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.. ~ I ~ROFILE - ROCKDALE CHURCH. N.s.w. 

Rockdale Ohuroh was born in 1887, durilJ& a time ot ohang.e • 

. 
Oxily 3 ,ears earlier a 7 mile rail link with Sydney was opened, 

whilst the fire~ publio school in the area commenced a year later. 

Early church records show the gradual advance of llteraey and with 

frank humour interspersed.. A rubber etamp and pad was needed, but 

the scribe ot·the-day ·recorded "muoh talk but no action". 

fllere followed ups and downs, association with Conference • 

.~ r, and withdrawals. The Cha.ndler-Qlay t,ent missiop in 1919 revived 
-Q.. 

and oonsolld,ated the small church an4 in four years it outgrew 

hired halls and opened its own.chapel on an ideal site opposite 

the future Town Hall and 01 vie Centre. Bro. J. Olydeedale was 

• 

the M1n1tftera 

DurJ.ng the lean years of the 19301s the church received 

several applioations from would-be ministers, even though the 

general fund was in the red, 

Better times followed, and ministers who had asaiduoue1¥ 

visited the flock on toot moved up tlu'ough bicycle and motor oyole 

to oar., A manse was bought and gradually paid tor. fhen, 
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realising that the old lll1ltipurpose ohapel was inad"quate, the . 

mind o:t our architect, Keith Sawdy,.wae ~liated. Meanwhile, 

the Copley ~am.117 with 1IRDl' helpers oonduoted wayside stalls 

and raised $12,000 - hail the ooat of the new chapel • 

. In 1959 this attractive buildiJJg was opened for service 
. 'I 

and JIMm1' modern.ideas were incorporated - from a parquetry fioor 

~ . 
on a oonorete·s1ab, "to the alurninium roof supported on straight 

steel 3oists risiJJg from exterior concrete pads. ~eatured too 
, 

Ji& a garden beside the open baptistry. 
., 

Of special interest iB 
.:i 

1, 

the &Jlllbol of the Christian Church1 the empty cross designed by 
, 

. . 
Robin. Borling as an aid to worahip, . He also made on the outer 

wal1 the moeaio of Jesus and Hie fishermen disciples. 
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More reoent1y, the old hall was ·replaced by a modem ki tohen ! 
I 

and hall. The whole area is made beautiful b7 well-ke)t gardens. 

. . 
De1iberately planned to belong to the community, these premises 

r 
are in~ended to attract tolk:. The chapel is open through . the 

day - an oasis where it is eaay to meet God. Ad3aoent is the 

Minister• a o:tfioe witJ;l its busy phone. • Usually 3ust more than 
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100 meet the Master around His 0ommunion Table. The fellowship 

is enriched by visitors and there have been non Christians present 

A. Y"lO~t ~vCLeSS f \Jl \V"'.V\Ova:.t°\Or'- ,s \W- af\-u--ckv<c.k tlt~t l~(Af'~' 

at every gospel servioe,1\ It _is interesting to note that moat ot 

the Bible SQhool scholars come from homes of non-members. 

Co-operation with othet comm.unions is evident in combined 

Holy Week services - this year in our own chapel. Also there is 

mounting united participation 1n the Billy Graharp Crusade. 

During her 80 years, many have gone into ful.l-time 

ministries and allied service. The present minister, Bro. 

Mackenzie commenced when the new chapel was opened. During this 

period he was successful in gaining a Doctorate 1n Theology. He 

has twice been "lent" to serve as chaplain on migrant ships. 

Mrs. Mackenzie was recently honoured as State President ot the 

Women's Fellowship. 

The church was born 1n a. time of ohang~ and lives in a 

time of change. The outreach of the future may well need to 

centre on ee.nior oi tizena and youth, social service and 

oouneelling. G. MAXWELL, Seoreta17. 
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