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Gordon Stirnng

"The W®

Cordon Stirling
IMIhere seems to be a lot of confusion

| about "the baptism of the Holy
B Spirit". Some say that it only hap

pened twice, at Pentecost, and in Cornelius'
house. Some say that it is a once for all
highly charged "second blessing" experi
ence. Some say that the only way that you
can know that you've had it is to speak in
tongues. Others say that it happens at bap
tism in water (Acts 2:38). Some haven't a
clue about it. And the strange thing is that
the phrase "baptism of the Holy Spirit"
does not appear in the NT. John the Baptist
is reported as saying that Jesus would
baptise people with the Holy Spirit.

Well, one of our ministers, Allan
Norling, also a practising psychologist,
has set out to settle the question and has
researched the New Testament long and
hard to discover how the members of the
first Christian church understood it. The
fruit of his diligent research is in a 290-
page book, Jesus—The Baptiser zuith the
Holy Spirit. It was reviewed in The Aus
tralian Christian (5 November 1994). Eve
ryone interested in discovering the New
Testament position on "the baptism of the
Holy Spirit" should read it, especially those
of us who have made up our minds that we
know what it is. The foreword of the book
has been written by Gordon Moyes.

Allan's main conclusion is that the New
Testament teaches that Jesus Christ is the
baptiser with the Holy Spirit and that it
happens whenever a believing Christian
becomes involved in a particular ministry
or service in the mission of the church. He
believes that Christians are filled with the
Spirit all the time, but when special dy
namic is needed Jesus baptises the person
with the Spirit to meet that need. Allan
claims that spiritual gifts are not given
once and for all, but only with the baptism
with the Holy Spirit for particular "pieces
of ministry". He does not agree with the
slogan "discover your gift and use it". He
says that when we accept the challenge of
service Jesus Christ baptises us with the
Spirit and gives us the appropriate gifts at
the time.

Allan Norling asked me to comment on
the book, which I did in a long letter. Here
are some extracts from it.

"I congratulate you on such a thorough
piece of research. I can't say that there is
anything in your book about which I seri
ously disagree.

The Australian Christian

At college I was taught the McGarvey
theory of 'the baptism of the Holy Spirit’,
that there were only two occasions for the
phenomenon. 1 did not feel satisfied that
the theory expressed what John the Baptist
and the prophet Joel were talking about. I
soon came to the understanding that 'the
baptism of the Holy Spirit' was the con
tinuing overwhelming by the Spirit in the
life of the Christian and of the church. 1
concluded that the phrases 'baptism of',
'infilling of', 'anointing' and 'the gift of'
were all figures of speech describing the
overwhelming power of the Spirit in the
life of the church.

"I also concluded that the three lists of
gifts were not meant by Paul to be exhaus
tive. The fact that each list differs from the
others seems to indicate that Paul, in dic
tating to his amanuensis, on each occasion
quoted the gifts that came to his mind as
appropriate to that occasion.

"I like your corrective word on 'discov
ering our gifts and then using them'. This
concept, as you say, has been the biggest
excuse ever used by people wanting to
'cop out' from ministries that are hard in
order to opt for the more 'cushy' or spec
tacular ones, especially as used by those
ministers who do not like making house
calls.

Your concept of our awareness of the
baptism with the Holy Spirit mostly only
after the event, or maybe never, is a hea Ithy
corrective to the highly charged so-called
'baptism of the Holy Spirit' experienced
by some under the influence of high pres
sure, either self-induced or induced by
others.

"You have usefully categorised the vari
ous works of the Holy Spirit and I like very
much your concept of the baptism with
the Spirit when appropriate gifts are
needed for each work of ministry. After all
the biblical purpose of the Holy Spirit is to
support the ministry of the church. How
ever, while it is useful to categorise the
activities of the Holy Spirit, we cannot
expect him to confine himself to our cat
egories.

"I like your affirmation that Jesus Christ
is the baptiser with the Holy Spirit. After
all is this not what the John passages and
the John the Baptist passage have been
saying? And of course the church histori-

continued on page 3
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People
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AFL chaplaincy
God knows why Richmond is
playing well. Undefeated, un
daunted but no longer under
estimated, the Tigers are play
ing with that intangible force
called spirit. With just a touch
of the spiritual as well.

Speak to anyoneat Punt Road
and it won't take long before
the conversation drifts around
to the almost serene bond which
exists between players and of
ficials. Then take a look at the
bench on match days and you
will notice the football man
ager, the runner, the trainers,
the three interchange players
and one other person whose
role during a game is not de
fined, but who is described by
coach John Northey as "one of
the best moves I have made in
football".

His name is Paul Cameron
and he is known to the players
as The Rev. The senior minister
with the Doncaster Church of
Christ, he has filled the role as
chaplain for the Richmond
Football Club for the past three
years, offering emotional sup
port and encouragement and,
when appropriate, spiritual
guidance.

Continued from page 2

cally has been affirming this in
such credal statements as 'the
Holy Spirit proceeds from the
Father and the Son'. I also like
your affirmation that Jesus
Christ initiates a special work
of the Spirit with special gifts
for each act of ministry. This
reflects the Old Testament con
cept of the work of the Spirit for
special occasions.

"While your book is about
the Holy Spirit its main theme
is the centrality of Jesus Christ
and that I endorse heartily. I
am also pleased that you have
drawn attention to the fact that
the chief work of the Holy Spirit
is to glorify Jesus Christ." ❖

Jesus—TheBaptiserwith the
Holy Spirit is available for
$14.95 from Allan Norling, PO
Box 219, Beecroft 2119, or by
phoning (02) 481 0267.

The decision to have
Cameron on the bench is rec
ognition of the growing role of
sports chaplaincy in the 90s.
There are about 100 sports
chaplaincy appointments
around Australia, including at
least seven in the AFL, with
several other clubs now closely
looking at finding a man of the
cloth for next year.

The non-denominational
Sports and Leisure Ministries
were started about a decade
ago by Baptist minister Mark
Tronson, who is chaplain to the
Australian Test cricket team,
and if you consider the success
of that particular group of men
of late, maybe the Tigers are on
to something.

Cameron is used to all the
religious jokes, the likes of
which Geelong and Gary Ablett
haveendured in recent seasons,
and people are always asking
him how he manages to fit in
Sunday games. (For the record
he holds two services before
dashing off to the game with
the full support of his congre
gation.) But he stresses his role
at the club is not to ram religion
down the throats of the players
but to offer advice and support
on a whole range of issues.

"The key is that chaplains
are sensitive people who relate
to others. We are people who
are not going to be Bible
bashers, but that doesn't mean
I am going to compromise my
beliefs or values. I think some
of us relatively younger ones in
the ministry are trying to break
down some of the images and
ideas of what ministers are like.
We try to connect to people on
a one-to-one friendship basis,
so the connection I have with
the players is as a mate, but so
they still know where I am com
ing from.

"We tend to operate at the
most basic level of faith. Part of
the role of the chaplaincy is to
break down some of the church
packaging, so people can un
derstand God is accessible to
everybody and not just certain
branches. I guess we are trying
to keep the rumour of God alive 

at the football."
Northey introduced a chap

lain at Melbourne when he
coached the Demons and on
his return to Tigerland was
adamant a chaplain could add
something to the mood of a
club. "He has been terrific for
us. It's not only when some
body gets married orsomebody
dies, Paul is as much a psy
chologist as a minister,"
Northey said. "The players ac
cept him and they are happy to
sit down and talk to Paul, where
they might not want to talk to
the coaching staff."

Footballers who are injured
or down on form normally find
The Rev sidling up at training :
and lending an ear. He has con- I
ducted marriages at the club
and memorial services when
there has been a death. When
skipper Tony Free broke his I
jaw for the second time last
season, it was The Rev who
drove him to hospital. When
he did Iris knee last week, one
of his first visitors was The Rev,
offering consolation and en
couragement. When players are
dragged during a game, the pat
on the head and the inspiration
to lift, will more often than not
come from The Rev.

"He is a very good bloke to
have around the club for the
young kids," wingman Michael
Gale said. "If someone gets
down on form and dropped to
the twos, they might like to talk
to The Rev, because he is not
involved on the match com
mittee. My grandfather died
last week and I suppose I was
OK about it, but it was still
good to talk to Paul."

Matthew Knights said the
players were surprised when
Northey told them they were
getting a chaplain. "He has cer
tainly added a different dimen
sion to the club. Paul has been
invaluable; just a good bloke to
have around a club. If any of
the boys have a problem they
want to talk about whether it
be family or whatever, he will
listen and he keeps everything
under the cuff."

Cameron said supporters
sometimes did not realise foot
ballers were human beings,
whose form could be influ
enced by other parts of their
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life. "It might be that he has
had a tiff with his lady and
that's why he is down. I am an
independentperson,and there
fore players feel free to talk to
me about a feeling they have
that may or may not be club
related. I have to be careful in
that they are going to talk to me
on the basis of trust and I could
blow my credibility if I report
back, but sometimes there are
ways of communicating in gen
eral or vague terms between
them and the coaching staff."

Cameron stressed he only
acted as a go-between for the
players and coach with the
players' permission. And he
stays right out of pure football
discussions, especially on ■
match days.

Northey said football clubs
now had trainers, weight train
ers, doctors, physios, dietitians.
"This is an area which people
had not thought about but it
has been so beneficial."

And Cameron is as big a fan
of Northey as Northey is of him.
"The coach and the coaching .
staff have a sense of family, |
and there is a real commitment
in the club which has enabled ;
the players to play to their ab
solute potential. John has a
unique ability to be able to dis-
cempotential, to be able to play
a wild card and pick a winner. 1
Whenever we feel trusted, we

I rise to the occasion and tha t fits
. right into this Christian gospel

stuff that I am talking about.
That is exactly what Jesus did;
he saw the sinner and saw their
potential and released them to
that potential."

The Tigers' sins are that they
haven't made the finals for 13
years. They may be about to •
repent.

Sports Weekly 10 May 1995. !
Report: Mark Harding.
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News

National Conference eaffoirir®©]
New structure being prepared
The planned National Confer
ence, originally to be held in
Adelaide, 7-15 October, has
been deferred.

The reason for the deferral is
that the National Council is in
the process of preparing a new
national structure, which will
require a new national consti
tution to be considered, passed
and implemented. This new
structure and the preparation
of the constitution has not been
completed and requires further
consideration by file state con
ference bodies and the National
Council itself. This further con

sideration, and the determina
tion of the 1996 date, will be
given at the meeting of the
National Council to be held in
Melbourne 25-27 August.

The restructure is a direct
request from the last National
Conference, when the council
was asked to bring recommen
dations for a new and more
contemporary way for the con
ference to operate.

The planned changes now
being considered will enable
Churches of Christ in Australia
to implement our vision of be
ing a contemporary Christian 

community, witnessing to the
values and beliefs of the New
Testament in a dynamic way
that expresses Christ's mission
and provides hope, justice and
renewal.

We will enter the future with
a new dynamic and determina
tion to be a contemporary Aus
tralian Christian community.

Apologies for those who an
ticipated "catching up" in Ad
elaide but the new structure
hopefully will be worth the
wait. —Ian Allsop

(National Conference
Secretary)

National Gathering
Church of Christ women’s gathering
Included in this issue is a sup
plement newsletter titled "The
2000 Woman: Mid-Winter edi
tion". It is published on behalf
of the National Gathering for
Women (and men) to be held at
Belair in the Adelaide Hills, 21-
24 September 1995.

The first edition appeared as
a supplement to The Australian
Christian of 4 March. People
who responded to the tear-off

slip at that time and since have
received regular information
and a registration form.

Each State Conference and
Women's Executive personnel
have been supportive in hav
ing additional information cir
culated throughout their state.
The same applies at a local
church level.

The goal has been to reach
every woman in Australian 

Churches of Christ with the
news that there is a National
Gathering, inviting them to
come and, whether they are
able to attend or not, to at least
be aware that this inaugural
event is happening in Septem
ber.

