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T
his will be the
lasttimelhave
the privilege of

writing to you with­
out an Editor breath­
ing down my neck
wanting to check my
writing. (1 still have
to pass my sub-edi­
tor's eagle-eye re­
garding grammar,
while also fitting into
a definite space).

I wish to express
my thanks to the
loyal readers of The
Australian Christian.
Over the past 17
years, many of you
have passed on ap­
preciative comments
and suggestions.
Many have included
me and members of
the editorial team in
your prayers. This
support and encouragement has been ap­
preciated and has been one of the reasons
I have so much enjoyed my 17 years of
involvement with the paper.

Back in 1978 when I was at the then
College of the Bible, I had no idea that I
would spend the next 17 years managing
and editing the national newspaper of our
churches.

I had a strong call to ministry and with
gifts in the area of administration, I was
uncertain of where exactly God was call­
ing me. I had not considered journalism.
(My wife, Mary would still say that my
writing style is hopeless and my English
grammar is bad—one of the reasons I have
tried to ensure thatl have had very reliable
staff and volunteers who have been able to
correct all that before you receive your
printed copies.)

During my time as Sub-Editor/Man-
ager (1978-87) and then as Managing Edi­
tor (1988-95), I have striven to provide a
forum for people within Churches of Christ
to express their faith and their understand­
ing of the church. We have always sought
to share the news of what is happening
within the church around Australia with
you.

We ha ve tried to share not only the times
of joy, but also those times when the church
is hurting and has failed in its mission to be
God's people in tire world. The church in
the wider world outside of Churches of

Christ has also been
featured, so that we
should not become
too insular.

I have been in­
volved with the pro­
duction of 374 issues
during my time here.
Throughoutall those
issues, I have tried to
allow the various
groups in our
churches to share
their views.

I believe that The
AnstralianChristiaiiis
one of the few forums I
in our churches that
is open for all. There
is a need for those on
both sides of an issue
to listen to each other.
Too often both sides
just listen to have
their prejudices con­
firmed and not to 

hear the truth that they may have missed
due to their own blinkered understandings.
Sometimes (rarely) I have made mistakes
in allowing some people to share intem­
perate views. However, I believe one of
the principles of Churches of Christ has
been our tolerance, while still making a
stand on the vital issues.

I have enjoyed my time. There has been
the frustration of trying to ensure that the
issues have arrived on time. (Australia ■
Post is not one of my most favourite or-
ganisations, and yet I would have to ac­
knowledge that they mostly have done a
good job.)

There have been the constant struggles
regarding finances and gaining and keep­
ing subscribers. There have been the times
of constant work and tension as comput­
ers have failed and as we have tried to
master new programs. I well remember
when we first went to full computerisation
of an issue. We only had two weeks to
learn and produce an issue. We did pro­
duce the issue on time and it did not have
too many mistakes.

I will miss the routine and the fellow­
ship of readers, fellow members of the
religious press, contributors and all who
have helped in producing The Australian
Christian over the years.

I wish Don and Nigel God's blessing as
they take The Australian Christian into a
new era. ❖

Member publication
of tne Australasian

Religious Press
Association

National Logo of
Churches of Christ

In Australia
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News

MW FarewaODe©]
Appreciation expressed for years of service
Chris Ambrose, sub-editor­
manager of The Australian Chris­
tian since 1979 and editor since
1988, was farewelled at a din­
ner in his honour held at East
Keilor Church of Christ on 17
November. Keith Aird, Chair­
man of The Australian Chris­
tian Board, chaired the dinner.
Board and Management Com­
mittee members, co-workers,
friends and family members
were among the 40 people in­
vited to attended. Greetings
were received from interstate
representatives.

Lindsay Mott, Treasurer and
Board member, expressed
thanks to Chris on behalf of the
Board and the readership as a
whole. He noted the contribu­
tion Chris had made to the com­
puterisation of the paper and
the subsequent savings and
improvements. Chris had
showed strengths in financial
planning and development of
a strong body of support. Keith
Aird supported these remarks
and acknowledged the dedica­
tion and enthusiasm Chris had
shown throughout his years of

service. He will be remembered
as a worthy successor to a line
of outstanding editors who
have served the paper.

Through the years he had
been quite self-effacing. Even
so, his work has been recog­
nised by the Australasian Reli­
gious Press Association
through a number of awards
received in recent years. Viney
Longthorp expressed the
thanks of the various contribu­
tors, commenting on the sup­
port Chris had offered to them.
Don Milne, Geoff Alves and
Shirley Wallis expressed thanks
for their partnership with Chris
through humorous verse and
readings. At the request of the
Chairman, Mary Ambrose had
prepared a sequel to her recent
contribution for the Historical
Society Digest—"Editors of The
Australian Christian 1898-
1988". This traced the work of
the paper in recent years and
brought the history up-to-date
by including Claris's contribu­
tion.

Keith Aird presented a jarrah
clock in the shape of Australia

» Receiving the symbolic Australia clock

to Chris in appreciation of his
leadership and a bouquet of
Australian flowers to Mary
Ambrose in acknowledgment
of her support and that of the
family over the seventeen years
Chris had served with the pa­
per. The "Australian" nature
of these served to underline the
national scope of their contri­
bution.

In responding to the com­
ments, Chris expressed his
thanks for the many positive 

rema rks offered abouthiswork.
He had enjoyed the opportu­
nity to serve Churches of Christ
at a national level and his in­
volvement in the wider inter­
church scene. The dinner con­
cluded with thanks to the East
Keilor catering team and a
prayer of thanksgiving for the
ministry Chris had offered.
Chris Ambrose has accepted a
call to ministry with the
Goolwa, SA church. He com­
mences there in February', 1996.

am ©ffosrOs Libras®
Thanks from colleagues in the religious press
Chris Ambrose has exempli­
fied the best aspects of the Aus­
tralasian Religious Press Asso­
ciation—always looking for
innovative solutions to the
many perils that face religious
publishers in Australia.

Some of the qualities that
Chris's colleagues in the reli­
gious press have valued, in­
cluded willingness to embrace
creatively the best in new tech­
nology, a commitment to both
excellence and value for money
in the production of The Aus­
tralian Christian, and a spirit of
ready cooperation that always
emphasised the unity we find
in Christ.

ARPA is an organisation
which draws the bulk of its
members from the larger
churches—Roman Catholic,
Anglican and Uniting.

Chris Ambrose's contribu­
tion, coming from the Churches
of Christ point of view, often
helped to give ARPA members
a broader understanding of the
issues being considered, help­
ing us look beyond the "big
church" perspective.

Chris was always keen to
serve ARPA at an executive
level as well, making signifi­
cantcontributions as President,
Secretary and Treasurer of the
association. Chris's election as
ARPA President demonstrated
the lack of factionalism in the
association, as well asshowing
the high regard of his colleagues
for him.

Chris's term as President was
marked by the energy he
brought to the job and a con­
sultative, inclusive leadership
style.

One of the strong bonding
forces for ARPA members has
been our battle against a com­
mon foe—Australia Post. Chris
hasalwaysbeen one of the lead­
ers in ARP A's quest for fair and
efficient sendee from Australia |
Post. ARPA members have j
much to thank Chris Ambrose
(andtheotherpostalcampaign- '
ers) for.

At ARPA conferences, the j
determinedly casual appear­
ance of Chris Ambrose has been j
oneoftheconstantsfortheeight 1
years that I have been a mem- ;
ber.

Always one of the first to
arrive, and always the person '
greeting newcomers to the I
ARPA scene and encouraging ;
them to contribute, Chris has
epitomised ARPA's ecumeni­
cal and encouraging spirit.

ARPA wishes Chris well in
his new role. He will be missed
from the religious press scene
(although perhaps not by the
senior management of Aus­
tralia Post!).

Thank you Chris.
Andrew Demack

Senior Vice-President
Australasian Religious

Press Association
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College News
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Kenmore College graduation

• Prize winners Carol Hands and Anita Callaway

CollegegraduationatKenmore
Christian College ismore than
a presentation of awards. It rep­
resents the culmination of the
year’s activities when students,
faculty and supporting
churches join together in
thanksgiving for all that has
been accomplished. This has
been a difficult year for some.
Ill-health has forced some stu­
dents to reschedule their study
program. As a result, the only
diplomas awarded were the
Associate Diploma in Social
Science (Pastoral Assistant) to
Simon Knight (Logan City
Christian Centre), Kerrie
McDonald (Alstonville Baptist
Church) and Gavin Morgan
(Bundaberg Gospel Chapel).
The graduates were presented
in an act of dedication, led by
the Queensland Conference
President, Rod Warwick.

Graduation also provides an
opportunity to recognise those
who have made a significant
contribution to the life of the
College. The annual prize giv­
ing always brings some pleas­
ant surprises. This year, Carol
Hands, a busy housewife with
demandingfamily responsibili­
ties, dominated the academic
awards, with the prize for the
Best Student in Old Testament
(English), Best Student in New
Testament (English) and the
Queensland Christian Wom­
en's Ministry Prize for the Best
Academic Achievement by a
lady student. Another busy
housewife and mother, Anita

Callaway, was awarded the
Nell Machin Prize for the best
contribution to College life by
a lady student. The A.W. Fin­
ger Scholarship for the best con­
tribution to College life, aca-
demicachievementand human
relationships, was awarded to
Steve Christian. The Burkhead
Prize for an essay on the Resto­
ration Movement was awarded
to Bruce Johnson.

