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DON SMITH

O
n the numerous occasions I visited the Ham

ilton, Vic, church I never ceased to appreciate the

memorial plaque to Alan Garland, a previous minister of

the church, who died as a prisoner of the Japanese in World

War 2. By chance, I found some references to him in the

minutes of the then Victorian Home Mission Committee

around the time he left for military service. Alan Garland,

Duncan Butler and Don Thomas found themselves in

Changi POW Camp in January 1943. All were graduates of

the College of the Bible, Glen Iris. Fred Adams, who was a 

fellow prisoner, in his article ‘Three Chaplains” (“AC” 20.4.96) tells how the men had cho

sen to serve as “other ranks”, rather than enlist as chaplains. Duncan and Don went to the 

infamous Burma-Siam Railway and carried out multiple roles, including that of honorary

chaplain. * Alan Garland accepted a posting on the Borneo work party as a chaplain. Only

six men survived this terrible experience. One of the survivors tells of the selfless Christian

support and succour given by Alan to those unable to fend for themselves along the horrific

“Sandakan” forced march. There are other stories of his courage, steadfastness and sup

port. Alan Garland also perished on the “Sandakan” march. Fred Adams notes the contribu

tion of each of these men in situations where “starvation, disease, death and brutality were

the norm”. I knew nothing of these details during my numerous visits to Hamilton for the

Vic-Tas Conference, but had always sensed something special about Alan Garland. * The

stories of our five chaplains tell of service in diverse situations. There are other chaplaincy

areas untouched in this issue. * The danger is for this ministry to be overlooked or sidelined

by the local church. Several of our contributors expressed real delight about being asked to

contribute. There are times when they feel forgotten or undervalued. * In our total engage

ment with our society it is important to affirm and support each chaplain as opportunity 

offers. Let s keep contact with them at local, state and national levels. Encourage a chaplain

to share ministry in your congregation. Chaplains also have a responsibility to actively be

long to the local church. We need each other. *
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The Australian Chris
tian welcomes letters
from its readers. Short
letters up to 175 words
stand the best chance
of publication. All
letters may be edited.
We reserve the right to
omit letters altogether.

Church Leadership
Diploma
To the Editor,
Allan Cant’s letter (“AC” 11.2.98)
regarding the new Diploma in
Church Leadership is welcomed.
Knowing Allan and the skills he
exhibited in ministry, I know he
would value the encouragement
of administrative skills in pastoral
work.
The Graduate Diploma Course
does not seek to cover all valid
aspects of ministry. Participants
will be encouraged to use the
Graduate Diploma as a stepping
stone towards further post-gradu
ate qualifications.
Theological education needs to
maintain a balance of sound theo
logical development and practical
skills in ministry. Post-graduate
opportunities for ministers need
to do the same. —Ted Keating

(Wollongong Campus NSW
Theological College)

Thanks from Poland
To the Editor,
I write to extend New Year’s
wishes from the Christian Bible
Institute in Warsaw, part of
Churches of Christ in Poland.
We would like to express our deep
appreciation for your faithfulness
in sending us a free copy of your
magazine. Each copy received is
read by us with great interest.
There are many things we find
inspiring in your articles—for our
personal lives, ministry and fel
lowship with the Lord. It is always
great to learn more about Chris

tians and God’s work in different
parts of the world. Although Aus
tralia is far away, thanks to your
magazine and some personal con
tacts we have, both the country
and Christians who live there
have become very close to us. We
are encouraged by your testimo
nies and faithfulness to the Lord
that you display in your life. May
the Lord continue to use you in
his work.

—Micha Weremiejewicz
(Director) Warsaw, Poland.

(The mailing of this free copy is
made possible through the dona
tion of a reader. —Ed)

Insights from Other
Traditions
To the Editor,
With regard to “Here and There"
(“AC" 11.2.98, page 7), I note also
that the assembly in Harare has
as a theme: “Turn to God—Re
joice in Hope". Konrad Raiser in
To be the Church notes that the
Orthodox churches’ world view is
helping all Christians to move
beyond the understanding that
“Nature has been seen as a re
source to be used and exploited
for the benefit of the human com
munity, something to be trans
formed into human culture"—the
result of “an interpretation of the
doctrine of creation which sees
humanity placed in the centre of
God's creation with a mandate to
subdue and rule over the earth."
Whereas “a life-centred vision re
quires us to learn a relationship
of caring for all living beings and
for all processes which sustain
life”, “human history will have to
be reassessed as an important but
limited part of the history of na
ture." 1 am sure we need the vari
ous insights of Christians from
the different Christian traditions
to move us towards the full under
standing of God’s purpose for
creation. —John Somerville

