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James Pearce

S
tan Allison ("AC" 15 July) asked for
an explanation of the Creation Sci­
ence issue by someone who hasn't

taken sides. I don't know if it is ever possi­
ble to be unbiased about anything, but I
will try to be as positive as I can about bo th
sides and see if that helps.

The Creation Science debate within the
Christian community is basically a dis-
putebetweentwoconflictingphilosophies;
two philosophies underpinned by differ­
ing understandings of biblical interpreta­
tion. As a generalisation, it would be fair to
say that the more literal an interpretation a
person places on the Bible, the more likely
that person is to be a creationist.

Since a literal interpretation of the Bible
cannot be maintained if the Bible is shown
to be in "error", any philosophy or theory
that threatens this needs to be answered.
Literalists are therefore strong on apolo­
getic; putting forward counter arguments
for those ideas that they see as undermin­
ing the integrity of the text.

Creationism is merely one area of apolo­
getic.

The Creationism conflict arises in this
way. If we were to add up the ages of the
people written about in the Old Testa­
ment, we would arrive at a date for the
creation. This method places creation
around six or seven thousand years ago.
Furthermore, a literal reading of the text
clearly states that God created everything
in six days. However, the majority of mod­
ern scientists do not believe that the world
was created in six literal days and have
developed and promoted a different
theory. This secular theory states that the
world is billions of years old and that life
evolved slowly over that period, changing
from one form to another to produce the
variety that we see today. The threat to the
literalist is that if the Bible is shown to be
false for Genesis, who can say what else
might prove to be false?

There are two courses of action open for
us at this point. We can take the Bible as
being literally accurate and look for flaws
in the scientific argument and look for
scientific evidence to support a young age
for creation. Alternatively, we could as­
sume that the Bible is not meant to be read
as either history or science, in which case
there is no clash between modem science
and modem theology. Both these courses
have indeed been undertaken and therein
lie the seeds of the dispute.

My next s ta tement is one tha t qu i te a fe w
people may disagree with, but it is really 

the key to the whole conflict. Neither side
can prove their case.

If the case could be proved incontrovert-
ibly, then there would be no dispute, but
quite simply, this cannot be done.

Oh yes, convincing cases can be argued
from ingenious interpretations of data.
People are even convinced that they have
seen proof. But for every argument, there
exists a counter argument. Secular Scien­
tist A looks at some scientific evidence and
concludes that life is billions of years old,
while Creation Scientist B looks at exactly
the same evidence and concludes the earth
is very young.

This means there will never be a settle­
ment of this dispute. Despite all the rheto­
ric and polemic, there is really nothing in
the way of hard evidence that conclu­
sively proves the case for either a young
earth or an old one. In the absence of a time
machine and as long as the arguments
continue to be based on interpretation,
there will always be differing interpreta­
tions and, hence, conflict.

In my opinion and despite the opinions
of some of the more partisan letter writers,
there are reputable scientists and theolo­
gians on both sides of the argument. These
people, experts in their own fields, are
unable to reach an agreement on a defini­
tive answer to the conflict, because until
now every bit of evidence is open to chal­
lenge and reinterpretation.

What appears to be solid evidence on
both sides, often disappears after closer
scrutiny. Let mesayagain that because the
evidence is not conclusive, merely the
result of interpretation, different opin­
ions about the same evidence are formed.
This means that there is no argument, one
way or the other, to which all people will
agree.

Both the creationist and anti-creationist
sides of the conflict, despite the scientific
window dressing, are essentially argued
on the basis of theories or systems of belief.
Because they are belief systems, ie "I be­
lieve in evolution" or "I believe in crea­
tion", they are often held passionately and
sometimes irrationally, leading to the
heated exchanges that have aroused Stan
Allison's curiosity.

If the experts cannot agree, how then
can the lay person make a decision? An
appeal to science doesn't help, as any per­
son who has ever seen rival scientists argu­
ing in a law court about interpretation of
the same evidence will know. An appeal to
theology doesn't help, any student of his-
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/l wonderful opportunity
The Toronto Blessing phe­
nomenon should be used as an
opportunity to teach our con­
gregations about the Biblical
ministry of the Holy Spirit. At
Wollongong, NSW, it gave us
a wonderful opportunity to
give an overview of the differ­
ent emphases found in the Bi­
ble about the Holy Spirit and
the limited emphasis given to
ecstatic worship in those pas­
sages. We asked the familiar
questions about the phenom­
enon—Is it a problem or a bless­
ing? Is it peculiar to Christian­
ity? Can God do something
new? How do you explain it?
These questions can be applied
to all new directions that
churches may experience and
gave some guidance to the con­
gregation in developing the use
of discretionary wisdom.

We used the evening also as
an opportunity to invite our
worshippers to seek God's
power for leadership and teach­
ing roles. We prayed for his
Spirit for the healing of emo­

tional and physical pains and
so also sought the Holy Spirit
for the healing of relationships.
Over 100 came out for prayer.
We thankGod for the opportu­
nity the Toronto Blessing has
given our church to teach more

G o With The Flow is the theme
for a youth Night of Missions
to be held at Doncaster, Vic,
church on 12 August.

Where are we flowing as far
as missions is concerned? What
are the goals we should be set­
ting ourselves if we are to be
obedient to the Great Commis­
sion? Why is it important to
identify and reach every peo­
ple group with the gospel?

This will be a night to chal­
lenge our complacency and
willingness to let others do the
work of mission.

The challenge is for this gen-

about the ministry of the Holy
Spirit.

An audio cassette of the
service is available from the
Wollongong church for S8.00
by phoning (042) 26 5022.

—Ted Keating

eration to reach into every peo­
ple group by the end of the
century.

The program will include
youth interviews, testimonies,
videos and a chance to meet the
Berwick mission team who are
preparing for their trip to the
Philippines.

In line with proposed
changes to our Conference
structures, the Overseas and
Aborigines Mission commit­
tees (Vic-Tas) are cooperating
with Youth Vision for this pro­
gram.

—Barry Jenkins
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/l night to challenge our complacency

Comment News

Continued from page 2

tory will know just how divided
theologians can be. Nor does
an appeal to the Bible help be-
ca use, whether we li ke it or not,
we all approach the Scriptures
with a bias.

If we believe Genesis is not
meant to be read literally, we
will not feel any need to chal­
lenge current scientific models
oftheoriginoflife.Ifwehold to
a literal interpretation, then we
are almost compelled to chal­
lenge modem scientific opin­
ion.

In short, there is no easy an­
swer.

A prayerful reading of the
arguments for and against, with
an attempt to filter out the po­
lemic, is really all that the inter­
ested party can hope for.

This is only a brief outline of
the Creation Science conflict,
and I have tried not to take
sides.

1 hope that this provides a
basis for understanding for
those who wonder what all the
excitement is about.

For those who wish to read
more on this issue, I would rec­
ommend the following books:

• Derek Burke (ed) Creation
and Evolution, (IVP). This book
is part of the "When Christians
Disagree" series and provides
a series of arguments and re­
sponses from Christians on
both sides of the issue.

• Michael Denton Evolution,
A Theory in Crisis (Burnett
Books) for a non-theological
view of the problems with evo­
lution. Denton argues that there
are logical and scientific prob­
lems wi th evolutionary theory.

• As for a modern explana­
tion of the origins of life and the
earth, almost any current uni­
versity level text book in the
fields of Geology, Biology or
Zoology would offer a clear and
concise explanation without
digressing into argument with
creationists. ❖
James Pearce is In ministry
at Strathmore, Vic, and as
well as his theological quali­
fications, hasaBScHonsand
worked for many years as a
Forensic Scientist for the
Victorian State Forensic Sci­
ence Laboratory.

VosDODffl
For all to read
"We'll have a series of lunches
and dinners to invite all those
who have recently begun to
worship with us," decided the
pastoral care committee of The
Avenue, Surrey Hills, Vic,
church.

That was last year.
There followed some very

welcoming, happy and, at
times, quite noisy occasions.

This year they have contin­
ued providing all members of
the congregation with oppor­
tunities to meet our new minis­
ter and Iris wife, Geoff and
Diane Merrett.

At the May dinner this year,
Sandi Purdie, attending with
her husband Tim, was im­
pressed by the Church Vision
statement that was presented.
"Brilliant!" said Sandi.

In the next few weeks she
made a beautiful cross­
stitched banner of the Vision

Statement and it now hangs in
the front foyer for all to read as
they come to worship.

The Vision Statement for the
90s reads:

"The Church of Christ in
Surrey Hills has a long and
strong heritage of service to the
local community and the wider
Church.

Our aim is to build on this
heritage using the gifts and
abilities of the whole congrega­
tion, so that we shall continue
to be a Christ-centred commu­
nity of faith where:
• Peopleparticipateinworship

that is relevant, creative and
inspiring;

• People discover a vital faith
in God and experience per­
sonal spiritual growth;

• People experience genuine
nurture, friendship and hos­
pitality;

• People are encouraged to re- 

« Sandi Purdie with her
version of the Vision
Statement

spond with sensitivity and
wisdom to the needs of the
local community;

• People are encouraged to
care for our world and to live
responsibly in it." 
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Pastoral Car® @@®s
Alan Niven in
30 June saw nearly 100 gather
at the Dianella, WA, church
for the inaugural Doug Good
Memorial Lecture. The speaker
was Alan Niven of the
Churches of Christ Theologi­
cal College in Melbourne,
which was the recipient of part
of Doug's estate. The lecture
entitled "Pastoral Care for
Families", was delivered in a
lively manner using a variety
of media, including song, car­
toons, stories and a bird's nest.
The key theme that Alan devel­
oped was that "the process of
ministry' is welcoming stran­
gers into a faith relationship".
He pointed out that this in­
volves us in a ministry of avail­
ability and in a ministry of in­

troduction. As this was one of
the most significant aspects of
Doug's ministry, it was fitting
that this should have been the
theme presented.

The response from those who
attended this lecture and other
similar lectures at Merredin,
York, Bunbury and Wambro
was most appreciativeof Alan's
gentle style and his willingness
to share from a wealth of pasto­
ral experience.

Twenty people, from seven
metropolitan churches, contin­
ued with Alan over the next
day and the following week­
end to complete a workshop on
the Pastoral Care of Families,
which comprised the lecture
input for a Ministry Training

Centre course. Alan pointed
out that a large percentage of
families in Australian society
today are not what we would
call "traditional" families—so
he focussed on appropriate sin-
gleparent/blended/step fami­
lies which do not always feel
comfortable and welcomed in
our churches.

The sessions were informa­
tive and challenging.

During his time in the West,
Alan also made visits to minis­
ters and churches in the East­
ern Wheatbelt and South-
West, as well as preaching at
Subiaco, Kalamunda, War­
wick and Kelmscott. His input
was much appreciated by all
who heard him.

Alan's visit was jointly ar­
ranged by the Ministry Train­
ing Centre and the State Com­
mittee of CCTC.

ACT W®WS
Resignation of Don Herbert

Visit of Dr Greg ElsdonACT Conference Executive has
received with sadness the res­
ignation of Don Herbert from
ministry with the church at
Tuggeranong, ACT.

Don has been ill for the past
15 months and has struggled
with a chronic lung disorder.
Don and his family plan to
move to the South Coast of
NSW to hopefully assist his re­
covery.

Don's ministry with the
church has been very much
appreciated as he worked to
grow the church in this part of
Canberra.

Dr Greg Elsdon, Principal of
the Churches of Christ Theo­
logical College, spent the week­
end of 22-23 July with the
churches in Canberra.

Greg presented a seminar on
the Saturday entitled "Mat­
thew's Message for Today".
Those who attended were most
appreciative of Greg's teach­
ing and his inspiring leading in
understanding Scripture for
today.

He was challenging in the
message he presented and left
us with much to think about—

how we as Christians should
live together in community and
how we ought to behave to­
wards one another.

Greg helped us to appreciate
the teachings of Christ to a
much greater depth and gave
us new insights into how we
might read Scripture.

Greg shared with the
churches at Ainslie, Belconnen
and Lyons on the Sunday
morning.

—Thelma Leach
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:PERTH BIBLE0
: COLLEGE J
° requires a full-time <>

: FACULTY :
: MEMBER :
° for the beginning of 1996. °
o The appointee will be a o
o qualified Bible teacher with o

0 appropriate postgraduate °
° qualifications, preferably °
° with ministry or missionary 0
0 experience.
o Details are available from the 0
□ Principal, Dr Alan Meers, o
□ PBC, 1 College Court, o
o Karrinyup WA 6018. 0

0 Phone (09) 448 0055; »
° Fax (09) 448 0487.

Closing date for applications is °
° 30 September 1995. o
Ooooooooooooooo

CalencJar
Senior Translator in Aust

Rev Dr Barclay M. Newman
American Bible Society Senior
Translations Officer, will be visit­
ing Australia, 17 August-1 Sep­
tember. He is the guest of the
Bible Society in Australia and
state offices will have details of
special meetings being held in
each capital city (Breakfast in
Melbourne on 18 August,
breakfast in Adelaide on 22
August). DrNewman heads the
translation team that, in 1991,
introduced the Contemporary
English Version (CEV) NewTes-
tament, a fresh rendering that
appeals to both beginning and
experienced Bible readers. The
full CEV Bible is being published
in Australia in September.

Single Ministry
Consultant
Dr Bobbie Reed, a US consult­
ant on single adult ministries is
visiting Melbourne 13-20 Au­
gust. She is the author of 31
books in the field of Christian
Education, parenting, success­
fully living as a single or single
again adult, and relationships.
The Nunawadingchurch is hold­
ing 3seminars. “Single Parent­
ing" is being held 15 August at
8 pm. Cost$10/person. "Blended
Families" on 16 August at 8 pm,
cost S10/person and "Looking
for Love” on 18 August at 8 pm
and 19 August 9 am-4 pm,
cost S25/person. Dr Reed will
also be preaching at morning
services (9 and 10.15 am) on 20
August. Forinformationand reg­
istration form contact N unawad-
ing office on (03) 9877 6077.

