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44 Wooncna Avenue 
, •• tlhroon.e:a 

20/8/1942 

Dear Bro, s~und0rs,~f 

Your lettGr of tho 6th duly ccililc to hLlnd & 

I havG beer~ busy since compiling Ill, tter f,om my records to assisL 

you iln kno1ving somethine about the pas1, records. I ca1:.not help 

you us re::gurds your old members becaNsc my work at Enmore .:...S secy 

prc.-veetod me moving r1round cthe:r c hurches though I bc.iVG been to 

Rockdale for sp~cial occasions. Somebody else can fill in ~bout 

the JocLl work ~nd its hiehlights, As~ matter of fact I was 

Ili·arly thro 1.
11 ir..c in my lot 1'Ji th the, Rcclcdale brethren but that 

their mc·thods did not appe .i LO m0. I ,-,ent to live:: in .Rockdale 

in 1898 - my wi f c v,e.s a member tt t EP..more but· I had not then bee 

bap tised though I tlttcnded Et'.morc sGrvices iit night. Wo thought 

that we would see what the serbioes ~ere like and so we ment to 

one at Brc McGregor's hcm0 but it w s so d~fferent to what we I 
hud been accustomed that we prej'erre:tr' to go to Enmcrc even thou~ 

1 it WbS so much mere difficult tc Go to in· those days. In course \ 

cf time I was baptised by Elnc late Bro. Walden and ultimc:.,tely 

bee :...rue thG t:h 11rch. sGcrctary. 
I :. org·et Bro llcGregor' s Christian name and the t::...dtrect th _ _.t he 

lived in but you can perhaps get that information. I thinlc that -­

scme o :r the l~cGreecr family mcvc-d to Loftus Park t..- rn:....y sti 11 be 

found. 
I would be e;lad to see a summary of such information as 

you may ga tl1cr frcrn- ethers as that might helo to malce my sketch 

more ccmprehonsi vc and· useful , 11d ll vou bear that in mind! 

I have also ccmpi le ct fi&ures from the Conference returns fc r· the 

veriod that the church became: properly organised and they may 

be· c~ interest . You will note thut the number of members wri t_ten , 

cf by revision of roll just tops the additions by l0tters, 

Baptised Believers & Rc-stortitions. that is dnc cf the problems 

cf our work. 
If you ~annot e(t th0 date of th0 org~nisation of the church 

I may be eJllile to help you in that way at some later period. . , 

I trust that this ~ill be of hGkp to you and,if it is 1 ~ill 

be wnp ly repaid fer the wor!c invo lvcd. 
1 

With kind regards 
Yours fraternal~y 

E.J.Hilder ~ 
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Mr A.Saunders, 
34 Romani A.venue. 
Huratv1lle. N.s.w. 

Dear Bro Saunders, . 

73 MoLennan st .. 
Lutwyohe"N;5.· '• 

Brisbane. 
i.tue~nsland. 

4th August 1942 

The following may be or interest to you in view, 
of your enquiry in the "Christian" reoently,_as to the starting_or·. 
the work at Rockdale • 

. As to the aotual beginning, that goes back a long way - how tar 
I oannot say. The work was almost ext1nct,there being but a few 
members or a conservative type meeting only for breaking or brea'-, 
when I went to Hurstville in 1916 as the first tulltime preacher 
ot the _latter church; being there from September 1916 __ to Sept. 1919. 

' ~. 

Finding there there was no church between Hurstville and ~ooks 
River(excepting the little meeting at Rooklale) and that members we:ee '. 
scattered over this area, I obtained· the addresses of as many as :/ t 
I could. Also ~pproaohed. the littl.e_ band __ or brethren at_R__ockda.le __ ._ .. ~ 
with a view to the expansion of the work, to. which they agreed. ·-·~ 

,:· Then approached all whose names and addresses had been obtained,-.. _ ., ____ ,:t.~ 
and called a meeting at Rockdale, from whioh;the present work dates.·' .'· 
Services were ·held in a hall. opposite the railway stati9n. .- . ;: 

_, 

• Then the Home Mission Committee seeing the poeibilities, appoin.,.· 1 
ed Bro Stuart Stevens as preacher, and a tent mission was held(by . 

Chandler-Clay, if my memory serves me oorreo~ly). From then the work ·'ft·~·-,,.. 
developed rajlidly. ...... 