This year marked the first
year that the A. & B. Wilson

Scholarship was awarded. Pro­
fessor Allan Wilson recently
retired from the chairmanship
of the College Board, after serv­
ing in that position for some 27
years. In order to pay perpetual
tribute to this significant con­
tribution, the College Board has
instituted an annual scholar­
ship,awarded forthebestlead-
ership from a student in
Churches of Christ in Queens­
land. This year, the prize was
awarded to Mark Kirk for his
outstanding leadership in a
church-planting program at
West Moreton (Springfield).
In cooperation with the DCDE,
the team of students of which
Mark is the leader, has estab­
lished a small but viable con­
gregation in this new housing
area.

Musical items were pre­
sented by Paul Davies, who
writes his own songs and is
also a member of the East
Moreton team, and Steve Chris­
tian. Guest speaker was Orrell
Battersby, who urged church
leaders to be "Radical, Fanati­
cal and Mathematical".

—Gordon Stirling

Ideal Christmas Gift
“A balanced, account of the

impact of Christian missions
tn the North of Western

Australia ... A good book
to buy and to read and to

lend around. ”

$16.50
(includes
postage)

The story of the significance
of the last 50 years of

Aborigines mission in the
Western Australian

Pilbara and Gascoyne, by
Graham Wilson, station
employee, government

Protector of Natives
and Christian who

numbers many
aboriginal leaders

among his friends.

Calendar
Prayer and Spirituality
in the Early church

The Australian Catholic Uni
versity is presenting a com
ference on the Christian snir-
itual heritage "Prayer and
Spirituality in the Earlv
Church", which will be held in
Melbourne 5-8 July 1996
The conference has attracted
celebrated scholars and lead­
ing speakers, many from
overseas. Two major exhibi­
tions will be featured at the
conference—“The Ad of the
Icon writers in Australia” and
a trade exhibition by publish­
ers and other companies
working in the fields of spir­
ituality, early Christian litera­
ture, history and culture. De­
tails and brochures from A.D.
Ingamells, Conference Sec­
retariat, Prayer and Spiritual­
ity in the Early Church, PO
Box786, Frankston Vic 3199.
Phone (03) 9904 4240, fax
(03) 9781 3066.

Churches Celebrate
Happenings in schools
The South Australian Heads
of Christian Churches have
set aside 28 January to cel­
ebrate what is happening in
schools. Churches all over
SA will be setting aside time
in their services to celebrate
the sign of hope offered to
young people in state schools
by the Christian church. In­
formation, including service
outlines, specific prayers,
speakers and resources can
be obtained from the Schools
Ministry Group, 28 Croydon
Rd, Keswick SA 5035. Phone
(08) 371 0662 or fax (08) 293
8491.

Removals—Storage—
Packing—Pianos

All Suburbs—Country—
Interstate

David Strack
(Proprietor)

Office and Store
45 McIntosh Street
Airport West 3042

Telephone (03) 9370 3737
(03) 9330 2211

Fax (03) 9330 3039
AH (054) 27 0472

“Service since 1907”
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College News
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Graduates challenged to place their faith in God

• Laying on of hands during ordination service

iPiSfS Maws
Staff changes,
graduation and
appointments
Scarborough, WA, church was
packed on 25 November for the
67th Perth BibleCollegegradu-
ation service.

In his opening remarks, col­
lege Chairman, Dr Alan Mitch­
ell, said that the college was
undergoing a time of consider­
able change. The college is in
negotiations with the WA Gov­
ernment about offering a de­
gree program in 1997.

A "This is your life" book
was presented to Dennis and
Julie Watkins, who are resign­
ing after 24 years of faithful
ministry. During the past dec­
ade, over 70 had made commit­
ments to Christ as a result of
the evangelism course that
Dennis had conducted. Two
new faculty members had been
appointed this year—Rev Alan
Gordon and Ray Ball.

During the evening, 10 ATh's
from the Central School of Re­
ligion were presented, as were
20 internal college awards. Re­
cipients included Glen and
Hans Bergsma (Whitfords),
David Hill (Whitfords), Ken
Doran (Scarborough) and
Andrew Duirs (Subiaco).
’ In presenting the diplomas,
the Principal, Dr Alan Meers,
noted that almost all of the
graduating students already
had appointments for 1996.
These include Peter Taylor to
Dunsborough, Hans Bergsma
to Dowerin, David Hill to plant
a new church at Merriwa (on
behalf of the Whitfords church)
and Ken Doran to Scarbor­
ough (part-time).

Pontius' Puddle
WISHES FOR
THE NEW YEAR
by PONTIUS

MAY OUR PONDS NOT TURN SCUMMY,
MAY FAT FUES FILL OUR TUMMIES.

MAY THE ROCKS UPON WHICH WE SIT,
ALWAYS STAY SMOOTH AND SUNLIT.

MAY THOSE WITH WHOM WE LIVE,
LOVE. JOY, AND HAPPINESS GIVE.

Dependence upon God was the
pervading theme of the 1995
graduation service of the
Churches of Christ Theologi­
cal College (the national col­
lege of Churches of Christ,
Mulgrave) held on 17 Novem­
ber. It was the culmination of a
highly successful year of min­
istry to students and churches,
and was enthusiastically sup­
ported by people who travelled
from as far as South Australia
and Western Australia.

Inspiring songs of faith and
praise were followed by the
formal procession of faculty
and graduating students, who
moved into the auditorium to
the beat of an African drum­
mer and the congregational
singing of "We're Marching in
the Light of God".

Principal Greg Elsdon's re­
port provided a clear indica­
tion of the strong sense of pur­
pose and direction of the col­
lege. He acknowledged with
appreciation the contribution
of three Board members, Eira
Clapp, Russell Williams and
Allan Avery, all of whom re­
signed during this year, and
welcomed Tony Armstrong,
Mark Butler and Lynette Leach
as new Board members.

The launch of RED, a journal
of theology and ministry, was a
special feature of the evening.
Greg explained that this new
initiative arose from the per­
ceived need for a forum for
members of Churches of Christ
to join with others in express­
ing their faith, exploring what
it means to be Christian with
integrity in an ever-changing

BUT TO THOSE THAT WE DISLIKE,
MAY THEY —

world. The overwhelming in­
terest in this new journal has
vindicated the decision of the
College Board to support this
ambitious project.

It was a special joy to cel­
ebrate the achievements of the
graduating class. Jennifer
Medley and Dorothy Quan-
trelle received the Certificate
in Christian Studies. Pamela
Longmuir and Bryan O'Neill
were awarded the Diploma in
Theological Studies, and Eliza­
beth Lloyd, Ruth May, Les
Medley, Linda Pilton and
Moffat Zimba gained the Di­
ploma in Ministry.

The personal insights pro­
vided by the Diploma in Minis­
try students emphasised how
much they valued both the
scholarship and pastoral care
of the faculty at Mulgrave. The
practical ministerial formation
they had received through their
student churchplacements and 

PEACE ON EARTH TO ALL
GOD’S CREATURES.

theirever-growing faith in God
has integrated their study with
the practicalities of ministry,
placing them in good stead as
they face the challenges of |
Christian ministry.

Niki Pidd's dramatic pres­
entation of Jeremiah's call (Jer
1:1-19) was a moving experi­
ence and set the scene for
Merryl Blair's occasional ad- I
dress. Merryl, Lecturer in Old i
Testament Studies, asserted ■
that Jeremiah's call and com­
missioning presents a "model
for ministry to a church and i
society facing a dismantling of ’
its familiarsystems of meaning
and power".

The National Conference
Ordination service that fol- '
lowed was also inspiring. ‘
Robert Leane, National Con- '
ference President, led the con- .
gregation through an order of J
service that emphasised the sig- ■
nificance of ordination. The I
candidates forordination were:
Vivienne Bums (Wangaratta, '
Vic); Martin Gillespie (Glen
Waverley, Vic); Ruth May
(Prospect, SA); Les Medley
(Warragul, Vic); Linda Pilton

| (Richmond, Vic) and Neville
Wight (Carnegie, Vic). As rep- ■

I resentativesofthechurcheslaid
' hands on the ordinands, Chris
I Sharp sang "Holy Spirit
| Come". This was a high point,
' when the congregation joined
i in prayer to seek God's bless-
i ing upon those being ordained.

SO TO THOSE WHOM WE HOLD DEAR,
A VERY MERRY NEW YEAR,

16 December 1995 The Australian Christian (469) 5



News

The Australian Christian

RETIREMENT
VILLAGE
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330-350 Frankston-
Dandenong Road

Seaford 3198
Phone (03) 9786 8679

Managed by
Church of Christ

Frankston
1 and 2 bedroom villas
Motel type lodge suites
Waiting list open

poetry section for the creative
writers among us.

The last pages of reo are ap­
parently to be reserved for in­
vited writers under the head­
ing of "Springfield". The name
comes from that of a presbytery
in the USA that dissolved itself
so that its members should be
free from denominationalism,
creeds and party spirit. Calling
themselves simply "Chris­
tians" and taking only the Bi­
ble as their guide for faith and
life, they set out to show the
church and the world a way of
life and faith in harmony with
the mind of Christ. In 1832 these
"Christians" under their leader
Barton Stone united with
Campbell's Disciples.

Churches of Christ in Aus­
tralia have a joint heritage with
them and with our British spir­
itual ancestors. The "Spring­
field" writers will write anony­
mously, sharing with readers
their dreams of the church freed
from tradition and inhibition
and guided only by the mind of
Christ for the contemporary
church.

