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Short story

Sydney Happening
Olive M. Watson

W
hy had I come from Melbourne to
Sydney at my age? Here I was,
living on "borrowed time", asked

to speak to a group of Tom's friends, most
of them comparatively young, on what I
believed about life. I was out of practice at
public speaking and they'd not want to
listen to me.

There was to be a dinner the next night,
just a simple meal of salads and sand­
wiches, each of the 20 persons bringing
their own. Then, as Tom said, "It'll be over
to you, for whatever you feel led to talk
about."

I spent most of the day sitting in the sun,
thinking, praying and reading. I thought
of how always I put the emphasis on "per­
son to person" and that it'd be best to tell
this group, interested in spiritual healing,
stories of experiences in my personal life.
Surely there'd be one person who could be
helped by some rich, personal experience,
for so many times I'd received a wonderful
blessing in this way.

The dinner went wonderfully well, eve­
ryone so friendly, so responsive. Tom led
us in prayer and we moved to form a circle
of chairs, opening by singing, "Amazing
Grace". The place was filled with a beauti­
ful atmosphere, "Tell them exactly what
you believe and why," said "The Voice".
That wasn't what I'd planned, but I found
myself pouring forth words effortlessly,
talking of suffering, my husband's death
and emphasising the wonderful power of
love I'd found that enabled me to sur­
mount hitherto insurmountable difficul­
ties.

We'd arranged a time for questions. I
particularly asked about problems con­
cerning human relationships, explaining
I'd been trying to help people for many
years and had learned a little from these
experiences.

A few queries were put to me, but not of
any great depth.

Suddenly a young woman arose, her
face flushed, her voice filled with emotion.
"I have a son," she stammered out the
words, "And I don't love him at all. Does
anyone know a mother like me? He's a
Downs' Syndrome, 10 years old, and I
can't feel softness for him ever. He never
ever improves. He refuses to be toilet-
trained, he eats like a pig," she stopped for
breath, "And I hate him!"

She sat down. Most of us were moved to
tears. I felt totally inadequate, "I think
we'll all join hands in deep, caring love for
you, Claire, and while we bow in silent 

prayer, those who feel led can pray aloud
for the agony of your situation."

Immediately voices were raised gently
with feeling, in loving, caring prayer from
most of the group. Arms were around each
other, "Amazing Grace" was being sung
gloriously from the hearts of these caring
people. I wondered how I could answer
Claire and prayed for the right words. Not
mine, but God's.

"Not one of us can begin to understand
the deep agony of your suffering Claire," I
said, "You say you don't love Tony, but of
course you do! That's why you made the
effort to be here tonight. In your despera­
tion, you're calling to us, and beyond to
the Father, for the power, love and light,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, which will
overcome your agony. I know, because
I've been through a similar experience.
Right now let your heart fill with love from
all of us here, because we love you very
deeply. As you become aware of being
filled with this soft, reciprocal love, let it
merge into the totality of love, for that is
God, for God is love. And having become
part of the tremendous, eternal light, love
and power of our Father, revealed in our
Lord, Jesus Christ, as it fills you, and over­
flows, beam it to your son, Tony. When
you arrive home and every night as he
sleeps, stand over him, touch him gently,
allowing the healing love of Jesus to enter
him. Share this with your husband and
beam love to your boy every night, before
you sleep. Touch him every time in the
day, when you are near him and it'll be­
come such a beautiful habit, so important
to you, that things will alter. None of this is
my idea, but derived from the writings of
Agnes Sandford, whose book, The Healing
Light, taught me how to live."

I heard nothing from Claire, for I re­
turned to Melbourne next day, but always
I prayed for that family.

One day, four years later, the phone
rang. It was Claire over from Sydney, ask­
ing if she could come to see me.

She arrived, aglow with light and love,
carrying a beautiful gift of flowers. She
breathlessly told me of the wonder of what
had happened. Their house had become
A Home of Love", Tony became toilet-

trained very soon and was able to eat in
public perfectly, and had improved in
many other ways. "That happening that
night changed our lives," she said, "That's
why you came to Sydney." And of course,
that's why I did go, that a miracle could
happen.
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50 years

° Some of the original work party who built the pump
house. (L-R) Les Crisp, Bert Kemp, Bob Muir, Wally
Pearce, Alex Ferguson, Bill Alves and the caretaker.

Some hundreds of visitors
joined in the 50th anniversary
ofCamp Waterman, Monbulk,
Vic, on 26 November. Stalls,
children's entertainments, am­
ple catering and times of remi­
niscence were all part of an in­
teresting program throughout
the day. A special attraction for
past campers was the photo­
graphic display. This included 

photos ofcamps held through­
out the five decades and con­
struction work from earliest
times.

Tlie camp was completely
rebuilt after the bushfires of
January 1962. During the after­
noon, Kidsmin (Vic) awards
were presented to local church
children's groups by past man­
agers.

Russ and Thelma Pearce, the
retiring managers at Camp
Banksia, were also farewelled.
They were presented with a
painting by Ray Drayton of a
costal scene of the Banksia Pe­
ninsula.

The organisation of the day
was done by Camp Waterman
managers Paul and Linda Fry
and Geoff and Kendra
Caldwell. A number of local
people offered enthusiastic
help. This reflects the good
community relationships the
camp has with nearby resi­
dents.

The Vic-Tas Department of
Mission, Education and De­
velopment gives thanks for the
vision of the Waterman family
who made the property avail­
able to Churches of Christ.
Waterman family members
were present for the occasion.
Since its opening in 1944, it is
estimated that the camp has
ministered to well over 150,000
campers. It continues to be well

° No arguments with
these guys!

used by many school, commu­
nity and church groups.

Setting goals for the future

The Sunbury, Vic, church held
a Vision Sunday on 6 Novem­
ber. Seen here are some of the
members after a church lunch­
eon.
During the service, leaders
traced the rapid growth of the
congregation from 12 people,
at commencement in January

1991, to an average of 175
attenders in October 1994.

Goals of 250 attenders by the
end of 1995, the multiplication
of cell groups, a new staff and a
church planting initiative at
Coolaroo-Roxburgh Park are
included in the vision for 1995.
Provisional goals for an attend-

Opportunity for comment
Proposals for a revision of The
Australian Hymn Book and
Sing Alleluia have been pub- ■
lished in the Hymn Book Re­
port 1994. This is the work of a i
committee consisting of repre- 1

ance of 850 by December 2000
have been established, together
with the establishment of six
new church plants.

The church is led by Milton
Oliver who is also actively par­
ticipating in the Victorian
church planting CROP initia­
tive. Church leaders recently
reaffirmed their willingness to
make Milton available for con­
sultation and assistance in
church planting.

Don Smith, of the Vic-Tas
Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Development, took
part in the service.

sentatives of the following
churches in Australia: Angli­
can, Churches of Christ, Lu­
theran, Presbyterian, Roman
Catholic and the Uniting
Church.

Copies of the Hymn Book
Report are now available
through religious book shops.
Comments are invited from all
clergy' and church musicians.
A similar process was followed
when preparations were being
made for the publication of the
Australian Hymn Book in 1977.
This feedback made a signifi­
cant contribution to the suc­
cess of the hymn book.

The "response by" date pub­
lished in the report is 28 Febru­
ary, but this has now been ex­
tended to 30 April 1995 to en­
sure greater participation of all
who are interested in the music
we sing in church.
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A Turning (PoSm'fi
Never the same again
Can you recall a time when
something very special and sig­
nificant happened and you
were never thesame again? You
had grown spiritually. The fol­
lowing experience was such a
turning point for me.

Early one morning, we re­
ceived a telephone call to our
home (Pendle Hill, NSW). The
caller was a former close friend
of my wife , Dianne, and an
acquaintance of mine. He
phoned about once a fortnight
to ask after the family. How­
ever, on this occasion, "Neil"
didn't seem to be his normal
chirpy self. I inquired, but he
assured me he was fine. What
seemed like a long silence fol­
lowed. Then, through tears and
almost uncontrollable sobs, he
said "'Heather' has left me!"
"Heather" was his second wife.

Normally, such a call for help
would have been quite straight­
forward for me. However, this
was a new experience, another
learning experience in my jour­
ney through life. For the caller
was Dianne's first husband.

"What would Jesus do?" For
the first time in my life these
four words leaptinto my mind.
"What would Jesus do in this
situation?" The thoughts and
emotions took but a few sec­
onds. However, the answer,
which must be put down to
God's leading,has transformed
my life and ministry. Jesus
would love "Neil"—show him
bucket loads of unconditional
love, compassion and support.

I offered to meet him at 9.30
that night, simply to be a listen­
ing ear. We went to a place in
Parramatta and for nearly four
hours his devastation and hurt
was clearly evident. I referred
him to another counsellor.

Over the following days,
which turned into weeks and
then months, Dianne and I, with
our two boys (Neil's children),
shared hundreds of cups of
coffee and many meals. On a
number of occasions, when the
sheer pain and loneliness was
too much, Neil slept in our
home. Throughout those early
months, and now four years 
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on, I have, on many occasions,
asked "What would Jesus do?"

Neil has access to his boys
every three weeks. Dianne and
I keep him informed and in­
clude him in matters related to
the children. Our relationship,
a rather unusual one, I sup­
pose—is strong and continues
to grow.

It was out of our experience
of separation and divorce that
both Dianne and I had sepa­
rately started singles ministries
in Sydney in 1986.

