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Guest Editorial

John Somerville

3.

4.

5.

6.

Six sided Chris­
tians manage to
have something
of every thing, but
even the most bal­
anced of them
look lopsided to
those who build
their cube a dif­
ferent way."

I grew up in the
days when the
YMCA motto
was based on
Luke 2:52: "Jesus
increased in stat­
ure and wisdom
and in favour
with God and
people". We
spoke of provid­
ing a program to
meet the physical,
emotional, spir­
itual and social
needs of people.

It was a four-square program. I find it a
new challenge to consider life with two
moredimensions to live with and develop!

There are some who leave out all to­
gether one or other of the six dimensions,
or are so committed to one dimension that
they do not allow themselves to develop in
all six areas of life. It is something we need
to watch.

Meanwhile, we should rejoice in the fact
that some of our sisters and brothers expe­
rience life in Christ with a different bal­
ance from us. We do not need to impose
our form of religious experience on others,
but rather encourage each in the task of
being Christian.

As Hapgood says: "The permutations
are endless, which is why there is no one
simple answer to the question 'What is a
Christian?'"

May God be with you, and fill you with
the Spirit to enable you to become a six
sided Christian, serving Christ in today's
Australian society. May you also appreci­
ate the way the Spirit forms and shapes
your brothers and sisters in Christ, with
whom we are seeking to do the will of God.
John Somerville, an "eclectic
bibliophile" (librarian-chaplain), Ilves
with Margaret (Family Day Care pro­
vider), Robyn (OccupatlonalTherapist)
and Susan (teacher); six sided Chris­
tians and members at Wembley
Downs, WA, church.

n think of my-
I self as an
□ "eclectic
bibliophile" in the
sense that I am,
among other
things, an avid
reader in a wide
variety of sub­
jects. My reading
allows me to
share the perspec­
tive of many of
God's people,
from which I have
been greatly en­
riched in my un­
derstanding of
life. Among
books read in re­
cent days is Con­
fessions of a Con­
servative Liberal by
John Hapgood
(SPCK1988). This
is a collection of
occasional pieces, including letters from
the Archbishop of York to his people on
aspects of Christian faith.

One letter suggested that there are six
dimensions to being a Christian. A sermon
in 1985 included this passage: "an intellec­
tual dimension certainly, but also large
components of feeling, deep rooted sym­
bolism, stories which echo in the subcon­
scious. Then there is the ethical dimension
and the social one; the realm of ritual ac­
tion, public and private, and those inner
experiences which differ so startlingly from
one person to another."

Christian commitment to Christ is a
mixture of the following ingredients:
1. An intellectual response to the world

and people whom we encounter;
An emotional response to the world
and people whom we encounter;
An imaginative response involving a
person in worship and ritual;
An ethical response demanding respon­
sible attitudes and behaviour;
An involvement in the community life
of the church;
An intense individual and personal
experience of the living God.

John Hapgood says: "All six dimensions
belong together, like the six faces of a cube.
But different individuals and different tra­
ditions pu t the emphasis in different places.
This is why Christianity is such a marvel­
lously complex and varied phenomenon.
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Healing, Personal, Practical

Dayna, Eugenie, Russ, Leigh and Ben Wesley

How does one assess healing
when it comes to transplant
surgery? I guess you could say
healing has reached a pinnacle
when after a heart transplant
four years ago the recipient has
been selected to represent Aus­
tralia in the IX World Trans­
plant Games to be held in Van­
couver, Canada commencing 4
July.

Russ Wesley, a Churches of
Christ minister and full-time
Chaplain at Geelong High
School, has been selected to
represent Australia in cycling
(20 km road race), athletics (200
and 400 meters) and badmin­
ton (singles and doubles).

Australia is sending a team
of 63 to the Games where over
26 countries and 2500 athletes,
all who have had either a hea rt,
heart/lung, liver, kidney or
pancreas transplant, will be
competing in all Olympic
sports, with times close to
world standards.

Russ writes: "On a personal
level this is more than just a trip 

to do with sport—it is to do
with faith and opportunity.
Just prior to my transplant, I
made a commitment in prayer
"that if God should grant me
an extension of life I would use
all opportunitiesGod provided
to share my faith and testi­
mony". Many such opportuni­
ties have come my way, espe­
cially to secular groups and
people living without faith. In
Canada I will also be sharing
with members of our Disciples
Church, and no doubt many
athletes during the Games. God
keeps his promises, and indeed
holds us to promises we make
that are in line with his will!

On a practical level, I want to
say thank you to the Churches
ofChristand theircaringmem-
bers that have made my goal of
raising half the sponsorship
required from a Christian base
become a reality.

In total, over $1500 has come ;
in sponsorship from the |
BellarinePeninsula,Belmont, ;
Boronia, Frankston, Geelong

MDelmf Tome aft
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Now comes the hard part
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• A model of the proposed new buildings at Maitland

It is building time for the
Maitland, NSW, church. After
a number of years planning and
researching alternative types of
buildings, we are near to "dig­
ging dirt". A final choice is be­
tween concrete tilt slab and
light weight concrete brick con­
struction. Price and speed of
building are the two major fac­
tors that will influence the final
decision.

One of the great things that
has happened is that the Taxa­
tion Office has granted us a tax
deductibility number as we
qualify as a Christian Educa­
tion complex. This has taken us
five years of planning and
working to achieve. As we
make the final arrangements
for financing our building there
may be those who might like to
make a tax deductible gift to
the work here. This should be
made out to the Maitland
Church of Christ School Build­
ing Fund. The address is The
Finance Committee, Church of
Christ, PO Box 88, East
Maitland 2323.

The building design was cre­
ated by Bill Watson, architect
and member of the Northside
church, Sydney. It will allow
us to exercise our teaching and
welfare ministry as well as our
worship services without in­
truding upon each other.

The church in Maitland was
commenced in 1980 through

East, Greensborough, Hamil­
ton, La Trobe Terrace, Mani­
fold Heights, Mulgrave,
Norlane, Nunawading and
Victor Harbor churches," 

the foresight of the Mayfield
church under the then ministry
of Max Hall. The associate min­
ister at that time, Ray Hawkins,
was commissioned to be the
pastor/teacher of the new work
which has grown from the
origina!27 members.Themom-
ing service is now averaging
165 in a building designed for
175.

Pastoral care and teaching,
through its various classes, is
still our main priority', although
growth requires a building to
allow it to meet an ever widen­
ing need.

At present we meet in hired
premises for Sunday services
and use other buildings for our
mid-week programs.

We have just entered into an
arrangement with the NSW
Community Care Department
to place a marriage and indi­
vidual counsellor in association
with the church. At the mo­
ment this will be situated in an
office in the Nursing Home
until we complete our build­
ing.

The church has set its minis­
try goals and defined its mis­
sion. It has secured much of the
internal furnishings and has
refined its building needs.

The location of our building I
is in a strategic part of the city ;
and will give us great visibility
and accessibility. The church
has handled the frustrations of
delays and research and uncer­
tainties with tremendous pa- '
Hence and faith. It is now faced I
with the next test to its charac- .
ter and faith. Now comes the

i hard part.
—Ray Hawkins
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People needed to help

Every year more than 2,500
"volunteer" households pro­
vide temporary homes to 6,000
Victorian kids who, for a short
period of time, must live apart
from their families. Victoria
urgently needs to increase its
number of "volunteer" house­
holds, also known as care giv­
ers or homesharers, in order to
meet the number of agency re­
ferrals received. Homesharers
are the key ingredient of a
number of Victorian home­
based care services that enable
children and young people to
retain their normal lifestyles in
their local communities—at­
tending school or work, pursu­
ing their outside interests, and
seeing their friends and family.
Without homesharers, home­
based care services would be
unable to meet the temporary
accommodation needs of chil­
dren, adolescents and families
in their areas.

The Homesharer's Informa­
tion Project, based at the Chil­
dren's Welfare Association of
Victoria Inc. (CWAV), recently
conducted a survey among 

services providing home-based
care in Victoria which revealed
that, on a state wide average,
for every 15 kids accommo­
dated, approximately five were
unable to be helped.