Please pray for the "Gather
ing" Task Group as they pre
pare for the program and for
the speakers and leaders.

National Gathering Music
Talented leader
Donna Hodgson is a young
woman with a lot of talent. She
has been invited to be the
evening worship leader at the
National Gathering for
Women, at Nunyara Centre,
Belair, SA (21-24 September).

Donna is married to Paul,
one of the ministry team at the
Blackwood, SA, church. They
first ministered at Tweed
Heads, NSW. Donna grew up
in the Magill, SA, church and
was actively involved in the
youth work and music there,
and was a member of the musi
cal group "The New Connex
ions" for 16 years. She has a
love of music, particularly sing
ing. Donna sees her role in wor
ship as an opportunity to lead 

people into recognising the
presence of God and inviting
them to praise and worship
him, but stresses this can only
be done in God's strength, not
her own—an awesome respon
sibility.

Donna says, "My prayer is
that we will encounter and meet
our God, and worship him to
gether."

Registration for the National
Gathering will close on 11 Au
gust, so people are advised to
post their registration forms
without delay. They are avail
able from local church wom
en's leadership, state confer
ence offices or Marj Dredge, 2
Gannet Avenue, Glenalta SA
5052.

RETIREMENT
VILLAGE

330-350 Frankston-
Dandenong Road

Seaford 3198
Phone (03) 786 8679

Managed by
Church of Christ

Frankston
1 and 2 bedroom villas
Motel type lodge suites
Waiting list open

Callendair
VP Thanksgiving Service

An ecumenical Thanksgiving
Service to commemorate the
50th anniversary of Victory in
the Pacific (VP) will be held
on 13 August at 12.30 pm at
Melbournes Shrine of Re
membrance. All heads of
churches and other faiths
have been invited to attend.
Veterans will hand over to
young people the task of
maintaining and guarding the
peace. The service will also
feature a Tri-Service Guard
and drums will be piled and
draped with flags to form an
altar.

Australian Church
Womens National
conference
Women of all mainline de
nominations and associated
organisations are meeting in
Melbourne 21-25 August the
Australian Church Womens
National Conference (at
Corpos Christi Conference
centre, Clayton). They will dis
cuss issues and implement
strategies to increase their
profile and the role of women
working together across de
nominational lines. Bible stud
ies will be led by Rev Jill
Manton (Ashburton Baptist
Church), a director of Well
spring which conducts re
treats, prayer days and spir
itual direction. One of the main
speakers will be Lynette
Leach, field officer of the Vic-
Tas Department of Mission,
Education & Development
(Churches of Christ). Affili
ated with the Asian Church
Womens Conference, ACW
strives to promote the dignity
and living standards of
women in countries less privi
leged than their own. More
information can be obtained
from Eunice Reidy, ACW
President on (03) 9725 5328.

Women United
For the past two years Chris
tian Womens United (a group
of women from different de
nominations) have held a con
ference in Bundaberg, Qld.
Their next conference is be
ing held 1-3 September. In
formation is obtainable from
Margaret Murray (Secretary),
42 Elliot Heads Road, Bun
daberg 4670. Phone (071) 51
6339.
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News

Australia
Drug & Alcohol Abuse
More than 20,000 Austral
ians die each year from
causes related to drug and
alcohol abuse. According to
research by the National
Drug Strategy, drug use ac
counted for 23,000 deaths,
180,000 hospital visits and
1.6 million bed days a year.
Cigarette smoking, the most
common cause of drug-re
lated deaths, killed 18,920
in 1992 with alcohol account
ing for 3,660 deaths and il
licit drugs accounting for 488
deaths.

Homosexual Access
Bills
A new Federal Bill to be in
troduced by the Australian
Democrats in May or June
looks to prepare the way for
homosexual access to reli
gious schools. The Private
Members’ Bill prohibiting dis
crimination on the grounds
of sexuality is said to urge
that all exemptions for
church groups and religious
schools be dropped so that
homosexuals can have full
access to all children, not
just in public schools. In Vic
toria, similar legislation is
due to be decided on in Par
liament soon. Two churches
have entered this debate—
the Uniting Church in favour
and the Catholic Church
against.

Funeral Co Buy Out
The world’s biggest funeral
company, Texas-based
Service Corporation Inter
national, has brought 30%
of the Melbourne funeral
market, 40% of the Sydney
funeral industry and a share
of the Queensland funeral
business, plus companies in
Adelaide, Perth and Darwin.

Single Parents
There are now 500,000 sin
gle parent families in Aus
tralia, of whom 48,000 are
single father families.

Thanks
The Vic-Tas Department of
Mission, Education and De
velopment acknowledges
with thanks an anonymous
gift of $400 received for
church planting at the Vic-
Tas Conference in April.

!Xl©§[0D€a[] vSsMa^teiii]
Community care in action

• Peter Bradley, chaplain (front row, far right), and
June Andrews (front row, second from the left),
hospital visitation superintendent, with some of the
visitors at a recent luncheon

The Victorian Churches of
Christ Hospital Visitation
Committee is going very
strongly.

There are 80 visitors in all,
visiting 40 hospitals and 25
nursing homes. Most visitors
usually visit weekly, but some
are out three or four times a
week.

We may never know the
number of people who have
gone back to church after many

years absence because of a hos
pital visit.

June Andrews visits many
city and country areas on be
half of the committee so if
churches would like to hear
more about the work she would
be happy to visit. To support
the committee with this work
in Melbourne there is still need
for the help of all our churches,
both city and country, in pro
viding gifts to give patients.

All parcels of gifts are eligi
ble for free transport by rail if
marked "Churches of Christ
Mission (Hospitals)" and sent
to Victoria Park Station. (They
used to go to Bell Station but it
has recently closed). They are
then picked up by Stuart
Peterson from Community
Care and delivered to the An
drews' residence, where they
are sorted for their respective
hospital or nursing home. If
country churches would like
official tags to put on their par
cels the committee would be
happy to send some.

Country people are always
appreciative of a hospital visit,
so if you know anyone (they
don't have to be Churches of
Christ) having to go to hospital
in Melbourne, could you please
let the committee know so they
can be cared for while they are
away from their family and
friends.

Hospital Visitation is part of
Vic-Tas Community Care.
Paul Creasey, Community
Sendees Director, gives over
sight to this program. He may
be contacted on (03) 9326 8977
or contact June Andrews on
(03) 9878 5860.

RJi]QSSD©[rn
YWAM raising church mission awareness
Youth With A Mission are con
ducting a series of Night of
Mission programs throughout
Australia beginning in August. 

These programs are aimed
at increasing the awareness of
churches to the opportunities
to reach every people group by

NEW ZEALAND TOUR
1996—19 DAYS

Departing 1 March, Returning 19 March, 1996

Travel with the AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN TOURING PARTY in
association with Kirra Tours and enjoy a comprehensive
coverage of both Islands of New Zealand, including the Bay
of Islands, Auckland, Waitomo Caves, Rotorua's Thermal
area, Maori Concert, Wellington, Marlborough Sound, Franz
and Fox Glaciers, Queenstown, Milford Sound. Mt Cook and
Christchurch. The world in a nutshell—South Pacific Paradise,
high class accommodation with private facilities, all dinners
and breakfasts included at an economy price. From Sydney
to Sydney—$2,620 (Aust). Price from other states available
on application.

For complete details write to:
Mr R. Bowen. Lot 18 Johns Road, WYONG NORTH NSW 2259.
Phone: (043) 52 1738 (after 6.00 pm) Lie No 60355

the end of the century with the
gospel. Missions Interlink, a
network of missionary socie
ties, are cooperating with these
programs. Churches of Christ
Overseas Mission committees
are part of Mission Interlink
and we encourage churches to
watch out for information
about Night of Mission pro
grams so they can be part of
them.

On 12 August, YWAM will
present videos and dramas
from their Night of Mission
program at Doncaster, Vic,
church; this will be in coopera
tion with Vic-Tas State Over
seas and Aborigines Commit
tees and Youth Vision. The
Doncaster program will also
feature Berwick Church of
Christ's team who are going to
the Philippines in September;
they will present their songs
and dramas which will be part
of their ministry while they are
away.

—Barry Jenkins
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The first Caveside, Tas, build
ing was erected at Western
Creek and occupied in June
1911. However, soon after, the
decision was made to move the
building to a more central loca
tion. It was sited on Western
Creek Road, where it served as
a place of worship for many
years.

In the early 1950s, under the
ministry and vision of its min
ister, Allan Harvey, the
Caveside church began plan
ning for a new building. It was
not until 1955 that work com
menced, and the new chapel
opened free of debt in Novem
ber.

The following year, 1956, the
original church building was
moved again, this time on the
same block, but on new foun
dations, and there it still serves
as a small hall (7.2 m x 4.4 m).

Now, 40 years since the last
building project, the church has
commenced building again,
this time to erect a multipur
pose room (10.8 m x 8 m) that
will connect the two existing
buildings and give the church
greatly improved facilities to
enable it to initiate new pro
grams of outreach.

The church has been very
conscious of God's leading in
the planning stages of this

1000 Attenders at
Church

6 (250)

Warehouse sale
Over 1000 attended a ware
house sale conducted by the
Rowville, Vic, church on 3
June.
The church meets in a factory
building.

18 stalls provided a great
range of merchandise and
members provided Devonshire
teas, a sausage sizzle, a cake
stall and other activities. Over
$1,100 was raised for church
funds.

The event was organised by
Alan Small and a team of vol
unteers.

The sale greatly increased the
profile of the church and new
contacts were made. Many
positive comments were made
about the location of thechurch

project—a project that humanly
speaking is far beyond the re
sources of this small congrega
tion to achieve, with estimated
material costs of $18,000 (one
and a half times lastyear's total
offerings). The church has been
excited and encouraged to see
the way God is already begin
ning to provide the finance
needed to see the completion
of the building. This provision
ranges from the $20 sent by a
visiting Queenslander who had
stopped to ask directions to find
his wife's birthplace, to an
anonymous gift of $2,000, and
also includes sacrificial giving
of members.

Working bees ha ve been well
supported by young and old
and have seen the hall porch
removed, concrete paths bro
ken up and removed, the site
levelled, footings dug and
poured and concrete blocks laid
to under floor level. Between
digging the footings and filling
them with concrete, Caveside
had five inches of rain in four
days and none of the holes had
to be bailed out. Just one of the
many ways God has blessed
this project.

So far about one-third of the
material costs have been pro
vided.

—John and Colleen Harrison

The churchhas also prepared
an information leaflet, which
was widely distributed in
Rowville along with advertis
ing for the sale.

Rowville commenced in 1990
and is a part of the joint CROP
initiative of the Vic-Tas De
partment of Mission, Educa
tion and Development and the

Properties Corporation. The bourne's fastest-growing outer
church is located in one of Mel- suburbs. ____

Caveside Building Again
Country church plans for expansion

* Retirement Dinner
To express appreciation to

Don Smith
Executive Director of Department of Mission. Education and Development for

over 33 years

Will be held on

(Saturday, 16 September 1995
at

Golden Sands Deception Centre East Burwood
°r ,r“fher1inl'oni>ation or tickets contact your Church Secret^

or Judith or Margaret nt the Department Office on (03) 9326 8900

Replies needed by 11 August

He found that in the ROman
Catholic Church only
20% of applicants for the priest
hood moved beyond the initial
selection phase. In the Angli
can, Baptist and Uniting
churches up to one-third of
applicants were rejected or de
ferred.

Pressure on selection proce
dures was increased by the
early retirement of ministers
In the Uniting Church 50% re
tired before the minimum re
tirement age. Reddicliffe said
that resignations were mostly
forced by stress-related health
problems.

Among strengths needed in
candidates, he included a
strong sense of self and a mis
sion in life, realistic ideals, a
genuine sense of humour and
awareness of vulnerabilities.

Philip Hughes, of the Chris
tian Research Association, said
that the reasons for the crisis
varied between denomina
tions. The Roman Catholic
Church is struggling for num
bers. In the Uniting Church,
ministers, who on average were
older, were finding itharder to
adapt to new demands.

