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Guest Ediitomll

The Authooftj ©tf
Holy Scrip

by Ronald W. Graham

The Australian Christian

■MH he whole church affirms that the
i I Bible is authoritative for its life but
I beyond that consensus Christians

move in quite diverse directions.

Inspiration
Throughout much of the church s his­

tory it is the inspiration of the Bible that has
been regarded as the ground of its author­
ity.

The early church inherited the Jewish
Scriptures. They were the Christians' first
Bible and only in time were some Chris­
tian writings given the same exalted status.
Not until the end of the fourth century are
there lists of authoritative Christian writ­
ings that agree with the New Testament.

The early church also inherited the
Jewish understanding of the nature of
Scripture's authority, namely, that every
word in it was guaranteed against imper­
fection by God. It was with the Hebrew
Scriptures in mind that the writer of 2
Timothy affirmed, "all scripture isinspired
by God" (3:16, RSV).

When the question of what Scripture
comprised was raised by the Reformers,
the Council of Trent in 1546 set the bounds
for the Catholic Church and claimed that
the New Testament at least had been
"dictated" by the Holy Spirit.

The inspiration of Scripture has been
given a variety of meanings. For some, it is
the original manuscripts that are inspired,
although what we have long had are not
originals but copies of copies. For others, it
is a particular version, as for Trent it was
theold Latin Vulgate". For yet others, it is

the authors who were inspired rather than
every jot and tittle they wrote. For others
again, the stance is, "The Bible is inspired
because it inspires." (For me, to take some
examples, Isaiah 53 and John 13 are inspir-
PsSaimri°3V7e7 O 9 ^Ude' som^hat so;
Psalm 137.7-9 and 1 Timothy 2:14a, not at

What brought about a sea change in our
understanding of the nature of the Scrio-
Gi^fci^mS riSe"’aSt Centur^ ®

H critic>sm" means "the
a work") and )ud8in8the quality of

Uniqueness
Scripture/ Jre in?1'11 aSSerted that the

P ures are mspmed nor dcnied

they are. I have let them commend them­
selves: "We read now from the Gospel
according to Matthew." F

The key term is "according to". The first
Gospel is Matthew's witness to Jesus Christ
The writings are evidence, testimonies
and as such are unique. (When the New
English Bible footnotes differences in early
manuscripts it uses the language, "some
witnesses have this, but other witnesses
have that".)

The Bible is the supreme witness to the
origins of the Christian faith. It is the suc­
cessor to the apostles, the first Christian
missionaries. (1 say "Bible" because, as
Paul understand s it, the gospel consists of:
facts—"Christ died"; interpretations of
facts—"for our sins"; and categories of
interpretation—"in accordance with the
scriptures", 1 Corinthians 15:3.)

The New Testament cherishes, gives
concrete form to and witnesses to the
Christian faith as the early Christians
taught it and lived it. If we want to know
what the Christian faith was like at the
beginning, how it started, and what Jesus
Christ and his early followers did and
taught—the gospel comprises deeds and
words—we must turn to the most authen­
tic evidence that the early Church could
garner.

The New Testament is unique because
only its writings met these four criteria:
ecumenical acceptance (although some
gained that more readily than others),
conformity to the church's memory of Jesus
(although some were judged to be nearer
the centre than others), authorship by or
association with apostles, and earlierrather
than later dating.

John said that his Gospel was written
"that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing
you may have life in his name" (20:31). A
that we should require of the evidence, t e
Scriptures, is that as a whole they carry the
weight of this truth and enable us to ma
a decision on the right side.

0 Ronald Graham graduated from th eCol

lege of the Bible in 1944 and s^e -a
Newmarket and Boronia churches in Vic
and Ann Street, Brisbane. He is IW
Emeritus of NewTestament, Lexington
logical Seminary, and lives in Johnston,
USA. __
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IHlamipsILeac! (Gaird era s' Easteir (GairdeirD
A spectacular garden setting

in the chapel greeted worship­
pers to the Easter services at
the Hampstead Gardens, SA,
church this year.

The garden was created from
a huge range of pot plants
supplied by members under the
direction of florists Shirley
Foote and Marj Menhennett.
It included an indoor fountain,
a bird bath and a pathway lead­
ing to the cross at the rear of the
stage.

Minister Keith Ridge used
the garden theme as a basis for
the Easter services, commenc­
ing with a play-reading of
"Gethsemane" for Maundy
Thursday through to "Garden
Encounters" on EasterSunday.

The scene also proved to be a
drawcard, with several mem­
bers bringing family and
friends to attend services over
the period.

Lil Whitmore In the garden

CDutrnsttSaiim CoBDege Units Opening
The stage was set and the

chairs were aligned awaiting
the arrival of guests. Soon
hundreds ambled under the
soft warmth of the autumn sun
totourtheeight three-bed room
family units at Kenmore Chris­
tian College.

The crowd faced speakers
who drew us back to the bush
days of KCC's jasper hillsides.
Architects Don Cranston and
John Packer reminded us of
God's marvellous resources
past, present and future.

The crowd heard David
Lowe, Graham Knott and
Grant Spangenberg recall the
courageous efforts of hund reds
of volunteers who recently
completed a $1,000,000 build­
ing project for $440,000.

Songs praising God arose
across the landscape and col­
ourful balloons floated into the
blue sky in celebration.

Rod Tippett and Graham
Warne drew our attention to
the humble beginnings of KCC
when C.R. Burdeu turned the 

____ « ~ --------------—
The crowd gathered at the opening of the new units

first sod for the first building.
In memory of that occasion and
her parents, Beryl Wiltshire re­
enacted that historical event.
Behind her stood some of the
members of the original
Queensland Bible College Es­
tablishment Committee (1962):
John Christensen, Gwenda
Watson (representing her fa­
ther, the late H.J. Payne), Mau-
rie Pieper, Prof. Allan Wilson,
Jack McCormick. (An apology
was received from Stan Chalm­
ers.)

Others to serve on that
Committee were: C.J. Connell,
L.G. Read, H. Trudgian and
D.W. Mansell.

In honour of their service to
Christ and the College, various
family names will be used to
identify theKCC campus build­
ings: Burdeu Building, Machin
Hall, Ellis Lecture Room,
Hammer Lecture Room,
Rosevale Hall, Ewers Chapel,
Byard Library, Jauncey House,
ButlerHouse, Mobile Mission
Maintenance House, Wilson
House, Buhse House and
Christensen House.

—Donald W. Spencer,
Principal

SA Ministry
The following SA appoint­

ments by churches will take
place at the end of 1990: John
Gilmore (Magill), Jim Tillson
(Glenelg), Ross Pelling
(Noarlunga).

Other movements include
Dennis Lord (Golden Grove),
Graham Wade (Salisbury
East), Anthony Boucher (Mt
Gambier), Adrian Clark (Colo­
nel Light Gardens), Steven
Schmaal (Prospect), Doug
Wallage (Owen), Ray Patter- ‘
son (Victor Harbor), Daryl !
Telfer (Nailsworth).

The churches a t B erri, Barm-
era and Moorook have com­
mitted themselves to the estab­
lishment of a regional minis­
try. A "Day of Celebration and I
Thanksgiving" has been set for ,
24 June in the Kingston Com- :
munity Hall. Guest preacher ;
will be Keith Horne, who, with ;
BrianPhelps.willreprescntthe I
Ministry Committee.

The new Minister's Associa- !
tion committee is Joan Fewster 1
(Chairperson), Jim Keatch |
(Secretary), Roger Brown I
(Treasurer), John Gilmore, '
Dorothy Heard and Wendy
Ridge.
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Whites Cele­
brate 50th

Couples from the combined
Churches of Christ in Ballarat
were part of the 50th Marriage
Enrichment Seminar con­
ducted by Brian and Joan
White recently.

The Whites have conducted
seminars throughout Austra­
lia.

Just on 1,000 couples have
attended the 50 seminars to ex­
perience growth and enrich­
ment in their marriage.

Couples of all ages, newly
weds and retirees, from differ­
ent backgrounds, professional
and non-professional, Chris­
tian and non-Christian, and in
various stages of relationship
have attended. The couples
invariably go away from the
program very positive about
their marriage and determined
to continue growing in their
relationship.

Joan states: "The joy of see­
ing marriage partners experi­
ence growth, some in sensitive

Brian and Joan White and participants of their 50th marriage enrichment seminar

relationships, and in some cases
experiencing real break­
throughs in communication,
gives me the strength and de­
sire to continue giving my time
in this ministry to couples.

I believe that as couples in 

our churches are helped to
maintain their marriage rela­
tionships as God intended, and
as their own hearts usually
desire, these couples will be
more effective in the work of
the Kingdom."

Brian and Joan are Field
Directors with both the Fed­
eral Board of Christian Educa­
tion, and the Vic-Tas Depart­
ment of Mission, Education
and Development, and arecur-
rently living in Melbourne.

At the Northside Community Church, NSW, on
Mother's Day, Craig Gibbon baptised his sister Linda
in a moving ceremony during the evening service. The
Northside baptistry is in a special garden setting

an Christian

A quarterly journal for
spiritual renewal
produced within

Churches of Christ
in Australia

June issue now available
$2 a copy

or annual subscription $8
Z (sample past copies available)

/© K Fire in the Hearth
PO Box 298 (

Nunawading 3131 *•
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Basic Pastorall Mmisttry Couairse
Purpose: to develop an understanding of pastoral
care and counselling as an integral part of Chris­

tian ministry and to identify ana develop pastoral
ministry skills

Dates: 24-27 July 1990
Leader: Rev. Charles Bailey Director of Christian

Care Inc. and a clinical pastoral educator
Enquiries to

Christian Care Inc.
PO Box 372

Heidelberg 3084

Brother Baptises Sister
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Telecom (SOves
It's not often that big corpo­

ration helps people to listen to
the word of God. But that's
what has happened in Hobart,
Tas—thanks to a lateral-think­
ing minister. 10 housebound
families have been able to lis­
ten to the Sunday service at the
Collins St church.

