
People from four directions converge on Sydney Town
Hall to form a "Human Cross of Witness" as part of
"Easter '90—An Aussie Awakening"—story page 3
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find It lust so hard to 9ive unconditional, accepting,
^iudaemental love: love for the unlovely, love for those

The make a mess of life, love for those who disagree with
Twh^sald, "Love Cod and love others as your-

self/' he left no room for doubt as to what he meant

Uncond Love

The Australian Christian

□
 believe that one of the

mostdifficultaspectsof
being a Christian is to

truly love all others as we
love ourselves.

Last year at our Tas­
manian Women's Camp I
prepared a study on
"Love". I began the study
by a simulated introduction
to the group of an alcoholic
woman I had found sleep­
ing under some building
material behind the camp
buildings. She was un­
washed, smelt of a combination of cheap
wine and methylated spirits, was poorly
dressed and, when asked to express her
feelings about having been woken up,
proceeded to swear at the ladies.The group
were then sent away to discuss how they
felt about the woman: whether they could
have put an arm around her to comfort her
or invited her home for a meal.

Some of the ladies found it very chal­
lenging, because they felt it really helped
them work through the issue of uncondi­
tional love. I think some ladies, however,
felt I had asked too much of them. They
realised they just felt revolted and could
not respond positively in any way to that
woman.

As the name Christian suggests, we are
followers of Christ—not the Old Testa­
ment and its laws, and not Paul's interpre­
tation of Christ's teaching. Both are impor­
tant—they support, explain and point to
Jesus. However, if there is ever a difference
of emphasis in the attitudes expressed,
Jesus must always be the final authority.

Some of the teachings of Jesus may be
open to interpretation and debate,but most
areclear and direct. When Jesus said, "Love
God and love others as yourself," he left no
room for doubt as to what he meant. He
also made it clear that forgiveness and not
judgement was to be the focus of our liv­
ing.
H-^ayibAthe^atcmentby^usabouth°w
difficult it is for us to get into the Kingdom
came from his understanding of ho w diffi­
cult it would be for us to put these two
concepts into practice. We find it just so 

hard to give unconditional
accepting, non-judgemen­
tal love: love for the un­
lovely, love for those who
make a mess of life, love
for those who disagree
with us. Judgement on the
other hand is so much
easier. We seem to delight
in the faults of others, of­
ten being so much harder
on them than on ourselves.
How unlike Jesus! He is
able to understand what it
is like to walk in their 

shoes. We see the now and often don't
allow ourselves to get close enough to
understand the why.

When I drive my car too fast, endanger­
ing the life and property of other people,
not showing them the love and considera­
tion I expect from them, I sin, just as much
as the fellow who gets angry and kills
someone. It is so easy for us to condemn
others and make excuses for ourselves.

Next time we feel like passing some
judgement on homosexuals, who desper­
ately want someone whounderstandshow
they feel and to share their life with them,
or the young persons, unemployed and
sleeping in the street because their families
have broken up and they have tried and no
one will give them a job, perhaps we should
first ask them home for tea and listen to
their story and try to feel what it is like to
walk in their shoes.

You can never tell, judgement might
turn to understanding—understanding
might turn to love and we will both be that
much closer to the Kingdom.

• Ruth Edge, currently in a joint lay ministry
with her husband Tom at Ulverstonein Tas­
mania, served previously in the Churches o
Christ Welfare Centre in Adelaide, SA,
1978-87. Mother of six and grandmother o
16, her heart and home have always been
open to homeless young people. Ruth traine
as a marriage guidance counsellor in the
1970s and, moved by a deep concern 1°
people, served her Lord through her loco
church of Brighton, SA, and then through tne
work of the Brotherhood's Welfare Service.

12 May1990
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"Alma© AwaitkeimSinig" Awa [keros Aimssfies
3 he greatest combined
churches' effort to pres­
ent the Easter story to

Sydney, NSW, took place over
Easter, through a wide variety
of events, called "Easter '90—
An Aussie Awakening".

"Easter '90" can be traced
back to the National Gathering
in Canberra in 1988, when
40,000 from around Australia
encircled the new Parliament
House and prayed for the na­
tion.

That show of unity and co­
operation again became evi­
dent when Mai Garvin ap­
proached theheadsofchurches
in an endeavour to challenge
Australians with the true mean­
ing of Easter.

ThespecialGood Fridayrally
in Parramatta Park and the
"Human Cross of Witness" in
front of Sydney's Town Hall on
Easter Sunday left no room for
people to say that Christians
could not work together or that
they had no idea what Easter is
all about.

It was the heads of churches
who led the way in working
together to present the mean­
ing of Easter.

On Good Friday up to 6,000
gathered in Parramatta Park
for the first major public rally.
The compere was radio per­
sonality Kel Richards.

Leading personalities gave
their testimonies and told of
what Christ meant to them.
Jeanine Treharne, yachts­
woman; Glenn Nissen, rugby
league player, and Aboriginal
ex-senator Neville Bonner,
AO, told of their personal ex­
periences with the Lord.

Musical items were pre­
sented and led by Trisha Watts
and Fr Kevin Bates, SM, fol­
lowed by the Tim Edwards
Band.

Young people were also
involved in the program. Three
teams of runners brought in
the torches lit in Canberra two
weeks before, which had been
throughout the state to regional
rallies.

The Halieus Theatre pres­
entation of part of the rock
opera "Follow Me" was a
moving sight. Actors in period 

costume portrayed the Easter
story on stage, including the
crucifixion scene.

Anall-night prayer vigil from
6 pm until 6 am was held in a
park at a busy intersection on
the outskirts of Parramatta.

On Saturday evening, a spe­
cial youth meeting was held in
the Homebush Sports Stadium
by Youth Alive. The featured
artist was well-known Ameri­
can singer-songwriter, Mat­
thew Ward, supported by local
talent.

Wesley Mission's "Sunrise
Service", televised nationally
by Channel 7, was held "in­
doors" at the Sydney Opera
House. First-class entertainers,
Jacqui Hall and Steve Fry, pre­
sented meaningful items. The
Kings Kids were also included
in the program.

DrGordon Moyes, preached
and TV actor, George Mallaby,
shared his moving and per­
sonal testimony of finding
Christ.

Just after noon, the first group
of marchers participating in the
Easter Sunday program,
marching across the Sydney
Harbour Bridge to join up with
a further group at Observatory
Park in the Northern area of
Sydney. Meanwhile, another
group was gathering at Hyde
Park in the centre of Sydney
and a furthergroup weremeet-
ing near Central Railway Sta­
tion in the South. At prear­
ranged times, and informed of
theprogressofeachoftheother
groups through thebroadcasts
over Sydney radio station 2CH,
all three groups converged on
the Sydney Town Hall. A con­
servative estimate was that
15,000 people had gathered as
one.

Then it was time for the
combined marchers to head for
an open-air rally in Sydney's
Domain.

Although a fine drizzle of
rain was interspersed amongst
the items, people gathered
under umbrellas to watch the
King's Kids from YWAM,
Canberra; to hear the band
Glass Canoe and be enter­
tained by Dennis Clare; soloist
Vanetta Fields; super-soprano

Ben Hawks and excerpts from
the "Young Messiah".

George Mallaby, told the
"Story of the Granny Smith
Apple". A lady grew the first of
the apples named after her by
discarding what she thought to
be "rubbish—unuseable off-
cuts of crab apples", only to
find later that they grew into a
new species of apple. This
Christian lady, Maria Anne
Smith, commented, "Isn'tit just

"Community Care means
more than the church caring
for the community...it could
also mean a community caring
for itself," argued members of
the Northcote, Vic, church.
They put to the Vic-Tas De­
partment of Community Care
their idea for a clothing bin
placed outside their complex.
Other organisations use such
bins, so why not the Depart­
ment of Community Care?
Members of the church would 

like God that the very stuff we
chuck away he uses to bring in
a new thing?"

John Hunter, NSWChurches
of Christ Con ference President,
brought a Bible reading.

It was a moving sight to see
people, unknown to each other
previously, breakup into small
prayer groups on the wet grass
and sharing umbrellas as they
prayed for the nation.

—Ramon Williams 

monitor and empty the bin,
arranging for the forwarding
of the donated clothes left in it.

Northcote wants to get in­
volved with the Department in
anongoingmanner;thisis their
way of doing it. The bin clearly
advertises that donated goods
assist the Depart ment in its care
for persons and families within
the community.

Local people are invited to
help Churches of Christ in this
task.

Bruce Alcorn, minister of the Northcote church, with
Heather Carbis, testing the bin

RecycDBng CQothSmg
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with a God-given gift in floral
design. David and Thelmahave
three daughters. Their eldest
daughter Corrine is married to
Mark Law-Davis, who is secre­
tary of the Alexander Heights
church. Roslyn is married to
Russell Ward (son of Barry and
Margaret Ward of Castlemaine,
Vic), and they are in active
membership at the Warwick
church. Susan livesat homeand
is also active in membership at
Warwick.
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GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Hostel Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Waiting List Now Open

KNEELER DESIGN PTY
ARCHITECTURE

PLANNING
INTERIORS

LANDSCAPE

Captain Blackeye is a 20th-
century pirate, created by his
alter-ego, Ian Kissock, of Ed-
wardstown,SA.

Captain
Blackeye sets
out on exciting
journeys, not
only all around
the world but
through time
and space as
well. His adven­
tures lead him
through the
high seas of the
17th century,
aboard his pi­
rate ship, bat­
tling the knights
of the 11th cen­
tury, as well as
ridin' with the
posse out west,
andshootingoff
into outer space
in his 20th-cen­
tury space ship.

