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Christmas '91

A Good! Wws-
Badl News Stoiry

E
ditorials are interesting: sometimes
profound, sometimes puzzling and
sometimes read. The Well Street Jour­

nal for example, that prestigious financial
daily of the USA, has run the same Christ­
mas editorial since 1949, ending with the
words of Paul, "Stand fast therefore in the
liberty wherewith Christ has made us free
and be not entangled again with the yoke
of bondage." A most intriguing thought
from a financial paper!

77ie Past
Most of the 1991 editorials reflected on

the events of the past year. "There's a
sombre mood in the nation," read
Sydneysiders. "How could itbe otherwise?
Almost everyone in the community has a
relative, neighbour or friend suffering the
impact of the recession or unemployment."
(Sun Herald, 22.12.91) While some said it
was a time to show deeper compassion
("Goodbye greed: it's a caring, sharing
Christmas" ran one headline) another
noted that "there is a worrying heartless­
ness among too many Australians towards
homeless young people and the almost
one million unemployed." (SMH, 24.12.91)

While no one would expect editorial
writers to get too excited by the computer
program of the King James version of the
New Testament able to run on "IBM/
compatibles using DOS 3.2 or higher and
needs only 150 kb of memory" (Brisbane
Courier Mail, 24.12.91) or that the Quarterly
Journal of the Royal Astronomical Society has
pinpointed the birthdate of Jesus as "most
likely in the spring of the year 5 BC be­
tween April 13 and 27" (Canberra Times,
24.12.91) there is nevertheless a most dis­
turbing sense of navel gazing in this year's
editorials.

An Australian Christmas
There was good news in 1991. Bethle­

hem for the first time for many years
celebrated Christmas and the Middle East
peace talks commenced.
Africa apartl?eid regime of South
Afoca is talking with the African National
Congress, and the year saw the total col­
lapse of one of history's most repressive
and expans^nist empires, operated by the
Moswv/'1Ypfaht^rirhe^OViet^n’On^rom

• Yethardly a mention—of more
fJrreSt^Ya-SOUrown backyard: "An Aus­
tralian Christmas" (SMH} "A, Chricr
for Australia" hat la C-hnstrnsss«kabS;ea!a“
quite clearlv ih "C ortbeC«M&erm Times
quite clearly the "better earth" had to do 

with Keating, Medicare and someolacp
called Gungahlin!)

The failure of making Christmas "truly
Australian" however, was blamed on mi­
grants! Writers plumbed the worst fears of
the community. "As Australian society
becomes, increasingly multicultural," ac­
cording to the West Australian, "the nature
of the Christmas celebrations becomes less
meaningful to a bigger section of the com­
munity."

Lest it be thought that only our neigh­
bours in the West have to put up with such
rubbish, Melbourne readers were re­
minded that "Christmas as a religious fes­
tival distinct from a shopping spree, is
irrelevant to an increasing number of new­
comers. This is the price of multicultural
migration." (Herald Suh, 24.12.91)

With that kind of ill-conceived, ignorant
prejudice, if s little wonder that editorial
writers usually remain anonymous. Such
a preoccupation with ourselves reflects
the bad news of isolationism, ignorance,
selfishness and racism.

Spiritual
Sydney readers were blessed with, as

usual, a profound reflection on Christmas.
(Who is this writer of Christmas editorials
anyway? Why can't we ever meet her?)
Christmas, she notes, "matches the cur­
rent personal needs of Australians. It
speaks to confusions and uncertainties of
the present scene. To people discovering
the emptiness of secularism and material­
ism it offers enduring spiritual satisfac­
tion. It gives meaning for living and a goal
for existence."

The Brisbane editorialist on the other
hand argues, that "if it is a mistake to
pretend that modern Christmases have
much connection with religious celebra­
tion, it is also a mistake to assume that to be
spiritual one must also be a Christian-
(Now there's a sermon waiting to be
preached!)

But let the last word belong to Sydney.
"Christmas provides a new way of beliey
ing and living...It declares the secret of h e
is not in getting but in giving. It promises
peace...It presents hope...Christmas offer„
a new way of life for every Australian.
(24.12.91)

As I say, it was a good news-bad ne
time for Christmas editorials.

• Alan Matheson, a member °f
Camberwell, Vic, church, is Ethnic Liats
Officer with theACTU.
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Festival aft
ftlhie Eureka
SftcDcIkadle
People discover
Christmas gold in
Ballarat
About 15 years ago, Marion
Feary, then a member of the
York Street, Ballarat, Vic,
churchdecided to invitechurch
members to a carol singing
evening in her garden after
church on the Sunday before
Christmas. This continued for
a number of years until Marion
and her husband moved from
Ballarat. The church then
adopted the idea and a carol
singing service was established
at the Eureka Stockade Park,
the site of the famous rebellion
in 1854.

Since then the concept has
grown to the point where, this
year, more than 1,500 attended
the York Street Christmas Fes­
tival with activities lasting over
six hours. People from the
neighbouring communi ty were
invited to share in an outdoor
coffee shop, barbecue and

• York Street, Ballarat's Christmas Festival at the site of Eureka

childrens activities and listen
to several bands, all provided
free of charge.

As night fell, the air was filled
with carol singing, featuring
several local guest artists. The
evening was compared by lo­
cal radio personality, Frank
Clark, who is also conductor of
the church's 20-piece orches­
tra, which led the singing. The
day's activities culminated with 

the presentation, under the
stars, of the full-scale musical,
"Deck the Mall" featuring a 50-
voice choir and performers
under the direction of Philip
Johnston. The whole festival
was co-ordinated by Glen
Strange, who said that even
though it was a mammoth un­
dertaking, requiring support
from all levels of the church,
the positive response from the 

community was very encour­
aging. Survey forms have been
prepared seeking people's re­
actions and these will be used
as part of the planning for a
similar event this year.

It was felt appropriate that
the site of Australia's historic
battle should, 137 years later,
ring to the sounds of "Peace on
Earth, Goodwill toward Men".

—Emmalie Clark

Christmas inn ScDnng
Telethon reaches target of 1,000 good deeds
"008 Christmas" was lastyear's I church's Christmas in Song,
themefortheCheltenham,Vic, held on 8 December.

The Pilgrimage and Chil­
dren's Choir sang a variety of
songs that certainly captivated
the audience, who also joined
in with the Christmas carols
throughout the melodrama.

* "008 Christmas” at Cheltenham raises money for the Christmas Bowl

The television studio
telethon setting was created to
raise and encourage good
deeds so that the threatened
cancellation of Christmas could
be avoided.

As senior minister, Gerald
Rose, and Scott Harrison
worked hard to keep the tel­
ephones ringing, reporter Kylie
Crawford and newsreader
"Brian" Lindsay Dewberry
kept the audience amused as
they also encouraged shoppers,
Kerryn Lang and Shanya
Taczynski to help.

The three Scrooges, Brett
Hughes, Scott Urqhart and
Michael Vine created prob­
lems but they were soon
"sorted" out along with the
postman, Michael Crawford.

Not only did the good deeds
target reach 1,000, much to the
relief of the man}' children at­
tending, but the Christmas
Bowl appeal raised overSl ,700.

8 February 1992 The Australian Christian
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GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Lodge Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Waiting List Now Open
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FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Second Test Broadcast
Will Triple Seven FM pass
She works among Melbou rne's
prostitutes and pimps, drug
addicts and derelicts—the
homeless, the hurting. He rides
the rails, reaching out to graf­
fiti-addicted teens. One visits
Victorian gaols. Others coun­
sel the needy on building sites,
in office blocks or in high-rise
flats. Some brave the "bear-pit"
of political life, from council
chambers to the upper house.

In Melbourne, find out why
whenTriple Seven FM runs its
second test broadcast on 91.5
(proposed frequency) from 22
February to 1 March.

Along with interviews with
Christians around Melbourne,
listeners can expect a light, "lis­
tener-friendly" format.

It will be mostly music, with
carefully selected adult contem­
porary commercial releases,
blended with contemporary

BUCKINGHAM
MEMORIAL CENTRE
Self-catering camp site

38 Lockwood Road.
Belgrave Heights

Accommodation for 60
Large recreational hall

Low tariff
Small groups welcome

Enquiries: Jack Edwards
(03) 568 1825

the test?
Christian tracks. Add reliable
news, sport and weather up­
dates and you have a style that
research shows should appeal
to many Melburnians.

Triple Seven aims to be pre-
evangelistic—a catalyst, en­
couraging people to call on-line
counsellors, linking inquirers
to their local churches for fol­
low-up counselling, evange­
lism and Christian nurturing
or practical care as needed.

Triple Seven has a Christian
board directing a group of vol­
unteers from a variety of
churches. These include pro­
fessional specialists in radio
broadcasting, from marketing
to technicians, announcers,
journalists, counsellors and
more. Over 15 people will be
involved just in the telephone
call centre during the test
broadcast. General Manager,
Bruce Upton, said it is a "total
faith venture" in all areas of
planning.

The organisation grew out of
Melbourne Christian Radio,
which was founded in 1977and
was reconstituted in 1990. It is
a non-profit organisation, trust-
ingGod'speoplefor prayer and
financial support.

—Jennie Howell

2nd TEST BROADCAST on 91.5 MHz
(projected frequency) Broadcasting daily 6am - midnight

22 February - i March, 1992
H,tIp maie Christian radio a reality with

y u prayer, practical and financial support
Contact Bruce Upton, Triple Seven | 4

Communication!. PO Box 117, -W Iv
LEN waverley vic 3150. Triple Seven

_____  I Communications

Switch on to a NEW SOUND
and light up your day

TRIPLE ,/?■
The light of Melbourne
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Schoell Chaplaincy
IFiirslI foff Steve Maunie
Newlands Primary School makes history
On the surface, a primary
school usually looks like a
pretty happy place. The sight
of children playing games and
learning to read and write of­
ten makes people nostalgic
abouttheirown childhood. But
underneath the surface of the
school's innocent activities
there can be hurt children, with
unhappy family lives and fears
adults have forgotten with the
passage of time. The principal
of Newlands Primary School
in Preston, Vic, Max Grant, is
only too aware of the under­
currents in his pupils' lives that
can make their time at school a
misery

He also knows his teachers
are concerned about pupils'
problems but often do not have
the time and sometimes are not
the appropriate people to help.

So rather than ignore the is­
sue the school council decided
to appoint a school chaplain,
the first in a state primary
school in Victoria.

Steve Maude started work
at the school early in August
last year. He is not being paid
for the position and there is no
hope of immediate funding.

Steve has a background that
includes working with teenag­
ers in the Uniting Church in
Preston, Fusion in Sydney and
St Vincent de Paul.

Steve was a little concerned
about working with children.
But he has been accepted with
open arms.

Steve is a little uncertain as
to which direction the work at
the school will take. One of the
many ideas being considered
is a school club" for children
whose parents are not home
after or before school.

Although he is the first pri­
mary school chaplain in Victo­
ria Steve Maude is reluctant to
see himself as a pioneer. "If it
works, hopefully other schools
will look at picking up the pro­
gram," he says.

He says it is perhaps an in­
dictment on government sup­
port systems that the commu­

nity is increasingly turning to
the church for help. One of his
first jobs will be to find funding
for the position of chaplain to
continue full-time at the school.