They have been able to do so
because of a device used in the
corporate sector—a telephone
conference line. The line nor-
mallylinksbusinessexecu ti ves,
allowing them to have a round-
table conference by telephone.

But now it can be used to link
people with God.

In February, when one of Jeff
Weston's members was too ill
to attend church, he rang him
and put a speaker from the
public address system next to
the receiver. It worked—and
Jeff was inundated with calls
from regular worshippers
unable to go to church.

He realised many people
were cut off from regular Chris­
tian worship by ill-health or
old age. And it was then he hit
on the idea of a conference line.

Telecom agreed—even re-'
ducing the normal rate to a
nominal fee—and now up to 10
families can be linked to the
church on Sundays.

Each has a telephone ampli­
fier, which can be bought at
most electrical shops, attached
to the telephone by a suction
plug. This allows the whole
family to hear the service.

For the Clifford family of
Bellerive, thelink-up has trans­
formed their lives. They are
housebound. Geoff Clifford
suffers from kidney failure, and
for the past three years has
needed dialysis treatment
every few hours.

His daughter, Janet, 31, is
severely handicapped by cere­
bral palsy and her mother, Avis,
can't take her out alone,

"We haven't been able to go
to church together as a family
for nearly three years," Mrs
Clifford said. "We've felt very
cut off and it's just lovely to
hear the service and feel part of
it again."

—Margaretta Pos in the
Hobart Mercury

IHJouseboimdl Telephone to Ctarch

Avis, Janet and Geoff Clifford and their telephone link to their church services

Les Lawlor says...
1 stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—"white ants”—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact,
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636
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Ormond
Church of Christ
65th Anniversary

10 am
Sunday, 24 June 1990

Guest Speaker
Lawrie Barker

(former minister)
Followed by luncheon
For further information

phone B.L. Cann
(03) 578 1236
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News

First Baptism for Rowville

John Sutton

ACWF News
"Now is the time..." It sud­

denly seems as if things are
gaining momentum very
quickly!

The ACWF Executive meets
monthly and preparations are
now well under way for La­
dies' Day at Federal Confer­
ence. Guest speaker will be
Dorothy Armstrong, well-
known and respected through­

out our churches. Quit
number of tickets have alrn^a a
been sold for Ladies' DaylX?
eon. cri‘

Luncheon tickets canbeob
tamed when registering fn.
Federal Conference, or fromthe
ACWF Secretary (Ann Pa/ker
51 Binnalong Street, Roche/
ale 4123).

Looking forward to welcom.
ing you to Brisbane, 8-14 Octo
ber!

South Australia's
Headquarters

Cecilia Whalan is the first
person from the Rowville, Vic,
church, which commenced in
late February this year, to be
baptised. She was baptised at
the Springvale church by John
Sutton, with Tom Ede preach­
ing the sermon. Rowville
members, Cecilia's work col­
leagues and Springvale mem­
bers participated in a well-at­
tended service, which was fol­

timevisitors and a steady group
of some 30 regular attenders. A
recent gospel service saw 37
present. Other activities include
Biblestudy and a prayergroup.
The young church is enthusias­
tic about the community re­
sponse and believes it is well
placed to grow.

For further information con­
tact Tom Ede (03) 802 8479, or
secretary, Kerrie Laird (03) 763

The Conference offices of the
South Australian churches, in­
cluding Retirement Services,
moved to a new location at the
end of May.

The new address is:
Churches of Christ in SA Inc.
263 Melbourne Street
North Adelaide 5006

An official opening and in­
spection of the property will
held on Saturday, 27 October
1990. The extensive, functional
property is well located and
after additions are completed
will include a resource centre
and conference room to cater
for workshops and seminars.

Townsville Easta^ Camp

The Australian Christian

A rare event, a marriage cere­
mony incorporated into a Sun­
day morning worship and
communion service, was held
at the Dulwich-Rose Park
United Parish (Uniting Church
and Churches of Christ) in the

lowed by supper.
Rowville church reports a

continuing contact with first-

0582. Rowville is part of the
CROP initiative for Vic-Tas
churches.

Why do we congregate at
camps—is it for outreach, fel­
lowship or personal growth or
do we just go to reassure our­
selves of our faith? This year I
believe that whatever the moti­
vation it was addressed at the
Easter 1990 camp at Camp
Irwin, Townsville, Qld.

The speaker was Dave
Smethurst, an evangelist, who
sees his work as spreading the
good news of Jesus Christ and
encouraging thebuilding up of
the saints. He first spoke to the
church on the Thursday eve­
ning prior to Good Friday.

The initial camp introduction
on Good Friday focused on

Marriage Ceremony in a
Worship Service

9 June

L.M.C.T.
6549 

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ring wood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H. (03)7221780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

Adelaide suburb of Rose Park
on 20 May.

The marriage was that of
Lloyd Roberts, long-time
board member of Dulwich
Church of Christ, and Sami
Spencer,former secretaryof the
United Parish. With relatives
and friends coming from as far
as Queensland for the occasion,
the big Gartrell church chapel
and gallery were packed full as
the ministers Rob Williams
(UC) and Roger Brown (CofC)
jointly officiated. Prayers and
readings were given by mem­
bers of the families. Neil Bright
presided during communion

The usual tea/coffee period
in the hall after the service was
transformed into a celebratory
session in which the church
people united with the visitors
and a cake was cut, however
there were no speeches.

John 15 and the fruit of the
vine. On the Friday afternoon
Dave focused upon our pur­
pose in creation.

On the Sunday morning the
camp greeted the sun (son) in a
dawn communion service The
study then looked at the "in­
spirational gifts" of the Holy
Spirit.

The camp was a challenge
for growth, a time of fellow­
ship and an encouragement for
the faith of many.

There are tapes of all the
teaching sessions of the camp
which are available to non-at-
tenders.

—John Carrigy



Famlme Allert
Sudanese-born journalist,

Jacob Akol, the man who
alerted and led the BBC's
Michael Buerk to the horren­
dous Ethiopian famine will
arrive in Australia directly
from Mozambique to report
on the 4 million in desperate
need of help there.

He is currently in Mugu-
lama, an area in the Zambezia
province of Mozambique remi­
niscent of the famine camps of
Ethiopia. About 50,000 are in
desperate straits, with 100 more
arriving daily.

Up to 30 a day are dying,
with thousands of severely mal­
nourished children requiring
immediate attention.

World Vision has begun an
airlift of vital food and medical
supplies. The agency has al­
ready committed $400,000, but
S1.7 million is needed.

With few reports available
on the Mozambique war and
famine, Jacob Akol admits the
situation reminds him of the
way the Ethiopian famine was
silent until it finally burst into
the world's consciousness.

Jacob Akol, who is the World
Vision communications man­
ager for Africa, will be in Aus­
tralia as part of this year's World
Vision 40 Hour Famine.

Fundsraised from this year's
event will help get food to
Mugulama, as well as famine
relief in Sudan and Ethiopia.

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

RETIREMENT VILLAGE
330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Hostel Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Waiting List Now Open

Handicapped Learn to Make Glasses
Thanks to supporters

throughout Australia, Chris-
tianBlind Missioninternational
recently opened its 50th optical
workshop in Africa to produce
low-cost spectacles for needy
people.

Workshops employ handi­
capped people to prod uce spec­
tacles, which are then made
available in hospitals or given
to mobile health workers who
travel to isolated areas.

"In my role as an optical
consultant I visit each work­
shop regularly," said CBM co­
worker Peter Spoerer. "1 al­
ways try to keep production
methods simple so that tools
and machines can be easily op­
erated. 'These workshops are
contributing to the develop­
ment of Africa and instil a sense
of achievement to our local
staff. Most workshops employ
disabled people, who we can

enable to lead a fuller life and
enjoy a sense of purpose.

"In September we will start
an 'opti-fundi' course—fundiis
the Swahili word for techni­
cian—at which we willbe train­
ing selected workers from all 

over Africa in tool maintenance
and repair methods for fitting
optical machines. This will
greatly improve the efficiency
of the workshops, as well as
teach valuable skills to the
underprivileged and disabled." 

GMepal to Guarantee KeDSgoous Freedom
Inan address to Christiansin

Kathmandu on 7 May, leaders
of Nepal's new interim gov­
ernment proclaimed a new era
of human rights and promised
to include religious freedom
considerations in the new con­
stitution.

Addressing a jubilant crowd
of some 2,000 Christians who
were gathered at Kathmandu's
Royal Academy to celebrate the
30th anniversary of the Nepal
Christian Fellowship, Nepali
Congress Party leader Ganesh
Man Singh commended Chris­
tians for their contributions to
the nation's history. Singh said
he would push for full recogni­
tion of human rights and relig­
ious freedom.

The historic public rally
would have been illegal prior
to the mid-April upset of King
Birendra's autocratic rule,
which paved the way for the
formation of an interim gov­
ernment. Until the new consti­
tution is drafted, power will be
shared among the King and the
Movement for the Restoration
of Democracy, an alliance of
the Nepali Congress Party and
the United Left Front, which is

a coalition of seven left-wing
parties.

Outspoken attorney H.S.
Niraula, however, reminded
government leaders in atten­
dance at the rally of Nepal's 40-
year history of religiousrepres­
sion, during which Christians
have been arrested and impris­
oned according to a restrictive
application of the constitution
and related legislation.

Christian activist Charles
Mendies says he is optimistic
over recent political develop­
ments in Nepal. Mendies was
arrested in November 1989 and
is currently serving a six-year
jail term for his Christian ac­
tivities.

