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/T\ ustralia ranks as the 11th best country in which to live

Li—tA according to a new United Nations’ publication, The

Human Development Report, 1996. For women, we rank as the

ninth best country. Rankings were based on indicators such

as life expectancy, adult literacy, education, infant health and

per capita income. Canada comes first, followed by the United

States, Japan, the Netherlands and Norway. Australia “leads

the way” among developed countries, with our richest 20% of

households earning 9.6% times the income of our poorest 20%.

World trouble spots are not surprisingly, eastern Europe, Latin America, the Middle East

and Africa. * Population explosion is a critical world development issue. Africa’s doubling

of its population in the last thirty years is without historical precedent. Our first billion 

people was reached about 200 years ago. The next billion took 120 years, the third came 35

years later and the fourth a mere fifteen years. By 2000, expectations are for a world popula­

tion exceeding six billion people. * The demographic explosion in the third world reflects 

high birth rates and reduced mortality rates. Given the broad ecological and economic is­

sues and the problems of poverty, there is a powerful case for the stabilisation of populations.

* By world standards Australia is doing well. In 1995 we were 19% better of than in 1985 in

our real buying power and 40% better off than in 1975. By contrast many nations are far

worse off, and some continue to slide. * Against this background we surely have humani­

tarian obligations which also make economic sense. Where economic stability prevails, there

is also likely to be global stability. Australia’s record has been a declining contribution to

international aid. Our current figure of 0.33% of our GNP has been reduced by successive

governments and should not fall further. You could talk to your Federal Member on this

matter. We are well below the UN target of 0.7%. * Opportunities to assist world develop­

ment through the 40 Hour Famine, our own Churches of Christ Overseas Aid, the Christ­

mas Bowl and other appeals need to be uppermost in the annual program of local churches.

Each congregation faces demands and challenges to effectively support Conference work.

In addition, support for world development needs is at the heart of the Gospel. *
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The A us tralian Chris­
tian welcomes letters
from its readers. Short
letters up to 175 words
stand the best chance
of Publication. All
letters may be edited.
We reserve the right to
omit letters altogether.

The Church’s Mission
To the Editor,
I have at last found a statement
which is the ideal description of
the church as I envisage it. It
comes from a little book Instru­
ment of Thy Peace by Alan Paton,
that opponent of apartheid in
South Africa and the author of Cry
the Beloved Country.
“I have no higher vision of the
Church than as the Servant of the
World, not withdrawn but partici­
pating, not embattled but battling,
not condemning but healing the
wounds of the hurt and the lost
and the lonely. Not preoccupied
with it’s survival or it’s observ­
ances but with the needs of man­
kind.”
This statement could well take it’s
place as the mission statement of
all our conferences and congrega­
tions. —Max Collyer

(Boronia, Vic)

Gun Debate
To the Editor,
I was interested to read (20 July)
of Tom Fraser’s attack on the sub­
ject of the gun issue. As I under­
stand the present proposals he
will be able to own the type of
guns for which he has been li­
censed, “automatic weapons” hav­
ing been specifically “excluded".

—A. Augustine
(Chelsea, Vic)

Gun Debate
To the Editor,
Could Tom Fraser please help me
make the link, if there is one. be­

tween “truth and righteousness
and ... spiritual values" and the
right to own a weapon capable of
destroying many human lives in
a short space of time?
And Tom, could you enlighten me
please regarding the “intrinsic
God-given rights of the indi­
vidual"? I’d be particularly inter­
ested to know if Jesus had anj'-
thing to say about this, as I’d al­
ways understood that his whole
life and ministry was centred
around care and concern for the
welfare and needs of others.
Tom, I thought the issue is the
banning of automatic and semi­
automatic weapons of the type
used at Port Ar thur, but you didn't
specifically mention it. Yet you’ve
had a go at political correctness.
anti-discrimination laws, disciplin­
ing our children, the justice sys­
tem, homosexuals, international
humanistic socialism and the
agenda of the new socialist order.
You missed out Asian immigra­
tion!
Do you really believe that con­
servative John Howard's uniform
gun legislation initiative is part of
“the agenda of the new socialist
order"?
You write about “abolition" and
“banning guns”, but surely you
must know that this is not the in­
tent of the legislation. Sporting
shooters will still be able to rep­
resent their country and aspire to
Olympic success as we’ve just wit­
nessed, and many guns will still
be legal, provided they’re regis­
tered.
You must know too of the huge
gap between gun deaths in the
USA (38,000 pa) and those in Brit­
ain (just 60 pa) or Japan (even
lower at 34 pa) both of which have
very strict gun laws.
Australia stands at the crossroads.
If we don't act now on uniform
strict gun laws, we never will. This
is just the first but an important
step along the path towards a non-
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violent society. Leaders of all par­
ties deserve praise for their firm
resolve.
Where would Jesus stand on this
issue? Would he support the prin­
ciple that society’s legitimate
right to protection and safety
overrides the right to own a gun?
I think so. —Greg Foot

(Hobart, Tas)

Homosexual Lifestyle
To the Editor,
Believe it or not
Only one percent of homosexual
males die of old age. The average
age of homosexuals dying of AIDS
is 39 years. Homosexual activity
is not so much a lifestyle as a
deathstyle. There is increasing
evidence that homosexuals can be
helped to overcome their orienta­
tion and lead more normal,
healthier lives.

—Dr A.H. Jago
(Mildura, Vic)

Leadership 2000
Followup
To the Editor,
Former Leadership 2000 partici­
pants are invited to participate in
a Followup Leadership 2000 Con­
ference to be held at the Wollon­
gong Church of Christ 2-3 No­
vember this year.
Current Leadership 2000 partici­
pants are required to be at this
Conference accompanied by at
least two Board Members or
Elders. The focus of the Confer­
ence will be to translate the con­
cepts studied into the settings of
Australian middle-sized churches.
Phone (042)26 5022 for further
details.

—E C Keating
(Wollongong, NSW)

Fellowship
To the Editor,
Beware of the false theology of
“fellowship" that has started to
permeate Churches of Christ.

When a minister beguiles his
group of elders to “follow” him, no
matter what, and for the elders to
think and act towards the mem­
bership in a manner that demands
unquestioning following, then the
seeds are sown for the beginning
of a cult
Church democracy is the first
casualty, because the elders have
prayed about a matter, and they
are convinced that their decision
on an issue is absolutely right. If
a member has a different opinion,
they are quoted the Scripture
“Obey your elders”. If they don’t
mutter full allegiance they are told
that they must “Repent” or they
are not worthy to be involved in
any ministry in the church .
Next, they are regarded as
“Wolves in sheep’s clothing”, even
if they have loyally served for
many years. Then the elders talk
quite openly that they would be
quite happy for those people with
a different viewpoint to leave the
church.
The main problem of this false
theology of “fellowship” is that the
church eldership’s focus is a
power based “master-servant" re­
lationship with their members,
where they resort to using their
position to demand that the peo­
ple do what they say.
Let’s not forget Christ’s teaching
of what the Good Shepherd would
do, if even one of his flock was lost
or missing.