As to the year. I have no records of the movement, but know 
that the work was in progress and Bro Stevens there in the. year ot 
the pneumonie•tlu epidem1o, and as Bro Stevens was there soon after 
the reorganisation, the work started probably in the year before the 
~lu year. In an1 oase Bro Stevens would know when.he went there. 

" • 

; 

My assooiation with Rockdale , whioh had been of a ik:>luntary , 
nature, ended wbsn the work was 9ftlabl1shed. The Hurstville churoh • 
about that time_ was interested/fa ~he starting of the work at ·,~,: ,..,. . .i.,4,1 :.:- . 1 

Dumbleton, and in the starting or a Bible School at Blakehurst. The 
, Hurstville brethren were keenly interested in the reorganisation at 

Rookdale. • 

Of the members me•ting at rtookdale before 
I raoall the BlaokAf..~\ll,~l!~A:J;~ Uuft tamily. 
was one who oame 1~1\aDf-ias'")9tively engaged 
ohuroh. · 

the reorganisation 
The late Bro Sainty 
in the reorganised 

. ' 
j 

• I ,-

J 



., - ~,: ··,---; "f .,-·· ~ -~-----...,...-..,,.--------..--=-~~-,----:-;-----:,,~...,_..__,...,e---~--~--.---~----,-~------------
J ~ ~ ,.. • • r •• lj/ 

• 

I A History. of the_ R_ockda~e Bburch C!Jmpiled by: E.!.!!Jilder, 

1Tbe fmrst record of meetings by tho Rockdale brethren is to be 
j~cund in t~c statisti'cal-register prescnt-Jto th,o Confcr~nco-:held • 
;in 1~89 which showed a membership of 15 . The\ location of tho 

/
·meeting place is ·not stated but 'Yas, probably_~ thc··home 6:e • the 
late Brother ••••••••• McGregor in •.••...•..... street. The 

. ' 

l
·wri tor remembers attending· a Sunday evening•· service·· there some:- • • • 
time in 16S8 c1nd has always understood that Brother McGregor v,as . . 
;the originator of these meetings. A report waa made to each·· · 
\Confcreacc till 1899 when there were 28 members, 20 scholars &-·2 

!
teachers. Iu that-period· very -little progress was-made 11umeric-·'­
-a.lly ti 11 1894/5 when 34 members were reported, ·.-..year later 

l
this is gro,~n to 38 but in- the following twelve .mcnt}?.s, 20 .nam.~ 
were re~moved from the roll,reducing the total to #8. v$) 

. , 

l,f • th C For some&unexgl~ineH reason.the.church the~ withdrew·· 
rem e onfcrence n Iurtuer ment1cn is made of it till 

the 1911 .. rcport: which stated that £_1; 1:0 had been rec(!)ived _from._ . 
/the Rockdale church, 14/- being /er Foreign Missions l 7 /- for • 
·Home Missions. A move was the~ mado to a hall and return~ were 

/
!sent in to Conference for the next four years, th'e average mombc;-· • 
-rship being 13. The_ church then ceased making returns to Co1"!.-

!
1-ference till 19-1@ when the membership stood at -14. ·,, • • • •• • 
,The next twelve months shewed the first important advance which 
1w~s brought about by 36·members from ether churches movine·into 
jthc district & lin~ng up ,.,i th tho lccal cc:r..Gree;ation & those 

!
:with additions cf tbree·b~ptiscd beli0vors & six by f~ith & order 
;increased the total to 59 • 1. • _ 

1 - The posijicn then was cGmplct~ly changed·& a 
!brighter cutlocl~ proscnted. The HotnG- Missiont1 ry co11Lmittoc toc_l-:. 
1staps to cri;c.:..rdsc tho church ana by monetary assistance made it,_ 
;possible_ for ·Brother Stucj_rt Stov0ns to devote his. full time to 

l
tho work~ Soon after the committee sent Brethren Gilbert Chandler 
& L.E.Clay to hold a. mission in c:i tent erected in tho Rocky 
'.Point Fcad r!ot f'1-r from-Bay Str&et. A very severe ep•dlimic cf • 
' "~ • :F'nei.w1.ic Ir!.flucnzc:1 then S 1!10pt ov(;>r tho S-ta te &. the Gcvort"..roen.t was 
1compelled .to clos6 churches,the~tr0s & prohibit ull public m8et~ 

1
-ings and the ~issicn h~d to be: abandoned bofcrG it h .d_procoed­
,-cd very far. ~he 1919 Conference had to be postponed till June . 
!because of the Epiodemic & the Homo Missionary committeC; reported 
.on the work c.S follows. :-_" Rockdale vhurch. S.St0vens,pre:acher 1 

I fine block of land secured, 45 additions, 100 added to the Bible .: ·:i 
School, _a church ~uildine & a self supporting church are quite . / 

l
1pcssib~e ~his yeb.r." It is pro~uble that the Gi~bort Chandler- _· -
Cl~y mission was rcswned late 1n 1919 or early in 1920 and .that /. 