Ian Kissock
studied at Word
of Life Bible
Institute and
has a Graduate
Diploma in
Community
Work from the
South Austra­
lian College of
Advanced Edu­
cation. Through his involve­
ment in church youth workand
childrens ministries Ian became
aware of the need to present
the truth of God's word to the
youth and children of today in
a new and exciting way. In 1986
Ian lost the sight of his right eye
due to a benign tumour on the

WA Coofererace R

Construction Is now completed
this opportunity to Invite church___________

. members from the Churches of Christ, Victoria,
to the newly renovated Church of Christ, 46-48
Montclair Avenue, Glen Waverley.

WA Conference inducted
David Pyne as Conference
President for the 1990—91 con­
ference year.

Prior to his appointment
David was an elder and a past
secretary of the Warwick, W A,
church, having been in mem­
bership there for the past 15
years since returning to Perth
from the country.

He is a member of Confer­
ence Executive, having served
12 years as Conference Treas­
urer and 20 years as a member
of the Home Missionary Com­
mittee, which included being a
representative of the South
West Conference of Churches
and Home Mission treasurer.

While in Bunbury David
served as South West Confer­
ence secretary and Secretary of
the Bunbury church.

Employed as a Westrail offi­
cer for the past 33 years, he is
currently administering in
computer application.

David, son of Allan and Jean
Pyne, is married to Thelma,
daughter of Harold and Edith
Fitch, retired minister. Both
fathers also served as confer­
ence presidents. Thelma is also
actively involved in church life

optic nerve, which was success­
fully removed. During his re­
covery his mind remained ac­

tive in the en­
deavour to cre­
ate a character
that young
people could
relate to, and
hence Captain
Blackeye was
born.

Ian is en­
deavouring to
present God's
word with the
help of Cap tain
B 1 a c k e y e
through a se­
ries of fun and
challenging
Bible puzzles.
Ian's puzzle
books have
been received
successfully
overseas.

Anyone who
enjoys a true
adventure will
find Ian's
puzzle books
both challeng­
ing and inspir­
ing and a great
aid in present­
ing the Gospel
of Christ to the
young people

of today.
—Warren Hall

We are pleased the church members at Glen
Waveriey are proud of their new building com­
plex, citing efficient planning, good light and
a ireshness that welcomes people from the
community to the church. The church's motto,

church...in the heart of the com-
the community at heart", has very

nrnm enhanced by this building pro-
^oh'artRRi0 ce: the church is growing!
Robert Blenvenu •

TELEPHONE (03) 391 5598
234-236 DOUGLAS PDE,

NEWPORT, VIC 3015

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

and we take
h boards and
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Berwick Turns the Sod]

The time capsule

Turning a Hall Onto Mome

On 25 March the Berwick,
Vic, church met for the first
part of its morning service in
the leased temporary factory
premises and then adjourned
to the 5 ha site for its new
complex at Centre Road.

Estimated numbers of at­
tendee were between 300 and
350.

The purpose was to continue
the worship servicein the open
air and to "turn the sod" for the 

new building foundations to
the glory of God.

Actually more than one sod
was turned that day. Families
brought all the shovels they
could find and at a given time
stood round the estimated
position of the external wall of
the future complex and dug
energetically.

It took some energy to pene­
trate the baked soil and to get
the reluctant sods to surface.

Peter Holt, Berwick
minister, led the church
in a prayer of dedication,
thanksgiving and hope.

Children had been en­
couraged to bring deco­
rated spades and shov­
els and there were prizes
for the most imaginative.
Adrian Holdsworth dec­
orated his shovel with
theme "I d ig the church".

A time capsule made
by Colin Heath was
filled with records and
handwork by Sunday
School children. After
being interred on the site
for 10 years it is to be dug
up on 25 March 2000.

After the ceremony
families adjourned to the
shade of trees on the
boundary to enjoy lunch
together.

The Berwick church is
presently engaged in a
capital stewardship pro­
gram to receiveofferings
for the newbuilding and
they hope to be out of the
factory and into their
own worship centre
within a year.

The tennis courts never ma­
terialised; the huge hall out­
lived its usefulness due to
demographic changes. The
Maidstone, Vic, church was
conscious of its stewardship
obligations for the land. It
wanted to use its property ef­
fectively to meet community
need. The church decided, in
February 1987, that this meant
making the land available for
use by the Ministry of Housing
and Construction to construct
eight independent living units
for elderly people. Next to the
church onenow finds not a hall,
but a very appreciative com­
munity of people assured of
affordable, decent and secure
housing.

At the official opening on 25
March the Mayor of Sunshine,
Cr Don McKay, and the Hon.
Barry Pullen, MLC, State Min-

980 are expected to partici­
pate in the World Vision 40
Hour Famine Tenpin Bowl­
ing Strikathon in NSW.

Four bowling centres, Bal-
gowlah, Rushcutters Bay, Syl­
vania and Fairfield, will con­
duct the unique fundraising
event over the famine week­
end of 16-17 June.

Teams of five players
each willbowl fourgameseach,
during which their strikes or
pins knocked down will secure
sponsorship moneys for the
appeal.

Strikes have been made eas­
ier to obtain in that men need
knockdown nine pins or more,
women eight or more and chil­
dren (under 18) seven or more
to record a "strike".

The reduced fee of S12 per
player indicates thecommit-
ment of the bowling centres to
assist worthy causes.

In addition to the request for
Sydney's churches to field
teams, AMF are also conduct­
ing a "Beat the Champ" contest
for their weekly league bowl­
ers, featuring Terry Wenban.

Similar Strikathons have 

ister for Housing and Construc­
tion, paid tribute to the com­
munity-minded conscience of
the Maidstone church. Trevor
Giles, Executive Directorof the
Vic-Tas Department of Com­
munity Care, emphasised the
Christian basis for that attitude
by explaining that the Maid­
stone church "had a very deep
conscience about the need to
use their property in a way that
extends the Kingdom of God in
its widest sense within the
community..." This Christian
base was re-emphasised when
Clive Ward, Secretary of Vic-
Tas Conf, prayed a prayer of
blessing over the units and
those who lived within them.

The local committee can be
justifiably proud of the leader­
ship and hard work that went
into transforming an old, dis­
used hall into eight homes.

raised over 520,000. A target of
525,000 has been set for the
World Vision 40 Hour Famine
appeal.

Team entries can be lodged
at the nearest centre. The S60
fee should be paid prior to 15
June. Contact: Balgowlah (02)
94 7656, Rushcutters Bay (02)
3610558, Southgate Lanes Syl­
vania (02) 522 7926 or Fairfield
Bowl (02)723282.

1989 IlmsSex
f ach year an index of

r21 many of the articles
I 1 in The Australian
Christian is prepared and
sent to those people who re­
quest a copy.
The 1989 Index has finally
been completed.

Readers who would like
to be sent a copy of the 1989
indexand be put on the mail­
ing list for future years
should contact The Austra­
lian Christian, PO Box 101,
Essendon North 3041.
Phone (03) 379 1219.

Cyril Minns turns his sod

TomiipSim BowDers Set To
Strike!

12 May 1990 The Australian Christian (173) 5
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Planting Trees 0mi Africa
been established, growing a
total of 20 different species

More than 3 million trees are
being planted in Ethiopia as a
part of an ambitious reaffores­
tation program run by the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church.
Only 4% of Ethiopia remains
forested out of an estimated
forest cover of 40% at the turn
of the century.

Many African people cook
with firewood they gather
themselves. Treesare cut down
reluctantly just to provide the
fuel needed for day-to-day
survival. However, this has
caused widespread destruction
of forests, resulting in erosion,
drought and the spreading of
deserts. The church program
responds to the urgent and
immediate need of the Ethio­
pian people as well as the long­
term well-being of the Ethio­
pian ecology.

The reafforestation program
provides seedlings, trains local
people to plant and look after
the trees, and pays for fencing
material. 20 tree nurseries have

including eucalypts, acacias
and a number of indigenous
species.

According to the UN global
environment report Our
Common Future", Australians
use on average about 17 times
the energy used by the poorest
half of the world's people.
According to Graham Tupper,
the Executive Officer of Force
Ten, "By living more simply
we can reduce our demands on
the environment and use the
savings to support much-
needed restoration work in
other places."

The Ethiopian program is just
one of a number of projects in
Africa being supported by
funds raised in this year's
"Simply Sharing Week" begin­
ning on 13 May. Simply Shar­
ing Week is conducted by Force
Ten, a joint program of the
Australian Council of Churches
and Australian Catholic Relief.

YOU WANT TO
TEACH RE OR
BE A YOUTH
WORKER...

AND YOU NEED
TRAINING?

Here's a chance to join a
small, supportive commu­
nity for three months of
residential training for a
Certificate of Christian
Youth Work.

Located at “Nyuyuni” farm, overlooking Orange, this
innovative, low-cost course is designed specifically to
equip youth and schools workers. The course is led by
an experienced panel of lecturers, including Mai Garvin
Bob Adams, Dot Clarke (of Fusion). Dave Kendall
(Youthforce), Tom Smith (Anglican Youth Dept) and
others. Participation in Christian education programs
in local high schools is a feature of the course.
Course dates are 11 June-8 September 1990

and 24 September-15 December 1990
For more information and a prospectus contact:
Macolm Rankin, Fusion Training Registrar,
Lot 1, Woodward Road, Orange 2800
or phone (063) 61 4578
Fusion also offers a similar course at Momlngton,
Vic, specialising in youth housing work. Phone (059)

off IPirsiyeir
Comes to
Vsjmeifi)

On 2 March there was great
excitement and a sense of an­
ticipation as 50 ladies gathered
in the chapel building at
Yamen, PNG. Sitting in a half
circle, they wereunsureof what
to expect. However, two hours
later as they left they were al­
ready planning the meeting for
next year. World Day of Prayer
had come to Yamen.