Liturgical Music
Convention
Writer, composer, ministerof the
Church of Scotland and mem-
berof the Iona Community, John
Bell, will return to Australia for
the national Liturgical Music
Convention in September. This
year, the convention, "Continu­
ing the Song” will travel to Mel­
bourne (1-3 September, Syd­
ney (8-10 September), Bris­
bane (15-17 September) and
Perth (22-24 September). In
all cities, John Bell will give a
keynote address and provide
the workshops, Music of Iona
and The Dangers and Delights
of Christian Song. 40 Australian
and overseas presenters will be
involved in giving practical work­
shops. Details from Michael
Wood on (03) 9662 2637.
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News

Youth L©iragievo^y
Youth Ministry Emphasis at Spring Conference

Australia
Clergy Conduct Guides
The Bathurst Anglican diocese
will soon become the second
Australian diocese to endorse a
code of conduct to guide clergy
in their ministry. The first was
Melbourne, although many other
diocese are currently preparing
drafts for review. Bathurst’s
Bishop Bruce Wilson believes
the development of the new code
is both a sign of the church want­
ing to improve the services it
offers and a response to grow­
ing community demands for
higher standards from profes­
sionals. The Draft Code of Con­
duct has been put together over
the past 18 months and covers a
range of professional duties of
clergy, including requirements
for confidentiality.

Sunday Night Live
Extended
Gordon Moyes' Sunday Night
Live program on 2GB (Syd­
ney) is being extended to be­
gin at 8 pm, to include a Chris­
tian service, complete with
sermon, singing and interac­
tion with the congregation.
Between 9 and10, many of
the regular Sunday Night Live
elements will remain, but from
10 to midnight, listeners will
be able interact with Gordon
in a Christian open line,
“Speak Out’ session.

WCTU Convention
The 33rd triennial Convention
of the World Women's Chris­
tian Temperance Union was
held in Melbourne 3-10 May,
attended by 300 delegates
from 15 countries. This is only
the second time a World Con­
vention of the WCTU has been
held in Australia, the first be­
ing in Sydney in 1977.

Church Walk-Out
A large group of young adults
walkedoutofStMark’sAnglican
Church in Emerald in the
Dandenong ranges, Melbourne,
with the blessing of those who
remained. The new congrega­
tion of young adults decided to
move off site to stem the tide of
youngpeopleleavingthe church
and their faith. Meeting in a local
community hall, the group is led
by Rev Mike Flynn. 20% of Em­
erald's population are young
adults yet only 2% go to church,
according to the church leader­
ship at St Mark’s which planned
the move.

This year Spring Conference
will see the addition of new
electives. These have been es­
pecially designed for youth
leaders and ministers. Fuzz
Kitto will lead two electives on
the themes of Longevity in
Youth Ministry and Outreach
and Evangelism and the
Changing Tides of Youth Min­
istry. The electives will be fol­
lowed by a dinner for partici­
pants where Fuzz will answer
questions and discuss issues.

The Christian Singles Pen
Friend Club is an attempt to
fill a gap in the lives of Chris­
tian singles who, for a range of
reasons, find themselves un­
able to access the resources of
singles ministries organised by
local churches or denomina­
tional groups. Bryan Hedges,
who commenced the group, is
a widower who lives in a small
country town with an aging
church population.

The club is open to anyone
who considers themselves
Christian and it "attempts to
meet some of (not all) the com-

Fuzz Kitto has worked in the
you th ministry area for 20 years
and is currently directing youth
ministry outreach for the Unit­
ing Church in Sydney's West-
emSuburbs. Youth workers are
invited to attend on 4 Novem­
ber, or better still come for the
whole Conference, (4-6 No­
vember). The various electives
and speakers will be relevant
to all outreach ministry ven­
tures. —Rob Lynch
(Youth Minister, Wollongong) 

mon needs of single Chris­
tians". The club is for those who
have lost a partner through
death or who are no longer
married, as well as for those
who have never married, and
is for all age ranges.

The aims of the club are:
To provide a secure way of

meeting other Christian peo­
ple via our pen friend monthly
newsletter:

Christian camps in the Halls
Gap area, at first, and then other
areas as the group develops.
(Some camps will be for par­
ents and children, other camps

POPULAR CAMPING
AND CONFERENCE

CENTRES IN SA
Offering extensive facilities

for church groups.

BELAIR - Nunyara
MACCLESFIELD
VICTOR HARBOR - Adare

Full catering. Resident site managers.
Chapel on each site or adjacent.

Uniting Church Camps & Conference Centres
Bookings and Enquiries:

Phone (OS) 212 4066 Fax (OS) 231 6013

Pen FriencHs
Christian Singles Pen Friend Club

• FUZZ Kitto

will be just for adults.);
To provide information on

other single Christian groups
and their activities and, wher­
ever possible, work in with
these groups for the benefit of
all concerned;

To build a directory of infor­
mation of services and re­
sources available to Christian
singles to help them cope with
some of the many problems that
can arise by being in the situa­
tion of being single; and

To act as a witness to the
non-Christian community.

Bryan noted that some of the
issues related to singleness he
has encountered when talking
with people have been: short­
age of cash flow due to the
bread-winner leaving the rela­
tionship, loneliness, feelings of
failure and inadequacy, feel­
ings of being discriminated
against by married church
members, feelings of despair
and not knowing where to ac­
cess help especially in country
areas, feelings of isolation, fear
of starting a new relationship
for fear of being hurt again,
and shortage of baby sitters to
allow lone parents to have some
time to socialise.

Readers interested in mak­
ing contact with this group
should contact the coordinator
Bryan Hedges at 65 Ligar St,

| Stawell 3380 (PO Box 507) or
I by phoning him on (053) 58
1 4152.
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News

Golden
Getaways
Camps with a
Difference
The Bays' church in Batemans
Bay, NSW,areplanning to hold
a number of "weekend camps
with a difference" in 1996, in­
volving people from Churches
of Christ.

Our members will billet out
those attending.

Friday evening will be spent
with your hosts (billets).

Saturday after breakfast in­
volves meeting and visiting
some places of interest: eg the
Moruya Markets; Australia's
only Calligraphy Gallery; For­
est Gallery and Trunketabella
Gardens and Nursery.

Lunch may be at one of the
many lovely tea rooms, cafe,
restaurants, etc, in the area, or
at the Scripture Union Confer­
ence Centre, "Kooringa Park"
at Casey's Beach.

In the afternoon there will be
two sessions run by our church
at Kooringa Park, followed by
some light activity like a walk
along the beach.

Tea would be at Kooringa
Park and after tea there would
be an evening program, which
may be a concert (visitors
would be invited to have an
item), or it may be board games
or other passive type games, or
maybe a good video and dis­
cussion.

Sunday after breakfast
would involve attending our
9.30 am service and then shar­
ing in a BBQ lunch at a park or
at one of our member's home
as the concluding event of the
camp.

The cost of the weekend will
be around $30/person, but you
may have to buy your Satur­
day lunch. Accommodation is
free and we could handle
around 20 people. Our church
membership is predominantly
over the 50 year mark, so this
will be the age range we would
be looking to accommodate.

If your church would like to
investigate the possibility of a
camp contact John Inman on
(044) 72 8480.

I —John Inman
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Decision
Reversed
SA Council of Churches
relocation
In the 1 July issue we reported
that: "The SA Government...
excluded the SA Council of
Churches from a project to 

house a whole range of non­
government organisations and
groups in one building." The
Government has since then re­
versed that decision. (Revers­
ing a previous decision!) From
late 1996, the SA Council of
Churches expect to be housed,
next door to the SA Council of
Social Services and close to
Amnesty International and The

Global EducationCentre, on the
first floor of Torrens Building,
overlooking Victoria Square. ’

This will finally bring to an
end a long saga and offers op­
portunities for the Council to
work closer with other advo­
cates of people in need.

-Malcolm McArthur
(Executive Officer SA

Council of Churches

The Australian Christian 5 August^95



News

M®w Editior Appointed
Don smith appointed from 1996

Australia
Carer Crisis
The future of Australia’s 1.5
million carers “hangs in the
balance” according to the first
national conference on com­
munity care, held in April in
Canberra. Organisers of the
conference, the Carers’ As­
sociation of Australia, said
poverty, isolation, failing
health and thoughts of sui­
cide were an everyday reality
for community carers. Re­
search by the Australian Bu­
reau of Statistics confirmed
that many carers were near
to breaking point.

Quality Cable TV
The Jesuit-backed Lifevision
Network is negotiating with
the Murdoch-Telecom pay tel­
evision group, Foxtel, to
screen more than 1,000 hours
a week of sex-free and vio­
lence-free programs. The
network wants to broadcast
on five of Foxtel's expected
200 channels when its cable
service starts later this year.
Lifevisions's director, Father
Michael Kelly, said the com­
pany would raise the esti­
mated $30 million needed by
public float in the next few
months. They hope to attract
subscribers by offering re­
bates and discounts to Aus­
tralia's 1,450 Catholic par­
ishes and 1,750 private
schools, a potential market of
2 million.

Catholic School of
Evangelism
An experienced team from
Brisbane, Melbourne and
other centres will lead the first
School of Evangelism in the
Roman Catholic Church in
Brisbane 3-23 July. The
School of Evangelism was a
response to Jesus' command
and also a response to Pope
John Paul’s call to the whole
church to embark on a dec­
ade of evangelism in prepa­
ration forthe new millennium.
The school has two basic
courses, the first treats the
theme of discipleship and
lasts six days, the second on
how to evangelise takes 12
days. Four Schools of Evan­
gelism have been set up in
Australia, three in Melbourne
and one in Hobart. Brisbane
will be one of three planned
to set up in 1995.

The Board of The Australian
Christian is happy to announce
that as from 1 January 1996 Don
Smith will become Editor.

Don has had an outstanding
career with Churches of Christ.
He was baptised at the Black­
bum, Vic, church at the age of
18 and graduated from the
College of the Bible in 1954.
Whilst in college, Don was stu­
dent president and secretary.
Successful ministries were held
at Morwell, Vic, and Cowan-
dilla, SA. In 1962 he was ap­
pointed Directorof Home Mis­
sions and Evangelism for the
Victoria/Tasmania Confer­
ence.

On the amalgamation of
Home Missions and Christian
Education and Development in
1977, Don was appointed Ex­
ecutive Director. To add fur­
ther to Don's already full work
load, he assumed responsibil­
ity for the Federal Board of
Christian Education in 1984 and
subsequently the Australian
Board of Church Development
and Education. After serving
the Victorian and Tasmanian
Conference for 33 years, Don

Castlemaine
Church of Christ
After 125 years of Christian witness,
Castlemaine Church of Christ is
moving to a new location. The final
service at the present Campbell St
location will be taking place on
Sunday 27 August, starting at 10.00

am.

We would like to invite all who
have had a previous association
with the church to this service. It is
hoped there will be opportunity for
people to say a few words about
their association with the church.
The service will be followed by a
fellowship luncheon at the new
Blakeley Rd site. ;

Notification of intention to attend
would be appreciated to assist with

catering.
Phone Mary-Anne Revell the Church
Secretary on (054) 72 4364.

retires from full-time service in
September this year.

The Board of The Australian
Christian is confident that Don
will bring to our national paper
the same skills and enthusiasm
which has made his contribu­
tion to Churches of Christ so
outstanding.

In her article "Editors 1898-
1988" published in the 17 June
issue, Mary Ambrose con­
cluded her overview with the
following words: "The people
chosen to be editors of The Aus­
tralian Christian have all been
men of outstanding character
and talent. They had many
similar attributes: academic
awareness, both secular and
church; involvement with Fed­
eral and State conferences; close
links with the College of the
Bible; commitment to local
churches and the ability to com­
municate with both the spoken
and the written word. Their
individual personalities and
talents, together with their ear­
nest desire to truly know God,
to search for truth in Scripture
and in the contemporary world,
and to lead others into that
knowledge, enabled each of
them to meet the challenge of
their day."

We believe that the appoint­
ment of Don Smith will also

• Don Smith

prove tobe one which will rank
with the editors of this over­
view.

The Board has restructured
the staff who produce the pa­
per. Don will work two and
half days a week. We have ap­
pointed Nigel Pegram as our
Production Manager/Sub Edi­
tor. This position is a full-time
one and Nigel will be responsi­
ble for producing the paper.
Nigel has for the last two and a
half years worked on a part-
time basis wi th Chris Ambrose
and his work has shown him to
be capable and efficient. Nigel
has the support of the Board in
this appointment. We believe
that with this team, The Aus­
tralian Christ inn has a very
bright future.

—Keith Aird
(Board Chairman)

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 24 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 2721600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515
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Electricity prices for domes­
tic consumers in the period
from now until the year 2000
will be regulated. Any pur­
ported price reduction will oc­
cur because it is legislated and
not as a result of the operation
of "the market". This begs the
question: If reductions can be
achieved through legislation,
why is it necessary to sell off
these assets?

The four years until 2000 is a
period in which the privitisat-
ions will be pushed through. In
a sense, a kind of "sunset
clause" is in place, regulating
domestic tariffs until 2000 de­
livers a fait accompli that clev­
erly avoids the political back­
lash that has the greatest likeli­
hood of derailing the so called
"reforms". The Premier and the
Regulator-General have both
acknowledged that there is no
guarantee thatprices won't rise

once the "market" 

His report indicates a lack of
interest by local churches in
conference work, of network­
ing together and thecollapseof
the restoration ideals as a basis

I ofintegrationforourcommun-
i ion. He writes, "We appear to
I be a loose association with some

common heritage and events.
Some of these links appear in­
creasingly tenuous." The res­
toration ideal was always that
ourchurches would eventually
sink into the body of Christ at
large. Perhaps that time has
now come. If there is nothing
worthwhile that we can say or
do together, perhaps it is about
time we dissolved Conference.

Personally, I do not think the
time has come and I would be
interested in networking with
others in order to understand
how the present situation has
developed and to consider the
future of Churches of Christ.

Is there anyone out there?
Please write to me do 3 Kulgoa
Rd, Pymble NSW 2073 or
phone/fax (02) 44 91291. Ex­
pressions of interest from other
states would be welcome.

—Harold E. Hayward

An Apology
To the Editor,

Writing a sermon this morn­
ing to be preached at Mitcham,
Vic, next month. I turned to my
"Whither the Churches of
Christ?" manuscripts which I I
submittedtotheeditorlastjuly /
and which I have not re-read /
for many months. I was em- / /
barrassed to discover that II
while I used single-word sub- / /1
titles for the last three arti- ///
cles, I had used "The Resto­
ration Movement" and
"Christian Unity" respec­
tively for the third and
fourth articles. The editor
printed what I gave him.
Mea culpa. (See letter of 1 I
July.) —Ronald Graham /

(Johnston, Iowa, USA) /

Victorian
Electricity Prices

To the Editor,
The Victorian Treas­

urer, Mr Stockdale,
makes a number of
statements in his letter
("AC" 17 June) that
require comment.

