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Comment
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Alan Matheson

Abuse

F
ebruary was not a good month for
Christians.

In Parramatta, NSW, a congrega­
tion attempted "to starve the devil" out of
one of its members. Later, she died.

In the Victorian country town of Ant­
werp a woman died after another group of
Christians "expelled 10 demons from the
womb and out of her mouth".

Such events pose real dilemmas for
churches.

One of the most disturbing books, pub­
lished recently, is Ronald Enroth's,
Churches that Abuse (Zondervan). The
book provides both an insight into how
such happenings occur and what to look
for in churches that batter and abuse their
members. According to the author, it's
"about people who have been abused psy­
chologically and spiritually in churches...
abuse which leaves scars on the psyche
and soul".

even more disturbing to read that some of
the churches that abuse, have links with
our own churches. The most prominent
being the Boston Movement or the Boston
Church of Christ which is described as one
of the most controversial and most publi­
cised of the authoritarian congregations
discussed. (See further Adrian van Leen's
article, "AC" 23 September 1989)

Signs
Of the 50 or so books and some 60 files that
sit on my shelves on "sects", "the new
religious right", and "televangelism", all
have a number of common themes which
characterise those which have the poten­
tial to bruise, batter and abuse their mem­
bers and followers.

The themes, in themselves, provide
warnings and signs of danger.

First, abusive churches are authoritar­
ian churches. There is an "unhealthy form
of dependency, spiritual and otherwise,
focussing on themes of submission and
obedience to those in authority". Enroth
concludes that, "the disquieting truth is
that many Christians do indeed fall into
the trap of authoritarianism because of an
inclination toward the black and white
mentality that abusive churches cater to. If
you have the type of personality that is
drawn towards groups that offer wrap
around security and solutions to all your
problems, you are vulnerable to spiritual
abuse."

We live in a rapidly changing society
which, for many, is confusing and trou­
bling. Bewildered, many have "a need to
create evangelical gurus, Christian celeb­
rities, .super-pastors in mega-churches, and
miscellaneous other "teachers" and ex­
perts" we place on pastoral pedestals.

What is it asks, Enroth, about people,
"that explains this apparent need for au
thority figures, the need for someone o
consign for our lives."

When one of our elected leaders sug
gests, in conversation, that our churches
are less democratic than he has ever knovv
in our history, then perhaps its time
took a new look at the way we exeI51S
authority and power in our own churche

A second sign is isolationism. The c°
scious effort to limit input from outside t

----------------------j------- ■

such as the "Set Free Christian Fellow­
ship", the "Church of Bible Understand­
ing", the "University Bible Fellowship",
the "Power of Life Ministries", and even
the "No Name Fellowship". In Parramatta,
it was the "Gospel Truth Fellowship" and
in Antwerp it was a house church of "spirit-
filled Christians". However, before this is
dismissed as yet another study of a
marginalised minority and very disturbed
congregations, the author issues a salutary
warning.

It is time, he insists, since, for the most
part, these congregations do exist on the
margins of the mainstream evangelical cir­
cles.

Nevertheless, the central theme of Enroth
is "that spiritual abuse can take place in the
context of doctrinally sound, Bible preach­
ing, fundamental, conservative Christian­
ity."

What is disturbing, given our churches'
weakness for embracing all things Ameri­
can, is that at least three organisations
referred to in the book have links in Aus­
tralia: Bob Weiner's Maranatha Christian
Ministries, Christian Growth Ministries
and John Wimber's Vineyard Ministries.
And lest we become too complacent it's 
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News

church—in other words, infor­
mation control".

Beware, warns Enroth, of the
church which consistently de­
nies outside speakers access to
its pulpit, and where other
churches are regularly de­
nounced, belittled orridiculed.
Its leaders are usually loners. A
Salvation Army Officer, after
the Antwerp funeral, warned
of "lone rangers who did not
come with the blessing or au­
thority of a recognised denomi­
nation".

Authoritarian leaders do not
function well, or willingly, in
the context of systematic checks
and balances.

Such isolation and "one man
shows" (rarely are they led by
women) are accountable to no-
one.

Some of our leaders see the
local congregation as the be­
ginning and the end of the
church, and, over recent years,
the significance of the demo­
cratic processes embodied in
our conferences, in some states,
has been reduced. Any attempt
to reduce checks and balances
is fraught with dangers.

A third sign of future prob­
lems is the unhealthy preoccu­
pation with "discipline" and
expulsion of those who do not
believe.

Be careful of churches, says
Enroth, that continually warn
of judgment and doom if a
member leaves "the family",
"the covering" or breaks "the
covenant".

An overwhelming majority
of ex-members that he inter­
viewed found that "abusive
leaders are cold, almost cruel,
in theirtreatmentofpeople who
leave".

A signal of trouble, and that
a congregation is headed for
the margins of tire mainstream,
is when family relationships are
not only significantly disrupted
but when leaders actively en­
courage breaking ties with rela­
tives.

Enroth concludes that, "in
our homes, in our churches, and
in our programs of Christian
education, we must strive to
cultivate critical discerning
minds if we are to avoid the
tragedy of churches that
abuse".

EFSlDir WsaffiSG0
Fun and funds for Mt Clear church

On the weekend of 26-27 Feb­
ruary theMt Clear, Vic, church
held a Twilight Fair and White
Elephant Sale, that was an enor­
mous success.

It was a valuable event, that
attracted a large number of peo­
ple from our local community,
and was a worthwhile
fundraiser, raising $2,592 for
different organisations of the
church.

Highlights were a tug-of-war
challenge, involving 15 teams
from different churches in the
Ballarat area, and Members of
Parliament and local council­
lors being dunked over and
over again.

Overall, the weekend served
to show the local community
that the church is alive, and
welcomes any newcomers.

—Pam Sutcliffe

©[OOGDOITD©
The official opening of Mitchell
Go Karts was held on 11 March.
TheChiefMinisteroftheACT,
Ms Rosemary Follett, is pic­
tured opening the business
watched by Lindsay Roberts,
President of Belconnen Youth
Ministries Inc. The opening
gained great prominence in
Canberra with all three com­
mercial television channels run­
ning it as their lead story that
night and The Canberra Times
giving it prominence on Page 3
the next day. See the 6 March
issue of the "AC" for the full
story of the Belconnen church's
involvement in this venture.

(gamp geawOow ©®w@D©pm@irat§
Camp Seaview's enthusiastic
management committee is ac­
tively pursuing its objectives
for development. High on the
agenda for 1993 is a commit­
ment to fit out the accommoda­
tion facilities in the recently
constructed ground floor sec­
tion of the new main centre.
The current goal is to have these
new facilities operating by late
1993. Additional work in land­
scaping and the continuing
updating of the existing facili­
ties is also proposed. The in­
creasing use of Camp Seaview
by Tasmanian Churches of
Christ and other Christian
groups is encouraging.

The tourist emphasis in Tas­
mania also means the manag­
ers, Graeme and Marion
Spaulding, have many enquir­
ies forovemightand short-term
accommodation. A feature of
the summer season is the
number of backpackers who

seek accommodation. There are
opportunities for faith sharing
and discussions of the Scrip­
tures through copies being
available in various foreign lan­
guages.

Income estimates for 1992-
1993 are on target and should
mean the budget will be
achieved. Colin Orr continues
as project manager for the
building program.

• Committee members following a meeting with Vic-
Tas DMED director, Don Smith, in February.
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Astounding events in
Argentina
Over 50 were crammed into the
Vic-Tas Conference Centre at
theMinisters' Association fel­
lowship and sharing day, hear­
ing of something totally beyond
our experience—a national re­
vival.

Along with China, Peter
Wagner would say the nation
of Argentina is "the" flashpoint
for church growth in the world
today. Churches,until recently,
averaged less than 100, with
the lowest growth rate of all
Latin American nation. Now it
is common to see churches, for­
merly of 50 members, with
1,000, and several with more
than 5,000. Vision of the Future
Church ministers to 90,000 peo­
ple.

It is common to find back
yard churches with 300-400
members led by pastors in their
twenties. Hector Gimenez, a
layman, was able to plant a
Buenos Aires church of 20,000
in less than six months. Carlos
Annacondia, an evangelist,
leads an average of 1,000 peo­
ple a day to Christ and has led
over 1 million to Christ in less
than four years. In La Plata,
Alberto Scataglina used to
minister to 400 a month. When
revival broke loose, that
jumped to several thousand.
Norbeto Carlini, of Rosario,
moved his congregation out
onto a playing-field in antici­
pation. In three years the church
grew from 700 to almost 5000.

The church of Argentina has
grown more in the last four
years than in the previous 100!

Such events make nonsense
of the concept that growth
within the church is exclusively
a matter of program and struc­
ture. They remind us that the
explosive lifeof the early church
is not banished to past history,
but is still generated.

We are reminded that such
an event in the church is an
activity of God which is ready
to happen at any place, and at

! any time, of his, and our, choos-
I *nS- —Ron White
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Proclaiming Easter's true meaning
During Easter 1990,20,000 from
Sydney and six other cities and
towns participated in the Easter
'90 event, which culminated in
a march of 18,000 through the
streets of Sydney.

The following year, Can­
berra and Melbourne joined
in, along with 28 other cities
and towns. By 1992, every capi­
tal city, with the exception of
Adelaide, along with 105 other
cities and towns participated.
This year, with the news that
Adelaide is marching on Easter
Sunday along with the rest of
Australia, the number partici­
pating is expected to double.

The Reclaim Easter move­
ment had its birth in Canberra
in 1988.50,000 Christians gath­
ered in the largest ecumenical
prayer gathering in Australia
to pray for the new Parliament
House. The difficulties facing
Australia became obvious as
we left the 80s, and the ques­
tion arose, could we not con­
tinue this fellowship, taking a
productive united message of
hope to the nation, particularly
at Easter.

If we could reclaim Easter as
an Australian Christian family
celebration and demonstrate
that Easter is about the death of
selfishness and the coming alive
of care, maybe the Christian
church together could play an
important role in helping the
nation rediscover its spiritual
roots.

The aim of theReclaimEaster
program is to change the way

, ordinary Australians see Easter,
I to convey the central story of
i Easter in a way that is cultur­

ally relevant and done in the
contextof the Christian church,
coming into the streets and
marketplaces in visible unity
and celebration.

It is expected in Victoria there
wall be about 50 regional com­
munity celebrations, in NSW a
similar number, with other cel­
ebrations right across Australia.

One new element this year is
that Easter '93 and Easter '94
will be preparation for an in­
ternational March for Jesus on
25 June, 1994 when we march
together in every capital city
around the world.

There is a video available,
and kits that will give churches
all they need to be able to do
something for Easter' 93 in your
area. For these, or information,
contact your Easer '93 office:
National and NSW, 688
Parramatta Rd, Croydon, 2132,
Ph. (02) 716 8247; South Aus­
tralia, PO Box 320, Christies
Beach 5165, Ph. (08) 382 8536;
ACT, POBox 841, Woden 2606,
Ph. (06) 2901424; Western Aus­
tralia, PO Box 24 Victoria Park
6100, Ph. (09) 221 3488; Victo­
ria, 15 Cromwell Rd, South
Yarra 3141, Ph. (03) 827 1086;
Tasmania, PO Box 81, North
Hobart 7002, Ph. (002) 34 9127;
Queensland, First Floor, 83
Castlemaine St, Milton4064, Ph.
(07) 368 3622 and Northern
Territory, PO Box 315 Sander­
son 0812, Ph. (089) 27 7230.

DIAL FOR
NEW HOPE
(03) 11610

New
ffllKh aft
©MrOmfegih)
Outreach in area with
few churches
A new Church of Christ is to
commence worship services in
Ourimbah, NSW, on 7 March.
The new church, to be known
as the Ourimbah Community
Fellowship, will meet in the
Ourimbah Guide Hall in
Ourimbah Creek Road,
Ourimbah at 9.30 Sunday
mornings.

Between 15 and 20 from the
Wyoming church will form the
core group. They have been
meeting as a weekly home
group on Thursday evenings
since 11 February. The group is
enthusiastic about starting a
new work in an area where
there are very few other Chris­
tian churches.

The minister and his wife will
be Leigh and Linda Orton.
Leigh graduated last year from
Carlingford Theological Col­
lege, NSW.

Have you thought of helping

“The Australian Christian”
in its ministry among
Churches of Christ?

Why not include us in your will?
The following wording could be used

in your will:
I give and bequeath $...... (or a
percentage of the total estate) to
“The Australian Christian”, the na­
tional journal of Churches of Christ
in Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and tes­
tamentary expenses.

Les Lawlor says...
)vSolndn?eXHeVery Lawl°r Pest Contro1 j°b personally—all
guaranteed! Weeric al?.y'J'here- Everything unconditionally
ants-Sta S,ds~blrds °n roofs—Argentine and all other
a!£ oe^that Pests-'awn pests, in fact,
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636
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Theological education in NSW

• Incoming students at Orientation week

The "Integrated Training
Model", begun at the Churches
of Christ in New South Theo­
logical College with an Orien­
tation Week in mid February,
had a very good start with 44
incoming students. Of these,
37 will be training in a "full-
time" capacity (Austudy defi­
nition). The Wollongong Min­
istry Centre has proved to be
very popular with 23 incoming
students (16 full-time). Twelve
have done previous studies
with the Institute for Contem­
porary Church Leadership (es­
tablished by and located at the
Wollongong church). The
Carlingford/Telopea Ministry
Centre will have 21 incoming
students (all full-time).