As a result, the Homesharer's
Information Project will con­
duct an awareness, education
and recruitment drive to en­
courage more Victorians to be­
come homesharers. It is hoped
that the campaign will high­
light the need for more
homesharers and break down
some of the barriers associated 

with providing temporary care
and support for kids.

People from all walks of life
are needed to volunteer as
homesharers. Almost any re­
sponsible person can become a
homesharer as people are not
excluded on the basis of age,
relationship status, or whether
they have children of their own.

"We're certainly not looking
for super people or saints. Vir­
tually any person who has an
interest in children or young
people and is willing to share
their home and provide care
and support can become a
homesharer. There's no special
prerequisites." said Janet
Murphy.

"Homesharing is not neces­
sarily a full-time commitment.
Homesharers can choose the
contribution they can afford to
fit in with their lifestyle—a day,
a weekend, a week—anything
up to two years depending on
the individual situation of the
homesharer, child or young
person, and his or her family,"
she said.

The 70 home-based care
agencies in Victoria need more
homesharers to provide tem­
porary care, regular relief care,
or emergency care for children
from birth to 17 years, for spe­
cial needs children with a de­
velopmental delay or intellec­
tual disability, and for adoles­
cents between 12-18 years who
are homeless or at risk of being
homeless. Homesharers are re­
imbursed from $55.50-135 per
week depending on the age of
the child.

"Homesharing is a proven
strategy for preventing youth
homelessness, institutionalisa­
tion and family breakdown," 

The Need Continues
At Kensington the need for intercession and
practical expressions of support continue.
Mike Esbensen and the leadership team
appreciate the commitment of many friends
to their ministry. Your help is needed now.
Department of Mission,
Education and Development
77 Capel St, West Melbourne 3003.

said Janet Murphy. "If s really
about people helping people
Homesharers support kids and
their families through difficult
times".

People interested in home­
sharing can make contact
through their state contacts:
Victoria—Children's Welfare
Association of Victoria Inc,
phone (008) 013 088; New
South Wales—Bonita Evans,
Open House, phone (047) 51
3105; ACT—Jenny Kitchen,
Bernardos Australia, phone
(06) 241 5466; Queensland—
Katie Clemson, Child, Adoles­
cent and Family Welfare Asso­
ciation of Queensland, phone
(07) 839 1150; South Aus­
tralia—Emergency Foster Care,
phone (08) 364 4063; Tasma­
nia—Lyn McLeavy, Depart­
ment of Community Services,
phone (002) 33 8629; Western
Australia—Western Australia
Foster Care, phone (09) 388
1911; Northern Territory—NT
Health & Community Services
Department Adoptions & Sub­
stitute Care Unit, Ian Butt,
phone (089) 22 7077.

Help Maitland Build

Donations towards this project
are tax deductible

Any donations will assist this
growing congregation

Send donations to:
Maitland Church of Christ School

Building Fund
The Finance Committee
Church of Christ
PO Box 08
East Maitland 2323

4 (200) The Australian Christian 5 June 1993



Mews

L@giosDa-£S©[rD

@Gw@Ow
Knowing our rights and
responsibilities
The Federal Government has
recently passed legislation to
overhaul and streamline the
sales tax system with a view to
reducing complications and
anomalies.

Churches and religious in­
stitutions are affected by the
changes and need to be aware
of their responsibilities and ex­
emptions available under the
legislation. Some of the major
changes include:

New Exemption Declaration
forms must now be provided
to suppliers of goods in order
to claim sales tax exemption
instead of the previous Certifi­
cate "A" declarations.

The relevan t exemption item
numbers have been changed
and new item numbers must
be quoted to obtain exemption.

Exemption can now be
claimed for goods used mainly
(more than 50%) for the pur­
poses of church services or reli­
gious devotion. From 1 July,
belated quoting of exemption
declarations will not be ac­
cepted and no refunds of sales
tax will be available from ei­
ther the supplier or Taxation
Office. Heavy penalties apply
to persons, whether intention­
ally or otherwise, incorrectly
quoting an exemption declara­
tion to obtain goods tax free.

The onus is on churches and
religious institutions to be
aware of their sales tax respon­
sibilities and determine
whether or not goods can be
purchased sales tax free.

To assist churches and reli­
gious institutions in coming to
terms with how sales tax af­
fects them, Saward Dawson
Wright, Chartered Account­
ants, has prepared a compre­
hensive and practicalSnles Tax
Guide for Churches. A free copy
is available by contacting
Megan at Saward Dawson
Wright on (03) 898 9531.

(Mow®
Happenings around
Australia

® Avon Moyle

The 1993 Federal Aborigines
Board deputation team, lead
by Avon and Deslee Moyle,
were in New South Wales vis­
iting churches during March.
They voted it a busy, but worth­
while, trip.
Dennis and Wilma Jetta, for­
merly of Mooroopna, Vic, have
settled in well at Katanning,
WA. They were inducted into
the church there on 7 February,
and have been extremely busy
since, with their involvement
in a gospel concert and Easter
Convention.
They have moved into a
Homeswest house and have a
reliable vehicle for use in the
work in the Great Southern re­
gion. Both Dennis and Wilma
intend to commence part-time
courses at the Perth Bible Col­
lege.

The Hedland Aboriginal
Fellowship is under the guid­
ance of Sonny and Frances
Graham. Services are still be­
ing held in the Anglican
Church, but as plans for their
own building are now being
considered, they are hoping
that work will begin shortly.

At Carnarvon Christian
Centre in March, new pastor
Kevin O'Brien and his wife

BUCKINGHAM
MEMORIAL CENTRE

Self-catering camp site
38 Lockwood Road,

Belgrave Heights
/Xccommodadon for 60
Large recreational hall

Low tariff
Small groups welcome

Enquiries: Jack Edwards
(03) 568 1825

©oirDs" Brigade
EellalSirates HOT Yeairs
world-wide celebrations
Following the industrial revo­
lution, there was a great need
to provide stimulating activi­
ties for young people. Consid­
ering the culture of the day, it is
understandable that Boys' Bri­
gade began first and then, in
1893, the first Girls' Brigade
company commenced in Ire­
land.

The idea soon caught on, but
slightly different names were
used. In Scotland, it was called
The Girls' Guildry and The
Girls' Life Brigade in England.
As people began to travel, com­
panies formed in most parts of
the world. The aims of each of
these organisations were so
similar that a combined confer­
ence in 1965 agreed to amalga­
mation under the banner of The
Girls' Brigade.

In this technological age, pro­
viding a program which is in­
teresting and relevant to youth
is a tremendous challenge to

Jillian and the 18 month old
twins were welcomed.

Marceil Lawrence, of
Albury North, was a popular
speaker for the Aborigines Mis­
sion Department during their
focus time at Vic-Tas Confer­
ence. —Betty Bantow

• National Commissioner,
Mrs Helen Stafford

the dedicated leaders. A world­
wide membership of 170,000 in
over 50 countries (14,000 in
Australia) attests to its success.

The aim of Girls' Brigade is
to help girls to become follow­
ers of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The spiritual, social, educa­
tional and physical program
encourages girls to five well
balanced and meaningful
Christian lives. Companies are
an integral part of churches in
all mainline denominations.

Further information may be
obtained through Girls' Bri­
gade State Offices or from the
National Secretary, PO Box
293, Strathfield 2135.

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 22 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 2721600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515
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Conference was at its best
with the over 2500 capacity at­
tendance at the World Congress
Centre. It was a marvellous cel­
ebration of faith involving chil­
dren, youth and adults in a
multi-cultural and challenging
night—witnessing to tire theme
of Jesus Christ as the Light of
the World.

Particular appreciation is
expressed to Alison Pitt and
Frazer Wo o d-B urgess from the
Doncaster church for their ex­
cellent production of the wor­
ship event. It involved over 150
different people in numerous
facets of production and pres­
entation and enabled the con­
gregation to worship and com­
mune in a contemporary and
meaningful way. It will long be
remembered for the quality of
its creativity and content in
sharing the challenge of the
faith.