Singles For Christ, our cur­
rent joint ministry, is an inter­
denominational Christian min­
istry for separated, divorced,
never married or widowed
men, women and their children.
It has grown from a 10 hours
per week ministry, to having
two full-time staff and 20 vol-

Calendar
Blake Prize Exhibitions
The winner of the 1994 Blake
Prize for Religious Art, “Veiling
Silence" by Sydney-based  sculp­
tor Hilarie Mais, was announced
on 8 December at the Blaxiand
Gallery, 6th Floor, Grace Bros
City store, Sydney. The judges
selected MaxGimbIett’s“Laid in
that White Rush" as highly com­
mended from among the 400
entries received. The judges in
their comments said: “Signifi­
cantly, both Hilarie Mais’ and
MaxGimbletfs works could more
easily be described as “spiritual”
rather than explicitly religious in
that they evoke a presence rather
than describe or refer to themes
or narratives of a particular reli­
gion. Their concern is with mys­
tery oftranscendenceratherthan
illustration." A selection of 31 of
the entries for the award will be
on exhibition at The Blaxiand
Gallery until 8 January 1995. A
smallerselection of 18 works will
then travel to be on view at the
Waveriey City gallery In Mel­
bourne (8 April-14 May), St
Peter's Cathedral in Adelaide
(26 May-6 July) and the Wol­
longong City Gallery (14 July-
27 August). The Blake Prize
was established in 1949 to pro-
moteagreater understanding of
all forms of religious art in the
community.

unteers. With an office situated
in Parramatta, it offers a range
of services which include so­
cial programs, retreats, semi­
nars, state wide singles hap­
penings, "Growing Through
Divorce" workshops and Sin­
gles Line Counselling Services.

Singles For Christ is avail­
able for consultancy to help
churches establish a single
adult ministry in their church
and to run workshops.

Our motto is "Enhancing,
Enabling, Encouraging and
Enriching People's Lives".

More than 42% of the com­
munity in NSW and through­
out Australia is made up of 

0 General Insurance
• Salary $30,000 + Car + Superannuation

—Colin Murdoch

peoplewhoaresingleorsin j
again. This mission field is riDe
and waiting to be harvested?

c°l»n and Dianne Murdoch
have been involved in
Churches of Christ for more
than 25years.Colin graduated
wr? th®<7°Uegtof the Bible in
1982 and later obtained a B Th
through the Sydney College of
Divinity He has ministered at
Wesley Mission, Sydney, coor­
dinating over 1,000 volunteers
forfouryears. Colin and Dianne
can be contacted on (02) 893
7799 or by writing to Singles
For Christ, 45 Hunter St, Par­
ramatta 2150.

Ansvar Australia Insurance Limited Is a Swedish based
Insurance company with operations In 12 countries. The
company provides a range of general Insurance policies with
the main products being Ansvar Insurance for non-drinkers and
Aware Insurance for church people. They are also the major
Insurers of Australian churches.

Reporting to the State Manager, you will be responsible for
developing business marketing strategies, co-ordinating the
sales of products, business development, servicing the existing
client base and developing new clients.
The person we are seeking will have at least five years
experience In an underwriting or sales position, within a
general Insurance company. You will need a sound product
knowledge of personal and commercial Insurances, experience
in networking, hands-on computer skills and It is preferred that
you are an Associate of the Australian insurance Institute. You
will also be a committed non-drinker and have some affinity
with the church.
To apply, please forward a detailed resume In confidence
to John Mills at the address below, quoting reference
HRS 1885.

Applications close Monday 16 January 1995.

Coopers
& Lybrand

Coopers & Lybrand
Human Resource Services
GPOBox 150
Brisbane QJD 4001
Fax: (07) 877 G000
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Strain] remain/ CeDaliara'Eooini spoke seriously about the times
of spiritual growth, followed

a junior of 40, spoke of more
recent times in the church.

Strathalbyn celebrates 125 years by an exodus of members called
to mission across Australia and
overseas. He and Melva sang a
duet. Items were also presented
by Mary Langford, and Glad
Patterson and her daughter
Heather Maddem. Alan Bell,

The anniversary cake was cut
by the oldest man and woman
member of the church, Alex
Keast and Ivy Dugmore. Ivy
has attended church for 81
years.

—Glad Patterson

Awards for labours
Scarborough, WA, Church of
Christ was packed on 26 No­
vember for the 66th Annual
Perth Bible College (PBC)
Graduation Service.

College Chairman, Dr Alan
Mitchell, said that in 1994 the

awards were also presented,
including: Certificates of Bibli­
cal Studies to Peter Dines
(Nollamara); Sarah Soon
(Subiaco); and Warren Green
(Wambro, now a pilot with
Missionary Aviation Fellow-

On 6 November, a morning
congregation of 150 attended
Strathalbyn, SA, to hear former
member, Allan Moyle, now
minister of the Uniting Church,
speak on "Pioneers and Set­
tlers".

Descendants of foundation
member families included the
names of Taylor, Gordon and
Dawson. Don Reid came from
New Zealand for the occasion.
Joyce Boxhall (nee Durdin)
and husband Lawrie came from
Hobart, and recalled teaching
Allan in Sunday School. She
served as Junior Christian En­
deavour superintendent and
was married in Strathalbyn in
December 1945. Laurel Pettet
(nee Verner), who was also
married here 50 years ago, re­
called her mother was church
organist for many years. Roly
Bartlett, from Goolwa, grew
up in the church with his par­
ents Steve and Edie. Glad Pat-

BICHENO, TASMANIA
Seaview Camp

Units for hire
Powered sites

Group camping
Tennis court

An area of great
scenic attraction

Manager:
Phone (003) 75 1247

Vic-Tas Department of
Mission, Education and

Development

terson (nee Langford) also has
a long association with the
church, serving in many posi­
tions, and still plays the organ.

During lunch, a display of
memorabilia brought many in­
teresting comments.

For the afternoon program
intheformofa PSA, the church
was again filled to capacity.
Several former ministers and
wives attended, including Will
and Melva Philp, Ralph and
Heather Oke, Cliff and Mary
Perkins and Mern Prime.
Present ministers, Grant and
Julie Simpson, entertained
with a comical musical "The
Circuit-Riding Preacher". Bob
Bell, a past member and secre­
tary, led a song service of well-
known hymns, reminiscent of
"The Old Days". Clarice
Walladge (nee Wilson) a
"preacher's kid", spoke of her
childhood memories. Will
Philp humorously answered
queries about his speedy trips
between circuit churches and

College had its largest number
of full-time students ever. In
addition to WA students, the
college had students from SA
and Tasmania, as well as over­
seas students from Malaysia,
Singapore, and Mauritius.

After a time of praise and
worship ledby second year stu­
dent, David Hill (Whitfords),
the College Choir sang.

The Dean of Women, Miss
Maureen Ambler, led in the
opening prayer and the Direc­
tor of file Centre for Biblical
Counselling, David Michie
(Subiaco), presented a Bible
reading.

Fourteen awards from the
Central School of Religion were
then presented. John Newton
was awarded the Licentiate in
Theology for his thesis, "The
need for discipleship in Aus­
tralian churches". Thirteen
A.Th's were also presented,
including Glen Bergsma and
his father, Hans Bergsma
(Whitfords). In addition to the
CSR awards, various PBC 

m.ELTObl.
make and
RESOLOTIONS
FOR THE
COMING-
9EART

Pontius' Puddle
SORE DID- I-'M going TO IGNORE
THE WORLD’S PROBLEMS, INDOL&E
MMSELF MORE, AND SHARE LESS
OF MM RESOORSES WITH
THE NEED9.

ship); and an Associate Di­
ploma to Craig Riggio
(Subiaco).

The graduating students
shared their experiences of the
past three years and high­
lighted areas in which they had
grown. In his charge to the
graduating class, the Principal,
Dr Alan Meers, challenged
them to provide godly leader­
ship and shared with them
some principles from the life of
Nehemiah.

In his report, the Registrar,
Graeme Michie, mentioned
that the college expects an even
larger student body in 1995.
Applications are now being
accepted and it is anticipated
that there will be over 20 stu­
dents in the first-year class.
Because of this, the Board has
approved the construction of a
mezzanine floor in the library,
to provide study accommoda­
tion for 20 students. This is ex­
pected to cost about $12,000,
and donations towards this
project are tax deductible.

WHATEVER ELSE 9OO
SAM ABOUT THE qo’S-
WE'VE FINALLY LEARNED
TO MAKE A NEW YEAR'S
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Enjoying a meal whilst cooking

tion in our work and spiritual
lives is exciting. We can't wait
1.^ 1.—— I
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Over the past three years, Box
Hill, Vic, church has been plan­
ning and looking for new di­
rections. This culminated re­
cently in a Friday evening-Sat-
urday seminar led by Ian All­
sop,involving the whole mem­
bership. The following is a sum­
mary of what was involved in
this process, how we achieved
it and the positive outcomes to
date.

I ISRAELI JORDAN
Galilee Sphinx Petra

Your tour host Rev Keith Pitt
Departing 28 April 1995

Call TOLL-FREE 008 07 4426
For a FREE colour brochure 

In cooperation with the Keilor
Hostel for the Aged Associa­
tion, the Vic-Tas Department
of Community Care will man­
age a new hostel built prima­
rily for elderly people in the
Keilor area.

Opening in December 1994,
the new hostel begins with 30
beds, with a further 10 beds to
be established in 1995. Each of
the rooms have en suites and
are in 10 room units, with
lounge room, kitchen, dining
room and laundry facilities.

Underlying the establish­
ment of the hostel is a comrnit-
mentto the right of elderly peo­
ple to pursue a full and satisfy­
ing lifestyle. Dignity, privacy
and freedom of choice will be
encouraged, with opportuni­
ties for social interaction in a
"homelike" atmosphere.

