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The Evangelistic Pa~sion. 
By C. M. Gordon. Presidential Address at the Victorian Conference. 

"For I coteld 'i.(/s[i tlrat I myself. were 
a1Ullhema from C11rtst for ·mv breth-ren's 
sake, my kinsmen accordi1tg to the flesh."

Rom. 9: 3· 

Paul had a habit of using very strong 
language. He doesn't speak of things in 
the ordinary way. He doesn't follow the 
beaten track of expression. There are no 
hackneyed phrases either in his recorded 
speeches or in his writings. Critics of a 
coJd and calculating temperament, people 
who can brook no departure from routine 
people-stolid and stoical, who can tolerat: 
no unusual ebullition of feeling, are dis
posed to ·quarrel with the Apostle Paul in 
this instance for the vehemence of this ex
pressiop. :rhey_ regard this saying of his 
as an amazmg piece of verbal extravagance. 

Extravagant phraseology. 

it. pos.sible he would suffer this in order that 
his kinsmen might be saved. 

Yon can appreciate ·his feelings better if 
:yon con_trast these words with what he has 
JUSt written in the 8th chapter. His mind 
and. heart have just been reveJling in the· 
glone? of redemption. He has. just been 
speaking of the sufficiency of salvation in 
<;hr!st Jesus, of the rapture of the resur
rection m<;>rn, of the joint heirship with 
Jes~s Christ, <;>f that unspeakable consurh
~atton tor which the whole expectant crea~ 
ti<?n waits, and that 8th chapter terminates 
with ·what one has called "the greatest of 
all his doxologies" : 

But it would be a splendid. thing ii, in
stead of criticising the apostie for •his ex
travagant phraseology, they would enter 
fully into the spirit of this matchless utter
ance. l venture to say that Paul never 
comes nearer identifying himself with the 
feelings, the motives, the spirit of his Mas
ter, than he does when he utters these 
words. These words are unequalled in the , 
history of human speech. They far sur
pass the words of John Knox. when he 
made that passionate prayer: "Lord, give 
me Scotland, or I die." The only man that 
has approached the spirit of the apostle as 
re\'ealed in these words is Moses. While 
pleading for apostate Israel on the Mount, 
h~ says, in substance, " If thou wilt not for
give them, blot me, I pray thee, out of the 
book which thou hast written." But the 
words of Moses may, not have meant so 
much as Paul's. They are not so strong, 
not so definite, not so vivid, not so terrible 
15 the words of Paul. 

"In all these things - ~,,e are more than 
conquerors, through him that loved us. For 
I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature 
shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

On the heights. 

'\Vhen Paul writes thus, he is away ·up 
there on the heights of Hermon, the Mount 
of Transfiguration, • revelling, exulting in 
the unclouded realisation of the inseparable 
love of God. But suddenly the horror of a 
great darkness falls upon his soul, and he is 
swept in a moment from those radiant 
heights to the sorrow and shadows, the 
tragedy and the blood of Gethsemane. What 
has brought about the transition? The 
thought of his brethren rejecting Christ, 
and thus excluding themselves from all the 
redemptive glories of which ·he has been 
thinking. This grand people, the Hebrew 
nation, to whom pertains the adoption, the 
glory and the covenant, the giving. of the 
law, the service of God, and the promises, 
the fathers, and of whom Christ was ac
cording to the flesh-this the grandest na
tion that had ever lived was doomed to eter
nal separation from God, because of its re
jection of the Messiah. This is the thought 
that Paul cannot bear. This is the thought 
that gives him the pain and sorrow of 
which ·he ~aks. Anything but the doom 
of bis people. "Anathematise me, 0 Goo! 
but save my nation.'' That is his feeling. 

To be anathema from Christ was to be 
:orever cut off from his presence, alienated 
orever from God, to be a thing accursed 

trcver, banished forever into the outer 
th rkness. Think of what all this meant in 

c mind of the Apostle Paul. And yet 
Mrrte on the irresistible tide of his unparal .. 

5
e {fi~ patriotism, in the immensity of his un
e ~hness .. he declares in effect tha• were , 

And in such a moment he gives utterance to 
these words : " I could wisk that I myself 
we~e anathema fr?m Christ for. my breth
ren s sake, my kmsmen according to the 
flesh." 

Evangellstic passion. 

Brethren, the words of· this tremendous 
u_tterance are aflame with evangelistic pas
s1011. . They embody the heart-bre.aking 
yearnmg of Calvary for the salvation of 
men. They throb with the invincible energy 
of love. They thrill with the immeasurable 
for~e of a spirit that is willing to be cruci
fied a hundred times in order that his fel
low men may be saved. 

A_nd this is why I have called vour at
tention to. them. It is fitting that at this 
Con£ erence we should ,be brought into con-

-tact with the very highest and noblest ex
pressions of evangelistic energy and fire and 
!ove; It is hoped that here to-day we may 
1mb1be more of the spirit of this mighty 
man of God, that his flaming and inextin
guisha~le passion for souls may get into 
our mmds and- hearts, may become inter
fused with the whole texture of our 

, Christian experience. • . 

Brethren, here is a fundamental ·lack of 
our chu·rches to-day : we have lost this 
~rimitive spirit of . evangelism. The old
time zeal for the salvation of men is not 
ours to-day. In a blaze of rhetoric we oft
times boast of having restored apostolic 
Christianity, but it is sadly obvious than we 
have not restored the apostolic passion for 
souls: , • · 

This lack explains our pitiable failures. 
How dare we ·come up before the Lor<i with 
such a miserable showing? Who can con
template these statistics with anything like 
satisfaction? We boast of ·our credit bal
ance o! pounds, shillings and pence; but 
where is our credit balance of souls? Is 
this the best that 100 churches can do? Is 
this worthy of our plea? How long will it 
take us to ·convert Victoria at 'the rate we 
are moving? And we are the people who 
claim to. live so much in the atmosphere of 
the second chapter of Acts, and who claim 
to breathe in the very. genius of the great 
commission ! The cause of our disappoint-. . 



iqg want of .pro~r~ss is found in our lack 
o.l the 'spirit -of ~ ew Testament evangelism. 
\Ve have yct'to restore one of the most vital 

··: e~emcnts of apostolic Christianity. We are 
too phlegmatic, too cold, too easy-going. 
~vangclism is not a passion with us. 

lbt iu.stralian ctbri.stian-
- • - I ·1 11e11· and women 

ual paralysis. :Meadnw 11
1
e! '-tied each other 

outside have hustle am I JO:. ~I any of our 
on the highway to cleat 1• • •t a state of 
·ch_urc)1es l)ave _degen~rat1~ t

1
1\

1
r~ugh lack '·of 

miserable mept1tude smip Y -• • • 
the evangelistic vision. • 

Why is it that we lack this apostolic fire? 
• Because there is too much materialism in 
our lives. I fear, if we come to analyse our • 
lives, we shall find an altogether too large 
a place given to this world. We are not 
only ;,, the world, we arc too largely of the 
worl<l. Our motives. ambitions. activities, 
largely centre in this world. The intense 
evangelistic emotion can only feed and 
thrive on the re~ources of a deep and fer
vent spiritual nature. I would be sorry to 
<lo any of us an injustice, but it does seem 
to me that we are not more anxious to save 
people for the other world, because we are 
so satisfied with this world. 

Need of prayer. 
, It' te this intense 

But how are we to cu iva 
zeal for the salvation of men? . 

Pv much prayer. If we do not feel tlus 

Aposto/Jc tire. 

'..1. 1 • f men and wo-
eagerness for the sa vation ° . 
men we can safely infer that _there JS some 
seri~us defect in our spiritual hfe. vVe ought 

• to be very troubled about it. It should cause 
us U'rave concern and anxiety. V-/e muSt 

tak; it to the Lord in prayer. We muSt go 
home and pray most fervently that h~ may. 
take away· our heart of. stone and give us 
a heart of flesh. To-take away all narro_w
ness and contractio1i and egoism, and give 
us a spirit that yearns am! hungers for the 
redemption of, our fell ow mortals. 

Then, after we have thus prayed to God, 
V.'hy is it that we lack this apostolic fire? I Tl I tt ti 

B 
let us open this old Do~ c 

1 
1e. e er, 1e 

ecause our appreciation of our own re- spirit, the purpose of this Dook 1s eva1~gel
demption is not what it ought to be. Rus- istic. On every page you can hear the beat: 
kin confirms Southey's statement that "no ino- of God's heart. beating in infinite yearn-
man was ever yet convinced of any momen- ~ ' i f I· 
tous truth without feeling in himself the ing over sinful man; longmg or 11s return; 
power as well as the desire of communicat- waiting at the threshold. ready to embrace· 

him· in welcome Here in this Dook we have 
ing it." If we felt our salvation to be really prophets, apostles, martyrs, an!!els·, Christ 

. momentous, if we prized it beyond all else " 
in life, if our salvation was with us, as it and God hungering and thirsting,• preach-
ought to be, a perennial fountain of glad- ing and pleading, living· and <lying for the 
ness and gratitude, then, I tell you, no power salvation of men. Who can read this old 
on earth, no sanhedrim, or council, qr gov- Book and not be an evangelist? . 
emment, or false modesty, would prevent Then when we have read· this old Dook, 
us from speaking in the name of our Lord let us go out into our busy marts, into tlic 
to the men and women about us. Our silent crowded city, and study men. Dehold them 
tongues would become vocal with the good intoxicated with pleasure and sin and self 
news of the gospel. Our stammering lips and mammon and idolatry. ~Ien livino- and 
would become_ eloquent with the passion of dying while they live.· Men at the me:'cy of 
love. . • some. fierce· c)emon. Men ~1eld in. the grip 

Why is it that we lack the apostolic ,fire? of th1s f:ve~islJ age1. spendmg their money 
Because we do not properly realise the dead- for that wluch_ • sahsfyeth . _not. ~Ien in 
ly danger in which the sinner outside of' . t~ouble, s_orrowmg and suffermg, cursed by 
Christ stands. There is a spirit among sm, rushm~ he~dlong to the grave, ma1i.y 
Christian people to-day akin to Universal- of them without hop~ and without God in 
i~m. T~ere is ~ sort of hope, a latent inar- the ,yorld. S_tudy these to\ling, 'struggling, 
ticulate 1mpress1on that somehow all will be surgmg: m~lhtudes, not with the sneer of 
~ell with tl1e si_noer in th~ last day. There th~ cymc dis_figu_ring our faces, but with the 
LS a false sentunentalism abroad, fostered IO\ e of Chns_t m our hearts, and like our 
by ratio~alistic conceptions of sin, which• MaSter we will b: move~ with compassion, 
has considerably weakened our sensibility an_d our co1!1pass1on will o-ive birth to a 
to the terrific peril in which the sinner mig-hty passion for their sal;ation. 
stands. The stern words of our Master the • 
fearful figures of speech by which he 'sets Collective evangelism. 

forth the destiny of the wicked do not seem 
to make the impression upon 'us that they 
once ma<le. The sinner is in danger an ap
palling destiny awaits him. Let u; realise 
this, and warn him, plead wirh him compel 
him to enter the Ark of Refuge, ~here he 
will be se~ure from the impending doom.-

. Why <lo we lack this· apostolic fire? Be~ 
cause we have only partially realised the 
supreme function of the church. Many of 
our ~hurches have failed just here. They 
have established themselves in some back 
street, and 'have either: vegetated, or have 
squabbled themselves into a state of spirit-

f Br~thr,en, w_e must get this Christ passion 
. or t e. salvation of men. Let us o-et it in 
mcreasmg measure and Oltr a11 1-,1 t C f . , • nua report 
a on erence will tell a different tale 

Two thin~s we must have this year.· First' 
mqre collective evano-eJism Tl1e cl h , 

t 1 Id 
h • 1urc es 

mus 10 more special • • E • h h m1ss1ons • very 
~ ur_c ,· a? ~ar as possible, should hold a 
pec1a m1s$1on once a year Tl 

~,~~:~~e~t~!;~~~l/end their preac~:e:t~
1f1~; 

Particularly must , ,e h • • • • 
evangelism This is ~I av~ more personal 
time So • h le crymg need of the 

• me ave been crying out against 

• A. 
~ lPrt1\1 

, • I 

a one man ministry •111 • ti • ·, : 
sense. I have. no fear of u1

' 'Cclcs
fact is, though, that we h tat at an 
. ., . . ave d • 
mto a one. man mm1stry'' of cg 
type.-that one man minist the \tery
gates the duty of sout-;i _WhicJt 
preacher., That is the one m/'"g. to~ 
the most deadly type. n rn1qj~ 

Christ' relies upon the faitl f •]-Q( 

ning ministry of each • 11 
1 

ul sour.~ 
. . . 1ein 

spre~dm~ ot l11S gospel and ti ber for: 
of his kmgdom. lf the ,r !e e~ • 
Lord fail in faithfulness h::ciples Gf? 
other resource:; has he at his ce, then ~t,.;-

, onunand?~ 

ti 
I 
' 

1\1.r. E. ,:'ennyson Smith. • 
( From latest photo.) . ' • 

Loving God. 

I •t 

Goel is love, and to love men till pri!31j 
attachments have expanded into a p~ 
thropy which embraces all; at last even~ 
evil and enemies, with compassion-that ~ 
to love God. Goel is truth. To be trie, 
hate every form of falsehood, to live 
brave. true, real life-that is to love 
God is infinite, and to love the boun . 
reaching on from grace to grace, a 
charity to faith. and rising upward ~ver. 
see the ideal still above us, and to die "1 

it unattained; aiming insatiably to be bat 
feet even as the Father is perfect-t 
to love God.-F. W. Robertson. 

This is the blessed life-not anxious 
see far in front; not careful about ~
step; not eager to choose the -~· -~ 0 
weighted with the heavy res~ns1 il~tid 
the future; but quietly following ~ 
Shepherd, 011e step at a time.-F. • • 
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TEMPERANCE DEMON S'l'RATION. 

The meetings of the Victorian Confer
ence were inaugurated, as usual, by a Tem
~rance Demonstration held in the Masonic 
Hall on Thursday evening, April 4. The 
President of the Temperance Committee, 
J G Barrett, occupied the chair. There 
~as ~ large gathering, and the programme 
submitted was more than usually interest
ing and attractive. The fact that Mr. E. 
Tennyson Smith was to deliver an address 
was sufficient in itself to guarantee a suc
cessful meeting. In addition to the splendid" 

. speech given by Mr. Smith, two fine 
speeches were given by - Miss Anderson 
Hughes and Mr. S. G. Griffith. A number 
of 1;msical and elocutionary items were also 
ren<lered. It was a great meeting, in 
whirh there was quite a superabundance_ of 
goo<l things. 

WOMEN'S CONFERENCE. 

A full report of this Conference, which 
was held on \\i'ed11esday, April 3, will ap
pear in a subsequent issue. It is sufficient 
to say just_ now that the Conference was 
an eminently successful one, and the sisters 
full of enthusiasm in regard to the work 
lying before them in the year just begun. 

THE GENERAL. CONFERENCE. 

crald: A. G. Nightingale, J. T. Horland. Fitzroy: 
J~s. McGregor, W. Johnston, C. W. Mitchell. 

. Fitzroy _North: J. Collings, A. Hagger, - Kelson, 
J. McMillan, L Shirt. Footscray: Henry Hunter 
J as. Smith. Fairfield Park: A. G. Bennett, A'. ~ 

. M~Gregor. Geelong: G. Gordon. Gordon-T. 
Bhg,ht. Horsham: C. Spicer, A. E. Gallop. Har
court: B. W .. Manning, A. E. Gartsi,de. Hamp
ton: J. H. Tinkler, W. Shean. Kamva: J. Mc
C~llum, L. MoCallum. Kyneton: J. R. Com
bndge. Lillimur: A. R. Lyall. Montrose: -
Proctor, .N .. Noble. Merbein: Thos. Leng. Mal
vern: - Richards, L W. Holmes. Melbourne, 
Swanston-st.: F. G. Dunn, B. J. Kemp, W. H. 

. Allen, B. J:lu.ntsniati. Melbourne North: M. Dale, 
S. M. Plulhps, W. J. Woodbridge. Melbourne 
South : P. D. McCallum, - Bennetts. Mildura: 
H. Gray, E. Griffith, T. Leng. Moreland: J. C. F. 
Pittman, E. Paul, J. J. Anderson. Maryborough: 
H. Leng, A. E. Baker. Middle Park: - Hall, -
Jones, _: McKean. Northcote: J. Woodgate, H. 
Edwards, C. Timmins. Newmarket: J. Hatty, 
- Stevens, J. Hancock. Prahran: P. J. Pond, 
W. Hancock. Preston: 0. A. Walker, G. A. 
Dickens. Pakenham: - Rees. Richmond Nth.: 
E. Davis, J. Salisbury, - Fisher, C. A. Ander
son. Richmond South: - Jones, - Whitely, -
Dickenson. Shepparton: H. M. Clipstone, D. 
McCance. Swan Hill: - Mott, senr., W. G. 
Oram. South Yarra: C. A. Qui.ck, D. A. Lewis, 
W. Murray. Surrey Hills: A. R. Main, A. E. 
Seedsman. St. Arnaud : Allan Wedd, R. Enniss. 
St. Kilda: T. M. Davis. Stawell: F. A. Kemp. 
Taradale: A. Clarke. Terang: W. H. Pearl. 
Wedderburn: M. McLellan. Williamstown: G. B. 
Moysey, R. McDonald, E. C. Kenney. Windsor: 
J. Pittman, R. Pittman, J. Bidey. Warrackna
hcal : W. U rcn. W arrnambool: R. McConnell, H. 
Swain. Warragul: J. Sivyer. Wampoony: A. R. 
Denn. Yando: S. G. Lacy. • 

NEW CHURCI ms. -

NOMINATION OF OFFICERS 

1'he no~nination ~£ o~~~r~ was then ~ro
ceeded with, after· which· an adjournment 
was made (or lunch. . . 

• After the adjournment, the Conference 
reassembled at 1.30, when a devotional 
meeting was held, conducted by P. J. Pond. 

At 2 o'clock the President resumed the 
chair. 

HOME MISSIONARY SESSION. 

'!'he Home Missionaries employed by the 
Conference gave short speeches, which were 
bright and interesting. A brief synopsis of 
each is given in connection with the reports 
from the variotts fields of labor. 

PRESIDENT'S. 'ADDRESS. 

'l'he President's address was delivered a 
little out of the usual order, and will be 
found in another par~ of this issue. 

· EXECUTIVE -COMMITTEE'S 
REPO~T. 

EXECUTIVE . COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 
It is with much pleasur.e that we submit our 

report of business frans:?cted since last Confer-
ence. . 

We are grateful to God that he has guided us 
during the year, anrl hope, by his divine bkssing, 
that the present Conference . meetings may he a 

• great success in devising means for the further
ance of the gospel of Christ. 

The Annual Conference of the Churches 
of Christ in Victoria· was held in the Chris
tian chapel, Lygon-st., Carlton, and com-

• I., WOME°N'S CONFERENCE. menced its meetings 011 Friday, April 5. - The churches at Hampton and f\Ierbcin 
At 9.30 a.m., a devotional meeting was made application for admission into the.·· It is with profound regret that we have to 

held, conducted by G. 13. Moysey. • Conference. Resolved, 'l'hat the said chur- ·refer to the great loss the brotherhood has sus-
At IO o'clock the President, C. M. Gor- ches be admitted. tained through the death of our esteemed co-worker, Mrs. J. A. Davies. She was ever ready, 

clon, took the chair, and after the opening : • though advanced in years, to· do all she could by 
hymn called upon A. \V. Connor to lead in • • • • • • • -GREETINGS. her personal influence· and generous giving to 
prayer. • • _ • Ci:eeting·s were received from N cw South promote the cause of Christ, and it is gratefully. 

recorded here that the last cheque she wrote was 
. \Vales, South Australia, Queensland, 'l'as- one for the Home Mission funds. In conjunc

mania, \Vestcrn ·Australia, and Northern tion with the Sisters' Executive she superintend
Conference of South Australia, T. J. Gore, ed a Women's Special H.M. Rally, -with the ob-

ROLL CALL OF Rf~PRESEN'l'A-
TIVES. 