In many churches, congre
gations did not always under
stand what ministers were say
ing, and ministers were not
trained to communicate their
knowledge. —Stephen Webb

(Ecumenical News Intemational)

A university study has found
that most Australian churches
are experiencing a leadership
crisis and are considering or
experimenting with new ways
to select clergy.

The study suggests that
many churches are recruiting
too few clergy to fill vacant
positions and are also finding
that clergy-related problems
are due to "character and per
sonality flaws' of ministers.
[However, in Churches of
Christ at the moment there is
an oversupply of ministers to
fill positions.—Editor]

Ray Reddicliffe, as part of
his doctoral thesis for the Uni
versity of Queensland's De
partment of Religious Studies,
examined theselection of clergy
in four major Australian de
nominations—Anglican, Ro-
manCatholic,Unitingand Bap
tist.

His research suggests that
churches should emphasise
healthy personality traits, such
as empathy with others, when
they select applicants to train
for the ministry.

He said, "Churches are in
creasingly realising that most
problems arising between the
clergy and their parishioners
are due to character and per
sonality flaws within the par
ticular minister or parishioner,
rather than external stress fac
tors in the environment."

Australian euerav Eirfeo®
Character and personality flaws
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Bright day at Maylands
With a day of sunshine, in the
middle ofa SA winter, the Pano
rama of Mission held on 3 June
at the Maylands, SA, church
proved to be a happy day.

The purpose was to promote
mission and 12 mission groups
were represented.

They set up displays, used
videosandbroughta 10-minute
spot talk in the morning or af
ternoon sessions.

Brian and Julia Coates,
Churches of Christ members,
travelled from Waikerie to rep
resent African Inland Mission.

Special thanks to Jeff May,
who had only just returned
from Zimbabwe and was still
suffering from jet lag, for high
lighting the work there.

In the afternoon 60 enjoyed
hearing God's mission work in

the world today. An art, craft
and cultural display featured a
shell collection loaned by the
Beasley family.

Despite the lack of young
people, we were well enter
tained by a visit by a clown.

Eileen and David Lewis
brought the mission stamps,
and cards were also available
for sale.

While the object of the day
was to promote missions nearly
$200 was raised through dona
tions, trading tables and food.

If your church would like
more ideas about promoting
missions contact the SA State
Committee for ideas and sug
gestions.

They were very helpful to us
at Maylands.

—Eleanor Matthews 

Sharing memories
There was a wonderful day of
sharing at Belmore, NSW,
church's 89th anniversary.

At the morning service Kevin
Crawford (former Conference
Secretary) was the speaker and
at the evening service it was Dr
Bill Blevins (Johnson Bible
College, Tennessee, USA).

It was good to share with Bill
and Peggy during their few
days in Sydney on their way to
PNG to visit their family in
volved in missionary work.
Three Belmore members spoke 

about the church as it was when
their fellowship with the church
began.

Harry Handley shared his
reminiscences of the 1920s,
Ruth Wakeley the 1960s and
John Perumalla the 1990s. Elsie
Hall from New Zealand revis
ited Belmore, where she at
tended Sunday school 76 years
ago. Tea followed the evening
service and more than half the
congregation was of a non-
Anglo-Saxon culture.

—Elma Bowser

7.00 p.m.

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

a.m. Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 9663 3884

etarelh)
Successful start

• Junior Church—it just takes the cake

In May the Hampstead Gar
dens, SA, church took a step in
faith by replacing Sunday
School with Junior Church.

Many reasons were behind
this, the main ones beinga small
Sunday School and having
trouble maintaining consistent
teaching personnel for small
classes.

Sunday School coordinator,
Brian Busbridge, had the
brainwave of combining all
children together under the
banner of Junior Church.

After discussions with the
elders, board and parents plus
any other interested people, it
was decided to give Junior
Church the go ahead. Brian
Busbridge remains the Junior
Church Coordinator, with
Robert Coombe as the man at
the helm of the music side. With
the help of parents and mem
bers Junior Church is now go
ing ahead.

The curriculum being used
is "The Whole People of God".

This is a great help with Junior
Church as the children can re
late to their parents what they
learnt knowing that they were
also learning about the same
subject in the early morning
service, which coincides with
Junior Church. It also enables
the children to be involved at
times in the presentation of this
early service.

Another great plus from the
Junior Church is the way in
which the older children have
become involved in its plan
ning and running. This is a very
important step for these chil
dren. While giving them a great
introduction to teaching God's
word to other children, it also
is teaching them more about
God's word, thus making their
faith stronger.

If anyone has any handy
hints or ideas please drop a line
to B. Busbridge or D. Bradley,
c/o the Hampstead Gardens
church (26 Gambia Avenue,
Hampstead Gardens 5086).
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Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to
200 words

Public Utilities
To the Editor,

MrStockdale("AC" 17June),
what does it profit a person or
a state if they gain the whole
world but lose their soul? The
public utilities belong to the
people of Victoria and are part
of the Victorian soul. We, along
with many thousands of other
Victorians, say they must not
be sold. —Pat Rivett

(11 Chaudry Street,
Femtree Gully, Vic)

[The letter was also signed
by fourteen other members of
the Knoxfield church.]

cob Transformed
To the Editor,

Friends of the College of the
Bible and especially its pas t stu
dents will be interested to know
that "a rundown former theo
logical college in Elm Road,
Glen Iris, is to be repaired and
refitted as a respite centre for
the mentally ill".

As the Southern Cross, local
paper for the City of Stonning-
ton, reports: "An historic Vic
torian home in Glen Iris has
been chosen as the site for a
$400,000 respite centre for the
mentally ill. The Campbell Ed
wards House Respite Centre,
the first of its kind in the south
ern Melbourne region, will pro
vide short-term, live-in care of
one to three weeks for up to
twelve patients.' Two perma-
nentpaid staff will be employed
at the self-funding facility,
which is expected to open at
the end of the year.

Operators of the Centre, the
Schizophrenia Fellowship of
Victoria, will lease the Elm
Road house for a "peppercorn
rent" from the owners of the
property, the Malvern Elderly
Citizens' Welfare Association.
The Centre's go-ahead follows
a long-term push for such a
facility by local charitable
trusts, service groups and
churches. A public appeal has
been launched to raise funds
for the respite centre renova
tion.

In a separate development,
the aged care service for
Stonnington also plans to de
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molish administration build
ings on the same site to accom
modate 10 new units for the
disadvantaged elderly. These
units are being fully funded by
the Government under the
Community Housing Pro
gramme".

A worthy transformation
from college to community
care. —Ken Barton

(Ashburton, Vic)

Old Testament and
Christ

To the Editor,
David Allison says "since

God and Jesus loved the world
(all people), the "Flood and
Ark" just has to be a myth" (AC
17 June).

His argument is that both
God and Jesus so loved the
world that they could never
destroy it. He says that God's
love is unconditional. While it
is true that God's grace is un
conditional (available to all),
his salvation is conditional; it
hinges on our will to submit to
God's will (Rev 22:17). But it is
only by God's grace that we
can even try to obey him. As
Paul has wri tten, "The Law was
in charge of us (as schoolmas
ter) to bring us to faith" (Gal.
3:24). The Flood happened be
fore the Law was given, prov
ing that mankind could never
make it without the "second
birth", the Spirit birth.

The texts given by David
Allison, although shockingly
cruel, must be viewed in the
light of the unshakeable pur
pose of God to bring all crea
tion into right relationship with
himself. He chose the descend
ants of Abraham as his vessel
for this. When they failed him
so many times, he still did not
change his purpose. We are fi
nite, God is infinite and sees
the end from the beginning.

Does David believe in uni
versal salvation? If so the cross
of Jesus was and still is a non
sense way of salvation.

In the prophecies of the end
times, Jesus told his disciples
that the world would become
as it was in Noah's day (Matt
24:37). In those days the people
were not conscious of the fact
that they needed a Saviour; they
took no notice of Noah preach

ing to them and warning them
of the Flood. It hit them sud
denly and they were totally
unprepared.

Today, the first coming of
our Lord has been painted in
rosy pictures. Our children are
not to be shocked by gory pic
tures of Jesus on a cross. What
of the Holocaust, Rwanda and
Yugoslavia? Are we so civilised
after all? —Gladys Butler

(Bruce Rock, WA)

Creation science
To the Editor,

I am seeking help. When let
ters on Creation Science first
appeared in The Australian
Christian, I took a mild interest
in the points of view, as I had
for other subjects that allowed
differing opinions but which
with time had bubbled up but
then subsided.

However, with the subject of

Creation Science, it seems the
champions are more concerned
with maintaining their position
on the subject than with setting
out what the subject is all about
and this is my problem. I don't
know what they are talking
about.

So, is there someone out there
not directly involved with the
points of view given so far who
cangiveapictureofwhatCrea-
tion Science is all about? The
name does not tell me a thing.

I do not want lengthy
"proofs" from either "side", nor
do I want to view a video(s)
prepared to establish a particu
lar point of view.

I would appreciate a brief
statement simply told from
someone who knows what this
subject is all about but who
until now has not taken sides.

—Stan Allison
(Tootgarook, Vic)

Letters to a
Travelling Companion

Commitment a
©nirty Wwcq]

Dear Daniel,
Having just read of your efforts to establish some small-group

networks in your church, I understood the frustration you must
have felt when people lapsed from giving their time and re
sources regularly to these groups.

It seems that "commitment" has become a dirty word in our
"politically correct" vernacular these days. Even our church
growth experts are telling us we shouldn't use the word, but
words like "community" and "compassion". They say that the
word "commitment" turns people off.

However, I would argue that, in order to have "community
and "compassion", there must be "commitment". If people are
not committed to their relationships with each other, how can
community and compassion exist? While I accept that commu
nity and compassion are essential qualities for healthy church
life, I would also suggest that the greatest obstacle to the forma
tion of a compassionate community, whether it be a cell group or
the wider congregation, is the reluctance of people to commit
themselves to regular participation in life together.

Looking to Jesus' example, we can see the three qualities
inseparably bound. He showed compassion and encourage
community because of his single-minded commitment to the tas
of bringing the values of the kingdom to reality. So it is in church

e. Conunitment" may not be a popular word, but take it out o
the equation, and "compassion" and "community" soon become
dim memories.

Until next time.
Pastor San

The Australian Christian 15 JulV1995
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International
Church Defrauded
The former treasurer of the
Episcopal Church (Anglican)
in the US has allegedly de
frauded the church of US$2.2
million over the past five years.

Abortion Decrease
More than 500 US hospitals
and clinics have stopped of
fering abortions since the early
1980s, according to the Wash
ington Post. In addition, the
number of young doctors who
learn abortion techniques as
part of their training has plum
meted.

Jesus Comes Second
The second most important
historical Jew is Jesus, ac
cording to a new book by
Michael Shapiro, The Jewish
100: A Flanking of the Most
Influential Jews of All Time.
Moses tops the list, with Albert
Einstein the third most influ
ential Jew in history.

Prayer to Evangelism
At least 1,000 Peruvians be
came Christians at a prayer
meeting that turned into a rally,
according to evangelist
Alberto Mottesi. About20,000
had gathered in Lima. A large
numberof unbelievers, includ
ing government leaders and
the families of a presidential
and vice-presidential candi
date, attended unexpectedly
and responded to the gospel
message.

Scientology Not Church
The Church of Scientology is
not a church, according to the
German Federal Labor Court,
but a business using its ap
pearance as a religion as a
“pretext for pursuing business
interests". The court was rul
ing on a claim for unpaid
wages by a former Scientology
worker. The Church of Scien
tology was established by sci
ence fiction writer Ron
Hubbard in 1954. It has come
under heavy criticism in Ger
many over its involvement in
large-scale real estate deals.
The court said in its ruling that
it was not enough for a group
just to say it was a religious
community; its spiritual con
tent and outside appearance
should reflect its religious na
ture. “With Scientology, this is
not the case. In reality, it is
engaged in trade."

