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Evolution of the Religious R.eformation: 
A Reply to the Reviews .... By Wren J. Grinstead . 

• No. 2. 
3· THE EDITORIAL REVIEW IN THI!: 

CHRISTIAN OF OcT. 8. ~ 

This is not so much a criticism of the 
essay as it is a separate and parallel article 
upon the general themes presented in the 
essay, to whose argument it is occasionally 
tangent. In the main, it is not hostile; 
though issue is here and there taken with 
what it conceives to be the essayist's posi­
tions. After approving the purpose of the 
essay, and its adaptation to that purpose, 
the review expresses agreement with the 
essayist's conception of the church. It 
comments: • 

in bis choice of a theme-it was the literal 
exemplification of a principle. The essayist 
by no means endorsed the early Darwinian 
view of natural selection, nor accepted it as 
accounting . for all changes in organisms. 
He only endorsed it so far as it sets forth 
the alternative-that decline and ultimate 
extinction is the lot of any community which 
cannot or does not meet the exigencies of 
environment. It should be noted too that 
tlie terms here used are no longer confined 
to biology-they are quite as much applied 
to-day in history and religion. Of course 
the introduction of a, supernatural element 
may effect the preservation of a race or "The ecclesiastical idea of unity is of a cast-iron community in apparent defiance of this law, 

kind that is destructive of true liberty. . . • as in the case of the J~ws ;_ but the facts of 
The unity of which we have dreamed, and • prophecy an.:1 history in connection with 
which the Scriptures contemplate, is not of them so manifestly po~nt to divine interposi­
this kind. It is rather a unity of thought in tion in that case that their excepting only 
relation to the fundamental truths of Chris- confirms the rule by emphasising the necessity 
tianity. And this unity of thought is best for such divine interference if the rule is to 
expressed and maintained in the congregational be evaded. Now in the case of the church 
idea, which does not exclude but rather demands as a whole, God has pr_omised preservation in 
that unity shall reach its perfect flower in·. spiteofnature;butin thecaseofusasareligious., 
co-operative effort for the, evangelising and movement (since we certainly are not the. ' 
uplHting of the world," whole church, else where were the Baptists, 

This is a lucid and felicitous statement of immers~d Methodists, and such, to say the the ideal of the essay; and the essayist is )east of it?) he has made no such pr!)mise. constrained to add, that those points in which Hence we _cannot e:x.~ect to·.escape th•~ law, he criticises his brc;thren are points in which. and the third alternattve, which the _reviewer he thinks they are· ·unscripturally and ·un- says ~as overlooked by the essayist, does 
necessarily marring this ideal. . . . not exist.. . • 

The reviewer next takes up and cnbctses But this anllcipates. The reviewer sum-the scientific principle w~ich the essayist marises the essay. in a waf _which is not makes the basis of his warning. In common unfair, but which misses the pomt. He says: with some of the other critics, be seems to O The special environment of the churches of think it was used merely as an illustrative- Christ in this case is made up of th& various analogy and suggests that reversion to type denominations by which tbeyar,surrounded." would be a more apt illustration. But it Not so. It is the entire relgious and non­was not illustration that the essayist &ought religious world, in which these denominations 
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are. only an important element. Current 
socta~ and po!itical ideas, altogether ignored 
a_nd often dented by many of the denomina­
tions, but tending to their disintegration, and 
to the establishment of religious democracy, 
are great factors as well. The reviewer seems 
to exaggerate, too, the extent to which the 
~yist !'o~l~ be willing to see the peculiar-
1t1es of_ 1nd1~1duals. and congregations pre­
served 10 thetr coming to our position. The 
essay commended this process so far as it 
has been exemplified in America, but no 
farther. There it has always included the 
surrender of sprinkling, infant baptism, and 
open membership. With these modifications, 
the statement of the essay's argument is 
correct. 

the essayist's position exactly in th~se 
words : IC To insure this end (the restorahon 
of baptism. and general unity), it is u~ge~ 
that the practice of • open comm~n1on 
should be adopted-that thus ~y the _free 
interchange of thought. t~e Scriptural. idea 
might be made to prevail. But the reviewer 
dissents thus: IC Viewed merely as a matter 
of policy, experience has shown us that t~e 
idea is not workable." This statement 1s 
hardly borne out by the -facts-. Open co!D• 
munion, as divorced from open membership, 
bas never been given a thorough trial in 
Australia : so that no conclusion can be 
drawn from experience here. But it bas 
been given a thorough trial in America-so 
much so that it has in most places consti­
tuted the crowning triumph of the disciples 
over the Baptists, until the latter have been 
driven to a virtual surrender, and the two 
bodies are now just at the point of fusion 
upon the apostolic basis of open communion 
and IC close " membership. This position 
has also won the respectful attention of the 
religious world, so that the accession from 
pzdobaptist bodies of reputable preachers by 
the dozen, and of an occasional congregation, 
is constantly reported. In spite of this large 
influx of divergent elements, not one of ou, ten 
thousand chu,ches makes ""Y compromise of 4pos­
tolic baptism tJS " condllwn of membership ; yet a 
free exchange of pulpits with Methodists, 
Baptists, Presbyterians and Congregation­
alists is the rule. Does this look as if IC the 
idea is not workable"? We would heartily 
endorse and emphasise the following con­
clusion to the review : 

"We will not make our influence greater by agree­
Ing to be silent in regard to our views of Scrip­
ture truth, while they on their part claim and 

exercise untrammelled speech In their presen­
tation of the claims and conditions of the gospel. 

If we are true to our Master and to his teach­
ings, and true to ourselves, the day is not far 

distant when we shall not only deserve respect, 

but commasd it." 

..,: J. PITTMAN'S REVIEW, 

In the next paragraph the reviewer labors • 
under two handicaps. He contends against 
scientific facts for his imagioary third alter­
native; and he seems to have put IC con­
formity " into the essayist's mouth instead of 
"adaptation." He says: "The• broad and 
catholic movement' advocated must have a 
more solid foundation than some fancied . 
analogy in nature." This is true. The 
foundation must be the expressed will of 
God ; and, as already shown, this necessity 
is distinctly and un£quivocally recognised at 
the proper point in the essay. Farther on . 
he says : "Adaptation to environment or to 
the times seems a strange argument to use in 
connection with a reformation movement," 
If the reviewer had consulted a dictionary, 
sub "adaptation" and IC conformity," he 
would have been spared the utterance of this 
pointless and misleading sentence, and would 
probably have omitted most of this paragraph. 
Again, he says: "If Jesus Christ bad adapted 
himself to the times, he would not have been 
crucified "; and the next sentence shows 
that, in the reviewer's mind, an element of 
this "adaptation" would have been "pleasing 
the religious teachers of bis day." But that 
would have been conformity, not adaptation. 
Jesus did not conform himself to anything 
that was evil in his day ; nor should we. 
But he did adapt himself-that is, he fur­
nished in his person and office precisely what 
the world needed, and he made every effort This reviewer's criticism is chiefly based 

to present himself in the most acceptable upon a misunderstanding of the essay. In 

ligbt to • all earnest :geekers after truth, fact he seems hardly to have grasped the 

Again:" He (Jesus):el~ted to perish." This·, essay at all; and he ~eems·t.o_ be yery much 

is news. The essayist has always been at sea as to what be himself 1s trying to say. 

under the impression that Jesus did not He reminds one very much of the old darky's 

perish-that he still lives and reigns. Fur- dogs, that IC smelled somefin', but couldn't 

ther, the reviewer says (what seems meant ezac'ly locate it." In this, however, he is 

for a correction of the essay, but what is not alone amongst the reviewers. His first 

really its exact position): "The question to criticism has been answered in the first 

be settled here is not one that can be deter- section of this reply, . In his second, he 

mined by our essayist or by the practice of apprehends an "unprofitable confusion of 

our American brethren, or by anything that tongues " as the result of pulpit exchange. 

we may say, but it is one that can be settled But this confusion of tongues might just as 

by the clearly expressed will of the Holy reasonably result from the ~xchange of pulpits 

Spirit himself." The Holy Spirit has ex- now practised within the brotherhood, since 

plicitly sanctioned our being all things to all every speaker must preach the Scriptures as 

men-that is, our disregarding our private be understands them, and no two understand 

views except such as are explicitly laid upon them exactly alike. The present suppression of 

us bj Christ himself, in order ~o disarm this IC confusion . o_f tongues " is ~ue to the 

, prejudice and win as many as possible. " care _of the le~lllmate ov_erse~rs '; and the 

What the reviewer adds concernin!J the extension of this care, with increase~ ta~t 

Scriptural basis of unity is good ; and if the and c~ution, would preven~ the co~fus1on !n 

essay bad intended to discuss that phase of the W!der field proposed--:-Ju~t as It does 1n 

the questioD;' it could have included nothing Amenca, '!here th~ practice 1s ,follow~d. 
better than the quotation and most of the The reviewer obJects ,!o the . unscnptural 

commeJlt of the review, The reviewer atatea UH of the term '""""• He 18 shocked at 

the.idea that IC these. denominations, with all 
thetr errors of doctnne and practice div'id d 

d ''"hid 'e an antagontst1c, s ou receive io the ess 
the terms which the Scriptures apply to thy 
church ; and in the excess of ·bis horror he 
declares 1hat this usage" i_s nothing le~s tba: 
monstrous and utterly foreign t<? the teachin,t 
of the Book." If our brother had recovered 
from his hysterics before penning the ques. 
tion IC Is there the li(hostly shadow of such a 
church or body of Christ in the New Testa. 
meot ?" it might have occurred to _him that 
there is-perhaps not the ghostly shadow 
but certainly the substance of such a church 
in that at Corinth, to which he immediately 
afterward refers. The members of this church 
were ,wt" united in sympathy, harmony and 
co-op~ration," as the reviewer states, but 1 

were divided (1 Cor. I : 11, 12) and caroal 
(3 : 3). They were tolerating fornication 
(5 : 1 ), brethren were goin~ to law with 
brethren (6: 1 ), the strong were disregarding 
the consciences of the weak (8: 12), the 
Lord's Supper itself was shamefully perverted 
and made a cause of division (11 : 17 22), 

and the very teaching of the apostles on one 
of the fundamental facts of Christianity was 
disregarded and nullified (15: 12). Yt:t this 
church, " with all its errors of doctrine aod 
practice, divided and antagonis·ic," is called 
by the apostle "the church of God" (1 : 2) I 
The essayist is quite content to be in Paul's 
company here, at the risk of exciting the 
reviewer's horror; especially when the fol­
lowing term~ are added : IC sanctified in Christ 
Jesus " (, : 2 ), " called into the fellowship of 
Jesus Cbrist our Lord" (1: 9), u God's hus­
bandry, God's building" (3 : 9)1 and "a 
temple of God" (3: 16). 

The reviewer is thanked for this assurance: 
u I do not for a moment think that our 
essayist means to suggest "this" (a sacrifice 
of principle). If he thinks however that the 
essayist's "desire to open his loving arms to 
all " has led him to overlook principle, or to 
forget that he might ·compromise it un­
wittingly, he has utterly mistaken both the 
spirit of the essayist and his purpose in the 
essay. It is a deep-felt conviction that some 
of the attitudes now assumed by many in the 
Australian brotherhood are unscriptural aa_d 
divisive that has induced him. to launch the 
presen.t discussion-not ~n. the least a mere 
sentimental desire for friP-ndly feelini· . Nor 
should it be imagined that the essayist 1s an 
irresponsible free•l!lnce, with nothing at ~take, 
He is a stranger in a strange land, with no 
human friends in ten thousand miles except 
those whose good-will and confidenc~ he 
might have forfeited by taking serio~ issue 
with them. In bis own land, too, bis rep• 
utation for success in the ministry will 
depend upon what the Australian bret~reD· 
say of him ; since his brief experience g;~ 
him no past prestige to fall back upon, u 
all these considerations, involving as they do 
literally his daily bread, weigh but 11 1 

feather in the scale. He would rather lose 
them all than abate one jot or tittle of wh;t 
he finds himself required to do and say HJ 
the Scriptures and his present duty, e 
trusts this personal reference will be par· 
doned as a pertinent vindication o! the earn• 
estness and conscientiousness of bis P:'"':~ 

The essayist can hardly gather Vi at • 
reviewer is tr7iDg to say in bil Dext para 
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h He seems to be dissenting from the two-column intr d . 
gra~;~o of the essay that we are only a accusations (to O uh~i~n, full o~ undeserved 
Jl051 ernent in the church, and seems as if he revert) th w ic we will presently 
p!Ofld efffrm that we are the church. Yet he defects' in ~hreviewer specifies seven alleged 
r::otes the par~~raph to proving the totally i " e essay, and says they are II only 

d
'/liereot propos1Uon that we cc are as truly ~h~r~ "ant ah~e put forth as IC samples of the 
1 f Cb ·st as those pl t d b h • , IS method of attack is uite 
)llrcAes o n an e y t e ~ommo~ with controversialists whose ciluse 

:postles." That we are churches of Christ in 1s consciously weak, and it bas much more 
tbe New Testament sense, and in that sense the a 

J di b t "f w· hppearance th~n the substance of logic, 
ooly, we g a f agree ; u I we are the tt. the exception of the sixth char e . 
church, what bas b~come !to say the least) (which, !he es_sayist will admit, sbo!s 
or the immersed believers 1n the other reli- !!1arked !~genuity a?d originality), these 
gious bodies ? defects, . o~ close inspection, dwindle 'to 

Finally, 11 I think the best thing we can two-ambiguity and dogmatism. For in­
do is to love all men and strive by all lawful stance, the first "defect " is IC absolute and 
111eaos to save them and do them good," but uusubstantiated assertiveness"· the fourth is 
#Ot "to let the denominations as such alone cc the. gratuitous assumption' of essential 
10 look after themselves," since there are premises"; and the seventh is a cc want of 
thousands in them too good and faithful and sympathy with the modes of thouRht of those 
earnest to deserve being left in the hands of to who_m it (th_e tissay) appeals," as mani-
tbe harlot Babylon. fested 10 the f~tl.ure to cite Scripture in sup-

5· JoHN T. T. HARDING'S REVIEW. port ~f the pos1tioos advanced. The essayist 
is obhged to confess that he fails to perceive 

• The essayist approached the reading- of the subtle distinction between these alleged 
this review with some trepidation. The d~fects. To his mind they seem to be merely 
reviewer's ponderous and formidable way of different ways of charging one and the same 
opening the discussion was calculated to thing-dogmatism. The other class of IC de­
command attention, and lead the reader to fects" is handled in precisely identical 
expect a complete demolition of the essay. fashion. The second IC defect" is u vague 
The essayist wishes to turn aside for a generalities," under which there are two 
moment, however, in order to express his counts; the third is "ambiguity"; and the 
thanks to this reviewer, not for any fairness fifth is "the equivocal position which the 
lo criticism, but for lending the essayist some essay takes up in respEct to the ordinance of 
apt and well-rounded phrases by which to baptism." Is the essayist's mind at fault in 
describe the attitude and style of the review. failing to see anything more than "ambig-

