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Christian Reflection

WW ff@F Off®
Geoff Payne

ET-l he earth, once it was seen from space,
■ became known as the Blue Planet
LI because of the colour given to it by

the water.
Water—an unique natural resource, is

depended upon by all life on our planet to
survive. Recently, the Food and Agricul­
ture Organisation of the United Nations
declared World Food Day and the year's
theme was "Water For Life". They are
encouraging us to be aware of, and in­
volved in, tire issues of water and water
supplies, especially in developing coun­
tries.

Although we can't know exact figures,
we do know for sure that hunger exits on
a massive scale. It has been estimated that
800 million are starving or malnourished.
That's an overwhelming number:

• Almost 47 times the population of
Australia.

• Still too hard to imagine? Try one in
every six people on our planet.

There is enough food and water to go
around. It's just that we're not very good at
distributing it to the world.

When you think about it, there is enough
of all that we need to survive as humanity.
There are enough material resources to
provide food, clothing and shelter for eve­
rybody. There is also enough emotional
and spiritual resources for all. There is
enough love, enough courage, enough joy,
enough encouragement.

But as surely as there are people perish­
ing for want of food or water, there are
people laid waste for want of love, cour­
age, hope ... the list goes on.

There is plenty of all those resources to
go around, it's just that we're not very
good at distributing it.

The most wonderful thing about those
non-material, inner resources we have at
our disposal is that they are infinite and
they recycle themselves. The more we give
away, the greater the measure we have
within ourselves.

Now, we need to ask ourselves: What
can I do? 800 million with insufficient food
or water, billions more with insufficient
love, hope or faith—what can I do?

The important thing is to do something
Give money to a charity, sponsor a child
become a volunteer, contact a needy fam-
thing00k f°r an °Pportunity- Do some-

I heard a story about a university profes­
sor—he was a very intelligent man with
more degrees than a thermometer. One
day, when walking along the beach, he 

sees a person moving back and forth, up
and down the sand, from the waters edge
to just a few meters in. There she bends
down, picks something up and returns to
the water, again and again.

Upon closer investigation, the Professor
discovers the young girl is rescuing star­
fish.

Thousands of them have beached them­
selves and are dying on the sand. The girl
is rescuing them, returning them to the
water, one by one.

The professor remarks "You're wasting
your time, you must accept that these dis­
asters happen, let it be. You can't make a
difference."

The girl bends down, picks up one more
creature, returns it to the water and as she
rushes past the learned professor she says,
"I made a difference to that one, didn't I?"

For those of us of the Christian faith, we
come to understand that God provides for
us a source of spiritual nourishment which
can never be exhausted. Jesus sat at the
edge of the well. As he chatted with a
woman who was drawing water from the
well, he described himself as a source of
living water—a water which, once it has
been tasted, causes those who drink to
never thirst again.

The nature of this water is compassion,
forgiveness, wholeness and peace. It is to
be enjoyed and drunk freely by the be­
liever and, in turn, passed on to others.

Thus that activity of God in this world is
to bring life and hope through believers
into a needy world.

With regard to physical water—there is
plenty for all the world to share, but in
some areas scarcity, pollution and inacces­
sibility mean that people are dying of thirst
and illness related to lack of food and
water.

It seems to be to be equally tragic that for
some people a supply of living water is so
meagre that they are surely dehydrating
and dying on the inside. Pollutants, like
hatred, bitterness, envy, revenge, or re­
gret, turn our supplies sour. Scarcity comes
when we are unwilling to risk reaching out
to others with an act of compassion or
friendship. ,

We must learn to cultivate an attitude o
abundance, there is plenty of all we need
for healthy positive living. We can live by
streams of living water, being filled an
refilled and becoming channels for otJier

Jesus said, "Whoever gives even a arm
of cold water to one of the least of mine ■
will certainly receive his reward.'
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[PDagini®
Applecross Kids' Club

11 October was the big day for
the folk at Applecross, WA,
church. After three months of
discussion, planning, training
and prayer, it was the firs t meet­
ing of the Kids' Club, a new
children's ministry targeting 6-
12 year olds.

No-one knew how many
children to expect, but we were

Continued from page 2

We have the resources, glo­
bally and personally, we're just
not very good at distributing
them.

Living in affluence, it is often
difficult to understand or re­
late to the plight of those with­
out sufficient water. Although,
with the drought being faced
by many of our farming com­
munities, the reality of water
scarcity is coming closer to
home.

Today, we will all use water.
We will turn a tap for a drink or
take it icy cold from the refrig-
era tor. We will wa ter our lawns
andourgardens,washour cars,
run a ba th or take a shower and
cook with it. Today, as we en­
joy it; as we pour it, spray it,
boil it, drink it or even flush it,
may we be reminded of the
resources at our fingertips and
in our hearts to be shared in
abundance. ❖
Geoff Payne is an associate
minister at Northside Com­
munity Church, Crows Nest,
Sydney.

hoping for lots—and we
weren't disappointed! In all, 64
showed up, curious to see what
it was all about.

Things began with a bang, as
games kicked off the program.
It's hard to tell who had more
fun; the leaders or the children.
"Stuck in the Mud" proved
popular to all.

Then it was back into the
chapel for a short time of sing­
ing and thena story. Using John
3:16 as a basis for the story, the
children heard about Mr Who-
soever's heart house, much in
need of some spring cleaning.
Although most of the.children
came from a non-church back­
ground, they listened atten­
tively as they heard how Jesus
can provide that spring clean­
ing.

Following the story-time
came the much anticipated
tea—pizza and ice-cream. Im­
agine a plague of locusts at­
tacking an orchard and you'll
know what we mean.

After tea, the children made
crafts. For the boys it was a
touring jet and for the girls a
treasure chest. Each child took
home their craft that night.

The evening finished with
games and presentation of
prizes.

More than a dozen tired, but
happy, leaders then made their
way home to prepare for the
next week's program.

Kid's Club meets every
Thursday during the school
term from 5.30-8.00.

Yam wKteMft
Slumbering
Maylands 90th anniversary
No! Not my "Grandfather's
Clock", but the Maylands, WA,
church, which commenced
"breaking of bread" services in
my "Grandfather's home" in
Guildford Road, Maylands,
over 90 years ago!

Over the long weekend in
October 1994 (30 Sept-3 Oct),
many past and present mem­
bers of the congregation met to
reminisce and celebrate expe­
riences which had made a sig­
nificant impact on their lives.

Past ministers Lloyd Cooke
(1955-62) and Phil Wyllie
(1980-90) travelled with their
wives and families from Tas­
mania and New South Wales
to participate in the special
weekend. Also sharing in the
celebrations were George and
Gladys Powell (1966-70), Edna
McRoberts, wife of Arthur
McRoberts (1944-54) and
Mavis Robinson, wife of J.
Keith Robinson (1974-76).

For the Friday evening infor­
mal reunion and both Sunday
services, the concertina doors
separating the chapel and hall
were opened to accommodate
the large crowd. A special fea­
ture of the Friday evening pro­
gram was when 96 year old
Mrs Amy Hill (nee Hotchkin),
who has been blind for many
years, made her way to the
microphone and spoke very
clearly of her memories of
church prior to purchasing the
wooden chapel on the eastern
side of Eighth Avenue from the
Baptists in 1905. She also re­
called when the Maylands 

members assisted in "building
in a day" the chapel at West
Guildford (Bassendean) in
1913.

On the Sa turday nigh t, a din­
ner was held in the Uniting
Church hall and on this occa­
sion greetings were brought
from the City of Stirling Coun­
cillor and Member of Parlia­
ment for the Maylands district
(both women!) and the Angli­
can Rector representing the
other Christian congregations
in Maylands. Words of con­
gratulations were also brought
by Mayland's Trevor Streeton,
Conference President.

At the Sunday morning serv­
ice, it was marvellous to again
"sit at the feet" of a "master
storyteller", Lloyd Cooke, and
in the evening to learn of the
very interesting Christian out­
reach to Spanish speaking im­
migrants being carried out by
the Wyllies in Fairfield, NSW.

The final picnic gathering at
Bardon Park, a very beautiful
area by the Swan River and
close to the Maylands jetty, had
"old Maylandites" recalling the
swamp that previously occu­
pied this spot.

As everyone realises, 90th
birthday celebrations don't just
"happen", so very sincere
thanks go to the organising
committee, Hart and Vi
Smetherham, George and
Connie Eaves, Wendy and
Ivan Whitworth, Ron and
Margaret Jones, and Trevor
and Beth Streeton.

—Merle Peacock
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Drought Disaster
17th Australian Music Seminar

time to get excited and
pared for a productive life
ministry.

pre-
and

How can we best help?
We ran out of water the other
day. We knew we only had
68,250 L (15,000 gallons) when
we moved to our "little manse
on the prairie" at Bongeen on
the Darling Downs. We, who
were used to the limitless town
supplies, tried one minute
showers, unrinsed dishes, only
flushing the toilets when abso­
lutely necessary, emptying the
babies' bath water on plants,
etc.
We haven't had to go hundreds
of thousands into debt just to
maintain the status quo, nor
have we had to shoot our ani­
mals because it was the kindest
thing to do. We haven't had to
withdraw our kids from school
because we could not afford
the fees. Wehaven'thad to lose
our independence and pride to
accept the much appreciated
charity of our city-dwelling fel­
low Aussies.

Compared to this, we have
not been affected by the
drought very much at all, ex-
ceptin the pain we have shared
with our brothers and sisters in
the Outback Church of Christ
and their neighbours as they
have experienced all of the
above.

Our drought problem was
solved by a farmer friend who
came to our rescue with 9,000 L
(2,000 gallons) of bore water.
Twenty-five or fifty millime­
tres (an inch or two) of rain
now and we'll be right.

Their drought problem will
take many years to solve, even
after it rains.

We asked them how we can
best help. Their reply went
something like this.

"We of the outback are very
independent. It is by this inde­
pendence and its bedfellow,
resourcefulness, that we are
able to survive in our harsh
and isolated environment. It is
therefore very hard for us to
accept anything that tends to
rob us of that independent
spirit.

Wefearthatifweacceptchar-
ity we will become dependent
on charity and that this will
destroy us.

4 (468)

We are very dependent on
one another, though, and we
fear that if we accept too much
outside help we will lose our
interdependence and our vital
but fragile social and economic
environment will be destroyed.

Therefore:
Please give your aid from a

perpetual disaster fund. This
way, in accepting help, we
know that when wegetback on
our feet we have the option of
repaying the fund for the help
we receive so that others may
be helped when they need it.

And do not destroy our local
economics with food parcels
etc. Our local store keepers have
stood by us over the years.
Some of them are carrying us
for tens of thousands of dollars
at the moment and, if they go
under now, they will not be
there the next time we miss a
crop or our wool check is held
up."

In response to this plea, the
Queensland Churches of Christ
Social Service Department's
Disaster Relief Fund, through
the Outback Church of Christ,
has posted out over $40,000
worth of vouchers redeemable
at local stores in Clermont,
Aramac and Jundah. The re­
sponse has been 10% in some
areas and 20% in others. As
folk redeem their vouchers they
are sent another.

To maintain this service we
need your help.

Please pray for rain and send
your tax-deductible donation
to the Churches of Christ in
Queensland Social Service
Department, Disaster Relief
Fund, PO Box 508, Kenmore
4069.

—Trevor Meares

ON YOUR OWN,
YOU’RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles
Fellowship oilers friendship
through correspondence with

other born-again Christian
singles and single-again

people
Write enclosing a stamped,

self-addressed envelope
to:

CSF, P0B0X17,
Anna Bay 2301

The 17th Australian Christian
Music Seminar, to be held in
Cooma, NSW, in January 1995,
promises to be a valuable in­
vestment.

ACMS is six full days, al­
ways challenging, sometimes
surprising, never dull. A cast of
more than 50 gifted teachers
are dedicated to helping par­
ticipants release potential and
find direction as they learn to
use their gifts to bring the gos­
pel into the world and build up
the church.

The theme for 1995 is "Stub­
ble and Stones", a reference to
1 Cor3:12-13, which urges con­
sideration of what is valuable,
worthy of time, sweat, hope
and life. The week will be a 

The seminar is a week of op­
portunity for instrumentalists,
actors, vocalists, worship lead­
ers, pastors, dancers and chil­
dren's ministry workers.

Guest Bible teacher is Robert
Fergusson from Aquilla Col­
lege of Ministries in Sydney,
who will lead the daily morn­
ing ministry. Also featured will
be Kevin Johnson, who has
travelled widely in America
and Mexico proclaiming the
gospel through drama, puppets
and ventriloquism.

Details of ACMS are avail­
able from the CYTA office on
(02) 748 4000 or 1800 224 500.

Christian Teacher or Teacher’s Aide

For the beginning of school year 1995

To supervise 4 children on correspondence
curriculum, with Missionary Aviation Fellowship

on a tropical island in the Northern Territory

Self-supporting with some assistance
For further information, phone (089) 87 9040

34 Course, in TersonaC^Discip^esHip
Presented by Mrs Mice 'Ware

Spf Confrontation teaches you Row to approach
circumstances, relationships and situations of life

from a biblicalperspective and to experience victory
an contentment in all of life's trials, testings andproblems.

