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It is alt.ogcther a mis
take to assume that we 
attach more importance 
to baptism than do our 
religious neigh hors. 

"BAPTISM: OUR LORD'S COM• 
MAND," BY A. R. MAIN, B.A. 

A..Brief Review. 

In our present issue we publish A. R. 
Main's final article on the subject of bap
tism. It will be remembered that the imme
diate cause of these articles being written 
was the activity displayed by our predo
baptist friends in attacking the position held 
by us. The success of the Scoville mission 
and the baptisms which took place every 
night, and the interest aroused thereby, 
were the cause of much questioning. 
Probably never in our history has the 
~ubject of baptism been so prominently 
before the public, nor has our position pro
voked so much hostility on the part of those 
of our religious neighbors who differ from 
us. It is one of the strange anomalies of 
the religious world, or rather that great 
part of it in opposition to us, that it can be 
?'1 good terms with those who altogether 
ignore t!he New Testament ordinances, but 
is bitterly ·opposed to those who seek to give 
them their proper place and significance in 
the economy of things. This is a state of 
things very much to be regretted, but one 
for which we cannot hold ourselves to be 
blameworthy. 

Undue importance. 

It is altogether a mistake 1:o assume that 
we attach more importa11ce to baptism than 
do our religious neighbors. In some of 
their creeds or· confessions, it is quite clear 
that an almost magical effect is ascribed to 
the baptism of an infant. In a previous is
sue, we cited the case of a vicar of the 
·9mrch of England who resigned his_ po_si
llon because he could not take upon his lips 
tl!e well-known words of the baptismal ser
vice for infants, which am as follows:
" ~ecing now, dearly beloved brethren, that 
this child is ref.{merate, anti grafted i1_1to 
the body of Chri~'s church, let us gwe 
thanks unto Almig-hty Gou for these bene-

• fits ..... " The wonder is that so many men 
can be found to subscribe to such a doc-
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trine as this. Our position is poles asunder 
from it, and involves a conscious surrender 
to Christ of the candidate for baptism; with
out which conscious surrender, it becomes 
a mere ceremony without any spiritual 
value. It must he understood, however, 
that we <lo not underestimate the position 
that baptism occupies in New Testament 
teaching. As a command of our Lord's 
which he expects us to obey, its importance 
is sufficiently ,veil defined. It is not neces
sary to say more, although much more 
might be said. As a command to be obeyed 
it remains of perpetual obligation; and 
the obligation to obey it m the fashion 
set forth by the New Testament is just as 
imperative. 'fhe head and front .of our· of
fending is found just -here. We stand for 
a New Testament ordinance as against a 
church ordinance-for the divine as against 
the merely human. 

In defence. 

In view of these things we cannot allow· 
our position to be assailed or misrepresented 
without making adequate reply. Moreover, 
we are very strongly of opinion that the 
question of Christian union can only be per
manently settled by the recognition of the 
"one baptism," which is very clearly the 
immersion of the penitent believer. This 
is the only baptism which satisfies 
the plain teaching of the New .Tes
tament as well as adequately fitting 
its beautiful symbolism. For these reasons 
we felt i-t necessary on the appearance of 
two books in defence of infant baptism to 
enter into the field of controversy, the more 
especially as one of these, while attempting 
to defend its own position, also assailed our 
own. These two books were of ·a represen
tative character, and were endorsed by their 
respective bodies, viz., the Methodists and 
the Presbyterians. 'J'he task of replying tu 
the~e was entrusted to the J 1ri11cipal of our 
Colle~e, and we believe it will be generally 
conceded that he has clone his work well. 
lt will be noticed that he bestows more at
tention upon Mr. Madsen, the li~ethodist, 

The head anti front of 
our offending is found 
just here. We stand for 
a Kew Testament ordin
ance-for the divine as 
again9t t,he merely hu
man. 

than upon Mr. Tait, the Presbyterian, the 
reason being that the· former is more ag
gressive and tmscrupulo_us, and commits 
himself to positions which the latter would 
scarcely care to occupy. 

Work well done." 

No one reading Bro. Main's articles can 
help but admire the admirable spirit in 
which they are written. We know of ,pof:<h.: 
ing that tries the patience of a writer more 
than the attempt to follow predobaptist apol
o_gists in their mean~erings. The tempta
tion to say hard thmgs is very great-a 
temptation which Mr. Main has successful-

. ly resisted. His favorite method is the 
reductio_ ad ab~urd111n, in which in his quiet 
way he 1s admirably successful. The amount 

• of industry involved in Mr. Main's work 
can o!llY be understood by those who· have 
occasion to consult authorities, especially 
when these are not easily accessible. And 
the. ,~ork is still harder when, as in Mr. -
~am s case, care ha_s ~een taken, where pos
~ible,, to consult ongmal sources. This is 
m m~r:ked contrast to Mr. Madsen's method 
of g1v111g garbled statements when the full 
text wa~ at variance with the view he was 

• advo~atmg. Mr. Main's articles are admir
a~le 111 many ways, but their chief value 
will b_e found •to consist in the exposure of 
fallac1ot!s and reckless assertions. Mr. 
~adsen_ s book will be read by many who 
w1l~ ~eheve all he ~ays. If they read Mr. 
Mam s book they will find that their confid
ence has been sadly misplaced. 

Covers the ground. 

In_ due ~ourse Mr. Main's articles will be 
published 111 ,book form. It will consist of 
a~ont one. hundred and eighty pages, and 
Will cover the ground usually taken by 
p.edobaptists. It will be a most useful book ' 
to those ~vho have not access -to authorities 
~1_sua)ly c1~ed when the question of baptism 
1s bemg _<t1scussccl. The stock arg-uments in
dulged 111 _by aclvocates of infant baptism 
arc dealt with anti. their ineffectiveness clear-
ly demonstrated. Altogether we regard the 

. ~k as a valuable contribution to the sub-
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ject under consideration. It is true that the 
New Testament, read intelligently, and without bias, is the best text book on the 
subject of baptism, but as many who deal • with the question set at defiance all legiti
mate laws of interpretation, it is necessary 
that the errors into which they fall should 
be pointed out and the truth be demonstrated. On this question we have no reason to • 
offer any apology for the position we hold; we might have occasion to do so if we found that sound scholarship was arrayed against 
us, but as -it is not, but on the contrary is with us, we hold our ground and confident
ly wait for the triumph of truth over prejudi-ce and theological sophistry. 

Editorial Notes 

before the manifestation of Christ in Oc
tober, 1914, to the conclusions of the J)(?S~millenarians, there is a wide range of view 
as to the immediate prospects of peace on earth. But in any case we have the assur
ance that whatever may be before. us,_ 
swords shall ultimately be beaten !nto ploughshares and spears into prumng
hooks. Apart from questions of prophecy 
the student of history will note that peace 
principles are being actively promulgat~d, 
that while armies and armaments are in
creasing, nations are also resorting 1_nore 
and more to· arbitration, and that. national difficulties which would at one tune have been settled by war are now being submitted 
to neutral authorities for decision. The Hague tribunal will meet again shortly, and 
we are not without ground for _hope th_at a forward step will then be taken m the direc
tion of universal peace. The poet, there
fore, canpot be regarded as Utopian who 

have yielded pp new light _on ~n old story uf the Bible. Under the chrect1011 of ~rof. 
John Yarstang, who ~as sent to Eth1opa by the Liverpool Institute oi Arch~logy, 
the home of the famous Queen of She~ 
has been laid bare to the gaze of the twe~tt-_ eth century. There among the palac~ rums 
t Meroe one finds ample confirmation of 

:he visits of this queen to Soloiyion a~ recorded in the tenth chapter of F1r3t Kmgs. 
Among other things a bronze head of the 
famotts wise man was _f<?t!nd._ One by- ?ne the older centres of c1y1hsa~1qn are ~mg 
resuscitated and almost mvariably they yield some new light on the old1 old truths of the 
good book." Thus the pt~k of the archa:
ologist is continually proy!ng more power
ful than the pen of the cntlc. 
"I Love.Thy Kingdom, Lord." Do We? 

'l'he majority of readers of this paper are 
enrolled as members of Churches of Christ. 
They profess to love th~ chur~~• and often sing in the words of Dwight- For her my 
tears shall fall, for her my prayers ~seen~, to her my toils and cares be given, till totls 
and cares shall end." And yet many_ of 
them frequently neglect the church sei:v1~es on the Lord's clay, and the great maJonty 
avoid the prayer-meeting as though _the bubonic plague raged ther,~. They gl!bly. af-. firm in sacred song that beyond their high
est joys they prize her heavenly ways," and show the worth of their professions by stay
ing home or going for a walk. It is abundantly evident in too many cases t~at "her 
heavenly ways" are not so attractive as a concert or picture show. Men are needed at tl1e mid-week services, but the lodge or political meeting •has the prioi:. claim, and 
the preacher must be verdant indeed who can expect the ordinary church member to 
neglect his lodge merely to attend church. Is it not time to agitate for a revised hymn book so that those saints may not sing untruths when they do meet for worship? 
Would not something of this sort more accurately express the minds of many singers: 
" I love thy kingdom, Lord, and sometimes care to go ; but I prefer a cricket match, a lodge, or picture show"? I ( "actions speak 

sings:- . , .. 
Christmas. 

Qnce again the season of the _year _reminds us of the advent of the Christ Child. 
We are so accustomed to the enjoyment of tI{e blessings of Christianity that we are apt to overlook how much we owe to the histor
ical fact of the birth of Jesus. What would have been the result if he had not been ·borrl"? As one writer, has put it, "There 
would have been no Christmas message, no Christian churches, hospitals or schools; 
no Christian books, no missions to save the drunkard and sinner, no missionaries t? ~1e 
degraded of Afri~a _and Asia, no Chr!st!an preachers no Christian Endeavor Soc1et1es, no Y.M.C.A., no Sunday School worke\s; 
110 New Testament, no Christia_n ta~1ly. prayers or prayer-meetings, no msp1rat1on from any Christian truths, examples and 
ideals. Englan<l ,a~d ~e~ica would be. no farther advanced 1h rchg1on than ancient Rome and Greece, Persia and Egypt, no 
better than India, China, Japa~, _or p~rchance Africa before the first Christian m_1ssionary entered those lands. What restraining power would there be to offset the self
ishness, cruelty, and impu\ity that show 
themselves in men and nah?ns who kn~w nothing of God as revealed m Jesus Chr!st 
and his o-ospel ?" The opponent of Cl~ristianity m~y ridicule its supernatural. claims, but he, himself, lives under and enJoys the 
privileges of the very tr~tth he . condemns. And the prosperity, ~e~unty, enl~ghtenme~t and freedom of Christian lands 1s a suffi:1-ent answer to those who tell us that Chris
tianity is a failure. Our w<?rld wo_uld be dark and its inhabitants bemghted mdeed, 
were it not for the glory of the Lord that 
shone upon the plains of Bethlehem when 
the angelic announcement was. made and the heavenly host l,urst forth 111 the first 
Christmas chorus. • 

Peace on Earth. 
Students of prophecy are divided on the 

uestion of the immedia_te future. From 
~he" confident predictions of ~ussell, w!10 
foretells unprecedented revolution and strife 

"T•he days are hastening on, 
By prophet bards foretold, 

W·hen with the eve.--circling years 
Comes 1'ound the age of gold; 

\iV•hen peace shall o'e.r the earth 
Its ancient splendors fling, 

And the whole earth give back ~he song 
'Which now the angels sing." 

Mrs. Eddy's For.tune. 
The late Mrs. Eddy, founder of Chris

tian Science, made her religion pay. She left in her will about two million dollars 
(£400,000) in trust for the movement she originated, but the Supreme Court of Mas
sachusetts has declared the will null and void. "Just what disposition will now be made of the rather unusual fortune acquir
ed by Mrs. Eddy, is a matter of conjecture,'' says the Christia.11-Evangelist. "It is pos
&ible new directors will be appointed and the fund administered as a charitable trust. 

• In any event, -it appears certain now that it cannot be devoted to the propagation of. Christian Science as was originally intend
ed." It is doubtful whether many of her followers will be able to extract as much 
money from their disciples as did Mrs. Eddy, but there are always credulous dupes 
waiting to be fleeced by plausible faddists, and there is a sufficient modicum of truth in the principles which underly psychic 
healing to enable them to impose upon the unwary. 

The Queen of Sheba's Palace. 
While <lestructiive criticism is assailing 

the Biblical records and proving ( ?) their unreliability, archreology is continually giv
ing us fresh confirmation of their truth. No sooner is it demonstrated to the satis
faction of the sceptical ·that .some Scriptural character did not exjst or some Scriptural 
incident could not have occurred, than the examination of an old ruin brings inscrip
tions or monuments to light, upsetting the 
criticisms and covering the critics with con
fusion. "Once again," says an American 
contemporary, "the shifting Nubian sands 

louder. than words," we really think. such revision is necessary. We know churches 
where scarcely a tit11e of the members at• tend the mid-week services. " One comes to worship, but where are the nine?" Surely 
there is something amiss somewhere. Is their Christianity, after all, only a thin 
veneer? 

If a man is to be a pilla,r' in the ,temple of his 
God by-and-bye, he must be some kind of a prop 
in God's house to-tlay.-.lf. D. Ba/Jcock. 

We arc too fond of our own wit!. We want to 
he doing what we fanry mig-lny things; but the 
gr~a-t point is, to do small t!1ings. when caUetl to 
t-hcm, an a right spfrit.-R. C:c.-lf. 

If I could unwrap fold after fold of God's uni-., 
,·erSl', I should only unfold more and more bl~s
ing, and see deeper and deeper into the love· 
which is at the heart of a1L-Elilab1th Clark. 
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~APTISM: OUR LORD'S COMMAND. 
A. R. MAIN, B.A. 

The Action of Baptism. 
NEW TESTAMENT TUCHll\(;. 

1 Corinthians 10: I, 2. 

Amongst the passages which Mr. Ma<lsen tl1inks 
<lelioitdy exclude immersion is the abo,·e. Paul 

ays:- . 
• Our fat1hers were all under the cloud, and all 

passed tl1rough the sea; and were all baptised 
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea." 

It is plain that the chief point of •the compari
son made by Paul between the Israelites and the 
Christ;ans to whom he was wri-ting was that as 
the "fathers'' were baptised into a new relation
ship to Moses, so were the Giristians baptised 
into a new relation to Christ. As Prof. Findlay 
in "The Expositor's Greek Testament" puts it. 
"' T~1cy ali received their baptism 111110 .lf oscs in 
the cloud and in the sea,' since in this act they 
committed themselves to the guidance of :\loses, 
entering through ·him into acknowledged fellow
ship 'with God." Docs Paul's allusion show that 
baptism is not necessarily immersion? Mr. Mad-., 
sen says: 

"The baptism of the clouu was probably by 
rain drops, and of the sea by flying spray. But 
it was -the glory of t11e passage through the sea 
that 11ot a man of Israel's pilgrim people was im
mersed. When P.haraoh's host attempted the pas
sage, they received immersion, with disastrous 
consequences." 

Briefly we may reply: ( 1) The bap,tism of 
1 Cor. 10: 1, 2 must surely be interpreted in har
mony with what the same writer said in Rom. 
6: 4 of baptism as a burial. (2) Mr. Madsen 
seems to- imply that there was a baptism "of the 
cloud" and a baptism "of the sea." Now Paul 
gives no hint that H1ere was a baptism in the 
cloud, or in the sea, seporaltly; but "in the cloud 
a11d in the sea." "Tt1e cloud was over t11e up
raised and oongcaled walls, and the peo11le passed 
through this sea-cloud channel." (3) Mr. Mad-

. sen's-rain-drops are fo1aginary ones; a reference 
to Ex. 13: 21, 22 will show bhat the cloud is not 
represe1ited as a watery cloud, but that which led 
the people as a pillar of fire by night and as a 
cloud by day. (4) TI1e alleged baptism by flying 
spray of t-he sea is out of harmony with two B-ib
lical faots: (i) the waters were congealed (Ex. 
15: 8) ; (ii.) the Israelites passed over by dry 
ground (Ex. q: 29). This forbids the sprinkling 
of rain as !'he baptism. Again, if spray d1ad been 
blown across a channel wi<le enough to allo\\'. a 
company containing six hundred thousand men, 
besides chil-dren and ca.tile (Ex. 12: 37), to cross 
in a single night, let ctihe f'eader judge how "dry" 
the ground on .tihe one side mu5t have been I (5) 
Yes, the " Egyptia1is were inunersed, and more 
than ~mml!rsed; ,thl!y were drowned; but the Is
raelites were simply bapti1ed." 

Xot all pa:dubapti~ls arc inclinc:d lo cavil at 
' Cor. IO: I, 2. Sd1aff would infer immersion 
from this ,·ery passage. So would Prof. Know
ling. Plummer gives ·it as his opinion tJiat 

". Being )lll<lC'r t·he ·cloud points to submersion, 
'".h1lc pass1!1g through the sea may signify cmer
s19n,:'-Article on "Baptism," in Hastings' Bible 
D1ct1011ary. 

Meyer, on I Cor. IO: 2, says of ,the preposition 
c11, "in," that it is local, "'indicating the clement 
in whioh, by immersion and emergence, the bap
tism was effected." • 

.A. !ford comments: 

"' Rccei,·ed baptism to 1Ioses ;' entered by the 
act of such immersion into a solemn covenant 
with God." "The allegory is obviously not to be 
pressed minutely: for neither did they e11ter the 
cloud, nor were they wetted by the waters of the 
sea; but ~hey passed wider both, as the bar>tised 
passes under the waler."-Commcntary on 1 Cor. 
ro: 2. 

I Pc-trr 3: 20, 21. 

Peter says· 
"\V·hilc the ark was a preparing, wherein few, 

t·hat is, eight souls, were saved 1'11rough water: 
which also after a .true likeness doth now save 
you, even bapt-ism." 

Whereupon ~fr. 1fodscn remarks: 

"T•hcse eight souls-saved through water
were not immersed; that was reserved for the 
people wl10 remained outside the nrk." 

How does ,t-his help a man who says sprinkling 
or pouring is baptism? We thcmght the pouring 
also was reserved for Vhe disobedient outsiders I 
It was nor a little sprink>ling t,hat either savecr 
Noah's company or drowned the others I Peter 
says t-hat Noah was saved by water; he also says 
that in a sense wa.tcr (in the'antitype, baptism) 
saves the Christians. There is nothing •here in
consistent wit<h ,t•he thought of immersion. 

P-rof. Knowling, E. H. Plumptrc and other 
p:edobaptists believe -that the 1ype of the Flood 
presupposes immersion as baptism. 