Despite the "drag-net general indictment" uity," under different names, in these three 
with which the review " is rhetorically charges? The reviewer's logic reminds us 
ronnded up to a well-balanced conclusion " of the dh•isions in the " kid preacher's" 
-despite his poor opinion of the essay's argument against infant baptism-that it was 
worth, and his conviction that it " cannot " First, unscriptural ; second, not found in 
hope for success "-he occupies six columns the Bible; and third, unsupported by the 
(by far the longest review) in attempting to Word of God"! The essayist will not say 
combat the imaginary fallacies and assump- that the reviewer intended to prejudice the 
tions of the essay. The calm assurance with readers unfairly against the essay in thus 
which he claims to have read th~ essay "with discovering two IC defects" and multiplying 
the most generous of critical eyes," while not them by three ; but it certainly would tend 
allowing one jot of room for the slightest to have that effect upon minds not apt at 
misreading on his part, and dipping the shafts discerning arguments and d?tecting fallacies. 
of his criticism in the poison of innuendo, can The reviewer is thus guilty of a thoughtless 
find no better epithet than his own-"bound- and misleading use of his reputation for dis­
less audacity." With an u absolute and un: crimination. These two charges of ambig­
!ubstantiated assertiveness " he attributes uity and dogmatism have already been re­
motives and implications to the essayist, of futed in the second section of the reply i so 
which there is not the slightest intimation in we may now turn to the consideration of 
the essay; and be carries these u gratuitous minor points in the review. -
assumptions" to the point of omitting pre- • The reviewer says: "The essayist seems 
cau!ionary phrases manifestly intended to to underestimate the degree of bis divergence 
obvtate the very misconceptions into which from the generally entertained views of the 
be falls. The minute and merciless assault brotherhood "-this in comment upon the 
which he makes on every portion of the essayist's avowal of such divergence from 
essay, the manner in which be selects the "matiy of the brotherhood." But without 
~ost obnoxious and unintended of ,all pos- dwelling on the fact that there is no numer­
llble meanings from every innocent sentence, ical specification in "many," the essayist 
and sometimes from 00 sentence at all, the would remind the reviewer that he may have 
~ attractive assertiveness, which at first overestimated his own ability and opportun­
Slbght might pass for strength," with which ity to know the general views of the brother-
e po~oces upon these men of straw and hood. The older brethren, a_nd those who 

dbernohsbes them-these things suggest that have in the· past come prominently to the 
! e review was "conceived and originated front have been committed, it is true, to 
1n close' communion and a restricted platform, 

a. spirit of unadulterated bigotry," and and to the preservation of the solidarity of 
:~t:nly show that it is II not in any fn.se the brotherhood upon these an~ kindred 
t 1r Y of the reputation and ability o its quest"ioos, But this very c_omm1tment to 
a 'Died author." h bl h h 

Alth bo solidarity-the confidence wit w c t ey 
tbi ougb the most protracted and ver se, have enunciated these arguments, and the 
b 

8 review not only shows the least fairness, b bl b th have encouraged the 
utlthe least.discrimination as well, After a care wit w c e7 

young men who showed proficiency in them 
-bas made dissent timid about asserting 
itself in their presence; so that the~e con­
servative brethren do not know how far'tbeir 
opinions are shared on these point!=, and how 
far they are merely tolerated for the sake of 
peace. Of all those in the brotherhood from 
whom the essayist has heard any expression 
on these points, a vast majority are more in 
sympathy with bis views than against them; 
and the essayist's name was not associated 
with any particular view of the matter, to 
prevent his bearing a full expression of all 
views. Again, the reviewer need not con­
clude from the tenor of the other reviews 
that the sentiment of the brotherhood is 
against the essayist, since every man who 
fiods his opinions opposed in the essay will 
feel strongly disposed to take' a band in•.tbe 
discussion ; while those who agree with the 
essayist will, for reasons already stated, 
hesitate to speak, feelinit that be cao fight 
his own battles. The first voices to be 
raised on behalf of a new departure have 
always few supporters until men begin to 
perceive that it will succeed. The general 
attitude of mankind seems to be : " Don't 
know him-heave half a brick at him I" 

One of the most vicious and unworthy 
elements of this review is the gratuitous 
attributing of obnoxious motives to the 
essayist. He says: cc They (the views of 
the brotherhood) are entitled to be taken 
into account as lwnest views until the 
contrary has been established." This 
remark is quite true ; but if it is not 
absolutely pointless, it means to imply that 
the essayist bas not given his brethren credit 
for honesty; when the fact is that not one 
word or line can be pointed out in the essay 
that could even squint at such an imputation. 
Again, the reviewer quotes the " catalogue 
of specified peculiarities " with which the 
essay described our· reputation amongst our 
religious neighbors, ending with the words: 
"and the general Ishmaelitisb air with which 
we move." But instead of heeding the 
warning which the essay immediately utters, 
that " we are not now raising the question 
of the justice or injustice of our reputation ; 
we are ttierely noting what it is"- the reviewer 
omits this sentence, unjustly charges us with 
bringing an IC indictment" against the broth­
erhood, and says that many cc would joyfully 
plead guilty to the whole series, and th.en 
join issue with the essay as to who is to be 
held responsible for the existence of the 
peculiarities." But the essay made neither 
statement or implication as to who is to be 
held responsible. Although the essayist 
makes no pretensions to scholarship, be 
confesses that he would rather be well 
trained and scholarly than ill-trained and 
crude-minded; though he implied no slur 
(God forbid I) at the host of godly and 
earnest preachers amongst us who have not 
had the advantages which the American 
brethren enjoy. He confesses that he likes 
instrumental music, prefers a handsome 
chapel to an unsightly one, and would rather 
sit on a cushion than a bare board. On the 
other hand, be cc pleads guilty " to ·a feeling 
of glory in our willingness to pay our owu 
way, in "our marked avoidanc~ of the style 
of evangelism that Christendom in general 
accepts," and in the iconoclastic energy which 
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was termed in the essay " the general Ish­
maelitish air with which we move." Where 

• now, 0 ~gie "indic~ment,11 is thy sting? 
:1'.he question .as to which of these peculiar­
ities are Scnptural and' which are not is 
avowedly not raisrd here, because it is not 
the autho~•s ~urpose in the paragraph or the 
essay to Justtfy or condt ma them seriatim. 
What is not Scriptural, the essayist would 
certainly have us surrender at once· and 
what is not condemned by the Scriptures, 
but not necessitated by them, we should 
certainly be. willing to surrender, if thereby 
we could the better win attention to our 
presentation of the essentials of faith in Christ. 

Still other examples of the attributing of 
false motives to the .essayist abound in the 
review. In discussing what be mistakenly 
conceives to be the esfay's attitude on bap­
tism, he says: "Some care is taken to show 
that there are two ways in which uniformity 
may be reached "-and quotes the essay at 
length in substantiation. \Veil, are there not 
two ways? Would not sprinkling be a 
uniform practice if all adopted it? and would 
not immersion be a uniform practice if all 
adopted it ? The essay expressly limited the 
dilemma to the one point of uniformity by 
saying that it could be obtained either way, 
"s, far as the immediate point u coneernetl." But 
the reviewer does the essayist a great injus­
tice in the following words : " The one thing 
advocated is a uniform practice ; so that this 
goal be reached, the form of the practice 
seems to be a matter of indifference. 11 This 
is a total misreading of the essay. It does 
not even sum to be a matter of indifference, 
except to those who -read the essay, as this 
reviewer appears to have done, with a hawk's 
eye for faults, but a mole's for clear and 
candid statements. That the form is not a 
matter of indifference (though the essay did 
not propose to discuss immersion pro and &0n), 
witness the essay's plea for " a solution that 
shall accord with God's will in the matter." 
And why does the reviewer attribute to the 
essayist "a suggestive leaning towards 
abandonment of that which is merely scruples 
... rather than ... a surrender of liberty?" 
The italicised word wa~ read into the text 
by the reviewer, aod gives a totally different 
meaning to the essayist's language. Are we 
not agreed that liberty may be surrendered 
where conscience may oot? and did the 
essayist intimate anything to the contrary ? 

But for tbe ingenious detection of micro­
scopic faults the reviewer's charge of a 
0 Iatent bigotry" in considering _only Pro­
testants in tbe essay is certainly entitled to 
the prize cake. Of course there are sincere 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ amongst 
Roman and Greek Catholics, Armenians, 
Syrians, and all other b~dies who ~rofess 
Christianity at all. Nor dad the essay an any 
way suggest that there were not. But it was 
uncompromisingly founded upon the presup­
position of the plea, whose two arms are tbe 
absolute· and sole authority of the Scriptures, 
and the obligation of every man and congre­
gation to learn them and apply them to prac­
tice. On Auch a platform as this no~e but 
Protestants could have bten taken without 
an exposition and vindication of the plea, 
which would have carried the essay alto­
gether out of its line of argument. We 
trust that not many thousaad Catholic& _were 

offended by the neglect. Yet, i~ spite of 
this obvious explanation, the reviewer ac­
cuses us of latitudinarianism where (as he 
thinks) we surrender the p'e3:, and ~f bigotr_y 
where we presuppose it! Has consistency 1s 
like that of the woman who borrowed the 
kettle, and, on returning it, was sued by t~e 
owner on the ground that she had cracked it. 
Her defence was, first, that she had not bor­
rowed the kettle at all ; second, that it was 
cracked when she borrowed it ; and third, 
that it was whole when she returned it I 

It would require several pages to answer 
all the reviewer's quibbles as to the am­
biguity of terms used in the essay, and 
several more to advance the syllogistic proofs 
of the several propositions with which be 
finds fault on the ground of insufficiency. 
But we will oot affront the intelligence of the 
readers by pointing out these A B C's of 
reading, since no ooe else seems to have been 
seriously puzzled by the difficulties ; we will 
merely suggest that if the reviewer will read 
the essay again, using a little common sense 
(the review bas surely not greatly depleted 
bis stock of that commodity), be will see the 
meaning which the disputed terms are in 
tended to bear, and will also see that the 
sentences in question, interpreted in the 
natural and necessary light of the context, 
require no proof. 

On the whole, however, perhaps we have 
expected too much of this review. Its author 
seems to know nothing of the essential prin­
ciples of interpretation, which forbid a man 
to disregard the context, and require him to 
interpre~ any partial statement in the light 
of the whole discourse ; and he seems to 
think that criticism consists in picking 
minute flaws and raising quibbles worthy of 
medizval scholasticism. This extended at­
tention has been given it, not because of any 
depth or strength or sincerity that make it 
a worthy antagonist, but for fear a less de­
tailed notice might be taken by the un­
thinking and word-loving as a confession of 
defeat. 

6. A. R. MA1N's REVIEW. 

The spirit of this review is well expressed 
in the following words: " In any comments 
which I make, I trust it will not be imagined 
by any that I wish to impu~n either the 
merits of the composition or the motive 
which prompted it, or reflect on the vision 
beautiful of a church united and restored," 
This spirit is well maintained throughout ; 
but the review is hardly less at sea than the 
preceding in its mi6cooception of the essay, 
and this misconception is probably respon­
sible for some near approaches to the im­
putation which the reviewer disclaims, as 
well as for some hypercriticism of the esEay's 
ar~ument. 

The review says: "There is an uncom­
fortable impression created that the writer 
believes that, if the disciples of Christ in 
these Southern lands just go oo as the·y are 
going, they will ooe day awaken to find they 
are dead." The essayist is sorry i( this 
impression has been created, aod, to obviate 
it, begs leave to quote from the conclusion of 
the essay: "Let us bope and believe aod 
pray with all our hearts that the spirit of tbe 
world-loving Christ will abide in us forever, 
and lead us into all tho ways of truth-that 
wo wW accomplish our glorious desti01," 

It is true that the essay was meant to wa 
against a spirit which might result in atropbrn 
but he does not believe that spirit is esse:• 
tially domi~ant in !he _brotherhood, and b~ 
does not think that 1t will prevail. Io speak. 
iog of this appre~ens~on, the reviewer says 
that " our numerical increase and progress 
hardly support this opinion." But numerical 
increase and progress are not in themselves 
safe criteria. The diversity of social and 
theological elements attracted to any new 
movement, and the power of the movement 
to unify and consolidate these diverse accre- . 
tions, are considerations equally essential to 
a correct and far-sighted judgment. We 
may here apply a quotation from the essay 
to other than its original connection, and say 
that any oew and strong movement may 
continue to grow, and perhaps to grow 
rapidly, until "the limits of tbe sect" coin­
cide with i, those who will tolerate it." This 
bas been true of the M'!thodists, and might 
possibly prove true of us. 

In discussing the essay's contention for 
uniformity of baptism, the reviewer indulges 
in a bit of what seems like hypercriticism, 
The sentence which he criticises is as follows: 
" It is manifestly within the right of each 
congregation to follow its own policy as 
regards the terms of admission to fellowship 
(membership); at least, the congregations 
will follow their own policy; so we must 
reckon with this as a condition." Now it is 
evident that, taking this sentence as a whole, 
"it is the condition, and not the theory, that 
confronts us." The right assumed (as im• 
plied by the point of view in this portion of 
the essay) is in contrast to the authority of 
the denomination, not to the authority of the 
Scriptures. Yet the reviewer quotes the 
first clause of this sentence, and, mistakenly 
assuming the latter contrast, takes " much 
pleasure in emphatically denying" it. After 
giving a reason (which would be pertinent 
to the contrast he assumes, but is not to the 
intended contrast), he quotes the remainder 
of the sentence, introducing it with the words: 
" But Bro. Grinstead felt that the words 
italicised above ('It is ma,cifestly within (lu 
right of each &On(regation lo follow its oft poluJ 
a~ to tlie te,ms oJ admission to felkwship') were 
saying too much, so added what was meant 
to be a transition aad explanation, but what 
ii really mile~ away from the forme~ .s~,te­
ment." Just herein lies the hypercnucaslll, 
As the reviewer says, the additional clause 
was meant to be a transition. But, b~ !he 
very meaning of the word, a transatlOD 
always takes one away from the forroer 
stat em< nt ; and whether " miles" awa_y, or 
only a few· hundred yards, the reviewer 
should have interpreted the whole sentenc~ 
ia the light of the completed statement.• 
especially in view of bis recognition tbat tt 
is ao "explanation." This would have ~D 

nothiog more than fair to the essayist, besides 
being moch better exegesis. ID this conn~: 

· tion, too, the reviewer denies any II true 
and " rightful " liberty on the part of th~ 
congregation " to practise spriokliog at •1t 
The essayist did not say anything as to t e 
truth or rightfulness of their libert1,, . J-1! 
simply did not raise the point that. it •~. 
false liberty which they no~ exercise, ill 
cause he was not preaching a sermon el 
adVC?CIC)' of immersion, but was 01er l I 
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~ a people with whom be agrees 
talktD~ about their attitude on other things 
tbereo e~iewer fears that " the effect of th~ 
fbe r maf be to confirm some in their 
~~dience." The essayist would be ex­
dt~iogly sorry if this should occur, but does 
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standing of th S • 
the statement that ~~tpture~ hardly justifies t • h I requires more bravery 
t~a:i\ s~andd these assaults (of the sectarians) 

ce t think it will. no 
1
. 

