
Registered by Australia Post
Publication No. VAR 0761

—ssagjes 9 am911

Does God Answer
Prayer? —page 24

"insights" —page 19

National Conference
—pages 13-16

Shame —pages 22-23

Logo Competition
—page 17

Who is Bill Hull?
—page 24



vol. 96 NO. 13
7 August 1993

Managing Editor: Chris Ambrose
Assistant Nigel Pegram

issue
21 August
4 September
18 September

Deadline
13 August
27 August

10 September
Address for All Correspondence

(including subscription payments)
PO BOX 101

North Essendon 3041
Telephone (03) 3791219

Fax (03) 379 0015

Member
publication of the

Australasian
Religious Press

Association

National logo of
churches of

Christ In
Australia

'The Australian Christian" Is published
by the Board of Management of the

Australian Christian, a Department of
the National Conference of

Churches of Christ In Australia.
Keith AIrd, Chairman (SA)

Don Burdett, Secretary (ACT)
Lindsay Mott, Treasurer (Vic)

John Batchler (Tas)
Jim Deutschmann (Old)

Steve Downle (NSW)
Allen Smyth (WA)

Printing by New Litho Pty Ltd
63 Sunbury crescent

Surrey Hills 3127

Responsibility for electoral material Is
accepted by Chris Ambrose,
3 Hamlyn St, Essendon 3040

This publication Is Indexed In the
Australasian Religion Index

ISSN 0004-8852

Advertising Rates
Displayed: $5 per column

centimetre
Classifieds: $12 for the first 25 words

and 20c for each additional word

World News

Daund, in
Chris Ambrose

R
ecently the minister of the Daund,
India, Church of Christ, Benjamin
Tiwari, visited Australia as the guest

of the Overseas Mission Board, represent­
ing the Churches of Christ in Western In­
dia at the OMB's annual meeting (he was
Conference Secretary from 1979-1986). He
has also visited churches in South Aus­
tralia, Tasmania and Victoria. Whilst in
Melbourne he visited the "AC" office and
we had a discussion on the Daund church
and the Conference in India.

Daund, Maharashtra State, is an impor­
tant railway junction on the Bombay-Ma­
dras line, with a population of 20,000. The
population is primarily Hindu with Chris­
tians making up about 25% of the popula­
tion (the average for the whole of India is
about 2.5%) with a smaller number of
Muslims.

In the area around Daund there is some
increase in tension as militant Hinduism
increases. The church is sensitive to this
and ensures that all open-air meetings are
such that no problems will be caused. The
very militant Hindu resurgence is prima­
rily in the northern states, rather that
Maharashtra.

The Daund church is one of 13 churches
that are a part of the Churches of Christ in
Western India Conference. These churches
have been the focus of our mission work in
India with Baramati being the mother
church. Today, there are more than 2,000
members in the 13 churches. The Confer­
ence also has responsibility for two High
Schools (up to the 10th year) and one Pri­
mary School (up to 7th year), two homes
(one for boys and one for girls), two Friend­
ship Centres, the Ashwood Memorial Hos­
pital, two clinics, eight village health visi­
tation programs and the Bombay Chris­
tian Centre. Conference's work has cen­
tred on Maharashtra State and as people
from churches have moved to new areas
such as Bombay our work has expanded to
help them.

The Daund church is the second largest
of the Indian churches with around 450
members and an average attendance of
over 300 each Sunday.

The Sunday morning worship service
seems to have most of the elements of
services here in Australia. The main differ­
ence would be the length of the service—a
minimum of two hours with the sermon
lasting at least 45 minutes. One other dif­
ference is that the minister generally leads
communion, assisted by the church com­
mittee members and elders. Two women, 

who are church committee members, regu­
larly assist in handing out the communion
elements. Prior to the service a Sunday
School operates for 225 children. 18 teach­
ers are involved in this ministry which is
primarily to families of Christians.

The main outreach to non-Christian chil­
dren comes from the 16 different Sunday
Schools that the church operates in differ­
ent parts of Daund during the week. Every
evening of the week, except Sundays, a
team of the ministers, evangelists and
young people conduct these Sunday
Schools in at least three locations; over 300
children are involved in this program.

The church itself is the centre of a very
active community with something occur­
ring each day. On Monday afternoons a
women's fellowship group, who are in­
volved in the visitation of members, meets
whilst in the evenings, a Theological Edu­
cation by Extension program operates in
the church. (Currently there is only one
course available in Marathi—a six book
course on the Gospel of Matthew—32
courses are available in English). Twenty-
two members have completed this course
and a further 29 are in the process of finish­
ing.

Tuesday sees cottage prayer meetings
being held in at least four different loca­
tions. Church committee members or the
pastors lead these times which are gener­
ally held in the open air, allowing all in the
neighbourhood to participate. On Wednes­
days, a Bible study is held at the church
(currently they are studying Ephesians).
Thursdays sees the Retirees Prayer Fel­
lowship (for those in the 50-80s age group)
meet and village and home visitation takes
place in the evening, involving the young
people who will sing, share testimonies
and hand out or sell Gospel tracts and
literature.

Fridays are the special day of prayer at
the Daund church. The chapel is open all
day (10 am-7 pm) for prayer requests and
in the evening intercessory prayer meet­
ings are held. These are on a monthly cycle
which sees prayer for the local church and
Conference on the first week of the month,
India on the second, world evangelism on
the third and Israel on the fourth week.

Saturdays sees youth activities at the
church, with a Girl's Club operating in the
afternoon and a youth group in the evening.

During the first part of the summer holi­
days in May, the church operates a 10 day
Vacation Bible School in at least three areas
of Daund. Over 350 children, many from

2 (298) The Australian Christian 7 August 1993



World News News

TO® as!n)@§
Competition at Swansea camping and recreation
ground

° Mrs Cail Johnston, President of the Hunter Regional
Churches of Christ Conference, unveils a plaque
commemorating Bill and Judy Flett's work

non-Christian homes, partici­
pate.

The Daund church is very
missionary minded. Currently,
at least 38% of the church's
budget goes for evangelistic
work outside the church. The
first missionary from the Con­
ference is from Daund. Vinay
Rathod commenced working
with the Kolan community (a
tribal village) north of our Con­
ference area, in January. So far,
four people have responded to
the message and become Chris­
tians.

Two members of the church,
Ravina and Abraham, are cur­
rently in Bible College study­
ing to become ministers and
two young people have just
commenced mission training.
They have committed their
lives to being missionaries fol­
lowing the completion of their
training.

When asked about the fu­
ture, Benjamin talked of the
church needing to be strong in 

its moral standards. The church
needs to stay strong in its prayer
life and in the study of God's
word and they need to encour­
age one another. Benjamin also
shared about the need for the
church people to be friendly
with non-Christians and share
the gospel with them. He also
saw the need for the church to
raise their own people for min­
istry and leadership. His main
concern was that his people
would be strong enough to
witness for Christ wherever
they were.

The final question I asked
was what the Indian churches
could teach us in Australia.
Barry Jenkins and Benjamin
shared the thoughts of the sim­
ple lifestyle that we could learn,
the openness to the gospel and
prayer life. One aspect of soci­
ety they noted was that all Indi­
ans are more open to discus­
sion and sharing about spir­
itual matters than we are in our
Western culture.

The Hunter Region churches
in NSW have for some years
been quietly developing a
camping/recreationalsitenear
Swansea It is an elevated,
cleared, levelled and grassed
area surrounded by heavy for­
est, beside Lake Macquarie. The
clearing now contains powered
caravan sites, two small dormi­
tory huts and a modem ablu­
tions building, as well as care­
taker's residence with small
conference room.

Queen's Birthday weekend,
12-14 June, was an occasion for
local people to enjoy fellow­
ship at the camp. Several fami­
lies camped the whole week­
end, exploring the surround­
ings and participating in a sim­
ple and happy service on the
Sunday.