Baptism of T•hree T•housand. 

From Aots 2: 41 is inferred (he baptism of 
three ,thousand persons in 01i-e day. Mr. Madsen 
9'.iys t ha.t "-to assert that these were all immersed 
is to <lefy probabiHty." He quotes Mr. Rooney 
as saying that such immersion "was a physical 
and geograpl1ical imp~ssibility." Jer.usalem is on 
a hill, and t-here 1S. no pool of wa,ter in which 
people could be immersed." 

There were acres of wate,r within easy distan~:c, 
induding die following pools: Bet>hesda, Solo• 
1i1on's Poul, Silornn, Ol<l Pool, Pool of Hezekiah, 
Upper and Lower Gilton. Josephus mentions 
11laces of bat~1ing in the Tower of Antonia. 

l\lr. Mac.lscn brings in •~1e usual objection 4lwt 
the J e-ws would not allow til1eir waters to be pol
luted. From John 5: 1-4·and 9; 7-11, we learn 

that suoh objection does not lie aga.inst Siloam 
and Bethesda. But. it h0s been fur,ther objected 
that these pools· were in the charge of the apos
tles' enemies; and so the use would be· wit·hheld. 
Mr. 1Iadsen •hints at 1'11is when he remarks on the 
improbability of water being available "for the 
sake of Ohristian baptism in l·he city which crud
lied J csus Chris.t." It is wonderful how -0fte11 the 
Scriptures cont.ain answers to moch:rn objectors: 
Luke ~11iniliilates t,hc above objection when he 
says that the disciples had "favor with all ·the peo
ple" (Acts 2: 47). • 

Bn,t_ l\[r, Rooney says i,t was a physical impos
sibility! How many qualified baptisers were 
Ht ere? W.e know n:n; there were twelve apos
tles, but numbers <besides, fur the· company ·of 
disciples .imounte<l to one hundred and .twenty 
(Aots 1: 15), and it was long before the <lays 
when clerioal hands alone were supposc<l to vali~ 
date the sacraments. But suppose only the twelve 
apostles officiated. If Peter spoke for ~hree -hours 
(1he began about 9 a.m.; -see Aots :2: 15), then 
baptising could begin at noon. A man can easily 
immerse another in a· minute; twelve could bap
tise twelve in ·a minute, seven ·hundred and -twen
ty in an hour, iand 1hree rhousaml in four ihours 
and ten minutes. So the apostles could ·have done 
it all themselves in an afternoon, with time enough 
to take a rest for one hour and three quarters in 
the middle of their work. Still, someone may 
say: You_ cannot do baptising· according to the 
rule of three; ,rhooret1cally it could ,be done, but, 
practically, not so. Well, 111 the T,elugu ,.couotry 
in India, on July 3r<l, 1878, there were 2,222 bap
tised in one day. At six o'clock in the morning 
the two native preachers took -their ..place in the 
river. Wihen these two became .tired, two others 
took their places, and they in turn ·were relieved 
by st,ill otiher two. At eleven the work stopped • 
for the usual midday meal and rest. I.t was re
sumed at two, and about fo·e o'clock the 2,222 

converts had been "buried w~th Christ in bap
tism" by six men, only two of them officiating at 
~he same time. 

Not all paidobaptists write foolishly about "a 
physical and geographical impossibility." E. H. 
Plumptre, in Ellicott's New Testament Commen• • 
tary, says of ,the baptism of t<he three thousand: 

• " ( 1) Imme~si?n ha<I c~early bee,n . practised by 
John, and was mv9lv~d 111 t~e ongmal meaning 
of the ~vord, and 1t 1s not ltkely that 1'11e r.i.te 
would have been cur-tailed of its full proportions 
at .the very outset. (2) T•he symbolic meanin~ of 
t-he act r~1uired ·immersion in order tha.t it might 
be clearly manifested, and Rom. 6: 4 and I Pet. 
J: 21, seem almost M necessity to imply bhe more 
comple.te mode. The pools or swimming-baths of 
Bt1ihesda and Siloam ( see John 5 : 7; 9: 7) or 
•t•he so-called Pool of the Virgin, near the Ter:iplc 
enclosure, or the bathing-places wit,hin the Tower 
of .'\ntony (Jos. Wars, V. 5, seotiori 8), may well 
have helped to make the process easy." 

W·ha.t of Rev. Rooney's "no pool" and "geo
gra ph1cal impossibiHty" after this? • 

Ba~tism of die Samaritans. 

Of ~he baptisms rt'COrded in At-ts 8: 12, Mr. 
Madsen writt:s: 

''A simila~ difficul~y _as to the water ;upply has 
lo be nwt 111 concel\'mg tJ1e Samaritan revival 
with the subsequent baptism of multitudl'S a~ 
beii!g hy_ im1~rr~ion. Tf H1is transpired in' t,he 
cap1t~l c.iy, 1t w,mhl appear 1'11.a.t Jacob's WeJI 
was its rcstrvoir. Upon that supposition it is to 
he rc!ncmhert'<l tlrni, 111 Christ's time a w~man of 
!he cny came. out to the wdl tu draw water. It 
1s scarcely t·htnkable that the well could be used 

• 



• 
foi- im!}lersing the converts, since the woman of 
Samaria knew of no other place where water 
could be had" (p. • III). 

No. pa
0

ssage in "The Question of Baptism'' 
shows more oonfusion or inaccuracy than this. 
Nobody ever suggested, -in spite of Mr. Madsen's 
implication,_ that "bhe Samaritan t"evival" was "by 
immersion" I Mr. Madsen calmly takes it for 
granted tbat "the capital city" was the city from 
which the woman of Samaria referred to in John 
4 came to draw water at Jacob's Well. John 4: S 
definitely tells us tna,t Sycha.r was the city to 
whioh Jesus ca~. Now Sychar was not "the 
capital city." The capital city was of old called 
Samaria, and since -the time of Herod the Great 
Sebaste; it was miles away from Jacob's Well. 
Nobody with knowledge of P11le9tinian geography 
fancies that the people of ",the capital city" were 
dependent upon Jacob's Well for drinking or bap
tising. The city of Sebaste had plenty of water 
of .its own. Josephus says Hyrcanus "brought 
strearn5 to drown it"; wh1ie trus could only refer 
to the lower part of the city, it is clear that there 
was water enougih near by. Sir Charles Wilson 
refers to "two fine springs" in the vicini,ty of !lhe 
modern village, "from wnich =all streams flow 
for a short -distance." I may add tbal while it 
used to be argued whether Luke in Acts 8: S re
ferred to "a oity of Samaria," or to the capital 
ctty, the revisers, because of the weight of manu
tcript .authority, have adopted -the reading "the 
city of Samaria." This means "Nie capitai city." 
Furbher, witen Mr: Madsen says "the woman of 
Samaria lonew of no other pl,ace wnere. wate~ 
could be had," be pens what he must know he 
could not prove if his life depended upon. it. . 

We must express our sorrow at having -to an
s~er such an argum.ent as that which we fiave 

• quoted above from " The Questfon of Bapt-ism.'! 
W•hether it was due to the lamentable -ignorance 
of tile autnor (hereof, or to his unbounded con
fidence in the ignon.nce of those he would ·be 
likely to succeed in keeping· from bapt_lsm, we do 
not know. • 

EzEKIEL 36 : 25. 
The Methodist tract previously referred to cites 

Ezekiel 36: 25 as deciding by "word of prophecy" 
that sprinkling is baptism. • It says.:-

., How perfectly the change of heart in His 
people is described. Dr. Gutbrie called i-t 'the 
Gospel m Ezekiel.' . And God sr.mbolises it by the 
sprinkling of water. 'Then will I sprinkle clean 

. water upon you, and ye shall be clean . .From all 
your filthiness and from all your idols will I 
cleanse you.' fa anybhing more beautiful than 
th.at?" 

No; notJ1ing is more beautiful than that; and 
nothing is more graturtous or incapaiblc of proof 
than t,hat the ,prophecy rofers to baptism. There 
is no such identification in Scr,ipture. The tract 
writet" -refers to Dr. Guthrie. Guthrie in his book, 
" The Gospel in Ezekiel," correctly descr-ibes the 
"clean water" referr~d t◊ by Ezekiel. He caUs 
our a-ttention to .Num. 19, • where the "water of 
separation" or purification is described. Gu~hrie 
writes: • 

"T•1e watet" is 6UCh as the Jews understood by 
dea,i water-not free fr01\l impurity, and in itself 
clean but ~iat maketh clean-111 the words of the 
cerc~onial law, 'wa.tt"r of pur-ifying.' This was 
prepared aq:or<ling to a divmely appointed ritual. 
l.;ook f10w it was pre(Xlred, and you shall see it 
reddening and c.-hanging into blood" (p. 244). 

After alluding to Num. 19 and the ashes of the 
red heifer therein referred to, Guthrie .says: 
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" These [ the a9hcs], being carefully • collected," 

are' mixed with pure water in a pure vessel-and 
that water is die clean water of my text" (p. 245) • 

Guthrie -rightly finds such water typical of 
sometJ1ing higher even t-han baptism. A century 
ago the challenge was made by Alexander Camp
bell that anyone would show where sprinkling or 
pouring mere water on any persort for any moral, 
ceremonial or ,religious use, was ever done by the 
authority of God since ,t,he world began. , Tile 
challenge is hot met by referring to Ezck. • 36: 
25; for illustrious predobaptis,ts confess -that otJha.t 
"clean water" was not -water by itself. The • 
~prinkling of Ezck. 36: 25, moreover, was done 
by God; baptism fo water ·has . been committed 
to Christ's disciples as tl1eir work, and for -the 
performance o-f that ,there is a going down into 

• the water, a burial .therein, 11nd ·a coming up out 
of the water. 

The Evil of Infant Rantism. 

"Whosoever therefore shall break one of 
these least commandments, and shall teaoh 
men so, shall be called least in the kingdom 
of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach 
them, ·he shall be called great in the .kingdom 
of heavcn."-Matt. 5: 19. 

"It is highly necessary that we remind 
ourselves, how great presumption iit is to 
make. light of any instit'lltions o.f divine ap
pointment; that our obLigaitions to obey all 
God's commands wha,tever are absolute and 
indispensable; and th.at commands merely 
positive, admitted to be from him, lay_ us. 
under a moral obligation to obey them, an 
obligation moral in the stdctest and most 
proper sense.''-B1sHOP BuTLF.R, in " 11'-he An
·alogy of Religion.'' 

Tihere are to be found many' people who con
fess that in apos-tolic days believers were im
mersed, but who acquiesce in the ohange to .the 
sprinkling of waiter upon infants. After all, what 
does it ma'bter? There are some who look t1pon 
the discussion regarding baptism as a dispute con
cerning suoh a little -N1Gng that it makes no dif
ference whichever way it fa decided. Conveni
ence, taste, custom, seem ,to settle it one way or 
another: why should not each w.ay be equally 
good? We wish -therefore to make a brief state
ment of some reasons why we cannot agree that 
infant baptism· or sprinkling is as good as ,the 
imm~rsion of a penitent believer . 

J. There ,is ,the question of divine warrant to 
be considered. . . Ministers of all predobaptist 
churches repeat over infants; "I baptise thee in 
the name of ,the Father, an<l of t,hc Son, and of 
the Holy, Ghost." Not one of them can show any 
authori,ty from Fat·her, Son aud Holy Spirit. Love 
of truth and reverence for God's name sihoul1l 
keep us from using the Divine name wi,thout war
rant 

2. Shall we do wha.t God asks in -the way he 
asks? Infant baptism v. -believers' baptism 
spdnkling v. immersion, is another way of sayin; 
disobedience v. obedience. Is obedience -to God 
not an important euo.ugh thing for us to insist 
upon? Were we to allow ,that haptism is a Ii-tile 
thing, still would not fove to Christ make us re~ 
gard t,hat lit•tle thing -he asks? Read -the text at 
the head of ,this article and see ,the Saviour's 
opinion ahout obedience 'to lfotle commands. • 

3- Inf~~ rantism tends to destroy ,the unity 
of the Spmt. See Eph. 4: 5; there is "one bap-
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tism.'' We have quoted the admissions of many 
p:edobaptis,ts tha-t infant baptism an4 sprinkling 
were not found in apostolic days. If the "one 
baptism" is for Paul necessary to "the unity of 
·the Spirit," and if Christian Union i_s necessary 
for t,he conversion of the ·world,. tihen ,it ls a seri
ous thing to -put some-thing else in plice of the 
baptism for which we have explicit Scriptural au-
·th0rity. . 

4. There is • often ,serious harm done to the 
subjeot of infant baptism. We frequently hear it 
said: " Well, a,t least it can do the child no harm.'' 
Is ,this so? Wihat •happens in the case of many 
"baptised" in infancy who grow up in a manifestly 

. unconverted state?. "Thousands grow up with 
the belief that in infancy they were made Chris
tian~hey speak of 'Our Saviour' and go now 
and itil1en to church. That 4'hey are not Oiris
tians never e~e'rs their ·heads. Tell them so, and 
,t,hey indignantly ask whether you think them 
Jews or Pagans. Were l!hey not born in a Chris
tian land? and• were they not made children of 
God in holy baptism? But for this delusion they 
migh't be brougdllt .to discern itiheir true condition; 
and suoh discernment would lead .in -many m
stances to deep concern and true conversion." 

5. It is sad to think how sprinkling of water 
on unconscious infants for baptism has obscured 
the symbolism of ,the oroinance.- He who reads 
Rom. 6: 3, 4 should .learn that immersion is not 
a purely arbitrary requirement. Our Lord Jesus 
died, was bud~,- and rose again: Paul •lets us 
know ,that these are tJhe great facts of ,the gospel 
(1 Cor. rs: r-4), the ground of our ·hope. Every 
time a penitent believer is baptised, the grea,t facts 
are in aot confessed. The believer -has died to 
sin, is buried with Christ, and rises from toe 
watery grave it:o walk :in a new life. Conybeare 
and Howson, .the well-know~ Church of England • 
writers, say: 

"~apt-ism was . (unless in exceptional cases) -
aclnumstered by uumersion, the convert being 
plunged _beneath the sur_face of. the water to rep-

• resent •h.1s death to the hf~ of sm, and then raised 
from ~his mo~n:tary bu.rial to represent his res
urrection to the hfe of r•1ghteousness. It must be 
a ·subJ ect of regret t,hat the general discontinu
ance of this original form of ba.ptism (though 
perhaps necessary :in our llOt'thern climates) has 
rende_red obscure to popular apprehensron some 
very important passages of Scripture.'' 

we altogether disagree with the parentnetical 
words •in the above; but the w-ri-ters' remarks are 
otherwise -noteworthy. 

J.t would be w<.'11 for all to do just ,wbat .God 
would have ,U1e111 do, and to _!:rust ,the- ll,ivine 
W·isdom, whicl1 will lay upon u·s no unreasonable• 
command. God wishes us to beoome "obedient 
from t:he hcar.t ,to that fo~m of ,teaching" deliv
ered by him (Rom. 6: 17). 

"Tilly will is good and just, 
Shall I Thy will withstand? 

If Jesus bids me lick the dust 
I bow at His command.'' ' 

To know our duty and do it not is sin. Con
tinuance in ,the sin ,of neglect arrests -the -life and 
stunts ,the growth. And ,tihe serious ,thing about 
t-h.,t is that it b~'Omes more difficuk for God to 
move us. If God cannot moye us in this present 
year, I do not Set! •how he .is going to do it later 
on.-loh11 R. Moll. 

f 
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THE. VOleE 13EHIND. 
rn_an may walk through the streets of Clay 
City, Kai!·• and fail t~ be inspired. Nobody 
blames him. But he 1s a dull man if he can 
walk unmoved through the streets of Rome 
when he knows that every time ·he puts his 
foot d?wn he sinks ankle-deep into history. 
fhe difference between the cities is a differ
ence in age and experience and consequent 
culture. Rome has heard the voice behind. 
J'exas University is a fine institution, but it 
1s not Oxford. We have enough land in 
Texas to make a bigger university than Ox
ford. We have.enough money in Texas to 
make a rkher university than Oxford. But 

Convention Sern1on delivered by ·Hugh McLellan, in 
_ October 15, 1912. 

the Armory, Louisville, U.S.A., 

Concluded. 
'fhe second message from the voice be

hind is, as I have said, wisdom. Out of the 
experience of a people come many lessons. 
For over a century we have sat at the feet 
of experience, and we must be dull pupils 
indeed if we have not attained to something 
of wisdom. By wisdom I do not mean an 
accumulation of facts; ra~her do I mean 
light for discrimination. In our history we 
have made mistakes and had troubles, and 
looking batk now we can see that we did 
not have the light to judge. This light is 
especially needful to a people who make 
much of authority, for the misuse of au
thority makes for dogmatism. T_he con
tinual appeal to divine warrant is so easily 
overdone that we get to the pass where we 
can not discriminate between what is funda
mental and what is superficial. We fail to 
see the line between the essential and the ac
cidental. We need ";isdom to know what 

-is to be settled by divine authority, and what 
may be adjusted by our own reason. We 
must beware lest we mistake our own voice 
for the voice of God. Looking. back, . we 
recall the days of debate concerning the use 
of instrumental music in the churches, and 
the other question of missionary societies. 
Because those questions were arg~ed on the 
plane of authority and not on the plane of 
wisdom, there arose a schism in the church. 
Because a multitude of people believed that 
the organ ·involved the authority of Jesus, 
they left us. We say it could not happen 
to-day. Perhaps not. We smile as we re
call it. It is no smiling matter. Brethren, 
it is a sad thing that fifty-thousand non
progressive Christians, fine people, noble 
people, have no lot or part in this Conven-

. tion, simply because our troubles came be
fore our light. Now, out of such experience 
a voice is speaking. It is the word of wis
dom. So, that as we are confronted by sim
ilar questions to-day we may have light to 
judge. There are such questions-ques
tions of evangelism, questions of unifica
tion,, questions of missionary administra
tion, questions of religious journalism. All 
these are to be settltd. But the great thing 
to know is on what plane to discuss them. 
Are they things to be settled on the plane of 
authority? If so, then to the law and the 
testimony! Or are they to be settled, as I 
believe they are, on the plane of reason? 
If so, then let us reason together, and may 
God grant us light. llut let us not pray for 
what we already have. Let us not ascend 

, ... 

into heaven to bring Christ down nor de
scend in~o ~he abyss to bring Christ up, 
~vhen he 1s mgh thee, even in thy mouth and 
m thy hear~: We have tp.e light. It is that 
lesson of wisdom bitterly learned in our ex
per_ience and calling to us out of our past. 
It 1s the second word spoken by the voice 
behind. 1. 1 

The third word~1ttered by this backward 
voice is the word; "culture." This is the 
principle which mikes for character. Cul-

. tnre is the refinement of character, the 
sheen on character. It is -an indescribable 
grace and charm. Tliis culture comes from 
behind. It grows up out of the years. A 

_ we have not enough land and money in 
Texas·to buy one single tradition from Ox
ford to drape upon our Texas halls. Our 
institution lacks history and romance and 
rumor and dead kings and great names and 
antique processions. That is why we lack a· 

, literature and influence. There is a strength 
arnl influence of character which starts into 
being only as the roots of life sink de~p into 
the years. A new fortune makes a plutocrat; 
an old fortune makes an aristocrat. 