A Prayer Request
To the Editor,

We as members of the rural
community of Callala Bay on
the South Coastof NSW, would
like to invite the wider com­
munity of Churches of Christ
to join us in a prayer for sur­
vival. Under the leadership of
Peter and Hennie DeWildt, a
small but exciting community
Church of Christ was estab­
lished in 1991. We average 30
communicants at present. We
would like to grow spiritually
and numerically in order to
continue our witness to the lo­
cal community. We are the only
church in our village atpresent.
Our prayer is for a few more
mature and dedicated Chris­
tians to join us and support us
with leadership.

With the financial support
from NSW Conference and our
nearest Church of Christ, we
have been able to keep our min­
ister who has and is willing to
minister amongst us at well
below the recommended mini­
mum salary. However, next
year, due to circumstances be­
yond our control, that financial
support will cease, leaving us
in a dilemma—either we grow,
or our minister will have to go.
Please join us in prayer to our
Heavenly Father, for it was Je­
sus who said to his disciples.
"The harvest is plentiful, but
the workers are few, ask the
Lord of the harvest to send out
workers into his harvest field."
Matt 9:37-38.

—35 concerned Christians
(Callala Bay, NSW)

Whether Churches of
Christ?

To the Editor,
I am indebted to Ron Gra­

ham for his craftsman-like se­
ries of articles "Whither the
Churches of Christ?" Perhaps
the question that we should
now be addressing is "Whether
the Churches of Christ?"

In the 1995 Annual Report to
theNSW Conference, Ron Kall-
mier, Ministry Coordinator, j
refers to the increasing fragil- i
ityofChurchesofChristinthis (
state as a cohesive movement, i

Letters To A Travelling Companion\ The Homeless Problem

\ DXSffor your last letter. It is marvellous that your\ cSTs looS for ways to help the homeless people
\ tayour coSSty. You’re right when you saythat*
\ seems an almost insurmountable Pro^®“rtf°n’t neSt
\ local church. For most churches, resources don t peraut
\ vast food or accommodation projects or other aj

welfare efforts. n p area
Let me make a suggestion to you, if I may. . . the

where the local church can be of some help t0
prevention of the circumstances that so often lea
homelessness, particularly of young people. I b i
the “homeless problem” in our society is oft®fL& \
of the more widespread problem of relationship an \
breakdown. All too often, disenfranchised Edown \
will tell you that their situation stemmed from a breaKao \
within the functions of their family. „^,,ontion \

One practical  way your church could help in the pre \
of this enormous problem is by offering reSu^I'.re~',Qlififtd A \
and parenting programs, led by appropriately quam /) i
people and opening them up to members of your U \
community. Another idea is to make available the nam \
of appropriate counselling services for f^m.111®.?, _ rf \
couples who are experiencing relationship difncuai / / i
and assisting people to pay for these services, u neem> / / 1
be. i / / \

Sure, one church doing these things would merely / / 1
knock the tip off a very large iceberg, but if many / / \
local congregations were to engage in similar / / \
activities, imagine the impact that it would have. / / \
In any case, we have to start somewhere. It seems / / \
to me that throwing resources at the problem / / \
of homelessness, without addressing the cause, / / \
will mean that it will continue to grow into a / / \
more and more unmanageable situation. M/

Until next time, / 7
Pastor Salt 17

is deregulated after 2000; prices
can move up or down. The Pub­
lic First Campaign believes that
many domestic customers will
face increases.

Putting all this aside, the
Government's promised but
unlegislated schedule of tariff
reductions until the year 2000
still leaves the vast majority of
domestic customers (especially
low income households) hun­
dreds of dollars worse off than
if electricity tariffs had been
left at the 1992 rate and pegged
to the CPI. Tariffs have risenby
21% since October 1992. Even a
10% reduction still leaves most
households out of pocket.

Mr Stockdale has argued that
privatisation is necessary be­
cause of what he describes as a
"debt crisis". But contrary to 1
the Government's promotion
of budgetary blues, the current
account surplus is running at
$1.3 billion and rising. Dr David
Haywood of Swinburne Uni­

versity of Tech-



Letters to the EcKor

nology estimates that the
budget surplus is now so large
as a result of increased taxes,
spending cuts and economic
growth (but slower growth
than other states because the
cuts have reduced our ability
to recover from the recession),
that Victoria's debt could be
paid off within a few shortyears
without any asset sales.

However, the privatisation
of utilities is essentially ideo­
logical in nature. If it were not,
there would be no need for the
level of secrecy surrounding the
sell-offs. "Commercial confi­
dentiality" isbeing used to pro­
tect the Government, not the
commercial sensitivities of the
bidding companies.

It is untrue that domestic
customers will be protected
from harsh disconnection prac­
tices. The Government is hap­
pily promoting "pre-payment
meters". These meters effec­
tively privatise the act of dis­
connection. Pre-payment me­
ters are a card in the slot ver­
sion of the old coin in the slot 

meters. When the customer
runs out of money, they cut
themselves off.

The Treasurer raises many
points on the supposed ben­
efits of privatisation. It is im­
portant to point out that priva­
tisation is not merely about
changing the ownership of as­
sets. It is a massive shift of
wealth from the many to the
few, ie from the poor to the
rich, which, as a political proc­
ess, also massively distorts the
way in which decision-making
happens. Privatisation, as an
agenda, has serious ramifica­
tions which challenge the le­
gitimacy of parliamentary de­
mocracy because of the way it
undermines accountability
mechanisms.

—Andrea Sharam
(Public First Campaign, PO

Box 2288, Fitzroy 3065)

Creation Science
To the Editor,

Stan Allison ("AC" 15 July)
asked for a simple answer to a
simple question.

If you believe that "God cre-
ated all things that are in
heaven, and that are in the
earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions,
principalities or powers, and
that all things were created by
Him and for Him,..." (See Col
1:15-17), then you believe in
Creation Science.

However, if you do not be­
lieve the above, but choose to
believe that all things came to
be by a process of gradual
growth through an unknown
method over an unknown time­
span of unknown millions or
billions of years, then you do
not believe in Crea tion Science.

Hope this helps!
—Lawrance Hughes

(Bayswater, Vic)

The Church in the
workplace

To the Editor,
Two job vacancies advertised

on the same day, on different
sides of the world, demonstrate
the different ways churches are
involved in industry.

Ministry in the Australian
workplace, with its focus on
chaplains, was imported from
England in 1960.

In England, however, there
has been a continuing open
debate on the role of the church
in the workplace. As a result, it
is not uncommon to see British
advertisements for industrial
mission staff such as the one
which required in Slough: "a
missioner for work and eco­
nomic life,... to work with an
ecumenical group among a
broad range of business ... to
help churches understand their
pastoral and prophetic respon­
sibility in the world of work."
(The Tablet 3 June.)

Compare that with the Aus­
tralian advertisement for indus­
trial mission staff, which ap­
peared in The Australian Chris­
tian (3 June). That job descrip­
tion required applicants with,
"specialised counselling and
educational skills" to be in­
volved in "workplace care,

continued on page 11

wova»ve success^’-

^^S^z***
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Media Review

Papers
Christian Faith in a
Postmodern Age
by Philip Hughes (Zadok Paper S74)
$5.00.

Philip Hughes contrasts the ways in
which those over 50 years and those
under 40 tend to view the world. The
paper compares these world-views,
traces how the differences have
emerged and explores the implications
for the beliefs and shape of the church
in our post-modern world. Philip
Hughes notes that, for the younger
generation, individual feelings and
experiences assume a greater signifi­
cance at the expense of what he sees as the traditional regard for
corporate beliefs and institutions. These changes are reflected in
expressions of faith and worship. For churches comprised prima­
rily of older members, there are some insights that could help
them as they look at reaching a new generation. If they do not take
note of some of the ideas expressed in this paper, then they will

(I cisins FAITH
IS A

KMHCIH S ACL

struggle to achieve any relationship with a younger generation.
This paper is also a good general start to look at the issue of post­
modernism as it outlines some of the philosophy of post-modern­
ism and its implications for the church in easy-to-read language.

Available from the Zadok Institute, 59 Scotchmer St, North
Fitzroy 3068 (Phone and fax (03) 9482 6442) for $5.00 which
includes postage.

Books
Prayers for Aussie Kids
by Bruce Prewer (Openbook) $16.95.

"For brumbies prancing
and brolgas dancing,
for seals looping,
and swallows swooping,
for kangas leading
and lizards creeping,

for children playing
and children praying;
thankyou, God, for living things,
for all that flies, swims and sings.

Amen
This is a book of delightfully simple prayers for children

writtenby the author of Never Alone. The prayers are set out under
headings such as "For Others", "Our Needs" and "Jesus' Love".
The one above is entitled "For Wild Creatures and Children" and
comes under the heading "Thankyou God". They seem to cover
every conceivable situation; from troubles ("give me nurses that
smile a lot") to the seasons ("thanks, God, for winter, but we're
glad its not forever"). Some are simple, some poignant and others
disarmingly humorous. Illustrated with children's drawings,
this book would be a good resource for parents and children's
workers. It would also be a nice encouragement for children who
want to pray, but "can't think of the words". —Cathy Clun

Guardians of creation
by Dr L. Osborn (ApoIIos Press) $21.50.

As one who has engaged in research and discussion on the
issue of environmentalism, I deeply appreciated Dr. Osborn's 

book. It is both scholarly and practical and addresses a number of
significant issues facing the Christian Church in the area of 0Ur
response to the environment.

It also counters a number of the criticisms levelled at the church
from within the environmental movement, primarily that the
Church is responsible for developing the understandings society
has concerning exploitation versus conservation of our world 7

Osborn clearly sets out that we, the inheritors of the Biblical
story, are in fact the rightful guardians of creation, for it is to us
that the responsibility to be good stewards is given.

Citing such people as St Frances of Assissi, C. Westermann, M
Fox, L. Gilkey and a host of other contemporary authors, he sets
about establishing the roles and responsibilities of guardianship
in ways that are both theologically sound and immensely practi­
cal.

I recommend the book to any serious reader in the area of
Christian thinking and its role within the environmental debate.

—Ian Smith

Roget’s Thesaurus of the BibSe
by A. Colin Day (Harper) $39.90.

If you feel you cannot handle the Theologian CD-ROM 66 MKZ
486, the Logos Bible Software V 1.6, Any text 3.0 ("a powerful
engine for indexing and searching for English, Greek, Hebrew,
Aramaic and Cyrillic texts"), or the Outline Bible (requiring" 15-
30 megabytes version 6.10 for DOS"), then this is the book for you.

Its more than a dictionary and more accessible than a concord­
ance. A great weakness of the latter is that it usually works only
for one particular translation. A thesaurus on the other hand is
not tied to the language of any one translation. Its uniqueness is
that it links together verses with similar meanings—similar and
opposite—irrespective of the particular translation.

Preachers, teachers, writers and students will be familiar with
the traditional Roget's Thesaurus. The Thesaurus of the Bible is
based on the general framework of this original work, which
categorised the whole field of meaning under some 1000 head­
ings. So, for example, under "Religion" are a number of subhead­
ings, including "Worship". Under "Worship" are listed the syno­
nyms (7 pages of texts grouped under "How to worship", "Sac­
rificial Offerings", "Right Sacrifices," etc, and antonyms (4 pages
of Biblical texts grouped under "Idolatry", etc).

Apart from more than 700 pages of the thesaurus itself, it also
contains an index of every Biblical reference included (100 pages),
as well as nearly a hundred page subject index. This makes for an
indispensable tool which will replace the trad i tional concordance
for any serious bible student. —Alan Matheson

This is Mr Gillespie. He's the gentleman who
wrote that highly controversial book titled,

'The Hospital-Doctor Racket'.”
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international
Whole village Converted
An entire Russian village was
convertedto Christianity inasin-
gle meeting. All 80 members of
thecommunitynearYeletswent
forward in response to Gospel
messages from Southern Bap­
tist missionaries Larry Lindsey
and Norman Lyle. Thinking the
eager inquirers had misunder­
stood the appeal, Lindsey ex­
plained further. But all said they
understood perfectlyand wanted
to become Christians.

Mormons Back Down
The Mormon Church has told
a Holocaust survivors group
that it will stop its practice of
posthumously baptising Jew­
ish victims of the Holocaust
and listing them as Mormons
in genealogical records. Bap­
tism for the dead is a common
practice in the Mormon Church
and is based on the belief that
spirits are thereby given a
chance to accept or reject the
“true Church of Jesus Christ".

interesting Characters
King David and Prophetess
Deborah are the most interest­
ing figures in the Old Testa­
ment, according to a survey
published in the Biblical Ar­
chaeology Review. The sur­
vey attracted 8,000 responses.
David narrowly edged out Mo­
ses in the polling for the most
interesting man, 31% to 29%,
followed by Abraham (19%),
Joseph (11 %), Jacob (5%) and
Saul (4%). In the poll for most
interesting woman, Deborah
received 27%, followed by
Rachel (26%), Eve (15%),
Miriam (13%) and Hagar (7%).

Warning Against
Complacency
Leaders of a worldwide prayer
focus on Muslims have cau­
tioned against a "sit back"
mentality after their most suc­
cessful campaign ever. Re­
ports of miraculous conver­
sions and incidents among
Muslims came in from many
countries after this year’s 30
Days Muslim Prayer Focus,
which involved an estimated 2
million Christians. While in its
three years the annual 30 Days
project has seen increased
prayer for Muslims, there had
not yet been a significant rise
in the number of Christians
prepared to go as missionar­
ies to Islamic countries.

counselling and educational
programs aimed at providing
employee and organisational
support through contract ar­
rangements with public and
private sector organisations."

In Britain, the emphasis is on
both "pastoral" and "pro­
phetic" ministry. In Australia,
the language and emphasis is
pastoral, reflected in "manage­
ment" language which rejects
a prophetic role for industrial
mission and is more comfort­
able with offering, "new ways
and perspectives for an organi­
sation to think about itself in
terms of being human, contex­
tual, social, educational and
spiritual," and over 35 years
has "practised impartiality"!
(Church Scene 14 June).

