurred before our Lord's remmarkable en
try inle Jerusalem. e sends tno of his
dliscipbes mfo the village of Dethphage with
certam explicst metruetbons : " Go vour way
it the village over against you: in ihe
which, as ve enter, ye shall fisd a2 colt tied,
whercon moe man ever vel sab; hwse him,
and brimg him.”  Their onmisciem Master
sredicts nod oaly just where the beast will

found, bat that they will be askad, *Whs
do ve loose the codt?”  The sufficient an-
awer was b0 be, ¥ The Lord hath nesd of
him.” That was the clam which they were
Lo presenl.  Sapgacksdis old Matthew Henry
Ll prrinsce of praciical conmentalors] e
marks hal cor Savienr “went e sel in 3

Iwoal, rode on o borrowed coll,

sl was baresl moa borpewed iflchre”
11 scems presumptoos bo dissent oo any
of Henry's bright expressions; bt there s
an mapirianl sense m '|I.|!|I|:l1 Hr |,|.m:| [ilgie]
Forrowed anvihing, He had suprome owii-
crslip. The Father had :uirvm. all Il‘l.*i
il his hands,

The prue idea which every Christas
should keep in mind 15 that he docs not ows
hmnseli  Christ owns us, and has a |:ltf|:lﬂ
right o ot us just where he chooses,
to demadid of ws just whal bhe wanls.
las a right 1o the firstlings of the Aok &
the brightest sons and danghers of oor
families. The best brains and highest
Mite are none too good for bis service. 1
his pubpits and his missson felds need 1hes.
leen im Godl's name et them noi be
cated o mere money-making oF o
mg, or earthly ambitons of any
we call e [rroperly lrlllju _llh:ﬂ ol
Uhrist; we only surremder b | his oW®

when we pour it info his 1 -
has the first claim—a claim mﬂkﬂ ;

s 0t b e st off with the candle-ends
e fl‘!ﬂt’-l!-jul‘il‘lEl. 1!; (liis great primipk
&

acknowledged wse charch membe
il :u]lnn.ﬂl:[ thewr thoosands o0 it
hutises and equipage. and then driblie S0
stingily what “they can afford™ [ 1) 8 700

who has pirchased fir them an erernal =t
valion? Ab, lel such romwler thal (R0
cannot alord to rob ir lovimg A3

what is his own—T, L. Cuyler.
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i a prowiig nesl lo-dpy -
of the fundamentals of Neg T
relighan. .TI:II: 'rn|-|d growih of the

of Christ  has  broaght corres-
dangers which are often inheeded
al the lear of harting (he feelings

_ﬁw

f g one, o 0T Wecded, are deah wigl
| ﬁﬂ 4 H“"il al seelaman hittermicas that
i J wha love unity and pol division are inope

b" (1513 et Tl = wasil fo ﬂ'b:hl. Lhe
iham by the wrong  itsell,  There
- peen added 10 the church o 5 resul)
o jntEnzive {and extenzive) evanselism
whose mames are wrilben largee in e
%5 ook of Lafe. There have slao leen
pot A& few whose cwmvictions hayve
:l‘lﬂ'hﬂl very e, They have Leen siie-
ﬂh‘ a I:IIl!-..'lI'l_.ll'II l.'-";lcl'“llrl.l|l'|-lllr|||.\.5.1|..|:| T
e persuasive chajicnioe ol & preaclecr
!qun.'l worker, have pone ||.lr,_p.|-_‘-1. a
en wl Baptism  and  have 'j-um.'d the
hl:h." ."'mlu.n'll._l. these  have |.r\.|.||”:|||
#ﬂ'ﬂ]l many 1cleas ftl'l.'|||l. iimhedded] as a
et o] lnm'inllr- dencminational teacling,
i T itlear chave pol leen wnweloome
, Eany of onr older e nileers.  and
e el 1o the it rode o G0 mams hiies
cansidercd best fefl onatside (e life

N .Jﬁd'l-uh:h seckrigy Lo patltern flacll afrer
i New Testament order.  Tley are onh
milery of expediency, md really wromg
mr have been old, and niark e s
“mare bound 1o make in thew faas, La
| .rl-'iliﬂ'l.liiln has become =0 allrsodivy
. 4 MpEars 1o |II'1I-I|II.I|.'1.' wch AFRanLE ol fims
ket and spiritnality, tlat wany of us S
.h““i'ﬁ.‘ wi lseen rizlel ai L grast
(®shonld we modiiy our position® We
e worked s splemlidly in mier-chiarcl
Ssanenis, and have gone as (ar as we
! in works of evangelizm.  We have o
e relatives and dear friends who are
Mared members of other churches  that
Wbl called wpon 1o apobegise wlen
: on “lirst principles,” or il we do
:-:wlﬁﬂfhen o 50, we are begnming Lo
N messagre more or less meniradssod
-imﬂir nmiembers wheo fear lest the -
of Eheir prescher shall give affence.

We hae always believed it possible 1o
the truth in kwe™ We arc neere
'-'-"ﬂ' comvineed thal  anthing 5||IIJII|L|
away fromn preaching the troth as
“"ﬂlﬂd i '[Jll.q_-n: pre Chies, amd il
e pol we ghould see Lo i thal we
_ « when we sound forth again and
= 1-I!|-lt'u'u1. iz a comditinn !!f galva-
L' "l';“ m New Testament tines the
] 'ﬂm was the privilege of the

] A nothing has ||-.|r::-|f|rﬂ| n Fl'-'_‘-"
by mpe b CETUTICS Lo chiange thal Ii'-l-"“'
18 dhoea 1w mean (ol we afhrm
T Baptised { mmmersed | people shall
nar are we justified ¢ we helicvel
i embdems of Uhe Lorl's Sup-
et who are unimmersed. 11 is our
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~ Convictions Stronger Than Expediency.