Well, we are a young people. I suppose 
we know it, for the thing has been often 
enough cast into our teeth. Besides that, 
we have plenty of evidences. The fact that 
we have no world-wide literature like the 

The Journey to Bethlehem. 
And it came to pass in those day.s, that there went out a decree from Cesar Augustus that all 

the world 5houhl be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius w:as go\·;rnor of 
Syria.) And alJ went to be ,taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph al,o went up from 
G:1lilce, out of the dty of Nazereth, into Juda:a, unto t-he city of David, which is callc-,1 llethlc
hl'm; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused 
wife.-Luke 2: 1-5. • 



older bodies is a sure sign. The soil is not 
deep e1_1ough. Our general architecture 
shows it. Our large number of illy-equip
~ed colleges and the lack of a great -educa
!1onal centre show it. Our literalism hints 
it. We lack great sacrificial stmggles. We 
hav~ no St. Bartholomew's Day. We have 
behmd us no S.>lemn League and Covenant. 
\Ve have lost no blood. We have no mar
tyr~, and consequently no mystics. We lack 
graves. and shrines and places. However, 
youth 1s not a calamity. It is not an irrep
arable fault. It is something every day will 
mend. We have the beginnings of a past, 
for as we ascend the mountain there is 
fo"!ling behii:td u~ a grouping view. • It has 
outline and direction, and we are beginning 
to feel our trend. Our record is chane-i:,:r 
into history. We have 'a few temples ..,and 

• we have some choice graves. We have 
Wharton's grave in India, and Jacob Ken
oly's grave in Africa, and a lonely grave in 
the Canary Islands. Yes, and there are 
some precious mounds in Lexington arnl 
Bethany. • The soil is being fertilised. More 
and more as our past takes form and 
mounts behind us shall we enter into the 
me~ning of the third message of the voice 
behind-culture. 

It is necessary that we achieve this plane 
• of culture in order to solve some proh:em;; 

which are not to be solved on the planP:. of 
authority and reason. ·we solve a problem 
on the plane of authority by reason of what 
we beliCT•e. We solve those on the plane of 
reason by virtue of what we know. We 
solve some on the plane of culture by rea
son of •;c•hat we arc. I shall dismiss all ex
cept our greatest problem-that of Chris-

. tian union. \\Te have been working at the 
problem of union for a long time, and we 
have something to show for this work. We 
have tried it on the plane of authority, and 
there is a place for the authority of Christ 
in the settlement of this question. We have 
tried logic and argument, and there is a 
place for reason in the outcome. But I have 
an idea that when the Christian un'ion prob
lem is solved. it will be solved in the realm 
of feeling. I think so because I believe that 
Christian union, when it comes, will be a 
union of people. To what extent there will 
be doctrinal agreement, is uncertain; but 
there must be personal agreement. There 
must be sympathy and fellowship. Chris
tians were not made for Christian union, 
but Christian union for Christians. The 
people are the chief thing. Therefore it is 
well to note that on rhe plane of Christian 
culture we have the niost effective means of 
drawing God's people together. We have 
been trying for a century to ge_t people to 
like our plea. \-Ve ought to begm now try
ing to get people to like us. 1he two 'ele
ments of culture which will make mqst for 
this are tolerance and patience. 

I plead for the grace of tolerance, ~ecause 
J do not believe that any plan of umon, no 
matter how excellent, can be rammed down 
people's throats. In bringing people to
gether, consideration is vastly. "!ore effec
tive than dogmatism. Tol~rance 1s the edg:e 
of th~ blade., It cuts easily. Tolerance 1S 
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the oil to the binge. It turns easily. A man 
or a people, no matter how wrong they may 
be, are turned from error only as they feel 
our sympathetic understanding of their po
sition. I think that in the past we have of
ten jumped rough-shod upon people with-_ 
out knowing why they differed from us, or 
how those differences came into being. It 
was not that we lacked truth ; we lacked 
grace. Tolerance is only Christian cour
tesy. It draws people to you. It makes for 
union. It is a unifying principle in the 
church of God. It is -the unifying way of 
preaching Christian union. We have a uni
fying plea; let us have a unifying manner. 

'l'he second element of culture which 
makes for union is patience; or, if you 
please, poise. We need restraint. I think 
we are in too great a hurry for Christian 
union. Not that we are not anxious for its 
coming; indeed, we are. But I think we 
have been trying to hustle the union idea; 
and, in its nature, it is a thing which_ will 
not hustle. We must learn to labor and to 
wait. It is easier to labor than it is to wait. 
It is easier to run and not be weary than it 
is to walk and not faint. We may have to 
wait for others; we certainly have to wait 
for ourselves. Jesus prayed that his people 
might be one, but he did not say when. He 
set no time limit. However, there are 
among us some precipitous advocates of 
union who do not know this. They want 
union now. We pray that it may come as 
speedily as possible, but who can say that 
it ought to come .now? The Christian bodies 
are not yet extracted from the clay. One is 
narrow and another aloof. One is legalistic 
and another rationalistic. If we had an im
mediate union, it would not only be a union 
of·Christian graces, but a union of Chris
tian vices. Perhaps the Lord means for 
Christian culture to play a larger part in 
the preparation. But some are in a hurry. 
Already there are those who are ready to 
compromise doctrine and position and arbit
rarily fabricate a form of union immedi
ately. This would ultimately be seen to be 
not a union as it is now seen to be not 
Christian. It is like the evangelisation of 
the world. The Lord told us to go out and 
evangelise all nations, but he did not limit 
us in the matter of time. However, there 
are ,some who go shouting through space 
that we must evangelise the world in this 
generation. The Lord said evangelise the 
world, but he did not say "in this genera
tion." If we were to evangelise the world 
in ttiis generation, I am afraid we would 
make a sorry mess of it. H is lik6'y that 
the Lord has something for the next gen
eration to do in the preaching of the good 
news. The trouble is that men are in a 
hurry and the Lord is not. 

I admit that I do not know the details of 
ultimate union. I am not here to discuss 
the plan. However, I do not think it comes 
by observation or overseeking. Certainly 
not by haste. It is like happiness. If a man 
make a task of seeking happiness, he will 
wander through a paradise of fools and 
never find it. He will be unhappy in ·his 
quest. But if he find his place_ and do his -
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God-given task, happiness unseen will en
fold him like a garment. He will wonder 
how it is. So i_t is with Christian union. 1£ • 
we in an unwise haste-a haste unknown to 
God-violently try to rush through a form 
of union, we shall labor in vain. Let us do 
our task. Let us preach t'he word the Lord 
has put into our mouth. Let us not try 
short cuts to union. Let us be tnte to the 
Christ and our mission, then Christian 
union will come. It may not be 
the union we planned, but it will 
be the union God desires. It will come 
perhaps quickly, perhaps slowly, but it will 
come. It will come as comes the day after 
the night, as comes th_e spring after. the 
winter, as comes the tide slowly and irre
sistibly .from out the boundless deep; _and 
we may n.)t be aware of it until the shining 
waves are lapping at our feet. 

Now, in conclusion, I would not create 
the impression that our part in the solution 
of this great problem is a mere folding of 
the hands. \1/ e are not a negation. There 
is something tremendously constmctive in 
the very nature of our movement. We shall 
have a large place in the ultimare union and 
we can render a large service in bringing it 
to pass. Thi5 contribution, in my judg
ment, will not be so much a formula, scheme . 
or plan of union as it will be a people pre
pared for 1mion. That is, I beueve our 
greatest contribution will be ourselves. To 
see how this is, we must remember what we 
arc. In addition to being a communion of 
saints, like the other religious bodies, and 
in addition to being an evangelistic. force in 
the kingdom, like the rest, we have this 
unique distinction,. that we are to-day the 
world's best expression of democracy in re
ligion. When the Campbells began this 
reformation they were living in revolution
ary times. The republic had just been 
launched. The War of 1812 was impend
ing. The United States was still in the 
agony of conflict against monarchical op
pression. It was in this period that this 
conception of Christianity took place. It 
was natural that an American conception of 
government should influence an American 
conception of Christianity. It did; Note, 
will you, the democratic parallel betwee1t 
the republic and the Reformation? 

I. In the republic there is a funclamental 
recognition of equality among citizens be
fore the Constitution. 

In the Reformation we deny the eccles
iastical distinctions which recognise spirit
ual lords and overlords. We stand for that 
Christian democracy in which we are all 
one before Christ. 

2. The republic discards all titles-royal 
and blood. Thus the whole system of. titu
lar snobbery of counts, earls, dukes and 
kings is not to be compared with the simple 
dignity of the title Americiln. 

In like manner we, too, scorn the vain 
flunkeyism which ramifies ecclesiasticism, 
and we stand for the democratic breadth 
and dignity of the name Christian. 

3. Are not the rights of the States a par
allel to the integrity of our congregations? 

+ Does not the broad freedom of life and 
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. , for all races and tongues, and the 

opin~n variety of political expression, ever 

infini ;inated to one loyal Americanism? 
subo_r not that correspond with surprising .. 

I)oeSracy to the free<lom of opinion among 
accu eople so that the very widest diverg

ou~~n matters of opinion is still consistent 

er~th the most devoted loyalty to the Ohrist? 

'''\t as the United States offers a free 

t~ndary ~nd a fr~~ opportunity for a man 
to make -his own ltvmg, so we offer to men 
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Winning the Boy. • 

It is a well-known fact that boys between 
the ag_es of_ t~n and fifteen are more inter
ested m rehg~ous matters than they are at 

a~y other period of their lives. It seems a 

pity that so few workers possess the sense 

or the. tact to give the boys the best thing 

!hat:will ever come to them at a time when 
it will be most readily received. 

to keep the boy. I have never forgotten 

!he 10?k of pleasure and relief which came 
111!0 111s face. Later, when I became a sup
ermtendent I understood what that look 

_meant. Soon after the boy came into the 

class. He had a small package which he 

handed to me with some embarrassment I 
found that it contained his photograph.· I 
never regretted that I held on to that9boy. 
Shortly afterwards I left the city, but re
turned about ten years later. One nigh~ 
after I had been addressing several hun
dred young mechanics at a technical school 

f every type an ample ground in which to 

do their own thinking. And if Lincoln 

prayed that the government of the people, 

for the people and by the people might not 

perish from the face of the earth, so may 
we also pray that this conception of Chris

tianity, which I believe to be the fairest and 
best among men to-day, might never pass 

away. 
When tl1at day comes, that day spoken of 

by the poet, when there· will be a parlia
ment of man and a (ederation of the worl<l, 

will not the conception of government, as 

expressed by the republic, be -a great ele
ment in that parliament and federation? It 

will lead the way because it is into the chan

nels of democracy that the nations of the 
earth are turning. So; brethren, when the 

union of Christendom comes in the parlia

ment of saints and the federation of believ

ers. will not the democracy of religion 
which lies at the heart of our plea be an in
flmmtial factor in that union? It must be, 
because into the channels of religious de

mocracy the faiths of men are turning. 

T·herefore the United States can- render 1he 
greatest service to humanity by being true 
to itself and its ideals. And we, too, can 

render our largest service to Chri~tendom, 
not by timidity and compromise, but by be
ing true to our ideals and ourselves. This 
rising equal to our light and privilege is 

what I mean by culture. This is what is 
meant by a people prepared for union. This 
is the point in saying that our greatest ser
vice to union is ourselves. Our plea is per
fect, but we are not. Vve must not lower 
the plea, but we must lift ourselves up. It 

is not enough that we get people to like our 
plea; we must be such that they will like us. 

For us culture is holiness. 

This is the message of· the voice behind. 
Ah! brothers, clicl I say a voice behind? 
That is only half true. It is also the voice 
in front. This voice is the voice of Goel. 
There is no yesterday or to-morrow with 
him who speaks to us. We are a people led 
of God. The Christ i~ not only an ancient 
faith, but a progressive ideal. He is with 
us always. He follows behind-a pillar of 
doud. He goes before-a pillar of fire. 
Jesus is the true progressive, and the people 
who follow him most closely lead the world. 

Sometimes, -however, we are so much 

~oncerned about there being enough religion 

m our plans for the boy, that we forget ,to 
leave enough boy in them! 

" When I go fishing for trout " said Amos 

R. Wells, "I do not consider ~hat I liked 

for breakfast, nor what I want for dinner· 

! consider what the trout's mouth is water~ 
mg for." 

Study the tastes and talents of the boy 

and use them in reaching him. A Sunday 

School teacher had a boy in his class who 
gave him a great deal of trouble. He fin-· 

ally went to the mother of the boy to talk 

with her about his needs. " Don't talk to 
me about that boy," she blurted • out, as 
soon as she discovered his mission. " I have 
trouble enough ·with him; he is a great trial 

to me. Just come into the kitchen with me, 
and see what he has done there." The 
teacher followed the tired mother into the 
kitchen, and there on the walls were drawn 
pictures of animals and landscapes and peo
ple. They were well drawn, and the teacher 

saw the artist -in embryo. He said to the 
mother: "I thank you for bringing me into 
the kitchen. Yott have given me the key to 
your boy's heart." . • 

Next Sunday he was at his place with a . 
pad of paper and a good soft lead pencil, 
and he usecl it in the class. He wanted a 
map drawn that <lay, and he asked the boy 
if he woulcl draw it. He said to him: "I 
have learned that you can draw. Just make 

that outline with the water line, then draw 
these mountains, and put in these rivers and 

mark the towns." 
The boy did it; he was a partner in the 

concern that day, and it marked the end of 
alt trouble in the class, so far as that par
ticular boy was concerned. 

There is nothing- like getting into the 
homes of the boys in order to reach them. 

An incident which occurred during the early 
part of my career as a Sunday School tea
cher has often helperl me to bear with an 

unruly boy. This particular boy had been 
quite troublesome, and seemed to be de
moralising the entire class. I told the sup
erintendent that he must he taken out of 
the class. It did not occur to me at the 
time just where he was to go. I was simply 
anxious to get rid of him. During the week 
that followed I called .at the boy's ·home be
cause I was not altogether satisfied with my 
own course. I met his mother and sisters, 
as well as the boy himself, and spent a very 
pleasant evening, nothing being said about 
the trouble in the class. 

a s_trapping fellow stepped forward with ~ 
smile to tell me -that he was formerly my 

scholar in that old Sunday School class. 

He was the boy who had worried me so 
s?rely when I was teaching that ~roup of 
city youngsters. He was then in a good po
sition, exerting a splendid influence because 
of his strong Christian character. 

A Christian Duty. 

\ 

Joy is a Christian duty. God wants all 
his children to be happy. Do they never 
have any troubles? Yes, many. Still God 
wants us to rejoice. 'vVe must notice, how
ever, what kind of joy it is which we are 
so earnestly urged to have. It is not the 
world's joy-" Be glad in the Lord." Those 
whose gladness depends only on earthly 
things have no assurance of its lasting long, 
for all earthly -things are transitory. When 
it is the love of Christ that gives us glad
ness, our joy is sure beyond failure, for he 
lovet11 us to the end. To be glad in the 
Lord is to do day by day our simple duty, 
leaving fo him all the care, all providing, all 
protecting, never allowing a shadow of anx
iety to cross our mind.-]. R. Miller. 

Take now Thy Son.-In a recent sermon Dr. 

We ought to be ashamed of being care
ful for riches, how we may acquire them in 
greatest abundance, and for glory and 
honor, but care not nor take thought for 
wisdom and truth, and for our souls, how 
they may be made most perfect.-Socrates. 

On the next Sunday I went to the super
. intendent and told him that I had decided 

J. H. Jowett pictured t,he differt"llce betw~n sup

erficial giving and giving from the heart. '' Hore 

is a man who can spare five dollars for the for

eign field. He has no ,hesi-tation abo1it the offer

ing. Nay, ·he can even relegate the matter to a 

clerk, and on the recurring days the amount is 

paid with ~he regularity of the sunrise. It occa

sions him litde or no ~hought. He is dealing with 

superfluities, with t,he mere selvage of the web, 

and the forceful rJches of life remain untouched. 

Ilnt he •has one son, the pride of his heart, the 

-hope of his life. One day a strange fire is kindled 

in the lad's ·h<.>art, and a strange light comes into 

his eyes, and t>he lad knows himself to be called 

of God to the foreign field. 'Father, I want t,p be 

a missionary.' The light fades out of the father's 

sky, and the hop<.>s of a life tumble dowg like tem

ples built in dreams. That • is the experience 

W'hich shatters. 1)hat is where existence ripens 

into life. The sovereign was given, and nothing 

with it. The lad was r;iven, and a life went whli 

him; and there were blood-marks all along the 

way. It is the things we cannot spare which make 

our offerings alive." 
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In the Realm of the. Bible School. 
A. R. MAIN, B.A. 

W c ereturn again to Old Testament studies. 
For 1913 fuc lessons deal with the history re
corded in the first six books of the Bible, from 
the Crea.t,ion to the settlement in Canaan. We 
have the Creation, the Flood, the Lives of the 

• Patriard1s, the Bondage -in Egypt, the Exodus 
and Wilderness Wanclerings and the ·conquest 
of Canaan. 

As we study these lessons, let us not -think but 
• little of them on the ground that we are now 

under the New Covenant. We must remember 
that the Old Testament Scriptures were inspired 
of Go<l. \Ve remember, too, the ohl couplet: 

"The New is in the Old concealed; 
The Old is in the New revealed." 

The apos,tle .bids us consider tha,t "whatsoever 
things were wr-i«en aforetime were written for 
our learning, that through patience and through 
comfort of the Scriptures we might have ihope" 
(Rom. 15: 4). 