0 ~. apt ourselves to the times.'" 
i The rev1ewe~ says: "Loyalty to the Word b !Ilorb essential even than that we should 

e \n t., e vTan. of a catholic movement towards 
u~i Y •. his can be restated in two wa s 
y,ith imp~ovement : " Loyalty to the Wo~d !~ essential to our being in the van," and 

fbe reviewer has a pecu iar and significant 
agraph on the question of " regarding the 

pardobaptist as a brother in Christ." Assum­
p~ the essayist's attitude to be absolutely 
~ scribed in this phrase, be says that "some 
of our promin~nt brethren i~ Australia find 
·t lllore than difficult; they simply cannot do 
!t consistently." In exemplification, be 1 ~otes a passage from an editorial in the 
taiusTtAN of August 27th, which pledges us, 
io preaching . the gosp_el, t_o the apostolic 
view of baptism ; which is stated thus : 

Loyal tr, to the Word requires us to be in 
the van. We fear many of the brethren 
h~ve be~n 90 rapt in a rigid loyalty to some 
minor things which they imagine to be taught 
by the Word that they have overlooked some 
of !he -grand and broad and catholic ideals 
w~icb the Word holds out for us. The 
mistake was not intentional, but it was none 
the less real. 

., They tacitly assumed that there was no 
Christian life sh<;>rt ~f baptism.:• The re­
viewer presses this point home with peculiar 
insistency. Now if this citation, and the 
appeal for the essayist's opinion of it, have 
aoy point at all, that point lies in the fact 
that the editorial in question was written by 
the author of the essay, and that bis positions 
in the two articles do not agree. It is a fair 
presumption that the reviewer knew the 
authorship of the extract, and meant to 
convey a veiled charge of inconsistency. If 
this presumption is incorrect, the essayist 
hopes that the reviewer will correct him. 
Apart from the fact that the essayist could 
have bad no conceivable motive for such 
double-dealing, would it not have been more 
fair in the reviewer-more like a critic, and 
less like an accuser-to presuppose the es­
sayist's consistency, and try a little harder 
to interpret the two utterances in harmony ? 
This would not have been difficult, for the 
editorial extract is plainly on the subject of 
baptism, while the extract from the essay is 
just as plainly not on that subject. Hence 
it is unwarrantable to draw from the latter 
any inference at all in regard to baptism ; 
but it is inexcusable if such inference is in 
conftict with the unequivocal utterance on 
baptism in the editorial. Here again the 
reviewer shows himself a blunderer at 
exegesis. . 

The reviewer unconsciously approaches 
near to throwing odium upon the essayist's 
motive -in styling our present attitude a 
11 timid conservatism," by classing that 
expression with a number of more or less 
opprobrious, discourteous, and unworthy 
ep_ithets, though conceding that it is " the 
mildest." This is hardly fair to the es­
sayist, when he bas used no such epithets 
himself, and is always careful to refrain 
from any approach to such an undignified 
method of controversy with sincere opponents. 
The essayist conceives that one reason for 
our past isolation bas been the fear that the 
younger adherents of our movement might 
have their zeal chilled and their faith in our 
plea shattered by too free intercourse with 
those who do not see as we do. If ( as the 
es~ayist's experience leads him to believe) 
t~is f~ar is unfounded, then bis cbaracterisa• 
hon hi apt. The adjective remains. More­
oher, the opposition which has confronted t e efforts of the essayist and others in the 
. rotberho0<1 to be fe,itbful to tbeif under-

The essayist repeats, it was not bis ·prim­
ary purpose to discuss the plea but the 
method of presenting it. Whil~ this is 
affi:cted ~y the attitudes • variously charac­
terised 10 the conclusion in what the 
reviewer is kind enough t~ term "fit and 
well-sounding phrases" (which, we would 
remind the reviewer, may be found in the· 
mouth of the critic, as well as of the advo­
cate )-while the presentation of the plea, 
we say, is affected by our attitude, it must 
never depart from the real question, which 
(to quote the reviewer) "is primarily this: 
are the Scriptures to be our standard of appeal, 
our g11ide, or m,t? We answer, Yes; because 
(1) these only are authoritative, and are our 
only revelation of the will of God; (2) if 
these are not a standard, nothing is ; if these 
tell us not, we cannot know." 

7· D. A. EWERS' REVIEW. 

This is altogether fair, and written in a 
most excellent, discriminating, and com­
mendable spirit. The reviewer is much 
more in accord with the essay than he 
thinks. Some of the misconceptions which 
underlie bis judicious comments have already 
been met, and the whole is written in such a 
lucid style that there are few points which 
need attention. 

The reviewer says that the arguments of 
the essay, if true, "not only prove that 
those known as disciples in Australasia are 
wrong, but those in America as well." While 
the essayist is not contending for anytbicg 
simply because it is American, be thinks 
Bro. Ewers' conclusion is a mistake. The 
American brethren do not as a rule practise 
close communion-indeed, the essayist never 
beard such a position taken by any of their 
churches ; and the exchange of pulpits with 
other religious bodies is quite.freque~t. ;But 
the reviewer truly adds : "Even this, how­
ever .. , , is a small matter compared with 
what to my mind, appears conclusive-that 
if th~ essayist is right the New Testament 
disciples were wrong." It mi~bt_ be well to 
note here that not even this. is. the true 
standard, but only those pnnc1pl~s . and 
practices of the New Testament disciples 
which were inaugurated and approved by 
the apostles, The essayist thinks that this 
test will not condemn him. , . 

. The reviewer quote~ the essays tnple 
haracterisation of the ideal restored church 

~namely, as catholic, unicred11l, a~d coo-

gregational-but suggests some difficulties 
in practical application. Of course diffi­
culties will arise ; but the essayist sees no 
ground for disagreement with the reviewer 
on the points which the latter raises. The 
reviewer doubts the accuracy of the essay's 
statement that the congregational polity 

• 

" commends itself to the common sense of 
men." If he bad noted the following clause, 
"whether they recognise it or not," be might 
have perceived that the essayist did not 
mean that absolutely every man is theoreti­
cally and practically committed to congrega­
tionalism. As we have seen, none but 
Protestants are directly in vie•w in the 
essay. The Methodists, so far as their 
polity is concerced, are not at all of recent 
origin. Yet even amongst them it must be 
confessed that the great mass of laymen are 
growing restless under episcopal control­
that the conferences " really rule by the 
sufferance of their congregations ; and their 
sway is far more lax than a few years back, 
and growing more lax every year." The 
same is true of the great so-called orthodox 
bodies of Dissenting ·Protestantism, and of 
the Episcopal Church in America. As to 
the other bodies named as exceptions, they 
are· not of sufficient age and influence, or 
their zeal too far overbalances their common 
sense, for them to be reliable data on which 
to base an induction. The movements of a 
millennial tidal wave are not to be measured 
by the ripples of a few decades. 

The reviewer endorses the essayist's plea 
for congregational liberty in details, but adds: 
" Is not this already recognised ? . . . . 
There is perfect congregational freedom." 
The essayist wishes he could say this with 
as much confidence. He knows of one case 
in which a new congregation, se~kiog the 
truth, was driven to look with disfavor upon 
our plea, and ultimately to become a Baptist 
church, by the refusal of one or two neigh­
boring congregations to recognise them or 
have fellowship with them on the ground 
that they accepted willing off::rings from the 
unimmersed, and sat wilh them at the L'lrd's 
table. Yet this congregation bad as much 
authority to read the Scriptures for itself as 
the others had, and it was acting up to its 
understaodint, of them. The essayist is not 
at all sure that a congregation which con­
scientiously differed from the brotherhood on 
these points, and in its entire method and 
form of worship, although consisting entirely 
of immersed believers, pledged to the Scrip­
tures alone, and wearing co unscriptural 
names, would be quite cordially welcomed 
into one of our Conferences. He would be 
very glad, for the brethren's sakes, to know 
that he bas misjudged them in these points. 
He is certain too that some of these things­
which are purely matters of congregational 
preference-are so vigorously insisted upon 
that the public necessarily associates our 
name with certain unessential peculiarities, 
and so cannot help thinking of us as a 
"minor sect." Nor is the public wholly 
to blame in this matter. 

Another matter which the reviewer raises 
is food for pointed comment. He says: 

" A largo proportion. or tho American brethren 
oppose missionary societies, and acarcely one-
1l1lrd of tho church• contribute through them: 
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many oppose organs and Endeavor Societies, 
while others object to Sunday Schools, and 
some advocate the re-baptism of Baptists, and 
other fads." 

Although we do not know Bro. Ewers' his­
tory, we venture to assert that he has not a 
close personal acquaintance with the Ameri­
can brotherhood. It is not true that" a large 
pr~~rtion of the American brethren oppose 
m1ss1onary societies.·• The opposition is 
confined practically to the State of Tennes­
see, the southern counties cf Indiana, and a 
few scattered congregations' in Kentucky, 
T~xas, and (very sparsely) other southern 
States. Even in these congregations it is 
very often a minority-sometimes not more 
than four or five per cent - that holds 
the church back, the majority yielding for 
the sake of peace. The fact that so large a 
proportion of the congregations do not con­
tribute to the missionary activities is usually 
due to apathy, not to oppositicn ; and this 
apathy is largely explained hy the larger 
percrntage of struggling country churches 
there than here, and. to the fact that their 
missionary conventions are not associations 
of churches, but assemblies of individual 
Christians. Moreover, these so-called "fads'' 
are not advocated by different elements of 
the brotherhood, but by alt the same element, 
with rather indistinct boundaries, and a var­
iety of emphasis. The term "fad II is hardly 

• an appropriate name for the earnest and 
settled conviction that animates these pious 
brethren ; and one of them-the rehaptism 
of Baptists-is as logical a deduction from 
the second chapter of Acts as is close com­
munion. But it is on the general attitude of 
this school that the essayist wishes to point 
a moral. The fundamental principle upon 
which these brethren build seems to be that 
the New Testament church was a divinely 
prepared model, to be followed by the i:hurch 
in all ages; and consequently we are not 
only obliged to conform to it~ outlines 
wherever th~y can be traced, but are alw 
prohibited from supplying features of our 
own where the Scriptures are silent. We 
must give them credit for a high degree of 
consistency in the application of this prin­
ciple, since they reject the organ in all sacred 
music, and the creation of any reUgious or­
ganisation. within or without the congrega­
tion. We hasten also to pay a tribute to 
their zeal, 1 heir piety, their diligence in 
Scripture study, and the high degree to which 
they often develop a personal sweetness and 
amiability of character. It is to be regretted 
that individual temperaments and qualities 
so excellent do not attain to a more bene­
ficient use in the religious world. So intent 
are they upon tracing and restoring the 
faintest outlines of the church in the first 
century that they utterly miss the require­
ments and opportunitie, of the church in the 
twentieth century. Thinking that they per­
ceive the Scriptural plan :;o clearly them-
1elves, they look _upon all who do not con­
form to it-for whatever reason-as apostate 
with Rome, and frequently go to the len?th 
of denying them any Christian standing 
whatever. A church of this school, highly 
commended by its sister. churches in opinion 
as apostolic in its .ual for the faith, once 
withdrew its suppof'j from a very needy mis-
., 

sion point at which the essayist was laboring, 
on the sole l(round that part of his salary was 
paid by an Endeavor Society ! Their period­
icals (of which, by the way, there is only one 
of sufficient influence to deserve notice, and 
it a very minor one, as compared with the 
other puhlications of the brotherho_od) do 1,1ot 
publish news from those congregations which 
use instrumental music, pay the preacher a 
fixed salary, maintain the· Endeavor and 
Sunday School, and contribute to missionary 
societi .. s. The result of all this is that they have 
no influence in 1he brotherhood or in the re­
ligious world. Their services attract few 
outsiders, and denominationalism simply 
ignores their plea for union. The restoration 
movement has passed them by, and they have 
been "left behind, a narrow, dwindling, 
moribund sect. 11 Their way has led, or is 
rapidly leading "to a hard and exclusive and 
stunted life-to an encrustation of tradition, 
and the development of a rancorous contro­
v~rsialism. These. is no life in it, no faith, 
no hope, no love, no fellowship with the 
living and breathing spirit which will ani­
mate the restored and united church-only 
the cold and fruitless self-satisfaction of a 
shrivelled up logic." 
• This school is the (ruit of the theory which 
demands absolute and unreasoning conform­
ity to every petty detail of first century 
~hristianity, and ignores the practical need 
of the adaptation of methods .to current needs. 
The· sam.e theory bas a strong bold upon a 
large portion of the brotherhood in ~ustralia. 
There are two differences, however-the 
theory has had forty years longer to develop 
in America, and it has taken some more 
extreme and aosurd positions there than 
here. Still, there ar~ .som~ pojnts in which 
the positions of this school have dictated the 
policies of the brotherhood here, and have 
carried them to an attitude as rigid and 
repellant as any adopted by the adherents 
of this view in America. Close c.ommunion 
is one of these. The exclusivenesa of plat­
form and pulpit is another. The refusal to 
accept a voluntary and unsolicited offering 
from a conscientious unimmersed believer or 
an innocent child is still another. The 
brethren are perfectly sincere in these posi­
tions, but their sinc!!rity • did not prevent 
them from assuming a position that was not 
only unwarranted by the Scriptures, but was 
also a prejudice to the cause. It,was for the 
purpose of contributing to the neutraljsation 
of this tendency, encouraging growing ininds 
in the brotherhood to depart from it, and 
accelerating our present rate of growth 
toward a larger, a· more charitable, a more 
consistent view-in a word,' a· more Scrip­
tura_l a)?plication of'the ple~-that the essay 
was written. ' ' 

Several of the reviewers and critics have 
joined with Bro. Ewers in taking· exception 
to the e~sayist's statement that it manifests a 
sectarian spirit for us " to suppose that we 
are right and other religious ·bodies· are 
wrong." Those who so except practically 
charge the essayist with the bald absurdity 
of condemning· a man for believing that his 
b~liefs are true, Of course, if a man be­
lieves a thing, he thinks his belief is true 
This is such a self-evident proposition that 
common sense should have told the review­
ers . they were on the wr~>ng tack. But if 

our beliefs~es~cially in ~atters of opinion 
and precarious 1_nterpretahon - are so im. 
movably rooted m our minds as not to ad­
mi.t of a fair re-examination, are we not pre­
judiced? If we condemn a man, and call 
him II disobedient 11 (the very word of some • 
o_f the review~rs), and refuse.him our Chris. 
ttan fellowship and fraternity, while he is 
perfectly honest in his lack of obedi nee and 
that lack is due to his never having , ee~ the 
force of our premises, and not to any wilful 
disloyalty-is not this a sectarian attitude? 
and is not this the natural meaning of the 
language of the essay? We would sound a 
warning, too, lest any should think again 
that the essayist is here fighting a man of 
straw. It is much easier to say that we 
should have this open mind for the position 
of our opponents, than it is to have it. It is 
very easy to declare our willingness to re­
ceive truth from any source; hut the declar­
ation is stultified by our ignoring the great 
degree in which we may learn of divine 
sovereignty from Calvin, of divine grace . 
from Knox, or of the Spirit-filled life from 
Wesley. 

