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Hove we lost the zeal with which our movement began!
Is It too late for us to renew our responsibility as post.
resurrection disciples to tell the good news that Christ llves1
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by Harold Watkins

D
t is Easter evening as I write this. The
day was filled with joyful moments—
attending Sunday School with a sup-

portive group of Christian friends; cele-
brating communion with our family and
our larger "faith family" during worship,
and, dining together with our daughter
and her family, sharing the special hugs
and thank you smiles from granddaugh­
ters. Finally, a long-distance call to my 93-
year-old mother who, together with my
deceased father, led me to Christ 52 years
ago. As the day winds to a close and the
joyfulmoments,richremembrancesofpast
Easters and the recognition of hope that
this day brings to so many begins to fade
away, I struggle once again with the recur­
ring question that has burdened me over
the past few years. Namely, do the Dis­
ciples, the Christian Church, the Churches
of Christ, really believe in the Resurrec­
tion?

We, of course, all say that we do believe
in it; and especially is that stated over and
over again in our churches on Easter Sun­
day. But the living out of that is where it
becomes less clear!

Prior to the resurrection, after he had
performed miracles and healings, Jesus
asked Peter the critical question: "...who
do you say that I am?" To which came the
immortal words: "You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God." Shortly thereafter,

Matthew 16:20, it is recorded that Jesus
...charged the disciples to tell no-one that

he was the Christ."
Following the resurrection, when he

appeared to the disciples in Galilee, it is
recorded in Matthew 28:18-20: "He told
his disciples...go and make disciples in all
the nations...teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you; and lo, 1 am
with you always, to the close of the age "

Given the reported statistics of our con-
Sd°ns ln mi°St places worldwide, it
J ap,pear that we are content to fol-

PrO'resurrection admonition-
vSu k n° °ne!" We havc done that
well and thus, in recent years we have not
S andwffC people-That is a sta-
tisticai and well-known fact.

Have we lost the zeal with which our
movement began? Is it too late for us to

Christ liv£? the S°od news that

The time is now at hand for us to resolve
that we will no longer keep the message
quiet or as a secret but will celebrate Easter
daily by expressing publicly—as evangel­
ists—that we, as members of Disciples
Christian Church, and Churches of Christ
congregations believe in the resurrected
Jesus as the hope of the world!

See you in Long Beach, 5-9 August 1992
to celebrate the Risen Lord!

0 Harold R. Watkins is
President of the World
Convention of Churc­
hes of Christ. He is also
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international head­
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lis, Indiana.
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Hewas ordained into theministryat Wauseon,
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Tucson, Arizona, and Tuscaloosa, Alabama.
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non-architect to religious art and archite ■
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Baptism Sira ©g@aira0o.
On 11 February a bap­

tism took place at wind­
swept Mundy's beach,
Mentone, Vic. More than
100 gathered to witness the
baptism of Steve Jackson,
a young father.

Steve, his wife Anne and
three sons have been wor­
shipping with the Chelten­
ham church for close on a
year. They had been ac­
tively associated with
churches in the UK and

Cerald Rose and Steve Jackson at
Mundy's Beach

Canberra.
Steve requested baptism

in the ocean so it was de­
cided to conduct the service on
the same beach that the first
services ofbelievers immersion
were conducted by our
churches in the area.

It is recorded that a group
were baptised at Mundy's
beach in the late 1850s by
W. Judd.

On that occasion a horse and
dray were driven into the wa-

ter to allow those to be im­
mersed to enter and leave the
water with decorum. That part
of the procedure was not cop­
ied—instead senior minister
Gerald Rose and Steve waded
into the ocean and Steve then
knelt for his baptism.

Steve has since commenced
part-time studies at CCTC,
Mulgrave.

000arad Sira fthe Swimming
Pool

These were held at Stan well
Tops, NSW.

Ten were baptised in April
and four in May.

The atmosphere was cold
and damp but hearts were
warm at three recent baptismal
services in a swimming pool.

Graeme Rattan (left) and Timothy Hall, minister (right)
baptising one of the candidates

° A Donkey in Church

Mm Sunday at Hawthorn
The Hawthorn, SA, church

was packed as the 70 teachers
and children entered singing
"Hosanna! Hosanna!" followed
by the kindergarten children
dressed as the disciples. Then it
happened: in came Mark
McKay astride a large Jerusa­
lem donkey, which went
straight down the centre aisle,
up past the pulpit and com­
munion table and out the back
door.

A donkey in church at Haw­
thorn!

Jo-anne Lawry sang "He
Rode on a Donkey" and Tim

Way read the Bible story of the
entry into Jerusalem. Some of
the children lead in special
prayers that they and their
classes had written. Hannah
Flight read the scripture intro­
ducing communion.

Ron Hewitt spoke about the
significance of the special day
and the Sunday School con­
cluded the service with the
victory song "He Is Alive".

The joy and message of the
morning remained as the
church shared hot cross buns
at morning tea with the special
guest—a donkey.

Nolt Juflsft sum Ordinary WaQEkS

The cross being carried through Corroboree Park

The place was ordinary
enough, a small grassed park
with trees and shrubs, and the
people were ordinary, too, if
they will pardon my saying so.
But what they did was out of
the ordinary. On Good Friday,
a small group of the Ainslie,
ACT,churchcongregationtook I
"A Walk with the Cross" in !
Corroboree Park, just near the j
church. One man carried the 6 j
ft high cross and led the way. j
He paused and set down his [
burden and at each of his six j
stops there was a Bible read­

ing, a responsive reading and a
hymn.

The group was small, per­
haps as small as the cluster of
Jesus' family and disciples who
dared be at the foot of thecross.
That day the crowds passed by
heedlessly. This Good Friday
in the park life went on around
as usual, children played on
the swings and magpies car­
olled. But those who took part
made again a public celebra­
tion of what was originally a
very public event.

—Mary Goldberg
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Prize

James Pearce, ministerof the
Strathmore, Vic, church, has
been awarded theField CPrize
for his work in the discipline of
church history. This prize is
given to the student with the
highest marks in that discipline
at the constituent colleges of
the Evangelical Theological
Association—CCTC and
Whitley College.

James also won the prize last
year, the first year it had been
awarded. He is currently study­
ing for an honours degree in
church history with CCTC.

L. C. F. Higgins

Chartered
Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

Have you thought of helping

“The Australian Christian”
In its ministry among
Churches o! Christ?

Why not Include us In your will?
The following wording could be used
in your will:
I give and bequeath $......(or a
percentage of the total estate) to
“The Australian Christian", the na­
tional journal of Churches of Christ
In Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and tes­
tamentary expenses.
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Allans and Irises Celebrate
Ogd Adelaide

Family and friends gathered
at his Nailsworth, SA, home to
share in the birthday anniver­
sary of Ron Saunders, wartime
missionary in the New Hebr­
ides (Vanuatu). At 70 years of
age he was joined by some of
the students of the College of

the Bible at Glen Iris in the
1940s. Ron, after his many
ministries, arranged the cere­
monies for the centenary of the
South Australian Temperance
Alliance and had final minis­
tries at Ulverstone, Tas, and
Salisbury East, SA.

Left to right: Alice Saunders, John Baker, Ron Saunders,
Ron Holmes and Dorothy and Ted Heard

Ministry Doiwaster
At the end of this July, Dr

Lew Born concludes his five-
year ministry at Doncaster, Vic.
He and Betty will be moving
back to Queensland, where
they will begin a ministry at the
Redcliffe Uniting Church. 

Alison Pitt, a recent gradu­
ate from CCTC, commenced
ministry at Doncaster last Feb­
ruary, and her special area of
ministry is with youth.

Next year Paul Cameron will
join the ministry team.

The Australian Christian

IBapthm

at the East Keilor, Vic, church
took place when Gavin Bea­
sley followed his Lord through
the waters of baptism after
making his commitment ear­
lier in the month. Members of
the church, family and friends
were thrilled to witness Gavin 
bcingbaptised by minister Ron
Schepis. Gavin's parents took
an active part in the service:
Lynette read a Bible reading
and Tony led in prayer. Gavin
was welcomed into member-
shipand presented withaBible
and a discipleship manual.

PiCodo
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Mew Developments ait
Midway Point

(Graeme G-fliuish to Mew
Hobart Work

Tim Jacobson positions a large section of flooring into
place on the new Midway Point church site

With joint sponsorship from
theVic-TasDMEDandthe Col­
lins Street, Hobart, Tas,
church, progress isbeing made
on the establishment of a new
church at Midway Point, an
outer easternsuburb of Hobart.