THE CREATION. 
Sunday School Lesson for January 5, 1913, 

Genesis 1 : 1-2: 3. • 

Our first studies for .the year are in the book 
of Genesis. The word " Genesis" denotes that 
this is the book of beginnings, or originations. It 
tells ,of tiie origin of U1e material universe, of 
man, of evil, of the family, of nations, of the plan 
for rc<leem.ing men. The book is divided •into 
two great parts; t-he first ( 1 : I to 11 : 26) telling 
of the history of di°e world to the settlement of 
the various nations; the !;Ceond (II: 26-50) deal
ing with pMriarchal history. Each of these parts 
has fi\•c sections, each clearly marked and -intro
duced by the Hebrew word tolrdot/1, or "genera
tions" (see 2: 4; 5: 1; 6: 9; JO: 1; 11: 10; 11: 
2i; 25: 12; 25! 19; 36: 1; 37: 2). 

"In the beginning, Ood." 
He who ponders 111e ma.t<ter at all, will be 

stnu:k-wit~, t~1e sublimity of the opening of die 
Bil,le. Genesis is a marvdlous chapter. Some 
have cavilll·d at our taking tis statements as an 
accurate account. \Ve shall continue to do so 
until something hotter is offered. The very ques
tion whkh is so often asked re Genesis I is note
worthy. Who ever enquires regarding the Baby
lonian or the Indian account of the Creation, Is 
it true? No Huxley labors to disprove ,t,hrse ac
counts. How came rthC'rc to he in this early Bible 
book an account whioh in so many ways nrnrvel
lously anticipates modern science? l nspira1ion 
seems- t41e only answer. T•hc union of iimplicity 
of t"xpression wi-t1h profundity of thought which 
gives true sublimity is t'spccially charac-teristic of 
the opening chapters of the book. See, for in
stance, verse 4: en words of one . syllable the 
grea1est truths are presented. J'here is a st1"ik
ing resemblance here be-tween Gcnes1S and -the 
prologue of .the fourth Gospel. 

"In tihe beginning." This great word is all we 
are ,told of the time of Creation. We do not say 

t-he earth was created in B.C. 400~. "In the be
ginning" allows'all ,the time that may be demand
ed on any reasonable theory. If it were definitely 
proved that fens of thousands and even millions 
of years elapsed since the earth came into exist
ence, "in the •beginning" would not conflict wiH1 
that. 

Let us add anotJ1cr word to the phrase, and we 
get one of die most blessed thoughts: " In the 
beg-inning-God." Joseph Pa-rker said : " If we 
remove the term God from t,his chapter, we leave 
behind _a mystery of darkness; when we reinsert 
the term God we impart a nobler mystery of 
light"; and again: "God created-And God saw
And God called-And God made-And God set
And God blessed-God. That is the cause." "I 
like t-he superb organ tones of those primeval 
words of the primal book, ' In the beginning 
God,'" says Alexander McKenzie; "there reason 
and imaginat-ion rest; at .die first, before all 
things, or even creation had issued into the void 
of space, was the Eternal, the Almighty." 

We feel tiiat the follo\ving words represent 
tru.tih: "Had the writer of Genesis written noth
ing but the words of our lesson to-day, !his place 
in the world's hastory would have been imper
ishably fixed. ,\s a simple, sublime and sufficient 
explanation· of the universe -the words stand ,in 
a class by tlmusel\'cs, unparalleled and incom
parable." 

" Ood created." 
• "The most rational explanation of tihe existing 
order of things is t~1at whioh the Bible gives. 
Only three conce1>1Jions are possible: 1. All things 
have forever existed as they now do. 2. T•he uni
verse, with its wondrous order, and t-his world, 
wi.th its diverse and yet unified life, have all come 
by chance. 3. The present system has been devel
oped according to a steadfast plan, and under 
uniform laws. Ilut t~1is last hypothesis (whicih ,is 
the only one the enlightened reason can for a 
moment accept) is .impossible and unthinkable, 
unless we accept an inteUigent Designer and Law
gh-er-a great Creator. Without troubling our
selves at ti1e present to adjust every item, we may 
say that there is a marvellous agreement bt'tween 
nature and th~ Bible in the bolder and more gen
eral outlines of the story of Creation." 

The word "create" is used only three times in 
the story of Genesis I : ( 1) For the orJgination 
of ma.tier. (verse 1); (2) Of the origination of 
life (v. 21); (3) Of tihe origination of soul 
(~);rice rc·pea.ted, verse 27). It ·has often been 
mc·nt-ione<l t•hat 1'it is remarkable that ~hcsc are 
exactly 1'11e pojnts w½iere Nature has said to 
science, T•hus far and no farth_er. All the powers 
of modern science -have failed to orib•inate matter, 
or life or soul. After they have these, men can 
go on developing, but they cannot create. Here 
must come in a personal God who can create." 
No talk about ,evolution can get rid of a God a 
divine Creator. We do not mean -t-hat evoiu
tionis(s necessarily <lisbelieye in God. Charles 
Darwin said, "In my most ex'lreme fluotuation.s 
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I have never been an atboist in tihe sense of deny
ing the ex-istencc of a God"; and again: "The 
impossibility of concei_vi'ng t-hat 'tm~ grand and 
wondrous universe, with our consc1ou9 selves, 
arose through· chanoe, seems to ~ rile chief ar
gument for the exis.tencc of God." 

The work of the days. 
It will be noted tha,t the si~ ·days seem to fall 

into two g-roups of tl1ree,_ whiclt correspond to 
each other, thus: 

1st Day: 
Ligiht: 

2nd Day: 
Air and Waters. 

3rd Day: 
Land. 

' 4-th Day: 
Luminaries. 

5th Day: 
Animals of Air and Water. 

6th Day: 
Land Animals. 

Trhe lesson may be considered from the point 
of view that, as Pope said, "Order is Heaven·\ 
first law." God wo~ked in an orderly famion. 
Step by step the world was arranged, preparccl 
for man's coming. F. W. Robert90n said: "God 
was represented as evolving •harmony from dis
cord, as repressing . lobe unruly elements and 
br.inging them .into obedience. And ·herein men 
were taught die divine character of order; that 
it is the law of 1J1M1n's 'existence; diat t-hc 111\regu
lated or unruly heart is like the ship with an in
subordinate crew whfoh is wrecked on the ocean; 
that order is to pervade t]le church, to rule the 
state, to regulate ·the family, to .influence man's 
personal happiness." 

Marcus Dods well summarises the chief points 
in .t,he narrative: "1st, riiat all things originate 
from God; 2nd, .that the Creator is a free, .intel
ligent personal Being; 3rd, that ,things were cre
ated not aH at once, but in a regular order; 4th, 
that man, made in Gou's image, was the crown 
and guiding object of this order." Our next les
son deals with man as t-he crown of creation; so 
we need not dwell on this now. 

The world ls good. 

Five 1imes ,we are told tha,t God saw his work 
was good. We might have expected -llhis, believ
ing that God made i.t; but it is well .to have the 
reiternted statement and rcmfoder. ·w~en man, 
~he crown of Creation, appeared, we arc -told that 
he saw everything he •had made, and, "behold, it 
was very good." Whatever of evil exists should 
not blind us to this divine pronouncement. Some 
of God's Creation f1as been marred by sin; but 
still we believe his work is good, and tnat God 
is not only the g.reat Creator, but also the great 
Restorer. "The worltl iis a good w01'ld," wrote 
Almani Peloni, "for good lairgely predominates 
in tl1e world. Though there is much in it that 
.tells of evil, even t•he evil in it points to largc,r_ 
uhinmte good. The storms bring us a purer air 
ai1d fruitful showers; eartnquakes and volcanic 
eruptions aTe but the occasional outbreaks of the 
gracious interior fire whkh ke:eps t-he surface of 
the earth warm and fertile all the year round; 
autumnal decay enriooes the soil." 

Our God, we thank thee, thou hast made 
The ear-th so bright, 

io full of splendor and of joy, 
Beauty and light. 

So many glorious things are here, 
Noble and right. -A. A. Pro,tor. 
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Notes from the N.S.W. Committee. A Visitor's Impressions of Japan. 

By F. T. Saunders. 

• ·i,f Mission or some of them, r.:-mnE stud,n<s of the Ch;n<S< 

1 _ \1 have p;id \,,isits to Auburn 

I have just hacl the pteasure of visiting our es
teemed Bro. and Si•ster Davey, in Tokyo, ancl 
thought perhaps you would like ,to •have a few of 

, my impressions. 

• :-!' and NorU1 Sydney during 
• .,..i ~.ovember, assis.ting in the 

·! Children's Day programme 
• 1 at each place. Their assist-

• ance was much ;ippreciated, 
and their 90los, especially 
that of little Norman Jame, 
son of our esteemed evan
gelist, were muc-h enjoyed 
by all. 

'Phe Comm~t,tee has for sale in Sydney some 
arrowroot sent up by the natives of Oba as a con
tribution for~ the work. This is fine hand pre
pare-d ar,rowroot, and can be :had for sixpence per 
pound, in one or sevc!n pound lots. 

T-he -Secretary ,had the pleasure of addressing 
a mN:ting of rhe young met1 at ·Petersham during 
Kovember. The meeting was not a great one in 
point of numbers, but the fellow who is haunted 
by statistics would have had ;i fright had he been 
there. It was a great meeting, and the who.le of 
the company "'as made l1appy indeed, when a 
fine young man rose and said -he had decided to 
give his life for t-he work in tih:e regions beyond. 
We will hea-r more of this brother. 

We trust tha.t -the members of the churches w.ill 
not overlook the need for old linen for bandages 
on t,he islands. lt -is not our province to make 
reports in this paper, but_ we wish ~1at brethren 
could see the need as it is sihown in recent letters 
frnm Oba. Send any quan.ti.ty to Bro. Saunders, 
at 16 Hayber-ry-st., Korth Sydney. Bible School 
picture ro11s that have served their pt11·pose here 
can_be made o.f almost perpe-tual service on the 
islands, and will be 1hankfully received by the 
workers. 

The Conm1i-ttee has had pJ,asure in appointing 
Sister Miss May Oldfield to t-he position of Sup
erintendent of the newly-formed Mission Study 

• Departmmt. Miss Oldfield a1as had experience 
in this work that -peculiarly fits her for the posi
tion, and we believe Hm·t -the ·work will grow 
under her leadership. A beginning will be made 
after ,1'11e -holiday season iis over. 

When in Sydney Bro. Filmer had a picture of 
lhe fa!nily taken, which is a particularly good one 
of Phyllis. Copies of t-his may he obtained from 
the photographer, and if sufficient foducement is 
offered, a supply will be obta-ined fur sale. Write 
to Bro. Saunders. 

In remitting money to ,bhe New South Wales 
Secreta·ry, by postal notes, or post office orders, 
please make them payable to u-ow's Nest Office. 
It will help Bro. Saunder& and save time. 

Let me say -that I think Australia has reason -to 
be proud of its representa-tives in Japan. One 
cannot meet and talk long with Bro. Davey with
out being impres-sed wit•h his wholc-'hear-ted con
secration, earnestness and zeal in rhe wock. He 
is a man of tir~le5s energy, and jg always ,to the 
fore in all -movements tending to the advance-

THE FOREIGN MISSIONARY 
COMMITTEE 

wish all supporters and friends 

THE SEASON'S GREETINGS. 

The brotherhood has loyally 
stood by and supported the Com• 
mittee during the year 1912, and 
for this the Committee expresses 
its deep gratitude. Money· has 
freely been given. And prayers 
have been fervently . offered by 
hundreds. of interested churches 
and members, and the Committee, 
heartened by the splendid support 
accorded, has striven to faithfully 
carry out the task placed in its 
hands. On the threshold of ans 
other year, with thankfulness in 
our hearts, the year 1913 is en• 
tered full of hope for a year of in• 
creased activity in the Foreign 
Mission enterprise. May God 
grant to each reader and friend of 
missions 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

ment of Christiani-ty._ At present _he is one of t·he 
leading men in -the National Sunday Scho~I 
movement, and -has devoted a great deal of time 
to organising ,thi•s movement. For the past three 
years he has been treasurer of t,he Federnted 
],.-fission Boa-rd of Japan. He has a Bible Class 
of young men who are students at one of ,t,he lead
fog nobles' schools in Tokyo, and just now is giv
ing them a series of lectures on "W·hat is Chris
tianity?" Baron I<atsura, •t·he present Imperial 
Lord Chancellor, the first man in the Empire next 
to the Emperor, was patron of -t-his college last 
year, an<l. was present at the graduation cere
monies to whioh Bro. Davey had also been in
vit·ed. During the evening -they aiad several con
versations, and at the dinner afterwards he hon
ored Bro. Davey by ask,ing -him to sit at his table 
wi-th others of high rank. 
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Address communica-
tions to . 

T. B. FISCHER, 
Chesterville-rd., 

Cheltenham, 
Victoria 

'Phone, Cheltenham, 132 

~ 

T1hat Mrs. Davey is a worthy helpmeet may be 
gauged from her work on Sunday last, whicl1 of 
course is only one day out of seven. Before ro 
o'clock she had been to two Sunday Schools. At 
t,he meeting for worship she officiated at the or
gan. In the aftrrnoori she had classes for two 
hours, and in the evening a Bible Class at chapel. 
T•he other days are taken up with visiting women 
in their ihomes, and with various meetings in her 
own home. 

Our brethren have three chapels in Tokyo. The· 
two I saw -are finely appointed and in good parts 
of the city, one being right opposite the Imperial 
University. Besides these chapels' they have 
school buildings which cost £8500 to erect. 

Bro. Davey's church at Koi~akawa •has a mem· 
bers1hip of 6o. Last Lord's day there· were be
tween 30 and 40 present, mostly bright young men 
and women attending the schools. As they only 
attend these schools for three years, and then go 
t-o different par.ts of the country to take official 
positions or go back to their homes, it is not pos
sible to build up a very strong church; but the 
influence of these young people will count for 
good wherever they go, and no one can tell what 
the harvest "'ill be in the years -to come. The 
Japanese pastor took charge of the service, and 
gave an address ori " Self Sacrifice." The sing
ing of these Japanese Christians surprised me. 
1,he average Japanese voice. and music is any
-~hing but musical or pleasing to 'vV es"tern ears, 
but these folk sang weil. A goo{) <lea! of credit 
for this is due to Mrs. Davey. 

J n the afternoon I met Bro. W. D. Cunning
ham- and Sisters Miss 1'1. Jdmson and Rioch. 
Miss. Rioch sends ,her ·regards to all friends in 
Australia. Also met a Bro. Nichols, from D:c-s 
Moines, Iowa, who knows Bro. Pond, and several 
:1ther Australians a-t Drake Universitv. 

Suncby evening Bro. Dav-ey took ~e along to 
~ bhe chapel, ,yher-e he had charge previous to leav

ipg for Australia last furlough. Bro. Hagen in
troduced me to a yoting Japanese who •had giv<.'n 
11p 1his wo•rk 111 ·the Al"Senal so that 1he could do 
something for Christ. He is now a Bible colpor
tmr, going_ away to country districts where they 
have n,ever seen the gospel, in all kinds of weather. 

Bro: Davey thinks tha,t the conquest of J~pan 
for Ghrist will no.t be by any wonderful revival 
sweeping over the country, such as tha-t witn~sed 
in Kor<.'a, but rather liy a gradual !ravening of 
the whole lump as I-he ·truths of Christianity 
work '!heir.· way into the hearts of the p~opk 

Shintoism, whiah is practically ancestor or 
hero worship, seems to hav-e a verry strong hold 
on the people· of every rank, and the death of the 
late Emperor and General Nogi has apparently 
gh·en it a new lease of life. I ain, yours very sin
corcly,-Wilfred T. Fenn. 

[Bro. Fenn is one of our highly respected mem
bers in Melbourne, and we gladly give his letter 
as above.-The F.M. Secretary.] 



West Australia. 
I NORTH P_ERTH.-The work still goes quietly 

a _ong, and _wrth the ~xception of tihe Wednesday 
mght mcetmg, our attendances are satisfactory. 
\V~ had t-he pleasure of receiving two into fellow
sh_ip by letter on December 1. D. M. \Vilson was 
wit,~ us on ,!hat day! and gave us a fine address 
on Pr~yer. Qur primary department in the Bible 
Sch<?ol 1s provmg a success, and new scholars are 
oommg. Onr Adult Class is also growing rapidly. 
01! ·w ednesd.ay afternoon, December 4, Sister 
Miss Margaf"et Burt was married to Bro. Dunk
ley. Th<; chapel wns very prettily decorated for 
the_ occas1011, and at the close of the ceremony the 
writer p_resented t_h_em wit~ a large Bible from the 
cJ:iur~• m recog111t1on of its being the first wed
d4Dng m the North Perth chapel.-A. J. Ingham, 

ec. 9. 
PERTH.-At our ~eeting on December r A 

B_ell spoke upon tile text, " Remember Lot." ' At 
!11ght B1"o. Blakemore addressed the gospel meet
mg, and at the close two scholars from the school 
made the good confession. On December 8 we 
had the privilege of receiving into our fello,~ship 
Mrs. Raymnnd, from Northcote, Vic., and Miss 
S_bughter, from England. The exhortation was 
g1v~n by Bro. Blakemore, who spoke emphatically 
agamst the tendency to popularise the churc-h at 
tile expense of truth.-W.A., Dec. 9. 

Tasmania: 
WEST UL VERSTONE.--On October 27 we 

hdd ~ur anniversary,_ when A. Taylor gave a 
sp_lenclid addr~s to oh1ldren and parents, and dis
tnhu!ed .the pi;izes. On the following day we held 
the p1cmc, which was greatly enjoyed by all. Have 
had several Band of Hope meetings in the writer's 
house. A. Taylor acted as chairman· songs and 
recitations from Bible School ~holars and 
friends, also suitable songs from Brn. Taylor's 
phonogf"aph, addresses from Bro. Hutton nnd the 
writer. Sixteen signed the pledge. Our last 
meetin~ ended with a coffee supper. We are 
badly m nc:ed of a building in this district. We 
cannot take all the children we would like to at
tend our Bible School, as we have not room f01" 
them.-F. Dent. 

LA UNCESTON.-Since last report we have 
had Bro. Enniss, of Lygon-st., with us. Our bro
ther arrived on Saturday by the s.s. Loongana, 
and in the af1ernoon a hearty welcome was ex
tended mm at the " Gorge." Bro. Enniss address
ed ~e church O? Lord's day morning, and preach
ed m the e,·emng to a fine audience. .Both ad-
1lresses were highly appreciated. • Our thanks are 
due to the Federal Executive fo1" sending our bro
!her f-iere, and we !rust h!'s visit and talks as-e go
mg to greatly assist us m the forbhcoming mis
sion.-N. J. :\11/armbrunn, Dec. 6. 