The roll, of representatives was then 
called, when the following brethren were 
found to be present :-

Ascot Vale: H. E. Knott, M.A., W. Flood, J. 
Y. Potts. Brunswick: J. H. Barnden, C. Peters, i' Scott, W. Thompson. Brim: W. W. White. 
!fchip: A. W. Connor, Dr. J. Cook, J. South

wiclc, F. Cook. llordertown: E. P. Verco, E. Ed
•ards. Berwick: E. P. Hillbrich, W. Swan. 
BTnghton: F. M. Ludbrook, J. Sharp, A. Millis, 
• R. Morris. Box Hill: W. H. Nightingale, F. 

~I eron. Burnley: Chas. M,acGourlay, Otto 
a UJ. Ballarat, Dawson-st.: E. Stanley Tape, 

W. Benson, Chas. Morris. Bayswater: - Bishop, 
A. Ocuwnts. Bet Bet: G. Russell, H. Patterson. 
~rlton, Lygon-st.: H. Kingsbury, W. C. Craigic, 
N • C. Thurgood, F. Payne, J. M~C~ll .. Carlton 
Cbrth: W. R. Thompson, J. Glend1111ung. Chmese 
J. IU'cC h, <;arlton: S. Wong, W. Hing. ~osgrove: 
li · Skinner. Cheltenham: T. B. Fischer, P. 
Arrct, G. H. Bishop, W. Judd. Collingwood: ( l

1 
~happell, R. Burns. Co lac : G. Chandler, 

ni I l~msoo. Castlemaine: W. Gak, F. T. Jer~ 
~ unolly: - Wetenhall. Doncaster: J.· E. 
crcttn, ~ Tully, A. Taylor. Dunmunkle: H. Ev
brid' • G. Smith, • Drummond: J. R. Com-

i'- Dandcnon1: L Larsen
1 

J. Proctor. Em-

s, J{ G H d Th ject of raising £2oo, but she was not spared to 
and Bro. and 1ster • 7 ." arwar • • e see the final result. The- sum of £1rif14/u was 
greetings were to be suitably acknowledged, added to the funds by this ·means. 
and a motion was carried expressing regret Besides t-hat amount, the sisters have collected 
that Bro. Gore was unable to be present. by collectors and mite boxes, frzz/1/7, making 

<l f I • a total of i.'294/16/6. This makes a total of 
Good wishes were expresse or 113 success ••• :£4468 obtained by the sisters· dtiring .the 26 years 
in his new sphere of labor. of co-operation with the Conference, an average 

WELCOME TO VISl'fORS. 

'l'he President gave a hearty welcome to 
all the visitors .from other States. The fol
lowino- brethren responded :-H. Wright, of 
W.A.~ S. G. Griffith, of S~1·; J. ~ingsbury, 
N.S.W.; Geo. Manifold, las111a111a; W. C. 
Swan, Queensland, and D. A. Ewers, of 
S.A. 

NEW PREACHERS WELCOMED. 

'l'he President also extended a welcome 
to the new preachers who were pre~ent. 
'l'hc following responded: H: Knott, G. 
Chandler, S. Phillips, P. D. McCallu~,, P. J. 
Pond, w. H. Allen, and E. Stanley 'l ape._ 

of £170 per annum, the lowest being £70, and the 
highest, !his year, being £.294/ 16/6. . • 

The sisters deserve our very best thanks for 
the practical way they have assisted the Confer-
ence to carry out its responsibilities. . 

VI/ e would take this opportunity of expressing 
our profound sympathy with their esteemed Hon
orary President, Mrs. C. L. Thurgood, through 
the sudden death of her husband, our dear Dru. 
C. L Thurgood. This was a loss that eanie as a 
shock to the brotherhood in Australia and Am
erica, and we earnestly pray that our sister may 
be sustained and blessed by divine love. , 

On the motion of H. Kingsbury,_a hearty 
vote of thanks was given lo the Sisters for 
their valuable work during the year. 

'l'he clause was spoken to by P. J. Pond, 
_and adopted. 
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-----------~----,.~ EXPENDITUR'E. 
TREASURER'S 

RECEIPTS. 

Balan~, Conference, 1911 . • . . . . 
~nual Collections . . . . , . . . . . . . 
Contributions from Oturchcs . . . . . . . . . . . , 

.. £65 14 8 
.. 6.~o 1 1 
.. 216 14 4 

112 6 9 
.... Ii.! q 11 

35 I 0 

Contributions from Individuals 
Women's H.M. Rally .... .. 
Conference Fees . . . . . . . ... . 
Collection at Conference . . . . . . . . . . 29 10 11 

From Churches for Evangelists' Scrviccs-

Kaniva District-
Kaniva .. .. .. .. .. .. ..£147 IO 0 

Bordcrtown ........ •.. 75 o o 
Wampoony .. .. .. . . .. 45 ·5 o 
Lillimur .. .. .. .. .. .. 44 5 o 

----312 0 0 

Maryborougb and Bet Bet 

Malice District- • 

.. 174 O 0 

Brim and Wilkur 
Dunmunklc ..... . 
\Varracknabcal .. • .. 

Kyneton District-
D~ond ... . 
Taradale .... .. 

.. ..... 

K:,ncton ....... '., ... ·•~\ .. 

I 
0

J:z6 10 0 
28 JO 0 
6 0. 0 

----161 

71 17 7 
25 0 0 
23 0 0 

0 0 

Castlemaine . . . . . . . . 

Shcpparton District-

---- 119 17 .7 
.... ·133 0 0 

Shepparton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cosgrove .......... .. 

Colac .... 
W arruambool 
Terang .... 

58 12 0 
33 IS 0 

. 
17 0 0 
IJ O 0 

Stawell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Melbourne, South .. .. . . .. .. . . .. .. • .. 
Geclong . . . . . ; . . . . . . . . .'. •.. . .' 
Fairfield Park . . .. .. ..· .. .. .. .. .. ' : . 
St. Arnaud . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Warragul . . . . •.. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Wonp Park.. .. .. . ........ . 

92 7 0 

8-t 0 ... o 

' JO 0 () 

16 0 0 
14 o·o 
14 0 0 
13 2-0 
6 0 0 
6 0 6 
J IO 0 

' , 
£2451 0 9 

W. C. CRAJGIE, Treasurer. March 15, 1912. 

Salarics-
T. Bagley • • •• •• • • • • '' ' • 
H. Leng •• •· •• ..... . 
\V. Gale •• • • • • • • • • -
A. R. Benn •• • • •• •• •• • • •• • • 

.. £138- 6 8 

.. 20800 

. . 156 0 0 

.. 156 0 0 

E. Edwards • • • • • • • • '' • • • • • • 
J. R. Combridgc .. .. .. • • .. .. " 
H. Swain .. •· ,. •• •• •• •• •• •• •• 

i56 O o 
156 0 0 
151 IJ 4 
140 16 8 
IJ4 l 8 H. M. Oipstone .. .. .. .. .. .. " 

W. Uren .......... " " " .. 
G. Chandler · ; .. .. .. .. .. 
J. E. Shipway .. • • .. .. .. 

84 IO 0 
83 8 4 
52 0 O 
45 tO 0 
35 0 0 
28 3 4 
27 17 6 
27 0 0 
18 15 0 

M. McLcllan .. .. .. " .. 
A. W. Connor , • • • • • • • • • 
P. D. McCallum .. .. .. .. .. 
Geo. Black • , • • • • • • • • • • • • 

-A. Wedd ............ ,. 
H. Baker ...••• •· •• • • • • • • 
A. B. Chappell .. .. .. .. .. .. 

· F. Collins . . .. .. .. .. .. 
F. G. Goodwin •• , • • • • • • • • • • 
F. · J. Sivyer .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
G. T. Fitzgerald .. .. .. .. .. 

.. 15 3 4 
IS 3 4 
14 I 8 
13 13 4 

C.H. Pratt ..•.••••• • • • • • 
G. Gordon .....• •· • • .., • • • •• 
A. Fischer ............ .. 
W. Morton ........ •· •·· •· 
A. Morton .. 
C. Hall ............• 

5 13 4 
3 IO 0 
I 5 0 
I 5 0 
I 5 0 
0 IS 0 

----1970 17 6 

Subsidies- 6 Church, Middle Park .. 43 
Church, Montrose .•. . . .. 26 0 

.. 20 6 Church, Preston . . . . • .. 
Ohurch, Ascot Vale,.. . . .. r9 10 

14 2 ' Church, Box .Hill . . . . 
Church, Croy<lon . . . . . . 12 19 

. ' 
Railway Expenses-

St. Arnaud .. .. .. • .. 18 13 
Warrnambool and Terang 7 
Colac .. .. .. .. .. .. . . I 

Brim ..... .. .. .. .. .. I 

Expenses, Organising Secretary . . . . . . 
Removal Expenses, CoJ-ac . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Printing and Stationery . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Rent, Masonic Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Postage ....................... . 
Exchange ................... . 
Conference Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Picnic Expenses .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Rent, Wonthaggi Site ....... . 
Federal Copference Fees .. 
Sundries . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
T~nt Ex•penses .. • .......... .. 
Balance m Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Audited and found correct, 

s 
19 
18 

8 
0 
8 
0 
0 
2 

6 
0 
6 
6 

136 4 6 

29 16 6 
JO JO 2 
2 2 9 

58 o rr 
24 4 0 
13 4 6 

I• 3 .6 Q 
6 12 0 

10 9 10 
4 O 0, 
8 0 0 
I JO 0 
0 18 0 

I71 4 I 

£2451 O !) 

THOS. W. SMITH } 
CHARLES BARNACLE Auditor~. 

Ir. FINANCE. 
It is with much gratification that we refer to 

the present state of the finances. There is a 
credit balance· of [171/4/1, after meeting all our 
expenses to the end of March. This satisfactory 
state of the funds is mainly due to the very gen
erous annual offering made by the churches, by 
far the largest that has ever been made, reaching 
£640/1/1. The uext largest (last year) was ,481. 
We have to thank all concerned for the record 
amount collected this year. Special. t)1a11ks arc 
due to Bro. T. Bagley, for his unhrmg labors 
during the whole year, an<l also to the A!Jst.ral 
Company for the very excellent Home ~'1_1ss1011 
!\'umlx·r that was issued Ul}<kr the_ s1;1pe~

1
v1s1on of 

were in that happy position all the time. \Ve 
have had to obtain many advances from our es
teemed Treasurer, for which we have been very 
grateful, and for which he deserves the best 

the offering was due to the ~plen<lid work 
done by Bro. Bagley. . 

Resolved, on the motion of Bro. Bislx>p, 
'l'hat the very best thanks- of the Confereik 
he given to W. C. Craigie, for his valua 
services as 'l'reasnrer during the yrar. 

the Editor of the "Austrahau Cl11:1sllan. • 
Although we meet Conference with such a goo<l 

credit balance, it is not to be concluded that we 

thanks of the Conference. • 

On the motion of C. W. Mitchell, the 
clause relating to Finance was adopted. 

H. Swain, in speaking to the report, made 
reference to the Special Home Mission 
number of the "Christian," and the good 
results accruing from it. • 

V-i'. C. Craigie agree<l with Uro. Swaiu, in 
regard to the "Christian," but also consid
ered that much of the success relating to 

· III. STATJSTICS. . 
• By a reference to the Statistical Schedule, J 
will be seen that the actnal increase lo t!1e chf . 
membership is only 18. The total bapt1s1ns ~ 
ing the year were 4g6, but the churches ha\·e re 
revising .the roll, to such an extent that (-.o? a 
1,,st by removal an<l revision of roU. • Ii t witb 

There are now 101 churches on the. 5 , e·
a total membership of 7856. The gams .ar • 
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•,ai 
4
¢• letter, 554; formerly immersed, 59; 

Baptl don. ~ • total, 1128. Losses :-By letter, 
rest?~cath, s8; removal and revision of roll, 
455• ot 1, n10 Increase, 18. 
(ti/; t a arc 83° Bible Schools, with 7276 scholars ~'?~i teachers, an increase of 445 scholars and 

37 ~diti:;~ to the churches from Bible Schools, 

ars. • 
Resolved on the motion of R. Lyall, That 

the clause relating to Statistics be adopted. 
The clause was spoken to by A. W. Con
r D A. Ewers, F. G. Dunn, M. Wood 

ar:en, ·A. R. Main,.~- Lyall, Gifford Gor
don, and W. C. Cra1g,.e. 

The discussion on the Statistics was ani
mated and illuminating. 

JV. OFFICERS' QUARTERLY MEETINGS. 

The !Juarterly meetings of Church Officers and 
evanielists have been continued during the year. 

On July 31 the fourth meeting was held in the 
Swanston-st. chapet The subject was, "The 
Improvement of Our Mid-week 1vlt>etings," Bro. 
Kingsbury being the speaker. 

The fifth meeting was held on October z, when 
Bro. T. B. Fischer gave an addres~ on " Church 
Publicity, or the Problem of Reachmg the People 
by the Power of the Press, the Printer and the 
Preacher." . 

The sixth of the series was hel<l on Feb. 4, 
when Bro. W. H. Allen spoke. on the subject of 
"Church Music." 

BJ resolution at the last meeting it was decidccl 
to continue these meetings quarterly, and Bro. A. 
C Rankine was appointed as speaker for the next 
mcetiqg, which will be held (D.V.) on the first 
Monday in May. 

Resolved on the motion ·of M. McLellan, 
That the clause relating to Quarterly Meet
ings be adopted. 

V. THE FEDERAL CONFERENCE. 

It ,will be our privilege 'this year to have the 
Federal Conference held at the dose of our pres-
tnt annual mectin1. . . 

It gives us mudt pleasure to assure ~11 v1S1tors 
who come to that Conference that we give them a 
very hearty welcome. 

We have to congratulate the Federal Confcr
ntce on the good work already accomplished, and 
look forward to even grca,ter things in the future. 

We believe that a great impetus was giyel} to 
the State annual collections for Home M1ss1ons 
"hen it was aireed to have them all held on one 
da. • 

~e are sorry that Bro. Chas. Reign Scoville 
will not be with us on this memorable occasion, 
~t hope we will have the pleasure of a visit from 
hun at an early date. 

At this juncture J. E. Thomas, President 
of the Federal Conference; arrived, and 
was, with Bro. Morrow, welcomed to the 
meeting by the President. 

J.E. Thomas and W. C. Morrow re
sponded to the welcome. 

The clause relating to Federal Confer
ence was adopted. 

VI. NE TEMERE DECREE. 
~une last, when there was a general outcry 
Decrt1 t,, t~e promulgation of the " Ne Temere 

ee, issued by the Church of Rome, the Ex
=ti~ Committee sent the following protest to 
and it enunent; also sent copies to the press, 

th was published in the Argus:- . 
the p1 1' Committee enter its protest agamst 

1 .,a.ft "Ne T«nere Decree" on the ground:1 
bu· n at it ia. at variance with civil la"'., .and 
teacht 1rarrant tn either the moral or reh1r1ous 

n1 of the New TeatamenL". .'_ . 

-lb,: ).n1traltiiu ·Cbri1ti11t 
. 2.. " That' Protestants contract~g marriages . 
with Roman Catholics are, by its provisions, liable 
to .suffer grievous injury and insult• by being 
brand-ed as living in a state of concubinal{e, This 
applks to both parties to the marriage, 1f com-· 
pliance is not made to the arbitrary decree of the 
Roman Pontiff." 

J. " That the decree is calculated to bring about 
domestic unhappiness, and the sundering of bond~ 
that have ·been legitimately and righteously en-
tered into." . 

"Further, The Executive is of opinion that it 
is the duty of the State to protect the rights of 
its non-Romanist citizens, and to uphold the maj
esty of the civil law, the mor-e especially as the 
law relating to marriage is universally rec-0g
nised as a safeguard to the best .interests of the 
community." 

The clause retating to the " Ne Temere 
Decree" was adopted. 

. VII. J. T. T. HARDING. 

It is with much regret we have to record the 
death of our late Bro. J. ·T. T. Harding, who 
from the inception of our Conferences was prom
inently associated with them. The first impetus 
to Home Mission work was due to our late bro
ther, while acting as trustee for the "Oliver Be
quest" fund, in conjunction with his co~trustee 
Bro. F. Goode. For many years contributions 
were made available from this fund to assist the 
work. H-e was a valuable helper on any Com
mittee with which he was associated. 

An educated, Christian gentleman, and an able 
speaker, his talents were always freely at the ser
vice of the churches. When retired from business 
he took an active part in. the Kindergarten move
ment, and was mainly instrumental in starting 
the first Kindergarten School in connection with 
the Conference, viz., at North Melbourne. 

We commend his widow and family to the lo,·
ing Saviour, who~ our brother loved to· serve. 

'l'he audience ·stood during the reading of 
the clause relating to J. T: T. Harding, and 
at the close, H. _ Kingsbury engaged most 
sympathetically in prayer. It was also re
solved That a letter be sent to Sister Hard
ing, expressing the sympathy of the Con
ference, and its realisation of the loss sus..: 
tained by the brotherhood in the death of 
her husband. 

VIII. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
W c have to thank the churches at Lygon-st. 

and Swanston-st. for the gratuitous use of their 
buildin~s for all meetings during the year. Also 
the Prmcipal and management of the College of 
the Bible for the use of their grounds for our an
nual picnic. • We have also to thank Bro. T. W. 
Smith and Charles Barnacle for their valuable 
services as auditors. 

On behalf of the Executive Committee; 
• C. M. GORDON, President. 

M. McLELLAN, Secretary. 

'!'he. Executive's Report as a whole was 
adopted. 

HOME MISSIONARY COM-
MITTEE'S REPORT. 

Since last Conference, we hav~ to report. some 
changes. The first an<l most 1mporJant 1s the 
loss of Bro. Bagley as State Evangehst and Or
ganising Secretary. He left at the end of Feb-
ruary for Sydney. d .. , 11 · 

We need scarcely say that we lu a 111 • our 
owcr to retaiu his services for the Com1mttcc 

~nd Victoria, but were ~msuccessful. There can 
b O doubt that the duties are very onero.us amt 
1 e i~g an<l after faithful and loyal . sen·1ce for 
?o a~d I half years he felt the strain such thal 
h~ considered it necessary to have a chaqe, and 

·245 

so at ·the end Qf February ·we gave him a fare- • 
well meetinit, • which was largely attended. Our 
esteem for him and appreciation of his work were 
then. abundantly manifested. , 

With regard to a successor, we are pleased to 
state that we have completed an engagement with 
Bro .. Thos. Hag~er, of N cw South Waln. He 
comes back to his parent State after a wide ex
perience at -home and abroad, and will be pre
pared to go heartily into the work. He cannot 
begin till -early in August, but he has promised 
to do so then. We believe he will prove a worthy 
successor to Bro. Bagley. 