The reviewer is "obliged to dissent" from 
the essayist's statement : "Th_e only safe 
ground on which we can close our pulpits to 
a pious and wise p.edobaptist preacher would 
be the assumption that he is more liable to 
error than we; and wh.it a world of conceit 
is there in that assumption!'' But (lame 
dissent !) the reviewer presents no otke', 
ground, and pleads guilty to the conceit in 
the assumption ! He urges that the pa:do­
baptist would be more liable to error than 
~e in estimating the importance of argu­
ments in favor of infant baptism. The 
essayist admits that he thinks so too; and 
he also admits that tber·e may be a good 
deal of unconscious cone· it in his thinking 
so. On the other hand, he thinks that nine 
of our preachers out of ten would find allu­
sions to immersion where 1,1one existed, and 
would often overestimate their value; and 
that they would be likely to underestimate. • 
the points of similarity between the old and 
new covenants. But does the one instance 
cited by the reviewer, in which the predo­
baptist would be a less safe guide than we, 
prove that he would be so in other instances? 
Does one swallow make a summer? Again, 
would a predobaptist be likely to ·preach a 
sermon on infant baptism in one Qf our 
pulpits ? or if he did, would he be invited 
again ? The same courtesy would be due 
from either side to the other in this case. 
The predobaptist's allusions to baptism, in 
any sermon which he might preach in our 
churches, would presuppose his view of the 
ordinance; just as our allusions would pre­
suppose our view. But it would be entirely 
unnecessary, to say the least of it, for either 
to preach a formal and explicit ser~on, 
presenting his• view of' the matter,' when 
vi~ting the other party. Common sense 
an_d courtesy would easily regul~te these 
thmgs. 

In conclusion, we would quote the_ co_m· 
m~nt of the reviewer, which is exactly 10 hoe 
with the positions really taken in the essay : 

" Our view of the whole subject will depend upoo 
our conception of the plea. If tbis Is slaiplJ 
the union of belleven, everything mtlat be sub­
aervlent to tbat cardinal idea. Bill lf OW' plea 
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~toration of primitive Chri'!tianity i~ 

15 d to Christian union, we shall seek to as. or er 
•n and occupy the New Testament plat• certlll 

Tbis does not mean 'a hard, stunted 
forlll• • f d. • d h 
1
.1 an encrus!allon o Ira 11,on, an I e devel-
1 e, I . 

1
. 

ent of a rancorous con roversta tsm,' or 
~~= cold and fruitless self-satisfaction of a 
hrivelled-up logic.' 11 means the glad recog-
~ .tion of ail that is Christ-like among believers 
n1 . r all parties, hearty co-operat,on with them in 
0

11 matters wherein all occupy common ground 
• nd hal'e a common object, and even rejoicing, a . . 
like Paul, however Christ ts preached, 'whether 
in pretence or in truth.' It means the cultil'a­
tion of the spirit of unity as well as, and in 
order to, the advocacy of organic union, and at 

·tbe same time a loving but uncompromising 
presentation of the New Testament teaching 
on the importance and practicability of such 
union." 

8. W. L. JoHNsToN's REVIEW. 

This is in unison with the purpose of the 
essay at e~e~y ~ssential ~oint. Its funda­
mental posttton 1s a negative paraphrase of 
that positively expressed in the essay : " Un­
less, howe~er, the cbur~h ~mbraces the plea 
of the disciples of Chnst, 1t cannot become 
acceptable to God as bis universal church." 
The reviewer emphasises the essayist's warn. 
in~ concerning our general attitude. He 
pomts out the growth of the catholic spirit, 
and adds very pertinently : " Let this pro­
gress continue and it will he found that the 
Christian world will presently consist of two 
classes with but bne distinguishing doctrine 
-immersion." He gives the current move­
ment credit for a portion of this progress­
rather too modestly, we think, if the reflex 
influence of American tt:ought upon British 
and Australian theology be taken into con­
sideratiun. 

Near the close of the review he says: 
"The scheme (of the essay) appears to be 
one of intellectual devisement_ only, seeing 
the arguments are nowhere backed up by 
divine revelation." Pausing only to note 
the fact that the essay presented no "scheme" 
at all, but only an appeal, we must say that 
we do not see how the proposals advanced 
could have had other than "intellectual 
devisement," even if they had been ... backed 
up by divine revelation " explicitly quoted. 
Intellect is necessary to apprehend and apply 
the Scriptures, and to shape our course in 
matters not covered by the Scriptures. 
Intellect is nothing but common sense. 
When the u.e of the mind departs from 
common sense, it ceases to be intellect, and 
becomes nonsense. The drawing of a con• 
!rast between intellect and the Scriptures, as · 
tf the two were naturally in antagonism, has 
been responsible! for half the errors and 
divisive hobbies of Christendom. 
• We would repeat the reviewer's exhort-
ation: . 

"Let us be diligent and vigilant tbeo In the per­
formance of our high and _glorious trust, le~t 
the great court of beaveo should pass a motioo 
of oo-coofideoce in us, aod supplant us by 
otben who will administer tbe constitution of 
the church as divinely enacted." 

9• M. w. GREEN'S REVIEW, 
T~i& cannot be called. a review-at least, 

not Ill any complete sense of the word .. It is 

r~ther 3:n a!,tem~t u to. see a way through the 
difficulties. Discussion of it is needless , 
an~ so, as a strict reply, this section of th~ 
review ,shout~ end here at the beginning. 
But the essayist cannot refrain from comment 
u~on the spirit of this review, and from using 
this as the text for some further comment 
up~n the general tenor of some of the other 
reviews. 

As Bro. Gr~en re~d the essay, he rerceived 
an _ap_parent _mcons1stency between the dis­
cla1mmg note and the outspoken advocacy of 
open commun!on in the body of the essay. 
lnste~d of disregarding, the note, tacitly 
a~cusmg the essayist of deliberfite incon• 
st~tency_, and assailing what would seem to 
hn~,. without the note, to be the essayist's 
J)?Sltlon, Bro: Green very wisely and judi, 
c10usly takes 1t for granted that the essayist 
means to ~e consistent, and suspends judg­
m~nt pendmg a fuller explanation. It is_ very 
evident that the reviewer fully grasps the 
gen~ral te~or an~ purport of the essay, 
reahses with the essayist that great diffi­
culties stand in the way of union-difficulties 
only aggravated by excommunicating those 
who disagree with us-and heartily sym­
pathises with the essayist's eftort to approach 
those difficulties appreciatively. In this case 
at leac;t the essayist does not seem to have 
"shown a lack of sympathy with the modes 
of thought of one to whom he appealed." 
This reviewer may disagree with the essayist 
as to close communion ; but if he does, the 
disagreement will not be of the a priori kind 
which presupposes that one's opponent is 
ex ipso facto guilty of every sin in the logical 
calendar. We thank this reviewer for his 
he8:rty, manly and courteous, albeit too brief 
review. 

His judiciousness is in such marked con­
trast to the hruity condemnation visited upon 
tho essay and essayist by some of the other 
reviewers that this is_ deemed a fitting occa• 
sion for pointing a warning in regard to them. 
As has been seen, some of the reviews-par• 
ticularly those in the CHRISTIAN of Oct. 15-
abounded in the most glaring misinterpreta­
tions and misapplications of the essay's lan­
guage. Again, and once for all, the essayist 
avows his willingness to bear. the blame, 
wherever an inadvertent use of ambiguous 
or inapt terms, or a faulty rhetorical and 
logical construction, has really been respon• 
sible for, this mi,interpretation. So far as 
the essay i~ its· If is concerned, the essayist 
is willing to rest .his case with this section of 
the review. If the readers condemn it, it 
must stand condemned. Neither the essay: 
ist's reputation nor the position for which he 
is contending is staked upon _the pub! shed 
essay. That may now live or die upon its 
own merits. 

But there were many misinterpretations 
for which neither the language nor the 
rhetoric of the essay was responsible. Hastily 
and unwarrantably, propositions have l een 
attributed to the essayist which were utterly 
foreign both to the context and to the mean­
ing or the word~. In nearly eve_ry in~tance, 
this error has ansen from the reviewer s con• 
sidering the essay while having in his mind a 
contrast different from that in the mind of 
the essayist, and readi11g tltis false contrast i11to 
the text of the essay. This is a yery common 
logical and exegetical blunder, and one utterly 

fatal to correct and impartial interpretation. 
The frequent com~ission of_ it ~~ows a lack 
of that poise, caution, and Jt1d1c1ousnes~ of 
mind which men have a right to expect m a 
public teacher. 

Now when we come to consider the ques• 
tion of close communion upon its own merits, 
we shall see that two of the fallacies which 
lie at the basis of that practice are of this 
kind-the fallacy of false contrast. The mind 
that is prone, through injudiciousness or 
traditionalism, to read false contrasts into 
the text of a secular writer, is apt to do the 
same with the Scriptures. The essayist tries 
to speak with due modesty in saying that he 
has never before been accused of lacking 
either the willingness or the ability to say 
what he means. If then we find his utter• 
ances so misinterpreted by the reviewers, 
chiefly through this blunder of false contrast, 
need we be surprised to find their interpreta­
tion of the Scriptures fallacious in the same 
respect ? and should we not be rather cautious­
about following their !t:ad in inferences from 
the Scriptures, without first carefully exam­
ining the contrasts from which their inferences 
are drawn ? \Ve think this warning is a 
pertinent and necessary one before proceeding 
to a detailed consideration of the qU£stion of 
close communion. • 

(To be continued.) 

The Qti~st. 
Awld foolish questJom . , . for they are uoprofitabl, 

· • aad vaia.-Titus 3 : g. 
---o---
G, B, MOYSEY. 

QuERY,-Please explain Gen. 4: 16, 17. 
If Adam and Eve were the only two persons 
on the earth, where did Cain get his wife 
from? 

REPLY.-There is nothing in the narrative 
to show that Adam and Eve were the only 
persons on the earth save Cain, and the fact 
that the latter is said to have married a wife 
is.fairly clear evidence that there was at least 
another person on the earth at that time. No 
doubt Cain did what hundreds of better men 
did in those ancient days, as witness the case 
of Abraham himself (see Gen. 5: 12), viz., 
married his sister. The fact that no daughters 
are mentioned as born to Adam and Eve 
during the first 130 years of their lives is no 
proof that they were daughterless. In the 
line from Adam to Noah, during a period of 
over 1000 years, and in the course of ten 
generations, no daughter is mentioned as 
having been born before the particular son, 
who because of some pre-eminence is named. 
Yet surely this does not prove that in none 
of these generations was a daughter born 
before a son. The same peculiar fact is 
noticeable in the ten generations from Noah 
to Abraham (Gen. II). Doubtlesi, when 
Cain went out. from the presence of the 
Lord and dwelt in the land of Nod he took 
his wife with him, and that she was one of 
his sisters. There is no evide11ce whatever 
that he found her in the land of Nod. 

QuERY,-What authority have we for 
electing elders and deacons ? 

REPLY.-An answer to this question is 
found in the editorial of the CHRISTIAN, No, 
-47, present year, 

• 
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The Leader. 
Stand ye ID the wa~ and au, and uk for the 014 

paths.-Jeremiah 6: 16. 
---o---

Dcnominational Union. 
The current number of the Wesleyan 

Spectator has a short article on "Baptists·and 
Union," in which it says that" a. ·somewhat 
curious illustration of the saying ' extremes 
meet' is afforded in the fee~ing which exists 
that the two great hindrances to union are 
the Baptists on the one hand, and the High 
Church party on the other. The Baptists 
cling tenaciously to a particular mode in the 
administration of an external rite,· and the 
High Church makes claim to special preroga­
tives, which admit of no compromise, These 
sheet anchors hold, and offer powerful resist­
ance to the great tide, which flows towards 
denominational union," That this is a fair 
statement of the case as it now stands appears 

to us very much open to questio~, ':':~ ~ave take in cQPfounding union with unity, They 
watched the "flowing of the tide 10 the do not understand that there may be union 

b b t b n able to without unity. direction of union, ut ave no ee , 
discover that the position assumed by the For instance, the Austrian empire is co . 
two bodies mentioned has had any material posed of a union of different nationaliti: 
effect in stopping the flow of the tide in _the but it would be a mistake to suppose tha~ 
direction in which it was seen to be movmg. because of this union the people are united. 
It has been evident to those who have been The very reverse of this is true. Austria is 
observant of the trend of things that the a notable example of a disunited people. 
movement in the direction of union has been The union is a political one and only main. 
chiefly confined to three religious organisa- tained by force. Race hatred is the great 
tions known as Presbyterians, Methodists disturbing element aod may eventually lead 
and Congregationalists. Outside of these, to the disintegration of. the empire. Here 
there has been no practical evidence of any it may be observed, we have a union brou~h; 
intention of going with the flowing tide. about and maintained by force in which, of 
Only optimists of the most vivid kind had necessity, the idea of unity is impossible. -
any expectaHon that the union movement, The illustration, however, will serve to show 
for the present at least, would extend beyond that it is not safe to use the words, un:on 
the three bodies mentioned. That union and unity, as e,1uivalent terms. Even a 

might be achieved with them was felt to be union voluntarily agreed to for a specific 
possible in the near future. The differences purpose cannot be regarded as unity if the 
that separated them were not regarded by the parties concerned have only agreed to a tern. 
impartial observer as being insuperable. porary truce. It is the wise Lore! Bacon 
The conferences that had been held by their who quaintly says:-" There be two false 
representative men had been of • the most peaces or unities : the one, when the peace is 
favorable kind, and altogether the outlook grounded upon implicit ignorance; for all 
seemed very promising. And this is the colors will agree in the dark ; the other, 
point we are desirous of emphasising, namely, when it is pieced up upon a direct admission 
that the attitude of the Baptists and the of contraries in fundamental points. For 
High Church party cannot offer any powerful truth and falsehood, in such things, are like 
resistance, or any resistance at all, to the the iron and clay in the toes of Nebucbad­
consummation of the union of the three nezzar's image ; they will cleave, but they 
bodies alluded to. will not incorporate." In the Christian con-

It is true, of course, so far as the ception of things it is the higher thought of 
wider union is concerned-a union embracing unity that is presented before us as the goal 
the whole of Christendom-that every op- to be attained. Christ himself gives us the 
posing section to this idea makes the possi- true definition of unity. "That they all may • 
bility of this union increasingly difficult, and be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
it may be that the holding aloof of the Bap- thee, that they also may be one in us; that 
tists and High Church party form the two the world may believe that thou hast sent 
greatest hindrances to it, but it is well to me." Here, the unity of believers is pre• 
remember that there are other forces to be sented to us as being hke the unity of the 
reckoned with before the union of Christen- Father with the Son. Unity of disposition, 
dom can be said to. be_ within measurable of thought and of purpose. And this Christian 
distance of realisation:·: ·The tendency to ,-)~nity is . the great moral miracle that will 
ignore this fact is not a very hopeful sign of .~onquer the world. . • 
the realisation of a wider union in the years It must never be forgotten t~at this unity 
to come. Leaving this thought foi: the has a definite purpose in view. As an ex• 
present, we are confronted with another pression of Christian oneness it is to "con­
phase of the subject that finds expression in vince the world." In order to do this it must 
the words "denominational union." This be genuine, No "make believe," such as 
idea, at the present time, &eems to have come denomina1ional union, can be expected to 
from Mr. Pearce Carey, the Baptist preacher, produce such a wonderful result. The world 
and is offered as a sort of compromise. What is shrewd enough to see the difference between • 
is understood as organic union not being the true and the false. It is the existence of 
possible, denominational union is suggested denominations as such that is an offence t_o 
as a substitute. That is to say, that a feder- it. It is not a mere external union that it 
ation of churches should be formed in which demands,but a unity that expresses oneness of 
all the denominations concerned preserve tbought, more particularly in regard to mat• 
their distinctive differences, It is quite pos- ters pertaining to salvation. When it asks 
sible, of ~ourse~ to con~eive ·of such a thing how men are to be saved, it expects, and ex­
and call. it _a union, but it would not be unity. peels rightly, to hear one voice and not 1 

And this 1& where many people make a mis- BabeL It wants no discordant yoice& and 
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----- • h f Practices m sue ques tons as that of 
diverse B"bl • t . , .• ptisnl• If the 1 e 1s . a reve ahon from 
LI"' it says, such quE'shons should not be 
heaven, N h I tter of dispute. or s ou d they be. If 
a ma Jain teaching of the New Testament 
1he p h ,.· . accepted upon t e SUuJect, the dispute 
were. U' .. Jd be ended at once. n1ortunately 1t is 
wotu The responsibility for any diversity that 
no• h .• ts rests with those w o make the church 
extS h" h I •• d tradition 1g er aut 1onhes than the 
an S d New testa'.11ent. ome ay ~he churches 

Y 
see ahke on these queshons. ,vhtn 

nia b 'b they do, unity may e poss1 I~, uut not till 
then, Canon· Henson has said many wise 
things ori the question of union, and not 
the least wise is the following : " The reform-
tion of the church must be slowly reached 

a . f . 
by the reformation o its several members ; 
the reunion of the church must be the crown 
and climax of its reformation. Therefore, 
~part from all schemes of ecclesiastical re­
union which, as matters now stand, are 
wholly chimerical, and perhaps even mis­
chievous, there is a duty plainly laid upon us 
as members of the church of Christ. \Ye are 
to reform ourselves, to get at peace among 
ourselves, to realise our own responsibilities; 
and thus we are to work towards better rela­
tions with our separated brethren. If we are 
fanatical contenders for or against mere non­
essentials .... we are the abettors of division. 
Jf we are indifferent to truth we are the 
champions of schism .... Vv e need the cleans­
ing- grace of God, we need his winnowing 
fan, we need his purging fire. What right 
have we to prate of reunion while we cling to 
our corruptions and hallow our , heresies ?" 
Let this process of cleansing, winnowing and 
purging go on, and unity will come, for truth 
will then be triumphant. 