The Department has ap­
pointed Ms Cherie Brewster
as Manager. Ms Brewster has
11 years experience working
with older people, having
worked for six and a half years
as an allied health assistant at
Queen Elizabeth Centre in Bal­
larat and four years as a home
support coordinator in local
government. She is a psycholo­
gist in training, a volunteer

community and to empower
them as they age". She believes
"ageing can be a positive proc­
ess and that people should
never stop learning. The hostel
is to be home for the residents
and they will be involved in the
decisions that affect their lives
in their home."

A Recipe For The Bread |
Of Life
Ingredients:

Jim Longbottom
Box Hill Church of Christ

eldership
Church membership
Board of deacons/workers
Moffat Zimba
Ian Allsop
Neighbouring churches
Time and patience
A weekend of consolidating

ideas and resources
A dedicated Gang-of-Seven

to implement policies
The God of power, human­

ity and presence.
Method:

1. Ration the time and pa­
tience ingredient carefully.

2. Add ingredients slowly
and carefully together, allow­
ing proper time for dough to
rise before cooking. Three
church board "retreats" on an
annual basis gives best prepa­
ration to ensure bread has ad­
equate raising agent.

3. Good communication en­
sures all ingredients are will­

ing to change, be shaped and
raised to a common goal. Four
church dinners were used to
ensure opinion was canvassed
from all—children/aged, con-
servative/modern, active
member / associates.

4. Utilise the most powerful
equipment possible. Our
church linked to the prayer
"Internet" of our surrounding
churches, who all offered help
and support.

5. On final cooking day, as­
semble all ingredients, now
being satisfied preparation is
complete. A Friday evening
and Saturday were selected for
what turned out to be a session
of brain-storming and focus on
priorities for change and new
direction. Ian Allsop proved to
be a masterful facilitator and
there was definite consensus
about our tasks as a church in
the community.

6. Never forget the nature of
bread. Successful completion
of the first batch is just the be­
ginning. Our church is so en­
thusiastic about our bread­
making experiment, we have
set aside raising agent to be
used in further bread-making.
A group of seven enthusiastic,
gifted and willing members
were selected unanimously to
oversee our new direction.
Only two weekends later, they
have already completed two
working sessions.

7. Just as the smell of baking
bread is pleasurable and stimu­
lating, we at Box Hill, believe

KeiDor
Making homes for the aged

counsellorwithDoncare,akeen
trail bike rider and recently
went for her motorcycle learn­
ers permit.

Ms Brewster sees the Keilor
Hostel "as an opportunity to 

Australia
Bible Society in SA
200 attended the Bible Soci­
ety in SA’s annual meeting
and celebration at Maughan
Church on 6 November. The
focus was on young people
with children taking part In a
Bible reading or recitation
competition. Rev John Pfitzner
was re-elected State Presi­
dent. It was reported that $1.25
million was sent from South
Australia last year to help pro­
vide God’s Word to people •
throughout the world. 150th
anniversary celebrations are
planned for 17-20 March
1995.

Warehouse Fire
Fire completely destroyed the
storage facilities of Sydney
Wesley Mission's David
Morgan Enterprises, destroy­
ing materials valued at
$200,000. The fire on 11 No­
vember is believed to have
been deliberately lit. Ths
nearby workshop of the David
Morgan Enterprises employs
55 disabled and 13 able-bod­
ied staff. The warehouse in­
volved 15 disabled and four
able-bodied staff who will be
redeployed in other areas.
David Morgan Enterprises is
regarded as one of Sydneys
main employers of disable

people.

Something's Cooking
ingredients for the future

JOIN US
“Adventure

of a lifetime”
Jerusalem Pyramids Mt Nebo

the huge amount of prepara­
tion we have put into arriving
at thebeginning ofa new direc- | to taste more!
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Changing focus
The mission to Byron Bay,
NSW, has moved to be focus­
sed on the community of Suf­
folk Park. This has been
sparked by the fact that Suffolk
is the second fastest growing
community in the Shire and
the only community without a
church. Therefore, the church
has become a community
church made up of people from
most of the mainline denomi­
national backgrounds.

Due to the new focus, we
have moved from being a Shire
ministry and thus have acci­
dentally discovered that even
our name has changed. Where,
we were once known as "By­
ron's Family COC", now we
are "Suffolk's First Christian

Church". The name and slo­
gan, "We'rehereforyou",dem­
onstrates the heart of the
church, in the sense that we are
a church which wishes to em­
brace people from all back­
grounds, presen ting to them the
bases of the Christian faith, be­
ing community focussed and
always available.

Since Sunday worship serv­
ices began only seven weeks
ago, we have averaged about
20 in attendance. Last Sunday,
we reached our target of 30 and
in the past month we have seen
one baptism and two
rededications. All in all, God is
blessing this new church and
its attempts to reach out into its
community. The target to be

• Enjoying a break from ministry. (From left) Alana and
Dian Templeton, Margret and Meghan Cottle

set for next year is to reach an
attendance of 80 by December
1995.

Recently, the Cottle family
came up for two months from

Ballarat, Vic, to help with the
ministry, in which Margretlead
some of the services and
brought some items.

—Stephen Templeton.

CCTC Graduation

o Some of the ordinands

Dr Keith Farmer was guest
speaker at the Graduation Serv­
ice of the Churches of Christ
Theological College, Mul-
grave, on 18 November.
Blackman Hall, at the Haw­
thorn Institute, was crowded
for the occasion.

Following a brief praise ses­
sion, led by Jenni Georgiadis,
a music teacher and a student
in her first year at the college,
Stephen Curkpatrick, lecturer
in Theology and New Testa­
ment, led the congregation in

prayer. After the College Sing­
ers had rendered "For the
Beauty of the Earth", Dr Lyn
McCredden, Deputy Chairper­
son, welcomed those present.

Dr Greg Elsdon gave a brief
review of the college year,
which had been marked by
enthusiasm, excitement and the
development of future initia­
tives. He emphasised that dur­
ing 1994 the college had ben­
efited from the energy and crea­
tivity of new faculty members
Stephen Curkpatrick, Merryl

Blair and John Gilmore. He
also indicated that Alan Niven,
who had been appointed full-
time from the beginning of
1994, had been on study leave
during the second semester to
complete requirements for a
Master of Social Science degree
in Family Studies.

He expressed appreciation to
Eileen Chapman, who will re­
tire at the end of the year after
five years as college caterer.
Greg mentioned that Eileen had
given herself unstintingly, ca­
tering, not only for students,
but for many groups, whose
use of the facilities enabled the
college to remain financially
viable during several difficult
years. In the first semester of
1995,

Eileen will be accompanying
her husband Graeme to the US
where he will lecture at Phillips
Graduate Seminary in Okla­
homa and work on several
books.

During the evening, awards
were presented to graduating
students: the Certificate In
Christian Studies to Paul
Webber, the Associate Di­
plomain Pastoral Care to Ruth
Reader and Jack White ,the
Diploma in Theological Stud­
ies to Anita Hickling and the
Diploma in Ministry to David
Akesson, Mikel Barker,

Stephen Blacket, Darryn
Hickling, Andrew Ratcliff and
Debra Short (in absentia).
Stephen Blacket, 1994 Student
President, responded onbehalf
of the graduating class, who
then led the congregation in a
graduation prayer.

Following a dramatisation of
Luke 4:14-21, Dr Keith Farmer
challenged graduating stu­
dents to "Look to Jesus" for
inspiration in their ministry. He
focussed in on what he called
the "Jesus model of ministry",
which included narrative
preaching that was easily un­
derstood, a mentor style of dis-
dpling, a compassionate ap­
proach to pastoral care, encom­
passing both love and justice,
and a deep spirituality that re­
sulted in effective, powerful
ministry.

The graduation service was
followed by a moving Ordina­
tion Service conducted by Rob
Leane, National Conference
President. Those ordained were
Mikel Barker (Lyons, ACT),
Paul Bauer (Kaniva, Vic),
Stephen Blackett (Horsham,
Vic), Paul Creasy (Chadstone,
Vic), Darryn Hickling (Bor-
onia, Vic), Andrew Ratcliff
(Happy Valley, SA) and Robert

i Smith (Churches of Christ De-
I partment of Church Develop-
■ ment and Education, Qld).
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for example, Trinity by Leon
Uris. Only unionism, whether
employees are members or not,
has protected them from ex­
ploitation. To do this, surely is
one of the Christian virtues.

—Colin R. Johnson
(Preston, Vic)

international Year of
the Family

To the Editor,
The underlying intention of

the above was to focus world­
wide attention on the impor­
tance of the family to society in
general and particularly to the
developmentand well-being of
children. It seems to me that
you have "missed the boat",
for The Australian Christian has
been singularly outstanding in
its neglect of this matter.

Tell me, is it our fault (as
readers) that you have not been 

seeke^rferacoW
Worship”

Letters are limited to
200 words

Trade unions
To the Editor,

Asalife-longTradeUruonist
and office bearer of the Punt­
ing & Kindred Industries Un­
ion and an active member of
Churchesof Christ for73years,
I wish to take issue with Jack
Marshman in his letter in The
Australian Christian of 3 Decern-
ber.

It must be understood that
theroleoftheUnionsistobring
about a more just and equitable
share in the profits of industry
and also to strive for reason­
able conditions for all. In this
respect, they have been singu­
larly successful from the
Tolpuddle martyrs, to the
present day. The stand taken
by Unionists has been benefi­
cial to all society, particularly
in helping us to see that all
people, whatever their station
in life, have a right to enjoy the
prosperity to which all have
contributed. Regrettably, in the
union movement (as in the
churches), a minority give the
whole a bad image through
their excesses. This does not
negate the historical good that
the Unions have contributed to
our society.

Personally, my prayers and
good wishes are with Alan
Matheson and all who, with
good will, seek to serve their
co-workers and society.