—Rob Wilson,
(Narre Warren, Vic)

Pontius' Puddle

Dear Readers,
In this issue we look at world
development. There is only
room to glimpse a part of the
many aspects of this work car­
ried out by various agencies
within the church and the Aus­
tralian community. The Christ­
mas Bowl Appeal of the Na­
tional Council of Churches and
the TEAR Fund are other
Christian agencies doing im­
portant work in this field. For
our cover we are indebted to
Airavata Press the publishers
of Aliya: Stories of the El­
ephants of Sri Lanka by Teresa
Cannon and Peter Davis. This
is an outstanding book and is
available from the publishers,
PO Box 204, Ferntree Gully
Vic 3156 (03) 9758 3361 or
from selected bookshops.
In recent weeks we have been
encouraged by churches send­
ing a list of new “AC” subscrib­
ers. Marion, SA, Withcott, Qld,
and Airislie, ACT, are among
churches responding in this
way. Some of these have intro­
duced the paper to their lead­
ers who were not subscribers.
We are endeavouring to have
the paper appeal to leaders and
members alike. In this issue
we include a special offer of
sending three gift issues to 

someone you nominate (see
page 7). Please talk to people
in your congregation about
this offer. Bulk copies of the
paper are also available.
The National Church Life Sur­
vey is almost upon us, it com­
mences in the week beginning
25 August. Material should be
in your church now. This sur­
vey is an important opportu­
nity to learn more about the
life of our churches and cur­
rent trends. This information
is important to help your
church plan for the future. The
information is also important
to state leaders in strategic
planning. If you need help,
contact your state office.
As we move into the latter part
of the year, thoughts will turn
to holiday planning. Some lo­
cations will be of historic inter­
est and will have left you with
some special thoughts about
our nation. Sometimes the
scenery will have had an over­
whelming impression upon us.
We invite your comments on
your experiences. At a later
point we plan to publish some
of these. Please keep your
comments under 200 words.
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Prosoimeii's take part in World Vision 40-hour fast

Prison is not a bed of roses, but
there are those worse off, accord­
ing to two Risdon prisoners .
Wayne Jones and Anthony
Chatwin, who are serving their
sentences in Launceston prison,
are taking part in the World Vi­
sion 40-hour famine which began
at 8 pm on Friday night.
Along with 500,000 other Austral­
ians they will eat nothing except
orange juice and barley sugar un­

til lunchtime todayfSunday].
Jones and Chatwin have even de­
nied themselves tea and coffee.
For Jones and Chatwin the sacri­
fice is major—Jones is the cook
for the Launceston prison and
Chatwin a wardsman who dishes
out the meals.
Lunch yesterday was a bit hard:
“We had baked chicken and chips.
I smelled that and (groan)—boy,
I thought, I want to eat that,"

No porridge: Wayne Jones and Anthony Chatwin, with
their barley sugar lollies, contemplate 40 hours without
prison food

Jones said.
“I had the joyful task of dishing
up the food for the prisoners,”
grimaced Chatwin.
“The worst thing for me is caf­
feine withdrawal. I’ve got quite a
headache.”
With help from the Launceston
Church of Christ they have so far
raised more than $400. They are
staggered by the support they
have received.
“Wayne Kerrison (a pastor of the
church) said that the response
was hard to believe. People were
just shoving money at him," Jones
said.
“It shows that society can for­
give."
The pair have also received good
support from fellow Risdon pris­
oners.
Chatwin came up with the idea of
taking part in the famine after see­
ing an advertisement for it on TV.
“I thought, even though we’re in
jail we're well-off compared to
some. We still get three meals a
day—we're not starving," he said.
“The famine is giving us a short 

burst of feeling what others are
feeling all the time.
“And it’s giving me a chance to
give back to society something
I've taken out."
For Jones the driving force was
his new-found Christian faith.
“Becoming a Christian since I
came in here has helped me re­
late to society. I’m still a part of
society and this helps me in my
rehabilitation," he said.
“It shows our hands are not tied.
we may be in here but we can still
be involved with what’s happening
out there."
Money raised during the World
Vision 40-hour Famine will buy
food, medicine, seeds and tools
and care for children and their
families in countries facing a sur­
vival crisis.
What will be the first food for the
pair today?
Jones: A big meal—roast lamb!
Chatwin: Coffee!
Picture Paul Scambier
From the Launceston Sunday Ex­
aminer

—Fran Voss
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Sunstate 96
An Invitation From Queensland

Sunstate 96, 31 October - 2 No­
vember, is fast approaching. I
trust you are getting excited
about this event which has the
potential to have a tremendous
impact on the life and ministry of
our churches. We invite interstate
visitors to participate.
While in Britain recently I had
lunch with Martin Robinson. He
is excited at being involved in this
Convention and is looking for­
ward to encouraging the
Churches in Australia. His heart
is really with Churches of Christ
and he looks on this as a wonder­
ful opportunity to encourage us.
Martin has a message that is im­
portant for us to hear if we are to
be effective in mission. Michael
Frost also has a message that we
cannot afford to miss if we want
to be effective in ministry to this
generation. I encourage you to
bring key people in your church.
The Queensland Business Ses­
sion is programmed for after
lunch on Saturday. I am looking 

for input from churches in this
period, “Encouraging Feedback &
Exciting Innovations", which fol­
lows the business session. If you
have something you would like to
share at this time would you
please contact me. Interstate visi­
tors are welcome to contribute to
this session. For those who are
not Conference delegates or who
are interstate visitors, we are of­
fering the option of a session
“Musings with Martin & Michael”
or a tour of the Fassifern while the
Business Session is in progress.
The program commences with
the Convention Banquet on the
Thursday evening. The Youth Vi­
sion Dinner is on Saturday
evening. For church leaders who
are concerned for ministry to
youth (which should be all of us)
this dinner is a must. Michael
Frost will speak on how to be
more effective in communicating
with young people.

—Robert E Warwick
(Qld Conference President)

For all your car requirements see Ken Geyer

SELECT USED CARS

Ringwood Auto Gas
Accredited LP gas conversions

Ring for an obligation-free quotation

Ken Geyer Automotive
for reliable service or repairs

on your vehicle

Phone (03) 9879 4004
47 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134
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Winter Camp At Bicheno, Tas

Over the June long weekend
Launceston, Ulverstone and
Devonport churches, Tas, held a
combined youth camp for high
school aged young people at
Bicheno. Including leaders, 45 at­
tended and enjoyed themselves in
the great weather, which enabled
all the outdoor activities to pro­
ceed. These included surfing (in
the non-existent waves), an ex­
tended day walk to Wineglass Bay
and plenty of evening walks to tire
out enthusiastic campers.
The theme of the camp, presented
by Joel Ratcliffe of Launceston,
was “Where on Earth is God?”
Joel presented a series over three
days very effectively through his 

talks and through the camp lead­
ers in smaller study groups. Sev­
eral young people have made
commitments resulting from de­
cisions made during camp.
It was sad to leave camp knowing
that this had been Basil .and Ida
Mardens last time as managers of
the Bicheno complex as they go
into retirement. They certainly
have looked after campers over
their years of service.
The June long weekend camp has
become a “must” in the youth min­
istry program and is looked for­
ward to with enthusiasm by the .
young people each year.