—Alan Matheson
(Hawthorn, Vic)

Creation Science
To the Editor,

Like Stan Allison, ("AC" 15
June), I am tired of the "to and
fro" discourse on the subject of
Creation Science through the
letters column. May I suggest
that any further contributions
only be accepted if the writers
cross-reference their particular
point of view to the scholarly
study of the subject by Arthur
Pigdon in his book, Rethinking
Evolution and, in particular to
chapter 15. In that concluding
chapter, the author questions
the acceptability of all three
"popular" theories: the Dar­
winian theory of evolution; the
theistic evolution view ("that
regards God merely as the ini­
tiator of the universe and of life
but denies his continuing in­
volvement in the creation proc­
ess"); and the "instant creation"
theory. Arthur then sets out
cogent reasons why a "progres­
sive creation" proposition fits
the scientific data, while also
allowing for the creative power
of a personal God to be neces­
sary for the continuing devel­
opment, diversification and
maintenance of life. He states:
"If we are prepared to accept
God as the source and imparter
of life, we have no more need of
other highly speculative theo­
ries of the origin of life." If the
suggested restriction does
nothing more, it might, at least, 

promote a wider study of this
excellent critique of the current
evolution theories and the limi­
tations of the "creation science"
alternative. —Max Carter

(Footscray, Vic)
[ Asecond edition of Rethink­

ing Evolution has been printed
and is available for $17.50 plus
postage from Vital Publica­
tions, PO Box 101, Essendon
North 3041. Phone (03) 9379
1219, fax (03) 9379 0015.—EdJ

OT through Christ’s
Light

To the Editor,
Gladys Butler, responding to

my letter ("AC" 7 June), asks
"Does David believe in univer­
sal salvation?" adding, "If so,
the cross of Jesus was and still
isanonsense way of salvation."
I reply, "Yes" to the question,
but "Not so" to her statement.

On salvation, I refer to Mark
9:2-8 which indicates that Je­
sus accepted Moses and Elijah.
Yet from Numbers 31, Moses is
guilty of genocide, murder and
rape; and from 1 Kings 18:17-
40, Elijah is guilty of the mur­
der of 850 priests of other na­
tions. The writers may imply
obedience to God, but surely
Christ (who is one with God),
could not have so directed?
Also note that Jesus did not
condemn the adulteress (John
8:1-7), nor the Samaritan
woman with six husbands
(John 4:7-42), nor Peter who
denied him, and Jesus made
the murderer Saul an apostle.
Note the unconditional forgive­
ness to the lost son (Luke 15:11-
32). From these and others, I
am convinced of universal sal­
vation out of the love and grace
of a perfectGod. However, I do
believe all will "render account
for every careless word," (Matt
12:32) butloving judgment will
follow. (See Matt 10:15.) Surely
Christ would show more com­
passion than he asked of us.
(See Matt 5:43-48.)

As to the cross, it was essen­
tial, as best explained by Mar­
tin Luther: "The death of Jesus
was a sacrifice, but a sacrifice
by God to man to show the
extent of His forgiveness, not
to remove barriers to it."
Gladys, doesn't that fit so very
rightly, with God '"loving the 

world" and with Jesus' rebuke
to the disciples and the Phari­
sees in Matt 9:13?

For me the church's word to
the world should be "God who
created us loves each one; let
his perfect love cast out fear,
then come, follow him."

—David Allison
(Black Rock, Vic)

Baptism of the Spirit
To the Editor,

In stating Alan Norling's
main conclusion, is Gordon
Stirling taking us back to the
OT where the Spirit came only
upon people to equip them for
some service for God and then
to depart?

The Holy Spirit was given to
the church, to the body on the
day that it was given birth; the
Day of Pentecost. The Holy
Spirit dwells in people's lives;
he endows the believer with a
gift or gifts; he enables that per­
son to use their gift solely for
the building up of the body. He
is subject to the availability of
the believer, that is, it is up to
the believer to give the Holy
Spirit control of their lives. The
command is for all to be filled
with the Spirit. To imply that
we are baptised over and over
again, takes away the command
and our responsibility to the
Spirit. Paul has much to say
about us and the Spirit in Ro­
mans, but there is no mention
of being baptised in or with the
Spirit continually.

He is wrong. It is lack of al­
lowing him to control our lives
that hinders the Spirit's work.
Christ baptised us with his
Spirit. He placed us into his
body by his Spirit when we
were bom of the Spirit. Surely
this placing is a once only act. I
sincerely believe that the closer
a person comes to Christ, the
more the fruit of the Spirit is
seen in their lives. I believe that
is what the world needs to see
today. All the resources for
whatever ministry/service we
have been given to do, is at our
fingertips, because of the dwell­
ing Holy Spirit in our lives. The
more we open ourselves to his
leading and filling will we be
seen in our service for Him.

—Ron Goodwin
(Warwick, Qld)
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Barber's Keftura ■£© ip’W®
Continuing work with Wycliffe Bible Translators

• Keith and Carol Barber and daughter Christine leave
Horsham to start their return to PNG

The next few years for Keith
and Carol Barber and family
will again resemble a mini-
United Nations.

Keith and Carol, formerly
Wimmera teachers, are mis­
sionaries with Wycliffe Bible
Translators in Papua New
Guinea's eastern highlands.

They work and live among
mission people frommore than
20 countries, which ha ve a base
for their linguistic work at
Ukarumpa.

The couple with daughters,
Christine (12) and .Johanna
(11), leave behind Horsham's
cold weather today (12 July) to
start their return to Papua New
Guinea.

They first left Horsham in
early 1992 for Ukarumpa,
where Keith taught prep and
grade six at nearby Aiyura In­
ternational Primary School,
which has children from 15
missions. He was later ap­
pointed vice-principal and will
be principal from June next
year.

Most of the pupils in the
schools are missionaries' chil­
dren. Some have parents in
commercial enterprise, such as
coffee plantations and a gov­
ernment research station.

Teachers also prepare corre­
spondence lessons for pupils
who travel with their parents
on language or mission work.
There is also a radio school.

Nine hostels provide accom­
modation for students forced
to live away from parents.

Carol taught at Ukarumpa
High School, but on her return
will work part-time in the pri­
mary school and will also be a
personnel worker with the mis­
sion.

Yams
Lifestyle for the Barbers at
Ukarumpa will bea far cry from
life in Australia. Annual rain­
fall is about five metres, 200
inches, with most falling in the
"wet" season. Temperatures
stay constant in the mid-20s.

There is no television or ra­
dio and few papers. Their fibro
house has barred windows.
And their microwave will stay
in storage until they return to

L C. F. Higgins
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phone (08) 362 1665------------------------------

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Retirement Planning
• Taxation Returns

Chartered Accountant

Australia perhaps more than
three years away. Or they might
opt for a five-year term.

Shopping is more likely to be
yams, taro, sweet potato and
bananas from the market than
supermarket lines.

In December when they left
for Australia, cheese was $18 a
kilogram, bacon $30 and rice
bubbles $12 a box and inflation
was running at 50%. They make
their own bread and yoghurt.

Commissioned
Wycliffe Bible Translators aims
at giving as many people as
possible the chance to read the
Bible in their own language.

Almost 100 of Papua New
Guinea's 870 languages are
translated. Eleven more will be
dedicated this year.

Keith is a former teacher at
Wimmera schools including
Nurabiel, Noradjuha, Dooen,
Jung, Pimpinio, Kewell and
Kalkee, and Carol taught at
Horsham Lutheran Primary
School.

Horsham Church of Christ
elder Graham Kitchen led a
commissioning service for the
family in the church on Sun­
day.

—Faye Smith
Photo: David Fletcher of The

WimmeraMail-Times. Photo and
story used with permission.

VILLAGE

330-350 Frankston-
Dandenong Road

Seaford 3198
Phone (03) 9786 8679

Managed by
Church of Christ

Frankston
1 and 2 bedroom villas
Motel type lodge suites

Waiting list open
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PeopBe
Billy Graham Visit

Dr Billy Graham will visit Aus­
tralia and NZ in February and
March 1996. He will undertake
short outreach programs in each
of the cities he will visit, in con­
trast to the large crusades held
previously. It is planned he will
speak at a major mission rally in
three cities, tentatively 24 Feb­
ruary in Melbourne, 9 March in
Sydney and 16 March in Bris­
bane. Already there is a strong
cross-denominational support
and involvement in planning and
organisation. Recently Dr Gra-
hamsufferedahealth scare while
conductingamission inToronto,
Canada.

state Director
Rev Ian Sexton has been ap­
pointed as State Director of the
Bible Society in Queensland,
succeeding Ray Jones, whoheld
the position for five years. Ian
worked for Qantas for 20 years
as a maintenance engineer. In
1978 he accepted the Bible So­
ciety position of Flying Bibleman
with the task of relocating the
work from Carnarvon, WA, to
Darwin, NT. In 1982 he com­
menced ordinationstudiesatthe
Baptist Theological College of
Queensland. In 1992 he joined
the Australian Baptist Mission­
ary Society and served in Zam­
bia, but repeated attacks of ma­
laria forced an early return to
Australia.

New ITIM NSW Director
Ms Margaret Cody has been
appointed State Director of In­
ter-Church Trade and Industry
MissionITIM (NSW). She brings
to the position 15 years experi­
enceineducation—asateacher,
Pastoral Guidance Coordinator
and Counsellor. Forthelastthree
years she has worked in Educa­
tional Administration at the
CatholicEducationOfficeinSyd-
ney. Prior to that she worked as
a freelance radio and TV inter­
viewer and presenter with the
ABC and for Dialogue, Sunday
Magazine and Catholic Hour
religious affairs programs in
Melbourne. She is a member of
the National Outlook Editorial
Committee. She sees her work
with ITIM as an opportunity to
work with a team of dedicated
and professionally skilled Chris­
tians, discovering Christs pres­
ence in the workplace. She is
impressed by the deep sense o
vocation of ITIMs chaplains.
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World News

Religious persecution in China.

• Nuns in Drapchi Prison later beaten by guards for
singing nationalist songs

international
Children in Assembly
The NZ Presbyterian Church’s
General Assembly in May of­
fered achildren’s program run­
ning parallel to the main busi­
ness sessions. It involved 16
children aged 8-16. As well
as contributing their own art
and music to the atmosphere
of Assembly, the children led
worship one morning and of­
fered their own observations
on what was taking place.
They learnt of the issues fac­
ing Assembly and met with
some of the overseas visitors
who told them of the church in
their own country.

Algerian Annihilation
Approximately 500 Christians
in Algeria are killed by Islamic
extremists every week, acco rd-
ing to diplomatic sources.
Members of the Islamic Salva­
tion Front are reportedly '‘puri­
fying" Algeria of non-Muslims,
including Christians, Jews and
Communists. The Armed Is­
lamic Group, the most extreme
of the Islamic militant groups in
Algeria, has declared a cam­
paign of "annihilation and
physical liquidation of Chris­
tian Crusaders", according to
the Middle East Digest. Sev­
eral expatriate Christians have
been killed and the Algerian
church is "feeling increasingly
vulnerable". The only Chris­
tian bookshop in Algeriaclosed
its doors in March 1994 after
staff members were told they
would “disappear'’ unless they
did so. According to the Inter­
national Christian Embassy
(Jerusalem), virtually all Alge­
rian Christians have converted
from Islam. Under Islamic law,
adult male apostates from Is­
lam may be punished by death.

Worst Places for
Christianity
Christians in Saudi Arabia, Iran,
Sudan, the Comoros Islands
(near Madagascar) and China
face severe restrictions on their
religious liberty, according to
an international survey by a
church-sponsored organisa­
tion, Fortes Ouvertes, based
in Austria. Saudi Arabia rated
the worst, with North Korea,
Qatar, Oman and Libya also
ranked poorly. Of the 30 coun­
tries at the top of the list pub­
lished by Portes Ouvertes, 24
are predominantly Muslim, and
four are Communist.

Amnesty International is con­
cerned at new regulations in
China which are aimed at re-

Christian
Fellowship Tours
Kangaroo Island ■

plus
Victor Harbor

Fleurieu Peninsula
Adelaide Hills
Mt Gambier 

luxury Motel
Accommodation

$685
Contact David Boyd,
65 Belvedere Dve,

Montrose 3765.
Phone (03) 9728 5286.

Pontius' Puddle 

pressing religious groups. The
regulations which came into
effect at the start of the year set
down clear restrictions on free­
dom of religion; including the
prohibiting evangelism and
other religious activities carried
out outside the control of offi­
cial religious organisations.

The effects of these regula­
tions is to perpetuate the re­
pression suffered by religious
groups such as Protestant
house churches and others who
meet in private homes already
the target of police harassment.
During the Easter period the
levels of harassment increased.
In Shanxi Province three Prot­
estant house church leaders
were arrested on 13 April at a
house church meeting in
Changzhi city. According to
reports, everyone present at the
meeting was arrested, most
were subsequently released but
six remain in custody.

In Jiangxi province between
30 and 40 Roman Catholic be­
lievers were arrested between
13-26 April by police officers.
Many of those arestill detained,
with reports that they were
beaten by police officers dur­
ing their arrests. Two women
detainees, Gao Shuyun and
Huang Guanghua were so
badly beaten that they know
need help to eat.

Tibetan nuns have also been
targeted because of their sup­
port for Tibet's independence
from China. On 14 October
1989, Phuntsog Nyidron and
five other nuns staged a peace­
ful demonstration in Lhasa,
Tibet's capital city. They
chanted slogans and marched
in a procession for a few min­
utes before the police arrested
them.

For that simple act, all six
nuns were interrogated, tor­
tured, tried and imprisoned.
Phuntsog was sentenced to nine
years in prison and this year
her sentence has been extended
by another eigh t years, because
she has not given up her beliefs
while in prison. Most Tibetan
nuns are serving sentences of
two or three years of "re-edu­
cation through labour" for their
peaceful opposition to Chinese
rule.

Amnesty International is ap­
pealing to the Chinese authori­
ties for the immediate and un­
conditional release of all peo­
ple detained or restricted solely
for the peaceful exercise of their
right to freedom of religion and
opinion.

If you would like more infor­
mation on Amnesty Interna­
tional's Religious Network,
contact Amnesty International
on (03) 9427 7055.

—Richard Startari.

WE MINISTERS FINALLY GOT THE PUBLIC,
SCHOOLS TO SET ASIDE A BLOCK orTKAE.
WHEN WE CAN PLAN YOUTH MEET I NG’S
WITHOUT CONFLICTING- WITH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES.

NOW ALL WE HAVE TO
DO IS C-ONV1NC.E OCR
YOUTH TO GATHER ON
WEDNESDAY AFTER
MIDNIGHT !

5 August 1995 The Australian Christian (277) 13



When you insure LzpC^J <
your house, contents, [
car, church or business
with ANSVAR Australia, l c
you can be assured of all V_J
the benefits you would expect '
from one of Australia’s most

into the community
through education
and support initiatives
which address some of
the key concerns in
today’s society.

Recently, ANSVAR
purchased a Ford Econovan for Drug-

Helping You,
Heining the Homeless |

respected established insurers.
Competitive rates. Fast, professional
handling of claims. Individual
attention and care.

But when you insure with ANSVAR you are

Arm, a group which aims to promote a healthy
lifestyle without the use of unnecessary drugs.
Street Van, as it is known, takes assistance to
the young people on the street, helping them to
explore options to move out of this harmful
environment.

investing in much more than just a competitive
insurance policy. You are investing in the future
of Australia’s young people.