Dates of next course: 16-21 January 1995
Venue: 'Woorabinda School Camp, yalloum Mprth

(1.5 hours east of Melbourne, near Moe)
Cost: Tuition $150.00 and$40.00for manual

$100.00for accommodation and meals
I'qumes and applicationforms: Pastor Kp6in Garrison

'.PO 'BoxllOO, Traratgon VicJ&M
Plume (051) 74 9821
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» At the Schools’ Art Competition prize -giving

Calendar
Year of Family Services
An ecumenical service is being
held at St Paul's Anglican cathe­
dral, Melbourne at 2.30 pm on
27 November. The service has
been designed as a celebration
of family and has been organ­
ised as a fitting conclusion to the
International Year of the Family.
Following this, an inter-faith serv­
ice "celebrating families” is be­
ing held at4 pm in the Melbourne
Town Hall, which will be a festi­
val involving people of different
cultural and religious traditions.

A Journey for a Soul
The 9th Conferenceon Psychia­
try and Religion, “A Journey fora
Soul", is being held at Grace
Vaughan House, 227 Stubbs
Rd, Shenton Park, Perth, WA,
on 28 November. On the Sun­
day evening, an inter-faith serv­
ice is being held at the Queen
Elizabeth Medical Centre. De­
tails from Dr Ann Troup, 9th
Conference of Psychiatry and
Religion, PO Box317, Armadale
6112. Phone (09) 496 1101 or
fax (09) 496 1636.

“Promise Keepers"
“PromiseKeepers”,amovement
of God among men, is coming to
Australia. DrGlenn Wagner, Vice
President, National Ministries, is
the main speaker at a reporting
meeting to look at the establish­
ment of a task force to coordi­
nate Promise Keepers in Mel-
boume/Australia. The meeting
is being held on 1 December at
7.30 pm at the Oakleigh Chris­
tian Centre, Surrey Cres,
Clayton. Promise Keepers is a
Christ-centred ministry dedi­
cated to uniting men through
vital relationships to become
godly influences in their world.

Dunrossil Lecture
Archbishop Desmond Tutu will
deliverthe inaugural “Dunrossel
Lecture” on 6 December at 8
pm in the Great Hall at Pariia-
mentHouse, Canberra. Thelec-
ture, to be given every second
year, has beenfounded,through
the gift of afriend of the Dunrossil
family, by St John’s Anglican
Church, Reid, ACT, to com­
memorate former Australian
Governor-General, Viscount
Dunrossil, who lies buried in the
church yard. The lecture is to be
awarded to a person from any­
where in the world, to address
the Australian nationon an issue
of religious significance.

CCTC

Festival
Crafty fund raising
Months of behind the scenes
activity by the committee and
many volunteers paid off on
the weekend of 7-8 October
when people from surround­
ingareas and far afield attended
the Churches of Christ Theo­
logical College's third Spring
Festival.

Kim Wells, MP for Mulgra ve,
opened proceedings and prizes
were then awarded in the
Schools Art Competition. Some
of this work was absolutely
outstanding, especially that of
pupils from Springvale Sec­
ondary College.

The CCTC lecture theatre
was filled with the art of water­
colourist Margery Morley,
Australian art by Vai Davies
and The Valley Potters.

Pro Hart once again donated
personally signed prints, four

Living Up To Their Name
A group of 25 girls at Boronia,
Vic, Good Companions have
been trying to live up to then-
name in 1994. Scraps of wool,
threads, soft filling, cardboard,
etc, donated by the church have
been put to good use by the
girls in making sewing cards,
knitted worms and football
mascots,rabbitbookmarks and
fabric teddy bears for children
in hospital. Normally, these
gifts are given to June Andrews

this time. These were framed
and auctioned on Saturday af­
ternoon. A child's frock made
by Margaret Whittaker, which
won First Prize at the Royal
Show in Melbourne, was also
one of the auctioned items.

A new feature was the work
of the Nungalinya Aborigine
and Torres Strait Island folk
from Darwin. There were very
high quality materials and gar­
ments, some featuring the Mi
Mi rock paintings from
Kakadu.

(Hospital Convenor) on
Thanksgiving Day at the end of
each year, but Naomi Parker
(nine years of age) asked if the
group could give the gifts to
the children themselves.

This led to a visit to Box Hill
Hospital during the school
holidays. They travelled by
train (a novelty for most of the
girls) and had a picnic lunch.

They were met by the hospi­
tal chaplain in the chapel who

Another extra was the sau­
sage sizzle and other culinary
delights.

Glenda Kabaa/s award win­
ning tapestries were on display
and another drawcard was the
roving microphone of Kathy
Gluyas.

The long hours spent in mak­
ing the rag dolls and clowns
also paid off handsomely, rais­
ing approximately $1,400.

The festival raised approxi­
mately $6,000.

—Betty Bantow

had a talk with the girls. Then
followed a tour of the hospital,
including Outpatients, where
scrapbooks were left, Casualty,
where an ambulance officer
showed them the workings of
an ambulance (toys were left
with him for apprehensive chil­
dren), the Children's Ward,
where toys were again distrib­
uted, and the Special Care
Nursery, where the prem ba­
bies captured the girls' hearts.
Special thanks to June Andrews
for organising the day and to
Beverley Watson for assisting
with the girls. —Lois Paterson

FChristian Women”]
and Men

I Now available From Word i
Books, all states; Koorong,

I Perth, WA; Dymocks,
I Canterbury Books, St Pauls, I
| Adelaide, SA.
| Well-received by mainline

I ] denominations. Topical,
1 ’ hard cover, good print.

Price $19.95.

|.—i i i r ~i i ~ .1 i :j t —j i , i t i i ...» i i t -_i l.. j t, _ i i . j i. j e=3 i -J s—.i
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MINISTER
g Victor Harbor Church of Christ D
I South Australia’s premier seaside town is seeking a ®
I minister to continue its work, commencing early
| 1996. Expressions of interest are invited to Chairman, []
n Ministry Selection Committee, Wally Bradly on
“(085)52 1158
■■I ■■ ■■■ ■■■ ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■ ■■■ ■■■ ■■ ■■■ ■■■ ■■■ MM Mi
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Sing
Messiah
Fine way to start
Christmas
This is not just for people who
love to sing, it is also for those
who love to listen to the glori­
ous solos and anthems of
Handel's Messiah.

With soloists such as Annette
Bains, Alan Angwin, Judith
Hoskins and Eric Hancock,
together with a nucleus of ex­
perienced choristers and the
baton of Tony Worley, it will
be a great night.

In fact, we can all Handel
Messiah(l) and have a great
night to start the festivities of
Christmas—a Christmas with­
out Messiah is like plum pud­
ding without egg custard!

Come if you possibly can,
the donation is $10 with sup­
per included. The venue is the
Lecture Theatre at the
Churches of Christ Theologi-

| calCollege,JacksonsRd,Mul-
grave, on 1 December at 8 pm,

. with all proceeds to the Col-
I lege.
I___________
6 (470)

News

How to Change your Church
By changing yourself
Theself confrontation course is
a course about personal disci­
pleship It is a course that is
built upon biblical principles
for living, which provide pat­
terns for living a victorious and
contented life. These biblical
principles apply to all of life's
circumstances, in any culture,
in every part of the world, re­
gardless of the age in which
one lives.

Why call it self confronta­
tion? Isn't that just another way
of saying "self condemnation"?
Isn't that counter productive to
a fulfilling life? Instead of con­
fronting myself, shouldn't I be
building myself up? Shouldn't
I avoid doing anything that
would lower my self-esteem or
self-image? Questions like
these reflect that many people
are following the false teaching
that has been present since the
beginning of time, but is gain­

ing unprecedented popularity
in the church today. It is the
"doctrine" of self-exaltation
and self-gratifica tion. This self­
focus is based on a misunder­
standing of one's relationship
with God. It is unbiblical and
deters spiritual growth.

Self confrontation must con­
tinue throughout your Chris­
tian walk, if you are to avoid
the hypocrisy of judging the
failure of others without first
examining your own life in a
biblical manner. Self confron­
tation must be achieved in ac­
cordance with the Word ofGod.

The objective of this course
in personal discipleship and
biblical counselling training is
not to learn how to save your
life, but instead how to lose it
for Jesus' sake through the proc­
ess of evaluating yourself bib­
lically.

God has used this particular
program in mighty way. As a
result of one woman's partici-
pa tion in 1 993, her commitment
to God caused her husband to
become involved and he was
transformed in his relationship
with his wife and with God.
They facilitated the distribu­
tion of three sets of video tapes
of the self confrontation course.
One set was sent to another
church, who adopted the ma­
terial as part of their church
program and have seen many
members of the congregation
changed in their commitment
and relationship with God.
Another set of tapes was sent
interstate, where another group
of people was struck by God
through the material. The third
set has been used by the local
church to enable people to make
a deeper commitment to their
relationship with God.

As the minister of the Traral-
gon Church of Christ, I attended
a self confrontation course at
Teen Challenge in Kyabram.
This came about as a result of
seeing two of my key members
in the church transform
through doing the course. It
was through the self confron­
tation course that I became
aware of how much I was at­

tempting to do God's work
through my own strength and
abilities. Self confrontation re­
veal that my significance as a
pastor relied so much on the
acceptance of the members of
the congregation. God revealed
to me that my significance
comes due to my relationship
with him and he broke down
many defensive barriers that I
had built up to protect myself
from hurts. The Holy Spirit
used the self confrontation
course to allow me to experi­
ence the power of his love that
set me free from a life domi­
nated by the fear of rejection.

In January, we are offering
another intensive week of self
confrontation at Woorabinda
School Camp at Yalloum North
near Moe The course will be
conducted by Alice Ware, who
worked with Teen Challenge
Victoria until May 1994. Alice
and her husband Terry now
work forTeen Challenge Inter­
national as training coordina­
tors, training people for effec­
tive ministry. Alice's teaching
ministry through the self con­
frontation course has been
greatly used by God in setting
people free and helping them
develop a closer relationship
with God. Any further infor­
mation can be obtained by con­
tacting Pastor Robin Harrison
of the Traralgon Church of
Christ on (051)74 9821.

Australia
First for Lay Anglicans

Sydney’s Anglican Synod es-
abhshedaworldfirstamonnSt
the Anglican communion
when it voted in favour of a bill
to allow lay people to lead
Holy Communion. The laitv
voted 224 for to 148 against
and the clergy voted 119 to
77. The bill will require a third
reading at next year’s Synod
and then can only move for­
ward with the consent of the
Archbishop of Sydney. |n
moving the bill, the Rev Dr
John Woodhouse said the
observance of communion
was more important than who
led the ceremony and the ex­
clusive right of priests to take
communion wasan overstate­
ment of the priest's power.

insight for Living

Charles Swindoll’s interna­
tional Christian radio program,
“Insightfor Living", commences
broadcasting on Sydney's
2RPH (1224 kHz on the AM
band) at 10.30 pm each Friday
from 4 November. “Insight For
Living” commenced in the US
15 years ago and can now be
heard on 14 other stations in
Australia. Information on which
stations and what time slots
can be obtained from Insight
ForLiving Incon (03) 8724606
or by faxing (03) 874 8890.

Providing Housing
The NSW Ecumenical Council
hasbegunaprojecttoincrease
church involvement in the pro­
vision of long-term community
housing. With funding from the
NSWMinistry of Housing, Plan­
ning and Urban Affairs, the
council's Community Housing
Project Management Commit­
tee seeks to increase the sup­
ply of community housing man­
aged by church-based agen­
cies; mobilise church re­
sources to increase the supply
of community housing; in­
crease the range of housing
services which complement
those of other social housing
providers; and develop part­
nerships with all tiers of gov­
ernment and other stake­
holders in the community hous­
ing sector. John Nicholades,
the convenor of the commit­
tee, said: ‘The project chal­
lenges churches to use some
of their substantial assets to
provide housing for people on
low incomes."

The Australian Christian 19 November 1994
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FAB hostel celebrates 10th anniversary

o Opening of Olive Laird Hostel in 1984

On 22 October 1984, immedi­
ately following the Federal
Conference in Perth, the Olive
Laird Memorial Hostel was
officially opened in Carnarvon
by Senator Gordon McIntosh.
Built with the generous sup­
port of the Churches of Christ
in WA Homes Board, and with
matching Commonwealth
Grants, the hostel is home for
up to 15 residents—Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal.

During the past 10 years, the
hostel has become a highly re­
garded and respected facility
in the Gascoyne region of WA.
It was quite intentionally con­
structed on land at Ingada Vil­
lage, the old child-care Mis­
sion station. It enabled the resi­

dents to Eve in quietness, away
from the many pressures of the
town, and gave each one "a
view of the bush" which they
all appreciate.

In October, 60 gathered to
commemorate the first decade
of its service. Avon Moyle, FAB
Director, told of the evolvement
of the hostel as the culmination
of many years of caring for "old­
ies" in nearby shacks and flats.
Phil and June Jackson, first
managers, told of the early days
when only one lady was in resi­
dence, but how numbers grew
once people recognised it as a
"good place". Mary Bell, joint
administrator with her hus­
band Wayne, outlined the
many services provided by the 

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 2721600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515

hostel, while long-time residen t
Dolly Boonga told how she
found it a home where her dig­
nity, pride in her people, secu­
rity and independence were
respected and her needs met.