On 29 February there will be
an Australiana garage sale at
the West Preston, Vic, church
(which Steve attends) between
9 am and 1 pm. Proceeds will
be split between the church and
the chaplaincy fund. The
church has also organised a spit
roast and bushdance at the
Newlands Primary School on
29 February at 6 pm, with the
bushdance starting at 7.30 pm.
Family tickets will cost $25, a
couple $20 or single adults $15
(which includes the spit roast),
while the bushdance costs $10
for adults or $3 for children.
Details and bookings from
Steve Maude on (03) 354 2928
(business hours) or John Rich­
mond on (03) 460 7157 (after
hours).

You are welcome
at the Richmond Church of Christ
cnr Coppin and Murphy Streets
Services: 11 am and 7 pm
(03) 428 4844

The Australian Christian
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Taree's Memorial
Wnimdlcww
Pioneers honoured in stained glass

Us Yow IPosfcodle
EHeire?

2077, 2120, 2145, 2340, 2340, 3072, 3073, 3104, 3109,
3125, 3128, 3131, 3132, 3149, 3152, 3155, 3156, 3163,
3199, 3419, 3550, 4069, 4305, 441 3, 4560, 5025, 5032,
5041, 5043, 5051,5162, 5211, 5253, 5268, 5271, 5461,
6024, 6062

Australia Post gives us a discount if we send a number of
copies of The Australian Christian to the one postcode. In
some areas we need just one new subscriber to take advan­
tage of the discount; in others we are in danger of losing it.
Would you encourage one person from your area to be­
come a new subscriber? If you use the form on the back
page your friend can take advantage of the special offer for
a new subscriber recommended by a current subscriber.
Send the form (or a copy) to PO Box 101, North Essendon
3041, or telephone the information to us at (03) 3791219 or
even fax us at (03) 379 0015.

And you don't have to have one of the postcodes above
4 to recommend new subscribers. A small number of new

subscribers from many other postcode areas would qualify
us for the discount, and your friends will get "The Chris­
tian" at a discount, too. We all win!

Started at Last!
A building update from the Coffs City, NSW, church

A memorial to the pioneer
members of the Taree, NSW,
church was unveiled and dedi­
cated at a Christmas service.

A 3.3 m stained-glass win­
dow now has pride of place in
the church—a gift to honour
the pioneer members who com­
menced the work in Taree in
June 1863. The descendants of
George Saxby (one of the pio­
neer members) donated the
window to honour the work of
all the pioneer members of the
church.

The window has taken
stained-glass artist Peter
Heldon more than 900 hours to
complete, and will be lit at night
so that it can be a witness to
passers-by in Victoria Street. It
was designed by acclaimed art­
ist Cherie Phillips of Sydney,
who has also designed some of
the spectacular stained-glass
windows in the new Parliament
House in Canberra.

Features of the window are a
centre cross, a fishing boat, a
baptism, the tree of life, alpha
and omega on an open Bible, a
bread and cup, a do ve and rain­
bows.

The window contains 973
individual pieces of glass in 64
different colours from 10 manu­
facturers in several countries,
including France, Germany and
the USA. Some are painted and
stained and all are leadlighted.
It is 2m wide and contains 6 m2
of glass in 34 individual panels.

The early pioneers of the
Taree church were Thomas and
Jane Andrews, Henry West­
ern, George Newby Seniorand
George Saxby. Still worship­
ping at Taree church are third-,
fourth-, fifth- and sixth-genera­
tion descendants of the early
pioneers.

At the dedicationservice held
just before Christmas, Ted
Saxby, on behalf of the Saxby
descendants, gave the window
as a gift to the glory of God and
as a memorial to God's faithful
servants who established the
work in Taree. The dedication
service was one of the last offi­
cial duties for Dr Neville
Aubrey, who has now com­
pleted his term of more than
four years with the Taree con­
gregation.

Those who donated the win­
dow are Nel Haden (daughter
of Percy Saxby), Frank Saxby
(son of Edwin J. Saxby), Ted
Saxby (son of Roy Saxby), John
Saxby (son of George D. Saxby),
Janice Wrigley (daughter of
George D. Saxby) and Michael
Haden (son of Nel Haden).

It is hoped that a coloured
brochure can be produced ex­
plaining the details of the win­
dow. —Ted Saxby

Yes, after months of negotia­
tions with the local council
we've finally received our
building permit! This took us
several months longer than we
anticipated due to a large
number of objections from the
council that had to be over­
come.

When it appeared that there
could be a delay of at least sev­
eral more weeks we called an
"emergency" church prayer
meeting. Three hours after the
prayer meeting we were ad­
vised that we could start build­
ing the next day! The slab was
poured on 18 December and
workis now progressing stead­
ily.

We are still about $25,000
short of the necessary funds,
but we are pushing ahead in
the faith that God will supply
our needs. The church is ex­
cited about moving into the
new housing area. It affords us
a tremendous opportunity for
evangelism. We would like to
be in the new building by
Easter, but as we are depend­
ing heavily on volunteer labour
it may not be finished until May
or June. —Kevin Simington

Dinner and Seminar
• Men and Loss •

• Men and Stress •
• Men and Finance •
Qualified group leaders

Burwood, Vic, Church of Christ
280 Highbury Road

7 pm, Tuesday, 10 March
Sponsored by Christian Men’s

Fellowship
Cost $13

RSVP 1 March to Ron Johnston
(03) 878 6289

—~ -----------2_
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FURNITURE
RESTORATIONS

French Polishing and
Cabinet Making

Fine Craftsmanship
Repairs, staining and refinishing

of all types of furniture,
specialising in antiques
Furniture made to order

M.A. Wing-Tang and BJ. Purdie
B.H. (03) 723 0363A.H. (03) 720 1629

FREE QUOTES
(03) 723 0363

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H. (03) 7221780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

ON YOUR OWN,
YOU'RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles
Fellowship oilers friendship
through correspondence with

other bom-again Christian
singles and singte-again

people
Write enclosing a stamped,

self-addressed envelope
to:

CSF, PO Box 411,
Mayfield 2304
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People

daughter Jean (Mrs Max Witt)
are still very active. Their
younger sonz John, is now sadly
deceased. They are adored by
eightlovely grandchildren. The
family "line" continues in the
eight great-grandchildren,
soon to be nine!

Arthur's ministries were
based on conscientious preach­
ing and pastoral work. Al­
though he was basically a shy
person he was a true listener
and a wise confidant; people
rightly trusted in his utter good­
will and empathy. His preach­
ing touched all of us who were
privileged to share in it. He
eschewed all forms of rhetoric
orexaggerated mannerisms; he
spoke simply from the heart
about all those situations where
peoplearehurt,puzzledand in
daily conflict; in all of this he
broughta wealth of knowledge
of the depths of scripture. Here,
one felt, was a true word
expressed with integrity. And 

if "it is by their reading that
you know them", Arthur's li­
brary was impressive; he was a
daily student of the best in bibli­
cal scholarship and fine liter­
ature.

It is a joy, then, to celebrate
with Arthur and Clara—and
with all their family—these 90
years. Our thanks go to them as
a team for the friendship and
inspiration they have given to
so many, especially as living
examples of Christ's way in the
bonds of the community of
faith. —Viney Longthorp

Bnk’nlmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street
Mitcham 3132

Phone and Fax:
(03) 874 8101

A.B. Withers Hs 9W
the birthday chorusj Many friends join

, He still looks amazingly youth-
; ful, his handshake is firm, his
’ eyes still sparkle. He still fol­

lows keenly and with growing
insight the affairs of God'sking-

i dom.
On 29 January, Arthur With-

i ers celebrated his 90th birth-
j day. Many churches in Victo-
; riaandTasmania,togetherwith
’ Arthur's own family and a host

of friends join in this "birthday
I chorus".

As Arthur is a man of deep
reserve as well as possessing
genuine humility I'm sure that
he would have preferred that
this occasion slip by without
comment.

| His family moved from

During 1943 he served at
Margaret Street, Launceston,
Tas, in an important interim
capacity. Then his ministry
came full circle! Between 1975
and 1978hewastheministerat
Ivanhoe, where he had com­
menced ministry some 50 years
earlier.

So deeply did Arthur feel the
compulsion of the gospel that
after his official "retirement"
he helped churches in an in­
terim or part-time capacity.
Thus he returned to Kaniva.
He then assisted at Footscray,
Balwyn, Mount Gambier,
Greensborough, Essendon,
and Surrey Hills. They all
warmed to his special kind of 

Lismore, NSW, to Melbourne
when he was a boy. Theyjoined
with the Moreland church,
where Arthur was baptised in
1915 by Will Ewers. He became
an apprentice to a manufactur­
ing jeweller but felt the call to
ministry. On completing his
apprenticeship he entered the
College of the Bible in 1923. It
proved a busy time; in addition

I to his studies, he served as a
student minister at Red Hill,

i Blackbum (now Nunawad-
. ing), Moreland and Ivanhoe.
I He continued with Ivanhoe in
, full-time ministry after gradu­

ating from the college. All his
' ministries were long and fruit-
I ful. They were at Marybor-
. ough, Kaniva, Brighton, West
, Preston, Northcote and

Wangaratta, all in Victoria.
I

• Arthur Withers

input.
He loved the Brotherhood

and was deeply involved in this
wider work. He served on the 
Overseas Mission Department
for many years. In 1951 his
worth and leadership were rec­
ognised in his being elected as
President of the Victorian-Tas­
manian State Conference. He
brought to that office dignity
and commitment.

Equally loved and valued is
his wife Clara. He met Clara
Lovell at Moreland soon after
he moved there. They com­
menced "going together" in
1920 and were married at the
Coburg church in1926, the year
after Arthur graduated from
college. They recently cel­
ebrated their 65th wedding
anniversary. Clara was (and is)
a wonderful minister's wife.
Her own record of service is
also impressive. Apart from
taking an active role in the local
churches she gave valued lead­
ership in the girls Good Com­
panions clubs, where she was
a camp leader. She was also a
leader of Phi Beta Pi girls clubs
and taught Sunday school
classes for many years. In 1952
she was the President of the
Vic-Tas Christian Women's
Fellowship.

You are personally invited
to the
Churches of Christ Theological College
ANNUAL GARDEN PAMY
4.30-7.30 pm

8 February 1"2The Australian Christian

Arthur and Clara have en­
joyed a rich family life together.
Their children were all baptised
and became members of the
church; their son Les and

Meet New Students
esentation of Prizes and Scholarships

Launching of the College Year



Vanuatu News

CcDRHege Graduation
Ten Banmattnat students complete studies
Leis were put on the necks of
guests, graduating students
and their visiting families after
the opening prayer of the
Banmatmat Bible College,
Vanuatu, graduation service.
Lecturer John Stephen chaired
the service and Judith Vusi
welcomed everybody. The
eight graduating and two exit­
ing students were introduced
to the congregation by Jan
Christensen, as Cain Sese,
Conference Vice-President,
presented theirdiplomasor cer­
tificates. Cain also received the
students from Principal
Samuel Vusi as they were
handed over from the oversight
of the college to the care of Con­
ference.