Monday was the day for "The
Ashes", when a good number
came for the day, and teams
competed in volleyball, bad­
minton, caber tossing, rolling
pin throwing, women's javelin
(broom) throwing etc. Finally,
the urn of Ashes was solemnly
and ceremonially presented to
the Georgetown church who
were judged the winners (the
scorers and umpires being
Georgetownians of dubious
fairness).

During the day, a plaque to
recognise the outstanding ef­
forts and energy of Bill and
Judy Flett in developing the
site was unveiled. The Fletts
often called the site "Soaring
Eagles" after the eagles that
often soar overhead. On the
day, however, it was the peli­
cans' turn to soar—a very im­
pressive with their great size.
In fact, the camp is quite nota­
ble for its variety of bird life,
including unusually tame bell
birds in the rainforest.

Churches of Christ people
wishing to use the camp, indi­
vidually or in groups, can make
arrangements with Keith and
Patsy Grofos on (049) 71 2927.

—K. Johnson

index
The index of the 1992 issues of
The Australian Christian has fi­
nally been completed. This is
being mailed to all subscribers
who in past years have re­
quested a copy. If you would
like a copy please contact The
Australian Christian, PO Box
101, Essendon North 3041.
Phone (03) 379 1219. Fax (03)
379 0015. Indexes will be mailed
free of charge.

• Map of India, showing location of Daund, home of
Benjamin Tiwari
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“•©M@ ©Mt Of
the Box" ■■
National Ministers'
Refresher Conference
They will be gathering from all
parts of Australia to be inspired,
refreshed and equipped by one

DISCIPLES
Otf

CHKDST

In ths iooal church

MELBOURNE 1993
Western Suburbs General Conference

Friday Evening and Saturday
27th-28th August

Eastern Suburbs General Conlerence
Friday Evening and Saturday

3rd - 4th September

National Minister's Refresher Conference
for Churches of Christ Ministers only

Tuesday through Friday
31st August - 3rd September

Conference Information - 03 783 3235 

of the world's most talented
encouragers in the area of dis­
cipleship—Bill Hull.

His principles are distilled
from the pages of the NewTes-
tament and have been tried and
proven in the practice of local
church ministry.

Hundreds of churches
worldwide are benefiting from
his encouragement and Church
Resource Ministries in
America can vouch for his cre­
dentials.

Navigators are working
closely with Bill as they seek to
encourage effective disciple­
ship in the churches.

But it's not just Bill's input
that is going to make this re­
fresher "one out of the box".
The venue is a top conference
centre at Philip Island. The
schedule will include time to
relax and enjoy friendships,
and, believe it or not, time to
catch a glimpse of those pen­
guins.

Every aspect of the confer­
ence is being considered in or­
der to give participants a great
all-round experience, with
plenty of spontaneity and fun.

Ministers—don't miss it! Fill
in a registration form now and
secure yourplaceatatop event.

(SOFIr’Qig'gDOlrD
In our article on the Darwin
church the telephone number
for the manse was incorrect. It
is (089) 27 9572.

Cruise the Gold Coast in a
luxury cruiser or houseboat

Cruise through hundreds of square miles of secluded waterways,
renowned for goorl weather all the year round. Laze on a descried
beach, visit island wildlife sane luaries. Have fun in the resorls. Cover
it all in style in a luxury cruiser of houseboat everyone can afford

No boat licence needed.
Runaw.Bay Marina V Broadwater Houseboat
H'OBox!9(,i & Cruiser Hire
Runaway Bay, Qlrl 42 16 "'X'' Phone (075) 77 3366

war© aft [PrQgoa®®®
Centenary celebrations

In the early 1890s a church had
vision. That church was the
Kermode Street, North Ad­
elaide, SA, church, and a new
work commenced at Prospect.
The church first met for "Break­
ing of Bread" on 23. September
1893 in Miss Belcher's class­
room at 46 Pulsford Road.

It wasn't until 12 years later
that the existing chapel was
built and opened on 23 March
1905.

The Crosby Hall was added
over a period of years after
World War II and opened 40
years ago at the Diamond Jubi­
lee celebrations.

Now a century later, the Pros­
pect church is about to enter a
time of celebration and past
members and friends of the 

church are invited to this time
of rejoicing. The program
planned is to be held over two
days: Sunday 19 September
10.00 am Thanksgiving wor­
ship service, 12.00 noon lunch­
eon (booking is essential), 2.00
pm afternoon tea at the church,
3:30 pm High Tea and 7.00 pm
evening celebration; Thursday
23 September 7:30 am prayer
breakfast, 5.00 pm barbecue tea
(please bring a salad and sweet)
and 7.00 pm evening rally.

Abo^k of memories and his­
tory of the church will be on
sale.

For further information or
luncheon reservation please
contact Ken Jacobs, 7 Hamp­
stead Rd, Manningham 5086.
Phone (08) 269 2284.

Tarralla Christian Retirement Village
(Owned and operated by Croydon Church of Christ Inc.)

New Units Available—Stage Two
Stage One—Waiting List Open

° Independent lifestyle free from maintenance worries
° Located within 500m of Croydon, Vic, city centre
° 24-hour security/health alarm system
° Organised social activities and outings
° Large recreation centre
° Caring management

Cheapest in metropolitan area

Inspection Invited
276-280 Dorset Road, Croydon 3136

Enquiries to managers, Bill and Joan Green

on (03) 723 6500
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Heathdale Christian College—12 years on

rr

Hr.xlhd.i2c Christian Colle;;,*

. ‘¥68®
Becomes a Reality
1982-1992

Christian schools are still fairly
new. They mushroomed in the
1980s in the shadow of (per­
haps even as a response to) the
High Court case brought by
the Council for the Defence of
Government Schools which
wanted tostopGovemmentaid
to non-Government schools.
The choices for most parents
until then were: the govern­
ment schools—the 'free, secu­
lar and compulsory7 system set
up in 1872, where parents had
little say in the values and
standards passed on to their
children along with the 3Rs;
the Catholic parish schools,
which often had low fees but
were not what most Protestant
parents were looking for; and
the expensive, and often exclu­

sive, independent
schools. Parents be­
gan to feel that this
was not enough. Tax­
payers all, they
wanted a better
choice for the educa­
tion of their children.

So, bit by bit, in
church halls and in
borrowed rooms,
with shoe-string
budgets and dedi­
cated teachers, Chris­
tian schools were
bom. Most of them
manage for years
with thebareGovem-
ment recognition of
their existence in the
per capita grant
which is paid for each 

child educated in the school—
this grant is much less than it
would cost to educate the same
child in a Government school!
Some are parent-controlled,
some are run by a church, some
have a school council, but their
goals are the same: to provide
quality education which is im­
bued with Christian values,
rather than secular ones.

Christian schools mostly ca­
ter for children of Christian
families; if you aren't commit­
ted to the idea of Christian
schooling, why would you
choose a poky little school op­
erating out of a church hall
rather than the big, Govern­
ment-funded school nearby?
They are typically low-fee-pay­
ing schools where parents help 

ACWF Luncheon
1.00 pm Wednesday 8 September

(seating from 12.30 pm)

Camberwell Civic Centre
Speaker: Mrs Jean Cheshire

(national Liason Officer for World Day of Prayer)
Soloist: Chris Sharpe
Cost: $13.00 (ticket only luncheon)
Tickets from: Eleanor Roberts

11 Winchester Road
Nunawading 3131
Phone (03) 874 5110
RSVP 24 August

in the classroom, with yard
duty, do time in the office, as
well as the things we've come
to expect ofparentsin schools—
working bees in the grounds,
covering library books, help­
ing in the canteen, etc.

But as the Christian school
grows bigger and becomes
known in its community, par­
ents who want firm discipline
with higher standards and
strong moral values, may
chooseitfortheir children, even
if it means sacrificing some of
the material benefits of a Gov­
ernment school.

This has been the case with
Heathdale Christian College
in Werribee. Itopened itsdoors
in 1982 to 37 pupils; last year
there were 520 at the school. In
its twelfth year of operation, it
has graduated from the port­
able buildings which were a
feature for the early years, and
is established in bricks-and-
mortar with the aid (after a long
wait) of Government grants.
The school began with primary
students who moved on
through the secondary school
years, pioneering a new year
level as they went, until the
first VCE students graduated
in 1988.