Wayne and Mary Bell, Noel
Cuttiford and Craig Wilson,
and casual staff provide a car­
ing environment for all resi­
dents. It was encouraging for
me to see the way in which the
staff continue to be accepted

and respected by the residents.
We can all be proud of the

ministry of thehostel. We thank
God for 10 years of specialist
service and we look forward to
his direction in the future. The
caring environment continues
as a testament to the late Olive
Laird, nursing sister at the Mis­
sion for many years, whose
name and memory are perpe tu-
ated at the hostel

—AWM

^d<sEi Tdim® ©■? Leairiromg]
OT study group at Mildura
A group of Mildura, Vic, mem­
bers took up a challenge to do
the Old Testament Study of­
fered by Mulgrave CCTCas an
Off-Campus Course. A thir-
teen-session study of Introduc­
ing The Old Testament by John
Drane, the group of 16 made a
commitment to do the course
over 26 weeks, meeting fort­
nightly for a two-hour session.

The course commenced in
March when College lecturer,
Merryl Blair, visited Mildura
and conducted an intensive in­
troduction to the study over
Friday night and Saturday.
Associate minister, Doug
Clark, then took over the group
and led the 13 study sessions.

Flexibility was provided for
the group, enabling them to go
"at their own pace". Those who
wanted to take up the full chal­
lenge were committed to all the
reading and the assignment
work. Others did the reading
but not the assignments, while
some used the opportunity to

Church of Christ
Berri SA

Christian Women’s
Fellowship

75th Anniversary
Luncheon, 12.00 noon

8 December 1994

All past and present
members invited
Accommodation

RSVP M. Blyth, 3 Jones
Street, Berri SA 5343 

learn more about the Old Tes­
tament, and to gain from the
input of those doing assign­
ments and the discussions
which were a stimulating part
of the sessions.

On 16 October, Merryl revis­
ited Mildura to close off the
course and share wi th the group
members her responses to the
effectiveness of the course. At
the morning worship service,
Merryl presented the six mem­
bers who completed the assign-
mentworkwith Certificates. In
the afternoon, during a pleas­
ant "cruise" down the Murray
River on PV Impulse, Merryl
gave the group encouragement
and offered high praise for the
quality of the assignment work
submitted. The group members
have been given much stimu­
lation from the enthusiasm
which Merryl has for her sub­
ject. For her, the Old Testament
is a most essential component
in the understanding of the
New Testament.

Through this study, and the
benefits that came from the
group discussions, the mem­
bers have had their faith in­
creased and their understand­
ing of Scripture richly en­
hanced.

We encourage other
i churches to leam from our ex­

perience—geta group together,
| find a leader to keep the mem-
j bers encouraged in their com-
' mitment, and enjoy a rich time

of blessing as you study the
Old Testament. Merryl Blair
will enthusiastically assist you
in getting started.

—Doug Beasy
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work. If you have already, I'Ve
missed it.

—Barbara Kennedy
(Melba, ACT)

[Gary and Pam Hine are from
the Toowoomba, Qld, church.
They are serving with theOver-
seas Mission Board in Papua
New Guinea. Gary is the me­
chanic for OMB there. Cur­
rently they are home in Aus­
tralia on furlough.]

Primacy of New
Testament

To the Editor,
As long as we have contribu­

tors who challenge our think­
ing as Alan Cant has done
("AC" 6 August), Churches of
Christ certainly do have a fu­
ture.

It is unfortunate that articles
like these arouse so much in­
dignation; regrettable also that
indignant responses sometimes
misquote the writer of the arti­
cle. L.C. Hughes ("AC" 15 Oc­

Letters are limited to
200 words

Ministry Loneliness
To the Editor,

I feel compelled to write in
support of the sentiments ex­
pressed in the article "Lonely
and Forgotten" ("AC" 15 Octo­
ber).

In our own brief ministry, I
know my wife longed for some­
one to be "Mum"—a trusted
friend and confidante, a source
of encouragement, support and
of practical help. Someone to
be friend and family, to whom
she could be open. Someone to
whom she did not have to play
out the role of "the minister's
wife".

I might add that I, too, longed
for someone to be my "Dad",
someone to whom I might open
my heart, to share my hopes,
my doubts, my fears. Someone
who would seek to listen and
to love first, rather than to in­
fuse me with their "correct"
theology and their "correct"
plans for the growth of the
church.

Sadly, the few times we
sought to open up we found
ourselves used, abused and
manipulated—pawns in some­
one's "hidden agenda" or
power play.

We proclaim in Churches of
Christ the priesthood of all be­
lievers, seeking to avoid the gap
between clergy and laity evi­
dent in other denominations.
Yet it seems to me that in many
(not all) of our churches we
achieve the opposite—turning
our ministers and their fami­
lies into second class Christians
... "employees" of the church.

Small wonder that many
leave the ministry feeling dis­
enchanted with the church
which says one thing, but lives
out something quite different.

—P.J. Richardson
(Lesmurdie, WA)

Future and Women
To the Editor,

In response to the letter by
L.C. Hughes ("AC" 15 Octo­
ber) "Do Churches of Christ
have a future?", we certainly
do not have a future if we con­
tinue to treat women as sec­
ond-class members so far as 
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the ministry is concerned.
Even in thesecular world (eg

political parties, etc) they are
talking about giving equal op­
portunities to women by the
year 2000.

Wehave the disgraceful situ­
ation where there are very few
women in ministry. As an ex­
ample, in Western Australia we
have only one woman minister
and Australia-wide the per­
centage is extremely low. The
Anglican and Uniting churches
can do much better than that,
and in consequence, their min­
istry has been greatly enriched.

When are we going to wake
up to ourselves and realise that
justice must be done in all ar­
eas? There is certainly a very
poor witness to the world when
it sees how we treat our women
members in relation to this is­
sue.

—Fen Hewitt
(Wembley Downs, WA)

pure words
To the Editor,

In the 1940s, Pure Words was
a Christian magazine eagerly
awaited each month by many
children. Th editors of all maga­
zines must wonder what kind
of an impact is being made on
their readers. Unfortunately,
they often don't receive much
helpful feedback, but follow­
ing, is an example of the type of
thing that can and does occur—
even though the editor isn't
around to read it.

It concerns Amy Bowman of
Dunolly (now Amy Trainor of
Maryborough, Vic) and Brenda
Lawrieof Moonta (now Brenda
Beaumont of South Plympton,
SA).

When they were both 11
years old, Brenda spotted
Amy's name in the pen pal's
page of Pure Words and noted
she had similar interests, so
thought she was worth adding
to her long list of penfriends.

The years since then have
proved it was a good choice, as
their relationship grew from
pen pals to friends in a short
time—continuing with ex­
change visits—sharing in good
times and bad, as all families
experience.

They would like to think then-
spiritual growth, their life-long 

association with the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, their
church and each other was in­
fluenced in some way by read­
ing Pure Words 50 years ago.

Amy is currently in mem­
bership at Maryborough, Vic,
and Brenda attends Marion, SA.

—Brenda Beaumont and
Amy Trainer

Article Helpful
To the Editor,

I found the article "I Drew a
Tree" ("AC" 15 October) by
Gary Hine both interesting and
challenging. I intend to keep a
copy of the article, to refer to it
in relation to the balance we all
need to keep in our lives and to
come back at regular intervals
to repeat the exercise as a check
on my growth and my input
and output. Thank you for
printing it.

Perhaps you could run an
article about Gary and his wife,
their whereabouts and their 

Letters to a
Travelling Companion

"Sopp]/ Low
Dear Daniel,

y°u mentioned the difficulty you had with
larlv m 6 son®s tbat are popular where you worship, particu-
exncHv « ?n^S y°U ca^ed "soppy love songs to Jesus". I know
stvle mean When y°u saY that some of the "chorus"
other th 8 V" tbat are no different to secular love songs,
I too ?6 substitution of Jesus' name as the object of desire.
Tesuc anv n, ^Se s?n8s difficult to cope with, not because I love
such love - 6 ess'but because I find the romanticism with which
personal nS e*P ressed just a little "over the top". Certainly, my
my love for Christ"6 t0Wards ’ess sentimental expressions of

caUedTor he thinl< Perhaps a little tolerance might be
expression you and Prefer a more macho and stoic
speak for 1? T JelinSS toward Jesus' but we can't necessarily
the "sonnv °^y There is obviously some people for whom
feeline touT ’s an aPPropriate expression of their
of SneTntbeirLord- Music in worship is after all, a means
recoenisfna and exPressing our emotions. It is worth
showed h<51 3 'Y^e?.tbe.womanwhoanointedJesusatBethany
heronlooVoro°T,e for ,bim “ a way considered inappropriate by

So Daniel f JesUj defender her actions and rebuked her critics.
I do iust hi/m y°udon'tlike"soppylovesongs tojesus",dowhat
people sinoi G tune- but remember, there are probably many
through these^so™111^ y°U W^° are exPeiaencing true worship

Until next time,
Pastor Salt

The Australian Christian 19 November I"4



Mews

tober) attacks Alan Cant's
"claim ... that the Hebrew
Scriptures are myth and leg­
end". Alan Cant did not say
this. His observation was "some
Christians, even today, believe
they have to defend Hebrew
myth and legend as history".
To infer from this reasonable
statement that Alan is saying
that all Hebrew scriptures are
myth and legend is unjustified.

An emphasis of Churches of
Christ on biblical interpretation
has always been that the au­
thority of the New Testament
supersedes that of the Old Tes­
tament. (Pretty radical stuff for
some Christians.) It seems to
me that in, effect, Alan ampli­
fies this view with some
thought-provoking argument.

There is obvious value in
careful reading of the Hebrew
scriptures in order to under­
stand more fully the life and
times of Jesus and the religious
context in which the church was
born. Faith is enriched and life­
style is challenged by those pro­

phetic Hebrew voices which cry
out for justice and reconcilia­
tion. Alan Cant clearly ac­
knowledges such value in his
article, but emphasises that
[Hebrew scriptures] "are not in
any way prescriptive for Chris­
tians".

Too often, the church has
been ready to express national­
istic fervour, justify war and
racial prejudice and to exhibit
graceless, exclusive behaviour
towards those who don't "con­
form" because the Bible (usu­
ally the Old Testament) says
so.

Given our historical insist­
ence on the primacy of the New
Testament writings, is there
really anything so radical in
Alan's brief exploration of his
thought-provoking question?

—P.E. Perry
(The Patch, Vic)

NCCA
To the Editor,

The opening service of wor­
ship of the National Council of

Community Services Director
Full-Time Position

Churches of Christ in Victoria and Tasmania
Department of Community Care

The successful applicant will be an initiator, a
facilitator and motivator in the area of Community
Services. The requirements also include the coordina­
tion of existing Community Services projects. Skills
in public speaking, organisation and leadership of
seminars, workshops and group studies on aspects of
Community Services are required.

the position requires effective communication skills,
lateral thinking and creativity, and a willingness to
work in liaison with other staff and the Department’s
Community Services Committee under the direction
of the Executive Director.

Knowledge of and a commitment to Churches of
Christ structures and ethos is essential.

The closing date for applications:
Friday, 9 December 1994
All inquiries to Joanne Antoni
Telephone (03) 326 8977

Written applications, including two referees and evidence of
appropriate qualifications and experience, to:

Mr Trevor Giles
Executive Director
Churches of Christ
Department of Community Care
77 Capel Street
WEST MELBOURNE VIC 3003

Churches was a marvellous
expression of the New Testa­
ment understanding of faith.
Just as the writer of the Gospel
of John used the Greek philo­
sophical understanding of the
Word (Logos) to communicate
faith and understanding about
Jesus, (John 1:1-5) and the
writer of Hebrews used the
image of Melchizedek a Priest-
God-King from Salem (Heb 5:5-
10) as a description of Jesus to
communicate to Hebrew peo­
ple, so too the NCCA worship
service used Aboriginal im­
agery to celebrate the newness
Christ brings.

Churches of Christ members
were in attendance from all
States, except Queensland, and
were led by our National Presi­
dent, Robert Leane from South
Australia. We were proud to be
there and witness to the Lord­
ship of Christ in his church and
participate with other Austral­
ian Christians in celebrating a
significant moment in Austral­
ian church history.

The renewal, happening
within Australian churches as
we seek to be obedient to the’
Gospel of Jesus Christ, is the
gift of God and the product of
much prayer, hard work and
Christian commitment.

We celebrate the formation
of the National Council of

Churches and will seek to be
responsible partners with o ther
Australian Christians in giving
appropriate witness to Jesus
Christ through its work.

—Ian Allsop
(National Conference Secre­

tary)

Spring Conference
To the Editor,

The recent Spring Confer­
ence was a most significant oc­
casion for many of our
churches, including representa­
tives from New Zealand, Tas­
mania and Western Australia.
Joe Harding, of the United
Methodist Church in the United
States, made an outstanding
contribution and presented a
new approach and model of
biblical preaching. A tape set of
the entire Conference is avail­
able and inquiries can be di­
rected to (042) 26 5022.

Already plans are in hand
for Spring Conference next
year. In conjunction with the
Australian Board of Church
Development and Education,
the Wollongong church is
bringing Dr Martin Robinson
of the British Bible Society as
guest speaker. The dates for
SpringConferencenextyearare
4-6 November.

—E.C. Keating
(Wollongong, NSW)

National Council of
Churches in Australia

THE
CHRISTMAS

BOWL
“Our Gift to the World”

Donations will assist
communities in Rwanda,
Solomon Islands, South
Africa, Bangladesh, the

Middle East, Sudan,
Philippines, Australia

(Aboriginal communities
and refugees) and other

places.
The Christmas Bowl is
CHURCHES WORKING

TOGETHER
To give / for informa­

tion and material:
Contact your local

church, or call your state
NCCA office or call 008

025 101.
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Media Review

Books
When cod Breaks Through
by John and Elizabeth Sherrill (Kingsway) $12.95.