Among the graduates was
Philemon Gigiri, an Anglican
from north Pentecost. The An­
glican Church was represented

by an elder, Philemon's father.
Cain and Lenster of Erotka,
Santo, exited with letters from
the college detailing their study.
Cain, who can neither read nor
write, attended two years of
lectures but sat for no formal
examinations. His wife,
Lenster, successfully com­
pleted one year of the college
course.

The graduation address was
given by former lecturer, Doug
Walladge, who spoke about the
qualities required of leadership,
using material presented to the
SA Sy nod of UC A by Dr Deidre
Palmer.

It was just after 6 pm when
the graduates lined up outside
the chapel for people to shake
hands with them. There were
many tears and words of fare­
well, encouragement and
thanks shared down the line.

Storim IDsumnaige
Cyclone Betsy blows in
Many in Australia don't have
much first-hand experience of
cyclones. Betsy began some­
where west of Vanuatu, hov­
ered for a while and then at full
force swept through the mid­
dle of the islands and made a
straight line towards the
Queensland coast. Many places
experienced the strong winds
that accompany tropical cy­
clones but the real intensity of
Betsy caused great damage in
Vanuatu.

Samuel Vusi and his family
were alone at Banmatmat Bi­
ble College in thesouth of Pen­
tecost Island. They were to
have left after the students but
the threat of Betsy meant there
were no boats and all aircraft
had been shifted to New Cal­
edonia. Julie Trinnick reports
that damage at Banmatmat is
extreme. Jan Christensen and
a team from Santo returned to
Banmatmat to help in the clean­
up, but a week later a helicop­
ter landed because from the air
things still looked so bad. The
chapel roof was removed and
it went through a classroom. 

Dormitories were wrecked and
lots of ancillary buildings were
destroyed. At the height of the
wind Sam had to tie down the
roof of the principal's house.
All the staff houses survived
but the place where Sam had
stored his family's belongings
ready to move out was
unroofed and the things inside
were spoiled.

The village at Ranputor on
the east coast of Pentecost was
badly hit. Many homes were
destroyed. Furtherup the coast
at Ranwadi High School there
was widespread damage, with
fallen trees and broken win­
dows causing damage to class­
rooms. Schools in Vanuatu will
begin two weeks late, on 17
February.

It is possible to go on listing
places and damage done, but
the long-term loss will be in the
gardens that have been de­
stroyed. When we talk about
gardens in Vanuatu it is not
rose bushes but food produc­
tion. It will be months before
gardens produce yams, taros,
bananas, pawpaws, manioc,

<• Banmatmat graduates in the lush garden setting
—before Cyclone Betsy

coconuts, mangoes and other
fruits and vegetables. In a coun­
try where subsistence living is
a way of life this is a very seri­
ous situation.

The Conference Council of
the Churches of Christ in
Vanuatu is meeting to deter­
mine priorities. Churches of
Christ Overseas Aid (COCOA)
will assist financially and there
may be need for practical as­
sistance. Will you pray for your
brothers and sisters in Christ
who havelost their homes, their
income and their livelihood? I
told them you would so I hope
I'm right! —Jeff May

After the cyclone
Brief references by the Austral­
ian media to a cyclone that had
affected Vanuatu give only a
limited view of the damage and
the ongoing effects. In January
Cyclone Betsy spent almost a
week passing through Vanu­
atu. The high seas and strong
winds caused damage through­
out the country. When I arrived
at Banmatmat Bible College, a
week after the cyclone, I was
welcomed by Jan Christensen.
Pastor August Ben and four
young men from Santo Island
were also there. They had be­
gun the work of cleaning up.
The following week some men
from West Ambae travelled to
Banmatmat to provide further,
assistance.

Strewn around the college
area were trees, branches, iron
and other debris. An orange
treehad fallen down alongjan's
back verandah. Another tree 

had damaged the roof of the
single girls' quarters nearby.
One-third of the chapel roof
had been blown off. The wind
had come from at least two di­
rections over a period of sev­
eral hours and so some iron
from the roof had landed to the
west of the chapel. The larger
section had been blown east
and smashed into a classroom,
damaging the wall and louvre
windows.

The day I arrived a helicop­
ter landed. The First Secretary
for Home Affairsand twoother
men were visiting places that
were badly affected. Nearby
Ranputor village had several
homes damaged and the church
destroyed.

In other areas even where
there is no damage to buildings
the loss of food from gardens is
a major concern. Large clumps
of broken bamboo mean that
building supplies are depleted.
The increase of mosquitoes af­
ter a cyclone is one of the fac­
tors that lead to an increase of
sickness. People have been told
to boil water before drinking it.
South of Ranwadi, the road has
been washed away by the high
seas in two places, cutting off
the school from the airstrip. The
school driver will now be driv­
ing a boat until the road is re­
paired.

Assistance will come in vari­
ous ways where it is needed.
Funds from COCOA have been

| used to send immediate help to
. Banmatmat. A request will be
I made for further funds to be
i sent for rebuilding and repair.

—Julie Trinnick
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Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to
200 word?

Curkpatrick
To the Editor,

Just a word of appreciation
to Stephen. "The Serendipity
of Freewill" ("AC" 1 Decem­
ber) is an article of real insight
concerning the phrase "God's
plan for my life". One of the
key sentences reads: "Thegrace
of God gives us the freedom to
live in the serendipity of free
will, with its infinite range of
possibilities for living a Christ-
filled life." Scope for failure is
acknowledged, and even then
there may be experienced
"unique possibilities out of fail­
ure".

My letter is prompted by this
particular article, but it is really
to express appreciation to
Stephen Curkpatrick for a
number of his writings that are
creative. He writes with insight
and with that rare capacity to
use what Fowler calls "the right
word in the right place".

—Ed Roffey
(East Kew, Vic)

Pregnancy Loss
To the Editor,

I read with interest the letter
by Jenny Kearney ("AC" 1 De­
cember) about her work with
people who have suffered preg­
nancy loss. I would like to af­
firm her in the work she is do­
ing.

Thirteen years ago, I bore a
baby boy at five and a half
months gestation who lived for
two hours. In September 1991,
my family and our pastors,
Heather and Paul Potter, held a
memorial service in our home
for Alastair Stuart. For all of us
it was a positive, life-restoring
experience.

In 1978 we were encouraged
on all sides to forget about our
baby and get on with living—
by the hospital, the funeral par­
lour, even our families. We
made many mistakes at that
time because we were willing
to conform to society's dictates
rather than listen to our own
hearts.

Prior to our service, Paul and
I had worked through—long
and painfully—much of the
hurt, anger, guilt and sorrow 

that I, particularly, had carried
for so long.

Our service helped me to put
those feelings aside, to see that
God had been with us in our
experience, although we failed
to recognise him, and to give
our second son his rightful
place in our family.

Since then, I have been able
to find out some of the missing
information from Alastair's
story through the help of the
funeral company and the cem­
etery. I contacted the hospital,
but their records division were
unable to help as they keep
records for only seven years.
However, the person in charge
of the records rang me, an STD
call, and spent some time shar­
ing with me his regret that he
could not help, and some of his
story, which told me of his com­
passion and his identifying
with our situation.

I mentioned earlier our serv­
ice as a life-restoring experi­
ence. As a person I have
changed. I feel at peace with
myself, and more confident in
what I do and the way I relate
with others. God is working
through my pain and has given
me the ability to grow again. If
Jenny Kearney and her col­
leagues are able to help others
in a similar way that has helped
me, then I pray that God will
bless them for their sensitivity,
and that they will be enable to
share God's restoration with
many who are in need of this.

—Barbara Kennedy
(Belconnen, ACT)

More on Point Stuart
To the Editor,

I would like to express my
appreciation of Helen Galley's
report of the 136 th anniversary
of the church at Point Sturt
("AC" 1 December). Herevoca-
tive writing has captured the
very essence of this little pio­
neer outpost of our movement
in Australia.

A plate attached to the wall
adjacent to the entrance of the
■little building states simply,
"Founded 1855 Erected 1861".
What food for thought those
dates provide.

During those years, Alexan­
der Campbell, in his late sixties
and early seventies, was still 

involved in his editorship of
TheMillenial Harbinger; his itin­
erant preaching tours which he
undertook on horseback;
preaching at Bethany and in
the college which he founded.
Truly a man of enormous en­
ergy and commitment to Christ.
It was during those years too
that the college was destroyed
by fire and Campbell in his 70 th
year set out to raise funds for its
rebuilding.

One reflects that in both
North America and in this land
our movement grew and was
nurtured by hardy pioneering
folk who had a unique vision of
the nature of Christ's church.

They matched their vision
with an enthusiasm and will to
reach out into new ventures. It
is salutary too to recall that both
Alexander and his father,
Thomas, referred to the move­
ment as "the reformation".

Whilst for some, no doubt,
history is "bunk", it can and
should be an inspiration for us
as heirs to heritage to hold
firmly to those things which 

made us a peculiar people Mav
the Spirit who informed the
minds and filled the lives of
those who laid the foundations
of our movement, inspire and
move us too.

—Ken Dawson
(Brooklyn Park, SA)

Vision or
Hallucination?

To the Editor,
Responding to an apparent

decline in financial support for
Conference committees and
some ambiguous statements by
a handful of elders and minis­
ters about the relevanceof Con­
ference, the Conference Execu­
tive in NSW has set up a "Vi­
sion and Strategy Group" to
recommend on the future of
Conference activities in this
state.

This group, whose members
were selected largely on the
basis of their non-involvement
in Conference activity, has rec­
ommended the abolition of
most Conference committees.
If its recommendations are ac­

Letters from Tertius

Just Womfcriimg
To the Editor,

I often find myself just wondering.
I wonder why it is that when things are going well people want

the government to keep out of business and commerce and our
private lives, but when things are bad we all want the government
to rescue us.

I wonder why we always want taxation reduction but at the
same time want better roads and community services and get
uptight when we have to queue up in post offices and other
government facilities.
„ I wonder why most people don't want God—or his people-
poking their noses" into world affairs, but when world affairs

are not going well say, "How can you believe in God when the
world is in such a mess?"

I wonder why when things are not going so well in churches
that some people blame the minister and some ministers blame
the people.

I wonder why church people who are always negative and
critical towards their church, especially in front of the children,
can t understand why their children leave it. „

I wonder why God ever thought of creating "Homo sapiens
when so many of us are so touchy and belligerent and negative
and hard to get on with so much of the time.

And I wonder why I find it so hard to find answers to these
matters that I keep wondering about.

Yours cluelessly/
Tertius
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Letters to the Editor
cepted, Conference activities in
NSW will be undertaken
largely by a handful of full-
time and part-time executives.
The group sees these changes
as being "consistent with
Churches of Christ in NSW be­
ing a grass roots movement".

The recommendations will'
be "sold" to the churches on
the basis of the perceived mer­
its of "decentralisation", by
which is meant the handing
back to the churches responsi­
bilities they have never ceded.
However, by eliminating direct
church representation, Confer­
ence will not only lose the ben­
efit of hundreds of hours of
voluntary contribution but will
be effectively established as a
centralised, oligarchic struc­
ture.

The committee's report will
undoubtedly provide some
self-justificatory satisfaction to
non-co-operative elements
among the churches. However,
it is a seriously flawed docu­
ment which does not confront
the real issues facing the
churches and will almost cer­
tainly expedite the decline it
seeks to arrest.