EWeCsm amte

Demonstrating unity

• These balloons went off with a bang

In mid-June, Churches of Christ
located in the City of Darebin,
Vic (formerly Preston and
Northcote municipalities), met
together for a combined serv
ice in place of their normal
morning worship. The Preston
Artsand EntertainmentCentre

was the chosen venue and over
220 were present, including one
of the Commissioners of the
city.

The aim of the service was to
demonstrate our unity as
Churches of Christ and to iden
tify our commitment to Chris

tian service within the city. The
Northcote, Preston, West Pres
ton and Thornbury churches
were well represented and
there were a number of visitors
who also shared with us.

The guest speaker was Con
ference President, Pat Greig,
and communion was led by
Bruce Alcorn (Northcote). A
group of 15 children from West
Preston presented a memory
verse with clear diction and
appropriate actions and Kaye
Twining (children and family
ministry Preston) provided a
children's talk (with popping
balloons) to illustrate that we
are one body within the church.
Thornbury church provided
the band for the bright singing
within the sendee and Mike
Janssen (Preston) made sure
everything flowed smoothly. A
cup of tea and a "gabfest" fol
lowed.

The ministers and elders of
the four churches cooperated
in planning the occasion and,
judging by the positive com
ments received, it is likely to be
repeated some time in die fu
ture. —Marion Weir 

E)©OD”S MgM ©M'S
Old dolls, new dolls, big dolls, little dolls...
On a cold wet night (6 June) at
the Boronia, Vic, Good Com
panions the dolls came out.
Then the dolls went!

Ninety, including Goodies
and their friends, family and
church members, brought250-
300 dolls for display and com- 

A Night of Challenge to Youth
Doncaster Church of Christ,
Saturday 12 August, 8.00 pm

Featuring * Youth with a Mission—videos and
skits

* Telephone interview
* Berwick’s Mission Team for the
Philippines

Overseas Mission • Aborigines Mission • Youth Vision

petition. The youngest "girl"
was three months and the old
est 83 years.

Competition sections were
for the best dressed, oldest,
smartest, biggest, knitted, teen
doll and baby doll. The oldest
doll was 113 years old, while
the smallest (about2.5 cm high)
was a Thai "worry'" doll. The
Thai believe that if a girl puts
this doll under her pillow and
tells it her problems, these will
go away by morning. For the
younger girls there was an ac
tivity making a paper line of
dolls.

The girls saved their pocket
money to buy from a stall that
had a variety' of dolls' clothes
and accessories and craft items
for adults. $308.90 was raised
towards the Kidsmin 1995
project—an obstacle course at
Camp Waterman, Monbulk.

—Lois Paterson and
Pam McDowell
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News

Poatlna's Official opening
Village with a purpose
Hundreds crammed the previ
ously vacant street for the offi
cial launch of "the village of
hope", Poatina,Tas, on 10 June.

Poatina has been purchased
by Fusion Australia and is now
established unashamedly as a
whole town built on Christian
commitment and values.
"Poatina Village—The Way
Life Was Meant To Be" is the
slogan that Fusion uses to point
to that value base. While there
are other Christian communi
ties in Australia, the signifi
cance of this one is the provi
sion of a whole township, with
superb facilities thatcanbeboth
a first-rate tourist centre and a
caring community in which
young unemployed people can 

be assisted. Poatina Village is
to be a centre for meeting and
planning for the National
Awakening Advisory Board
and a centre for the administra
tion of the AD 2000 movement
in Australia.

A feature of the village is the
high-tech equipment that has
been installed to help with the
production of Awakening ma
terials in print, multimedia and
radio production. "The digital
radio production equipment,
the desktop publishing gear
and the World Wide Web con
nections have put us firmly into
the21stcentury,"said National
Director of Fusion, Mai Garvin.
"And we are soon to move our
video production to Poatina as 

well. Already we are able to
produce our own CDs, which
is transforming the way we are
able to disseminate informa
tion. Already we are receiving
responses from across the
world to the Poatina story on
the Internet." While finance will
be a continuing challenge, the
development of the radio sta
tion in the village to train Chris-
tianbroadcastersand the video
production area will help the
church stay on the leading edge
in using the media.

"Fusion's vision of bringing
together unemployed young
people with those who have
been retired early or retrenched
is a simple yet profound model
of a way of dealing with a ma

jor social problem across Aus
tralia," the Northern Midlands
Mayor Mr Von Bibra told the
crowd. Television crews from
the ABC and WIN cap tured the
events of the day. A crew from
A CurrentAffairspentthewhole
day there and rmed later to
film more for a special report
on Poatina. The Launceston Ex
aminer gave the event signifi
cant coverage and even The
Australasian Post sent a reporter
and photographer to write up
the story. r

Fusion has assisted in the
lead-up to the opening and
since by mammoth efforts from
both Mobile Mission Mainte
nance and a team from Youth
With A Mission. The MMM
team spent several weeks build
ing radio and production stu
dios and helping prepare the
motel for its opening.

Nambour Consultancy
Taking a long hard look at your church

building the life of the church
and taking on new directions.
The strength of the report was
that it was produced by some-

action towards bringing into
being the changes that need to
be made. The consultancy
would have ben a total waste of 

We recently moved into a new
home, which we elected to paint
ourselves. Silly people! Of
course, we began with much
enthusiasm and commitment,
but as time passed our enthusi
asm waned. Six months down
the track some areas are still
unpainted. At first the
unpainted areas stuck out like
a sore thumb. Now we no
longer notice the unfinished
business.

How much unfinished busi
ness is there in your church?
Are you even aware of it? It has
been said that within six
months of joininga church, peo
ple no longer notice even the
most glaring deficiencies. How
much more difficult it is for
long-term members to take a
long, hard look at their church.
Might I suggest that it is almost
impossible to take an objective
stance.

The Nambour, Qld, church
recognised the need to evalu-
a te its direction and life. A once-
thriving church that in the past
few years had begun to decline
was beginning to see growth
again. The leadership felt this

I was the time for another set of
| eyes to evaluate the church.
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Ron Elboume, senior minis
ter at Glen Waverley, Vic, was
approached, and over a period
of a week he met with a wide
range of people from the con
gregation. He experienced the
worship sendees and listened
to people's perspectives on the
church. He looked over the
church's facilities. Coming with
a breadth of ministry experi
ence and a different perspec
tive, Ron was able to evaluate
the church without the assump
tions that members and lead
ers would bring.

The consultant's report
steered away from making
broad generalisations. Rather,
the church was presented with
a clear, concise working docu
ment that offered a series of
practical steps towards further

one with no vested interest in
the church and with a greater
sense of objectivity.

The consultancy was the easy
part. The danger is that the
church will read it and then
simply file it in a bottom
drawer.

The challenge, as a people of
God, is to take the essence of
the report and begin to take 

resources if the church was not
ready to act on the recommen
dations.

May we encourage churches
that are ready to be vulnerable
and open to consider a consul
tancy as a way to evaluate more
honestly where they are going
and to take action to reach out
with the love and compassion
of Christ? —Doug Fitzpatrick

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 24 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 2721600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515

The Australian Christian

I

ON YOUR OWN,
YOU’RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles
Fellowship offers friendship
through correspondence with

other born-again Christian
singles and single-again

people
Write enclosing a stamped,

self-addressed envelope

CSF, P0 Box 17,
Anna Bay 2301
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World Class
Speaker

Dr Martin Robinson
plus

ten practical workshops led by specialists in
different aspects of local church ministry

Leaders from small, middle and large churches will experience spiritual
stimulus and inspiration. The practical ideas in evangelism and church de
velopment will benefit every congregation.

Wollongong
4~6 November 1995

OLLONGONG HURCH OF HRIST

IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE

USTRALIAN OARD OF HURCH EVELOPMENT & DUCATION



It’s for...

ministers

youth leaders

music directors

elders

women in
leadership

D
r Martin Robinson will be our guest
preacher at Spring Conference. Martin
has served as a church planter and con

ference secretary with our British churches. His
role as Director—Mission and Theology with
the United Kingdom Bible Society has taken him
all over the world as a speaker and consultant.
He has a passion for the Gospel and will ad
dress the great themes of revival, renewal and
mission. Following Spring Conference, he will
speak at a Seminar for Church Planters, 7-8
November, at Wollongong.
Your leaders will be inspired and challenged.
The worship will be outstanding. The electives
and general sessions will be practical and fo
cused on ministry that proceeds from an ap
ostolic confidence in the Gospel. We believe
God’s Spirit will bless this conference and lead
us forward with a great vision.

pastoral visitors

deacons

education
directors

Don Smith
Australian Board of Church
Development and Education

Ted Keating
Wollongong Church of Christ

Bring your ministry team
and your key leaders

WOLLONGONG CHURCH OF CHRIST



■MMSHW LEASERS
Renewal and Mission for the Small
Church

Focus: Reports on how smaller churches
have turned around and what makes the
difference. Explores the causes of renewal
and growth, common mistakes and the
kind of leadership needed.

Leader: Dr Martin Robinson, pastor and experienced consult
ant on mission and renewal

Women in the Church—Their Place
in Mission

Focus: Affirms the importance of a part
nership with men in local church outreach
and the need to reach women of all gen
erations with a relevant message.
Leaders: Dr Carol Preston, Dean of Wol
longong Institute and NSW Conference President, and Lynette
Leach, Director of Educational Services, Vic-Tas DMED

Drama, Dance, Music and Musicians

Focus: Overviews possibilities for the de
velopment of the creative arts in local
churches. Offers new ideas about build
ing an effective team.
Leaders: Elizabeth Hah, Director of Music
and Worship Coordinator, Wollongong

Church with Joanne Lynch, who is a music teacher at a per
forming arts high school.

Effective Youth Ministry

Focus: Describes the steps in planning and
launching effective youth ministry and ex
amines the need for program diversity for
teens, young adults and subcultures. Dis
cusses options for volunteer or part-time
staff.
Leader: Robert Lynch, Youth minister at Wollongong, previously
youth worker with Sydney City Mission, together with youth
ministry associates from Youth Vision, Australia.

Empowering Time Management

Focus: “What do you do?" The way you
answer this question affects every part of
your role as minister. Learn how your role
empowers your time.
Leader: Mike Folland, Minister, The Patch
(Vic), Chairman, Vic-Tas Department of
Ministry

Spirituality and the Activist

Focus: Covers a range of ways busy lead
ers can develop an authentic spirituality.
Examines methods in meditation and
prayer, use of the Scriptures, devotional
resources, retreats and how to relate them 
to daily life.
Leader: Alan Hirsch, Minister at South Melbourne (Vic), Direc
tor of Urban Ministry in Victoria-Tasmania and incoming Direc
tor of ABCDE

Developing Spirituality through
Small Groups

Focus: Overviews the place of small groups
in membership assimilation and personal
growth. Outlines ways to make the small
group effective for spiritual development in
people of all ages.

Leader: Tracey Ware, Associate Minister at Nunawading (Vic),
Coordinator of Small Groups

Understanding the Spirituality of
Young Adults

Focus: Seeks to penetrate the mind and
experience of young adults and their quest
for a spirituality that relates to a develop
ing lifestyle, new personal relationships and
increasing secular responsibilities. Sug
gests ideas, resources and experiences.

-T

Leader: Ted Keating, Senior Minister, Wollongong Church. Ex
tensive experience in pastoral care and ministry to young adults.

What’s Next

Focus: An examination of the next steps for middle- and larger-
sized churches as their leaders strive for relevance and a con
temporary expression of the Gospel.
Leader: Ted Keating, Senior Minister, Wollongong

Getting Your Church in the News

Focus: Describes how to prepare relevant information for media
outlets. Learn how to make more effective contact, what to avoid
and what to do. Look at success stories.
Leaders: Media team with specialist skills in a range of areas

Spring Conference ~ Wollongong ~ 4-6 November 1995



Michael Frost

Michael Frost will speak
on "Australian Christian
ity in the 21st Century".
An evangelist and author
he has a gift to commu
nicate the gospel in a
contemporary style to
unreached adults and
youth. He is a lecturer at
the Baptist Theological
College of NSW.