Highly successful Youth and
CWF Conferences and events,
held prior to the weekend, con-
tributed to a sense that
Churches of Christ in Victoria
and Tasmania are seeking to
address some contemporary
cultural needs with vitality and
a effective presentation of the
faith. However, we are chal­
lenged by the wide gaps be­
tween what was an outstand­
ing Conference and the reali­
ties of much of our society. To
become the church which is
truly relevant to society, we will
need to develop a much deeper
sense of mission with numer­
ous other sectors of our cul­
ture. The wide cultural and so­
cial diversity of Australia, and
Victoria and Tasmania is not
represented fully in our
churches. We recognise, in hu­
mility, that we have a long way

Despite widespread media at­
tention on the perceived
growth of Christian fundamen­
talism, the National Church
Life Survey (NCLS) has re­
vealed that most Protestant
churchgoers are more likely to
hold a moderate view of the
Bible.

Some 68% believe that the
Bible is God's word, but 47%
believe it should be read in the
context of its times, whilst only
21% believe it should be read
literally. A further 29% believe
the Bible to be a valuable book
with much to teach them.

These are some of the latest
results from the NCLS which
questioned 310,000 attenders
from 19 Protestant denomina­
tions in 1991.

According to project direc­
tor, Dr Peter Kaldor, "One sig­
nificant factor has been the
growth of the charismatic
movement in the churches in
Australia—churches which
have a strong emphasis on the
Holy Spirit seen in healings and
speaking in tongues. We see
this in the growth of Pentecos­
tal churches but also in changes
in all denominations."

The NCLS revealed that 37%
of all attenders approve of
Christians speaking in tongues
while a further 32% had no
opinion. Some 31% disap­
proved.

"Most attenders are choos­
ing the middle ground when it
comes to questions of belief,"
Dr Kaldor said.

"What was true in attitudes
to the Bible is also reflected in
other questions of belief. For
instance when asked whether
they would rather join a con­
gregation focused on evange­
lism or social concern most
attenders (53%) opted for con­
gregations that incorporated
both." NCLS researcher, Ruth
Powell, said generational dif­
ferences had an impact on the
shape of belief.

"Compared to those under
50 years of age, older people
are more likely to have a liberal
view of the Bible. If they have
an opinion, they are more likely
to disapprove of speaking in
tongues. In contrast, attenders
in their 20s and 40s display an
openness to speaking in
tongues ... If these differences
are generational then patterns
of belief in the church of tomor­
row may be significantly dif­
ferent to what exists today."

Vic-Tas
Conference
The challenge and
celebration of faith
The Victorian-Tasmanian An­
nual Conference has been
judged one of the best for many
years. Morale was high, capac­
ity attendances were well in
excess of normal, and business
was debated with clarity, and
intent. Worship was celebrative
and alive.

Each component of Confer­
ence reflected the enthusiasm
for the future as Churches of
Christ adjust to fulfilling the
vision of being a dynamic and
contemporary movement, im­
plementing New Testament
Christianity in ways which
make sense to contemporary
Australians.

The Presidents' Reception,
hosted by George Warren and
Glenys Reaby, was well at­
tended, and reflected themood
of friends enjoying each oth­
er's company in the context of
Churches of Christ and a shar­
ing of faith.

The Saturday business ses­
sions enabled wide participa­
tion in the discussion of issues
and debate, and those present
caught the impression that
Churches of Christ have a lot to
offer and are serious about en­
gaging in contemporary mis­
sion. A highlight was the par­
ticipation of members of the
Albury Koori congregation in
a focus on strategic issues im­
plied in our partnership with
Aboriginal Christians. The hos­
pitality of the Nunawading
church for these sessions was
particularly appreciated.

Results from the National Church Life survey

New competition
We have had several queries
lately regarding the meaning
of the national Churches of
Christ logo. One or two sug­
gestions were made by those
contacting us. ,

We have decided to award
the prize of a book to the most
fanciful interpretation of t e 

by 24 July. ,
The winning entry will

published in the issue of 7 AU
gust along with the official e
planation of the logo.

Entries should be sentto
Australia Christian, FO 0
101, Essendon North 3041
faxed to (03) 379 0015.

Les Lawlor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—“white ants—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
 Phone (08) 43 9636

to go to become the reality of
our vision.

—Ian Allsop

6 (202) The Australian Christian 5Junel993
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Highlight of the year's activities

o Parade of banners from the churches

South Australian Conference
held its annual conference dur­
ing the first week in May.

The conference, in a desire to
change the emphasis from
structure to relationships, de­
veloped a convention which
ran over a week and involved
the whole range of churches
and ages.

First in the program was a
Youth Spectacularon 30 April,
which filled the Blackwood 

w w©maffD"s
Conference
26 March was an exciting day
as 150 from metropolitan and
country churches gathered to
enjoy the 88th Women's Aux­
iliary Conference.

The day was chaired by Mrs
Elma Ewers, because there was
no President this year.

The theme "Love Gives" was
brought through messages in
song and from speakers, Mrs
Laura Manning, Mrs Robyn
Spence and Peter Clayton.

A very important aspect was
the presentation and adoption
of the new restructured Con­
stitution. We are now to be
known as WA Churches of
Christ Women's Ministries.

New President, Mrs Shirley
Burton was inducted by her
mother Mrs Elma Ewers who
read from Ephesians and then
passed on to Shirley a text that

church with an enthusiastic
crowd who found out that be­
ing Christian is cool. Contem­
porary music, a high level of
involvement, and good plan­
ning made the night a good
starter for Convention.

Convention continued on the
following Monday with the
men's dinner at Marion.
Richard Lawton encouraged
the men with the theme of "Be­
ing a Man".

was given to her by her mother,
Mrs Elliott, when she was
President, taken from Isaiah
41:13 "For I am the Lord your
God who takes hold of your
right hand and says to you,
"Do not fear I will help you.""
She responded and gave her
text for the coming year "Reach­
ing out in Ministry", based onl
Peter 4:11.

An hour of music and song
arranged by Mrs Roma
Armstrong brought the day to
a close.
Office Bearers for 1993/94:

President Mrs Shirley
Burton, Secretary Mrs Betty
Mcllwraith, Treasurer Mrs
Bronwyn Patterson, Outreach
Coordinator Mrs Betty Sewell,
Editor Mrs Elsie Taylor, and
Mrs Beth Smyth.

—B. Mcllwraith (Secretary)

Tuesday was Reunion Day
when those with 45 years or
more service with Churches of
Christ were invited to Grote
Street to enjoy lunch together,
to sing some of the great old
songs (led by Maureen and
Adrian Clark), to hear and see
some of the work of Retirement
Services and to indulge in sen­
iors aerobics.

Wednesday evening saw an
innovation. The program, held
at Brooklyn Park, was de­
signed for married mums with
families. After dessert and cof­
fee 120 women (and threebrave
men) got actively involved in
"putting the fun back into mar­
riage" and in finding out how
"teenagers cope with parents".

Thursday morning saw the
more traditional location for
women's day at Grote Street,
but with a varied and exciting
program where the women
were encouraged to become
involved with Christian com­
munity care, to find out how
FAB is working amongst Abo­
riginal people and to hear how
one of our smaller churches
(Milang) is tackling a very suc­
cessful kids club.

Friday's ministers' lunch at
Brighton was an opportunity
for those well known in the
state and for those new in the
ministry to get to know each
other over a barbie. Ministers
were particularly pleased to
welcome Keith Horne and
Anne Mitchell, both recover­
ing from major surgery.

Friday night and Saturday
morning saw a new style of
information and business ses­
sions. Each workgroup of Con­
ference presented a display
which not only described past 

activities, but looked towards
the future. Drama, sketches,
music, film and slides were all
used to help delegates under­
stand that State Board, through
its work groups, is active in a
whole range of, sometimes
new, areas. Friday evening's
program commenced with a
parade of banners from the
churches. Many of these ban­
ners were made especially for
Convention.