I finish with a word to lay
people who might think that
reo is a bit too "high brow" for
them. Subscribe and try it out.
All you will need is a Bible, a
dictionary, some patience, an
open mind and a sympathetic
minister who will help you
when you are stuck. You will
enjoy the experience!

—Gordon Stirling

issue, the majority of it comes
from a variety of able writers.
Soreoisnotan"in-house pub­
lication, and its contributors
will not necessarily be follow­
ing any "CCTC line", but rather
will encourage readers to do
their own theological thinking.

"The Integrity of Apostolic
Ministry" is written by Darrell
Guder, Professor of Evange­
lism at the Louisville Presbyte­
rian Theological Seminar}' in
the USA. He is to deliver the
Jesse Bader Lectures on Evan­
gelism in Melbourne, 2-10
July, 1996. Colleen O'Reilly,
Associate Dean of the Mel­
bourne College of Divinity,
writes for theological students
as they move into ministry.

One contributor presents a
hypothetical of a minister and
his wife and the church board
and their conflicting expecta­
tions of each other. Seven writ­
ers react to the hypothetical.
These reactions, especially that
of a character called J. Ibes,
should be required reading for
church boards.

It would make a good night
if a church board made these 20
pages the sole agenda item for
one of their meetings. How­
ever, I hope that in fairness the
editors of reo will present an­
other hypothetical from the
point of view of the board and
the congregation!

reo presents reviews of books
covering both theological and
practical church issues. Two
"Letters to the Editors" in this
issue indicate that reader cor­
respondence will be welcomed.
I imagine that the editorial team
will be disappointed if various
articles do not produce reader
response in the generously af­
forded correspondence pages.

Merryl Blair's address at the
CCTC Graduation is included
as the lead article. It looked at
Jeremiah s call to ministry and
its implications for those railed
to contemporary ministry. Greg
Elsdon answers, hopefully for
ever, those who ask the ques­
tion Should theological edu­
cation be academic or practi­
cal?" And as expected there is a 

Blame it on "reo
or, "Who split that infinitive?"

I was looking forward to reo,
the new quarterly journal be­
ing published by the Churches
of Christ Theological College,
Vic, for ministers, graduates,
the increasing number of lay
people doing theological and
biblical studies and any others
interested in stretching their
minds on matters of faith and
life.

In due course, my first copy
arrived and I set out to read it
with an open mind. I had only
read as far as the third line of
the unsigned editorial when to
my shocked surprise I came
across a split infinitive ... in
such a scholarly journal! Then I
realised that in these days most
people do not know what an
infinitive is, let alone a split
one, and modem writers are
splitting them like kindling
wood, unaware of their gram­
matical sin. So realising that
my reaction was an indication
of my geriatric fastidiousness,
I read on. In fact I read the 111
pages through twice and am
impressed by

"issue number one”.
Having come out in Novem­
ber, it is not surprising that 30
pages are devoted to the Christ­
mas theme. Using a fictional
Sherlock Holmes-Watson dia­
logue, Stephen Curkpatrick
looks at the differences between
the Christmas stories of Mat­
thew and Luke and their bear­
ing on the great fact of the In­
carnation. Nigel Pegram, al­
ready commenting on Isaiah in
The Australian Christian, gives
Bible background to the Isaiah
readings for the five Sunday
mornings of December. Princi­
pal Greg Elsdon brings light
from the seemingly uninterest­
ing "begats" in Matthew 1.
CCTC student Kerrilyn
Reader, in "Three Men and a
Baby", looks at the significance
of the Magi, while Merrill
Kitchen of the Evangelical
Theological Association paints
a graphic picture of Rachel, still
weeping for her children.

While four CCTC faculty
members contribute to the first

Australia
Drinking Action
Applauded
TheNSWCouncilofChurrh

supplying alcohol to
wouldbesixmonthsor$5 000
Retraining courses for staffwill also become mandaS

Council President, Rev Rn«
CliKord said, -|
member churches fully su'
port the actions of the govern
mentto stamp out underage
dnnkmg. y

Encounter Prize

Radio National’s religious
documentary program, En­
counter, celebrated its’30th
anniversary in October by
launching an annual prize. The
Radio National Encounter
Prize is open to anyone under
30 who wishes to explore reli­
gion in society through the
medium of radio broadcast­
ing. In 500 words or less, en­
trants are asked to outline an
idea for a religious documen­
tary to be produced for En­
counter. The successful en­
trant will be paid $1,200 for
the winning idea and for part-
time research during the four
to six-week production period.
Entries will be accepted until 1
February 1996 and should be
addressed to The Radio Na­
tional Encounter Prize, ABC
Radio National, GPO Box
9994 in your capital city.

Turkey for Christmas
Friends of Turkey are calling
on Christians to use Christ­
mas as a time to share the
gospel. They are encouraging
all Christians in Australia to
mail five gospel letters to Turks
in Turkey this Christmas. Each
letter begins by greeting the
reader with respect and love
and explains that the purpose
of writing is to be able to serve
themthroughprayingforthem-
The letter goes on to assure
them that there are no hidden
motives in writing and on
15 different prayer points.
Turkish Jesus video and Ne
Testament are also °" J
The letters cost $1 -20 a
to post and are available>
packs of five. To be involvg
write to Friends of ^73
Box 780, Wynnum Qid 4
(Phone (07) 3348 6533).

16 Decembe1"199



World Vision is a Christian organisation reaching"For 0 was hungry
and you gave me
something to eat,

11 was thirsty and you
gave me something

to drink..."

out to the world’s poor

and needy people. Join

us for this special telecast

which shows how many

Australians are bringing

SIWJ
VISION FOR A BETTER WORLD

Matt 25:35 love and hope to those suffering from hunger and poverty.

from 8.30-11.30pm •••
! Wednesday 27 December •••
€3 3 TRIPS FQR 2 PEOPLE TQ AFRICA courtesy of Qantas. I^QXUVMS

LIVE
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Until next time,
Pastor Salt

w ot tneoiugj _____ ..itury student can accept 12:4), we
as compatible with continuing the men
scientific studies, (which after scope <_

find

God for the wisdom of those
i

I hear of small (tiny) congre­
gations hanging on to their
identity for grim death, hop­
ing against the evidence that
somehow the past will re­
peat itself, resisting change
as if the devil!

1 know nothing of the cir­
cumstances of this change,
but it looks like the handi­
work of God from here in
NSW. I pray that the minis-

200 words

Saying Thank You
To the Editor,The cover picture and cap-

Letters to a Travelling Companion

Coffee, Cake and. Pledges
Dear Daniel,

I was interested to hear that you have volunteered to be
a home visitor for the upcoming stewardship campaign
at your church. Well, I hope you have more success than
I did when our church went through the same process
some years ago. The number of pledges I was able to
collect was in inverse proportion to the amount of coffee
and cake I ingested at each visit. Mind you, I really
©pjoyed doing the visits. The trouble was that I always left
wi a very full stomach and a very empty hand, so to
spsok.

Part of the problem for me was that I was very
uncomfortable about making such a pledge myself, so I

rather reluctant to ask others to do something that
was not prepared to do. It seemed to me that the whole

process was turning the idea of making an offering as an
spa ° Y°rShip 111110 a bla-nd “business” transaction. It also
wnntli *"° Pe fooussed on money alone and did not
nil ti^Se the 03,11 f0I> Christians to be good stewards with
emnath resources (including time, energy, possessions,
cuipatny and so on).
sS?°^ed me tlle most was that we needed a

T^h P1,0^^ at all.
even hprt0?68?' 1 felt more than a uttle that 1
somethin^ prornPted to give my resources to
slon nftt? captivating and exciting as the mis-
PrtoX?wS’SPel °f JeSUS Chrlsfc- Surely’
the top of my hst^ °rder’ that would bS

describable, we must needs re-I
sort to symbols.

What matter then, if my gen-
eration envisages God’s abode

i in terms of pearly gates and
golden streets, while future

; generations may talk of micro­
waves and silicon chips? Will
they be any nearer the truth?
Just a little more confused,
maybe!

I Talkingrecentlywithaneld-
erly disciple now past coping

; with modem technology, we
i discussed our Christian hope

; I intermsof"theFather’shouse".
Saidshe: "It’ssomethingtolook
forward to, isn’t it?" And why
not?

—Marj Buckingham
(Oakleigh, Vic)

Roxburgh Park
Support

To the Editor,
Many readers will know that

the Sunbury, Vic, church has
planted a new church—the
Roxburgh Park Community

Church. In

try closes with a blessing on
December 10, and that the new
ministry builds firmly on the
gift that this church has passed
on. May it also be an example
to others in similar situations.

—Tony Sands
are other (Campbelltown, NSW)

'hich need When Language Fails
To the Editor,Of course, Gordon Stirling is
correct. ("AC" 18 November)
Science and technology have

over the last zu r___ long since demolished the old
tempted a review of theology idea of a three-tiered universe;
in the spirit of Gordon's pro- next to fall, the superb language
posal, but their writings have with which we have tradition-

•------ 1., ionnred and they J---- •-'<’1 cnir-

largeiy -been isolated within the

„.urch.A serious attempt, therefore, I
by a respected member of our >
church community, to conduct
a review of theology which a

21st cent—, ...
as compatible with continuing |
scientific sluJlcs, after
all are merely seeking to find
the truth about our natural
world) is perhaps one of the
greatest services we can offer
the church at this time.