According to Nepal's consti­
tution, it is a crime to disrupt
"the traditional Hindu commu­
nity of Nepal". Thus, attempts
to convert others from Hindu­
ism to Christianity carry a sen-
tenceof three years in prison. If
conversion actually takes place,
the sentence could be as long as
six years. Hundreds of Chris-
tiansare currently awaiting trial
and sentencing for crimes re­
lated to this legislation.

Government leaders, how­

ever, have already indicated
that the new constitution may
mean a release of religious pris­
oners, according to Edgar
Metzler, executive director of
United Mission to Nepal
(UMN).

Three Nepali church leaders
met with interim Prime Minis­
ter Krishna Prasad Bhattarai
on 18 April, the day he was
sworn in, to discuss the law on
religion.

Changes in Nepal's govern­
ment and constitution follow
two months of anti-govern­
ment, pro-democracy protests
which climaxed in a 6 April
confrontation between riot
police and protesters resulting
in some 50 deaths. Bowing to
pressure, King Birendra agreed
to amend the constitution, al­
lowing for a multiparty demo­
cratic system that would re­
place Nepal's partyless Pan-
chayat political system, which
has been in force for the past 28
years.

Pastor Iosif Ton returned to
Romania in December after 9
years in exile. The following
day he preached to 16,000.
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Letters to the Editor
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The Australian Christian

—Peggy Harrison
(Launceston, Tas)

Barnabas Club
To the Editor,

I was delighted to read the
article "The Barnabas Club"
("AC" 12May)and it reminded
me very much of the Launc­
eston CWEF's scheme of many
years ago. At the beginning of
the year each lady was given
the name and birthdate of
another member, who then
became her Peanut-Sister for
that year.

Letters are limited to
200 words

8 (228)

—H.F. Cox
2 Peverel Close

Cambridge CB5 8RW
England

Excommunication
To the Editor,

I feel that Tertius ("AC" 12
May) is right about excommu­
nication. It is interesting that of
the 12 Disciples, one betrayed
the Lord (and hanged himself
so our Lord's attitude to him
cannot be known), one denied
him, one apparently sat by the 

9 June

fire and said nothing so was
not noticed (John), and the rest
deserted him. We know only of
Peter being asked if he loved
him; of the rest all we have is
silence. But they were sent out
to save the world. Work for the
Lord is the greatest of all heal­
ing processes. The proper
course for one who may have
stumbled is to put them about
the Lord's work.

A heretic after the third
admonition is to be treated as
no longer in the church. The
apparent sense is that they have
already left the congregation
rather than being thrust out.

A form of excommunication
has crept into some of our
churches. This is to deny the
right to work for the Lord in his
church, e.g. cut off the reading
and presidential plan, or for­
bidden on the organ roster etc.
This is a cruel, unchristian
practice, at variance with the
New Testament, and in oppo­

Theocracy and
Democracy

To the Editor,
There may be other ways

than democracy of running a
church, e.g. the early church
selected Matthias by lot (Acts
1:26), but the Greek church was
democratic and for them de­
mocracy was right. For us
democracy is the only thing.

Theocracy seems to be ac­
companied by an even more
pernicious and illogical prac­
tice, which, despiteits utter lack
of scriptural authority, is the
practice in some churches.

I spent a number of years
away from my own church
helping another of a morning
and attending my home church
evening meeting, and this was
followed by a number of years
when I was very ill and atten­
dance was spasmodic. Several
years ago my illness stabilised
and faced with theplea for more
people on the plan my con­
science pricked me into action.
I asked to be put back on the
plan. Nothing happened.
Thinking the matter had been
forgotten I wrote a letter. It took
fouryears to force the elders to
tell me why I was not accept­
able: I had applied for the
position and not waited to be
asked. The illogic escapes our
elders.

Churches of Christ stand for
mutual ministry, perfection
through service and personal
commitment. Theocracy stands
for a church run by a narrow
little clique totally opposed to
Churches of Christ philosophy
and New Testament teaching.

—John J. Alderson
(Havelock, Vic)

Pen Friend Wanted
To the Editor,

I am a keen member of the
Church of Christ (in isolation
here). The nearest Church of
Christ places of worship are all
anti-musical instruments in
service people. The brethren
equivalent to your group are
tiny in number in this country,
but there are many more "Old
Paths" groups, so I lack fellow­
ship.

1 would very much welcome
Australian pen friends keen to
discuss matters pertaining to
Churches of Christ plus other
matters.

During that time, events in
the lifeof the PNS, such as birth­
days and anniversaries were
remembered, family achieve­
ments recognised by notes or
cards or small gifts left surrep­
titiously in letter boxes, words
of encouragement were sent in
difficult times, appreciation
given of a job well done, and
assurances of a prayer-cover­
ing all the time.

While the scheme was a lot
of fun, it also made us each
aware of, and take a great inter­
est in, our PNS and her family,
about whom we may have
previously known little. Many
and devious were the ways we
used to communicate with our
sister and her family and it was
only at the end of the year and
amid great hilarity that identi­
ties were revealed.

I have often thought such a
scheme could be made to cover
the wholechurch membership,
and the Barnabas Club seems
to meet the situation. All power
to it!

sition to the practice Of
Lord, wicked and a heresy r

-John J. Alderson
(Havelock, ViC)

"Separated but Not
Lost!"

To the Editor,
Alan Matheson ("AC" 2S

May) reveals an unawareness
of some significant develop
ments with regard to ministry
welfare in Vic-Tas. 7

The Advisory Department
commissioned an extensive and
thorough survey during thelast
12 months to ministers to in­
vestigate the degree of stress
amongst ministers and what
should be the appropriate re­
sponse to the modern issues of
ministry. The survey was con­
ducted by Dean Phelan, an
industrial psychologist. It re­
vealed that, amongst other is­
sues, the percentage of minis­
ters reporting high stress levels
was slightly lower than the 

Unofficial Prayers
To the Editor,

I have spoken in earlier letters of my wandering mind during
church services. I had thought that I had improved, until last
Sunday. I should have been meditating on higher things, but my
mind mused over a possible promotion at work that might come
my way. I found myself hoping that I would get it when my wife
ended the dream with a nudge for the offering.

Recalling this later it seemed to me that I was involved in an
unofficial prayer, "Lord if that promotion comes up please see
that my name is on top of the list."

Then I thought of the unofficial prayers that might be prayed in
church by other sufferers with wandering mind disease.

'Tord, I wonder if I turned off the gas." . „
z Lord, I hope that the ladder isn't showing beneath my skirt.

sermon could have stopped at that point couldn t

L°rd, if my husband snores I'm going to be terribly embar-
rassed

^Lord, not that hymn again."
Good Lord, I've left my purse at home."

j rT '3ac'< seat: "Lord, please get Sara to notice me, °
if he do ^asnZt arr*ved yet- Please get him to come, I 1

tO^^m ‘t6 PU1PU: "L°rd' Where are the bOard memb.eJd
either!" °F ^Ord' some °f your pearls were not appreCia

wbo 8ave us minds that are prone to wander,
Amen ° prayerS/ and hear the deeper needs that they re

—Terties



News

population as a whole even
though they were exposed to
more stressful events than the
population as a whole. Gener-
allyministersreported ahigher
degree of optimism about the
future than the population as a
whole.

There were some clear mes­
sages for those involved with
the welfare of ministers, par­
ticularly in the areas of the rela­
tionship of the Advisory De­
partment to ministers and the
effectiveness of the "Pastor to
Pastors" scheme.

At Dean Phelan's suggestion
a group of ministers, independ­
ent of the Advisory Depart­
ment, is meeting to evaluate
the report and to make corpo­
rate suggestions to the Advi­
sory Department.

The report answers many of
Alan Matheson's questions and
willbecome more widely avail­
able when the ministers have
completed their evaluation and
made their recommendations.

In the meantime, the Advi­
sory Department in conjunc­
tion with the Minister's asso­
ciation will continue to sup­
port the excellent work being
offered by Ken Clinton as Pas­
tor to the Pastors.

—E. C. Keating
(Nuna wading, Vic)

[This letter, which is longer than
the 200 word limit on Letters to
the Editor, has been allowed as
a response to a prior article—
Editor]

Loving the Brother­
hood

To the Editor,
I have never had any diffi­

culty with the apostle Peter's
injunction to "love the brother­
hood" (1 Peter 2:17 RSV).
However, I think it might be
time we stopped using the
word "brotherhood" to de­
scribe our collective activity. It
is now redolent of a 19th Cen­
tury secret society and some
may see it as a gender term.

It is suggested that we re­
place it by the use of the equally
biblical word "communion"
(koinonia), which suggestsboth
fellowship and a central aspect
of our worship and witness.

—Harold E. Hayward
(Berowra, NSW)

NSW CWF Conference
The NSW CWF Conference

was held on 10 May at the Au­
burn church with approxi­
mately 160 present.

A time of praise led by Joan
Touzel featured musicians
Bronwen Dixon, Peggy Cam­
eron and Dorothy Wilson.

During the morning session
Lorraine Hensby and Marga­
ret Morris gave a duet accom­
panied by Vai Stephenson.

Judy Gordon brought a Fo­
cus on DCDE, highlighted her
work at the new church at Ka-
toomba and told of her new
appointment as associate min­
ister at Castle Hill later this
year.

Jack Murphy brought a Fo­
cus on the work of Community
Care Department.

The "Special Effort" for the
coming year will be for "fur­
nishings for the new wing at
the Pendle Hill Nursing
Home".

Dorothy Holstein was guest
speaker and she spoke on the
work in India.

The afternoon session in­
cluded a Focus on the Nursing
Home at Pendle Hill by Cecily
Duncan.

Avon Moyle told of the work
of the Aborigines Missions.