Convention reached its cli­
max with Saturday night's cel­
ebration. Performers (all home
grown) presented a spectacu­
lar festival of talent and praise.
Theprogram was arranged and
presented by John Mathieson.
Items ranged from a contem­
porary rock expression of faith,
through musical items, (includ­
ing a stunning performance
from Magill's "Vision") to Vic­
tor Harbor's traditional, but top
quality, church choir. Drama,
enthusiastic singing and instru­
mental items all made up the
night.

At the Thursday, Friday and
Saturday meetings, Kevin
Ward, (Bible College of New
Zealand) presented "spots"
and major messages on the
theme of "Chosen to Go", plac­
ing particular emphasis on the
need for the church to be rel­
evant and real to the communi­
ties which it seeks to serve.

During the conference a ex­
quisite set of embroidered wall
hangings was dedicated. These
panels, which will hang in the
North Adelaide conference of­
fice, were created by Glenda
Lawrie (Magill) as a continu­
ing reminder of the work and
commitment of women in
South Australian churches.

Overseas Mission I
(Vic-Tas Committee) “

Annual Rally |
Sunday 11 July 3pm

Hartwell Church of Christ

Guest Speaker: Pastor Benjamin Tiwari |
From Daund, India I
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pression that if a man is ac­
cused of sexual harassment his
reaction is to wonder how he
could possibly have been ac­
cused of such a thing, and that
any such accusation is unfair.
He does not have the courage
to ask what it was that he said
or did that caused the woman
to be offended. Is he suggest­
ing that women do not have a
right to speak up about behav­
iour that makes them feel un­
comfortable? If women are not
able to speak for themselves,
what does this say about the
value we place on women if
they are not allowed to have
their voice? As a mother of a
daughter and a grandmother
of several grand-daughters I
not only represent my own gen­
eration, but speak on behalf of
succeeding generations. I ad­
mire Community Care for hav­

Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to
200 words

Encouragement
To the Editor,
What a joy it was to read

about the Seaford Ecumenical
Mission ("AC" 8 May). The
enthusiasm of our South Aus­
tralian friends in their involve­
ment with other Christians in
the area is encouraging to all of
us. Rick and Bev Sercombe, may
God continue to bless you and
all of those who meet with you
as you work for the Lord in
Seaford Heights.

—Joan Pye
(Richmond, Vic)

Cooperation
To the Editor,
For quite some time I have

been concerned with our in­
ability as churches to become
real partners in the Gospel. By
that I mean, it appears that
smaller churches are disadvan­
taged when it comes to having
some of the resources that
would enable them to cope with
work in areas where there are
real financial strictures that pro-
hibit development and
outreach, and may finally lead
to death. We glory in what we
describe as freedom, or con­
gregational independence. It
may have some very real ad­
vantages, but may not lead to
outreach.

At one time I challenged a
congregation which had no
indebtedness to take out a loan
and provide that to another
congregation in order for them
to proceed in a different dis­
trict. And so it happened. But I
see more than a congregation
to congregation provision,
rather thechurches at large pro­
viding resources for the weaker
and needy congregations to
maintain their work and
outreach and move into a fu­
ture that otherwise may not be
possible. This is one area where
congregational independence
is at fault. Departments may do
some things, but forget the
smaller groups for whom on­
going ministry demands more
resources and aid as part of our
total stewardship. In part, the
location of some of our "best"
ministers in congregations. 
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needing their help would be
part of this movement.

—Bruce Bum
(Morwell, Vic)

Beyond What is
Written

To the Editor,
Like Geoff Keeler ("AC" 8

May) I also read Doug
Fergusson's "Comment"
("AC" 3 April), but with a dif­
ferent reaction. My own feel­
ing was one of surprise that
such an illogical and contradic­
tory article should somehow
have slipped under the Editor's
guard.

The article was illogical in
that it began with the astonish­
ing declaration that a passage
from the ancient book of Dan-
ielspedfically indicates thatwe,
today, are living in the "last
days"; and Doug endeavoured
to support this by quotations
from slightly less ancient writ­
ings (Paul's).

Having now committed him­
self to this extreme piece of in­
terpretative speculation he con­
cludes his article with a stem
warning against doing that
very thing." "Do not", he says,
"distort the truth by going be­
yond what is actually written."

I think Doug would have
been wise to have ignored
Geoffs "apostrophe", and to
have allowed his curious arti­
cle to disappear into its de­
served oblivion.

—H. Perry Head
(Rye, Vic)

Lost Hope of Unity?
To the Editor,
The Guest Editorial of 22 May

raises some questions. Why
should some "have lost any
hope of unity" when the ecu­
menical movement is alive and
well in Australia today? What
is meant by "essentials of the
gospel of Christ"? Surely those
"essentials" are that one ac­
knowledges Jesus Christ as
God's Son, who died for our
sins to make us acceptable to
God. I never yet met a Chris­
tian from another denomina­
tion who did not believe that.

Norm Flett sees a need for
restoration in our churches and
gives three examples: restora-

| tion to holy living, to godly 

leadership and to discipleship.
Are other churches holier than
we are? If not, how does such
deficiency in our holiness
hinder Christian unity? Every
church would agree that such
restoration is desirable.

It is suggested that there are
other necessary restoration
points. Maybe the key to lack of
unity is in these. Or is it that
some have developed theirown
idea of what comprises essen­
tials of the gospel? If so, I ask
them to examine themselves.
Perhaps the reason for lack of
unity lies with the very people
who lament it. —Joan W Pye

(Secretary, Department of
Christian Union)

Letters from Tertius

Sexual Harassment
To the Editor,
John Alderson in his letter

("AC" 22 May) gives the im­

it was again in Acts 12. But the bit that came as alive as a TV movie
was Peter's arrival at Mary's house. There was a prayer meeting
for him going on. The prayers were no doubt very earnest and the
atmosphere highly charged, for their beloved leader was in
danger of death. Already Herod had slaughtered one apostle and
Peter was next on the hit list.

Then came a knock on the door. What a nuisance! Somebody at
the door when they were busy praying! "Rhoda, go and see who
it is!" And it was Peter. Rhoda was so excited that she left him
standing there with the "local gestapo" just down the road. No
wonder Peter "continued knocking".

So Rhoda burst in and interrupted the prayer meeting, to every
one's annoyance. Surely even servant girls should know that you
don'tinterruptprayermeetings!Sheexcitedly announced Peter's

presence at the door and that their prayers had been answere •
But of course it was impossible. After all they had just starte
praying and you couldn't expect God to get on to the job t a
quickly. They called her mad. They said that it must have bee
Peter's ghost. But there was a sound of distant knocking. An
surprise, surprise, Peter was there!

As far as praying is concerned I've always been a real arna.t^?’
But the new look Peter story left me wondering if there would
more Peters knocking on doors in the middle of the night i w
really expected God to answer our prayers in seemingly hope*e
situations.

__Terbus

Surprise! Surprise!
To the Editor,

Isn't it strange how Bible stories you've heard dozens of times
suddenly leap out at you with new meaning!

My wife and I have been going through Acts for our bedtime
readings. If s exciting stuff and I haven't nodded off once since we
started.
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ing the courage to speak up for
the women who are not able to
speak up for themselves.

—Valerie Bush
(Greensborough, Vic)

Violent Towards Men
To the Editor,
I too, abhor violence of any

kind but I believe that Naming
Violence Against Women is itself
violent towards men.

It makes statements of "fact"
without any substantiation eg
"a range of (sexual) behaviours
and practices (against women)
which are common in our
church community".

Again, sexual violence result­
ing in a "shattering image of
church and church people".
Surely this is untrue.

Then it infers that all males
are potentially sexually violent,
which is a totally unacceptable
claim.

Perhaps the most violentsce-
nario is the laying of complaints
which could be on the basis of:
a man is thought to be hover­
ing around and this is felt to be
uncomfortable and annoying;
a physical contact is thought to
be deliberate and provocative;
a compliment or a smile is
thought to be a message of im­
proper intent.