We have also to report that owing to Bro. H. 
Swain, the Assistant Secretary, accepting a posi
tion as evangelist under the Committee, he re
signed, and Bro. A. R. Lpll was appointed in his 
place, and has very efficiently fulfilled the duties 
as Assistant Secretary. We now beg to submit 
the following outline of the year's work: _ 

I. STATE EVANGELIST AND' ORGANIS-
~ ING SECRETARY. . 

Bro. T. Bagley has done ,reat work as Organ
ising Secretary and Tent Missioner. He has con
ducted missions at Preston, Box Hill, W arragul, 
Collingwood, Cosgrove, Sbepparton, and More
land. He recently concluded a second mission at 
Warragul to celebrate the opening of a chapel 
built in less • than a week, and re-organising the 
work at that place. • Bro. Bagley wishes to speci
ally thank the Church Extension Committee for 
their financing the building at Preston until the 
permanent loan could be secured. • 

Total additions: 70 by-faith and baptism; 7 re· 
stored, and 3 formerly immersed. Total, 8o. 

11. H. SWAIN. 
Bro. Swain has, to a great extent. been actin1 

as Assistant State Evangelist. He conduct-ed ser
vices in the Mallee District, pending the arrival 
of Bro. Ur-en at that place. He then took up the 
work at Colac until the arrival of Bro. Chandler, 
where he had J additions by faith and baptism. 
For the past few months he has been in the 
Warrnambool and Terang_ District. preaching at 
each place· on alternate Sundays, and has con
ducted week-night services at both places. - He 
has also conducted meetings at Allansford on al
ternate Sunday afternoons. It will be for the 
next ·Committee to consider whether it is possi
ble to concentrate their efforts at either Warr
nambool or Terang, as it may prove more ad
vantageous than only alt-ernate Sunday services. 
One addition at W arrnamboof b1. restoration. 

H. Swain said that his experience in the 
Mallee had enabled him to understand the 
difficulties and prospects of that field. He 
could· speak well of the work done by pre
vious laborers. Going from the Mallee to 
Colac, he found -the work done by Bro. 
Connor was ·on good lines, and was glad to 
know· that Bro. Chandler,· who. succeeded 
him at Colac, was making a good record, 
and that the promise of the future was 
bright. . He next went to the Warrnambool 
district, and devoted his time between Warr
nambool and Terang. His experiences in 
the country had led him to sympathise with 
preachers in country districts, owing to the 
many difficulties they had to encounter. He 
would strongly advise the Conference to 
give more attention to Warmambool 

III. MARYBOROUGH AND BET BET. 
Bro. H. Leng ·has been laboring in this lielil 

for the last twelve months. The work bas moved 
along very nicely, and both congregations are in 
a very healthy , condition. Each chµrch has a 
thriving Endeavor Society, anJ a tine Sunday 
School • The attendance at the Maryborough 
Sunday School has nearly doubled during the last 
twelve months.- • • 
• Extensive alh:ration:; have been mallc to lhr 
Maryborou1h chape~ and, it is. now dean and 



comfortable, though not nearly large enough to 
:.ccom'rfd~te our growing school and congrega
£~<?11• urang. the year 10 have been added by s;l~:r: ~apllsm, and 3 by restoration; total, 13. 

. 1 elp at the preaching services of the 

13hurch has been given by our Bros. Baker, Batty, 
rown and H. Paterson. 

•. H. Leng said that during the last ·two 
rears the work in the Maryborough district 
had been harder than ever he had experi
enced before.' The work done, ho\vever, 
was as good as any in the field. They were 
devoting their attention to the Sunday 
School, and expected good results in the 
fut~tre. He had found great help from the 
assistance rendered by Bro. Baker. Others, 
too, had rendered help, and he was glad to 
know that the church itself was learning 
to be self-reliant.· He considered that a 
magnificent future lay before the ch~rch at 
Maryborough. • 

IV. KANIVA AND BORDERTOWN. 
Bros, A. R. Benn and E. Edwards have been 

mga~ed ~n this district, which is on the borders 
of Victoria and South Australia. 
•. Tliry haye_ evangelised the following places:
Kamva, Lilhmur, South Lillimur Leeor Din
yarrack, Bunyip, Bill's .. Gully, Y~nipy, , Border
t~wn, M:undalla. Additions by faith and bap
t 1sm, 17; formerly baptised, 2; total, 19. 

As per arrangement with the South Australian 
Committee they have agreed from this Confcr
<'nce to take over. and support the churches at 
Bordertown and Wampoony in S.A. so that the 
Kaniva • Circuit will in future be ~omposed of 
churches in Victoria only. By mutual consent 
Aro. E. Edwards continues the work under the 

... Sc_111th J\ustralian Committee, Bro. Benn being 
• ·,sitll avatlable for the -work ' in the Victorian 

ch11rches in the circuit. 
• A. R. Benn spoke of the good financial 

position of .the churches in the Kaniva dis
trict, which !tad been able to support them
selves and even had a surplus, which sur
plus they had sent on to the Home Mission 

. Committee. The churches were in a heal
thy condition, and the prospects were good. 

At this stage H. Wright, of W.A., fav
ored the Conference with a solo, " His Eye 
is on the Sparrow." 
• E. Edwards said he was at the Confer

ence this time to give bis last report. He 
was sorry that it was so, as the Conference 
had been ~ great inspiration to him. Twen
ty-one years ago a few brethren, seven in 
number, appealed to the Victorian Commit
tee for help. Tlie committee responded, and 
ever since had kept a man in the field. All 
the men who had labored in that district 
we.re held in high esteem by the people. In 
Bordertown they had erected a chapel which 
was a credit to the township, and the mem
bership had grown to eighty-four. And 
now that they were passing from the con
trol of the Victorian Committee to that of 
South Australia, he was authorised to con
vey the thanks of the brethren for the kind-
11css and support so generously rendered. 

Resolved on the motion of R. Lyall That 
as the work in Bordertown will from this 
date be under the South Australian Confer
ence and Bro. E. Edwards will in future be 
tran;ferred to its service, this Victorian 
Conference expresses its approval of Bro. 
Edwards' work in the Bordertown district 
during the past year, and wishes him all· 
success in his future labors. 

«be .~Justrali'an; «: bri.stiatt 
V. CASTLEMAINE. 

Bro. W. Gale has continued in t!iis field. ~inc
5
e 

last Conference there have been six chnfehsionh, 
five of whom have been a~de~ to t e c 0f11~ 
Four of these were from the Bible School. 
church has suffered considerably by removals ,t, 
other places. This loss has affected, the financij1 position somewhat. The gospel mectin,gs are we 
attended by non-members. The desire. for a!· 
tainment, ultimately, of the self-~upportmg posi
tion has grown considerably durmg the year. 

W. Gale said that· it was his pr_ivilege to 
be the servant of. the. Conference m Cas~le
maine. When he first went to Castlema11!e 
he was full of hope for the fut~tre, but his 
anticipations had not been realised. Many 
of the members had left .the district, and 
the nnan~ial position o~ the church l_1ad suf
fered. He was expectmg better things tor 
'the coming year, and with the co-operation 
of many willing workers, he hoped to have 
a better report to submit to the next Con-
ference. • 

VI. STAWELL. 
On Sept. 101 Bro. J. E. Shipway began his la

bors at Stawell. Five added to the church by 
faith and baptism. Attenr1.anr:es have steadily im
proved. Open air work quite healthy, good audi
ences listenin~ to the. preaching. The outlook 
seems very bright. . . 

J. E. Shipw.ay was not able to be present 
at the Conference, b"ut sent a short written 
report, in which he· spoke hopefully of the 
prospects in Stawell. 

VII. KYNETON, DRUMMOND AND TAR-
• , ADALE. · •.• 

Bro. J. R. Combridge is located in this dis
trict, and in addition to the above places also 
holds meetings at Bourke and Piper's Creek. 
Attendances very satisfactory. • The principal 
work at Taradale is a splendid .Bible School; cou
ducted by Bro. and Sister A. Clarke. • Ten added 
by faith and baptism. • • : . , ·: . ,. . 

J. R. Combridge said that some of the 
best preachers in Victoria came from the 
Kyneton district, such as '.r.. Bagley,. J. I. 
Mudford, and A. R. l\fain, who were all 
from that district. He could speak very 
highly of the spiritual condition of the 
membership. Af Drummond they had. 
splendid meetings, but it was difficult to ,,.et 
an audience in Taradale. The work :.in. 
Kyneton was slow, for though Kyneton 
was rich and prosperous, it was1 perhaps, 
the most conservative town in Victoria. 

VIII. SHEPPARTON AND COSGROVE. 

Since fast Conference, llro. H. M. Clipstonc 
has labor~d with the churches at these places. 
The meetings have bee.n we.II attended, and 22 
persons ·have ·been recetv~d mto the ~hurch; 17 
of these were added durmg the special mission 
condu~t~d by Bro. Bagley, 

Add1t1ons as follows :-Faith and baptism, 18; 
restored, 3 ; formerly baptised, J. . 

. H .. M. Clipstone said that Shepp~rton 
d!str!ct 'Yas ~me _of ~l!e most prosperous 
rh~tn~ts m V 1ctona. I hey had ·expected by 
tlus tune to he self-supporting, but owing 
to removals they were not yet able to walk 
alone. All the meetings were on the in
~rease, an_d ~s many people were coming 
!nto t~e distract to take up land, it was the 
intention of the church to do what they 
could to secure some of tJ1e111. The breth
ren at Cosgrove were staunch in• the faith 
but had great difficulties to contend with. .' 

~1 
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IX. COLAC. 

This church h:is been served by B 
Connor, H. Swam, and Gilbert Ch ~ea ~ ~ 
lions :-By faith and baptism 3 u~ tr. -"ddl: 
Swain's preachin~, and 6 und~r Bro t Bro. It 
Total, 9. The Bible School has do~bl ha~ 
the past four months. Attendances t Cd du~ 
ings grca_tl~ increased. The churclt lll llltet. 
£100 to m1s~1on fund next year, and aim Pl'OQiiles 
self-supporting next Conference. 5 at bei.ii 

G. Chandler said that the church at Co 
four years ago was a mere handful b lac 
mission conducted by H. G. Har;a Ut the 
suited in a substantial increase an~d re. 
church had made progress ever ~ince .the 
W. Connor and H. Swain had also· A. 
fine work. . The Church Ext:nsion Co do!" 
tee had given them splendid help i~
erection of the new chapel, which wa e 
credit to the town. The last six mon~ha 
they had doubled the Bible School }Is 
was giving special attention to th; Bibt 
School, as he believed that the hope of th c 
futllre lay in that direction. e 

X. MALLEE DISTRICT. 

IJro. W. Ure°i1 commenced i'n this circuit last 
July, and has labored with the followii)g c:hur 
ches :-Brin(, Wilkur, J?um_nunkle and Warrac:k: 
nabcal. It ts a large c1rc111t, and Bro. Urm ha, 
travelled. ahout 2~00 miles. f\dditio~s :-By faith 
and ba1?l1sm, 6. He has resigned hts position as 
evangelist. 

W. Uren said that tl1e Mallee district was 
a most important one, and when he first 
went there he saw that there were many 
people thirsting for the gospel. The breth
ren at ·Brim were a fine lot of people and 
very spiritually minded. The Malle~ was 
a large district and required at least two 
evangelists in the field. He would urge the . 
~]aims of Warracknabeal! a~ in his opinion 
1t was the centre of the distract. What they 
wanted \\'as a tent mission in that town. 

X. SOUTH MELBOUR;,IE. 

Ilro. P. D. McCallnm has been located at South 
Melbourne for about three months, and during 
that tim<', while no additions have tn be reported, 
much progres~ has been made and attcndallCfs 
have improved at morning and evening srrvi«s. 

P. D. McCall um said they were not' tnrn
ing the world upside down at South Mel
bourne. 'I'he field was not as responsive 
as he was led to believe, bttt they were sow
ing the seed and hoped to reap by-~~d-bye. 

XIL SUUSIDISED CHURCHES. . 

The following churches have been rcceivin1 
subsidies:- .. · 

l\Iiddle Park. 
20 ad<litions hv faith and baptism, 3nJ 10 fo~~ 

mcrly immersed.' Bro. J. A. Irvin.e was. l_ocatcu 
hrre, b!Jt has recently resigned his pos1t1on as 
evangelist. 

Montrose. 
Two additions by faith and bapti~m. Speakers: 

llrcn. Rothery, Noble and Brough. 

Warragul. 
Ten additions by faith and obedience, and rrre 

previously baptised. Speakers have been :
5

. r: 
Goodwin, Fitzgerald, A. Wedd and F. J. 1'1 • 

Ascot Vale. 1 
The Conunitter assisted the churchKDt /5,;1 

Vale to secure the services of Bro. v 1.~~ll co
I ~e church is now supportiug Bro. -
t1rely. 
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Preston. 
Hall succeedM Bro. H. Baker at" tbfa 

Bro· Seven additions by faith and baptism. • 
place. Box Hill and Blackburn. •• -

chers. Bren. Nightingale and Chappell, 
Prea b~ving gone to Collingwood, was sue-

the laJlbr Bro. Cecil Hall, who is now prea_ch!ng 
cee<!e Y urn Bro. Bagley held a tent m1ss10n 
at Bladfmt • Additions: By faith and baptism, 
at .Bf:rmerly immersed, :z. 
11 ' St. Arnaud. 

J Sivyer conducted the preaching ser
. Bro. er~ .from April to S~tember. Fro'!1 then 

vic~j t st month the :neehngs were earned on 
::~ J!a1 supplies. Bro: _Allan Wedd is now vis

. weekly One addition. iung • 
Wonga Park and Croydon. 

Have also been subsi~ised by the Committee. 
B Wedd was for a. time at the f_?rmer place, !d· Bro. C. H. Pratt ts now preachmg at Cr0y
don, and Bro. Cockroft at Wonga Park. 

XIII. SUM-MARY. 
The following_ is a summa':Y of the foregoing 

reports :-By faith and baptism, 164; formerly 
immersed, 24; restored, 7; total, 195. 

XIV. ATTENDANCE OF ME::\IBERS. 

In November last, Bro. P. A: Dickson resigned, 
owing to his removal to Adel~tde .. Bro. J as. ~le-- , 
Gregor being next on the votmg hst at last (011-

frrencC: was appointed to fill the vacancy. 
Number of meetings· held, 12.. ~- M. Gordon, 

u; H. King_s_bury, 9; :\V. C. ~ratgte, II; M. Mc
lellan, 12;. H. Swain, 2 ~resigned); A. R. ~y~l1 
(from August), 8; J. \\. Baker, 10; A. M1Ihs, 
12; F. G. Dunn, . 12; B. J. Kemp, 11 ; J ;is. _Mc: 
Gregor (from November), 6; R C. Edwards, 8; 
J. Pittman, 12. 

On behalf of the H.M. Committee, 
C. M. GORDON, President. 
M, McLELLAN, Secretary. 

'fhe Home Missionary Committee's Re
port was adopted ~s a whole. 

1<:LECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The election of officers and conunittccs 
'for the year 1912-13 resulted as follows:-

(Announced Alphabetically.) 
President of Conference, H. Kingsbury. 
Vice-President, A. R: :\Iain. 
Treasurer, W. C. Craigie. 
Secretary, M. McLellan. 
Assistant Secretary, A. R. Lyall. 
It :M. Committee: Vv. II. Allen, J. \V. 

Baker, F. G. Dunn, C. M. Gordon, Il. J. 
Kemp, A. Millis, Jas. McGregor. 

Foreign Mission Comri1ittee: \V. A. 
Kemp, J. McC.Oll, G. B. Moyscy, A. C. 
~{ nkine, Mrs. W. A. Kemp, Mrs. R. Lyall, 
.I\ rs. F. M. Ludbrook. 

Temperan~ Committee: J. G. Barrett. ir H. Barrett, E. M. Hall, L. Larsen, F. 
• t~lean, \V. C. Thurgood, W. J. Way. 

.Bible School Union: President, J. C. • F. 
~•ttwn; Vice-President, R. Enniss; Treas., 
~- Mitchell; Secretary, J. Y: Potts; 
bridge~ttce: Jos. Collings, W. J: Wood-

gi~~ergarten Committee: W. C. Crai
Kc:n C. Edwards, T. B. Fischer, B. J. 

s·P, A. Millis, J. Shar-p. . 
haQd:dr~• names of this Committe~ not yet 

m. . 
Conference· Sermon: W. ff,_. Allen.. 

I 

Sbi ).n.sfralia•n· «bristiaitr ~1 

SATURDAY'S SESSION. • H . .Lewis, H. Swain, A. C. Rankine, A. W. 

The Conference re-assembled 011: Satur.:. Co!1nor, \V. C. Craig!e, C. Morris, S. G. 
<lay morning at 9.30, .\vhen a. devotional.. Gnffith and C. J. ~~l~tc_o~ •. - _ 
meeting was held, romluctecl by P. D. Mc- NOTICES OF MOTION. 
Callum. ABORIGINES. 

At IO o'clock the chair was taken by the 
President, C. l\J .>.Gordon, an<l after the 
opening hymn A .. ' R. l\'f ain led the meeting 
in prayer. . ' • 

'fhe unfinished reports were then pro
ceeded· with.· 

"That the Constitution of Conference be am-• 
ended to allow Aborigines Mission· Work to be 
engaged in, if necessary, either by the Home or 
Foreign Missionary Committees." 

On the motion of T. Il. ~ischer, seconded 
hy D. /\. L~wis, it was resoJve<l, That the 
clanse relating- to Aborigines Mission work 
he adopted. 

COUNClL OF CHURCHES. 
1. "That the necessary steps· be taken so that 

this Conference of Associated Churches of Christ 
may be represented on the Council of Churches, 
:md through its chosen representatives, take part 
in its deliberations." 

On the motion of M. \V. Green, it was 
resolved, That notice of motion in regard 
to the Council 01 Churches ·be· adopted. 

~ The following brethren were appointed 
to represent the Conference on the Council 
of Churches :-\V. H. Allen, \V. C. Craigie, 

• F: G. D"im1i,· ~I. ·vv~·Green, TI. Kingsbury, 
A. C. Rankine. 

" NE TE:.\f ER.E DECREE." 
2. "That as the Roman Catholic Church, by the 

---~- promulgation ·of the·"·Ne Temere·Decree" in this 
State, which, as interpreted by Bishop Grimes, 
of Christchurch, so seriously affects non-Cath
olics, as well as seeks to nullify the State's mar
riage law, which interpretation is the following, 

• - 'From ·next-·Easter-any such marriage contracted 
hy a Catholic, either in a registry office or befort' 
a non-Catholic cleriYman, will be. null and void,' 

._ ~. ____ thus declaring_ marriages conti:.ac;ted in accordance 
with the law of the State to be no marriages at 
all; this Conference earnestly requests the Gov
ernment to make such amendment of the Mar
riage Act as shall make it a grave penal offonee 
for any person to incite husband and wife to sep
arate on the grounds of this decree; further, that 

H. Kingsbury, 
The New Victorian Conference President. 

CHURCH EXTENSION · REPORT. a copy of this resolution be· sent to the G_overn
ment, and also to the Council of Churches, with 

Since last year. the Committee ha,·e tlleasnre 111 
reporting bemg able to render assistance to the 
church at Preston by advanci1:g £341/8/- to pay 
off their liabilities pending the completion of a 
loan on fixed mortgage with a Society. This is 
e~pected shC?rtly to be arrnnged ancl the ~oney 
will be repaid. • . 

The Colac church is now making repayment on 
account of loan reported iii last Statement, and 
their total debt to the Committee now stands at 
£550. The Committee hope that very ~0.0!1 the 
church will arrange to take the respons1L1hty of 
the debt themselves and repay the Cominittec, so 
as to enable assistance to be given to other chur-
ches needing buildings. . 

Brethren who can make donations or loans to 
the Church Extension Fund will find a most use
ful outlet for their money and greatly assist 
churches to establish their causes on a firm basis 
by getting their own chu_rch buildings. • 
- _ • W. C. CRAIGIE, 

A. MILLIS,-. 
C. HARDIE, 
R LYALL, 

Church Extension Committee. 