My concern is not with the
flawed nature of the report but
with its potential to distract and
divide, and to delay genuine
renewal and reformation. It
appears to aim at nothing (its
aims are not clear) that cannot
be achieved under the existing
arrangements, especially as
most of the present Conference
personnel will almost certainly
find their way into the oligar­
chy.

—H.E. Hayward
(Berowra, NSW)

Living the Christian
Life

To the Editor,
Living the Christian life has

never been easy. Today is no
exception.

Our population is made of
atheists—the fool hath said in
his heart there is no God—the
agnostic, who is perplexed,
puzzled and believes it is all
right to si t on the fence, and the
rationalist, who is not rational
and followed by the vast ma­
jority who believe life is one
vast merry-go-round of alco­

hol, sex, gambling, sport etc.
Busy people indeed who have
no time for God their creator in
whom they live, mo ve and ha ve
their being.

Perhaps some have never
heard the Gospel. If so are they
or we to blame?

I believe the church has the
responsibility to try with much
more enthusiasm. God won't
go away because they don't
believe he is there. There is a
problem. Perhaps the Christian
has such a diversity of secular
interests that, to go into all the
world to preach the Gospel has
to be put to one side.

Our faith is based upon God
who has given us his word, the
Bible, with its sure word of
prophecy, throughout the ages
and today men's hearts are fail­
ing for those things that are
coming upon the earth and we
the church are divided. No
wonder our task is so difficult,
but we can preach one sure
event, Christ is coming again.
If we believe this it makes all
the difference to our preach­
ing.

Always remember that the
Jesus of the Gospels is no myth,
but the only God of men and
women's salvation. A consist­
ent prayer life, positive preach­
ing. No gimmicks brought us
to salvation in Christ, a new
birth through the power of the
Holy Spirit.

Many will look upon Christ­
mas and Easter as a wonderful
time of fun and holidays. To us
these times are a reminder of
God's gift of salvation in Christ
to all mankind. We have been
given the responsibility of tell­
ing our families, friends, neigh­
boursand toall workmates and
the people we meet.

God called us to this task.
—Henri Pietzsch.
(Hurstbridge, Vic)

"Appreciation"
To the Editor,

Regarding Ross Bourdon"s
letter of appreciation ("AC" 14
December), may I say on behalf
of all our CWF members, thank
you for passing on the grati- I
tude of the Children's Hospi­
tal.

Could I further add tha t these I
comments are very typical of ; 

the praise I hear all the time as
I move around the 53 hospitals
and nursing homes which our
71 visitors through CWFsolov­
ingly visit and distribute gifts
from allour Victorian churches.

So thank you Ross for your
letter of encouragement, and
thank you one and all for mak­
ing this outreach possible.

—June Andrews
(Superintendent, CWF

Hospital Visitation)

Where Have We Gone?
To the Editor,

After reading some of the
letters and articles in The Aus­
tralian Christian of 14 Decem­
ber, I gained the strong impres­
sion that Churches of Christ
have lost their way. Questions
like "Where are we going?"
seemed to occur often. Perhaps
it would be more accurate to
ask, "Where have we gone?''.
Under "Happenings" it was
noted that the Disciples in
America started to decline 26
years ago.

There are several lessons to
be learned from the history of
our movement. Firstly, when
an undenominational brother­
hood of churches becomes an
organised denomination, it is
time to look at making a fresh
stand for the simple NT pat­
tern—note Fen Hewett's use of
"our denomination" in the
same issue. Secondly, when
ministers, evangelists and

teachers who do not believe or
preach the NT plan of salvation
are promoted by the organisa­
tion and its national journal, it
is time to consider disassociat­
ing from those who teach false
doctrine. Thirdly, when the or­
ganisation becomes known for
its departures from NT patterns
of worship, ministry and mis­
sion, it surely must be time to
practise biblical withdrawal.

When this withdrawal oc­
curred in America, the result
was a revitalised restoration
movement. From small begin­
nings, churches grew to
number over 5,000 congrega­
tion. Missionary work devel­
oped in over 60 nations and
evangelists spread over the
world teaching men and
women of the necessity to re­
spond to God's grace through
faith, repentance and baptism.
NT patterns for church and liv­
ing were re-established. There
are already at least eight
churches in Australia that have
now made such a stand. These
churches are not affiliated with
any conference but are bound
together in faith and love. They
are part of the brotherhood of
free NT churches. They do not
belong to a denomination. For
further information contact

i Doug Willis, Bexhill 2480.
—D.G. Willis

| Letters to the Editor are contin-

\ tied on page 11.

DMED Adventure Committee Review
Saturday, 22 February 1992,8 pm-10 pm, followed by supper

At...the Theatrette, Churches of Christ Theological College,
Jacksons Rd, Mulgrave.
On the program...items, introductions to the clubs (hiking, bicy­
cling, skiing, canoeing, climbing), afamous Les Stewart video of the
latest trek.
If you are interested in outdoor activities from a personal point
of view or as a church or group leader you wish to know more on how
the Adventure Committee can assist you in your ministry...then you
must attend this entertaining and informative night. These activities
are suitable for all age groups, youth groups, cell groups, churches
and individuals.
The cost is $2 per person (supper provided by the famous college
caterer).
Bookings are preferred so numbers can be catered for. Book with
Andrew Twining on (03) 470 3462. Only 130 seats are available, so
book early.

Enquiries to Andrew Twining (03) 470 3462.
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Media Review

Christian Basics
by Geoff Risson (Department of Church
Development and Education in Churches
of Christ in Queensland) $2

Christian Basics is designed to help youth
and adults understand the basics of what it
means to be a Christian today. There are
five introductory studies ("Beginnings",
"Baptism and Bread", "Belonging", "Build­

ing Relationships" and "Basics of Being a Christian Witness") in
this small booklet, which is designed to be a notebook.

The studies are grouped around a small number of texts so that
those with little church background are able to find the texts and
follow Geoff s argument. These are not long studies and do not
need a technical language knowledge.

Geoff Risson is the minister at the Maroochydore, Qld, church
and was Queensland Conference President in 1991. The studies
grew out of his extensive work in evangelism and follow-up and
have thus been very extensively field tested and refined.

Available for $2 plus postage from the Churches of Christ
DCDE, PO Box 441, Kenmore 4069.

Caring Enough to Help
Counseling at a Crisis Pregnancy Centre
by Ellen Curro (Baker Book House)

Following a brief introduction, this book is divided into four
parts: "Ordinary Days", "The Pro-life/Abortion Arena", "Mourn­
ing: A Baby Dies" and "On a Mission". Within these sections,
there are a series of letters addressed "Dear Sis" on topics as
varied as prayer, laughter, married couples, adoption and so on.
In each case, the writer presents a combination of anecdote and
opinion drawn from her experience as an extreme anti-abortion
activist as much as from her position as a counsellor in a crisis
pregnancy centre. There is no attempt to gather the data together
and to analyse it systematically in order to seek any regularities
or otherwise, and we are not able to judge whether or not the
anecdotes are in any way representative of those whom she sees,

| or what other bases have informed their inclusion.
| I say that the author has an "extreme" position because in her
! chapter on birth control she comes down not only in opposition

to contraception as a solution to adolescent pregnancy but for
married couples seeking to limit their family size also. Elsewhere
she pursues the same line when she refers to her father's disap­
pointment that God "only" gave them four children. Clearly, a
family must be economically secure, even privileged, to contem­
plate unlimited procreation. Her focus is entirely on the foetus to
an extent that seems almost lacking in normal human concern.
She is critical of a Catholic pries t for endorsing abortion in the case
of an ectopic pregnancy and of abortion when young women
were inadvertently exposed to x-rays or had been on prescription
medication that was likely to produce a malformed child. There
is no mention of rape or incest. Curro's position is so fixated on the
foetus that she is unable to take account of other human beings,
unless they have opposed another's abortion or are suffering
guilt because this action has been followed. There is no considera-

I tion of women's health and/or other children and their well-
I being and who will care for them in the event of a mother's death.
I For all the talk about "caring", there is little real respect for
I existing life, especially women's lives. In other words, this book
; takes us nowhere in what is the usual dilemma for Christians’
i how to choose the lesser of two evils.

I object to the book on other grounds also. The author's style is
not persuasive—any writer is entitled to attempt to persuade her
reader to accept her argument—it is manipulative. The "dear sis"

; is not couched in either the terms of Christian or feminist sister­
hood, rather it presumes an ongoing relationship, whereby when 

10

she is writing this chapter or that, we have prior knowledge of her
health, activities etc. It is ego-centric—readers are treated as a sort
of "cheer squad" for her activities. The other ground of objection
is related to this: the lack of any attention to the global population
problem, the level of resources used by the population of the
developed countries, the morality of producing children whose
quality of life will be sadly deficient and so on. In other words, to
be responsible and genuinely caring and loving people, Chris­
tians need to grapple with moral and ethical questions in their
social as well as religious context. To reach an informed position,
they need to know who seek abortions and why—information
and knowledge. Because this book does not take this approach
and for the other reasons cited, 1 cannot recommend it.

—Rosslyn Reed

Behind Our Sunday Smiles
by Jimmy Ray Lee (Baker Book House)

The main goal of the author of this book is to assist the local
church to establish a program by which they can help people who
experience life-controlling problems. We feel that there would be
few Australian churches with the people-skills and resources to
take up the challenge.

However, Jimmy Lee has much to offer the reader in recognis­
ing his or her own situation and coming to terms with it, be they
those who are dependent or those who stand by during such an
experience in their children, partners or friends. He deals with a
broader spectrum of difficulties than just alcohol or drugs and has
much help forthose caught up inco-dependency. Co-dependants
are those who live with a person with a life-controlling situation,
who get caught up in the dilemma and eventually find their own
sense of well-being so rooted in their care-giving, that they
actually sustain the dependency.

We found the first three chapters, "Introduction to Life-Con­
trolling Problems", "Ways to Help Hurting People" and "Help­
ing Families with Dependencies" to be relevant, insightful and
encouraging. Written from a Christian perspective they are well
supported with scriptural authority. We also found much valu­
able material in case studies and personal programs offered in the
appendices.

The fourth (final) chapter, "A Local Church Model", would be
very challenging to our larger churches but even so, there is much
that people with some training, or even people with great sensi­
tivity, could modify and use in helping dependent people.

—Tom and Ruth Edge

The Angelic Verses—Daniel Changer

SMITH’S FUNERAL
SERVICE.



Letters to the Editor
Cloud over Our "Polar

Star"?
To the Editor,

The CCTC Graduation and
the National Executive's Ordi­
nation services were inspiring
events to share in. I'm sure all
were proud of the women and
men who had reached the
standards required to "Go and
Preach the Word", or to serve
in a particular field.

Yet no word, printed or spo­
ken, was offered of the Plea of
Churches of Christ for Chris­
tian Union, our Polar Star. Is it
now irrelevant? Is our prayer,
"Sorry Jesus we are too busy
evangelising our way to do our
part of fulfilling your prayer to
God that all your followers be
one that the world may be­
lieve. Amen"? For surely with
hundreds of others we persist
as a denominational church in
blatant denial of the one Lord
we claim to witness to.