—Peter and Sue Daniel
(Camp Directors)

CLINICAL PASTORAL
EDUCATION

A training program for personal and professional
development in ministry is offered each year at
Peter MacCallum Cancer Institute.

The course is full time and designed in units of eleven
weeks duration. Applicants may apply for one or more units
commencing Autumn 1997.
A limited number of study grants (up to $5,000) are available
for those undertaking more than one unit Training involves
on-call weekend and evening duty for which allowances
are payable.
Applicants should have previous experience in pastoral care.

Closing date for applications is 27 September 1996.
For further information please contact

Ms Jan Morgan, Director, Clinical Pastoral Education,
Pastoral Care Department, telephone: (03) 9656 1301,
fax: (03) 96561855.

I
Peter MacCallum Cancer Institute
Locked Bag 1, A’Beckett Street, Virl""" ^nOO.
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Klepe amdl There
Restoration Heritage Conference

A one day meeting for leaders of

the US-based Christian Churches

and the churches of Christ was

held prior to the North American

Christian Convention in July. Both

groups were exploring ways of co­

operation. At a previous Restora­

tion Forum in November 1995,

over 200 people attended to dis­

cuss heritage issues and possible

closer links. The event was hailed

as the best yet. Several from the

Disciples of Christ were present.

Chairman Retires

Ian Smith, minister of the Ivanhoe,

Vic, church has recently stepped

down from the position as chair­

man -of the Social Questions Com­

mittee of the Victorian Council of

Churches, after a six-year term. He

also chaired a special task force on

the environment during this period.

Disciples Historical Society

Members interested in Churches of

Christ are invited to extend their

interest by contacting the Disciples

Society,1101 19th Ave South,

Nashville, Tennessee 37212 2196.

Peter Morgan is the President. The

Society offers a quarterly journal for

a SUS20.00 annual fee. The library

is of International significance and

houses a large quantity of material

relating to the Campbell-Stone

Movement. Further information

available from Don Smith.

Kendrick Still Tops In Worship

Singer-songwriter Graham

Kendrick continues to be top of the

pops for congregations and fellow­

ships using modern songs for

worship, according to a survey by

the Eastbourne-based Christian

Copyright Licensing, which pro­

vides 19 500 churches, schools

and others with licenses to repro­

duce religious music. Kendrick’s

“Shine, Jesus, Shine" was number

one in a recent survey. His songs

occupied five of the top 25 places.
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Ministry Changes at Blackburn

(L-R) Back Row: John Rowe (Pastoral Care), Beryl
Graham (Administrative Secretary), Cindy Waters
(Student Minister), Paul Worsnop (Student Minister),
Anne Spoelder (Singles), Eleanor Roberts (Outreach
Secretary). Front Row: David Ratten (Senior Minister),
Bob Bolduan (Small Groups), Rohan Waters (Youth)

Some significant changes and ad­
ditions to the ministry team at
Blackburn Community Church of
Christ, Vic, have happened in
1996.
The church is excited by the new
opportunities for mission that
these changes represent.
At the close of 1995, Tracey Ware
concluded a very successful five
years as Director of Small Group
ministries. Tracey’s replacement 

is Bob Bolduan who, along with
his wife Eve, has been in member­
ship at Blackburn for many years.
Bob had recently taken early re­
tirement following a successful
career as an engineering execu­
tive with Shell.
Bob brings to his position consid­
erable ministry and organisa­
tional gifts.
Also added to the ministry team
this year are Cindy Waters and

Paul Worsnop. Cindy is currently
in her third year of ministry train­
ing at the Churches of Christ
Theological College, Mulgrave.
She is involved in various areas of
ministry in the church, including
work with young adults and wor­
ship. Paul Worsnop is in his first
year of ministry training at
Mulgrave. He is a music teacher
and professional musician. Paul is
contributing significantly to the
development of various aspect of
the music and worship ministry.
The church is looking forward to
the arrival of Russell and Karen
Croxford and their family. They
begin at Blackburn in July. Rus­
sell’s appointment reflects an in­
creased commitment to youth
ministry and a desire to see the
development of more effective
programs and outreach for young
families.
The members of the Blackburn
Community Church of Christ are
excited by these developments in
the ministry team. They are look­
ing to the team to lead them in the
mission of the church: to build a
community of faith committed to
empowering people for ministry
and communicating the good
news of Jesus.

Introduce Your Friends to
an Australian Christian

We would be happy to send them three issues on
a trial basis. Simply fill in the form below (with
their permission) and send it to. The Australian
Christian. PO Box 101, North Essendon Vic 3041.

Name...................................................................................

Address................................................................................

.........................................................Postcode....................
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Youth Ministry Takes Off in Pf
Shem Tema reports

Working with Melanesian young
people, one has to know their in­
terests, needs, likes and even
their dislikes if you expect a good
ministry with them. To present
the Gospel effectively to these
young people I believe one needs
to appreciate their interests,
needs and likes, rather than intro­
ducing new smart and fancy ideas
which may not be accepted in the
culture and may be hard for them
to handle.
Sports and music hold a very spe­
cial place in the lives of our many
young people in PNG. While hav­
ing very little expertise in these
two areas, I hunt around for avail­
able resources and people with
expertise who can help us. This
year was a success when I talked
with government officials who
were just too happy to help and
contribute to the development of
the area of sport for our young
people.
Because of this, the first sport
administration course was con­
ducted by the Department of
Sport in the Madang province 5-
26 May. More than 200 young peo­
ple came to this, which to the gov­
ernment was the highest number
ever to attend any of their train­
ing programs in the country. The
Churches of Christ were hon­
oured for this as they said that it
will go into the history of their
training program for the whole
country!

ON YOUR OWN,
YOU’RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles
Fellowship offers friendship

through correspondence with other

born-again Christian singles and

single-again people

Write enclosing a
stamped, self-addressed

envelope to:
CSF, PO Box 3049,
North Nowra 2541

Those who attended this course
stood out right under the sun on
the soccer, basketball, and volley­
ball field for their first time to put
into practice what they have
learned in refereeing the games
during a seven day camp at
Tsumba on the Ramu River, 16-
22 July. Sport was one of the main
activities for the camp and over
1,600 young people registered
before the camp began. At the
camp we had 90 games of soccer,
65 games of boys’ basketball, 72
games of girls’ basketball, 85
games of boys’ volleyball, 60
games of girls’ volleyball and 600
boys and 600 girls competing in
100, 200, 400, 800, and 1,000 me­
tre races, and also in high and
long jump.
The program itself is appealing to
so many other organisations like
government and other denomina­
tions. The government sent five
officials to this program to help
me and our newly-trained sport
leaders to run the sport activity
part of the camp.
Many of our young people were
so excited about the program that
they travelled to the camp site 3-
4 days before the starting date.
Many spiritual activities were also
part of the camp, so pray that
many young people will make a
clear stand for their Lord.
In my next report I will share with
you many of the exciting results
from this program.