I the: 59 additions bt ft-ii th' & order shown by tho Rookdale church . t 
I on .the register presontcq_ to the 1920 Conference ,•rnro largely .. 1

• 

/broU£ht ubout by that effort. 

I 
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Ai larger hal~ lad-to ~e-securea·and Brother Stc~(ns continued h~ ,..,~rl< till some time after r.larch· 1Sw~ (1s21). In October followin.--,. Ilrothcr John Cldcsdalc accepted the oversight cf the work. The ~ m,tter cf the erection of a church home was kept prcminentl~b~f~ the brt~hren & steps taken to bring this -4out came to fruition i~ :May 1923 when the new chapel was opened for use. A fC\'7 weeks aft'!',., Brother H.G.Harward held a five days mission in the-building & it?- the followiP..g August a tent mission was conducted by Brethren A~ Balcer & L. E. Clay resul tine in 20 additions . .i.he church poss­-cssing a strong evaneelistic spirit arrc:',.ne;ed with Brother H.G. Hdrward to held a. four wc~ks tent mission in January-Fe:bruary 1924 & 11 more believers were added. 
\ • In March '1927 Brother Cltdesdalo finished his labours. & ;,for the next five_ J.!Cnths services .were conducted by such speak-~ e.e ,,,ere· available until Brother F. E. Alcorn cf Qucensle.nd a.ccepte✓ the invitation ext.ended to him & began his .work in August 1927. In; June 1928,Brcther Thomas Haeeer held, a series of meetings for six days 1.'!hich added Jour to. the cl1urch_ . Arrangements vforo. m2£e...;_. __ _ with the late :Joseph 'Whelan to hold special· Gospel mee~ings.4or· --~ 3½1 weeks in L'iarch & April 19 38 tJ-nd thrcucb his .labours 35 were -&dped to the· church. In SeptGmuer 1935 Brother Alcorn resigned & • ·,J there w&s an interval of over twelve months before Brother R.D. Priestley begar.. a· mir2istry thut was terminated by his untimely • dcbth iD JuDe 1 939. 
l -Ar~~ngcccrite ~ere ultimately made fer Brother A.Q.Hinrichscr.. to co~c-frcm Mow Zealand to c~rry en the ~erk and he bccan his labours or.. 21st. J~nuo .. ry 19 40 c1~ which date Brcthrcr2 E. C. Hi~richsen & v.c ~orris began a tent mission th&t lasted till March 10 and proved to be a ereat success, The ccnfossions tct­-alled 123 and th•:-: tht..1;k-cffcrine a.m Cti.sh & promises amounted tc 1£320. 
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Tho Statistica of the Rockdale church 

Membership cf church as at 1st ~arch 1918 

ADDITIONS as frcm 2nd March 1~18 to 

31st January 1942 

By Faith & Obedience 

By Letters 
By Baptised Believers 

By m01.0b0rs restored 

LOSSES as from 2nd L~rch 1918 tc 

31st January 1942 

By Letters 
By Dec1th 
By Revision of Roll 

397 
173 

50 
t 33 

99 
48 

,258, 

k0mbershi~ cf church bS at 31st January 194 2 
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14 

667 
681 

405 

262 
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FACTS .ABOUT THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE 

ROCKDALE CHURCH. 

The Church of Christ Rockdale, held 1ts flrst 

meetings in the home of Mr. & Mrs. McGregor, Gladstone 

Street, Bexley about 55 years ago. Some of the early 

members were: Mr. & Mrs. McGregor, Mr. & Mrs. Murchison, 

Kr. & Mrs. Black, Mrs. McIntosh, Mrs. Henry, Mr. & Mrs. 

Argent, Mr.~ Mrs. Fraser, Mr. & Mrs. Males, Mr. & Mrs. 

Beattie, Mrs~ w. Gately, Mr. & Mrs. A. E. Gately. 

Later Meetings were -held in a Building 1n Rocky 

Point Road, near Kogarah and the Temp·erarice Hall, 

George Street, Rockdale. 

For many years the Church was not very strong 

only having a few faithful members·. 