Perhaps we are more guilty
than others, for our starting was
to work for the union for which
Christ prayed and 2:3.07 of our
Constitution reads, "The pro­
motion of the unity of Chris­
tians by the restoration of New
Testament Christianity".

With many others I pray that
in all states we set a cloud-free
course to our "Polar Star", in
obedience to Christ the Head
of the Church.

—David Allison
(Hampton Street, Victoria)

"What's in a Name"
To the Editor,

lam writing abou t the article
"What's in a Name" by Brian
Mee ("AC" 14 December).

For about six years a friend
and I had a unit for the month
of July. We were always there 

for four Sundays. As the unit
was at Broadbeach, we walked
up to the Uniting Church at
Surfers Paradise. Had we
known of the "Church of the
Good Shepherd" we certainly
would ha veattended there, not
only us but a good many other
people too, as visitors were
asked by the minister or who­
ever was taking the service to
stand and say where they came
from and I often heard Church
of Christ mentioned, from WA,
SA, Vic, Tas and NZ. Never
once did we hear the Church of
the Good Shepherd was Church
of Christ. We did get thanked
for attending and I even re­
ceived a Christmas card from
the church, having signed the
Visitors Book giving my ad­
dress.

I suggest that they add Gold
Coast Church of Christ and
make sure it is advertised in
The Australian Christian before
any holidays are coming up,
and I am sure their congrega­
tion will swell during holiday
times.

—M. Williams
(Castlemaine, Vic)

[Up until about 12 months ago
the Church of the Good Shep­
herd was known as the Nerang
Church of Christ and still uses
that as a subtitle on their letter­
head etc. They are situated in
the Ashmore area of the Gold
Coast. I would also like to thank
Mrs Williams for her suggestion
about advertising in "The Aus­
tralian Christian", as we are
looking for business—Editor]

Alcohol's Effects
To the Editor,

On 21 October 1991, SWAT
(Society Without Alcoholic
Trauma) placed a small adver­

tisement entitled "Has Your
Life Been Damaged by Alco­
hol?" in The Australian news­
paper. The response has been
staggering. Within a few days
over 40 newspapers, radio and
television stations were press­
ing us for more information and
interviewing our spokesper­
son, SWAT Vice President,
Graeme Rule.

Poignantphonecallsand let­
ters continue to come in from
all over our nation, from men
and women of all ages who
believe they have cause to take
legal action against the alcohol
industry.

Through your journal, we
appeal to readers to send us a
summary of any claim they
believe they or friends may
have.

Alcohol causes 6,600 deaths
each year and costs $6 billion in
loss, accident, absenteeism and
tragedy. The costs exceed rev­
enue collected by the govern­
ment by around $4 billion.

Clearly if s time the makers,
dealersand pushers pay for the
misery they cause.

—Don Strickland
(President SWAT,

880 Toorak Rd,
Hawthorn East 3123)

Address Lost
To the Editor,

Could you please advertise
in The Australian Christian for
the whereabouts of a lady who
wrote to us concerning memo­
ries for the centenary of the
Colac, Vic, church. We wish to
send her an invitation, but have
mislaid her address.

Her name is Mrs Dotty
Gaylard. She attended the 80th
celebrations. She is 84 years old
now and hopes to come to our 

Les LawHor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—“white ants’’—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact,
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636

centenary celebrations on La­
bour Day 1992 (8 March).

—Anne Box
(Secretary, Colac Church of

Christ, 10 Batson Cres,
Elliminyt 3429)

Addressing Issues
To the Editor,

Could I appeal to "AC" read­
ers to stop using the Letters to
the Editor segment as a means
of criticising or complaining
about the practices of other
churches. This benefits nobody,
and does not solve the "prob­
lem". (If, indeed, one exists.)
Last year we read complaints
about types of music, styles of
worship, names of new con­
gregations, use of worship lead­
ers and/orpresidentsetc. Most
of these issues deal with per­
sonal preferences in areas
where God gives us freedom to
be creative. Instead of wanting
everyone to be "like us", ifs
time we accepted (and were
grateful for) the diversity of the
church.

Where we have disagree­
ments with certain practices, I
suggest we should—

• pray about it—including
prayer about the usefulness of
any public objection; and

• where it needs to be ad­
dressed, do so directly. A pub­
lic letter is a soft option, and I'd
be surprised if a public letter
has ever corrected the prob­
lem.

I am praying that 1992 will
produce more letters that are
positive and encouraging, and
that even in the context of genu­
ine debate we can express our­
selves graciously and posi­
tively.

—Russell Kilgour
(Croydon, Vic)

<5 Christian
Confidential

***■ Professional

Assisting Christian Singles
PO Box 240

World Trade Centre 3005
Phone (03) 306 1549
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Happenings

MARC Europe has released
statistics that show that half
the ministers ordained in
the period 1985-1990 in
England were women. The
Salvation Army is the most 

they saw a further 400
pray to receive Christ.

positive group when it
comes to appointing
women—60% of its offic-

| ers are female. The fastest
growing branch of the

I church—the House Church

; orNewChurch movement,
| which grew by 6096 be-
| tween 1985 and 1990—
i does nothavewomen min­

isters. However, closer ex-
| amination reveals that in

some New Church streams
some women are actively
involved in leadership roles.

Elonda Efefe, general sec­
retary of the Disciples of
Christ community of the
Church of Christ in Zaire,
died on 31 October, in
the capital city of Kin­
shasa. He had suffered for
some time with diabetes
and related illnesses. He
had long had ties with the
Christian Church (Disci­
ples of Christ) in the US.

Permission has been given
for the United Bible Socie­
ties to send 5,000 Bibles to
Vietnam. This approval
comes 18 months after the
request was submitted to
the government by a Viet­
namese church in Hanoi.
The last shipment of UBS-
financed scriptures to go to
Vietnam was in 1981, when
10,000 Bibles were sent
from Hong Kong. In 1989,
some American veterans of
the Vietnam warvisited the
country and obtained per­
mission to import 5,000
Bibles as partofan aid pack­
age.

Church attendance is on
the rise in England, with
10% of the population
now attending Sunday
services. Still, a recent
national poll showed that
one in three has no idea
why Easter is celebrated
and 40% do not know
what happened on Good
Friday.

For the first time in Aus­
tralia the Lutheran Church
has joined an ecumenical
council. Queensland
Churches Together (QCT)
was inaugurated with the
Lutheran Church and the
Roman Catholic Church as
members.Theinvolvement
of the Roman Catholic
Church is also a Queens­
land first.

Some 600 Mongolians
made decisions for Christ
after performances by the
group "No Longer Music",
whose dramatic evange-

I fistic show features loud
rock and bizarre special

I effects. The seemingly
improbable response was

I far bigger than had been
expected in the country

I of 2 million, one of the
world's least evangelised,

1 which has about only 100
. known Christians. A fur­

ther 700 Russians stayed
I to pray to become Chris­

tians after the gospel
message at the end of the

; 7 concerts in Ulan Bator,
the capital, and Dachran.
A 5-strong YWAM group
based in The Netherlands,
NLM, also played 17 con­
certs in the USSR, at which 

Protestant churches in
America are relatively sen­
sitive to the needs of fami­
lies, the elderly, children,
teenagers and the poor—
but are less sensitive to the
needs of minorities, non­
Christians, young adults,
and singles, according to
an opinion poll conducted
by the Barna Research
Group.

At the national conference
of the Australian Affilia­
tion of Voluntary Care
Associations (now called
Aged Care Australia) an
awards dinner was held.
The National Individual
Award, which recognises
the recipient's outstand­
ing service in the adminis^
tration of aged care, at

| both a state and national
i level, was made to Don E.
i Stewart, the Executive

Director of the Queens-
I land Churches of Christ
■ Social Services Depart­

ment. Don has been
j Queensland State Presi-
I dentand a National Presi-
i dentofAAVCA.Atthedin-
i nerthewinnerofthebest
I newsletter under 500 dr- I

culation went to Mylo i
House and Nubeena Re- ’ 

tirement Village, Too­
woomba, Qld, for The Her­
ald.

C. William Nichols, an Illi­
nois pastor, has taken up
the full-time position as
General Minister and Presi­
dent of theChristian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in the
USA. He was minister of the
Central Christian Church of
Decatur, Illinois, prior to his
appointment, which fol­
lowed nominee Michael
Kinnamon losing by a very
narrow margin, gaining a
6596 vote at the General
Assembly when a two-thirds
vote was required.

ThisyearGood Fridayfalls
on 17 April with 19 April
being Easter Sunday. The
Orthodox celebration of
Easter will be 24-26 April.

In the USA clergy and
laypeople have similar con­
cerns for the 90s, but they
differintheirdegreeof con­
cern. The top 5 issues, in
order of importance, that
clergy are most concerned
about are: (1) the environ­
ment, (2) illegal drug use,
(3) health care costs, (4)
education and (5) domes­
ticviolence. Laypeople rank
the issues as: (1) illegal drug
use, (2) crime, (3) health
care costs, (4) education
and (5) the environment

Of the 15 fastest growing
churches in the USA, 9 are
black.

Radio Alta Mira, an Adelaide
Christian radio station, has
been granted a 5-year FM
licence by the Australian
Broadcasting Tribunal. Ra­
dioAlta Mira (which means
being on watch from a high
place) had its first test
broadcast in 1980. It aims
to begin broadcasting 18
hours a day from the end of
this year and expects to
begin 24-hour broadcast­
ing after 3 years on air.

The 1992 World Method­
ist Peace Award has been
given to Zdravko Beslov,
a Bulgarian Methodist
pastor "for his efforts to
bring reconciliation and
healing in his country".

World Vision has an­
nounced that it is shutting 

down its child care and
other projects in Pakistan
after the government ef­
fectively denied the Chris­
tian international relief and
development agency per­
mission to continue work
there. Some 70,000 ben­
efited from 22 World Vision
child care and development
projects in Pakistan. Staff­
ing the World Vision Paki­
stan field office and project
sites were 85 people, all
Pakistanis except for the
field director. The Pakistan
budget was about SUS
500,000.

The percentage of Ameri­
cans claiming no religious
preference is growing.
The Gallup organisation
found that 56% identified
themselves as Protestant
in 1990 (compared to 61 %
in 1980) and 25% identi­
fied themselves as Roman
Catholic (28% in 1980).
The number of those with
no religious preference
rose to a high of 11 %, the
Jewish population re­
mained constant at 2%
while only 2.2% claim to
be Muslims.

Roy Debapriya, a prince of
the Chakma royal family of
Bangladesh, has completed
the translation of the
Chakma New Testament,
and has commenced work
on the translation of the
Old Testament. He began
this work after he was para­
lysed from the waist down
following a serious motor­
cycle accident. When he
began his translation work
there were very few Chris­
tians in the area, but by the
time the project was com­
pleted 6 years later, there
were about 80 Chakma
believers.

Many groups are express­
ing concern about the
possibility of a casino in
Melbourne and the con­
sequences on society if
established. CACAC (Citi­
zens Against Crime And
Casinos) is holding a
seminar "Organised
Crime, Casinos and Good
Government" on 29 Feb­
ruary in the RMIT Glass­
house Theatre, 360
Swanston St, Melbourne,
9.15 am to 1.15 pm. Reg­
istration cost is $20. The 

seminar will address
whether there is any real
gain by the introduction
of a casino and will ex­
amine the proposal un­
der three sections:
criminality, economics
and social impact. Details
and registration forms
from Peter Olney (03)
802 9694 or Don Salt­
marsh (03) 489 9666.