I Wanted Urgently "|
| Do you have any Carpet p

Bowls that you are not i
i! using. We would like I
| donations or are willing to I
t. purchase them for our !

HODOS program.
Phone Jim TilsonI (03) 9336 7129

East Keilor Church of Christ ■“ " " “• a — — _ '

Shem, Elizabeth and Steve Tema, in youth work in PNG

Thanksgiving for acf of sellflless
courage

On Tuesday 16 April, the Bourdon
family, members at Castlemaine,
Vic, were enjoying a few days
away at Halls Gap, Vic. Ross
Bourdon was sailing a small yacht
with two of his boys, Tyson and
Dale, and two other people, on
Lake Bellfield.
The yacht capsized, throwing eve­
ryone into the chilly waters. By
the time anyone on shore became
aware of their plight, hypothermia
was becoming a real threat to the
younger members of the sailing
party.
Fortunately, a young 17-year-old
trained lifeguard, Rowan Baldock,
was visiting Lake Bellfield at the
time. When Rowan became aware
of the situation, she plunged into
the chilly waters and swam some
400 metres to the capsized yacht.
Using her lifeguard skills, she

swam back to shore with young
Tyson. Shortly after, further help
arrived and the other four very

Rowan Baldock, life-saver,
with Ross Bourdon (minis­
ter) in the thanksgiving
service

wet and cold people were brought

to shore.
So on Sunday 12 May it was a

privilege for Tyson to make a
small presentation to Rowan for
her act of selfless courage. It was
also an opportunity for the church

family, not just the Bourdon fan>‘
hy, to express their gratitude.

—Ian Jones
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Briam Whifte leaves Caringbah, NSW

Brian White handing over the team leadership to John
Sutton

W G3®dw0d(o]©
Ministry team developments in
Bendigo

The “Triple J" team—John, June and June

With Brian White concluding his
ministry at Caringbah, NSW, at
the end of June, a new interim
team has been formed to maintain
the ministry as the church seeks
a new team leader.
Brett White will be responsible for
music, worship and some preach­
ing, Marjan Beer will look after
pastoral care and some preaching
and John Sutton will be the team
leader.

The church, with its contempo­
rary style of worship, though in
an ageing community, has a high
percentage of under 40s. They
also sponsor an effective ministry
to large numbers of intellectually
disabled people and run two
homes for homeless girls.
Following three months long-
service leave, Brian will com­
mence a ministry at Dandenong,
Vic, in October.

With June Hopley being commis­
sioned as Children’s and Youth
Director the staff team at
Bendigo, Vic, went “Triple J".
(For our non-Melbourne readers,
JJJ is the call sign of a Melbourne
commercial radio station.) Prior
to this, June Anderson had be­
come relief Administrative Assist­
ant, owing to Annette Trahair be­
ing on maternity leave. So to­
gether with John Sweetman as
minister, the team is now “Triple
J" with John, June and June.
June Hopley takes on oversight of
children’s and youth ministries,
including playgroup, Bible Bud­
dies, Gold Miner’s Gang and the
youth group. But the most excit­
ing news is that June will be head­
ing up a new project with the
launching of the “Bubble Club”.
This will be held weekly at the
Comet Hill Primary School, in one
of the suburbs of Bendigo. The
club name comes from the dome
building, known as the Blue Bub­
ble, where the after school out­
reach will be held.
Already God’s blessing is evident
on June’s work, as the church was
recently involved with a number 

of other churches in a Pat Mesiti
Crusade, initiated by Bendigo
Apostolic Church. June was the
church’s representative for follow­
up and John Sweetman was on the
Advisory Board. Seven referrals
were received.
What has also proved invaluable
to June has been her fourteen
years’ experience on the police
force. In her time on the force,
June specialised in work with
women, children and teenagers.
This included being in a special­
ist squad working with victims of
serious sexual assault.
Working together with capable
teams of volunteers, June’s min­
istry spans the city and suburbs
of Bendigo. It comes at a signifi­
cant stage in the life of the church,
with this year marking the
church's 130th anniversary and
being the tenth year of John
Sweetman’s ministry with the
church. There could be no better
way to celebrate than to invest in
people who can aid the church in
being on a mission of hope and
help. This is the vision that is be­
ing achieved thanks to the grace
of God.

Bible W©rd
Studies

Each word in the Old and New
Testaments is presented in the
original language with gram­
matical and lexical aids for
study. Included are definitions of
key words, links to Strong’s
Concordance, identification
of forms of words used, etc.
Normally $60.00 (OT)
and $45.00 (NT), we
offer them for the
special price of
$55.00 and $40.00
respectively (includ­
ing postage).
Contact, The Australian Christian,
POBox 101,

■ North Essendon Vic 3041.
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Christian fellowship in black and white

I was standing in the foyer at
Thornbury, Vic, when a man ap­
peared at the entrance. Dressed
in an African costume, white with
gold braid, he was so dark
skinned that my somewhat tanned

' complexion looked significantly
pale in comparison. Yet the colour
of his skin seemed unimportant,
for he had a smile on his face and
a glow coming from inside that
immediately identified that here
was a “brother in Christ”. His
name was Kwasi Agyeman, but we 

called him Steve. Little did we
know what would happen in the
four years, while Steve was on a
part scholarship at Monash Uni­
versity, to study and complete his
thesis on Agro Forestry. He had
been willing to be away from fam­
ily and friends in Ghana to help
save his country from environ­
mental desolation, because he felt
strongly called by God to do so.
Steve’s wife Celia, three sons and
a daughter have had to be with­
out him for most of the four years
and beyond.
On that day, 7 April 1992, I wel­
comed Steve as a brother, and he
has truly been that, not only to
me, but to the whole fellowship
meeting at Thornbury.
I recall at a men’s breakfast, I in­
troduced Steve as my brother.
The whole party at the table
stopped eating with spoons half­
way to their mouths. Every eye
darted from Steve to me and then • 

back to Steve, while Steve rocked
with laughter, his white teeth
gleaming. I then explained, “He’s
my brother in Christ”. I’m sure
that all those at the table got the
message that I was trying to con­
vey, “We are all one in Christ”.
Steve was a far greater blessing
to us than we ever were to him,
for, when he prayed, he lifted us
into a higher plateau. He proved
that faith in the Lord and his call­
ing can triumph in the face of ex­
treme adversity.
The obstacles in his way to pre­
vent him completing his thesis
seemed insurmountable, espe­
cially when his scholarship dried
up during the latter part of the
course. We gave financial support.
But, further support came from
an unexpected source. The staff
of Monash Uni were so impressed
with this lovely Christian from
Ghana that they employed him in
part-time office work.