This paperback is easy to read, a useful book to keep, and a
good one to give away. John and Elizabeth are the authors of an
earlier popular paperback, The Cross mid the Switchblade. They
were, for many years, on the staff of "Guideposts , involving
them in extensive travel and in many interviews with all sorts of
people who had found God real in some way. This book is a
sharing of some of these experiences. The chapters are all short
and the book can easily be picked up to fill spare minutes that
become available. There are useful chapters on personal Bible
study and intercessory prayer. Recommended.

—GRS

A First Offering:
Poems from the
Years 1985-1994
by Graeme Chapman (self
published) $7 (including
postage).

In his first published
volume of poems, Graeme
Chapman offers us the gift
of himself. The poems,
honest and revealing, evi­
dence an intuitive feel for
the quintessential and a
sensitive and powerful fa­
cility with language.
Graeme dialogues with
himself, with the world
and he encounters it and
with the God in whom re­
ality is rooted.

This small book is di­
vided into four sections.
Under "Biographical"
Graeme has included a range of poems that reflect a wrestling
with personal pain. When written, as an exercise in catharsis,
there was no thought that they would be published. Under
"Occasional" he has included poems written for special occa­
sions. There follows a section containing "Meditations", pieces
written mostly for church services. The final section, "A Study",
was the first of a series of three talks Graeme gave to Victorian
Churches of Christ ministers at their annual camp in 1985. Enti­
tled "Being" it was followed by two other addresses, "Being
Together" and "Being Together in the World".

Graeme has published a limited run of 50 copies of this volume
to distribute among family and friends. Should you wish to
purchase a copy, write to Graeme at CCTC, PO Box 629, Mulgrave
North 3170, enclosing a cheque for $7 (made out to CCTC).

Winning Them Back
by Eddie Gibbs (MARC) $24.95)

Winning Them Back, deals with what is a sad, but common,
problem for the church today. As the subtitle suggests, he seeks
to "tackle the problem of nominal Christianity". His efforts have
resulted in a very interesting and readable book.

Gibbs sees that nominality is a very pervasive problem for all
churches and traditions, especially in the Western world. The
book attempts to identify and examine the causes of nominality
and then to suggest some strategies that will help the church more
adequately confront the challenge of nominality, both with those 

still involved in the church,
and with those who have
chosen to terminate their
involvement.

The book provides a
very interesting historical
overview of nominality.
Gibbs shows that nominal­
ity is certainly not a new
concept. His biblical out­
line of the problem draws
from a wide cross-section
of both the Old and New
Testaments, and is quite
enlightening. Not only
does he provide some
helpful insights from scrip­
ture, he also explores a
number of lessons that are
appropriate for the church
today.

Examining the causes of
nominality, Gibbs looks in 
particular at the influence
of the modern urban environment, secularisation and pluralism
on society's view of religion, the Christian faith, and the church.
The value of this material is enhanced by the final section of the
book, in which Gibbs answers the question "well, what can we do
about it?"

He looks at developing ministry structures to counter the
problem of nominality. This section "puts the icing" on a book
that provides a good overview of nominality and contains some
helpful strategies for combating it. The strategies Gibbs suggests
challenge the relevance and witness of the church in today's
society. We cannot afford to ignore such a challenge. All in all, the
book would be a most worthwhile addition to your library.

This book is distributed in Australia by Christian Marketing
Australia. —Steve Mackie
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International
Modernity
Interserve passed a formal
resolution at United Confer­
ence in Kathmandu, Nepal, to
address the problems and
opportunities of modernity as
they affect Asia, the Middle
East and the Asian diaspora.
The move makes Interserve
the first traditional missionary
society formally to recognise
modernity as a“spiritual force"
orlife philosophy'which must
be addressed alongside oth­
ers such as Islam, Hinduism
and Buddhism. The resolu­
tion defines modernity as “the
view of life in which God is
excluded from the public
arena".

South African
Parliament Rebuked
Archbishop Desmond Tutu
has publicly attacked South
Africa's new democratic par­
liament for dropping opening
prayers. He said the new pro­
cedure of observing a mo­
ment's silence at the begin­
ning of sessions was a “cop
out".

Radio for the World
The Far East Broadcasting
Company produces radio pro­
grams in over 142 languages
for transmission via short
wave, medium wave and lo­
cal radio stations to two-thirds
of the world’s population.
FEBC has teamed up with
three other major Christian
radio ministries in the World
by 2000 vision to “provide
every man, woman and child
on earth the opportunity to
turn on their radio and hear
the gospel of Jesus Christ in a
language they can understand
so they can become followers
of Christ and responsible
members of his church.” Since
1985, 25 World by 2000 lan­
guages have had programs
produced and broadcast from
FEBC transmitting stations in
the Philippines, Seychelles
and Saipan.

nz not at Church
Half of all New Zealanders
aged 14 and over have not
been to church except for a
baptism, wedding or funeral
for more than a year, accord­
ing to a Time Morgan poll con­
ducted late last year. 9 % said
they have never attended a
regular service.

World News

^M©]g)im am©] amstafeiiii
Starclta
Understanding their challenges
A church delegation from the
Sudan called upon the Aus­
tralian Government to use its
international reputation to
highlight the injustices and
oppression currently being ex­
perienced in the southern re­
gion of their country. This ecu­
menical team was in Australia
recently as representatives of
the New Sudan Council of
Churches.

The tour of the Sudanese visi­
tors, to enable Australians to
understand the challenges
Christians face in other lands,
was supported through the
Christmas Bowl of the Na­

tional Council of Churches in
Australia. They acknowledged
with appreciation the assist­
ance provided by Australian
churches through the Christ­
mas Bowl to Sudanese
churches, victims of a long and
destructive civil war.

Bishop Solomona, leader of
the delegation, insists that the
current bombing of refugees,
the oppression of the Christians
in the south and the forced im­
position of the Islamic Sharia
law by the government is as
bad, if not worse, than the con­
flicts of Bosnia, Somalia and
Rwanda.

Gifts to this year's Christmas
Bowl Appeal will support
church communities in many
countries including Sudan,
Rwanda, South Africa, Bangla­
desh, and Australia.

—Kim Cain

(gUiiBD©! Kageiuia Dira-e@[rirna-es©inigiB
Caring for Romanian orphans
When the Communist regime
collapsed in Romania it left
100,000 orphaned children in
its wake. The children lived in
appalling conditions, neglected
and deprived of the most basic
care.

Australians were horrified
when the "60 Minutes" televi­
sion program screened thecon-
ditions of the children.

Children were left in cots for
years with little supervision
and older children had only

o Carpenter/Handyman °
• to carry out general maintenance duties. •
° Unfortunately, we don’t have the funds for paid *
o labour. •
° Therefore, the rewards are: °
o » A place in heaven with the greatest carpenter a
o of all!
• •
• • The satisfaction and joy of sharing in the °
• vibrant and effective outreach and ministry of •
° a marvellous church in the western suburbs. •
o °
• If you can help, please contact either: •

o Barry Hamond (03) 379 4789 o
• Ross Bourdon (03) 370 4923 •

• Ascot Vale Church of Christ •
• 78 St Leonards Road •
0 Ascot Vale Vic 3032 *

one pair of pyjamas as clothes
that could be unwashed for a
month.

Mission Without Borders
now ministers to22,000 of these
children with humanitarian aid
and Christian input. Many of
the children have become
Christians as a result of this
ministry.

Attila is nine years old and
has a mother and one sister A
Christian sponsor could make
a difference to her life.

It costs S30 per month to
sponsor a Romanian child. Con­
tact Mission Without Borders
on (02) 793 8100 if you are inter-
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Travel Travails
Life's tough at the top

• Jeff May, working hard

Travelling is a part of life for
OMB director Jeff May.
Throughout each year, he trav­
els thousands of kilometres vis­

iting missions in various parts
of the world, attending meet­
ings, speaking, advising,
preaching, etc. His modes of

SENIOR PASTOR
Foothills Church of Christ

The Foothills church is nestled in the foothills
of the Darling Ranges in Perth WA, and enjoys
average morning worship attendances of 170.
The church is situated in an expanding
community, has modem facilities and much
room to grow.

We are seeking a Senior Pastor to promote
spiritual and oranisational leadership.

Because there is extensive growth potential,
the position calls for a visionary leader who
has strong teaching and equipping skills

enquiries or
expressions of interest
should be directed to
David McBride by
telephoning:

09 - 453 6964
(Evenings WST)

or by mail to;
6 Somerset St

Forrestfield WA 6058 

travel vary from sitting in the
comfort of a jumbo jet, to the
cramped and hard base of a
wooden dugout canoe.

This particular day he was
caught 'relaxing?' in the back
of the three-ton Bunapas Mis­
sion truck. I wouldn't really
call it relaxing because he had
to sit like this for five hours on
a very rough road.

He had spent time in PNG to
attend our Annual Meeting, the
signing of the ground for the
new Bible School and visiting
our bush stations. Now, it was
time to return to Madang be­
fore flying back to Australia.
Most of our passengers would
sit cross legged on the hard

wooden floor of the truck but
since the front was full and this
was "the director", a folding
chair was used to make the trip
more comfortable for the soft
"white skin". He even had an
appropriately positioned esky
as a foot rest. 1

However, what I should
mention is that the rest of the
truck was stacked with twelve
200 L (44 gallon) drums and
therefore we couldn't offer Jeff
the best of the scenic view along
the coast road.

Due to his busy round of
engagements, 1 think he dozed
most of the way anyway. Life's
tough at the top!

—Pam Hine 

CL L.U
Evaluating men's ministries
In the 6 August issue we had a
story about Greg Shaw and his
family, and their study and
ministry in the US. Greg has
recently written to friends in
Australia and noted that his
own studies are nearing com­
pletion.
His final project is to "perform
an act of ministry" and evalu­
ate it in 200 pages.

He has chosen to evaluate
the men's ministry in his local
church at Crown Heights,
which so far seems to be una­
ware of the new men's move­
ment which is developing.
"There is a plethora of books
on the men's movement and
male development/spiritual­
ity. So far I have read about 40
of them."

As part of his evaluation,
Greg went to Denton, Texas, to
a men's rally for a movement
called Promise Keepers, which
calls for men to discover their
true role as men/leaders, based
on biblical principals. "There
were 36,000 men present. It was
awesome and a powerful occa­
sion."

It is of interest that the fol­
lowing weekend the same sta­
dium was booked by the Ku
Klux Klan.

Greg also reports he went to
Kannakuk Summer Camp as
an adult sponsor of a group of
300 inner-city kids. All of them 

were paid for by fundraising.
Greg raised $1,500.

The majority of the kids were
black and Hispanic. "I am a
minority!"

Describing the experience
Greg writes, "It was a truly
magnificent week. Take these
kids out of their urban gangs
and terrible home situations,
give them three good meals, a
safe environment in which they
can compete for fun and not to
survive, a camp with the best
equipment and an incredibly
enthusiastic and caring coun­
selling team (Christian College
students), and these kids come
alive.

They have great potential.
The camp experience, focused
on athletic activities, encour­
aged them to look beyond
themselves to a new vision of
hope for their lives.

The adult sponsors' role was
to be with the kids, as requested
by them, and to relax and enjoy
a week of R & R-1 did the tree-
top rope course (scary!) and
the pamper pole (one climbs
and stands atop a telephone
pole, and jumps out to catch a
trapeze, even scarier!). All the
time we had safety harnesses
of course.

Also, there were water sports
and coaching in all major sports.
And can these kids sing, it was
fantastic."
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W©r§Mp ■£©
A New Beginning
The congregation was called to
worship by didgeridoo!

Different, but a stirring and
meaningful introduction to the
induction service of Frank
Johnson to the Mooroopna,
Vic, church on 30 October.

The church building in
Harding Street was filled to
capacity with local folk, visi­
tors from several states and rep­
resentatives from churches and
departments within Churches
of Christ.

The service was presided
over by Ken Martin. Pastor
Cecil Grant, from the Albury
Koori Church, preached from
2 Timothy and the induction
itself was conducted by Barry
Jenkins, representing Confer­
ence.

In his greeting, read by Ken
Martin, Avon Moyle, Execu­
tive Director of the Federal
Aborigines Board, said that it
is a time of new beginnings for
the Johnson's and Mooroopna
and prayed that it would be a
fruitful one.

Don and Clare Stevens were
over from Perth and repre­
sented FAB. Neville Lillie at­
tended for the Aboriginal
Evangelical Fellowship. The
Vic/Tas Aboriginal Mission
Department were well repre­
sented, although Chairperson
Jean Hillier could not attend
owing to an accident a few days
earlier.

Frank and Rose, his wife,
graduated from the Singleton
Bible College. They had minis­
tries at Halls Creek and
Katanning, W A, before becom­
ing FAB missionaries in 1977.

Since then, thejohnsons have
served extensively in the east­
ern states and the Albany, WA,
area. Frank has also worked in
radio, as Registrar at the
Bimbadeen Bible College and
has done much in the deputa­
tion field.

The barbecue which fol­
lowed the service allowed old
friends to mix and talk before
the long trip home.