With the recent purchase of a
building suitable for relocation
and the appointment of Car­
lingford graduate student,
Craig Humphris, to a part-time
ministry beginning early 1991,
the young Church is excited for
the future growth.

The project is part of a wider
development strategy that in-

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Hostel Suites

PHONE (03) 786 8679
Waiting List Now Open 

cludesnew house churches at
Kingston-Blackman's Bay and
Berriedale.

Following a successful lay
part-time ministry by Collins
Street Elder, Errol Gilbert, the
Hobart churches have contin­
ued to supply leadership assis­
tance and pastoral oversight to
the Midway Point church of
15-20 average attenders.

Currently the building is
being relocated to a site leased
from the local council. Being in
a high-profile position on the
main road, and in an area that
is becoming the housing
growth area of Hobart, the
church's future is exciting.

As one Midway Point mem­
ber puts it: 'This is the begin­
ning of something big."

—Jeff Weston
and Don Smith, DMED

Caroline and Chris
Humphris

Recent strong growth in the
Collins Street, Hobart, Tas,
church has led to the need to
appoint more ministry staff.
This has been despite the trend
of a decreasing population
growth in Tasmania.

Youth ministry is seen as a
priority growth area for the
church's work in Hobart. In
light of this, the church has
appointed Graeme Hush to the
new position of full-time youth
worker.

Graeme and his fiancee, Ed­
wina, will relocate to Hobart
following their marriage in late
June this year. Although
Graeme's ministry will be pri­
marily to the Hobart area, it is
envisaged he will still be avail­

able for some ministry consul­
tations and special programs
to the wider Church.

With overcrowding in wor­
ship services, the church has
also decided as a temporary
measure to move into multiple
morning services.

A new complex is being
sought to accommodate not
only the present needs, but also
those of the future.

The building at 184 Collins
Street is currently on the mar­
ket.

With the appointment of
Graeme and developments of
the new workat Midway Point,
Hobart is an exciting growth
area of ministry.

—Jeff Weston

Collins Street minister, Jeff Weston, welcomes Graeme
Hush and his fiancee, Edwina, on their appointment to the
Collins Street church

FRIENDS OF
YORK STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST

BALLARAT
are invited to

THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEW CHAPEL
to be held

SUNDAY, 1 JULY 1990
10.30 am Official Opening

11 am Worship, followed by fellowship
luncheon

7 pm Gospel Service

RSVP Ministers
18 June Jim Cunningham
Church Office Gary Berry
410 York Street
Ballarat 3350
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Centenary River Cruise

CFA Scholarships

26 May1990
The Australian Christian

The Saturday afternoon of
the WA Conference weekend
was chosen by the Christian
Welfare Centre for its contri­
bution to the Centenary Cele­
brations. The Avis Party Boat
was booked for a river cruise, a
band was engaged to entertain
the crowds, and much food was
prepared. All that was then
needed was a perfect day—we
almost got it.

Perth's autumn can be glori­
ous, and 7 April was one out of
the bag. It was 25°, the sky was
clear and the river was calm.
Then there was the fine com­
pany. Nearly 70 were able to sit 

Last year, it was decided to
close the operation of the Chris­
tian Fellowship Association in
WA. However, there was a
significant amount of money
that was designated for the
CFA, and it was felt important
that those funds should not
simply revert to the general
fund of the Christian Welfare
Centre. So it was decided to re­
tain the lump sum to be avail­
able for interest-free loans when
needed but, more importantly,
it was decided to apply the
money earned in interest to

guest received a floral tribute
on arrival—a buttonhole for
men and a long-stemmed rose
for the women. Thanks were
expressed to Di Chiveil and
Merrawyn Hearndenand their
helpers fortheircapableorgani-
sation. Graham Lawrie com­
pered the dinner program and
together with his wife, Judith,
enjoyed the company of the
oldies. As a special treat forthe
Balaklava people, Keith and
Gwen Horne were invited as
guests of honour.

Everyone voted it a night to
remember and can recommend
it to other churches as a kindly
thank you gesture for those old
enough to have long memo­
ries, but never too old to be
sharing in the life of the church
family.

6 (202)

at including the
role of the minis­
ter, the leadership
of elders and dea­
cons, the manage­
ment of volunteers 

amination was
made of the per­
sonality of a par­
ticular church and
howitwaspossible
to change and the

reasons to implement change.
A very effective and positive

week concluded with a com­
bined Conference service at
Belconnen church. The music
was led by young people and
lan spoke on Christ in our
world.

at tables, talking, drinking and
enjoying each other's company,
while "God's Country" enter­
tained them with a blend of
country and gospel music. And,
as if these were not enough to
make it an altogether pleasant
trip, the navigator soon had the
boat in the midst of a glorious
fleet of racing yachts with spin­
nakers at full spread.

All who attended felt that as
a contribution to our Centen­
ary Celebrations here in WA, it
was a wonderful event inbring-
ing the people of our churches
together.

—John Clapp

How To Lead a Church
The Canberra

churches faced a
challenge for the
future when Ian
Allsop from the
Churches of Christ
Theological College
in Mulgrave, Vic,
led them in a Lead­
ership Seminar for
Laypersons at
Lyons church.

Over six sessions lan Allsopp
during 25-29 April
they explored how and why
churches behave the way they
do, how to enable the local
church to function better and
aspects of effective leadership
in different sizes and styles of

i churches.
I Practical areas were looked

Candles twinkled, silver |
shone and glasses gleamed as
guests arrived at the Balaklava,
SA, church Ed. Centre one Sat­
urday evening. The 40 guests
were the "over 55s" of the con­
gregation, who were being
feted by the younger ladies of
the church at a dinner party
worthy of any city restaurant
to honour the contribution
made to the church life by these
older members. A delicious
three-course hot meal was
served, and a variety of bub­
bling drinks were capably dis­
pensed by the waiter, Roger
Ingram. Musical items were
provided by pianist Yvonne
Webb and flautist, Sharon
McPharlin. Soft background
music was supplied by the
Colin Clark orchestra. Each 

658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to “trade in’ let TED
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long

experience in the trade
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW-TELL YOUR FRIENDS lWCT4L

provide some small scholar­
ships for the children of needy
families in our churches.

The CFA Scholarships were
awarded this year to Tammy
Taylorand Crystal Thompson
from the Collie church, David
Barker from the Foothills
church, and Ryan Steere from I
the Southern Hills church. ;
These young people are to be
congratulated, and it is our
hope that the assistance of the
scholarship will encourage
them to continue with their
schooling.

Gwen and Keith Horne and Graham and Judith Lawrie at
Balaklava

GUARANTEED USED CARS
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One of the most rewarding
things as a Christian is to be
able to fellowship with a group
"discovering" Christ. The joys
of finding new depths in God's
Word, and sharing the changes
as the Lord reaches in and rear­
ranges lives.

To watch the Lord at work is
mighty indeed!

Back in late 89 it was thought
that there was a need for some
sort of "youth" group in the
Townsville, Qld, church but
there was only one problem—
no youth! Or at least not enough
to start up instantly.

In response to the need, a
Monday night Bible study
group began praying in ear­
nest for young people to be
brought into the church fellow­
ship.

When this prayer was added
to the long-standing prayer of
the church for a youth group
and the fervent heartfelt
prayers of individuals... well­
things began to happen.

Today less than six months
down the track, two groups
have literally "popped up" and
continue to grow in line with
prayer support.

TTie older group consisted
originally of a couple of young
people from the church fellow­
ship, a couple of invited friends
and a contact through the Dou-
los visit.

As the weeks passed the
group swung into "topics"
(war, euthanasia, abortion etc.)
and the group grew and
changed in size and members.
19 young people have attended
meetings from all sorts of
church or non-church back­
grounds—high Anglican, char­
ismatic, Baptist, Catholic,
Churches of Christ, university
students, workers and school
students. Commitment to the
group is high and not a week
was missed through the
Christmas-New Year period—
and still the prayer support
continues.

—John and Bronwyn
Carrigy

Anzac Day 1990, the 75th
anniversary of the landing at
Gallipoli, was a day when Aus­
tralians everywhere remem­
bered. For 130 people associ­
ated with Churches of Christ in
Western Australia, Anzac Day
1990 was also an opportunity
for remembering, renewing
friendships and giving thanks
to God for a "sacred site" at
12-14 Lennard Street, Marm-
ion (previously known as
Watermans Bay).