Approximately 80% of the
students are from New South
Wales. Of the 44 there are 36
who are undertaking the com­
bined Bachelor of Theology/
Diploma of Ministry Course,
seven a Diploma of Ministry
Course, and one the One Year
Retirees Course.

Each trainee will be super­
vised throughout his/her
course in areas of Spiritual For­
mation, Integration of Theory
and Practice, and Practical Min­
istry. Approximately50% of the
training will be undertaken in
the context of the "field" (a min­
istry location).

We are encouraged and ex­
cited by the response to the
new model of training.

M© ttereimg Bort
Christian message at Quarter Horse Show
Recently a long term vision and
dream was realised for a small
group of Christian cowboys.
Cowboys for Christ Australia,
a Christian organisation with
the desire to reach the equine
industry, was invited this year,
for the first time, to conduct
two church services this easter
at the All Australia Quarter
Horse Congress being held at
the Royal Melbourne Show
Grounds.

Kevin Oswin and Stephen
Sharman have had an interest
in the Quarter Horse industry
while they both served in their
ministry in Christian camping
at Log Cabin Lodge, Creswick,
Vic. Both have focussed on how
God could use horses and their
impact on people to reach them
with the gospel. This form of
outreach saw many young peo­
ple come to know the Lord.

In 1992 they flew to the US to
join with Cowboys for Christ at
the All American Quarter
Horse Congress in Colombus,
Ohio. On returning to Australia
Kelvin was contacted by Jack
Cooper, President of the Victo­
rian Quarter Horse Association,
inviting them to take part in the
Australian Congress. A vision
was realised. Two church serv­
ices have been planned with

• Cowboys Kevin Oswin
and Stephen Sharman

help from Christians already
working in the industry such
as Paul and Joanne Devenport
of Devenport Training Stables.
As members of Cowboys for
Christ Australia they have been
using their business to reach
out to the horse industry for
many years.

Ted Pressley, founder/
president of Cowboys for
Christ in the US is coming to be
the speaker and popular coun­
try band "True North" have
been booked for the day.

"Song Unending"
The cantata "Song Unending"
was performed by the
Ulverstone, Tas, church prior
to Christmas.

The choir of 18 travelled to
Caveside on the evening of 6
December to present the can­
tata as a full dress rehearsal.

It was great at the morning
service on 18 December when
76 including children attended.
This was the highest attend­
ance of regulars since Tom and
Ruth Edge have been in
Ulverstone.

From a poor attendance at
initial rehearsals the choir, un­
der director Ruth Edge, gained
confidence as rehearsals im­

proved. This is the second can­
tata that Ruth has conducted.

—Dawn Newman

WANTED
stories about

JAMES STRACK

to be used as we celebrate his
80th birthday

Contact Peter on
(03) 370 7248

If you can help.
Keep Easter Saturday

(10th April)
free for the celebrations

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 22 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 2721600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515
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Bible Boom
scriptures Now Translated Into 2,009 Languages

Since late 1992, when the Fo-
, rum of Bible Agencies released

the news that 2,000 languages
have a book of the Bible, a fur­
ther nine languages have been
added to the total.

According to the United Bi­
ble Societies (UBS), 31 lan­
guages received at least one or
more books of the Bible for the
very first time in 1992, seven
with complete Bibles, 19 ■with
just the New Testament and
five which are the first recorded

I Scripture publications in their
| language. Estimates as to the
1 number of languages in the
■ world range between 5,000-
1 6,500.

First Bibles
Of the seven languages

which received complete Bibles
; for the first time, three were

published by the Bible Society
of India in Naga: Konyak, Sora
and Zomi, which is also spo-

I ken in Myanmar (formerly
I Burma). Two were published
i bythelnstituteforBibleTrans-

lation (IBT) in Stockholm, Swe-
; den, in languages spoken in

the former Soviet Union: Mod-
1 em Georgian and Tajik. The
( Bible Societies in Malaysia
. and Kenya published the other 

two: Iban, spoken in the
Sarawak region of Malaysia,
and Maasai, spoken in Kenya
and Tanzania.

“Living” Languages
The Bible also appeared in

completely new translations in
Danish, Finnish, and Gaelic,
languages which have had the
Bible for years. This illustrates
the continuing need to put the
Bible into the "living" lan­
guages understood by people
today.

Of the 31 "new" languages,
five received complete New
Testaments for the first time:
Nso in Cameroon, Nobanob in
Papua New Guinea, Obolo in
Nigeria, Quichua: Pastaza in
Ecuador, and Yamba in
Cameroon.

The remaining 26 languages
received "Portions", one or
more complete books of the
Bible.

Fourteen New Testaments
appeared in languages that
were without one previously.

“Joyful News”
The Scriptures listed in the

report are published by many
different agencies, and often the
end result is a joint effort by 

organisations cooperating to
give people the best quality
Scriptures. The Magar New
Testament, for example, titled
"Joyful News", was translated
by SIL, published jointly by the
Bible Society in Nepal and the
IBS in 1991 and dedicated in
the offices of the Bible Society
of Nepal in January 1992.

The UBS is involved in 609
language projects, of which 410
are languages in which at least
one part of the Bible is being
translated for the first time.

Dynamic History
In the statistical summary

below, all languages and dia­
lects are included in which
Scripture publication has taken
place at any time since the mid-
15th century when Johann
Gutenberg printed the first 

book from movable type in n,o
Western world . he

Some of these are ancient lan­
guages which have not been
spoken for centuries. A listed
language does not necessarily
mean those Scriptures are cur­
rently available in that lan­
guage, but all languages are
included because each is a part
of the dynamic process by
which the Bible has been trans­
mitted through the centuries to
people of varying cultures and
diverse linguistic traditions.

A Statistical Summary of
Languages with Scriptures

A summary, by geographi­
cal area and type of publica­
tion, of the number of different
languages and dialects in which
publication of at least one book
of the Bible had been regis­
tered as of 31 December, 1992.

Continent or Region Portions Testaments Bibles Total
Africa 231 223 122 576
Asia 227 167 104 498
Australia/NZ/Pacific
Is

160 139 26 325

Europe 105 24 60 189

North America 43 20 7 70

Caribbean/Central &
Sth America/Mexico

142 197 9 348

Constructed
Languages

2 0 1 3

TOTAL____________ 910 770 329 2009

"The Lemon
Medical work in India

'■ "Just ask for the "Lemon Hos­
pital", we were told, "every­
one knows it". And so we were

1 looking for a yellow-washed
building, or perhaps one set in
a grove of lemon trees—but we
found neither! Instead, we

| found flat-topped, various-col­
oured hospital buildings, set
around a courtyard and a grove
of mango and lychee trees.

Dr Lehman and his wife
(pronounced "Lemon" by the
locals) had established their 115
bed hospital in Herbertpur in
UP, India, (about 250 km north
of Delhi) on a large compound
in 1936, using their personal
fortune. After working there
for 38 years they have retired to

Hospital"
England. But the work of the I
hospital continues under the
jurisdiction of the Emmanuel
Hospital Association, and un­
der the very able superintend­
ency of opthamologist, Dr
Thyle. There are seven doctors
on the staff, including five spe­
cialists, and all are Indian na-

j tionals.
A new building under con-

1 struction is for staff quarters
and COCOA (Churches of
Christ Overseas Aid) is shar­
ing the cost. This is where
Dorothy Holstein has her
home and office, and it is from
here that she travels for six
months of each year to visit her

j rural health workers who are 

scattered inl7 projectlocations
in four states. It is easy to say,
but rather more difficult and
hazardous to do, on the
crowded public transport sys­
tem. It was here, too, that we
met up with our daughter, who
had been spending her annual
holidays lending a hand in the
X-Ray Department.

Dorothy first went to work
at the Daund Hospital in the
early 1960s and she has made a
tremendous contribution to
rural health programs since. At
present she is athome in Taree,
NSW, for much needed recu­
peration and will be undertak­
ing some deputation later.

—Edda Thomas
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FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Lodge Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Walting List Now OperLJ
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Mow Faculty
^[Q[0©8[n)'£m©lil'£
Alan Niven to lecture in pastoral studies
The CCTC College Board is
delighted to appoint Alan
Niven as a full-time member of
faculty in the area of Pastoral
Care, from the beginning of
January 1994. Alan is well
known having served as the
first minister of the Werribee,
Vic, church for 10 years. This
followed student ministries
with Richmond, Brunswick,
Ivanhoe and the DMED. In
1990 Alan was called to
Mulgrave to plant the new
church and, at the same time,
to undertake a half-time ap­
pointment to the faculty, teach­
ing in the area of practical min­
istry.
In addition to his wide practi­
cal experience, Alan has an abil­

ity to "earth" his teaching, and
his warm and open personality
enables church members and
students alike to have the free­
dom to respond and grow. In
his teaching he is committed to
the development of the student
as a whole person.

Alan has a BA (Hons), from
Leeds (UK), a Dip Ed, a BD and
a Diploma in Ministry from
COB. He is currently working
on a Master of Social Sciences
in Family Studies. Following
his graduation from COB in
1979 Alan accepted an invita­
tion to serve as a part-time
member of faculty in the prac­
tice of ministry, and this has
continued alongside his pasto­
ral ministry for 13 years. Minis­

[LaimeMni @ut at
LameMra® iFUace
Change of location and ministry
After 18 months since incep­
tion in 1991, the new Upper
Yarra, Vic, congregation is
moving from Woori Yallock to
the Launching Place commu­
nity. The church is an outreach
project of the Montrose con­
gregation. The new move to
the Launching Place Primary
School should enhance
outreach opportunities in a
community where there are no
other churches.
Kim Thoday will be inducted
as the part-time minister on 7
March. Kim is well known for
his ministry with the Kensing­
ton Christian Network which
he completed in January this
year. He plans to commence
full-time study for a Master of
Theology degree with the Mel­
bourne College of Divinity in
the area of New Testament
Studies. Kim will work two
days a week with the Upper
Yarra church and bring his ex­
perience of church planting
from Kensington and Lynch's
Bridge to the Upper Yarra
project.

His work with the Kensing­
ton Christian Network was
most appreciated both at a lo­
cal level and by the Vic-Tas
Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Development
which sponsored the project.

The involvement with the
Upper Yarra church is a further
link with the joint Department
and Properties Corporation
CROP initiative.

try with a local church commu­
nity will always be for him a
joy and privilege. Alan pro­
vides an excellent model of
pastoral care that will inevita­
bly give authenticity and cred­
ibility to his lecturing. Alan is
married to Chris and they have
three children, Andrew, Nick,
and Claire. Chris has always
been actively involved in min­
istry with Alan both as an elder
and teacher in her own right.
She works three days a week in
College administration, in a
voluntary capacity, and is con-

• Alan Niven

tinuing her fruitful ministry of
faith discovery groups for those
who are completely outside the
normal church.

CHURCHES OF CHRIST
IN NEW SOUTH WALES

108th Conference
April 28-May 1,1993

Dennis Nutt
Conference President

• At CYTA CENTRE—2 Clyde Street. Sllverwater
(Plenty o( Parking)

WEDNESDAY April 28*
7.00pm President’s Reception

(all invited—RSVP by April 23,
to telephone (02) 630 7533)
(Cost $20.00)

THURSDAY
10.00 am

April 29
CWF Conference—Auburn

FRIDAY
9.30 am
7.45 pm

April 30
Ministers/Spouses Session—Telopea
Mission Rally—Telopea

SATURDAY

9.00 am
12.30 pm
2.00 pm
5.00 pm

May 1*
($10 Cover Charge for Lunch,
Moming/Aftemoon Tea.
Please order lunch on arrival)
Business and Inspirational Session (1)
Lunch
Business and Inspirational Session (2)
Close

MONDAY May 3-6
Ministers/Spouses Refresher

—Stanwell Tops
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Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to
200 words

A woman's Place in
Timothy

To the Editor,
Roger Tomes writes: "Al­

though the author uses rather
suspect theological arguments
why women should not teach,
we may suppose that the posi- i

j don of the church in society
had something to do with it."

I ("AC" 20 February).
Having been bom, reared

i and educated amongst village
■ folk in India until I was 18, and

now living amongst Southern
Europeans, Middle East, In­
dian, Muslim, Hindu and Bud­
dhist people in Fairfield, NSW,
I believe I can appreciate the
social position women have

i had in these countries for thou­
sands of years. There is no
doubt that all men in Roman
Empire days and many 2,000
years since, keep their women
in "purdah" i.e. behind curtain,
completely covering the head
and body expressing subservi­
ence to men. In India, the Mid­
dle East and Africa this is still

I practised.NowonderTimothy,
Titus and Paul said women

j should keep quiet in church
and not teach. The wonder is

I that they needed to say it. Per­
haps they were interrupting the

’ services by whispering to one
another? This is not a new sup­
position but just needs to be
said again. I'm amazed that a
male lecturer should give this
teaching in his lectures. It may
surprise you to know women
still cover their heads to go into
temples, mosques and syna­
gogues (1 Cor. 11) as in Paul's
day. —Margaret Goninon

(Fairfield, NSW)

Today’s Hypocrisy and
Ungodliness

To the Editor,
Henry Harding's letter

("AC" 6 February) goes right
to the heart of the debate. Paul's
words have left women in a
strangedilemma,saved butnot
reinstated. The stigma of being
the first to disobey God has 1

I not, apparently, been fully re-
■ movedbythesacrificeofChrist.
I Hisbloodwasnotsufficientfor ;

such a deep stain. She must

8 (84)

earn her salvation through
good works and child-bearing.