Russell Frager

Russell Fragerwill speak
on “Worship in the 21st
Century”. Russell is the
music pastor at Hills
Christian Life Centre,
Sydney. He is a song
writer and a talented mu
sician. He has experi
ence as a producer and
engineer and has a back
ground in education.

Larry Galbraith

Larry Galbraith is the
speaker at the Saturday
evening celebration He
is senior minister at York
Street. Ballarat. Church
Of Christ. Prior to this he
served as Wollongong's
youth minister after
eleven years of youth
ministry experience with
Sydney Anglicans.

Conference at a glance
Cutting Edge ~ Inspiration ~ Methods

Saturday Sunday Monday

8.30 am Registration 9.45 am Worship 9.15 am Worship

9.00 am Worship Address Address
Address Martin Robinson Martin Robinson
Martin Robinson 1.50 pm The Lausanne Expe Panel

11.15 am Address rience Interviews 11.15am Workshops
Michael Frost 3.30 pm Workshops 2.00 pm Russell Frager

1.30 pm Workshops 7.00 pm Gospel Celebration 3.30 pm Workshop
3.15 pm Workshops Address Networking
7.30 pm Address: Martin Robinson 7.30 pm Closing Rally

Larry Galbraith Address
Martin Robinson

Church Planters Conference ~ 7-8 November
Open sessions, you are welcome. Details: State offices.
Register with Alan Hirsch, 77 Capel Street, West Melbourne 3003 (03) 9326 8900 Fax (03) 9329 0902.

per person

for students, pensioners,
unemployed, partners of

one enrolled

“It is necessary for the church
to rethink its stance entirely and
to become a missionary church
within the West."

—Martin Robinson

Meals—Available on site or at takeaways nearby

Accommodation

Option 1—Sovereign Motor Inn, Princes Highway, Figtree (042) 71
1122.1 km from church. Special rates for Spring Conference

Option 2—Leisure Coast Motel, Carters Lane, Towradgi (042) 83 5533.
Special rates—double, three and fourto room. Special ministers’ rate
also

Option 3—City Pacific Motel, 112 Burelli Street, Wollongong (042) 29
7444. Special corporate rates

Option 4—Boat Harbour Motel, Campbell and Wilson Streets, Wol
longong (042) 28 9166. Special rates for Spring Conference

Attendance—Try to attend all sessions. Monday is a key day for pro
fessional staff.

Register yourself and your key people
Enclose full payment with your registration. Cheques should be made payable to
Wollongong Church of Christ

Send this form to—Spring Conference

Name. . . . . . . . . .

Wollongong Church of Christ
O’Briens Road, Figtree NSW 2525
Phone (042) 26 5022 Fax (042) 28 3828

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Address. . . . . . . .
Church . . . . . . .
Name. . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Position. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Address...
.. (circle) SAT SUN MON
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News

people
Kidnappings in Colombia
Two US missionaries kid
napped in January 1994 by
left-wing Colombian guerrillas
were killed during a skirmish
between the guerrillas and
government troops. The bod
ies of NewTribes Mission work
ers Steve Welsh and Timothy
Van Dyke were identified by a
mission representative. An
army official in Bogota claimed
that the missionaries were shot
by guerrillas who were attempt
ing to escape the approaching
troops. New Tribes officials
declined to comment on a lo
cal report that suggested that it
was actually Colombian mili
tary fire that killed the mission
aries. The two missionaries
were working at a school for
missionaries' children. They
were kidnapped by members
of the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia. The mur
ders have heightened con
cerns about four additional US
missionaries also held captive
by Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia rebels.
Three other New Tribes mis
sionaries have been missing
since their abduction in Janu
ary 1993 and the other from
Wycliffe Bible Translators
Summer Institute of Linguis
tics was kidnapped in March
1994.

Baptist Woman Lay
Preacher
In Victoria the once all-male
Baptist Lay Preachers Society
now has a woman preacher.
Jean Crowe applied for mem
bership this year. On Easter
Sunday she took the service at
Tottenham, when the pastor
therebecame ill. They asked her
back and her home church, Mit
cham, have also asked her to
preach. Jean was a missionary
with the Australian Baptist Mis
sionary Society from 1961 to
1984andhasdoneABMSdepu-
tation work regularly since.

Sir Cliff Richard
Christian pop singer, Cliff
Richard, born Harry Webb,
has been knighted. Cliff has
had 115 hits since 1958, in
cluding 26 consecutive top 10
hits. His concerts always in
clude Christian music. He has
often toured Australia with a
purely Christian concert. He
is currently working on the
script of a musical, Heathcliff.

W® Wort ©(F M8EW

Women in Tasmania help FAB

° Part of the craft for fab

There was a five-table display
of knitting, sewing and crafts
in the foyer of the Launceston,
Tas, church on 4 June. All arti
cles were to be sent to the Fed
eral Aborigines Board.

Coordinated by Laurel
Arnot, the goods were contrib
uted by women's groups and

Girls' Brigades from through
out Tasmania.

Desley Moyle (FAB in WA)
has always expressed her ap
preciation for the goods sent
from Tasmania and again this
year she will be delighted at
their number and quality.

—P. Harrison

n©Mgiw©@@] y [Qgraefe
SA Campsite to be upgraded
The South Australian Confer
ence have approved a loan for
the upgrading of the Longwood
Campsite in the Adelaide Hills.

The most notable feature of
the renovations will be for the
comfort of campers. Bunk room
walls will be insulated and re
lined. En suite toilet facilities
will be included in all bunk
rooms. Bunk rooms will be re
duced from eight beds to six

and the camp will now accom
modate 80 (with the use of trun
dle beds Longwood will be able
to accommodate 100). In addi
tion, the shower room will be
upgraded.

Already purchased are a
whiteboard, overhead projec
tor, two televisions and a video
player. Included in the upgrade
will be amplifiers, CD players
and dual cassette recorder, two

PARKers
SOLICITORS

Available 24 hours a day 7 days a week

■ Conveyancing
■ Wills
■ Probate

Conluct: Ian Parker tOJ) '>762 1671 259 Foresl Road Boronia 3155
./„ I)( Illi <O.h 9762 2726 lax <02) 9762 2990

i 70th

For the glory of Cod
The Pyramid Hill, Vic, church
celebrated its 70th anniversary
on 23 April. Over 230 attended
the services.

Spea ker a t the morning serv
ice was Gordon Henderson,
currently ministering at
Nubeena, Tas. A barbecue
lunch followed, then a Pleas-
antSunday Afternoon at which
Martin Goldup (Peel Street,
Ballarat, Vic) was the speaker.
Former members had the op
portunity to recall their memo
ries of years gone by.

The cake was cut by Ron
Lacey (son of Alf and Elsie
Lacey who were instrumental
in the establishment of the
church), Mary Edwards
(daughter of foundation mem
bers Ernest and Robina Poor)
and Beth Broad (the longest-
serving member of the church).

A history of the church, For
the Glory of God, was
launched. Copies are still avail
able for $10 from Mrs Estelle
Farrar, PO Box 46, Pyramid
Hill, Vic 3575.

table tennis tables, a Pipehenge
teaching aid for astronomy,
geography and maths which
also doubles as a play gym.
Beach volleyball, flying fox and
low rope elements will be in
stalled together with a fire cir
cle.

Three people are working on
the renovation program which
is due for completion in Sep
tember.

Another feature for campers
is the close proximity of
Warrawong Sanctuary, just a
short walk down the road.

Ink’n’lmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street
Mitcham 3132

Phone and Fax:
(03) 9874 8101
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Media Review

Books

The Ministry of Elders

.4 fijr E!-tn

in <’/the Oinjuan Ownh

(D'ndptrs cf Cktu!)

The Ministry of
Elders: A handbook
for Elders in
Congregations of
the Christian
Church (Disciples
of Christ)
by Edwin C. Linberg and
Rod Parrott (Oikodome
PublicationsDisciples
Seminary Foundation)

This is the first of a pro
jected series of elders re
sources that are being pro
duced for the Disciples
churches in the US. The
material is of interest be
cause of common links we
have with the American
churches and the use they
make of elders. The first chapter provides a long introduction to
the development of eldership in our tradition. It includes some
good biblical material plus a look at the role of eldership through
out church history. Other chapters cover the role of elders today
and the place they have in the American church.

There are some differences between the way elders are seen
and operate between America and Australia, but this does not
detract from the book's usefulness. One issue that the authors
raised concerning the recognition of the conclusion of service as
an elder, should be picked up and thought through in an Austral
ian context.

There is also an interesting companion paper/booklet on A
Service of Installation with Forms for the Ordaining and Com
missioning of Elders in the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) by Keith Watkins published by the Disciples Seminary
Foundation. This would be useful to use alongside Effective
Eldership by Jeff Deuble (Vital Publications) which is an excel
lent handbook for elders. Prices are unknown and those inter
ested should contact the Disciples Seminary Foundation, PO Box
1177, Claremont, CA 91711-1177, USA. —CRA

A History of Christianity:
From St Paul to the Late Middle Ages
by Marisa Crawford (Series editor Graham Rossiter) (EJ.
Dwyer). $7.95 for each book including the Teacher's Guide,
complete set (six books) $45.

For many people, there is only one thing worse than reading
history and that is reading church history. The thought of memo
rising dates of all that mouldy stuff and issues pertinent to the
middle ages, puts many people off.

Marisa Crawford and Graham Rossiter have produced A His
tory of Christianity (well, from Paul to the Middle Ages) which
may change the poor perceptions some have of this subject.
Although written for high school students, this simple series may
find wider appeal.

There are five books in the series and a teacher's guide. The
guide appears to be expressly written for those without much
knowledge of church history. That can be a problem in itself.
However, the authors, both educators in the Roman Catholic
education system for which the series was primarily designed,
use a thematic approach, with well-reproduced photographs and
diagrams. Definitions are adequate, rather than expansive, but
nevertheless appropriate for the target audience.

Controversial issues, for example to the place of women in
society, the Inquisition, etc. are told simply and dealt with fairly.
Perhaps the main concern would be that students studying this
series may think that the issues were trivial and decide that
church history was not something to be studied further. Some of
the things that happened in the history of the church were
perceived by some to be a good idea at the time. Those who
minimise the study of church history may be doomed to repeat it.

—RWT

Australian Meditations
by Grace Simpson (Openbook) $13.95.

I normally read the blurb on the back of a book with grave
suspicion (they are trying to sell the book), but in this case I
heartily agree with the
publisher's endorsement.

This is a book of delight
ful, light devotions for
women. Definitely not a
book for those interested
in an in-depth study of the
parousia but ideal for new
ish Christians or those
short on time. Personally,
as a mother of three young-
uns (two toddlers and a
baby), I found that the
short and sweet devotions
were just perfect for me. I
could read them with a
cuppa in the morning or
last thing at night.

The book is encourag
ing, positive and biblically
sound. It would make a
great gift. Definitely a good
buy.

—Cathy Clun
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Ecumenical decision in USA
The 20-24 October General
Assembly of the [US] Chris
tian Church (Disciples of
Christ) will make the most im
portant ecumenical decision in
the history of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)
since the union of the Stone
and Campbell movements in
1832.

That's the opinion of Paul
Crow, Jr, president of the de
nomination's Council on
Christian Unity, concerning a
nine-denomination unity pro
posal for "covenant commun
ion". The CCU board of direc
tors unanimously endorsed the
proposal and recommended its
adoption by the General As
sembly.

Paul Crow sees Churches in
Covenant Communion as a
culmination of the Disciples of
Christ's efforts at Christian
unity. Christian unity, said
early Disciples, is the church's
"polar star".

The plan "reaffirms us as a
church wanting to contribute
to the whole body of Christ,
and not turned in on itself and'
dealing with its own prob
lems," Paul Crow said. It also
makes clear that the denomi
nation is an ecumenical church,
he said.

Essentially, what the Cov
enantwill do is allow ministers
from each of the nine denomi
nations to participate fully in
the worship of the other de
nominations by allowing them
to be communion celebrants (if
not more).