From The Field. 
The field fa the world.-Matt. J3, 38, 

---o---
Queensland. 

c·HAIITERS TowERs.-W.e ha~ the pleasure of bap­
tising a sister on her own confession into the blessed 
name of Jesus on Sa1urday night, Nov. 21st. On 
Lord's day ev_ening, Nov. 22nd, one elderly man stood 
up io the gospel meeting and confessed Jesus as the 
Son of God, and was immersed into his name. We 
believe there are more to foilow shortly. 

No~. 23. J. SMITH. 
Ro111..-A baptismal service was held last Wednes­

day evening, when Sister Long was immersed by 
James Saunders before many witnesses, and was re­
ceived into fellowship Lord's day morning. At the 
ev • • enmg service llro. Saunders preached am able 
addr~s on "Temperance " which was greatly ap~ 
Precated. ' 

NoY. 23. L. A. HosK1Ns. 

BRJ&BANE, -The a vcrano attendance at morning 
meer " tog, ia higher than ever and al gospel 
llleeti ' 0&• fairly good, and al our Wednesday prayer 

AUSTlxALIAN CHRISTIAN. 
~eetl~g the altendance is improving. We have also 
i~ we come from Maryborough, Q., our Bro. Bell, who 

a good worker and acceptable speaker The 
church at Maryborough bas suffered a loss by bis 
removal, but the cause in Brisbane has gained. Our 
brolher, th0ugh only a few weeks in Brisbane has. 
add d h ' resse t e church at morning meeting, took 1he 
pl.at form at gospel meeting, and last Lord's day visited 
Z tllmere, ~peaking there. He also gave an interesting 
a~dress_ on Wednesday last, which was listened to 

workers. A good programme of songs and recitalions 
was gone through. Presentations were made to E. 

• Grinitbs, Sister M. Morley, E. J. ·waters and Sister 
Waters. The presentations were suitably acknow­
ledged, and a very enjoyable meeting was brought to 
a close by singing, "God be with you till we meet 
again," after which light refreshment was handed 
around. 

Nov. 22. W.S P. 

with rapt attention by those present. 
Nov. 22. A.S.W. 

-o---
New South Wales. 

~Y~NEY.-On Thursday, • Nov. 19th, a Foreign 
M1ss1onary meeting under the auspices or the Sisters' 
Conforence Committee was held at Mrs, Hindle's 
house, Cavendish-streel, Stanmore. The subject for 
the altcrnoon was, "The Islands." A large number 
or sisters were present, and all were much interested 
in the subject. In the absence of Mrs. Gale (who 
was called away), Mrs. Walden read Mrs. Gale's 
paper on the subject, describine the habits of the 
heathen nalives, also a lelter from missionary John 
Thompson, in Pentecost. The description of the 
interior of the native huts, and their way or disposing 
of their dead, was particularly revolting. We had 
with us·a Miss Price, a Bap1ist sister who has always 
been interested in Foreign Missions and who spent 
some time among the islands and stayed at several 
Presbyterian mission stations lhere. Her descrip­
tions were very interesting, and after giving 'us a 
short address, she answered a number of questions 
about the islands, put by those present. We also had 
the pleasure of listening to solos by Miss Walker 
(Petersham), Mrs. Lee (Marrickville), and Mrs. 
Shearston (Paddington), while Miss Kingsbury (En­
more) presided at the piano. Votes of thanks were 
passed to Miss Price for her address, the sisters who 
supplied the music, and Mrs. Hindle for her kindness 
not only in lending her drawing-room and giving us 
afternoon tea, but in gelling up such an enjoyable and 
instructive programme. A collection was taken up 
by the only brother present-Mr. Walden-and -
amounted to £r/ 16/-, which will be donated towards a 
boat for Bro. Thompson in Pentecost Island. 

Nov. 22. 
SYDNEY.-The annual fiower service of the City 

Temple Bible School was held on Sunday, Nov. 22nd. 
The chapel was nicely decorated with fiowers and 
green foliage. The service of song, " Hidden 
Treasures," was rendered by ·the scholars, while D. 
R. Hall read the narrative, of. which he was the 
author. After the service the flowers brought by the 
scholars were distributed to the poor of the neighbor­
hood, and a heart}' Invitation to the gospel meeting 
extended to them. Bro. Dickson preached a special 
sermon in the evening, when more choruses were 
given by the scholars, The colleclion in aid of the 
hospitals amounted to {4/6/6. 

Nov. 23. S. Gou. 
MARRICKVILLE.-Large attendance at worship• yes­

terday morning. D. R. Hall, M.L.A., gavl'I an in, 
structive address on" Ministry." One received into 
membership. Very fine meeting at night, One bap­
tism and one confession. 

Nov. 23. RouERT C. G1u1ouR. 

CoRoWA.-The church held a social evening on the 
17th inst., to bid farewell to E. Griffiths, E. J. 
Waten,, and Sisters E. J. ·waters and M. Morley. 
Bro. Way occupied the chair and spoke in highest 
praise of the departing brothers and sisters. He was 
.,,rry that tho church waa losio1 auch valullblo 

New Zealand. 
J{AITANGATA.-We have had a send-off social to 

Bro. and Sister Greenhill, who are leaving for Mel­
bourne through ill-health. We had a very enjoyable 
evening on October 27th. Bro. Greenhill was pre­
sented with a very nice umbrella from the Home 
Mission Executive; Sister Greenhill, a pair of butter 
knives and case, also from Executive. Bro. Greenhill 
was also presented with a small loken from the church. 
We have had a visit from Bro. Alcorn of Invercargill, 
also Bro. Rix of Burnside. The officers decided to 
bold a short mission while Dreo. Alcorn and Rix 
were with us, which- resulted in . four additions by 
faith and Qbedience, and three restored. 

Nov. r5. E. RoGERS. 
NllLSoN,-We are sure that the brotherhood gener­

ally, and very many readers of lhe CHRISTIAN, will 
be anxious to hear the latest news concerning J. J. 
Franklyn. \Ve are thankrut to say lhat he is now 
recovering from a long and serious illness. The 
trouble was in the first place a severe cold, !urning lo 
pleurisy. ·when the doctors ·were c.1lled in, they 
discovered that he was suffering from hydatids. For 
ten weeks he had to lie on his bed, but he is now 
able to walk a little. We pray for his complete 
restoration to health. Bro. Lewis is doing most of 
the preaching while our brother is laid aside. There 
are some on the point of deciding for Christ. The 
Wednesday night meeting is well attended. 
, Nov. 16. W.R.G. 

At1CKLAND. - Our mission • at Mount Roskill is 
progressing favorably, a contract having been let 
for a building to seat 150 at a cost of about £300, and 
we expect to have the opening services early in the 
New Year. As a number of members live in this 
dislrict, the branch church will start with a nucleus 
of good members. Several additions by faith and 
obedience have to be reported, under the preaching of 
C. Watt, who with the advent of fine weather has 
already held tlie first of this season's Park meetings, 
and purposes holding them fortnightly during the fine 
season. Last year they were produclive of good. 
Leslie Hadfield, of Dunedin, has accepted the 
offer to labor in this field as second evangelist, in con­
j unction with Bro. Watt, beginning with the New 
Year. 
. Nov. 14. H.N.B. 

DuNEUJN,-At the close of M. W. Green's dis­
course on the" Sinner's Friend" this evening (Nov.· 
22nd), an elderly and a young woman made the good 
confession. 

SrRtNG GR0VE.-On November 9th the annual tea 
in connection with our Bible School was held. At 
the public meeting in the evening the room was 
found to be too sinall to accommodate the crowd. 
John Griffith, the superintendent, presided, and a 
capital programme of recitation~, singing, etc, was 
rendered. F. V. Knapp and Elijah Griffith gave 
excellent' addresses. J. Griffith was presented with a 
Teacher's Bible and a large print New Testament by 
the teachers and the Bible Class. Bro. Griffith 
bas been connected with this scnool for the past 
twenty-eight yean, most of tbo lime as 1uperin-
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tendent. On the following Wednesday evening a 
social was held for the benefit or those unable to gel 
to the tea. Bro. Lewis presided, and a most enjoyable 
evening was spent. On November 8th, afier an 
address lo the young by llro. Griffith, two Bible 
School scbolan confessed Christ. 

a large assembly, by R. Woolcock. The bri_dal pair 
are members of the church al Balaklava, but as this 
Is the bride's parental home, and the plac~ where she 
early united with the Christian church, ll was most, 
appropriate that the marriage should take place here. 

Nov. 25. R.W. 
Nov. 16. A.G.K, 
C11R1sTCHURC11.-Sincc I last wrole four have been 

bapli,ed. We are now called upon lo part with our 
esteemed evangelist, Bro. Manifold, who bas done 
much good work amongst us. He leaves io about a 
month's lime to work at Pahiatua. Bro. Judd will 
carry on the gospel meetings until we secure the 
services of another evangelist. A successful social 
and &ale of work was held recently. Last Lord's day 
we had with us Bren. Walker and Williams, from 
Sydney, and Bro. Binney, from South Aubtralia. 

Nov. 20. G.l'.l'. 
-o-

Victoria. 

BARKER'& CR.1!.1!.K.-\Ve have again started a week­
night gospel meeting at Faraday. On last Tuesday 
night Bro. Connor gave a splendid sermon, and after 
the meeting a young man decided for Christ, and on 
Lord's day morning be was baptised into Christ. 

Nov. 16. A.E.G. 
. SouTH YARRA.-Since last report we have had 12 

additions, 6 by faith and baptism, and 6 by letter. 
The preaching bas been done by several brethren, 
lately by D. Pittman, E. F. Ryall, and H. Carter. The 
audiences have been good, and there seems to be a 
good amount of interest. On Nov. 3rd we held our 
church and school picnic at Clayton, Bro. Stewart 
allowed us the use of his paddock there, and did all 
he could to make it a pleasant day's outing for us. 

J.T.E. 
SEVILU,-We had the pleasure of a visit from Bro. 

and Sister Rutledge from North Richmond, and we 
spent a profitable hour around the table of the Lord. 
Bro. Rutledge gave us a short address. There are 
only five of us meeting regularly now; sometimes 
three members come from South Wandin, a distance 
or seven miles. We hold out meetings in the after­
noon to suit all parties; so as we have a train run­
ning on Sundays now, if any of the brethren or sisters 
would like to spend a day with us we would be glad 
to see them, as the train returns in the evening about 
7 o'clock from here. 

Nov. 29. W. J. PARKER. 
, NEWMARKET.-The tent mission closed on Sunday 

night, when there was one confession. The actual 
additions during the five weeks' mission were 8 by 
(aith and baptism, 2 by restoration, and 3 more are to 
be baptised; total, 13. This is not what we expected, 
but we must be content. On Monday evening a fare• 
well social was held to bid God-speed to Bren. 
Harward and Pittman, and the prayers of the church 
at Newmarket go with them to S. Richmond. 

nee. 1.- A.W.S. 
---.o---

South Australia. 

LoNG PLAIN.-Three of our younc people were 
baptised Jul Lord's day morning, and were added lo 
the church. l'rc;vious baptisms have taken place al 
Mallala, ten miles away ; but we arc now able to bear 
witness for Christ in this ordinaucc in our own 
meeting house. 

Nov. 2.5. R.W. 

KADINA,-One received into fellowship. Two from 
Moonta were baptised in the evening. We visited 
Hews again last week, and bad anolher decision. 
Two who have made the confession at Moonta are 
waiting till the new baptistery is ready. 

Nov, 29. W. MoFFl1', 
BRoMrToN PARK.-Tbe me\:tings have been con­

tinued each Sunday evening with a fair amount of 
success. Last night two lads from the Hindmarsh 
Sunday School confosscd their faith in Christ. 

Nov. 30. s. 
PRosrl!.CT.-After a good meeting to-night one 

confessed Christ. Splendid sermon by P. Pittman. 
General regret is expre~sed al his early departure 
from S.A. 

Nov. 29. J.C.W. 
---o---

w est Australia. 
• SUBIACO.- Large audiences assembled on Lord's 

day, Nov. 1st., the occasion being the opening of the 
enlarged buildings and celebration of the fifth 
anniversary. Brethren Lucraft (morniqg), Hagger 
(afternoon), and Banks (evening), were the speakers. 
The chapel is now 70ft. x 3oft., still it was found 
impossible to accommodate all who attended. At the 
close of the evening service there was one confession. 
On Wednesday, Nov. 4th, the opening tea was held. 
It was a success. After some hundreds had partaken 
or the good things provided, a large audience listened 
to addresses from Brethren Ewers, Payne and Hagger . 
on •• Church Extension." Tht secretary's report 
showed that good work had been done during the 
year, over 100 members having been added by faith 
and obedience. The present membership is 2og 

H.J.B. 

ttome ftiission Sunday. 
r-®@~ 

.llnnual Collection. 
Special Thankoffering on 

,ti ,ti LORD'S DAY, 

3rd January, 19011 
EXPENSES, £ 125 MONTHLY. 