The teachers of the Confer­
ence Bible School at Yamen did
an excellent job preparing,
organising and running the
program. Using the English
youth service as a springboard,
they presented a lively program
of drama, singing, Bible read­
ings, sermonettes and, of
course, prayer. The students in
their second year also took an
active role in the presentation.
Topics prayed about were
many and varied. It brought a
vision to the ladies of the power
of prayer and the need to be
concerned about others in the
world.

Plans for next year are well
underway.

The ladies are planning to
set aside the whole day for
prayer with a program in the
morning and evening.

But whatever happens the
ladies of Yamen will be joining
with people all over the world
to pray.

—Hazel Bassett

Chadstone
35th Anniversary

10.30 am
Sunday, 27 May 1990

Guest Speaker
Phil Perry

(former minister)

Followed by lunch
and the unveiling of the
35th anniversary video

For further information
phone lan Field
(03)807 41444

1 J EVll 0 0 D 0 (Q) [TD
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"The eyesight of every sec­
ond blind person throughout
the world could be restored
with a 15-minute operation,"
said John Jeffries of the Chris­
tian Blind Mission Interna­
tional.

John, who has just returned
from a seminar in West Ger­
many, said that there are over
17 million people in the world
who are blind from cataracts,
yet cataracts can be treated
quickly, inexpensively and
successfully.

Most blind people are living
in developing countries, where
there are very few eye surgeons.

A cataract operation takes
just 15 minutes using a local
anaesthetic. The doctor needs a
good light and some form of
magnification.

Operating glasses are
cheaper and quicker to use than
microscopes. The doctor makes
an incision in the front of the
eye, removes the lens with for­
ceps and a cryoextractor, and
stitches the incision back to­
gether.

After the operation, the pa­
tient requires a new lens to
replace the one that has been
removed. This is most easily
done with cataract glasses,
which are relatively cheap and
provide good vision.

Last year Christian Blind
Mission restored the eyesight
of over 100,000. Each operation
cost just $20.

12 May



Tthe C©CG£E P!ayhouse [Mews flrom the FEBCE
The Children and Family

Life Ministry Committee in
SA were searching in 1986 for
new and creative ways to min­
ister to children and their fami­
lies. Consequently, in Febru­
ary 1987 a children's ministry
group called the COCKE
(Churches of Christ Kids Eve­
rywhere) Players was formed
for children to develop and
learn skills associated with
drama, dance and music; giv­
ing them an opportunity to ex­
press their talents.

The COCKE Players have
produced and presented two
short musical dramas, "The
Way, the Truth, and the Life"
and "One in the Bod/' for state
conferences. All the group's
scripts and songs are written
by the leaders, so they can be
applied or used liberally by
clubs, schools, camps etc. free
of copyright infringement.

KIDSMIN Publications was
established in November 1988
as a registered business to
publish and market their
works. Kids Everywhere, the first
book and tape, was released in
July 1989 and is selling very
well throughout Australia. The
Christian Television Associa­
tion used one of the songs,
"Remember That God Loves
You", and the COCKE Players
in a spot on commercial televi­
sion. (Currently, they are in the
recording studio producing a
sequel, More Kids Everywhere.)

On 30 September 1989 at the

Has your church considered
a weekend camp?

Young people’s weekends—
times of fun and

friendship?
Allambee Camp, situated 13 km
south of Yarragon, Vic, in the
Strzlecki Ranges, can provide for your
camping requirements, with self-
catcred or fully catered weekend or
weekday camps.
Tariff is very reasonable, from as low
as $7 per day. Facilities include a large
heated dining-room, recreation room,
library and craft centre, pool table,
table tennis, in-ground pool and
animal nursery. Barbecue, ropes
course, initiative and fun ana fitness
circuits, campfire circle etc.
Call in and inspect, or write for
further details to

Keith and Aruna Earl,
AllambeeCamp, RMB 1334

Allambee Reserve, Mirboo North
3871. Phone (056)344221

Royalty Theatre in Adelaide,
the COCKE Players presented
the premiere performance of a
musical drama 'Tut Me in the
Picture". The story is about
Paul, an ordinary boy who
believeshe is destined to do big
things for God. Angela, an
undercover angel, and her
munchin sidekicks take Paul
into a world of dreams to meet
three children, who are experts
in serving God. But there are
shadows. Paul is faced with
doubts about his ability and
self-worth, which healone must
conquer. "Put Me in the Pic­
ture" was written and directed
by Robyn Page, the drama di­
rector, and the musical score
composed and presented by
Paul Grant, the musical direc­
tor.

A search was then underway
for a place to store props, cos­
tumes etc. The Torrensville,
SA, church not only graciously
donated storage space, but an
entire theatre and facilities for
the COCKE Players use. (30
years ago the church specifi­
cally built a theatre for cine­
mascope movies, but it hasbeen
shut for some time.) All were
much in awe of such generos­
ity and extremely excited, but
finding it hard to believe that
they could have such liberal
use of a valuable asset for their
ministry. Apart from the stage
and projection-box facilities,
there are separate rooms to
store props and costumes, and
a meeting room and canteen
with servery for shows, all of
which adjoin the theatre.

The theatre has been called
theCOCKEPlayhouseand was
commissioned by Jim Keatch,
Associate State Minister, on 4
March at a handing-over and
dedication service for the Tor­
rensville church, COCKE Play-
ersand KIDSMIN Publications.

A three-stage plan is being
drawn up to restore the theatre
as a functional venue for pro­
ductions, a studio to teach skills
and a centre to administer the
COCKE Players and KIDSMIN
Publications ministry to kids
everywhere.

—Brian Busbridge
(Chairman, CFLM)

New Educational Policy
Statement

"Directions in Educational
Ministr/' is the title of a new
educational policy statement
released to local churches in
March. The statement was
prepared from a national con­
ference of Churches of Christ
Christian educators held in the
late 1980s under the auspices
of the Federal Board of Chris­
tian Education. The statement
covers four areas—adult edu­
cation, lay training, family life
education and childrens min­
istry. The policy statement was
mailed to all churches in late
March and is intended to be a
guide to local churches in their
planning for the new decade.
Further copies, at 40c per copy,
are available upon request by
writing to the FBCE, 52 La Trobe
Street, Melbourne 3000. De­
tailed statements and resources
covering each of the four areas
are planned for release com­
mencing in late 1990 through
to 1993.

New Initiatives at Annual
Conference

The Annual Meeting of the
Board will be held in Mel­
bourne, 29-30 May. All state
departments plan to be repre­
sented. Importantagenda items
will include directions in youth
ministry and policy, a new
publications and resources
program and new educational
initiatives under the "Austra­
lia Grow" theme. June Doster,
an AssociateRegional Minister
of the Christian Church Dis- 

ciplesof Christ in Georgia, USA,
will attend some sessions as a
consultant. June has special
responsibilities in educational
ministry, resource writing and
womens ministry. She has also
directed a successful statewide
evangelism thrust among the
Georgia churches.

New Structure
Following discussions in

1988-89, statedepartmentsand
state conference executives
have endorsed a proposal to
integrate education and evan­
gelism roles in a new national
structure, the Australian Board
of Church Development, which
will replace the Federal Board
of Christian Education. These
proposals will be presented to
Federal Conferencein Brisbane
in October this year. The Board
is currently seeking financial
support from the churches for
its programs. Gifts should be
sent to the Treasurer, Bob Bar-
reau, at the Melbourne office.
Other enquiries should be di­
rected to the executive direc­
tor, Don Smith, or made
through statedepartment staff.

New Study
In April the first in the new

"Growing Faith Bible Studies"
was released. Possessing Life, a
small group study on the "I
Am's" of John's Gospel, has
been written by Cath Great­
batch of Hobart. The material
isdesigned forany adultgroup.
This attractivebooklct costs S2.
A second study—Being Sure—•
will be available shortly.

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(enr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m. Worship & Communion

Services
7.00 p.m. Gospel Celebration

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884
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Letters are limited to
200 words

E.L. Williams
To the Editor,

EL is as bright as ever! His
latest pamphlet, What Is Man?,
written to answer a grandson's
question, is as dear, logical and
compelling as books written in
the vigour of his middle years.
It is the result of solid scholar­
ship, a well-stocked and pene-

THOUSANDS ARE ASKING,
•WHO IS CAPTAIN BLACKEYE?'