From as far afield as Albany
in the south and Geraldton in
the north—and even Lorna
Gough (nee Seaby) from the
ACT—they gathered together
at the Kum Ba Yah Christian
Conference Centretoporeover
old photographs, re-read camp
magazines, compare balding

Retired Army Chaplain
RodneyTippett led a company
of Kenmore Christian College
faculty and students through
the suburban streets of Bris­
bane, Qld, in the early (3.15 am)
hours of Anzac Day. Sleepy
bodies were invigorated by
thoughts of the commemora­
tion of the 75th anniversary. In
a symbolic endeavour ourearly
morningadventurcre-lived the
excitement.

With the confidence of a
military leader. Chaplain Tip­
pett hurried his pedestrians
towards King George Square.
Our early arrival allowed him
to post us high above the dimly 

scalps and sing hymns and
songs from their youth.

Reflecting on the 1940s dec­
ade it was discovered that four
of the ladies, Muriel Ryles (nee
Beerling), Gwen Wortlehock
(nee Wells), Stella Walkington
(nee Seaby) and Violet
Marshall, had attended the first
"mixed" Christmas Youth
Camp at Watermans Bay in
1940-41.

Movie films reminded view­
ers of the worship times and
camp concerts in the HM mar­
quee, erecting the weather­
board and asbestos girls' dor­
mitory, "high jinks" on the
beach and across the road in
the bush, demolishing the
J. Rhodes Camp and opening
Kum Ba Yah. In her inimitable
manner, Barbara Prangnell 

(neeJohnstone) presented "An
Ode to Watermans Ba/' and
"An Ode to Merle" and had the
assembled campers of the 60s
era "rolling in the aisles" (well
almost!).

John Somerville, a previous
camper, camp leaderand chair­
man of the Youth and Chris­
tian Education Committee, led
the group in a prayer of thanks­
giving fori 2-14 Lennard Street.
The fact that Kum Ba Yah was
to continue as a Christian Con­
ference Centre was cause for
great rejoicing.

In their centenary year
Churches of Christ in W A were
encouraged to look forward to
the future and the building of
the new camping complex on
the beautiful 54 acres at Park­
erville in the Darling Ranges.

lit stage area on an elevated
walkway. The crowd increased
as hundreds, then thousands,
amassed. Military and civilian
dignitariesalighted from chau f-
feur-driven cars into the
media's bright lights.

A distant drum-roll echoed
down the corridor of skyscrap­
ers. Ears leaned as the drum­
beat grew louder and moved
toward the Flame of Remem­
brance. With humble dignity
elderly veterans shuffled their
march to lead the procession
into position. The drummer's
last beat rolled across the
crowd. The lights dimmed.

The bugler played those
famous notes of the last call
that famishes the soul. Silence

| thickly filled the air. Children
I stopped playing. Parents

stopped scowling. Smokers
stopped puffing. Cameramen
stopped moving.

Silence drew the crow to the
fields of Gallipoli... Normandy

j Beach...KokodaTrail...Guam...
1 Silence reigned supreme as
i imaginations raced across the
i battlefields.
■ (As an American, I envi-
' sioned Dale, my father, knee
I deep in the heat of machine

gun fire in New Guinea, the
I Philippines, Guam...).
‘ Those moments of silence

were indelibly imprinted on
| our minds as a memory of
I Anzac Day dawn 1990.

—Donald Spencer
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—Arnold Jago
(Mildura, Vic)

Overpopulation
To the Editor,

I've never been compared to
Scrooge before! Although my 

Letters are limited to
200 words

Inner-Link
To the Editor,

I am currently engaged in
setting up an international
organisation called "Inner-
Link" which I hope will be of
use to religious people of di­
verse backgrounds, especially
those interested in mysticism— 
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Theocracy versus
Democracy

To the Editor,
Indeed, nothing so becomes

a believer as a deep humility;
yet so elusive is this virtue that
the moment we proclaim we
haveit is the moment weloseit.
Allan Clark claims the want of
it equals blasphemy. A solemn
and serious charge to many
believers who have often to
mourn theirshortcominginthis
regard when compared to our
Lord.

Bruce McIntosh warns of an
"imported neo-authoritarian-
ism dressed up as theocracy".
Maybe both are right. I wish
them both well.

The ship has drifted far from
where I came in, in support of 1
Timothy 2:12, so I now with­
draw from the discussion and
concede that the Churches of
Christ are indeed a democracy.

I do not concede that 1 Timo­
thy is wrong, a contradiction,
or requires any sanitising to
accommodate "modern think­
ing".

flames of their local revival.
A variety of motives result in

the frequent decision to send
Western Christians to do jobs
that nationals could do equally
well or better.

It is not my intention to ask
for donations or to act as a clear­
ing house fordonations. Rather,
I seek to put people in direct
contact with those they are lead
to assist.

Readers requiring the resu­
mes of those already vetted or
if they can provide resumes and
names of those who may fit our
criteria should contact me.

—Lyle K. Taffs
("Fan the Flames", c/o L.

Taffs, PO Box 897, Portland
3305. Phone (055) 23 6107)

the direct personal realisation
of religious truths which we all
experience.

Inner-Link is an informal
postal communication network
which allows people to ex­

—Bill Woff
(Southport, Qld)

Persecution
To the Editor,

Have you ever heard it said
that what today's church needs
is agood dose of persecution so
that greater faith may come?

Sounds OK. But it's non­
sense.

It's exactly the other way
round. The faith has got to be
there first, or persecution will
never come.

Maybe today's compro­
mised, "relevant" church has
so little faith left that nobody
will ever again bother to perse­
cute it.

sights and to investigate the
common heart of all religions.
It will provide a chance for
people to increase their under-
standing of what religion
means and interpretations of
their own faith on a personal
level.

I hope the network will pro­
mote spiritual understanding
between different religions, as
well as proving interesting to
those using it. Full details can
be obtained by writing to me at
the following address. No fees
are involved, but an Interna­
tional Reply Coupon should be
included with all enquiries to
cover the cost of mailing infor­
mation back.

—Chris North
(Inner-Link Co-ordinator

19 Rockingham Close,
Shepshed,

Loughborough,
Leicestershire LEI 2 9PR,

England)

National Workers
Data Base

To the Editor,
I am endeavouring to de­

velop a data base which can be
used to put Australian Chris­
tians in contact with national
workers in poorer countries.
My aim is that Australians
correspond directly with na­
tional workers and provide
them with financial support.

The tyranny of distance
makes the earmarking of the
appropriate peopledifficultbut
we have begun to find some.
They are so far restricted to
India and the Solomon Islands.
My definition of "appropriate
people" is those who are al­
ready living and working in
places where the Spirit of God
is evid ent through the presence
of local revival.

The reason for supporting
these people is very simple.
Relative to us they live in vary­
ing degrees of poverty. Provid­
ing support will better enable
them to spread the outpouring
of God's Spirit and will fan the 

"Loird, Tesrt to tPirsiy"
To the Editor,

We rattle through the Lord's Prayer fairly quickly at our church
and you don't get much time to think about it. But on Sunday
night I did.

Suddenly it struck me that it is all in the plural. It's our Father,
give us daily bread, forgive us as we forgive. It's lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil.

I think I could cope with it better if it were kept private to my
daily needs, my trespasses and temptations and my struggle
against evil.

It seems that in the "daily bread" bit I am not only praying that
God will look after me. I seem to be accepting some sort of
solidarity with every one else's needs as well. A sort of "Lookafter
me Lord, but there are Ethiopian children and Aboriginal fringe
dwellers as well. Does your prayer mean that we are to share our
providence with them Lord, if we are to expect you to meet our
needs too?"