—Colin R. Johnson
(Preston, Vic)

Congratulations to a
Courageous

Congregation
To the Editor,

How encouraging it was to
read of the decision by the I
Caulfield-Malvern church
("AC" 18 November) to allow
the closure of their ministry to
pave the way for a new minis­
try through the Indonesian
church.

Itmusthavetakengreatsoul-
searching, grace and courage
to bring to an end their identity
as a congregation. But praise

Letters are limited to years. Archimedes credited
200 WOrdS Aristarchus, 280-264 BC, with

the hypothesis that the earth
revolves around the sun in the
circumference of a circle.

The cover pt,.,—___ In reviewing theology  forour
tion of The Australian Christian times, however, I would sug-

for 4 November, of our friend, gest that there a.
Elva Hall, kneeling at the grave branches of science wl _.
of Colin Simper at Labuan War to be taken into account, for
Cemetery would be probably example, the principles of evo-
the most moving of your lution which have revolution-

'* "Knn"How I ised the study of biology.
Many eminent theologians

■— the last 70 years have at-

temp leu ain the spirit of Gordon's pro­
posal, but their writings have with wniu,been largely ignored and they ally clothed our deepest spir- ■

have been isolated within the itual concepts.church. But is all this just a matter of
------- - fv,orpforei semantics? Is it the failure of

our human language ad­
equately to express spiritual
verities? As Paul admits (2 Cor
12:4), we mortals have neither
the mental capacity nor the

of language to describe
the in-

'lc*SiX,raKp™toi’,y
the mosteditorship. Yourcaption"How -
Do You Say Thank You?" and
the picture say it all most elo- <

quently.How do you say thank you
in an adequate way, not only to
Colin Simper, but to all that
great host of young men, (and
heroic nurses) who died in two
world wars, but on our knees
and with tears?

Wilfred Owen, the English
poet who died in the closing
hours of World War I, speaks
of the "Pity of War" and of the
"Abraham" who took the knife
to slay his son and was pleaded
with to slay instead, the ram of
pride, but he would not, but
slayed the young men of Eu­
rope one by one. It is most fit­
ting that another young man of
England, Benjamin Britten, set
some of his poems to music
and produced War Requiem, a
fine and deeply moving work.
A fitting tribute.

However, when all is said
and done, the most satisfying
tribute we can bring is prob­
ably to hate war as a way of
handling conflict with all our
heart and commit our ways to
the Prince of Peace.

—Ken Dawson
(Brooklyn Park, SA)

Cosmology and the
Church

To the Editor,
I wholeheartedly support the

( AC" 18 November) propos­
ing that "we think through the
implications of our cosmology
for our theology" and might I
add that we include the begin-"
ning of our cosmos, also.

But I wouldn't hold my
breath waiting for the church
to respond. For thinking peo­
ple throughout the ages, the
idea of a flat earth has been
debunked for more than 2000

article by Gordon Stirling who lead the change. So often
_ < x ____ T owl'll! rnno-fP-

a npcernber
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International
Japanese Christians
Repent
Japanese Christians have is­
sued a statement repenting of
their country’s wartime atroci­
ties and for the failure to com­
pensate ex-prisoners of war
and others who suffered bru­
tality at the hands of the Impe­
rial Army. “We Japanese
Christians must repent from
the bottom of our hearts for
these sins," says the historic
declaration from church lead­
ers representing around
800,000 of Japan's more than
1 million Christians. The state­
ment, signed by the Japan
Roman Catholic Church, the
National Council of Churches,
evangelical groups and oth­
ers, expresses indignation at
the Japanese Government's
refusal to recognise its full re­
sponsibility to pay war repara­
tions.

World Refugees
The 1995 world refugee sur­
vey has found that there are
23 million refugees in the world
with another25 million people
internally displaced. (These
are people forced from their
homes but who remain in their
country.) Half of the world’s
refugees are in Africa, which
has only 10% of the world’s
population. Over 75% of refu­
gees are women and children.
Official Australian assistance
to international refugee agen­
cies is about $1 per head.

NZ Birth Figures
The latest figures from the
New Zealand Department of
Statistics show an increase in
the number of New Zealand
children bom to unmarried
parents and a reduction in the
number of live births. More
than one in three babies bom
in New Zealand do not have
married parents. The New
Zealand fertility rate is cur­
rently 2.06 (the replacement
level is 2.10 births/women).
New Zealand’s fertility rate first
dropped below the replace­
ment level in 1993.

us church Sizes
There are about 375,000
churches in the United States
with 100,000 of these having
an attendance of fewer than
50. Only about 300 churches
have an attendance in excess
of 2,000.

Letters to

January Matthew Salvador,
who is graduating from
Carlingford, will join the Sun­
bury ministry team. His respon­
sibilities will include develop­
ing a ministry infrastructure
and outreach into the commu­
nity so that the new church will
become self-sufficient within 12
months.

About seven weeks ago, I
mailed out over 100 letters to
churches, inviting pledges of
financial support for Roxburgh
Park for just one year. Our vi­
sion is to enable Matthew to
work full-time at the church
plant so that it can be self-suffi­
cient quickly, but we need help
to realise this. So far we have
received two replies, one prom­
ising support and one declin­
ing. With Matthew's arrival
imminent, I am issuing an ur­
gent plea to our churches to
respond so that we can plan
effectively. We really need your
support in this new initiative.

We want to honour Matthew
and his young family's sacrifi­
cial response to the call of
God—it is a huge faith deci­
sion. Sunbury has invested
every last dollar we have in this
project, choosing to do without
buildings and equipment in
order to extend the Kingdom.
While writing this letter, I re­
ceived a phone call from the
Sunbury Baptist minister in­
forming me that their congre­
gation voted to pledge us
monthly support for Roxburgh
for one year! How exciting! Will
you join us too? Please call me
urgently if you can help in any
way.

Thank you for those who are
praying for this new work, we
need you too!

(Office (03) 9740 8799, home
9740 9145, fax (03) 9740 6799).

—Milton Oliver
(Sunbury, Vic)

Leadership
To the Editor,

I congratulate Kim Thoday
on his willingness to take on
the "powers that be", in his
searching article "Leadership
in Churches of Christ". He has
done the hard work in strug­
gling with the Scriptures to es­
tablish a Christian and Biblical
model for leadership and re­

the Editor

sisted the temptation to grab at
contemporary models from the
business and political world
and to try and justify them with
selective texts. He has also
given credibility to his article
with his lifestyle and ministry
among the poor.

As a senior minister (but not
one of the senior ministers) I
express regret that Kim's arti­
cle was not allowed to stand on
its own merits by the Literature
Department.

I hope that in future, the
"Kims" of our churches will be
free to publish, without some­
one considering a defence is
necessary. —Gerald Rose

(Southern Community, Vic)

D.A. Ewers
To the Editor,

The tone of voice used when
making a statement can change
the meaning of the words.
When written, it is hard to know
if statements are serious or said
with a chuckle.

In his article on eschatology
("AC" 2 December), Ronald
Graham quotes my grandfa­
ther, D.A. Ewers, as arguing in
1896 that the "apostles used
neither bicycles nor gold fill­
ings in their teeth" and there­
fore neither should we.

My mother, Mrs Nettie
Lewis, was still living at home
with her father when he died in
1915 and later told me lovingly
many serious or amusing ac­
counts of D.A. Ewers. He was
certainly reluctant to use organ
music in the communion serv­
ice, but accepted it years before
he died. He was wary of thea­
tres and dancing, but there is
no family teaching on fillings
and bicycles.

D.A. Ewers was a witty man
and liked a joke. For example,
when he returned from
America in 1910, he wrote an
article called "The Faults of
American Disciples" in which
he listed 13 faults he had found
there: Sometimes people ar­
rived ata service after the start­
ing time; congregations had
more women than men; the
majority of members left the
work to the few; some only
went to service once on the
Lord's day, etc. While out­
wardly pointing at faults in

American churches, he was re­
ally making an amusing com­
ment on life in the Australian
churches in 1910 (and perhaps
some are still relevant today).

It is amazing how refreshing
many of the writings of D.A.
Ewers still seem after almost
100 years, although of course
there have many changes of
thought.

I felt I had to comment on the
"bicycles and gold fillings"
statement. It was a statement in
jest! —Laurel Moore

(Elizabeth, SA)

Sexual Urges
To the Editor,

I am greatly encouraged to
read the words of wisdom writ­
ten by "Pastor Salt" ("AC" 2
December).

However, may I add an ad­
dendum to Pastor Salt's wise
advice. I would like to include
just two words after the word
"philosophy", and these are
"and politicians".

It is most gratifying to note
that Pastor Salt has touched on
this important issue in the lives
of all of us who are parents, as
well as the lives of the children
we care for.

I am sure that members liv­
ing in the Brisbane area must
surely have read the regular
leading articles written by Pe­
ter Cavanagh, a journalist of
the Brisbane Courier Mail. Pe­
ter's articles have appeared sev­
eral times, he has become "the
knight in shining armour" con­
demning the Cleo article, and
making the point that it is the
God-given right of parents to
nurture and raise their children
in the way they (the parents)
choose—without interference
from the elements referred to
by Pastor Salt.

I think the churches in gen­
eral, (this includes Churches of
Christ), are not in the forefront I
on this serious issue—pride of '
place belongs to the RSL. I am ,
still hopeful that the Christian
community as a whole will
"gird its loins" and take up the ■
challenges which Major "Dig- '
ger" James says is "the prob­
lems of which are presently I
tearing our country apart". ,

—Robert (Jock) Scott
(Curtin, ACT)
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You pay.
They give.