Letters to tlhi@ E^itof

South East District
Womens Conference

30th Anniversary
Naracoorte, SA

Wed, 23 May, 10 am
Any ladies associated

with this conference are
invited to share in this

special day
Further information:

Mary Simons
122 Jenkins Tee
Naracoorte 5271

Phone (087) 62 16S6

trating mind and a concern that
young people appreciate the
Christian perspective on hu­
man existence. Insights are il­
lustrated from classic works in
philosophy and literature and
from personal experience. The
pamphlet, which is one of the
fruits of his mature years, high­
lights the fact that Mr Williams
maintains a lively interest in
life and a continuing commit­
ment to the Gospel. The only

-3 □□□□BBaaDD ex

Church of Christ ,
" Campsite ■
□ Queen Elizabeth ■
D Drive
□ Barmera, SA n
□ Q “
■ 2 dormitories each
B accommodate 40 people B
■ Main hall and kitchen ■
° Under new management 0
“ Enquiries (085) 88 2512 “

■■■■■■■■■■

<5 Christian
Confidential

** Professional

Assisting Christian Singles
P0 Box 240

World Trade Centre 3005
Phone (03)306 1549

Repatriation General Hospital
Heidelberg

An Equal Opportunity Employer

CLINICAL PASTORAL EDUCATION
The Clinical Pastoral Education Unit is inviting people to apply for
12 months or 3 months training in Pastoral Care in this new
program.
Three stipends of a minimum of $12,000 each will be available or
those undertaking the 12 months course. Applicants for the 12
months course are expected to have a reasonable amount of
expertise in pastoral care.
Training commences in November 1990. The training program is
an education experience, and the aim is to promote theological and
professional growth and a greater effectiveness in ministry to
people.
Applications close on Friday, 6 July 1990.
Enquiries and requests for application forms should be directed to:
The Reverend Dr John E. Paver, Director, Pastoral Care Unit-
Repatriation General Hospital (Oncoloy Unit), Private Bag No 1
Heidelberg West 3081 (Phone (03) 490 2111)

RGH 344

suggestion I would make, re­
flective of a differencebetween
generations, concerns the title.
I would have preferred "What
are We?"

—Graeme Chapman
(Melbourne, Vic)

[What is Man? is available for
$2 plus postage from the Fed­
eral Literature Department, c/o
Mrs E.M. Rankine, 5 Atkins Ave,
Glen Iris 3146.]

Overpopulation
To the Editor,

It is suggested by Bruce
Waldron ("AC" 28 April) that
World Vision-type projects
may be harmful by reason of
compounding the world's
overpopulation problem.

This idea, akin to a pro­
nouncement by Ebenezer
Scrooge in A Christmas Carol,
may not be entirely valid.

Perhaps, if overpopulation

causes poverty and ignorance
it may also be true that poverty
and ignorance cause overpopu.

The answer may lie in break­
ing this circle. Education may
prove to be a more effective
control than famine or epi­
demic.

I am no demographer, but I
recall seeing figures that, pre­
war, the birthrate of coloured
people in the various states of
America was in inverse pro­
portion to their socioeconomic
status. Affluent societies come
closest to zero population
growth.

Economic and education aid,
given on a much more heroic
scale, may prove in the long
term to be more of a popula­
tion-reducing than a popula­
tion-increasing factor.

—Wai Johnson
(North Essendon, Vic)

Liters (from Tsrtias

Ejje©mmiuinifcaftD®in)
To the Editor,

In history books I've read about excommunication of such
people as Henry VIII and Martin Luther and others, and I've often
wondered what Churches of Christ believe about it. So I was
interested when our minister mentioned it in his sermon last
Sunday.

He was talking about the church as the body of Christ and said
that only Christ himself has the authority to add or to remove
people from his church. He went on to say, "That's why there is
no excommunication in Churches of Christ." Then in an aside he
said, "Except perhaps mental excommunication."

He didn't explain "mental excommunication", but I think he
meant that we can be at the same communion with people and
still be out of communion with them in our minds and feelings
and attitudes.

And I think he was referring to the way in which we can
mentally excommunicate people by putting labels on them such
as liberal and conservative, fundamentalist and radical, tradi­
tional and modernist, and so on. We would n't dream of usurping
Christ's authority to remove them from the church, but we can
excommunicate them from our hearts and minds and friendship-

I was meditating on these things when suddenly it dawned on
me that I have been mentally excommunicating Tim. We had a
very strong difference of opinion last year. Not theological, just
personal. I've felt very cool towards him since. We are still polite
to one another and shake hands at church if we have to. But to all
intents and purposes we have been usurping Christ's authority
and excommunicating each other.

I m going to see him right away and get it sorted out. I miss the
friendship we used to have anyway.

Yours penitently/
Tertius
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Three Great Youth Nights
Frankston Church of Christ

Sunday Evening, 13 May, 7 pm
Young people bring a MUM for Mother's Night

Service ___________ _

Sunday Evening, 20 May, 7 pm
Film Night—Award-winning Youth Film—“The Next

Time I Fall in Love"

Sunday Evening, 27 May, 7 pm
“Youth Worship”—Theme: “Living for Others"

Frankston Church of Christ
130 Cranbourne Road
Frankston 3199________________ ___ _____________

Ministers: Allan Avery, Pam Bowers, Harold Bischoff
Phone (03) 783 3235 or (03) 781 1371

Three Nights To Grow in Personal Faith
and Development with Pat Greig

10,17,24 June

10 June Handling Stress
17 June Towards a Healthy Self-Esteem
24 June Communicating Effectively

Every night at 7 pm

Pat Greig, BA (Hons), has majored in psychology.
She is currently Director of the Ringwood
Counselling Centre and is also an authoress of a
number of books and articles. Pat is married to
Bruce, has four children and is a member of the
Ringwood Church of Christ.

Frankston Church of Christ
130 Cranbourne Road, Frankston 3199
Phone (03) 783 3235 or (03) 781 1371

Kingdom EVOmsdc
Publishing music used to be

a very difficult business. In
1975, when Paul Copeland
wanted to publish a song
"When Love Is Born" by Ross
Langmead, he found the tech­
nology needed to set music was
very expensive, time consum­
ing and prone to errors.

The music was produced in
a darkroom using a device
called a Photofont. Only one
line of music could be set at a
time and if a mistake was made
the whole line of music had to
be reset.

Now all this has changed.
Kingdom Music, Paul's new
business, is now able to pro­
vide the Christian community
with an economical means of
typesetting music to publish­
able standard by using a com­
puter.

There are many advantages
of setting music by computer:

o Music can be instantly
transposed into any key—great 

for congregational songs that
are too high (or too low).

0 An orchestral score can be
printed in full for the conduc­
tor then the parts extracted
individually for each instru­
ment.

• Almost any music se­
quencer can be connected to
the computer, which will then
transcribe the sequence into
standard musical notation.

° Composers who find it
difficult to notate music can
play the music on a keyboard
in "real time" for the computer
to notate.

To show just what can be
done, Paul is willing to typeset
up to 32 bars of music free.

This offer for readers of The
Australian Christian expires on
30 May.

Kingdom Music is situated
at Lot 8, Hands Road, Kalo-
rama, Vic (PO Box 32, Kalo-
rama 3766). Telephone (03) 728
5995.

Music set on a computer

Worsmip voa Telecom
A telephone conference link

and simple loudspeaker attach­
ments on home telephones are
enablinghouse-bound families
connected with the Collins St,
Hobart, Tas, church to partici­
pate in worship.

The scheme began when one
parishioner was too ill to at­
tend church, and now 10 fami­
lies are "plugging in" to the

church's services each Sunday.
Apart from using the stan­

dard conference call proce­
dures—which Telecom is pro­
viding at a nominal rate—the
process only requires a simple
amplifier, which is attached to
the telephoneby a suction plug
available at most electronics
shops.

—Hobart Mercury 

Melbourne Fuire EnDgSime iF©[r
Watr-Tora Beirut

An SOS from war-torn
Beirut, Lebanon, has been an­
swered by the Melbourne Met-
ropolitan Fire Brigade and
World Vision Australia.

World Vision's program di­
rectorin Beirut, Jean Bouchebl,
telexed the urgent need for a
fire engine because almost
continual war has caused
immense destruction in the city,
with numerous fires gutting
buildings and claiming inno­
cent lives.

World Vision approached
the Melbourne Metropolitan
Fire Brigade, which made avail­
able a superseded fire engine
in top condition.

New Victorian state Police
and Emergency Services Min­
ister, Mai Sandon, handed over 

the keys to the fire engine to
World Vision Executive Direc­
tor, Philip Hunt.

Mr Sandon said he was
pleased the engine would be
able to continue its useful life in
Beirut.

The fire engine and its equip­
ment is worth 535,000, but the
Department of Police and
Emergency Services has made
it available for S17,000.

It has been paid for by a
generous donation from Ron
and Delia Fisher of R and D
Electronics, Mt Waverley, Vic,
who have had a long and active
interest in the region.

World Vision has previously
sent three ambulances to Leba­
non, and is preparing to send a
further five ambulances.

Three Great Youth Nights Three Nights To Grow in Personal Faith
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—Rosslyn Reed

—CRA
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Withit Church of Christ

We apologise for the
cancellation of

our evening with the
clairvoyant.

An unforeseen
emergency arose.International Children's Bible

(Word Publishing) $12.95
This is an excellent version of the Bible for children. This

particular version is a full Bible and not just passages that are felt
important for children. The version used is the New Century
version, which was first copyrighted in the US in 1983. It is the
first time I have heard of this particular version. There is a short

Women-Church
An Australian Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion, pub­
lished twice a year in autumn and spring. Subscription $15
(Australia) or$5 each for 10 or more. PO Box 2134, Sydney, NSW
2001
Voices from the Silence
National Ecumenical Women's Journal, $5 individual subscrip­
tion, $20 organisational subscription, published by the ACC
Commission on the Status of Women, do Conference of
Churches of WA, 10 Pier Street, Perth, WA 6000

These two journals contain items of interest to Christian women.
The first is now in its third year of publication; there have been
two publications of the second. Women-Church contains letters,
conference reports and news items of interest as well a original
contributions of both academic and other articles and poetry.
Liturgies, ceremonies and blessings with comments on their use
are also included. Book reviews and an annotated bibliography
point to further reading for interested women. Everything in this
journal is of the highest possible standard. The cartoons are
outstanding!