On the completion of his thesis
prior to his return to Ghana, they
held a special evening and pres­
entation, attended by the top man­
agement of the University, who
testified to his gentleness, humil­
ity, warmth and faith.
Steve’s thesis acknowledges first
and foremost God’s faithfulness
and guidance and secondly the
support of the members of
Thornbury.
At Steve's farewell service, we
were both sad and glad. Sad that
he would be worshipping with us
no longer, yet glad because he
would, at last, be back home with
his family and friends in Ghana.
God willing Steve will be backfor
his graduation next March.
The carved wooden-plaque
“Prayer is Warfare" presented to
the church by Steve will be a con­
stant reminder of this wonderful
prayer warrior from Ghana.

—Les Stewart

More than money passed on to struggling church

Some months ago an article about
our fellowship in the Upper Yarra
Region appeared in The Austral­
ian Christian. Recently we re­
ceived a wonderfully encouraging
response to that article. A group
of ladies from the Mitcham
church presented us with a
cheque for $1,500! The result of
lots and lots of baking!
Talk about timely. Our struggle to
be fully self-supporting with a
resident minister employed three
days a week was frankly seeming
impossible with our most basic
expenditure constantly exceeding 

our income. We had just sched­
uled a special members’ meeting
to look at our situation, and some
of us were feeling pretty discour­
aged at the lack of any interest
from the wider Churches of Christ
community. To say that we have
been encouraged is an enormous
understatement. Not only can we
pay some pressing bills, but we
can say to our special meeting
next week—we are not alone in
this, the wider Churches of Christ
community at Mitcham cares and
is prepared to share our strug-
l>les- —Sue Hoffman

Glen Hardwick (minister) and David Hoffman receiving
cheque from Marj Whiting, Nell Pfeifer and Margaret
McLeod
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Mo veil ministry team member at Marion

“Getting out of the suit is probably
one of the trickiest things about
being Barney," says Jonathon
Spiker, one of a team of young
men at our Marion, SA, church
who plays the role of the lovable
Barney the Bunyip during Sunday
morning services.
"Just recently I was about to re­
move Barney’s head at a time
when I thought no one was
around, but I suddenly noticed
one of our young four-year-olds
standing nearby.
Luckily I saw her in time, as I can
only begin to imagine the possi­
ble psychological damage this
young devotee may have suffered
if she had seen a headless
Barney!"
Barney is the creation of mem­
bers of Marion’s Youth Executive,
in particular Marion Bertram who
made the Bunyip suit. Barney ap­

pears in the children's segment at
every morning service and is a
real hit with both parents and chil­
dren alike.
“One of the most frustrating
things,” adds Jonathon, “is that
Barney, like Humphrey B. Bear,
doesn't speak and often it’s a real
discipline to remain quiet and in
character when there are things
you feel you’d like to say!”
Since the introduction of Barney
some 18 months ago, the church
has enjoyed a spectacular in­
crease in the number of young
families with children who attend
the morning services.
“He’s almost one of the Ministry
Team," comments Graham Agnew
the Senior Minister. “I can’t imag­
ine life without this lovable char­
acter. He certainly highlights the
benefits of having a mascot of this
nature as a drawcard.”

Unwanted statue of Jesus to be erected in East Timor

The world’s second largest statue
of Jesus is planned for Dili, East
Timor. (The largest is the Christ
of the Andes statue in South
America.)
The statue is to be placed by the
ruling Indonesian government to
commemorate the 20th anniver­
sary of the “integration" of East
Timor with Indonesia (called the
“takeover" by the East Timorese).
The statue, built by the predomi­
nantly Muslim Indonesian gov­
ernment, is in the form of the sa­
cred heart of Jesus, but is being
placed in Dili against the wishes
of the church. Bishop Belo, leader
of the predominant Catholic

Church in East Timor, has been
told to attend the unveiling of the
statue on 17 July and reputedly
feels compelled to do so, as a re­
fusal would be seen as a provoca­
tive gesture, possibly resulting in
much anti-Timorese backlash and
misery.
The statue is to be 17 metres high,
representing the 17 July date of
East Timor’s forced incorporation
into Indonesia, and possibly 17
August, Indonesia’s own inde­
pendence day. The base of the
statue has 27 steps, symbolic of
the 27 Indonesian provinces (in­
cluding East Timor after the
takeover). Both these symbols are 

regarded by the church as pro­
vocative nationalistic symbols that
are unworthy of being part of the
statue.
While the statue has been do­
nated by Indonesian government
airline Garuda, the $2 million base
is to be paid by a compulsory levy
on East Timorese civil servants.
The glossy Indonesian magazine
Gatra says that the project may
not reach completion because the
East Timorese civil servants are
refusing to contribute and that
Parliamentarian Manuel Carras­
calao claims that the ruling forc­
ing the civil servants to make
compulsory contributions is “ex­

tortion”. The placement of the
statue of Jesus, replete with na­
tionalistic symbolism, by a pre­
dominantly Muslim government
against the wishes of the domi­
nant church, might be seen as
another sorry chapter in the al­
ready sorry saga of the Indone­
sian takeover of East Timor,
which has had the complicity of
each Australian government since
1975. Readers may wish to ex­
press their feelings to their fed­
eral members of Parliament, and
to Foreign Minister Alexander
Downer at Parliament House,
Canberra.

—Richard Lawton
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PHILIP HUNT

W H /~7hat a year this has been for
\ /\ / t^ose °f us wh° regard
\_J \__/ Canberra-watching as a fas­

cinating spectator sport! Not to men­
tion for the actual participants in fed­
eral politics. *
Those of us in the Church who believe
politics to be important have found it
particularly intriguing, as many contro­
versial issues are deeply spiritual.
These discussions are more than just
spectator sports. Most of these issues
deeply affect peoples’ lives. Many of
them are quite literally matters of life
and death. * •
Take overseas aid. We often discuss
this in terms of percentages of Gross
National Product (GNP) and United
Nations’ targets. The stark reality is we
are dealing with people’s lives. If there
are cuts to aid, Australia will send fewer

And we do not just
happen to be rich
while other nations
just happen to be poor
boxes of life-sustaining high-energy bis­
cuits to Rwanda and'Burundi. *
It’s that simple. Less money allocated
to aid means more children will suffer
from starvation and die. More money
means faster development of sustain­
able communities and more children
leading safe and healthy lives. *
Regarding Australia’s response to this
reality, there’s good news and bad
news. *
A recent survey for the Australian
Council for Overseas Aid found that al­
most 60% wanted to see overseas aid
maintained or Increased. +
But we don’t Just think giving Is a good
idea, we actually give. +

Right now World Vision Australia is
collecting the donations promised
through this year’s 40 Hour Famine. We
are on target to receive 7.4 million dol­
lars this year, mostly raised through the
creative and sacrificial efforts of Aus­
tralia’s youth, including many young
members of the Churches of Christ. *
We have just this week passed a highly
significant milestone. Australians have
now given one hundred million dollars
through the 40 Hour Famine since its
inception 22 years ago. That’s a mighty
effort. And that’s just one fund raising
campaign. *
Global figures show that during acute
emergencies, such as in Bosnia and
Rwanda recently, Australian individuals
have responded remarkably gener­
ously. *
The bad news is that at a government
level, we are becoming less generous
to people in need overseas. *
Not so long ago the Australian Govern­
ment affirmed the United Nations tar­
get of 0.7% of our Gross National Prod­
uct to be allocated to Overseas Devel­
opment Aid. *
In the early 1970s our Government al­
located around 0.6%. Successive gov­
ernments have reduced this year by
year. Last year, in the last Labor
Budget, it was just 0.33%. It is likely to
be lower still in the first Howard-
Costello Budget, probably 0.25%, the
lowest ever in our history. *
We can afford to do much better than
this. We are still a very rich country
despite our immediate fiscal chal­
lenges. And we do not just happen to
be rich while other nations just happen
to be poor. They are poor because we
are rich. Colonisation and the continu­
ing unfair rules of International trade
have led directly to the entrenched pov=
erty of many nations. *