30 evangelical worshippers
died tragically from carbon
monoxide poisoning dur-

■ ing a church service on 30
December in the central
Mexican town of El
Charquillo, San Potosi State.
Authorities believe the poi­
soning was due to a mal­
functioning lamp, aggra­
vated by the large number
of people who were packed
into a very small room. The
tiny El Charquillo mission
was visited once a month
by leaders of the Mount
Zion Pentecostal Church in
Monterrey. 17 of those who
died were from the mother
church.

The Assemblies of God
gained more than 5 mil­
lion new members world­
wide during the past 2
years. Church records
show 21.5 million adher­
ents in 124 countries
served by 1,600 US mis­
sionaries and 131,000 na­
tional pastors and lay
workers. 14 million mem­
bers live in Brazil. Other
countries with a large
AOG presence are South
Korea (1.1 million), Ni­
geria (more than
500,000), Argentina
(415,000), Mozambique
(380,000) and Romania
(380,000). AOG churches
are also thriving in
Myanmar (Burma). There
the denomination grew
from 20,000 to 90,000 in
the 25 years since the door
was closed to outside mis­

sion workers.

Colin and Elizabeth Mc­
Phee, who head up the
Christian Ski Fellowship at
Smiggins and Perisher in
the Snowy Mountains, wi
be a part of the Winter Ol­
ympics Christian outreach
team in Albertville, France,
from 8 Feb. Colin is repre­
senting Australia's Sports
and Leisure Ministry.
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ith the closing of year 1991 has come the realisation that 100 years have passed since The Austral Printing and
Publishing Company came into being. To celebrate this century of Christian outreach and witness by Churches
of Christ in Australia it has been decided by those persons still responsible for the continuing work of The

Austral that a suitable tribute should be paid to all concerned. We would like to honour the founder, the managers and
staff of Austral and its many contributors and supporters and recognise the historical significance of all who have been
involved through this company in the life of our churches in Australasia.

Accordingly what now follows may help to stimulate memories of the past and hopes for the future for all readers of The
Australian Christian, to which pubheation we are indebted for space in this issue. Some of the printed material has been
published previously in this journal and elsewhere, but we hope to give a general coverage of some of the main events and
personalities associated with the Austral Company and the continuing organisation that now aims to carry out the
objectives that were in the minds of its founder and his associates.

7
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he now non-existent Austral
Printing and PublishingCo. Lim­
ited owes its origin to the vision

and perseverance of a member and
preacher of Churches of Christ in the
USA, Aaron Burr Maston, who was born 
at Coshocton County, Ohio, on 23 March
1853.

His mother was a devout Baptist, and
his father, while not professing any faith,
was favourable to family participation in
religious activities.

Aaron’s boyhood education was lim­
ited but he later made excellent progress
at Northern Indiana Normal School,
Valparaiso. He became a member of
Churches of Christ at the age of fifteen.
He worked his way into Butler Univer­
sity and graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts degree. Aaron supported himself
through university by teaching school
during non-term periods, hut his great
ambition was to devote himself wholly to
the preaching of the Gospel. Appoint­
ments followed in a number of churches.

While attending a missionary conven­
tion of the Christian Church,
Bloomington, Illinois, in October 1879,
A.B. Maston received and accepted an
invitation to minister with the Church of
Christ, Wellington, NZ. He and Mrs
Maston arrived in Auckland, NZ, on 11
January 1880 and, after preaching on
occasions and familiarising themselves

with NZ church activities, arrived in
Wellington on 15 February.

During the ensuing four years visits
were made to Auckland, Christchurch,
Dunedin and Nelson, with encouraging
results to the churches there.

A.B. Maston’s ministry at Wellington
concluded in February 1884, and a new
ministry commenced at Hobart, Tasma­
nia. While there he compiled a Manual of
Churches of Christ in Australasia after
issuingcirculars to all the churches in the
various colonies, requesting them to sup­

ply statistics and other information. The
Manual, published in January 1885, con­
tained much useful information. It en­
tailed much work for one pair of hands,
but was successfully issued and enthusi­
astically received among the churches.

Melbourne had a strong attraction for
the Mastons and, with infant son Harry,
they left Tasmania in March 1885 and
commenced a new ministry at North
Melbourne that same month.

Always a s trong believer in the prin ted
word, A.B. Maston formed a Tract Soci­
ety, which afterwards assumed large pro­
portions. Monetary assistance to enable
printing and distribution of tracts was
generous, hence was established "The
Sower Tract Fund”. The first annual
report of this fund. August 1886. an­
nounced that "two million four hundred
thousand pages of tracts have been
printed, and have gone to all parts of the
colonies...’ Some reprints of these tracts
in both the original or updated formats
were still available when the Austral Com­
pany ceased operations in 1976.

Interstate preaching and lecture tours
began in 1886. then in the year 1887
serious eye trouble developed and A.B.
Maston underwent the first of many op­
erations. He later consulted leading spe­
cialists overseas but received only tem­
porary relief.

A.B. Maston died in 1907.
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A
B. Maston was elected President
of the Victorian Churches of
Christ Conference in 1890. He

began to strongly urge the necessity of a
printing and publishing house for the
purpose of furthering the interests of the
churches.

After much private and public talk,
he forwarded a letter, dated 17 February
1891, to numerous church members:

“For a number of years I have been
thinking of starting a Printing and
Publishing Co. to be run in the inter­
ests of the Church of Christ. It seems
to me that the time has now arrived to
take some definite steps in the matter.
“I would be glad of your presence at a
meeting to be held in the school room,
Lygon Street Christian Chapel, on Fri­
day evening next, February 20,1891,
at 8 o’clock, when I will be glad to lay
my plans before you.
“Allow me to say, beforehand, how­
ever, that the business if started will
be run on strictly business fines, and
that your presence at the meeting will
in no way commit you to anything
which may be done.

Yours truly,
A.B. MASTON”

Forty people attended themeetingand
“approved the scheme” but no definite
action was taken. A second meeting, held
21 April 1891, agreed “to further the
scheme”.

528 Elizabeth Street, 1895

A third meeting, on 5 May 1891, re­
solved—

(a) to float a company;
(b) that the said company be called

“The Austral Printing and Pub­
lishing Co.”;

(c) that seven provisional directors
be elected;

(d) that A.B. Maston act as secretary
pro tern.

A prospectus was issued showing
£2,000 authorised capital in two thou­
sand shares of £1 each, payable 5/- on
application, 5/- on allotment, balance at
three or six months.

Provisional directors were Thos.
Smith, MLA, W.C. Craigie, F.G. Dunn,
B.J. Kemp, Robert Lyall, J. McGregor
and W.C. Thurgood.

A meeting held 20 November 1891
authorised “the work of the company be
proceeded with on theissue of 1000 shares
subscribed or promised”.

A further meeting on 2 December 1891
adopted—

(a) articles of association;
(b) election of five directors (all to be

members of Churches of Christ);
(c) appointment of A.B. Maston as

manager of the company at a sal­
ary of £2 weekly plus 10 per cent
of net profits.

That meeting resolved to lease
premises at 528 Elizabeth St, Melbourne,
for £2 weekly rental with option of three-
year renewal at £2/5/- weekly rental.

Printing machinery and requisites
were immediately purchased, and the
first printing order to come off the press
was 4,000 four-page Missionary Sunday
circulars for the Victorian Conference
Committee—cost £2/10/-.

Articles of association of The Austral
Printing and Publishing Co Limited were
adopted on 1 August 1892. These were
amended and/or updated in later years.

Notable inclusions in the articles were:
(a) No dividends, fees or expenses

payable to directors.
(b) No dividends payable to share­

holders.
(c) Printing undertaken to be reli­

gious and/or educational or of
such nature to further the compa­
ny’s aims.

(d) Profits or losses to be absorbed in
the business.

6STrDn® Amsita°ai]fenn (DDnirnsitnainn99

pKt. AUSTKALIAH CHRISTIAN

THE AUSTRALIAN

to write the leader and other contribu­
tions for £30 a year. A.B. Maston, in a
promotional circular, wrote: “I shall be
Managing Editor of the paper, and as
such will do all in my power to make The
Australian Christian a great power for
the advocacy of right and truth.”

The Austral Co., as owner, printed
and published the journal until 1963.
Editors in that time were A.B. Maston
1898-1907, F.G. Dunn 1907-1914,
A.R. Mainl914—1941, A.W. Stephenson
1941-1951, C.G. Taylor 1951-1962 and
A.E. White 1962-1963 (continuing as
editor for Federal Conference until 1978).
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\\ uring the 1890s two independ­
ent journals, The Christian Pio-

1/ neer and The Australian Chris­
tian Standard, were in circulation and
operating privately. Both were in finan­
cial difficulties and the possibility of liq­
uidation became apparent. Arrange­
ments led to both journals being taken
over by the Austral Co. and incorpo­
rated into a new publication, The Aus­
tralian Christian.

The journal commenced publication
on 6 January 1898. D.A. Ewers was ap­
pointed to write the editorial notes for
payment of £20 per year and F.G. Dunn
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\ \ \V~ 7" hile th6 Austral Co. was in
\\a\/ existence there were many
V V publications, other than The

Australian Christian, that found their
way into the homes of members of
Churches of Christ and other fellowships.
The following is a list of some that come
readily to mind, but is not at all exhaus­
tive or in any particular order:
The Pillars of Unity—E.L. Williams
The Vision That Made a People—F.C.

Hunting
The First One Hundred Years—

A.W. Stephenson
First Principles—A.R. Main
The Altar of Love—W.R. Hibburt
Declaration and Address—Alexander

Campbell (The thirteen proposi­
tions, a reprint from USA)

The Jubilee History of Churches of
Christ in Australasia—
A.B. Maston

The Significance of the Lord’s
Supper—A.W. Connor

Stepping Stones—S.R. Baker
The Bible Speaks—Series from USA
Cradle roll certificates
Psalms and Hymns—published 1898
Churches of Christ Hymn Book
Current Churches of Christ Hymn

Book—words and music
Conference handbooks until recent

years
Conference song books
Pure Words and later Skyrvays
Church service plans
Annual almanacs
Austral Graded Lessons, with many

revisions over long period
Tract by G.T. Fitzgerald
Series of tracts from USA
A great variety of regular printing and

local publications for individual
churches and conference depart­
ments 

(left) “AC”
mastheads
through the
years—1946,
1913,1967,
1963, 1976,
1978, 1926,
1905
(right) “First
Principles”
by A.R. Main

------------------

FIRST
PRINCIPLES
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i.

□Dantes
1891 The Austral Printing and

Publishing Co. Limited regis­
tered in the Colony of Victoria.

1891 Premises for the company
leased at 528 Elizabeth Street,
Melbourne, from C.W. Mitchell.

1893 Freehold premises at 528
Elizabeth Street purchased.

1898 First issue of The Australian
Christian published.

1903 Publication of the Jubilee
History.

1935 Premises enlarged by the
purchase of 524 and 530 Eliza­
beth Street.

1955 “Limited” deleted from the
company name by special
licence.