Officers for this coming
Conference year are Noelene 

\HTEG^

<? Christian
Confidential
Professional

Assisting Christian Singles
PO Box 240

World Trade Centre 3005
Phone (03) 306 1549

Roose, President, Lyla Beck-
ingham, Secretary, and Betty
Broady,Treasurer. Noelene's
theme is "Reach Out and Touch
Him".

—Lyla Beckingham

Vk-Tas CWF Coiiufe ire race

"Go Forward in Prayer and
Service" was the theme of the
Vic-Tas CWF Conference held
at the Glen Waverley, Vic,
church on 3 May. The morning
session featured singing, wor­
ship led by Aileen Draney,

business and reports. The
Mornington CWF Singers
gave several items. The amount
of $27,247 was given to the on­
going work of the Department
of Community Care, Overseas
Missions, Aborigines Commit­

tee, Department of Mission,
Education and Development,
and the Churches of Christ
Theological College, Mui grave.
Ian Allsop gave an address.

In the afternoon session Ju­
lie Trinnick, Assistant Direc­
tor, OMB, responded to the
Conference Commitment Of­
fering. $5,210 was given to­
wards the cost of security fenc­
ing at Madang, PNG. Items
were sung by Brian Jacques,
and Bessie Hom gave a devo­
tional message. A service of
dedication was held and He­
len Hall was inducted as CWF
President for 1990-91.

The evening session featured
a musical program, which in­
cluded the Nuna wading Choir,
Meredith Vincent, and Bruce
and Leigh Verity. Ian Corlett,
minister at the Sunshine
church, was the speaker.

Travelling to Federal Conference?
CP can help with your travel arrangements to attend Federal Conference. We have ne­
gotiated special conference airfares and special bus rates. No matter what date you're
travelling—check with us for a very competitive rate!

For further information, contact: Marilyn Smith 008 24 2904

Christian Projects
Paving the way for the future of the Churches of Christ in Australia

PO Box 140, Carlingford NSW 2118 Toll Free (008) 24 2904c?
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Media Review

®@©fcs
1 and 2 Samuel
An Introduction and Commen­
tary
by Joyce G. Baldwin (Inter-Var­
sity Press)

This is one of the more recent
additions to the Tyndale Old Tes­
tament Commentaries. This set has
expanded rapidly in recent years
and aims to provide the student of
the Bible with a handy, up-to-date
commentary on each book, with
the primary emphasis on exegesis.

This commentary is based on
the RSV and provides a verse-by-
verse explanation of the text. The
introduction sets the books of

land2
SAMUEL

JOYCE BALDWIN

Samuel in the longer history of
which it is part and helpfully discusses their composition, theol­
ogy and text.

—CRA

Personal Grieving
by Judith Michael Murray (Chi Rho Books) $4.95

This recently published booklet of 62 pages is thebest resource
1 know to give to a grieving person (bereaved or divorced). The
statements are brief and realistic. They deal with the range of
feelings and thoughts that many experience. Headings like "Be
Gentle with Yourself' and "Feeling Anger against God" give
some idea of the approach. Each page also has a one-sentence
prayer that avoids cliches. I've found that non-Christians find
help from the text and then they begin to notice the prayers. The
attractive cover is an added bonus. This is one of a series of
booklets worth looking at.

—Keith Bowes 

themselves evocative of discussion on the theme of peace; and th
ethical content and developmental challenges are superb. °

It is not an overtly Christian book, but Christian princiolo
permeate it in a way that still leaves it highly attractive to non
Christians. A Christian family can use it with confidence. It len£
itself to family use together, as it can encourage discussion bv
people with a wide variety of ages. ’

Thebook helps children understand what peace means, and its
importance in their lives. A young reader can slowly put a name
to that feeling of security and serenity that is already of central
importance to him or her. Scholes extends this progressively to
community and then world level, showing that the only lasting
peace is brought about by everyone concerned being treated
fairly, and that we must each be concerned with the needs of all
people.

While recognising that sometimes conflict is desirable and
even essential, the book also explores various routes to conflict
resolution, and gives a sensitive discussion of co-operation and
compromise as paths to peace.

It realistically shows peace not as a glossy, problem-free exis­
tence but as a special kind of feeling that lives inside you, that
enables you to feel peace even when in fear or pain. It is here,
simply but beautifully, that the importance of religious faith is
shown.

—Maureen Stepanoff

Nahum, Habakkuk and Zephaniah
An Introduction and Commentary
by David W. Baker (Inter-Varsity Press)

A further addition to the Tyndale Old Testament Commentar­
ies, this book covers three little-read Old Testament prophets.
There have been one or two commentaries released on these
books in recent years, however this commentary is a welcome
addition to the literature. Each of the three prophets is dealt with
separately and after five of six pages of introduction and exami­
nation of the main theological emphasis David Baker devotes the
bulk of his commentary to a section-by-section exegesis of the
text. —CRA

-KTW
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Withit Church of Christ

Guidelines for Growing Christians
by LeRoy Lawson (Standard Publishing) $15.95

Guidelines for Growing Christians was written by Dr LeRoy
Lawson, pastor of Central Christian Church, Meza, Arizona
USA. Since becoming pastor of this church in 1979 the congrega­
tion of 490 has grown to almost 2,000. He is billed as a popular
writer of more than a dozen books but this is the only one of his
that I have seen.

This book, which is very easy to read, is divided into 13
chapters, each being a development of the general theme "Where
do you go after you have arrived?" (Arrival for thepurpose of this
book is baptism!) As the title suggests it is a manual to help new
Christians grow in their faith. Topics such as humility, forgive­
ness, fellowship and prayer are discussed, often with good illus­
trations for preaching. Each chapter begins with a relevant scrip­
ture passage and concludes with a set of questions that could be
used as "discussion starters for small groups".

This book has lots of good things in it but the only things I
marked for future reference were thesermon illustrations. Browse
before you buy.

We Are a Health and Beauty
Centre

Let us give you some of these..
A Faith Lift

Prayer and Praise Aerobics
Dally Walks on the Narrow Way
Sunday Vitamins of Bread and

Wine
The Washing of the Heart

The Clearing of Blurred Vision
Body Building: Carrying the

WeakPeacetime
by Katherine Scholes (Hill of Content) $9.95

This book was pure delight! The writing style is excellent- the
impressionistic illustrations by Robert Ingpen are beautiful, and
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(MO to Mfa)(S(uis ASd Scripture Distribution
Business EstaMshedThe first "Human Develop­

ment Report" released by the
United Nations Development
Program (UNDP) has been
welcomed by the Australian
Council for Overseas Aid as a
"breath of fresh air" in devel­
opment thinking.

"ACFOA urges Senator
Evans to study the document
and refocus Australia's aid
program in the light of the five
key findings/' said Russ ell Rol-
lason, Executive Director of
ACFOA.

"Economic growth seldom
trickled down to the masses,"
says the report. It goes on:
"What mattersis how economic
growth is managed and dis­
tributed for the benefit of the
people. Australia's aid policy
has placed too much trust in
the benefits trickling down to
the poor and not enough effort
into targeting aid and ensuring
equity in the distribution of
benefits.

"Social spending should
move to the top of the policy
agenda for development in the
1990s."

Despite the proven effective­
ness of women as agents for
social change in developing
countries, Australia's aid pro­
gram has given low priority to
projects involving women.

The report says, "A partici­
patory approach is crucial to 

any successful strategy for
human development. A com­
prehensive policy for the par­
ticipation of NGOs is essential
for any viable strategy of
human development."

While the Federal Govern­
ment has increasingly used
NGOs to deliver food aid and
relief in difficult areas such as
Ethiopia, it has not developed
a comprehensive policy to as­
sist people-centred develop­
ment, to increase popular par­
ticipation towards giving or to
involve NGOs fully in country
programs.

"Poverty," according to the
report, "is one of the greatest
threats to the environment" and
"environmental damage rein­
forces poverty".

The Government is moving
to "green" the aid program but
it is yet to move to give the aid
program a "poverty focus", so
essential if the environment is
to be protected.

The UN report states: "The
international community
should earmarkan overwhelm­
ing share of its concessional
resources (aid) for Africa."
Australia's stated aid policy is
to reduce aid to Africa and focus
in our region, but "there is a
growing trend towards a con­
centration of poverty in Africa".
Australia must give greater
priority to aid to Africa.

FouryoungChristiansinDar
es Salaam, Tanzania, have es­
tablished a business that has
increased their income, their
monthly salesdramatically and
given employment to 24 young
people.

Less than a year ago the four
youngpeopleattended aScrip-
ture distribution workshop
organised by the Bible Society
in Tanzania. They were taught
how to go out into the commu­
nity, and not only share the
Word of God but also sell Scrip­
tures to providea smallincome.

The four men and women
saw the potential in develop­
ing a business that would help
young Christians continue their
education and at the same time
achieve their target of reaching
every person with the Bible.

After the seminar they be­
gan selling Scriptures at bus
stations, markets, secondary
and primary schools, and even

With the unexpected and
dramatic elimination of the Iron
Curtain, the work of the Euro­
pean Evangelistic Society with
itsInstitutzurErforschungdes
Urchristentums and its
Christliche Gemeinde in Tue­
bingen, Germany, is involved
with rapidly expandingoppor­
tunities. Already, we have had
personal contacts with congre­
gations and colleges and semi­
naries east of the Curtain. Now,
these contacts urgently demand
attention and assistance.

Our current Institut Direk-
tor, Dr Ronald E. Heine, has
lectured in seminaries in Ro­
mania and elsewhere in the
East. And, the pastor for the
Gemeinde, Dennis Lindsay,
has spent the past three years
in study and personal contacts,
which have sought to create
mutual interest between the
congregations sponsored in
Europe by the three branches
of the Campbell-Stone move­
ment. At the same time, he has
identified seven locations for
the planting of new congrega-

Islamic institutions. They also
began making house-to-house
visits. More devout young
Christians were recruited and
distribution rose from 63 Bibles
and New Testaments to
monthly sales of more than a
thousand Scriptures.