In 1918 the Church was reorganised and meet.ings 

were first held in the School ·ot Arts and then 1n the 

Supper Room of the Rockdale· Town Hall, when Mr. Stuart 

Stevens was appointed the first m±n$ster ot the Church. 

Some of the members who oame while meetings were 
' 

held in the Temperance Hall were: Mr. Parr, Mr. & Mrs. 

Duff, Mr. & Mrs. Golby·, Mr. & Mrs. Coles, Mr. & Mrs. /' , 
(/.J ': . ) r; 

Partridge and Mrs. Burt. ✓~ v ~o-1 

/q -\~ fl 
A.1 'I 
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In this brief history of the Church of Christ at Rockdale we go 
baok to the year 1887 when Brother and Sister McGregor set up the 
Lord's Table in their home in gladstone Street Bexley. Thia couple 
had been welcomed 1 n to the Church two years earlier 1.n Sydney. 

Two or ... tJu:ee other members met w1 th them and later they decided 
to:mbve to.-:tfiet'temp~ H~l,. George Street, Rockdale. The Gospel 
Service anti Bible School, which al~o were.held in the McGregor , 
home ,continued there for 17 years. 

In 1889 returns were sent to Conference showing a membership 
or 15. The ensuing-years -saw the work go ahetid1 and then drop back 
the membership risiag~to 58 and dropping to 28 in11899. 
The Sbhool had 20 scholars and 2 teachers in the same year. 

Meeting with the McGregors over this period were---------
MR and Mrs. Murchison, Mr.and Mrs, Black, Mrs. McintosR,Mrs. Henry 
Mrs. Argent, Mr.and Mrs. Fraser, Mr.and Mrs. Males, Mr. and Mrs. 
Beattie. Mrs. W.Gately and Mr. and Mrs. A. Gately. 'l 

Brother And Sister McGregor moved to Eastwood" in 1904 where­
they continued to liveuntil Brother McGregor received the'Home Call 
on June 5rd. 1942. Of the early members BrothAr and Sister Fraser, 
Sister Mrs. Henry, and Brother Black still meet with the Church at 

c. R-0ckd,ale. Mrs; Henry and ·her ~rather were the first Bible School 
scholars. 

• . . t.. ~ -

Little is- known of the Church from 1899 ti.111911. F·rom 1911 to 
1916 the membership averaged 13. , . 

Bft>ther H.G.Payne(now in Queensland)went to the· Church··a.t 
Hurstville in 1916, being Hur~tville's fir~t ~u~l time,pre~cher. 
As there was no Church be\ween • aur.s tville and-se6ok •·s •Ri·ver-;~ except 
for the little band meeting at Rockdale, Brother Payne obtained the 
names and addresses of as many members in the districtas he could . 

• He vtsl:ted ·these folk and arranged· meeti ngs.f:romwhi1o•he present work 
dates. 

In lovember 1918 there were only52 members•gnd~BS ti r~sult of56 
members moving bnto the district th.~ 6hurch grew to 88 in 1919. 
Brother Payne called a meeting of.the Churchfbn 25th; January 1918 
with Brother C.Rush astchairman, but oWing to a numberof members 
being inable to be present, the meeting was adjourned until 4th. 
February when a good number•was ~resent, Brother H,G.Harward being 
chairman. 

The first e~y in-·theChurch Minute Book reads :- ~ 
"During the last few ~eeks of 1917 endeavour had been made, with 

the active assistance of BTother Payne of Hurstville to interest 
members of the Church of Christ resident in the District, in the 
local work t' " /- ., 

As a result of the meeting on the 4th. February it was resolved { 
that the Secretary, Brother C.Duff, should compile.a ltat tr membeB' ~ 

that a Bible School be inaugurated on 10th, February 1918, that a J 
Goepel Service be held on the evening of the same day. and aucceediE .i . 
Lord's Days, speakers to be provided for Sunday Mornings and that a 

1
i 

preacher be obtained for three months. ·, • 
On Sunday 10th. lebruary.Brother c.c.s.~ush(now at Lane cqve) 1 • 

offeredto preach till Easter, which offer was gratefully accepte~ l ---
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The position of the Church was now much improved,and the Home 
Missionary Committee helped to organise the work,and by financial 
aid made 1 t poss! ble for :Breth er I. Steveris(preacher at !nmore now) 
to take the posi tlon of the -first full time,·preacher at B'ockdale 
On April 8 1918 Brother and Sister Stevens were welcomel to Rockdala 
The first Quarterly Business Meeting was held in the Temperance Hall 
on 29th April. Those present at this meeting were:-
Sistera Mrs.McIntosh; Mrs. Gately Mrs. Black, Miss Burtt, Misses 
G.VtE.Waring, Brethren Black,D.M.Duff,G.Partridge ,W.T.6oles, 
S.Stevens,F.T.Willis and C.F.Duff. 