Heathdale began with no
funds, but a lot of faith, in the
car park of the local Baptist
church—in three portable class­
rooms paid for by a man who
had just sold his house. Every­
thing that didn't happen in the
classrooms or the minute play­
ground happened in the Bap­
tist manse (office, library, sick
bay, staff room) or in the Church
building itself (assemblies, de­

votions, drama, art classes, wet­
weather play area, toilets).

Students today doing science
in the modem laboratories, or
working on computers, or us­
ing the new library, find it hard
to picture the early days. Stu­
dents from the early days who
come back to visit can hardly
believe the School as it is today.
To help them all, and their par­
ents, to understand the way it
began, and has grown, the
School commissioned two
former teachers to write a book
about its beginning and its first
decade—this has just been pub­
lished.

The book: Heathdale Christian
College: A Vision becomes a Real­
ity, by Helen Cerne and
Bronwen Hickman, is available
from Heathdale Christian Col­
lege, 175 Derrimut Road,
Werribee 3030, price $15 + $2
postage.

—Bronwen Hickman.
Bronwen Hickman is a mem­
ber of the Werribee, Vic,
Church of Christ, and was
on the committee which
first planned the school. She
represented the Church of
Christ on the School Coun­
cil for ten years, and is co­
author of the book.

Ink’n’lmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street
Mitcham 3132

Phone and Fax:
(03) 874 8101

Heidelberg
Repatriation
Hospital
Banksia Street
Heidelberg West
Victoria 3081

An Equal
Opportunity
Employer

Clinical Pastoral Education
■ Applications are invited for 12 months and 9
months training in Pastoral Care in this special
hospital. Stipends are available for the 12 months
and 9 months programme.
Vacancies also exist for 3 months training. No
stipends are available for short course.
Training for both courses commences in November
1993. The programme is an educational
experience and the aim is to promote theological
and pastoral professional growth and a greater
effectiveness in ministry to people. Applicants are
expected to have a reasonable amount of expertise
in pastoral care.
Enquiries and requests for application forms should
be directed to Rev. David Stark Director Clinical
Pastoral Education on 496 2895.
Written applications should be submitted by
31 August 1993. ab 586
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Garfield and Grace Todd
60 Years of Service

• Dadaya High School

In 1934, Sir Garfield and Grace
Todd made the long journey
from New Zealand to be mis­
sionaries in a remote area of
Southern Rhodesia. They were
sentbyNewZealandChurches
of Christ to a ministry which
included being teacher, doctor, 

farmer, mechanic and pastor.
Grace Todd led the way in
changing the education system
in the country and established
the schools curriculum still in
use today.

Sir GarfieldTodd worked for
the mission for many years, 

then became a Member of Par­
liament and eventually Prime
Minister in the 1950s. During
the country's struggle for inde­
pendence, he was held under
house arrest, without trial, for
four and a half years. The Todds
are citizens of Zimbabwe and
now reside in Bulawayo, hav­
ing moved from their home of
many years at Dadaya only a
year or two ago.

Dadaya High School, the
boarding school which they
established, maintains a tradi­
tion of outstanding scholarship
and has brought many students
to accept Jesus Christ. There
are presently 750 students at
Dadaya. Bursaries are provided
to allow s tudents from the com­
munal lands nearby to attend
the school.

Since 1991, Allen Todd
(nephew of Sir Garfield and
Grace) has provided assistance
in the administrative work of 

the school and training others
in this area. The need has been
identified for a central admin­
istrative block at the school. To
meet this need, an appeal for
funds has been launched to
build the "Todd Building",
which at the same time recog­
nises the invaluable contribu­
tion of Grace and Sir Garfield
Todd. The Todd Building will
be a two-storey adobe building
which will provide facilities for
meetings and lectures and will
be the central administrative
block for the school.

The aim of the appeal is to
raise $NZ 150,000 for the Todd
Building. The foundation stone
will be laid on 18 September.
Donations for this appeal can
be sent to Churches of Christ
Overseas Aid fund, 180a Gray
St Adelaide 5000. All donations
will be forwarded to the ap­
peal. Donations over $2 are tax­
deductible.

Kenmore Loses valued student
Ken Taylor dies
9 July was a sad occasion for
Kenmore Christian College,
when the community gathered
to pay its respects for one of its
valued student members, Ken
Taylor, who died after a brief
battle with cancer.

Ken came to Kenmore in July
1992, having completed part-
time studies with the Baptist
Theological College of Queens­
land (1990-92). During the mid­
summer vacation, he under­
went surgery for the removal
of a tumour. He made a good
recovery, sufficient to enable
him to continue his studies. His
wife, Debbie, also enrolled as a
student and studied alongside
her husband. Further health
difficulties surfaced toward the
end of the semester. Neverthe­
less, he persevered, complet­
ing all the academic require­
ments, except for the end of
semester examinations. In the
few weeks that followed, Ken's
health declined rapidly, and he
died quietly at his home, on 6
July.

The Ewers Chapel at College
was packed for the funeral serv­
ice, led by the minister of the

I Kenmore church, Grant
Spangenberg, where Ken
served as a student. Grant was
assisted by Noel Barnes (stu­
dent minister), Tony O'Hare
(student president), and
Graham Warne (vice-princi­
pal). The congregation com­
prised members of the college
community, Kenmore church,
Burleigh Heads church (from
which Ken came to Kenmore),
and Broadbeach Baptist
Church (where Ken and Debbie
were former members). Six of

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Financial Planning
• Taxation Returns

Ken's fellow students served
as pallbearers, while the re­
mainder of the College com­
munity formed a guard of hon­
our.

In his message, Grant raised
the question which had been
on the minds of so many: "Why
is someone who has experi­
enced a call from God and has
dedicated himself to ministry,
'cut off prematurely?" "There
is no simple answer," he said.
"We don't know how our lives
fit into God's overall scheme of 

things. What matters most is
thatwe be faithful; thatwe take
God athis word, and trusthim."
Grant drew attention to the
Christian hope, which offers
great comfort and encourage­
ment for those who remain.

The college has established a
Library Memorial, by which li­
brary books purchased with
donations to the memorial will
bear Ken's name. Interested
friends are invited to partici­
pate in the memorial fund. (Do­
nations are tax-deductible)

* Have you seen the Wildflowers in WA? °

Avon Moyle
Churches of Christ Federal Aborigines Board
Box 1199 c
Wangara 6065
Phone (09) 309 3922 BH (09) 448 4837 AH

• Now Is Your Opportunity &
• 19 August-2 September 1993
• A camping Coach Tour is travelling north from Perth,
* visiting Monkey Mia, Carnarvon, Coral Bay, Hamersley
• Ranges, Marble Bar and Hedland, then returning to Perth
• via Meekatharra.•
• Cost $830 (including all meals and all accommodation for 15 days)
* For details contact:
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• Part of the "team" at Peel Street's “Praise and
worship Festival 93"

hours of musical praises to our
God. With the enhancement of
lighting and sound equipment
the night was very successful
and enjoyed by many. Some
people felt it might have been a
little loud, but can you always
please everyone? Our normal
night services see between 30-
40 people attend, but for this
night we had over 160.

Peel Street, the "Aussie
Church of Christ", is not the
old conservative church it was 

once seen to be. It has and still
is changing to meet not just the
needs of Christian people, but
most importantly to "Break
Down the Barriers" that exist
between the church and our
uninformed and unchurched
Australian community. Wor­
ship services such as these are
not the answer, but it is one of
the many steps we have been
taking, and are going to take, in
bringing God to all people.

—Wayne Allen

wews

Tow war®
Changing for the best
Ballarat, Vic, church at Peel
Street for many years has hada
reputation of being an older
and extremely conservative
church. Many people have said
to me, "You're the minister of
Peel Street, aren't you too
young?"
When people have moved into
Ballarat, other people outside
as well as Ballarat people have
said to them, "Don't go to Peel
Street it's too old and conserva­
tive."
Well, this may have been cor­
rect in the past, but in the last 18
month many things have dras­
tically changed to enable us to
move into the future.