Lucas Dismas Vuzo, thedis-
tribution organiser, said the
monthly income of approxi­
mately S240 helps pay for the
distributors' clothing and rent
and gives them a little pocket
money.

Speaking of some of the
problems they face he said,
"People sometimes mock what
we are doing and some of our
youngerdistributorshavebeen
threatened for distributing
Christian material, but these
problems only strengthen us
and encourage us to continue
witnessing to Jesus Christ by
selling Christian literature,
which is so much needed here." 

tions. Our Institut and Ge­
meinde together are forming a
program for the acculturation
of families that wish to enter
Germany as church planting
families. This will enable them
to be more effective and less
frustrated in their efforts. Pope
John Paul II has termed Europe
as "pagan" and issued a call for
the re-evangelising of the land
of the Reformation. We find
ourselves in the midst of de­
mands that are breathtaking in
their possibilities for Kingdom
building now.

We appreciate the interest in
this mission expressed by Dr
Don E. Stewart and Gordon
Stirling and others from "down
under". We continue to offer
our prayers and concern for the
life of the brotherhood in Aus­
tralia. We hope to see many of
you present for the luncheon
sponsored by the Society dur­
ing the next Assembly of the
World Convention of Churches
of Christ, meeting in 1992 in
Long Beach, California.

—Robert Shaw

Z~1 TRIPLE SEVEH COMMONKflTlONS

1990 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

IS CHRISTIAN RADIO A
SOUND INVESTMENT?

What will our keynote speaker, John Smith (of Care & Community
Concern) say about our renewed hope of a Christian radio station
in Melbourne? Invest a couple of hours on Wednesday 20 June to
find out. You'll also hear about our new board, new name and new
image. Christian communication is John's concern. Is it yours as
well?
Where/When? Parkview Room, Camberwell Civic Centre,
WEDNESDAY 20 JUNE at 8.00 p.m.
TRIPLE SEVEN COMMUNICATIONS (the registered name of
Melbourne Christian Radio Limited) is a non-deno min a tion a I/non­
profit organisation seeking to communicate Christian values
through quality of life radio programs for the people of Melbourne.
To find out more, ring George Morgan on 670 9661 or come along
on Wednesday 20 June. You’ll be most welcome.
STOP PRESS: Meet our new General’Manager, Bruce Upton.

Eastern European News
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Happenings

3 million Australians will be
attempting to break a rec­
ord in raising $7.25 million
by either fasting or spon­
soring those fasting in the
1990 World Vision 40 Hour
Famine, from 8 pm 15 June
until 12 noon 17 June. Last
year's 40 Hour Famine
raised $5.8 million. The
focus of this year's event is
on Mozambique,Sudan
and Ethiopia, the 3 most
needy countries in Africa.

According to a report in
Moscow News all religious
organisations and clerical
personnel In Georgia,
USSR, are to be exempt
from taxes. Previously
clergymen and other
employees of religious
groups were subject to
higher tax rates than the
restofthepopulation, but
nowthe republican Coun­
cil of Ministers has lifted
taxation completely in the
hope that the church will
more effectively be able
to contribute to the res­
toration of church build­
ings and charitable activi­
ties.

The Moscow Patriarchate
of the Russian Orthodox
Church and the Soviet
Ministry of Health have
signed an agreement to co-
operate in a campaign
againstalcoholismanddrug
abuse.

The Australian Bureau of
Statistics says that the
number of women hav­
ing babies out of wedlock
has declined for teenag­
ers in the 1980s but in­
creased for women aged
between 20 and 34 years.
Women are having their
first child at an increas­
ingly older age, the aver­
age age now being 27.1
years.

A Christian worker in
Kachin, in the north of
Myanmar (formerly
Burma), estimates that 90%
of the 4 million in Kachin
are Christians. Myanmar is
undergoing a tumultuous
upheaval politically at pres­
ent, with hardships for
Christians.

, Catholics now number
I 878 million worldwide
! (17.6% of the world's 
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population). The Vatican
says there are 402,000
priests, and the number
of seminarians has risen
from 62,000 in 1978 to
90,000 In 1987.

The SA Churches of Christ
Social Justice Committee is
holding a workshop "Chil­
dren in Poverty' on 13 and
14 July at Colonel Light
Cardens church. Keynote
speaker will beMark Henley
(Service to Youth Council).
Details from Jean Roberts
(08) 356 9158, Ted Heard
(08) 276 8979 or Bruce
Whyatt (08) 370 2311.

A report published by Af­
rica Watch, a New
York-based human rights
organisation, estimates
that at least 500,000 non-
combatants have been
killed by war and man­
made famine in Sudan
since 1986, due to the
actions of the Sudan
Armed Forces, militia
groups and the Sudan
People's Liberation Army.
Millions more have been
forced tofleetheirhomes.

The Evangelical Alliance of
Romania had its applica­
tion for registration ap­
proved by a judge on 10
April. The approval followed
a period of negotiations
between the alliance and
officials of Romania's provi­
sional government.

One in 10 ministers have
had affairs with members
of their congregations,
and about one in 4 have
had some kind of sexual
contact with one of their
followers, according to a
major study by the US Park
Ridge Centrefor the Study
of Health, Faith and Eth­
ics. The researchers gath­
ered data from hundreds
of ministers over a 4-year
period. Almost all those
interviewed who admit­
ted to illicit sexual con­
tact said they felt guilty
about it, and blamed their
immoral behaviouronthe
Intimacy of counselling
situations.

Missionaries in Liberia are
evacuating parts of the
country where fighting has
increased significantly in
recent weeks. In late March 

a veteran missionary couple
were killed by guerrillas.

The Melbourne Youth For
Christ annual benefit con­
cert is being held on 21
July at the Robert Black­
wood Hall, Monash Uni­
versity. Guest artists in­
clude Joint Heirs and Doug
MacFarlane. Tickets cost
$10. Details (03) 8879199.

The New Revised Standard
Version Bible, in prepara­
tion since 1974, was re­
leased in early May. Its
predecessor, the RSV, ap­
peared in 1952.

A spokesperson for the
bishops of the [Eastern
Orthodox] Church of
Greece says several posts
in the new government,
secretaries of state for
education, worship, cul­
ture and sciences, should
be held by dergy or oth­
ers endorsed by the
church.

Michael Sushil Adhikari, a
well-known Baptist leader
in Bangladesh, is the
country's new Prime Minis­
ter. 905 of Bangaldeshi are
Muslims, and most of the
rest are Hindus. Christians
account for 0.3% of the
more than 110 Ban­
gladeshis.

The future of Australia's
premier award for relig­
ious art, the Blake Prize, Is
under threat because of a
lack of sponsors.The prize
was almost not awarded
last year, until a person
who wants to remain

eral times In Melbourne
during a visit 23-25 June.
On 23 June at 7.30 pm at
Wesley Uniting Church,
Lonsdale St, Melbourne,
he will speak at an ecu­
menical rally to celebrate
the beginning of the Year
of Ecumenical Sharing
(Pentecost 1990-Pente-
cost 1991).

Paul and Josuena Mortiz,
who in recent years have
been planting and oversee­
ing house church fellow­
ships in the suburbs of
Manilla, are visiting Austra­
lia with international Needs
during June and July. They
will be speaking at several
Churches of Christ during
their visit including Harvey,
WA, on 6 June at 7.30 pm;
Warwick, WA, on 10 Juneat
6.30 pm; Maylands, SA, on
1 7 June at 10.30 am; Bor­
dertown, SA, on 18 June at
7.30 pm; Ringwood, Vic,
on 27 June at 6.30 pm and
at Nunawading, Vic, on 28
June at 9.30 am.

International Needs are
holding a dinner at the
Nunawading, Vic, Church
of Christ on 30 June at 7
pm. The cost Is S10. De­
tails are available from
Glenda de Jager on (03)
873 2138. Speakers will
be Paul and Josuena Mor­
tiz from Manilla on their
ministry Inthe Philippines,
and Nicholas White from
the Nunawading church,
who recently spent six
months in Europe and
Asia, will share his experi­
ences.

anonymous donated
funds to the Blake Prize
Society.

The Australian Council of
Churches general meeting
being held in Adelaide 29
June-3 July will be a curtain
raiser totheWCCAssembly
to be held in Canberra in
February 1991. The open­
ing worship will be at 8 pm
on 29 June in St Peter's
Cathedral.The preacher will
be Dr Philip Potter, former
general secretary of the

Dr Philip Potter, former

5ecretary °f the
World Council of
Churches, will speak sev. 

Australia's Catholic bishops
have established an annual
$15,000 scholarship to
enable an Australian lay
person to study social jus­
tice at an appropriate insti­
tute overseas.

The Muslim community
has announced plans to
establish their first Aus­
tralian university in Perth.
The announcement was
made at the opening of
the nation's first Muslim
high school at suburban
Thornlie, WA, in May.

The Houston International
Film Festival, the world's
largest film and video
competition, has awarded 

The Australian Christian

the Australian Bibl»
Society'svideo"New$rrin
tures for an Old Land'' £
Silver Award. The video
portrays the work under
taken in Papua NewCuinea
by the Bible Society The
award was in the religious
film and video category
which had 85 entries.

Radical changes |n
Albania'spenalcodehave
been Introduced at ases
sion of the People's As^
sembly. Legal reforms
including repealing a law
banning religious propa-
ganda, were announced
to the Albanian Parlia­
ment on 8 May. The law
demanding the death
penalty for defection has
also been lifted.

The German Lutheran
Church in the USSR, which
was allowed to organise as
a church only 2 years ago,
has been accepted as a full
member of the Conference
of European Churches, the
Geneva-based European
ecumenical body.