—Em Baxter
(Momington, Vic)

A Distorted Viewpoint
To The Editor,

The provocative and often
challenging articles written by
Alan Matheson make for good
reading and stir the mind and
soul about faith and, indeed,
the future of Churches of Christ.

However, Alan betrayed his
own commitment to research
and scholarship in the conclud­
ing paragraphs of his article,
"A Distorted Ministry?" ("AC"
19 November). I agree with the
major thrust of the article and
have long advocated the need
to broaden our view of minis­
try and reflect that in our train­
ing and through the processes
of Conference.

motivated—eg telephone calls
letters, references to suitable
material—or is "the family" not
really that important in the
Christian context?

Perhaps you can make a val­
iant effort to effectively answer
my criticism by placing an em­
phasis on "the family" in the
final issue of 1994.

—Vin Waters
(Footscray,Vic)

Women and Gifts
To the Editor,

I feel hesitant in replying to
the comments made by H.L.
Pietzsch ("AC" 3 December)
because I find it difficult to ad­
dress such comments construc­
tively due to my amazement
and unbelief that these com­
ments continue to be made.

H.L. Pietzsch is strong on the
point of obedience, which I

However, Alan's references
to "old boys" networks and
departments that"increasingly
do not advertise vacancies",
that no department has "an
equal opportunity policy for
staffing or Committee appoint­
ments", and that there are "no
external review processes in
place" of departmental offices,
is certainly not true of the Vic-
Tas Department of Community
Care. I am not aware that Alan
contacted this department for
information. He certainly did
not speak to me. Did he speak
to other departments in Victo­
ria or the other states? For the
record, Vic-Tas Community
Care has a policy to advertise
vacancies, is finalising its Equal
Opportunity policy for staff­
ing and conducts annual re­
views of senior appointments.
It is always dangerous to make
broad-sweeping, generalised
statements without contacting
the proper source.

—Trevor Giles
(Vic-Tas Department of

Community Care)

Trade Unions
To the Editor

Alan Matheson ("AC" 5 No­
vember) led with his chin by
proposing that the church
(which seems to me to be largely
conservative and middle class)
should support unionism. I
think he's right however and I
am on his side.

I joined the Association of
Professional Engineers, Aus­
tralia at about the time of its
founding and waited 10 years
whilst it negotiated its way
through the Arbitration Court
eventually achieving a regis^
tered minimum award. This
award gave professional engi­
neers, as individuals, an au­
thoritative basis on which to
negotiate salaries appropriate
o their skills and responsibili­

ties, which previously  had been
grossly unjust. It was especially
valuable in dealing with bm
reaucracies.

My personal experience is
different from

that of Jack Marshman ("AC" 3
if m?erl‘But apart from this,
if one looks at the history of
employee conditions, theirstate

as been a very sorry one. Read, 

Dear Daniel,
voSSh f°ryourlastletter. !n ityou talked about the fact that
worshio fDn?caSu,m°Ved tO a more "seeher-friendly" style of
would ?pp)D > this mean a service at which Judith Durham
format ha welcome?) I am not surprised to hear that the new
toTnd o!!fbr°lll8ht ne8ative reactions from those who are used

Hp? e,-er' tke more traditional style of worship.
church t^L eS r?6 t^le £reatest dilemmas facing the Australian
familiar , aZ’ L° ye keep worship exclusively for those who are
exDre«inn?r>trjdldOnaI ohurch culture, music, language and
of miccinp ? We ^ow worship to become another avenue
essentials of a rachcal change in the way we express the
to the "imrh efa!th toward a form of worship more appropriate
those of nc yrohed ' Australian? This may, of course, require
to a stvlp V ° pr^er the traditional styles of worship, to yield
uncomfortable^013^ Cou^ he unfamiliar and, at times,

whichpvlJT°WTVanswer is! It seems that, as a minister,
excluded T ayi advocate will exclude people who should not be
arroeantii, am corjvinced, however, that the we can no longer
every time ih*^^ seekers" to make a cultural quantum leap
are to S WaIk in the door of the church. The reality is, if we
way the wp bi osPei to the world, then we mustproclaim itin a
rary needs L .^derstands and in a way that meets contempo-
no matter t, must surely include relevant styles of worship,
them. h°W uncomfortable we "traditionalists" may find

Until next time,
Pastor Salt
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commend him on. Has it oc­
curred to him that many
women are being obedient to
the call that God has placed on
their lives by being responsive
to the commandment that
Christ gave us all—to make
disciples of all nations. As a
result of this obedience, men
and women are gifted in areas
such as full/part-time minis­
try, preaching God's Word,
presiding, reading, singing,
helping, teaching, encouraging,

CALL
Give yourself a Gift or give

someone a gift

$8.50
GIFT VOUCHER

For 1995 Subscription to
CALL

-includes all postage-
an excellent women's

newsletter-type magazine

Write now-enclose your
cheque and recipient's

address to:
CALL Voucher
PO Box 287
Williamstown SA 5351

f An eight-page (A5)
n I C] monthly of Churches
r II U Christ women in SA 

cleaning, counselling, serving
and being a witness of God's
love and power in the home,
church, workplace, school, etc.

The Holy Spirit does not dis­
criminate on gender when he
gives his people gifts and tal­
ents to build up the body of
Christ. I believe such comments
as made by H.L. Pietzsch only
serve to build barriers and un­
dermine the ministry of Christ's
church.

May I suggest that he reads
Matt 25:14-30 concerning the
Parable of the Talents and in
particular what happens to the
servant who doesn't use the
talent that his master gave.

—Liz Tilson
(East Keilor, Vic)

Attack on the Bible
To the Editor,

I was stirred in my heart af­
ter reading the article several

weeks ago which suggested
that some books should not be
in the Bible. I was saddened to
read that some people wish not
to believe the Word of God.

I believe the whole Bible is
inspired by God. It is God's
Word to us and it is full of life
and power. It has had great
impact on my life and I am not
ashamed to declare my com­
mitment to it. The New Testa­
ment seems full of references
to the Old Testament by Jesus
and Paul, as well as by other
writers. Just taking the Old Tes­
tament references out of the
New Testament would leave it
full of holes.

I was specially blessed when
our church did the "Faith
Comes By Hearing" program
with the Bible Society earlier
this year. I bought the drama­
tised New Testament and my
wife and I were so blessed by it

I we listened as much as we
could. I found my spiritual life
encouraged and my faith
strengthened.

I was so blessed that I then
purchased the dramatised Old
Testament and found that in­
spiring and full of value—I had
never noticed before. The Bible
is more alive to me now than
ever.

It is not a dead book. I get
inspired by reading both die
Old and New Testaments and I
have no desire to miss out on
any of the blessings they bring.

If people arespeaking against
the Bible it must be that they
are not reading it and believing
it to be what it is, God's Word.
If they would read it in faith,
they would have no doubt
about its importance and the
value of every word.

—Ron Hooper
(Preston, Vic)

eX Pontius' Puddle 

IBn(iDgnoai]pDny Gordon Stnn°Hfiimg
Life of Tertius, the biography of Gordon Stirling, is still

available and would make a great Christmas gift at only$15 per
copy (two for $25, three for $35). All prices include postage.

Order Form—Life of Tertius
Name
Address

Postcode
Number of Copies: Amount Enclosed: S
Payment can be made by Bankcard, Visa or MasterCard

Please charge my—
2| Bankcard ] MasterCard

Card number

] Visa

Expiry date 
Signature

Send to:
The Australian Christian
Life of Tertius
PO Box 101
North Essendon 3041

uife of

Boy TT®n°iinuas
Illustrated by Daniel Changer

17 December 1994 The Australian Christian (521) 9



Media Review

Books
Shared Journey—Beyond the
spoken Word
by Ray Vincent (Self published) $9.95

reted Churches of
Christ minister and university lecturer.
His wife Jean suffered a stroke in 1987 in
which she lost her speech, gradually slip­
ping further into dementia until she died
in 1992. In this 60-page book, Ray lets us
into the hallowed ground of their relationship in these six years.
In a series of separate stories, he describes how they communi­
cated in spite of Jean's silence. It is a privilege to be allowed to be
with them in the intimacy of their experiences, both before and
after Jean's admission to "Carinya"; to walk slowly beside them
in God's wonderful world, to witness experiences of love and
courage and to share Ray's honest expression of a gamut of
feelings, but above all, to share his insights into the nature of God
that came from this experience. In her foreword to the book, Eira
Clapp writes, "With careful economy of words and without
excessive emotionalism, Ray succeeds in giving dignity to the
final stages of Jean's life and a rare insight into the hope, joy and
sorrow that accompanies such a time." Very highly recommended
for general reading, and especially for carers of those suffering
from the various forms of dementia.

contemporary Australians who have little or no Christh
ground, and they are a rapidly increasing number. Alister M r k'
starts us off, but leaves us to finish the job. ,cljrath

-GRS
victory Ouer The Dartmess
by Neil T. Anderson. (Monarch Publica­
tions.) $12.95.

"I cannot recommend this book highly
enough." I wholeheartedly agree with that
endorsement of Neil Anderson's penetrat­
ing first book by Colin Urquhart.

The author's stated purpose is to deal
with the foundation issues of maturity in
Christ. Through reading this book you
will discover how to walk by the Spirit.

One of the foundation issues of matu­
rity he deals with most effectively is our
sense of identity and self-worth in Christ.
In fact, he marshals two lists of Scriptures 
specifically designed to build up a Chris­
tian's identity and self-worth.

He states that there is a battle for our minds and that we need
to be transformed in order to grow spiritually. The title of the
book, Victon/ Over The Darkness, has to do with gaining insight
into how to manage our emotions and to be set free from the
emotional traumas of our past life through faith and forgiveness.