The "lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil" bit
seems to identify me with every one else who is struggling to live
like a Christian and not doing too well at ft. In one sense this
identification is a good thing. It means that I am not alone in my
struggles and failures and successes. But in another sense it
probably means that we should be struggling together and help-
ingcachother with our trespassesand temptationsand problem5
with evil, and helping each other to get God's deliverance. This
worries me a bit. I don't mind God knowing what I'm like.. .1 can t
step him from knowing anyhow! But I'm not much into "washing
our inner dirty linen in each others tubs". But if it's to get God s
help to get us all clean together, that wouldn't be so bad would i •

Yours plurally,
Tertius

wife is a Scot.
1 mglad Wai Johnson ("AC"

12 May) made his comments I
agree. It is an intelligent ad
dressing of the issue. 1 would
like to plead a slight misunder
standing of my intent, implicit
in Wai's reply. My thrust is not
that we should leave the starv­
ing to their fate but that over­
population by the human spe­
cies is destroying the beauty of
God's creation. I care deeply
about the suffering this brings
to all of creation, including so
many people, often the most
vulnerable and powerless, and
as part of my concern I have co­
ordinated and promoted the
World Vision 40 Hour Famine
in my own school for many
years. I go hungry too. I intend
to continue. I do hope that we
in the affluent West do not
complacently think that this is
all we need to do. I welcome 



EcMmeimOsaQ Easftcgir Ewiraft iFor CtadstoGWthe common sense of Wai's
comments.

—R.B. Waldron
(Warragul, Vic)

Overpopulation
To the Editor,

The state of world popula­
tion, now 5.3 billion, has been
thesubject of recent discussion.
Unfortunately, as demon­
strated by Bruce Waldron
("AC" 28 April), thereare many
myths held about world popu­
lation, which need exploding.

The greatest increase in
population occurs in third
world countries. While there
are environmental concerns in
these nations, by far the great­
est environmental pollution
occurs in developed nations.
Our industry creates the sig­
nificant pollution which gives
us acid rain, smog, water pol­
lution, ozone layer d amage and
global warming.

Environmental damage
which occurs in less developed
nations can be reversed. World
Vision has reforestation proj­
ects in Africa which have com­
pletely transformed the land in
three years, with returning rain­
fall, animal and plant life and
soil retention.

Why is it that people in third
world nations have such large
families? There are economic,
cultural and security reasons
all tied together. The surest way
of reducing the birth rate is by
reducing poverty, not by in­
creasing the death rate.

These are issues we as Chris­
tians must think about and act
upon. By helping people stay
alive we do not add to the
population problem, but we
save spiritual lives as well as
physical ones.

We all grieve for God's crea­
tion, but sin means this is a
doomed world. We can only
do what we can in obedience to
God until the new heaven and
the new earth come to pass.

—John Van Klaveren
(World Vision of Australia)

For the first Easter of the 90s,
the Mt Waverley Chadstone
Inter-Church Council of which
Peter Bradley, minister of
Chadstone, Vic,church, is vice-
president agreed to present to
upper primary school children
a Christian perspective of
Easter. The code name for this
project quickly became the
"Easter Event". For many chil­
dren these days, Easter means
holidays and chocolate eggs
and not much more. Direct
contact with Christianity or
actually stepping into a real
church is rare for children to­
day. With this in mind it was
decided to attempt a project
that has been experienced in
Adelaide communities.

The theme of the Easterevent
was "From Darkness into
Light" and the whole experi­
ence for each group took 45
minutes. The children would
arrive at Holy Family Catholic
Church in Mt Waverley and be
greeted by clowns, receive a
drink, and a biscuit bearing a
cross. Hostesses would divide
the larger group and guide
smaller groups to story tellers
explaining Easter traditions,
following this they would
travel through caves where
there were audio visuals and
puppet shows that told of the
life of Jesus. Finally the groups
would gather in the church and
participate in the Easter story
from Palm Sunday to resurrec­
tion through the medium of
music and drama.

This attempt to bring the
Christian perspective of Easter 

to more than 1,200 children
representing 13 schools meant
the need for much co-ordina­
tion and involvement, from the
members of the various
churches in the Mt Waverley
and Chadstone area. Under the
guidance and enthusiasm of
Rev Dr Ro dger Bassham from
St John's Uniting the 1990 Easter
Event taking children from
Darkness into Light came to be
a resounding success. Many
talents were exercised includ­
ing biscuit making, hostessing,
story telling, construction of
caves, music and drama to
mention a few. Chadstone
Church of Christ, although
small in number, gave much
towards this mammoth proj­
ect. The ministry team of Peter
and Cathy Bradley and Isobel
Roberts from St Mark's Unit­
ing took responsibility for the
15 minute music and drama
presentation of theEaster story
from Palm Sunday to the resur­
rection, membersof Chadstone 

participated as actors, host­
esses, biscuit makers, baby sit­
ters, costume and prop con­
structors.

The Easter event spanned
three days and one of the high­
lights of the experience was the
timeofprayeratthecommence-
ment of each day. Linked by
held handsin onecirclearound
the altar of the church, people
from different traditions of faith
shared together in prayer for
the one common goal—to
minister, to be used by God as
instruments of the gospel.

Many lessons were learned
and many individual experi­
ences of God's presence added
to the experience for those in­
volved. The original aim was
met with perhaps a greater
success than was ever imag­
ined. The gift of meaningful
bonds between people from
different traditions made the
Easter event the most signifi­
cant ecumenical venture ever
experienced by Chadstone.
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Visiting Canberra? o
Stay with a Church Family

A number of Canberra church families otter <
accommodation in their homes at basic bed and

breakfast rates to help raise funds for
"Home Mission” extensions In the ACT

0

0
0

Barbara Kennedy
6 Sharp Place,
Melba 2615
Phone (062) 58 1360

If you would like to enjoy friendly "one of the family1
hospitality in Canberra write for particulars to:

Lyn Swift
34 Yiman Street,
Waramanga 2611
Phone (062) 88 2050

Advance bookings appreciated

0
0
11
11
B
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I NEW HOPEI
| CAN BE YOURS 1
I DIAL (03) 11610®

vt -.i .

26 May 1990

Funds from the Family?
Christian Projects' main aim is to provide funding for local church projects. You and
your church can assist by purchasing through Christian Projects.
We offer: Business Stationery—Travel & Tours—Retirement Investments—
Insurance—Audiovisual Equipment—Musical Instruments—Healthy Foods—
Christian and Family Videos...and more!
For further information contact

Christian Projects
Paving the way for the future of the Churches of Christ in Australia
141 Victoria Avenue, Chatswood 2067 Toll Free (008) 24 2904
Telephone (02) 417 7830 Fax (02) 406 5515

The Australian Christian
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Withit Church of Christ
Each service on a

Sunday comes with a
fully endorsed

guarantee.
This covers the sermon,
choir, communion and

the comfort of the pews.
If not fully satisfied your

offering cheerfully
refunded.

is a rare individual who can relate anything regarding the subse-
auent history of the Jewish people. This book goes some way in
filling that glaring gap in Christian knowledge.

Phillip's description of the development of Talmudic/Rab-
binic Judaism (chapters 5-9) alone will justify the purchase of this
book It is written for the layperson but is both accurate and
highly informative. Jewish history is a complex interweaving
between culture and religion and the way these have both influ-
enced each other. Anyone seeking to comprehend the Jew must
therefore have at least an outline of Jewish national and personal
identity as it is formed by its religion. 1 believe that you will not
find a more readable description of Judaism from a non-technical
and Christian perspective.

Phillip's eschatology is dispensational and he devotes a chap­
ter in setting forth his understanding of how world history is
inexorably linked with the future of the Jewish people. Whether
one agrees with him or not does not in the least detract from the
value of this book.

This is a good book and its purchase at the recommended price
of $16.50 will be money well spent. —Alan Hirsch

The Second EpistSe of IPaosQ to the
Corinthians
An Introduction and Commentary
by Colin G. Kruse (Inter-Varsity Press & William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company) $12.95

Over the last three or four years the Tyndale New Testament
Commentary series has been gradually updated. This commen­
tary (Number 8 in the series) follows the pattern of the rest in that
it has a short introduction (40 pages) followed by an excellent
section-by-section commentary of the biblical text. The commen­
tary is generally conservative and aimed at helping the reader to
better understand the text.