The managementof Hun­
garian television has
agreed with church lead­
ers to air programs for
the Catholic and Protes­
tant churches. Catholic
programming will last 25
minutes per week, divided
Into Bible readings,
church news, children's
catechism and counsel­
ling. The Protestant
churches will have 15
minutes air-time perweek
to share between them.

After 15 months of renova­
tion work involving 13,000
volunteers, Operation
Mobilisation's new ship,
Logos II, was launched in
April. The former Spanish
ferry, with 190 workersfrom
39 nations aboard, will
shortly visit East Germany,
Poland and the USSR.

The Baptist Mlssionap'
Society plans to mark, in
1992-93, the 200th anni­
versary of the arrival in
India of English mission­
ary William Carey.Among
other things, republica­
tion of all known works by
Carey and a feature film
on his life and work are
planned.
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News

• South Australian Conference

Reflecting the Person of Jesus
The 116th Annual Confer­

ence of Churches of Christ in
South Australia has been and
gone. Led by Trevor Lawrie as
President, it has been rated one
of the best attended and cer­
tainly one of the most positive
meetings forsomeyears. There
is a growing spirit of excite­
ment and hope in South Aus­
tralia and this came through in
every aspect of the program.

• Reunion Day is always the
opening event and it brings
together people with 45 years
of membership or over 60 years
of age. Led by the Women's
Ministry Committee, it was a
day of great fellowship and
sharing.

• Women'sDay wasablyled
by Julie Adams. This was the
second year in the new format.
It was the first occasion at which

SA Conference President, Trevor Lawrie

the guest speaker, Dr Keith
Farmer, spoke on the
President's theme, "Reflecting
the Person of Jesus".

• President's Night was a
smooth, well-organised event
with a high degree of inspira­
tion and encouragement. Ron
Roberts was inducted as State
Minister of our churches. A
well-produced audio-visual of
church development; a dra­
matic presentation of a church
on the move presented by
Noarlunga Centre; Joanne
Lawry, a 13-year-old singer,
capturing the hearts of the

people; a presentation on the
work of CCTC at Mulgrave by
Jenni Ashton (Student Presi­
dent); Keith Farmer speaking
and supper following made up
90 minutes of challenge, inspi­
ration and encouragement.

• Ministers' meeting led by
JoanFewsterat Dulwich-Rose
Park brought together 103
ministers and their wives for
lunch and a further address
from Keith Farmer. This gath­
ering and the Magarey Lectures
(a residential conference),
where 87 registered to live in,
was the largest gathering of 

FRIENDS OF
YORK STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST

BALLARAT
are invited to

THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEW CHAPEL
to be held

SUNDAY, 1 JULY 1990
10.30 am Official Opening

11 am Worship, followed by fellowship
luncheon

7 pm Gospel Service

RSVP Ministers
18 June Jim Cunningham
Church Office Gary Berry
410 York Street
Ballarat 3350

ministers in the state and re­
flects the growing sense of
togetherness in the ranks of the
full-time ministry.

• Businesssessions wentwell
with some good debate and an
honest facing of a wide range
of issues. Friday evening was
given to Dr Farmer to develop
stage two of his coming Pam­
phlet Club article, "Churches
of Christ: Possible Directions
for the Future". Warm applause
greeted the welcomeof the new
church at Golden Grove into
membership of Conference.
Dennis Lord, the minister, re­
ceived the hand of fellowship
extended by the President.

• Reflections was the theme
of the Youth Ministries presen­
tation held at Marion church.
A capacity audience of young
people and a stimulating pro­
gram presented by Jim Keatch
and the Youth Ministries
Committee was well received.

• "Conference Celebration"
in the Maughan church fea­
tured the Magill group "New
Co nnexions", the final add ress
of Dr Farmer and a thank you
to retiring President, Trevor
Lawrie.

• Our new President for a
period of two years is Robert
Leane. An elder of Blackwood
church, he is also the Director

TTtfujpDo Sovocrn
WhatwillJohnSmithofCare

and Communication Concern
say about the renewed hope by
Triple Seven Communica­
tions for a Christian radio sta­
tion in Melbourne? Interested
people are invited to invest a
couple of hours on 20 June to
find out. They will also hear
about the new Triple Seven
board, new general manager
and new image. The occasion is
the annual meeting of Triple
Seven, incorporating Mel­
bourne Christian Radio, and
will be held in the Parkview
Room, Camberwell Civic
Centre at 8 pm.

Triple Seven Communica­
tions is a nondenominational/
non-profit organisation seek­
ing to communicate Christian
values through quality of life
radio programs. (See advertise­
ment on page 11.) 

of the Independent Schools
Board in South Australia.

The Conference is commit­
ted to three major emphases in
the next two years.

» Celebrating the 100 years
of work in Overseas Missions,
and the commitment to the new
fields of Fiji and Zimbabwe.

» Endorsement of Kennon
Callahan's Twelve Keys to Build­
ing Effective Churches, to ensure
that local churches have a pro­
gram and sense of mission that
is relevant to their community.

• Directing the resources of
the Committees of Evangelism
and Church Resources, Minis­
try, Building Extension and
Retirement Services to the
development of a new work at
Aldinga in the southern areas
of Adelaide and an investiga­
tion of the developing area of
Gawler East.

—K.D. Home

BUCKINGHAM „
MEMORIAL CENTRE
Self-catering camp sit0

38 Lockwood Rd,
Belgrave Heights

Accommodation for 60
Large recreational hall

Low tariff
Small groups welcome

Enquiries: Jack Edwards
(03) 890 2443
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GUARANTEED USED CARS

o

o
o

Providing a relocation service
in real estate
across Australia and
New Zealand

658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS

Special Offer
for New Subscribers!

Receive "The Christian" for
the rest of the year for

only $2 if you quote this
advertisement.

Phone (03) 3791219

mm if©i^
CHRIST?

Melboome
God has clearly laid if
on my mind and heart
that he wants a radio
station built to service
all the Melbourne area
to spread his word.

If this is his will then, no
doubt, he has or will
speak to others.

If God has spoken to
you in any way about
this project, pleases
contact me, Ray
Thornley, now (phone
(03) 561 4885 orwrite
to PO Box 132, Glen
Waverley 3150).

CAN YOU HELP?
If you have any photo­
graphs or slides showing
aspects of the ministry of
Jack McCormick,
would you please forward
them to him at 5/23
Bamfield Road, Hei­
delberg Heights 3081. He
will have them copied and
returned to you as soon
as possible. The material
is for a review of 39 years
of ministry.

Gardiner
Church of Christ

1 (cnr Malvern Rd
I & Scott Gve)

17 June 1990
I 10.30 am

Guest speaker
! Dr David Batstone
! Visiting Lecturer in
| Liberation Theology at
i Whitley College

Balook
is a tiny unspoilt hamlet sur­

rounded by the unique
Tarra-Bulga National Park,
two and a half hours from

Melbourne
Central heating

Log fires
Transport from Traralgon
station by arrangement

Fem Valley
Guest House

RMB 7565, Balook 3971
Phone (051) 96 6141

offering
• on the spot home loans
• building & mortage T.L. insurance
• valuations, free appraisals
• auctions
• property management
PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL
AND PERSONAL SERVICE

WOON & QUIN PTY LTD
Licensed Agents, MRS

311 Unley Rd, Malvern 5061
Office (08) 373 1044; Fax (08) 373 1672; A.H. (08) 377 0371
“Real Estate Professionals—Unley”

ooooooooooooooooooooooooo

SAN F. KNIGHT, llb, BCom

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR
REGISTERED TAX AGENT

Dean Sander

0 Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates and Wills, °
o Taxation, Personal Injuries, o
° Business and Company Law °
o 10 Best Street 48 Madigan Drive °

o North Fitzroy 3068 Glen Waverley 3150 •
° Phone (03) 481 0854 Phone (03) 561 5879 °

Whether it be your first car or you wish to “trade in" let TED
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long

experience in the trade
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW-TELL YOUR FRIENDS LMCT4376

□ o o o o o o

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11

7.00 p.m.

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

KNEELER DESIGN PTY LTD
ARCHITECTURE

PLANNING
INTERIORS

LANDSCAPE

CURRENT PROJECT
PIGEONHOLES FOR

GREENSBOROUGH CHURCH OF CHRIST

TELEPHONE (03) 391 5598
234-236 DOUGLAS PDE,

NEWPORT, VIC 3015
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Classifies

BIRTHS
PARIS (Nee DONALDSON) To
Terry and Fay, another handsome
son, Jacob Alexander. Born 14 May.
8 lb 11 oz. Brother for Samuel.
Praise be to Cod.
STALEY (PRESTON) Sue, Tony and
Jessica welcome with love, Jayden
Anthony, born 12 May at CCH
Traralgon. First grandson for Jen­
nifer and David Preston,Traralgon.

ENGAGEMENTS

PRESTON—ROGERS Jennifer and
David of Traralgon, together with
Marilyn and Frank are pleased to
announce the engagement of Jac-
quelyne Elise and Matthew James.
Love and best wishes to you both.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

SHARP—TULLY Keith and Joyce
announce with gratitude the 50th
anniversary of their marriage at
Church of Christ, Doncaster, on 15
June, 1940 by A.W. Connor. Pres­
ent address 65 Winterley Road,
Point Lonsdale 3225.

DEATHS

CLINTON, Frances Evelyn, on 24
May at Churches of Christ Nursing
Home Murrumbeena. Loved wife

of Harold Edwin (dec.). Loving
mother of Harold (dec.), Russell,
Colin (dec.) and Ken. Mother-in-
law of Betty and Norma. Loved
grandmother of Roger (dec.),
Heather and David, Wayne, Janis,
John, Andrew and Peter. Fond
great-grandmother of20. Aged 106
years. At rest in Christ. Grateful
thanks to sisters and staff of the
Nursing Home for their loving care.
KILLEY (CHIPPERFIELD) Jean
Doris. On 22 May 1990. Dearly
loved wife of David. Loving mother
of Marilyn, Jillian and Ian. Mother-
in-law of Paul, John and Tiz. Dear
grandma of Julian, Karen and
Amanda. Loved sisterof Ruby (dec.),
Stan, Ettie and Mavis. Now and
forever with her Lord. Thanks be to
Cod who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

IN MEMORIAM
BARRENGER, Winifred Louisa
7.6.89. In loving memory of a very
dear Mum and Grandma—Gwen,
Keith,Winston, Debbie, Jenny, Ross
and Cathy.