It is not only men who may
be in the wrong in these cases,
but there is also the possibility
of false witness, foolishness,
and vindictive claims for one
reason or another, which would
reduce the church family to a
shambles.

Isn't it strange that women
have been working so hard,
using the anti-discrimination
legislation where possible, to
get into those clubs, associa­
tions and confines, previously
designated "men only"? Now
they want to throw men out of
the church or let them remain
under sufferance and suspi­
cion.

Is this what women really
want?

Let us hear it from the
broader membership of
women.

Perhaps also, from the min­
isters, who apparently have had
this book for some time.

—Colin R Johnson
(Preston, Vic)

Letters to the Editor

Corresponding College
To the Editor,
The whole question of train­

ing for Christian service (Bruce
Bum's letter 22 May) is dear to
the heart for staff at Pacific
College. We believe that every
Christian is called to minister—
whether paid or not, whether
full or part-time.

Therefore, we see great value
in God's people improving
their ministry skills by formal
training mixed with practical
experience. Correspondence
study allows students to stay at
home—learning the theory
while putting it into practice
within their home church and
community.

Pacific College was estab­
lished to meet the needs ex­
pressed in Bruce Burn's letter.
As a correspondence college it
reduces the need for a prolif­
eration of smaller colleges that
he was concerned about. It pro­
vides quality degree training
up to doctoral level, as well as
simpler certificate and diploma
level study. It is non-denomi-
national and evangelical.

—David J. Chambers
(Principal, Pacific College

of Graduate Studies,
PO Box 475, Glenroy 3046 )

The Good Pagan
To the Editor,

The Bible tells us: "Judgenot,
that you be not judged."

When Professor Fred Hol­
lows was described as the
"good pagan" by Ken Dawson
in his Letter to the Editor ("AC"
22 May), I saw red.

Professor Hollows was my
eye specialist for five years; and
he saved me from going blind;
following neglect of another
specialist.

I have great respect and love
for this brilliant human being;
who brought sight to many

Ink’n’lmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street
Mitcham 3132

Phone and Fax:
(03) 874 8101

thousands of people in many
countries, including our own.

On my very first visit to him
he used a four letter word that
offended me (it was regarding
the other doctor's neglect) and
I told him that was not nice.
From that time on he never said
anything out of place to me.

When he asked me what I
used my sight for I said, "driv­
ing, craft, and playing the or­
gan for my church". "What
church is that", he inquired.
"The Church of Christ at Hurs t-
ville", was my reply. "Well then
we had better make sure, that
we fix this problem, for I used
to belong to that mob, way back
in New Zealand." He told me
of his early days and asked if I
knew Gordon Stirling. When I
told him yes I did; he told me
how he loved that man and
why; I guess you would know
his reasons.

When he became ill and was
diagnosed as having terminal
cancer; I told him, that my hus­
band (who was also a patient of 

his) and I would pray for him
and that I would ask our church
to also pray for him. He patted
my shoulder and said, "Thank
you Nancy, I would really ap­
preciate that". From then on
until he died, we had prayer on
his behalf. He always asked me
to keep up the good work
(prayer) and always enjoyed
getting any of our church pa­
pers that mentioned him.

To observe the Professor in
his clinic, attending the old
Aboriginal people and chil­
dren, would warm anyone's
heart. He showed so much
empathy and kindness; that
surely must have been a God
given gift.

At his funeral service which
I attended, the Uniting Church
minister gave a eulogy, and told
how Fred had at last came to
grips, once more, acknowledg­
ing, that God was all powerful
and his Creator. I do hope that
Gordon Stirling, has his reply.

—Nancy Souness
(Hurs tville, NSW)
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Media Review

Books
sanctuary
by Lorraine Murphy
(Albatross Book) $6.95.

The main character is
Jennifer Morrison, "a
huge bulk", "a failure",
unloved and contem­
plating suicide. "Five
steps down into the
warm, salty Sea of
Cortez ...the dark wa­
ters closing in ... Easy
... no blood or pain like
the other times... sanc­
tuary ... sanctuary". So
the novel begins, full of
doom and gloom, but
that same cold empty
world that Jennifer
faced in her fantasy
world is the same that
thousands of young
people face every day.

With that in mind, I
read on. How would
theauthordeal with the 

tragic issue of suicide? What could she offer to a young person
contemplating suicide? These questions will be answered when
you read the novel which is what I would call "a page turner",
with a free flowing, readable text.

The yacht she was on explodes, killing everyone on board
except, so it seems, Jennifer. However, Jennifer finds that she is
the only fit person out of three who made it to the island. She,
therefore, has to care for their needs if they are to ha ve any chance
of survival.

of stories, observations and some humour enable the reader can
see light in today's tunnels. He refers to "the piranha hour"
occurring at about 6 pm daily, when every one wants a piece of
Mum.

He emphasises the true humanity of Jesus, who identifies with
our pressures because he has been there. He highlights Jesus'
revelation of God. God who came in Christ to live in this pressure-
cooker world.

The chapters are made up mainly of short sections so that busy
people can take it up, read it, and put down again. There is a study
guide for individuals or for small groups.

Max Lucado is minister of the Oak Hills church, San Antonio,
USA. (I was interested to see in his "Notes" a reference to a
commentary by J.W. McGarvey)

—GRS

201 Great Questions
compiled by Jerry D. Jones (Minstrel-Kingsway) $6.95.

These 201 questions cover all aspects of life and experience, and
are designed to stimulate thinking.

There are no answers, just questions. They can be used by
individuals who do not mind having their minds stretched. They
can be used in small groups, with people of any age. Perhaps the
best way to use them in groups is to have several of the questions
on a chalk-board, with members writing their own answers and
then sharing what they have written.

They could be used as conversation starters at "house parties"
or at church and life nights. If churches still had Sunday night
question boxes, there are a few "beauties" to confound preachers.

Here are a few of the questions: "If God put you in charge of
creating heaven what would it look like?" "Is it ever OK to waste
time?" "What is your definition of success?" "How would you
explain the meaning of love to a child?" "What question would
you most like to ask God?"

A very useful book, especially for ministers and leaders with a
bit of imagination about how to use questions.

Jennifer learns to cry again, to put other people's needs before

5 June

her own. She discovers God again through memories of what her
Grandmother taught her as a little girl, finding peace in those
thoughts, but terror lurks, will her newly found hope be enough
to sustain her? You'll have to read it to discover Jennifer's fate.

I have one negative criticism, however. Comments are made
about Jennifer's "huge bulk" or "she's so fat it's obscene", etc.
Surely one's size is irrelevant to God and to what one is as a
person! People can be just as attractive and well adjusted—
'Beautiful', in all shapes and colours.

Also, being a novel for young people, with the emphasis on
being slim, these references to Jennifer's size would only serve to
reinforce the ideas and exacerbate the problem; particularly as
Jennifer's ordeal transforms her into a different "tan and slim",
person who receives 'admiring glances'. To be blunt, I would not
recommend this novel to a young person with such inclinations.

—Julie Pegram

In the Eye of the Storm
(A day in the life of Jesus)
by Max Lucado (Word Books) $12.95.

This book with its racy style, colourful imagery and excellent
word pictures is easy to read. It is written to our pressures and
stresses, our doubts and fears, and our failures, by a man who is
often experiencing these, but finding in them the grace and love
of an enabling God. He tells the story of what he calls "the second
most stressful day in the life of Jesus", and looks at how Jesus

j handled stress. Lucado stops off along the way to reflect. His use
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People

MWsteir
Nollamara
Tom Quinlivan inducted

° Dennis Nutt, Carlingford lecturer, with Tom and
Alison Quinlivan and John Morrow at Tom’s induction
service

Tom Quinlivan is the latest
addition to the ministry team
at the Nollamara, WA, church.
Tom functions in various ca­
pacities as an associate pastor
with John Morrow in the life of
the congregation and in the
community.