We administer.
Then we all can have a

happy Christmas.

Notice Board
Withit Church of

Christ
This Christmas ...

Give our
Offering Gift Voucher!

Treasures From Heaven CD-ROM
(Shareware) (available from Koorong Christian Bookstores)

This is a most disappointing CD-ROM. There are a few treas
ures, but it is one of the most right-wing collections I have ever
seen. It includes a large number of articles by Americans who
believe the King James Version is the only divinely inspired Bible
and who believe that you can correct the Greek, by comparing it
with the KJV!

Most of the material is quite old and there seems to be a lot of
duplication on the disk.

The Bible helps are available in a better form elsewhere and are
only a little more expensive than this. If you want to read some
incredibly bitter sermons (one of which says that men are the only
ones who have achieved anything in the history of the world and
that women are incapable of doing anything but bearing chil­
dren!), then you should have a great time!

If you want a copy of one of those old poems from your past,
such as "If Jesus Came to Your House", or "The Touch of the
Master's Hand", there are a few of those old gems. But they are
mixed in with programs that don't work, or are very disappoint­
ing when you go to the trouble of copying them onto a disk.

It's a great idea, but things seem to have been randomly
shovelled onto a disk from any Christian-soundingbulletinboard.
There was a good collection of light bulb jokes, including one off-
colour one (I wonder how that slipped through?) eg How many
gorillas does it take to change a light bulb? Only one, but he'll use
up a whole box of globes to do it!

Koorong have a lot of good software ... but this is not one of
them! —David McKay

Music
Journey Along the Road
by Dave Diprose (Slingshot
Music SMD279502) S27.95.

Dave Diprose is a singer/song-
writer/guitarist who has been
performing as a solo artist and in
bands for over 20 years. He has
been involved in bands and in a
music ministry that includes per­
forming at the first YFC Hap-
pening and the Kairos events in Canberra and Adelaide.
F Dave's performances are built on his strong rhythm playing,
primarily on acoustic guitar. His music has some variety and
features styles, such as early Rock'n'Roll, Bluegrass, Western
Swing and old fashioned Country. This CD has a definite country
feel and readers with a taste for this style of music would enjoy

this CD. I,
The material is all original and in most of the songs he tells

stories of Australians and their struggles and dreams. Many of
the songs are about travelling or those who travel. The lyrics are
not overtly religious, although careful listening gives insight into
Dave's relationship with God.

As a person who grew up in Wynyard, Tas, I have to agree with
Dave when his album notes on the last track "In My Father's
Time" he comments, "My favourite place in this whole earth is the
North West coast of Tasmania".

If not available in Christian bookshops, then contact Slingshot
Music, 1 /354 Belmore Rd, Balwyn East Vic 3129. Phone (03) 9857
5211 or contact Dave Diprose himself on (03) 9551 5874. —CRA

Sing A New Song:
worship Songs for
Australian Churches
Executive Producer and Song­
writer Peter Mangold (Sing a
New Song Publications). $24.95.

Melbourne songwriter (and a
member of The Patch, Vic,
church) Peter Mangold pub­
lished a song book Sing A. New
Song in 1992. These were based
on the lectionary for the year and
contained 59 original songs based
on the Scripture readings and included material for both congre­
gational singing and individual performances.

On this CD, sixteen of these songs have been performed by
artiste Salvation Jane, Roma, Helen Wiersman, Kathy Johnston
Rod Davies Janine Maunder and Kairos. Each of these artists
have offered their own interpretation of these worship songs

I capped m 8°Spel f° >ZZ'bIues t0 ragti™ a

I ar mT6 inteTStlng tracks-1 must admit that in most
cases would have preferred the presentation to be a little more

I Wlth ™re Several tracks could be usTd at
I pecial services, such as communion, baptisms and at Christ™

mJenteStlnJ y'the mujOrity Of the material is based on New Sa
ment readings, with only five being based solelv or in ,.
readings from the Psalms. 8 lety or in part on
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Books
Gentle Darkness
Edited by Rowland Croucher
(Albatross Books) $22.95.

I ha ve rarely been so moved
and uplifted by a devotional
book asby this one. Every page
is a delight. Loosely based
around the agonies of Job and
the darkness that filled his
soul, the 52 studies by 40 dif­
ferent contributors look at the
positive aspects of darkness:
its mystery, the gentle light in
darkness, the gentle recreation
beyond darkness and the gen­
tleempowering through dark­
ness. In every devotional,
there is a selection of Bible
passages, a brief exposition of
the topic, a wide selection of
relevant readings from mod­
em and traditional Christian
writing, a prayer and a ben­
ediction. There is a high literary standard throughout and a wide
cross-section of sources from poets, novelists, statesmen, opera,
biography, theology and life. This is truly food for the searching
soul. —Beverley White.

A Life worth Living
by Nicky Gumbel (Kingsway Publications) $9.95.

Searching Issues
by Nicky Gumbel (Kingsway Publications) $10.95.

These two books provide an excellent resource for Christians
and those interested in what Christianity is all about. The author,
Nicky Gumbel, read law at Cambridge and theology at Oxford.
He practised as a barrister and is now ordained and on the staff
of Holy Trinity Brompton in the UK.

Nicky G umbel's writing style is friendly and his argument easy
to follow and interesting, with good use being made of headings
within chapters. Humour is injected into the text of both books by
the use of engaging line drawings, and all quotations are fully
annotated.

He gives examples from life to illustrate the points he makes
and quotes widely from other sources, such as the writings of
respected authors like C.S. Lewis, John Stott and others and from
current newspapers and magazines.

In the preface to A Life Worth Living the author states that the
book is designed "to introduce, in a simple and practical way, a
key letter in the New Testament to those who are starting the
Christian life and beginning to read the Bible. It is intended to be
read in conjunction with the Bible passages, either by an indi­
vidual or as a group study, with one person preparing the Bible
study using thebook as a resource." The letter referred to is Paul's
to the Philippians.

The title of the second book, Searching Issues gives a clue to its
intention. It explores issues which are commonly raised by non­
Christians and also need to be understood by Christians. The
topics covered are: Suffering, Other Religions, Sex Before Mar­
riage, The New Age, Homosexuality, Science and Christianity
and The Trinity.

These books are good value for Christians at all stages of faith,
but especially good for new Christians. The writing style and 

content makes them very good to use as gifts for young people—
mid-teens upwards.

—Zillah Williams

George Herbert: A Portrait
by Nick Page (Monarch) $16.95.

There must be something special about a poet whose works are
still available in many editions 350 years after his death. How­
ever, though his poetry is so well known, few know much about
the man, George Herbert.

A biography was written of him at the time of his death by Izaak
Walton but, although this has been the standard work on Herbert
in the years since, Nick Page points out time and again how
Walton is careless with his facts and more interested in hagiogra­
phy than in accurate biography. For example, Walton claims that
Herbert met and married Jane Danvers in only three days. There
exists documentary evidence that this was not so.

George Herbert died of tuberculosis just short of his 40th
birthday. In that short lifetime he had crammed a variety of
careers: diplomat, orator of Cambridge University, member of
Parliament and royal courtier.

He was frail in body but robust in spirit, as attested by his
surviving writings, particularly his poetry in which we can trace
his personal search for fulfilling faith. The happiest and most
serene years of his life were the last four, beginning with his
marriage to Jane and ending with his three years as vicar of
Bemerton. In this latter place his wrote The Country Parson, a
handbook on ministry based heavily on his own experiences.
This, and a major collection of his poems under the title. The
Temple, were published after his death.

For me, this book was not an easy read. It is full of names, places
and datesand some of the author's allusions assume a knowledge
that at least this reader did not possess. However, Nick Page has
clearly researched his subject most thoroughly, making this an
important resource for anyone seeking information about the life
and times of George Herbert.

—Alan Williams

Thereby Hangs a Tale
By Penelope Wilcock (Kingsway Publications) S18.95.

Penelope Wilcock is a Methodist circuit preacher, prison visitor
and secretary for the church's Division of Social Responsibility in
England. She is a very good storyteller. There are eight longer and
three shorter stories in this book. The subjects are varied and all
of them make fascinating reading.

But the purpose of the book is not the stories themselves.
Wilcock's first purpose is to focus on the "people of the darkness".
The people who never darken the doors of a church and from
whom the church tends to withdraw in distaste or embarrass­
ment.

Another purpose is to introduce various theological themes
and issues. For instance, one story focuses on the humanity of
Jesus, another on the finding of forgiveness and healing in sacra­
mental relationships.

The book concludes with study notes for each of the longer i
stories, giving full outlines for studies which would each take a
two-hour session to complete. Alternatively, the stories could be I
used as the basis for talks or sermons.

If you buy this book, you will enjoy the stories, but you
probably won't agree with some of the theological positions
Wilcock takes. She is a strong advocate, for example, of "nonsex­
ist" language. And she makes comparisons between the church's
attitude to homosexuals and the story of the Good Samaritan.

Australian distributors are Christian Marketing Communica­
tions.

—Alan Williams
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Bush Christmas

• (L to R) James Cutler, Daniel Misson (Joseph) Rebecca
de Jager (Mary) and Sarah Kbnig

piarkhurn's Christmas musical

On Christinas Eve at 10:15 am,
the children at the Blackbum,
Vic, church will perform the
musical play "Bush Christ­
mas".

Director Rosemary Konig
says that the play has an Aussie
outback setting.

Two children, played by
James Cutierand Sarah Konig,
are camping under the stars on
Christmas Eve.