There is an excellent chapter on forgiveness headed "Healing
Emotional Wounds From Your Past", that enumerates 12 simple

10 (522)

steps to forgiveness. The book is packed full of case histories of
ordinary people and of the liberation that results when these
Biblical principles are applied.

As the author states, Victory over The Darkness is laid out
something like a New Testament epistle. The first half of the book
lays a doctrinal foundation and defines terms which are neces­
sary for understanding and implementing the more practical
chapters which follow. Practicality is the essence of this marvel­
lous little handbook for those on the growing edge.

Distributed by Christian Marketing Australia. —Bob Whan

Notice Board
Withit Church of Christ

There is no
Santa” clause

in God’s
Christmas

covenant with
you.

Further comments on Ray's book were made by Lyn Sampson,
the Senior Medical Officer at The Cottage Hospice in Perth, WA:
"I work as a doctor in Palliative Care, an essential element of
which is walking and watching with someone in their dying days
and hours. Such also was Christ's desire of his friends in the
Garden of Gethsemane.

I have found, within these writings of Ray Vincent, both an
example 'par excellence' of true palliative care and a privileged
glimpse into the way love works.

I enjoyed the generous revelation of special moments shared,
these are the small intimacies that bind us together so strongly
over time; the threads from which a marriage is woven, the
'blending of all beauty and goodness'.

I commend these reminiscences to all who love and who know
fire courage and strength that love affords. This 'shared journey'
is a personal journey, but many of us will recognise within it__
sometimes with joy, and sometimes with pain—parts of it we
ourselves have walked and will, perhaps, find comfort in the
reassurance that 'beauty and love are never wasted never
destroyed.'" '

Available from Churches of Christ offices in WA and Vie
leading bookshops in WA, and from Ray Vincent, 45/39 Hertha
Road, Innaloo 6018. -Cordon Stirling

Making sense of the Cross
by Alister McGrath (IVP).

Alister McGrath is an Oxford theologian and world-wide
convention speaker. In this book he sets out to give his readers !
fresh look at the cross. He aims to put "the theology of the cross
into the vernacular". As theNewTestamentwritersmused on th !
cross, they used what were then contemporary thought forms
words and idioms to express the meaning of the cross to I™
Gentiles of their day. Alister looks at these figures of splech and
images that were so relevant then and tries to expras the^
language thought forms and idioms familiar to moden^ChriT
^^■I^doesthisvery well and thebookisworthreadkwfortiX
alone. However, the next step for us is to take these m£E« j
to express them in the language, idioms and thouJK^f 
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Dry land regatta
Emmaus staff are celebrating
their win in the first inter-homes
open-bottom boat race. Pro­
gressing through the heats, they
withstood strong competition
to take the inaugural Henley
On Atherton Trophy. They
now claim the honour of stag­
ing the event next year.

Central Office staff won the
first heat in "Muriel", outwit­
ting the "Betheden Wizards"
at the turn for home. The Wiz­
ards were outmanoeuvred
rounding the Lincoln Avenue
buoy and their mast became
entangled in low branches on
the riverbank.

The second heat was less suc­
cessful, with Muriel capsizing 

and returning to the finish line
upside down.

Henley on Atherton was the
climax to three days' adven­
ture in Central Australia for
the residents at Christian Guest
Home, Oakleigh, Vic.

Tents, bush tucker and camel
rides became the order of the
day. Staff provided events and
activities on an outback theme.

The Manager, Kate Duggan,
Recreation Coordinator, Mary-
Lou Murphy, and all the staff
are thanked for the many hours
of hard work they put in to
make the day a wonderful suc­
cess.

The boat race was an oppor­
tunity for teams from the vari-

• Running the regatta

ous sections of the Vic-Tas
Department of Community
Care to mix socially and com­
petitively.

Each of the homes entered
boats, building relationships
between staff members, and
providing an enjoyable and 

entertaining afternoon for the
residents.

Proving a successful event,
the race will become an annual
event held at the location of the
previous year's winner.

Crews are already refining
their boat designs for 1995!

Christian Guest Home
Residents are now enjoying liv- Home, Oakleigh, Vic. With su­
ing in the first new twelve-bed pervision from staff, they are
house at Christian Guest developing an independent

Dampening Christmas Spirit
Northside Community
Church, well known for its
work among people in trouble
and the disadvantaged, was
robbed of all its electronic and
music equipment last week.
The robbery, still being investi­
gated by the police, seems to be
the work of some highly skilled
crooks who somehow circum­
vented the security system to
take away their haul. CDs, cas­
sette decks, microphones, video
cassette recorders, television
sets and electronic keyboards,
all used as a modem means of
communicating the Christian
faith in this contemporary
church, have been stolen.

Senior minister Jay Bacik
says: "I suppose when you say
the church is open to all kinds
of people we had better be just
that. Sometimes some of those
people will take advantage of
us and rip us off. I feel sorry for
people whose need for money 

is so bad that they will steal
from others. In fact, in robbing
the church, the thief or thieves,
have robbed their neighbours
who have provided the equip­
ment for the church to make its
communication more effective.
It looks as if the church will be
without insurance as the thefts
do not involve an obvious
break-in!"

"We will manage, our peo­
ple sing like angels without the
microphones, but we are dis­
appointed that our communi­
cation will be thwarted by the
greed of a few. Northside Com­
munity Church will press
ahead with its plan to have its
Home Alone Christmas Day
lunch on December 25 in the
car park in Hume Street. We
intend to have a happy and
joyous Christmas and we in­
tend to share that with hun­
dreds of people, with or with­
out electronic gear."

lifestyle in the close, home-like
environment of the house. It is
designed for maximum pri­
vacy, and provides accommo­
dation that is appropriate to
the needs of elderly people. The
house has en suites, kitchen and
lounge facilities and a gas log
fire.

This house is the first to be
completed in the redevelop­
ment of the Christian Guest
Home site. Houses two and
three are currently being built.

When completed, residents
will be relocated from part of
the old building complex. This
will then be demolished and
two more houses will then be
built.

The Victorian house will be
refurbished. New interior de­
cor will restore the building to
its original style and will pro­
vide a more attractive and use-
able facility for recreational ac­
tivities and social interaction
for the residents. The refurbish­
ment will complete the current
building project.

As we were goinhg to press,
news arrived that Ross Lloyd,
one of our retired ministers,
died on Saturday 10 December
1994. An obituary will follow
in a later issue of the "AC".

Hymn Book Report
The proposed contents of the revised Australian
Hymn Book are set out in this report, now
available from religious book shops. Additional
stocks may be ordered by book shops from E.J.
Dwyer (Tel: (02) 550 2355, Fax: (02) 519
3218).

Comments on these proposals are now invited.
The “response by” date has been extended to 30
April 1995 to allow greater participation from
all interested participants.
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News

Sexual (Mis)behaviour
Keeping sex out of pastoral relationships

Marie Fortune, a world author­
ity on dealing with sexual abuse
by church leaders and clergy,
recently reminded Melbourne
audiences that sexualising a
pastoral relationship is never
right and is always the respon­
sibility of the minister/leader
involved.

Marie argued that the inher­
ent or perceived power attrib­
uted to a minister within the
parish, or a superior within
denominational structures/
agencies, makes a myth of "in­
formed consent". Such label­
ling also misrepresents the be­
trayal of the pastoral relation­
ship when sexualising behav­
iour occurs. The minister/
leader is trusted both by God
and the believing community
with the well-being of others.
In sexualising a pastoral rela­
tionship, the minister (or supe­
rior within an agency) exploits
the personal needs of the other
person.

Marie further argued that,
within church situations, po­
tential leaders/clergy have to
receive a clear message that one
of the responsibilities of being 

entrusted with their role is to
never sexualise a professional
relationship. Furthermore,
ministers must understand that
it is always their responsibility
to ensure this standard of be­
haviour. She suggested that the
focus should be on behaviour,
not the needs of the persons.
Did the minister/superior/
leader sexualise a professional
relationship? Then wrong has
been committed by that person
and that person must be dealt
with.

What intrigued me was the
focus by some of those present
on what this would mean for
single ministers, when clearly
the reason for the church re­
examining this area of conduct
is because married ministers/
leaders engage in this behav­
iour. However, Marie did sug­
gest various ways single min­
isters could pursue romantic
interests. Marie acknowledged
that sexualising pastoral rela­
tionships was done by women
as well as men, by homosexual
as well as heterosexual persons,
but was mainly perpetrated by
heterosexual men against het­

erosexual women. It seems to
me that her message will be
heeded over time, because of
the financial costs of potential
lawsuits against ministers and
the church. Women involved
in these sexualised situations
will realise that it could be ar­
gued that they were not in a
position to give informed con­
sent and that their trust in a
minister was betrayed. Hus­
bands have also claimed dam­
ages to compensate them for
the betrayal of trust by the min­
ister when he engaged in sex
with the claimant's wife.

Weneedaclearethicalpolicy
which spells out that the
sexualising of pastoral or pro­
fessional relationships will be
regarded as an abuse of power
and a betrayal of trust, and
therefore contrary to the Gos­
pel. This policy also must indi­
cate clearly that the minister/
superioris the one held respon­
sible for any sexualised inter­
action. It must state that this
unacceptable behaviour dem­
onstrates an unsuitability for
leadership positions.

—Louis van Laar

Unheard of decision
That's exactly Wka(.
Bathurst NSW, churchy
during the entire month ,
November. We made a
sion to forego our Sundav
morning services in order to
facilitate a series of outreach
seminars entitled "Coni™
With Change". P ng

Radio advertisements and
newspaper articles advertising
"It's not Church but it's hap­
pening this Sunday ..." saw
our average attendance rise
from 100 to 125. The church
family were encouraged to in­
vite their friends and neigh­
bours along, not to church but
to a seminar that would be of
benefit to them. Other people
came as a result of the advertis­
ing. The seminars included
"Coping with Change in the
Church, in the Family, in the
Society and in the Person" and
were given by Dr Keith Farmer
(Principal NSW Theological
College), Graham Jones (Coun­
sellor, Castle Hill), Graham
Long (Senior Minister Castle
Hill) and Major Geoff
Whybird (Salvation Army).