(Fina11cial Stnle111r11t _ou· page 248.) 

On the motion of A. G. Bennett, the 
Church Extension Report and Balance 
Sheet were adoptecJ. • • 

The following brethren e~phasise<l the 
importance of Church Extensaon work: E. 

a view to its co-operation." . . • 

The notice of motion relating to the "_Ne 
Temerc Decree" was moved by M. "\V. 
Green, and carried unanimously. 

ISOLATED BRETHREN. 
On the motion of F. G. Dunn, it was r('

solved, That it be a re~ommendation to thl! 
Home Mission Committee that steps l,~ 

taken to get the names and addresses of all 
the is?lated br~thren i11 Victoria. . : 

At this stage \V. D. Rankine, of ~ydney, 
sang . a solq. 

BIBLE SCHOOL UNION .. 

Our Committee has very great pleasure in sub
mitting to Conference a brief account of work 
ac<:omplished during the year. 

We would draw attention to our affiliation with 
Conference on the 20th April, 1911, and also tu 
the alteration in name from the " Sunday School 
Union" to that cf "The Bible School Union," on 
M~ 8, 1911. •• • • . . . 

These are events ·that mark a pomt of time 111 

the history of this Union (after 30 years' dura
tion), from which succeeding years--will be num
berM. The e«ects produced by the former arc 
only in their initial staees, but whilst this is so. 
it 19 pleasing to observe that ' since we have 
been united toacther a deeper interest ha1 
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CONFERENCE CHURCH EXTENSION FUND. 
STATBMBNT OP RBCBIPTS AND BXPBNDITURE .TO MARCH, 1912• 

RECE[PTS. 

D • -Lonattons . . . . . . . . . . . . 
oans ............. . 

Interest ........... . 

Church Colac-
Refund, Fire Insurance Premiums 
Refund, Legal Expenses 

Church Colac-
Jntercst on Money Owint 
R<i>:tyment~ acco1111t Money Owing 

l>rocee,h. Sale of Surplus Land . . . . 

. . .£190 TO 6 
200 o o 

I 4 TO 
---- 151 15 4 

7 0 4 
4 1,1 0 

II ,3 4' 

11 18 0 
TJI 18 6 

1.18 12 6 

755 17 8 

EXPENDITURE. 

Church, Colac- . . 
Colt of Land and ~mld111g • , • • 
Fire Insurance Premiums • • • • 
Legal Expenses . . . . • . . • 
Bank Interest and Charges 

Church Preston-
Money Advanced 

.. .£830 II 0 

. 7 O 4 
4 13 o 

IO 16 2 
---- 853 o 6 

341 8 o 

Ralance, Bank Over<lra!t .. . . . . .. 438 IO JO 

.£1194 8 6 .£u94 8 6 

CHURCH OF CHRIST, COLAC, 
In Account with Conference Church Extension Fund. 

Cost of Land and Buildini . . . . . . . . .£830 t 1 o 
Less Proceeds, Sale of Surplus L:in<l . . q8 12 6 

Repayments . .' . . . . . • .£131 18 6 
Balance Owing to Ch~;cl; • E,;tension F_un_d ___ ._. Jr. 18 i 

£681 18 6 

CHURCH OF CHRIST, PRESTON, 
In Account with Conference Church Extension Fund. 

:\{oney Adnnced . . £3.p 8 o Balance Owing to Church Extension Fund £341 - 8 o . 
(. 

R. LY A LL, Treasurer. Audited and found correct, 
Melbourne, 1'.farch 18, 1912. THOS. W. SMITH, Auditor. 

been- aroused in Bible School work, not only 
amongst the members in general, but also on the 
part of our leaders. • 

Forty-four schools are now connected with the 
Union, this being the highest ·number ever rec
orded since its organisation. 

Our Committee meetings_ arc held on the last 
Monday in each month, for the purpose of talk
ing over those subjects which tend to the better
ment of our schools. 

It is pleasing to mention that the <lelcgates 
chosen, m most cases, have been faithful to the 
trust imposed upon !hem, not. only as regards 
their attendances at our meetings, but also as to 
the active part taken on all matters bronght for~ 
ward for our consideration. 

Our •annual examination was held oi1 the 23rd 
October, 19JI. Subject, "First Principles." This 
was an unprecedented success compared with the 
one held seven years ago, on the ·same subject, 
resulting in an increase of 192 entries and 87 
competitors. • -· • 

The 1911 examination produced 565 entries and 
330 competitors. Of this number 70 per cent. 
were successful in obtaining awards as follows: 
28 received prizes, 9'J medts,. and 104 ferti_lica~es. 
This is considered most -satisfactory m view of 
the topics on which the questions were prepared. 
These crucial tests still have a strong hold upon 
our schools as evidenced by tht; fact that no less 
than 35 schools took pa~t therem. . r 

On account of the Umo~s of ~.S.\V. and New 
Zealand fallina- into 1i_ne ~ath this. State, we were 
t"nablcd for the first tm1e m our Justory to bold a 
Federal Examination and to award a .Feder?l 
Pri&c in each division to the best. paper sent 111 
by. the above. These were e~ammed_ by Bren. 

A. R. Main, H. Kingsbury and T. B. Fischer. 
Five prizes wer{! won by Victoria, J by N.S.\V., 
and I by New Zealand. 

Our best thanks are due to the examiners for 
their :irduous task, which has merited the general 
approbation of the Committees of these Unions. 

Our annual demonstration was held on Decem
ber 18, in the Christian chapel, Lygon-st. This 
g~thering _was presided over by J. C. F. Pittman, 
V1ce-Pres1dent, who presented the State prizes 
to the successful competitors and the certificates 
to representatives of the various schools. He 
congratulated them on the-ir achievements. Dur
ing the proceedings, items were rendered by the 
scholars from the schools of the Union which 
were highly appreciated by a large audien~e. 

Our second annual Teachers' ~onfcrence was 
held in the ~hristian ch.ape!, Brighton, on Ja'n 
29, 1912. Th1_s was presided over by our Presi
dent, T. B. Fischer, and proved to be a brilliant 
suc~ess,. and wa~ witpout doubt the best meeting 
of its kmcl held m this State. To Rro. Fischer be
longs the honor of suggesting its introduction 
as an auxiliary·to Bible School work, for which· 
he deserves the best thanks of the brotherhood. 
Excellent addresses were given at this Confer
e~e by Bren. P. J. Pond, G. B. Moysey, J. C. F. 
Pittman, W. H. Allen, H. E. Knott and '\ C 
Rankine. ·' • • • 

The Federal prizes ,won by·this State were pre
sen.tcd at this gathering to the successful com
petitors by our P~eside!1t, wlio eulogised -them 
f?r the honors gamed m their respective dh•i
sions. • 

' Bible Sunday and F.M. Children's Day. 
Services were held during the year in most of 

the Union achools. Pro1rammes were prepared 

by the respective Committees deaiina with. the 
work in which they arc engaged. The items were 
rendered by the scholars. At both of these m~
ings collections were taken up to assist fiaanci· 
ally the above Committees in their operation• to 
extend their labors .. 

Visitor's Report. • • 
Our V.isitor, J. H. Drummond, bas discharg_ed 

his duties faithfully,· having visited all our city 
and suburban schools, and in addition t~erchto 
has paid a visit to the Taradale scnool, whidcb c 
represents on the Union. Reports presente were 
of an interestintt and encourdgin~ ch~racter,~nd 
were well received. His visitations bav~ kt 
productive of good, not on!y to t~e schoo S. I
also to the Union by bringing us mto closer a 
sociation with each other. 

Organising Secretary. • • • d 
Our Committee resolved that v.:c ~~:i, 

to Conference that Bro. H. Swam . 1 to cn
throu&:h th1; Home Missionary. Co!1}111

1
bo1tteeme aad 

gage m Bible School work in """'e u 
suburbs during the winter months. 

• Executive Committee: • .... 
h' h ,natt ... -Nl!mbe~ of meetings held, 8, •~ W iced and la 

of vital ·1111portance have been di•r1..!! endorsed 
all cases their deliberations have ~ .. 
by the General Committee. , • cd bv .Co, n_ ,er· Attendances of Members Appomt ~ 

. enc,,. . • Conninl, 7_; 
J. Y. Potts, 8; T. B. Fischer, 7;C.P.W :Mitchell, 

J. C. F. Pittman, s; C. Peters, 4l •. . 
3. • record th• 

Our Committee desires to p'1,ce onSf•t• )(fL 
1rcat lou 1u1taioed in the death of 

' 
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_ ,April JI, l~ll, 

-1 Life Honorary Member, and also in 
& J)a-yael, f Bro C. L Thurgood, who was a 
tbc d:.i:en~ supporter of Bible School work. 
most okt are due to Bro. J. E. Thomas, Ade-

Our :a p~ring questions for examination ; 
Jaide, r Main, Gordon, Kingsbury, Pittman, 
~-Hten· and Fischer, for 111loting marks; to the 
~ne f the Swanston-st. and Lygon-st. chur
oflicers ~ the use of their buildings; to the Ed
ches. 1° the "Australian Christian" for publishing 
itot O • and also to ~ro. Nat. Haddow and Sis
repo

1
rts bickens. for services rendered at all our 

ter • . 
P11ic:n= we desire to express. our grati-

/ to our heavenly Father for bless11.1g our ef
tu e in the past, and we go forward tn full as
!~nce, believing that he will guide us in thr 
days that are to come. . 

On behalf of the Comnuttee, 
J. YOUNG POTTS, Hon. Sec. 

A Bible School Union Sessio~ was held 
on Saturday afterno~n, commencmg at 1_.30. 
T. B. Fischer, Supermtendent of the Umon, 
took the chair. · J Y. Potts moved the adoption of the re-
port, and J. C. F. Pittman seconded it. A 
number of brethren spoke to the report, 
namely, .T. B. Fischer, P. J. P<?nd, C. A. 
Quick, Andrews, Benson, H. Chpstone, C. 
W. Mitchell, H. Swain, and R. Lyall. 

H. Wright, of W.A., again favored the 
Conference_ with a_ solo. 

KINDERGARTEN . COMMITTEES' 
REPORT> ~911-12. 

The Committee bas been employed in intro
ducing Kindergarten methods into our Bible 
Schools, and is pleased to report the progress 
made in this work during the year. 

To bring improved methods before the teachers 
and church members, a series of addresses on 
Kindergarten methods as applied to Bible Schools 
was, under the direction of the Committee, given 
by Miss Vial, Kindergarten expert; who funher 
showed her interest in the wprk by donating 4 
to our funds. The value of these methods was 
clearly shown by practical demonstration, during 
these lectures, and some knowledge was gained 
as to the apparatus required for the work. 

Man1 teachers. availed themselves of this op
porturuty arid applied the knowledge they ob- . 
tamed for the benefit of their -young charges as 
far -as local conditions would ·allow. Bro. Sharp 
bu done valuable work in connection with thrsc 
lectures. 
, It is to be hoped that the chu~ches will further 
interest themselves in the teaching of the young 
and will be led to provide the requirements for 
the successful carrying on of this branch of Bible 
School work. 

Since our last report, and in some cases through 
the influence of these lectures, five more Kindcr
Prtens were established, namely :-Fitzroy, As
~!_ Vale, South Melbourne, Swanston-st., -Bal
aaqt. Brighton, Castlemaine and· Middle Park, 
~roup (presumably) the example shown in the, 
foorth Melbourne Free Kindergarten, had each 

nn~ one 1;1rcviously. 
It ll pleumg •to note that in some of these 

~oob the number of little ones attending has· 
~ doubted. The system is attractive to child
ren and helps to _pther them in. 

Bat for the difficulty of providing an cquip
:r't, other schools would follow the example of 
th~ lllentioned. The Committee is assisting in 
fr II lllltter as far as possible. The apparatus 
h:1be the •North ·Melbourne Free Kindergarten 
Fit en k~t intact, and has been lent to the 
of ~ible School for a term, with the option 
barned IC, or at the end of the term to be re
~ ha~ btbe Committee to be passed on. Chairs, 
~ e ttll lent to other schools on the same 
celYli tlt Azri 1Chool1 applyini will, if possible, re~ 
. Nter e llln~ pmilege1. 

Wa ....... ~ the attention of the churches to 
-..tOd ol teacbinr, and to further assist the· 

Sbt ).n1traltan «bri1fi11t 
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teachers in their work, a Kindergarten library is 
being formed. The latest books on Kindergarten 
methods are lent to any . teachers and church 
members desiring to read them on application to 
the Secretary. • 

Finances. 
The expenses at the beginning of the year were 

not heavy, and having funds in hand, no calls 
were made on the liberality of the brethren, but 
if assistance is to be iivcn Lo schools in establish
ing IGndergartens, the Committee will require 
funds for the purpose. • 

Changes. 
The Committee has to r('gret the sad loss of 

Sister Davies. She hrlpcd in every way pos
sible the work taken in hand. Until prc,·cnted by 
illness, she attended rrgularly the mrrtings of· 
the Committee, and· the weekly lectures by Miss 
Vial. Her unt.iring efforts. contributed grc11tly 
to the success of the work. Bro. Sharp also did 

• valuable work in connection with these lectures. 
At the b('ginning of the year Bro. Fischer was 

appointed Secretary. Through pressure of work 
Bro. Fischer, in order to take up duties as Sec
retary of the Federal Confer<'nce Arrang('mrnfs 
Committee. resigned the position in October, 
19n, and Sister Miss Jerrems was appointed his 
successor. Bro. Fischer remains a member of 
the Committee. 

Meetings. 
The Committee has held 10 meetings during • 

the year. The attendance being as follows:-
Mr. Millis, President, 8; Mr. Craigie, Treas., 

6; Mr. T. B. Fischer, 8; :Mr. H. Swain, 2; Mr. J. 
Sharp, 7; Mr. R C. Edwar<ls, o; Mrs. E. Davies, 
Vice-President, 6; l\frs. J. Tully, Vice-President, 
6; Mrs. Millis, 6; Mrs. J. Haddow, 6; Mrs. Roy 
Thompson, 6; Miss J errems, Secretary, 10. 

Future. 
The Committee feels that it has but touched 

the fringe of this work. That it is of vast im
portance to the y.:mng and the church m~st be 
acknowledged •by anyone who has seen a Kinder
garten at work, or who has studied this method· 
of teaching, and the Committee strongly recom
mends it to the further notice of the brethren. 
A dcmonstrntion will he given by the B-righton 
Kindergarten during the Bible School session on 
Saturday afternoon. . ' 

Character· of Work. 
A little consideration will serve to show that 

the character of the work of this Committee has 
altered v.ery • materially since its formation in 
19()8. Originally it ca·rried o~ a Free Kin~lergar
ten at North Melbourne. Tins was orgamsed by 
our sister, the late Mrs. ~- Davies; and Rr(?, ~- T. 
T HardinJ and was chiefly supported by Sister 
D~vies. F1~ding it inad,·isable to. continue wor½
ing in that direction, we determmrd to try tlus 
method of tt!11ching in our schools, and to-clay we 
have several of these children's gardens in and 
a~ound Melbourne, wi1erein we arc sowing the 
good seed of the kingdom. ~aving ~>rought th_e 
work to this stage the Comnuttee tl11nks that 1t 
may now be committed to the charge ~f the Bihle 
School Union, it having become a R1bl_e School 
work. The Committee r~commends tins course 
to the consideration of tl11s Conference. 

C. JERREMS, Secretary. 

FREE KINDERGARTEN. CHURCHES OF 
CHRIST IN VICTORIA. 

Stalt>mcnt • of Receipts and Expt>nditure for 
' : Year Ending March, 1912. 

. • • Receipts; 
To Cash Oil hand, March, 1911 ... , , , l:20 2 2 
Individual. Contributions, in~luding ~ur-

ther proceeds from Musical Society 
Concert of .March, 19n . , . , , 4 15 I I 

. ' : 

. Expenditure. . 
• • .r 

By S~lar1es .. : , , • • .. ... • • • • 
PrinUng ••• , , • •·· • • • • • • • • 
Furniture . , , , • • ', , • • • • • • • • • • 
Books etc. • . • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Cartatic and Storage__ • • •. • •. • • • • 
Sundnes' aad Posta,e . . , ,_ , , , , , , , , . . . 

£24 18 I 

£8 0 0 
.2 9 0 
5 II 0 
0 12 5 
I 17 0 
a 7 _10 

Caretaker .... , .. , ....... . 
Cash on hand .. . . .. .. . . . . 

Audited and found correct, 

2 0 0 
,:z O JO 

£24 18 I 

CHARLES BARNACLE } Auditors 
THOS. W. SMITH • • 

15th March, 1912. 
I 

On the motion of C, 'N.- Mitchell,· the 
Kindergarten Committee's report was ad
opted. 

H. Swain referred to the display which 
had just been witnessed as a splendid ex-
ample of teaching the young. , 

J. Sharp explained some matters in re
gard to Kindergarten work. 

W. C. Craigie, A.-Millis and J.E. Thomas 
also referred to the importance of Kinder
garten work, and expressed their apprecia
tion of the object lesson given by Sister 
Sharp. · • . 

Resolved on the motion of M. McLellan, 
That a hearty vote of thanks be given to 
Mrs: Sharp, the teachers, and children, who . 
had come from Brighton to give us such a 
fine display of Kinder~arten work. 

Resolved on the motion of \V. C. Craigie, 
'rl1at it be a recommendation to the Bible 
School Union to take over the Kindergar
ten work, provided that after due consid
eration the Bible School Union can see its 
way clear to undertake the responsibility. 

TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE·. 
The year just closed has been one of great ac

tivity, and your Committee arc thank.fut to be 
Able to report that under divine blessing they have 
been able to establish a record in the number of 
public meetings held. During the past ten years 
the highest number held 'µnder the auspices of the • 
Committee have been 27. This year the total 
number was 51, which is easily a record and has 
never been approached by any previous Committt>e 
as -far as we know. This is exclusive of other 
meetings held in the country, many of which ha\'C 
not been reported to us. For what we have been 
c.-nablcd to do we thank God and take courage. ' 

At the inc~tion of the Committee a difficulty 
arose in appointing a secretary, owfog to the 
large demands that office necessarily entails, and 
after consideration, we requested Bro. J. H. Bar
rett to join us. This he consented to do, and we 
specially thank him for the time, care and- labor 
he has so willingly given to this important branch 
of our work. Indeed lt is mainly through his ef
forts that we are l'nabled_ to present such an ex-
cellent report. • . • . 

We are thankful to report that the Reduction 
Board in Victoria . is s_teadily . decreasing the 
number of licensed houses at the rate of a little 
over 100 per year, :md up to date 520 houses have 
been closed. . . . . 

In 1917 Victoria will take her first State-wide 
poll, :md as a people we will have the opportunity 
to do our part in the extinction· of the traffic. 