They imagine that Jesus was
bom in Australia instead of Is­
rael.

About 60 children from both
the Sunday School and "Kids
and Co" Club are participat­
ing, dressed as angels, drovers
and various Australian ani­
mals.

Australian carols will be per­
formed.

Robyn Waters has trained a

Eye W
©©■fiaoD
Volunteers with an eye for de­
tail are needed by The Austral­
ian Christian as proof readers
for each edition. The commit­
ment is to spend from 9.00 am
- 2.00 pm on each second Mon­
day for the 22 issues each year.
If you have good reading and
language skills and can partici­
pate on a regular basis, there
could be a place for you in the
team. Contact the office in Berry
St, North Essendon for details.
Telephone (03) 93791219.

group of young ballerinas to
dance as angels.

Admission is free, but an of­
fering will be received.

   

$20.00

$8.00

$8.00

$20.00
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Cost
♦ Tapes from Spring Conference $8.00/$70.00

Complete set of addresses by Martin Robinson, Michael Frost, Russell Fragar and Larry Galbraith.
(Audio—$5.00 per tape (9 tapes) + $3-00 postage. Video $70.00—set of 9 addresses, includes postage.)

+ Tape Resource: “How to Improve your Church’s Income” (by Ted Keating) $8.00
This tape will pay for itself in the first 3 minutes of listening.

-16 pecenit>er199

(all three $30.00)
$18.00

Prepare for 1996! 'tSi
WollongonG  WollongonG
Church of Christ ReSOUTCeS from the WollOngOUg ChwTClh (Dir (Cmimist Church OF Christ

Qty

to. WoBon^mgChurchof Christ, O’Briens Road, Figtree NSW 2525.

Cheques should be made out to Wolln 2' FaX ^°^2^ 28 3828.
Name:  n8°ng Church of Christ (Add $3.00 for postage & packaging).

Address:  

$20.00 O
were compart

£l}WMonej^^ enclosed.

A CD of original music and arrangements by musicians from the Wollongong
Church of Christ. Great music, great variety. This will inspire your musicians.

♦ Sermon Resources (by Ted Keating)
“Mark’s Gospel Comes Alive.”
A series of sermons from Mark’s Gospel, with study notes, discussions and
questions for small groups. An excellent pre-Easter sermon/study series.
“Discover Joy”
A series of seven sermons on Phillippians.
“God Calling”
A sermon series that examines the calls of some of the great leaders in the Bible into ministry.

+ Young Adult Ministry
Two churches with successful young adult ministries (Blackbum, Vic, and Wollongong, NSW) were
to see what are the ingredients for a successful young adult ministry. This extensive research paper will
lenge and stimulate your own church as it thinks of relating to these age groups. -



Australia
Largest Welfare
organisations
In a recent listing of the 50
largest community social wel­
fare organisations the largest
was the Australian Red Cross
with the Salvation Army next.
Ranked at 15 was Churches
of Christ Care in Queensland.
They ranked higher than the
Sydney City Mission, the
Brotherhood of St Lawrence
and The Smith Family.

Theological Essay Award
40 entries were received for the
first Open Book/Beacon Hill
Books Theological Essay Award.
The undergraduate section was
won by Kathie Chan for an es­
say entitled “Issues Arising from
the Cain and Abel Saga" and the
postgraduate section by Chris­
topher Knauf for an essay enti­
tled “Heidegger's Questionable
Gift: Doubting the God of Meta­
physics”. The essays were as­
sessed by a committeeof judges,
first in particular disciplines such
as Biblical Studies and Church
History, and then in the two cat­
egories of undergraduate and
postgraduate awards.

Family Prayers
The family that prays together
does not necessarily stay to­
gether, a national study by the
Seventh Day AdventistChurch
has found. The study, involv­
ing more than 1,000 Seventh
Day Adventists, also found that
families where a rigid and dog­
matic approach to religion is
practised are likely to be less
happy than those where reli­
gion is practised voluntarily.
The results suggest that where
religion liberates an individual
it will continue to be a produc­
tive and empowering aspect of
family life.

Government Allocation
for NCCA
The National Council of
Churches in Australia has re­
ceived an allocation of
$225,000 from the Australian
Government to go towards
development and peace initia­
tives in the Middle East. At the
Christmas Bowl Appeal launch
in Sydney, Australian church
leaders made a strong call for
the peace initiatives in the Mid­
dle East to continue and
pledged the continued support
of all the churches to work to­
wards peace in that region.

News

DTflM Major (grto
Role must be re-evaluated says ex-Director
"Industrial chaplains face cru­
cial choice between counselling
and mission," said Bishop
Richard Randerson, Assistant
Bishop of Canberra and
Goulburn, in addressing an
ITIM (Inter-Church Trade and
Industry Mission) staff train­
ing event in NSW.

In both Australia and New
Zealand, industrial chaplains
are under pressure on two
fronts—from secularised work
forces who want counsellors
rather than chaplains and from
competing service providers
who offer counselling services
to workplaces.

Bishop Randerson was the
first director of ITIM in Auck­
land in the 1970s and has kept
up his interest in the church's
mission to industry, govern­
ment and commerce.

Faced with such pressures,
ITIM might become no differ­
ent from any secular service
provider and in the process lose
its distinctive sense of Chris­
tian mission in the workplace.
That mission does not require
some crusading zeal to impose
religion on captive audiences,
but it does reflect the compas­
sionate and incarnational pres­
ence of Jesus Christ. That pres­
ence allows for both pastoral

and prophetic consequences.
Pastorally, the chaplain is

well-placed to be of assistance
to staff in terms of personal
counselling and welfare assist­
ance. Doubtless, it is this func­
tion which employers seek and
pay for and which secular com­
petitors in the field now emu­
late. Butifchaplainsallow their
role to be reduced to that of
counsellor only, they might as
well vacate the field to their
secular counterparts, said
Bishop Randerson.

By their regular presence and
independent status, chaplains
develop a deep insight into the
ethos and dynamics of a
workplace. From that position
they are often able to reflect
with decision-makers on such
matters as internal communi­
cations, teamwork, or other
employee concerns in a way
which can lead to constructive
improvement.

Drawing on the experience
of chaplains across a wide range
of workplaces, ITIM can de­
velop a prophetic role through
reflection and research, lead­
ing to submissions on crucial
issues such as redundancy and
unemployment, enterprisebar­
gaining, or consultative styles
of management.

Chaplains are also well-
placed to raise questions about
corporate goals and values—
how well does this enterprise
value its staff? how well does it
serve its client base? Is it envi­
ronmentally friendly in its op­
eration? Is integrity a prime
commitment in all its dealings
or does a self-serving pragma­
tism prevail?

ITIM has a key role in ena­
bling Christian laity in the
workplace to reflect upon the
vocational and ethical dimen­
sions of their employment. All
too often the ministry of the
laity has been construed by the
church in terms of what laity
do in church on Sundays. The
much more significant task of
integrating faith with daily life
and work has been largely ig­
nored. ITIM can be at the fore­
front in rectifying this failure.

Bishop Randerson suggested
thatlTIMstoodatamajorcross-
roads. It could either reaffirm
its broad concept of Christian
mission in tine workplace and
develop strategies that gave
expression to this multi-faceted
approach. Or else it would be­
come merely another player in
the narrow counselling field.

—Anglican News
(Canberra and Goulburn) 

©reams ©eta® c§@siOiis@£!]
Vic/Tas Aborigines News
Department members travelled
north in October to visit the
Lavington (North Albury)
Koori church and also the
Wagga Wagga, NSW, fellow­
ship.

After a very early start from
Melbourne on Saturday, there
was time for a short business
meeting before lunch, which
was provided by the Lavington
ladies.

We were then driven by mini­
bus to the Wagga Wagga prop­
erty; approximately 20 acres |
about 13 km from Wagga. Pas- ■
tor Ivan Williams, son-in-law
of Lavington pastor Cecil
G rant, is currently planning the 

development of a facility for
the rehabilitation of young
Aboriginal first offenders.

In conjunction with Com­
monwealth Government de­
partments, there is a proposal
to offer residential care under
supervision to 6-12 young peo­
ple, rather than a prison term.
While in residence, a learning
program will be put into op­
eration to give them various
work skills.

Government finance has al­
ready been approved and, with
the building of two accommo­
dation houses, this vital work
will get under way early in 1996.

On Sunday, we attended the

church service at Lavington,
which was lead by Pastor Cec
Grant, and returned home with
the knowledge that the vision
of Ivan and others is to be real­
ised..

Much preliminary work has
been put into the planning for
the March 1996 deputation in
Victoria, when FAB director
Avon Moyle, along with wife
Deslee and three Aboriginal
pastors, will be visiting
churches all over the state.

The Department is looking
for a three-bedroom house in
the metropolitan area to be used |

! as a base by the fix e WA visi­
tors through most of March. If
anyone can help in this way,
please let the Department know

j by ringing (03) 9755 2691.
—Betty Bantow j
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Back On in Sydney
Festival 96 to continue
Following the announcement

■ of the cancellation of all plans
I for "Festival '96 with Billy
I Graham" in Sydney ("AC" 2
i December), it has now been
i decided to continue with plans
1 fortheFestivalbecauseofwider

Christian interest.
The original program was

cancelled when it was an­
nounced that Dr Billy Graham

I could not travel to New Zea­
land or Australia early nextyear
on theadvice of his doctors and
also because of his wife Ruth's
medical condition.

Following the cancellation,
it was realised that there had
been much preparation, inter­
church unity, training of coun­

sellors and the need to seek the
Lord in the situation.