The change has not stopped,
rather we are now trying to
adapt our ministry and mis­
sion to meet the needs not only
of the people within the church,
but also those of the commu­
nity we have been planted in.
We are not just aiming for
young people either, but trying
to cater for young and older

generations as all are wanted
and needed in God's kingdom.

One of our ways of showing
our community, as well as other
churches, that we are a church
that has and is changing to meet
people's needs, was a special
service on Sunday night 27
June. It was a service with a
difference that we called
"Praise and Worship Festival
93."

This was a night where we
had not one or two musical
artists, but seven local artists
from different churches bring­
ing their gifts and talents to join
together to praise God. The art­
ist were, Kerri Fry and Steve
Prince from the Baptist church,
The Lindner Sisters from the
Brethren church, Bernadette
Kennedy from the Catholic
Church, Pam Harrison, Jon
Jones and Browyn Booth from
Churches of Christ.

All of the items varied from
music to different styles of vo­
calists filling in just over two

Youth ministry training option at Carlingford
Young people are the present
and future of the Church, there­
fore, we must do all we can to
most effectively convert, equip
and mobilise them for the King­
dom.

To help the church to be more
effective in this the College is
offering specialist youth min­
istrytrainingbeginningin 1994.

Why is specialist Youth Minis­
try training being offered? First,
because those working with
young people have brought to
our attention the huge need in
this area. This advice and guid­
ance has come from youth di­
rectors, pastors and leaders in
the field from all around Aus­
tralia. Also, we realise that the 

REFINANCE NOW!
From 7.25%

Combine your house, car, credit cards, personal loans, etc
into: Quick approvals, Quick Settlements

Amount Monthly Repayments
Home Loan $70,000 $952
Car Loan $10,000 $315
Personal $18,000 $480
Credit Cards $2,000 $100
Loan Required_________________ $100,000___________________$1,847

New repayment after finance $682 Saving per month $1165
BAYCORP FINANCE

Phone: (03) 499 4511 Fax: (03) 499 5239

cutting edge of ministry train­
ing is always a moving target,
and we want to continue to
offer the best possible training.
Details of exactly what is being
offered and how we can help
you or your Youth Leaders can
be obtained by ringing College
Administration (02) 630 7533
(after hours (02) 683 4458) and
asking for Antony Cook or
Narelle Bignill. In brief, the
training is available as a spe-

ON YOUR OWN,
YOU’RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles
Fellowship oilers friendship

through correspondence with
other born-again Christian
singles and single-again

people
Write enclosing a stamped,

self-addressed envelope
to:

CSF, PO Box 17,
Anna Bay 2301 

cialisation in the three year
BTh/Diploma. It's also open to
those talcing the Certificate in
Youth Ministry (made up of six
subjects and field work). Most
of the required subjects will be
offered as modules (i.e. as four
day intensives) at one of the
Ministry Centres.
Those who will be training you
are the foremost practitioners
available from around Aus­
tralia—people like...
• Neale Fong, Youth Vision,

WA Churches of Christ
• Graham Hyman, Youth

Specialties, Qld
Our desire is to equip you

and inspire you to reach this
nation's youth and, ultimately,
this nation. Our prayer is that
this training will go a long way
toward achieving that goal and
will bring glory to God as he
works in and through us all.
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Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to
200 words

Communion and
Reconciliation

To the Editor,
Gabriel Babare in his article

"See You Sunday" ("AC" 3
July), makes valid points for
which he should be thanked.

My only difference would be
in response to his statement that
"if you have bitterness of any
shape in your heart, then let the
cup and the bread go by."

Perhaps, partaking of that
cup and bread will only im­
press on us the more the fact of
our bitterness and of our need
to begin reconciliation. It is be­
cause we have failed, because
we have become embittered,
because we have not lived up
to our Christian vows, that we
need to share in the cup and
bread—that act should only
sharpen any conflict, underline
any hatred or bitterness and
unite us in fellowship with oth­
ers, and in forgiveness.

—Bruce Bum
(Morwell, Vic)

The Inimitable Ron
Hewitt

To the Editor,
Following you report ("AC"

17 July), let me share with you
last Sunday nighf s service.

We at Hurstville, NSW,
church were very privileged to
have Ron come to speak to us.
We have always had a tremen­
dous love and respect for Ron's
very individual presentation of
God's word, with his ability to
reach out to people of all ages.

Ron came to the platform
with a firm tread and a warm
smile. He told us that he wasn't
going to preach a sermon, be­
cause he had forgotten how,
since this was the first time he
had preached for five months,
instead he would tell us a story
as our Lord had told in para­
bles.

He related many humorous
and meaningful experiences of
his stay in hospital and how he
was able to minister to those
around him.

The text was from Psalm 37,
bringing in very clearly God's
words "Do not fret", and what
a comfort they had been to him.

I'm sure that everyone in that
■ congregation will never forget
! that Sunday night and treasure
I those words from our Lord.

We pray that God's plan for
; the rest of Ron's life will be to

restore him to the point when
he will be able to share with
many other congregations in
his own inimitable way.

—Nancy Souness
(Hurstville, NSW)

Help Wanted
To the Editor,

Quick, Mr Editor, I need help!
Am I the only one who has

difficulty with Stephen Curk-
patrick's convoluted articles?

I have thought that the par­
able of the rich man and
Lazarus ("AC" 3 July) is a sim­
ple but tragic story of a man
who when he could, he would
not; and when he would, he
could not. —Keith Crowley

(Marion, SA)

Salvation and Non­
Christians

To the Editor,
Two matters in particular

caught my attention in the 17
June issue. Alan Matheson's
comment on holy days and
Christendom relates directly to
my series. Had the church un­
derstood the Bible's teaching
about the covenants, what is
known as the Constantinian
synthesis would never have
occurred. For in325 AD Christ's
Kingdom, then equated with
the church (cf ancient Israel),
most certainly took on a
worldly character in flat con­
tradiction to the teaching of Je­
sus (John 18:36).

Next, Karl Rahner's concept
of anonymous Christians re­
ferred to in Trevor Robinson's
letter is deeply questionable. If
we take Rom. 10:9f seriously, it
is a contradiction in terms. On
the other hand, if my view of
the covenant is accepted, there
is no need, as has been tradi­
tional, to universally consign
non-Christians to hell as if all
of them were of the same ilk.
After all, Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob were not Christians, but
are nonetheless in theKingdom
of God (Matt. 8:11). Along with

! them will be many other
' "sheep" who manifestly were 

never Christian (see Matt25:37,
46b).

While we can entertain high
hopes of the ultimate salvation
of certain non-Christians we
know, we cannot read their
hearts. Judgement remains the
prerogative of God in Christ (1
Cor. 4:5) and it begins, inciden­
tally, with us (1 Peter 4:17).

The only way to be sure about
future salvation is to commit
ourselves in faith to Christ. Not
to have him as our advocate in
preparation for the great day (1
John 2:1) ought (and probably
does more Sian we realise—
Heb. 2:15) to inspire deep-
rooted fear (cf Exod. 20:18f,
Heb. 12:18f). Our God is a con­
suming fire (Heb. 12:20) and
wrongly motivated "good
works" will surely be found
wanting (1 Cor. 3:10-15; Matt
7:21-23). —Ken Stothard

(Essendon, Vic)

Cape Town or “Escape
Town"

To the Editor,
Worship in almost every

church in Australia would have
ended with a hymn or song of
praise and a benediction. Wor­
ship at the Cape Town (South
Africa) church ended abruptly,
with five black gunmen throw­
ing hand grenades and firing
weapons.

Whenever we congregate to
worship God, we do so in a
fortified place, whether it be a
house, public building, chapel
or in the open air—fortified by
the presence and power of the
Holy Spirit—as they do in Cape
Town. The only difference is,
we are not threatened by such
unbelievable and atrocious at­
tacks against humanity. Dark
forces may beat work here, but
with God, peace and democ­
racy still rule.