In his introduction Colin Kruse looks at the city of Corinth,
examines Paul's contact with the Corinthian church, examines
the literary problems of 2 Corinthians, including the question of
the number of letters he wrote to the church, and discusses the
opposition to Paul in Corinth before finally discussing the dating
of the letter. “CRA

A Century of Wor­
ship and Witness,
1890-1990
by Gordon Ewers (Churches of
Christ in WA Inc.) $10

This fascinating history of
Churches of Christ in WA will be
quickly "snapped up" by mem­
bers in that state, but just as ea­
gerly by exported Western Aus­
tralians over East. Its attractive
cover consists of a coloured pano­
rama of Perth City with its sky
scrapers and freeway networks
with insets of the old Lake St
chapel and the Churches of Christ
Centre. This "window dressing"
is an example of the colourful material within as it presents the
story of people (large numbers of them) and churches. Part One
tells thestory of the Movement overseas, Australia and then in the
West where T.H. Bates spearheaded Eastern concern, coming to
the West himself as first evangelist on 1 October 1890.11 attended
the first communion service. Early baptisms were in the Swan
River, the first before 500. Part Two is a pictorial record of each
church. Part Three gives a thumbnail sketch of the history of
Conference Departments. Part Four is a profile of significant
people. Gordon Ewers has livened historical facts with lots of
human interest, such as a converted Aboriginal in Marble bar
changing his name from Pixie Demon to Pixie Christian, the
Merridin minister recording his radio talks at midnight when
railway shunting over the road ceased, early Perth baptisms in
the baptistry of the Trinity Congregational Church, the title of the
first Conference Sermon (1898) "The Common Ground of Infal­
lible Safety"and ships carrying missionaries leaving Fremantle
wharf to the singing of "God be with you till we meet again".

This book is available from the WA Conference Office,142-146
Beaufort Street, Perth 6000, for $10 plus $3 postage.

Miles and the Computer
by Taffy Davies (Scripture Union Publishing) $4.95

An excellent story for children about forgiveness and the
forgiving of others. The illustrations are brilliant and very attrac­
tive. This book, and others in the same vein, is suitable for
children in the 6-12-year-old group. The text is not too long so
that children just learning to read could read this themselves or
else they are excellent as read-aloud books. While highly recom­
mended, the final page where the moral of the story is linked to
Matthew 18:21-35 is a little strained. —CRA

Exploring the World of the Jews
by John Phillips (Revised Edition) (Moody Press) $16.50

In this book Phillips attempts, and to a large extent succeeds, in
describing the history and development of the highly complex
culture of the Jewish people from earliest times (the Old Testa­
ment) to the modern state of Israel. This he does in 250 pages and
the feat lies not only in the sparking brevity but also in its sheer
readability. Phillips is not a Jew and as such he writes as an
outsider, but as an outsider who writes with compassion and
understanding and who has attempted with great sincerity to
understand the Jew and his history.

Most Christians have some sort of understanding of Jewish
history and faith as it developed in the Scriptures but after that it 

OQ, 0



Nick Kerr, a papal knight,
has been appointed by the
Uniting Church in SA as
communications officerand
editor of the synod
newspaper New Times. Nick
isaformerdirector of Catho­
lic Communication in South
Australia and edited the
State's Catholic weekly The
Southern Cross, which
closed in 1986.

Environmentalism could
become the new religion
of the 1990s because It
fills an "ethical vacuum"
felt by the ageing "Me
Generation" of the 1960s,
says a leading psycholo­
gist, Hugh Mackay.

Islam is set to become the
main focus of Christian
missionary activity
worldwide over the next
decade as a result of the
demise of communism in
Eastern Europe, according
to Ron George, founder and
international director for the
People International mis­
sion to Muslim countries.
Some missions working in
communist countries are al­
ready changing their focus
to the Islamic world, while
new missions have started
because of theneed for mis­
sionaries among Muslims.

"DrugsinWork and Play" Is
thetheme of the Alcohols
Drug Foundation
Queensland's Winter
School In the Sun being
held In Brisbane 3-6 July.
One Issue being high­
lighted will be the spiri­
tual dimensions of drug
dependence. Further In­
formation from Bob
Aldred, The Alcohol and
Drug Foundation of
Queensland, PO Box 320,
Spring Hill 4004. Phone
(07) 832 3798.

A Uniting Church minister
in Brisbane is selling frag­
ments of the Berlin Wall to
raise funds for various
church causes. Rev. Tom
Rees-Thomasof St Andrew's
Ann St Uniting Church, has
obtained a carton of frag­
ments from a church col­
league in West Berlin. He is
selling them as pendants or
in satchels, at $10 each.

A co-operative venture
between Catholic, Angli­
can and Lutheran agen­
cies in South Australia to
help prevent families
breaking down has been
granted $223,000 In gov­
ernment funding over 21
months to fund a pilot
program sponsored by
the 3 agencies, aimed at 

enabling children to be
maintained within their
own families.

The Melkite Eparchy (dio-
cese)for Australia has joined
the Victorian Council of
Churches. The Pope estab­
lished the Melkite (Greek
Catholic) Eparchy in 1987.
In Australia the Melkite
community mainly com­
prises migrants from the
Middle East.

Indo-Chinese refugees in
Aslan camps primarily
need friendship and
compassion on an indi­
vidual level, and the pres­
ervation of asylum on an
international level. These
were among the key
points made at a recent 3-
day seminar on the Indo-
Chinese refugee problem,
addressed by church and
relief agency workers.

Egyptian Coptic Church
leaders in the US are pro­
testing the lack of Egyptian
government and police
intervention in what they
claim is a Muslim campaign
to obliterate Christianity
from this predominantly
Islamic country. The pro­
tests follow several March
incidents in which 5 Chris­
tians were killed, and Egyp­

tian churches and facilities
owned by Christian organi­
sations in several cities were
vandalised or destroyed.

Facing an annual growth
rate of 3.3% and the pros­
pect of the world's 3rd
largest population by the
year 2050 (about 564
million), the government
of Nigeria has announced
that It Is taking serious
steps to reduce future
levels of population
growth. 80% of Nigerian
women now have an av­
erage of 6 chuildren. The
primary aim is to reduce
this to 4.

Several Eastern Orthodox
priests and other Christians
were elected to various
governing bodies in the
Soviet Union.

The Christian Television
Association has added to
its line-up of TV programs
the Hour of Power with
Dr Robert Schuller, to be
shown on Channel 9 in
Sydney on Sunday morn­
ings at 6.20 am. This spe­
cially produced half-hour
program will be hosted
by actor and committed
Christian George Mallaby.

Paul Creasey, minister of the

Gardiner, Vic, church, was
recently appointed as Vice-
President of Amnesty Inter­
national in Victoria.

Amnesty International
Victoria Is holding a can-
dellt vigil in the City
Square in Melbourne on 4
June to mark the 1989
Beijing massacre.Thevlgll
begins at 6 pm and will
end with a walk through
Chinatown. Details from
the Victorian office on
(03) 427 7055.

The world's largest cathe­
dral has been offered as a
gift to Pope John Paul II.
Presidentofthe Ivory Coast,
Felix Houphouet-Boigny,
reputedly paid $150 mil­
lion at his expense for the
building, which is so big
thatthe Notre Dame in Paris
would fit into it several
times. Critics say it is an
eccentric gesture made by
the President of an African
state beset by poverty.

4 million Bibles have been
requested from the Inter­
national Bible Society by
the director of the Soviet
Children's Fund. 1 million
will be printed on a gov­
ernment press. The Fund
provides for orphans and

| families In the USSR.

L.M.C.T.
6549

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H. (03) 722 1780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

(El kanaf)
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

Christian Fellowship in a Family Atmosphere
We offer you guesl house style accommodation from as low as $42 a day, home­
style cooking. Relax in the mountain playground of Marysville. Expenence the
comfort of our fully renovated, fire-proof guest house, in dud ing spa. Student and
pensioner concessions available.

Phone orwnle to us: CHR|ST|A^ COMMUNITY

El Kanan Buxton Rd., Marysville, 3779. (059) 63 3229

Church of Christ
SOUTHPORT

now meets in
Parklands Drive

8.55 am
Worship and Communion

6.30 pm
Gospel Celebration

Minister: Noel Newton
(075) 94 6154, 94 6633

31 4353 (AH)

Les Lawlor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—“white ants”—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact,
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636
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Kim Thoday and Mike Esbensen are “Partners in Ministry".
Kim and his wife Heather are originally from the Cowandilla
Church of Christ inSouth Australia. They have two children, Sam
and Miranda. Mike Esbensen is from the Warwick Church of
Christ in Western Australia. Neither Kim nor Mike knew each
other before commencing study at the College of the Bible, now
the Churches of Christ Theological College. They live and work in
Kensington at the Kensington Christian Network where they
maintain a relevant, vital and dynamic ministry. Why did they
decide to train for ministry? What motivated them to come to the
College? What are the difficulties they face in Kensington?