Your Committee, at the express direction of 
last year's Conference, forwarded a resolution, 
which was unanimously agreed to respecting the 
curtailment of the hours of trading for licensed 
houses to every church, and we are pleased tll 
report in many instances a vote was taken, :inc.I 
the decisions arrived at were forwarded to the 
Premier of the State as well as to members of 
both branches of the Lel{islaturc. · 

At the first mectin,r of the Committtt, Bro. J. 
G. Barrett was agam re-elected as Presic.len1. 
Vke-President, \V, J. Way. Press Correspond
ent, L Larsen. Treasurer, E. M. Hall. Repre
sentative, Victorian Alliance, W. J. Way. Secre-
tary, J. H. Barrett. ' • 

In accordance with the world-wide custom, we 
requested our churches ~o ~serve~ Temperance 



Sunday on the seco d S • • -
sent to - each evan "r undaY_ m November, and 
Budget, issued ii fi~ 1st . the ,1 emperance Sunday 
ing matter helpl,1 f~;'111torian Allfance,· con~a.iu
ac\dresses, and forth l kipurpose of ~omp1hng 
ence, to onr w k ;r, _as, ng for special rcfcr
lher request fi: · 'ijd~ntally we -made a fur
ancc to ros ~ co ection to enable the Alli
was J.10~13/6~ute its wor_lc. The amount n·,liscd 

b \V C arc plca~ed to report that the East Subur
c!~s o-operation are doing JOod work . in the 

c of Temperance, and tlunk such a system 
could b~ worked with advantage both in town as 
~v11~. as. 111 the country, by churches forming them
i c 

1
' <'~ t11to groups. \Ve have been -privileged to 

w I\ Ill some of their meetings. . , 
\\ C :ire rplr~scd to -report th:it Sister L lie 

fri;rky, o, Leicester, England, visited Kew fea
_an recently to a~sist in the Local Option Poll, 
,mcl on 1_,cr r~tum Journey the Committee arr:ing
cd 1_11ect111gs.'111 l\lelbournc and suburbs. 

Sister Gnmlcy's power as a platform speaker 
'ri~•<las much appreciated, and altogether we feel con-
1 cnt lh~l 1t h.is been ·an up-lift for our work 

A,s _showmg the esteem in which she is held i,;
~~~ Zealand, they have made a request for her 
ser\"lces. J.>r the next poll: 

Bro._ L, Lusen, after. cons1,1ltation • with the 
Comn11ttcc-, un~ertook whilst laboring will, the 
chur_ch at Coll111gwecd, to visit the cells at the 
Colht)gwood, lock-up, and administer the pledge 
t~ pr~~one·rs loc\(ed up for· drunkenness. In tl1is 
'' ay he has been of much assistance to many who 
unfortunately arc under the power of the demon 
Alcohol, .. and· he l1as done a lot of quk-t earnest 
work b~ \'isit!ng the families of such ;nen .md 
women 111 their homes. 

. Bro. 4rsen's r1:moval to Dandcnoug comp.elled 
h1!11 to_ gtv!! up tl11s work, and for his scn·ices in 
ll11s d11:ect1011. the Committee thank him. It is 
now ~mg successfu,lly carried on by Mr.· T. A. 
Eunson, of the Baeu~t Tabernacle, Sackville-st. 

\Ve ~hank the Editors of the "Christian and 
the Al!1a11ce_Rccord, Bren. Dunn and Barrett, fo.r 
space m their pages, and also to the many work
ers who have. assisted at meetings by addresses' 
and others who, hr. their music and elocutionary 
dforts, h:ive contributed to their success. 

A special word of thanks is also due to Bro. 
Dagley, onr late State Evangelist who during t11e 
:,rent Missions held throughout 

1

the State pro111-
111cntly spoke on the Temperance qnestion and 
thus helped on our. work. • 

One of our workers has fallen by the wa"side 
vi7. .. our late Bro. C. L Thurgood. • ' 

Bro. Thurgood helped us in our work during 
the year, and was a whole-l1earted advocate not 
only of total abstinence, but prohibition. o:1ring 
the period of his work in Pittsburg, U.S.A .. he 
kept up a correspondence' with the President, Bro.· 
]. G,. Barrett, and gave information and assist-· 
am:e upon Temperance topics relating to the 
United States, which was of l{reat assistance. He 
has been called to higher service, and our sincere 
sympathy is tendered to Sister Thurgood, and the 
other lo,,ed ones left behind. 

\Ve heartily thank Bro. \V. C. Thurgood for 
the use of his rooms and for the pleasant bro
therly meetings held there. The Committee have 
been united and happy in its work, and will 
look back upon its term of· service with pleasant 
,nemodes. 

The Committee held 9 meetings, which were at-
tended as follows :..:.... . • 

J. G. Barrett, 9; L. Larsen, 8; E. M. Hall, 9; 
V{. C; Thurgood, 7; J. H. Barrett, 7; W. Patter
son, i; \V. J. \Vay, 2; L \V. Holmes, 2. 

J. G. BARRETT, President. 
W,J.· WAY, Vice-President. 
J. . BARRETT, Secr<'tary. 

FINANCJAI; STATEMENT. 
1911 and 1912. 

Receipts. 
To Balance from last year.. . . . . . . /.2 J S 
Collcctlon,s from. Temperance Meet-

ings ·. . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . , . . . 4 16 J¼ 
Temperance Sunday, Victorian Alli-

ance , , , , , , , . , . , , , , .... , . 10 IJ 6 

... ~. - 1 I,. • ~ • a • ._ 

~bt • }.u1tralian ctbri.stian., 

Collections at Meetings held in con-
j unction with Miss Grimley . • 8 7 8 

Collection, Annual DemC1nstratiC1n 2 12 o 

Expenditure. 
By Austral, Printing from last year 
Artist's Expenses, Annual Demon-

stration .......... .. 
Postage, etc. . . . . . , . . . . 
Advertising . . . . . . . . . . 
Speakers' Expms<'S . . . . . . 
Temp. Sunday, Vil:. :\lli:incc .. 
Miss Grimley . . . . . . . . . . • .• 
Badges ............. . 
Cash in hand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

.£28 12 10¼ 

J.2 14 6 

3 1J 6 
I 4 5 
o 1u o 
0 7 0 

IO IJ 6 
8 7 8 
0 J 0 
0 JJ J¼ 

.l.!R.12 10!( 

E. M. 11:\LL, Trra~urer. 

Audited ancl found correct. 

March 22, 1912 .• ALFRED J. MILLIS. 

The report•-,,vas adopted on the motion of 
J. G. Harrett, an<I spoken to by him. He 
urgc<l the greater co-operation of the chur
ches in the work of the Committee, and gave 
some intere~tin~ clctails in regard to tem
perance work in Victoria. 'l'he motion was 
spoken to by Bren. J:i~hop, L. Larsen, C. 
Morri:-. A. Vt/. Connor, F. G. Dunn, and ,v. 
C. Craigie. 

Resolved on the motion of A. C. Ran
kine, That this Conference of Churches of 
Christ is in sympathy with the Victorian Al
liance in its endeavor to suepress the liquor 
traffic, and pledges itself to help it in any 
way to this end, and therefore urges the in
dividual members of the churches to ab
stain entirely from the use of intoxicating-_ 
liquors _as beverages. 

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 
· UNION. 

On behalf of the Council we desire to place be
fore you our annual report, and while doing so 
we are grateful to God for his many blessings 
granted to us during the year. 

The report, while not being a flourishing one, 
we believe shows that some good work has bec-n 
accomplished. 

The one pleasing feature of our work is the 
marked increase in numbers and usefulness of 
the Junior members connected with our Societies, 
and the interest shown by them speaks well for 
their future. The Christian Endeavor Socictv 
should be encouraged by all church members iti
asmuch that their motto "For .Christ. for Ch~rch 
for Country,'' stands for everything that is Christ~ 
like, noble and pure. 

While we are an auxiliary of the church, yet 
our work is not simply confined there but when
ever opportunil>.' affords, the C.E. So<;iety will al
ways give a willing hand. Ever_y church should 
have an Endeavor Society, and without it you find 
very little work accomplished. The reports which 
ha:ve been returned. to. the Union by various Com
mittees of the Societies, show that good interest 
in C.E. work ·has ·been maintained, and that where 
p~ssible and necessary, material help has been 
given to needy cases. 

The Lookout Committees of the various soci
eties have worked fairly well, and no doubt their 
~vork ha1 .been made harder by the. loss of prom
inent members who have left their district and 
their society. 

The Prayer Meeting Committee has, in most 
societies, been established, and they have helped 
~onsiderably in the conducti_ng of prayer mcet
!ngs prior to the gospel service on Sunday even-
mg. • 

The Sunshine Committee, according to reports 
and 1clf-lnftltiption, has proved itself to be the 
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most active of the committees for thi 
th~ir work of cheering and aiding h I sea~ ~ 
them a ·word worthy of commend;tioas Pined I 
sionary, Social, 1!fosical, Sunday Sch~i The ~i~ 
ance, Flower, Literature Committe ., T~ 
done their work in a satisfactory :is, etc., lia, • 

The business of the Union is und anner. e 
control of the <;:ouncil, which consist:r 0}he direct 
cers of t~c U mon, a!1d two representaf the olli. • 
each Society. Meetmgs are held ives fr0in 
which the business of the Union is mon!hly, at 
The officers have, we believe done tf~"ed oat • 
the interests of the Council, a~d when eir best iq 
has been given and circumstances per~l'tunity 
carried out the duties entrusted to the itted, they 

We were represented at the South A 
and Ballarat Com·entions, at which 311ralian 
from all parts of Australia were pres elegate, 

During the year we held a rally at thnt. 
ston-st. Church of Christ, and some fin e ~wan. 
addresses were appreciated by those .;h 5hrrin1 
present. 0 Wtre 

The following officers were elected fo 
P 'I t B E D • v· r 1912· re-sic en , ro. . ay1s; ice-Presidents B ·-
J.E. Allan, A. C. Rankme, W.J. Way R E r~. 
M~rrows; Secretary, C .. W. Timmi~s· Tnniss, 
~11,s R. Lee; F.:\1._Treas.! _J.\,li~s Meld~m- r1eas~ 
1nr Supt., i\lr. Connmg; _\TISltatton Convene' ~I -
E. Rowland. r, " r. 

E,·cry Society, with the exception of two 
visited by the President, Mr. J. E. Allan d' '!as 
the year. • llrtng 

,vc here t.ik_e the opportunity of thanking all 
".:h? h:ivc ~o f-:_i,nclly_ a~st~~ed us, and specially the 
J·.d1tor of the O1nman and the officers of th 
~w:111sto11-st. ChtJrch of Christ. We appreciat: 
smcc-rc-l_y cvcrythmg that has been done to bet . 
US. p 

Looking forward to a prosperous year, we hope 
to present even. a better report, and with the 
he:irty co-o_peratt0n of all, we trust our aim will' 
l,c accomplished. 

J., E. ALLAN, President. 
C. W. TIMMINS, Secretary. 

J. E. Allan, President of the Christian 
Emlcavor Union, moved the actoptionofthe 
report. and spoke of the important work the 
Endeavorers were cloing. and urged the 
churches to give the societies their hearty 
s11pJ?O_rt. _The motion. was seconded by C. 
\V. f1111m111;:, and earned. • 

VICTORIAN FOREIGN l\HSSION:\RY 
REPORT. 

_'l'he Foreign l\Iission report, though sub-. 
nutted for the inforrnation of the Victorian 
State Conference, is not included in this re
port of Conference proceedings, as it will 
be published in full in the report of the pro
ceedings of the Federal Conference. It was 
not thought necessary to print the ~ame 
matter twice. 

On the motion of C. A. Quick, the For
eign Missionary report was receivec.l. 

'I'. B. Fischer drew attention to the more 
salient points of the report, and gave some 
interesting items of information. • 

OUR AUSTRALIAN STATION. 

Miss Terrell, one of the returned mis
sionaries from India, said a few words, and 
expressed her pleasure and thankfulness at 
bemg present with the brethren once more,. 
She also announced her intention of return· 
i1;g again to India to conduct work in an-· 
other field. _During the course. of her .'j 
marks, she gave some interestmg medi~ 
experiences in connection with her work an_ 
India. • 
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DALTONGANJ. 

J. Pittman referred to the work at Dal
tonganj, and also spoke of the work at the 
Chinese Mission in Melbourne. 

CHINESE MISSION. . . 
s. Wong, a member of the Chinese 

church Melbourne, gave a good account of 
the w;rk, and stated that .it was the inten
tion of some of the Chinese brethren to re
turn to China and preach the gospel in that 
great country. • Bro. \Vong made a good 
speech. 

A. C. Rankine, H. ~Gng-sbury, A. Millis 
and Sister Baker also spoke to the report, 
and referred to the good work done by J. 
Pittman as Superintendent of the Chinese 
Mission. 

. J. Pittman thanked the brethren for the 
kind remarks made in reference to himsrlf, 
and made an earnest appeal to yotmg- men 
for help in the work of the mission. 

FINANCIAL. 
• R. Lyall, F.~1. Treasurer, spoke to the 

financial part of the report, and sai<l that 
the offerings last year were the largest 011 

record. This fact was largely clue to the 
splendid work done by 'r. B. Fischer, mir 
Organising Secretary, and had been mater
ially helped by the· splendid Foreign :\fis
sion number of the " Christian," which he 
had prepared_. 

AN APPRECIATION. 
Resolved, That this Conference places on 

record its appreciation of the faithful labors 
of Sister Zelius in the interests of Christian 
missions in foreign lands, and expresses the 
sincere hope that she may long be spared to 
continue the noble work. 

A. R. Main moved a comprehensive vote 
of thanks, which included all who had as
sisted to make the Conference a success .. 
This was seconded by Dr. J. Cook, and car-
ried unanimously. .. 

The best Conference .ever held in Vic
toria came to a successful end with prayer 
and the benediction. 

HOME MISSION NIGHT. 
On Friday evening, at 7.30 o'clock, in 

the Masonic Hall a great Home Mission 
meeting was held: The hall was crowded • 
to excess, fully 16oo people being present. 

W. H. Allen conducted a song service at 
the beginning of the meeting, which every 
one entered into most heartily. · 

The President of the Conference having 
taken the chair the audience sang "All Hail 
the Power of/'esus' Name" after which J. 
E. Thomas, o Adelaide, l~d the meeting in 
prayer. 

Tht New Presidmt. 
T~e retiring. President introduced the_ 

?r~s,<lcnt-elect, H. Kingsbury, to the meet-· 
•bng, ,and spoke very highly of Bro. Kings
ury I work. 

Sb-, instralian ct brisiian 
Bro. Kingsbury, in responding, expressed 

his appreciation of the honor conferred 
upon him in being called upon to fill the 
high position of President of the Confer
ence, and to represent so great a brother
hood. He expressed the hope that the new 
year would be one of great prosperity. In 
the words of Mr. Chapman, he would say: 
" God bless us all, and let us have a sweep
ing. victory." 

•~ •~ l' • 

. . ~ . 
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opi~ion; and to· say that Victoria does need 
Chri5t Why did Victoria need Christ? 
~t needed Christ, the reply might be given, 
JO .order to th~ purity of the social life. The 
evils t~at affhc~ed society, drunkenness·; im
!llorahty, and k.JOdred evils, were open sores 
m t~e .co1!11Ilumty. In regard to these things 
Ch~1stta01ty was a great preventative. Vic
toria also needed Christ to Inculcate the 
principle of brotherhood. There were many 

The Selling of Joseph. 

Address "Does Victoria Need Christf" 
' by H. E. Knott, M.A. 

H. E. Knott said that !f we. we~e to look 
to the majority of men JO Victoria for an 
answer "Does Victoria Need Christ?" the 
answer' would be "No." If we looked to 
ourselves an insigqificant minorit:y, the 
question ~vould be, " How are we g~mg to 
supply the need?" The people <?f this. State 
mi ht be unconscious of their need for 
Ch~ist, but the need was there a_ll t~e same. 
The minority, however, .w~s .sometunes the 
best to give an expert opim~n. And so 
those -who had followed. Christ and knew 
from experience were entitled to express an 

., . 

brotherhoods in the world, but none to com
pare to the brotherhood of Jesus Christ. 

.The brotherhoods of the world were limited 
in their operations, and had a ~arro~ vie~ 
of what constituted neighborsh1p. Victoria 
also needed Christ in order that men and 
women might be brought to a kno~ledge of 
the one true and living God. This know~ 
ledge could not be found in anf of the 
sciences_; it could only be !ound i!1 Jesus 
Christ. Victoria needed Christ also m order 
to bring about Christian U[!ion. 

Chorus by Ladies' Choir, " Protect Us 
Through the Coming Night." 
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Address, "Does Christ Need Victoria!" 
by D. A. Ewers. 

D. A. Ewers said that Victoria needed 
Christ 1or her own sake as well as His. Her 
pre-eminence in the magnificent sisterhood 
of States beneath the Southern Cross made 
her _a valuable acquisition for the cause of 
Christ. In proportion to her size, Victoria 
was far and away the most wealthy and in
fluential State of the Commonwealth. Christ 
needed Victoria, but there were many com
petitors for her favor. The material rather 
than the intellectual or spiritual appealed 
to the large proportion of Victorians. Christ 
wanted all the magnificent resources of Vic

this work to the Salvation Army? · It was 
the duty of the churches to erect a ·great 
mission hall in this city to carry on t~e wor~ 
of rescue. This work needed .t~e ove 0 

Christ behind it and unselfish givmg on the 
part of the foll~wers of Christ. . . 

through his non-arrival in time, c. M 
don was asked to fill the vacancy • Gor. 
Gor1on ?W~lt upon ~he tragedies •0£ l3ro. 
themsm m its cruelties and supersti .he!l. 
and the need there was for sanding th lions, 
pel to the peop~e in heathen darknessc RlhOs. 
the benefioent light of• the gospel of/ at 
might shine. into t~eir hearts. As sho e~us 
the change m sentunent in regard to Ring 
eign Missions which had taken pla 0r· 
something like one hundred years ti in 
Gordon gave the following illustration .ro. 
When the proposal ,to evangelise the &; 
then was brought b.efore th~ Assembly of 
the Scotch Church m 1796, 1t was met b 
this resolution, "That to spread abroad ~ 
knowledge of the gospel amongst barbaria 
and heathen nations seems to be highly pr n 
posterous, in so far as philosophy and lea~
ing must in the nature. of things take ~ 
precedence, and that while there remains at • 
home a single individual every year without 
the means of religious knowledge to pro
pagate it abroad would be imprope; and ab
surd." And then Dr. Erskine called to the 
moderator, " Rax me that Bible," and he 
read them the great commission, which 
burst upon them like a clap of thunder 

An offering was taken up, amounting Ill 

cash and promises to about £150. 

Chorus by the Ladies' Choir. 
The meeting closed with prayer and the 

benediction. 

FOREIGN MISSION NIGHT. 

toria for himself. Christ needed Victoria A great Foreign Mission Demonstration 
for the sake of Australia. For good or evil was held in the Masonic Hall on Saturday 
Victoria was destined to wield a mighty in- evening, April 6. 
fluence in the moulding of our nation as a Prior to the meeting proper a song ser
whole. Its geographical position and clim- vice \ll-lS held, conducted by Nat Haddow. 
atk ad~antages, a~d especially her spirit of Our brother, as leader of song, renders 
aggressive _ente!Pns_e, must give_ h_er a fore- valuable aid to the success of our Confer
most p~rt m directing the destmies of the ence gatherings. 
Australian Commonwealth. But not merely • • I f 
for his own sake, or for the sake of Vic- At 7.30, F. M: Ludbroo~, Prest< cnt o 
toria, or even for the sake of Australia, did the. F.M. Exe~uttye Comm1ttee, took· th~ 
Christ need Victoria, but especially for his chair. After smgm~ a l!ymn, \V. Morro\\, 
beneficent purposes in other lands. When of S.A., le~ the r:1eet'.ng m ~rayer. . 
we say that Christ needs Victoria, we mean The chamnan m his opemng remarks saul 
that he needs Victorians, the people who that he was glad to preside over snc!1 a 
compose the State. This is the golden day grand meeting. There were representatives 
of opportunity, and if we avail ourselves of • from all quarters of the Commonwealth, a 
its privileges we shall have our share in the fact which proved the great interest the 
ultimate r~lisation of the Saviour's divine brethren were taking in Foreign Missions. 
purpose. , • He was glad to say that they had grand 

men in the field, and other grand men were 
Solo, "The Holy City," by Madame Mc- preparing for the mission field. in our Col-

Clelland. lege of the Bible. They had now come to 

. Address, "What Shall We Do to -satisfy the end of the year, and he was glad to'say 
h N dsf" b A C • that. it had been the best of all the years. 

. t e ee Y • • Rankme. They were confidently hoping that the year 

A. C. Rankine said an affirmative answer upon which they had entered woulrt he Mill 
to the two questions considered to-night de- more bright and prosperous. 
mands that we should do our best to satisfy • 
the needs. All men needed Christ, and if The South Australian Choir. 

we oould win them to Christ we should sat- The South Australian Choir, uncler the 
isfy the needs of Victoria and the needs of leadership of Bro. 0. Finlayson, gave three 
Christ, fbr Christ needed all men and wo- splendid selections. of sacred • song, which 
men for himself. To satisfy these needs we were much appreciated by the large audi
needed to feel the weight of our responsi- ence present. 
bilities. It was our duty to preach Christ to 
the peoples of the world. When Jesus saw Grceti1igs from the Firld. 
the multitudes, he had compassion on them. These were given in person by Miss Ter-

The contrast between 1796 and that 
meeting required no comment. 

Offering, _ 

An offering for Foreign Missions was 
taken up, amounting in cash and promises 
to about £100. During the taking up of the 
offering, S. Pittman rendered an organ solo. 

Swanston-st. Choir. 

The Swanston-st. church choir led by 
Bro. Tippett, gave a finely rendered _an-
them. • 

Lantern Lrclitrettc. . 

A lantern lecturette, entitled "A Trip· to 
Our Mission Fields," ,vas given by T. B. 
Fischer. 

Hymn, prayer and benei.liction brought 
the meeting to a close. 

CONFERENCE SERMON.' 

One of the largest meetings of Confer
ence assembled to listen to the Conference 

Compassion was a dynamic word-it was rell, of India, and Mrs. Filmer, of Pentc
love in motion. Jesus fed the multitude, cost, and by letter from Miss l\fary Thomp
and we, too, must not withhold the bread son, Mr. and Mrs. Sttutton, Miss Tonkin 
of life from the people. The responsibility Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Davey, and Mr. an<l 
re-sted with the individual to distribute the Mrs. G .. P. Pittman. There were also greet
blessings of the gospel. We should have a ings from J. Inglis Wright, of New Zea
greater vision of the lost. He was afraid land, I. A. :Paternoster, of S.A., and w. B. 
we had lost this vision to a large extent. Blakemore, of West Australia. . 

The Jost are in peril, let us save them at all So_ lo by H. Wright, of West Australia. 

. Sert!lon, pre~ched by H. Kingsbury, the in
commg President of the State Conference. 
The chair was occupied by C. M. Gordon, 
the retiring President. Bro. J. E. Thoma.~, 
of S.A., led in the opening prayer. The 
Scripture lesson was read by S. G. Griffith, 
of S.A. A male quartette party from the 
Y.M.C.A. sang. . · . • 

cost. We want to understand the precious-
ness of the soul. The cost was the blood of Greetints to the Missionaries. 
Jesus Christ. We cannot tell the infinite R L II 
possibilities in the souls round about us. . •. ya P!oposed, That this Foreign 
There were souls in the gutter who wanted Mission meetmg sencf a hearty greeting to 
lifting up and cleansing in the· blood of a.II our worke_rs in foreign lands. The mo
Christ. There were men and women in tton was _carried with enthusiastic applause. 

Melbourne who had fallen very low. He Missio11ary Address, C. M. Gordo,i. 
saw them in the streets and alleys, with no It • • 
one to care for them.• Why should we leave · was origuially intended that C. R. Sco-

ville shoulct have given this ~ddress, bl.lt 

Bro. Kingsbury took for his subject, "Ele
ments of Church Strength." '}.'he sermon 
\yas worthy of. the great occasion, and was 
listened to with rapt attention. The s~er 
pleaded for loyalty to the Bible, and fidelity 
to the gospel. Scientists may endeavor to 
shake our faith, but whilst science can ~U 
us ·all about the age of rocks, we need t e 
Bible to tell us apout t.he Rock of Ages. 
Scientists can tell us how the heavens frO, 
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t they cannot tell us how to go to heaven. back and to know that the result has been 
bU need fealty to the Christ, and to plead worth it all. 
re the unity of t~e Spirit, not exalting mat- Gifford Gordon, of Geelong, said the only 
0~ of opinion, or forcing our views upon sensible and reasonable way of going 

te!'S brethren. We need liberality in giving, through life was to make each day a day of 
0°drnean it w·hen we sing," Take my silver song. we-want to avoid sombreness and 
an gold not a mite would I withhold.,, gloom, for life will not be helped by a de
\Vd :iuld ~ stronger if the churches were • spondent spirit. Life may be a warfare, but 

~e active in service. We call our meet- life will be helped by a bright, happy, sunny, 
!11°gs services, but it would be better to call singing disposition. Christ was the Man of 
:em rneetings for worship, for the service Sorrows, yet even Jesus sang and has in-
f the church is every day. We are saved ✓ 
~ serve. Will we not examine ourselves 
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spired millions to do the same. Music as 
a result has a richer, sweeter charm. The 
~hurc~ has .come down the ages like a sing
m~ bird with the dew of morning on her 
wmgs. 

Responses from city, country and inter
state societies were given during the meet
in$', and musical item_s were rendered by 
Miss Morley, the Ladies' Quartette Party, 
and the students of the College of the Bible. 

d ask II What kind of a church would my 
:urch be, if every member were just like 
mer' We hope to full:>: r.eport the Con~er
eoce Semion m a later issue. The meetmg 

/ I 

THE MIRACLES OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. • 

. was closed with prayer, led by Bro. R. En-
niss. 

CONFERENCE PICNIC. 

On Easter Monday the Conference Pic
nic was held at Glen Iris. Had the weather 
t,een propitious, we have no doubt that a 
record number would have journeyed out 
to enjoy the open air and refreshing scen
ery; but the gusty, wet day kept hundreds 
away. Nevertheless, some 350 ventured to 
the picnic ground, and despite drawbacks 
had an enjoyable time. 

By T. H. Scambler. 

: CHRISTIAN ENDEA VO:J._l RALLY. 

On Monday evening, April 8, the rally of 
the C.E. Union was held. The Masonic 
Hall was filled with a mighty throng of En-
deavorers and friends. • 

J. E. Allan, the President, occupied the 
chair. A song • service, led by Bro. ~ at _ 
Haddow, preceded the meeting. T. B. F1~
cher led in prayer, and \1/. J. Way read the 
Scripture lesson. 
_ .J. E. Allan spoke of the pleasure h~ had 

·in the work. A competition had been !nt_ro
duced for the increase in Junior Societies, 

• and the banner was won by Collingwood 
with an increase of 57. A gold C.E._pin was 
also· given to the member who gamed the 
most new members, and this was won by 
Arthur Scaife, who introdw::ed _15 new 
members into the Collingwood S~c1ety. ~c 
would now introduce the incommg Presi
dent, E. Davis, one who would prove a 
worthy successor. . 
. • Bro. Davis, on rising, received a splend!d 
reception. He asked for loyal support m 
his endeavor to lead the societies to higher 
service. 

(Concluded.) 

Natural laws. 

" But," someone is saying, "science speaks 
emphatically of natural laws. Law reigns 
universally. All natural phenomena must 
have a purely physical explanation. ~t is 
inconceivable to a scientifically trained 
mind that there should be any suspension of 

' • 1 " Let natural laws such as mirac es assume. 
us look into that. What is a natural law? 
Is it something written somewhere on the 
statute books of the universe, and enforced 
by a police system which ca~ neithe: ~e 
eluded nor resisted? Is that 1t? This 1s 
what Huxley said about it: "A natural law 
in the scientific sense is the product of a 
mental operation upon the fac~s of nature 
which come under our observation, and bas 
no more existence outside the mind than 
color has." Do you hear it? A law of na
ture is simply the prod~ct of a r_nental op
eration. It exists only m the mmd. We 
observe certain processes of nature; -we 
note their sequences, a~d we forf!l c_onclu
sions and our conclusions we d1gmfy by 
the title " law of nature." 

Let me illustrate that. Big ~dies attract 
little bodies towards them. It is the law of 
gravitation. Will you no.tic~ th~t we do 
not all know what gravitation 1s.. 1:hat 
is the name we give to a force which 1s a 
mystery to us. But it acts. \Ve know that. 
We can test it anywhere, and the results are 

J.E. Thomas, of South Australia, spoke 
on "The Life that Costs Something." Christ 
invites us to a cross-bearing and self-sacri
ficing life. We ought to be willing to wear 
out for Christ. Sin makes it necessary. .If 
we want to overcome we must give up sm, 
an~ that costs something. We should do 
this because we want to. We should have 
such a vision of Christ that we should badly 

lwa s the same. J take this book, and let 
ft / It falls. I bring it over here and let 
·t g •. It falls to the floor. The same force 
~ g~~tes in the depths of space, and con
t~s the movements of the stars. Here, 

• then is a law of nature. But look I I ta~e 
,1..• 'h •r I raise it. Is the law of gravi-
tuis c at • I • • 1 t d b t' n suspended now? s it vio a ~ , ro-

th
want to live the life that Christ wants .. And 

e result is worth while. Nothing will be 
half 10 ,weet at .. the end of life than to look 

f ~? No. I let go, an~ the ch~ir f~lls. 
The force of gravitation is operating right 

h I have merely exerted a strong~r f~~:e: ~d overcome it. Mark you, if&VI• 

tation is not suspended; the law. is not 
broken. It is important to remember that. 

A miracle is often defined as a suspen
sion or violation of the law of nature. It is 
nothing of the kind. When I lifte~ that 
chair a moment ago, I performed a miracle. 
Yes, sir, I performed a miracle. Lord Kel
vin said, " Every action of the human free 
will is a miracle to physical and chemical 
and mathematical science." I am able to 
interfere with this law of nature. This 
physical force had to yield to the exercise 
of another force exerted by my will. Don't 
you suppose God might do something like 
that? Don't you think it might he pos~ible 
for him to control the forces of nature m a 
way entirely beyond ·us, a1;1d what we. call • 
miracles result? • Are m1racles. possible? . 
Science, at any rate, will not say no. • 

We all know how this old world responds 
to the ·human touch. The farmer cultivates 
his field, and the harvest is the result. The 
rock answers to the magic touch of the 
scientist. I want you to notice this, that 
we are continually discovering new forces, 
and the world is continually making new re
sponses to us. If someone had predicted 
one hundred years ago that men would 
some day do the thi~gs we do to-_day, 
would it have been credible? What I Grrdle 
-the earth with a message in a few minutes? 
Speak to a friend four hundred miles away, 
and let him hear your living voice? Impos
sible. It's against the laws of nature. ~ut 
yet it has come to pass. And. we are findmg 
new forces still, and new marvels are seen 
daily. Why, • it may be possible for us some 
day to speak to a friend up there in Mars. 
Who knows? You would be presumptuous 
to deny it. I may be able some day to get 
into my airship and ride off to see my 
friends in America. Some day we may 
even be able to resuscitate dead bodies. 
Hardly more wonderful than some of the 
things that have been accomplished. A 
recent morning paper contained an inter-

. esting article on artificial gold. It was a 



Scie~tific 1°gma in. the 18th century that 
~~~• a thmg was impossible. Scientists 