Letters from Tertius

Hymns and Choruses
To the Editor,

I'm afraid that I was one of those who sang, uncritically, any
hymns that happened to be on the Sunday agenda. If they were
in the hymnal they must be alright. I must confess that I didn't
take a lot of notice of the words. Whether or not I liked the hymn
depended on the tune.

But since choruses have become a regular feature of our morn­
ing services, I have taken much more notice of the words. Initially,
this was because I resisted the change and wanted to prove that
choruses were mostly bad poetry, bad theology and bad music;
while hymns were good poetry, good theology and good music.

I have now had to revise my opinion of some choruses which
are good on all three counts. Likewise, I have been taking notice
of the words of some of our hymns, and have to admit that some
that I sang with great gusto are defective in poetry, theology and
sometimes in music.

Last Sunday we sang the introit "Here from the world we turn
Jesus to seek". Once I used to like it; it had a sort of soothing
feeling about it. Now I can see that it is all wrong. If we turn from
the world we won't find Jesus because that's where he is. The
hymn gives the impression that Jesus lives at the church and that
we are on our own until we go to meet him there next Sunday.
There is also a contradiction because there is a prayer in it that
says, "Let thy grace descend", as though Jesus is up above
somewhere and not even in church, let alone in the world .Yet the
hymn calls him ourdearest friend. Some friend! Shut up in church
all the week? Up on high somewhere wafting down his grace but
not his presence? And avoiding contact with the world where we
have to live our lives?

I resisted choruses at first, but I'm glad I was overruled. At least
they've helped me to be a bit more discriminating. Some choruses
are terrible! °

—Tertius
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Letters Baptisms

The weapons of the churches'
warfare are not physical, (2 Cor.
10:3-5.) We don't use physical
weapons to avoid spiritual bat­
tles.

To overcome these dark pow­
ers, I ask each person who reads
this letter to claim the greatest
power in the world—the power
of prayer. God is able to de­
liver; corporately, we need to
be able believers.

In December '92 I met John
and Vivienne Cairns (from
Cape Town) at the Brunswick
church, where their daughter
Sharon, and son-in-law,
Mervyn, both worship. John
and Vivienne were in that Cape
Town service on Sunday and
they, being the sincere, holy
couple they are, know that God
stretches out his hands when
we pray.

We must claim the power of
the Holy Spirit and pray that
God will keep the doors open
in that Cape Town church, and
for those who worship there,
that their lives will be kept safe
and free. —Don Milne

(Coburg, Vic)

^@m® @©@®]
Membership explosion at Burleigh Heads
Membership at Burleigh
Heads, Qld, has increased from
62 to 104 (over 60% increase) in
the last 12 months—praise the
Lord!

On 23 May, six were bap­
tised and 10 new members were
welcomed into the church.

At the same time, it is pleas­
ing to report that all church
activities are on the increase:
namely Sunday School, youth
group, Ladies Night Out and
Bible Study groups.

27 June was a very special
occasion when Tweed Heads,
Murwillumbah and Nerang
churches combined with us for
the evening service when Ma­
jor Ian Thomas from
Capemwray Missionary Fel­
lowship was guest speaker.
Over 300 attended this service.

The church continues to sup­
port 10 missionaries at $100
each per month, some of whom
have recently shared in serv­
ices.

Minister, Noel Newton, has
been appointed to the Bond
University Chaplaincy Board
and is at present the acting
chaplain. He is now on the
Queensland Advisory Board
and has also been appointed as
Chairman of the Capernwray

Missionary Fellowship to set
up a Summer Bible School '94
from 8-14 January 1994. Plan
your Christmas holiday on the
Gold Coast and come and join
us for this feast of Biblical stud­
ies with Chris Thomas and
Mike Nelson.

° Noel Newton with baptism candidates Garry Beavis,
Noelle Suliman, Ken Smart, Leanne Smart, Peter Tree
and Pi Skaanvad

A program combining popular concert music with
traditional and contemporary Christian hymns, featuring
soloists, massed choir and orchestra drawn from many

Presenting the third annual

Victorian churches.
Melbourne Town Hall

Saturday, August 26, 1993, 7.30 pm.

An Evening Not to be Missed
Tickets SIS Adults; $12 Pensioners, full-time students and groups of 20+.
From July 1, tickets available from:

Keswick Bookshop, Port Phillip Arcade, 232 Flinders Street, City.
Koorong Books, 6a Vicki Stroeet, Blackbum South.
Or Send cheque and stamped sclf-addressod envelope to:

Melboune Praise Inc.
PO Box 78, Blackbum, 3130.

Further inquiries: Telephone (03) 377 3419

‘Melboune Praise Inc." is an inter-denominational organisation comprising
representatives from major Christian denominations.__________________

[Fou’S'S issipflism

• Pictured is the first baptism of the Upper Yarra, Vic,
Fellowship which was held on 23 May in the Montrose
chapel. Kim Thoday (part-time minister) baptised
Barbara Gabbitas who was the first baptismal
candidate from the new church.

c?
Have you tried

Christian Projects
for your

stationery supplies?

Call for a free quote: 008 242 904.
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Media Review

Papers
Christians and the
Environment: Why
Bother?
by Jim McPherson (Zadok Papers
S61)

There has been little material
produced in Christian circles in
recent years on our approach to
environmental issues. Much of the
material that is available is rather
suspect, as the authors have al­
most deified nature. Jim
McPherson takes a serious view
of nature, but he wisely anchors
that in Christian faith. He spells
out the background biblical mate­
rial that should lead us to have an

environmental concern and looks at why the church has largely
been silent on this issue, before arguing for a particular Christian
approach to environmental issues. In his conclusions he com­
ments, "We people of faith should be in the vanguard of those
who work towards responsible conservation and development of
God's beautiful creation. To damage it irresponsibly is almost
blasphemy."

A helpful summary of some of the issues can be found on the
front cover which, "calls upon Christians to arrive at an ecological
vision which is built on thoughtful Christian faith rather than self­
interest, communal concern, or a vague, semi-religious empathy
with nature".

Available from The Zadok Institute for Christianity and Soci­
ety, Locked Bag 23, Kew 3101 Phone (03) 816 9367, fax (03) 816
9617. —CRA

———
Christians and the Environment:

Why Bother?

Books 

REINVENTING
Reinventing Australia—
The Mind and Mood of
Australia in the 90s

AUSTRALIA
The mind and mood of

HUGH MACKAY

by Hugh Mackay (Angus &
Robertson) $16.95.

Hugh Mackay is a social re­
searcher who has spent 35 years
studying the attitudes and behav­
iour of the Australian commu­
nity. His company is well known
in industrial circles and its re­
search is well respected. Much of
the research is carried out in dis­
cussion groups who look at a
topic, ra ther than in ques tionnaire
type surveys. This book is the ac­
cumulation of his observations
on the way Australian society is
heading and the attitudes that

Australians have to society and some of the major issues facing
that society. He looks at the way Australia's attitudes have
changed during the last 20 years, a period he describes as one of
"relentless social, cultural, economic, political and technological
change". Hugh Mackay sees an epidemic of angst or anxiety
existing in Australia today. "The problem is that, all over Aus­
tralia, people feel themselves to be operating on a short fuse."
"One way of explaining this is to suggest that many Australians

are suffering from the Last Straw syndrome, a condition in which
so much stress and anxiety is being experienced that even quite
minor upsets can feel like one thing too many."

This book looks at such issues as New Women and Old Men, In­
laws and Out-laws, Whither the Work Ethic?, Managing Invisible
Money, Divided by the Dollar, Are We All New Australians?, etc.

This research and observation of Australian society is compul­
sory reading for any who is concerned about relating the gospel
to our society. There is little in the book that specifically mentions
religion (which is in itself an interesting comment on the place of
faith in Australian society), however many of the concerns should
be addressed by the church.