New Zealand. 
GORE.-Meetings have continued healthy and 

full of interest. Seven l1ave been added by faith 
and baptism ~ince last report. In the prayer meet
ings we are taking our studies from Acts of Ap
os-tles, and these services are proving very profit
able_ Our Improvement Class has run its course 
for the season, and is now closing down with an 
open-air meeting in the Park. We enjoyed im
mensely C. M. Gordon's visit and address. Bad 
weather:_ kept aWQy eountry members and gave us 
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only a medium gathering, bu.t our brother took 
away promises to the amount of £19/15/- for the 
Dible College. • 

ASHBURTON.-A farewell social was tender
ed to Miss Dut-hie, who has returned to her home 

· in Mataura. Appreciation of her services in 
c~urch and Sunday School WQS expressed in the 
gift of a handsome silver-mounted• comb and 
~rush. Bro. Innes, evangelist, who has been iH, 
1s taking a f~tnight's furlough to regain his usual 
health. The church has decided to ask Bro. Innes 
to continue his labors for ano~her yeM.-W. 
Shearer, Dec. 2. 

MATAURA.-W~ enjoyed the visit of C. M. 
Gordon, who gave us nn inspiring talk on the 
College of the Bible. Some of us promised finan
cial ·hell\. Mr. Norris E. King, who has been 17 
;vears "".1th the Ghfoa Inland Mission, gave us an 
mterestmg talk on December 2. Contact with 
workers from the mission field helps 1'o broaden 
and deepen our interest in the work. Yesterday 
two Sisters Henderson, from the North Sydney 
churcb, had fellowship with us.-T.J.B., Dec. 9. 

AUCKLAND (Ponsonby-rd.).-We are glad 
to report that our esteemed Bro. Turner has so 
far recovered health that he is able to preach and 
resume other services. The operations of the 
cburch have been well maintained by able and 
zealous bf"et-hren during his illness. One Lord's 
day worship meeting H. Do,wney gave a stirring 
address.. T~o of his cousins were on the plat
form wit!\ him, one our Sunday School superin
tendent, the other a deacon and church treasurer. 
Other cousins, all willing and efficient workers in 
the church, were a!S>O present. On December 8 
F. Evans gave a good address on "What is your 
Life?" and a sister commended by the church at 
Nelson was received.-E.C. 

NELSON.-Loi"d'is day, December I the meet
ing for worship was well attended. • Visitors: 
B_ro. Bodi~, from Auckland, and Bro. Lane. The 
mght meetmg was a good one, there being a large 
number .Pr~se~,t. Bro. Verco preached on "Our 
Resp~nS1b1IJty._ Last ~eek a competition was 
held m recitations, readmg, vocal and instrumen
tal musiic, among .rhe Bands of Hope and Bible 
Schools of the city. There were 26 entries from 
our school,. t•h~ 13:rgcst 11u!11ber of competitors 
fr«;>m one mst1_tuhon. Qm,te a number gained 
prizes and certificates. We heartily congratulate 
the successful ones.-E.M.J., Dec. 5. 

AUC_KLAND (Ponsonby-rd.).-The Sisters' 
~xecut1ve ·Council arranged for the last rally of 
s1s!crs for 1912 to be lleld in Richmond chapel on 
F:1day, November 29, when 40 sisters assembled. 
Sister Downey, president, conducted the mee-ting. 
Ti1~ roll call of tl1e churches was heartily re
sponded to by the following :-Richmond, Pon
so1!by-rd., J?ominion-rd., Onehunga, Avondale, 
Pomt Chevalier and Dock-st. Mission. Messages 
of love ai;id enc~uragement were read from our 
country sisters 111 . Pukekohe, Nor.hi, Albertland, 
Wellsfor_d, Te Arm, Hukaru, Opotiki, nnd Papa
k1!r~.. 1 Jie reports of lhe Dorcas Class, Home 
VJs11111_g, Temperance, and Hospital Visiting 
~om!111ttces were most cheering. Jn re
v1c"".111g . the work accomplished by the Ex
ecutwe, 1t was clear that great progress had been 
made. T,he Home and Foreign Mission Commit
tees >had ben~fited financially, and there wns a 
much deeper interest manifested by the sisters· in 
the wo'Tk of both commiHees. The penny-per
we<.>k scheme for the benefit of the Home Mission 
Fund_ was working satisfactorily, and had already 
contributed £11/9/2. to t~1e funds. •l\lite boxes 
•had also been distributed and would doubtless 
augment rile amount. /\ v<1rie<t an<t interesting 
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programme was rendered by Sisters Yoclm~ E, 
Tumer, Jones, Prine and Pooie. Sister Hanham 
contributed an excellent paper ?n "Ps-ayer." Sis
ter Mason addressed the meeting on the "Bare 
Major-ity Vote" question, and enttmsed her audi
ence to work strenuously in the coming cam
paign. Supper was served by the Richmond fiis
ter,.-].C.M. 

Queensland. 
MARYBOROUGH.-Splendid meetings. One 

yonng man made t>he· good confession and was 
oo,ptised on the following Lord's day evening 
also a yonng woman from t-he Lord's day school' 
who came oull: under Rro. Parslow, during hi~ 
late visit to our dloy. Both had the right hand of 
fellowsJ1ip extended to them. T•he young man has 
proffered i1is services to help in the Lord's day 
school, and was gladly accepted _b_y the superin
tendent and teachers. W. B. Hayes deliven 
some very stirring addresses to good gatherings, 
bnt can ~mly ,be with us e)lery seoond Lord's day. 
-W. SIiier. 

ALBION.-Bro. Enchdmaitt CX'horted last 
Lord's day. In the Bible School Sister M. Hels
don's dass again carried off the bannerette. This 
is a very popular monthly competition among the 
ch_il~ren. We are right. in t~e midst of tJie tent 
m1sS1on. BTO. Forbes 1s faithfully proclaiming 
the good news. On Sunday night an open-air 
song service was held previous to rile gos__pel 
m~e~ing. T•he t~nt was atterwards filled The 
m1ss1on closes thts week. Mrs. Forbes is power
fully assi!lling the mission by her singing of the 
gospel message. We thankfully acknowledge 
15/6, retirin_g offering from Lismore, N.S.W., to
wards bmldmg fund.-H.C.S., Dec. 9. • 

TQOWOOMBA DISTRICT.-A numbe~ of 
meetmgs have been held amongst the oountry 
brethren in Toowoomba District d111"ini: Novem
ber. The· district • evangelist, T. C. Harward, 
travelled over a thousand miles conducting ser
vices at Mt. Tyso~, Di:illham, G~nm?unt. Oakey, 
H01"sham and Chmch1lla. The meetings in gen
eral have been well attended. A weekly meeting 
for breaking of bread has been started in Bro 
Anderson's home at Oakey. Bro. Bert Hembro.: 
renders valuable assismnce here. The table is 
sp~ead eve1"y Lord's day a.t Bren. FleU's, Cliin
clnlla; W. Smith's, Horsham Settlement· C. V 
1\oberts', Drillham, and B. W. Collins', 'Crow'~ 
Nest. T. C. Harward will be pleased to hear 
fr?m any Jsofated brethren in Toowoomba dis
trict who have not yet received a lette1" from him. 
Any members between Wallumbilla and Too
woomba will receive attention. 

-So_uth • Australia. 
WAMPOONY.-We -held our anniversll.ry on 

November 17 and 20. E. Edwards spoke twice 
on Sunday, also at the public meeting on Wed
nes~ay, at which meeting T. B. Vttco took the , 
oha1r. The Bordert-own church supplied the 
muS1c and -singing. The anniversary was the 
1
1
)0!.t successful held• for many years.-F.R.D., 

ec. ro. 
UNLEY.-We had the pleasure of a visit from 

Barton W. Manning on Wednesdar last, and he 
gav~ an address a.t the prayer meeting. The col
lccllon for Church Ex-tension Building Fund 
amounts to £9/8/9.-P.S.M., Dec. 16. 

NORTH ADELAIDE.-The anniversary of 
the Sunday SC'hool was held on Lord's day after• 
noon, D~cembei: rs, when Mr. Stephen Wickes 
g:a ve an mterestmg "chalk ta.Jk" on the "Conver• 
~on ~f P~ter," i1'1ustrating his remarks by draw
l!_lg with hg,htning rapidity in colored chalks. Mf". 
Claud Verco gave an excellent recitation entitled 
"Belshazzar's Feast," and the superintendent, H. 
Moore, ,distributed the prizes. In the evening 
there. was a good attendance, and the Gard family 
contributed several gospel items in song.-V.B.T., 
Dec. 16. 

MA YLANDS.- Children's· Foreign Mission 
Day was observed this afternoon and aroused in
terest, The offering amounted to over .(z. The 
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• e allotted and nicely arranged by M1~ses 
itetn5 "er nd Qiarlton and Bro. F. Sando. Prizes 
)(auger a r wrse also distr~buted by H. R 1"ay
for the Yf roke bread to-day, and one w~s received 
)or. ~ience. Good attendances, dcsprtc tl1c hot 
by o er-R.L.A., Dec. 15. 
weatb APHORE.--Goo;d mee~ings to-day. Hall 

SE/~i for gospel service. . Sister Florence Rees 
was u •ve·d 1·nto fellowmnp. Saturday was a s rece1 • th • 

lbe }.u.stra_lian ct bri.stian 877 

The population of this mountain town is-.. not 
great, hut visitors are numerous, and it is prob
able -bhat a good many disciples will find tfleir 
way up to this part. We shall be glad to sec 
them. We are making inquiries to try and obtain 
a more central place of meetfog.-H. E. Tew~
hury. 

INVERELL.-Meetfogs good last Lord's day. 

wa ble day in 1'11e church's htst~ry, c occasion 
~ the laying of the foundatio_n stone for. the 
l)eln~I A splendid. representat.1on ~rom s1~er 
chap cbes gadlered with the church. Sister M. A. 
ch~ laid the stone. Mr. Warland, tihe contrac
B r resented the trowel. The erection of tJ1e 
t0\tfng is under .the superintendency of CC7\\'.ell 
but Cowell architects. Words of congra.tulat1on 
!:e given' by visiting prc.-achers on behalf of t~e 
churches for which t:hey kibor. H. J. Hoysell, 111 

to re-furnish .their rooms. When finish'Cd, will 
give a nice appea·i:ance to "that part of tile building. 
Ther.: has been quite a marked improVffllent late
ly in both classes. This morning the Junior and 
Intcm1ediate C.E.s were favored wit-h a visit from 
Mr. Stanley, of the Seamen's Mission, who gave 
1hcm an interesting talk. Next Wednesday an 
opportunity will be gh·en to contribute magazines, 
etc., for that la11dable work. To-night, instead 
of the usual service, a service of song, "Re
claimed," w,as given in a first-class manner • by 
our choir. There was a large attendance. Bro. 
Paternoster gave the reading. Bro. Fiedler was 
conductor, and Bro. Hewitt organist. Our golden 
offering reached £28.-W.B., Dec. 15 .. 

MILANG.-The meetings in connection with 
the church here of late have been good both 
morning and evening on the Lord's daY., The 
week-night meetings are also fairly well attended. 
At t-he meeting this morning we had the joy of 
recdYing two of our Sunday School scholars 
into the church. ·we have well attended Bible 
Classes on Sunday afternoons, male and female. 
We arc holding a Bible Class social on Dec. 19 
to •try and gain a few more new scholars. We· 
were pleased to have Sister Goldsworthy, senr., 
merting with us once again th;s mormng, after a 
long illness. Bro. Jarvis preached to-night t'o a 
good audience; a nice, bright meeting.-S.H.G. 

In the morning Rro. Cook presided. Bro. CU6t 
gave a very helpful exhorfation, takinf. for his 

• theme " Bear ye one another's burdens.' In the 
after~n E. J. Waters proclaimed the gospel at 
Oakwood, and one yo'!ng girl made die. good oon
fession. In .t-he evening ~he evangelist gave a 
spkndid gospel' address.-G.B., Dec. 10. 

BANGALOW.-Two sisters 1'eceived into f~l
lowsmp this morning, daughters of our late Sis
ter Beckiinsale. At the close of ~he mo_rning ses
sion the church decided to confer with Byron 
Bay members with a view of supporting an evan
geli9t between the two places, and thus allow the 
present evangelist, or his successor, to work the 
Tweed end of the district to better advantage. 
Bren Snow and Wells were appointed to act on 
behaif of Banga:low, and, with Bren. Walker and 
Strongman, they met the Ba~ f<?lk at 2,3<?, when 
it was decided to ask t,he d1stnct c~mmt!tee to 
fur.ttier canvas the tsolated members tn this part 
for their o.ssistance. Prospects are good so fi:ir. 
Rangalow will guarantee about 21/- p~r week, and 
Byron Bay 15/6. A )arge congregatt?D attended 
the in memoriam 15erv1ce at Bangalow tn the even
ing Sister Beckinsale being mueoh loved. The 
Oddfe\lows Qttended in regalia. "At even, ere the 
sun was set''--Olir sister's favorite hymn-was 
sung. Sister.Dyer sang. "Slet.'1> on, beloved," and 
the writer preached on Heb. 9: Zl• About 8o per
.sons were present.-W.A.S., Dec. n. 

the ,absence of PreSllden~ Vy. Morro\"., s1>0ke on 
t,ehalf 0J the Home Mi~1on Comnnttec. Bro. 
as. :Manning spoke on behalf of the Ohurch .Ex

lension Committee. Refrl'l<hmcnts were provided 
by ladies of the clmrch.-W. J. Taylor. 

GROTE-ST.-Bro. Thomas addressed the 
church both morning and evening to-day. TJie 
ballot taken to decide where the new building 
sltoufd be erectro resulted as fo\l01Ws :-228 favor 
building on present site; 37 fa_vor building in 
front of sch(?<Jl. Brethren. and _sisters, do not de
lay sending m your pronnse shps.-W.J.M., Dec. 

IS.BORDERTOWN.-The preacher's house is 
now out of t11e contractor's hands, and tJ1e prea
ch"' E. Edwards, has moved into it from his 
fo~er residecce. Last Wednesday a number of 
the members met at the house, and after the open
ing ceremony, which was conducted by _Sister E. 
W. Milne-, who is one of tlie few foun_dat1on mem
bers of the church here, 1!1e members 111specte~ the 
house and were entertamed by ·Bro. and Sister 
F..dwards. Mootings keeping up well at Border
town, the building being comf~rtably full_ at the 
Lord's day services. One received by faith nnd 
obedience yesterday.-E. P. Verco, Dec. 16. 

~ORTH CROYDO~.-Splendid meetings on 
~ember 8. In the morning H. J. ~01"sell pre
sided, and F. Plant exhorted. Our Bible Scl1<?0l 
had 1-1.3 scholars present. At the gospel service 
H. J. Horsell g:\\'<' a s.tirring address, "A. Great 
Race, and How to \Vin It." Good meet~ngs nt 
our Brotherhood. At fast Monday'_s· meet111g we 
had impromptu speeches and readings. At t~c 
C.F_ consecration evening ~e. had a splei.1d1d 
night; seven new members Jotncd the soci<:tY· 
Good meetings on -Decemher 15. In the mormng 
E. Bartlett presided, and T. J. Gore ex,hor-t.ed. 
Bible School, good att<'ndancc. Gospel,. SCTV\CC, 
H. J. Horsdl gave an excelknt address, .'.\fakmg 
Like ri1e Pattern." 

MURRA V BRJDGE.-Sincc last report one 
has hccn added by letter and fol!r for!"<;rly bap
tised two of these from the Scoville nusSJon, who 
have' handed in their cards. On Decei:11her 1, _we 
commt>nced a tent mission, S. G. Gnffiili hei!ig 
.with us. Attendances of the first week were ~1s
appointing, hut during the second week an 1111-
pro,·ement began, and to-day thz attCJ1dance. at 
the evening merting w{1s by far the. largest dunng 
bhe mission, and was very encouragmg. _Up ~o tl)e 
present one young n;ian has ~onfessecl tus £:nth 111 
Chri~t and was baptised to--mght.-J.T. f., Dec. 15. 

WALKERVTLLE.-At the conclusion of t!1e 
usual service for worship th:, morning a. spee1al. 
meetfog w:is held, at whioh it was unamn:iously 
decided to merge from the mission st~ge int'O .n 
church. Seventeen disci1>les have given their 
names as foundation members, and m'Ore are ex
pected. This movement is to he completed :ind 
members received into fellowship on Jan. 5, Just 
twdve monrhs from commencement of morning 
meetings, and eighteen from the beg-inning of the 
mi•sion. The ~ecretary would ~ glad to receive 
names of memhers moving to this dist'l'ict from 
time to time that he may i,tet into communication 
with them._:F.. D. Clark, ?.fugill-rd., N01'wood. 

YORK-The work of pa.intfog and repairing 
our ch11rcl1 property 1s just completed, and "?W 
our young women ,and young men arc pl:mmng 

ADEIJAIDE STUDENTS' TRAINING 
CLASS.-T•he annual demonstration was held 'in 
the Grote-st. chapel, on December II ; the audi
ence was ~he largest on record, the building being 
well filled. J. E. Thomas occupied the ohair, and 
led the audience in sfnging, "AU Hail the Power 
of Jesus' Name," af•ter which I. A. Paternoster 
led in prayer. T•he programme was then entered 
upon, the -items being interspersed by choruses by 
the students, who were led by R. 0. Mayman. 't. 
J. Gore gave his reP,Ort of satisf~ory work ac
complished by the shtd·ents, showmg an average 
attendance of fifteen for t-he year, and one exam
ination wifh a ~1igJ1 percentage. A Scripture reci
tation by B. W. Rivett was fo,llowed by ~n essay 
by H. Burdon, a reading by W. E. Mort,1mer, an 
oration by R. 0. Mayman, and an es~y by yv. G. 
Jarvis. Six of the students engaged m a discus
sion on ~he proposition, "That the influence of 
moving picture shows is injurious to character." 
The affirmo-tive was taken by L. A: Bowes, T. 
Glover, and T. W. Cooley; the negative by H. R. 
Covcmry, J. S. H. Feniis, W. Matthews. The 
judges' decision was gh·cn in favor of t•h<' nega
.tivc. 