t .say that any more. Not that trans
mutation has ever been accomplished, but 
~levelopments have been such as to render 
it probable some day. Yes, we continually 
!Otte~ new forces, and the earth is answer
mg m new and startling ways to the hand 
of man. 

Does it n9t seem reasonable, then for 
One who was Divine, to have contr~l of 
forces we do not understand, even to-day? 
'\\7hy not? He stilled the tempest. Is it not 
hkely that that could be done without sus
pending or violating any law of nature? 
Might he not do to the fullest extent what 
men seem to be doing by slow ·degrees?. If 
we know enough to make the winds our 
me~sengers, and oblige them to carry a 
whisper of ours for hundreds of miles in 
spite of storm or tempest, might he 'not· 
have control of for~es beyond us, and mir
acles be the result? 

Elisha made an axe head swim. You 
don't believe that. Well, will you believe 
me .when. I say .that a man can take· ten 
thousand tons of iron, and make it s,vim? 
Yes, you believe that, and would intrust 
yourself to that mass to carry you over the 
seas. But now we come to the matter of 

Evolution. 

You say there is no place for miracles 
in evolution. Just the natural and orderly 
progression of things. I will not discuss 
evolution now. I have no quarrel with you 
if you are an evolutionist. I have no quar
rel with you if you are not an- evolutionist. 

• Sometimes I think it requires a little more 
faith to be an evolutionist than to accept the 
old creation story of Genesis. We know 
that this earth, within time measttrable to 
science, was a red-hot ball. There was no 
life then. And somehow, later, life· ap
peared. It needs a little faith to accept the 
thought that life merely evolved. And the 
genesis of species! We people of a scien
tific turn, whose natural laws are observecl 
sequences--that, and nothing more-we re
quire a little faith when we know that this 
production of species has not actually been 
observed, but only inferred, and that the 

• very theory requires the recognition of nat
. ural forces that we have not found as yet. 

But that by the way. I want to say that 
there have been and are many evolutionists 

. in the world who yet have a place for mir-. 
acles. There are Mivart and Drummond, 
and Lyman Abbot-these men • are thor
ough-going evolutionists, and miracles do 
not seem to be impossible in their view of 
things--they found a place for them. The 
whole question seems to d~pend on ano~~er: 

Is there a OodP 

It is easy to deny a God. Easy, that is, 
if you don't think. But to a thinker, the 
task is not so easy. There· was Herbert 
Spt-ncer for instance. He dispensed with 
God, a,;d gave us the Unknowable. He 
had not gotten very far beyond the old _Ath
eniaJ1s, who erected an altar to the Un-

• lbt ).nstralian atbristian 
known God. He had to grant somethint 
as a cause. He found personality on th!s 
side, and had to inject personality into his 
cause. He found intelligence here, there 
must be intelligence in his cause. And soon 
his Unknowable began to resemble our con
ception of God. Indeed, he afterwards ac
knowledged that. There was Matthew ~r- • 
nold. He found "a stream of tendencies 
making for righteousness." That means 
personality, determination, does it not? 
Look at Darwin. He tells us of Natural 
Selection. But this strange power, what
ever it was, intently watched the evolution
ary process, and preserved the most. fit 
forms of life. But that seems to me to 1111-

ply "the higher· quality of personality, a 
reasoning will." . 

I want you to listen to the words of Je
sus again. " But that ye may know that 
the Son of Man has power on earth to for
give sins (he saith to the sick of the palsy) 
I say unto thee, Arise, take up thy bed, and 
go untp thy house." And he arose. That 
is the Saviour I need-one who can save 

April II, l9ta. 

from sin. I can trust in his power 
the King. He is greater than thi~ He is 
which was created by •him. To him World 
healed the sick and raised the <lead. t ~~ 
who was raised up, having loosed the O •11111 
of death, because it was not possiblri: 
he should be holden of it; to him wh t 
"lifted empires off their hinges and t~ has 
the streams of centuries out of their J11td 
nels"; to ~im who holds the world in i::; 
hand, I brd you come now, in . lovi 
surrencler, that he may save you. He ~g 
work this miracle for you; he will save \Vtll 
from yourself and from your sin and mYku 
?f you a n~w creation by his po,~er .. "Lo~dc 
1f thou wilt, thou canst make me clea ,: 
You believe that. If you come with J;· 
thought in Y<;>Ur 'he~rt, he will cto it; y ! 
will not be d1sappo111ted. . • 

Will yon come, and iet him save you? 
Oh, trust his love and might; 

Will you come while he is calling? 
Are yon coming home. to-night? 

"~·PROM THE. rlcLD 

New ·Zealand. 
NELSON.-Lord's ,day: Ma~ch 24, at the me·et

ing for worship, Bro. Knapp presided, and Bro. 
Verco gave us a nice exhortallon. Visitors, Bro. 
and Sister Sharp, of the North Island. Special 
s1ibjects have been introduced at our midweek 
meetings lately, such as "Jesus and Human So
ciety,'' "Well-known Men and \Vomen of the 
Bible," "Old and New Covenants," "Foreign Mis
sions at Bolenge," anrl "Life of F. R. Havergal." 
Tbe last named topic was taken last Wednesday 
by Bro, Lang. The time spent was a very profit
able one, all receivin!f :m insight of tlie beautiful 
character of this woman, and her lovely hymns. 
There have been very good attendances at thes<' 
meetings.-E.M.J., March 29. 

WANGANUI.-The church here has just con
cluded a fortnight's special mission. Bro. Grin
stead was the speaker, and we were·treatecl to a 
splendid series of addresses. On the whole the 
meetings were well attended. Quite a feature of 
the mission was the free •use made of the question 
boxes at the doors, The season has been one of 
spiritual uplift for those members who attended 
The result of the mission was that two obeyed th~ 
LJ:!rd in his own appointed way. No efforts are 
being spared to push forward. the work in this 
place. The Young Men's Improvement Society 
has been renamed the "Mathieson-st, Men's Own." 
We will hold our opening meetings in a couple of 
weeks, af!d a big effort is going to be made to 
extend t~1s b~anch of the Lord's work. The Bible 
Sc~ool 1s d<:Jmg. fairly well, the Bible Class es
peCJatly having increased its numbers consider
a_bly. Y,,e held to-day an examination in connec
tion with t~e "First Principles," which lessons 
have been given by the evangelist. for some time 
past. The annual prize distribution takes place in 
three weeks' tlme.-H. Siddall, March 31. 

Tasmania. 
LAUNCESTON.-The mission has ended its 

first we<'k. Sunday evening (24th) saw about 100 

gathered, while during the week the attendance 
was fair. On Saturday evening t-he question box 
was opened, and the time was taken up by an ob
sen·er of the Sabbath, who asked and was an
swered several questions. The lady spent three 
hours in the evangelist's study to-day (Monday), 
when the question was thoroughly thrashed out, 
with the assistance of "Austral'' tracts and Bro. 

_Watts'" Is the Jewish Sabbath Binding Upon 
Christians?" She admitted that she would need 
to study the matter more carefully, and has asked 
for another interview. Sunday (31st) was the 
best meeting ·yet, and a great interest is being 
aroused. On Tuesday night the r,reacher will 
speak on " Seventh Day Adventism, • and a good 
time is expected. A brother was restored to fel
lowship on Lord's day morning, and we rejoiced 
to have Bro. John Kingsbury with us.-J\.P.W. 

Queensland. 
• ROSEVALE.-The thirteenth annual Sisters' 

Conference was held in the Farmers' Hall, Rolit
vale, on March 18. T'1e President, Sister Ber o, 
welcomed the visitors, and the minutes of tht 
previous Conference were read by the Secre~Y· 
The Treasurer's report was very encouraguig. 
The essays were very helpful, one being srnt by 
Sister Mason, of Junee, entitled,,," How to :roSi: 
Fresh Interest in our Churches, and one 1-..; ·st 
ter Madsen, entitled •• The Expectation of Cbr• 
and a Christian's Hope." Votes of thanks wer~ 
accorded the essayists. : Sister Houston, of M:~ 
b_urg, spoke w~rds of en~ouragem.ent tho o~._r ~ork. 
11sters In takin8' such interest Ill c ur~• 
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B Jin was re-elected President; Sisters 
Sister n ~nd Christensen, Vice-Presidents; Sister 
}loust0 Secretary (re-elected) ; Sister Jes sen, 
PrintUS, er (re-elected). All penny-per-week col
rreasur ere re-elected. Essayists, Sister Madsen 
JtclO~s:r Miss·'A. Zahl. The amounts collected 
and enny-per-week were as follows: Marburg, 
hy/P/6 . Rosewood, l.1/15/8; Moun.t Walker, i2 
li ~ Rosevale, £2/IT/-. A collec!1on for petty 
.V~- rposes was taken up by the sisters, amount
ca pu ; 5 Thirty sisters were present at the 
ing 

1
10 en4 ce· and great interest was manifested.-

Con er , h 
W Primus, Marc 29· 

MA MA CREEK-T. A. Chappell is taking a 
. t England by the ship "Medic," timed to 

•~ive 
0
5ydney on AP.di IT, 'Melbourne, April 17, 

!nd Albany on April 27. 