Kim I’d been thinking about ministry during my years at the
Cowandilla Church. I felt convicted to come to College to
leam how to be a professional, full-time minister and the
College of the Bible was, in my opinion, the only one to go
to. I had met many good ministers who had trained there
and who were great with youth work and that really con­
vinced me that 1 should go to COB.

Mike I came to the College as part of my own personal journey.
I’d always been left with a good impression of the students
from COB who came to Western Australia every second
year on deputation. So I got handbooks from all of the
colleges and decided that I wanted to come to COB. It
offered the most extensive and professional range of sub­
jects.

Kim One of the most important things is not only deciding
which college to go to but then staying there and seeing it
through. A student has a range of options when he or she
comes to CCTC. You can work out between yourself and
God and with your peers which direction is the most
appropriate for your own personality and your own spiri­

tuality. And I think that what helps in all of those decisions
is the tremendous level of pastoral care offered by the
lecturers.

Mike We went through five years together. At the end of the first
year, having done the same subjects by chance and having
become close friends, we sat down and planned out where
we wantedtogowithour course and what areas we wanted
to explore further. We did not have any personal restraints
confining us to complete the course in the four years, so we
decided to take five or six years, also giving ourselves time
to grow through what we were learning. We graduated at
the end of last year.

Kim During my course 1 decided to chase up some student
ministries that matched the theory that I was learning. I
was interested in students living out what they were learn­
ing, for example missioning within the Australian culture,
starting new community-based kinds of churches, grass­
roots community type of ideas. I had heard about some of
the work that was being done at the Kensington Christian
Network so 1 rang them and they let me come along. At the
beginning of 1989 Mike came and joined me and the Cor-
letts, who had been ministering here, wanted to move on.
The group discussed Mike and me becoming the new
ministers and it was decided that we would stay.

Mike Kim was wanting a team ministry. We had worked together
during our College course and in our earlier years we were
co-ordinating our own student ministries with each other.
So we had worked together before. We have a similar ap­
proach to ministry, although with different emphases so
we were happy to complement each other.

Kim Mike and I would both agree that the idea of a team ministry
is important in many contexts, but particularly in an area
such as Kensington which is very much a mission kind of
area. It’s a biblical idea as well. Jesus sent people out in
twos. When we arrived KCN could not afford to pay a half­
time salary according to Churches of Christ wages. How­
ever, with our part-time jobs we can accommodate two full-
time ministers.

Mike Some of our part-time work is directly related to our
ministry in the area. One of the jobs 1 was able to get is at
the local community centre, working with young teenage
boys and that complements my own ministry. Kim has a
similar job driving a bus. In this way we are able to network
with various groups in the area. One of the difficulties we
face lies in the open-endedness of this ministry. We have no
buildings, just house churches. We don’t have Sunday
morning worship. We have services in the evenings around
the area. Just the presence of the high-rise flats, the nature
of them and the way that people are living intensely in a
confined setting creates many problems and many needs.
Another difficulty we face is how to meet these needs best
with the few resources that we have. I’m starting to get
involved with the Vietnamese community and am learning
the language. Kim is involved with school chaplaincy,
emergency housing and counselling for office workers and
professional people as well as the people in the flats. It is a
really positive and creative ministry. I don’t believe that
either Kim or myself would be here in this outreach area II
we had not trained at CCTC.
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It has been over 12 months since the Churches of Christ
Theological College officially opened at Mulgrave. During this
time the College has undergone an exciting period of growth and
it is with deep gratitude that we acknowledge the tremendous
level of prayerful and financial support given to the Collegeby so
many churches, individuals and groups. This support and assis­
tance is of great encouragement to the faculty, staff and students
who strive together and commit themselves to the College’s
future mission and ministry.

This year, with approval from State and Federal executives,
we have altered the date of our Annual Appeal from October to
3 June. The theme for this year’s Annual Appeal is “Partners in
Ministry", which highlights the relationship that exists between
members of the churches and students who train for ministry at
CCTC. Our students work and study in the best facilities for
theological education and ministerial training in Australia. In
order to maintain the high standards set, the College urgently
needs your prayers, your support and your encouragement.

When you receive
your next issue of the Col­
lege newsletter Access you
will find that it contains a
letter from Dr Tabbernee, a
response card and a reply
envelope.

Your gift is of vital
importance to the on-going
work of the College.

The reply envelope
together with your tax
deductible donation may
be mailed directly to us or
placed into your church’s
offering bowl.

Please participate by becoming a “Partner in Ministry"
and give generously on 3 June.

Where ’WouiM Paul Be wnthouatt Baimalbas?
Paul and Barnabas were "Partners in Ministry". In order to

spread the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ they trod
dusty roads together continually praying for each other and sup­
porting each other for the sake of the extension of his kingdom.
This year the Churches of Christ Theological College has chosen
the image of Paul and Barnabas to illustrate our theme of "Part­
ners in Ministry" for the College Annual Appeal, which is to be
held on 3 June. As the growth and development of the College has
continued we can clearly see God at work in our midst. This year

Kim

Mike

Kim

Mike

One of the things that has hit home for me now that I have
finished my training is that the status of ministry has gone
down over the last twenty-five years. There is an increasing
need to be trained. Ministers in the future will have to earn
their right to minister. Here in Kensington we have had to
earn our respect with a whole cross-section of people. Our
ministry training has been vital. We have no building, so
we've got to go out there and make the contact—nobody is
going to come knocking on our door.
If Kim and I lived in another suburb we would not be seen
as being part of the area. We get along side people. *
Christians who identify too closely with their ‘ target group
(if you want to use community terms) can lose their iden­
tity. They become as irrelevant as those who distance
themselves from their target group. Both have lost the
Gospel along the way and that is a real danger, you lose
your spirituality you might just as well be another socialist
worker here. ,
One of the things that has really helped the nature of our
ministry and our resources is the feeling of being par o a
wider web. We rely a lot on donations through D
the letters of encouragement that people sen us are
greatly appreciated. We have to get back to the Kingdom of
God, the idea of God’s love sprouting in pockets within our
communities.

185 full-time and part-timestudents have undertaken the broadly
based and carefully planned courses offered by CCTC. Many
more people have been challenged to enrol in one of the short
term courses available.

At CCTC students from diverse backgrounds and experi­
ence, called by God to prepare for Christian ministry, study
together so that in the future they may make a significant
contribution to
oursociety, which
is in desperate
need. It Is the re­
sponsibility of the
churches to iden­
tify and support
qualitymlnisterial
candidates who,
by their current
Christian witness
and service dis­
play the potential
to serve God in a
full-time capacity.
The College there­
fore invites the
members of the
churches to par­
ticipate and share
the responsibility
of Identifying, en­
couraging and
supporting stu­
dents. Become a
“Partner in Minis­
try” and share in
this important
task.
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One of the Pal Super Dogs with residents of the Christian
Guest Home, Oakleigh

7.00 p.m.

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

a.m. Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

in Christian 26 May

Mews

©ogj Show at ChirOstEiairD
Cutest [K]©m©The following are excerpts from

a message from the Presidents
of the World Council of Churches

Pentecost is a special cele­
bration thisyear as the churches
ofallthetraditions—Orthodox,
Catholic and Protestant—cele­
brate the festival on the same
day. "In that day," said Jesus,
speaking of the Holy Spirit,
"you will know that lamin my
Father, and you in me and I in
you." (John 14:20) God's love
has communicated itself
through the Spirit to us human
beings. The Spirit transforms
our human freedom into active
love, communicating through
us the love of God to all crea­
tures.

The experience of the pres­
ence and action of the Spirit is
not something extraordinary.
In the struggle for justice, in the
search for friendship, in each
manifestation of human kind­
ness towards fellow-human
beings, in the stilled tranquil­
lity that follows prayer; in all
that shatters our stony hearts
and makes us aware of the
beauty and mystery of life, we
experience the action of the
Spirit, making us sensitive to
the overwhelming tenderness
of God.

The Spirit calls all humanity
and the whole cosmos out of
death to new possibilities
through the power of the risen
Christ. The Spirit is at work in
the search for justice for the
little ones, for the poor of the
earth, for those with broken

hearts. The Spirit inspires all
those who work for peace, to
announce the liberating power
of God.

The wind of theSpiritisblow­
ing today, in us, inourchurches,
and in historical events where
barriers are falling down and
where there are possibilities of
new beginnings. With the
peopleof Namibia we celebrate
their independence; with the
people of Chile their democ­
racy; with the people of Cen­
tral and Eastern Europe their
newly acquired freedom.