1961 Purchase of new, larger
premises at 119—125 Hawke
Street, West Melbourne, for
£27,500. Sale of Elizabeth
Street premies for £39,500.

1973 Last publication by the Austral
Co. of The Australian Chris­
tian.

1976 Sale of all stock and equipment,
transfer of all staff and leasing
of the premises at 119-125
Hawke Street to Lenoval
Printing as “a going concern”.

1976 Liquidation of the company and
the transfer of all assets to “The
Austral Charitable Trust”.
Incorporation of Maston Pty
Ltd as a custodian trustee
company to handle the affairs of
the new trust.

(CDnainnofflm®nii

1891-1935 W.C. Craigie
1935-1943 R. Lyall
1943—1959 A.E. Kemp
1959—1960 J.McG. Abercrombie
1960-1970 W.A. Kemp
1970—1976 L.J. Butler

Managers
1891-1907 A. B. Maston (founder)
1907-1909 G.P. Pittman
1909-1914 F.G. Dunn
1914-1950 D.E. Pittman
1950-1953 W.R. Hibburt
1953-1976 A.R. Haskell
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r n 1961 it was realised by the direc-
I tors that the premises in Elizabeth

J-J. Street were inadequate and cramped
and were too valuable an asset to be used
for a printing works. It was therefore
decided to seek a new location with im­
proved floor space for more efficient use
of the plant and equipment. This was
obtained at a vacant two-storey building
at 119-125 Hawke Street, West Mel­
bourne, for the sum of £27,500, where
part of the upstairs floor was leased to a
tenant. After removal of the plant from
Elizabeth Street, those premises were
sold for £39,500, the surplus funds pro­
viding additional capital for carrying on
the business.

When the original registration of the
company was effected the objects were
clearly stated to be “the printing, pub­
lishing and selling of Christian litera­
ture” and the directors always endeav­
oured to carry out these requirements.
But, by the early 1970s it was evident
that the resources of the company were
not sufficient to compete for business
with commercial printers, who, by then,
were doing much of the printing for
churches and state and federal depart­
ments that had previously been entrusted
to Austral. Also the printing, pubhshing
and distributing of The Australian Chris­
tian was increasing the company’s heavy
losses and the directors were not pre­
pared to offend against the objects by
entering the commercial market. By ar­
rangement with Federal Conference own­
ership of the journal was transferred to a
Federal board and the company donated
£2,000 plus the use of office facilities and
staff. The company’s assets had to be
preserved for the ultimate benefit of
Churches of Christ so legal advice was 

taken as to the best method of preserving
the assets under their control. Conse­
quently when in 1976 a satisfactory offer
was received for the purchase of the busi­
ness, the directors and shareholders read­
ily accepted this offer. It was necessary
then to arrange for the winding up of the
company and the transfer of assets to a
charitable trust to be administered for
the benefit of Churches of Christ. The
purchaser of the business as “a going
concern” traded under the name of
Lenoval Printing and undertook to re­
engage all factory staff without any break
in employment. This ensured continuity
of long service leave, sick pay and super­
annuation benefits. Lenoval Printing
purchased all stock, machinery and other
equipment and occupied the premises
under a lease, with an option to later
purchase the freehold on suitable esca­
lating terms. This option was exercised a
few years later.

In due course the company was wound
up and the assets transferred to “The Aus­
tral Charitable Trust”, which arranged
for them to be held by a Custodian Trustee
Company, named appropriately “Maston
Pty Ltd”. The then directors and the man­
ager of Austral became the trustees of the
Austral Charitable Trust and the direc-
•tors of Maston Pty Ltd.

At that time the Vic-Tas Conference
recorded the following resolution: “The
Victorian Tasmanian Conference con­
gratulates the Austral Company on 85 years
of illustrious service to the Brotherhood
and, with profound gratitude to God, gives
thanks for all who, in various capacities,
have helped to win for the company the
honoured place which it deservedly holds
in the annals of the history of Churches of
Christ in Australia.”

n 1977, upon the voluntary winding
up of the Austral Company, the liq-

-LLuidator distributed the total net as­
sets of the company, via The Properties
Corporation of Churches of Christ to
the control of the trustees of The Austral
Charitable Trust. The total value was
approximately §189,000 and immediate
steps were taken by the trustees to collect
rental from Lenoval Printing and invest
this at interest with other remaining cash
assets, which were in the form of bonds
deposits and inscribed stock.

In 1979 Lenoval Printing exercised
the option to purchase the freehold of
119-125 Hawke Street and by the end of
the 1979 financial year, the Trust Fund
was valued at $259,000. The following
year a sufficient surplus had been earned
from interest on investments to make an
initial distribution of $14,000. Under the
terms of the Trust Deed, which had been
approved by Conference, it was obliga­
tory to distribute to Churches of Christ
in Vic-Tas at least 85% of the total distri­
bution in any one year. This still allowed
small additional amounts to be donated
to worthy charitable and rebgious causes.
Since 1980 increasing distributions have
been made each year as the trust fund
has grown through retention of part of
each year’s surplus and judicious invest­
ment in securities. By 1991 a total of
$325,000 had been distributed, mainly
to Conference departments, yet the Trust
Fund had grown to well over $500,000.

The trustees are grateful to God for
having been able to serve Churches of
Christ in this capacity and will continue
to do so to the best of their ability.

Some of the material in this supple­
ment has been taken from The Digest of
the Australian Churches of Christ His­
torical Society, No. 102, published in
October 1989 and prepared by A.R-
Haskell. Arthur Haskell, who died on 28
December 1991, teas a former manager
of The Austral Company, a Trustee and
the Secretary of The Austral Charitable

Trust and a Director and the Secretary
of Maston Pty Ltd.

Trustees
(back) N.R. Arnott, R.M.Walker,
R.B. Lee, W.A. Thompson;
(front) A.R. Haskell, L.J. Butler
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The name of Arthur Richard
Haskell has been inscribed in
the records of departments and
activities of the Churches of
Christ in Victoria and through­
out Australia over a period of
60 years. It belonged to a man
who was honoured, respected,
trusted and loved by all who
knew him.

Arthur possessed a strong
faith in God and a commitment
to Jesus Christ and his church.
This faith and commitment
were expressed in every aspect
of his life.

Music
Arthur expressed his faith in

God and commitment toChrist
through his musical talents. It
all began in 1923 when Arthur
was a boy of 10. The Churches
of Christ were conducting a
mission in Wirths Olympia in
St Kilda Rd, Melbourne, led by
an American evangelist, Dr
Jesse Kellams, assisted by his
song leader Charles Richards.
It was a significant event in the
history of our churches, because
during the mission hundreds
were added to the church. At
the suggestion of a man, who
was later to become Arthur's
brother-in-law, Arthur was in­
vited to audition to sing at a
youth service. Charles Richards
was impressed with his voice
and arranged for him to sing 
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duets with Horace Lee from
the South Yarra church. Arthur
and Horace sang on a number
of occasions during that mis­
sion and in the period that fol­
lowed.

The Kellams-Richards Mis­
sion experience began a con­
nection with the Lee family that
has been maintained over the
years, a lifelong involvement
with and support of the church
atSouth Yarra and an outstand­
ing contribution as singer and
song leader that continued over
many years.

During what has been de­
scribed as "the mission era" in
the life of our churches, Arthur
became a well-recognised and
appreciated song leader at
many of our churches. He
joined with such evangelists as
James E. Webb, Dr Lloyd
Jones, K.A. McNaughton, J.E.
Thomas, Fred Youens and oth­
ers.

But Arthur's contribution
was not limited to Churches of
Christ. He felt it was a great
honour to be invited to be song
leader for a mission conducted
in the Collins Street Baptist
Church led by an outstanding
Baptist evangelist from Eng­
land, Dr Lionel B. Fletcher.

Arthur was appointed song
leader for the Christian En­
deavour movement for a
number of years. The highlight
for Arthur was the opportu­
nity that was his to conduct the
choir and lead the singing at a
great Christian Endeavour con­
vention held in Melbourne.
Arthur's membership of the
Christian Endeavour Quartette
is remembered with great ap­
preciation.

Business
Arthur expressed his faith

through his professional life.
Arthur's first position was with
rope manufacturers Kinnears.
Then followed his appointment
as accountant with Australian
Glass Manufacturers. It was
while he held that appointment
that W.R. Hibburt, on behalf of
the board of The Austral Print­
ing and Publishing Co. invited
him to be his successor as man­
ager. [See the supplement in
this issue for the story of Aus­
tral—much of the material was 

written by Arthur himself—
Editor.] Arthur accepted the
position as manager in 1953 and
worked tirelessly for Austral­
ian Churches of Christ, for the
good of the Austral Company
and for the welfare of all his
staff.

In addition to his managerial
and financial duties, which in­
cluded responsibilities in rela­
tion to The Australian Christian,
for many years he contributed
the "Uncle Arthur" columns in
Pure Words. He was also closely
involved with W. R. Hibburt
and V.C. Stafford and with the
Federal Board of Christian
Education in the publishing of
The Austral Graded Lessons for
Sunday Schools.

He worked hard to overcome
losses suffered by the company
in the 1970s when many
churches and departments
transferred their business to
commercial printers. When in
1976 the Austral Company was
sold as a "going concern"
Arthur orchestrated the transi­
tion from a printing business to
a charitable trust and since then
was a highly efficient and re­
spected trustee of that body as
well as its secretary, adminis­
tering and investing its funds
so as to provide Churches of
Christ with increasing amounts
of money each year.

[When the Aus tral Company
handed over The Australian
Christian to Federal Conference
Arthur did not sever his links
with this paper. Heoffered very
valuable advice to me and my
predecessors, and up until very
recently he served as chairman
of The Australian Christian Ad- .
visory Committee in Mel- ■
bourne—Editor.]

Servanthood
Arthur expressed his faith ■

through his servanthood role ;
in the church. Few lay persons i
if any could equal the contribu­
tion which Arthur Haskell has i
made to our churches. He was i
a vital member of the commit- ■
tee that organised the memora­
ble World Convention of
Churches of Christ held in
Melbourne in 1952, conclud­
ing with a service in the Exhibi­
tion Buildings attended by over
10,000. Arthur maintained his
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interest in the World Conven­
tion and attended the Conven­
tion in Honolulu in 1980 and
New Zealand in 1988.

For nearly four years from
1976, Arthur was secretary of
the Arrangements Committee
for the Federal Conference in
Melboumeled by Gordon Stir­
ling in January 1979.

For 16 years from 1960
Arthur was Chairman of the
Federal Conference Hymn
Book Committee. The hymn
book we use today was first
published in 1974 and was the
result of countless hours of de­
tailed research and preparation,
meetings and correspondence,
all of which was carried out
with precision and dedication
by Arthur, together with his
small committee.

In 1963-64 the Conference
of Churches of Christ in Vic­
toria and Tasmania appointed
Arthur as its Conference Presi­
dent, the highest honour that
our churches can confer. He
served on the Department of
Home Missions for seven years
from 1962 and on the Advisory
Department.