In Sydney a new executive
group are working on chang­
ing plans to make the event
more of an evangelical out­
reach.

The new program includes
plans for an evangelist, possi­
bly Franklin Graham, Billy
Graham's son, to speak at the
events, most of which will be
held in Parramatta Park.

They are planning an evan­
gelistic meeting in St Andrew's
Ca thedral on 5 March, with the
School of Evangelism on 6 and
7 March, and the weekend of
activities at Parramatta Park
starting on 8 March.

[FaODawship & ChaDDsm®®
Eyre Peninsula Women's Camp
Redcliffs, surrounded by a
golden wheatcrop to the south,
natural vegetation to the west,
rocks and cliffs to the east and
sparkling sea to the north, wel­
comed 20 ladies for the Eyre
Peninsula Women's Camp (3-
4 November).

Dorothy Jacobs from
Goolwa was study leader, her
theme being "Find your vision
make it happen!"

Although the camp began on
Friday evening, the main focus
was on the studies throughout
Saturday, interspersed with
singing, meals and a non-alco­
holic drink-tasting. Millie
Barton gave a brief talk on the
National Gathering, she was
the only one from Eyre Penin­
sula who attended. It was a
great time of fellowship and
challenge. —Daphne Cartmel 

CWF Sing-A-Long
Nostalgic musical afternoon
CWF at Launceston, Tas, held
a nostalgic musical afternoon
on 8 November, when the
church's pipe organ "talked"
under the hands of organist Jan
Fulton. After a musical prel­
ude that would have made the
rafters ring (if we had any),
Leonie Cripps led what was an
afternoon of memories for the
older church members who
now mostly form the CWF.

We sang six Alexander
hymns including "Out of the
Ivory Palaces" and "I Come to
the Garden Alone".

Four members of an earlier
traditional church choir sang 

two of the old anthems.
June Younger sang the old

favourite, "What a Friend we
have in Jesus" to a newer tune.

The singing was interspersed
with readings—some comic, by
Leonie—all related to the mu­
sical theme and more organ
music.

—P. Harrison

DIAL FOR
NEW HOPE
(03) 11610

Northern
RSveirs
Training
The Ministry Centre concept of
the Churches of Christ in NSW
Theological College isexpand-
ing to the Northern Rivers dis­
trict of NSW in 1996 and is
being met with a high level of
interest from prospective full
and part-time students in the
area.

Roger Foletta, minister of
Ballina District church, is the
initial Coordinator, supported
by a committee consisting of
representatives from Lismore,
Tweed Heads, Inverell, Suf­
folk Park and Murwillumbah
churches.

Lecturers from the other min­
istry centres will initially travel
to present modules and some
subjects will be offered in se­
mester format. Trainees from
all church backgrounds will be
able to study without moving
away from home and can un­
dertake part-time or full-time
study for the Diploma of Min­
istry and/or the Bachelor of
Theology. For the modules, the
face-to-face time will be over
four days, with pre-module
reading, post-module assign­
ments and practical church
work.

The Centre is based on the
instruction-action-reflection
model, which means that prac­
tical, down-to-earth, people-
centred ministry involvement
is a must for anyone taking part
in the full-time Diploma/Bach-
elor of Theology course. Train­
ees undertake supervised min­
istry within the life of a church,
possibly their home church.

Specialised training will be
available in pastoral and youth
ministry. People who are study­
ing the Bachelor of Theology
full-time may be eligible for
Austudy, because the course is
accredited with the Sydney
College of Divinity.

For further information, en­
rolment details, handbook and
application form, contact Roger
Foletta, 60 Antrim St, EAST
BALLINA NSW 2478 or phone
(066) 86 8988 or (015) 1234 34
(mobile).
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international
Logo Recognition
In a survey of 7,000 people in
six countries, nine well-known
logos were presented for un­
aided identification. The best
known of all are the five linked
rings of the Olympic move­
ment (92% recognition) The
Shell and McDonald’s logos
were each recognised by
88%. The cross was correctly
identified by 54%, while 36%
recognised the United Na­
tions symbols. Specialist re­
search firms in Australia,
Germany, India, Japan, the
United Kingdom and’ the
United States carried out the
interviews. The Anglican
Bishop of Manchester,
Christopher Mayfield, com­
mented: "The Olympic move­
ment, Shell and McDonald’s
have a worldwide vision, so
they are to be congratulated
on getting their message
across the world. Christianity
also has a worldwide vision,
but we have not been so suc­
cessful in communicating the
faith and we have got to do
better.”

Nepal Growth
Nepal has a population of
just over 20 million which is
growing at an annual rate of
just over 2%. 89% of the
people of Nepal are Hindu
and less than 1% are Chris­
tians, however the church in
Nepal is growing at an an­
nual rate of over 13%. There
are less than 600 mission
workers in Nepal (1 for every
31,000 people) and there are
currently 150 Nepali mission
workers (1 for every 700
Christians).

Bangladeshi Threats
Fazlul Haque Amini, leader
of the Bangladeshi Muslim
fundamentalist group "Peer
of Charmoni”, has threatened
to launch a nationwide cam­
paign to deport all foreign
Christian missionaries unless
the government agrees
eject a group of Korean mis­
sionaries. The Inquilab daW
newspaper has accused
rean missionaries of entering
Bangladesh on tourist vi
and conducting evangelism
activities throughout the P
dominantly Muslim cou 9/
There are currently some
Korean missionaries residing

in Bangladesh.
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° The new worship centre of the Bayswater, Vic
church. It was opened recently free of debt as a
result of the sacrificial work and giving of the church
over a period of 12 years. It was deeply regretted that
Reg Combridge, who had given leadership and
inspiration regarding the building project during
those years, was unable to attend the official opening
because of illness.

TtelfiteJfW Tin®

iewo (geDeCara^Doifi)
Anniversary and opening of new centre

Remembrance Day program in Tasmania
On 22 November, the members
of the Launceston CWF, to­
gether with several visitors,
shared in a special Remem­
brance Day program.

The focus was on the Royal
Australian Navy, but includ­
ing the other spheres of the
armed forces.

The day served as a tribute to
the men of our church w'ho had
been engaged in wartime serv­
ices, some of whom were
present.

The singing of the hymn
"Eternal Father, Strong to
Save", opened the program.

Then Albert Porterand John
Piper shared stories of how
they came to enter into service
with the Royal Australian
Navy. The also shared other
experiences, highlighted by in­
teresting photographs and
proudly displayed memora­
bilia.

The reading of "Tire Sailor's
Psalm" followed by "A Re­
membrance Prayer", ended a
very meaningful time.

Jim Harrison (ex Army)
moved an emotional vote of
thanks for the speakers.

—J. Madder

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
of

the Hawthorn Church of Christ
(formerly Cottonville)

42 Angas Road, Hawthorn
Sunday 28th July 1996

Register your interest by contacting
Graham Knight: 31 Morlane Avenue

PANORAMA SA 5041
Phone: (08) 374 0337

Names and addresses of former members and friends
as well as memorabilia appreciated.

»A view of the “tin shed" in its original state and an
inside view of the completed stage one

26 November 1995 was a dual I
celebration for the Castlemaine
church. First, the 125th anni­
versary was celebrated and,
second, the official opening of
stage one of the new Blakeley
Rd Worship Centre. This latter
celebration was certainly the
highlight of the church's year.

The Church of Christ in
Castlemaine, Vic, was formed
when Frank Illingworth from
the Bendigo church met with
five Castlemaine residents on 1
December 1870. Services were
held in the Rechabite Hall. On
lOJanuary 1892, thechurch met
for the first time in its own
chapel in Campbell St, under
the leadership of Duncan Mac-
allister.

What was originally a roof
truss factory' cum building sup­
plies outlet has, over the past
12 months, been converted into
a worship centre. The end re­
sult is certainly a tribute to all
who laboured so sacrificially to
get the job done.

The service was an inspira­
tion. About 200 attended. Prior
to the service commencing,
John Wilson, a memberofScot-
tish descent, played a selection
of old hymns on the bagpipes.

Special greetings came from
John Evans, representing the
Commissioners of Mt Alexan­
der Shire, and Allan Emmett,
representingConference. Some
of the trades people and hard­
ware store owners who had
contributed to the construction
also attended. A special pres­
entation was made to Barry
Ward who, as Project Overseer,
had devoted many' months to
ensuring the task was com­
pleted. Expressions of thanks
were made to all who had con­
tributed in some way.

The singing was rousing and
the men's choir excelled. Barry
Ward had theprivilegeoflead-
ing around the Lord's Table.

At the conclusion of the serv­
ice, a special anniversary cake
was cut by Allan Shehan, a
grandson of Duncan Macal-
lister. Following the service, an
afternoon tea was enjoyed by
all and the opportunity was
given to look at die various his­
torical displays.

Landscaping work still needs
to be done and stage two still
lies before us. However, this is
a challenge and, with God's
help, we will respond.

—Ian Jones
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BIRTHS

CLUN Louis and Cathy announce
the safe arrival of their new daugh­
ter Esther Jennifer on 31 October.
A little sister for Rachel, Joseph
and Benjamin.
EARL (SOUTH) Stephen and
Deborah are pleased to announce
the arrival of Tara Jade at West
Gippsland Hospital, 3 December.
Granddaughter for Lyn and Ray
Earl, and Jey South. Great-grand­
daughter for Joan Peterson.