But the Spirit also suffers.
The dove of peace appears in
many parts of the earth cov­
ered withblood.Wegrieveover
the situation in the Middle East.
Jerusalem, the City of Peace,
where the Holy Spirit mani­
fested itself powerfully in the
windsand flames of Pentecost:
that city does not know its own
peace.

We will be praying together
with the church universal,
"Come, Holy Spirit Renew the
Whole Creation," as we look
toward the Assembly of the
World Council of Churches
next year in Canberra, Austra­
lia. We pray that the Spirit may
call the church to a bold testi­
mony of God's liberating ac­
tion in history.

—Dame R. Nita Barrow, Dr
Marga Buhrig, Metropolitan

Paulos Mar Gregorius, Bishop
Dr Johannes W. Hempel, Pa­

triarch Ignatios IV, Arch­
bishop W.P. Khotso Makhulu,

Very Rev. Dr Lois M. Wilson

11 May was a beautiful day
and over 50 residents, staff and
friends from the Christian
GuestHomein Oakleigh, Vic,
welcomed the Pal Super Dogs
and their handlers.

The dogs gave a splendid
exhibition of obedience exer­
cises. However the best part of
the day was at the conclusion
when the six canines moved
around the audience for some

"getting to know you" treat­
ment.

It is often a wrench leaving
pets behind when animal lov­
ers move into hostel or nursing
home care so visits of this na­
ture are important. Certainly
the happy faces on this occa­
sion were proof of the pleasure
and enjoyment brought by the
four-legged visitors.

—Sally Bunston

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL JN 0R PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
for your new or quality used car

FOR NEW HOLDEN HONDA

Claridge Holden & Honda
363 Unley Road, Malvern

* Phone (08) 2721600 A.H. (08) 278 4515
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Christian ©nu Adelaide
SAFM

Disciple

Adelaide's FM radio station
has no sympathy toward the
Christian gospel, in fact its bias
would be away from anything
Christian, yet a group of young
Christian musicians have
cracked the secular charts with
their first single.

The group Disciple was
formed in December 1987 and
their first cassette "Sacred
Knights" was released in Ade­
laide in 1988. With a combina­
tion of hard rock, melody and
harmony, Disciple have
gained acceptance and airplay
on SA's secular radio. The five
young men are all committed
Christians, balancing their love

KEW Cuy/girl to share 3 BR house.
Non-smoker. Rent S90 per week
plusexpenses. Close to public trans­
port. Contact Sueon (03)859 7122.

Balook
is a tiny unspoilt hamlet sur­

rounded by the unique
Tarra-Bulga National Park,
two and a half hours from

Melbourne
Central heating

Log fires
Transport from Traralgon
station by arrangement

Fem Valley
Guest House

RMB 7565, Balook 3971
Phone (051) 96 6141

and gift for music with Chris­
tian service within their own
local congregations.

Mark Drilling, the d rummer
with Disciple, is a member of
the Blackwood, SA, church. He
teaches Sunday School, works
as a counsellor in the youth
project and adds his drumming
talents to the worship services
of a Sunday evening.

Mark and his friends are
committed to sharing their faith
through their talents in music
and desire above all else to see
the Christian gospel given
airplay on secular radio and
are making their contribution
through their first single "I
Wanna See 'em There".

Disciples are touring the
Eastern states during Septem­
ber and October. Details of
dates and venues could be
obtained from their manager
Mick Haywood on (08) 250
4528.

We Are Moving!
As from 1 June 1990

to
Shop 4 Glen Arcade
675 Glenferrle Road

Hawthorn 3122
Phone (AH) (03) 818 4846

0 Malachi 1:6-2:9

by Chris Ambrose
Malachi calls on the people

of Israel and, especially, the
priesthood to show God the
proper respect due to him. A fter
calling the people to remember
that God loves them and has
given them a special place in
his order of things, a place they
did not especially aspire to, he
now calls them to reciprocate
this love by offering their best
in worship of God.

At the time the people and
the priests were cheating God.
The standard of the animals
being offering in worship were
so poor that they would not
have met the standard of the
civil governor (1:8) yet the
people and priests were offer­
ing theseas a mark of respect to
God. The Old Testament de­
manded that only the very best
animals from the flocks were to
be killed on the altar as a sacri­
fice to God (Exodus 12:5) and
the Israelites were showing
disrespect in not following his
orders. The animal offered for
sacrifice as an offering was to
be a substitute for the sinner
and therefore should havcbccn
perfect. The whole of the Old
Testament emphasised the
holiness of God and the fact
that nothing should come be­
fore God that is not perfect (see
Hebrews 9:13-14), not the cast­
offs from the flock.

There are some very impor­
tant implications in this de­
mand on God's people for
Christians. It is the same God
whom we worship, the God
who allowed his perfect son to
die on our behalf on the cross.
He is the perfect sacrifice. How
much then is expected in our
offering of worship to him. We
should be giving our absolute
best in worship to God. Our
standard of worship should be
of the highest quality, as it re­
flects the standards of the God
whom we worship. We should
give the highest service in any­
thing wc do for God.

The second half of the call by
Malachi was to those involved
in ministry and leadership in 

the church. Malachi spoke
God's word of judgement on
the priests (2:1-9) because of
their cheating of God in the
matter of worship and in mis­
using the trust placed in them
by God and the people. This is
a call for the leadership of Is­
rael to honour God. Verses 5
and 6 give a good example of
the characteristics of the true
leader of God's people in the
descriptionof Levi, with whom
God made a covenant: 'This
called for reverence and he
revered meand stood inawcof
my name.True instruction was
in his mouth and nothing false
was found on his lips. He
walked with me in peace and
uprightness, and turned many
from sin."

What a tremendous picture
of a Christian leader. I realise
that many of us fail to reach
this standard but if as leaders
we are open to God working in
our lives then we will grow
into this ideal as exhibited by
Levi.

Tim Hanna (DircctorofField
Education at the Churches of
Christ in NSW Theological
College) commented recently
that with the increasing media

| spotlight on Christian leaders
i they need to be "squeaky
j clean". Too often they fail in

the areas of sexual temptation,
I in questionable financial trans-
! actions (greed) or in the pur-
| suit of power. Malachi would
; add thecomplaint thatthelead-
i ership were giving teachings
i that cause people to stumble in
| their faith.

Cod gives those in leader-
; ship the gifts to fulfil their task.

Much is expected of them and
i if they fail then they will be

punished for that failure.Those
■ in leadership should reflect on
I this and seek to follow the
I example of Levi, whom Mala-
| chi clearly saw as his role model
I Those under Christian leaders
I should support them and pray
| for them so that they will know
; God's support in their special
■ roles.
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BIRTHS
OAKES (WHILD) Richard and Janet
praise God for the safe arrival of
Matthew Richard at Southport
19.4.90. Healthy, beautiful and
3390 g. Brother for Natalie.

GOLDEN WEDDING
HEMER-RICHARDS Janst, Chris­
tine, Alison, Donald, Marion and
their families congratulate their
parents John and Jessie on their
50th wedding anniversary. They
were married at the Owen Church
of Christ in 1940 by Mr Vic McKen­
zie. Open House Saturday, 9 June,
from 2 pm to 4 pm at Blackwood
Church of Christ. Your presence
without presents welcome. Pres­
ent Address: 2 Ewers Avenue, Coro­
mandel Valley 5051.
WILSON-BILLS Un and Glad to­
gether with their children, Rea and
John, Keith and Joan, and Ross and
Judy and grandchildren give thanks
to God for 50 years of happy mar­
riage. The marriage was celebrated
by F.A. Jouens at the Chatswood
Church of Christen 25 May 1940.

DEATHS

SAUNDERS Kenneth Graeme, be­
loved youngest son of Ron and
Alice, brother to Ronald, David,
Philip and Margaret, on May 3rd,
aged 35.

IN MEMORIAM

COLE Ernest Francis (28.5.89) Is­
abella (11.11.81) We thank God
for the wonderful parents he gave
us. In our hearts and in our minds
precious memories will always
remain. Laurel, Maureen, Norma,
Robert, Fran and families.

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY
HALL Norma.With gratitude to
God, and in appreciation of the
churches at Winnipeg, Warrackna-
beal-Brim, Elizabeth, Surrey Hills-
Wattle Park and Carnegie, Norma
Hall announces the 25th anniver­
sary of her ordination to the Chris­
tian ministry, at Cambrian Heights
Church of Christ, Calgary, Canada,
on 9 May 1965. Present address:
28 Blackwood Street, Carnegie,
Victoria 3163.