He has recently finished his
theological training, complet­
ing a four year degree in Theol­
ogy and Diploma in Ministry
at the Churches of Christ in
NSW (Carlingford) College. In
NSW he ministered on a part-
time student ministry basis at
three different churches gain­
ing a variety of experiences at
Marrickville (1989), Bexley
North (1990) and Greenacre
churches (1991-92).

Tom, his wife Alison, Luke
(three years) and Ruby (14

months) areslowly settling into
life back in the West where they
originally came from.

Tom has a trade background
in automotive electrical fitting,
with experience in sales and
marketing. He plays a variety
of sports including cricket,
hockey and squash and his lat­
est passion is a new found love
for golf.

Apart from the various pas­
toral demands of ministry, cur­
rently Tom has been working
extensively with both youth
groups in Nollamara, particu­
larly the 16-25 year old group,
discipling a core of six leaders
and others amongst the group.
He also preaches on a regular
basis, coordinates the Home
Groups in the church and leads
worship.

York
Street
( '. b u r c b
Of
Christ

Centenary Celebrations
November 6-7 1993

Persons wishing to register
their interest as participants
in the planned activities are
invited to forward their
names and addresses to the
church office as soon as
possible.

Postal address: Telephone:
410 York Street, (053) 31 1079
Ballarat, 3350.

50 Years in Ministry
All to Cod's glory

»Arthur and Connie Pigdon

It was a time of rejoicing re­
cently at Red Hill, Vic, when
50 years in the Master's service
by Arthur and Connie Pigdon
was celebrated.

Various members spoke of
their ministries and associa­
tions with them over this "Jubi­
lee" period, emphasising the
faithfulness and integrity in all
they did.

Arthur entered the College
of the Bible in 1939 and was
ordained in 1942 at a service
conducted by the late Thomas
Haggar. After marriage and
graduation, Arthur and Connie
had their first appointment at
thePortPirie,SA,church. Min­
istries followed at Geelong,
Dandenong (Vic), Gawler
(SA), Jewish Evangelical Wit­
ness (now David House Fel­

lowship), Bentleigh, North
Balwyn and Red Hill (Vic).
Since retirement from Red Hill
they have remained as mem­
bers in that church and Arthur
has served on the board as an
elder for the last eight years.

Connie was presented with
flowers and Arthur was pre­
sented with a modem version
of the Bible to supplement his
well worn Bible.

Connie and Arthur re­
sponded, acknowledging the
love and fellowship they have
enjoyed at Red Hill. They com­
mented that the call to serve 1
their Lord was the overriding
influence that proved to be a
very fulfilling experience in
their service, all to the glory of
God.

—Berta Smith

As a newcomer to I
Nollamara, Tom has been en- ]
couraged with the community i
related activities of the church. ■
These include two playgroups
catering for about 30 families .
with young children, programs | 

and activities for youth and
young adults, a weekly Friend­
ship Centre attracting referrals
from the City of Stirling, as well
as a variety of groups meeting
various needs, social and spir­
itual.
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Happenings

About 1% of American
men consider themselves
exclusively homosexual,
according to a national
survey of male sexual be­
haviour. The study con­
ducted by the Alan
Guttmacher Institute, has
been called the most thor­
ough examination of
American men's sexual
behaviour since the 1948
Kinsey report. Kinsey said
that 10% of men were
mainly homosexual, as
were about 5% of women.
Kinsey’s methodology has
been criticised, but the
10% figure has been fre­
quently cited. The 1% fig­
ure is in line with other
studies of sexual practices
that have been done in
Britain, France and Den­
mark, and at the Univer­
sity of Chicago.

An Egyptian Court has
decided to proceed with
an investigation of 3
Americans, a New Zea­
lander and an Egyptian
arrested for allegedly
forming a “secret organi­
sation” and conducting
Christian “missionary”

; activity. Egypt’s official
' charges against the five
j are unclear, but they are
, reportedly being held on
I suspicion of “the crime

of exploiting religion to
i debase Islam and to fo-
i ment sectarian sedition”.

■ The town of Cotocia, Bo-
j livia, site of a popular Ro-
! man Catholic shrine,

passed municipal ordi-
| nances in March prohibit­

ing the establishment of
non-Roman Catholic 

churches within the city
limits. The edict also re­
stricts the activities of Prot­
estant churches already
functioning in the town.
The law affects at least
seven Protestant congre­
gations including Assem­
blies of God, Baptist and
Pentecostal churches.

Greek legislators have
voted to uphold a law
requiring citizens to
state their religious pref­
erence in all identity
cards and passports,
making it the only coun­
try in the European Com­
munity to do so.

Ridley College in Mel­
bourne is offering a
Preaching School 12-16
July. The theme this year
is “Preaching Old Testa­
ment Narratives with fo­
cus on Exodus”. The
school leader is Dr
Roberta Hestenes, Presi­
dent of Eastern College,
Pennsylvania. She is
known internationally for
her effectiveness in minis­
try as a preacher, educa­
tor, public speaker and
consultant. She will fea­
ture preparation, content
and construction of the
sermon or sermon series;
concentrating on O.T. nar­
rative material and how to
use illustrations and appli­
cations. Full fees are $150.
For details contact:
Preaching week 1993,
Ridley College, 160 The
Avenue, Parkville 3052.
Phone (03) 387 7555.

Lay involvement in
short-term missions 

projects jumped from
22,000 in 1979 to 120,000
a decade later, accord­
ing to a study by the Mis­
sions Advanced Re­
search and Communica­
tion Centre (MARC). One
minister said churches
Increasingly use short­
term missions to build
mission vision and
“shock” church mem­
bers out of apathy.

Stress-related burnout,
emotional breakdown and
interpersonal conflicts with
other missionaries are
some of the reasons why
Western missionaries
leave Japan, according to
a survey conducted by the
Japan Evangelical Mis­
sionary Association. The
survey also indicated that
mission agencies do not
have adequate pastoral
care for their missionar­
ies, thus contributing to the
return rate. Up to 58% of
the mission agencies that
responded said they have
had personnel leave Ja­
pan in the past 5 years
due to emotional, psycho­
logical and other relational
problems and conflicts.

In Melbourne an interde­
nominational service is
being held on 13 June as
part of Schizophrenia
Awareness Week. The
service "Metal Illness—
A Challenge to our
Faith?” is being held at
St Ignatius Catholic
Church, Church St, Rich­
mond at 3.00 pm and is
organised bytheSchizo-
phrenia Fellowship of
Victoria.

Ten unemployed, home­
less young people have
put together an album of
12 original songs. Called
“Sounds of the Streets".
The album was released
in a special ceremony on
27 April in Sydney. The
young people have all
completed the Sydney City
Mission’s "Sounds of the
Street" music course con­
ducted over the previous
10 weeks.

A two week course on
“The Art of Preaching” is
being offered by the Pa­
cific College for Evange­
lism, 18-29 October atthe
College in Sydney. Some
of Australia’s best
preachers will be leading
the course. Back to back
with this cou rse is a week­
long course on “Personal
and Social Holiness” (31
October-5 November).
Details of thecourses can
be obtained from Dr Alan
Walker, Pacific College
for Evangelism, 6
Lincluden Place, North
Parramatta 2151. Phone
(02) 630 0777. Fax (02) 630
0678.

The WCC Refugee and Mi­
grant Services Coordinator,
Melaku Kifle, will be the
special guest of the ACC for
National Refugee Week
(20-26 June). Mr Kifle, origi­
nally from Ethiopia, will be
in Melbourne 19-21 June.
He will speak on several
occasions, including the
ACC forum “Welcoming the
Stranger —Your Church
and Refugees" on 19 June
1-5 pm at the Uniting
Church Centre, 130 Little

Collins St. He will address
the world refugee scene
others will address the Aus­
tralian setting, torture and
trauma, skills and strategies
for local churches, and the
refugee and asylum seeker

: experience. Details from
John Ball on (03) 650 6811.