Voices is a different journal altogether. Although there is news,
poetry, letters, articles and reviews, the emphasis is focused on
women and their relationship to the ecumenical movement.
Where the former journal runs to about 40 pages per issue this one
is of a modest 8 pages. Nevertheless, the standard of presentation
is attractive and, perhaps, more accessible to the reader. Some
unfortunate typesetting errors spoilt the last issue but these may
be "teething troubles". Both journals are rewarding and enrich­
ing reading, each in its own way.

Possessing Life
by Cath Greatbatch (Vital Publications) $2

This is the first in a new series of "Grow­
ing Faith Bible Studies" that have been writ­
ten by Cath Greatbatch, who is a member of
the Hobart, Tas, church, where she was the
co-ordinator of the church's small group
ministry program for nine years.

There are eight studies in this booklet,
which can be used in a variety of small
group situations. Possessing Life is a study of
all the "I am" sayings in John's Gospel. In

each of the studies there is an introduction, a section for personal
reflection and study and the main group material. A suggestion
for prayer is also given with each study. With the "I Am the Bread
of Life" study there is a communion. This could well fit into and
provide a highlight for a family camp.

Excellent material, well written and challenging to all who
would take part these studies are available from the Federal
Board of Christian Education, 52 LaTrobe Street, Melbourne3000
(Phone (03) 662 2377), for $2 plus postage.

(two-page) preface that explains the thinking behind this particu-
lar version. On reading various passages I feel that this would be
a very suitable version to give to children The language is simple
and yet true to the original, there are some interesting cartoon­
like illustrations, and some easy-to-read maps and a good basic
dictionary. Excellent value at the price. The text size is a little
smalKmany children alsohave sightdifficulties). I wish the back-
cover recommendations about Bible versions for older teenagers
had never been printed—it is an example of the worst of Am’eri-
can fundamentalism thinking—as this version would be excel­
lent for all ages, not just children. —CRA

Restoring Fellows Un ip
Judgement and Church Discipline
by Ken and Joy Gage (Moody Press) $7.50

The subject of judgement is, potentially, one of confusion in the
Christian church. To judge, or not to judge, is often the question.
What should we do when faced with situations in which we
honestly believe that things are not right? Ken and Joy Gage
attempt to face some of the contemporary issues of church judg­
ment and discernment in this little book.

Basing their study on 1 Corinthians, the Gages seek to drawout
biblical principles that go beyond "Judge not that you be not
judged." The book covers four basic areas of judgement: con­
demnation or censure, arbitration, critical evaluation and dis­
cernment.

I believe this book goes a long way towards filling the gap in
published material on the subject of judgement. The church has
been largely ignorant of all the biblical teachings on making
judgements. While I may not agree with every conclusion drawn,
I certainly appreciate the objective that any form of judgement,
discipline, discernment or arbitration must, first of all, seek to
restore fellowship between God's people.

The brevity of this book allows it to be read in a short period of
time. It is suggested to have an open Bible beside you to follow the
idea of the authors. Not every question will be covered, but it does
present some valuable principles on the subject.

—David Woodward

CATH GU.4THAIUI
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A mysterious presence
gripped Stuart Whitman when
he met a leper's son during a
recent study tour of Thailand
organised by World Vision.

Stuart, a 17-year-old student
from Melbourne, felt the mys­
terious presence while wander­
ing within the apparent deso­
lation of a leper community on
the edge of Thailand's capital
Bangkok.

The young Australian was in
Thailand with five other stu­
dents who had won overseas
trips by writing essays in the
World Vision 40 Hour Famine
study tour competition.

Stuart's path led him from
Bangkok airport to the city's
rubbish dump and then into
the heart of Bangkok's most
disturbing reality—the leper
community of Phra Pradaeng.

"After visiting Bangkok's
rubbish dump community, I
didn'tthinkanythingelsecould
shock me more than people
living in and off rubbish," says
Stuart with a sad smile.

However, that was before he
entered the leper community
that World Vision assists with
child sponsorship, which funds
schooling, health care and other
community development
work.

Shortly after walking into the
leper community, Stuart felt a 

tiny, rough hand embrace his
fingers. He looked down and
saw Puchong Boonma, a
leper's son, smiling up at him.

"As he placed his small,
poverty-worn hand into my
own, an overwhelming sense
of emotion strongly inter­
twined with humility overcame
me. 1 felt unworthy to be wel­
comed into his life, a life that
many people in Australia could
not possibly understand.

"From all directions my
senses were bombarded with
the startling atmosphere and
squalid conditions of poverty
that existed around me. I be­
gan to ask myself: 'Is this all
humanly possible? What kind
of world do I belong to?'

"My attention was drawn
back to the young boy eagerly
clasping my arm. At first I
thought he was seeking some
reassurance. But it soon became
evident that I was the one being
comforted..."

The group then approached
a dirty church, almost hidden.

"As we walked into the
church, where 20 or more lep­
ers had gathered to pray, we
were welcomed by a spirit of
belonging and a deep sense of
the presence of God.

"As they began to sing
'Amazing Grace' in Thai, the
little boy placed his arms 

around my neck and looked
into my eyes. The power of the
moment was too strong, my
pathetic attempt to smile could
not hold back the flood of tears
which soon followed."

The tears kept flowing dur­
ing that day and into the night,
as Stuart struggled to under­
stand what had happened to
him and exactly who he had
met in the person of Puchong
Boonma.

Drawing on his Christian
faith, Stuart eventually con­
cluded that in Puchong
Boonma he had somehow met
Jesus Christ. Turning to the

Jesus story in Matthew 25,
Stuart saw his experience mir­
rored in Christ's evocation:
"Whatever you do for the least
of these you do for me."

His experience of meeting
God amid human suffering and
human hope had an unforget­
table impact on Stuart.

Experiencing life overseas is
open to high-school students
who enter the 1990 World Vi­
sion 40 Hour Famine study tour
essay competition. Winners
will go to Zimbabwe in
September-October. Write to
World Vision at PO Box 9944,
Melbourne 3001, for details.

A RETREAT FOR
WOMEN OF CHURCHES
OF CHRIST IN VICTORIA

AND TASMANIA
CAMP WATERMAN

MONBULK
25-27 MAY

A weekend for creative
thinking and sharing of

ideas about future possibili­
ties in women's ministry
Speaker and Study

Leader—June Doster
Associate Regional Minister,
Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) in Georgia, USA
Enquiries Io Mrs Lois Smith

(03) 848 1872
Resource and Development

Committee of CWF
Cost $37

ALL WOMEN WELCOME
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active in church affairs.

Travelling to Federal Conference?

For further information, contact: Marilyn Smith 008 24 2904

Toll Free (008) 24 2904
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Two Evangelical (United)
pastors—Markus Meckel,
leaderoftheSocial Demo­
cratic Party, and Rainer
Eppelmann, leader of the
Democratic Awakening
party—are among the 24
members of the new East
German government.
Meckel is foreign minis­
ter, Eppelmann Defence
and Disarmament Minis­
ter. Another member of
the government, Finance
Minister Walter Brom­
berg, has also long been 

The Disciples may well be
the only mainline denomi­
nation to increase its pro­
portion of the general
population in the next
decade or so according to
the finding of a major sur­
vey Religion in America
1990 by the Gallup organi­
sation. They report that the
Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) is the only main­
line denomination whose
under-30 membership
matches the percentage of
under-30-year-old persons
in the US population. It also
reported that while church
members make up 2% of
the population, 2% of those
surveyed in the poll who
had been invited toachurch
had been invited to join a
Disciples congregation.

Christians In Nepal pa­
raded through the streets
of the capital Kathmandu
on Easter Sunday and now
there are hopes for an end
to persecution. The new
interim Prime Minister,
Krishna Prasad Bhattarai,
has promised Christian
leaders there will soon be
official freedom of relig­
ion in Nepal. In 1960 the
church In Nepal had about
25 members. Today It has 

The East German evangeli­
cal pastor, UweHolmer,has
received about 2,000 let­
ters and 2 bomb threats
during the time he gave
refuge to the deposed
Communist leader Erich
Honecker and his wife
Margot. About half of the
letters criticised Holmer's
act of hospitality.

There are nearly 15 mil­
lion refugees, according
to the United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees, up from 14
million a year ago.

Baptists in Moscow booked
the Olympic Stadium for 3
days over Easter for an
ecumenical gathering with
foreign speakers, Christian
rock groups and local
preachers.

Researchers told the 1990
World Conference on
Tobacco and Health In
Perth that tobacco will kill
19,503 Australians this
year and cause 111,705
hospital admissions. Alco­
hol will kill 5,869 and cause
81,468 hospital admis­
sions. Illegal drugswill kill
50 and hospitalise 9,794.

One-third of all child deaths
occur in just 3 countries—
Bangladesh, India and Paki­
stan.

Blackmailers demanding
$325,000 have damaged
transmitters of the Chris­
tian short-wave radio
HC]B to show they mean
business. They have
threatened to shoot mis­
sionaries if the money Is
not handed over.

90% of Belgians over 40
years of age do not posses a
Bible, according to Rev.
Richard Haverkamp from
Ghent.

Worldwide, diarrhoea Is
the leading cause of child
mortality, killing an esti­
mated 4 million children
each year.