£350 REQUIRED. £350 

MALLALA.-Uur chapel was the scene o( a very 
interesting event on .Nov .. 111th, when lJ. Thorpe and 
A. Hurla were ualled io marrl,ge, In the prennce or 

Please enclose your contribution in this 
Envelope, and hand in on above date, If 
you cannot be at the meeting, send lo your 
Church Treasurer, or lo the Conference 
Treasurer, 

W. Q, CRA.IGIB, 
259 Little Colllas-st., Melbourne. 

A ,,.,,111 Pri111, M tlbou,111. 

Kere and There. 
Here a little ancl there a little,-lsalah 23 1 10 

----:o:,---- • 
One confession al Brunswick, Sunday night. 
Paddington mission closed with 74 confessions. 
For College of the Bible meeting see Coming 

Events. 
One confession Sunday night, City Temp!e, Camp. 

bell-street, Sydney. 

There were three confessions al Petersham, N.S w 
on Sunday evening last,· . ·• 

Our usual Almanac is now ready for sending out, 
and we shall be glad lo fill all orders _promptly. 

Lake-street, Perth, reports another addition by 
faith and baptism, being the husband of one of the 
members. 

Campbell Edwards met with the church at Pad. 
dington, N.S.W., last Sunday week, and gave a 
splendid address to the Sunday School. 

The church at Cheltenham intend giving Bro. 1111d 
Sisler Mahon a grand farewell lea anil public meeting 
on Thursday, December 17th. Brethren everywhere 
invited. 

A brother in West Australia sends us an order 
with cash for five hundred "On the ·Rock" for f1u 
distribution in that city. These books are going off 
like hot cakes. 

The Annual Conference of tbe West Moreton 
churches of Christ will be held in tbe Christian 
chapel, Rosewood, Queensland, al 12 o'clock noon, on 
New Year's Day. 

We understand that H. Mahon will close his work 
in Cheltenham on Dec. 20, and will leave shortly 
afterward for Dunedin, New Zealand, where be will 
take up the work in the Tabernacle, Great King-st. 

We would like to remind all Victorian Sunday 
Schools which may require First Principle LeaBels 
that we must have the order by Deaomber 16th. 
We cannot undertake to supply them after that date. 

Notwithstanding that 14,000 copies of " On the 
Rock" have been sold in Australasia, the new and 
cheap editiol! is selling well. Remember that we have 
a large edition now ready which we are anxious to 
send out. 

Western Australian brethren, remember Bunbury 
mission needs your prayers to uphold the workers on 
the spot, and )Our cash to pay the bills-not either, 
but both. Be as prayerful, sincere and practical as 
you can. Golden Offering for H.M. funds-Sunday, 
January 3rd, 1904. 

By the steamer leaving Sydney last Monday Cecil 
McCallum, of Kaniva, Vie., and A. Marshman, of 
Dalkey, S.A., took their departure for the College of 
the Bible, Lexington. We wish them God-speed, 
On their arrival there will be twelve students io the 
college from Australia. 

Owing to Bro. Moysey's-approacbing departure for 
South Australia, be has resigned his position as a 
member of the Home Missionary Committee. His 
resignation was accepted with very much regret, 
Joseph Pittman, who was neitt highest oo the voting at 
the last Conference, has been invited to 611 th0 
position, and he bas consented to do so. 

Hl!scul! ANO l'REV&NTIVE HoM&s.-The r1111de of 
our institution are nearly exhausted. Unless help 
comes speedily the year will close with a batance_on 
the wrong side, We shall be glad to receive Chr15t· 
mas gifts from any who believe we are doing good In 
thla department of the Lord's work. The homes 111 
full of lomates.-J, P1Tn1AN, Armadale, 
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~u~~•~•u•~~•~ 
-'; of our readers owing the Austral !or : 

CHRISTIAN. 

1:!, Tracts, Printing or Subscription for I 
Boo cHRIBTllM are asked to give the mat-
the i ter their immediate attent on, as we need 

J the money to atralghten up accounts for 

! the year, it­
cJfffffffffff~ffffffffffffffa 

A brother asks: "Would it be_ right to allow a 
unbaptised person to officiate at the organ 

Yo0
~g gospel services, provided none of the members 

dunng • '" W d t tb" k • • b ble to play 1t r e o no m It rig t To 
11re • p~rson to engage in a gospel invitation wbicb 
askb•. not accepted is to say the least ridiculous. 
be a, 1 . b d If uooe of the members can pay, It a better be 

left .tone. 
E Griffiths and :,ister Rose Crisp were married on 

No;ember 25th at the residence of the bride's parents, 
. Daodenong. There were present Mr. and Mrs. 
JD Proctor, Misses Ninnes (2), Mrs. Gillespie, Mr. 
.;,d Mrs, Brown, Miss Moysey, Mrs. and Miss Mann, 
Mi51e5 Griffiths (2). Mr. J. Griffiths, Mr. D. Griffiths, 
Mr. •nd Mrs. Chas. Crisp, Mr. G. Love, Mrs. 
Spottiswood, Miss Stewart, Misses Morley (2), Miss 
Horton, Mr. Jabez Thurgood, and A. B. Maston. 

The following little incident shows how that a 
wide awake secretary can, by taking prompt action, 
very materially assist the Home Missions. Hugh 
Grty, secretary of the church at Port Fairy, writes to 
tbe Conference Secretary as follows:-" Seeing the 
state of the Home Mission funds, I brought the 
mailer before the brethren•on Lord's day. We made 
up the sum of £3/8/3: cheque herewith. We may be 
Jble to do more at the beginning of the year " This 
prompt action to relie,·e the exchequer is very com­
mendable. 

A •ery sad incident is reported from America The 
preacher of a church was charged with "the excessive 
use of intoxicants," and when announcing his resigna­
tion, told bis congregation that " he bad learned to 
drink in their homes. The first time he ever tasted 
wine, he said, was at the home of a member of the 
congregation, who was now one of his accusers." No 
man, whatever his position, can afford to play with 
evil. Preachers, in themselves, are as weak as other 
men, and those who tempt them, never dreaming that 
they can come to any harm, may find too late that 
SatJD has used them to destroy a soul. .:• It must 
needs be that offences come: but woe to that man by 
whom the offence cometh!" Matt. 18: 7. 

We trus; that all of our readers who during the 
past three years have been preaching temperance 
will at the forthcoming elections for the Common­
wealth Parliament vote for temperance. We have 
notbinit just now to do with politics in general, but a 
gre,.t moral question like that of 1he drink trade 
should lift itself above politics, and all should vote 
for men who will In Parliament vote for temperance. 
J. G. Barrett has been a life-long temperance advoc,te, 
and can be depended upon to do bis best in this 
direction. Besides, he is one of our own brethren, 
and we trust that when our Victorian readers are 
aelecting their four for the Senate they will give Bro. 
Barrett onr, vote. W. Wilson is standing for the 
Yarra electorate for the House of Representatives, 
and we trust that any of our readers who may live in 
that constituency will give Bro. Wilson their vote 
and influence. 

The following came too late for classification :­
P&no1NGTON, N.S.W.-Our fifteen days' mission 

clo5ed last night, and we had a glorious time. God's 
blessing has attended the work all along. We held 
oPen·air meetings e,•ery night in the week, and we 

~onsider they hav~ helped to make the Indoor meet­
mgs the success they have been. There have been 
confessions at every service, and a deal of interest 
mani~ested by the numbers of questions put in the 
question boxes and answered the following nights. 
We are now belier known in Paddington as a 

·church than ever before. On Sunday, November 
29th, the morning meeting was well attended by 
members and visitors, and llro. Dagley welcomed 
into fellow,hip 29 who had been baptised during the 
wetk. At night we bad a large open-air meeting, and 
when the workers got to the building it was soon 
filled to its utmost capacity. The choir. was in full 
swing, and sang well. Bro Bagley preached with 
great earnestness, and at the close pleaded with 
the people to accept Christ, and our hearts 
rejoiced to see 12 accept the loving Invitation. 
Truly God has blessed our united efforts. The church 
has almost unanimously worked and pnyed for 
suece~s. and God has pro!Jlpted 74 precious souls to 
confess Jesus as their Saviour. Pro. ~agley has 
never r .. iled to declare the whole counsel of God, 
to point out God's will to man and man's duty 
to God, and we believe we shall continue 
to reap, because of the faithful manner in 
which the good seed has been so\l<n. We are all re­
joicing together because the Lord has been good to 
us and has blessed us abundantly. 

Nov. 30. A. W. SHEARSTON. 

Victoria, South Australia, 
New South Wales and 

West Australia 
Home Mission Collections, 

January 3, 1904. 

January 3, J904. 

l,oi•e is alw,Jy.~ costly. It 
will u•it/1/,0/d 11othi11g from the 
object loi•,•d. J,ove fin,/s 110 

adequate expression save iif 
sacrifice. A cheap oi11t111ent 
would 1101 have expressed tl111I 
woman's love for Jesus, A11y­
thi11g less th1111 the best she 
could offer u1011/il 1101 have 
sufficed. Nothi11g done out of 
pure love for Christ is ever 
wasted. TJ1e fmgrance of that 
sj,ike1111rd poured out 11j,011 the 
head of our Lori/ has filled all 
the tc•orld "'"I all the Christia11 
ce11t11ries. The heart of Jesus 
/11111gered for. /1111111111 love then 
as it 110 doubt does to-day-a 
love that finds expression. iii 
deeds of sacrifice i11 his 11(1111e 
for the welfare of l111111anity. 
Shall we co1111t that too costly 
u•hich is 11ecessary to t/11: 
progress of his ki11gdo111? Not 
1/ we low accor,li11g to the 
,1111011111 forgit•e11 11s. 

January 3, J 904. 

Hew Sout!i Wale■ want■ £100, 
Yiotoria £360, 8th. Au■tralia 

and We■t Australia 
all the ohurchea oan tlve. 

' .) 

We have now a few copies of Canright on Seventh 
Day Adventism Renounced which we can send to 
those needing them. • Two copies in paper, 3/· post 
free: cloth 4/-, by post 4/6. 

.We have now our cheap edition of ON THE ROCK 
ready for sending out. The price Is 3d., by post 4d. 
Anyone buying 50 copies and over we will send them 
for 3d. post or carriage paid. An) one takiog 5oo 
copies we will place them on board steamer carriage 
paid to nearest seaport for 2d. each. Just imagine a 
book of 194 pages for 2d. It is neatly gotten-up, so 
that you need not be ashamed to give a copy to the 
Governor-General. 

Coming Evmts. 
01.rvc tu ti.ma of tlaalt COIIWlf,-Jer_••l•b I: 7 

DECEMBER I & 5. - There will be a Sale or 
Wol'k in connection with the Ladies' Dol'cas, in 
Lygo,; Street Chapel, on December 4 and ~ . 
Afternoon and E\'ening, commencing at 3 o'clock. 
All mcmhel's of the neighboring churches cordially 
invited. 

DECEMBER 7.-A HOME MISSION RALLY 
will be held on Monday next, December 7th, at 
Swanston-stl'ect Chapel, 8 p.m. Speakers: H. G. 
Harward, A. 8. Maston and J. \V. Baker. Musical 
items by Lygon-street Quartette Party. 

DECEMBER 8.-Y.P.S.C.E., North Fitzroy, cele­
brate their first Anniversary on Tuesday, December 
8th. Good speal1crs. Bright mceti_ng. Come and 
spend a pleasant and profltable eve111ng. 

DECEMBER 15.-FAREWELL to H. MAHO'.1., 
in Temperance Hall, Russell-st., Dec. 15th, at 8 p.m. 
Chairman, J. Pittman. Speakers: Senator Barrett, 
J. Hunt, \Vm. \Vilson and F. \V. Greenwood. Sclec• 
tions by Lygon-street Quartctte Party. anJ others. 
Free. Collection. • 

DECEMBER 15.- COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE. 
The Annual Demonstration and P1·csentation of 
First Diploma will take place at Lygon-st. Chapel, 
Carlton, on Tuesday, December l:ith, :,t 8 p.m. 
Representative Student speakers. 

DECEMBER 17. -·JOHNSTON STREET. -A 
Monster Valedictory Tea Meeting to terminate the 
work of the church :1t the aho\'e address, and 
celebrate the opening of the new ch:1pel, corner or 
Gore and Greaves Street, Fitzroy, will be held at 
the Tabernacle, Johnston Stred, on Thursday 
ev.ening, December 17th. Tea on T.iblcs at _6.-15. 
Public Meeting at 8 p.m., when addresses will be 
given by leading speakers. Please come eal"ly and 
avoid the crush. 

JANUARY 3, 1904.-Home Mission Sunday. 
Annual Collection. 

JOHANNESBURG, S. Africa. 
Church of Christ Meeting-place :-8~ KERK ST, 

Lord's days, Breaking of Bread, I I am. Secretary's 
Address-WILLIAM BLAKE, Stand 388, Bertram Rd., 
Troyeville, Johannesburg. 

lf you want a R■liable Bloyole 

Call upon W. WOOLHOUSE, 
199 BRUNSWICK STRBBT, FITZROY. 

" FOX" CYCLE WORKS. 
• Bicycles built to Order, best procurable, £16 10■, 

Good Bicycles from £10 10■. 

Secondhand Bicycles Cheap. Fittings of all kinds 
Supplied. Genuine Dunlop fyres, low price. Cu1lery 
and Spectacles. Genuine Pebbles,4/6pair. Coun1ry 
Orders receive Careful Attention, 
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CHRISTMASTIDE. 

.II Visit to Bethlehem. 
Topic for Dec. 22nd. 

SUGGHSTIHl Rr.,\DINGS, 
Read all 11crtai11i11g to the birth and infancy of 

Jesus; M:,tt. I: 1-2: 12; Luke I : 1-2: 20; 
John I: I-IS. The topic deals wi1h ,\latt. 2: 1-12 
and Luke 2: 8-20 cs1'1Ccially. 

BIIITII 01' JESUS. 
Thr Pltrcr.-Rel'hlehcm is Ave or six miles south 

or Jerusalem. The mother of Jesus lived in Nazareth 

of Cali lee. Divine providence is seen in thus guiding 

Joseph and 1\1:iry to Bethlehem at thi,; time; it was 

not their own 11lanni11g, a decree beyond their 

control was the moving cause. It w.1s titting that 

Jesus shoulJ he horn in the city of David, his royal 

ancestor. It was also in .1ccord.111cc with prophecy 

(Micah 5: 2). Matt. 2: 5 shows that the Jews 

were familiar with this prediction. Later, some, 

!mowing the prophecy and belic,·ing that Jesus 

came out of Galilee. denied that he could he the 

Alessiah (John 7: 41, -12). • 

The Ti111e .-The Saviour was horn probably about 

1!)07 years ago. The Christian era, :.is we rccl<on it, 

was fixed hy th~ 1110111< Dionysius E-xiguus in the 

first part of the sixth century, and he made a 

mistake of four years. As to the time of year, some 

will i-:1y that one of the things most cert:,in is that 

it was not December 25th. Very well, then it was 

some other date; it dl'ICS no harm but much good 

for men at some season to h~1ve their minds turned 

heavenward and their hearts tilled with goodwill 
to men. 