—Betty Bantow

............
Active in Christian ministry
Frank and Rose Johnson have
been actively involved in Chris­
tian ministry for many years.
In 1960, Frank studied at the
Singleton Bible College for
three years. Rose was also
studying there at that time.
They were married in Novem­
ber 1963, one year after they
graduated.
They have had ministries at
Halls Creek, WA, in the Kim­
berley area, an interim minis­
try at Pingelly Baptist, WA, for
18 months and at Griffith,
NSW, they conducted a minis­
try on the local reserve while
employed in secular work. In
1973, they had a ministry in
Katanning, WA. Frank and
Rose became missionaries
with FAB in 1977 and had a
joint ministry with Bob and
Loma Brown in the Adelaide
Church (now the Berean
Church). In 1979, Frankbecame

the registrar at Bimbadeen Bi­
ble College (part of the Abo­
riginal Evangelical Fellowship)
in Cootamundra, NSW. Janu­
ary 1981 saw the commence­
ment of their ministry at
Tamworth, NSW. During their
time there, Frank also broad­
cast a twice-weekly radio min­
istry.

1990 saw Frank and Rose in­
volved in the Albany area of
WA. They developed a close
relationship with the Albany
church and other groups in the
area. Frank also became an of­
ficial Chaplain at the Albany
Regional Prison. Frank and
Rose also developed a bond
with the Aboriginal Christian
Fellowships in the Great South­
ern and in the South-West.
Frank provided leadership
training, teaching seminars and
assistance with preaching when
he could. Frank and Rose were

• The Johnsons at the Mooroopna induction service

heavily involved in the devel­
opment of training programs
and the developing of Chris­
tian maturity for individuals
within the Aboriginal
Churches.

Over the years, Frank has
been involved at various times
as the Chairman of the NSW
Missions Committee, as the
NSW Board member of FAB
and as Eastern Coordinator for
FAB—which involved spend­
ing a lot of time doing deputa­
tions, attending State Confer­

ences and visiting the centres
in the eastern states. Because of
his obvious gift, Frank has been
guest speaker at many Abo­
riginal Conventions in differ­
ent parts of Australia. He has
also been guestspeakerat many
Missionary Conventions in our
churches around Australia and
has been involved in much
deputation over the years.

On 30 October, Frank and
Rose were inducted into a min­
istry with the Mooroopna, Vic,
church.

Camp Waterman

50th
Anniversary
26 November 1994

10.00 am till 4.00 pm

All are welcome to attend this open day
which will have a fun, fair atmosphere.

Market stalls, a food court, clowns, animal
menagerie, activities for kids, as well as
having all our camp facilities in action.

Camp Waterman, McCarthy Rd, Monbulk
Mel ways Reference 122 F10
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Camp Banksia Managers
Stuart and Janet Chandler

• The Chandlers, with Paul Fry

Stuart and Janet Chandler, pic­
tured here with Paul Fry (right),
will commence as managers at
Camp Banksia, East Gipps-
land, Vic, in February 1995.

They succeed Russ and
Thelma Pearce, who retire at
the end of this year after 20
years' service.

Stuart and Janet have family

and personal links with
Churches of Christ. They have
worked as volunteers at Mill
Valley Camp, Vic, and assisted
with catering and bus driving
at a number of Department of
Mission, Education and De­
velopment sponsored camps
at Camp Banksia. Stuart is a
motor mechanic and bus d river.
Janet has a background in sec­
retarial work and catering.

In consultation with Paul Fry,
the Department's senior camps
manager, they are enthusiasti­
cally planning for their com­
mencement as managers and
participating in an orientation
program. Stuart expects to ob­
tain secular employment in the
area to help support him and
his family in this ministry.

The Department has a staff
of 10 managers, plus other
casual staff, at the four sites in
Victoria and Tasmania.

0MB Appointment
New Assistant Director
The Overseas Mission Board
is pleased to announce that Jef f
Weston has been appointed as
Assistant Director of the
Board. Jeff worked with the
Board in Papua New Guinea as
a carpenter from 1974-1977. He
then entered the College of the
Bible and, after graduation,
ministered to the Darwin, NT,
and Hobart City,Tas, churches.

Jeff is married to Rosemary
and they have two children,
Michelle and Matthew. The
family will shift to Adelaide in
December 1994 and Jeff will
meet up with Jef f May in India
for an orientation visit, along
with the regular Board visit to
India.

Jeff's appointment results
from the decision by J ulie Trin-
nick not to seek a further term
as the Board's Assistant Direc­
tor. Appreciation of Julie's serv­
ice will appear in a subsequent
issue.

We commend the Weston
family to you and know that
their experience in mission and
ministry will be of great benefit
to our churches in Australia
and our partner churches over­
seas. —Jeff May

• Jeff Western

Have you thought of helping

“The Australian Christian"
in its ministry among
Churches of Christ?

Why not Include us In your will?
The following wording could be used
in your will:
I give and bequeath $...... (or a
percentage of the total estate) to
"The Australian Christian”, the na­
tional journal of Churches of Christ
In Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and tes­
tamentary expenses.

Senior Travel
Consultant

Travelways Australia, a division of
Christian Youth Travel Association
Limited, has a vacancy available for
a Senior Travel Consultant (ITC) at
its office in Silverwater, NSW.
The successful applicant needs to
be able to work unsupervised, be
Galileo trained with Fares and
Ticketing I & II and have a
minimum of 3 years’ experience.
Your experience in handling corpo­
rate and retail clientele would be
an advantage. This senior position
requires someone with a pleasant
telephone manner, is self-moti­
vated, pays attention to detail and
has strong Christian principles.
Due to. the importance of this
position's future management pros­
pects, applicants from country and
interstate areas will be considered.
All applications will be acknowl­
edged and treated in confidence.
To discuss this fulfilling and excel­
lent career opportunity, please
direct enquiries to Amanda Campion
on (02) 748 4741.

TRAVELWAYS AUSTRALIA
... 2 Clyde Street,
Silverwater NSW Australia

Licence No 2TA00000I

People
Divisional Commander
First

For the first time internation­
ally, a Salvation Army married
woman officer has been ap­
pointed Divisional Com­
mander—a position similar to
that of a Bishop in the Anglican
Church. Major Raeline Sav­
age will, next January, take up
the position of Divisional Com­
mander for the Army’s central
division in New Zealand, which
includes Wellington.

Operation World Tour

The authorof Operation World,
Patrick Johnstone will be con­
ducting a national speaking
tour of Australia during March
and April next year. He has
been described as, “probably
the most knowledgeable per­
son in the world on the state of
world evangelisation today”.
“Operation World" Confer­
ences will be held in many
major cities throughout Aus­
tralia.

Teen Spirit
Popular Hollywood actor and
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) member, Kirk Cameron,
hosted an October network tel­
evision special aimed at Ameri-
ca’syoungpeople. “TeenSpirit,"
wasaone-hourshowthattumed
thecameraandmicrophoneover
to Ame rican youth in a festival of
teen-produced videos.
Cameron, star of “Growing
Pains”, is an active member of
Church of the Valley in Van Nuys,
Califomia.Theprog rampresents
the visions and voices of con­
temporary youth on issues like
relationships, racism, adolescent
angst and violence. The pro­
gram puts special emphasis on
the spiritual faith of teens as it
weaves meaning into their lives.

Graham & Graham
Crusades
Evangelist Billy Graham joined
his eldest son Franklin for the
final two nights of the Franklin
Graham Triangle Area Cru­
sade held in Raleigh, North
Carolina, USA. This is the sec­
ond time this year that Billy
Graham has participated in one
of his son's crusades. 115
churches participated in the
Triangle Area Crusade, which
drew an average of 13,858
people per night. A total of
2,062 responded to invitations
to commit their lives to Christ.
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Media Matters—The press "

efenders of the Faith?
Viney Longthorp

r~\ t a New Zealand chap-
JOA ter meeting of the Aus-

\_A tralasian Religious Press
Association, held earlier this
year, John Bluck, formerly the
Director of Communications
for the WCC (currently Dean of
Christchurch Cathedral), re­
ferred to the church as a "me­
dia joke". He went on to say
that, "The hallmarks of news
media coverage of religion are
neglect, hostility, and amuse­
ment." Alas, many of us would
be forced to agree with him on
account of our own experiences
and observations.

However, in the light of his
remarks, it was a pleasantsur-
prise to read in the daily press
over the past few weeks a clus­
ter of articles and reports (all
unrelated) which touched on
the church and religious mat­
ters, which were both positive
and appreciative. Now let it be
said that neither faith nor the
faithful need the secular press
to defend them; but one should
expect objective and informed
commen t on important matters.

Thus, in the Melbourne Age
the newly appointed Sam
Lipski made an assessment of
the Prime Minister's Creative
Nation Arts program, and in
doing so mentioned the new
anthology of Modern Poems on
the Bible. Lipski singled out
Chris Wallace-Crabbe's poem
"Noah". He went on to make
the valid point that no one could

Information Night
held recently at Mitcham

Church of Christ

“The Identity and Focus of
Churches of Christ”

Featuring
Dr Leroy Garrett

Audio and video tapes are
now available for purchase

Audio 86.00
Video $20.00

Phone Mark Butler (03) 874 8263
(Prices include postage)

really appreciate the finer
meanings in the poem unless
they had read the Bible. He then
drew attention to the necessity
of what another writer has
called "cultural literacy", that
is, the need to have a knowl­
edge of literature in general,
including the Bible, if we are to
be able to engage fully in that
"universe of shared meanings"
which makes real communica­
tion possible.

Sam Lipski then went on to
uphold further the place of re­
ligion. Using a recent Saul wick
Poll as evidence, he claimed—
and rightly—that Australians
have a deep spiritual yearning,
butthatmany regard this "with
something more than just or­
ganised worship". Also, for
Australians, "to the consistent
surprise of most media people,
who tend to be a dispropor­
tionately agnostic lot, the need
for spiritual attachment still
counts, perhaps even more than
in previous decades". Sam
Lipski would not disagree, it
seems, with the comment made
by Hans Mol some 20 years ago
that, "Like the English, most
Australians are heathens, but
wish they were not". Or have
we really made up some spir­
itual ground since then?

At any rate, one hopes that
other members of the press,
who read these words of con­
fession by one of their own,
will bring to matters religious a
little more objectivity, a deeper
sensitivity, as well as a smidgin
more humility.

Maybe the message is get­
ting through, because when
Gerard Henderson (Melbourne
Age, again) took some people
in the ABC to task about
changes in religious program­
ming, he made many of the
same points which Sam Lipski
raised. Under a heading: "Reli­
gion: not just something that
happens on Sunday", he too
focussed on the significant
place which religion occupies
in our culture and in the lives of
many people. In doing so, he
drew on some facts of history
which would be an encourage­
ment for all of us to note.

He writes: "Religion was sel­
dom the main player in Aus­
tralia. But religious undercur­
rents were present during most
of the key events in our history,
including the conscription
plebiscites of World War I, the
formation of the Liberal Party
in 1944 and the Labor split in
the mid 1950s. Moreover, it is
impossible to understand Aus­
tralian history without refer­
ence to Caroline Chisholm,
Mary McKillop, Irving Benson,
Daniel Mannix, or Ernest
Burgmann."

Manning Clark, at least,
would have appreciated these
opinions.

Finally, Padraic McGuinness
in an article in The Australian,
found occasion to take to task
some Christian church leaders
for their views on economic
policies. We may leave it to
others more qualified to judge
the validity, or otherwise, of 

his criticisms. But in introduc­
ing his arguments he acknowl­
edged the importance of reli­
gion. He told of a friend who
sings in a church choir. "I asked
him whether he was religious."
"Well," he said, "I'm not sure.
But when I sing I am."

From here, McGuinness con­
fessed: "When I listen to Bach
or look at the great religious
paintings, sculpture and archi­
tecture, or read William Blake,
or indeed Les Murray's anthol­
ogy of Australian religious po­
etry, it is impossible to ignore
the importance of the religious
impulse in humanity ... There
are many things about reli­
gion—the reverence for the
universe and its mystery, the
impulse to service and benevo­
lence, the absolute nature of
morality—which are worthy of
respect."

Out of the mouths of babes
and sucklings—and the press!
Again, we may be encouraged
by such an advocacy of respect
for matters religious, whilst
acknowledging, as the Gospel
does, that commitment is the
needed response which goes
way beyond feelings of respect.

Defenders of the faith? Faith
needs no defence—on the con­
trary, as Fosdick once noted,
faith defends the faithful. But it
is good to see further evidence
that some members of the press
can comment on religion with
a knowledge that goes beyond
those tired old religious stere­
otypes. May their tribe increase!

As the "Information Super­
highway" (so called) now un­
der construction, gets ready to
shape further the hearts and
minds of people as never be- >
fore, the churches for their part !
need to reassess their responsi­
bilities for their use of the me- 1
dia. In the words of John Bluck: ■
"(The churches) will need to
become a whole lot smarter and !
more literate in handling visual
and musical vocabulary and I
grammar. Maybe such a shift 1

I will need a relocation of Chris- ■
j tian voices in our culture." ❖

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone (03) 879 4004

Contact Ken if you are looking for
a used car or need to rent one
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Classifieds

80TH BIRTHDAY

Crossword

International
Albanian Outreach
An international evangelical
effort to bring the gospel to a
former ‘■forbidden country”
has resulted in more than
2,300 Albanians registering
decisions for Christ. Called
“Project AERO” (Albanian
Evangelical Rural Outreach),
the objective has been to
show the Jesus film in the
Tirana and Shkoder districts. .
More than 15,000 villagers in
175 villages have viewed the
presentations. Project AERO
will continue the next four
summers. By then, organis­
ers hope to have covered the
entire country.