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE

NARRE WARREN Person to share
home. S50 per week plus expenses.
Phone (03) 704 8978 (AH).

TO LET

WARRANDYTE House. 2 BR. Suit
married couple. No pets. SI 25 pw.
Phone (03) 844 2721.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 10-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA

16 (212)

Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write PO Box 65, St Agnes
5097.

BUILDERS

IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations—
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.

HOLIDAYS
SORRENTO 2 Flats, hold 7 each.
Centre of town. Visit Point Nepean
National Park.winter or summer.
Reasonable rates. Agent Johnston
(059) 84 2266.
GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modem FSC 2-BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone(053)56 6300.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST
Absolute waterfront unit Runaway
Bay, Broadwater. Peaceful area.
Delightful views. Available privately.
Only 45 minutes to Brisbane. Very
reasonable rates. Enquiries: Len
Brooks, 118 Wilgarning Street,
Stafford Heights 4053. Phone (07)
359 7227.
MACALISTERLODGEForyournext
family or g roup weekend enjoy true
Australian nature at its finest. Situ­
ated at Lake Glenmaggie, Central
Gippsland, bordering the high
country wilderness. Michelle and
Dave Sanders cater for groups
ranging from families to youth or
senior citizens. You can enjoy many
of our organised sport or bush
activities or just do your own thing.
Groups of 8-15 people. Friday
evening to Sunday evening S80 all
inclusive of accommodation, meals.
Includes transport to and from if
required. Please do not hesitate to
contact us for further information
on (03) 786 6001 (AH).
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house.
Excellent position, close to front
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms.
Modernised. $200 p.w., $250
school holidays (not Christ­
mas-January). C.R.Brough(03) 808
2815

oooooeoooooooooooooooooooooooo

IAN F. KNIGHT, llb, scom °
barrister and solicitor :

REGISTERED TAX AGENT ’
Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates and Wills, °

Taxation, Personal Injuries, °
Business and Company Law o

10 Best Street 48 Madigan Drive °
North Fitzroy 3068 Glen Waverley 3150 °
Phone (03) 481 0854 Phone (03) 561 5879 ’
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Ringwood Counselling Centre ii

School of Effective Relating
16 Pitt Street, Ringwood 3134

Pat Greig, MAPS, and Shirley Goldsworthy, MAPS
Psychologists

New Courses Effective Relating for Couples
Stress Management
Enjoying Better Self-Esteem

For details: (03) 870 4464
Individual and family counselling available d

Three Nights To Grow in Personal Faith
and Development with Pat Greig

_________________10,17, 24 June________________

10 June Handling Stress
17 June Towards a Healthy Self-Esteem
24 June Communicating Effectively

Every night at 7 pm

Pat Greig, BA (Hons), has majored in psychology.
She is currently Director of the Ringwood
Counselling Centre and is also an authoress of a
number of books and articles. Pat is married to
Bruce, has four children and is a member of the
Ringwood Church of Christ.

Frankston Church of Christ
130 Cranbourne Road, Frankston 3199
Phone (03) 783 3235 or (03) 781 1371

An Open Dow
New disciples, numerous baptisms, a Chinese
outreach and crowded Easter services are all part
of Richmond’s Vietnamese congregation’s recent
experience under the leadership of Nathan Nhan.
There is an open door for the Gospel. Prayer and
financial support is needed.

Department of Mission, Education
and Development

52 La Trobe Street, Melbourne 3000
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Separated tat Not Lost!
by Alan Matheson

TT ustralia has a problem.
/A\ The church has a prob-
[j VA lem. Maybe!

The problem: The number of
people who train for a trade or
profession and then leave (or
"separated" in government
jargon).

A study of the 1986 census,
not quite as boring as it first
appears, showsthatnearly70%
of engineers, for example, left
their profession after training,
some 56% of carpenters and
54% of librarians.

And ministers?
Well, of interest to both our

leadership and training insti­
tutions is that 46% of those
trained in religion and theol­
ogy also left.

Now it is frequently argued,
maybe with just a touch of an
apology, that those who leave
are not lost. That is, they con­
tinue to play a significant role
in the life of both the church
and the wider community.

Well, maybe.

Facts
Of the 11,600 persons em­

ployed as ministers of religion
at the time of the census:

0 2,700 (24%) had no recog­
nised formal qualification or
did not state their qualification
(in 1981 it was 20%)

• 3,200 (28%) held other
forms of post-school qualifica­
tions (25% in 1981)

• 4,000 (34%) held diplomas
in theology (41%)

0 100 (1%) graduate diplo-

• 1,200 (10%) bachelor de­
grees (10%)

• 300 (3%) higher degrees
(3%) °

At the same time, only a slight
majority (54%) of the 10,300
persons holding a diploma or
higher qualification in theol­
ogy were actually working as
ministers.

A further 1% were working
in related employment, while
28% were employed in work
areas not directly related to the
occupation of "minister of re­
ligion".

Some 17% (12% in 1981) were
not employed.

Churches of Christ
The census data does not

enable us to identify the trends
in Churches of Christ.

Charles Wilson's research
("AC" 4 March 1989) found that
35% of our ministers leave in
their first ministry, and a fur­
ther 65% do not see themselves
staying in congregational min­
istries.

A further thread in our un­
derstanding of what is happen­
ing to our ministry is hinted at
in the Bouma report ("Leader­
ship, Autonomy and Democ­
racy: The Role of Conference
Executive in Churches of Christ
in Victoria and Tasmania").

He found that, at least in
Victoria, the role of leadership
and central co-ordination was
in the hands of an informal 

formally or constitutionally
being given the authority to do
so. Departments, in fact, lacked
accountability and as a result
"Conference and its structures
lack focus, waste resources and
suffer a sense of organisational
frustration".

Put all that together with the
occasional article in this publi­
cation; for example note the
troubles confronting senior
ministersand theirexposureto
"venomous criticisms" ("AC"
7 April 1990). Language like
that provides a most interest­
ing insight into how ministers
feel.

Well, what does it all mean?

What It Means
Well, at this stage perhaps

more questions than answers.
If thecensusdata reflects our

ministry patterns what does it
mean to have, perhaps, 52% of
ministers without training?
Where do they get their train­
ing and insight into the history
and meaning of the existence
of Churches of Christ? Docs it
explain why there are so few
joint, co-operative ministries
with other denominations? Is
this the reason why our De­
partment of Christian Union is
poorly resourced and ignored
by our larger departments?

A related enquiry might find
that in fact it is our trained
ministers who are leaving:
trained, commit ted, with a firm
belief in our purpose and mes­
sage. Ecumenical ministries 

and denominations actually
implementing our traditional
plea of One Body (e.g. Uniting
Church of Australia) are pro­
viding an effective alternative
to a Movement that appears
little interested in the issues of
unity. Has our leadership lost
its way? Are too many build­
ings being built in too many
new areas without any regard
for why we were called into
existence?

Or take another set of ques­
tions: Charles Wilson found a
"lack of support from denomi­
national leadership" a factor in
ministers leaving. What role do
the informal power brokers in
ourConfcrenceleadership play
in the significant rates of sepa­
ration? To what degree do they
marginalise or deny support to
ministers?

Currently the leadership,
whether of departments, com­
mittees or Conference, is pre­
dominantly male, restricted to
a narrow range of occupations
and middleaged. Is that a major
factor in the significant loss of
women who, following train­
ing and ordination, are denied
a church? Is this why a woman
has never headed up a Confer­
ence Department?

A good start in trying to get
answers to such questions
might be a round-table discus­
sion between the leadership of
our Conference and those
whom Conference defines as
"separated". Perhaps we'll then
know whether they're lost or

not? We might
then end up with a
whole new under­
standing of minis­
try?

group or single person without 

loj
t

YEAH, BOV THEY WROTE
THE BOS TICKETS ONE WAY!

SOtAETttAES I
SUSPECT THE
CHURCH ISN'T
ALL THAT
SUPPORTIVE r
opus Youth.I

NONSEMSE.THEY
just PAit> ooP-,
transportation
TO THE YOUTH RALLY.

• Alan Mathe­
son is a member of
the Camberwell
church. He trained
at the College of the
Bible and is cur-
ren tly Ethnic Liaison
Officer with the
ACTU.
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