The l~t•r11t rather than the date is important. It 

was the greatei-t thing that e,·cr happened since the 

world was m:1dc. "If you w_ant to understand 

Bethlehem, you must go into time before Beth­

lehem." John, who docs not record the l,irth, tells 

us its meaning: "The \\'ord became Resh, and dwelt 

among us." .\1aclaren S,i)'!\: "The surface of the fact 

is the i-mallest JJart of the fact. They say that there 

is i.evcn times as much of an iceberg under water as 

there is above the surface. And the deepest and 

most important fact .about the nativity of our Lord 

is that it was not only the birth of an Infant, but the 

Jncarn:1tio11 of the \\'ord." How little the men of 

the day understood the event! \\'e ha,·c of old 

cx,:mplified the :1ttitudc of different classes towards 

. Jesus: 
SeekinJ:( the Saviour ... \Vise Men, and Shepherds 
l\cglccting the S:l\·iour ... Prici.ts 
Op11oi-ing the Saviour ... Herod 

May he not he to us, :is to them, II The Unrealised 

Christ."-
For onl)' the wise men lmclt and praised, 

And only the shepherds cume to see, 
And the relit of the world cared not ut nil 
For the little Christ in the oxcn'li stall; 
And we arc 1111i:1·y and 11mazed 

That i.uch a Juli, hard thing shoulJ be. 

How do we t,cep his birthday now? 
\\'c ring the bells 1111d we raise the strain, 

\\'c hang Ufl garlands ~\·eryw!1ere, 
And bid the tupcrs twmlde fiur, 
And rc:Ht unJ frolic-und then we go 

Uack to the w.:tme old li\•es ugain, 

Are we so hettcr, then, than they 
Who failed the new-horn Christ to sec? 

To them a helpless Rahe-to us 
He shines a Saviour glorious, 

0111· Lord, our 1-'ricml, our All-yet we 
Arc half-asleep this Chr1stm:1s Day! 

. Tm, S1-rnr111mos' V1s1T. 

Luke alone records this. These men were "the 

rcprcscntati,·es of the peasant people, with the 

• honest and good heart,' who afterwards formed the 

bu Ile of his disciples." God led the i-hephcnli- by 

angels, the Magi hy a star, each class whilt• cng::iged 

in, and according to nature of, their work. llc\'ela­

tions, it has been said, arc never made to idle men. 

Goethe pointed out that St111l found a l1ingdom 

while loolcing for his father's ai-scs. "Life is full 

of angels singing to us the songs of heaven, and of 

stars guiding us to the Redeemer." The adoration 

of the ~hcphcrds is not stated, though probably 

implied. Their proclamation of the gnod news is :rn 

example to us {Lulce 2: 17, IS). 

THE \VISE Mr.:-1. 

lVlto were tltey ?-The name "Magi" originally 

meant II a sect of Median and Persian scholars; it 

was suhsequently applied (as in Acts 13: 6) to 

pretended astrologers, or Ociental soothsayers." 

Simon was of this "caste" (Acts 8: 9). These 

wise men were "the repositories of ,;cicncc, phil­

osophy, medical skill, and religious mysteries in the 

countries beyond the Euphrates." They rcprc­

i-ented the culture of the East. They must have 

worshipr,ed the tn .. e God. They were not Jews; 

the narrative is that of the Epiphany, or manifest­

ation of Chrii-t to the Gentiles. There is much 

tradition and conjecture regarding their number, 

n.rn1cs, rank or country. J,;a. 60: 3 an.I Psa. 72: 

10 may have suggested to some that they were 

l<ings from Ar:ibia. There arc still exhibited in 

Cologne C:1thccla-.il the skulls of these three kings, 

each circled with its golden crown ! So if any 

dispute either the ranlc or numher, we shall point 

to the skulls! 

Wiry /rad they c:0111e ?-They saw a star. \Vas it 

m,tural or su11ernatural? l{cpler calculated that 

at this time there was visible a brilliant star-or 

rather the conjunction of Jupiter and S.itiN·n appear­

ing :is a single st:,r of speci.il brightness. Some 

have found in this a confirmation of their faith; for 

my part, I would he chiefly impressed by the wisdom 

of men who could say Jupiter or Saturn stood over 

the particular pl.ace in Bethlehem where Jesus w:is. 

Again, you m:1y ask, Did others see the star, or the 

wise men only? \\'e do not know. If seen hy 

others, apparently it meant nothing to them: 

Many people saw apples fall, before ~ewton 

learned so much from one. So;ne have thought 

that the prophecy of Balaam about the star (Num. 

24: 17) may ha\·e inRueneed the i\lagi. \Ve know 

thnt at that time throughout the East men were 

cx11ecting nnd looking for u great king to arise 

among the Jew11. Hence the query in Matt. 2: 2. 

The earnestness and faith of the wise men a.re 

worth)' or note-" faith leading to action; faith 

shown by perae,·cr:ance; faith overcoming obstacles; 

(nith humbly accepting God's plan· faith •otl . ' ,, owing 
God's direction." The greatness of the faith . 

• I • th • I IS 
most seen rn t us, at m t 1e humble ho . U!le tn 
Bethlehcm-n?t a royal p::alace, but a lowly cottage 

-the)· reco••msed and adored the ICing I As 
" . • was 

customary for those approaching an Eastern mon. 

::arch (sec_ I l{i. _10: _ 10; Ps:i. 72: 10, etc.), they 

offered 111m their gifts. E:irly Christian writers 

interpreted the gifts :.ii- signifying-gold, the king· 

frankincense, the burial; myrrh, the suffering; 

others, "lll)'rrh to :, mortal, gold to a kin 

franl,inccnse to God." It may have been that ~~ 
_the providence of God the treasure helped the 

infant Jesus to escape the hate of those who would 

murder him by providing means for the journey into 

Egypt. 
"They ga\'c to thee 

.Myrrh, franlcinccnse, :.ind gold; 

But, Loni, with what shall we 

P1·cscnt ouri-cl,·es before thy Majesty, 

\\'horn thou rcdeemedst when we .;,•ere sold? 

\\'c'vc nothing but ourseh-es, and scarce that 

Vile di1·t and clay; ·[neither, 

Yet is it i.oft, and may 

I mprcssion t.1ke. 

Acccpt·it, Loni; :rnd say, this thou hadst rather: 

Stamp it, :.iml on thii- sordid metal make 

Thy holy image, and it sh:ill outshine 

The beauty of the golden mine." 

Notes and News. 
The syll:1bus for H><H will probably be ready next 

wcclc. 

It is proposed to hold a grand C.E. picnic and 

c:1111p-mecting :it Eltham on February 1st, 190-I. 

Christm:,stide gives an opportunity for the Sun• 

shiners. "A Gift ~ight" would well suit the 

topic. 

Our Union is still increasing. l{aniva ::applies for 

affiliation. Its membership is, 18 active, 13 as­

sociate, :incl 6 honorary. Miss Violet Lloyd i~ 

secretary. 

F. E. Clarie, the founder ~f the C.E. mo,·emcnt, 

is expected to land in Auckland on January 20th, 

190-1. The Victorian Union promises good meetings 

during March and April. _ 

The Marrickville Society intends ha\'ing a music:,! 

.uul literary entertainment on January 12th, to 

celcbr:1tc the president's fortieth year of disciple• 

ship. Proceeds go to the Marriekville Cottage 

Hospital. They desire to cle:ir about :£20. The 

Congregationalists have placed a large school-h:ill 

at their disposal. 

The secretary of our Victorian Union acknowledges 

the receipt of copies of the Mis.~io11ary l11ft•lligmcer 

and the Missio11ary Tidings, two splendid p:ipcrt 

issued b)' our American brethren. The Union 

recommends that every society should endeavor to 

subscribe for at least one cop)· for its Mission:ar)' 

Committee. F. M. Ludbrool<, Collins-st., will be 

gl:ul to supply. 

OUR 81BL1! DATING PLAN, 

Date. O.T. N.T. 

December 15 Amos 1,2,3 Re,•elation 8 

16 4,5,6 
7 

ti ti 
,, 

·8 
ti 17 ti 7,8,9 ,, 

18 Obadiah 
!I ., 

10 
., 19 Jonah 1,2,3,4 II 

:.m Mi~ah 1,2,S 12 
II :.! l '·' 

-1,5 tt 



THE A 
USTRALIAN CHRISTIAN. 

FOR 

flrst-elass 
T~iloring 

QO 'TO 

W. G. GQAIGIE & Co. 
259 LIT. COLLINS ST •. EAST, 

T•o Doon from Bwan■ton Bt., 

MELBOURNE. . .. ;,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,.,,,,,, ~,,,,,. ~ 

I The Celebrated Vianos I 
i CORNISH AND I 
~ AMERICAN e)rgans ~ 
§ s 
§ lfBSSRS. CORNISH & CO., are the only firm of actnal ~ 
~ 1110nafacturers of high-grade Pianos and Organs In the ~ 
§ vatted Sillies aelllog exclusively direct from the factory S I to the Pobllo at ~ 
I Wbol-1• Prlc .. fo• a Btnfl• lnatrament. ~ I No Agents or Dealera are allowed to handle the Cornish ~ 
§ A111erlcan Pianos or Organs. It Is just as easy for the S 
§ readen of the CHaJSTIAN to sit down and order a Plano S I or Organ from America u to order one from their M usla ~ 
§ Score the only dlfl'erence being Ibey wlll s 
§ ' Bav• fN»m &O to too per cent. S I We have Organs from £6 to £25, Pianos from £34 to ~ 
1~~~ ~ 
§ Bell to• Club, or upon lnatalment Plana, ~ I 10 salt the coovenience of the purchaser. Our large and S 
§ 00111plete Catalogue will be forwarded opoo request. ~ 

I CORNISH & co., I 
I Wuhlngton, New Jeraey, U.S.A. ~ 
I Catalogues may be obt.alned from and Or iers sent through ~ I 'l'BB JlUS'l'BJlL PUBLIBHIHG co., ~ I 6118 Bllaabetb Street, Melbourne. ~ J,,,.,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,.,.,,,,,,.,,,.,,,.,,,,.,.,~ 

Second Northern District 

STARR BOWKETT 
BUILDING SOCIETY. 

187 Colline Str .. t, Melbourne. Tel. 2149. , 

IJVALL&S0N 
Ch.a.tr, ~a.y, G-ra.:b:i, a.:n.d. 
Prod.u.oe Jt.11:erch.a.:n.ta. 

EXPORTERS OF PRESSED HAY 
' CHAFF, & COLONIAL PRODUCE, 

Country Orders Carefully Attended To, 
Special .llttentlon given to Seed Grain. 

Head Office and Mills-

S9 to 43 LEVESON STREET, NORTH MELBOURNE. 
Branch Stores-

1 & 3 Victoria. Market, Melbourne, 
and 308 Sydney Road, Brun■wlck. 

0 H ! MOTHER!! Established 1857 • 
LOOK HERB 

PURNITUR■ CARBPULLY 11■-·ovBD 
In First-class Vans, Town or Country, by 

WM. ALLAMBY, 
198 QUIDIDNSBIIIRRY BT,, CARLTON, 

Charges Moderate. Pair Horse Vans for Plonlcs. Po,t Cards 
aud Letteni Punctually Attended To. 