The Minister for Foreign Affairs Alex­
ander Downer has said that his Govern­
ment “remains committed to the even­
tual target of 0.7% of GNP as budget­
ary circumstances permit.” So we can
hardly be accused of meddling in po­
litical affairs if we gently—or even
firmly—remind our representatives of
their commitments. *
Recent argument in Parliament and the
media over abolishing the soft loan
DIFF scheme, which is part of the over­
seas aid program, focussed on the
sound self-interest reasons for assisting
our neighbours, such as trade, defence
and the environment. These are fair
enough, but there is one motivation for
restoring our diminishing overseas aid
allocation which should be paramount,
especially for Christians. *
We are members of the human family
and we care about people who desper­
ately need our help—whoever they are
and wherever they are. *
We can help them and we must. +
Philip Hlltil 1§ (iiiifei bieBUtlVe onicBr uf WSfW
VisiBH AusltaIia and a ttiaffibat al ths Boaeasltif
fihutah al Bhiisl, Via.
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MELATHB M. NANAYAKKARA

s dusk falls and the shadows
lengthen in the seemingly
peaceful hamlet of Maha Ara

in the Hambantota district in Sri Lanka,
205 km away from the capital city of Co­
lombo, people hurry home. Those who
have been engaged in farming activities
pick up their agricultural implements
and prepare to return to their families.
They fear the “rogues”: not humans but
elephants. These “rogue” elephants are
usually male elephants who are isolated
by the herd and attack without provo­
cation. They are a menace to life and
property in this village. Most of the lo­
cals are farmers, and the elephants
have destroyed much of the produce
they grow. ‘The problem is that our vil­
lage is situated on the outskirts of an
animal sanctuary,” says a villager. *

Elephants are a
menace to life and
property in this
village
Even though stringent animal protec­
tion laws forbid the killing of elephants,
people would not think of harming
these animals because they hold pride
of place in religious and cultural prac­
tices in Sri Lanka. "We are caught in an
uncompromising situation. We cannot
kill the elephants but more than ten el­
ephants would come into our village
every night and destroy life and prop­
erty," says Mr A. Gumitlllake, a local
farmer. "We have learned that to sur­
vive the odds, we have to be united as
a community," he says. Villagers have
constructed "elephant look-outs,"
cadjan [woven palm leaf! huts on excep­
tionally tall trees in strategic iocatiofis

itt the village; "A few of us volunteer to 

stay up all night on these look-outs and
warn people of the presence of el­
ephants, says one villager. An eerie cat
call in the night would send the villages
the vital message that the unwelcome
visitors were near. *
Gunatillake, who has been assisted by
World Vision to establish a thriving
brick making business, has found a
unique solution. His home is situated
very near the boundary of the animal
sanctuary, and elephants frequent his
habitat, damaging his crops and his
newly established brick making ven­
ture. Up on top of a large tree next to
his house, nestled among the branches,
is a sturdy tree house. “If we are
warned of the presence of elephants my
wife and children climb the tree to
safety,” he says. Gunatillake remains on
the ground to guard his property. The
method is to light fire-crackers. This is
an exercise in noisemaking to scare the
mighty beasts away. *
These drawbacks have not broken the
will of the people to survive—in fact it
has made them grow stronger and it
has proved that they are innovative and
cooperative in solving their problems.
World Vision heard of this community,
and identified the areas of health care,
hygiene and sanitary facilities as ur­
gently needing attention. They initiated
a child sponsorship project In Maha Ara
only six months ago, and yet much has
been achieved in the short span of time.
With determination and grit born out
of their rugged existence, villagers are
determined to develop their commu­
nity, and make something of their lives.
With the input of local labour, available
material and assistance from World Vi­
sion, almost all the villagers now have
a sanitary toilet. The village has a
trained volunteer health worker who
actively visits homes and gives assist­

ance and advice to local mothers. “We
use simple messages to reach the
women,” says Ms S.P. Samalatha, the
village health worker. “If we find that
the child's weight-for-height index is
low, as indicated on the maternal card,
we ask them what could be the cause,
and how that should be changed. Very
often the mothers themselves provide
us with the answers." *
In December 1991, before the World
Vision project was initiated In this vil­
lage, the village went through a dark
period of drought. Several deaths had
occurred among children as a result of
malnutrition, dehydration and disease.
“We are determined never to let that
happen again,” says Mrs S. A. Mallni, a
mother of six, clutching her children
closer to her side. Mailni's yotiiig
daughter was saved from death's door
during this period, after being hospital­
ised for dehydration caused by diar­
rhoea. Despite the many hurdles,
Malin! Is hopeful about the future. ♦
Used v/lih permission, “thO brldtje' ho. iO.

World Vision Australia.
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When you insure your
home, contents, car, church
or business with ANSVAR
Australia, you can be assured
of all the benefits you would
expect from one of Australia’s 
most respected established insurers.

Competitive rates. Fast,
professional handling of claims.
Individual attention and care.

through education and support
initiatives which address some of
the key concerns in today’s society.

Developing alcohol awareness
and education programs for young
people is just one of these initiatives.
Recently, ANSVAR distributed a
special alcohol education film to all

Australian secondary schools. “The Choice is
Yours” challenges viewers to consider the way
in which alcohol can impact on their own lives
and on society. Similar products are available

But when you insure with ANSVAR you’re throughout Australia from all ANSVAR
offices.doing much more than ensuring your peace of

mind. You are ensuring a brighter future for
Australia’s youth.

That’s because ANSVAR has no share­
holders requiring dividends, so all surplus
profits can be put back into the community 

ANSVAR is committed to this policy of
responsible use of profits. So when you insure
with ANSVAR, you insure a lot more than
your valuables. You ensure a better future for
all Australians.