New South Wales. 
~IARRJCKVILLE.-1.~ug~ me~ings t.o-day, e~

pe<"ially t,he gospc-1 service, 1t bemg Bro. Watts 
last Lord's clay with us. At t,he children's ser
vice 411 the afternoon we were pleased to see two 
of rhe scholar•s step forward at the. close o_f an 
ad,lress hy Bro. Wal'!. At the evenmg service a 
young lad also from rhe Bible School, came for
ward, Hr,i;, Watt's subject be_ing "Almost Per-· 
,ua:<lcd." At 4he usual IT!cetmg of tl1~ Dorcas 
Cla ~s i1cld on December 4, a pr!.'Sentauon of a 
handbag was made to Sister Watt as a token. of 
lnvc and esteem. Sister Watt ha.s bee1J super111-
te1Hlent of tihe Dorros Class for some hme. Bro. 
Rush nn<l family are expected to arrive on De_
cernber 21 but will not take up the work unhl 
January 5

1

• I1!tending visitors to Mar,~ickville 
dmrch arc advised that the new tram to Under
cliff" ,passes the chapel dQor.. L~ve th_e car _first 
sWp after crossing Hie Mamcky1lle Railway Sta
tion.-W.H.H., Dec. 8. 

BLACKHEATH.-For several Sundays tl!e 
few disciples at this place have met together m 
Rro Brown's house to commemorate the Sav
iou;'s death. After a meeting on Sunday last, it· 
was decided to meet together each Lord's day to 
b~ak bread. As no suitable place for meeting 
could be obtained, it was decided to meet at Bro. 
Brown's house. I might state that our brother is 
the eva11ge-lim for Belmore, and during his &lay 
up here on holidays l~e regularly h~ld the ~etting 
in his house, and wished for their conunuance. 

TY :\LGUM.:__Splendid roll-up of members on 
Sunday morning. Fifteen broke bread, and Bro. 
Fred. Brown began by giving his .first address. 
On Monday evening a gospel meeting was held, 
when the evangelist preached on Ghrisfs state
ment "Ye will not come to me that ye nught have 
life."' The builder, Bro. C. L Savill, has prom
ised to return and finish tbe chapel early m the 
n.ew year.-W.A.S., Dec. 12. 

W AGGA.-One oonfession at the close of the 
gospel servke last night. We have to thank J. F. 
A9lrwood for £2 towa'!'d our building.-A.B., 
Dec. 16. -

BROKEN HILL-Our evening services arc 
splendidly attended. Quite a number of our mem
bers •have been laid aside by sickness, but are on 
t,he way to -recovery. One sister is still very ill. 
Are glad to have w•th us for a :while Bro. Web
ber from Sydney, of whom we are making good 
use'. Our brother exhwted this morning. "Bro. 
Tuck went to Raiilwayto,wn, to take Bro. Jones' 
place, who has been ill. Sorry to lose Bro. 
Thomas, our Sunday School superintendent1 who 
is going back to Kadina, S.A: Would ~e.p1eased 
to know of any breth-ren or sisters connng to our 
city dudng the •holiooys.-R. J. House, Dec. 15. 

PETERSHAM.-Owfog to wet weather the 
lantern lecture by Bro. Payne on H.M. work was 
put off on Wednesday last. We had the plea~ure 
of receiving one 1oung brother, w~o ~ baptt_sed 
a fortnight ago, into our fellowship th~ mor~mg. 
We also had the pleasure of welcom1,ng Sister 
Newland from Ann-st., Brisbane, as a yisitor. 
Bro. Burns, of Tarce, gave a ~ry h~lpful addr~ss. 
W c arc to have a Christmas tree in connection 
with Lord's day School on D~ber 23 .. Open
air meetings on Lord's day evemng have proved 
very sucoessful so far.-T.I., Dec. 15. 

SYDNEY.-Goo<I meetings and splendid at
tendance to-day. Three received inl'O fellowship. 
Bro. Bagley gave_ ~ fine t>xh_ortation on. the morn
ing's lesson. V1srtors: Sister McMillan, from 
Windsor, Vic.; Sister Iris Day, Belmore; Bro. 
and Sister Gibbons, from Petersham; Bro. Reg. 
Arnott College of the Bible. At ~he con<:lusion 
of the 'gospel address on "Self Justification," one 
young man oame forward, and two others were 
baptised. On Saturday the young pN>ple of the 
church tffl<iered to Bren. L and F. Halmes a 

CoNtinued 011 taie 88o. 



Sisters' DepartmenL. 
VICTORIA. 

" Be not afraid. Remember God." 
Secretary, Miss Romet-sch, 59 St-Vincent-st. 

Albert Park. ' 

The Executive met in the Hait, Swanston-st:, 
on December 6th. 

The P~ident, MTS. Oiown, presided. 
Devotional was led by Mrs. Huntsman, who 

took for her Bible lesson, 1 Philippians. Prayer 
by Mirs. Ludbrook. 

Mrs. W. C. Thurgood gave a t-houghtful paper 
on Hospital Work, "Interesting Cases I Have 
Met." 

Apologies were received from Sisters Ma£tin, 
Smith, E. Pittman, Fischer. Loving sympathy 
was extended to Mrs. Ray in hct" 6evere illness; 
also to our aged Sister Mora-is in her bereave
ment. Mrs. Manifold will act as Vice-President 
until C.Onference, and Mrs. Thos. Hagger has 
kindly consented to write the essay. Mrs. W. H. 
Allen resigned. 

Miss J errems reported £103 collected for Home 
Mission Rally. The ConfCl"ence pl"0gramme has 
been left in the hands of tile •Executive Council. 

The next meeting will be held on February 1, 
when Mrs. C. H. :Martin will give a paper on 
Dorcas work. 

Additions from Bible Schoools.-Box Hill, 4; 
North Fitzroyt 2; Moreland, 2. 

Home Mission work is going on steadily; 31 
confessions at Castlemaine. 

During t~ montft a visit was made by the For
eign Mission Superintendent to the Mission Study 
Circle at Essendon. Several young men and wo
men meet at ~frs. VI. A. Kemp's.home to study 
S. K. Datta's book, "Ttie Desire of India,'' under 
the able leadeorship of Mrs. Manifold. 

A good attendance and fine programme marked 
the second anniversary of the Brighton Girls' 
Mission Band on Monday, December 2. T. B. 
Fischer gave a very interesting talk on India, and 
tilings he saw whilst there. M-r. and Mrs. Wat
ers each gave interesting talks.-H.C.L, Supt. 

The General Dorcas met on \Vednesday, No
.vembcr 20; 13 garments cut out and made; <lis
tributed 8 garments to four needy cases. 

Vf ednesday, December 18, will be t.he last meet
ing this yClilr. We ask the sistocs to make a 
special effort to be present, as several Ch.ristmas 
parcels are to be sent to the poor and needy.
L R. Martin, Supt. 

Hospital Visitat.ion.-Mrs. Tully has paid two 
visits to Eye and Ear Hospital; 18 books and 
papers distributed. Mrs. Cameron: Old Folks' 
Home and Alfred Hospitial-2 visits each; 65 
books given away; also dolls for tile children. 
Mrs. Thurgood: Melbourne and Women's Hos
pimls-z visits each; Hom=patliic, 1 visit; 90 
books and magazines distributed. Miss Pctchey: 
2 visits Alfred, and I visit to Homreopathic Hos
pitals; magazines, cakes and Jollies given away. 
Mn. Mo-rris has visited Queen Victoria, Mel
bourne, St. Vincent's and Children's Hospitals; 
home comforts, 30 books and illustrated papers 
'1istrib11tcd. Members of following churches vis
ited :-Asoot Vale, Berwick, Middle Park, Box 
Hill, Bendigo, Newmarket. Thanks are due to 
Sisters Robertson, Cousins, Chown, Pendlebury, 
and Mr. Moore, of Caulfield, for books and mag
azines.-E. C. Thurgood, Supt. 

The Temperance Commit-tee visited Murrum
beena in November. Tohcre was a good attend
ance. Ml"S. Lindsay presided and gave a help
ful talk on "Influence." Mrs. R. Thompson sang 
a solo, and Mrs. Manifold spoke on "Some Re
sults of the Liquor Traffic."-A. Manifold, Supt. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
The Executive met on December 5. The Prayer 

Meeting Committee had charge of the devotional 
exercises. Mrs. C. L Thurgood presided. • 

The business session was presided over by the 
Prl:$ident, Mrs. Mauger. 

Sunday School Additions.-Mile End, 1; North 
Adelaide, 1 ; Norwood, 3; Glenelg, 2; Grote-st., 
35. Total, 42. 

lbt ln.straliau ctbri.stiau 
Roll call of delegates.-24 responded. 
Collection, 17/4- • . 
Treasnrer's Report (Mrs. Bond).-Home Mis-

sion Receipts: 4/J/3; in hand, £3/6/3¼; tot~!, 
£7/9/6¼; Foreign Mission Receipts, £3/5/7¼; m 
hand, J.2/17/0¼; totad, J.6/2/8. General Fund: 
Collection, J.1/0/9; in hand, £7/15/7; rota\, £8 
16/4. Expenditure.-Home .Mission Committee, 
10/-; Foroign Mission Committee, 10/-; Mrs. 
Ewers for Home Mission mite boxes, 7/3; total, 
£1l7/3. Balance, £7/9/1. . 

Hospital Committee (November) .-Td1e sisters 
of the Hospital Committee have visited t-he v~r
ious institutions. Hospital, 17; Destitute, 2; Sick 
and Aged, 8; ,Convalescent Home, 5; Home for 
Incuorables, s; magazines, 223; also gifts of eggs, 
kuit, cakes, sweets, fish, jellies, and flowers, have 
been distributed to the patients. We than~ the 
sis.ters for their donation of J.2 to the Committee. 
(December).-Committee visited Adelaide Hos
pital, 13; Destitu,te, 22; Home for Incurables, 7 i 
Sick and Aged, 27; Convalescent Home, 4; l!lal!'a• 
zincs, 248; fruit, flowers, sweets, cakes, Jellies 
and fish. The Robert-st. Y.P. Endeavor held an 

· orange evening and sent 8 dozen, and the York 
Society sent a parcel of eggs to be distributed _to 
the innmtes of the Desti,t,ute, which we heartily 
,t,hank them for.-E. West, Asst. Supt. 

}~reign Missions.-On Tuesday, November 12, 
•the box containing the garments for tihe lepers 
was packed and sent by the P & 0. mail steamer 
leaving Adelaide on November 21. Its destina
tion was -tne Leper Asylum, superintended by 
J\Iiss Hatch, in the Madras Presidency, and we 
hope the box may reach there in time for Christ
mas. A short but fotere9ting letter has been r12-
ceived from Sister Tilley, of Baramati. We re
gret to •hear that Bro. Goodwin has to return to 
Australia, from Oba, on acoount of ill-health, and 
trust ~,hat he may soon be restored. We are 
pleased t-hat T. B. Fischer has safely returned 
from his visit to India, and to note wha,t pleasure 
his visit gave to t-he missionaries. We feel sure 
that much good must result from the visit of one 
who has such a keen interest in Foreign Mission 
work, and who is so well qualified to put the 
knowledge gained to practical account. During 
the momh 18 mite boxes have been sent to chur
ches in ~he country. T1hree dozen more mite 
box<'s have been made and given us by a kindly 
donor. T·he amounts are as follows :-Grote-st. 
mite box, 8/9; Sister from Mallala, 9/-; U nley, 
£1/7/4; York, 5/4; Grote-st., 4/6; Norwod, u/-; 
Queenstown, 9/10; total, £3/15/9.-C. Norman, 
Supt. 

Imcresting letters were read from Mrs. Filmer 
and J\frs. Goodwin, by Mrs. P. A. Dickson; and 
from llliss Tilley by Miss Norman. 

Home Mission Amounts :-Onley, £1/17/5; 
Norwood, 2/-; Grote-st., 2/4; total, J.2/1/9. 

Leader for next devotional meet.ing in Febru
ary, Miss Norman. 

Proposed and seconded that £3 be given to the 
Hospital Committee for Christmas cheer. 

Miss Evans, of the Norwood church, was elect
ed on the Prayer Meeting Committee in the place 
of Mrs. Fischer, who wis-hed to be {elieved. 

There will be no meeting in January. Res(tme 
t·he first Thursday in February, 1913. • 

At the close of t'he meeting t,he President wish
ed the sisters a Happy Ohristmas and a Pros
perous New Ycair.-A. E. Manning, Sec., North 
Parade, Torrensville. 

Obituary. 
, GARDINER-Mrs. Betsy Gardiner, wife of 
the late John Ga.rdiner, of Melbourne, was called 
home on Tihursday, November 27. She had reach
ed the good age of 76, and died trusting in her 
Saviour. She united with the church at Lygon
st., Carlton, many years ago, where she broug,ht 
i-p a large family. Five of her children survive 
her: Mrs. J\Iul"ray Little, Mrs. A. C. Campbell, 
Mrs. P. A. Ohlson and Mr. John Gardiner of 
West Australia, and Andrew Gardiner of Meil
bourne. "Asleep in Jesus."-W.B.B., P~rth,W.A. 

_FORDHAM.-On November 29, Sister Miss 
Lily Fordham was called from our midst after a 
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Books to Give to Your 
Friends. 

Blue Orass and Wattle, by .M.A. Bayne. 
A story of a young Australian in his search 

after truth. Beautifully bound and handsomely 
illustrated. Post free, 4/3. 

Crestlands: The Oreat Centennial 
Story. 

It is full of the spirit of the times that pro
duced the Campbells and other _pioneers. Beauti
fully bound and handsomely illustrated. Post 
free, 4/J. 

Errett's Evenings with the Bible. 
Three Volumes. Post free, 13/-. 

The Church of Christ, by a Layman 
Post Free, 4/-. ~ 

Rotherham's Studies in the Psalms. 
Post free, 10/u. • 

Bolenge: A Story of the Congo. 
Post free, 3/-. 
Jubilee History of the Churches of 

Christ in Australasia. 
Profusely mustrated and handsomely bound. 

7 /6. Carrfage additional 

McOarvey's Commentary on Acts. 
N cw Edition. Post free, 6/6. 

The Teacher's Bible. 
A library in itself. Post free, 8/-. 
The Australian Christian for 191J. 
Would make a splendid present to friends likely 

to be interested in our movement. Post free for 
the year, 7(-. 

Send for full Catalogue to 

THE AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO., 

SZ8, 530 Elizabeth•st., Melbourne. 

CHURCHES OF GHRIST .ALMANAC 
1913. 

Beautifully illustrated with a large central pic
ture, "Towards a Better Coun1ry" and six 
smaller pictures illustrative of the lif: of Christ. 

Suggested Readings and Hymns for the year. 

Price, 2d., post free. 

AUSTRAL PUBIJSHING CO., 

528, 530 Elizabeth-st., Mclbourne. 

----------------·-
SILVER STAR 
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elcs' illness.· Our late sister had J>een a 
few be f dte ohurch almost four yeaM. She had 
ment ero ht up in the church and Bible School, 
been ~i~ through the school and Bible Class, 
and tas a teacher for two years. She wa·s aJ.so 
J,ad e:r of the C.E. Society and choir. An ~c
a_ mem iet and unobtrusive, valuable and oons1s-t
uve, qu ker in every department; one who was 
ent dhy those who knew her, and whose pres
love nd aotivities will be missed. A memorial 
ence. a was held on Sunday, December 8, when 
servicHutson preached on "The Bdessed Dead." Jfe· chapel was suitably draped by the ~oung peo-
l We all -sincerely pray bhat Goq will comfort 

gee; sorrowing pQVr~nts and relattves.-H.V.G., 
Nort-h Melbourne, 1c. 

AH CHING.-At his home, in one of Wedd&-
n's fairest ,spots, alone and unattend-ed, our t~~- Willie Ah Ching answered to the home-call. 

We laid ,his body to rest on Saturday, Nov. 30. 
Bro Ah Ching was about 55 years of age, some 
of ~hiC'h had b~en spent in Vy e~derburn. During 
the Harward-PtJttman ,tent m1ss1011 s-ome ten years 
,ago,, our brother _unit.ed with_ the cl~urclt, and his 
consistent life, smce t-hat time, might we!ll put 
some of his more favored b_rethre~ to shame. 
Though it meant a seven or _eight mile walk, yet 
he was not remiss in his attendance at tihe Lord's 
day morning meetings. The townspeople spoke 
of him as "a white man," and his brettiren held 
in high es-reem his genial disposition, high integ
rity,..and intelli~ent grasp of ,t>l1e truth. We were 
pr_ouo to oall _,111m b.rother.-J.W.M., Wedderburn, 
Vic. . 

BECKINSALE.-The angel tnat giveth sleep 
has visited ttie little churoh at Bangalow and has 
taken from us our dear Sister Mrs. Hannah Beck
ins.:le. Born in Vv ales in 1856, our late sis-ter be
gan her Christian [He 17 years later, uniting with 
the Baptists. Her promotion came on Thursday, 
November 28, 1912. Thus for nearly 50 ye~rs her 
life was hid with Quist in God. She met with ttie 
Disciples of Christ since her family moved to 
Bangalow. Her Hfe was of that sweet_ character 
"1tich is the fruit· of many yeacs of fa1tMul ser
vice. Loved and honored by all, our sister hel_p~ 
others when ill herself. She was a mother sohc1t
ous for the spiritual weilfare of her family, and, 
if unable herself to attend the Lord's day ser
vices would endeavor to be represented there by 
som: members of her family. Her last week was 
one of much suffering, but her end was peace, 
twelve hours of sweet rest preceding her falling 
asleep In her album was found the following 
verse," treasured for many years, the ink havfog 
almost completely faded off. The words were 
most appropriate to herself:-
" Her sufferings ended with the day, yet lived she 

at its close, 
And breathed t,he long, long night away, in statue

like repose. 
But when the sun in all his state lit up the East

ern skies., 
She passed through morning's glory gate, and 

walked in Paradise." 
Bro. Stevens and die w!'iter conducted t-he serv.ice 
at the grave side.-W. A. Strongman, Bangalow, 
N.S.W. 

Church of Christ, Hampton. 
Meet~ in the Hampton Hall, Hampton-st., just 

through railway gates. Morning at I I ; evenin1 
at 7; Sunday School at 3 p.m. Brethren visitin1 
th'! district will be most cordially welcome.
J, H. Tinkler, Secretary. 
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J:R: ~- Jd11 ]\I]\II ]\I G 
Licensed VaJuator, Land Broker, 

Estate Agent and Sharebroker, 

H-JtS REJVrOllED 
To National Mutual Buildings, 

King William St,, Adelaide. 
I 

ORDER your next 1ult from 

A. J. HARRIS, 
Practical Tailor, 

290 CHAPEL ST., PRAHRAN. 
PSRJIISCT PIT, ·s.u, hom 811ST woa• ! IOI· ., 

OIi RINlpt of a Poat Card, Caatomen 1u lie walled n r.r 
. order,. 