How many Christians really
believe this today? How many
priests and prelates uphold
Paul in this? And yet many

, churchmen and women will-
i use Paul's words to keep

women from speaking and
j holding office in our churches.

Can anybody tell us where
the law is found (in the Scrip­
tures that we have today) for­
bidding a woman to speak in a
church meeting? What law was
Paul referring to in 1 Cor. 14:34?
And wasn't Paul speaking
about general orderly behav­
iour in church meetings, rather
than making an all time rule for
women?

As for 1 Tim. 2:11-15 Paul is
alone! Noother writer corrobo­
rates him in this; Paul does not
claim God's endorsement, but
says, "I do not allow them
(women) to teach or have au­
thority."

Paul was a Jew as well as a
Christian. We are not slaves to
Jewish traditions. I commend
Bruce McIntosh and Roger

. Tomes ("AC" 20 February) for
more accurate expositions of
Paul's problems in forming the
New Testament church, also
David Allison's letter (in the
same issue). —Gladys Butler

(Bruce Rock, WA)

Reader’s Digest and
the wcc

To the Editor,
Despite the letter from the

National Secretary, about Rend­
er's Digest and the World Coun­
cil of Churches, ("AC" 20 Feb­
ruary) it seems from the infor­
mation in the Digest that the
WCC has become involved
with the work of organisations
which are beyond what could
be expected of the Council. The
Reader's Digest is a reputable
and well resourced magazine
and, if every point could be
seen in the light of a favourable
Christian perspective, then in­
formation should be published
to justify the Christian churches
participation in some of the
very doubtful activities which
have now come to light. Has
the truth come out at last?

K.W. Ludgater
(Ann St, Brisbane, Qld)

British Churches
To the Editor,

The sad story of the decline
of the British churches and the
eventual dissolution of their
Conference is recorded in the
book Let Sects and Parties Fall
(Berean, 1980) written by David
Ward, the last president of the
former Conference.

It is not true, as Bruce Burn
("AC" 20 February) claims, that
churches which rejected amal­
gamation with Congregation-
alists and Presbyterians in the
United Reformed Church were
"independent" and "uncoop­
erative". Ward offers several
reasons why 27 of the churches
rejected amalgamation propos­
als. These included fear of be­
ing swallowed up in the larger
entity and the compromise of
traditional Church of Christ
principles. After the British
Conference was dissolved in
1980 to allow individual
churches to affiliate with the
URC a number of churches re­
constituted themselves as the
Fellowship of Churches of
Christ in Great Britain and Ire­

land. Arguably it might hnvo
been preferable forlhese to

have gone into the union and
nobody has suggested through
these pages that they consti­
tute the "true" churches of our
movement. It should be noted
however, that the Campbells
never taught uni ty at any price
otherwise they would not have
broken first with the Presbyte­
rians and later with the Bap­
tists. Baptism was an issue for
the Campbells as it was for
some of the British churches.

The fact remains that some
20 churches continue to this d ay
as cooperative Churches of
Christ. Some assistance is re­
ceived from independent
Christian churches in the USA
and this is generally welcome.
But it would be unfortunate if
we were to allow these churches
to become isolated from the
cooperative wing of our com­
munion in Australia, with
which they have strong cul­
tural, historical and doctrinal
affinities. When we have such
a wealth of talent in our
churches, it is sad to report that

Letters from Tertius

The Australian Christian

Envy
To the Editor,

I don't remember feeling envy very much... that was until my
mate in the office jumped over the top of me for promotion.

I can see now that he had better qualifications for the sort of
work involved and that the management probably had more
confidence in his ability to manage a very exacting job. Also he
has abig family and our management is not indifferent to that sor
of thing.

But at the time it knocked my self esteem. I was bitter an
resentful. I was so sorry for myself that my moods must have
driven the family to distraction. And I bored to tears anyone w o
would listen to my tale of woe. I have always liked my job and te
security it brings, but envy of my mate made me dissatisfied wi
it and I thought ofchanging it, which would have been a disas er.

That was a year ago and I don't ever want to feel the pain o
envy again. It nearly destroyed me as a person. I had alway
thought that envy was some sort of sin in the catalogue of sins,
didn't realise that it is lethal to the sinner.

Incidentally I notice that my mate is now arriving at the o 1
well before starting time, and leaving much later than the res
us and the worry lines on his face seem a lot deeper. So I'm rea y
glad that I didn't get the promotion. Or are these observation
mine a sign that some envy is still lurking down inside
somewhere?

Do you ever envy editors of religious journals who have
circulation and financial problems? If so, I hope that it
hurt too much! -Tertiu^
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letter’s to the Editor

the church at Mildenhall in
Suffolk recently closed because
unable to obtain ministerial
assistance.

Incidentally, the point about
the Kirkby church is that it rep-
resents a stream within
Churches of Christ which pre­
dates Campbell-Stone move­
ment in the USA by at least 100
years. —H.E. Hayward

(Berowra, NSW)

Travel to Israel
To the Editor,

Readers considering joining
Inner Faith Travel's (ITT) Easter
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
(regularly advertised) should
be aware of some unfortunate
aspects of the tour. 1FT was set
up with the responsibility "to
move the body of Christ
throughout the world." Leav­
ing aside the theological impli­
cations of such reasoning IFT
does appear to have another
agenda which is not so clear.

First, it denies the reality of
the Holy Land. It constantly
refers to the Holy Land but
makes no mention of the Occu­
pied Territories. Yet it is in the
Occupied Territories where
many Christians live out their
faith.

Second, despite having time
to visit a kibbutz, the Velvet
Castle and the waterfalls of
Pammukale, eat "an Israeli
breakfast", no time apparently
can be found to visit "the living
stones" of the Holy Land.

The Christian church is alive
and sufferingin both Israel and
the Occupied Territories. It is a
church living under occupa­
tion, traumatised and brutal­
ised. Yet no time can be found
to pray and worship with them.

Finally, why ensure a visit to
the Holocaust Museum, (as
they rightly should), to be
shocked at the capabilities of
evil men, of 50 years ago, yet
have made no attempt to en­
able Palestinian Christians tell
their current stories of horror
and hope. Could it be that the
Israeli Government authorities,
which will provide all the
buses, all the accommodation,
and all the tour guides have
prevented such contact. What
other explanation can therebe?
It can not be because of igno­

rance, for IFT claims "to have
more expertise in Christian
tours to the Holy Land than
anyone else in Australia". It
cannot be because it is "dan­
gerous", the Uniting Church's
tour group has just returned
from visiting all parts of the
Holy Land. If you're thinking
of going, why not as a part of
your package, request a meet­
ing with Christians in Naza­
reth and Ramallah, take a taxi
to Gaza and see the refugee
camps, and spend an hour or
two at St George's Cathedral.
With a little planning not only
will you experience "thestones
of history", but you will meet
and worship and strengthen the
witness of the church in Israel
and the Occupied Territories.

—Alan Matheson
(Hawthorn, Vic)

Crime and Punishment
To The Editor,

I am gra teful to Ken S tothard
for drawing attention to my
comment, "To Fit the Crime,"
("AC" 6 February) because it
was my intention to invite
thought and discussion. I wish
to make three comments in re­
ply to his letter ("AC" 6 March):

1 Ken's understanding of
the meaning of "retribution" is
different from mine. He may
be right. One dictionary mean-
ingofthe word is "retaliation".
I understand "retribution" as
more an emotional reaction
than a deliberate moral action.

2 I am not sure that I said
that "capital punishment is the
only (adequate) moral re­
sponse" as quoted by Ken. I
said it may be. I did not intend
to assert anything, but to raise
a question for reconsideration
and discussion.

3 To compare my suggestion
to Russia, Germany, Argentina,
and Uganda, seems also out of
context. I have no objection to
reporting the evidence, the ar­
gument, or the sentence; but
then the matter is closed, ex­
cept, perhaps, for a notice in a
legal column that the sentence
has been carried out. This is
different from turning these
tragic events into sensational
reading for the purpose of mak­
ing money. —Allan Clark

(Croydon, Vic)

 Reality is a terrible thing. Yetour field workers have 
 to face it every day. They watch helplessly as children g

g die from hunger and disease. In fact, 40,000 children like g
g Bosha will have died before the sun sets today. r
g CHARLEScomesfromasingleparent,
 family of five living inNairobi, Kenya.
His mother goes down daily to the

[] markets selling the charcoal she has
n gathered from around the area. This
P activity does not earn her enough to
U feed or clothe her five children and they
[] are constantly in desperate need of
g medical attention they cannot afford.

[] Young ESTHER lives in Nairobi,
■ Kenya withhermotherandfivebrothers

and sisters. The father abandoned the
0 family because of the disgrace he felt in
g being unable to support them. This has
pi left Esther's mother struggling to

supportherfamilyandEsthertriesvery
 hard to help by fetching water and

g cleaning as often as she can.

| You can save these children from a fate like Bosha’s. 0
■ For just $25/month you will provide a child with g
m nutritious meals, health care, and an education. <->
■ Founded in 1938, Christian Children's F is one of the world's “

 largest child care organisations caring for more than 650,000 0
 children in developing countries, regardless of race, sex or pt
religious beliefs. CCFguarantees at least 80c in every dollar “

I directly benefits your child & their community.g vy c=i c=3 c=> o Sponsorship is tax deductible. <=> ■=> g
™ JlCS I want to sponsor a child like Esther or Charles. Enclosed is™
U my (please circle) cheque / money order for my first sponsorship gift U

 of $25 or please debit my Bankcard I Mastercard / Visa. I'd like to ■
sponsor a boy/girl living in Africa / Asia / Latin America. -J

°i i i i ii i i i i i i i r i n«
U LI
U Signed ---------------------------------Expiry Date---------- /---------|

U First Name ---------------------------------------------------- fl

I Surname V
0 Address_____________________________________________ ft

-------------------------------------p/c---------------------------A

 ph <________)-----------------------------------------------
I Christian Children’s Fund 'Jk
■ 159 Kent Street SYDNEY 2000 C (T vf) _'n
j FREEPHONE. 008 023 600 acm/wr z!

L_l □ O □□ O □■□□□□□□ O □ O C—l
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Media Review

Papers
Forgiving Sin and
Punishing Crime
byKeithMasonQC.(Zadok
Paper Series 1, Paper S58)
$5.

Using the recent case of ■
an undetected murderer
who, 10 years after com­
mitting his crime, was con­
verted to Christianity, re­
pented, and confessed all
to the authorities, Keith
Mason, who is Solicitor
General for NSW, raises
many of tire issues relating
to punishment and the for- i
giveness of sin.

The whole question as to
what society expects of its

criminal punishment system is under discussion at the moment
(including some recent articles and letters in The Australian
Christian). This paper is an excellent introduction to many of the
issues and should be read by anyone with an interest in this area
of concern.

Using a biblical framework, Keith Mason explores the concepts
of law, sin, punishment, restoration, deterrence, retribution, for­
giveness and mercy.

Available for $5 from Zadok Institute, Locked Bag 23, Kew PO
3101.

—CRA

Books
Destination Dark
Ages
by James Dunn (Kings-
way Publications)
$5.95.

The main character is
a boy named Gaz (his
full name is George
Albert Scully). He was
given a piece of paper
with a puzzling mix­
ture of numbers and
letters on it by the Rev­
erend Henry Phipps,
the minister of his
church. He went home
and into his Think
Tank, the attic, where
he put the numbers and
letters into a computer.
The last numbers, were
112. He pressed return
and found himself in
the year AD 112. He,
with a number of other
Christians, including a 

girl named Cleo, is arrested. He and Cleo are nearly killed by
lions, but they find the door to the Think Tank and escape to
another time. Each time he types a different number into his

computer he goes to another time. There are three different times
that Gaz travels to. They are dangerous and exciting. I am looking
forward to the next book. This one was very exciting and scary at
times.

—Talitha Pearce
(Distributed by Christian Marketing Australia)

Doing What comes Supernaturaily
by Peter H. Lawrence (Kingsway Publications) $12.95.

Peter H. Lawrence is Vicar of Christ Church, a small inner-city
Anglican church in Burney Lane, Birmingham. In Doing What
Comes Supernaturally, he has written what he calls "a sharing
book". "It is not," he says, "about the best way to do it—it may not
be a good way to do it—it is about the way we did it."

The "it" he refers to is ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Lawrence has directed his book at those people who don't think
that it is something they can do. He says that he has primarily
tried to answer the question, "Where do we start?"

Of course there are always those who will feel that it would not
work in their situation. "With these people in mind," he says, "I
have included a number of accounts of what happened when we
took our teaching to other places." Some of those accounts are
quite startling.

It all began in 1986 when Lawrence attended a Wimber confer­
ence. This conference was different from others he had attended.
He returned home with some methods of approaching ministry,
believing for the first time in his life that God could use him in this
way too.

In the six years since then, he says, "Nothing has happened to
change my mind. We have begun to minister in the power of the
Holy Spirit at Christ Church and I feel sure, as we have managed
to start, anyone can. Just as it was passed on to me, so my aim is
to pass it on to others."

His book does this very effectively, in my view. It is a very
practical honest book. Failures are dealt with as honestly as
successes. And with the honesty, there is a natural humour which
gives his writing just that extra bit of zest. Through it all shines the
love of God who wants to minister to and nurture his children.

Christians are very good at posing questions to which no-one
seems to have answers. This is a book of answers to the ministry
questions that are really important, and will be a very valuable
tool in the hands of anyone who is honestly, as John Wimber puts
it, wanting to "do the stuff'.