Zimbabwe Mission
Difficulties
Zimbabwe's Home Affairs
Minister has reaffirmed his
government's restrictive poli­
cies on granting work permits
to missionaries, saying au­
thorities are reluctant to is­
sue visas for people “coming
just to preach the gospel".
“We think we have got enough
Zimbabweans qualified to be
ministers of religion and able
to teach the Bible."

Bible for a Gun
In response to the rising crime
wave, the Bible Society in
Puerto Rico has launched a
program in which people will
be able to hand over weap­
ons to pastors and priests in
total confidentiality. The pro­
gram “A Bible for a Gun" has
been planned in cooperation
with the police and other state
authorities. It will commence
with an educational cam­
paign, using various media,
and with workers going
house-to-house to invite peo­
ple to exchange their guns
for a Bible.

New Testament Printed
in Iraq
Official permission has been
received for the printing of
100,000 Good News Arabic
New Testaments inside Iraq.
In previous years, the only
means of getting Scriptures
into Iraq has required lengthy
negotiations and paperwork
involving the Iraqi and Jorda­
nian authorities and the Bible
Society. The New Testa­
ments will be distributed es­
pecially among Christian stu­
dents in state schools.

FISHER W.E. The family are invit­
ing friends to an “Open House" at
“Rosedale" Farm, Chark Rd,
Mundulla, on Sunday 1 January
1995, 7-9 pm, to celebrate
Edward's 80th birthday. You are
cordially invited. No gifts please,
just the pleasure of your company.

RUBY WEDDINGS

CORNELL—MCKINNON Con­
gratulations Margaret and Hugh on
your 40th Anniversary; celebrated
on 20 November 1954, Moreland
Church of Christ by the late E.J.
Miles. Love Ross, Merrin, Pamela
and Daryl, and grand-daughters
Carina and Demara.
FRAZER 13.11.54. Forty years
have passed since we pledged our
love for each other before God and
many of our friends and relatives at
the Bambra Road Church of Christ.
We acknowledge God’s presence
in all those years of togetherness.
To the countless number who God
has worked through with laughter,
sharing, support and encourage­
ment we say thank you for enrich­
ing our lives. Lila and Tom Frazer.

ACCOMMODATION WANTED

MELBOURNE INNER-CITY Nine­
teen year-old female RMIT student
seeks shared temporary accom­
modation with family or other
student(s) from 3 December for
three months. Inner-city location
close to public transport. Phone
Glenda (03) 287 2257 (Bus) or (03)
761 0579 (AH).

BUILDERS

IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
tersandbuilders. Renovations, new
houses, units or alterations. Ail jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 764 4883. 14
Hampshire Court, Rowville.

HOLIDAYS

HERVEY BAY, POINT VERNON
Whale watch or explore magical
Fraser Island. Premier holiday po­
sition. New 3BR house, lock-up
garage. All modern cons, has eve­
rything. Fully furnished, carpets,
colourTV, washing machine, dryer,
microwave. Short stroll to Bay, boat
ramps, shops and parks. Bookings
phone (02) 790 3710.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 8-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5250 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
QUEENSLAND SUNSHINE
COAST Alexandra Headland, three
bedroom house, sea views, close
beach, weekly or longer. Reason­
able rates. Phone (07) 262 1714.

ACROSS

5 Jerusalem made this (Ezek 22)
8 Jesus drove out many
9 Lost by high priest’s servant

11 Type of item traded with Tyre
(Ezek 27)

12Hamites  lived in
Simeon’s land (1 Chr 4)

13 Result of deadly disease (Job
18)

15 A fool wanted bigger ones
16 Foreigners _  Ephraim's

strength (Hos 7)
19 Faithful prophet
22 Biblical book records many by

the Apostles
23 Samuel’s mentor
25 His son made repairs (Neh 3)
26 Part of Jesus' claim to divinity in

John
27 Trustworthy one brings healing

(Prov13)

Ink-’n’lmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street
Mitcham 3132

Phone and Fax:

DOWN

1 Call came from here
2 Path cut for this in Job 38
3 Numberofleperswhogavethanks
4 Fruit usedtodecorateTabemacle
6 Guide for wise men
7 Where Elijah fed by ravens

10 Amnon pretended to be this (2
Sam 13)

14 Tribe of Israel
16 Worn by Son of Man (Rev 1)
17 Witness between Laban and

Jacob (Gen 31)
18 Means for determining God’s

will (Exod 28)
20 Heart may do this even in laugh­

ter (Prov 14)
21 Engraving described asthis in 2

Chr 2
24 “I will_ down my life for you"
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Reflection

Sunday
This morning's guest speaker
delighted in big words and in
ideas that I suspected mostpeo-
ple were not interested in. We
ministers constantly to be on
the alert to that. Karl Barth
wrote volumes of heavy dog­
matics. Yet at one stage, he
preached each Sunday to pris­
oners and he summed up the
gospel message as being, "Je­
sus loves me ... for the Bible
tells me so". I get impatient
with people in any discipline
who can't, or don't, communi­
cate at a straightforward,
jargonless level. It is even more
important in worship, where
we are guiding people in their
walk with God.

Monday
As he sat alongside his broth­
er's hospital bed he said, "When
I get to that stage, I'd like to go
to sleep one night and not wake
up". We rarely have a choice in
the process of our dying. Some
of us would rather have the
opportunity to get our affairs
in order. Some would rather
know nothing about it. Others
are scared stiff at the prospect.
As every one of us will at some
time die, one of the challenges
we face is to have our affairs in
order at whatever stage we
have reached. Another is to be
so close to God that we can 

meet our forthcoming death
with a positive attitude, seeing
it as another step in the journey
of life. Easier said than done? It
beats the alternatives!

Tuesday
He was brave enough to come
to one of our Sunday services.
When I called subsequently, he
said that he lived on his own
and had no friends and that he
would welcome any chance to
socialise and be with people. It
was probably for that reason
that he wanted to come to the
Bible study. The purists
amongst us might think that
socialising is not a good reason
for coming to church or to Bible
study, but Jesus was into mak­
ing people feel as though they
belonged and were loved. I sus­
pect that many people who
have been at worship or other­
wise in touch with the church
for social reasons have got to
know Jesus while they were
there.

Wednesday
He was renewing an acquaint­
ance with the church after some
years. He was at a stage of life
where he was feeling the urge
to do so. "But I won't be there
every week. I am very busy,
there's always something to do.
I've never been an every-week
sort of person." Compared with 

Lnsmoire OhiiLnirch of Christ
Northern Rivers NSW

Invites any who have had an association with the
Lismore Church over the years to our

CELEBRATION OF AN ERA
SERVICE

Final service at Keen St chapel
Sunday 27 November 1994 at lOam

Guest Preacher: Graham Warne
(Vice Principal Kenmore Christian College)

Luncheon after the service
Further information from Geoff Lyn Davis (066) 24 3016

other denominations and with
our own churches overseas, we
have a very high proportion of
our members in worship every
week. Isn't that the way wor­
ship needs to be? However, I
didn't discourage this new per­
son. I trust that when he comes
he may find such a richness in
worship that he will come more
and more often. Now there's
another challenge for us wor­
ship leaders!

Thursday
I called on another new, occa­
sional attender prospect. He
was not home, bu t rang during
the evening. He told me that he
didn't like to commit himself
to anything; there was truth in
a number of religions and he
was particularly interested in
Buddhism, but he liked com­
ing to our services. He said,
"Perhaps I should commit my­
self to something". If we were
talking of personal relation­
ships, we would call it "play­
ing the field" or "playing
around". Question. Do thoseof
us within the church play
around with our faith, dabbling
with it here and there, but re­
fraining from complete com­
mitment in the way we live it?
We do not have to go to an­
other church to be playing with
it.

Friday
Could we ask the same ques­
tion of many of our marriages?

We do not have to go to an­
other woman or man to be play­
ing with our marriage. If I watch
telly nigh t after nigh t as though
my wife were not there, am I
not playing with marriage? If I
insist on my own way all the
time am I not playing with the
idea of partnership? If I put my
wife down in front of other
people (or privately), or sneer
at her or make fun of her, ami
not playing with marriage?
Marriage can be likened to
heaven or to hell: if we take it
seriously we will do our best to
make it a foretaste of heaven.

Saturday
We went to the Blood Bank

this morning. It is as though we
dropped the blood into a bot­
tomless pit. We don't know
whether they actually use the
stuff; nor do we know to whom
it goes. However, like giving
money to charity, we trust that
most of it gets to a worthwhile
destination and that it really
helps someone who needs it.
Preaching the gospel is a bit
like that. Sunday by Sunday,
we preach. Day by day, many
of us say a word or do a deed
for the faith. Mostly, we do not
know of any specific result.
Occasionally, we hear of an in­
stance where the word struck
gold and that keeps us going.
We do our best to scatter the
seed intelligently and trust that
in most cases God makes the
seed bear fruit. ❖

Secrets for Successful Living
The Tide tvill Turn—an
informative, challenging and
often humorous reflection on life
and how to approach it, so that
the most may be made of every
circumstance, even those inevita­
ble setbacks.

Copies from:
A.W. Smyth
“Minderup”
Unit 20. 166 Mill Point Road
South Perth 6151
Phone (09) 367 8602
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Comment

Traveling to
Patterns amongst church attenders

■■ any attenders, espe-
□Unl daily Uie young, will
IVI travel some distance
to find a congregation which
meets their needs.

The late 20th century is un­
questionably the era of the
motor car. Only 10% of church
attenders walk to churchorride
a bicycle and just 2% travel by
public transport. The vast ma­
jority go by car—62% driving
for 10 minutes or less, 18% for
11-20 minutes and 8% for more
than 20 minutes.

Mainstream congregations
are most likely to have local
catchments with 80% of
attenders living within lOmin-
utes of the church centre. On
the other hand, 42% of Pente­
costal attenders and 39% of
attenders at small Protestant
denominations travel for more
than 10 minutes to get to church.

People aged 20-29 years are 

most likely to travel further to
church. People over 60 years
are more likely to walk to
church. People who rent hous­
ing are also more likely to walk
to church, as are the unem­
ployed.

A congregation's catchment
area does not necessarily in­
crease with size. Congregations
have similar proportions of
attenders who travel for more
than 20 minutes, regardless of
their size. The exceptions are
congregations of more than 500
attenders, which have a greater
proportion of attenders travel­
ling for more than 20 minutes.

Although most congrega­
tions identify their ministry as
a local geographic area, con-
grega tions in all denomina tions
are drawing attenders from a
much wider area. Congrega­
tions of all sizes may need to
rethink their mission activities 

so that they include people
within a region rather than just
one or two suburbs.

Congregations which are
planned as regional congrega­
tions need to recognise that
their effective catchment area
is 20 minutes drive from the
church centre. Relatively few
attenders will travel for longer
than this. Locating a new cen­
tre close to major roads could
well increaseits potential catch­
ment area.

A congregation's ministry
focus will determine its catch­
ment area and the type of out­
reach activities it should plan.
Young attenders are more will­
ing to travel long distances to a
church or activities they like,
while attenders with children
won't travel as far. Older peo­
ple are more likely to prefer
activities in their own or a
neighbouring suburb.

People from lower socioeco­
nomic backgrounds are under-
represented in the life of the
church, perhaps because of
their comparative lack of mo­
bility. Congregations which
want to reach the less affluent
or less mobile will need to pro­
vide transport to services and
activities, or take activities to
where people are, using com­
munity facilities or housing.

While developing regional
congregations may be an im­
portant strategy for ministry to
the young, denominations may
also need to invest in a network
of local congregations, if the
elderly and those from lower
socioeconomic backgrounds
are to have equal access to
church. This is an important
issue for denominational plan­
ning. —From Winds of Change
the latest book from the Na­
tional Church Life Survey

T
he other day I watched a
talk show which dealt
with the subject of grief.

One of the guests, a Grief Coun­
sellor, was asked how long
grieving lasts. "Forever," she
replied. As one who has expe­
rienced grief, I can relate to that
answer. We never get over the
loss of a loved one. But we
should work through our grief.
Unfortunately, outward ex­
pressions of grief are consid­
ered "bad form" in today's so­
ciety. Grief is suppressed and,
consequently, prolonged for
the person experiencing loss.
We are taught at an early age
that feelings and displays of
deep emotions are not appro­
priate. As a society, we are un­
comfortable when confronted
with displays of grief.

One of the most helpful
i places to turn to in the Bible for
• understanding grief is the Old

Testament book of Psalms. No
fewer than 61 of the 150 psalms
are categorised as Psalms of
Lament. Tolament is to mourn,
grieve, weep or wail. To lament

. is to express deep sorrow. We

Good Gr0®{F
Orrell Battersby

simply do not lament these
days. Not so the ancient He­
brew people. The Psalmists re­
spond to loss in a very healthy
way. They lament, they mourn.
To use the modem vernacular,
they "spill their guts", they "get
it out of their system".

Careful reading of lament
psalms yields a common pat­
tern with countless variations.
Psalm 71 is a good example.
The psalmist is an old man
grieving, amongst other things,
for the loss of youth. As with
most psalms, the opening
verses are a cry for help. Then
the psalmist moves on, with
rhythmic movement, amongst
various descriptions of his
problems. As the psalm contin­
ues, the expression of pain
seems to diminish and the ex­
pression of hope in God in­
creases until the psalm ends
with a hymn of praise. Almost 

as if lamenting has a therapeu­
tic value.