[The Christian Church (Dis
ciples of Christ) is one of three
US groups that are heirs of the
Stone-Campbell or Restoration
Movement to which we belong.
They are organised in a Con
ference structure, while the
Christian Church (Independ
ents) are not. The first split in
the movement produced the
Churches of Christ (also known

iSwmes® KHmmraanra KOeButs
Response from churches
The Burmese military dictator
ship, the State Law and Order
Restoration Committee
(SLORC), has one of the
world’s worst human rights
records.

Refugee Week (18-24 June)
saw the National Council of
Churches in Australia (NCCA)
and the churchesof Richmond,
Vic, organise a forum, Burma:
Our Response, to activate Mel
bourne's churches and wider
community for the support of
human rights and justice within
Burma and the needs of almost
200,000 refugees in Thailand
and Bangladesh via Christmas
Bowl funding and the resettle- 

as a-cappella or non-organ
churches). There are other theo
logical and organisational dif
ferences to the three groups,
which have a similar heritage
to Churches of Christ in Aus
tralia.—Editor]

• Burmese dancer

ment of Burmese students in
Australia with the help of local
churches and the Burmese com

L C. F. Higgins
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phone (08) 362 1665

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management
• Retirement Planning

• Taxation Returns

Chartered Accountant

r Visiting Canberra?

D Stay with a Church Family
A number of Canberra church families offer

(accommodation in their homes at basic bed and
breakfast rates to help raise funds for

j' “Home Mission” extensions in the ACT
I If you would like to enjoy friendly “one of the family"

hospitality in Canberra write for particulars to:
■ Lyn Swift Barbara Kennedy
B 34 Yiman Street, 6 Sharp Place,
n Waramanga 2611 Melba 2615
“ Phone (062) 88 2050 Phone (062) 58 1360

Advance bookings appreciated

D
11
0
0
D
D
B
fl
0
B

munity.
The enthusiastic forum of 100

participated in a varied pro
gram, including "Nowhere to
Run", a slide show documen
tary on the Karen people's
struggle for independence,
speakers on the political con
text, human rights, refugees
and trafficking in women, refu
gee testimonies and a Burmese
dancer.

The forum concluded with a
political mime by Burmese stu
dents and concluding prayers,
involving offerings of incense
and the lighting of candles in St
Ignatius Roman Catholic
church, Richmond.

The Christmas Bowl is chan

Pontius' Puddle
JOST SET your.
MIND IN AN
ATTITUDE- OF
PRAISE.

THATX OAS? NOT SO
EASY V/REN your
BODY IS IN A STATE
or PETITION I

nelling funds for relief and de
velopment through the Burma
Council of Churches and for
refugees through churches in
Thailand and Bangladesh.
More groups to help fundraise
and settle Burmese refugees in
Australia are needed.

For information on fund rais
ing, refugee sponsorship and
political advocacy ideas con-

■ tact John Ball, Refugee and
Migrant Services, NCCA, on

! (03) 9650 6811.
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Classifieds Crossword

80TH BIRTHDAY

FISHER Audrey (nee Briggs) of
Long Island Village, Frankston,
celebrates her 80th birthday on
Saturday, 15 July. Congratulations
and best wishes from your Adelaide
family—Ron, Dawn, Dean, Kelli and
Mark.

DEATHS

HILL (STEVENS) Essie Maud,
aged 97 years and 10 months,
passed away on 22 June at
“Betheden". Dearly loved wife of
Robert Hugh (dec), loving mother
of Dorothy, Thelma, Alan, Esma
and Evelyn. Loved mother-in-law
of Neil (dec), Allan, Joyce, Jack
and Jack. Loved Nana of her 12
grandchildren and 30 great-grand
children.

WANTED

ALEXANDER’S MALE CHOIR
BOOKS Required for men’s Choir.
Contact John Marshman, PC Box
34, Owen 5460. Phone (085) 28
6041.

FLORIST

JAY’S BOUQUETS Specialist in
wedding flowers, bridal flowers,
church flowers, reception flowers.
Free quote. Ring Janine on (03)
9764 4883.

BUILDERS

IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen
ters and builders. Renovations, new
houses, units oralterations. All jobs 

large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 9764 4883. 14
Hampshire Court, Rowville._____

HOLIDAYS

HERVEY BAY, POINT VERNON
Whale watch or explore magical
Fraser Island. Premier holiday po
sition. New 3BR house, lock-up
garage. All modem cons, has eve
rything. Fully furnished, carpets,
colourTV, washing machine, dryer,
microwave. Short stroll to Bay, boat
ramps, shops and parks. Bookings
phone (02) 790 3710.
HOUSEBOAT “White Heron’’ 8-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5250 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para
dise 5075.
PORT ELLIOT, SA, is a historic
seaside town. 2 & 3 BR self-con
tained units for hire. Sea views.
Short stroll to popular beach. More
self-contained units at Victor
Harbor and Belair. Phone UCA
Booking Office (08) 212 4066.
VISITING HOBART 3BR fully fur
nished house. Phone (002) 34
1637, fax (002) 23 2446 (or write to
Johnson, 75 Mt Stuart Rd, Mt Stuart
7000).

DUAL FOR
NEW HOPE
(03) 11610

. ..... : -

Kingsley Church of Christ—Perth, WA
invites applications for the position of

Full-Time Minister
to commence early in 1996.

We are seeking a suitably qualified minister with gifts
of evangelism, pastoral care and leadership, to lead a
young, active congregation with 120 members in
serving Christ in the local community. The applicant
must have good communication and motivational
skills to promote and share our vision to the future.
Applications should include a voice tape of a recent
preaching assignment and state qualifications, experi
ence and references. Please forward to:

Albert O’Neill
26 Fallbrook Avenue
WOODVALE WA 6016

Telephone enquiries: A/H (09) 409 1325
Closing date: 31 August 1995.

Clues
ACROSS

1 Fruit of the Bible
6 Strong one of these in the city

(Jdg 9)
7 Olive leaf carried in this
9 One of the Twelve

12“O Lord, Hear and___ I" (Dan
11)

13 Abram's home town
15 What the first will be
17 Does this exist between Christ

and Belial? (2 Cor 6)
18 Principal Babylonian deity (Jer

51)
19 City of wickedness
24 Every kind of these trees men

tioned in Song of Songs 4
25 Jesus was the other

high priests (Heb 7)

STRACK
REMOVALS

Removals—Storage—
Packing—Pianos

All Suburbs—Country—
Interstate

David Strack
(Proprietor)

Office and Store
45 McIntosh Street
Airport West 3042

Telephone (03) 9370 3737
(03) 9330 2211

Fax (03) 9330 3039
AH (054) 27 0472

“Service since 1907"

DOWN

1 Jeremiah saw one boiling
2 Place near Ibleam (2 Kgs 9)
3 Preposition, e.g. “As he was

to enter Egypt" (Gen 12)
4 Land mentioned in Judges 11
5 The wise men went

for the new-born king
8 Way to worship God (Heb 12)

10 Drowned on accountofevil spir
its

11 Boaz_ down at the town gate
(Ruth 4)

14 What the rich do over the poor
(Prov 22)

16 Adverb used 813 times in Bible
18 There is no end of making them

(Ecc 12)
20 Spice that was tithed
21 Teeth whiterthan this in Gen 49
22 A gatekeeper (1 Chr 15)
23 Harvest workers
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Media Matters

Read Any Good Books Lately?
Viney Longthorp

he twenty-third of July
will be observed in many
churches as Bible Sun

day. In like manner, many com
munities observe Book Week
at various times. During a brief
visit to Adelaide, I was re
warded by being able to attend
an excellent exhibition of com
munication through the centu
ries at the South Australian
State Library. This was to mark
Australian Library Week. On
display were baked clay tab
lets from very early times from
the lands of the Bible, with the
display ending with a range of
contemporary computer tech
nologies, including Internet fa
cilities. But my attention was
lavished on the books! There
they were. Some magnificent
examples of hand-written
tomes, a tribute to the calligra
phers' art; then the books
printed by movable type in the
age of Gutenberg. There were
some superb examples of the
rapid progress in thebookmak-
ers' art during the 500 years
following the "Gutenberg Gal

axy". Books must surely be
numbered among the chief ar
tefacts of humanity.

It is alleged that Martin
Luther once threw an ink pot at
the Devil, not in defence, but as
an act of defiance. This act was
symbolic of what books have
come to mean over the years.
For Luther's Devil, as the fa
ther of lies who works in the
darkness of ignorance, super
stition and fear, certainly had
his realm diminished by means
of cheaply printed books,
whereby people had a more
ready access to information,
learning, ideas and discourse.
Most historians consider that
print played a decisive role in
the spread of the Protestant
Reformation in Europe.

Will books survive? There are
"alarums and excursions" be
ing sounded. Paper is becom
ing more expensive due to the
contraction of the world's for
ests; thus some New York
newspapers are reducing their
number of editions. Then, with
the exponential increase in fa

cilities offered by the electronic
medium, books could be ren
dered obsolete—or so some say.

Books have often been un
der threat in other ways.
Heavy-handed governments
and pressure-groups, who felt
that they knew best what other
people should think and be
lieve, have often tried to sup
press books. Will we ever wit
ness that futuristic nightmare
depicted in Ray Bradbury's
Fahrenheit 451, where it was the
work of the fire brigade to bum
books, not put out fires!

However, the good news is
that many of the world's ideal
ists are still op ting for the power
of the printed word. For lit
eracy is still regarded as a lead
ing indicator of a society's
standard of living, as far as the
United Nations is concerned.
With a literacy level of 98 point
something percent, Australia
sets a high standard. At a re
cent Social Summit conference
held in Copenhagen, a target
was set for "universal avail
ability of basic education" by
the year 2000; this implied
greater access to books as well
as to electronic wizardry.

In all of this, it is ironic that
while most Australians can
read, many choose not to or
confine themselves to the sports
pages. It has been pointed out
by a concerned American
agency that those who can read
but don't, the a-literates, have
no advantage over those needy
souls who want to read but
can't.

Why read books? Why read
significant literature, that range
of books which the French so
elegantly describe as Belles
Lettres?

Fora start, books are a source
of real pleasure. Reading is an
enjoyable activity, far removed
from that type of crass pleas
ure—mere hedonism. Good
books contain the important
facts, information and knowl
edge about life in its finest di
mensions. The quality of litera
ture is the quality of humanity.

It is the quality that communi
cates the secrets of human
hearts and the story of the hu
man adventure. Literature is a
branch of the fine arts and, as
such, conveys the vision of the
good and the beautiful. While
knowledge and information
may not necessarily lead to the
discovery of wisdom, the per
son who is bereft of the type of
knowledge literature can give,
is unlikely to be found "in the
courts of the wise".

Books enable us all to ex
pand our in teres ts and broaden
our sympathies. They can also
make us feel good. When writ
ing about the novels of Charles
Dickens, G.K. Chesterton
noted: "Some great people
make everyone else feel infe
rior; but the truly great person
makes everyone else feel great".

Booksand literatureare pow
erful means to personal moti
vation. In a discussion about
books, a friend of mine once
confessed how the reading of
G.H. Lewes' Life of Goethe had
inspired him to take another
look at himself. He described it
as a conversion experience.
Harold Bloom in his most re
cent book, The Western Canon,
writes that one purpose in read
ing "is to confront greatness".
Maybe this is what helped make
John Curtin such a great Prime
Minister. As a young man, he
read voraciously in order to
educate himself; one wonders
what sort of books he read in
those days when he went with
out meals to maximise his time
with books in the (then) Mel
bourne Public Library. John
Curtin was a fine example of
the saying: "We are what we
read".

Literature also assists our
development of language and
speech. Teachers have always
been aware of the close and
positive correlation between
students' reading habits and
their facility with words. Lan
guage is one of the most pre-

Continued on page 16

Church of Christ, Noarlunga Centre
POSITION VACANT

MINISTER FOR FAMILY AND YOUTH

The Church of Christ, Noarlunga Centre, is centrally located in the
rapidly growing City of Noarlunga, 20 km south of Adelaide in South
Australia.