Australia Insurance Limited
A.C.N. 007 216 406

We're here for you
Victoria

New South Wales
South Australia

Western Australia
Queensland

20 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000. Phone: (03) 650 9711
419 Church Street, North Parramatta 2151. Phone: (02) 683 4166
202 Glen Osmond Road, Fullartan 5063. Phone: (08) 338 1900
8 Clive Street, West Perth 6005. Phone: (09) 321 6291
157 Ann Street, Brisbane 4000. Phone: (07) 221 8449
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* /~~\ r~le were in Thailand, passing
\ A / m’**tary and Police check

V- I \__ I points on our way to the

Mae La refugee camp, deep in the
mountainous jungle on the Thai-Burma
border—a “no go" area for “whities”. *
Suddenly out of the dense smoky jun­
gle emerged an area teeming with hu­
man life. Amongst the hundreds of
makeshift bamboo huts, children,
women and men were busy trying to
survive a civil war and their non status
under the ambivalent supervision of the
Thai authorities. The refugees are
mainly Karen Burmese, a high percent­
age of whom are Christian. In 1988,
under increased violence and strategies

They will be tortured
and executed if
captured
of genocide against such indigenous
groups, thousands began to pour
across the border into Thailand. Since
then many refugee camps have
emerged and constant attacks have
been mounted against them by the mili­
tary forces (SLORC) of the Burmese
dictatorship. Our camp, like others,
lives under the constant fear of immi­
nent attack and forced repatriation. *
We had been invited to come and offer

support and encouragement to Simon
Thoo, a Baptist minister and leader in
the camp and to teach the Karen Bible
students. This could not be an official
visit. It had become illegal for foreign­
ers to stay in the camp. *
'mportant lessons:
i- Ministry is sacrificial. Ministry is
being willing to give up everything for
the Gospel. Simon was a professor of
theology in Rangoon. When he learned 

what was happening to his people, he,
his wife, three daughters and his father
in law left their house with its servants
and walked 400 kilometres to the camp.
The father-in -law died on the way and
they are now regarded as traitors. They

'will be tortured and executed if cap­
tured. *
2. Ministry has a bias. While Jesus
Christ offers salvation to all, he prima­
rily worked amongst the poor and op­
pressed. The Karen refugees under­
stand this profoundly. Incredibly a Bi­
ble college has been set up in the camp!
But we didn’t really teach them. They
taught us! Among these refugees I truly
encountered the living Jesus. That is
why they have so much hope amid so
much suffering. I knew how much
more at home Jesus was here, than in
many of our churches in Australia. *
3. Ministry happens in community. In
the camp, the church is the family. Pos­
sessions are shared. Households are
public places. The ultimate concern is
worship of God through practical acts
of love of neighbour, undistracted by
the idol of private material gain. They
cooked the best food and managed to
get bottled water for us, because we
would get sick on the rats and frogs and
low protein rice that they eat. This is
how the stranger is treated. After all,
one student told me, the stranger might

be Jesus. *
4. Ministry is incarnational. Jesus
shared the people’s greatest moments
of joy and their darkest times of pain.
We must not minister from a distance
or from behind a desk. The refugees
told us of a group of foreigners who
stayed in a guesthouse some distance
away. They would come and preach, but
not live with the people. They said that
they did not show them much under­

standing or concern. *

5. Ministry has integrity. True leaders
are known by their fruits. They are ac­
countable to their people. They do not
operate from above or in isolation. Min­
isters in the camp make the major de­
cisions with the people. Simon spoke
of his role as partly to raise new lead­
ers for the future. Thus the Bible col­
lege in the camp. *
6. Ministry is prophetic. We need min­
isters who are willing to challenge our
cultural and religious captivity to the
gods of power, materialism, comfort
and instant gratification. The heart of
the Gospel is that we are totally depend­
ant upon God. The Karens receive
God’s grace with empty hands and hun­
gry hearts. I got dysentery at the same
time as we learnt that some armed
SLORC agents were in the camp with a
directive to kill or capture a foreigner.
I felt dependant upon God like never
before! *
Please pray for the Karen people. If
anyone would like information about
how to assist them, call me on (03) 9386
0209. For ministers looking to experi­
ence other models of ministry, a trip
like this could be one option. *
Kim Thoday is in ministry at our North Essen-

don. Vic, church.
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Amy Gopp, Disciples associate working as a

peace intern in Croatia, has helped the

Mennonite Central Committee deliver relief aid

into Bosnia on a number of occasions. Here are

excerpts of her reflections on a winter trip to

Kakanj. Reprinted from “The Disciple" with per­

mission of Christian Board of Publication, 1996.

I
 was at once exhilarated and heart
broken. All that God has created
to be beautiful and natural and

good stands in sharp contrast to the
sights, sounds, and aftermath of all that
we as humans have utterly destroyed.
Breathtaking vast mountains stand cov­
ered with colourful autumn trees; white
snow sugarcoats the countryside; clear,
blue water fills the many rivers and
lakes. This is Bosnia—a paradox, a sad,
twisted irony, a glaring example of how
we have failed to live out God’s com­
mandments on this Earth. *

If sheer beauty could
stop a war there’d be
no killing here

One of our trucks full of relief aid over­
turned on the side of the road. It had
slipped on a patch of ice. *
Thanks to nearby Slovakian United
Nations soldiers, we were back on the
road after a few hours. To thank the
soldiers for helping us right the truck,
we drove into a small town to buy bread
and drink. *
It was there I could hardly bear to
watch children playing in a pile of rub­
ble, parts of homes and other once-im-
portant possessions in bits around
them. *
In the midst of destroyed, burnt homes
we found a market open. Unfortunately
there was no bread for sale. My com­
panions obviously were disappointed 

that they could not re­
turn with a loaf of fresh
bread for the soldiers. I
was amazed at the im­
portance of bread in
this culture, and how in
this situation it was a
symbol of friendship
and thanks—a com­
munion of sorts. *
Doing our best to travel
the UN-carved road 

Lying in ruins are many Bosnian cities like Mostar,
Bosnia. This photo is taken looking down on the
crumbled roofs from the hillsides around the city. ■
Once a tourist s paradise of quaint homes and
shops, Mostar is decades from rebuilding. (Week of
compassion photo, Johnny Wray)

through the mountains,
we were forced to stop
several times in bliz­
zard-like conditions.
One of our trucks got
stuck in the storm and
could not go any further
up the mountain. *
The four of us went ahead to find some­
where to sleep. *
We managed to find a hotel in the city
of Bugonjo, which was practically aban­
doned, complete with bullet holes in all
the doors, the walls, and no hot water
or heating. *
Throughout the night I was awakened
by the sound of grenades. As my whole
body stiffened and my mind raced with
visions of my life and all those that I
love, I realised a little of what it must
feel like to live with that fear daily. *
I was amazed each time we stopped at
a local customs office at the hospital­
ity. After everything was unloaded at
Kakanj we departed for Jelah, a town
near Doboj where we planned to spend
the night. We stayed with a friend of
colleagues, Suada, who treated us as
royal guests in this modest, wooden-
plank protected Muslim household. It
finally occurred to me that this was typi­
cal Bosnian hospitality! *
As we were getting ready to leave the
next morning, I noticed a big, beauti­

ful home that had been completely de­
stroyed. Suada told us it was where her
brother used to live. Two minutes later
a grenade sounded very near to us.
Never before have I seen such fear on
anyone’s face. Suada immediately ran
into the house and yelled for her hus­
band and children to follow. *
I could not imagine living like that on a
daily basis. I thought how easy it would
be to become complacent, numb,
paralyzed—to lose hope that there is
any way to rise above or improve this
horrible situation. But I shuddered at
what my numbness would risk: accept­
ance of the horrors of the former Yu­
goslavia. *
What harsh irony. I cannot describe the
breathtaking beauty of this place, the
mountains, this snow, this water—and
especially these people. If only we
could see with new eyes the beauty and
ingenuity of God’s Earth and creation
as unique and sacred, then perhaps we
could see one another as God’s chil­
dren. Maybe then, we would find it ab­
solutely impossible to kill. *
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r-\ odern India is a land of great
|\\/ /I contrasts. There are the
I \_J LI vast overcrowded cities of