Children as young as 5 are
being abused in bizarre
satanicceremonies, accord­
ing to the British National
Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children. It
called in March for. govern­
ment and police action af­
ter 7 of its investigating
teams reported ritualistic
abuse.

The executive director of
the Australian Council for
Overseas Aid, Russell Rol-
lason, has been appointed
chairman of the Interna­
tional Council of Voluntary
Agencies, the world forum
for the largest non-govem-
ment aid and development
agencies.

Industrial restructuring
has been blamed for In­
creasing the workload of
industrial chaplains In
Adelaide, with religious
counsellors being Inun­
dated with calls from
worried workers.

A Brisbane District Court
judge has upheld a man's
right to reject women as
jurors on religious
grounds. The defendant
said it was man's God­
given right to judge and
to have women sitting on
the Jury panel would be
"an abomination of God"
and against his Christian
belief.

The United Bible Socie­
ties will launch Its largest-
over appeal to raise
money for Bibles. It Is aim­
ing to raise SUS58 million
over the next 4 years to
finance the production
and shipment of more
than 30 million scriptures
for the USSR and Central
and Eastern European
countries.

The Missouri State Senate
has refused permission for
the family of Nancy Cruzan
to remove the food and
water tubes that are keep­
ing her alive. Cruzan has
been in a vegetable state
since 1983, and her family
is seeking court approval to
end her life by starvation
and dehydration. The
state's lawmakers refused
to give their blessing to the
plan, saying it would
amount to state-sanctioned
euthanasia.

20 May
10.30 am
Speaker:

Dr Bill Tabbemee
Lunch to follow

Contact A. Camie
(03)671 6025

Caulfield
Church of Christ

70th Church
Anniversary

Evangelicals in East and
West Germany are the
first among churches and
Christian organisations to
set a date for their reuni­
fication. The boards of the
two Evangelical Alliances
decided unanimously at a
joint meeting to merge
within one year. They
represent more than 1
million Protestants from
mainline and free
churches.

CP can help with your travel arrangements to attend Federal Conference. We have ne­
gotiated special conference airfares and special bus rates. No matter what date you're
travelling—check with us for a very competitive rate!

Christian fundamentalist
schools and independent
schools with no church or
religious links have become
the fastest-growing ele­
ments in South Australian
education, according to a
Flinders University senior
lecturer in education. He
said: "A few years ago fun­
damentalist parents didn't
want to send their children
to a school like that be­
cause they were confident
that a government school
would not do anything
against their beliefs. But a
large number nowconsider
that government schools
are hostile rather than neu­
tral towards their beliefs."

an estimated 50,000 In a
populatlonof 18.5 million.

In Victoria the AFES Gradu­
ates and Friends are hold­
ing a weekend Bible study
with Bishop Dudley Foord
on 2 Timothy—"The Shap­
ing of a Christian Leader".
The weekend is being held
at Booth Lodge, Kallista,
18-20 May, and the cost is
$60 per person for the full
weekend. Children are at a
reduced rate. Details from
Mrs J. Quartel, 641 White­
horse Rd, MontAlbert 3127.
Phone (03) 898 5493.

The Lutheran Church in WA
has set a goal of increasing
its membership by 50% by
the year 2000. A Vision
2000 program also has the
goal of establishing 3 new
congregations. A goal for
the next 12 months is to
double the amount avail­
able for new mission proj­
ects.

80% of the diseases that
disable or kill people are
caused by dirty water and
Inadequate sanitation

Christian Projects
Paving the way for the future of the Churches of Christ in Australia

PO Box 140, Carlingford NSW 2118



tickets still
available
(limited seats left])

Oberammergau
Passion Play

Umieluding the Holy Land
5 September-8 October 1990

34-day tom
with

Dr Lew and Betty Bom
and Tom and Julie Ede

-'kvk Featuring -O-
vk The best of Europe -'k

# The unforgettable Passion Play &
-'k Greek stopover -'k

Detailed tour of Israel -t-
Singapore stopover -t-

For more information and brochures ring now toll free 008 07 4426

Inner Faith Travel specialises in individual travel arrangements and all group travel
to anywhere in the world
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Federal M<2ws

Federal Conference
Program

UmMme !S§ble Lecitees
at Federal Conference

The Queensland Federal
Conference '90 Arrangements
Committee have announced
the broad shape of the program
for the 43rd Federal Confer­
ence in Brisbane on S-l 4 Octo­
ber 1990.

The program will begin on
Monday, 8 October, and Tues­
day, 9 October, with the Con­
ference business. The conven­
tion side of Conference will be
held on Wednesday through to
Sunday, 10-14 October, and is
being combined with the
Queensland Annual State
Conference, which will hold its
business session on 13 Octo­
ber.

QCWF and ACWF will hold
their meetings on 11 October.

A youth program, called
"The Hot Spot", will be held on
Saturday, 13 October, in con­
junction with the conference. A
special primary school
children's program will be held
to provide for "Adventures in
the City". This will involve
visits to the Myer Centre, City
Hall tower, river ferry cruises
etc. Infants can be cared for in
the Occasional Care Centre in
the City Hall or the Churches
of Christ Kiah Occasional Care
Centre at Centenary.

The Wednesday to Friday
program will provide for elec­
tive workshops and seminars
on a wide range of subjects.

On Wednesday evening the
Presidents' Reception will be
held. All state conference presi-

Christian Projects is negoti­
ating special fares for travellers
to the Federal Conference in
October.

The Ministers' Conference
will be held at Camp Cal, Cal-
oundra, 4-6 October, and the
business sessions will com­
mence in Brisbane on 8 Octo­
ber.

Special fares will apply for
air travel and for those who
wish to travel by bus to the 

dents and CWF presidents will
be invited to co-host the recep­
tion.

The theme for the Thursday
evening program will be "Now
Is the TimeTo Serve the Lord in
Mission" and on Friday eve­
ning "NowIstheTimeToServe
the Lord for the Future", while
the Saturday afternoon and
evening program will involve
the youth in "The Hot Spot". A
great worship celebration is
planned for Sunday morning
in City Hall with the Confer­
ence theme, "Now Is the Time
To Serve the Lord".

Provision is being made for
about 10 trade displays of in­
terest to the churches together
with departmental and other
display booths. There are only
a few display areas still avail­
able so interested peopleshould
write immediately.

National Ministers' and
Spouses' Seminar is planned
for 4-6 October, at Camp Cal,
Caloundra. As this seminar
coincides with the annual
Queensland Ministers' Seminar
there is likely to be a limitation
to the number of places avail­
able—probably 200.

A d ay a nd eveni ng local tours
program is being organised to
the Sunshine Coast, Gold Coast,
Toowoomba, Dreamworld,
Seaworld, the City and City
lights. A post-conference tour
to North Queensland is also
being planned.

Register now!

Conference. Bookings and in­
quiries are being handled by
Marilyn Smith at the CP office
in Sydney. Phone 008 242 904
for details.

A post-conference trip is also
being organised to Cairns.
Watch for details with your
conference registration kit.

As the Federal Conference
travel agents, CP is the only
source for special conference
fares. Don't miss out!

The Arrangements Commit­
tee for Federal Confcrencehave
announced that there is to be a
new feature at Federal Confer­
ence this year—a lunchtime
Bible lecture. Dr Ronald Gra­
ham is to be the lecturer.

Working on the theme of
"Now Is the Time To Serve the
Lord", Professor Graham has
chosen to lead a study on Gala­
tians.

Dr Graham is an Australian
who is Professor Emeritus of
New Testament at Lexington
Theological Seminary, USA. He
had taught New Testament at
Drake University Divinity
School before moving to Lex­
ington.

Ted Keating, senior minis­
ter of the Nunawading, Vic,
church, is the preacher for the
Worship Celebration in Bris­
bane City Hall on Sunday, 14
October.

Bruce Armstrong, senior
minister of the Margaret,
Toowoomba, Qld, church, is
the preacher for the Friday
night rally on the theme "Now
Is the TimeTo Serve the Lord in
Opening up the Future".

On the Wednesday evening
there will be a Presidents' Re­
ception and on the Thursday
evening a launch the Overseas
Missions Board Centenary-
100 years since the sending of
the first overseas missionary.

Federal Conference Travel
Arrangements
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Two projects are under way
for the "visuals" of the 1991
World Council of Churches
Assembly. One is the proposed
1,000-patches wall hanging,
prepared by Christians Austra­
lia wide. Patches will be dis­
tributed to delegates at the
conclusion of the Assembly.

The second project is the
preparation of 9 m banners by

Aboriginal communities from
around Australia expressing
their spirituality. These banners
will hangin the plenary hall as
a part of the overall concept of
decoration for the Assembly.

Margaret Gambold and
Susan Daily visited Bathurst
Island and Darwin to conduct
workshops for these projects.
On a hot tropical evening

Painting by Francis Xavier Puruntatameri at Bathurst Island
during the Workshop

GUARANTEED USED CARS Jy

658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to “trade in" let TED
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long

experience in the trade
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW—TELL YOUR FRIENDS lmct4376

Bathurst Islanders employed
their unique skills in preparing
patches, with exciting results.

In Darwin the women of the
Women's Studies Centre at
Nungalinya Theological Col­
lege prepared patches with
deeply personal tribal signifi­
cance and a 9 m banner reflect­
ing the geographic and tribal
areas from which they come.

During this busy year of
preparation for 1991 Assembly,
the "visuals" workshops con­
firm that art speaks all lan­
guages and crosses all cultural
barriers, uniting Australians in
a common wish to express an
inner spirituality as a means of
worshipping our God.