The church, with modem buildings and facilities, has weekly contact
with over 800 folk through an active community-centred program. Current
membership is 240, with up to 350 at worship services.

The church is seeking a full-time “Minister for Family and Youth"
able to start in early 1996, in response to God’s call to join our ministry team.

The person we seek would have a proven ministry “track record” and
would particularly concentrate on ministry to younger families and youth.
High priority would be given to equipping leaders/potential leaders in
Christian discipleship, leadership and outreach.

The qualities of the person would include a well-recognised personal
maturity and spiritual depth; an ability to give leadership yet function as part
of a team; an ability to minister on the "cutting edge”; and a caring relational
attitude.

For further information and expressions of interest, contact the senior
minister:

Roger Risson
on (08) 326 1153 or (08) 414 1069
3 Smith Avenue, Christies Beach, SA 5165
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Biblical Reflection—Isaiah 3:1-0

in Whom we Put Our Trust
Nigel Pegram

H
uman greatness is an
overarching theme in
these passages. Here we

find Isaiah pronouncing the
Lord's judgement on all of the
people's false pride and secu
rity, but this is concluded with
a message of hope which de
clares that a remnant will re
main and that the}' will indeed
be the people who were previ
ously mentioned at the start of
chapter two. Here again, we
findlsaiahdealingwith thedif-
ficulty presented when consid
ering what the people currently
are, compared with what they
are destined and called to be.
At present, instead of being
those who will teach the Lord's
ways to the nations (2:1-5), they
have been taught the world's
ways. (It seems to me that this
is a constant struggle the church
faces—how to be in the world
without becoming one with it.)

Continued from page 15

cious of all human faculties;
indeed some go so far as to
claim that it is language that
makes us human—and hu
mane. For language makes pos
sible the forming of mental ab
stractions of meanings, of es
caping the "thrall of the
present" by being able to essay
the future and understanding
the past. One philosopher went
so far as to say that: "If you
cannot name it, it doesn't ex
ist". The poet Stephen Spender
wrote: "The reading of poetry
helps us better understand our
own inner being whereby we
make for ourselves a world out
of timeless things".

Related to this is the ability
reading gives us to engage in
the universe of discourse. In
other words, we are enabled
through reading, "to shape
events in each other's brains
with exquisite precision".
Reading engages us in the fel
lowship of understandings and
verbal images, engendered by
means of word meanings and

The first section, 3:1-7, deals
with the folly of dependence
on human leaders for strength
and greatness. The Lord de
clares that he will remove all
who might be sought for in
struction, guidance and lead
ership, especially those in mili
tary, religious and political
spheres. (3:2) Because Judah
and Jerusalem had relied on
human discernment, rather
than turning to God, that sup
port was to be removed—then
they might turn and rely on
their God to be their leader.*

The judgment would result
in the ludicrous situation where
youths and children would
come to rule because no-one
else would be willing. Instead
of people clamouring for the
benefits and prestige of leader
ship, people would have to be
forced into it with the flimsiest
excuses being given for their 

the nuances of felicitous lan
guage. Some time ago the edi
tor of a London newspaper
headed a news item: "Oliver's
Twist". It introduced an ac-
countofColonelOliverNorth's
answers to questions at an
American Congressional En
quiry, whereby North used all
manner of convoluted "new
speak" to avoid speaking the
truth and incriminating him
self. Readers of Charles Dick
ens would find meanings ga
lore in that heading and no
small delight.

Bible Sunday, then, is a good
time to reflect on language,
books and literacy in their rel
evance to the Scriptures. For
there is such a thing as Chris
tian literacy; the reasons for
reading, as outlined above, ap
ply very much to members of
the Household of Faith.

A deeply revered teacher and
scholar of former days, Randall
Pittman, used to say to his stu
dents: "He who knows only
the Bible does not know the
Bible". This may sound a bit
radical, but he was pointing to 

selection. The end result of their
following human leaders
would be injustice and oppres
sion. (3:4-7)

What is most ironic about
the situation which Isaiah con
demns is that the leadership
the people were following was
not even good leadership, it
was leading them to destruc
tion. (Isa 3:8-15) They were
more interested in feathering
their own nests than in being
the leaders God requires. In
stead of caring for the poor and
oppressed, they stole from the
poor and crushed those already
oppressed—and these poor
and oppressed are those whom
God declares to be "my peo
ple". (Isa 3:15) It is worth not
ing that even in the midst of
these accusations and judge
ments, a brief message of hope
for tire godly is included: in
3:10-11, those who do what is 

the truth that one needs to be
equipped with appropriate lan
guage skills through an appre
ciation of fine literature to ap
prehend more deeply in the
words of the Bible, the Word of
the Living God. For the Bible
employs throughout, a full
measure of literary devices to
convey its profound spiritual
meanings: irony, paradox,
metaphor, puns, suggestion,
subtlety, images, hyperbole.
They are all here and are used
mightily. Thus: "Everything
that lives is an expression of
God's language". Emerson's
wise words are apposite: "'Tis
a good reader makes a good
book".

When William Temple was
once asked by a young theo
logical student if he could rec
ommend to him a good biogra
phy of Jesus, the great arch
bishop replied: "Have you ever
tried reading the one which Dr
Luke wrote?"

Now there is a piece of good
advice which can employ our
minds, hearts, and spirit for
days and years to come. ❖ 

right are told they will be re
warded with the fruit of their
labours. As is commonly the
case, this is also the "reward"
the wicked shall be given—they
will get what they give. It al
ways reminds me of Jesus' com
ment about doing unto others.

The people of Judah and Je
rusalem were no different from
us today. We all go through
times when discerning God's
will and way is fraught with
uncertainty and questions. It is
much easier to turn to those
who proclaim solutions for us,
rather than turning to those
who are seeking answers in the
same way we are. That is the
allure of some of the influen
tial, charismatic cult leaders
such as David Koresh. They
give people a certainty and ab
solutes, an escape from the re
sponsibility of dealing with life
themselves.

We can find comments in
Scripture which indicate that
even the great prophets had
their uncertainties th a t they had
correctly understood or inter
preted what they believed was
a message from God.t While
we know we can have a sure
and certain faith in our God,
we also know that we have our
own human limitations which
cloud our interaction and un
derstanding of our God.

Isaiah then moves on to use
the wealthy and powerful
women of Jerusalem as an im
age which contrasts the peo
ple's contrived glory with the
shame that results from it. (Isa
3:16-4:1) "Wealthy women, se
cure in their luxury and their
allure, are reduced to scabrous
hags begging to belong to some
one ... it is not merely women
who love ostentation and
luxury, it is all humanity. Nor
is it merely women who
through an abundance of pos
session (w. 18-23) attempt to
enhance themselves. It is all
humanity which with haughty
looks (2:11; 3:9) parades its self-
sufficiency across the stage of
the world."J:
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All this would change. In 4:1
the prophet sums up the total
reversal of conditions that
would occur. In war, the male
population suffers the greatest
losses by far. This meant that
the women would become so
desperate that instead of rely
ing on their allure, wealth or
flirtation to "catch" their man,
they would beg to belong, not
even asking for their normal
support of food and clothing
and they would even be will
ing to "share" one man among
seven of them.

With this image, Isaiah was
declaring the folly of the peo
ple's "independence".

In trying to avoid depending
on their God, they will end up
being dependent in the most
humiliating and degrading
fashion.

These strong messages of
judgement raise the question
of God's faithfulness and the
ultimate destruction of his peo
ple. God's original covenant
with Abraham promised de
scendants, a land to possess and
that they would be a blessing to
all nations. With this judgment,
where does all this now stand?

Is God giving up on his peo
ple? It would be like God say
ing to us, "You are no longer
my church, I ha ve cast you off!"

Isaiah 4:2-6 answers this.g It
says that not only will God not
give up on his people, but that
after the "judgment" and
"burning", the remnant will in
fact become what he has
wanted his people to be. Even
though they have strayed far
away, God will bring about his
goals for them even through
the judgment. Using images
from the Exodus, the pillar of
cloud and the pillar of fire, God
informs them that he will keep
them secure and will lead them
into their destiny. (4:5-6).

Statements such as these are
one of the strongest messages
of comfort we can find in Scrip
ture. When it seems that every
thing is against the realisation
of God's plans, even we our
selves can be sure that, some
how, God will achieve his pur
poses. ❖

* The removal of the nation's
leaders was actually accom
plished as part of the com
mon Ancient Near East prac-
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tice of deporting those most
likely to cause rebellion in a
conquered people—its lead
ership. There is no contra
diction here, as God's action
through people on the stage
of human history is just as
much a divine act as any su
pernatural miracle. Later in
Isaiah, for instance, a foreign
king, Cyrus, is named as
God's servant through
whom Jerusalem will be re
built. Isaiah even goes so far
as to name Cyrus God's
anointed, his messiah. (Isa
44:28-45:1)

+ See Jer 32:6-8. Jeremiah de
clares the message he re
ceived from the Lord in v. 7.
Then he records the events
occurring as foretold in his
prophecy, after which he con
cludes, "Then I knew that
this was the word of the
Lord." The obvious conclu
sion is that before the events
took place, he may well have
believed it to be "the word of
the Lord", but he did not
know it was.
John N. Oswalt, The book of
Isaiah Chapters 1—39 (NICOT,
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1986), p. 140.

§ Upon seeing a phrase such
as "The branch of the Lord",
many might quickly assume
that this refers to the Mes
siah. This is one instance
where such a quick assump
tion is not really helpful. We
always need to let Scripture
be our guide, rather than
pushing it into a mould we
would have it fit. Briefly, the
branch of the Lord is paral
leled with the fruit of the land,
which has no obvious
messianic connections.
Whereas, if simply taken lit
erally, this verse would seem
to be promising renewed
fruitfulness for the land after
the desolation of the judge
ment. It is worth noting a
parallel in Isa 32:9-20. The
women are again the ones
being addressed and they are
warned that the harvest will
fail (w. 10,12-13), but when
the reversal of the judgement
occurs, they are also prom
ised that the desert will be
come fertile (v. 15). This
would seem to support sim
ply taking 4:2 at its literal
meaning. For further infor
mation see the commentar
ies.
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Personal Church Mews

Baptisms
•Mark Haines, Launceston, Tas
•Ian Blight, Renee Connolly,
Footscray, Vic ‘Kirsty Rowley,
Tammy Griffith, Belconnen, ACT
•Mrs Beth Hockey, Nailsworth,
SA *Tammy Yates, Eleanore
Randall, Elizabeth, SA ’John
Tibble, Abigail Tibble, Chelsea
Bunn, Glen Waverley, Vic •Tina
Pinner, Launceston, Tas ’Kathryn
Holt, Frieda & Wally Hausler,
Jacqui & Hayden Price, Swan Hill,
Vic ’Nicole Heron, Craig Jeffreys,

i DanielTapau, JonTapau, Ann St,
Brisbane, Qld *lan Blight, Renee

j Connolly, Footscray, Vic

Marriages
•Rose Poschl and Micheal Cavan
agh, Elizabeth, SA ’Robyn Stewart
and Brenten Creasey, North Essen-
don, Vic ’Sarah Wardle and Jan
Sorg, Brooklyn Park, SA

Deaths
•Albert Scown, Mundulla, SA «May
Butt, Launceston,Tas’Jack Acqur-
off, Glen Waverley, Vic’Colin Olds,
Fremantle, WA »Win Stewart, Swan

Hill, Vic ’Olive Hampton, Clarice
Westaway, Maidstone, Vic

Obituaries
Obituaries limited to 100 words
Hill (nee Stevens), Effie Maud
(22.6.95) Bom at Bet Bet, Vic, 21
August 1897, passed away at
Betheden Nursing Home, Mur-
rumbeena. Growing up in the nur
ture of the faith, she became a mem
ber of the Bet Bet church in 1914,
commencing many decadesoffaith-
ful service to her Lord. She and Bob
were married at Bet Bet by Charles
Young. Together they served the
Lord as conscientious members at
Maryborough, Ararat and Thom-
bury. Widowed in 1968, Effie main
tained her home until a fall eventu
ally led to her becoming a resident at
Emmaus. Acouple of strokes, blind
ness, deafness and diabetes cast
dark shadows over her latter years,
the last two of which were spent at
Betheden where she was much
loved and kindly cared for. Sympa
thy is expressed to Dorothy, Thelma,
Alan, Esma and Evelyn and their
families. A service of reflection and
thanksgiving was held at Fem Tree
Gully. —Bruce Alcorn
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Tas
LAUNCESTON (C. Spaulding, D.
Tobler, W. Kerrison) CWF held
afternoon for Bible Society’s Bibles
for China appeal & raised $75 ...
Many visitors becoming regulars ...
June long weekend, 70 young peo
ple in State Camp at Bicheno ...
Baptism 15 June ... George Green
spoke 25 June while ministry team
attended Church for Unchurched
Conference ... May Butt, oldest
member, aged 101, died in Victoria,
15 June ... Joel Ratcliffe, Wollon
gong, accepted invitation to join min
istry team, commencing October.
LAUNCESTON (C Spaulding, D
Tobler, W Kerrison) Allan Orr
showed CWF old Launceston build
ings, before & after reconstruction
... Church workday 1 July (one year
after“ClaimingtheGround”)... 10.00
am service 2 July special Friend
ship Day when adults & children
invited friends who do not regularly
attend, or ever, to attend. Large
attendance ... Video series “Find
ing God'' being shown evening serv
ices June-July ... Baptism, 2 July.