West Australia. 
· FREMANTLE.-The end of Febr~ary_ com
teted the nineteenth >:ear of the church s h1storr-

' tur anniversary services commenced on If>rd ~ 
day March 17, when Bro. Emblen, evangehst of 
th 'church at Maylands, ~ho recently became as
s~iated with th~ Restorat10~ movement, address
ed the church m the mormng, and Bro. Banks 

oclaimed the gospel in the evening. On Tuestr night the 19th, we held a social, when ad
dresses V:ere delivered bf B_re_n. Blakemor~. 
Banks, and Anderton (Baptist 1111.mster), the choir 
interspersing the programme wit~ songs.. Dur
ing the·year 12 were added by £~1th and immer
sion, 1 by letter, and I formerly immersed, mak
ing our number 159, of which 30 are isolated. Bro. 
Lucraft-has conducted nearly all the go_spel ser
vices throughout the year. Fi>Ur decided for 
Qrist in March.-J. Leach, Apnl J. 

COLLIE.-Bro. Filmer paid us a flying visit 
JOtne two weeks -3:go. Th9se. who heard him we_re 
deeply interested m the sbrrmg account of a m1s
siona11's life amongst the heathen. Our brother, 
in speaking, referred !0 a very •~cool" receptio!1 
he bad received on arnval at Colhe, but the audi
ence were greatly relieved when they. foui_1d he 
referred to a swim he had taken on arnv~I m the 
Collie River. On March 17 tw? young ladies from 
the .Sunday School took tlmr stand for Jesus, 
were immused into his name on the 24th, and rc
cdved into fellowship yesterday. \Ve also re
ceived into fellowship Sister Shurman (11u Gale), 

- from the church at Kaniva, Vic. W. L. Ewers 
gave bis final gospel !lddress on .March Jr, to a 

• full house.-L. J. Mo1gnard, April r. 
PERTH.-Thc young men have formed. a wor½

ing bee for Saturday afternoons, and w!th their 
saws and hammers have worked i1ard m order 
that the building might be finished a little sooner. 
We had a good meeting this morning. Bro. Beck 
presided at the Lord's table and in his remarks 
likened the church to the .fa~1ily circle, and h?ped 
that the characteristics which marked the 1<lcal 
family would be found in all the members. Bro. 
Blakemore gave us an encouraging addre~s upon 
Gal. S: II. Our visitors were: Sister K1erk, of 
Grote-st.; Bro. Henderson, and Sister Sylvester, 
of Boulder. The attendance at the school was 
'ltX} ....... W.A. 

W.A. SUN.DAY SCHOOL UNION.- The 
lbonthly meeting of the General Committee was 
held in Trinity Parlor on Tuesday even!ng, !darch 
26, ),Ir. J. Barnes, Vice-President, bemg tn the 
chair. There was a very large at-tendance of dele
~tes. An i~teresting synopsis of lectures to be 
Jl!tt1 by Mr. C. H Archibald ai1d his daug,hter, 
Miss Archibald, for.the week commencing May 7, 
'lfas arr~nged. It was decided if possi~le to ar
~ge _pnmary department and teachers preP.ara
lDd class demonstrations under Miss Arclubald, 
~the charge of 2/6. for the whole course was 
a . It was deci~ed that as th~ ev~nt afforded 
teu~~e ·Opportumty for educationahsts, the at
era -uc:e of the Methodist Sui1day School teach
•houi~d also of State School teaohers and pare11ts 
ltor hbe aought. The report of the school y1s
duJ2 owed that four schools had been visited 
--. the lllOntb, and a deal of information 
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gleaned. It was resolved to issue a digest of the 
reports to the schools in the Union as a matter of 
stimulus. It was decided that at future meetings 
of the Committee a subject of practical help to 
teachers and workers should be presented. Al
ban1, Bell, at the cl~~e of the ~usiness, presented a 
specimen of a superintendent s blackboard review 
to scholars, treating the asseml,led delegates as 
scholars. The lesson was presented in a very 
able and strikini manner, and proved very sug
~estive and enjoyable. J. Barnes was chosen to 
mtroduce the nex-t subject at the meeting on April 
23. 

New South Wales. 
ENMORE.-We have had Conference meetings 

at Enmore during the week, and Lord's day, April 
7, wa.s known. as "Conferen.ce. Sunday." A·t our 
mornmg meeting Bro. J. Wilkm was received by 
letter from Lilyville. Bro. Alan Price, from Cu
da!, gave a very helpful and much appreciated ad
dress based on the last verse of Isaiah 40. W c 
had among our visitors Elder Smith and wife, of 
Maryborough, Queensland; J. Wilson and wife, 
of Junee; Bro. and Sister Cook, Inverell; Bren. 
Nesbit and Gordon, Merewether; Sister Winter, 
senr., and Miss Ivy Winter, Inglewood Forest; 
l\frs. Peter Winter, Moree: Sister Butler, and 
Miss Aldyth Winter, Mungiu<li; Bro. and Sister 
Price, Cuda!; Misses Branch, Coffs Harbor; Bro. 
Johnson, McLcay River; Bro. Robinson, Bunga
walbyn. At the night service we had Bro. Arthur 
Terry, missionary to the Aborigines, McLeay 
River, an<l Bro. Pratley, from Liverpool

1 
England.

In the afternoon Bro. Walden preachea the Con
ference sermon at the Adelphi T~eatre, Sydney, to 
a good audience, while Bro. Thos. Hagger de• 
livered a magnificent address to our Enmore 
Men's Brotherhood. Enmore is being represented 
at the Victorian and Federal Conferences by Bro. 
and Sister James Hunter, Bro. and Sister. John 
Kingsbury, Bro. and Sister W. D. Rankine, and 
Geo. T. W a Iden. • . . , • . 

CITY TEMPLE.-Fair meetings on Sunday. 
Many of our members are spending the holidays 
on the mountains. Among the visitors were Bro. 
and Sister Burtt, of. Inverell; Sister Wotherspoon, 
of Lismore; Bro. and Sister James Holloway, of 
l\Ioreland, Vic.; F: Dowsey, and the Misses Gib
bons, of Lrgon-st; Vic.; and Bro. A. M .. Lud
brook, of South Australia, who delivered a very 
helpful address. "Christ is Risen," was the writ
er's subject at the evening mceting.-T.B., April 8. 

TYALGUM.-To-night's meeting was good. At
tendance, the biggest yet; interest, the keenest; 
singing, the best. We regret that the preacher 
cannot be here every Sunday. The land fund 
grows slowly. We thank "Kentucky'' for £r, and 
"Sister" for 5/-. The sale is on the 23rd.· We 
will need every penny that day, and welcome 
other gifts quickly, to reach us if possible before 
the 23rd. Post a gift to-day to W. A. Strong-
man, Tyalgunt.-March 31. • 

TWEED RIVER DISTRICT.-N ew stations 
still being opened. In the midst of a big storm 
our first preaching service at Perch Creek was 
held on March 28. Openings for aggressive gos
pel work are plentiful all along t>he Tweed Riyer, 
but as soon as we open at a place the denomina
tions go there too; but as our plea has 110 rival 
we are pleas~d a~ this sign of the "cr~ft of sec
tarianism" bemg tn danger. In Murwtllumbah a 
meeting for breaking the memorial loaf was be
gun on March 3r. The few brethren round will 

• meet monthly for a start.-W.~.S. • . 
MARRAR.-Duriug the past • week we have 

held a week's mission at our chapel, conducted bJ 
T G Mason assisted by his wife and daughter 
al~o ~ome Ju~ee brethren. Our brother has prov 
ed himself a most able teacher. o~ the gosp_el, an 1 
with charts interested a full bu!ldmg. Duru!g tb, 
week we saw tl.1e go_od confcJs1on 

0
of four s1s~er!. 

who were baptised mto Chr1st.-F.A.C., April -· 
RICHMOND RIVER DISTRICT.-On Afarch 
· Bro. Strongman drove down fr<?m Bani;a~ow 

~• Ballina, havl111 a few days prev1ou1ly v1s1ted 

~ss 
th, i,solated brethren and Baptist folk there. • A 
meetmg to break bread had been called to meet 
at Bro. Denford's home. Six in all were present 
and Bro. penfor~ ha.s decided to break the loal 
e.ach Lord s day ID his home. He will also con
t111ue to teach his. own, with any other children 
the wo.rd of truth tn preference to denominational 
cat~h1sms. Bangalow and Byron Bay meetings 
contmue as before.-W.A.S. , 

BROKEN HILL.-Five confessions since last 
report-two men and three women. Fine meeting 
on Good Friday evening, when a man and his 
wife put on Christ by baptism. Splendid meeting 
this morning; a number of visitors present from 
S.A. churches. Sister Milter received into fel
lowship by letter from Kadina. T. Jones is with 
us again. Arrangements have been made with 
him to take up the work at Railway Town. He 
commenced his labors there to-day. Our evening 
meetings have improved greatly the last month. 
Our C.E. • Society is a very bve body, with an 
average attendance of 40 members.-R. House, 
April~ · 

INVERELL.-On Lord's day morning we re
ceived two into fellowship-Mrs. Morgan, who 
confessed Christ last Lord's day evening, and was 
im'mersed· prior to the morning service; and Mr. 
Lewis, commended by letter from Salem, Ferry
side, Welsh Baptists. Bro. Cust exhorted ac
ceptably on " The Fruitless Tree." Afternoon oc- • 
cupied by tihe child·ren in their anniversary exer
cises. Evening service, conducted by tne evan
gelist, was again crowned with success, a young 
married woman taking her stand with J.esus. 
Monday evening was occur,ied by the children 
rendering the song service, 'One of His Jewels." 
-Geo. Brighty, April 4. : 

'Victoria. 
NEWMARKET.-The united prayer meetings 

in connection with the Chapman-Alexander mi.s
sion in this centre are being well attended, of 
which our evangelist is the chainl'lan. On Lord's 
day seven were received into fellowshi~five by 
obedience and faith, and two-a sister from Cas
tlemaine and Sister Wright, from Subiaco, W.A. 
-by letter. The church here is united and doing 
good foundation work. 

PRAHRAN.-Three were welcomed to fellow
ship yesterday. This is the tenth consecutive Sun
day we have had additions. to membership. De
spite many hindrances yesterday, our Adult Bible 
Class only lacked one of having 6o in attendance. 
Bible School is growing every Sunday, and the 
superintendent, Bro. Ward, is arranging to intro
du<:e the Kindergarten system.-P. J. Pond. • ' 

• MONTROSE.-Lord's day, April 7, one was re
ceived into fellowship. Three baptisms at the 
evening service. This makes seven for the last 
three weeks. Our evening meeting was splendid. 
Bro. "Noble gave a fine address. The church at 
Montrose is splendidly situated for week-end V?S

itors, being nght in the centre of a fine tounst 
district.-RL., April 8. . 

SOUTH YARRA.-Last Lord's day, C. A. 
Quick spoke morning and evening. We had a 
i1umber of visitors from the country-Bro. Rus
sell, Sister Readµeacl, and Alma Lunn, from Bet 
Bet; Bro. Griffin, Geelong; Bro. Gallop, Hor
sham; Bro. Bert Lewis, Colac, and Frank Lewis, 

-Sydney, and we were pleased to have with us 
again Sister Fox, from Lilyvillt>, N.S.W.-T.M., 
April 8. • 

BALLARAT.-E. Stanley Tape's subj«t 011 

Sunday morning was "Decorative Graves.''. "In 
the place where he was crucified there was a gar
den and in the garden ·a new sepulchre.'' Even
ing' subject, "Scenes at the Sep1;1lchre." Two 
splendid discourses. Several vmtors present.
A.E., April 8. 

HAWTHORN.-We had a good season of fel. 
lowship y<'stl'r<lay morn,ing, and were glail o_f the 
11rtscnce of Bro. anti S1st<'r Freestun and s,~tcrs 
Rudd and Walclron, of Norwood church; Siskr 
Nesbit, of Newra9tle; Sister Ree<l, Kadiua; Bro. 
Frank Goodwin, Bro. Allan, Doncaster; Bro. 



Writt, E~erald; Bro. and Sister Warmbrun 
Dan enon_g; Bro. and Sister Oements, Bayswater; 
Bro. Colhs, Emerald; Bro. Staggard, Perth; Sis
ter Johrison, Warrnambool. Bro. Frecstun gave 
a greeting to the church. Bro. Cuttris, of Mal
lala, S.A., exhorted. At ni~ht we had the pleas
ure of hearing an impressive gospel address by 
W •. Morrow, of Port Pirie. Bro. Wilson, evan
gelist! of Owen, assisted in the service.-A. C. 
Rankine, April 8. 

MELBOURNE (Swanston-st.).-Last Lord's 
d!'-l'. we had th~ pleasure of the company of many 
V1s1tors from interstate and our Victorian chur
ches. We cannot name ·all. Bro. Allen presided 
and extended a cordial welcome to all visitors, and 
received into fellowship of the church three by 
letter. H. D. Smith, of Hindmarsh, S.A., made 
an introductory talk before breaking of bread. 
J. E. Thomas, of Grote-st., Adelaide, addressed 
the church. All enjoyed the meeting. Most of 
the visitors were entertained at lunch and tea, 
provided by the sisters. In the evening the 
chapel was crowded. . Dr. James Cook, of Ben
digo, read th• lesson, and Bro. Allen delivered 
the address. Subject, "The True Brotherhood of 
Man." • The Sydney Y.M.C.A. Quartette sang 
" Rock of Ages," and the choir rendered special 
pieces, with assistance of Sister Hocking as solo
ist. A baptismal service preceded the address, 
when two obeyed the Saviour in his ordinance. 
Altogether a most pleasant day was spent. We 
were happy in the fellowship of so many brethren, 
and !'-11. expressed pleasure at the opportunity of . 
mcetmg with the town chun:hes. 

CARLTON (Lygon-st.).-Following the inspir
ing services of the State Conference, our meetings 
on Lord's day were very largely attended, having 
a fine representation of visiting brethren and sis
ters to meet with us in remembering the Lord's 
death. Bro. John IGnitsbury also took p_art. The 
South Australian choir, under O. H. Finlayson, 
were alse present, and sang beautifully. S. G. 
Griffith, State evangelist of South Australia, gave 
an impressive address upon "The Uplifted Christ." 
The gospel meeting at night was a crowded one. 
J. E. Thomas, of Grote-st., Adelaide, was the 
speaker. The address was worthy of the occa
sion. The immense audience was deeply interest
ed. The musical part of the meeting was con-

• tributcd to by the Sydney Quartctte Party. Bro. 
H. Wright, of W.A., also sang a solo, and our 
own choir, under Bro. Nat Haddow, presented a 
very fine rendering of Gounod's "Gallia," accom
panied by Sister Jennie Dickens at the piano, and 
Bro. Sidney Pittman at the organ. Our usual 
custom to entertain visitors, which is always a 
great pleasure in "Our Home-like Church," was 
availed of _by 230 who remained to dinner and 240 

• to tca.-J.McC., April 8. 

South • Australia. 
MILANG.-Bro. Bass is away _on a visit to 

Lameroo, holding a short mission, and we trust 
that bis visit will do good among the brethren 
there and strengthen the cause. This morning 
Bro. A. W. Pearce exhorted the church, and in 
the evening Bro. Jarvis, from Strathalbyn. 
preached the gospel. We had good meetings on 
both occasions. • Since last report we have had 
one addition b_y faith and obedience. On March 
18 the Y.P.S.C.E. held an "Old Folks' Evening," 
which was appreciated by all.-S.H.G., March 31. 

PROSPECT.-Good meetings to-day. Bro, N el
son, from Bews, w.a, present at th~ m_ormn_g ser
vice. Hoping to mstal the electric. h~ht m ~he 
chapel soon, while t~e work of re-pamt1ng ~egJnS 
next week. Beginnmg to p!an for our m.1ss1on 
with the State evangelist, which we hope w.11! be-

in on June 2. Were pleased to have with us 
rast Wednesday night Miss Deimler, of the Zen
ana Medical Mission, who gave us a very helpful 
talk on the Zenana work.-I. A. Paternoster. 

GLENELG.- At a specia! me.eting (!f the 
church our esteemed cvangehst, Ii:· W. _Pittman, 
was asked, and consente~, to c_ont1~ue his labors 
with the church for an mdefimte ume, from the 
expiry of his fourth year'• engaaement. Also a 

~bt ).nstrRlian «bd.stiau 
resolution expressini; the appro~ation of 1:;1~ 
chun:h concerning his faithful services and ~ 
of bis sister wife during his term of cnga~emen d 
The church has enjoyed great peace, Jov~, JOY an. 
prosperity throughout his sojourn with it, especi
ally among the young people.-Wm. ~urford: 

GROTE-ST.-W e have had sple~d1d _service1 
and three men have confessed Chr1~t smce las 
report. Many visitors have been with us from 
country chun:hes and other States. It has ~cen 
decided to erect a more suitable and commodious 
building in front of our school hall, and to use 
the old building for other needy purpose~. W c 
will soon be starting a campaign to raise the 
money necessary for this much needed work. 
About 15 of our members, including Bro. Thomas, 
are away at the Federal Conference. A •. G. Day 
was with us this mornin~, and W. E. Sims was 
the preacher at night. Sister Wayland has been 
re-cn\taged by the church as visiting sister. She 
is domg a consecrated and g?od work. All d~
partments of the church are m a healthy condi
tion. 

UNLEY.-The Sunday School anniversary ser
vices were concluded on Wednesday last. The 
tea and public meeting passed off successfully. 
Reports of the school work were presented, 
showing that the Kindergarten movement has 
made great progress, and that the finances were 
in a good condition. Nine scholars had con
fessed Christ during the year. Arthur G. Day 
gave a splendid address <?II "The Three. Mat
ches" which was much enJoyed by the children. 
The' musical portion of tl1c service of song was 
repeated. The Sunday School superintendent, W. 
J. Harris, was chairman. This evening . S. T'-!ck
well kindly came over and preached, lus subJ ect 
being "A Wonderful Conversion."-P.S.M. 

SEMAPHORE.-Meetings fairly well attended 
to-day. Many members were away for Easter. 
Among our visitors were Bro. and Sister • Pil
kington; Sister Weir, Prospect; Sister Taylor, 
Strathalbyn; Bro.- and Sister Taylor, Croydon. 
The evening service was small, but a good one. 
Sister Pauline Pirie sang a solo. The writer 
preached on "Victory over Death." One made 
the decision at the close of the service.-W.J.T., 
April 7. 