That’s because, unlike other insurers,
ANSVAR has no shareholders requiring
dividends, so all surplus profits can be put back 

Together with other community initiatives,
this project reflects ANSVAR’s commitment to
the responsible use of profits.

So when you insure with ANSVAR, both you
and our homeless young people benefit. And
that’s good for everyone.

Australia Insurance Limited
A.C.N. 007 216 406

We're here for
Victoria

New South Wales
South Australia

Western Australia
Queensland

20 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000. Phone: (03) 650 9711
419 Church Street, North Parramatta 2151. Phone: (02) 683 4166
202 Glen Osmond Road, Fullarton 5063. Phone: (08) 338 1900
8 Clive Street, West Perth 6005. Phone: (09) 321 6291
157 Ann Street, Brisbane 4000. Phone: (07) 221 8449
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Comment

Fairness and Equity—
©{? uaiffles

Trevor Giles
I _J he current trend towards

privatisation has become
LI a controversial issue in

Australian society. It is impera­
tive that Christians and the
church become informed about
the issues and ensure that our
society continues to pursue is­
sues of equity for all people,
particularly those individuals
and groups who are greatly dis­
advantaged. There is insuffi­
cient information available
from Government that people
on low incomes, including aged
pensioners, people on disabil­
ity pension and the unem­
ployed, will be protected un­
der any schemes of privatisa­
tion.

The single-minded commit­
ment of Government to sell the
public utilities to the private
sector is based on the assump­
tion thatcompetition in thesup-
ply of such utilities as electric­
ity, water and gas will bring
about financial savings for the
consumer. This is a major shift
of value for Government and
the community. Does a Gov­
ernment have a responsibility
to provide citizens with basic
necessities such as electricity,
water and gas? The Irvine
Saulwick Poll conductedby the
Uniting Church showed that
64% believed that the SEC
should be Government owned, 

as opposed to 28% who wanted
private ownership. A concern
of the churches is that there has
been little consultation with the
community before the decision
to sell public utilities.

A second assumption of the
Government, made in Treas­
urer, Stockdale's letter to The
Australian Christian (17 June is­
sue), is that the only way to run
an efficient industry is through
the private sector as Govern­
ments are unable to operate best
practice in the provision of pub­
lic utilities. While there are
guarantees from the Treasurer
0iat disconnection of supplier
to a customer will not take place
without appropriate process,
welfare agencies throughout
the state have reported a greater
demand for financial aid for
help with power bills and re­
connections. Such agencies re­
port significant amount of an­
ecdotal evidence of disconnec­
tion without final warning. The
State Govemmentcites that the
UK experience where there has
been a 96% fall in disconnect­
ions from pre-privatisa tion lev­
els. However, they fail to state
that this has largely been due
to the introduction of prepaid
meters.

Faced with the choice be­
tween disconnection and pre­
paid meters, most consumers 

7.00 p.m.

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

a.m. Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 9663 3884

have opted for the latter. Faced
with the choice of eating or stay­
ing warm, what will those on a
low income choose?

On 21 April, a joint group of
churches and community
based groups wrote to both the
Government and Opposition
requestingminimumstandard.
These minimum standards are:

Social Equity
• Universal access to electricity
services;
• The maintenance of retail
price regulation on tariffs, sup­
ply charges and charges for
ancillary services up to and
beyond 2000 (ie a maximum
pricing regime should be es­
tablished);
• No new charges to be intro­
duced;
• The banning of security de­
posits, pre-payment meters and
electricity load-limiters for resi­
dential consumers;
• No disconnection for con­
sumers who are willing but
unable to pay. Instead, they
should have access to a com­
prehensive range of alternative
payment arrangements and
instalment plans to deal with
past and future consumption
patterns and access to Govern­
ment funded emergency relief
grants.
• Minimum 30-day cycle for
account collection;
• Access to free energy audit­
ing services, Government
funded retro-fit programs for
low income households as a
customer service;

Ink’n’lmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street
Mitcham 3132

Phone and Fax:
(03) 9874 8101

• Information provided in com­
muni ty languages according to
need;
• An industry-funded advo­
cate for low income and disad­
vantaged consumers.

Consumer Rights
• Legislated access to dispute
resolution procedures that are
independent of both Govern­
ment and industry, equivalent
to that which was formerly
available to electricity consum­
ers via the State Ombudsman;
• Legislated access to any in­
formation about the industry,
equivalent to that which is guar­
anteed through the Freedom of
Information Act in regard to
Government bodies;
• Customer confidentiality
must be safeguarded, so that
information is not used for
other purposes.

Environmental
Protection
• The legislated regulatory
frame-work should include
comprehensive environmental
regulation.

I respectfully call upon all
Christians throughout our
churches to become informed
about the issues and, in par­
ticular, examine closely those
aspects of privatisation where
the most marginalised, dispos­
sessed and disadvantaged in
our community may be further
disadvantaged through this
significant shift of values in our j
community.

If you have concerns please .
forward those to the Victorian ■
Government: The Treasurer/ ;
The Premier of Victoria, 55 I
Collins St, Melbourne 3000; or j
The Department of Commu- |
nity Care, 77 Capel St, West I
Melbourne 3003. We will pass
your concerns to the appropri­
ate Minister. ❖

i Trevor Giles is Executive Di­
rector of Vic-Tas Depart- |
merit of community care.
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ENGAGEMENTS

LEACH-SCHMIDT Rob and
Thelma of Canberra are delighted
to share the news of the engage­
ment of their daughter De-Anne to
Michael, son of Pat and Peter. Our
love, support and best wishes for
the future.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

PORTER—FLEMING Joy and
Albert together with their family
give thanks for fifty happy years.
Married at Invermay Church of
Christ by Harold Steele on 11 Au­
gust 1945, they rejoice with five
children, 10 grandchildren and one
great-granddaughter. Present ad­
dress 3 Alice Place, Launceston,
Tas.

DEATHS

CLARK Roy Daniel. Peacefully
released 26 June 1995 at Chin­
chilla. Aged 87. Ever loved by his
wife Mavis; Owen and Marion, Rob
and Eula, Barry and Pauline and
their families. While there is sad­
ness in our hearts, he goes with
our love and blessing and thanks
to God for many good years to­
gether.
EDMUNDS, Kathleen Armorelle.
Passed away peacefully at a pri­
vate hospital, Launceston, on Sat­
urday 15 July 1995, in her 90th
year. Dearly beloved wife of Roy
(dec). Loved mother and mother-
in-law of Lois (dec), Colleen and

Chris Peart, Maurice and Marlene.
Loved Nanna of Darryl and Helen
Peart, Leonie and Joe Agios,
Jeanette and Karen Peart and
Tony Edmunds. Great-grand­
mother of Matthew, Alex and
Keegan. “Now one with Christ, I
find my peace.”
FLEET Hilda Olive at Wangaratta
on 3.7.95. Loved and loving wife of
Arthur (dec). Caring mother of
Graeme and Lyn, Ruth and Frank
(Belmont), Keith and Dawn. Grand­
mother and great-grandmother of
theirfamilies. “The Lord is my shep­
herd".
HILL (STEVENS) Effie Maud, aged
97 years and 10 months, passed
away on 22 June at “Betheden”.
Dearly loved wife of Robert Hugh
(dec), loving mother of Dorothy,
Thelma, Alan, Esma and Evelyn.
Loved mother-in-law of Neil (dec),
Allan, Joyce, Jack and Jack. Loved
Nana of her 12 grandchildren and
30 great-grandchildren. Peace,
perfect peace.
JENNER Alfred Thomas
(24.3.1907-3.7.1995) Late of
Golden Age Retirement Village,
Ridgeway Ave, Southport, Old, and
formerly of Boonah, where he
served as deacon, church secre­
tary and Sunday School teacher;
and Ipswich, contributing gra­
ciously to the church’s ministry.
This gentle man will always live in
the hearts of those to whom he
gave so much love and encour­
agement—his widow Jane, daugh­

ter Merle, granddaughters and their
husbands, Karyn and Andy,
Marilyn and Tony, Heather and
Sedat; and Andrew, the great-
grandson of whom he was so
proud. Forever with the Lord. Al­
ways ours to love.

FLORIST

JAY'S BOUQUETS Specialist in
weddling flowers, bridal flowers,
church flowers, reception flowers.
Free quote. Ring Janine on (03)
9764 4883. _____________

BUILDERS

IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations,
new houses, units or alterations.
All jobs large and small. For free
quotes please ring (03) 9764 4883.
14 Hampshire Court, Rowville.

HOLIDAYS

AYR, NORTH QUEENSLAND
Travelling up the Queensland
coast? Stop over in the “Bountiful
Burdekin” at Ayr Shamrock Motel.
Friendly service, reasonable rates.
Phone (077) 83 1498. Owned and
managed by Dudleigh Oakes.
GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLI­
DAY UNITS Modern FSC, 6 2-BR
units, 13-BR cottage, games room.
Superb views, farm setting with
hand fed animals. Suit family holi­
days, reunions, small group camps
or retreats. Speak to Bruce or
Merilyn Bertram (053) 56 6300.
HERVEY BAY, POINT VERNON

Whale watch or explore magical
Fraser Island. Premier holiday po­
sition. New 3BR house, lock-up
garage. All modern cons, has eve­
rything. Fully furnished, carpets,
colourTV, washing machine, dryeq
microwave. Short stroll to Bay, boat
ramps, shops and parks. Book­
ings phone (02) 790 3710
HOUSEBOAT “White Heron" 8-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 4Q
5250 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
PORT ELLIOT, SA, is a historic
seaside town. 2 & 3 BR self-con­
tained units for hire. Sea views.
Short stroll to popular beach. More
self-contained units at Victor
Harbor and Belair. Phone UCA
Booking Office (08) 212 4066.

WANTED

CHURCHES OF CHRIST HYMN
BOOK (1974 edition) Up to 50
required. Price negotiable. Mit­
cham church office (03) 9874 8263
or Secretary (03) 9874 4681.

URGENTLY NEEDED

FAMILY FOR FEMALE BLACK
LABRADOR CROSS Annie is fully
immunised, de-sexed, loves exer­
cise and people, and is 5 years
old. Herowners have moved inter­
state to Sydney and are unable to
find suitable accommodation to
keep her. Annie (and kennel, etc)
is still in Melbourne. Inquiries (03)
9885 1897 or (02) 567 6619.

Church of Christ, Noarlunga Centre
POSITION VACANT

MINISTER FOR FAMILY AND YOUTH
The Church of Christ, Noarlunga Centre, is centrally located in the

rapidly growing City of Noarlunga, 20 km south of Adelaide in South
Australia.

The church, with modem buildings and facilities, has weekly contact
with over 800 folk through an active community-centred program. Current
membership is 240, with up to 350 at worship services.

The church is seeking a full-time “Minister for Family and Youth"
able to start in early 1996, in response to God’s call tojoin our ministry team.

The person we seek would have a proven ministry “track record” and
would particularly concentrate on ministry to younger families and youth.
High priority would be given to equipping leaders/potential leaders in
Christian discipleship, leadership and outreach.

The qualities of the person would include a well-recognised personal
maturity and spiritual depth; an ability to give leadership yet function as part
of a team; an ability to minister on the “cutting edge"; and a caring relational
attitude.

For further information and expressions of interest, contact the senior

minister
Roger Risson
on (08) 326 1153 or (08) 414 1069
3 Smith Avenue, Christies Beach, SA 5165

Kingsley Church of Christ—Perth, WA
invites applications for the position of

to commence early in 1996.

We are seeking a suitably qualified minister with gifts
of evangelism, pastoral care and leadership, to lead a
young, active congregation with 120 members in
serving Christ in the local community. The applicant
must have good communication and motivational
skills to promote and share our vision to the future.
Applications should include a voice tape of a recent
preaching assignment and state qualifications, experi­
ence and references. Please forward to:

Albert O’Neill
26 Fallbrook Avenue
WOOD  VALE WA 6016

Telephone enquiries: A/H (09) 409 1325
Closing date: 31 August 1995. 
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Media Matters—Cinema

@
ne of the early screen­
ings at the recent Mel­
bourne Film Festival

was also one of the best. The
British film, Priest has been
widely praised; it has been
rightly described as a powerful
film, dynamically directed,
with first-class acting. Some
leaders of the Catholic Church
in the USA and Australia were
very critical of it on the basis of
its content. However, I agree
with the opinion of most that it
is neither anti-Christian, anti­
Catholic, nor anti-clerical. It
tells its story with integrity and
objectivity. After all, the best
minds in all churches keep tell­
ing us that the Christian en­
gagement with the world
should be as visible and open
as possible, since the basis of
the Gospel were historical
events "not done in a comer".
The church and Christians are
not some protected, hot-house
species to be handled with care.
Thus the secular world, for
whatever motive, has every
right to use aspects of the
church's life as subject matter
for presentation on the media.

Priest tells the story of young
Fr Greg Pilkington who is sent
to his first parish in downtown
Liverpool (England). Here he
wrestles with his homosexual
desires. Theologically, he is ide­
alistic and has strong convic­
tions about celibacy. He is hor­
rified when he discovers that
the senior priest, Fr Matthew
Thomas, is sleeping with their
housekeeper. His problem is
compounded by Fr Matthew
ridiculing the church's rules of
celibacy. Fr Greg also has to

ON YOUR OWN,
YOU’RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles
Fellowship offers friendship
through correspondence with

other bom-again Christian
singles and single-again

people
Write enclosing a stamped,

self-addressed envelope
to:

CSF, PO Box 17,
Anna Bay 2301 

Viney Longthorp
contend with the confession of
a 14-year-old girl, who seeks
absolution for her father's
sexual assaults on her. He here
experiences the tension be­
tween the vows of the confes­
sional and the torment which
his silence will bring to the girl.

Writing in On Being, Daniel
Batt says that "if you don't like
the tension of life don't see
Priest. However if you do, you
will get a brilliant glimpse into
competing tensions which rip
at the Christian's soul." The film
has the same dramatic impact
as do the mature plays of the
great Henrik Ibsen.

A good film has all the sub­
stance of a good book, together
with the power of well-directed
visual images. On both counts,
Priest gives us much to ponder
on. Here are a few of them.

• There is the chilling re­
minder of the ways that sheer
evil marshals argument and
logic to justify itself. When the
parent who is committing in­
cest tells Fr Greg to "keep his
nose out of my family affairs",
then he trawls through many
examples in history to show
how "natural" are his deeds.
The viewer will feel some sense
of satisfaction as all his clever
casuistry crumbles when his
wife learns of the situation.