The seminars were directed 

Subjects available:
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to non-church people and, in
order not to overlook the needs
of our own church family, we
ensured that everyone was in­
vited into one of our nine home
groups where communion was
shared. We also gathered for a
special evening service of wor­
ship, prayer, praise and thanks­
giving. The entire month was
very successful and we are still
reaping the benefits. Our God
is a creative God and he will
use even "crazy" ideas such as
cancelling church to bring his
lost people back to himself.
Lateral thinkers be encouraged.

Please contact the College office for further Information
41 Brookfield Road

(PO Box 55)
Kenmore, Qld 4069

Phone (07) 378 7633
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Launceston's new facilities

•A children's playground is one of the new church's
features

Relocation Celebration.
3-4 December was a big week­
end in the life of the Launces­
ton, Tas, church. Saturday saw
a monster Garage Sale of build­
ing materials, radios, videos,
books, bric-a-brac, etc. A Dev­
onshire Tea and conducted
tours of the premises were also
enjoyed by the patrons.

Graeme Agnew of the
Marion, SA, church was guest
speaker at all three services on
the Sunday. The afternoon saw
the official opening of our new
premises at 71 Frederick Street
and had been eagerly antici­
pated by all.

Federal, State and local Gov­
ernment officials, representa­
tives of the Council of
Churches, the Ministers' Fra­
ternal and Don Smith of the
Vic-TasDepartmentof Mission,
Education & Development
were present. Thebusiness and
tradespeople who co-operated
so magnificently to provide
what we feel is a wonderful
worship centre and a functional
plant that is already being used
to service groups such as
"Skillshare" (a community
based group with Government
funding to assist the unem­
ployed) were also special
guests.

The seating capacity of the
worship centre can be enlarged
to500 by openinga folding wall
in the foyer and by the use of a
mezzanine floor looking down
on to the auditorium.

In anticipation of large crowd
in the afternoon, arrangements
were made for the use of the 

nearby Catholic Church's two
car parks in addition to our
own 55 parking spaces. Some
of the morning worshippers liv­
ing a distance from the church
brought lunch with them, en­
suring a seat for the afternoon
meeting!

Craig Spaulding led the
service and the Chairman of
the Elders Board dedicated the
premises. Jeff Weston, the
Project Manager, handed the
key to Darryl Peart, Chairman
of the Board, and the plaque
commemorating the occasion
was unveiled by "the Children
of the Church of Christ".

Guest singer, Tammy
Tolman of Wollongong, pre­
sented items and led a chil­
dren's segments at all services.
A thanksgiving offering was
received to be divided between
local City Care, City Mission
and Temcare and the Churches
of Christ Overseas Mission
Board.

Graeme Agnew challenged
us to the pursuit of excellence
which generates enthusiasm or
drive, it elevates us and liber­
ates us as we continue the de­
velopment of our premises
from a tin shed to be a light­
house in the community.

Following the service, after­
noon tea was served and it was
a time whenmany visitors from
other states and locals were
shown over the premises. The
weekend culminated on a high
note, when two decisions, a
married couple, were made.

—P. Harrison.

After 81 years in the samebuild­
ing, members of the Launces­
ton Church of Christ have de­
cided on a change.

And it's not just because of a
regular Sunday attendance of
more than 330.

Youth minister Darryl
Tobler said that various new
facilities will provide all gen­
erations with something to do
outside of the chapel.

"The facilities for people of
all ages are much more ad­
equate," he said.

"Programs are being run for
babies through to elderly peo­
ple."

The new worship centre and
multipurpose hafis, meeting
rooms, creche, mezzanine
lounge and kitchen will be com­
plemented by off street park­
ing, lawns, gardens, barbecues
and a safe children's play­
ground.

MrTobler said that the play­
ground in particular was part
of the church's central theme of
families.

"We have plenty of young
families who are members here,
so we are happy to be able to
cater for them," he said.

"We're very proud of our
new outdoor facilities and hope
for many years of use."

The new chapel will hold up
to 380, with flexible door facili­
ties to make way for a further
120.

Months havegoneinto reno­
vating the former plas terers fac­
tory and adjacent vacant land.

Regular working bees in­
volving up to 50, many of them
local tradesmen who donated
their time, kept the renovation
on schedule. Project manager
Jeff Weston has overseen simi­
lar church renovation projects
in Hobart and Darwin.CHAPLAIN

Applications are invited for the fractional-time position
of Christian Chaplain at Swinburne University of Tech­
nology main campus, Hawthorn, Victoria. The Chaplain
is accredited by the Council for Chaplaincies in Tertiary
Institutions.

A description of the position is available from: Dr
Stewart Gill, Secretary, CCTI Presbyterian Theological
College 684 Elgar Rd, Box Hill North 3129. Tel (03) 898
9384, Fax (03) 898 9872; to whom applications should be
sent by 17 February 1995

EDUCATION
A Christian Academy (ACE) at an Eastern suburbs

Baptist Church is seeking a
Missionary-minded full-time

SUPERVISOR
for the day-to-day operations of its learning centre

Interested persons should write to:
Mr Chris Smith
PO Box 137
Kilsyth Vic 3137
(Marked Private and Confidential)
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News

Kenmore Graduation
'W/?en the End is the Beginning"

Daryl Thorpe represented
those celebrating their silver
anniversary of graduation.

Bill Thombum, senior min­
ister of Southport, Qld, spoke
on the theme "When the End is

Graduations are very special
events. They bring to comple­
tion years of study and hard
work, and are usually very
happy affairs, to be celebrated

as such.
Kenmore Christian Col­

lege's 1994 graduation, held in
the Uniting Church, Kenmore,
was all of that.

This year the College ac­
knowledged the work of Pro­
fessor Allan and Mrs Betty
Wilson. Professor Wilson has
served for 26 years as chairman
of the Board and Mrs Wilson
has given many years of de­
voted service to the Ladies
Auxiliary. The newly elected
chairman, David Lowe,
"drew" a portrait of these faith­
ful people and their devoted
service.

Pam and Gary Hine, home
on furlough from Papua New
Guinea, were welcomed. Fay
.and Jan Christensen, also
graduates of Kenmore and
home on furlough, were re­
membered in the recent death
of their father, Horace
Christensen. Horace and
Shirley Christensen have been
faithful supporters of Kenmore
for many years.

the Beginning".
In spite of their continuing

illness, John and Bernice Hicks
were able to train the students
as a choir. Alan Hermann, Con­
ference President, led the dedi­
cation.

Neil and Tony O'Hare, a fa­
ther and son combination,
graduated together. Prior to
coming to Kenmore Christian
College, Neil was a barrister
and Tony a psychologist.
Tony's wife, Joanna, also
graduated. Neil was dux of the
College and, between the three
of them, they accounted for half
of the prizes presented at
graduation.

Students graduating and the
churches they will serve in 1995
are: Ian and Judith Flood
(Marburg), Tony and Joanna
O'Hare (Logan West), Neil
O'Hare (Garden City, Toow­
oomba), David Forbes (Mt
Tamborine Presbyterian),
Richard Joseph (Caloundra)
and David Me Allan (Eagleby).

A Gr®a£
South Australian Ordination Service

• (L to R) Keith Ridge, Debbie snort, Carl Lee, Russell
Mountford and Robert Leane

On the afternoon of 27 Novem­
ber, around 250 filled the Grote
Street church for a Service of
Ordination and Commission­
ing.

Debbie Short (Torrensville),
Russell Mountford (Croydon)
and Carl Lee (Mt Gambier)
were ordained into ministry
with Churches of Christ in
Australia, and Carl was also
commissioned as a chaplain
with ITIM.

What a great celebration it
was! Robert Leane, National
President, led the ordination 

segment and Keith Ridge, SA
State President, conducted the
ITIM commissioning. Repre­
sentatives from ITIM and the
wider church participated in
the service and a team from the
Blackwood church led some
inspirational singing.

The occasional address was
given by Julie Simpson, min­
ister with the Southern Circuit
Churches of Christ, who urged
tire candidates and all present
to grasp the gift of true wisdom
offered by God as a pathway to
an effective and satisfying life.

14 (526) 17 December 1994

Computer Software

Drug Arm
Ambrosia
The Temperance Alliance is
looking closely at the way it
operates in today's society.
From thebeginning of the 1980s
the various state Temperance
Alliances found that they were
having a significantly reduced
activity. They were consulted
less and their message ap­
peared to be being ignored.

Starting in Queensland, they
started to make radical changes.
Instead of justconcentrating on
the abolition of alcohol they
looked at educating on all
drugs. Queensland changed its
name to Drug-Arm and also
started looking at activities that
would help communities with
any problems they have with
drugs. 14

Other states and New Zea­
land have followed Queens­
land's lead and changed their
name. WA and NSW are both
working on this new model,'
withVictoria contemplating the
change early next year. Other
states also looking at this
change.

The Victorian Temperance
Alliance is making the move
for a variety of reasons. One is
the need to bring new people
into the movement and give a
new range of leadership. There
is also the advantage of tap­
ping into already successful
programs that Queensland has
developed. There are also ad­
vantages in that material used
thenbecomes interchangeable.