For every two churches
started in the US South­
ern Baptist Convention,
one disbands, reverts to
mission status, or for
some other reason
ceases to be a church,
says a study by the SBC’s
Home Mission Board.
During the past 19 years,
Southern Baptists aver­
aged 430 church starts
annually; an average of
233 churches were re­
moved from association
rolls each year. On aver­
age, all Protestant de­
nominations lose the
same percentage of
churches each year, ex­
plains church consultant
Lyle Schaller.

John Keefe, the Chief Ex­
ecutive of the Confedera­
tion of Australian Motor
Sport, was voted the 1993
Friend of SLM. The annual
award, inaugurated in 1990,
goes to a professional
sports coach or administra­
tor who has been of tre­
mendous assistance to the
chaplaincy ministry. Previ­
ous winners were 1990—
Dav Whatmore (Victorian
Cricket Association),
1991—Max Garske (Gen-
eral Manager Professional
Golf Association) and
1992—JackGibson (Rugby
League).



Not only did Bruce Graham
celebrate his 60th birthday on 2
May, but a few weeks ago (with-
out realising it) he also com­
pleted 30 years as church secre­
tary at Nunawading, Vic.

Bruce was secretary from
1962-66 (a five year "stint'') and
was reappointed in 1969.

Bruce has helped pioneer
great changes during his time
of leadership. Nunawading
(then Blackbum) was one of
the first suburban churches to
appoint secretarial help, to de­
velop two morning services
(1968) and to initiate planned
giving.

Bruce has helped lead the
church through many property
developments and manse pur­
chases. Along with Ray

as eirwelh)

Drayton, he formed a two man
committee that oversaw the
building extension in 1984. This
was a large job. More recently,
he was the "project manage?'
for the function room develop­
ment, the stage redesign and
the upgrade for Room 4. In 1979
he oversaw the complete trans­
formation of the former manse
into the Pastoral Care Centre,
he also supervised the complete
renovation of 13 Clare Street in
1991.

Bruce realised what a valu­
able tool computers would be
in the church, well before other
churches had considered them
and, despite some opposition,
helped with the purchase of
the church's first word proces­
sor in 1982. He has many of the
church records computerised
and the systems are a model for
many churches, for many of
which he has become an un­
paid consultant.

During his time as secretary,
Bruce has been part of the ne­
gotiating team that, in his 30
years, has made 14 staff ap­
pointments.

Is Bruce, with such influence
and so many achievements, a
dictator? Nunawading has
rarely, if ever, seen him lose his
cool. Not only is he conscien­
tious and thorough, he has re-
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Digging deep and reaching out

• Jeff Deuble, Ashleigh, Sharon and Grant Austin, and
Judy Gordon

Castle Hill, NSW, church has
helped a member of its congre­
gation on the road to a more
comfortable life, with the sup­
port of the NSW Churches of
Christ Community Care De­
partment.

Grant Austin, from
Toongabbie, suffers from
chronic arachroiditis of the
lumbar spine—an incurable
disease which scars the nerves
and causes numbness, weak­
ness and lack of use of the lower
limbs. He went to Perth in Feb­
ruary, hoping to have surgery
to help relieve the pain, but the
cost involved nearly put a stop
to it. However, the Castle Hill
church, family and friends
helped raise more than $15,000
within a few days to ensure
Grant could have surgery. The
Castle Hill church was de­

tained a flexibility in his ap- ;
i proach to church government ,
: and always is a great supporter :

of the various ministries. He is I
alsograciousandsensitiveand, |
along with his wife Beryl, has
provided great leadership to
Nunawading during a time of I
development and change.

Throughout the 30 years
Bruce became a father four

[ times and a grandparent nine
I times. He has been as fully in-
i volved in his family as he has
i been in his church.

lighted to ask the Dalkeith
Road church in Perth, to take
up the pastoral care and sup­
port for Grant and Sharon dur­
ing the weeks of hospitalisa­
tion and convalescence.

On 12 February, a syncro-
med infusion pump was im­
planted in Grant's torso. It is
about the size of a tuna can and
regulates medication flow di­
rect to the spine. The church
has continued to raise money
for the family to help pay medi­
cal, travel and accommodation
bills by holding garage sales
and hosting a movie night.

Grant, 28, has had the dis­
ease for eight years, but his con­
dition deteriorated following
an epileptic seizure 12 months i
ago. "There were no impulses
getting through, except for
pain," he said.

He was receiving morphine ;
sulphateandValiuminjections, * 1
butbecausethemedicationwas ;
flowing through his whole
body to reach the spine, it was
destroying his body's organs.
Grant was vomiting, had ul- \
cers, had no memory and his
eyesight was failing. "I couldn't ’
get out of bed," he said. The
operation was his only chance.
Now Grant is able to walk 50
metres with the help of calli­
pers.

Grant has a wife, Sharon and
children, Joshua, 4, and
Ashleigh, 2.
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When you insure your house or contents with
A-nsvar or Aware, both you and your church
will benefit.
When you commence one of our household policies:

You’ll benefit from:
o Dealing with a company that has

more than 30 years’ experience in
insuring homes, cars and
churches in Australia

o An inexpensive premium for a
quality policy which includes new for
old replacement on all contents,
including linen and clothing,
regardless of age

Your church will benefit with:
o A $20 donation to help your

church, mission or a charity
o If you or your spouse are retrenched

we will continue your voluntary
giving up to $500

-
OM
INSURANCE FOR NON-DRINKERS

AWARE
INSURANCE FOR CHURCH PEOPLE

We're here for you
Victoria

New South Wales
South Australia

Western Australia
Queensland

20 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000. Phone: (03) 650 9711
419 Church Street, North Parramatta 2151. Phone: (02) 683 4166
202 Glen Osmond Road, Fullarton 5063. Phone: (08) 338 1900
8 Clive Street, West Perth 6005. Phone: (09) 321 6291
157 Ann Street, Brisbane 4000. Phone: (07) 221 8449



Wood Mews Comment
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COCOA assists
Late last year the Churches of
Christ mission in PNG was
involved in a relief effort to the
Bopanten people who were
burnt out. While people were
away from the village, 53 ex­
tended family homes were de­
stroyed by arson. They lost al­
most everything. We have
spent about 2,000 Kina (approx.
$2,700) on axes, knives, mos­
quito nets, clothes, hammers
and nails and pots. We asked
the Churches of Christ Over­
seas Aid (COCOA) fund to
help. The matter was urgent, so
Max Thompson and I decided
to go ahead trusting on the ba­
sis of word of mouth from the
Overseas Mission Board that
the money would be given.

The delivery of the goods
purchased was a bit of an or­
deal. After the Grin conven­
tion, Ros Kelly (a Conference
representative) and I travelled
by river down to Angoram and
met Ati and John Kitimun
(members of Conference Execu­
tive). We left Angoram going
via Kambaramba to go to
Bopanten. However, we found
the river blocked with a mix­
ture of weeds in a drifting bed
about three feet thick, extend­
ing the full width of the river.
The Worn and Bopanten vil­

lages, upriver, had cleaned their
rivers and the rubbish had
drifted down. It came against a
headwind and accumulated a
few miles above Kambaramba.

We penetrated this rubbish
about a mile by pushing, shov­
ing and rocking the boat and
oscillating the motor, but after
we had used five of our 12 gal­
lons of fuel, it became obvious,
there being no end of the rub­
bish in sight, that we would not
have enough petrol to return
were we to keep going.

We decided that it was best
to turn back and try and de­
liver overland via Biwat. First,
we went to an oil company at
Angoram and asked them for
assistance. They agreed and so
we went back to Kambot,
which is their base on the Keram
River, and the following morn­
ing they lifted all the goods by
helicopter out to Bopanten for
us. For this I was very thankful
to God and company. 1 don't
know why we didn't try this in
the first place!

I couldn't go with them be­
cause of other commitments.
John and Ros Kelly went in the
helicopter to officially hand
over the goods to the village on
behalf of Conference.

—David Harmer

• Map of the Bopanten area

Bruce McIntosh
LI he terrible disaster at

I I Waco, USA, in which 80
or more members of a

Christian sect, including many
children, lost their lives recently
was caused by religious fanati­
cism, and it sounds very dra­
matic to say that it can happen
to us. The equally shocking
Jones-town mass suicide of 900
members of the People's Tem­
ple, Guyana 1978, involved a
church leader and a congrega­
tion that at one time was affili­
ated with our American
churches.
It has happened to us.