Unlike people experiencing
grief all over Australia, the
psalmist does not conceal Ms
distress, there is no attempt to
disguise personal fears, misery,
grief and the suffering of the
psalmist. Unlike the majority

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones(08) 3621665

& (08) 362 8619

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Financial Planning
• Taxation Returns

of sufferers today, the psalmist
does not "suffer in silence". The
psalmist does not "bottle up
his feelings".

The lament psalms are re­
corded for the use of other suf­
ferers who need effective words
to give vent to their own un­
happiness. If we follow the ex­
ample of the psalmist and hum­
bly and honestly give our pain
to God, hope in his all suffi­
cient grace will increase, and
our songs of lament will end in
hymns of praise.* *

Consolidations. Personal
Loans. 1S| & 2nd Mortgages.

Equity Lends.
Amount Monthly Payment
$20,000 $142
$50,000 $355
$70,000 $496
$100,000 $708
$120,000 $850
$150,000 $1,063

William Johnstone
& Assoc

(015) 35 6194 anytime
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WGW l£[ni(g ©glow?
Tom Frazer

ecently I arrived home
fairly depresed from a
round of visiting. A

number of little things had
mounted up and by the middle
of the afternoon I was ready for
"a fix". So I put the jug on to
prepare a cuppa.

Thebell a t the back door rang.
On opening the back door, there
before me was a young 80-year-
old Baptist lady. She was a
member of the Baptist Ladies
Circle, she informed me, and in
July each year the group vis­
ited a number of people in the
Boort district as their program
for that month.

She had come to see my wife
Lila as the group felt she would
appreciate a visit. My visitor
had picked the wrong week,
unfortunately, as Lila, like
many in Boort, was laid low
with the flu. However here I
was, physically fit and well, 

ready for a visitor, I invited her
in.

It was a good half hour for
me as we talked and shared.
This kind lady was now my
visitor. What was Lila's loss
was my gain. Coming at the
right time for me, she was an
angel in disguise.

As I reflected on the visit af­
terwards, I pondered on the
questions, "Who ministers to
the minister?" and "Who cares
for the carer?" The conclusion I
came to was that any person
who comes in love to any other
person is a carer.

I don't know if my visitor
had been trained in eye atten­
tion or body language, or
whether she had been taught
to make the right sounds to
keep me talking. It didn't mat­
ter. All I knew was that this
new friend was interested in
me.

d Visiting Canberra? d
Stay with a Church Family

A number of Canberra church families offer ii
accommodation in their homes at basic bed and

breakfast rates to help raise funds for
“Home Mission” extensions in the ACT H

D

0
0

D
D

If you would like to enjoy friendly “one of the family"
hospitality in Canberra write for particulars to:

Lyn Swift
34 Yiman Street,
Waramanga 2611
Phone (062) 88 2050

Barbara Kennedy
6 Sharp Place,
Melba 2615
Phone (062) 581360

Advance bookings appreciated

Missed Spring Conference?
Tapes of major addresses

by Joe Hording, Allan Meyer,
Graham Agnew, Ted Keating

Now Available
9 tapes—$50

(packaging and postage included)

Write to Wollongong Church of Christ,
O'Briens Road, Figtree NSW 2525

I didn't talk about how I was
feeling. I didn't have to. Just by
relaxing and talking I was lifted
out of my low mood.

It doesn't al ways happen that
easily for people, but it hap­
pened this day to me. It wasn't
the subjects we talked about—
it was the presence, the knowl­
edge that somebody cares.

I am well aware that there
are many carers in Boort and
other rural towns who are un­
der greater pressure today than
in former days. School cut­
backs, hospital changes, eco­
nomic downturns, uncertain
futures and other circum­
stances mean that, for many,
the potential for having "low
days" has increased.

Rotary Clubs throughout the
world will have as their motto
for the next 12 months the
words, "Bea Friend". A deeper
way of presenting the same 

thought is found in the scrip­
tural injunction, "Love one an­
other" . The secret of being truly
community is to not only say
the words, but to also act them
out at all times. In our own
right we all have the potential
to be carers.

PS: Visiting a church mem­
ber the other day late in the
afternoon, I was surprised to
find one of the community's
carers drop in to have a cup of
tea and a chat. Here before my
eyes I witnessed a carer being
cared for. Its already happen­
ing, may the frequency in­
crease. ❖

Reprinted with permission
from the Boort Standard and
Quambatook Times
As well as being minister of
Boort, Vic, church, Tom at
the moment is part of the
pastoral team atBoortUnit-
ing Church.

Eternal Love
Eternal love he gives to me,
A love so rich, so full, so free.
Eternal love, so undeserved,
And yet it’s true—I have his Word.
Eternal love, I stand amazed.
As humbly at the Cross I gaze.

Oh awesome love that paid the price.
For all my sin, my every vice.
My heart with love is now aflame.
With joy 1 bless his Holy Name.
Obedient Lord please help me be,
That I may prove my love for Thee.

—Margaret Croucher
(Scarborough, WA)
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A Distow
Alan Matheson

D
istort: "To twist awry or
out of shape, to misrep­
resent".

Two items puzzled me in a
recent issue of the "AC" (3.9.94).
(I must say if s always a good
issue which provokes puzzle­
ment, frustration and inspira­
tion.)

First, came the insert herald­
ing the fifty-four courses of­
fered by one of the state theo­
logical colleges. The breadth
and diversity, certainly had me
wondering about the worth of
my thirty-year-old 'Dip COB'!

However, what puzzled me
was the approach to ministry.
Is ministry no more than 'pas­
toral care'?

Having spent nearly four
decades in a number of coun­
tries as a teacher, minister, so­
cial worker and union official, I
am only too well aware of the
mess individuals and their
families get into.

But I wonder, in the com­
plexity that confronts both our
movement and our congrega­
tions, whether or not our min­
istry has gone 'awry7?

In short, have we ended up
with a badly distorted minis­
try.

The course options provide,
for the study of the "Founda­
tions of Pastoral Care", but not
the elements of a prophetic
ministry; or Christian Educa­
tion—theological and psycho-
logicalfoundations,butnotthe
sociological and political dy­
namics of congregational ac­
tion for justice.

There was "Pastoral Leader­
ship", but no prophetic mobili­
sation to witness to the King­
dom.

I could end up with Ad­
vanced Counselling (DP 112G,
113G or 115a), but in vain I
looked for graduate training in
advanced prophetic social and
political analysis and action,
"praxis" even!

The article on C. Kirk Hada-
wa/s congregational research
in the USA ("Research Find­
ings" by Don Smith) puzzled 

me further, and prompted me
to dig out one of his earlier
studies.

His 1993, study of "church"
(read "congregational") and
"denominational" develop­
ments (.Church and Denomina­
tional Growth, David A. Roozen
and C. Kirk Hadaway, Abing­
don Press) provides a creative
balanced assessment of church
growth.

I must admit, incidentally,
that whenever I read of experts
in church growth and their cry
for change because the church
has failed, I reach for my his­
tory books.

Browsing, recently, through
a 1920s study of evangelism in
the Australian Church, I found
the author noting that, "it is
admitted by all denominations
that the habit of public worship
is on the decline ... Thousands
of peoplehonestlyfeel thatnei-
ther the average service or the
average sermon is likely to help
them in the way in which they
feel the need of help"! (Evange­
lism in the Australian Church,
Moorhouse Lectures for 1923,
G.H. Cranswick, Angus and
Robertson, 1924).

Hadawa/sstudy highlights,
both intrinsic dimensions of
"the church"—the congrega­
tion and the denomination.

Too often, over enthusiastic
proponents of American
church growth in Australia,
focus solely on the congrega­
tion and in some cases, in fact,
become almost anti-denomina­
tional.

Hadaway, notes first, that
"the increasing dominance of
religious consumerism, as a
form of cultural individualism,
is the most important change
in the American religious mar­
ket place of the late 1980s".

The American churchgoer,
he concludes, chooses a church
and attends "because it is
warm, provides personalised
meaning, has a clearly 'spir­
itual' focus, is not 'too organ­
ised', is not too restrictive and
has just enough—but not too 

much—emphasis on social jus­
tice".

Is this where our ministry is
taking us?

Some of his most challeng­
ing findings relate to the other
side of the congregation, the
denomination (in our case our
Conferences). They're findings
which should be read by 51
who serve in our various de­
partments and committees.

In a real sense, he concludes,
"denominational loyalty is re­
duced because denominations
remain a mystery to many
church members".

Denominations, he con­
cludes, "must rediscover their
constituency and allow their
constituency to rediscover
them".

At one level this rediscovery
is increasingly difficult. Oppor­
tunities to examine and debate
accountability in our confer­
ences grow increasingly more
limited. Less and less time is
given over to examination of
conference departments, and
the committees and officers
who serve them.

We have embedded in much
of our organisational manage­
ment, practices which affirm
'the mystery' and discourage
'discovery7! For example, com­
mittees are selected through
"old boys" networks, leader­
ship positions are decided by
small groups and departments
increasingly do not advertise

STRACK
REMOVALS

Removals—Storage—
Packing—Pianos

All Suburbs—Country—
Interstate

David Strack
(Proprietor)

Office and Store
45 McIntosh Street
Airport West 3042

Telephone (03) 370 3737
(03)330 2211

Fax (03) 330 3039
AH (054) 27 0472

“Service since 1907"

vacancies. No department has
an equal opportunity policy for
staffing or Committee appoint­
ments. In some states, depart­
mental officers are appointed
for life, there are no contracts,
and no external review proc­
esses in place. But the gap be­
tween our congregations and
our movement is much more
than management.

How much more effective,
for example, would the current
internal National Council dis­
cussions on the future of our
Movement be, if executive of­
ficers had made the process
more open and accessible to
those they serve.

With our total preoccupation
with a "church growth" phi­
losophy and a limited approach
to ministry, we are in great dan­
ger of losing our identity and
our purpose as a movement
which calls itself Churches of
Christ. ❖

CYTA Lodge Cooma, operated by Chris­

tian Youth Travel Association Ltd, is

seeking the services of a person to

complement the management team re­

sponsible for the day-to-day operation of

a 300-plus-bed youth accommodation

centre.

A person with strong Christian convic­

tions, excellent communication skills,

plus some general management abilities

would find this a challenging and

satisfying position. Catering duties are

also involved, with suitable training

being given.

Ideally, the applicant will be married,

however, single applicants will be consid­

ered. Accommodation is provided.

For further information, phone Meegan

Scotney on (02) 748 4000. Written

applications, giving a brief outline of

experience, may be sent to:

The Managing Director
Christian Youth Travel

Association Ltd
CYTA, PO Box 300

Ermington 2115
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@@[M[ows8©riate FroencOs
Keith and Jean Smith

am sorry to inform you
that your daughter
Janene Robyn Alexan­

der has been transferred from
Gosford Hospital to The Royal
North Shore Hospital in a very
critical condition." With these
words from the two police of­
ficers at our front door, the lives
of my wife, our other children
and their families, and my own,
were shattered and changed
forever. It was 22 December
1993. In utter confusion and
disbelief, we drove to the hos­
pital arriving about 9 am. We
spent this traumatic and ago­
nising day talking to doctors, a
social worker, chaplains and
earnestly praying to God for
Janene's life, but to no avail. At
about 2 pm, we were informed
that Janene had died.

Janene was murdered by her
husband, who shot her through
her head with a .303 rifle whilst
asleep in bed.

When Janene's husband was
finally arrested and charged,
my wife and myself then cared
for the three young boys who
were without a mother or fa­
ther. Throughout this difficult
period, except for the loyal sup­
port of our family and friends,
we seemed to be alone in our
grief with no help from other
people who should know about
these types of situations and be
able to guide us through this
minefield of stress and confu­
sion.

It was only by pure accident
that our youngest daughter
heard about an organisation
called The Compassionate
Friends from whom she ob­
tained brochures and contact
phone numbers. Over a short
period of time, The Compas­
sionate Friends told us about
two other organisations, one
being the Homicide Victims'
Support Group, who are there

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m.

7.00 p.m.

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m.

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

for family support after mur­
der, and The Bereavement Care
Centre, who counsel people
who have lost someone in tragic
circumstances.

These three organisations
have been a very big help to us;
with friendship, understand­
ing, compassion, kindness and
support through these trau­
matic and stressful times, as
we try to come to grips with
this tragedy.

My wife and I have been
members of the Bexley North,
NSW, church; my wife for 61
years, myself for 35 years. They
also have been a comfort to us,
but neither the minister nor the
elders had heard of these or­
ganisations or others similar to
them, nor had they come upon
this type of situation before. I
wish to bring this information
to ministers and elders of all
our churches, so that if any
member or friend should suf­
fer a similar tragedy then this
information can be given to
them quickly, so that they can
receive the support they will
need and no t be left wondering
where to turn to next for help.

To help people understand a
little of the emotional upheaval
that one goes through, the at­
tached poem, which a mother
in the Homicide Victims' Sup­
port Group wrote after the
murder of her son, will help to
explain some of our needs and
feelings as we grope for help
and understanding.

The Compassionate Friends
is an international organisation
of bereaved parents, offering

JUSTIN TIME
NOV7 YOU
fAAY BE
.SEATED■■•

stand. ..sir..
STAND...SIT...
STAND-. • SIT...

STAND FOR
THE BENEDICTION.