LA9111' TAILOltlNO a s,eclalty. A Trlal SollcNe4, 

Katoomba, Blue Mountains, N.S.W. 
Superior accommodation at Glenfruin, Cascade

st. Splendid view; also near sights.-Misaea 
Tewksbury. 

Terms, 25/- to 30/- per week. 

Deafness and Head Nolaea relined bJ 
uslnc 

WILSON'S 
COMMON SENSE EAR DRUIS 
Invisible, eomforlahle. Thousand• I■ 

use, giving perfect aatlstaetlon. 
Book sent Free to the Deaf. Write to 

Star Novelty Co 1 '5th!~\:'.~~on 
uq COLLINS ST .. MELBOURNE 

BOARD AND RESIDENCE .. 
Good accommodation at Brookdale, Emerald 

Fern gullies, bath, piano, beautiful scenery. 
Charges moderate. Mrs. D. Charman, Emerald. 

&■KOY.&. L. Phone 8937 

W. J. AIRD, 
:.-:,~m::ddo~::.:°C:.~ ~ptfCfan, 
leu preml- la 

Equitable Bulldlnle, 
4tb Ploor, 

'" ColllH SlrHI, Met•oune. 
Sldlhal 1lrlu 1 .. t1■1 • apeel■kf, 

When Requlrinz a Chanzo of Air 
It can be had by goin1 to Mrs. Griffiths, Mount 

Lo1a11, Katoomba-st., Katoomba, N.S.W. 
•- • Terms Moderate. 

THE CHRISTIAN LESSON COMME-N•'IARY 
for 1913. 

A religious study of Genesis and the .,..:ginnings 
of Jewish His-tpry, for ~he use of tei, .:hers. and 
advanced scholars. 

Notes on the foternaitional .Uniform Lessons 
for 1913. 

Post Free, Commonwealth, 4/4. 
. Post Free, New Zealand, 4/8._. 
Only a Limited Supply on Hand. 

AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO. LTD., 
528, 530 Eliziabeth-st., Melbourne. 

A Post Card to address 
below wlll entitle you to 
a FREE SAMPLE. . LOYAL TEA Just what you're 

wanllog, . 
A CHANGE OF TEA. 

(The Quality) 
TEA MERCHANTS, Reynolds Bros., PROSPECT, 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

In Each Packet we offer Prizes as au Inducement to Customers (something to beautify the home). 

Storekeepers as Agents_ wanted everywhere. 

IC WOODLANDS,'' 
OTerlooltlDC tbe IUT..-. 

879 

sa, ■0■'1'8 QV&T, .......... 
FIRST-CLASS 

PRIVATE BOARD AND RESIDENCE 
YRS, NIULISN. 

Calvary's 
Praises 

COMPLETE EDITION 

Limp Cover, 1/-; po~ted, 1/3 
Cloth Cover, 1/6; posted, 1/9 

.llustral Publishing Co,, 
528 530 Elizabe1h St. 

Melbourne. 

THE TEACHER'S BIBLE 
A L.lBR-ARY IN ITSELF: 

Poat Free, 8/-. Austral Publishing Co 

BOARD AND RESIDENCE. 
"Lyndon House," 6 Murcay-st., Prahr-an. Fur

nis-hed rooms -to let; meals optional. Every con
venience. Healthy locality. Close to Chapel-5-t., 
train and tram. 

Bibles & Testaments 
A LARCE SELECTION 

Send us a description of the 
kind you want and about 
the price you wish to pay, 
and we will give satisfaction. 

AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO., 

528, 530 Elizabeth-st. Melbourne. 

ctbristian. 
PVaLtaHaD ··••LT AT 

l•1tor & Muaaer, P'. 0. DUNN. 

All c;ommunications should be addressed to th, 
AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO., !'U!. 530 Eliz
abeth-at., Melbourne. 

All Cheques, Mon~ Order1, etc.. mould be 
made payable to F. G. DUNN. • 

TERMS.-In Austraiian Commonwealth, Two 
C<>pies or more to one address, or Single Sub
•rr1ption posted Fortnightly, 6/-. In New Zea
land,OFour Copies or more to one address or 
Single Subscriber posted Monthly, or Two Sub
scribers posted Fortni1htly, 6/-. Sin1le Con 
posted Weekly to an, oart of the world, 7/-. 

TERMS FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
B~rths, Deaths, Marriage!, and In Memoriam 

Nollces: 2/-. 
Coming_ ~vents: 16 words, 6d., and 6d. for 

every add111onal twelve words and under 
Ol'her Advertisements (not displayed): 24 

words, I/-, and 6d. for every additional twelve 
words and under. 

Special Quotations for Adverti1ements for a , ... 
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From the Field-c°"""""· 
launch picn.ic on the 1 larl:tor. Both have done ex
C't"llent_ work hert', and we_ arc sorry to lose ~hem, 
~~o S1_ster Mc Roberts. 1 hey all nre returning to 

1ct~>r1a by the end of the year. T11e Young 
Men_s Improvement Cfass are holding a social 
evenmg on December 16, ,the \Vomen's Bible Class 
and the church officers being invi.ted, to br.ing to a 
close the work of the ltnprovement Class for 1912. 
-J.C. • 

CHI~ESE MISSION, SYDNEY.-We have 
be~n called upon t? part w:ith Bro. James Yo,v, he 
be111g called· up higher .. Bro. Yow was ooptised 
about fo~r months ago. He took ill, and was in 
the hospital about d1ree weeks, when he died. 
Br~. }rune and several teachers of the missioo 
visited :him. His last testimony was that he was 
happy 111 Jesus, though he was in gr~t bodiily 
pam. News CO!nC'S from Ohina of Bro. Djun 
Lock (bet,tt>r knoW111 to the brethren as Ab Lock 
~aptised w.ith B~o .. Jame by Ilro. Dickson; early 
If! the Syd1~y mission). Hearfog of t·he death of 
Ins two cl11ldrcn, he returned to China. \Vhcn 
i1ome only a fe~• months i1e himsdf also !)llSSt'd 
away.-E. J. Pnddcth. 

PADDINGTON.-T•he annual 90hool picnic 
took place yesterday. Rain caused a financial de
ficit to· ri1is event, hut a very happy day was 
spent. The Baptist Band were engaged, and ren
dered a_ fii)C programme 0£ sacr~d music. Every 
~htld received <1 toy, and nothmg was wanting 
m th~ arra,1~nents. Walter Fox spoke this 
morning, whrlst Bro. Burns, from. Taree, deliv
ered tl1e gospel address. Our evangelist presided 
over both sen-ices. Ilro. Buorns' gospel S'Olo was 
"Jesus Every Day.the Same." Sickness continues 
in ~1e home of Bro. Franklyn-his mori1er is now 
se[1iously ill. We sorrow wtith our Bro. Hubbard 

"' who bas j~ Tollt bis mother.:__S.G.G., Dec. 15. ' 
MOSMAN.-The annua'l picnic of lttc Bible 

School was held on Saturday, December 8, at Bal
n10ral 'Beach. . rt·was a beautiful day, and every
one had a ve-ry happy time. The sport6' commit
tee did good work in promoting several races and 
nove1ty competitions. This morning Sister Len.· 
Gole, of Brrisoone, was wi.th us, and E. Gole gave 
a helpful address on " Our PosseiSlows or tbe 
Lord's?" C-ecil Hall proclaimed the glad tidings 
in t'he evening, his subject· being "Ti1e Great 
Teacher." Bro. Hall's series of addresses at the 
mid-week pray« meetings on qifferent phases of 
tbe Apostle Paul's life arc very interesting and 
instructive. We are glad to have fellowship 
again with Bro. Bert. Oldfield, who is spending 
his ·vacation from the C:Ollegc of the Bible with 
his home folks.-S.G., Dec. 15. 

MARRfCKVILLE.-The. farewell meeting to 
Bro. and Sister Watt on December n was, as far 
as the attendance is concerned, spoiled by a severe 
thundersrorm. However, we were pleased to see 
a number'of visiting bfedircri jnd a large number 
of looal members present. Farewell speeches were 
made by T. Walker, on behalf of Bible School, 
Dorca~ <;:l~ss and Junior C.E.; Br?. Taylor for 
the 1 ram.mg Class; Bro. McEwm~ for the 
church, and A. E.-Tllingworth as President of the 
Conference. Bro. Taylor made a presentation of 
a suit case on behalf of the Class, and Bro. Mc
Ewing a purse of sovereigns. from t'he church. 
The Dorcas Class had already presented to Sister 

. Vvatt a ha'lld-bag. T•he speakers conveyed the 
best wishes of all cqncerned to Bro. and- Sister 
Watt for the future. During the meet-ing the 
choir san~ several anthems, and at the close the 
congregation stood and sang 494 in Sankey's. The 
usual cup of tea wa~ provided.-W.H.H., Dec. 16. 

:.J 

Victoria. 
SHEPPARTON.-Good meeting this morning. 

Bro. Hunt present. Splendid meeting at nigi,t, 
wi1en Bro. CHpstonc spoke to a full building on 
" Not for from vhe kingdom." A,t the close two 
made 4hc good confes!cion.-F. A. Knight, Ik-c. 8. 

COSGROVE.-Last Lord's day, Bro. and Si«er 
Gilletpie and Bro. Knight, of Shepparton, met 

f 

~bi instralian «bri.stiau 
with us. Bro. Clipstone held an in memoriam ser
vice for Bro. Black, scnr., who fell asleep last 
Lord"s day a.t J1is home in Eyres Peninsula. Tbe 
deceased brother met with us for many years, and 
only recently went lo reside in S011th Australia. 
He was a man of ,sterling qualities, and very high
ly respeoled by all. T,1ere was a fine gathering, 
and Bro. Clipstonc took for his text, "W·ha.t is 
your tifc ?" His message was powerful, and full 
of sympai~1y for the bereaved ones.-J.C.S., Dec. 9. 

HORSHAM.-TJ1e young woman who was re
cently baptised was received into fellowship with 
t-he Polkemmett church yesterday. Good gather
ing at tq1e gospel service in the afternoon. We had 
fhe fellowship of B-r.en. Knipe, of Jeparit, and Mc
uillum, of Ascot Vale. Bro. McCallum delivered 
a very helpful exhortation to tJ1e church ait Hor
sham in t4,e morning. Good meeting at night; J1'0 

confessions. We are IO'Oking forwa,rd to our mis-
sion.-F. J. Goodwin. • 

YAl\DO.-To-day J. Hogar-t.l1, of Barker's 
Creek, broke bread with us, and gave a very help
ful talk on "Rising to Our Respons-ibilities." We 
expect B-ro: Hogger in the distr-ict before the close 
of the year, when we hope to get the scattered 
bre.thre11 111 the district together wi~h a view to 
organising and planning for regular meetings in 
Boort, whid1 ~s more central. The few member6 
at Yando, who up to the present have met regu
larly at tJ,e J1ouse of J. Stayner, have decided to 
co-operate, and eventually we hope to erect a 
chapel. \¥ith this end in view we have just secur
ed a block of land for £70, with 50 feet frontage 
to a business street, and in a most central position, 

. and look forward to great things for the ·Master 
in this place.-S.G.L, Dec. 8. , 

CASTLEMAINE.-T·he mission ·has come to 
a close. Splendid work has been done. Forty 
confessions were made. To-day we have had 
glorious meetings. This morning Bro. Hagger 
exhorted .to a good congregation. Two were re
ceived into fellowship. We i1eld a Bible School 
rally in the tent this afternoon. It resulted in 
about 14 joining 4,he Bible Class, besides scholars 
to the· school. To-night Bro. Hagger gave a 
splendid address to a crowded meet-ing, about 6oo 
being present. His theme; "God"s Call and Man's 
Refusal," was greatly appreciated. Six made the 
good confession. Twenty-five !1ave been received 
into fellows,hip, but more are yet to be rect>ived. 
The splend~d sum of about £19 is to be forwarded 
to ·the Home Mission Fund as a thankoffering. 
-May Kirl~man, Dec. 15. 

PRAHRAK-The week of meetings in con
nection with the diamond jubilee of t-he church 
here, and of tlhe founding of rhe cause in Victoria 
was a splendid success. T,he folluwing were th: 
spe.1;k~rs: H. Kingsbury, M. MeLellan, W. C. 
Cra.igie, M. W. Green, J. W. Marrows, R. Lyall, 
J. W. Baker, J. Mudfor<l, F. G. Dunn, H. E. 
Knott, R. C. Edwards, A. C. Rankine, W. D. 
More, J. Prootor, Jos. Pittman, T. M. Davis, Jas. 
Sharp, W. Meyers, B. J. Kemp, und C. A. Quick. 
T•he combined choir did splendidly undeor the 
leadership -0f Bro. Hkkling, and Sister Murphy 
was all that was required as organist. We have 
to thank many who look part, and rallied so well 
from many churches, isome even coming from be
yond the State. llro. and Sister· Davidson were 
with us from Wiagga, and others. Golden thank
offering, for the reduction of debt on buildings, 
after so many years. Any old member or others 
who would care to send offering £or same may 
send same to W. H. •Downing, 92 Ohapel-st' and 
it will be thankfully ack1JOW!edged.-P. J. P~~d. 

COLA<;:.-Good meetings ~II last _Lord's day. 
One baptism at close of eve11111g ~erv1ce, a young 
lady who made the good confession the previous 
week. Bro. Chandler spoke to a good audience on 

. "Almost a Ghristian." Visitors: Sisters Herring, 
H~sse and <laughter, . from Ilirregurra. Sun-
shme Park and Tenms • Cour,t was opened last 
Saturday afternoon. T•he official opening was 
J>erformed by Mr. Walter Sellwood, J.P., who 
hoped the Park and tennrs court would be a boon 
to the young people of the town. Ice creain 
drinks, te-.i, and dainty eatables, were handed 
round by the ladies, and highly appreciated. The 
Federal Band1 leader Mr. John Nelson rendered 
selections dunni the afternoon. A tea~ of Colac 
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Tennis, Cluh • played the opening game.-E. J. 
Sheldrick, Dec. 16. 

HAWTIIORN.-On Wl·tlnesclay evening, Dec:. 
11, Mr. John Urquhart acldressl"d a good gath
ering on " Signs of the Times and the Second 
Coming of Ghrist." The address was much en
joyed. On Saturday last Bro. Campbell Eclwards 
openecl the sale of giftJS in aid of the new hall 
The proceeds will total neairly £50. The hall wa~ 
much odmired. Our meetings were good yester
day.-A. C. Rankine, Dec. 15. 

ST A WELL.-About 70 present ·on Sunday 
evening. At the morning meeting we had present 
Rro. and Sister Watson, fa,t.her and sis1er of H 
Watson, of Diksal, India, where ther !1ave re-'. 
cently been staying. Tihey are t-0 tel us of the 
work there on some convenient evening. The 
Bible Class js growing in numbers and interest. 
There arc now 14 names on the roll.-A.P.A.B .. 
Dec. 13. 

MELBOURNE (Swanston-st.).-We had ·a 
splendid day on Sunrlay. Good meeting in the 
morning. Bro. Dunn gave a very fine address on 
" Wilne5sing for Chrh-t." Bright Bible Sc'1ool 
gathering in the afternoon, 50 being in Bro. Al
len's class. We took a Christmas offering for the 
Melbourne Childrqi's City Mi9Sion. This we 
hope, will ,help some of the poor children of i.Iel
bourne to spend a happy Ghristmas. In tbe even
ing we ·had a special Christmas service. and a 
crowded meeting. The choir, under Bro. Tippett 
had prepared some appropriate music for the oc~ 
casion, and Tendered ,it splendidly. Among the 
pieces given .were, "And the Glory of the Loni," 
"T,he Hallelujah Choi-us," and a solo, "Come un
to Me," by Sister Mrs. Hocking. Bro. Allen's ad
dress on "The Glory of Israel" was listened to 
most attentively by the large audience. .Alto
gether we bad a most helpful day.-L 

FAIRFIELD PARK-Meetings both morning 
and evening continue good, Hubert Edwards for 
1he p1st three Sunday evenings occupying the 
platform. Bro. Bennett having a rest, commencing 
agai~ to-night. -Good feeling all through dte 
meetmgs. Good many str-angers. Looking for 
results.-A.McG. 

XORTHCOTE.-Splendid attendances at all 
our _meeti_ngs on Lord's day, Decembc-r 15._ One 
reee1ved 111 by letter. Our officers have decided 
to post t,he "A11stralian Christian'! to our isolated 
members, so as to keep them in touch with our 
work. Every family in our church has taken the 
church almanac for 1913. 

SW AN HILL-" favorite Hymns ancl Tncir 
Authors" was Bro. Oram's suhjeot lasit night, aa
nounced a·s a ·hymn service. Many interesting 
fads were mentioned in connection with the writ
mg of some of those beautiful hymns, and a 
stro\1~ appeal made to come to him whose loving 
sacrifice on th'!! cross has hcen tfie inspiration for 
countless numbers of such songs. A young woman 
made. the good confession. One received in thie 
111or11111g who tnade ,1>!1e confession t•he previous 
Suf!day, and wa·s baptised the same hour .. Sister 
Snnth, from ·Colac, who has a position here, wa.s 
~ve!comed. _.Sister Mary .Smith, from Bendigo, is 
m the pubhc •hospital. \Ve pray for her speedy 
recovery.-W.G.O. 

XORTH MELBOURNE.-Grffltly improved 
aHt>ndance at the gospel meet·ings t~1e last two 
?unda1s. Three received by letter. We had vis
itor~ m Bro. Jennings, Auckla11d, N.Z.: Sist~ 
Collins, Auburn, N.S.W. Sisters held thetr 
prayer meeting on Thursday las1, and decided to 
go into recess till Febru.ary.-H.V.G. 

CHELTENHAM.-T~1e Y.P.S.C.E. closNI this 
year's work w,foh a social cup of coffee, and in
vited t.he Juniors, spending a ple.asont cvcnm,, 
The Cheltenham church sends greetings to all 
past and present friends, a.nd wishes the brother· 
hood a, yeai:_ of great spiritual prosperity during 
1913.-f.B.I•. 

NORTH FITZROY.-Sple~did meetings bodl 
morning and evening. At die close of a masterly 
address by Bro. Baker, one made the good c:on· 
fession. Our Junior Endeavor Society is in a 
flourishing condition. They won the banner !or 
the lar1est memberlhip in the Oiftoo Hill t.1DJOD 



(2()0). Foreign :hfission one penny per week col
leetion amounted to o".er f8 for t,he quarter.-
A J.H., Dec. 15. • 

'nRIGHTON.-Half-yearly meeting of the con
gregation was held last week. All departments of 
church work show steady growth. • Tobe church 
extended a unanimous call to Bro. Manifuld for 
another term. Two additions, a husband and 
wife, at la!rt nig,ht's gospel service. 