—Alan Williams
(Distributed by Christian Marketing Australia)
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People

@©0[n@ ^©mdd©] m (gomes?
First circuit ministry

- Maurice Honeychurch (Mt Barker), Peter Wilson
(Milang), Grant Simpson, Ron Roberts (State Minister),
Julie Simpson, Cyril Edwards (Strathalbyn), Graham
Yelland (Pt Sturt) and Don McMurtrie (Strathalbyn)
with Bronwyn and Shannon Simpson in front

Warm feelings prevailed on the
historic occasion of the induc­
tion of Julie and Grant Simp­
son to the newly-formed
Southern Churches of Christ
Circuit. This took place on 31
January in the 120 year-old
Strathalbyn, SA, chapel, where
the temperature hovered
around the old century mark.

All four churches were well
represented—Mt Barker, the
"baby" of the four, not yet 10
years old, but planted in one of
the quickest-growing country
towns in the state—Strathal­
byn, rich in history and service
to the community—Milang,
more isolated, but diligent in
its outreach to the mainly farm­
ing community, and Point
Sturt, "grandmother" of them
all, two years older than the
135 year-old Milang church,
and set in motion by church­
founder Thomas Magarey
himself not long after Charles
Sturt explored the area.

Notably, most of the congre­
gation were farming folk, and
the richness and simplicity of
the lives of those who live
closely to God's creation is a
tangible thing. When these peo­
ple speak of sheep and har­
vests, sowing and reaping,
birds of the air and soils and
seasons, we are able to catch
something of the quieter
rhythm of their lives, and the
quality of their faith, which has
endured much hardship, and 

endures it still.
Songs, old. and new, were

part of the service, .with Peter
Wilson, of Milang, leading a
session of choruses. Roger
Burtt, of Strathalbyn, presided
over communion, challenging
all to support and encourage
Julie and Grant in their shared
ministry.

Grant and Julie were in­
ducted by Ron Roberts, State
Minister, and stood with their
children, Bronwyn and Shan­
non, to make their commitment
to the churches.

Marj Dredge, Conference
President, was present, as were
representatives of the active
denominations in the area.

Julie preached, speaking
with joy and assurance of the
high hopes she and Grant hold
in this exciting new adventure.

Grant and Julie will rotate
their ministries between the
four churches, (PointSturtonly
being used occasionally) with
guest speakers continuing to
be used on some occasions.

Grant and Julie come to the
Southern Churches of Christ
Circuitafterseven years of min­
istry at Naracoorte, SA. Grant,
a former farmer and shearer, is
happy to be maintaining his
rural connections. For the past
two and a half years Julie has
been a social worker with the
South East Aged Care Assess­
ment Team and she was or­
dained in November 1992.

^©01 Uflewitfc
/l word of thanks

Ron Hewitt wishes to thank
the hundreds of concerned
Christians around Australia
who have visited, written, rung
or just prayed for him in recent
weeks.

Following a period of hospi­
talisation and tests, he has been
advised (12 March) that he has
a tumour in the pancreas and
secondary cancers in the liver.
He is currently undergoing
therapy to ensure that his blood
sugar levels are raised and that

the pancreas begins operating
more normally.

His doctors have advised
that, if his condition can be sta­
bilised successfully, he should
be able to have a good future
ministry; however, it would
need to be one with less stress
than his current appointment
with the NSW Conference.

Ron wishes to thank readers
for their prayers and to let folk
know he appreciates their con­
cern. He says he is unable,
physically, to reply to all the
cards, letters and calls, but ap­
preciates very much the love
shown to him and Shirley.

@©0d] MaolaDDogfi gr£ @0®Di)

Skilled Member
AmemberofthechurchatGlen
Waverley, Vic, has the honour
of being a Gold Medallist in
the National Workskill Com­
petition. MattHollard initially
won the Victorian competition
in the field of detailed joinery
and, recently, won the gold
medal in the national titles.
Later this year he will be travel­

ling to Taiwan to represent Aus­
tralia against other national
contestants from around the
world.

Matt is an employee of
Slattery and Acquroff in Mel­
bourne. He is the son of Roger
and Helen Hollard and the
grandson of the late Eric and
Mrs Fem Hollard.

"FROM JERUSALEM
TO TIHIE ENDS OF THE EARTH"

is the theme chosen by
Dr Isabelo Magalit

President, Asian Theological Seminary,
Manila, the Philippines

when he speaks at the
22nd Annual Missionary Convention

of the
Swanston Street Church of Christ,

Melbourne
over the weekend of

26-28 March

Friday 26 March— in the church at 7.30 pm.
Saturday 27 and Sunday 28 March—in the Pharmacy

College, 381 Royal Parade, Parkville.
Saturday at 7.30 pm.

Sunday at 10.00 am and 7.00 pm.

You are most welcome to join with us.
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Happenings

Bern Watson, secretary and
treasurer of the Enmore,
NSW, church was recently
honoured bytheMarrickville
Municipality. The award
reads: -The Municipality of
Marnckville on behalf of its
citizens are proud to ac­
knowledge Bemie Watson,
resident of Marnckville Mu­
nicipality, has established
through personal commit­
ment to community life,
goodwill and fellowship,
standards which serve as
an example to all. Marrick-
vilie community honouryou
and thank you on behalf of
all those who know you as a
quiet achiever.”

Thefirst woman Anglican
priest to be ordained in
1993 in Australia was or­
dained on 2 February in
Perth. Cassandra Nixon
is the 93rd Anglican
woman priest in Australia.

Former Panamanian leader
General Manuel Noriega has
been baptised in Miami’s Fed­
eral Courthouse,
according toChris-

key, PO Box 10154, Ad­
elaide St, Brisbane 4000
or phone (07) 261 4037.

Kel Richards, well-known
radio personality and Chris­
tian author, has linked up
with Impact Evangelism and
will play a vital role in the
activities of the Sydney­
based outreach agency. Kel
is the author of two best­
sellingdetective novels that
tell the New Testament
story. He can be contacted
for speaking engagements
and related outreach activi­
ties by calling Impact Evan­
gelism on (02) 982 4092.

Rev Richard L. Hamm,
was selected, on 1 Febru­
ary, by the Administrative
Committee as its choice
as nominee for general
Minister and President of
the 1 million-member
Christian Church (Disci­
ples of Christ) in the
United States and
Canada. He is currently |
regional minister of the '

Pontius' Puddle

Christian Church (Disci­
ples of Christ) in Tennes­
see. His nomination must
be confirmed by a two-
thirds vote of the General
Board which meets 17-
20 April. He then stands
for election during the
Disciples General Assem­
bly (15-20 July) and must
receive a two-thirds ma­
jority of assembly votes.

Statistics released by the
Lutheran World Federation
put the total of Lutherans in
the world in 1992 at 58.3
million. Worldwide, 16
churches have more than 1
million members. Largest
is the Church of Sweden
with 7.6 million members.
Germany is thecountry with
the largest number of
Lutherans, its 15 Lutheran
churches have a combined
membershipof 14.8 million.

Juan Davila, a Scripture
Union workerat their cen­
tre for street kids in
Iquitos, Peru, and a one­

time street kid himself,
has been drowned in a
tropical rainstorm. He had
travelled home by bus
with Chico, a converted
ex-prostitute who is one
of the 120 boys being
cared for at the centre.
Chico begged Juan not
to get off the bus because
the street where Juan
lived had become a lake.
But Juan wanted to see
his family, and on his way
home fell into an open
manhole.

Kim Young Sam, President-
Elect of South Korea, is the
first active Christian to hold
the office, as well as being
the first civilian President in
three decades. He is a ' Bi­
ble-reading lay leader" of
Seoul’s 25,000 member
Choong Hyun Presbyterian
Church. Atwice-imprisoned
veteran of dissident politics,
he was the candidate of the
ruling party, which was
formed byamergerofthree
parties three years ago.

Up to 10 million people
worldwide are infected
with the AIDS virus, with
40 million expected to be
by the end of the decade,
according to the World
Health Organisation. A
researcher predicts that
the now-increasing
populations of Uganda,
Tanzania, Malawi and
Rwanda will actually drop
in the next 10 years.

The commissioning service
for Fred and Patricia
Forbes, from the Yarra-
wonga, Vic, church, is be­
ing held at the Burwood
Church of Christ, 280
Highbury Rd, Burwood at 5
pm on 21 March. They will
be involved with the
Churches of Christ Over­
seas Mission Board as busi­
ness manager at Madang,
Papua New Guinea. The
Yarrawonga church is fare­
welling the family at a spe­
cial service and fellowship
meal on 4 April at 5 pm.

The Victorian
Overseas Mis-

tians who per­
formed the bap­
tism and then ad­
ministered the
Lord's Supper.
Noriega, who is
serving a 40-year
sentence for drug
and racketeering
convictions, was
guarded by US
marshals during
the service.
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IT’S NOT
EASY
BEING- |
G-REEN

No, because vie appear in
A PUBLICATION THAT IS .
printer in black and white)

BECAUSE VIE live IN
A WORLD FULL OR
PREJUDICE WHERE
ONE IS OUDGrED BY

THE COLOR OF o
n > ONE'S SKIN <

To enable
churches to
learn more
about the spir­
itual needs of
Turkey and what
they can do to
help, Friends of
Turkey has re­
leased a booklet
“Turkey and
Your Church”.
The booklet out­
lines the facts
about Turkey
and how,
through mailing
Gospel letters,
praying, being
pen-pals and go­
ing, the Gospel
can be spread in
Turkey. For de­
tails write to
Friends of Tur-

VIC
QLD
WA

INSURANCE FOR CHURCH PEOPLE

NSW (02)683 4166
SA (08) 232 1272
TAS (03)650 9711

You now have
a choice when
it comes to

Rev Dr Gordon Moyes. AM M | <
Superintendent of Wesley 111 i ' '

Mission. Sydney 9insurance
1SSSB1 AWARE
FOR NON-DRINKERS ONLY “............... .......

(03)650 9711 c„r ,
(07) 2218449 car> home» church and
(09) 3216291 commercial insurance

ANSVAR AUSTRALIA INSURANCE LIMITED ACN 007 216 506

sion Committee
have organised
an evening meet­
ing with Rev
Anand Chaud-
hary,Presidentof
the Rajastan Bi­
ble Institute in
North India,for24
March at7.30pm,
at the Burwood
Church of Christ,
280HighburyRd,
Burwood. The
proposed meet­
ing to hearDr Ben
Wati on 6 April
has been can­
celled,as DrWati
hasnotbeenable
toobtainavisato
visit Australia at
this time.

FormerWatergate
“hatchet man'',
Chuck Colson, has
been awarded the
Templeton Prize
for Progress in reli­
gion, a $1 million
award. Since his
release from prison
he has established
Prison Fellowship
internationally and
has had a consist­
ent Christian wit­
ness.
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News

Wanted...
Wanted: 100 children, 100
adults/young people and
seamstresses

"Let There Be Light" is the
theme of this year's Vic/Tas
Conference Gospel Celebra­
tion to be held at 7 pm on 2
May.

Produced by Alison Pitt and
Fraser Wood-Burgess (Don­
caster,Vic, church), the plan is
to have over 200, from churches
all over Victoria and Tasmania,
participating on stage in an in­
spirational and challenging
worship event. We can't tell
you too much more because
then it won't be a surprise! We
can, however, tell you that you
can get involved.

We need approximately 100
children (primary school age)
and 100 adults or young peo­
ple (high school age and up) to
form part of our cast. The only
skills you need are the willing­
ness to sing as part of a large
choir and the confidence to do
some simple movements. You
don't need to be able to sing
like an angel or do a tap-dance
routine, but you need to be pre­
pared to "have a go".

All participants will be re­
quired to attend four rehears­
als.

On-stage participants will
also be required to pay a small
fee. Adults—$15 will cover the
cost of a special "Let There Be
Light" T-shirt, your music book
tea, coffee and biscuits at re­
hearsals, and a picnic tea on the
night. Children—$20 will cover
the cost of your costume (which
means you can keep it!), cor­
dial and biscuits at rehearsals,
and a picnic tea on the night.
The maximum charge per fam­
ily will be $40.

Perhaps being on stage is not
your thing? We also need seam­
stresses—lots of them!

Willing to help? Contact
Alison Pitt, c/o Doncaster
Church of Christ, 680 Doncaster
Rd, Doncaster 3108. Phone (03)
848 1546 or (03) 848 9490.

Ow® ©rewffi m
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Peak growth years compared
Victoria's strong upward mem­
bership growth trends evident
in 1992 are among the largest
gains recorded since the 1920s.

The actual net growth of 476
new members in 1992 repre­
sents a result only exceeded by
the peak years of 1959, 1952,
1926 and 1924. The results of
the previous peak years have
very distinctive features about
them. The outstanding results
of the mid 1920s were the di­
rect results of the evangelistic
work undertaken by evange­
lists of that era. The outstand­
ing figure was E.C. Hinrichsen
who commenced his work in
the mid 1920s. The 1925 Home
Mission report to the Victorian
Conference reported 1,182 ad­
ditions by faith and baptism,
with tent missions conducted
by EC Hinrichsen accounting
for 515 of that number. In 1923
Jesse Kellems and Charles
Richards of the United States
held a mission at Wirth's
Olympia resulting in 490 com­
mitments and some 321 bap­
tisms. These were peak years
for an evangelistic emphasis
with the missionerdominating
the scene. By 1928 church mem­
bership had increased by 2,686,
or 27% from 1919. The evange­
listic activity coupled with the
vigorous church planting pro­
gram were the basis of the
growth. Many of the missions
were held in church planting
settings.