Australian Visitors at the
Assembly

You could have an opportu­
nity to participate in the World
Council of Churches Assembly
in Canberra, February 1991.
Only a few Australians can be
actual delegates but 700 Aus­
tralians can participate as part
of the Accredited Visitors'Pro-
ooooooooooooooo 

gram. Another 500 overseas
visitors will make up the full
contingent for the Visitors'
Program.

Participants in the Accred­
ited Visitors' Program will join
Assemblydelegatesin worship
each morning, attend plenary
sessions and have access to the
Assembly documents.

In addition, they will have
their own program of Bible I
studies, workshops and speak­
ers' series, drawing on the re- |
source people available at the j
Assembly.

Places have been set aside in
the program for special inter­
est groups. These include
people with disabilities and •
their carers, Aboriginals and I
people from different ethnic ■
groups.

The program fee is 5280 and I
reasonably priced accommoda­
tion is available for visitors.
Applications for the Visitors'
Program are available from the
WCC Assembly Office, PO Box
C199, Clarence Street, Sydney
2000. Phone (02) 29 2215.

1 i
ooooooeooooooooo

• IAN F. KNIGHT, llb, scom

o

o REGISTERED TAX AGENT
° Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates and Wills,
o Taxation, Personal Injuries,
o Business and Company Law
° 10 Best Street 48 Madigan Drive
o North Fitzroy 3068 Glen Waverley 3150
° Phone (03) 481 0854 Phone (03) 561 5879

Providing a relocation service
in real estate
across Australia and
New Zealand

offering
• on the spot home loans
• building & mortage T.L. insurance
• valuations, free appraisals
• auctions
• property management
PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL
AND PERSONAL SERVICE

WOON & QUIN PTY LTD

V^-Prtfesslonals]

Licensed Agents, mrei Dean Sander
311 Unley Rd, Malvern 5061
Office (08) 373 1044; Fax (08) 373 1672; A.H. (08) 377 0371
“Real Estate Professionals—Unley”
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Classifieds

RUBY WEDDINGS
GREEN—CHAPPLE Francis William
and Olive Anne. Announcing the
anniversary of their marriage on 13
May 1950 at the Mile End Church
of Christ, Adelaide, SA, Will Marshall
officiated. Our loving wishes to you
from Bruce and Karen and Bev,
Graham and family.
ROBINSON—COOPER Trevor and
Iris have much pleasure in announc­
ing the 40th anniversary of their
wedding on 6 May 1950 at the
Dandenong Church of Christ. The
late Fred Youens conducted the
service. Address: 6 Octavia Court,
Burwood 3125.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

SHERRIFF—MARSHMAN Cliff and
Vina were married on 27 April 1940
at Horsham Church of Christ by
C.W. Jackel. Love and congratula­
tions from Ivan and Judy, Ken and
Laureen, Dawn and Doug and their
families.

DEATHS

BRYCE, Geoffery David, on 4.4.90
at Chelsea Hospital. Loved and
loving husband of Lena, brother of
Ruth and Glenda. Sadly missed.
MICHAEL, Ron. On 12 April at
SCGH Perth. Loved father of Mar­
garet and John Somerville, gran­
dad of Kevin and Angie, Robyn and
Susan. 57 Ventnor St, Scarborough
6019.

IN MEMORIAM

MURNANE Cherished memories
of Jack, passed away 11.5.73. Dearly
loved husband, father and grand­
father. Aimee and family.

Moving to
Melbourne?
You are welcome
at the Richmond Church of Christ
cnr Coppin and Murphy Streets
Morning service 11 am
(03)428 4 844

Baiook
is a tiny unspoilt hamlet sur­

rounded by the unique
Tarra-Bulga National Park,
two and a half hours from

Melbourne
Central heating

Log fires
Transport from Traralgon

station by arrangement
Fem Valley

Guest House
RMB 7565, Baiook 3971

Phone (051) 96 6141

RIDE REQUIRED
MELBOURNE TO MILDURA Eld­
erly lady would like a lift from Mel­
bourne to Mildura for centenary
Celebrations in June. Please con­
tact Mrs Trembath, 56 Redwood
Village, Kingston, Tas 7050, or ring
Gwenda Winkler (03) 560 0294.

TO LET
WARRANDYTE House. 2 BR Suit
married couple. No pets. $ 125 pw.
Phone (03) 844 2721.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 10-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write PO Box 65, St Agnes
5097.

BUILDERS

IAN & LA. McDonald Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations—
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.

HOLIDAYS
SORRENTO 2 Flats, hold 7 each.
Centre of town. Visit Point Nepean
National Park winter or summer.
Reasonable rates. Agent Johnston
(059) 84 2266.
GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modern FSC 2-BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dent owners. Phone (053) 56 6300.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST
Absolute waterfront unit Runaway
Bay, Broadwater. Peaceful area.
Delightful views. Available privately.
Only 45 minutes to Brisbane. Very
reasonable rates. Enquiries: Len
Brooks, 118 Wilgarning Street,
Stafford Heights 4053. Phone (07)
359 7227.
MACALISTERLODGEForyournext
family or group weekend enjoy true
Australian nature at its finest. Situ­
ated at Lake Glenmaggie, Central
Gippsland, bordering the high
country wilderness. Michelle and
Dave Sanders cater for groups
ranging from families to youth or
senior citizens. You can enjoy many
of our organised sport or bush
activities or just doyour own thing.
Groups of 8-15 people. Friday
evening to Sunday evening 580 all
inclusiveofaccommodation, meals.
Includes transport to and from if
required. Please do not hesitate to
contact us for further information
on (03) 786 6001 (AH).
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house.
Excellent position, close to front
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms.
Modernised. 5200 p.w., 5250
school holidays (not Christ­
mas-January). C.R. Brough (03) 808
2815

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
JUNE DOSTER Is Associate Regional Minister,
Christian Church, In Georgia, USA, with special
responsibles In adult groups, evangelism and
Christian Women's Fellowship. She is a trainer for
National Evangelistic Association programs,
conduced a workshop In Evangelism at the
National Evangelism Workshop for Disciples of
Christ in St Louis, and co-ordinated a regional
evangelism program In Georgia reversing a thirty-
year decline. June has conducted workshops on
•Helping CWF Grow* and wHI present elective
sessions on 'Ministry and Women in the 1990s'.
June is married to Harold, a Disdpies cl Christ
minister. They have four adult children.

Statewide
Evangelism
Conference

9-11 June 1990

ELECTIVES
The World of Women in the 1990s; Admnistering
and Building a Growing Church; Evangelism with
Young People; New D^ocSons for Leaders in
Sma'ler Churches; Issues for the Newer Congrega­
tion; Leadership Development in Women's ktnisry;
Building the Leadership Team; Evangelism In the
Subculuro; Issues for Leaders of Middle-Sized
Churches; Worship in he Evangelistic Church;
Program Directions; New Groups and Resources
for Women's Ministry; The Local Church and
Churches of Christ—Issues and Chalenges;
Implementing an Evangefism Program; McWising
Volunteers; Using Small Groups for Evangelism

COST
Full Opbon 1 £36 (no mMH proved)

Opton 2 S4S (basket lunches pro/xW)
Dty £13pwd«y(nomei!»prov<ted)

$17 per diy (baiket iircnes provded)

WARMBRUNN LECTURE sue* iti J«.’■«' P"
■The Doctrinal Fcrjndatons of Our Evangelists

for fie who to wangetvn conference.

Fa further Information please contact
Don Smiti or Ian Tippet (03) 662 2377

Eleanor Robots (03) 874 5510 ,-,™u awn
CHURCHES OF CHRIST DEPARTMENT OF MISSION EDUCATION AND

DEVELOPMENT AND THE CHRISTIAN WOMENS FELLOWSHIP

Glen Waverley
Church of Christ
46 Montclair
Avenue
Glen Waverley

Dr Golden Moyes, SupainttndenL Wesloy Cental

mX h SyTwsinw 1979. Author ofrtmarous

four chddren. .
You mavaM MWvew h«"
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Montrose Moves Ahead]
The church at Montrose, Vic,

has been experiencing signifi­
cant growth over the past few
years. They are also aware of
the need, highlighted by the
Church Growth philosophy, to
develop strategies to enable
new people to be successfully
incorporated into the total life
of the church. Over the past
20-30 years the Church Growth
movement has brought valu­
able insights into focus within
many churches. There has,
however, been a certain degree
of resistance to the strategies
put forward. Nowadays the
focus is directed more towards
the fulfilment of the "great
commission".

With this in mind it became
apparent that an atmosphere
where existing and potential
members are encouraged to
develop a greater capacity for
mutual nurturing and spiritual
growth would not only enhance
the life of church members, but
would also touch the lives in a
positive way of those still out­
side the church .

It was agreed that for the
goals to be achieved in an or­
derly fashion, an evaluation of
the existing leadership struc­
tures was needed.

A committee was set up to
review the existing leadership
structures, to have a fresh look 

at scriptural principles, to ex­
amine other church structures
and report back.

Thiscommitteeundertookan
extensive research assignment
in churches throughout Aus­
tralia. They canvassed thoughts
from members of Montrose,
attended a six-week series on
church leadership conducted
by the Churches of ChristTheo-
logical College and, in June
1989, presented their final re­
port and recommendations.

A new constitution was put
to the church and overwhelm­
ingly adopted. A new leader­
ship team has been formed—a
council of elders, at present
seven, elected by the church,
together with the minister(s).
This team has overall responsi­
bility for spiritual guidance and
the general oversight of pas­
toral care, church policy and
strategic planning.