Highly recommended. —CRA

The Nonresidential Missionary
by V.D. Garrison (MARC)

If you think you know what is meant by the title of this book
you may need to think again if you read it. The writer describes
the work of a nonresidential missionary as a "new strategy" for
mission. Part one of the book defines and discusses the new
strategy. The definition in Chapter Two is supplemented by an
expanded definition in an appendix, because of the diversity of
ideas of what a nonresidential missionary is. After definition,
there is discussion of the reasons for this strategy, some examples
and suggestions for training. Part One concludes by attempting
to answer the question "Does it work?" through considering the
results of work described in two case studies. Given the writer's
claim that the strategy began in 1986.it is perhaps too early to
conclude that it is successful in the long-term. It has made a
difference in the lives of individuals, according to the evidence
presented.

Part Two helps to identify people in the world without access
to the gospel through case studies as well as effective use of tables
and maps, giving details about language, population and so on.

The book is interesting and a useful resource for mission. It
points to the necessity for a different mission strategy in some
parts of the world and reinforces the ongoing need for Christian
mission. —Julie Trinnick

RNH

Notice Board
Withit Church of Christ

Stocktaking Clearance
• Pre-preached sermons—

sheet or cassette.
• Last Easter's souvenirs and

trinkets.
• Handcrafts from our

Sunday School and Senior
Citizens groups.

• Unclaimed articles from

^.pews, porch and pulpit.
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Baptisms
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Some, hopefully, of many more

• (L to R) Gustavo Santillan, Elider Zamorano, Paulina
Zamorano, Victoria Lopez, Marina Lopez, Phil Wyllie
and Cecilia Santillan (in front, wearing jacket)

Six people from the Spanish
Church of Christ, Fairfield,
NSW, were baptised by Pastor
Philip Wyllie in the surf below
Stanwell Tops. They were
brotherand sister, Gustavo and
Cecilia Santillan; husband and
wife, Elider and Paulina
Zamorano; and mother and
daughter, Virginia and Marina
Lopez.

What began as a Bible study
with three Spanish speaking
ladies in May 1991 in the unit of
Philip and Debby Wyllie, is
now a church of over 50 meet­
ing regularly for worship,
prayer and Bible study.

Illis is a Spanish speaking
church. The people are all re­
cent immigrants from South
America. Philip has already
spent six weeks visiting the rela­

tives of members in Argentina
and Chile. His Spanish was so
greatly improved, that the
church is sending him to Costa
Rica, to a language school for
four months. He will leave in
August and return in Decem­
ber. Manuel Ibanez will min­
ister to the church in Philip's
absence. Manuel is co-pastor of
a Church of Christ in Chile.

There are 90,000 Spanish
speaking people living in Syd­
ney. Only 1,600 are professing
Christians.

The Spanish Church of Christ
in Fairfield, with the leading of
the Holy Spirit (.[Gloria a Dios!
[Glory to God!]), hopes to win
many more for the Lord /A Dios
sea la gloria! [To God be the
glory!]

—Debby Wyllie

Baptisms at West Preston
West Preston, Vic, church was
packed recently as regular
attenders were joined by fam­
ily members and friends as five
young people were baptised.

Jessica had the privilege of
her grandfather, Bill Nash,
baptising her, thus making it 

three generations within the
same church. Some 20 family
members attended, even from
overseas (Tasmania).

Christopher's family were
also blessed to see him follow
his commitment to Jesus Christ
in baptism.

It’s time
to consider

an alcohol free
lifestyle

Temperance Sunday September 12
For Kit including poster, leaflets and sermon
notes, for speakers contact Graeme Rule
Phone (03) 794 9296, Fax (03) 793 1006

Sponsored by Victorian Temperance Alliance Inc.
in association with Salvation Army Alcohol
Awareness Week—September 6-13, 1993.

Simon had the pleasure of
seeing one set of grandparents
attend, of Roman Catholicback­
ground. It was their first expe­
rience of a Protestant baptis­
mal service. Anne had the joy
of seeing her eldest child bap­
tised. This was especially mean-
ingful as Melika had been
adopted from Fiji some 13 years
ago as a three month old baby.

When Rebecca was baptised,
there was hardly a dry eye in
the church. Rebecca suffers
from a very rare disability,
Incontindentia Pigmenti, she
was unable to respond in a nor­
mal motor function. Because of
these special circumstances her
father, himself blind, gave the
verbal response on behalf of 

his daughter. When asked
where Jesus lives, Rebecca
laughs and points to her heart—
a sure indication of her faith
and understanding of Christ as
her saviour. Rebecca was also
aware that her own baptism
was a special time for her. She
understood that somehow the
act of baptism washed the dirt
from within her as one is
washed clean after having a
bath. The first four are mem­
bers of the "7-10 Club" and
were baptised by Vivienne
Bums, the youth leader. The
youth group was formed less
than 12 months ago with the
aim of meeting the rising needs
of secondary students in years
7-10. —Vivienne Bums

• Christopher Rae and Simon Lea, two members of the
7-10 Youth Club, who were baptised
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The Victorian Council of
Christian Education is hold- I
ing a workshop “God in the ,
midst... Pastoral Care with '
Children" on28Augustatthe '
Ivanhoe Church of Christ, i
Heidelberg Road, Ivanhoe, I
9.30am-4.30pm.Theregis- .
tration fee is S15. There are 3
sessions: “Helping children
cope with loss and g rief", “Re-

i flections on God, the Bible,
children and grief" and “Pas­
toral care in your group or
class". Among the present­
ers will be Geoff Rowcroft
(Tobin Brothers staff training
division) and Ed Ots (CCES
chaplain at Scoresby Sec­
ondary College). Details and
registration to Gail Wager,
Victorian Council of Christian
Education, 2a Chapel Street,
St Kilda 3182. Phone (03)
5294377. Fax (03) 5294998.

Over the period 12-16 Sep­
tember, Charles Price, Prin­
cipal of Capemwray Hall,
England, is speaking at a
series of meetings under the
title “Christ our Life” at the
Padstow Baptist Church, cnr
Cahors Road and Sphinx
Avenue, Padstow. The Sun­
day evening service (12 Sep­
tember) will be held at 7 pm
and the meetings on the other
evenings start at 7.30 pm. On

i the Thursday morning (16
September) at 9.30, a pas­
tors and leaders seminar is
being held. Details from the
church on (02) 774 2033.

A crescendo of criticism and
warnings about a return to
totalitarianismis rising in Mos­
cow after the 14 July vote by
the Russian Parliament of a
law that would restrict or ban
foreign mission work in Rus­
sia. Yeltsin must sign the
measure within 14 days for it
to become law. A spokes­
man indicated he may do so.
The revised measure would
allow foreigners “to carry on
activities as individual reli­
gious workers" only if they

: are affiliated with a Russian
; religious organisation. It re­

quires other foreign repre­
sentatives of religion, as well
as Russiancitizensappointed
under the authority of a for­
eign religious organisation, to
receive special “accredita­
tion."

The Channel 10 Young
Achiever Awards are again
open to all young people un-

Happenings

der 26 years of age involved i
in community service. There
are 7 categories open for
nomination: Water Board
Community Service Award,
Nissan Arts Award, Pacific |
Power Science & Technol­
ogy Award, DEET Career
Achievement Award,
Medibank Private Sports
Award, Forestry Commission
Conservation Award and K
Mart Regional Development
Award. Nominations dose on
24 September and entry
forms are available from spon­
sors or the Awards office on
(02) 899 7099.

There are fears among the
Australian Broadcasting Cor-

• porationstaffthattheposition
■ of religious “specialist editor”

in ABC radio is at risk. It is the
senior religious staff position
in the ABC. It was created
when the ABC abolished the
position of religious depart­
ment head in late 1991. The
specialist editor for science is
also believed to be at risk at
the moment. It is understood
the intention is to subsume
both the religious and sci-

I ence departments into a
blending of the two with the
sodal history and women's
units.

The Rev. Pat Tucker Spier
has been nominated to be
the Division of Overseas
Ministries of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)
President. If elected, she
will succeed the Rev William
J. Nottingham. She is cur­
rently associate minister of
the West Street Christian
Church in Tipton, Indiana,
and is a former missionary.