How is it then that a move­
ment such as ours, with its
emphasis on liberty of thought,
freedom of expression, congre­
gational government, and a
non-clerical ministry could ever
be influenced by the kind of
dominating, suppressive, and
mind-destroying authoritari­
anism that brings this about?

Easily:
By allowing ourselves to for­

get, depreciate and ignore the
basic principles, mentioned
above, that underpin our move­
ment.

By allowing our leaders to
assume positions of authority
beyond that which is responsi­
ble to and answerable to the ■
total congregation.

By accepting a position of
unquestioningsubmissiveness
to leaders who claim exclusive
authority over the church by
nature of special revelation,
ordination, appointment, or
their personal interpretation of
biblical passages on authority. I

Farfetched?
All of the above propositions

have been put forward in semi­
nars in our churches, and/or in
debates on church leadership
in The Australian Christian in
recent years.

Jim Jones and David Koresh
did not start out with absolute
authority over their followers.

They built it up over time. It
does not matter so much what
they taught, what matters is
that they were able to obtain
complete submission from their
followers. So the lesson is: au­
thoritarians cannot proceed to
these limits if they are not given
credence in the first place, and
people should learn to reject
authoritarianism as an accept­
able form of leadership for to­
day.

Can it happen in Australia?
It has. There are numerous

sects here whose leaders claim
authority over their members.
The ABC's 7.30 Report pro­
gram on the Exclusive Breth­
ren, coupled with a counsel­
ling session I had earlier in the
day with a person whose life
has been virtually destroyed
by a destructive church envi-

; ronment, and who appears to
be about to enter into an equally
repressive one, finally triggered
off these comments.

My counselling to him?
If a religious experience adds

value and dignity to your life,
accept it for what it is worth. If
it does not, reject it.

Never allow any human be­
ing to convince you that your
salvationdependson what they
teach.

Do not accept any religious
situation that robs you of your
freedom to think for yourself,
and your right to challenge and,
if necessary, reject the leader's
point of view.

Reject any attempt by a reli­
gious group to isolate you from
your family, or those who disa­
gree with their teaching.

Never hand over your per­
sonal decision making to those
in control.

Maintain a healthy scepti­
cism of those who claim to have
the exclusive rights to the truth.

These guidelines may be of I
assistance to others who are
battling against religious au­
thoritarianism.
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BIRTHS

ARMSTRONG Phillip and Tania
give thanks to God for the safe

j arrival of their daughter Laura
Alice on 24 May 1993 at
Launceston. First grandchild for
Lynette and Tony Armstrong,
Dianella, WA.

ENGAGEMENTS

SPIKER—BADENHOP Gwen
’ and Alan Spiker (Dunolly), with

Jean and Ron Badenhop
' (Benalla), are pleased to an-
' nounce the engagement of Am­

ber and Rohan. We ask God to
I richly bless our children at this

special time.
GOLDEN WEDDINGS

McARTHUR Malcolm and Laurel
i of 43 Catherine Cres, Ballina,

NSW 2478, were married in the
Church of Christ Epping on 22

| May 1943 by Haydn McCallum
who had succeeded his father,
the late P.D. McCallum. Congratu­
lations from Valerie, Douglas,
Carol, Shirley, Janine and Lor-

l raine and their families. 15 grand-
, children. A function was held at
| their “home" church at Epping
I exactly on 50 years when “old"

friendships were renewed.
DEATHS

ADAM Doug On May 13. Loving
and loved husband of Lola. Fa-

I ther and friend of Tim and Julie,
I Jill and Mike, Rod and Suzi and
! Caitlyn (Dec). Wonderful Pa to

Roxie and Mia. Suddenly taken
. from us but safe with the Lord he
1 loved to serve.
] CARNIE Sydney. Passed away
| suddenly on May 16 1993. Be-
I loved husband of Anna. Loving
I father of Pat and Graeme. Much
! loved Pa to Zachary and Hanna.

Sadly missed by his family and
his dogs Benji and Bicky.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY

MUSICIANS If you can help us by
! playing piano or electronic organ,

and at present do not have the
chance or the confidence, then

■ the Dan-denong Church of Christ
would welcome you. Encourage­

ment and training is available. A
mixture of hymns and choruses is
used. Please contact John Briggs
on (03) 795 4906.__________

TO LET

ESSENDON Two bedroom unit
now available. Excellent location
in quiet setting. Close to shops
and public transport. For details
contact (03) 331 1354.________

BUILDERS

PHILIP KEILAR Fully qualified
carpenter & joiner. Carports,
deckings and pergolas, home
maintenance and repairs, home
alterations, staircase, handrail
specialist. For free quotes please
ring (03) 729 6415 or (03) 761
4190.
IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations,
new houses, units or alterations.
All jobs large and small. For free
quotes please ring (03) 5571257.
41 Somers St, Bentleigh.

HOLIDAYS

GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLI­
DAY UNITS Modern FSC 2-BR
units at Pomonal. Superb views,
peaceful farm setting. Bertram
family resident owners. Phone
(053) 56 6300.
HOUSEBOAT “White Heron" 8-
berth. Moored at Blanche-town,
SA. Phone (08) 3651153 or (085)
40 5100 or write 7 Gameau Rd,
Paradise 5075.
POINT LONSDALE Holiday
house. Excellent position. 3 bed­
rooms. $200 p.w., $250 school
holidays (not Christmas- January).
C.R. Brough (03) 808 2815.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST
Absolute waterfront unit Runaway
Bay Broadwater. Peaceful area.
Delightful views. Very reasonable
rates. Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgarning Street, Stafford
Heights 4053. Telephone (07)359
7227.
SOUTH MELBOURNE Two sto­
rey Town House FSC. Sleeps 4-
6. Two km from city. Close to
public transport, Arts Centre, Bo­
tanic Gardens, markets, restau­
rants, beaches etc. Very reason­
able rates. Free brochure avail­

able. Phone (03) 755 1787 (AH), I Write to 29 Seabreeze Ave, Ferny
696 3828 (AH) Fax (03) 820 8510. | Creek 3786.

Does Your Organisation Comply?
Churches and not-for-profit organisations are faced with an ever
increasing load of complex Government regulation. If you are
uncertain of the answers to the following questions you need to

act now.
o Sales Tax.

Are you entitled to exemption?
o Compulsory Superannuation & Training Levies.

Are your employees affected?
Income Tax.
Have you obtained exemption?

o Salary Packaging & Employee Agreements.
Are you complying with the new Employee Relations and
Fringe Benefits legislation?

Saward Dawson Wright has the professional expertise and
experience to advise on the impact of Government regulations
on your organisation.

Contact: Cliff Dawson, FCA on 898 9531

Principals
Bruce Saward
Cliff Dawson

CMWDtW rs

Associates
Jenny Stewart

Cathy Braun

SAWARD DAWSON WRIGHT
Chartered Accountants

9 Prospect Street, Box Hill 3128 Telephone 898 9531

A ©eOeferaSiioiri! fim Praise

Presenting the third annual

A program combining popular concert music with
traditional and contemporary Christian hymns, featuring
soloists, massed choir and orchestra drawn from many

Victorian churches.
Melbourne Town Hall

Saturday, August 26, 1993, 7.30 pm.

An Evening Not to be Missed
Tickets $15 Adults; $12 Pensioners, full.time students and groups of 2O+.
From July 1, tickets available from:

Keswick Bookshop, Port Phillip Arcade, 232 Flinders Street, City.
Koorong Books, 6a Vicki Streeet, Blackbum South.
Or: Send cheque and stamped self-addressed envelope to:

Melboune Praise Inc.
PO Box 78, Blackburn, 3130.

Further Inquiries: Telephone (03) 377 3419

wwow#Melboune Praise Inc? Is an inter-denominational organisation comprising
representative from major Christian denominations.
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