QUEBNST0WN.~0nr mission concluded 011 
Monday night, April 1, with a thanksgiving ser
vice. We are pleased that one more came _for
ward and made the good confession. Ou Tues
day we held a tea, and afterwards a public meet
ing in connection with the anniversary cdebra
tions. Speakers and evangelists from sister 
churches spoke and gave some inspiring addres
ses. Reports from various officers responsible 
showed most satisfactory progress for the year. 
The annual Sunday School picnic was held 011 
Good Friday, in the beautiful Botanic Gardens, 
adjoining the city. This proved a most pleasant 
and successful function. Lord's day, April 7, Bro. 
Ward presided. Bro. Hawkes exhorted the 
church. We had the pleasure of extending the 
right hand of fellowship to a sister from the 
church at Goolwa. The Young Men's Bible Class 
was favored hy a visit from Mr. Stanley and 
several of his co-workers in the Pt. Adelaide 
Seamen's Mission. A most profitable afternoon 
was s1ient. Bro. Brooker preached the gospel in 
the eveni~g, his subject being "Locked 0ut."-
A.C., April 8. • • • 

T Here and There r 
r,-------2' 

A. J. Saunders closes his work al vVellingto11, 
N.Z., on June 2. 

The churcl1 at 0uehunga, Auckland, N.Z., is 
erecting a meeting house, and expects to occupy it 
on April 14-

Bro. Scoville has cabled that he will be arriving 
in Sydney on April 30. Io his last mission in 
Oklahoma be had 1400 additions. • 

°J(prll 
II, l9ta. 

CONFERENCE JOTTINGS 
The great meeting of the Friday aft 

business . session filled the Lygon-st. buildin00n•, 
overflow mg, and scores were unable to be a ng to 
modated. A larger buil~ing is a nec,ssity::C°"'" 

The temperance mcctmg _ wa_s the largest f 
years, and was very enthusiastic. or 

The welcome to visitors and new eva . 
was responded to in delightful one~i1JSts 
speeches. nut, 

Conferences bring North, South, East and W 
together. On ·Good Friday we met friends f est 
Queens!and, N cw South. Wales, V\ctoria, S:: 
Australia, West Australia, Tasmania, Kew z 
land, India, South Seas and England. ca. 

Bro. Ewers paid a compliment to the lar 
number of men and women of Melbourne ,..,fc 
g,ave up their holiday and attended the busine~o 
sessions in such large numbers. 5 

_ Great excitement prcvail~d on the arrival of the 
special express, run!1ing _almost three ~ours late, 
from South Australia, with about So visitors. 

The Home .Missionaries gave pointed, pithy six- • 
minute talks at lite Home Mission session. 

H. Leng said they didn't fear the police at 
Jlfaryborough, as he had -taken the confession of 
the local guardian of the law. 

H. Wright, of W.A., sent a thrill through the 
meeting when singing "His Eye is on·the Spar
ro,v.n 

Bro. Combridge, in· giving his H.M. report, 
said be didn't like the word "concise" in the pro
gramme in front of the word "reports," and re, 
£erring lo the President who kept the speakers to 
time, said, "Our worthy President, Mr. Con Gor
don, is very closely related to J\Ir. Co11cise. 

The temperance addresses were of a high ord•r, 
an<l S. G. Griffith, Miss Anderson Hughes and E. 
Tennyson Smith made a splendid trio. 
. Everyone was impressed by G. Chandler's rC:.· 
port on his work. In a humble spirit he said ·he 
could easily tell in his limit of six minutes what 
had been done, but -it would take the whole after
noon to say what they intended to do. 

The Shepparton Home Missionary pleaded for 
loyalty on the part of brethren who came to n~ 
side in country towns, and who often united with 
other religious budies, on finding less prospcr0t1s 
causes, and less attractive buildings than in the 
city. 

Rro. S. G. Griffith is "a bundle of ·evangelistic 
enthusiasm." 

Miss Anderson Hughes al the Te1111,•r:mcc dem
onstration told an apt storv of the deacon who 
prayed with wearisome reiteration, "Lord, sweep 
the cobwebs off my soul." At last his long-suffer
ing wife made the petition, " Lord, kill the spider." 
She urged us to eradicate the cause of our tro11-
blcs, and deal with the liquor question in a busi-
ness-like way. • 

"We don't get prisoners here now." This was 
the testimony of the 0amaru Superintendent of 
Poli<-e lo the effectiveness of No-License. 

E. Tcnny,011 Smith gripped his audience "'.ith 
hi~ graphic and thrilling "imaginary interview 
with the drink fi,·ml." It was a won<lcrful de
lineation. 
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l)oeS No-License ruin a place? If so the Scots
of Qutha are "too slow. to know they are ll!fJ" for they time after time gave a larger 

~r No-License. Thus did Miss Hughes hap
ily answer the drink-sellers' libels. 

P1_ But for the SU{>port of the Christian Churcl1 
uestion if the _liquor .traffic ~ould exist." "It 1 \t to die, and 1t 1s gomf, to die, and the church 

~gGod is going to kill it. '-E. Tenn)•sou Smit/,. 
Great applause followed the passing of the reso-

1 tion against the "Ne Temere Decree.". 
u The public meeting of the Home Mission Com
mittee gave die •~shers difficul.ty in ~roviding scat• 
•ng accommodation, but their duties were well 
~rformed, and they packed the great Masonic 
Hall in every part. • 

Unless we do something to make our own land 
t,ettcr, some of us have a poor chance of reach
ing the better land.-D. A. Ewers. 

Hearty a,pplause met Bro. Rankine's suggestion 
that the Victorian churches should keep a mission 
ball open in Melbourne from January 1 to Decem~ 
her 31 for the neglected and the lost. 

The Kindergarten display by 54 children and 
teachers from the Brighton school, under Mrs. J. 
Sharp was a unique and highly interesting dis
play ~f Kindergarten methods as applied to t-hc 
Bible School. 

In speaking about the Melbourne Chinese Mis
sion, Bro. Sam Wong asked members to visit the 
mission, stating that the preaching there was as 
earnest as any that was given on any other church 
platform.- He could not offer visiting brethren a 
large audience, but he contd offer a large wl'I- • 
comt, 

Lady Somerset says that in a fisherman's hut in 
the north-east of Scotland, she saw a picture of 
the Saviour upon the cross, and as she stood 
looking at it, the fisherman told her its story. 
• I was away down with the drink," he said. 
•when one mght I went into a • public,' an<l there 
hang this picture. I was sober then, and I said 
to the bar-tender, ' Sell me that picture: this is 
no place for the- Saviour.' I gave him all the 
money I had _for it, and took it home. Then as 
I looked -at it, the words of my mother came back 
to me. I dro~ed 011 my knees, and cried, " 0, 
Lord Jesus, wall you pick me up again, and take 
me out of all my sin?" No such prayer is ever 
unanswered. To-day, !!hat man is the grandest 
man in that little Scotch viltage. 

THE GOLDEN RULE APPLIED TO LIFE. 

Our safety lies in an educated citizenship. The 
best interests of labor arc to be conserved and 
advanced through the instrumentality of the 
schoolhouse. Ignorance is the foe of us all, and 
to no one is ignorance a greater enemy than to 
those who labor. • 
th There is tio better code by which to live than 

c Jolden rule. If we will faithfully li\'c ac
cording to this brief yet all-l·mbracing code of 
J)tl'S0!13l conduct we shall best advance our com
hon Interests. " Whatsoever you would that mrn 5 ould do unto you, do ye even so unto them" is 
a venerable utterance. 
a It .has ,been the guide of millions in ages past 
td it will continue to guide the conduct of mil
i~ous Yet to be. It is the rule of Christianity. It 
ri~~' rub_ le .of 111e11 and women who are given t'., 
ainidat mk111g and noble doing. Hold fast to 11 

l &ood and evil report. • lt -11. • lifta - you lo generous and lofty dut{. It 
lcadsyou out of the mere grossness of set . It 
itable aiay from the ungenerous and the unchar
tbe If I paralyses the tongue of hate and closes 

ps of slandl'r. 
ac:f YIIU can do no kindly ad to y,11;ir 1,;otJll'r 
Uati~ at all. If you· cannot make lus burdens 
not lift ii not 111ake them heavier. If you can-

Ill up do not cast him down. 

lb, lnstralian 4bristiau 
'A DREAMER. 

"Your young men shall see visions." 
(It used to be said that Mr. Hudson Taylor 

was a mystic, a visionary, a dreamer.) 

AnA unknown dreamer dreamed concerning men, 
nd •what he saw in vision came to pass, 

For. he, 1by faith, had stood on sea of glass 
And heard the Voice, and then had said, Amen! 
Thereatt he quickly turned from heaven to ear.th, 

The hght of glory bur:ning in his eyes, 
To speak what he had heard within the skies, 

To preach !edemption through the heavenly birth; 
And so ,he saw what God' saw from his throne, 

And thus he wrought according to God's plan, 
And bhence through years, though oft rejected, 

. lone, • 
He voiced God's message to his fellow man :

But now a countless host adores his God ! • 
The dreamer died; they laid him 'neath the sod; 

-H.W.F. i11 Chfoa's Millio11s. 
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MAY 12 & 14-HAWTHORN 
Hiblc School Anniversary. 

T. J. Cook, from Bendigo, will be with. us. 
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MARRIAOE. 
Suu1uuN-,-GALE.-On March 27, at Collie, 

W.A., by 1Mr. W. L Ewers, Lionel Francis, son 
of Mrs. Wm. Shurman, of Dandenong, Victoria, 
~o Ad~ Vi~ala, daughter of Mr. D. Gair, of Kan-
1va, Victoria. 

THANKS. 
Mrs. Mcphan thanks all friends for th~ir tokens 

of love in remembering lier birthday, esr.ecially 
the Sunshine Committee. With love to al . 
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sermon in the light of Jesus' acts (, 

In the ~ealm of the Bible School. 
39; cf. John 18: 22, 23). • It is good i!'•th~ S: 
the Master not only told us the prope ~~le !bit 

do; he showed us in his own_ example rh!~h&s lo 

them. 
10 do 

THE BLESSED LIFE. 

Sunday School Lesson for April 28, 

"The Beatitutles," l\lall. 5: 1-12. 

A. R. MAIN, ll.,\. 

Our nc.xt few lessons arc from the incompar

able discourse which Jesus made to his disciples, 

an aduress in the early centuries called, and since 

the Reformation days almost universally called 
·T1 • 

1c Sermon 011 the Mount," though A. B. Bruce 

wit11 more accuracy styles it "The Teaching on 

the Hill." It was spoken to disciples, and plainly 

set. forth the great principles of the kingdom 

wluc~ the Master declared to be near at hand. 

The greatness of the sermon. 

The scrn1011 made an innucnsc impression Oil 

the people who heard its delivery, but it bas a 

p_rofounder impress.ion on the subsequent genera

tions. By general consent it is the incomparable 

sennon. It is the finest compendium of moral 

law which the world has ever seen. No human 

code a1,proaches this in e.xcellence. Other ser

mons grow dry-read the finest discourse besides 

this, a dozen ,times, and see how stale it is. This 

one is e,·cr fresh, never exhausted. 

To the qu~tion, Wherein does the greatness of 

the Sermon on the Mount consist? various an

swers may be given. We shall begin with three 

points of contrast which Bishop Gore makes be

tween this sermon and other moral codes. (1) IL 

"is comprehensive, while they are fragmentary." 

It has a depth, a completeness, a finality, such as 

: arc nowhere else found. The sceptic himself 

would trust a man who was living in accord with 

this sermon. (2) "It is as the pure to the par

tially corrupt or mixed." We nowhere else get 

the high le\'el maintained. In other religions we 

get noble words mingled with defiling ones. (J) 

"It is as teaching for grown men, who are also 

frer, compared to teaching for cl1ildrcn and 
sla\'es." T-l1at is, this sermon lays down princi

t>lcs which arc applicable to every possible cir
cumstance, instead of gi,·ing t·naclmcnts chiefly 

of a ncgath·c kind which might be satisfied by a 

mechanical obedience and which could not suit the 

nrying circumstances o{ life. (4) We 'arc al

most forced to touch on the question of the orig

inality of the sermon. Laborious efforts have 

been made to get earlier parallels to some of Je

sus' ~tatemrnts. J cwish writings have been ran

sacked, and their t~aching published side by side 

with cxtra,·ts from the sermon, with a view to 

denying the originality of Jesus, Again, the 

" Golden Rule" itself bas been declared to be old, 

for Confucius said : "Do not to others what you 

would not wish done to yourself." This, how

ever, is not the Golden Ruk It but advises 11,; 

not to injure; 'Jesus tells us not to be content 

with this, but to perform works of active bene

ficence. V-/e must not merely abstain from pir

acy; we must throw a rope and save. The ques

tion of the originality of the sermon is not set

tled 1,y seeking for earlier statements of some 

of its sayings. If each one could be par,;lleled, it 

would still be true that the Sermon 011 the Mount 

wu the greatest compendium of moral trut!1 

which the world has seen. A. B. Bruce puts it 

thus: "Some of them [i.e., the Bcatitudesj, e.g., 

the third, may be found in substance in the _Psal

ter, and possibly many, or all of them; even m the 

Talmud. But what then? They are in the Tal

mud as a few grains of wheat lost in a vast heap 

of chaff. The originality of Jesus lies in p11tting 

the due value on these thoughts, collecting them 

and making them as prominent as the ten com· 

mandmcnts. No greater service can be rendered 

to mankind than to rescue from obscurity neglect· 

ed moral commonplaces." (S) After all, it has to 

be noted that the thing which impressed -the aud

ience who listened to the sermon was the author

ity of liim who spoke (Matt. 7: 29). He needed 

not to quote rabbinical precepts or tradition; he 

did not need a "Thus saith the Lord." In his 

own name he spoke and revised in speaking the 

old law. Here was a claim to authority and 

divine power which is the most wonderful thing 

in the sermon. 

The Beatitudes. 

These receive their name from the word beali 

(blessed), with which the verses begin in the 

Latin Version. The beatitudes tell us of the 

blessed life. It is well, therefore ,to ask, What is 

blessedness? I do not think that Jesus meant 

merely "happy," tho11gh some translators aivc that 

word. "Blessedness," says one, "is the express 

symbol of happiness identified with character." 

• Dummelow has some suggestive words: " Bles

sedness is higher than happiness. Happinc~s 

comes from without, and is dependent on circum

stances; blessedness is an inward fountain of joy 

in the soul itself, which no outward circumstances 

can seriously affect. Blessedness consists in 

standing in a right relation to God, and so realis

ing the true law of a man's being .... The Greek~ 

thought that the blessed life was possible only for 

a very few. It was impossible for slaves, for the 

diseased, for {he poor, and for those who die 

young. Christ laugh\ that it is possible for all 

mankind, for the meanest sla,•c, and the most 

wretched invalid, as well as for the wealthy, the 

prosperous, and the great. He even went beyond 

the Stoics. They taught that the wise man is 

blessed. Jesus opened tl;c blessed life to the 

simple and uneducated." 

II' has to be borne in mind that Jcsu 

describe a harmonious character. He 
5 
d:edis lo 

pronounce blessedness on a trait. He h es Dot 

peace is not called a child of God irres"' 
0

. 
1°'" 

• • f h ' Ptchve f 
his purity o cart. So the merciful 0 

therefore blessed in the absence of soul a:e Dot 

and thirst We must seek to chorus ou ~ung,; 

At one and the same time, we should b; vrrtu~s. 

spirit, meek, merciful, peaceful. l>Oor 10 

The revolutionary' nature of Jesus' teach' . 

the Beatitudes should not be overlooked. \::' •n 
so familiar with them that we may fail t' arc 

• their . strangeness. But there is much of 
O 

•cc 
revelation in them. Before Jesus told ·u Pllr, 

h 
·.. 5,th, 

man w o was poor m spmt wonld have b 

reckoned a poltroon and a coward. The 111:~ 

man was despised rather than commended. "ff 

who taught in parables," says Vaughan, • 1 c 

taught in paradoxes. His thoughts are not a so 
thQughts. It is as though he had said H• our 

• •PPY 
are the unhappy, honorable ,the dishonorabl 

great the little, and rich the poor." Profess'• 

D 'd S • h • "Th B • or 
av1 mll writes:- e e-ahtudes were 

challenge to the Twelve, showing them where th a 

blessedness of the kingdom really lay-not ,: 

they, in their Jewish fashion, supposed, in world
ly greatness, but in poverty, sorrow, obloquy 

persecution." Bacon long ago wrote: "Prosper'. 

ity is the blessing of the-Old Testament; advers

ity is the blessing of the New; which carrieth the 

greater benediction, and the clearer revelation of 

God's favor." This teaching of Christ is so 

strange that while we accept the word,, it may 

be questioned whether many of tis realise it in 

our hearts and lives. Who of us ~an pretend 

to a perfect acquicsn·uce in the beatitude of need, 
or of sorrow, of submissiveness, of strenuous de
sir<', or of opposition and persecution? Who 

111akes t-he most 0£ life? Arc we not yet apt to 

say the confident, the strong, the rich, those full 

of health and frrc from trouble? Who is the 

man of commancling position in the church? 

Read the Beatitudes, then watch this man of 

high estate, and sec the discrepancy( We have 

all yet much to learn. The greatest lik, the best 

life, the most blessed li£c, is the life of the Beat

itudes. As Vaughan says of Christ: "We must 

follow him. We must karn his language, we 

must judge his judgment, if we ·would ever re

joice in his salvation." 

The Lesson's Meanings for Us. 

There arc two ways of looking at the· Sermon 

on the Jl,fount, and, especially, the lkatihuks. 

(1) We 3cc, first, the (lrinciples of the kingdom 

of heaven. What is the character 0£ the man fit 

for the kingdom? Herc il i, portrayed. The 

disciples often wrangled ·about greatness in the 

kingdom. They might have learned from the 

start {hat greatness lies in character. (2) We may 

look and find that here we have "our Lord's own 

character put into words," "The Beatitudes and 

•~1e Sermon on the Mount arc Christ's biography. 

Every syllable he had already written down in 

deeds. He has only to translate his life into lan

guage." Indeed, we shall often best interpret the 

We may and should be happy, whatever tl1ings 

happen to us, or whatever things we fail to pos• 

scss. • The highest h~ppiness lies not in circmu

stances nor in possessions, but in oursdvrs. 

"Tnstl"Jd of trying so hard, as some 0£ us d<>." 

said Jan'1es T. Fields, "to l,c happy, as i£ that 

were the soul purpose of life, I would, if l we~e 
a boy again, try still harder to deserve happl· 

ness.0 

• These men of the Beatitudes possess the qu.il· 

itics of heart that Jesus would ha,·e crrry one 

possess. Such as they arc, we may be, aud such 

let us resolve with God's help to be.-Tor/,1/L 
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8bituary. 
\VALLIS • • · f .-\Ye have Leen called upon to part 

dor a season with our Sister Eliza Kemp Wallis· 
~ughter !)f <;:aleb Wallis, of Papakura, who de~ 

parted tlus hfe on March 6, 1912. For nearly 
forty~ Y~ar!! she has been identified with the 
Church of Christ, and was a constant • attendant 
at 'l!,11 the meetings. Even on her dying bed she 
cics1red that those who ministered unto her should 
not absent themselves from the meetings on her 
acrount. Great as was her suffering, she praised 
her Lord, and asked that he might take her quick
ly, but at the same time bore the pain with true 
Cliristian fortitude. Our sympathy. goes out to 
al~ _those who are near and dear to her, but es
pe<:1ally to the aged father; we prny that he may 
find comfort and sustaining grace from the divine 
Comforter. The love of this father and daughter 
w~s wonderful.· Their lives were one. They 
lived for each other. Kone but those who have 
lost such an one can realise the awful blank that 
has come. into the life of our esteemed brother. 
But all will soon be changed for the joy of the 
reappearance of the Son of Man, who will unite 
once more all who have loved him.-).1.B., Papa
kura, N.Z. 
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