' ' ;;. t :r"e--:. 

At this meetin~".~i\F),iiis decided to change _the placeJ-Of meeting 
from the Temperance Hall to the School of Arts by the 5th May t9l8. 
A Church Paper was to be published, and that a committee be formed to 
to select land for a Church Home. On the First of June the Church 
Paper was published known as Good Tidings. An extraordinary bisiness 
meeting was called todiscuss the recommendation that the Church 
purchase a block of land in Frederick Street Rockdale Jqr £1000. 
The meeting, held on17th. June1918 agreed to the proposal. 

The first Annual Business meeting revealed that the Church 
r~dL g_r~wn by _.3ft r:qefllb.~~s .•.. Th€! ~i1b,~e ~.chool had been started. and 
cfospeI Services commenced. ·.A full time preacher had. taken up the 
wor;., 1WJ._e iqhu,rph,_ ,P~~1el'. -~~ i~,~u.~d-. 

1
a\ th.~. ;a\8i _of, 10C>q ..,qopies per monbh,_ 

and ·1and had been purchased for the prospective Chutch··Home. 
I,p l._919 ,.~!le_i.~qa~41~r-i ClaY,.,,nµ.s,si,.q.n P-~~t:x,_peld., ~-,..rr4~sJ·.oi:i and although. 

fo:tcea to'" close •. "the effort early on account • of ttie p'netiiloni c· i nfltrnza 
epidemic, the Conference, i:eP.Ol."~ Jpr ~R19.qkq~~.t i~.t~. rett4, ~ , • 

S.Stevens Preacher, fl"ne block ·or·,.1a:nd se·cured,·45 additions 
100 added to Bible School, Church building anti self supporting Church' 

t1 ,.qut,t~ i1> ... 9ssipl~. ~hi.~, Y,fit~· , ., .. , ., .. 
-~ At a meeting on April .6 1919 the 6hurch decided to move to the 
Town Hall the rental being 25/- per week, threQ. me~~i9~~on Sunday. 
Thie meeting coincided with ;he closing of th~ Chandler#~ Clay Mission 
as a result of the epidemic. 

Later in the same .z~ar.,.tthe Gll~rcpdecided to aell1.. the cottaae r , 

o n 50ft. frontage td Frederick Street, at not less than £750. ,. 
The amount received to be ~sed as a deposit on the Chapel. Aa·a result~ 
of the sale £750 was recei'ved, and then it was agreed to sell the rema:.b11 

der of the land ftn4 ~q purchase two blocks of land, each 40 x 125 in 
Bryant Street,• Rockdale opppsi'te the TownHall. 

The 1~00 repq_~t. showed an 1 ncrease of 59 members. 
Brother C.Duff had resigned his position as secretary, and was succeeded 
by Brother E.V.Sainty who held the office for nearly two years and was 
follo~ed by Brother W.B.Lang.The year 192) saw the oomme#1'f~~ of 

the Juni•or Christian Endeavour Society wl th Mias H.Grist as Supe~inte~ 
denJon 17 th. October. Miss Grist led the Society until she married •; 
Brother W.Small in 1934. In the next year the Church adopted the 
Church of Obrist Property Management Act. 

Brother Stevens relinquished the work in 1921 after serving the 
Church faithfilly for three years. Brother J. Clyd~sdale follQWed 

Brother Stevena, commencing his miniteryon Februaryl 1922. In July 1922 
plans and specifications for the new Chapel were obtained, and in 
the following September the tender of Mr.~urgin was acoepted,his price 
beibg £1095. Brethren W.T.Coles,W.D.Lang and E.v.Sainty were appointed 
trustees, Brother Sainty having again taken up the po~i tion of secretq- . 

-- - -- ---- ---- --· -
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Saturday 24th, February was a red letter riay for the Chur@h, for on 
that day the Chapel was offioially opened by Brother J.Crawford Confere 
ence Vice-president. In the afternoon an appeal was launched by Brother 
C.C.S.Rueh and as a reaultf£460 waa obtained in cash and promise·s. 
At night a splendid meeting under the chairmanship of Brotijer 
H.G.Harwardwae held when Sister Churches gave greetings. 
The folloWing brethren were Officers and deacons at the time:­

Preacher J.Clydesdale 
Secretary E.V.Sainty 
ASSIST . n 

Secretary C.Waring 
Treasu.rer W. T. Coles 
Asst. 
Treas. 