Mumbai (Bombay) and Calcutta, with
their poverty and degradation equal to
the worst living conditions on the
planet. There are also the lovely farm­
ing communities, with agricultural
practices that have survived industriali­
sation and mechanism. Most, however,
would be surprised to discover that In­
dia also has some villages that are so
isolated that the lifestyle is believed to
be the most primitive in the world. *

India also has some
villages that are so
isolated that the
lifestyle is believed to
be the most primitive
in the world
Living high in the hill country of
Malkangiri, Orissa State, India, are the
Bondo Hills people. These people wear
few clothes and live out a very isolated
lifestyle in a very harsh environment.
For many years they have remained cut

off from the main­
stream of society.
However, local au­
thorities are at­
tempting to draw
the Bondos closer
as their traditional
lands are en­
croached upon by
civilisation. *
While government
efforts to assist the
Bondos and intro­
duce development 

0 Dr Iris Paul, helping the Bondo Hills people

in this isolated area have had little
success, a Christian organisation is
making great inroads. The Reaching
Hand Society (RHS), established in
1994 on the work previously begun by
the late Dr R.A.C. Paul and now contin­
ued by his wife Dr Iris Paul, is effec­
tively reaching and helping the Bondo
people. *
Many serious health needs exist in the
Bondo hills. The most prominent, tu­
berculosis, is a major problem in the
community. Estimates are that 80% of
the population carry this disease. In
addition, violence is common. As a re­
sult the population has declined rapidly.
It is estimated that only 4,000 Bondos
now remain in the beautiful hills of
Malkangiri. *
Travelling through thick rain forest on
primitive, and at times nonexistent,
tracks, Dr Paul and the nineteen RHS
workers reach out in love to many of
these isolated communities. To date,
the RHS work has focused on literacy.
agricultural development and health
work, all within a Christian context. A
special prison outreach has recently
been added to the growing ministry. *
Working in this remote location
presents a great challenge to the staff
of RHS. Temperatures are often in ex­

cess of 30°, with very high humidity.
The villages are extremely remote and
the RHS workers often have to walk
up very steep hills for up to five and a
half hours to reach some villages. How­
ever the RHS staff always express en­
thusiasm for the task as they seek to
present the love of Jesus in this de­
manding area. *
This Australian Churches of Christ
Overseas Mission Board are partners
with RHS as the key funding body for
this vital work. Through our COCOA
(Churches of Christ Overseas Aid) fund
we are providing the necessary finance
to purchase medical and other supplies,
as well as to assist with travel costs.
We’ve also provided a four wheel drive
vehicle and motor bikes to assist with
access to some villages. *
The latest news from Malkangiri is that
the government have allocated a par­
cel of land for RHS to build a small hos­
pital and other facilities. It is hoped to
begin preliminary work on the project
later this year. This vital and fruitful
work is only possible by your contin­
ued support of COCOA. Please remem­
ber all gifts to COCOA of $2.00 and over
are tax deductible. The RHS staff and
people of the Bondo Hills are grateful
for your support. *
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Greetings from the Gulf
BARRIE YESBERG

I
 am the Chaplain and a

Churches of Christ pastor
on the HMAS Melbourne.

We are heading for the Arabian
Gulf on an operational deploy­
ment. *
At the three weeks mark we
have arrived in Goa in India. If
first impressions are anything
to go on, then this was not go­
ing to be a good port in which
to stop. A short walk from the
ship, the town of Vasco de Gama
had a great impact on most of
the crew. Nearly sixteen years
pastoral experience, which in­
cluded time with the Federal
Aborigines Board, as well as liv­
ing in outback towns, had not
prepared me for this experi­
ence. *

Goa had a
sobering impact
upon many of
the crew and it
was not just a
case of the
tummy bug that
went through
the ship either
The smells, seeing people living
on a blanket on the footpath,
human waste and litter every­
where and people, from the very
young, carrying even younger
siblings, to the aged, touching
you and asking for money was
not easy to grasp initially. This
was the same scene over much
of the district of Goa. Quite an
impact on the crew and me as
was evidenced by what they said
to me. *
As I looked into the eyes of the
people I couldn’t help but won­
der whether in their trying to 

put food into their tummies, that
they knew love and hope. There
didn’t seem to be much about,
even though it is a very strong
Roman Catholic area. The Por­
tuguese brought their religion
with them. They venerate the
saints in a way I have not seen.
In the Basilica, for example,
they have the body of St Francis
of Xavier, on display for all to
see. They speak very reverently
about these saints. Their trucks
and buses are named after
saints and I am sure not even
these saints if they were able to,
would be able to protect drivers
and passengers. To be driven by
the Goans is an experience. A
tour guide said “You need a
good driver, good brakes and
good luck”. *
This also opened up some doors
■to talk more about Jesus as well.
We had an Orphanage come to
the ship from Panjim. They
were part of Mother Teresa's
group. The children were over­
awed with it all, and to get ice
cream was something else. On
a return visit to the Orphanage,
we were told by the Sisters that
the children have to leave the
place when they have finished
their schooling. While they
were sorry to see them go and
were aware of what could hap­
pen to them, they were confi­
dent that they had given them
hope for the future, not just
physically but spiritually. This
confidence came as a result of
their own faith in the Lord. The
ones who went were impressed
with the children. Hearing the
children sing many of the old
favourite Sunday School songs,
I could not help praising God
that here were some children
who will grow up to know love
and hope. *
Goa had a sobering impact upon
many of the crew and it was not
just a case of the tummy bug

RAN Chaplain Barrie Yesberg (left) speaking with one of
the crew

that went through the ship ei­
ther. They appreciated that what
they have in Australia is very
good. In the church service on
the Sunday, as we left, we
thanked God for what he has
given us. *
We head now into the opera­
tional area. *
For many of us who have not
been there before, it is an un­
known. The tension is rising as
we go into action mode and will
be like this for the next three
and a half months. *
It is not a long time compared
to what some have experienced
in the past but nevertheless,
real. *
Please pray for the crew and our
families. Please pray that I may
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have many open doors into peo­
ples lives and that Jesus will
become real to many on this
trip. *

Ride the

4s well as sightseeing and shopping in Hong
Kong, this tour offers exposure to Christian
Missions in south-east Asia, including a trip
into China, and a stop over in the Philippines.

Mission Awareness Tour
September 18—October 6,1996

For further information contact

Mobiil Mission Maintenance
870 Yea Road. Whiltlesea, Vic. 3757

Telephone (057) 86 5432
ACNOosieesse
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