• Then there is the long dis­
cussion which Fr Greg has with
a worker in the local physical
culture centre about human
free-will and predestination.
Lay theology is alive and well
in parts of Merseyside. Here by
contrast, ideas are used with
integrity; it is a heart-warming
scene.

• Ministers of religion, like
other leaders, can experience
soul-destroying loneliness. But
a sensitive approach to coun­
selling and rehabilitation is not
always practised. Thus when
Fr Greg is convalescing after
having attemped suicide when
his homosexual activities be­
came public, his bishop's re­
sponse was, "The best way you
can serve God is to @#$% off 

out of my diocese." Then a
Catholic retreat priest says,
"You are a boil on the body of
Christ." How do we care for
the carers in our society? Espe­
cially those who offend on ac­
count of moral lapses.

• Further, when news about
Fr Greg becomes public, most
of the congregation are out­
raged. They are divided accord­
ing to their attitudes to moral­
ity—as we should expect. The
scene where they argue will be
familiar to most of us, regard­
less of the occasion. There are
many references to the spectre
of Sodom and Gomorrah. Oth­
ers appeal to 1 Cor 6:9. Then
there are those who quote,
"That one of you who is fault­
less cast the first stone." Many
others appeal to God's love and
forgiveness. These are familiar
voices in the effort to interpret
Scripture.

• The outlook of Fr Greg and
Fr Matthew on their respective
roles will deeply involve many
viewers. For Matthew, the way
to get God's work and ministry
done is to change the social and
political systems and struc­
tures. Greg sees change in the
individual as the important
thing. He accuses his colleague
ofpreachingsocialism, whereas
Matthew thinks his young as­
sociate is out of touch with re­
alities on account of his reli­
ance on doctrine and the quasi
mystical. The makers of the film
must have been very well
briefed about the contemporary
tensions within the church—
both Catholic and Protestant.

• Guilt is another theme
within the film which contrib­
utes to its drama tic impact. The
burden of guilt is seen in many
of the characters. In so many
cases it wreaks terrible personal
havoc. We are reminded here
of the power of unresolved guilt
and the way it can affect behav­
iour for the worse. For that ubiq­
uitous character, "the man in
the street", the film is an apolo­
gia for the Christian teaching
about guilt. For far from guilt 

being an invention of the church
in order to control the faithful,
as some claim, guilt is seen in
its true nature as being some­
thing basic to humanity, en­
gendered by our moral nature.
The church's ministry is to as­
sist people to handle guilt in a
positive manner, which only
Christ's forgiveness and accept­
ance can accomplish.

• Another point made
through the whole sweep of
the story is a highlighting of
the vulnerability of practising
homosexuals. The film shows
the negative side of this activ­
ity which is rarely acknowl­
edged in the presentations of
the "gay lobbies" in their seek­
ing to be politically correct. The
film shows its destructive con­
sequences.

It is to the credit of the film
that it gives no pat answers or
moralising; nor (to repeat),does
it give a cynical view of the
church. To quote Batt again:
"[Priest] rests gently on the
most compelling images of
hope and forgiveness you are
likely to see in a film for a long
time to come."

Finally, the best compliment
I can pay Priest is the way in
which it illustrates those words
of a great Christian teacher and
leader, Michael Ramsay: "His­
tory shows that attempts to be
rid of the scandal of the Church,
by puritanically turning out
people who don't conform to
certain moral standards, causes
more evils than they cure ...
Attempts to purge the Church
like that break down because it
is so easy to turn out those who
by their actions have failed to
uphold those standards, while
leaving inside the Church the
smug people, the proud peo­
ple, the prigs and the hypo­
crites. The Christian Church
was never meant to be a Soci­
ety of the Moral, but rather a
Society of the Forgiven, and of |
those who put themselves in ■
the way of divine forgiveness." I

Priest is now being screened
in most centres. Rated MA. ❖
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...making church sound better
Specialists in Design and Installation of High Quality

Public Address Sound Systems for Churches,
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A Church ABC

A
new church, situated in
a fast-growing area,
Quakers Hill church is

seeking to reach out into a com­
munity that includes both mid­
dle and working-class areas.
There are a number of young
families because, as Quakers
Hill is on the suburban fringe
(about 1 hour NW of Sydney
CBD), housing is cheaper there.

The church was only planted
in January 1993 by the Castle
Hill church. Initially 16 people
met in lounge rooms until on 2
May the first offici al service was
held in the Quakers Hill High
School, where the church con­
tinues to meet, now with 80+
members. The minister, Adrian
J ackson, saysthatthegrowthis
encouraging, but that much is
simply due to the growth in the
area itself, and is now begin­
ning to level off.

Being a new church presents
valuable opportunities and its
own challenges.

One of the opportunities is
that the church has intention­
ally been able to avoid church
programs that so often tie up
people. Instead, people are free
to discover and use the gifts
they have. They have found
that they have initiated a lot of
"good" things, but often they
were not ready. The timing, 

people or motivation was
wrong, usually resulting in peo­
ple being burnt out fairly
quickly. This has led to a con­
scious effort to let God reveal
the ministries they should do
and then let him provide the
people, instead of them trying 

to do it themselves. Adrian says
it is a real danger trying to be a
10-year-old church when you
are only two—it takes time to
consolidate and learn.

Not having their own church
buildings has also meant that
they have been able to open an
Op Shop in the main shopping
area which includes offices and
a prayer room in back. This
provides a high-profile pres­
ence among the businesses and
general population and allows
for practical care and ministry.
They have found that people
who come in to use the Op
Shop often end up being cared 

for in other ways, such as
prayer. Some such people are
now volunteers in the shop
themselves.

House churches form the fel­
lowship and care base. Sunday
sendees are a celebration, house
fellowships are "church" dur­

ing the week, not just a Bible
Study. There people get to
know and care for each other.

A challenge to overcome in
being a new church plant is
that the church's identity and
agenda have not yet been
formed and set. Many folkcome
from differing churches and
have their own concepts and
agenda about what the church
should be and do. Adrian ad­
mits that if he was to do an­

other plant, he would ensure
that the church's goals and
identity were clea r beforehand,
rather than forming these out
of the mire of multiple opin­
ions.

Another challenge, one com­
mon to many churches, is fi­
nance. Due to the nature of the
area, people either have little
income or are committed to a
substantial mortgage. But the
church can still say that so far
they have survived by faith.

For the future, the church is
concentrating on prayer and
relationship evangelism. They
are systematically praying for
their area and, as opportuni ties
present, offering prayer to
friends and neighbours. When
the people see God at work
through prayer they are more
open to hearing about God.

A dream is that the church
themselves will be able to plant
further churches in surround­
ing areas as the region around
them is also growing, not just
their immediate location. At
present, they are praying, wait­
ing for God to reveal the next
step. ❖

Join the Growing List of Australian Subscribers
Net Results is a monthly 32-page bulleting containing practical help,

ideas about leadership, research notes and a feature article by
Lyle Schaller. Net Results is edited by Herb Miller of the

Disciples of Christ National Evangelistic Association.
Sample Copies Available

Cost: $33 p.a.

Order from the Australian Board of Church Development and Education,
77 Capel Street, West Melbourne Vic 3003, (03) 9326 8900.

GO WITH THE FLOW
A Night of Challenge to Youth

Doncaster Church of Christ,
Saturday 12 August, 8.00 pm

Featuring * Youth with a Mission—videos and
skits

* Telephone Interview
* Berwick’s Mission Team for the
Philippines

Overseas Mission • Aborigines Mission • Youth Vision

Qoaicers
M0
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TMTO0M0 SigDIS
/“"A great deal has been
/ A \ written in recent times

£j lA concerning the funda­
mental shifts that seem to be
taking place in our culture at
this time. Rabbi Sacks, to cite
just one observer, claims that
we are caught between two
ages, one passing, the other not
yet fully bom. This single fact,
if true, is of much greater sig­
nificance for the church than
the historical accident that we
are coming to the close of a
century and, coincidentally, a
millennium.

Turmoil of Change
Some have described this
change as the shift from mo­
dernity to post-modernity. That
description has a different spe­
cialist meaning depending on
whether one is talking about
the fields of philosophy, art,
architecture, literature or in­
deed religion. But taken to­
gether, these changes in our
culture are indeed monumen­
tal.

How fares the church in the
midst of all this turmoil? The
evidence is disconcertingly
confusing. There are some who
claim to see the beginnings of
an upturn in the fortunes of the
church in terms of church mem­
bership and church attendance.
Equally there are others who
just as vigorously disagree.

Creative Initiatives
Other observers have noted the
emergence of many creative

Have you thought of helping

“The Australian Christian”
in Its ministry among

Churches of Christ?

Why not include us In your will?
The following wording could be used
in your will:
I give and bequeath $....... (or a

percentage of the total estate) to
“The Australian Christian", the na­
tional Journal of Churches of Christ
in Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and tes­
tamentary expenses.

Martin Robinson
initiatives in such disparate
activities as church planting,
the pioneering of new forms of
the church, a renewal of inter­
est in spirituality and increas­
ing signs of the idea of a mis­
sionary church here in the West­
ern world.

I have personally been struck
by the number of highly gifted
individuals thatlhavemetover
the last few years who have
only recently become Chris­
tians. In my experience, this
flood of new and highly moti­
vated, creative people to the
ranks of church life is certainly
a new phenomenon.

Disturbing Trends
However, the same observers
have to acknowledge reluc­
tantly that the actual situation
of the church on the ground is
often deeply disturbing and
discouraging. I have sometimes
found myself wondering what
the future might hold for whole
sections of the church which
seem to be almost wholly un­
connected with the communi­
ties that surround them.

How can we make sense of
such conflicting signs?

worldwide Change
Standing back for a moment
from the particular situation of
Christianity in Europe and the
West, there is an obvious and
fascinating contrast with the
position of the worldwide
church. The latter half of the
20 th Century has witnessed the
spectacular decline of Christi­

anity in what was once the se­
cure sending base for mission
in the West together with the
dramatic and vibrant growth
of the church in most other con­
tinents of the world. How do
we make sense of these con­
flicting trends?

Futures of Christianity
Two completely contrasting
scenarios present themselves.
The first argues that the situa­
tion of Christianity in the West
today represents the future of
the rest of the world church
tomorrow.

In other words, the decline
of the church in the West will
soon be felt in other parts of the
world as they too are impacted
by the influence of secular
thought.

The second argues that the
dynamic church found in the
rest of the world today repre­
sents the future of Christianity
in the West tomorrow.

Which of these tantalising
futures is true? I suspect that
elements of both are true. In
short, there is such a significant
interpenetration of East and
West in almost every aspect of
culture today that both cannot
help being influenced by the
other.

This may well suggest that
we in the Westhave something
to offer the rest of the world
when it comes to dealing with
modernity and that the rest of
the world has something to of­
fer us when dealing with post­
modernity.

| Part-Time Ministry j
J Coburg Victoria Q
“ n0 The Coburg church wishes to appoint a minister
I on a two day per week basis for 1996. The church
I ministers in a multi-cultural community in Mel- |
“ bourne’s northern suburbs. The congregation j;
■ comprises retired people and younger adults. A ,
I modem residence is provided. !;
I Li1 Enquiries in writing to: u; ■
fl Vai Williams, do 23 Rodney Avenue, Merlynston Vic 30u8. |

If this is true, it mightafter all
be the case that we in the West
are witnessing the moment
when the tide is turning. A sim­
ple survey of the shoreline may
well have difficulty in detect­
ing which way the tide is flow­
ing. In times such as these we
can almost certainly expect the
data to reveal contradictory
evidence. But what matters is
not so much the detail of the
facts and figures but the
broader direction in which they
point. But this is where elabo­
rate metaphors break down.
Tides do flow in and out in a
remorseless rhythm. Not so
with the life of the church.

While the ultimate future is
in God's hands, his covenant
with his church is such that our
actions do make a difference.

The turning of the tide is not
inevitable, but it is possible. ❖

Martin Robinson is Direc­
tor-Mission and Theology
with the Bible Society in the
UK. He has been a church

i planter and served as Sec­
retary of conference of our
British churches. Martin
Robinson will be the princi­
pal guest speaker at Spring
conference this year (Wol­
longong, 4-6 November)

\ and also at a church plant-
, ers' event (7-8 November).
\ This article is reproduced

with permission from the
British Church Growth Di- ;
gest.
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F
asting has a good biblical
pedigree, it was practiced
by Jesus, John the Bap­

tist, the apostles, the Old Testa­
ment saints and the New Tes­
tament church. It has also been
regularly practiced wherever
revival has come and many of
the Christian greats such as
John Wesley, Martin Luther,
John Calvin, John Knox, Finney
and Moody practiced prayer
and fasting to enhance minis­
try effectiveness.

The merestsuggestion of self­
denial sends cold shivers down
the spine of most modem Chris­
tians. We seem to find every
excuse to dodge fasting. "I
might have the wrong motives
...", "my health isn't quite up
to it...", "isn't it a bit fanatical".
Unfortunately for us Jesus did
say that we were to deny our­
selves, take up our cross daily
and follow him (Mark 8:34).
The spirit of the world is firmly
against self-denial and
preaches ungodly and profli­
gate indulgence.

Perhaps this is why fasting is
proving so powerful for church
growth today—because it rep­
resents Christians making a
serious break with the spirit of
the world in order to conse­
crate themselves to God.

The motive behind fasting is
all-important. Fasting in order
to lose weight and look good is
hardly a Christ-centred, cross­
bearing act of denial. It may
still be difficult and painful, but
it is essentially self-centred.

Fast whenever you desper-

Fasting
Jo/rn Edmiston

ately want God to do some­
thing. Fast when you want
power in the spiritual realm for
Kingdom purposes here on
earth. Fasting is a potent spir­
itual weapon for the transfor­
mation of difficult situations
faced by God's people. Esther
declared a three-day fast (Esth
4:3) when her people were
threatened with destruction
from the wicked Haman. De­
liverance came from God, her
people were rescued, Haman
hung and the Jews were victo­
rious. Jesus fasted to conquer
Satan in the wilderness (Matt
4:2). Saul and Barnabas were
sent out on their first mission­
ary journey after a session
where the leadership of the
church in Antioch were "min­
istering to the Lord and fast­
ing" (Acts 13:3).

David even prayed for his
enemies when they were ill—
with sackcloth and fasting, for
their deliverance (Psa 35:13).
Countless saints have fasted to
find the will of God for their
livesorintercedeforloved ones.
True godly fasting is powerful
tool for personal, social and
spiritual change.