Ira A. Paternoster,

lsiness 1o pereach the il snid lcave e
1swiie there. We should not [nm sur cvan-
mel for fear of men,

It must be painicd o airesh that o be
a Llristion if itof o malier wf aecideni, Xl
|"|rmll!ﬂ1l|_'«' we hear the remark, = 0 is jast
an aceident that you are a PMrotestant, amd
not a Koman Catholic.”  May be, and yet
We are nel so sure of that. ™ It & just an
aocident that yoo are & Chaurch of Chirist
micitber, and oot 8 Methodist,”  No; we
afe sire 1 a8 nel. I s matier of convie-
tien ! Iy aecident we attended & Methodist
INilile Class, bl Iy comviction we lefi it and
became a member of the Church of Chirist,
We had 1o catechise oarself afier this fash-
Do von desire o hecome a Chiriss
ban ¥ Y™ " low di o expect i
beconwe one P~ " A Jesus would have me.”
" How miay vou find oot bis will®™ = [y a
careinl study of his Word”  This bronghe
ns b phe frotiil where ne had to sav: ™ r,,:l
biere §s water ; what doth hinder we fo Le
bapimed ¥ 2 B, somee owe says, * You
ol have been bagtoied and rensaimed  in
the Methodist Choreh™  To this my. reply
ta, *F qould sel.”  TL was a matier of eon
vichion with g=, amad thoagh all the workl is
agraimar ars, we eolild iever o back:

It st further be rememberod tiat e
ir & derdeam 15 mrore than erpediciey.. Ths

il cxpediency may be used in o lepiti-
el sense.  The  Savieur s roporiod o
Pave sad, * I s expedient that 1 go away,
fur AT 1 g mot away the Comlorier will mor
oo, Here it 15 used as the quaality ol
ftieess or sonablencss o elfect & pairpose
miendesd for legilmiafe ends. i may, leow-
over, e pued simply 0 adagtedness o seli-
mierest, amdd when so used i in coniradis-
tnctsn iroim meoral rectitade, It s eather
m s scnse that we ose 1. People have
Lecumne Christiane from  varkas molives,
They want te “belong 1o some chrch,™ and
it makes very liltle difference which. 11""-'."
may be guided Iy any or all of the follow=
-ml:' reasons ;A church worshipping in &
fine building, with large choir, 3 pood
preacher (erpecially i he be single), a so-
cial atinosphere, one with little regard 1o
thewr mude of living, allowing them 1o con-
ginpe i their sogial or moral o
willwuil making oo musch of sim. These and
vlber reasons might be given ad dmfinidiom,
They are s be nset on every hand, Even
among the children ol Church of Chrisg
mermlers thore s 8 danger, for some will
g, " What was right for motler nmst be
ri';r]i_ for me.”  ls thal so, of s il brue dthat
=pothing is right o e wvil 1 have made
it iy very onn P AL nny rale let us not
try b pass off on God Alovighty counter feie
religriom, for = eod is not mocked,™  If 1
am mecking vy ovan sl f-inferests, let me be
reminded agam that = We mnst , there-
fore, mel 0 ofder 1o cieapE pan T

i

Tt also for conscicsce ake” (Hom 132 8
AWermmathi, | 0

The church necds fo-ifuy o doeper coutre-
tiopi i faith, To this we hear the schular
say, = ltnt it is vt the naark of a scholar to
et alogmiaiig. ¢ is always an che-
ment of uwncertmingy about oll we think we
kawin,™  That is juesl how the devil Inﬂph‘d T
Bve! Do nef be fow smee? Why e ® e
ol b degmtiv ! Sgain we aske, Why ot F
14 ol Paldde ws 1o us the  Wond of God™
wlhy mot be brave in declariag ¥ 1 our
comvictions cannol sipuare with the Word of
Viard, them fel s champe oure comiachiens ]
I that the chickle of my  philosophical
fricnd | ear® Then smile on, bul remaem-
ler that faith ean stand up o any sneer,
* Faith faccd the lions on 3 Heman holiday
and dhied trsmphant " " Faith” went (o the
ilamies. while = Fashion™ drank fisell blind
ek in the parden of Xeros, e “Faigh™
wom, ™ Faith” nailed 115 theses on the cath-
edral dowr, and deficd all the devils in Hell
and in the Yatkan, * Now fanh s a
aell-gromnded assurance of that for which
we lwpe, and 8 emisvcbion of the reality of
thmgs wlich we do not see. For h_:,- it the
saimis ol ol won Geel's ]I,llpnn'al_ .|I|_|:-|,|l
o2 0 Wevememith j.

Is there any dogilit aleiat the Lordahip of
Chrwst? s there any doubi that his |
attnes lor me? What is et o me, then?
My vam mghieonsmess®  What will thai
profin?  1s there any dowls concerning his
Ward? * G ve, therelore, and make dis-
vipdes of all nations, Laptising them mto the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
teaghing then s olserve all things whatso-
ever | lave ocmumanded vou and ke, 1 am
with vou always, even nnio the end of the
age.” Is there any exewse for leaving bap-
bisan ostl of this? 15 Jesus necan it when
he said. ™ Ye must be bomn of water and
the Spirit,” o enter the kingdom?® 1§ so,
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