Two Remarkable Years
The two outstanding growth

years of the 1950s were 1952
and 1959. 1952 marked the
holding of the World Conven­
tion in Melbourne, to be fol­
lowed by the Snodgrass-
Pollock mission, again located
at Wirth's Olympia. This great
evangelistic event, plus the vig­
orous work of many local
churches, resulted in a mem­
bership gain of 561, to be fol­
lowed by a gain of 711 in 1959,
the year of the first Billy
Graham Crusade in Mel­
bourne. These two events were 

repeats of the success of the
earlier years and the only years
when membership gains ex­
ceeded 450 in any one year for
the whole period since the be­
ginning of the 1920s. Some of
the gains for 1952 flowed from
the new churches being estab­
lished at that time in a vigorous
post World War II climate.

New Momentum
The current situation of

membership is all the more in­
teresting in that the growth has
not come from the special evan- ■
gelistic events so clearly in evi- j
dence as the major contribu­
tors of the previous years. A
detailed analysis indicates that
the growth is spread across the
state. In the growth of the pre­
vious year, 1991, 80% came
from the new churches affiliat­
ing with Conference. While
good news in itself, the result
was less than satisfactory when
viewed in broad strategic terms.

In 1992 new churches ac­
counted for 40% of the result
and all but two suburban re­
gions evidenced membership
increases. A feature of the
growth is the outstanding re­
sults from country churches in
the larger regional centres. In
broad terms practically every
centre is in a growth mode
which is increasingly apparent
from comparisons noted by the
Department in its studies from
1986 when detailed analysis
began. 1992 also marked a year
when the smaller churches in 

lower population rural centres
also recorded growth after
showing downward trends in
recent years. The growth trends
of inner city churches are also
significant with increases of
15.5% in the four years 1986-
1990, a further 14.9% in 1991, to
be followed by 4.7% in 1992.

A detailed analysis of all re­
gions and individual churches
is available from the Depart­
ment of Mission, Education and
Development at a cost of $1.

The significance of church
planting to the growth pattern
is quite evident and the results
are consistent with all the lit­
erature and experience on this
subject. On the assumption that
the momentum will continue,
the Victorian membership
should soon pass the peak years
of an earlier decade.

The good news is that many
people from many diverse
backgrounds are finding our
churches places of significance
in their own quest for meaning
in life. The 1990s appear to be
reflecting a new period of in­
ternal confidence,abetter grasp
of growth methods, more ef­
fective assimilation processes
and a greater priority afforded
to evangelism, outreach and
creating new points of entry.
The challenge is that we face a
far larger population with a
vastly changed base from the
earlier, largely Anglo-Celtic,
composition of Australian so­
ciety. As the whole church
grows, so will our potential for
even wider activity for the |
Kingdom of God. This is a time ;
to give thanks to God for the I
achievements, and seek God's ■
guidance for our future mis­
sion task. —D.H. Smith.
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Visiting Canberra?
Stay with a Church Family

A number of Canberra church families offer
accommodation in their homes at basic bed and

breakfast rates to help raise funds for
“Home Mission” extensions in the ACT

If you would like to enjoy friendly “one of the family"
hospitality in Canberra write for particulars to:

Barbara Kennedy
6 Sharp Place,
Melba 2615
Phone (062) 581360

Lyn Swift
34 Yiman Street,
Waramanga 2611
Phone (062) 88 2050

Advance bookings appreciated
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Ministries

induction at Box Hill

Kitchen Designer

Craig Spaulding and Darryl
Tobler were set apart in a spe­
cial sendee of commissioning
at Launceston, Tas, on 14 Feb­
ruary. Don Smith, from the Vic-
Tas Department of Mission,
Education and Development,
preached and led the formal
act of commissioning.

Craig and Darryl have previ­
ously served in part-time min­
istry capacities with Rod Fos­
ter, who has now moved to
Queensland.
Craig's role is in pastoral min­
istry, whilstDarryl's is asyouth
minister. They are both work­
ing in a full-time capacity.

(g©mmosso©MD[ra^ {F©ef
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Winner of all major awards
HIA & HCF Housing Guarantee
Free design and quote in your
home or visit our showroom

Discount for
church members

Contact Stephen on (03) 879 4660
or 018 36 8899 (car phone) 

• Glenn Ouantrelle, board chariman, welcomes Mark
and Nicola Butler

der way or planned and the
church is looking forward to
continued growth.

Prior to commencing studies
at CCTC, Mulgrave, Liz was
Director of Nursing at Fred
Combridge House, Northcote.
At the recent college garden
party Liz received a scholar­
ship for being the best first year
student. Her husband David is
supporting her in her ministry.

• Don Smith, John Powell (Chairman of Elders), Darryl
Tobler and Craig Spaulding.

On 7 February Liz Lloyd was
inducted into a student minis­
try with the Chadstone, Vic,
church. Liz follows her father,
Don Thomas,and grandfather,
J.E. Thomas, in ministry wi thin
Churches of Christ. Liz's uncle,
Colin Thomas, has also minis­
tered in Churches of Christ.

She will be involved in min­
istry with Peter Bradley at
Chadstone and her main role
will be with Christian educa­
tion and the development of
work amongst younger chil­
dren.

She will also share some
chaplaincy support with Peter
at the Churches of Christ Nurs­
ing Homes at Oakleigh and
Murrumbeena.

Mark Butler began a ministry
with the Mitcham, Vic, church
on Sunday, 7 February. He is
the first full-time minister at
the church since 1979. During
the past two years the church
has increased in strength and is
now able to support a full-time
minister. The chapel was filled
to capacity for the service of
installation which was con­

past four years, graduated from
CCTC last November. Together
with Michelle, and children
Matthew and Eleanor, they
came from the Kalamunda,
WA, church. A memorable part
of the service involved the lay­
ing on of hands by various
church members who repre­
sented the various parts of the
church body—elders, deacons,
women, children and young
people. Jim and Michelle were
warmly congratulated by
church members and guests
over morning tea, all pledging
tocontinuesupportand prayer
for the next five years. Many
new initiatives are either un-

Jim Longbottom inducted
In a moving service, Jim |
Longbottom was formally in- 1
ducted to the ministry' of the I •
Box Hill, Vic, church on 29
January'. One hundred and i
forty were present, including
Greg Elsdon, Principal of <
CCTC who preached, Cr Tom
Thorpe and Mrs Thorpe, rep­
resenting the Box Hill City
Council, and Ted McMillan
from the Box Hill Baptist
Church, representing the local
Inter-Church Council. Repre­
sentatives from the Uniting and
Chinese Christian Disciples
churches were also present.

Jim, who has been the stu­
dent minister at Box Hill for the

Nlitetaim) MrnsW
Mark Butler installed at Mitcham

Wire!] 6«raSiw

Liz Lloyd (nee Thomas) inducted at Chadstone

Ink’n’lmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting
Specialising In small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street
Mitcham 3132

Phone and Fax:
(03) 874 8101

ducted by Jim Wright. The oc­
casional address was delivered
by Greg Elsdon, Principal of
the Churches of Christ Theo­
logical College, Vic. Clive
Ward, president of the National
Conference Council, brought a
message to the congregation.
Mark Butler grew up in the
Canberra church. He has had
student ministries at Dande-
nong and Bellarine Peninsula
and was ordained last Novem
ber after graduating from the
Churches of Christ Theologica
College at Mulgrave.

o Liz Lloyd
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People

Graham and Bev Burgan settling in atWhyalla.
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Wanted

Whyalla, SA, turned on a
"warm" welcome for joint min­
isters Graham and Bev Burgan.
A heat wave did not deter the
Burgans whose arrival brought
to an end a three-year period
during which the local congre­
gation was without a minister.

"We've had wonderful wel­
come, and not only from church
members'," Graham said.

Graham and Bev took up
joint ministry at Whyalla fol­
lowing their first ministry at
Essendon North, Vic.

They were very familiar with
the area as they had lived in
Port Pirie for many years, where
Graham worked for Pres ts Lim-
ited, funeral directors.

Both Graham and Bev recog­
nised their calling to work in
the ministry while living in Port
Pirie, working in a lay capacity
for the congregation there.

"In hindsight, I realise that
our calling came about 10 years
earlier, but I resisted it,"
Graham said. "An advertise­
ment in a church paper about
Melbourne's Churches of

Belated Memoriam

life These activities ranged from
sending sympathy cards to the
families of deceased residents
to delighting children with her
myriad soft toys, the sale of
which brought in thousands of
dollars for the Department of
Community Care.

Mrs Lowry's sometimes
brusque manner disguised a
heart of gold, the riches of
which were distributed liber­
ally over a lifetime of service
within Churches of Christ.

Mrs Lowrey became a mem­
ber of the Social Service Com­
mittee in Victoria in the 1940s
and for the next 26 years took
charge of the catering for CWF
and general Conference.
Amongst the youth, Mrs
Lowrey's curried rice sausages
and plum pudding became fa­
mous, especially during the war
years when food rationing was
stringent. She was an example
to inspire us all.

—Peter Bradley
(Chaplain, Christian Guest

Home)

Warm (For
jjoninrfi FfcfeteK
Whyalla breaks the drought

East Tamworth Church,
NSW

Interim Pastor
Part/FnU-Time

May—December 1993
Phone Roy Cody (See.)

(067) 677 055

Christ Theological College
changed all that. It leapt out
like a neon sign," he said.

Bev said once their youngest
child was at school, she consid­
ered various options for her­
self including study.

The need to attend the col-
lege"hit"thematthesametime
and they have been working
together in the ministry ever
since.'

They have four children— 1
Jodi, Matthew, Leon and Greg.

S tarting a you th club to "com-
plement" the city's existing
youth activities is one of the
Burgans' aims. "We already
have a thriving kids' club on
Friday nights," Graham said.

Goals also include strength­
ening families and helping to
d irect the congregation in serv­
ing the community.

Graham and Bev were in­
ducted into their new ministry
by Brian Phelps, a member of
the State Board. Eyre Penin­
sula District Conference rep-

I resentative, Tony Young, also

I attended.

Gill
Memorial
1FM©]
Twelve months ago Dr Athol
Gill died. Honoured as a
brillant teacher and scholar,
Athol is also remembered for
his warm humanity. His influ­
ence extended across denomi­
national barriers and embraced
an extraordinary range of peo­

ple.
Athol served Whitley Col­

lege (the Baptist College of Vic­
toria) from 1975, as Dean, and
then, from 1979, as Professor of
New Testament.

As a lasting tribute, a schol­
arship fund has been estab­
lished at the College. The Fund
will provide financial assist­
ance forstudents from the two-
thirds world to study at
Whitley. Gifts to assist the fund
can be sent to Mrs L. Iles,
Whitley College, 271 Royal
Pde, Parkville 3052. Make
cheque payable to Whitley
College: Athol Gill Scholar­
ship Fund.

• Mrs Lowrey with Mrs Ivy Funston

On 9 September, 1992, a special
lady passed away at the Chris­
tian Guest Home, Oakleigh,
Vic.

Janet Lowrey had been a resi­
dent at the home for 21 years, a
record unlikely to be repeated!
Over those many years Mrs
Lowrey was an active partici­
pant in so much of the Home's

3
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Welsh Male Voice Choir
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BIRTHS

DEATHS

MASTER PLUMBER

IN MEMORIAM

THANK YOU

FAMILY REUNION

WANTED

BUILDERS

CHALK Doreen June. 29.3.87 In
God's care. Her presence we miss,
but memories will always last. Lov­
ingly remembered by husband
Graham and all her family.

GORDON AND LESLEY STIR­
LING say thankyou to the Boronia
church and their family for “Recog­
nition of their 57 Years of Ministry"
held on 6 March. They say thankyou
to those who attended from as far
as New Zealand, to those who sent
letters and cards, and to those who
spoke on behalf of churches, de­
partments and conferences whom
they have served.

ANY OLD CHURCHES OF
CHRIST HYMN BOOKS and the
music book. If you or your church
have any that you don't need any
more and would like to give them to
a needy church, please contact
Janine Goodwin on (07) 807 3810.

HENLEY (BROWN) Andrew and
Lee-Anne are delighted to share
their good news—the birth of
Bethany Eliza, bom 6th March. 8lb
4 oz. Beautiful sister for Benjamin
and Tessa.

BROUGH family and descendants.
Sunday 28 March 1993 from 12.30
pm. BYO lunch. Venue: Wattle
Park, Riversdale Rd, Burwood (if
wet Surrey Hills Church of Christ
Hall). Further information (03) 808
2815 or (03) 7001277.

27 Quoted in Stephen's speech to
the Sanhedrin

28 There are few of these (Luke 10)

NORRIS Reta Mavis. On 4 March
at Stirling Hospital, SA. Dearly
loved, and loving wife, of Harold.
Mother and mother-in-law of Alice,
Glenys and Dean, Shirley and
Rolffe, Rhonda and Rob and
Lynette and Ian. Loving Grand­
mother of 11 grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren. Loved lady
of the manse. She never sought
the limelight, she lit the light for
others. Aged 84 years. Now at home
with her Lord.
RACKEMANN Ellen Maud. On 28
February at Maryborough, Old. Af­
ter a long illness. Dearly loved wife
of Harry. Loving mother of Alan,
Joan and Beth. Nanato nine grand­
children and five great-grandchil­
dren.