But beware of imitations!
Fasting can become a source of
spiritual pride as it did for the
Pharisee (Luke 18:11-12) or
become a public show (Matt
6:16). Jesus says such fasting is
"self-rewarded" and ineffec­
tive. True fasting is not just a
ritual but involves a determi­
nation to obey God in all areas
of life (Isa 58:1-14). This leads 

SCHOLARSHIPS
A Bible College

Education by Extension
ABS & BBS Degrees

Write for information and application form to:
CHRIST'S EVANGELICAL FOUNDATION

PO Bexhill, NSW 2480, Australia

us to the problem of how to go
about it.

Start with one day fasts,
where you allow yourself fruit
juice. Skip breakfast and lunch,
and after the sun sets eat well.
After you have done this a
number of times, gradually
move to two and three day fasts.
Most spiritual problems can be
resolved in two to three days
and I have never had to fast for
longer. Wait on God. He will
indicate to your spirit for how
long you need to fast. It is gen­
erally wise not to go on 10-day
or longer fasts without a medi­
calcheckup from a sympathetic
Christian GP.

You don't have to pray all
day when you fast. Just carry
on with your daily work and
use the normal meal and snack
times for prayer. Jesus tells us
to anoint our heads with oil, in
other words look happy and
act normal while you are fast­
ing. Don't look like a bucket of
gloom. Alert those who need to
know and those who prepare
meals, butotherwise keep fast­
ing private.

The results of fasting make
it enjoyable. When prayers are
answered and lives changed,
you will love fasting for the joy
it brings into the world and the
discipline will at last seem
worthwhile.

Well as the shoe ad says—
"Just do it". ❖
John Edmiston works as a
freelance religious journal­
ist and is a member of the
Townsville, Old, church.

Internet Resources
From time to time, we will
provide details of significant
or interesting sites on the
internet. Wherever possible,
we will supply the address
and any information we may
have about the site itself. It
possible, we will check out
the sites ourselves so we may
make more informed com­
ment.

ANDERE-L
The official listserv of the
Department of Religious
Studies at the University of
California, Santa Barbara
serves as a forum for
discussion of theories,
methods, and approaches
to the study of religion.
To subscribe, send the
following command to
LISTSERV®
UCSBVM.UCSB.EDU
"SUB ANDERE-L
yourfirstname
yourlastname,
your institution"
(Send as one line. —Ed.)
Owner: J Shawn Landres
6500land@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

^Office Secretary-j
| Applications are invited for a |
| temporary part-time (4 days
| per week) appointment of an |
I office secretary for the '

Department of Mission, :
Education and Development,

I to commence in September.
[ Reply to: D.H. Smith

77 Capel Street
West Melbourne 3003
Phone (03) 9326 8900
by 10 August 1995. '

'Kenfyqei
SELECT USED CARS

49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134
Telephone (03) 879 4004

Contact Ken if you are looking for
a used car or need to rent one
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KlBiWS .
Lea Nelson

©
ne of the main benefits
of the Internet is its abil­
ity to create new com­

munities and to knit them to­
gether across national bounda­
ries. I feel that we have so much
to gain, both as individuals and
as a Christian denomination,
by tapping into the resources
now available to us on the Net.

Lets start with the benefits of
joining a Christian discussion
group using a basic e-mail con­
nection.

DOCDISC
A few weeks ago now 1 joined
an Internet discussion group
set up in the US for member
churches related to the Resto­
ration Movement—in other
words, churches who are 'heirs
of Stone and Campbell'. The
official name of this discussion
group is called "The Disciples
of Christ Discussion List"
which has been abbreviated to
DOCDISC.

It was thrilling to read the
various introductions from
both ministers and laity as they
joined and took part in some of
the lively discussions that en­
sued. Each morning I would
arrive at work, open my e-mail,
and feel enriched by being able
to 'eavesdrop' on the theologi­
cal and practical Christian con­
cerns of fellow believers on the 

other side of the globe. More to
the point, I was able to make
myself known and take part in
these discussions, and so be­
come part of their group.

Forming a personal
network
Needless to say, it soon became
obvious that the opportunities
for the cross-fertilisation of
ideas were endless. Of particu­
lar note were the discussions
on Suffering and Running the
Church. I was able to print some
of these off and distribute them
to interested members of our
congregation. Furthermore, I
found that within the member­
ship of DOCDISC were those
who wanted to contact me per­
sonally about people and is­
sues. As a result, I soon formed
my own personal network of
international Christian con­
tacts.

How to get started
For those who are interested, I
have listed a few questions to­
gether with their answers to
help you gain Internet access
and subscribe to DOCDISC, the
Disciples of Christ Discussion
List.

What hardware and
software do I need?
Any type of PC, a modem ca­

S o I. I C 1 I O R *

Available 24 hours a day 7 days a week
■ Conveyancing
■ Wills
■ Probate

Contact: Ian Parker (03) 0762 1671 259 Foret Road Boroma 31.->5

Jo Deilh (03) 0762 3 736 Fax (03) 0762 2000

pable of at least 2400 bps, and
SLIP or PPP compatible soft­
ware. SLIP stands for Serial
Line Interface Protocol, and
PPP stands for Point-to-Point
Protocol. SLIP/PPP software
is available for most PCs run­
ning Microsoft Windows and
is also available for the Apple
Mac.

How do I gain internet
access?
You can purchase Internet ac­
cess from more than 25 local
commercial organisations in
Australia. Forthecompletelist,
contact Sandra Stavrinos from
AARNet on (06) 249 4969 or
Fax (06) 249 1369.

If you would like more guid­
ance in this regard, one of the
most popular commercial or­
ganisations offering dial-up
Internet access is Oz-Email. In
addition to e-mail, they also
provide access to other serv­
ices such as Telnet, FTP, Go­
pher and World Wide Web. To
give you an idea of costs and
charges, there is a one-time reg­
istration fee of $25.00 and a glo­
bal Internet access fee of $8.00
(max) per hour (7.00 am-6.00
pm on week days). They also
sell a commercial Internet soft­
ware package called "Internet
in a Box" for about $199.00. For
more information you can con-

S TRACK
REMOVALS

Removals—Storage—
Packing—Pianos

All Suburbs—Country—
Interstate

David Strack
(Proprietor)

Office and Store
45 McIntosh Street
Airport West 3042

Telephone (03) 9370 3737
(03) 9330 2211

Fax (03) 9330 3039
AH (054) 27 0472

“Service since 1907" 

tact them on (02) 9901 3445, Fax
(02)437 5888.

How does a discussion
list work?
You join a discussion group
(often called a Listserv list) by
sending an e-mail message to a
Listsen' program on a compu­
ter. (In our case it is a major­
domoprogram.) Once you have
joined the list of your choice,
you will automatically receive
all messages posted to that list.
Here is how it works for
DOCDISC.

1. Send an e-mail message to:
majordomo@uxl.cso.uiuc.edu

2. Leave the subject line
blank.

3. In the message area type:
subscribe docdisc

4. If you have a signature
area which includes you name
and address, please delete it, as
any text, lines or drawings
which appear after your sub­
scription message may inter­
fere with the majordomo pro­
gram.

5. Send the message off. You
should receive an acknowledg­
ment thatyouhavesubscribed.
Save this acknowledgment.

[It usually contains some im­
portant information. —Ed.]

To take part in a discussion
"thread", always send your
composed message to the List
address. This address is usu­
ally the same as the majordomo
address, except thatyoureplace
the term majordomo with that
of the List name, in this case I
DOCDISC. This is what the
address should look like when
sending your composed mes­
sage to all subscribers:
docdisc@uxl.cso.uiuc.edu

Our North American broth­
ers and sisters in Christ are
waiting for your input. ❖ I
Lea Nelson Ilves in Canberra .
with her husband Peter and ;
dogs Wesley and Ginger, and
is Senior Librarian at the '
National Library.
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Baptisms
•lain Campbell, Murray Nicholls,
Jim Macarthur, Vai Latham, Ber­
wick, Vic "Joshua Johnson, Perser-
veranda Senoc, Timothy Matthews,
Bribie Island, Qld ’Coralie Sheen,
Ellen Yamold, Bruce Fernance,
Sandra Steiger, Lyn Bult, Wayne
Bult, Stephen Woods, Kay Cross­
man, Manning Valley, NSW
•Stephen & Linda Searle, Dianne

I Evans, Pyramid Hill, Vic «Jason
: Partridge, Tony Richardt, Scott

Hannasky, Twyford St, Bunda-
, berg, Qld ’Joanne Elkner, Knox-
■ field,Vic*DerekPerry,ClintonBod-
' illy, Michael Fowler, Bendigo, Vic

Marriages
•Kelly Henderson and Greg Duns,

I Kerry Kitchen and Andrew Mclean,
■ Rebecca Bachelor and Phillip

Rayment, Dawn Mclean and Neil
Juddery, Berwick, Vic «Vera

1 Rodgers and Colin Albert, Elisa
Trebbin and Adrian Toft, Twyford
St, Bundaberg, Qld

Deaths
! *Mrs Edna Jones, Morwell, Vic
' »Mrs Loma Bell, Grote St, Ad­

elaide, SA ’Peg Lloyd, Enid
Funnell, Charles Wemys, Bribie
Island, Qld *Bruce Fernance,

1 Renee Golsworthy, Manning Val­
ley, NSW ’Kitty (Catherine) Ham,
Twyford St, Bundaberg, Qld "Stan
Edwards, Knoxfield, Vic "George
Grainger, Bendigo, Vic«John Hud­
son, Boronia, Vic ’Colville
Webster, Bentleigh, Vic

Obituaries
Obituaries limited to 100 words
Bell, Lorna Louise

i (16.5.95) Born at Kadina, SA,
■ 20.3.08, of Christian parents, met

Bob Bell and married him in 1933 at
Cowandilla church. They became
very heavily involved in Aboriginal
work with Churches of Christ. Loma
continued with this after Bill passed
away in 1969. She became a mem­
ber at Grote Street and was very
active in the life of the church. A
most gracious, yet private lady. Her

; faith was very strong and an inspi-
! ration to many. This faith in Jesus

Christ remained strong during the
latter years of her life even though |
shewasn’tverywell.Wegivethanks ;
to God for the life of Lorna, a won- i
derful Christian witness. We ex­
tend oursympathyto Jennifer, Ron,
Darren, Kerry, Alison, Alexandra
and Colin. —PJA
Fernance, Bruce
(15.6.95) Bruce died at the age of
21 as a result of a car accident. He

Personal Church News

was part of a group of development-
ally delayed adults who worship at

; Manning Valley, NSW, church.
Having come to faith in Jesus ear­
lier in the year, he had been bap­
tised with his foster mother. On the
Sunday prior to his death, he came
to church very excited that his wife
had also come to Christ and wanted
to be baptised. He and Narelle had
been residing in our Family Care
units. Bruce endeared himself to
our congregation with his vibrant
faith and will be sadly missed.

—Barry Rice
Goldsworthy (Buttsworth),
Renee
(6.7.95) Renee died at the age of
23 after a battle with liver cancer.
She had lived a vibrant Christian
life for nine years. Her last weeks of
life saw her radiant in Christ. Rev
David Jones and the writer quoted
extensively from her journals to
share herjoumey of faith, hope and
victory at services at Victory Bap­
tist, Newcastle, NSW, and at Moor­
land Cemetery. 400 gathered at
each location, an indication of the
lives she touched. Renee had been
school captain at Chatham High
and this year graduated as a BEd
from Newcastle University. She
married Ian in 1993.

—Barry Rice
Olds, Colin
Colin was a devoted husband to
Dorothy and a loving father to Vai,
Carol and Heather. He was a friend
of his sons-in law and delighted in
his grandchildren and great-grand­

children. A man of integrity, Colin
had a strong work ethic and una­
shamed Christian values. His con­
tribution to Churches of Christ in­
cluded a stint as Sunday School
Superintendent at Hollywood, 49
years as treasurer at Subiaco, then
Dalkeith Rd and Fremantle where
we enjoyed his quiet humour and
encouragement for nine years. He
achieved many things and helped
many people in different ways and,
with his family, we give thanks to
God for Colin Olds’ long and rich
life. —John Capom
Wright, James Phelp
(16.7.95). Phil was a man of faith,
prayer, integrity and commitment.
Brought up in the North Melbourne,
Vic, church, he later became a
highly respected member with his
late wife, Eva, at Sunshine, Mit­
cham and North Balwyn churches.
He served the church as elder,
president, reader, organist, Sun­
day School superintendent and
conductor of anniversary singing.
A consistent participator in the
church prayer meeting and a wise
adviser. The last 14 months of his
93 years were spent in the excel­
lent care of our Northcote Nursing
Home. Loving sympathy is ex­
tended to Ruth and Jack, Margaret
and Bob, Jennifer and Ben, and
their families. Private cremation at
Springvale was followed by a
thanksgiving service at the North
Balwyn church. To God be the glory
for a good and faithful servant.

—Bruce Alcorn.

y:
."r

CLINICAL
PASTORAL

EDUCATION
A training program for personal and professional development in
ministry is offered each year at Peter MacCallum Cancer Institute.

The course is full-time and designed in units of eleven weeks duration.
Applicants may apply for one or more units commencing Autumn 1996.

A limited number of study grants (up to $5000) are available for those
undertaking more than one uniL Training involves on-call weekend and
evening duty for which allowances are payable.

Applicants should have previous experience in pastoral care.

Closing date for applications: 22 September, 1995.

For further information please contact
Ms Jan Morgan

Director, Clinical Pastoral Education
Pastoral Care Department
Telephone (03) 9656 1301

Fax (03) 96561409

Peter MacCallum Cancer Institute
Locked Bag 1, A’Beckett Street Victoria 3000.