Perhaps the role for which
Arthur was best known over
the last few decades was his
role as a trustee of the Churches
of Christ Properties Corpora­
tion. Introduced as a trustee by
Allan Cleland, Arthur was ap­
pointed in May 1959. Five years
later he was appointed chair­
man. He visited churchboards,
attended church services, in­
spected plans and understood
the detail of each application
that came before the corpora­
tion.

Finally Arthur expressed his
faith as a servant of his master.
Arthur as a young man discov­
ered the real secret of Christian
service. He used his gifts and
his talents in the service of
Christ, confident that he was
neveralone,confidentthatGod I
would provide the resources
that he needed to undertake
the task at hand whatever it
was. He dedicated and gave all

; he had in service to Christ and
his church.

To Lois, Bev, Ken and Lyn
we share with you in the sor­
row of the loss which you feel.

—Clive Ward
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Memorial to Arthur
Haskell
Williamstown remembers
No tribute to - would be com­
plete without mention of his
involvement with the
Williamstown, Vic, church.
His whole life revolved around
the church. He was bom within
walking distance and was bap­
tised there at about 10 years of
age. He was concerned about
all facets of church life and at
various times served as an
elder, church secretary, treas­
urer and board member. His
leadership in worship was par­
ticularly relied upon and he
often preached in the absence
of the minister. Arthur was also
active in pastoral visitation. Al­
though he was not officially

a life-long involvement
appointed to such a role he
cared for all involved in the
church. No area of church life
at Williamstown was un­
touched by Arthur, and he will
be greatly missed by that con­
gregation.

To honour his memory the
Williamstown church has
launched an organ fund to re­
place its current organ. Given
Arthur's love of music and its
use in worship this is a very
appropriate memorial. Those
wishing to share in this me­
morial should contact the
Williamstown minister,
Cheryl Johnson, on (03) 397
5715.

Australia Day Awards
Service to the community and religion recognised
At the time of going to press we
were unaware of any Churches
of Christ members who had
received an award in the Aus­
tralia Day Honours list.

However, there were several
awards made for service to re­
ligion.

These included the Roman
Catholic Cardinal of Sydney,
His Eminence Cardinal
Edward Clancy, who received
an AC (Companion of the Or­
der of Australia) for service to
religion, to learning and to the
disadvantaged in the commu­
nity.

Jean Skuse, who for many
years was involved in the Aus­
tralian Council of Churches and

was heavily involved in organ­
ising the WCC Assembly in
Canberra last year, was
awarded an OA (Officer of the
Order of Australia) for service
to religion, particularly through
the World Council of Churches
and to women's affairs.

Valmae Merrin of Warana
Beach, Qld, received an OAM
(Medal of the Order of Aus­
tralia) for her service to Aus­
tralian detainees in Thailand.
Valmae's husband is a partner
of Don Cranston and their ar­
chitectural firm is involved
with projects among our
Queensland churches. The
Merrins attend their local Bap­
tist church.

The Last Days

F
or some Christians, many of the newspaper headlines
towards the end of 1991 would have read like a "publicity
brochure for the last days". Headlines such as "New world

disorder", "Scramble for nuclear power of old empire", "Last
days of evil empire promises new evils", "EC will become super­
power of the 21st century", "Whose finger is on the button?'',
"Civil war inevitable in old empire" and other similar headlines
peppered our papers. No doubt some Christians gleefully watched
the war in the Gulf and, more recently, the volatility of events in
the break-up of the old Soviet Union with an exhilarating feeling
that "the last days" were at last here, and the countdown to
Armageddon had begun. There is, for some Christians, an insa­
tiable fascination with the idea that "things fall apart; the centre
cannot hold...anarchy is loosed upon the world..." as Yeats de­
scribed the world in his poem "Second Coming" in 1920.

Of course, there has always been intense debate, some highly
perceptive, some bordering on lunacy, about when the end of the
world will occur, and whether we will see it occur in our own
lifetime. But the end of which world? The end of "the" world or
the end of "our" world? If we are considering the end of "our"
world, then it doesn't matter when the end of the material world
occurs. The reality is that we will all experience the end of the
world in our lifetime. Death is the end of our world, and that can
occur, for any of us, at any time. If you are prepared for that, then
you are prepared for anything else, no matter how cataclysmic.
Perhaps its better to ask, "What does the end of the world mean
for us now, theologically?" Theologically, "the end of the world",
whenever that will occur, is a reminder that life isn't cyclical, but
is working towards a climax. It is a drama moving towards a
finale that has already been summed up, proleptically (in antici­
pation), in the advent of Jesus Christ. History has a purpose, and
God is at the centre of that purpose. His purpose in the world
involves his people in mission, social justice, compassion and
community building—demonstrating the meaning of the cross
and resurrection, as life in the midst of death, hope in the midst
of despair. To choose to be part of that purpose is to be drawn into
history as a drama in which we can be positively involved in the
redemption of the world, no matter how dark the events around
us may become.

What today”s "end of the world" pundits fail to recognise, as
they have in every age, is that vivid Jewish apocalyptic language
and imagery has been reinterpreted by the New Testament
writers, and used to describe the age of the Kingdom in imagina­
tive metaphors for compelling urgency, decision and courage in
the face of change, conflict, despair in every age. It is not a
blueprint for a 20th century countdown to Armageddon. It is a
call to respond to the lifestyle of the Kingdom, and creative
compassionate participation in the age of jubilee—all 2,000 years
of it. The Kingdom of God will prevail, but not in the arrogant,
paternalistic, triumphalist sense of the colonial era. It will prevail
in precisely the way it was revealed—good news for the poor,
release to captives, recovery of sight for the blind, liberty for the
oppressed and the proclamation of the acceptable year of the
Lord, the age of extra-ordinary, unequivocal grace. It is the
presence of this Kingdom that I believe will sustain the overtures
for international peace and nurture for the environment. It will
bring hope to the seemingly hopeless struggle of the emerging
world, and continue to call out a people who are prepared to be
servants bringing wholeness to others. Whatever premonitions
today s end of the world pundits may have about the "last days ,
this is still the acceptable year of the Lord!

—Stephen Curkpatrick
----------------------- ------------_------- --------------------------------------------------- .——
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Eric Hollard

A
recentissueofthe "AC"
came my way and from
its pages sprang memo­

ries as some people of my gen­
eration were being farewelled
around the nation. May I join in
with those privileged to be
present on those occasions, and
thank you Mr Editor for bring­
ing memories up to date. They
have had 80 years in which to
accumulate, and have now
reached bursting point. My
snippets could be worth pages!

There was Jim Wright,
preacher par excellence, now
settling down with Marg;
Kevin Crawford, meticulous
and unremitting in his desire
to push the Kingdom; Eric Hart,
like myself with legs as a
memory, a gentleman if ever
there was one (and with him I
couldn't help but associate the
names of several giants in so­
cial service work—men like
Charles Cole and Albert Jones,
in whose hearts were born
many homes for the aged
around the na tion); not far from
me is a man and wife to whom
a generation of young people
came to say "thanks KD" and
so Keith and Gwen Home
stepped forward to take a bow
and sometimes I see other
names, such as Lyall Williams,
whose loving title of "Chief'
from a contingent of men whom
he sent out tobe ministers. And
what of lovely ladies? There's
three of them (among a myriad)
whose lives fill many a memory
gap: Edna Vawser, Hazel
Skuce and Dorothy Geyer in
India. Often your paper, sir,
tells me that others are still liv­
ing! I saw a mention of Cliff
and Milly Taylor (what a
prince he was in a pulpit, a
preacher with a poet's heart),
and Milly who won the Sun
Aria. Dick Saunders, another
gentleman preacher (I did see
him all riled up once, and was
glad it wasn't me getting the

"roasting") and Ben Withers,
whose pastor's heart still sends
him to the typewriter. I cherish
a book on Revelation, the best
I've seen, and dear Harold
Norris steered me into good
thinking and when Tom Weir
drops into our mail box he trav­
els back 60 years with me—
same old Tom. If evera preacher
gained an award for humour,
then Alf White (not Tertius)
would have to be in front!
There's a number of churches
in Canberra now, but I recall
the day when Gordon and
Leslie Stirling walked alone in
that city and he himself became
something of a national figure.
Of course, he always was, and
how!

George Mathieson Snr, lan­
guishing these days, but he was
not always that way. Down
Croydon way they used to re­
fer to our "beloved pastor"—
the only way they could refer
to Wally Bartlett and he and
Glad still sit in pews there. It
seems there have always been
Manning boys in our ministry,
and Manning boys are still go­
ing strong, Ross and Frank. I
went visiting a year or so ago
and "filling in" that morning
was Hardld Bischof f! I'd heard
thesermonbefore,and thequal-
ity was still there. Swiftly now
comes Merv Lawrie and Col
Curtis touching some chords,
and Frank Hunting still a fine
league ruckman—and is that
Bert Baker's lovely bass voice I
hear?

One more word, sir, and it is
to thank all those who through
difficult years sent Fem and
me greetings and good wishes
at the festive season. You did
our hearts good and reminded
us again that in God's King­
dom are still those designated
as the "salt of the earth". To
write to all of you is not part of
the agenda right now, but God
loves you, and so do we!

6 6 Whoever
welcomes in
my name
one soch
child as this
welcomes
ffn^ Matthew 18:1-5

TIAN CHILDREN’S FUND spon­
sorship.

Practise what he
preaches...reach out to
a needy child with love
and change both your
lives for the better.
For only $25 a month you will
ensure a desperately needy child
receives nutritious meals, cloth­
ing, medical attention and a chance
to go to school through CHRIS­

Sponsorship goes beyond answer­
ing physical needs alone—there’s
a spiritual dimension. When achild
sees someone on the other side of
the world cares, he or she feels
special, blessed with a chance to
rise above poverty. Your love will
make all the difference.

Children aren’t the only ones who
benefit. You’ll get to know your
sponsored child by exchanging
letters.Andyou’llestablishaclose
one-to-one relationship that’s sure
to grow as the youngster you spon­
sor grows stronger with each pass­
ing month.

CCF Australia guarantees 80 cents in
every dollar will directly benefit your
sponsored child—you won’t find a
better sponsorship pledge. Founded
in 1938, CCF is one of the world's
largest child care organisations, sup­
porting more than 600,000 children
in the Developing World, regardless
of race, sex or religious beliefs.

r— [ZU  E=1 E=3 C=J CZZ3 CZZ3 E=3 C=3 CZZ1 E=3 E=3 E=3 «----

“ Yes, I want to reach out to a needy child. j
A I look forward to receiving the photo and sponsorship kit of a

I (please circle) boy/girl...living in...Latin America/Asia/Africa. !

I Enclosed is my cheque/money order for my first sponsorship gift I
| of $25 or please debit my (please circle):

| Bankcard/Mastercard/Visa |

»l 11 I I 11 i I I I I I I I l~l»
| Signed Expiry date■

. I am unable to sponsor a child now but want to give S _________  .
| Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms______________________ ______________________ _  ■

A Address_______________________________________________________ I
fl Postcode Ph (daytime) ____ _________ I
A Christian Children’s Fund of Australia i
8 159 Kent Street SYDNEY NSW 2000
| Sponsorship and donations |
. are tax deductible CCF/ACWW0292 n
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