Down
1 Minor prophet
2 Daniel shared with the lions
3 Made edgy by sour grapes
4 One of twelve
5 Ally of Abraham (Gen 14)
9 Friend of Daniel

12 Clarity of New Jerusalem
(Rev 21) [Plural form of word]

14 WhatanArabwillnotdoinBabylon
(Is 13)

15 Woodworking tool
16 Naaman was one (2 Kings 5)
17 Product of Havilah (Gen 2)
23 Jeremiah's covenenant
24 Jeremiah's covenenant
25 Basketwascoatedwiththis(Ex2)

and repairs, home alterations, stair­
case, handrail specialist. For free
quotes please ring (03) 729 6415
or (03) 761 4190.
IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations, new
houses, units oralterations. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.________

PHILIP KEILAR Fully qualified car­
penter & joiner. Carports, deckings
and pergolas, home maintenance

P.L. & P.H. JOHNSON for all your
plumbing, tiling and gasfitting
needs. Free quotes. (08) 2767420.
Lie. No. 36745.

GRAMPIANS Spend a few days in
Autumn at Dunkeld and explore the
southern end of the Grampians. Ac­
commodation for 24 people but
smallergroups mostwelcome.$7 per
person per night. For brochure or
booking phone Harris (03) 561 6863.
PORTMACQUARIETwo bedroom
unit overlooking beach. Phone
(065) 85 3560.
MOOLOOLABA Two bedroom
unit. Canal frontage. Phone {065)
85 3560.
PORT MACQUARIE B & B private
home off Pacific Highway. Phone
(065) 85 3560.
GRAMPIANSSUNRISEHOLIDAY
UNITS Modem FSC 2-BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone (053) 56 6300.
HOUSEBOAT “White Heron" 8-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house.
Excellent position, close to front
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms.
Modernised. $200 p.w., $250school
holidays (not Christmas- January).
C.R. Brough {03) 808 2815.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST
Absolute waterfront unit Runaway
Bay Broadwater. Peaceful area.
Delightful views. Very reasonable
rates. Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgarning Street, Stafford Heights
4053. Telephone (07)359 7227.

in concert
to raise funds for CCTC

Glen Waverley Church of Christ
46 Montclair Avenue

Admission by ticket only
(Donations of $10 purchase ticket)

Tickets available through local churches
or Jack Edwards on (03) 568 1825

Across
1 Sea mentioned in Bible
6 City mentioned in Ez 27
7 Ostrich saw it and laughed

(Job 39)
8 Should not build foundations us­

ing this (1 Cor 3)
10 Son of Noah
11 Number healed in Luke 17
13 Son of Shemaiah (1 Chron 26)
17 One of these is holy
18 One of these is holy
19 Aramaic word for My God
20 A giant at Gath had an extra one

(2 Sam 21)
21 Eli’s sons cheated on this

(1 Sam 2)
22 Scattered by sower
23 Jesus likens himself to this bird
26 Word used in describing Noah

(Gen 5)

Sunday 4 April
2.15-4.15 pm

Guest Soloist Chris Sharpe
February Solution

HOLIDAYS
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i^Bhe parable, the Dishon-

i J est Steward, affirms nei-
I ther a moral or an im­

moral world. It doesn't affirm a
world where immoral actions
will be met with swift compli­
mentary justice. A world where
"crime doesn't pay" is ulti­
mately an ideal world, for we
know it does pay for some.
Neither does the parable con­
firm a world of chaos, where
justice has no hope of being
realised.

The parable anticipates the
picaresque hero, the fictional
trickster-rogue who breaks so­
cial conventions, but is ap­
plauded for doing so, even if
only for cunning not vice.* The
picaresque character finds an
empathic audience as they seek
to survive by their wits, even if
at times a little less than mor­
ally so. Although the picaroon
may transgress the moral
norms of their own society,
those norms may not reflect a
"just society", especially in the
face of anomalies which can
make the "law an ass".

The parable works as a meta­
phor of cunning equivocation.
It neither affirms the moral
milieu of the parable's society,
nor does it deny it. Instead, it
reflects that quirky dimension
of life which touches us all at
some time with its anomalies,
twists and turns of circum­
stance. Life in which "prudent"
conventions can become super­
fluous, and the uncharted eth­
ics of survival seem more im­
perative, and indeed may make 

more sense. The parable reflects
that world of behaviour in
which people may respond to
sudden crises and reversals of
situation with genuine can­
dour, but not necessarily with
moral finesse.+

The steward's dishonesty is
of a picaresque nature—auda­
cious but not malignant.^ Be­
yond this, the story does not
tell us enough. It leaves us with
tantalising gaps to fill using our
imagination, and taunting si­
lences for the reader with a pro­
pensity for textual dosure.§The
parable equivocates at this
point. It ruptures our judg­
ments of human behaviour in
the face of anomalous circum­
stances. It depicts a seemingly
incompetent "dishonest" man
as a most clever, resourceful
protagonist in the face of a cri­
sis. On the one hand, he is about
to be sacked, yet, on the other
hand, he is praised as clever.
The parable both affirms and
denies our capacity to judge
another's responses to life's
anomalies. Can we really judge
what is morally competent in
such situations? Can we ever
have enough primary informa­
tion to do so?

As metaphor for Christian
life, the parable subverts smug
satisfaction in one's expressions
of moral competence as being
an adequate response to the
presence of the Kingdom. Af­
ter all, what level of compe­
tence are we to assume is ad­
equate, even in our perceptions
of good morality? There is al­

ways a Gandhi, a Martin Luther
King, an Elisabeth Schussler
Fiorenza, or a Fred Hollows
whose vision of justice and
compassion make our moral
fibre look like fairy floss.

Ultimately, it is the willing­
ness to be thrown back onto the
resources of imagination, risk,
and courage in the face of crisis
which enables a person to be
receptive to the presence of the
Kingdom. As an equivocating
metaphor, the parable neither
affirms or denies the standards
of moral behaviour demon­
strated by the dishonest stew­
ard. It is told because of his
audacious nerve in a crisis. He
personifies the imagination,
risk and courage which are in­
trinsic to our response to the
Kingdom. He does so all the
more sharply because his moral
behaviour commends nothing
to the auditor other than his
decisive, risk taking response
to a crisis. A "morally" compe­
tent character might muddy
such waters. A definitively im­
moral person may well be per­
ceived to deserve such difficul­
ties as "poetic justice". This
would be an inadequate dis-

closure of the compassionate
nature of the Kingdom.

However, an ambiguous
character, who is both incom­
petent and clever, fool and
scoundrel depicts the resilient,
creative side of human charac­
ter in the face of life's anoma­
lies and crises. The parable af­
firms that the reality of God
comes as such a crisis in the
auditor's lives and solicits a
response of imagination, risk
and audacious nerve. —SC

* Dan Via first suggested the
parable has picaresque qualities.

+ Don Cupitt points out that this
is part of the genre.

t Ind eed, hemayhave only been
incompetent in the sphere of his
dishonesty. Some commentators
(Derrett & Fitzyer) argue the "un­
just" steward is in fact taking off
theunjustinterestincorporated into
the total accounts owing. This
would make his action "just", but
not for altruistic reasons. He is "un­
just" in as much as he participates
in his employer's injustice... until
it is convenient for him to change
practice. Therefore, he is still a
rogue.

§ Luke has at least three inter­
pretations of the parable.

? Wfyei
SELECT USED CARS

49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134
Telephone (03) 879 4004

Contact Ken if you are looking for
a used car or need to rent one

• Prices subject to change
without notice. 

Optional "Bible Lands" extension to Athens and the
beautiful and historic Greek Islands of Santorini,

Rhodes, Samos and Patmos, plus Ephesus, in
Turkey.

Further details from
John or Beth at:
5 Camden Court,
Glen Waverley, Vic
Phone (03) 560 3103 V

Ucerca No. 306M

THE HOLY LAND & GREEK ISLANDS
At the best prices for years! Israel only...$3700

A personally escorted tour, departing Sept, 1993

A comprehensive & inspirational tour throughout
Israel, visiting locations of Christian significance.
First-class accommodation, guided touring in air-
conditioned coaches, breakfasts and all evening
meals included.

Join John & Beth Bridgford on their 9th year
of leading tours to the Holy Land.
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A Church ABC

"Friendly Church" is
how the folk of the
Nowra, NSW, church

like to feel people find them. In
many ways they have to be
because of the large number of
folk moving in and passing
through.

Nowra straddles the
Shoalhaven river and is located
about 2-2 1/2 hours south of

i Sydney (about 1 hour south of
Wollongong) and 1/4 hour
from the coast. There are about
22,000 people in the town which
is itself experiencing significant
growth, with many people
moving from Sydney to escape
the high cost of living or the
"rat race". The main industries
in town are paper milling, dairy'
and construction (especially
because of the many new folk).
Nowra is also a popular tourist
destination as it is dose to mag­
nificent beaches, the mountains
and picturesque locations such
as Kangaroo Valley.

The church itself has a mem­
bership of about 100 and, with
19 baptisms and people trans-

■ ferring in, has been showing
steady growth over the past

i few years. A significant pro-
• portion of the congregation
■ (about 20%) comes from the

two nearby Naval bases (Alba­
tross and Creswell). By their
very na ture they stay for only a

| short time. This means that
j normal practice of getting to
| _________________

know someone before they
serve/participate has to be
waived, and, of course, this
extends to their families also.
The church has a large number
of older and young folk, but
finds itself fairly light on in the

(they hope to start building in
12 months).

Home groups form a signifi­
cant part of the church's life,
with the majority of the con­
gregation being involved. On
the whole the groups are sim­

FOCUS ODD

46-60 age range, and conse­
quently, teenagers also. This is
a bit of a problem as it creates a
dearth of leaders in certain ar­
eas. The large numbers of
young marrieds with young
children means the church has
a large Sunday School (55-60
children) and a significant form
of outreach through three "play
times" (play groups).

The church is trying to con­
tinue its growth through an
emphasis on outreach into the
community. Their minister,
Clinton Wardle, writes a
monthly artide for a local pa­
per.

The church is planning a di­
vorce recovery workshop in
May and a week of evange­
lism, with college students, in
August In conjunction with
conference departments, they
also ha ve an application before
council to build a 40-bed aged
care hostel close to the church

ply families that meet together
for fellowship, support and
study; however, there are one
or two special focus groups
such as a KYB group. These
home groups form a signifi­
cant means of integrating new
folk into the life of the church.
Through the groups relation­
ships and friendships can grow,
and so people more quickly feel
they belong and will stay.

An important emphasis the
church has is that any who come
are "newcomers", there being
no distinction between visitors
and those whose attendance is
more likely long-term. Since no
distinction is made between the
types of newcomers, all new
people are welcomed enthusi­
astically. This, naturally, makes
the church feel a warm and
generous place to be.

One interesting aspect of the
church's worship services is the
"thanksgiving bowl". Evi­

World News
National Evangelism workshop
St Louis, USA
The Australian Board of
Church Development and Edu­
cation has received program
information concerning the
National Evangelism Work­
shop to be conducted by the
National Evangelistic Associa­
tion of the Disciples of Christ in
St Louis 13-15 July.

The program includes major
speakers Leith Anderson, on
planning for the 21st century,
and Maxie Dunnam, well
known for his writings on spir­
ituality. Included in the 15 spe­
cialist workshops will be Barry

McMurtrie of Wollongong on
the theme "Leading the Church
Through Change". Other
electives include topics such as
small group ministry, evange­
lising mature adults, reaching
baby boomers, worship issues,
Church Growth through spir­
itual growth and setting a vi­
sion. The event attracts large
audiences from a range of de­
nominations. A number of
Australian Church of Christ
ministers plan to attend under
the auspices of Christian
Projects. Programs are avail­

able from the Board's office, 77
Capel Street, WestMelboume
3003, (03) 326 8900, forany who
are interested in further details.

ON YOUR OWN,
YOU’RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles
Fellowship offers friendship
through correspondence with

other born-again Christian
singles and single-again

people
Write enclosing a stamped,

self-addressed envelope
to:

CSF.PO Box 17,
Anna Bay 2301 

18 (94) The Australian Christian

dently they borrowed the idea
from the Boronia, Vic, church.
Anyone who wishes to give
thanks for anything comes and
puts some monetary offering
in the bowl and then tells peo­
ple what they have to give
thanks for. The amounts do not
have to be large, nor do the
events have to be earth-shat­
tering. This has brought a sense
of excitement, and even a laugh
into the services (once a biscuit
was put in the bowl!). People
give thanks for all number of
things, anniversaries, birth­
days, family visits, the list is
endless.

From its beginnings with 3
people in the 60s, the church
has come a long way. Now,
even though the buildings are
only eleven years old, and will
be paid off at the end of the
year, they have a lack of space.
One Sunday school class cur­
rently meets in the manse. Later
this year they will be holding a
"car boot sale"—similar to a
garage sale—to raise funds for
partitioning to enable the
church space to be used with
greater versatility. This would
mean the manse class could be
brought back into the church.
Ten percent of the proceeds
from sales goes to the church.
Last year they raised $1500.

Both in terms of its friendli­
ness and its future, Nowra is a
positive church.

EAST KEW
! CHURCH OF CHRIST

Those wishing to join in
the luncheon should

advise:
The Church Secretary
23 Ayr Street
Doncaster 3108
(03) 857 5342

i Final Meeting ;
| Il am, 18 April 1993. |

I Past members and friends I
are invited to the final |

■ service, after which a light |
„ luncheon will be served. .
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Growing SpirifaiaHv

Production, Costs
Ross Pollard

s a teenage Christian,
some 45 years ago, I had

_ expectations of a spir­
itual growth imposed from
without and from a zeal within.
Since 1948 circumstance has
enrolled me in the school of a
farming experience, where
growth and achievement re­
volve around one's own effort
and diligence.