The total implementation of
policy and plans is entrusted to
a numberof small, autonomous
groups known as key area
committees. With the exception
of the administration key area
all the committees are headed
by a deacon elected on the basis
of gifts in the area. Key areas
include Christian education,
pastoral care, family fellow­
ship, worship and music and
outreach and mission.

New (DSscojpDes

Three young men, Ran Tao,
Li Huan Zhong, and Jian-Guo
Ye (back row), are new dis­
ciples baptised at the Vietnam­
ese church, Richmond, Vic, on
8 April, following a period of
instruction by the minister,
Nathan Nhan (second from
right). These young men are all
from China and have been
evangelised by the church
through its special outreach
ministry. The Vietnamese
church is sponsoring this Chi­
nese outreach through their
minister, who is fluent in both
Vietnamese and Chinese lan­
guages. Thanh Chao Pham
(front), whose family are part
of the Vietnamese congrega­

tion, was also baptised. At the
Easter services on the follow­
ing weekend the services were
crowded with members, visi­
tors and enquirers. Further
commitments were madeat this
service. Nathan Nhan will be
ordained to the ministry of
Churches of Christ, having
previously graduated from the
Bible College of Victoria and
more recently completing ad­
ditional study at the Churches
of Christ Theological College,
Mulgrave. His wife, Esther is
working to help support him in
his ministry. The Vic-Tas De­
partment of Mission, Educa­
tion and Development assists
the church with a subsidy.

at UC-Churches off Christ ServiceU50 Catholics
Some 150 Roman Catholics

swelled the ranks of the usual
Uniting Church-Churches of
Christ congregation to fill Gar-
trell, SA, church to capacity at
the 10 am Sunday service on 29
April in the Adelaide suburb of
Rose Park.

It was an ecumenical wor­
ship gathering arranged as a
preliminary to the 1990-1991
Year of Ecumenical Sharing
leading up to the seventh As­
sembly of the World Council of
Churches in Canberra (7-20
February 1991). The visitors
came mainly from the Dulwich-
Burnside RC parish, plus offi­
cial representatives from ecu­
menical and Uniting Church
groups.

A Catholic lady read the first
Bible lesson, and Gloria Bills
(UC) the second. UC student
minister Peter Wilson led the
approach to worship. Roger
Brown, Churches of Christ
minister in the Dulwich/Rose
Park United Parish, handled the
"focus for children". The Rev.
Rob Williams (UC) was
preacher for the occasion.

After the worship service
ended a short discussion ses­
sion was held with Kevin J.
Flynn, a leading Roman Catho­
lic layman, as spokesman for
his church. He dealt with is­
sues on which non-Cathohcs
question Catholic beliefs and
practices. He spoke first of the
objection raised to Catholics

"worshipping" the Virgin
Mary.

Mr Flynn said: "No well-
instructed Catholic worships
Mary. We regard her as a pre­
eminent saint. We venerate her.
You may have some difficulty
in your minds over prayers
being addressed to Holy Mary,
Mother of God. But Catholics
believe we have a relationship
with the saints in Heaven, in­
cluding Mary, as well as those
on earth.

"We believe we can pray to
Mary asking her help in asking
her Son to do something for
us."

The use of the rosary—pray­
ing by 50 or 100 beads—was
another matter with which non­

Catholics did not agree. The
practice had slipped somewhat
in popularity, but the rosary
was primarily device to count
how many prayers were to be
said.

Onequestionaskcd wasw’hat
importance was attached to the
givingof thelast rites. Mr Flynn
replied that the church re­
garded this sacrament as of
great importance. "How effec­
tive it is depends on the state of
mind of the dying person," he
added. "If a person were dying
in a state that rejected Christ,
the blessing by the priest would
do nothing. It depends on the
disposition of the person re­
ceiving the blessing."

—AJ. Ludbrook
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World Go Round

by Don Smith

fl Ctart flBC

T
3 he Book of Proverbs is
agreat sourceof wisdom,
humour and homespun

truth. On the issues of plan­
ning ahead or not doing so our
century has produced its own
share of wisdom with com­
ments like—"The future never
just happened, it was always
created in the minds of men
and women." Or Page Smith's
dictum—"The leader with a
system, however inadequate it
may ultimately turn out to be,
is at a vast advantage over a
systemless rival however bril­
liant." These sayings strike at
the core of church life where
the prevailing mood can be to
let things happen or merely
respond to issues as they
emerge. Volunteer groups are
especially vulnerable to this
danger.

Alien View
Such a view of life is alien to

the great leaders of the Bible.
Moses, David, Nehemiah and
Paul are examples of leaders
with a clear mind and a stead­
fast commitment to a plan. Je­
sus himself becomes the ulti­
mate example. An assessment
of developing churches of any
size will show clearly that those
that make progress have a
leader with vision and a plan.
The leadership and personal­
ity styles will vary greatly, but
the ingredients are always
there—a vision, a plan and a
sacrificial commitment to the
task. For the minister or church
leader interested in these is­
sues, there is a considerable
body of research available on
issues of leadership as it relates
to church size and program
directions. For me, Lyle Schal­
ler is the great exponent on
these matters. He is practical
and easy to read. In plain terms,
the issues for any leader are:
where are we? where do we
want to go? how do we get
there? who will drive? and what
will it cost? All this can be said
much more elaborately and 

each point made the subject of
considerable thinking and talk­
ing. How you handle this mat­
ter is determined by your situ­
ation. In the end, a good work­
ing rule is to keep it simple,
although the leader may spend
considerable time on investi­
gation and analysis.

Starting Off
The minister, as leader, will

start off in thought, analysis, |
reflection and prayer. Driving
around your area, talking with
people, sharing in groups, will
all provide stimulus and ideas.
It is good to share these with
co-workers, both to test the
ideas and to widen your sup­
port base. Most of us are prone
to impatience. The statement
about patience being a virtue is
actually true! In these brief
comments I have not consid­
ered the possibility of a minis­
ter havingno plans. Sometimes
I hear vague plans. Schaller
pleads for a rigourous analy­
sis. I warm to his questioning
about what's not getting done,
which causes no current pain,
but creates a situation in five
years time for which thechurch
pays a great price. His reply
touches four basic areas for any
church. The areas are: poor as­
similation processes, no expan­
sion of groups or adequate
leader development and, fi­
nally, no action plan forgrowth.
Failure in these areas eats away
at long-term viability for any
congregation. How is it with
your planning?

• Don Smith is Executive Director
of the Vic-Tas Churches of Christ
Department of Mission, Educa­
tion and Development.

Edited by Brian White, Field
Director of the Vic-Tas De­
partment of Mission, Educa­
tion and Development and
the Federal Board of Christian
Education.

ockdale is located only
a few kilometres from
where Cook first

land edin Australia. It isa well-
established inner suburb of
Sydney, NSW. In an area com­
monly known as St George,
Rockdale is part of a munici­
pality that extends over twelve
suburbs on the western shores
of Botany Bay, from Tempeand
St Peters in the north, south to
Sylvania and west toBexley.

The Rockdale and district
church is central to these sub­
urbs and has been in existence
for 103 years. In such a large
area you might imagine a large,
vibrant and active congrega­
tion, however only the latter
two are true. In the past the
church had a membership of
up to 200, producingmany who
took up the challenge of full-
time service. But over the past
20 years the church has had a
dramatic decline in member­
ship. There were two basic
reasons for this, one external,
the other internal. In this pe­
riod Rockdale has seen a large
influx of people from overseas,
including people from 26 dif­
ferent nationalities. These new
members of the community
have brought their own relig­
ions, the most prominent being
Islam, which is exceedingly
strong in the area. The other
reason for the decline in mem­
bership was as a result of con­
frontations between different
individuals within the fellow­
ship. Many people left disillu­
sioned and hurt. Divisiveness
can destroy relationships and
the church's witness to the
community. But there is also
hope for those who have been
through such situations. As a
result of what has happened
some are taking up the chal­
lenge to serve the community
more and others are continu­
ing faithfully, regardless. The
combined membership and 

others who meet at Rockdale is
now 43 plus 29.

There are two services each
week, morning worship at 10.30
am and a new evening Body
Life service at 6.30 pm. Other
activities of the church include
home groups, a CWF and a
bookshop.

The minister at Rockdale is
Brendon Workman, who only
commenced this year, assisted
by Steve Kearns, a 5th year stu­

dent from Carlingford college,
who helps with preaching, visi­
tation and youth work. Bren­
don is a graduate of Kenmore,
married with fourchildren, and
hasbeen in ministry since 1987.
He came to Rockdale from the
Leichhardt, Qld, church. Hehas
been involved and committing
himself to working with indi­
viduals within the congrega­
tion to minister and to evangel­
ise.

The Rockdale community
lends itself to person-to-person
activity. Contacts are created
by different activities, such as
an Old Timers group, youth
and Sunday school programs
and general visitors to the
church. Seminars on such mat­
ters as financial and family
management will build a com­
munity awarenessof thechurch
as caring. The church has en­
dorsed this concept.

It is hoped that all members
will see themselves as minis­
ters and use their unique gifts
to serve the community so the
church can once again be a
large, vibrant church. The Rock-
dale church has a willingness
to stop mourning about what
has happened and to mission
toahurtingcommunity.Justas
Mary when she saw the risen
Lord changed her mourning
into joy, telling others what she
had seen, Rockdale is willing
to take up the challenge in a
practical way and from another
humble beginning.
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