CARLTON (Lygon-st.).-Tihree great services 
on Lord's day. Over 300 present at the breaking 
of bread. Eigl1t received by letter, one of these 
being from the Baptist Church, Glasgow. T. W. 
Smith was tihe speaker for the morning, giving a 
very- fine address. Large attendance at the Bible 
School. 1:here were 167 ~eported present in the 
Century B1bie Class. At mght Horace Kingsbury 
delivered a powerful di~course to a packed meet
ing, taking for bis subject "Be sure your sin will 
find you out." The election of officers for t,he 
ensuing twelve months has just taken place, with 
the result that all '1ave been re-elected, and in 
addition three i1elps have been appointed.-J.McC. 

PRESTON.-Good mee'li-ng in the morning. 
Bro. Page exihorted. Two received ill'to fellow
s,mp by letter. Bro. Hall preached to an attentive 
audience in the evening. One sister, the mother 
of a family in the churc-h, made the good oonfes
!ion.--G.A.D. 

HORSHAM.---Good meetings .at Polkemmett 
yesterday. Nice meetings at Horsham ·an day. 
Bro. Millar gave a fine exhortation in the morn
ing. At the conclusion of the gospel service in 
the evening there was one confession.-F. J. 
Goodwin. 

. EMERALD.-Dudng the past month things 
have been moving along nicely. For several Sun
days our meetings were s~}l owing to the roug,h 
weather. Last Lord's day saw finer weather and 
larger meetings. One young lady made the good 
confession -last Sunday evening, Bro. Alcorn be
ing the preadier.-L.C.McC .. Dec. 17. 

GEELONG.-To wind up t.he year's work the 
Young Ladies' Qub held a motor-launch excur
sion on ri1e B-arwon River last Saturday" evening, 
a most enjoyable t-ime being spent. The kinder
garten class were also given a social by the supt., 
M.iss Fanny Alford, and a very happy time was 
spent by the little on.es. T•he la-st relic oi the early 
days of the clmrcli here, the site of the chapel in 
Hope-st., was disposed of last week.· T•he chapel 
itself was bought some time ago by the Method
is,ts and shifted to Nort•h Geelong, and on Satur
day last the ground was put up by auct_ion, and 
brought a very satisfactory amount. Smee last 
report there has been one more confessiof!, wihich 
makcs,95 so far this year, a_nd we are hopmg that 
ere this yeac closes we will be able to report 
100 confessions for 1912.-E.B. 

PAKENHAM.-Good meetings on Sunday, 
when we were. pleased to have with us Bro. an,d 
Sister Robert Lyall and <laug~ter. Bro. LyaU s 
words of counsel and exhortation ~ere much aI?
prcciated. iBro. Wakefield,-of the _Bible College, is 
preaching here during the vacat1on.-H.R., Dec. 
16. 

j Here ~nd There r 
t, -

• t) 

Bro. D. R. Hall, M.L.C., of Sy_<lney, is making a 
good recovery from his operation. 

Oias. Watt left Sydney fo,~ Auckt11;!1<l on Sat-
urday, Docember 14, by the ~alw,1: • _ 

The t•hankofkring in connt!ctlon with the Cas-
tlemaine (Vic.) mission ~otal~ a~ut £19. . .. 

G. llurns, of T.iree, with Jus w1[e and cluld, 1s 
spending a holiday in Sydney. • 

lbe instraliait (t hristian 
881 

• Early i_n the new year we expect some descri - d A 
h~e articles on India from the pen of T t n,1a e. nd for a chJtrch to with-hold 'contribu-
F1schcr. • • tt~ns on su~h a ground does not punish the Com-

\ 
T~1c address of A. E. Forbes ev~ngelist of the ~ttee for its blunders, but hinders the spread of 

'.lh1011 c-hurch, Brisbane, is no~ Wh1'tecl1'ffe Es- • e lause and prevents the preadiing of the 
t t S d d s1mp e gos~el to some perishing souls. Sure! 
a e, au gate-r ., Albion. such ,a

1
n action cannot be gti~ltless in !!he sight o1 

The subject of Christian unity is much discuss- our .v aster. 
ed to~day, but only rarely is tihe New Testament H. F. Phillippi writes from Zionsville Indiana 
turned to when the basis of such unity is being under da1e Nov. 5 as follows. "w ' h ' 
s01.1ght. - • W ,. • • e are orne 

agam. e uad a fine trip almost all the way and 
.H. G. r.fo~ward closes •his work in New Zealand ·!•hank God for hfa protecting care during' our 

with a m1ss1on at Kaitangata, after which he will Journey. We $'ot to the Convention•for one da 
take up ·his work in New South Wales as State I am not workmg with Dr. Scoville now, but wfli 
evangelist. , . take up churoh work. 1 Cor. 15: ,58. Kind re-

st d t f I • c 11 f gards to all I know." u en s o t 1e o ege o rhe Bible are asked 
to send in their ,repor,ts as soon as possible to W. . The 

11
Brilisl1 Weekly reviews a recent book en

c. Swan at Berwick, Vic., for the v,acation issue ·title~ ,. The Day that Changed, the World." It 
of t,he B.C. Magazfoe. .s~ys • The anony~ous author of this book has 
. The next issue o~ the "Christian" wrll be pub- hit on .a remark~bl~ idea. He describes the events 

hshed on the t4th m~t. If items of church news of a srngle day III London-a day of divine won-
are s·lmt out iit: will be because we have gone to ~ers. 'I;or 0 !1e da_y those who betieved in God 
press too early for them to appe.u-. hved as if their belief was true, and the result o( 

·that one day changed the face of the world.'" 
The ,tent m1ssion at Castlemaine (Vic.) closed A 

on Sunday night last with 41 confessions. Twen- . . Mr. <=;aims; formerly Presbyterian home 
ty-five of these ·have so far been received into fel- tUISSl'Onary 111 •the Lameroo district, was baptised 
lowship. There were great meetings all day. by D. /., Ewers on December 6, and received into 

T•he Ba"tists of Australia 1·11tc11d start1'ng a the ~de End c~urc~ on the f?llowing Lord's day. 
., ~h1le engaged m his work this young man fell in 

publishing ·house of their own. A, oompany is to with D. Hammond and other brethren wdio lent 
be formed called "The Australian Baptist Pub- ihim "OJl the Rock," and had several ial~, with 
lishing House." Its capital is to consist of 5000 •the_ re~u:lt that being u_nable to_ conscientiously re
shares of £1 each. mam 111 the Presbyterian service he resigned and 

The various Unions have agreed to suppor,t one was baf!lised. J.t is his. de~ire, after adequate 
paper, which is to be called the A 11stra/ia11 Bap- prcparatl'on, to de,10te 111s hfe to the advooacy 
tist, and which is to be regarded as the official of the primitive gosepl. . 
organ •Of the Commonwealth, .ind have fur.ther - • 911 Tuesday evening, December 10, Miss Jeannie 
agreed "that no other paper of similar character Dickens was ,honored by the Sunday Sc-hoot 
is to be sanctioned or recognised." teachers; t•he members of the choir, an<I others of 

J\. R. Main's articles on" Baptism," which-have the Lygon-st. c-hurch, Carlton. A social was held 
been appearing in :the "Christian," will be publish- in her honor on t·he eve of her departure for a 
ed in book form early in January. Tille price will holiday in Nelson, New Zealand. Kind wo£ds 
be 6d. per copy, or post f.ree, 7d. Twelve copies were spoken, and a fir.st-class return tick.et and 
will be supplied post free for 6/-. a purse of sovereigns were presented as tangible 

The young men in camp at Cheltenham will be expressions of appreciation. l\'liss ·Dickens has 
pleased to welcome visitors during Chri~mas given her musical ta:lent cheerfully and unreserv
holidays. Box.ing Day (Dec. 26) has been set edly to the Lygon-st. churC'h and the Victorian 
apart as "Visitors' Day," when hot water and brotherhood for ma11y yeaTs past. We hope she 
milk will be prov,i<led by campers. will spend a pleasant and restful time in New 

Zealand, and soon return to ·her good work in 
Friends of A. B. Chappell will be glad to know Victoria. 

he had a splendid ~rip as far as ,Norfolk Island ------------------
en route to Oba, South'Seas. The sea trip enabled DEATH. 
him ,to overcome Hie effects of the sickness he 
suffered in N.S.W. prior to his departure. ARMSTRONG.-At "Leura," Chan<los-st., North 

Du-ring January the N.S.W. He1me Mission Ian- Sydney, William, beloved husband of Ellen Arm
tern lecture ,will be <nven by the Organising Sec- strong, and elde5t son of William Armstrong, of 

.,... C 1 Seville, Vic., aged 49 yea.rs; beloved brother of 
retary, a,s follows :--St-h, Rookwood; 1 it,h, an ey Mrs. Walter Oke and Lilly Armstrot""', of Seville, 
Vale· 15th, Paddington; 22nd, Sydney; 29rh, •0 

Pete~ham. • Dates in January have been offered Mrs. Charles NiohollS, Launce9ton, Tas., Harold 
to two other churches. Armstrong, Y.M.C.A., Sydney, and Walter ·Arm-

strong, Taree, Manning River, N.S.W. Gone to 
The brethren at Fairfield Park, Vic., desire it be with Christ, which is far better, leaving a lov

to be known that t<he Httle cripple girl, through ing wife and one son and two daughters to mourn 
the benevolence of ,the brethren in providing t~e their loss. 
necessary means for treatment by Dr. McKenme, 
ha'S so far ,recovered as to Le able to leave the hos
pital and return home to her parents. 

The Prahran brethren got out a very nice sou
venir in connection with the 6cll'h anniversary of 
the church in that place, and ti1e foun<lin~ of the 
cause in Victoria. It has pictures of the p1oneer6, 
and the first of our buildings in V:ictor.ia. Breth
ren desiring copies can i1ave same at 3cl. each. 
Apply A. E. Moody, 89 Wilson-st., Hawksburn. 

Bible School Union, Vic . ..:...Teac~ers' Conf~r
once t!1ird anniversary, to be held m the Chns
rian 'chapel Williamstown, on Monday, Jan. 27 
• (Foundatio~ Day). Prominent speakers, good~ 
pro~ramme. Tea will be provided at 9d. per head 
<lunng interval bet~en ~he ~fternoon and even
ing sessions. Ail mtercste<l III the work of our 
Bible School are particularly r!!qu~sted to keep 
this date freean<l come.-J. C.·1•. P1itman, Pr:es.; 
J. Y. _Potts, Sec. . 

IN MEMORIAM. 
StMPSON.-In fond and loving memory of my 

clear wife, who was called to her rest on Decem
ber 20, 1910. 

She served the dear Lord gladly 
White here on eart·h below; 

I miss her; oh, how sadly, 
None but He can kno.w. 

-Inserted by her sorrowing husband, W. Simp
son .. 

VICTORIAN MISSION .FUND. 
Churches-Horsham, £5; Co lac, £11/ 18/ 4; Stb. 

Melbo1~rne, £8; do., per Miss Mills, £1/13/3; As
l.'<>t Vale, {I« sister.;, £1/12/1; Swanston-st., per 
Miss Harns, +/7; per l\liss Ethel Kemp, £1/ 4/3; 
per l\Iiss Huntsman, £1/1/.~; O.tstlt'maine, £10; 
Warrnambool, £5; Drunu1rond, .4; Shepparton, 
£12/3/-; St. Kilda, per l\Irs. Hdmond, 17/-; New
market, per l\Iiss Hatty, 14/-. 

Women's Rally, l\lasonk Hall. 
In orda to give the. employee;; t·he full advant

age of the· Qiristmas boli~ays, the Ausf·tral P
0
uu

. . Co , fl' ·c will be closed rom ec. hshrng. mpany s o 1" . • f th 
24 to Jan. :z, 1913. There w1H be no issue o e 
" Christian" that week. 

Sometimes churches say t·hat they do not ugree 
wi,th some one or two actions of. a Home l\l_is
sionary Committee, and so t·hey will not contrib
ute to the Christ-honoring work of Home l\Iis
sions. It would be necessary to have a Commit
tee comisting of angels if no mistakes are to be 

Collection at meeting, £37/16/9; amounts per 
:\liss Jerrems, £71/,t/6; L.C., as promised, £10; 
W. H. Clay, as promised, 10/6; total to date, £119 
11/9. 
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The Society of Christian Endeavor. A. L. CRICHTON, -

Books, Stationery 
Christmas-God Manifest in the Flesh. 

Topic for December ;23. 
Daily Readings. 

As sinless boy. Luke 2: 40-52. 
As perfect man. John 18: 29-40. 
As the Jight of the world. John 9: 1-7. 
As the way to God. John q: r-11. 

As Savio•Jr of the Jost. Luke 15: 1-10 .. 

As Perfecter of faith. Hebrews 12: 1-12. 

Topic-God manifest in the flesh. John 1: 1-18. 

. l'fl;ave yon had a spiritual- Christmas in your 
I C. 

Is God at all manifest in your flesh? 
Does your Christmas make Christmas for any 

one else? 

• P>so..., Cenlrul $167, 

Clt11mpion'• B,,aulinga. 
o•NTlaT. 

II s-nston Bt., MelbouNU. 

Schreck's Voultice 
f'or Drawtnc and Haallnc AbeoeHH, Bolla, 
Whtttowa. Polaoned Soree, Burne, Sprain•, 

Bad Lee•. and Freeh cuu. 
"l'raooella N Hon,by-SL, B. Prahraa, Aq, d, •,., 

~ ... Sir,- I ban mucb pl■uare la •-lfy!Jic to tbe woaderfw.' 
•••hna prop-_rdn or ,oar olntmenL I had • •ery bad lee, •arl
- aloen, wblcb for yean I wen, to many doctora. At lut I 

. rne ap all bope, wben a friend of my daucbter'a uked ber to 
pera11&de me to try 10■, ointment, wblcb I did, and ab bottl• 
••red m•. &Del remala eo.-Yo•n r•peod•ely, llaa. •••u•• 
••••c1a. 
• To ■■ ■AD ••o■ SCHRECK SONS & CO,, 

27 YICTORU AYENOE, 
l ,a and 15/8. .lLBEllT PARK. 

Faulding & Co., Perth, W.A. also Adelaide. 
Hatton & Laws, l.Gunceston, Taamania. 

Caterer and Pa■sryoooll 
.._try Or4ara Packad. Tablln1, M■rq•••• ••• 

RaqulaltH OIi Hire. 

•uonle Hall, Collin■ 8&., Oliy 
&a• taa •--M •• • lle■■latt-

H. L. l?ang & BroLher 
/43cx#' 

Furniture Manufac~urer•. 
itullllo aupplled DINot. 

U..leum1, Carpeta and Purallllla11 ol •~PJ 
De■oriptloa. 

••w Sbow R~m-
867 BXHIBITION ST., M:.BLBOORNB. 

Tai. USl9, 

SOUTH BRITISH In■urano• 
Comp&DJ' 

LlmitM. 

Accident, FIRE, MAIINE, Burglary. 
Plat, ~•u•, WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION. 
Soatb Brltlsb Bu,ldlor•. North Melbonrne A,tent■ 

18-96 Qaee11 St LT ALL 6 BOif 

• w 

and. Pancy Goods. 

New Boob & Marutaa ._ .... ..__...., .... 
... ,.... lutlhltel 
-..u..-...... . ............... 

...._ auOoNe&• .._. • 
etatleeely. 

B1Wa aa4 Hyaua Boob. 

M. L. ··Hutchinson, 
GLASGOW BOOK WAREHOU8~ 

305-.507 Little Collina St., Mdl»oumc. 

R. & A. E. Barnes, L.D.S., • 
DENTISTS. 

11, 11 B,,_..,..11 SI., i
Pil-■7. 

A COOL COOK and a COOL KITCHEN CAS · . CO Q KER la 
ensured where a.--------- in me. 

ROASTING, BAKING, GRILLING aad TOASTING can be doae better by a OAS STOVB, 
with lea■ expense, than by any other metbod with a saving of Time, Labor aad Trouble. 

Pull particutah on appliclltion THE METROPOLITAN CAS COMPANY, 
'Phone 8163 (six lines). 86 Flinders Street. 

COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE, GLEN lRlS, MELBOURNE 
""EACHING STAFF 

FEDERAL CONF~RENCE 
Or'f'.'ICE.RS.·. 

.Presider11, F. c..; uunn • 
Vice- Pres., A E. Illingworth. 

"Treasur~r. \V. C. Craigic. 
Sec:;-etary, A C. Rankine. 
Asst. Secretary, R Enniss. 

ACTING EXECUTIVE: 
H. J{in,...sl,ury, W. H. Allen, 

). Pittma~, A. J\lillis, R. Lyall, 
_ C.. Hardie .. 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
• OF THE COLLEGE. 

P111NCll'AL. A R. MAIN, B.A. C, M GORDON AND ASSISTANT TEACHERS 

STATE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEES . 

Sth. Australia: J. E. Thomas, 
D. A. Ewers, I. A. Paternoster, 
S. G. Griffith, W. C. Brooker, 
G. T. Walden. 

New South Wa:~s; T. Ba(· 
ley, T. E. Rofe, L. Rossell, G. 
Stimson, J Stimson.· 

West Australia~ .J-1 .. J, Banks, 
W. B. Blakemore. 

Queensland: T. F. Stubbia, 
17. G Dunn, W. C. Crn,g_ic, CF.· L Golc. 

Ho1r.Jie, R Lyall, ,\. _~11111,, ' . • • 
: t.t l.udl,rook, R. C Edwar,Js. Tasma111a: W. R. C. larvll 

New Zealand Advl1ory Board-H. G. Harward, R. Gebbie, J. L Scott, S. H. Mudge, C. F. McDonald, Ju. Routlc<ige and J. In1li1 Wript. 

• I 
111
, r•gard to the College Course will be furnished on application to the Principal, A. R. Main, College of the Bible Gleo .Iris Melbourne. 

}'aru,u u• ~ ~ 0 Ul 8 ll lb ' . • 
W o CBAIOIB LIUI• o •• l,, • oune, 810,etarr-CHAI, &~8DJB, BearleUa &tree&, Bawtbon. Yla&alla. 

Tnaaar■r- • • • oria■l1l■C ·••H&&rJ-0, .. IO&DO■. 
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