Over the same period I have
constantly attended the spir­
itualuniversity where nourish­
ment comes not from a well
equipped ministry team, teem­
ing population, and modern
technology, but from the "com­
mon" folk who have crossed
my path—often just when
needed—the small country
church. Many may not identify
with this heritage, but all may
learn and grow in contempla­
tion of three areas common to
both these seats of learning.

Lush is not often a sign of
productivity. A tree does not

bear useful fruit on the strong
visible growth around the pe­
rimeter, but on the seasoned
wood which nature, pruning,
and patience bring to its fruit­
bearing purpose.

The fig tree which happened
to be in Jesus' path, condemned
itself, not by appearance, but
by lack of fruit. Popular opin­
ion was to fertilise and force
feed more lush growth. Horti­
cultural wisdom would pre­
scribe grafting in a fruitful va­
riety, pruning off surplus
growth, allowing it to suffer a
little for a year, or as Jesus sug­
gested, removal, to make way
for another. The people of the
small churches will have suf­
fered these indignities, but
grown a little because of it.

Some may identify with the
"survival years". The times
when acts of nature, other peo­
ple, or our own errors of judge­
ment mean there is no fruit, no
growth, and seemingly, no life.
Programs and lifestyle are
pruned to the prevailing cir­
cumstances, and "giving up" is
"unthinkable". Out of these
lean times comes an apprecia­
tion of the good years that have
been as a promise of the times
which will certainly come
again. Even greater is the reali­
sation that survival is the meas­
ure of a growth which super­
sedes the fat years. Elijah at
Cherith, Jesus in the tempta­
tion desert and John on Patmos
displayed a growth notevident
on a rostrum before 5,000.

We grow and produce only
according to our nature. Envi­
ronment can batter, distort,
hide, defer or glorify, but can
never change the nature within.
We often need to assess our
"true to type" nature against
the measure of the True Vine
who decrees the nature and
fruit expected.

This is the common thread
through all of our growing ex­
periences, if there is no life there
is no growth. But empower­
ment by the life of God himself,
nothing can measure or con­
tain that growth.

Mellowed with the years?
Resigned to mediocrity?
Failed? There is no apology for
those early aspirations falling
short of accepted yardsticks,
but rather the firm conviction
that God expects us to gradu­
ate in the university of life on
which he enrolsus. His empha­
sis is productivity rather than
growth alone.

T
he Lord calls every sin­
gle one of us to do some­
thing for him. The prob­

lem is finding out what it is.
That can sometimes seem the
difficult part. Yet it will, some­
how, be revealed to us.

The Lord isn't hiding it from
us, so we have to spend our
lives looking for our special
role. He's not laughing in the
distance, shouting, "Come and
find it! Come and find it! Ha!
Ha! Ha!" Our "mission" in life
will occur naturally and can
never be forced. It may sud­
denly spring upon us in a flash,
or slowly develop within us
■mtiltheday we know what we

STRACK
REMOVALS

Removals—Storage—
... Packing—Pianos

Suburbs—Country—
Interstate

David Strack
(Proprietor]

Office and Store
45 McIntosh Street
Airport West 3042

Telephone (03) 370 3737
(03) 330 2211

Fax (03) 330 3039
AH (054) 27 0472

“Service since 1907"
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Neil Marsden
must do. It may take a long
time to accomplish, it may not.
It might be hard to work to­
wards, it might not. No one can
tell.

There was a man once who
had been working very hard all
day. It had been a hard day and
he had worked and worked but
had failed to catch any fish at
all. I'm sure a lot of people can
relate to this experience—I can.
Anyway, this man brought his
boat back in and was cleaning
his nets when a man who was
teaching the crowd wanted to
use his boat. After the teacher
had finished teaching, the fish­
erman was asked to go back
out and lower the nets. Not
really wanting to, the fisher­
man did as the teacher asked
and hauled in so much his boa t
nearly sank! Simon Peter had
no idea that the Lord's plan for
his life would be revealed that
day. Peter would soon become 

not a catcher of fish, but a
catcher of men. Jesus had re­
vealed his plan for Peter, but it
still would take Peter years and
years to fulfil his task.

Our essential task though, is
to go out among the people
and tell them about Christian­
ity. We're not supposed to force
them or to keep away from
"undesirables". So many peo­
ple don't want to go to differ­
ent places and do different
things because it's "unchris­
tian" and they may comment,
"but they're not Christians"!
Unbelievably,. Jesus preferred
the company of the "dirt of the
city", the prostitutes, the tax
gatherers, and all the rest, and
no-one can be more Christ-like
than Christ himself. We may
have to get into the "dirt", but,
when we wash away the dirt,
we may find gold. Sitting down
devoutly with a lovely angel 
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face isn't going to make the
gold just appear. We have to go
out and clean all that "dirt" off,
we have to offer the people out
there the Word of God. We may
find a heart as hard as stone, or
we may find a heart of gold,
ready to be polished and ac­
cepted by the Lord. No matter
what the Lord calls us to do,
this task is at the very centre of
the wider plan.

Whatever we have to do,
whatever our role is, an excit­
ing one, a boring one, a fast one
or a slow one, we can all be
assured that it is work the Lord
needs done. He needs all of us,
but we still need him more.

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Financial Planning
• Taxation Returns i
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Comment
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Keith Farmer.
T

he initial findings of the
1991 National Church
Life Survey have been

published in a book First Look :
in the Mirror (Lancer, 1992).
One of the clear indications
from these initial findings is
that the church in Australia has
entered a "Post Denomina­
tional Age" (p. 90). A decline in
denominational loyalty has
made congregational life "far
more fluid". I particularly want |
to address the challenge that I
Churches of Christ "connect the
traditions which make up (our)
heritage with the contemporary
culture and (the) symbols of
those with whom (we) seek to
be in mission" (p. 91).

Our forebears in the
Campbell-Stone Movement
seemed determined that, in
seeking to bring unity on the
basis of New Testament Chris­
tianity, for the purpose of effec­
tive outreach, we remain a
Movement and not become a
Denomination.

In fact, long before this time,
for all practical purposes, we
have become a Denomination
in terms of having our own
traditions and identity. Many
of the traditions with which I
grew up are more clearly iden­
tified as "Churches of Christ
tradition and practice" than
uniquely Biblical e.g. the prac­
tice of the Sunday evening
"Gospel Meeting7' with people
being asked to make a public
confession after coming to the
front of the meeting, the form
of our weekly Communion
service, etc. We need, therefore,
to accept that the challenge "to
connect traditions with the con­
temporary culture" applies as
much to us as to any other De­
nomination. However, I believe
we do have some factors which
might help us to do this "con­
necting" more quickly and
more effectively than some oth­
ers (I do not say this in a com­
petitive sense, but because of
the urgency of the need).

Positive Factors
What is happening today

could seem like a dream come
true to our forebears. They

longed for a post-Denomina-
tional era—a time when his­
torical divisions meant less and
factors which unite meant
more. Today, the choice of a
church seems to depend more
on the effectiveness of the indi­
vidual congregation in making
connections and offering mean­
ing, than on the denomination
of the congregation. This is not
quite the "New Testament"
basis of our Movement, but it
could be seen as a change in
that direction and, if handled
correctly, an opportunity to be
grasped as an impetus towards
"unity on the basis of the New
Testament". We do not wish to
foster or supporta "consumer"
mentality towards church af­
filiation, but, if what is happen­
ing indicates a desire by people
to link with vital Christianity,
which includes the presenta­
tion of a straightforward coun­
ter cultural, Biblical message,
then that is in harmony with
Churches of Christ's heritage.

The fact that we have a
shorter history than other de­
nominations and have never
been "an "established" or State
Church in another country"
(the definition of Mainstream
Protestant in the survey) may
allow us to listen to our con­
temporary context more
quicldy and effectively. Even
our "non-conformist" or "anti­
establishment" leanings of the

BICHENO, TASMANIA
Seaview Camp

Units for hire
Powered sites

Group camping
Tennis court

An area of great
scenic attraction

Manager:
Phone (003) 75 1247

Vic-Tas Department of
Mission, Education and

Development-

past can be positives in the ques t
for making constructive con­
nections. Also, our relatively
informal approach to worship
appears to be compatible with
the preferred style of today's
younger generations.

A key observation from the
NCLS data is that connections
which are effective will be dif­
ferent from one location to an­
other. The way a congregation
operates will require local ini­
tiative, with decisions being
made without too much need
for assent by authorities out­
side the local church. Thus the
informed practitioner is the key,
rather than the professional
administrator. This does not
overlook the vital role Confer­
ence plays, and should continue
to play, but it does indicate that
the need for radical rethinking
and revision by the church
should be felt in all facets of our
work, including what congre­
gations do together through
Conferences.

Most of the statistics which
indicate whether effective con­
nections are being made or not
show Churches of Christ to be
placed between the Main­
stream Protestant Denomina­
tions and some of the newer
groups, e.g. some Charismatic
congregations. We have been
more open to church growth 

principles and more ready to
accept the positive qualities of
the charisma tic movement than
most other denominations. But
we must keep moving.

Much Is At Stake
The book Faith without the

Church, Nominalism in Aus­
tralian Christianity (P. Bent­
ley, T. Blombery and P.
Hughes) suggests tha t there are
very deep questions being
asked of the Australian
churches.

Some commentators on
youth in society (e.g. Richard
Eckensly, The Age 2 August,
1992) believe that time is run­
ning out for a society which
lacks a belief system and has no
coherent basis for any future
optimism for its young (Zadok
Book Reviews 1992, p.38)

What is at stake is not only
the institutional church in Aus­
tralia, including Churches of
Christ, but the well being of the
Australian people, particularly
the young.

Please accept that the spirit
of this paper is not one-
upmanship orcompetitiveness.
I firmly believe that the divi­
sion between denominations is
a scandal. There is a chance to
move beyond that division and
I believe Churches of Christ can
fulfil our heritage and be help­
ful to other groups in leading
the way towards making effec­
tive connections with the 80%
of Australian people who pres­
ently find the church, basically,
irrelevant.

7.00 p.m.

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

a.m. Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884
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Socoati Justnce
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John Somerville
The National Social Justice
committee met recently in a
teleconference. As the operator
was phoning around gather­
ing us together the background
music playing was:

"When you walk through a
storm keep your head up high.

And don't be afraid of the
dark... Walk on walk on, with
hope in your heart

And you'll never walk alone,
you'll never walk alone."

I recalled that the New Zea­
land World Convention choir
in Auckland in 1988 sang it on
the day we celebrated Alexan­
der's birthday.

It provides a theme for the
National Social Justice month
of April 1993.

Walk on. With Hope. You'll
Never Walk Alone

This year is the International
Year of Indigenous Peoples.
Ron Wilson, at a media forum
looking at some of the recom­
mendations of the Royal Com­
mission into Aboriginal deaths
in custody, said in part, "No
issue is more important to Aus­
tralia in this decade than
change. Change directed to re­
storing the indigenous people,
the original owners of this coun­
try, to their rightful place in a
united Australia. Part of this 

process is directed to changing
the attitudes of non-Aborigi-
nal Australians. We have to
realise the reality and richness
of indigenous culture, and rec­
ognise that it's a vital part of
the heritage all Australians in­
herit. We need to feel some­
thing of the suffering caused to
indigenous people by the dis­
possession, dispersal and bru­
tal treatment that has accom­
panied European settlement,
and the continuing disadvan­
tage and injustice Aboriginal
people suffer. We must build a
commitment, and eagemess to
change, to establish a new rela­
tionship to take us into the next
century. This must be a rela­
tionship of unity and peace
founded on justice, equity and
mutual respect, and hopefully
shown in a document of some
kind. Another aspectof change
is the promotion among Abo­
riginal people of a willingness
to recognise the process of
change underway within non­
Aboriginal Australia and to be
prepared to trust the sincerity
and goodwill that lies behind
the offered olive branch."

Walk on, with hope. You'll
never walk alone.

The National Social Justice
committee has prepared a pam­

phlet on the important issue of
unemployment. We would
appreciate hearing reports from
individuals and/or churches
on any action they have taken
in this matter. The paper aims
to help us clarify and under­
stand the extent, the causes and
consequences of unemploy­
ment; reflect on the issue in the

affirm all
people as persons and
beings of worth, whether
they are employed or not. Em­
ployment is no t the benchmark
of worth for God and disciples
of Christ. The paper will be
available shortly.

Walk on, with hope. You'll
never walk alone...

The Churches of Christ have
been represented on an ecu­
menical committee preparing
a document on immigration
which will be available for
study and action late 1993.
Charles Wilson has been our
representative on the national
committee. Andre Jacques in 

his book Strangers within your
gates says, "Throughout the
Bible , the experience of exile
and the treatment of strangers
are used as tests of faithfulness
to God, to God, who sides with
orphans, widows, the hungry,
the thirsty, the strangers and
who, in Christ, identifies with
the poor and the oppressed."
Jesus himself" had nowhere to
lay his head". Jacques con­
cludes his series of case studies
with this challenge." Migration
in our day is a complex issue...
the effects of migration are far

reaching and wide-rang­
ing. The human suffering
involved is immense ...
Christian communities
everywhere face an enor­

mous challenge."
Walk on,
with hope.
You'll never
walk alone...