The author of the ubiqui­
tous poem “Footsteps" ap­
pears to have been discov­
ered. Margaret Powers
claims boxes of her writings
were stolen while in transit
from Toronto to Vancouver
in 1980. Powers claims to
have written her poem for
her wedding in 1964 and
was devastated when she
discovered it, credited to
another author, in 1983.

! Greeting card manufacturer
I Hallmarkbelieves Margaret

and now pays her an an-
: nual fee. However, other
I publishing companies con-
! tinue to use “Footprints" at­

tributing it to “author un­
known".

Puerto Rico has the great­
est population density of
evangelical Christians on
earth, according to Antonio
Rodrigeuz Carmona. In an
interview in the Puerto
Rican newspaper El
Vocero, the Argentinian
journalist said that with an
evangelical community of 1
million, an island of 8,794
square km and a popula­
tion of 3.5 million, Puerto
Rico had more evangelicals
per square km than any­
where on earth.

Alcohol Awareness Week
(6-13 September) is an ini­
tiative of the Salvation Army
that is being supported by
the Victorian Temperance
Alliance. As an expression
of concern regarding chang­
ing attitudes to the personal
use of alcohol by church
members, the Salvation
Army is reviving Temper­
ance Sunday as part of the
week. 12 September will be
the date for Temperance
Sunday in Victoria. Kits con­
taining facts on alcohol,
leaflets, sermon notes,
posters and Lifestyle Con­
tract (temperance pledge)
are available from the Vic­
torian Temperance Alli­
ance, 9 Mason St, Dande-
nong3175. Phone (03) 794
9296. Fax (03) 7931006.

A recent Roy Morgan Re­
search poll found that 40%
of Australians described
themselves as non-drink­
ers. For those aged 14-24
the figure was 54%.

A revised edition of the
Christian Professional
Groups and related journals
directory is now available.
This lists information about
student groups and Chris­
tian professional groups in
Australia, the UK and the
United States. It includes
addresses, costs of mem­
bership and the details of
the journals and publica­
tions these groups publish.
Most of the groups are those
affiliated with the Interna­
tional Fellowship of Evan­
gelical Students. The direc­
tory costs $5 (which in­
cludes postage) and is avail­
able from the AFES Gradu­
ates and Friends (Vic), c/o
14 Lansdowne Rd, East St
Kilda 3183. Phone (03) 527
5853.

The Sydney City Mission
launched a 24-hour confi­
dential telephone counsel­
ling service on 26 July to
assist people who have suf­
fered as the result of being
the victim of a crime. The
new service, which provides
telephone, face to face and
group counselling, is a joint
project between the Mission
and the NSW Attorney Gen­
eral's Department. The
number will be3181000 for
metropolitan Sydney and a
toll free number for callers
from outside Sydney of
(008)819 816.

Forthe past 60years, Chris­
tian radio and television in
Canada has been strictly
limited. But a recently en­
acted law promises to allow
the proliferation of Chris­
tian broadcasting, albeit
under stringent regulations
dictating content and “bal­
ance". On 3 June, Cana­
dian Radio-Television and
Telecommunications Com­
mission announced that it
will considerapplications for
single-faith stations, either
under free or pay TV cable
provisions.

Some of the rarest Bibles in
the world were sold recently
at auction. Sothebys sold 3
Wycliffe Bibles, from the
early 15th century, for
£56,500 ($122,800 Aust),
£69,000 ($151,500 Aust)
and £95,000 ($206,500
Aust), 3-4 times the
amounts expected. All were
bought by a London anti­
quarian book dealer. The
Bibles were produced by
followers of Wycliffe who
risked being burnt at the
stake. The books are tiny
so they could be easily hid­
den. Two were less than 4”
x 3" and in one the scribe
squeezed 14 lines to one
inch of page, demanding
the use of a magnifying
glass. In the same sale a
French Gothic Bible was
sold for £320,500 ($696,700
Aust).

After 4 decades of minister­
ing to the needs of Korea's
children, Compassion Inter­
national is closing its doors
in Korea, the country in
which its work originated.
The work commenced in
1952 when evangelist
Everett Swanson, seeing 

the widespread poverty af-
terthe Korean war, decided
to help Korea’s orphans,
some frozen to death on
the streets of Seoul, others
begging for spare change
or food. Compassion Inter­
national grew from one
project, in Korea, with 35
orphaned children, to 22
countries, nearly 2,000
projects and more than
180,000 children. Through­
out the 41 years of service
in Korea, more than $40
million has been given by
sponsors.

At least 80,000 Nepalese
have taken a Bible corre­
spondence course in the
last 8 years, according to
Every Home Concern, the
Australian branch of Every
Home For Christ Interna­
tional. Graduates of the Bi­
ble courses come from 870
villages and 73 of the coun­
try’s 75 districts. The coun­
try is primarily Hindu.

The Swiss research institute,
Demoscope, found that 73%
of all Swiss Christians rarely
or never attend church, while
62% do not believe that their
religion is the only true faith.
Switzerland isnominally 49%
Catholic and 48% Protestant.
A magazine survey revealed
that the beliefs of 12% of
church members are rooted
in nature religions, the occult
and esoteric practices, and
religions of the East.

Although 42% of US resi­
dents attend church in a
typical week, only 5% of
prime time television char­
acters practice religion in
any way, according to a
study conducted by USA
Today. Thestudyalsofound
that television is far more
likely to portray sex between
unmarried persons than
between husbands and
wives.

According to the Jesus Film
Project office, more than
503 million people in 197
countries have seen the
Jesus film, and 33 million
have indicated decisions for
Christ as a result. There are
more than 6,300 prints of
the film in circulation. The
project has been translated
into more than 250 lan­
guages with 100 more in
progress.
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increase your understanding
& glkols in the vM

A PREVIEW OF THE
COMPLETE
CONVENTION
O Keep Politics out of the

Church!

o Family Violence in the
Church!

• Retirement

MELBOURNE SEPTEMBER 5th-11 th 1993

This program will provide interest and
stimulation. Celebrate and Worship as
well as enjoy friendship when you attend.

o Being Creative as God is
Creative

• Exploring Grace

• Living in Unity

O Pastoral Issues for the
Unemployed

o The Church Members'
Role in HIV/AIDS

© Divorce Recovery

• Illness, Death and Dying

O Working with the Poor

® Newcomers to Australia

o Women: Leaders in
Mission

O The Gospel in the World
of Sport and Leisure

o Creating Family
Wellbeing, Creating
Community Wellbeing

• Justice and Peace from a
Biblical Perspective

• Children in the Church

G Singles and New Hope

o How to pastor to
everyone

• Youth and Faith
GUEST SPEAKER
Rev; Dr Noel Vose
An outstanding speaker

This is one of the best programs ever for a
National Convention. The range
and quality of Bible Study,
Keynote Addresses, Rallies
and Electives is well beyond
the normal.

fa®
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OPENING RALLY

GUEST SPEAKER
REV. DR NOEL VOSE
Outstanding speaker and past
president of the Baptist World
Alliance.

A time of celebration and worship.
Sunday Sept 5th, at The World
Congress Centre, 7.00pm
"Christ The Timeless Resource"

ELECTIVES
Concurrent Sessions 11.00am Wednesday

Keep Politics out of the Church!
It only divides believers from one another and destroys church
energy. How do Biblical Christians faithful to Jesus who was
crucified by the State take seriously the realm of politics? Are
there principles for Christian engagement and if so what are
they? Should the church speak out on political issues or should
its representatives, the clergy, be actively involved? These are
some of the issues we will tackle in this elective.
Leader: Rev. Tim Costello. Author on Urban Mission

Illness, Death and Dying
I find myself knowing so many who are dying of cancer! How
do I relate to them? How does this relate to the pastoral care
within the church? What do I do and say? A session of
practical help and understanding for all who face illness,
death and dying. Leader: Dr John Paver

SATURDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 11.00AM

A DAY OF ELECTIVES FOR EVERYONE. BRING YOUR
BOARD FROM THE CHURCH!