TO LET

CALOUNDRA Holiday at Caloun-
dra after Federal Conference. One-
bedroom unit available 3 weeks 
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Help a 1
Missionary! ■

Our missionaries love to keep In touch with the news i
from home and look forward to the arrival The Austra- !
Han Christian. And we love to send them “The Chris- I
tian”—but to keep the news fresh we have to send i
copies by airmail.
For this we need your help—you or your church can I
sponsor a subscription to “The Christian" for your I
favourite person overseas.
Don’t delay—telephone (03) 3791219 rig ht now and find I
out how you can help, or write to “Help a Missionary”, I
The Australian Christian, PO Box 101, North Essendon .
3041. Don’t let our missionaries get Into hot water! I

L

from 12.10.90. $110pw (sleep 4).
Two-bedroom unit available one
week from 26.10.90. $125 pw
(sleeps 6). Write M.J. Schulz, Muck-
adilla 4461. Phone (076) 26 831 7.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 10-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write PO Box 65, St Agnes
5097. __________

IAN & L.A. McDonald Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations—
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.

HOLIDAYS

THE BANKHOUSE AT DUNKELD.
Southern Gateway to the Grampi­
ans. Accommodation for 24 people
in 5 bedrooms, with kitchen, 2
bathrooms, lounge/recreation area
with wood fire. Beautiful, quiet
surroundings on 2 acres close to
town. Suitable for families and
groups. $5 per person per night.
Phone (03) 561 6863.
SORRENTO 2 Flats, hold 7 each.
Centre of town. Visit Point Nepean
National Park.winter or summer.
Reasonable rates. Agent Johnston
(059) 84 2266.

BUILDERS

GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modern FSC 2-BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone (053) 56 6300.

QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST Ab-
solute waterfront unit Runaway Bay,
Broadwater. Peaceful area. Delight­
ful views. Available privately. Only
45 minutes to Brisbane. Very rea­
sonable rates. Enquiries: Len Brooks,
118 Wilgarning Street, Stafford
Heights 4053. Phone (07) 359
7227.
MACALISTERLODGEForyournext
family or group weekend enjoy true
Australian nature at its finest. Situ­
ated at Lake Glenmaggie, Central
Gippsland, bordering the high
country wilderness. Michelle and
Dave Sanders cater for groups
ranging from families to youth or
senior citizens. You can enjoy many
of our organised sport or bush
activities or just do your own thing.
Groups of 8-15 people. Friday
evening to Sunday evening $80 all
inclusiveof accommodation, meals.
Includes transport to and from if
required. Please do not hesitate to
contact us for further information
on (03) 786 6001 (AH).
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house.
Excellent position, close to front
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms.
Modernised. $200 p.w., $250
school holidays (not Christ­
mas-January). C.R. Brough (03) 808
2815
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News

Airport Chaplains fty on
ened the vision for airport
chaplaincy throughout Austra­
lia.

29 attended the inaugural
Conference of ITIM Airport
Chaplains recently in Mel­
bourne, Vic.

One New Zealand and 14
Australian chaplains were
joined by six aviation repre­
sentatives, four denomina­
tional representatives and four
guest speakers. Only five air­
ports in Australia and three in
NZ were not represented.

The Federal Airports Corpo­
ration (FAC) Melbourne Air­
port, Ansett Airlines, Austra­
lian Airlines, FAC Adelaide
Airport, Qantas Airways and
the ITIM Federal Executive
sponsored the two-day event.

Many at the conference were
meeting for the first time.

Civil Aviation Authority
staff counsellor, Michael Clare-
brough, spoke of the beneficial
past and future working rela­
tionship with chaplains.

Training was given in criti­
cal incident stress debriefing
from ITIM's Peter Hill, to be
better equipped for any crises,
and the Victorian State Direc­
tor, Dr Peter Marshall, wid-

The Manager of Finance and
Corporate Services for the FAC
at Melbourne Airport, Graham
Muir, after outlining the his­
tory and plans for the FAC
spoke of their plans for further
developing the relationship
with chaplaincy.

This included accommoda­
tion and quiet rooms or chap-

At an evening dinner at the
airport's Top Air Restaurant
Australian and Conference
Convener, Dare Stevens, spoke
of his role as Senior Vice-Presi­
dent of the International Asso­
ciation of Civil Aviation Chap­
lains, and the involvement with
chaplains overseas and the
Association.

One of the important in­
volvements of Airport Chap­
lains is in the Airport Emer­
gency Plan, principally in the
area of human recovery.

The group inspected Mel­
bourne Airport's AEP facilities,
and discussed participation at
respective airports.

Back row: Stephen Tregloan, Tas (C of C), John Con­
nor, NSW (Bapt.), Dare Stevens, Vic, (C of C), Dennis-
Hughes, WA (C of C), Peter Holloway, Vic
(Retd)(AngIican), Anthony Taylor, SA (Anglican)
Middle row: Bob Ellor, NSW (Anglican), John
Bowyer,WA (Anglican), Max Woolcock,Vic (UCA),
Craig Ellis,Tas (Anglican) . _
Front row: Neville Ross, Qld (UCA), Bob Burn, WA
(Anglican), John Swift, Vic (Anglican), Pat Barton,
NSW (RC), Ivan Powell, NZ (Presb.)

MissiA.^. Ans On a Chang­
ing Wfef
It was Os-\_ V'/zv-J

wald J. San- 7
ders who once
wrote: "There has never been a
significant outpouring of the
Holy Spirit on the mission field
without a previous outpouring
of the human spirit in prepara­
tory prayer."

Taking to heart these words
the Swanston Street, Mel­
bourne, Vic, church decided to
commence their 19th Annual
Missionary Convention this
year first with a 40 hour pray-
erathon over the weekend of
11-13 May and then with ahalf
night of prayer on 16 May.
Several hund red members par­
ticipated in these special times
of extended prayer.

As the Convention meetings
commenced on 17 May, the
fruits of these extended peri­
ods of prayer became immedi­
ately evident. Record atten­
dances marked thisyear'sCon-
vention peaking at an atten­
dance of 640 on the final Sun­
day morning. There were 70
primary decisions (mainly from
among Mainland Chinese) at a
Mandarin-speaking service on
the Sunday afternoon, and
another 60 commitments for
full-time missionary serviceon
the final Sunday evening.

The offering response was
an all-time high. The love gift
cash offering on the final Sun­
day morning was $30,695,
while the faith promise renewal
response was for $172,000.

This means that over
$200,000 will be given this year
in support of the Swanston
Street missionary family, which
presently consists of 26 adults
and 18 children.

The theme chosen for this
year's Missionary Convention
was "Missions in a Changing
World". The two guest speak­
ers were Bishop Cresford
Chitemo from Africa and Dr
James Hudson Taylor from
Asia.

The opening meetings,
which were addressed by
Bishop Chitemo, the team
leader for African Enterprise in
East Africa, were held in the 

church building at Swanston
Street. However by the Friday
night, even with seats down
the aisles, the church building
was no longer able to accom­
modate the crowds and so the
final three meetings with Dr
Taylor, the General Director of
the Overseas Missionary Fel­
lowship, were held at the Phar­
macy College in Parkville. At­
tendances at each of these three
meetings exceeded 500.

On many occasions the con­
gregation was moved to tears
as Dr Taylor recounted thrill­
ing testimonies of the suffering
church in China. Dr Taylor
shared many of his own per­
sonal experiences and the con­
gregation was deeply chal­
lenged by his ministry.

Othermajorhighlightsofthis
year's Convention included
magnificent worship experi­
ences led by a 10-member or­
chestra, the singing of a 20-voice
Chinese choir, and exciting
interviews with Aileen Dra-
ney—a veteran missionary
with Churches of Christ in
Papua New Guinea, who has
seen over 6,000 believers come
to the Lord and 70 new churches
planted, and with Shirley Low,
a full-time staff worker with
the Navigators, who has led
many overseas female students
to the Lord on campus at the
University of Melbourne. At
each meeting, personal audio­
visuals were screened from the
various members of the over-
seas-based members of the
Swanston Street missionary
family.

—Allan Webb

■ ~~■ ' ' ■ ■

Church of Christ 

SOUTHPORT
now meets In

Parklands Drive
8.55 am

Worship and Communion
6.30 pm

Gospel Celebration
Minister: Noel Newton
(075) 94 6154, 94 6633

31 4353 (AH)
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Focus on The Pitch
sion will not be big enough.

The Patch's first full-time
minister was appointed this
year. Previously there had been
student ministries, and Glyn-
thea Finger served on a part­
timebasis. Mike Folland gradu­
ated from CCTC last year and
The Patch is his first full-time
church. Originally from Black­
wood, SA, Mike and his wife, 

he picturesque Dande-
jng Ranges near Mel-
jurne, Vic, noted for

rainforests, lyrebirds, market
gardens and flowers, is a popu­
lar area for picnickers and tour­
ists. In a valley over the other
side of the ridge visible from
the city is The Patch.
It is close enough to
the city for people to
commute to it yet
still retains the feel­
ing of a rural area.
The church, isolated
in some ways, is actually the
only Church of Christ in a very
large area and virtually serves
as the regional church of the
Dandenongs.