WA
ALBANY (John Spencer) Evening
service changed to Bible study for­
mat ... Started monthly prayer
meeting & pre-service morning
prayer meeting ... Ken & Beryl
Robinson celebrated 40lh wedding
anniversary... Marg Hall celebrated
80th birthday ... Church agreed to
prayerfully support Fula people in
northern Africa as part of 10-40
Window program... Visiting speak­
ers have been Avon Moyle (FAB),
Steve O’Keefe (chaplain at North
Albany SeniorHigh School) & Gwen
Stretton (WCTU).
KALAMUNDA (David Shalley)
Ozreach groups outreach into local
community held free carwash/sau-
sage sizzle ... Intercessory prayer
group meets Friday nights ...
Church farewelled Baines family,
leaving for YWAM Canberra ...
Welcomed Longbottom family here
on leave ... Friendship Centre
luncheon held 18 July ... Winter
family welcomed into membership
... 23 young people travelled to
Boddington on mission trip ... En­
gagement congratulations to Travis
Fancourt & Ainsley Rasmussen.
DIANELLA (Tony Armstrong)
Social in form of mock wedding
proved good fellowship evening &
fund raiser... Tony home after time
at Mulgrave College ... Members
involved in time & talent exercise
... Shauna Jeavons completing
teaching degree at University of
Missouri ... Dianella youth, with
several other youth groups, spent
weekend camping at Roelands in
South West... Doug Good Memo­
rial Lecture & Alan Niven pastoral
care program held July.

wsw
MANNING VALLEY (Barry Rice,
Guy Cooper, Alex Wilson) Eighth
anniversary services with Jeff May
as speaker ... Mark & Bronwyn
Oakey farewelled, moving to Eng­
land ... Evening services growing
... Family Care units fulfilling valu­
able ministry to needy families ...
Church benefiting from members
involved in Ministry Centre, both
part & full-time ... Op Shop & wel­
fare program making good con­
tacts ... John & Kathy Harris ac­
cepted for training at BCQ next
year.
CHATSWOOD (Ian Alves, Rosalie
Rofe) Minister, Ian Alves, at quar­
terlysocial night, reports on his visit
to Global Consultation on World
Evangelism recently held in Seoul,
Korea. A great inspirational experi­
ence at one of the world's largest
gatherings... Church commences
two morning worship/communion
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Church Mews

services for trial period of three
months. 8.45 am service is family &
youth-oriented outreach meeting,
while 10.00 am service follows more
traditional lines.

NT
DARWIN (Jim Larkham) Church
farewelled Chris Davidson & Narelle
Jones (World Horizons Mission) &
Barry & Greta Wrightson ... Scott
Mylan (St Arnaud) guest speaker

Church well-represented at
Northern Territory Council of
Churches Inauguration service ...
Dry season brings welcome visi­
tors from southern churches.

Old
BURLEIGH HEADS (Noel New­
ton, Bruce Harbottle) Member­
ship has reached 137... Appointed
full-time youth pastor, Bruce
Harbottle ... Team of six students
from Bible College of Queensland
helped run Vacation Bible School
during June holidays. 70 children
.attended during week. Many new
families added to contact list ...
Speakers from Capernwray Minis­
try (Billy Strachan & Bob & Amy
George) encouraged church teach­
ing on life & work of Jesus... Men's
breakfast 1 July saw 81 share
scrumptious breakfast. Message by
Bob George. Three indicated they
had received Christ.
CAMP HILL (Alan Lochhead)
Camp Hill recently celebrated Moth­
er’s Day by presenting awards to
our mothers in several categories:
Most Mature Mother presented to
Anne Geale (87 years); Largest
Family award to Evelyn Sherriff
(eight children, 30 grandchildren &
30 great-grandchildren); Youngest
Mother award to Lynn Little at 30
years. We had an enjoyable time of
fellowship & so did our champion
mothers.
PINE RIVERS (Neale Proellocks,
Wayne Kirk, Alan Hermann) 70
men visited the almost-completed
new international airport ... 150
shared a most enjoyable Christ­
mas in July evening ... Parenting
seminars led by special guests
being conducted every Thursday
during July & August ... Sunday
Night Live programs proving very
popular & are well-attended ...
Special times of prayer each week
for a number of folk who are seri­
ously ill.
BRIBIE ISLAND (Colin Smith)
Church concert was evening of old-
fashioned fun. Well-attended &
enjoyed by all... 20th anniversary
on 4 June saw many friends &
visitors join us. Norm Flett guest
speak at both services. Barbara
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Flett blessed us in song. Cake was
cut by long-time friend, Connie
Robinson... Very successful men’s
breakfasts each month with guest
speakers ... 130 attended CWF
rally in June. Guest speaker Bob
Smith (DCDE)... Three baptisms.
Welcomed into fellowship with six
transferees & nine baptised believ­
ers.
TWYFORD ST, BUNDABERG
(Paul Scully) Evening services
during July featured series of vid­
eos on Creation Science together
with presentation entitled “Genes,
Genesis and the Flood" by Dr Dori
Batten... Christmas in July evening,
organised by CWM, very success­
ful ... Congratulations to Trixie &
Derek James on birth of Rebekah
Kaylyn, Lyn & Bill Brown on birth of
second grand-daughter, Mark &
Leita Biden on birth of third son,
Kallyn Ty, & Colin & Hazel Dionysius
on birth of grand-daughter, Katelyn
Jane.

Vic
RED HILL (Bruce Butler) Steve
Downie visited, showed video &
spoke Sunday morning on MWB
... $262 raised for World Vision 40
Hour Famine... 75 attended Home
Fellowship luncheons ... Family
service well attended & children’s
participation appreciated... Young
people’s “Beyond 20s Group” en­
joyed dinner at restaurant ...
Evening prayer, praise & share on
25 June. Very fruitful service ...
Sick members recovering... Busi­
ness meeting held afternoon 2 July.
BAYSWATER (R. Combridge)
Ladies participated in Mother’s Day
service, Cath Maydom speaker...
Adam Davis welcomed to team of
musicians at church ... “Christ in
the Passover” presented by Law­
rence Hirsch, from Celebrate Mes­
siah Australia ... Paul Coyle
speaker for Bible School anniver­
sary... CWF visited Christian Blind
Mission International in June ...
Young people joining older mem­
bers working on new building for
completion before 30 July.
MORWELL (Alf Thistlethwaite)
50 years of marriage celebrated
by church members & friends of
Joyce & Merv Little with function
25 June ... Minister conducted
service for Mrs Edith Jones 26
June who had been in nursing
home for last years of her life ...
After stint in district pastoral care,
worker Julia Seymour relinquished
her ministry & tributes paid to her
care for members & friends.
BERWICK (Tim Hanna, Ross
Pelting, Andrew Ball) Friends of
Religious Education contributed
towards work in local schools ...

Children's Parable competition...
Golden Bargains Op Shop suc­
cessfully launched in Pakenham
... Support for Gloria Hardy who
left to mission with Kurdish people
... Hymn sing-a-long after morn­
ing service ... Loss & Grief Semi­
nar ... Spectacle collection for
YWAM ... Young people working
towards mission trip to the Philip­
pines in September.
KNOXFIELD (Rod Brown, Jack
White, Jason Potter) Youth min­
istry at Knoxfield, supported by
Jason Potter & our young people,
has been expanding beyond our
local church. We were active at
the recent State Youth Games at
Queenscliff & assisted the youth
at the Dandenong church, at a
weekend seminar, to plan expan- !
sion & outreach of theiryouth group
... We are attracting adult mem­
bers through the youth focus of j
our evening services.
BENDIGO (John Sweetman) Mini
fair raised over$400... Youth serv- ■
ices conducted last Sunday of :
month ... GMG held end of term
parade... Recent speakers Barrie
Sutton (Prison Fellowship) & R.
Broad while minister & family on
holidays ... Church saddened by
passing of George Grainger ...
Many members recovering from
bouts in hospital & winter illnesses
... Everything in readinessforthird
Missionary Convention launch
weekend on 6 August.
BORONIA (Keith Milne, Darryn
Hickling) Members of small
groups combine to lead some
evening services ... Seminars on
Death & Dying by Geoff Rowcroft
of Tobin Bros ... Social Justice
group formed ... Kidsmin mem­
bers compete in State Indoor
Games... Good Companions held
doll show ... Worship workshop
conducted by John & Chris Sharp
... All-age bush dance a success
... Prayers of church with Joan &
Noel Cartmel following Noel's
stroke.
GARDINER (Pieter Petrusma)
Widespread prayer for Pieter un­
dergoing by-pass operation ...
Qver200 attended memorial serv­
ice conducted by Les Dewberry
for Emeritus Elder, Eric
Buckmaster ... Hymn singing af- ,
ternoons (every two months) well- |
supported by local churches ...
Church opened for prayer last |
Wednesday each month ... Mem- ;
bers glad Pieter accepted exten­
sion of ministry ... Peg Taylor in ■
Box Hill Hospital ... Friendship I
Club, china painting, chair exer- ,
cises weekly ... Korean Christian :
Church sharing worship facilities.
BENTLEIGH (Bill Sharrock)
Church enjoying fellowship with 

students wife Pauline... Sadness
at death of beloved member Col
Webster, long-time deacon & door- I
keeper. Sympathy extended to .
family, & wife Irene, in local nurs- |
ing home ... Wayside pulpit up- >
dated ... Letter drop of street near ■
church, followed by door knock by I
minister... Some membershospi- !
talised ... Attendances regular I
despite age & infirmity ... Minis- -
ter's pastoral care of membership |
& contacts much-appreciated.
TOOTGAROOK (Mai Giezendan-
ner) Attendances good though
many on sick list & usual exodus
north to warmer parts... New con- I
stitution drafted by Ted Lewis &
adopted by congregation ... Open
Door still proving attractive to non- j
churchgoers. 103 attended thanks- i
giving dinner June ... Weekly
prayer meeting & Bible study & 1
KYB fortnightly ... CWF healthy.
average 36 at each meeting. Three
went to Halls Gap camp ... Tom |
Bryant recovering from illness ...
Mutual Market functioning well.

SA ;
BLACKWOOD (Geoffrey Payne, i
Colin Dredge, Paul Hodgson) 2
July, 16 new members welcomed I
into congregation ... 34 boxes of ;
clothing sent to Fregon. Aboriginal j
womenusedproceedstofundcraft 1
supplies & pensioner meals. Abo­
riginal painting hangs in church 1
foyer—thank you from Fregon ;
community ...Geoffrey Paynewel- j
corned & inducted 23 July with ’
wife Liz & children ... “Vocation I
Vanuatu", 20 young people visit- I
ing Ranwadi Dec 95—refurbish­
ing classrooms & attending Van- |
uatu National Youth Convention.
DULWICH/ROSE PARK UNITED
PARISH (Garry Harris, Tricia
Spargo) Church has appointed '
part-time youth worker, Matt
Eldridge, of Stirling Uniting Church, i
to cater for specialised religious &
recreational needs of young peo­
ple. He was formally installed by
Garry Harris, who praised work
already done by Heather & Vei I
Koto forjuniorchildren in Tuesday |
Club. Some activities are being
separately framed for school lev­
els 6-7 & levels 8-10.
GOOLWA (Neville Bradley)
“Story of Music” presentation held ,
as fund-raiser for rain water tanks I
in PNG ... David Brooker (State
Minister) recent guest speaker at
morning service & afternoon meet­
ing to discuss future objectives ...
$200 raised at “Soup lunch” to
support youth work... Ladies held
sewing day & worked on garments
for PNG & local Community Care
project.
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The

Art and Craft
Exhibition
Handiwork at the Gathering
The National Gathering for Women (and
men) in September hasmany gearing them­
selves to share their talents and create an
atmosphere of discover)' and learning.

Lindy Gower is one of these people.
Lindy is the coordinator of the Art and
Craft Exhibition, which will run for the
duration of the Gathering (21-24 Septem­
ber). Lindy is a young mother with three
children under five years old. She and her
husband live in the Adelaide Hills. Lindy
is the daughter of Lois Marshall of "To
Lois with Love" fame who was a TV craft
presenter in Adelaide.

The exhibition will bring together a se­
lection of art and craft work from numer­
ous church groups involved in outreach.
There is a wide variety of highly skilled
craftswomen and men among the people
of the churches. Some work diligently at
home or in workshops or studios. All are
using and celebrating the talents that God
has given them. Some items in the exhibi­
tion will be for sale, others for display.

People who a ttend the Ga thering will be
challenged to see that Christians who
choose to encourage, lead, teach or partici­
pate in crafts groups can be worthy mes­
sengers of salvation as people are invited
to join embroider}', art (watercolours and
oils), sewing, knitting, tapestry, gluing,
painting, decoupage, cottage crafts, wood
burning, spray painting and all manner of
engrossing handiwork activities.

Lindy said, "Church-run craft and art
groups for women and men of all ages,
especially young mothers, are one of the
strongest areas of outreach into the com-

 

Arts

KIDSMIN Playhouse special event
Churches of Christ KIDSMIN in SA, af­
ter the success of last year's performances
of "Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour
Dreamcoat", were very fortunate this year
tobe one of a few in Australia to be granted
a licence to perform the major Christian
musical production Godspell.

The popular Gospel musical Godspell
will be performed in the KIDSMIN Play­
house on 11,12,18, 20, 25 and 26 August
by arrangement with Dominie Pty Ltd.
Stephen Schwartz wrote the new lyrics
and music of this award-winning musical.

Godspell tells the Gospel story of Mat­
thew, precisely portraying Jesus' life from
John the Baptist preparing the way,
through the highlights of his ministry, to
his death and resurrection and appeals to
all ages.

The exclusive Gospel musical is pre­
sented by Kylie O'Donohue (Director),
Robert Coombe (Musical Director), the
KIDSMIN Players and the KIDSMIN
Band. Limited sea tsare a vailable, for book­
ings, phone Jenny Thomson on (08) 352
4273 or Jean Feder on (08) 356 1565.

munity. It's a great way to mix with non­
Christians in a non-threatening environ­
ment. Long live the craft and art groups!"

There will be child-care facilities avail­
able every day for parents attending the
Gathering.

Lindy Gower will also be leading the
elective "Boxes and Bows", which is one
of the most recent crafts to attract interest
around Australia. An offering of 21 other
electives is available. Electives will be a vail­
able as two afternoon activities.

Name ...
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He who has no government
of himself has no enjoyment
of himself.

—Benjamin Whichcote

Why does a chicken go to sleep on one leg?
I don't know.
Because if the other were taken away, the
chicken would fall over.

The trouble with that restaurant is, it’s so
crowded nobody goes there any more.

★★★★★
He talks 100 words a minute, with gusts up
to 120.

Agent: “So how are you getting on with that
mystery drama you’re writing?"
Author: “Well, I’ve been working on it for
twelve months solid and it's still not right.”
Agent: “A case of all work and no play!"

A cyclist in hospital, injured in an accident
with a bus, is said to be critical this evening—
especially of the bus driver.

Have you forgotten that you owe me $20?
No, but give me time and I will.

★ ★★★★
Robin Hood was lying in bed in his cottage
deep in the heart of Sherwood Forest. Know­
ing that he didn't have much longer to live, he
called in Little John and said, “Bring me my
bow and arrow and open the window. I will
fire the arrow and I want you to bury me
wherever it lands."
Little John fetched the bow and arrow and
Robin Hood fired it.
Just two days later, Little John and the rest of
the merry men buried Robyn Hood on top of
the wardrobe.

★★★★★
Reader: “Can you tell me where the self-help
section is?"
Librarian: “Doesn’t that defeat the whole
purpose?”

★★★★★
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