The Old
Testament read­

ing from Isaiah 50 for
Palm Sunday is recom­
mended for reflection as
the prophet says, " The

Sovereign Lord has taught
me what to say, so thatl can
strengthen the weary". Re­
member we are using the
whole of April as the month
during which congregations
are encouraged to think and
pray about matters concern­
ing Social Justice.

Walk on, with hope. You'll
never walk alone...

Churches Of Christ
National Social
Justice Month
April 1993.
This is our only source of

finance and we encourage in­
dividualsand congregations to
give generously.

Please send your gifts to:
The Secretary
National Social Justice
Committee
PO. Box 140
Carlingford NSW 2118.
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light of the
biblical
record; look
at what we
can do and
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Personal Church News

Changes
Maidstone: Secretary—Faye P.
Freiberg, 35 Churchill Ave, Maid­
stone, Vic 3012. Phone (03) 317
7221.
Lundgren, Dan and Judy—7/12
Walnut Street, Cherokee, Iowa
51012, USA.

Baptisms
•Melanie Bell, Victor Harbor, SA
•Ken O'Neill, Rowena O’Neill,
Lynette Haworth, George White,
Nowra, NSW -James Diggins,
Sharon Diggins, Bowral, NSW
•Patricia Perry, Dalby, Qld

Deaths
•Lorraine Smith, Box Hill, Vic
•Elizabeth McRae, Carnarvon, WA
•Pauletta Jackson, Nowra, NSW
•James John Farr, Gilgandra, NSW I

Obituaries
Obituaries are limited to 100
words
Potter, Edward Thomas (Ted)
(27.1.93) Bom in 1915, Fremantle,
WA, where Ted's parents were al­
ready well established in the local |
Church of Christ. It is pleasing to note i

WA
CARNARVON (Kevin O’Brien) A
family lunch followed induction serv­
ice of Kevin O'Brien 28 February...
Kevin with wife Jillian & children

; Jashub & Martika have settled
quickly into new ministry ... Mrs
Fawn Law Davis is president of
ladies group & plans bimonthly
outreach meeting involving craft
work & themes of special interest to
women. Alternative months to be
for prayer, praise & planning.

that, for the next 78 years, Fremantle
was to be Ted's spiritual home. It was
here he made his commitment to
Christ in his teen years and, in 1942,
to take Joyce Jefferies as his chosen
life’s partner. His health suffered as a
result of more than six years of Naval
service during the war years. He was
a very practical man who remained
helpful and resilient. On the Sunday
morning before his sudden passing,
he presided at the Lord's Table and
included as the closing hymn, 'God
holds the key ofall unknown’. Sympa­
thy is extended to Joyce, and sons
Russell, Trevor and Brian, and other
loved ones. A well-attended senrice
was conducted at Fremantle by E.J.
Sewell —E.J. Sewell

NSW
NOWRA (Clinton Wardle) Blessed
time over Christmas with Carols by
Candlelight service on the lawns ...
New Year’s Eve social followed by
worship service, at 11.30, to pray in
the New Year... Recent decision of
Ken O’Neill exciting ... Youth groups
growing... Board retreat a good time
of fellowship & bonding ... Recent
funeral of Pauletta Jackson was a real
celebration—just as she wanted.
BOWRAL (Garry Towle) A Church
Development & Education seminar
entitled “Rise & Shine—Restoring Our
Spiritual Passion" presented on 14
February by Ross Wakeley—great
encouragement to those who partici­
pated ... Church has adopted a vision
statement & is adapting a strategy to
implement it... Kids Club, Big Kids
Club & Solid Rock have resumed for
1993 ... Bethel series (second time
through) recommenced.
GILGANDRA (P. Anderson)
Church saddened at home-call of
loved member (Jim) James John
Farr after painful illness. Sympathy
extended to Lillian & family who
cared for him so well. We will miss
him ... Monthly service at Coo-ee
Lodge well attended ... Gilgandra
hosted well attended World Day of
Prayer meeting.

Churches of Christ in New South Wades
Applications are invited for the position of

Conference Secretory
Responsibilities include the day-to-day activities of the Conference
Executive and supervision of the transition to the new model of
organisation and compatibility with its principles, as accepted at

i the Special Conference in September 1992.
The position requires a proven ability in administration, organisa­
tion and financial management coupled with the desire to serve
God and his church through the ministry of Conference.
Remuneration package will be aligned to that of a Senior Minister
with appropriate car and house allowances, superannuation and
long service leave.
The successful applicant would need to commence duties at the
earliest possible date.
Applications should be in writing, together with a current curricu­
lum vitae, marked “Confidential” and submitted by 2 April 1993 to-

The Conference Secretary
Churches of Christ in NSW

PO Box 140
Carlingford 2118

SA
VICTOR HARBOR (Don Wesley)
Smorgasbord evening services are
being well attended ... Three wel­
comed into membership... Church
supporting High School chaplain
Hayden Lush ... AGM moving in
positive forward direction & is set­
ting up committee to look at second
minister ASAP ... Church Centre
debt has now been dramatically
reduced by donations & auxiliary
using building.
HENLEY BEACH (Ron McLean)
Evening services & monthly prayer
breakfasts with Flinders Park &
Brooklyn Park well attended... Greg
Stuckey youth worker... Vai & Wilf
Stevens renewed wedding vows
on 7 February, relatives & friends
present. Vai continues as student
minister at Henley Beach ... Auxil­
iaries have commenced ... Extra
children at Sunday School... Chi­
nese folk attending church ... Mark
Dodd has commenced studies at
CCTC
MURRAY BRIDGE (Morrie
Munyard) We took evening serv­
ice to “Church in the Park" during
January & February. Featuring vis­
iting artists “Flame Players", clowns
“Nip & Tuk" and puppets “The
Muldoons". Short topical talks &
up-to-date testimonies plus sing­
ers & guitarists Daryl Goodwin,
Greg Munyard, Ian Payne, Chandra
Cox & rock bands “The Strangers"
& "Daddy's Little Boys". Numbers
doubled, local press supportive &
Morrie Munyard interviewed on ra­
dio. Planning similar venture next
year.
HAPPYVALLEY (Russell Allison)
Home fellowship group studying
Understanding Churches of Christ.
KYB groups studying prayers of
the Bible... Church celebrated 14th
anniversary. Norma Robinson
made cake ... Fortnightly evening
services commenced in February.
Guests include group from Haw­
thorn, Al Cranney & Co from schools
ministry group, Year 7 performed
puppet play... Dorothy Allison gave
message at World Day of Prayer,
Nita Baggs led program.
NAILSWORTH (Daryll Telfer)
Recently appointed youth coordi­
nator Stephen Toon & family were
welcomed in February ... Regular
fortnightly youth suppers after Sun­
day evening services are planned
... In February Rob George (OAC
Ministries) addressed morning serv­
ice preparing for Community Con­
tact Week proposal for August —
Kingsley Congdon (Compassion
International Australia) showed
video “Children on the Edge" out­
lining work ministering to children
families in developing countries.
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Church Mews

Old
DALBY Local men are preaching I
until arrival of Tony & Gail Ochse
who commence ministry on 1 April
... A full team of Sunday School
teachers have been dedicated ...
First term sees trial of new format
for worship services with the ser- I
mon towards the beginning of serv- '
ice & communion at the conclu­
sion. Sunday School is held during
sermon time.
BRIBIE ISLAND (Bruce Roberts)
Host this year for World Day of
Prayer. 170 were challenged by
Bruce's message to be God’s peo­
ple, instruments of healing ...
Evening service last Sunday of
month... Kid's Club recommenced
... Bill Hill celebrated his 90th birth­
day ... CWF enjoying varied pro­
grams ... Beryl Wiltshire & team
came & shared their ministry, car­
ing for those in need ... Church
concert 27 March.

Vic
MOUNT CLEAR (Dale White) Suc­
cessful Twilight Fair raised $2,591
for church ministries & auxiliaries
... Record attendances during Feb­
ruary, average 151 am & 77 pm ...
David Jones appointed pastoral
assistant (half-time) ... Commis­
sioning service for church leaders,
teachers & auxiliary coordinators
... Free “welcome dinner held for
Christian students coming into lo­
cal University ... Nine members
teaching CRE at local Primary
Schools ... Five Home Fellowship
groups in operation.
GLEN WAVERLEY (Ron
Elboume, Howard Sanders) Janu­
ary attendances highest on record
... New elders Louis Anokotta &
Barry Crittle appointed ... 16 small
groups, meeting varied needs, com­
menced ... Ron Elbourne now in
23rd year of ministry ... WALK
course, monthly leaders support
started second year... 46 attended
Newcomer's Dinner... Matt Hollard
won gold medal at Australia-wide
Work Skill Olympics ... Four young
people dedicated as they enter Bi­
ble Colleges for studies.
STRATHMORE (James Pearce)
Focus in 1993 to be on Overseas
Missions. Social night in January
raised money for two world globes
or Ranwadi High. Barry Jenkins

, and Julie Trinnick guest speakers
j in February. Six new members
I eicomed into church family. Sun-
l ay School went to Wye River for a

eekend camp in March. A new
anse purchased and old one sold.

Tr>r«?s sa,e|y moved.
dan \AR00K <Mal Giezen“

ner) February saw all auxiliaries 
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backin action after holidays... Weekly
prayer & Bible study ... CWF in full
swing. Meeting well attended. Presi­
dent presented her theme “Walking
with God" in a series of readings &
mime... Church hostedWorld Day of
Prayer. Challenging address by Dawn
Holmes on “God's People: Instru-
mentsof Healing". About 130 present.
Free-will offering $358.
NORTHCOTE (F.B. Alcorn) Our
focus for 1993 is on “Commitment"
& for March is on “The Living Word
& the Bible as the Written Word"...
James, Pam & Joshua McLee
farewelled to Canberra ... Norm
Murphy (FCH) received into mem­

bership from Oakleigh ... Flo
Prideaux in St Georges Hospital...
CWF has commenced year with
Joyce Huggan as President & Pearl
Alcorn as VP ... Minister elected
President of ICC.
REDCLIFFS (S. Mackie) Harvest
Thanksgiving on 28 Feb. 10 boxes &
two bags of goods sent to Oakleigh
Guest Home ... New club—KOFN
(Kids On Friday Nights) started for
you ng High School students. Steadily
building up. They spent a night on
Mansell's paddle steamer, Impulse,
recently ... New families welcomed
into thechurch... Kid's Club activities
in full swing.

Tas
LAUNCESTON (C. Spaulding, D.
Tobler) Kit Ling exercising special
ministry among overseas students
at Launceston College &
Launceston University ... Leaflet
drop made concerning bus service
to Sunday services ... Students
from Sri Lanka, PNG, Nigeria, Ma­
laysia & China attending ... Speak­
ers from Gideons preached 28 Feb­
ruary & George Green 7 March ...
30 young people attended State
Camp at Bicheno over long week­
end ...Cleanupchurchbuildings&

I grounds 6 March.

postcode

I Amount for COCOA $

(99) 23
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Name...

Address 

COCOA
is involved in development

on ©verseas.
ie si ©arllngi

Send your cheque to churches of Christ
Overseas Aid, 180A Cray st, Adelaide sooo.

(Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible.)
—- « MMa no c=a c=a c=i 1=1 t=i e=j e=s i=a



Poetry
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Guess what? I'm scared of walking on water!

When Jesus told Peter to "Come",
he leaped out of the boat and started walking.
Actually he even suggested it to Jesus,
"Order me to come out of the water to you."

But not me.
when Jesus says, “Come, walk on water with me,"
my first response is to look behind me,
hoping he is talking to someone else back there.

Then I try,
"But, Lord, I've not had any experience at that.
Aquatics isn't my thing!"

Or, “But, Lord, I’m a woman.
Are you sure it’s theologically correct for me to do that'*"

in the face of his quiet, repeated, “Come”, it's honesty ti
"Lord, I'm scared."

once I was scared of diving.
So l got some friends to push me into the water
Until I realised that fear was unnecessary.
Then I could dive.

“Lord, do you think you could get into the boat behind me
And give me a push?
Once I'm out there, walking with you,
I know I'll be all right!”

might even be exciting!

—Fay Christensen
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Without a crucifixion there is
no resurrection.

—Stuart Briscoe

Money talks ... It says goodbye.
★★★★★

During an army war game a Commanding
Officer's jeep was stuck in the mud. The CO
saw soldiers lounging nearby and asked
them to help get the jeep out of the mud.
“Sorry, sir” said one of the soldiers, “but
we've been classified dead and the umpire
said we couldn't contribute in any way."
The CO turned to his driver and said, “Go
drag a couple of those dead bodies over
here and throw them under the wheels to
give us some traction."

★★★★★
General: “Now, Private, if you stood with
your back to the north and your face to the
south, what would be on your left hand?"
Private: “Fingers.”

★★★★★
The young recruit turned up his nose at the
Army stew and complained to the mess
sergeant, “Don't I have any choice here?"
"Certainly," replied the sergeant, “take it or
leave it."

★★★★★
What do they do with the church flowers after
Sunday services?
They take them to the people who aresick
after the sermons.

★★★★★
A child was writing the memory verse for the
day on the blackboard: “Do one to others as
others do one to you."

★★★★★
Sunday School teacher: “What must you do
to receive the forgiveness of sin?"
Pupil: “Sin."

★★★★★
A patient with a pain in the side went to see
a doctor. The patient was told it was appen­
dicitis and they must have an operation. The
patient decided to get another doctor’s opin­
ion. The second doctor told the patient that it
was heart trouble. The patient commented:
“I’m going back to the first doctor. I'd rather
have appendicitis."
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