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSIONS 2.00pm

Children in the Church
Is children's work the 'Cinderella' ministry in the church? We
used to have it because children can't be ignored, but how high
a priority do we place on it? This workshop will be a blend of
input, discussion, creative ideas from people actively involved
in children's ministry, and practical participation.
Leaders: Lyn Leach and the Kidsmin Committee

Retirement

OTHER RALLIES
I | Wednesday Sept 8th,

i at Camberwell Centre, 7.30pm
I 1 "Christ Resource for Today"
| I Speaker: Mrs Lyn Leach

Saturday September 11th at
Camberwell Centre, 7.30pm
Program includes the induction of
the incoming National president,
Mr Robert Leane.
"Christ: Resource for the Future"
Speaker: Mr John Gilmore

BIBLE STUDIES
-9.30am
Led by Greg Elsdon,
Principal, Churches of Christ
Theological College, Mulgrave
Wednesday, John 1:3 "The Timeless :
Christ: The Agent of Creation"
Thursday, John 1:14 "The Timeless
Christ: The Historical Christ" (
Saturday, John 1:17 "The Timeless £
Christ The Future of Creation"

KEYNOTE ADDRESSES
-10.00 am

Family Violence in the Church!
An opportunity to acknowledge the reality of Family violence
within church communities.You will be challenged in your
thinking as we discuss what the implications are for us as
Christians when we have the courage to accept our
responsibility for all who are part of our communities. Here is
an opportunity to develop our resources so that we can act
with a love that encompasses justice.
Leaders: Joy Butler and Peter Wing Tang

Being Creative as God is Creative
"You will be encouraged to reflect upon and celebrate the fact
that as people created in the image of God whenever we use
our talents, abilities and gifts in a creative way we are in fact
worshipping our creator God. Some of us find this easy, others
struggle, all of us can enjoy our hidden creative talents."
Leaders: Chris and Alan Niven

Concurrent Sessions 11.00am Thursday

Pastoral Issues for the Unemployed
"One million unemployed!" the headlines read... How do
we/can we respond? This session will explore a number of
options as ways of responding to this phenomena that confronts
us. It will be practical, local church centered and needs based
with an emphasis on sharing of experiences and insights.
Leader: Ian Smith

The Church Members' Role in HIV/AIDS
HIV is more infectious than a virus! HIV affects us all. What
role does the church have in HIV/AIDS? What part does each
individual need to play if we are to stop further HIV infection,
both here and overseas, and care adequately for those, their
partners and families who are already living with this virus?
Workshop facilitators: Jenny Ross, Executive Director,
Haemophilia Foundation Australia, Convenor, National
Churches Working Group on AIDS and Louis Van Laar,
member, National Churches working Group on AIDS, Director
for Field Development, Churches of Christ Community Care
(Vic/Tas).

Working with the Poor
This session will look at: Jesus the poor man from Galilee;
Christian Discipleship and the priority of the "little ones" in
our society; What it means to be poor; How the church can
reach out in a relevant way; Reflections on involvement with
an inner city grass roots church in Melbourne.
Leader: Mike Esbensen, Kensington Christian Network

Newcomers to Australia
This is an opportunity to explore the issues facing newcomers
to Australia and to hear of their integration into Churches of
Christ. Explore some of the issues of what it means to live in a
Multicultural Australia.
Leader: Check Chia, Minister Grace Church of Christ

Women: Leaders in Mission
We have heard of Hudson Taylor, William Carey and David
Livingstone, but do we know of women leaders in mission?
This elective seeks to broaden our understanding of mission
history and to consider women in global mission today,
recognizing that the common factor is the motivation and
example of Jesus Christ.
Leader: Julie Trinnick, Overseas Mission Board

The Gospel in the World of Sport and Leisure
We have all heard of the protestant work ethic, isn't it time we
had a Protestant leisure ethic? In a sports oriented world with
long term unemployment and early retirees, what does the
Gospel have to do with our leisure hours? Stimulate your
thinking and the relevance of the Gospel to the whole of our
lives. Be a sport and use your leisure time wisely!
Leader: Barry Ryall, Chaplain WA Shield Cricket Team

Creating Family Wellbeing,Creating Community
Wellbeing
"We have all overdosed on what makes things go wrong in
families but are we as sure about the factors which promote
wellbeing? "We will focus on these factors and consider ways
of promoting and encouraging them in our community as we
affirm basic Christian values and beliefs."
Leader: Alan Niven

A workshop designed to draw on the experiences of
participants so that retirement may become the satisifying
experience so often spoken of, but frequently lacking in
practical execution. A special segment provides advice to the
lady of the house who suddenly finds that her husband is
"under her feet all day"! Leader: Max Carter

Singles and New Hope
The world does not end if you are or become single again. This
workshop outlines how an effective singles ministry can
become a major area of outreach for your church.
Leader: Anne Spoelder

How to pastor to everyone
A caring and sharing ministry within the church is a major
reason for membership growth and support. Each member
becomes a pastor to another as they share their ministry gifts.
A practical session which will have an effect on your local
church. Leader: Graham Carslake

Youth and Faith
Youth face many issues of identity and faith. What are the
issues facing young people in today's culture? How ought the
church respond? Youth ministry is an area of significant work
in our churches. Become a part of the action during this
workshop. Leader: Paul Creasy

Exploring Grace
Accepting the acceptance and love of god in Jesus Christ is at
the heart of our faith. We are recipients of grace and divine
love. What are the implications? Why can we in awe affirm that
it is amazing grace which sets us free!
Leaders: Rod Tippett/Graeme Warne

Living in Unity
"Accept one another, then as Christ accepted you, in order to
bring praise to God." (Rom. 15:7 NIV) How do express the
unity of the church? What efforts are you making to bring
about unity? Unity in your local congregation, Churches of
Christ around the world and the church worldwide, will be the
focus of this session. Leaders: Joan Pye and Trevor Banks

Presented by Rev. Dr. Noel Vose
Wednesday, "Christ as Resource for Community and
National Life"
Thursday, "Christ As Resource in Lifes' Crises"
Saturday, "Christ as Resource for Christian Mission"

Divorce Recovery
This workshop will help people work through the issues
involved in the grief of a marriage breakdown. It will be of
assistance for all those who have suffered such loss within their
family. Leader: Cheryl Johnson

Justice and Peace from a Biblical Perspective
Explore the New Testament and discover that Jesus was
concerned about Justice and Peace. A time of challenge and
enjoyment of the scriptures with practical relevance for the
living of our Christian life. Leader: Kim Thoday

Public Open Session 4.00pm

What we learnt from the U.S. Visit
A panel of ministers led by Ted Keating sharing impressions
and learnings from the recent Leadership 2000 visit to the
churches in the United States.
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CTHEB B7EI ZEE
Plan to attend these other events:

Two sessions which will examine both the work of our ethnic
and aboriginal congregations. Friday 10th, afternoon.

Come and enjoy the celebration ©ff Qin]®

PRESIDENT'S RECEPTION
CAMBERWELL CENTRE
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 7TH AT 7.00pm
Tickets available - $30.00 per person

BUSINESS SESSIONS
These will be held on Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th at the
Camberwell Centre. A time to discuss the work of Churches
of Christ in Australia and the directions for the future.

IDEAS THAT HAVE WORKED
A time to consider practical programs which have worked
in local churches. A time of sharing and stimulation.
Wednesday 8th 4.00pm.

AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP
CONFERENCE AND LUNCHEON
Wednesday 8th.
Join with the women of our churches from around Australia
for this time of business and s

You may register for the full convention, or alternatively attend
on a daily basis at a cost of $10 per day.

ing of friendship.

from the ^SlbD®Rallies, the insi
studies and the challenge (froim fife®

Information and Registration details
Churches of Christ National Conference and Convention

77 Capel St
West Melbourne 3003
Phone (03) 326 8900

INSURANCE FOR NON-DRINKERS
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