The Patch is growing. With
development in the area and
new families joining the church,
the current chapel is inade­
quate, so it is being extended to
double its size. The frame and 

a considerable amount of trav­
elling involved, much of it on
dirt roads avoiding wombats
and kangaroos.

The ethos of the area and the
Shire of Sherbrooke is for a
careful balance between devel­
opment and conservation. The 

church is part of this commu­
nity and fits into it well. The
shire refers community care
matters to the church, and the
church serves the community.
The church youth group caters
mainly for non-church youth
and is led by Paul Fry, from the
Churches of Christ's Camp
Waterman at nearby Monbulk.
There is a "Love and Justice" 

church, after saving to extend
the chapel, were told by the
council that the other facili­
ties—the hall and kitchen etc.—
had to be upgraded first. This
was done and saving started
again. Perhaps, with more
growth, even the new exten­

rial) and is currently looking at
a vegetable co-operative to help
people.

Although no evening serv­
ices are held, there are outreach
and teaching programs held on
Sunday nights. Seminars, such
as in effective parenting, have

been open to the
community, and
Bible studies are
held between 4 and
6 pm with a sepa­
rate program for
children and tea

after. An active CWF also works
for the community. The church
is involved in an interchurch
council and a combined ecu­
menical service is held each
month.

The potential of The Patch
church is exciting with possi­
bilities for significant growth
evident.

The elders and deacons are 
roof has been completed so the
extension should be completed
in a month or two. At present
an average of 85 to 90 people
meet for the weekly 10.30 am
service in the back hall. The

Ruth, have two children,
Aaron, 7, and Brooklyn, 5.

The Patch is an exciting
church for Mike to be in, as it is
set in a beautiful area with a re­
sponsive community. There is

committee that researches ar­
eas of need, concern and mis­
sion in the community. This
committeeinitiated a recycling
program (since forced to cease
by the glut of recycled mate­

looking to the future with in­
novative ideas, and with the
church's responsibility to the
community there is an expec-
tationofgrowth,andnotjustin
numbers.

______ Stadenft iProffllte
600 km return journey to college—weekly

That's Commitments
T

* o travel 600 km on a
weekly basis to attend
college involves comm it-

ment of a very high order. But
this year one of the part-time
students of the Churches of
Christ Theological Collegedoes
that each week of the semester.

Allan Blyth is the pastoral
minister at the Albury, NSW,
church, where he serves with
Alex Tilson, the senior minis­
ter. Working towards his
Bachelor of Divinity degree,
Allan is enrolled in New Testa­
ment Greek. This year he at­
tends the Monday Greek class
and uses the college's "excel­
lent library" for study, both for
Greek and also Medieval and
Reformation Church History.

Allan's routine is to catch the
Sunday 4.45 pm train from
Albury. (Once he actually
"caught" it as it was departing 

from the platform!) From
Spencer Street he travels to G1 en
Waverley station and then by
taxi to the college.

On the first Sunday of each
month when the Albury church
has a gospel celebration, the
routine changes to catching a
2.45 am bus, which gets him to
college right on 8.30 am as lec­
tures start.

Greg Elsdon (who lectures
NT Greek) is not offended by
Allan taking his pillow to class!

For Allan, college is great.
Having tried to study Greekin-
dependently some years ago,
he really appreciates Greg's
lectures and the encourage­
ment of other students. He also
enjoys the opportunity to forge
links with staff, both full-time
and honorary, and with the
ministers and others for whom
the college is a great meeting 

place. One of the fringe bene­
fits of his weekly visit to col­
lege is the inspiration he gains
from the many voluntary and
honorary workers who support
the college so faithfully.

There are two things about
the college that Allan would
like all Christians to make a
matter of prayer: the outstand­
ing loans on the new college
and the pressures this places
on staff, especially the Princi­
pal, Bill Tabbernee; and the
burden of fees on students. He
feels especially keen that stu­
dents entering their second or
third years of study with an
obvious call to ministry should
be relieved of that burden.

Back home, Allan's wife,
Julie, and his children Kather­
ine (15), Mitchell (13) and
Benjamin (11) are very suppor­
tive (although they don't enjoy

him being away three nights a
week, especially when he s
sometimes out another two or
three).

Allan also appreciates the
supportand encouragement he
gets from his many friends at
the Albury church to continue
the studies to which he feels so
committed.
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brewing Spiritually

Growth through Participation
by Beverley Grenfell

young man amble across the
platform and find himself a
seat—only to move twice more
before settling. His intellectualD

t was a wet Sunday morn­
ing. Instead of walking to
the back of the church and

then around outside to the
Sunday school hall, the chil­
dren came forward, crossed the
platform and exited through
two doors into the hall. There
were so many—it thrilled me
to see them and to recall with
gratitude my own Sunday
School days. The same morn­
ing a young man who had re­
cently been baptised and wel­
comed into membership was
growing spiritually by helping
to distribute the communion
emblems. Then I noticed a 

impairment does not preclude
him from participating in wor­
ship within an accepting con­
gregation.

As we participate we grow.
As we grow we do not merely
exist as a living being—we can
advance to maturity, and reach
full size. To do this we need to
tap into the wisdom and
strength available to us. A
growing plant can produce
fruit. As Christians our growth
can be evidenced in compas­

sion, concern, hospitality, pa­
tience, tolerance, our availabil­
ity to others and willingness to
be a "listening ear".

Before visiting Charleville,
just two weeks after the recent
disastrous floods, I tried to
imagine what I would want to
replaceas soon as possible. One
staff member had lost most of
her possessions—so I first se­
lected a Bible, then some Na­
tional Geographies, novelsand
a book on rainforests of Aus­
tralia.

However this lady had never
owned a Bible in her life and
didn't think she would read it, 

so gave it back to me nicely. I
got to thinking about howmany
others we associate with who
have never owned a Bible. I'm
praying for this lady, and hop­
ing some of the novels I se­
lected from my bookcase will
influenceher. Someofourolder
people are great examples of
spiritualgrowth. While bidding
farewell to folk well in their 80s
they assured me that they
would be praying for me every
day without fail. And they will
not fail. Our interaction with
people can help or hinder our
spiritual growth. Let us be care­
ful to grow.

• Beverley Grenfell is a member
of the Margaret St, Toowoomba,
Qld, church.

Ministers" Workshop

Mmnsters Cam Lea™!
Ministers have been continuing
their education as interest and
enrolments in various postgradu­
ate programs offered by the three
Churches of Christ theological
colleges indicates. Each college
offers an excellent range of op­
tions for ministers to develop and
grow in their theological under­
standing and ability to minister:

CCTC
The Churches of Christ Theo­

logical College, Vic, offers a
number of programs. Of most
interest to ministers is the two-
yearGraduateDiplomainMin-
istry. The teaching component
is during a one-week residen­
tial period at CCTC with regu­
lar seminar activities located in
the minister's home state sup­
plementing this program. As­
sessment is through the sub­
mission of a field report and a
field education program. The
emphasis is on practical minis­
try with a particular focus on
the development of larger
churches. Over 20 ministers
from four states have enrolled
for 1990.

Through CCTC, the Mel­
bourne College of Divinity
degrees of Bachelor of Theol-

by lan Allsop
ogy, Bachelor of Divinity,
Master of Theology, Master in
Ministry and Doctor of Theol­
ogy can be taken. Churches of
Christ ministers are currently
enrolled ineach of those courses
either with the intention to
complete the degree or to take
single subjects which they
know will assist them in their
ministry. Further details can
be obtained from the the Reg­
istrar, Graeme Wigney, 40-60
Jacksons Rd, Mulgrave 3170.
Phone (03) 790 1000.

Carlingford
A number of ministers have

decided to convert their cur­
rent Diploma in Ministry into a
Bachelor of Theology degree.
Such can be achieved through
the Churches of Christ in New
South Wales Theological Col­
lege as a member of the Sydney
College of Divinity.

Less rigourous three-day
short-term courses are offered
on a regular basis in seminar
format for ministers who
graduated from college over six
years ago. All ministers have
the opportunity to enrol in the
currentprogramsoffered tothe
students and some have en­

rolled for single subjects of the
Bachelor of Theology degree.

Short courses of two weeks
duration in February and June
are available as modules to­
wards the degree and these are
open to all ministers. Further
details can be obtained from
Dr K. Farmer, PO Box 140,
Carlingford 2118. Phone (02)
630 7533.

Kenmore
The Kenmore Christian Col­

lege in Queensland has retained
an active program through the
Institute of Continuing Educa­
tion for Ministry (ICEM). This
program has been widely ac­
cepted by ministers around
Australia and particularly in
Queensland and leads towards
a Graduate Diploma in Minis­
try-

The conversion course from
a Diploma in Ministry towards
the Sydney College of Divinity
Bachelor of Theology can be
studied at Kenmore. Some sub­
jects are taught on campus.
Kenmore also offers for all
ministers the opportunity to
study specific areas of ministry
and theology through partici­
pation in twice-yearly seminar | 

programs. The Bachelor of
Theology degree offered
through the Australian College
of Theology isanotherpro gram
taught at Kenmore. Ministers
are welcome and encouraged
to enrol in this degree. Further
details can be obtained from
Principal Don Spencer, PO
Box 55, Kenmore 4069. Phone
(07) 378 1988.

Ministers therefore have a rich
resource in their colleges and can
select each year through these
programs from over 100 possible
subject areas. The theological and
spiritual stimulation received can
be expressedin relevant and prac­
tical ministry and the life of the
congregation is enriched accord­
ingly. Every encouragement is
given to congregations and
ministers to consider continuing
education for ministry as an es­
sentialpart the life oftheirchurch
and ministry.

• lan Allsop is lecturer in pastoral
theology at CCTC.

Edited by Brian White, Field
Director of the Vic-Tas De­
partment of Mission, Educa­
tion and Development and
the Federal Board of Christian
Education.
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