BEEBY & HENDERSON. 
SOLTC /TORS, 

HUNTER & CASTLEREAGH STS., SYDNEY 
TELEPHONE 4096. 

~~~,~~~ 'dY ff ~ 

EDWARD A. BEEBY. [ ROBERT ft. HENDERSON, B.A 
Percival Road, Stanmore. ff Fivedock. 

Telephone 356, Telephone , Ashfield 
Petersham. 

TRUST FUNDS TO LEND. 

For Good Honest Value go to 

P. B. McM.llSTER., 
Watchmalt•r ',r,.J •w•tl•r, 

•1t.aOL STRllBT, NORTH MBLBOUitN• 
_.. ODIJ Flnt-olua Work Do... Ordeni bJ Po1t 

PromptlJ uad Canf1lllf Au■adell ao. 

world . Write for our Catalogu~. 

ABOUT 

ESTEY 
o~cAns 
For all 
imform'ltion 
please to 
write us, 
it is our 
business and 
pleasure 10 
answer all 
enquiries in 
full. We 
are the Sole 
Importers, 
of the Estey, 
the leading 
organ of the 

Allan & Go., 
276 278 

Collins-st. 
MELBOURNE 

262 BRUNSWICK ST., FITZROY. 
?tlODERATB CHARGES, 

3-as. Man 11 i11g, 
ESTATE AGENT. 

All business connected with Land, Houses, Rents, 
Loans, Titles, Transfers, Leases, Mortgages, 
Crown Lands, Wills and Shares transacted. 

Offlcea: Wa.re Chamber■, 

KING WILLIAM ST., ADELAIDE. 

LAND FOR SALE. 
Orchards and other Properties. Vacant Land In 

Large and Small Blocks. Very Easy Terms. 
This Land is Good for Fruit Growing. 

Small Deposit. 
T. CLEMENTS, Bayswater Road, 

Bays water. 

BuRweeo BQYS' 
J. HOME FOR NEGLECTED, ORPHA.II 

,JA JA I.HD F J.THERLESS BOYS, Hf>ME, 
No Really De■titute Boy Refu■ed, ... ' ................. ,, . . .. . 

Contributions can be sent to the Treasurer, Members 
of the Committee, or .II. B. MASTON, Austral Co. 

4 •• f I I I I I ♦ _..I I • I 4 I I 4 I I I I 4 •#I 4 I I I 

Reference can be made to the Committee and Officers, and alac, to 11, W. 
GREEN,G,B,MOYSEY,D.A.EWERS,A.B.MASTON,G.T.WALDEN, 

~ Of All the Work in which Christiana ~ 
~ ~~ 

OFFJCE,BEAR.E'R,S. 
"§"~ can engage, this is the Most Encouraging ~r;;~ 

IJa_n_d_R_e_p_r_o_d_u_o_t_iv_,e,_. __ Y_o-cu--c--so_w_t_o_-_d_a_y_,_a_n_d_, to-morrow you Reap the HarYest. Our Pre.,-llr. R. Ca.mpbell Edward■. Hon. Phyalcla■,-Dr. Ar~:!r:..i!~y. 
:lee-Pre,, -Rev • .A. Hardie. ] Han Chemlat.-Dr, Loughna.n,Hlll 0

• T,ea1.-Mr. J. Colclough. 1 · Surrey 1 • 

• lfont J.lbe,t Road, Canterbury, f Committee. - Rev Alfred Jone■, Mr, 
Hon, Bea,-IIP, Fitz Snowba.11, F O Dunn Mr, C. Oultten:~n, M 8 La.ver II•• W, C. Crag e, 

Queen Street, llolbourne, • 
11

:: J~bD Orl•v•, Mr, Caddlok, 
1ap\,-Mr, .&. ■, Yarooe. 

Readers everywhere are asked to 
-~ ... .:\.,~+-~-~ 

ASSIST THE CHEAT WORK • OF SAVINC THE BOYS. 
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The Pillar of Salt: 

e (A-)~~ J 

A .Story of Station Life. 

The Brisba111 Co"rier says:-•; This is a remarkable 
!lttle ~k .. a combination of station incidents·(in an 
1mpress1001st style), philosophy, and sermonising. 
The reader will get a good deal that Is fresh in it, 
and a great:deal that is elevating.'' 

CAPT. FARLOW, B.A., LL.B., Working Men's Col­
lege, Melbourne, says:-" The book must be read 
right through to grasp the author's real meaning and 
understand the lesson. The writer evidently bas an 
intimate knowledge of bush life and incident, and 
shows this clearly in many interesting little items in 
the course of the story." . 

MR. A. T. MAGARBY says:-" The story is a plea 
for primitive Christianity-well thought out, and 
treated by the author in a way original and peculiarly 
his own. The book is concise, and interesting-novel 
in style, neat in dress; and calculated to do.good." 

The Register says:-" His earnestness is unmistak­
able, and Its moral force should combine with its 
strong local coloring to give it a wide circle of readers." • 

Tiu Royal Colo•ial I11stitMu ]ONrnal, London, says:­
" The author has woven his narrative together with 
considerable ability, and has introduced into it a 
somewhat original treatment of the every-day life 
of an Australian squatter."· 
Obtainable from The A.uatral Publlahing 

Company, Cole'• Book Arcade, or 
B, J. Clow, Balaklava, S.A. 

Price, 1/6 ; by post, 1/8. 

If it ian't Northern Dlatrlct" 
It i■n't "Btarr-Bowkett 

Send 01 your name and address and we will tell youilow and why 
THlt SscoND NoRTHSRN DISTRICT STARR. Bowit&TT 

BUILDING SOCISTY, Detmold Chambers, 237 ColllnMt., Melb. 

The 

Life 

Of 

Elder 

John 

The Austral 
Edition J& J& 

of this book, slightly 
abridged, costs you 1/6. 
JOHN SM1Ta was a 
uniquely interesting char­
acter lo the pioneer days 
of the church In Ken­
tucky. This book Is 
both a history and a 
life-story, and interesting 
from start to finish. 
Being well bound and 
clearly printed, it makes 
a neat volume. 

Over 300 Page■. 

1/6, Post Free. 

~ ud Pubtiabed by the Austraf Publiabmc t..o,. w ~ MdboWD&n 

Buy HJlllnbooks Ueed bJ 0hul'Ches of 0h,l■t, 
• and Sunday :;oh-,ol Requl1ite1, from 

Hyde's 'flible Rall, 
'79 Rundle St., Adelaide, & 

Flinder■ St., .Adelaide. 

The ONLY House In the City which Stocks 

".IIUSTR.IIL" PUBL/C.IIT/ONS 
And Supplies them at the Published Prices. 

The Best Houae for Bibles, Testament., Annual 
Volumes, Texta, Tracts and Stationery, Services 
of Song, Anniversary Music, Xmas Carole, Xm11 
Cards, New Year Kottos and Calendal'I for S.S. 
Teachers. 

DON'T FORGET. DON'T DELAY, 

AUSTRAL ANNIVERSARY LEAFLETS 
A set of 12 pieces suitable for Sunday School 

Anniversaries and other Special 
Occasions in S.S. Work. 

Words by J. Pittman; Music by E W. Pittman. 
PRICE.-Music and Words, per copy, 6d.; 12, 5/-; 

24, 8/-; 36, u/-. Words only, 2/6 per 100. 
Postage Free. SEND FOR SAMPLES. 

AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO. 

l&o 
... ., SIJVtPSON, 18a 

Victoria St., North Melbourne 
. I 

Sella FURNITURE for CASH 
Or EASY Purohaae Syateni. 

THE REW ELECTRIC IASSAGB ROLLER 
Anyone can use II. ' 

All the benefits of Electric Massage at home. 
Just the thin~ for ladles with "nerves "-and t 

" 6raln-fagg~d ' men : It tones the nerves or 
muscles, and ls self-applied In aa Instant. slm arid 
damp the roller end press the button-the gtadoafJ 
scale regulates the current from very weak.to stron 
as desired. Draw the roller along the muscles 0~ 
nerves, the current does the rest. Invaluable In 
cases of nervous headache, neuralgia, Insomnia and 
muscular rheumatism. Removes wrinkles and 
crowsfeet, stimulates the clrculatio111 softening and 
whitening the skin. 

• @ ELECTRICAL TREATMENT 
Is too well known to need any descrlpllon-tbe only 
reason why it has not been more generally adopted 

I 
ts due to the fact that not onlyis the cost or 1~ 
necessary apparatus very hll!h but the appllaace 
Itself Is far too complicated to be used without npert 
knowledge : l>v merely grasping the coll and press. 
Ing the switch button a weak current Is Immediately 
obtained, which can be gradually Increased at the 
will of the operator by merely drawing 0111 1~ 
sheath at the end of the coll, and fixing it In that 
particular notch on the scale which gives the desired 
effect. Ab.30lutely no danger: no wires or compU. 
cated parts to be fitted together before using : ready 
for immediate use when you receive it. No liquids: 
no acids: It can be carried In the pocket or handbag 
in an) position. 

Used for a few minutes each moraine wlll develop 
and strengthen any part of the body. 

INVALUABLE TO ATHLETES, SPORTSMEN, ETC, 
Price only 25/- complete post free to anr. address In Australia 

Tasmania or New Zealand. Recharge• 1 • each (1/4 post me). 
Orders, accompanied by Commonwealth postal note or New 

Zealand money order should be addressed 10: 

STAR NOVELTY COMPANY, Premier Bolldfngs, 
~31 Collins St., Melbourne. 

ONLY25/# 
-FOR THIS EXCE.LLEN'r 

eueKee 
eLeeK 

The dellgbl of the Whole FamU:, 
-u uoeedlngly handaome ~•ec• of 
furniture-Brown \V~d and. IYO,:, 
Banda. CUCKOO and OO}(G at 
BtJf-Hoar and Hour, Well ftniahed 
Reliable Time-keeper, Luer Mo'lt· 
ment (No Weighb.) 

Send Postal Note or Money Order 
for 25/• (Money Order o~ly fro!D Hew 
Zealand; Postal Notes Crolll that 
Colony not paid here), ·and we ~JI st0

1
d 

tho Clock, as illustrated, by parce
1 
s 

post, Carriage paid to any acldre&S 0 

Australia, Tasmania or New Zealand, 
Ob&alnable only rrom 

STAR NOVEL TY COMPANY, 
PR■Kl■R BUILDING~. 

118-181 COLLillB STRBBT, 
llelboUDe, SOLB l&BNTS, 

(Ou Catatocu• Polled PRBB ta e..err00• 
• mutlolllnc th• AUITULIU C■allfl.t.•• 

·Edwards & eo., Tea,Goffee,Coeoaftletrebants, 
543 FLINDEltS STREET, MELBOURNE. 

• I 
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~· 's "Homreo" ~wen 
1 eetblng l'owders 

ARE INVALUABLE TO CHILDREN 
CtJTTING THEIR TEETH. 

n's " Homreo " owe 
feethinr Powders 

For Infantile Derangement. of 
ihe Stomach and Bowel■, 

n's " Homreo" owe 
feething Powders 

For Restle11ne11, Feverl1hne11, 
Sleeple11ne111 Convnl1lon11 &c. 

·~·<• 
TheH Powder■ are 

A BOON to Suffering Children 
and a Comfort to their Parent■, 

Price: J/6 & 2/6 per Box (Post Free). 

PREPARED ONLY BY 

Ed'Ward G. Owen, 
• * * • 

HOM<E.OP.ll'THIC CHEMIST, 
189 Collins-street, Melbourne. 
Contractor for the Supply of Medicine to the 

Melbourne Homceopathic Hospital. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

!HENRY J. R. LEWIS 
ECONOMIC 

Funeral • .._ a Certificated 
Furnisher ~ Embalmer, 
Johnlton cf, Hertford Sts., Fitzroy, 

Hlgh Street, Northcote. 
'# Funerau to Sult the 'Times, "'1 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

E. J. W. MEYER, 
' &UCTIO•■■a, . • • L.I.JIC■:U.LD. 

AactlOD Sala condaet.d lartalp&IJ of e--. 
' Cattle, PoaltrJ, Fmnltan. e-. ud Sadri■■ al. 
• Ill daortpdom. Ba1rw la.,.._ Clwt■I 0. 
- '- OOD)aa&ed 100 au. troa 1v111,1•. n• 
. la,cw.of '°"_patroup IOllcftel- .... Addnll. 

I J. Y. ~ Adorat, 1•ewirlt 

• --- wv•11ua 1q A9~Ai.l&il C.U,WU, 

Rescue 

AIRLIE A VENUE, .;1, .;1, .;1, Jk 

.,, .JI. ARMADALE, VICTORIA 
Established 1890, 

----.:-1•~-----' 
Thl■ Institution has now ,TWO DEPARTMENTS 

11t.-For the PREVENTION ot Youn& Oirh· 
from Oolng Astray. 

Hd.-For the RESTORATION of the Fallen. 
--·o·--

N.B.-The Home is e·ntlrely dependent on Volun­
tary Offerings, which will be thankfully received and 
acknow)ed~ed. Collecting Cards may always be had 
on apphcauon to 

• JOS. PITTMAN, Hon. Semta,y, 

For BOOTS & SHOES 
IF EIEIY DEICIIPTIOI 

GO TOi...· _ _., 

H. SWAIN, 
'188 JIICHOLBOJI BTRBB~, 

NORTH CARLTON. 

THERE IS ALL THE DIFFERENCE 
in the world between a Proprietary Building 
Society conducted in the interest of its investing 
members and a Mutual Terminating Investment 
and Loan Society conducted on the lines of a great, 
big, common partnership with a view of efficiently 

doing sound and profitable business for all its 
members. • 

We have published a Book that tells in an under­
standable way about this difference. We will post 
you one, free of charge, If you will let us know who 
you are and where you llw·. Yon may as well do 
that. It won't cost you any. hi 1g. It will probably 
Increase our membership !LL Tea NoRTBBRN 
DISTlllCT 5TAKll•BOWltB1'T lJUJLDING SOCIBTJBS, 
Detmold Chambers, 237 Collins Street, Melbourne. 
Tel 2149 • 

J ~~!!b ... H !!J.~!~!r.~~. 
UNDERTAKER, ETC. 

862 Lygon Street, Carlton, 
Also at 869 Hiohol■on-llt., Horth Carlton. 
IS NOTED for bis efforts to save cllents, In their time or 
sorrow, all business worries connected with bnrlal arrange­
ments, viz., registration, advertisements, engagements of 
grave, clergyman, etc. He snpplles funeral reqnlsltllll, 
efficient staff, handsome equipages. Modem methods 
sclentlfically employed In all departments, Prices lo -snit 
rich and poor. Funerals arranged In any part of Stale, No 
e11ra charce for snbnrban funerals, 

TBLBPHORB Un. 

Duncan's 
Hermeneutics. 

This is a clear, comprehensive volume of 
400 pages, treatinit of the various systems 
of Scripture interpretation, It is the result 
of life-work. Invaluable to students of the 
Bible. Highly commended by our leading 
American preachers. Used as a text book • 
in all our principal Bible Colleges in the 
United States. By D. R. Duncan. 

Price, 1/-; by Poat, 1/6. 

''Don't shout.''_ 
• lhear you. I ca11 hear 

110w n well H anybody. 
"· How 1 • Oh. •C?me1hln1 

11ew-THE WILSOII 
C:OMMON • SENSE 

EAR· 
·oRUM. 

I've a !)air 
In myean 
110w. you can'I 
see·tbem­
ibe:,'re invl1• 

oble. I wouldn't kno• 
J bad them'ln m711tr 

WILSON EAR-DRUM 
11 really a su~thute for the wort.Inc 

r,arts of tbe naiural eu. Hu no •or~ 
nvis1ble. euy- to adJust. comforiable 

Totally different from any ether device. 
Dncrlptlvt p&mpble aent upon requut 

only tha\ 
I bur all 
rl1b1," 

. - J,: CHALMERS, . 
-Ut•UI COi.Li.ft~ STREET, M tl.80"-.RNI 

<•ou aotNT FOIi auu•u••••l. = ' 

MR. 11. MILLIS and seNS, 
F. M. Ludbrook, FRUIT COMMISBIOH AGENTS. 

LIi'■ .DID DBITR. 

~ ......... 
L,D,S, 

(Royal College of Surgeons, England). 

DE~TIST, 
121 COLLIJIS STREET, 

MELBOURNE. 

A. L. Crichton, 
BAKER and CATERER. 

111'°PJ-hllklne'■ Bo&d, KenalDgion, _ 
Branch-Baoeoolll'II Boad. 

Bread IDd Putry Delivered ID All Suburb■, 
Table fteqal■lte■ of EYtrJ Delcrf ptlOD OD Birt, 

b Western Market, Melbourne. 
.Account Bale■ Every Wednesday, 

ftll I■ - °' tlat ·- muterlJ ,rodactloal of Ala, Cul~. All wile W I■...._ la 1111 
.... ._. Ila" aCllpJ. Pdc»-hper 61. 

B. cl. l(EMP, GROCER. and 
Tea• Vendor. 

460 Spencer Street, Melbourne. 
\ . 

_,. Direct Suppll•• of Dairy_ Produce. • _ _,. 



Jnbilee Pictorial History ot the Churches of Christ in Australasia. NOW REAnlt 
BB'l'IM.A'l'EB Ql VIIIN, -

God's Spirit and the E. BLISS, ,:~~, Spirit's Work 
Ia the title of a neat 100 page pamphlet written l\lonumental Mason. 

,.I.ft by W. C. MORRO, B.l. If you want to know 
~&. -i,j" how the Disciples of Christ stand on the great 

'l'HB HIGRBB'l' QO ALITY OF WORK CARRIED ON 
s ~ question or the Holy Spirit In man'• connrslon, 

THB LO'BBST POBBIBLB PRICES. AT 

just you buy this book. It only costs All Kinds or Work Exec,1ted at both Country and Suburban Cemeterte 
SIXPENCE, POST FREE. LBTTBI<~ CUT .AND RBNOYATBD. S, 

C.BMBTBRY l~OAD, WILLIAMSTOWN. 

TAYLOR BRos:cocoA 

PATENT e~f\\-t"i• 

IKRUSB'SI 
Fluid Magnesia 

FOR 

Indigestion, Acidity, 
Biliousness, Heartburn, etc. 

. A Mild and Safe Aperient for Invalids 
and Children. Renders valuable service 
to Infants during the teething period. 
As an antacid, it will prevent the formation 

of excess of uric acid which leads to 
Bheumatia• Gout, eto. 

SOLD EYEJlYWHERE. 

IS THE BEST FOOD 
FOR INFANTS . 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
It is. E~sily J:!igesteti by the Weakest Baby; 

1t 1s Cooling, and Corrects the Heat • 
of the Australian Climate. 

Barley Water is the lo~t Coolrng and Nonrishing of Summer Drinks. 
It la Baaila Made from ROBINSON'S P.ATBNT BARLBY. 

RUSE'S 
INSECTICIDE 

THE GREAT 
DESTROYER OF INSECTS 

In the House, 
Conservatory, 

and the Garden . 
t • • • t e a • t t t • ♦ • ♦ f • t t I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I t t 

Preserves Clothing from the Moth. 
. Rids Dogs . amt . Birds . of Vermin. 

1 
•tl1tlltutu11111111111u111111111u1111111111111u11111111111111111111111111111111111,11,111t111111 

ASK FOR KRUSE'S, I 
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