Drug-Arm can be described
as a drug awareness and relief
movement They are working
at providing good resources 

and aid research in all drug
areas. They are also working
on providing drug education
from an early age, including
developing a program for pri­
mary school children (IDEA).
They are also concerned with
counselling and providing sup­
port groups for both the suf­
ferer from drugs (including al­
cohol and marijuana) and their
families. They are also devel­
oping a caring ministry through
street vans which are currently
operating in Queensland, NSW
and New Zealand, with plans
in hand both in Victoria and
Western Australia to introduce
this service. (This aims to in­
volve young people in helping
fellow young people.)

Alcohol is still the most costly
drug in its effect on society.
They still aim to lobby govern­

ments on various issues. Read­
ers interested in this should
contact their appropriate state
organisation as they have up­
graded their image and are
looking at educating Austral­
ians about all drugs in a new
and vibrant way.

—Chris Ambrose

CHRISTIAN
Computer Services

Full range of Christian Software
including Bible Reference and

Bible Study programs.
Shareware Programs and Games.
Biblical Adventure Games for

DOS, CD-ROM, Nintendo, Game Boy.

Computers and Accessories

Phone for our free catalogue.
Ph: (08) 369 2255 Fax: (08) 369 2277



Mews

East Tamworth church

«Meredith Ramsey’s baptism

International
Vietnamese New
Testaments
The publication of 30,000
copies of the Common Lan­
guage NewTestamentby the
Roman Catholic Church in Vi­
etnam was celebrated in Ho
Chi Minh City on 13 August.
Permission was granted by
authorities in January to print
and distribute the New Tes­
tament, which is the work of
Roman Catholic translators
within Vietnam. About two-
thirds of the cost of the initial
print run was met by the
United Bible Societies. The
UBS is also expected to as­
sist with a print run of 190,000
copies in three different for­
mats in the coming year. The
Old Testament translation is
likely to be completed around
1997.

Soviet Christians On-
Line
ASSIST Ministries and the
Christian Interactive Network
in the US are using the CIN
on-line services, accessed
through CompuServe, to re­
cruit and link together pen
pals as part of a discipling
project. The “Bridge of Friend­
ship" program is to link new
Christians in all of the 15 re­
publics of the former Soviet
Union with believers in North
America, who can write to
them and also help them grow
in their faith. The ministry has
already received 47,000 let­
ters from new believers re­
questing pen pals.

Good News Bible
Harper Collins and the British
and Foreign Bible Society
have launched the second
edition of the Good News Bi­
ble, first published in 1976.
Over 35 million copies have
sold. One of the features of
the new edition is the use of
inclusive language-terms like
‘‘men’' or “brothers" are no
longer used where women
were clearly included in the
original texts.

NT for NZ Troops
The Bible Society in New Zea­
land presented 2000 Good
NewsNewTestamentstothe
Principal Chaplains of the
New Zealand Defence Force,
as armoured personnel carri­
ers and 200 troops left the
country for Bosnia.

It’s more than "Country Mu­
sic", the big "Golden Guitar"
or the new guitar shaped tour­
ist centre. More than a city of
35,000 in North West NSW.
Tamworth was also the first
city in Australia to have elec­
tricity supplied to street light­
ing, hence "The City of Lights".

Those of us who live in
Tamworth also have a desire to
see it become a hub of Chris­
tian activity, which will bring
about an eternal glow and
brighten up more than streets.

At East Tamworth church
recently, we have had a flicker
of some great things happen­
ing-

Being a small fellowship, we
needed to see things more from
a Kingdom perspective, so our
focus has now been lifted,
thanks to Castle Hill church.
Castle Hill's elders decided to
lend East Tamworth their sup­
port by encouragement, prayer 

and showing some interests in
the work up here. Whilst we
have yet to get together in some
formal way, the spirit has been
greatly lifted by the knowledge
of this support.

On 27 September, the church
tookitsserviceoutof town onto
George and Yvonne Hobbs'
neighbour's farm, beside the
river for a baptismal service.
Just one week before, the river
had stopped running and we
were not sure if the selected
location was to be the place.
However, God sent rain and
the river was up and running,
so Meredith Ramsey became
our first baptismal candidate
for this year.

The following Sunday, we
declared "Membership Sun­
day". Eightnew memberswere
welcomed into the fellowship
and some 40 existing members
reaffirmed their membership.

What else has been happen­

ing? Without a lot of detail, yet
equally as exciting... We have
seen, four home fellowship
groups established; Kids For
Christ, a Sunday afternoon pro­
gram for young people up and
running; Sunday afternoon
prayer hour; a new musical
group called "Calala Brass",
with two of our musicians in­
volved to reach out into the
community through this mu­
sic.

Hopefully, inthenearfuture
Tamworth will be known as
more than just a tourist attrac­
tion. It will also be known for
what Christ is doing in the
church. Already, we are begin­
ning to see what he is doing
with one small fellowship like
ours. Please join with us in
prayer so that Tamworth will
become a real "City of Lights".

j?>re©{n?®®@]aF
Mos©]®©]
participate in the AC's
ministry
For several years, Joan Pye has
been of great assistance to The
Australian Christian by com­
ing in twice a month and proof­
reading each issue. She has in­
dicated that she can no longer
do this' on a regular basis.

We are looking for anyone
who is able to come to our of­
fice in North Essendon, Vic,
twice a month (on a Monday)
and assist by proof-reading
each issue. We offer great com­
pany, plenty of reading(l), a
chance to do the crossword
before anyone else and an op­
portunity to be involved in our
ministry. Anyone with a good
knowledge of English, a good
eye for detail and a willingness
to join in debate with the edito­
rial team over sometimes ob­
scure points of English gram­
mar, who has free time on Mon­
days (about 3-5 hours) should
contact Chris Ambrose on (03)
3791219.

We are also looking for peo­
ple who would be willing to be
contacted when we are looking
for an occasional replacement
proofreader for an occasional

i issue.

' Swan Hill Church of Christ—Victoria
invites applications for the position of

Full-Time Mimster
Persons who are called of God, experienced, mature
and feel they possess the leadership, communication
and pastoral skills required to lead an active church—
committed to growth—with a membership of 150 plus.

Applications should be addressed to:
David Holt
PO Box 932
Swan Hill Vic 3585
Telephone (050) 32 9719.

- T ---------
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approaching marriages

GOLDEN WEDDING

BUILDERS

HOLIDAYS

DEATHS

BISCHOFF Harold Charles,
passed away 22 November
1994 as a result of a car acci­
dent. Dearly loved and loving
husband and companion of
Muriel for 58 years. A life com­
mitted to God's service nowful-
filled in glory. Aged 86 years.

IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Car­
penters and builders. Renova­
tions, new houses, units or al­
terations. All jobs large and
small. For free quotes please
ring (03) 764 4883. 14 Hamp­
shire Court, Rowville.

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

110th Anniversary
and Homecoming

EVANS Jeannette and Dennis
praise God for 50 years to­
gether. Married at Church of
Christ Prospect, SA, on 13
January by A.E. Brown. Par­
ents of Adrian, Carol and Judyth
and 11 grandchildren.
WATSON-BERLIN Eleanor and
Alan were married on 6 Janu­
ary 1945 at Ann St Church of
Christ, Brisbane, by F.C. Hunt­
ing. Eleanor, Ian, Meagan,
Darren and Natalie Roberts join
with them in thanking God for
50 wonderful years together
and for our family friends who
have shared with us over these
years.
WHITING —MCCALLUM
Marjorie and Geoffrey were
married at the Unley Church of
Christ on 3 January 1944. Con­
gratulations Mum and Dad on
your golden wedding anniver­
sary with love from all your fam­
ily__________

OVER 23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 2721600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

HERVEY BAY, POINT
VERNON Whale watch or ex­
plore magical Fraser Island.
Premier holiday position. New
3BR house, lock-up garage. All
modern cons, has everything.
Fully furnished, carpets, colour
TV, washing machine, dryer,
microwave. Short stroll to Bay,
boat ramps, shops and parks.
Bookings phone (02) 790 3710.
HOUSEBOAT “White Heron" 8-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown,
SA. Phone (08) 3651153 or (085)
40 5250 or write 7 Gameau Rd,
Paradise 5075.
VISITING HOBART 3BR fully fur­
nished house. Phone (002) 34
1637 (or write to Johnson, 75 Mt
Stuart Rd, Mt Stuart 7000).

Saturday-Sunday,
4-5 March 1995

For inquiries contact
Secretary, Thelma Littlejohn

on (059) 89 2243.

Red Hill
Church of Christ

COTTLE—WRAY Kaye and
Reg Wray, Owen, SA, are de­
lighted that their only son, Pe­
ter, and Lindy, elder daughter
of Bronwyn and Garry Cottle,
Balaklava, SA, will be married
in Balaklava on Saturday 7
January 1995._____________

BISCHOFF Harold Charles on
22 November at Peninsular Pri­
vate Hospital. “Uncle Harold”,
loved and respected friend and
mentor of Gwenda Rogers and
Eunice Reidy. A faithful serv­
ant at peace with his Lord.
TIPPETT (Pascoe) Gwendoline
Laura passed away (peacefully)
30 November in her 83rd year.
Loving wife of Ran. Loved
mother of Rod and Jenny, Daryl
(dec), Pam and Frank, Barbara
and Russel, Ian, Joan and
Eddie. Loved Nanna of 15
grandchildren. Forever with our
Lord.

£= Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515

ACROSS
1 Wife of Felix (Acts 24)
4 Reply—"Its no___ " (Jer 18)
8 The other disciple_ faster

than Peter
9 Paul said “I_ will boast"

11 Description of plants given to
Adam

13 John did not want to use this (2
& 3 John)

15 Jewish month (Deut 16)
16 Even the sparrows build one

(Psa 83)
18 Wrong-doing
19 Davidweptathistomb(2Sam3)
20 Akrabbim is one (Jud 1)
21 Heroic son of Gad (Gen 46)
23 Son on Noah
24 Number of wise virgins
25 What a leopard will do in Jer 5

DOWN
1 Type of bones (Ezek)
2 Type of blast in Psa 147
3 Description of Babylonian pal­

ace in Isa 13
5 Stars as numerous as this
6 One of the acts of the sinful in

Gal 5
7 Descendent of Asher (1 Chr 7)
9 Amos was at home here

10 Paul was confident of this from
Philemon

11 Name listed in 1 Chr 8
12 Preposition (used 11,277 times

in Bible)
14 Response of Baruch in Jer 38
17 Peter fell into one in Acts 10
19 Enoch was seventh in line from

this person
22 Pronoun used 5,147 times

November Solution

crossword



World reiews

KlMHTDSGil
Indonesia: Systematic Violations
The 1991 Dili massacre, where
Indonesian troops opened fire
on a peaceful protest proces­
sion to the Santa Cruz cem­
etery, killing up to270,brought
theplightoftheEastTimorese
under Indonesian occupation
to the attention of the world.
Since Indonesia invaded East
Timor in 1975, a third of the
island's population has per­
ished and extensive human
rights violations have been
committed.

The atrocities in East Timor
are the most widely known of
those committed by the Indo­
nesian government, but they
form only part of the picture of
a repressive and authoritarian
regime.

The Indonesian government
has not depended exclusively
on overt violence to achieve its
aims. It has also maintained
tight ideological control, en­
shrined in the 1945 Constitu­
tion as the state ideology
Pancasila.

Pancasila embodies five prin­
ciples: belief in one God, hu­
manitarianism, national unity,
democracy and social justice.
Criticism of, or deviation from
Pancasila is punishable by law.
Since 1985, all social organisa­
tions have been required to
adopt Pancasila as their sole ide­
ology. When it was tabled, the
law provoked a storm of pro­
test, principally from the reli­
gious and human rights com­
munity.

The preoccupation with na­
tional security, stability and the
enforcement of strict ideologi­
cal conformity, contributes to
human rights violations, by re­
stricting fundamental political
and civil rights and providing
a veneer of legality behind
which to hide blatant abuses.

Advocate of independence
for East Timor, Aceh and Irian
Jaya, farmers who resist the
exploitation of their land; writ­
ers who challenge the state's
interpretation of history; Mus­
lim preachers who challenge
Pancasila, workers who exer­
cise their right to strike; activ­
ists who call for democratisa- 

tion; students and human rights
lawyers who criticise govern­
ment development policy and
urban squatters and traders
who create "disorder" by their
mere existence are all vulner­
able to accusation of being
subversives, communists, ter­
rorists or traitors. This puts
them at risk of arbitrary deten­
tion, torture, imprisonment or
death.

The New Order government
professes a strong commitment
to religious freedom, but se­
verely limits this in law and in
practice. The State recognises
only five religious faiths—Is­
lam, Catholicism, Protestant­
ism, Buddhism and Hinduism.
It also acts as the final arbiter
and enforcer of religious ortho­
doxy. According to the Attor­
ney General, the government
has disbanded or banned 517
religious groups and sects be­
tween 1949 and 1992, and has
arrested members of such
groups on charges of subver­
sion and involvement in illegal
organisations.

Four members of Haur
Koneng, a small religious com­
munity in West Java, were shot
and killed in July 1993 by gov-
emmentforces. Atleastten oth­
ers were injured in the raid.
While police claimed the com­
munity members were shot
because they resisted arrest, eye
witnesses say the troops at­
tacked without provocation,
launching grenades and tear
gas into the small compound,
then shooting the occupants as
they fled the burning buildings.

National human rights or­
ganisations investigated the
incident and concluded that
security forces had deliberately
killed unarmed civilians. De­
spite a police investigation, no
member of the security forces
has been charged, though sev­
eral Haur Koneng members
have been sentenced to jail
terms, accused of failing to sur­
render during the assault. The
judge said that rather than sur­
render, the three women had
"gathered together and chanted
prayers until the clash be tween 

the police officers and the sect's
followers occurred".

Using the protection of na­
tional security and public or­
der as a justification for their
actions, military authorities
have also interfered directly,
sometimes with force, in the
internal affairs of authorised
religious bodies.

Indonesia's Govemmenthas
killed, tortured and jailed its
opponents at will for almost
three decades, under the guise
of fighting communism and
instability. For most of that
time, the international commu­
nity has remained silent.

With the ‘fourth-largest
population in the world, a vast
store of natural resources and
an enormous supply of cheap
labour, Indonesia is seen as an
economic prize. The decima­
tion of the Indonesian Com­
munist Party (PKJ) in 1965 and
theestablishment of a staunchly
anti-communist military re­
gime improved economic op­
portunities and offered sub­
stantial political benefits of the
West at the height of the Cold
War.

Indonesia sits aside critical
sea-lanes which link the Pacific
and Indian Oceans, giving it
considerable strategic impor­
tance. Thus the USA and other
Western governments have
provided the New Order Gov­
ernment with abundant eco­
nomic, military and political
support, whilst ignoring clear
evidence of human rights vio­
lations.

Human rights abuse is not
confined to East Timor. Kill­

» Wawat Setiawati, gaoled
for praying rather than
surrendering to police

ous parts of Indonesia are not
isolated incidents, but part of
the pattern of gross and sys­
tematic human rights violations
which have unfolded over
more than a quarter of a cen­
tury. To be a human rights ac­
tivist in Indonesia is to put the
basic principles of right to life,
freedom from hunger and free­
dom of speech, association and
belief, before one's own life and
liberty. The best way we can
support the bravery of those
who choose to do this is to pub­
licise and be aware of the grave
violations of human rights for
which the Indonesian Govern­
ment is responsible.

For more information please
contact: Amnesty Interna-

ing, torture and political im- tional, 14 Risley St, Richmond

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11

7.00 p.m.

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

a.m. Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

in van-r< Vic 3121. Ph: (03) 427 7055.
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World News

A Place to Eat and Meet
New hall at Shrigonda

• Shrigonda's hall near completion

The assembly and dining hall
at Shrigonda, India, was close
to completion in August, as
shown in this photograph. By
October it had been painted
and, when the Committee of
Management for Churches of
Christ in Western India visited
the Girls' Home, they were
pleased to see the new hall.

The official opening is
planned for December, when
Jeff May (Executive Director)
and Jeff Weston (the new As­

sistant Director of the Over­
seas Mission Board) will be vis­
iting India.

There are 121 girls at
Shrigonda Girls' Home. The
Churches of Christ Overseas
Mission Board is seeking spon­
sors for several of the girls at
the Home. The supp ort scheme
fully covers the Board's budget
commitment each year for the
Girls' Home and Baramati
Boys' Home.

—Julie Trinnick

Life in the Biblical Era
Experience how it was

The Ein Yael Living Museum
in Jerusalem offers a "hands
on" biblical era experience.
Visitors can create their own
mosaics, harvest crops as if they
were farmers living 2,000 years 

ago, practice ancient crafts such
as weaving, basket making and
pottery, and participate in ar­
chaeological excavations.

Located in southern Jerusa­
lem's Refaim Valley, Ein Yael is
on the site of a beautifully pre­
served second century Roman
villa, replete with bathhouses,
attractive mosaic floors, an ol­
ive press and aqueducts and
reservoirs for irrigating the sur­
rounding fields.

The Jerusalem Foundation
and the Israel Antiquities Au­
thority have restored the es­
tate, capturing as much of the
original splendour as possible.
The site now includes a biblical
era farm in which participants
leam to cultivate, harvest and
thresh crops using channel irri­
gation. A particular highlight
of the agricultural year is the

Vanuaito
News from Londua, Banmatmat and Santo

From 14-22 October, some of
the Londua School students
from second and third year car-
pentry spent a week in
Luganville, Santo. The purpose
of their visit was for the boys to
have some fun playing soccer
matches against some of the
stronger teams in the town. It
was a good challenge and ex­
perience for them.

While in Santo they did a
good job in completing the
Vunamele church hall. In fact,
they were the ones who had
started the foundation late last
year and again they have come
to complete it. The Vunamele
church members are very
thankful to the students and
Londua school for all they have
done.

The Principal and the stu­
dents of Banmatmat Bible Col­
lege and the people of sur­
rounding villages have wit­

nessed, for the first time in the
history of Banmatmat, the
opening of a new water sup­
ply. Since the college opened in
1965 it had been using water
tanks and ground wells. Now,
30 years later the college is
thankful they have a new sys­
tem and also thankful to the
Vanuatu Government for their
help. It is good to see that God
can also use little ones to share
the Gospel. For the first time in
history of the Vanuatu church
in Santo, the children were in­
vited to take part in celebra­
tions of revival at the Church of
Christ on Tutuba Island. Their
performance included singing,
dramas and skits, making it a
great challenge to the people of
Tutuba. The ministry was lead
by Mrs Anneth Tabi, Alice Boe
and Miriam Tura.

—Joseph Tabirap
(Churches of Christ, Vanuatu)

process of olive picking and
the production of olive oil from
the site's press.

Children especially enjoy
milking the goats and partici­
pating in the production of
goats' cheese.

In addition, Ein Yael features
archaeological workshops held
in conjunction with experts that
immerse visitors in excavating,
collecting, washing, classifying
and photographing artefacts.

Ein Yne/'sworkshopsprovide
an authentic taste of how it must
have felt to live in the biblical
era.

—Simon Griver 

Have you thought of helping

“The Australian Christian”
in its ministry among

Churches of Christ?

Why not Include us In your will?

The following wording could be used

in your will:
I give and bequeath $....... (or a
percentage of the total estate) to
■‘The Australian Christian”, the na­
tional journal of Churches of Christ
In Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and tes­

tamentary expenses.
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