Vic
NORTH ESSENDON (Mike
Esbensen) Jim Lycett elected
church secretary at annual meeting
... House church meets at Mike
Esbensen's home Sunday eve
nings. Communion & shared meal
... 12childrenon JuniorChurchroll.
Melinda Osborne, Heather Allen &
Karen Racovalis as well as minister
teaching. Sunday School rooms re
furbished ... Twenty Ways to Han
dle a Hymn presented by Wai
Johnson on Sunday evening 18
June. Essendon attended.
GLEN WAVERLEY(Ron Elboume,
Martin Gillespie, Howard Sanders)
Planned Giving review held ... Youth
successful at State Youth Games ...
Ron Elboumeconductedconsultancy
atNambour, Qld... Dawn& Ian McMil
lan attended Vanuatu Conference &
provided office training ... Pastoral
care ministry program (pastoral car-
ers&tele-carers) setup togive regular
attention to all.
CHELSEA (Tom Frazer) Many vis
iting & local speakers since retire
ment of Ian Whitelock through ill-
health ... Tom Frazer called as in
terim minister until end of year...
Many varied social activities to en
joy fellowship & help clear building
debt.
SWAN HILL(Larry Edwards) David
& Robyn Harmer (York St, Ballarat)
study leaders, & team from YWAM
conducted program forteenagers &
children at church family camp at
Halls Gap over Queen's Birthday
weekend... Parenting seminar held 

with Liz Bailey ... Five baptisms
over recent weeks ... Target 2000
night of missions held in our chapel
on 14 July... Old photocopiertraded
on new model.
MAIDSTONE(A.McMillan)Church
saddened by home call of founda
tion member Olive Hampton &
Clarice Westaway. Sympathy to
Tom & family, also Westaway family
... Church farewelled Jean & Harry
Cooper... Birthday congratulations
Tom Hampton (80) & Dulcie
Beaumont (90) ... CWF held suc
cessful street stall ... Many still on
sick list... Explorer Boys distributed
2,460 sets Telecom directories ...
Ruth Green (LLMS Peru) visited
LBS.
ORMOND (Jonathan Moore,
Pamela Longmuir) Some mem
bers participated in 40-Hour Fam
ine ... Received $750 from plant
stall, $250 cake stall... Participated
in prayer for Christian Unity ...
Present aim for Simaid is supplying
three oxygen concentrators to oper
ating theatres at Galmi Hospital,
Niger, Africa ... Alan Niven gave
three addresses on giving, encour
aging, caring ... Social evening &
dinner 17 June concentrating on
contacts attending & short focus on
Churches of Christ.
FOOTSCRAY (Geoff Casey)
Church rejoicing in two baptisms
plus three new members ... Greg &
Rose Gow (UNOH) set apart to work
among African community in
Footscray ... Music ministry & in
crease in attendances are an en
couragement at morning worship
services ... Weekly walking group
providing good fellowship.

WA
FREMANTLE (J. Caporn) Inspir
ing visit by Des Nelson (Conf Pres)
... Video of ministry along Amazon
River shown to CWF by Bible Soci
ety representative... Coordinator in
WA of Interserve, Helen Duncan,
speaker at church tea meeting 2
July. Highlighted were prayer needs
of missionaries from this state ...
Sympathy expressed to family of
Colin Olds on his death ... Roy
Thomson returned from visit to Vic.
GERALDTON (Rohan & Rona
Burcham) Large sign (OurCH.. .CH
will be complete when UR in it) in
front of building site as construction
of new worship centre & remodel
ling of existing administration, hall
facilities & manse area ahead of
schedule ... Rohan presenting se
ries on grace, spiritual building,
Jehovah Jireh & related topics ...
50th anniversary set for 26 Novem
ber. Special gospel & outreach pro
grams planned for official opening
of new worship centre.
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Church News

NSW
TELOPEA (R. Lewis, B. Peder
son) Church continues to receive
spiritual refreshmentatworshipserv-
ices... Men's overnight bush camp
out very popular... Rick Lewis at
tended Governor’s prayer breakfast
... Keith Farmer, College Principal,
& Keith Morgan, Bathurst church,
recent guest speakers... Supportto
local community continues through
Telopea Family Resources, offer
ing compassion & practical assist
ance to families in crisis ... Home
groups continue to grow. “New
Comers’1 home group proving suc
cessful.
TELOPEA (R. Lewis, B. Peder
son) Church continues to support a
ministry in local primary & high
schools ... Kidz Klub (years 3-6)
continues to grow & be well attended
by non-church children ... Twice
monthly Refreshing Meetings prov
ing a joy to those attending... Asso
ciate pastor Warren Seip spending
threemonthsinChicagowithJPUSA

[ ... Church supports several former
I members now in mission work.

Old
ANN ST, BRISBANE (Bill Flett)
Kenmore student & youth leader,
Ardal McMahon, speaker while
minister & wife on holidays ... Four
teenagers baptised recently... Mrs
Tapau received into membership
as baptised believer ... Several
older members still hospitalised ...
McMahon baby, Ardal Jnr, recov
ering well after surgery.

SA
BALAKLAVA (Graham Lawrie)
Associate State Minister, Ian
Corlett, visited21—22 June. Helped
church leaders in vision for mission
of the church ... Ecumenical
evening services held during week
prior to Pentecost, each church
hosting a meeting ... Junior camp
for 7-12-year-olds held weekend
9-11 June, 38 attended ... Max &
Rae Thompson visited 22 June with
first-hand information of the mis
sion work in Papua New Guinea.
MUNDULLA (John Main) CWF
share/care outreach luncheon well
received ... Sunday School morn
ing tea raised $37 for Bibles for
China ... 150 attended community
Easter Cross service ... Weekly
home fellowship studying Acts ...
Women considering role of women
in the 90s church... Conferring with
Keith board re effective ministry shar
ing... Individuals voicing concern to
MPs re proposed SA Euthanasia
Bill... Church luncheon raised$153
for Overseas Mission.

NAILSWORTH(DaryllTelfer) Win
ter Features at Five include youth &
childrens services; visiting musi
cians; speakers Colin Jones, Rob
George, Alistair Cranney, Pat &
Margaret Egan; monthly teas ...
76th anniversary theme OurChurch
in Mission recognised 15 former
nailsworthites who served over
seas. Morning speaker Ian Flood,
Old ... Sunday School Walk for
Bibles along beach raised $900 for
Amity Press, China... Engagement
congratulations Evan Young &
Tamra Maddox.
ELIZABETH (Lindsay Mayes)
General enthusiasm & optimism as 

attendances, visitors & inquiries in
crease ... Elders retreat followed by
ongoing study program... Develop
ing discipleship course for whole
church ... Children's Ministry under
review ... Receptionist position es
tablished to staff office full-time.
Computer purchased ... Church
family camp held at Hahndorf.
BROOKLYN PARK (P. Webber)
Minister reappointed by church to
December 1996 ... Home discus
sion groups led by Ian Corlett (Assoc
State Minister) ... Barry Benz
preacher 21 May, offering pledge
day... FortnightlyTuesday pm serv
ices for intellectually disabled. 60 

attending... Cooperative activities
continue with Henley & Flinders
Park. Three churches prayerfully
await blueprint for amalgamation
vote.
STRATHALBYN (Grant & Julie
Simpson) Visit of World President
of WCTU. All churches invited ...
Bible Society dinner raised $910
... Dedication for baby Thomas
Costello-Smith. Parents welcomed
into fellowship. Luncheon followed
... Reunion of youth from Christian
Endeavour of the 60s planned for
September... Many members are
on the sick list... AGM planned for
August.
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sport

Let the Games ®@^jddd
State Youth Games
Queensclif  f, Vic, was the venue for a gath
ering of 500 young people for the annual
State Youth Games, held over the long
weekend in June. Enthusiastic participants,
who braved chilly winter conditions (most
of them camped under canvas!) soon
warmed up by joining in tire action-packed
program of activities. A variety of sports
and competitions were featured through
out the weekend, ranging from passive
activities like chess and darts, to more
strenuous ones like the Triathalon. The
overall winning church was Glen Waver-
ley, who took the shield home for the third
consecutive year!

Sport wasn't tire only reason for gather
ing. The young people from York Street
Church of Christ in Ballarat led some

inspirational worship and campers were
challenged by speaker John Van
Groningen, chaplain of the Geelong
Supercats Basketball team. Tire "Rock Pile
Cafe" kept people entertained into tire early
hours and the opening and closing cer
emonies were complete with cheer-lead
ing dances and the official State Youth
Games "Torch".

Russell Croxford and a team of 25 lead
ers coordinated the event under the ban
ner of Youth Vision-Vic. State Youth
Games has grown rapidly since it began in
1991, becoming the most popular activity
on the youth calendar. It serves as an ideal
outreach event, presenting young people
with a mixture of fun, friendship and chal
lenges in a Christian environment.

• Some of the action at the Games
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seldom is anyone so spiritual
as to strip himself entirely of
self-love.

—Thomas a Kempis

The church was not going to be out-adver
tised by the new harness racing track that
opened 50 metres away. It countered the
track's slogan, “Come on out and play,” with
“Come on out and pray”.
Then it upped the ante in the sign-war with
such messages for passing race fans as:
“You can win if you show at God's place.”
“Stop horsing around—get to church."
‘Trot on over to God’s place.”
"Don't gamble on life, Jesus is a sure thing.”
Finally, the church went for all the marbles:
“Win, place or show, when the party is over,
where will you go?”

AAAAA
Two men were before the court on a charge
of arson.
The first defendant claimed to be of no fixed
abode.
The second then said, “And I live in the flat
above”.

AAAAA
“Were you in Noah's ark, grandpa?"
"Er—No, I wasn’t”
Then why weren’t you drowned?”

AAAAA
He can talk the whole day through without
stopping to think once.

AAAAA
So what did your blind date look like?
Well, he looked a lot better over the tele
phone.

AAAAA
Me, famous? These days I’m not even a
household name in my own household.

AAAAA
A holiday is something that turns someone
who's tired into someone who's exhausted.

AAAAA
Tenant: "Where can I buy 10,000 cock
roaches?”
Landlord: "Why do you want to know?”
Tenant: “Because the lease says I have to
leave the premises exactly the way I found
them.

AAAAA

I’m hoping these new speakers
will give my sermons a little

more punch!
Source: McPherson Goes to Church by John
McPherson (Zondervan, 1994)
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