Deacons 
A.Coomber 
R.Golby 
N.Goyen 
W.D.Lang 

-. . . 

G.Partridge . , 
Of these Bretheen the following have been called to Higher Service 
Brethren E.·V.Sainty ,R.Golby, N.Gpyen and ~.Partridge. Brother 1.tang is 
now in Melbourne. • ·- • • . . 

In December it was arranged !brt a tent mission led by H.G.Harward 
to start i~ Janua.ry .li9_24.The Chuech had another mission with Baker and 
Clay in August 1925.' • 

Brother Clydesdale resigned fr_(?~ -~ti,e1 Ill}-nis~ry" at R9ck_d~e in Januq y 
1927 after serving the Church Fort'Bi yeara·/ In April Brother.£)'.E.Alcorn 
of Queensland was-;-"·called to the work. He .accepted the of.fer and commenced 
at Rockdale ~ll Augµ~~J 1~~7. W}l}le .8~ <?,tb~:L".,..Alcorn wasat Roolcdale another 
mission waa heia oy J.lbelan of Chatswood: Brother Sainty resigned 
from eecretaryahipJ.n 1928 and Brother. C.,Sor;ell wa_s eLecte.d, to. ftll the 

... II •..: f" • • • , ~ ~ ~J t 

vacancy. Brother C.C.King became secretary in1929 and held tne position 
till 1940when due t,o ill-heal th he r~~j.gqe.d_, . . , 

In May 195.2, Rockdale offered· to he1p th·e Church at B.exley North by 
allowing Brother Alcorn togo:t:,tQ ~.Be_xle¥ -~or}~ .one ,week. P~!- .~o~~il-.: Qn~~ ~unday' 
included. Brother AJcorn was at Bockdal'e for 8 years, leaving Rockdale 
in 1935. It was in this year also that Sister Miss Winter of Cha.tswood 
gave the Church an organ. 

A year passed befon,the Church was able to secure another preacher · 
Brother H.D.Priestleycoming in 1936. During this time the Church. had 
been served by Brother G.Everett of Mosman And Bro)her A.L.Carter. 
Bro. Priestley served the Church faithfully, sparing not himself in his 
efforts to present the Gospel,until his sudden death.out short his stay 
at Rockdale. 

On the death of H. D.Priestley , Brother A • .,L, Carter was approached 
to see if he would help.Roakdale with spe~il}i ~pj~Rtments. Ibis he gladly 
di 9-, and as a resul tor· h1 s efforts follow! ng the good work of the late ~ i--~ 

preacher many souls were added to the Church. From June 1959 until January 
1940 when Brother A.Hinrichsen arrived ,~om New Zealand to talce up the ' 
work, Brother Carter did a good work. The Church at Rockdale in common/ 
with other Churches had suffered both financially and in membership 
during the years of depression and it was good to sec the interest growi,ng 
and the general t2997 pJ~~he work improve. 

The work had ~•0•1 :~ea steadily during these yearsand when the Church 
had a mission with E.C.Kinriohsen and I.Morris in 1940, there were added 
to the Church more than 100 members. te--Oa fflJoI':Sb. the Offering exceeding 
£32::>. In this year also ,it was decided to raise all Btotberbood finance 
by means of the Duplex Envelopes and it is pleasing to note that the rv ·· 
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~as~o)sehas. been moet gratifying. The year 1940 showed total receipts ip ~x ess of £900 including The mission thank offering, in 1941tot~ r.ecei ts were £880. i~,.E6~ 

G
here has been a consistent growthoverthe past 5 years, and our present ~ Evangelist ie doing a great work in the district for our Lord,--and Master. he average attendance at the Lord's Table over the last three years haabeen 150. 

Brother H.Colbourne became secretary in 1941 but owing to war conditions was unable to continue as such, and the assistai'ltPsecretary Brother .•. A.Saunders took over.lHe waa·eiected secretary in 1942. From July To the end of September a ~pecitil effort was made toliquidate the debt on the Chapel. The wnoun<,t"''w.s £227 a1:_g, of this r ar..,£210 was raised. The deacons I agreed that the debt be wiped'rfind now the Church 1 a free of iebt. I The Church property is now valued at more than £ 2000. I 
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