APPROACHING MARRIAGES

ROBERTS—POPOWSKI Eleanor
and Ian with Judy and Ivan (dec)
are very happy to announce that
Meagan and Marcus will be mar­
ried on 27 January 1996at Smithton
Christian Fellowship, Tasmania.
We wish them every blessing for
the future.

DEATHS

HOUSEBOAT 'White Heron" 8-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5250 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
RHYLL, PHILLIP ISLAND Holiday
house available Christmas holi­
days. Accommodates 5 people. All
modern conveniences. Gas barbe­
cue area. Shady garden setting.
Phone (03) 9802 3514.
SUNSHINE COAST Home, tropi­
cal garden and pool, 5 min beach &
fishing. Avail 27 Dec2 weeks. Sleep
2 adults & up to 3 children. S250 dbl
pw, S300 family. Also B&B avail­
able Brisbane. Phone (07) 3372
9695 or (018) 159 829.
| - (Hopjacagip |

DONCASTER/TEMPLESTOWE
area. Cleaning, ironing, child-mind­
ing, shopping for elderly, meals
preparation, etc. (03) 9846 1002.

FOR RENT . ?

BRUCE (FORDHAM) Bertha.
Passed away on 19 November
1995, aged 86 years, in the gentle
and caring environment of
Betheden. Sister of Albert, Lilian,
Elsie, Edie, Will, Millie and Stan (all
dec). Loving wife of Bill (dec).
Mother of Ian and Annette, mother-
in-law of Joan and Bob. Nanna of
Marcus, Julia, Kylie and Glenn. Our
memories are of a generous loving
mother and Nanna. God has you
now safely in his keeping. Rest
peacefully special lady.

IN MEMORIAM

GOLDSWORTHY Loving memo­
ries of our parents, Reginald
(12.1.41) and Amelia (2.1.54). Till
we meet again.
SMITH Jack (14.12.86). In remem­
brance of my beloved husband.
“Till the day dawns and we see our
Saviour face to face.”

—Dorothy
FOR SALE

350 TIMELESS BEST SELLERS
YOU CAN REPRINT AND SELL.
Complete text of all 350 on Win­
dows CD ROM. Just S99. Phone
1800 67 6598. Visa/BC/MC/D/AE.

HOLIDAYS

FREMANTLE, WA Bethel Guest
House. Short walk to town,

' beaches, esplanade. From S20 pp
| twin, includes light breakfast. Phone
: (09) 335 4656. Host Bob Fairman. ;
“GUMTIPS” BED AND BREAK­
FAST offers you a private double
room with en suite and cooked i
breakfast. Guest lounge with full- :

billiard table. Quiet bush set-
at Grantville (20 minutes from
•p Island) S85 per double. Les
"ran Peters (056) 78 8384.

RESERVOIR Comfortable two-
bedroom accommodation avail­
able, January to July 1996, for rea­
sonable rental in exchange for care
of furnished unit. Close to shops
and Reservoir Station. Phone (03)
9460 7157 or 9435 8790.

RETIREMENT OPPORTUNITY

COME TO KANIVA! Good cheap
housing, ample water and fresh
country air, half-way between Mel­
bourne and Adelaide on the West­
ern Highway. Friendly Church of
Christ and five other churches.
Amenities comprise a hospital,
nursing home, aged units, doctor,
dentist, physio, optometry and
Senior Citizens centre. Centrally
located shopping. Sporting facili­
ties include bowls, golf and tennis.
Other features are bush walks,
country drives and lake fishing.
For more information phone Paul
Bauer (053) 92 2301, Doug Thom­
as (053) 92 2373 or Harold
Wheaton (053) 92 2628 (Reverse
charges if necessary). Or write to
Doug Thomas, 34 Commercial St,
Kaniva Vic 3419.

November Solution

ACROSS

3Zedekiah towards
Arabah (Jer 39)

4 Descendant of Canaan (Gen
10)

7 Give thanks in all of these (1
Thess 5)

11 Some of the disciples were
these

13 Type of ship Paul sailed in Acts
28

15 Particle (used 4,006 times)
17 Adjective describing liars (1 Tim

4)
21 What sluggard can learn from

(Prov 6)
22 Gift to the prodigal (Luke 15)
23 Three gates on this side (Rev

21)

Have you thought of helping

“The Australian Christian”
In its ministry among

Churches of Christ?

Why not include us in your will?
The following wording could be used
in your will:
I give and bequeath S (or a
percentage of the total estate) to
“The Australian Christian", the na­
tional journal of Churches of Christ
in Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and tes­
tamentary expenses.

DOWN

1 King
2 Galatians told to stand 

(Gal 5)
3 Personal pronoun used 9,660

times
5 The Most Holy Place was the

room of the Temple
6 Colour of one of the horses in

Revelation
8 Not to be done with the edges of

the beard (Lev 19)
9 Saul’s attendant commented:

“See, an evil spirit from God is
you" (1 Sam 16)

10 Title for Jesus in Revelation
12 In a vision Daniel was beside

this (Dan 8)
14 God will of boughs (Isa 10)
16 Fear the Lord and  evil

(Prov 3)
18 Personal pronoun used 1,200x
19 An expanse sparkled like this

(Ezekl)
20 KJV word for donkey

llnEc’n’Dmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street
Mitcham 3132

Phone and Fax:
(03) 9874 8101
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commissioning Service

commissioned for his task at
the Glen Waverley, Vic, church
on 12 November. Dean Phelan
the department Chairman wel- '
corned leaders and church rep- ■
resentatives to what he de­
scribed as a significant appoint­
ment.

Alan commences his new
task after some seven years of
ministry with the South Mel-
bourne congregation. During
that time the church grew from
under 20 attenders to well over
100. Two new church plants
have been initiated and the
South Melbourne property has
been completely remodelled
and a second storej' added. In
the last three years, Alan has
served with the Department as
the Director of Urban Minis­
try on a part-time basis. Alan
plans to maintain links with
the church with a view to keep­
ing close contact with local

»Alan Hirsch, Executive Director of the dmed (right),
with Greg Elsdon, at his commissioning

people
Graham and Graham
Franklin Graham, son of Billy
and Ruth Graham, has been
chosen to succeed his father
as chairman and CEO of the
Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association. Cliff Barrows con­
tinues as vice-chairman of the
BGEA and as program direc­
tor for all of Billy Graham’s
crusades, continuing a 50-
year partnership in ministry.
Franklin Graham will continue
his ministry in Samaritan’s
Purse and World Medical Mis­
sion. He will also conduct 8-
10 crusades for BGEA in 1996.

JBCE Director Retires
As from 31 December 1995,
Dr David Merritt will retire as
Executive Director of the Joint
Board of Christian Education
(JBCE). He has served the
board for 32 years. The JBCE
began in 1914 as a coopera­
tive venture of the Methodist
and Presbyterian Churches in
Australia. It is now the na­
tional Christian education
agency of the Uniting Church
ln Australia and is also a part­
nership of churches, which
publishes resources espe­
cially for use in Churches of
Christ, the UCA and Anglican
churches in Australia and
Aotearoa/New Zealand. Dr
Merritt's successor is John
Emmett.

16 December 1995

Alan Hirsch the new Execu­
tive Director of the Vic-Tas De­
partment of Mission, Educa­
tion and Development was

OWswtMD Je® Hay
OMB Executive Director leaving
The chapel at the Cowandilla,
SA, church was almost full for
the SA Overseas Mission Rally
on 18 November.

The Overseas Mission Com­
mittee had earlier provided a
sausage sizzle for church mis­
sion representatives to thank
them for their work during the
year.

This was followed by an open
rally.

Jeff May gave a mission up­
date, with some reflections and
amusing anecdotes from his 10
years of service as Executive
Director of the Overseas Mis­
sion Board. As Jeff is conclud­
ing his sendee with the OMB at
the end of the year, a number of
speakers took the opportunity
to thank him and wish him well
for the future. Mention was
made of the wide range of gifts

The Australian Christian

Boronia Church of Christ
Three Great Occasions

4 February 1996,10.00 am
Speaker: Gordon Stirling

He invite friends of Gordon and Lesley
to celebrate G.R.’s 60years of ministry.

R.S.V.P. by 25.1.96

23 & 24 March 1996
Saturday 7.30 pm. Sunday 10-00 am

75"'Anniversary
Speaker: Dr Gordon Moyes

Enquiries: (03) 9762 \-Tl

church mission. His wife Debra
is deeply involved in local min­
istry and heads up the Exodus
program. (This is a specialised
ministry to the homosexual
community.)

Dr Martin Robinson of the
UK Bible Society preached the
commissioning sermon and
spoke of the relevance of the
challenge of Jesus to Peter—
"Do you love me more than
these?". Dr Greg Elsdon, Vic-
Tas President Elect, led the act
of commissioning. The Rev
Peter Comey of St. Hilary's
Anglican Church, Kew led in a
prayerofdedication. Those lay­
ing hands on Alan were Ashley
Barker, Mike Folland, Debra
Hirsch, Pat Kavanagh, Lynette
Leach, Terry McCredden,
Grant Mackenzie and David
White. Ron Elboume, senior

' minister at Glen Waverley, con­
cluded the service with prayer.

; • Jeff May

and abilities he brought to the
task, as well as his commitment
and the obvious fruit of the
Spirit he showed in his life and

| work.
Avon Moyle was present

I and spoke on behalf of the W A
Committee and churches

A group of young people
from Blackwood told of their
plans to go to Vanuatu in De­
cember to do some mainte-

\ nance work and to share in a
youth convention.

—Max Thompson
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