VflS THAT CHURCH

OR AN E WISE
CLINIC?

friendship and understanding
to each other following the
death of their child. They can
be contacted Colonial Mutual
Building, 12th floor, 14 Martin
Place, Sydney 2000. Monday to
Friday 10.30 am-3.00 pm,
phone (02) 233 3731.

Homicide Victims' Support
Group offers family support
after murder. They can be con­
tacted at the NSW Institute of
Forensic Medicine, 44 Parram­
atta Rd, Glebe 2037. Contacts
are John Merrick and Martha
Jabour on (02) 660 5977.

Bereavement Care Centre
address is 41 The Boulevarde,
Lewisham 2049, phone (02) 569
9311. ❖

Don't look at me with pity;
I need your strength
Don't crowd me with
words; just let me talk
Don't touch me; I will
reach out to you when I'm
ready
Don't call me; I need time
to think and work it
through
Don't tell me how I should
feel; feelings are beyond
my control at this time
Don't stop my tears and
screams; they are my path
to release and healing
Don't cross the road to
avoid me; just smile and
say "hello"
Don't say you under­
stand; just thank God you
can't
Don't be hurt by what I
say or do; my pain is
clouding my judgement
Don't think I'm going
mad; I'm doing the best I
can to retain my sanity
Don't tell me I'U get over
it; all I expect is that I learn
to live with my loss
Don't tell me I'll forget;
his memory is all I have
left
And whatever you do ...
Don't think I don't appre­
ciate your being here

—Mava Hessels
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Baptisms
•Scott Haselden, Byron Bay, NSW
•Susan Hutchinson, Victor Harbor,
SA ’Samantha Cross, Stephen
Capom, Fremantle, WA

Marriages
•Denise Kirwood & Ben Donachie,
Latrobe Tee, Geelong, Vic

Deaths
•Jean Sprigg, Portland, Vic ’Mrs
Alma White, May lands, WA ’Colin
Shepherd, Victor Harbor, SA
•Edith West, Fremantle, WA

RETIREMENT
V0DLAGE

330-350 Frankston-
Dandenong Road

Seaford 3198
Phone (03) 786 8679

Managed by
Church of Christ

Frankston
1 and 2 bedroom villas
Motel type lodge suites
Waiting list open

Obituaries
Obituaries are limited to 100
words
Beard, Geoffrey R.
(14.9.94) Geoff left us all saddened
and shocked that this man with the
infectious personality and inde­
structible faith and love in God,
could ever succumb to the frailties
of the body. It is impossible to detail
all the things that he did for his
family, church (Hamilton, Vic), com­
munity and strangers. He constantly
amazed us all with the amount of
work, guidance, love and help that
he could cram into his busy sched­
ules of working for others. The
church has been blessed and
strengthened by his many presi­
dential addresses, prayers, sing­
ing and the spontaneous whistling
and greetings. We are all the richer
for having met and known Geoff.
The deep sympathies of the church
have been expressed to his wife,
Norma, and their family.

—Tom J. Trimnell
Fancourt (nee Lawrence), Valerie
(28.10.94) Vai Lawrence was bom
at Woolloomooloo, NSW, in 1902.
Her family moved to Paddington in
1909 and became involved in the
work of the church there. In 1928
she married Richard Fancourt and
they moved to Lane Cove, attend­
ing the church there and at
Chatswood. When Dick died in
1940, leaving Vai to raise their
young family, she moved to
Willoughby and they became fully
involved in the work at Chatswood.
In 1960, Vai married her widower
brother-in-law Reg Fancourt, mov­

ing to Emu heights, becoming ac­
tive in the Penrith church for over
20 years. Reg died in 1981. The
chaplain of the Waldock Nursing
Home, where Vai spent her final
year, Rev Arthur MacCullagh, paid
tribute to her faith and life of serv­
ice. She will be sadly missed by
daughter Isabel McPherson and
her husband Alan (Castle Hill) and
son Richard and his wife Marcia
(Budgewoi) and their families; and
by Reg’s family, by whom she was
greatly loved and respected.

—H.E. Hayward
Head, Harold
Harold Head moved to Australia
from England with his family at the
age of 20 and became associated
with the Balwyn, Vic, church, where
he met Gerta, his future wife. After
moving to Surrey Hills, Harold,
Gerta and their three children at­
tended the Benson Street Method­
ist Church. Harold’s involvement in
the Methodist Church included roles
as a lay preacher, trustee, steward,
choir member and circuit steward.
In the mid-sixties he co-pioneered
the telephone Daily Bible Reading
service, compiling and reading them
for the first year. In 1968, Harold
began serving full-time as a Meth­
odist Minister in Wimmera circuits
until 1973. In 1983, they renewed
their Church of Christ association
with the Tootgarook congregation.
Harold's contributions to the “AC
were evidence of an active and
inquiring mind and an intense inter­
est in the role of Christianity and the
church. A thanksgiving service, 13
September, was a tribute to Harold's
life of dedication, love and service.

NSW
BYRON BAY (Stephen Temple­
ton) Began church services on
Sunday mornings at 9 am. Attend­
ance first three 38, 18 & 32 ...
Moving away from Shire ministry,
focusing on being ministry to com­
munity of Suffolk Park, being first
church in this growing part of the
Shire... Small groups ministry has
begun in the Brunswick Valley area
with a vision to establish a church
in the near future.

SA
MUNDULLA (J. Main) Church ac­
cepted the challenge of new min­
istry direction ... Farewelied
Deane & Winsome Dinning, mov­
ing to Adelaide following farm sale
... Sunday School family BBQ
raised $48 for Bible Society ...
Rosemary Hunt working with
Mobile Mission Maintenance re­
cently in Hong Kong ... Six week
Bible study on Philippians com­
menced ... Church future vision
focussing on community outreach
... John Main & Wendy Brown
members of State Board Rural
Ministry Taskforce.
VICTOR HARBOR (Don Wesley)
During the school holidays we were
having a combined service in the
morning. One of which was a bap­
tismal service for Susan Hutchin­
son & another a dedication service
for Amy Brown ... Last Saturday
we had a talent night featuring our
young people, with money raised
going towards “Farmhand". A total
of $273 was raised.

Biography of Gordon ^n,homing
Life ofTertius, the biography of Gordon Stirling, is still

available and would make a great Christmas gift at only$15 per
copy (two for $25, three for $35). All prices include postage.

Order Form—Life of Tertiiis
Name...........................................................................................................................
Address...............................................................................................................
....................................................................................Postcode...................................
Number of Copies: ................................. Amount Enclosed: $.........................
Payment can be made by Bankcard, Visa or MasterCard
Please charge my—

Send to:
The Australian Christian
Life of Tertius
PO Box 101
North Essendon 3041

Card number

Expiry date ........................................................
Signature............................................................

Bankcard | | Visa | | MasterCard

TT O fQ
ILnu® odu

Illustrated by Daniel Changer
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Church News

Old
SOUTHPORT (W. Thornburn)
Sermon “Life in the Body” was
“Sense of Sending”, to launch mis­
sionary couple Alan & Carol Bickell,
preparing to work in PNG with
APCM. Phone contact in service
with Bells at Carnarvon ... Junior
Choirdelight presenting“Arkeology”
... Exciting video President Chiluba
of Zambia dedicating government &
whole country to Christian way of
life... Pastor Jim & Beverley Hohnke
to visit daughter Rebekah who is
working on Doulos, at present in
Italy.

bers. Some still confined to their
homes ... Study groups continu­
ing in homes ... 10 attended
Careforce Recovery Seminar at
Stawell ... Meat & potatoes do­
nated & distributed to needy &
elderly families... Locals led serv­
ice whilst minister on holidays &
study leave.
OAKLEIGH (W.J. Edwards) Tom
& Sylvia Weir celebrated Diamond
Wedding in church hall... Minister
& wife returned from holidays ...
Speakers were Peter Bradley,
Graeme Chapman, Peter Pitts, Bill
Sharrock, Chris Ambrose ... Les &
Vi McCredden, May Barton on sick 

list... Church anniversary 16 Octo­
ber, PatGreig spoke, offering$1300
... CWF officers reappointed at an­
nual meeting.
BALWYN NORTH (Keith Bowes,
Keith Wiggins) Missionary week­
end strongly supported. 55,000
given or pledged for support of four
mission workers ... Stable Asso­
ciation has accommodated 11 fami­
lies, including 23 children, during
last year & assisted them towards
independence ... Reunion week­
end for former youth group enjoy­
able & encouraging... Planned Giv­
ing Program led by George War­
ren. Goal of 25% increase ex­

ceeded ... Church family dinner
outstanding success. Boronia la­
dies catered excellently.
LATROBE TCE, GEELONG
(David Jones) 110 enjoyed lunch­
eon following 137th church anni­
versary, Glen Wegner guest
speaker. Outreach offering S1.126
received ... CWF celebrated 80
years of service. S537 received for
Christian Education in Schools ...
$285 received for Ukrainian Church
Building Fund... Noel Mitaxa, from
Sport & Leisure Ministries, guest at
first “Month of Sunday Services”...
Young people held pizza, pool &
Pictionary night at manse.

WA
MAYLANDS (Robert Drown) Won­
derful weekend October shared by
folk from all over Australia as
Maylands celebrated 90 years of
ministry. Church filled to capacity on
Sunday morning with 190 present.
Visiting speakers former ministers
Lloyd Cooke (Tas) & Phillip Wyllie
(NSW) ... Group with tour director
Trevor Streeton enjoyed bus trip
through Great Southern region ...
Robert Drown settled into 50/50
employment Kinway Counselling
Services & Maylands church.
FREMANTLE (J. Caporn) 30 Octo­
ber, baptism of two BS scholars ...
“Highlight” of church's 102nd anni­
versary, 6 November, was welcom­
ing into church membership of one
of these, Stephen Caporn, by his
father... Anniversary tea & service
held in hall attended by many former
members ... At pm services, repre­
sentatives of Drug Arm, European
Christian Mission & Aerial Mission,
have spoken oftheirwork... Church
camp at Busselton attended by 31.

Vic
SPRINGVALE (John Carmichael)
September School Holiday Club
reached 29 children, 15 from non­
church homes ... Bethel study cer­
tificates awarded to nine, 24 Sep­
tember... Pastoral care team of six
visiting all church families... Church
shared two combined services with
Vietnamese Church. Minister spoke
in English with translation into Viet­
namese by Pastor Quang... $8,000
raised for missions through 93/94
Faith promises. Total missionary
giving, all sources, $12,000.
PORTLAND (P. Kerrison) Winter
months took toll on older mem-

DiAUFOR
NEW HOPE
(03) 11610
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Good News unlimited
Good News takes to the studio
Four of Australia's most committed musi­
cians have combined their talents with one
of the world leading record producers to
come up with a CD album, Good News
Unlimited, aimed at sharing the Gospel
with people. Vocalist Kathy Campbell,
and vocalists and musicians Steve
Passfield, David Martin and Brian Pat­
terson are working with Leon Gaer (Pro­
ducer) to produce Good News Unlimited.

"Our album will have wide appeal, not
only because of the high level of produc­
tion and musicianship behind it, but most
importantly because of the message of hope
it brings," said guitarist and songwriter
Brian Patterson.

Brian, was lead guitarist with the number
one Australian band of
the 60s, "The Executive"
and has played with
many of Australia's
best-loved musicians,
wrote much of the ma­
terial for the album.

The music will be
used to support a Gos­
pel Roadshow the mu­
sicians are producing.
The Roadshow will fea­
ture the musicians live
and a video sequence
featuring leading theo­
logian, author and
teacher, Dr Desmond

Ford. "We're very excited about theproject.
It gives us the opportunity to go into the
studio for something really worthwhile.
And with a dynamic speaker like Dr Ford
being part of our Roadshow and Leon
putting the music together, we will really
have something people will want to see,"
Brian Patterson said.

Currently, the album tracks are being
completed and work is also under way on
videos on each track to be included in the
Roadshow. It is anticipated that the
Roadshow will be available as an outreach
tool for churches around mid 1995.

For further information contact GNCM
Ltd, PO Box 10, Tugun Qld 4224. Tel­
ephone (066) 74 2271.

• Brian Patterson, Kathy Campbell, Steve Passfield,
David Martin
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“The Australian Christian”, PO Box 101, North Essendon 3041

God should be in all of our
planning. All of our planning
should attempt to reflect
God’s purpose as best we
understand it.

—Edward R. Dayton

Why did the little girl skip?
She had just taken her medicine and forgot­
ten to shake the bottle.

Why did the little boy tiptoe past the medicine
cabinet?
He didn’t want to wake the sleeping pills.

AAAAA
How do you help a deaf fisherman?
Give him a herring aid.

★★★★★
When my friend John King was staying with
us, he broke his newly capped front tooth so
he went to my dentist. The receptionist filled
in his details as follows:
NAME: King, John.
COMPLAINT: Crown came off.

★★★★★
“What’s a howling baby whale?"
"A little blubber.”

What do sea monsters eat?
Fish and ships.

★★★★★
What’s the best way to communicate with a
fish?
Drop it a line.

How can you tell that fish are musical?
Everyone knows about piano tunas.

★★★★★
Which musical instrument could be used for
fishing?
A cast-a-net.

★★★★★
What did the boy octopus say to the girl
octopus?
I want to hold your hand hand hand hand
hand hand hand hand.

★★★★★
Where do fish wash?
In a river basin.

★★★★★
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