(Wembley Downs)
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s to the Editor

Archiving our History
To the Editor
Since 1957 the Australian
Churches of Christ Historical So
ciety has gathered material relat
ing to the life and work of our
Australian churches.
These records are presently
stored at the Churches of Christ
Theological College, Mulgrave,
Vic.
Within the restrictions of space,
this material has been organised
into different categories. How
ever, to provide access for answer
ing particular inquiries it is nec
essary to index records more
closely and store this information
on a comprehensive database.
To provide for such a database the
Society is seeking to establish a 

register of volunteers who would

be prepared to assist in an ongo
ing project to index this mate
rial—and incidentally become bet
ter acquainted with the history Of
our churches.
It is envisaged that time spent
would be flexible to suit those
who would be willing to work on
such a task.
If you are able to share in this
project, could you indicate your
interest to Arthur Titter (Archi
vist) on (03) 9792 3142, Robert
Clymer (Secretary) on (03) 9701
1887 or by letter to: Australian
Churches of Christ Historical So
ciety, c/o PO Box 629, Mulgrave
North Vic 3170.

—A.B. Titter
(Noble Park, Vic)

Southport Church of Christ
is seeking q full-time

Children's Pastor
to join their existing pastoral team.

The successful candidate mill need to demonstrate
relevant training, experience and creativity in the area
of children's ministry, as uuell as being able to work
closely with the existing pastoral and lay teams.
Interested persons please apply In writing to Bill
Thorburn, PO Box 2472, Southport Qld 4215, by 13
March, giving details of training, ministry experience,
recent church history and referees, and any other relevant
matters. Job description, etc, available by phoning (07)
5594 6633.

Dear Readers,
Welcome to our second issue
for 1998. We are now well un
der way with planning for fu
ture issues and our annual

meeting in April.
Additional copies of recent is
sues are always available for
promotional purposes. These
are especially useful where
there has been some refer
ence to a local church or other
happening of interest to mem
bers.
Chaplaincy is the focus for this
issue. Space prevents cover
age of every aspect of chap
laincy. Several of the areas
omitted have received cover
age in the last year or so. The
photo used on our cover has
been provided by ITIM, Vic.
In this issue we are pleased to
introduce Beverley Grenfell,
one of our two new Board
members. In the last issue we
made reference to our two new
female appointees and com
mented that these were the
first female appointees. Alas,
knowledge and memory failed
us and we thank Chris
Ambrose who has noted that
Merle Peacock represented
Western Australia for a period
during the 1980s. It is good to 

have the past Editor keeping
on eye on things for us.
In this issue we present the
first of three articles by Dr
Lesslie Newbigin, a distin
guished missionary states
man, theologian and writer of
international significance. The
material has been in hand for
some months, but has been
held over to use as a special
feature at the beginning of this
year. Dr Martin Robinson of
our British churches was in
strumental in obtaining these
articles for us. He has had
close links with Lesslie
Newbigin. We have just re
ceived news that Lesslie
Newbigin died on 30 January
at 88 years- of age. At a later
point we shall carry a tribute.
We invite contact from any
reader, or someone known to
a reader, who may be inter
ested in assisting with proof
reading, which is done at the
North Essendon office on a
Monday morning, for each of
the 22 issues of the year.

Multicultural Celebration
A new outreach in
Melbourne's north.

Sundays at Six,
commencing 1 March.

Featuring music and testimonies
from India, Cambodia, the Pacific,

Vietnam. Indonesia. China, Sri
Lanka. Africa.

A House of Prayer for All Nations
At Church of Clttist Thombury, Vic

(Cnr Smith St Ik George’s Hoad)
Further details:

Barry Jenkins (03) 9484 2918.

£s-^$t Pontius' Puddle
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Churches off Christ stud era its graduate in
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MaG’sr&Gacsm Hfcfi
Unfamiliar team-mates conquer the
Murray Marathon

Three Churches of Christ stu
dents were among the nineteen
graduates who received awards at
the 20th Graduation Service of the
West Australian Bible College.
They were Peter Cowley from the
River vale Church of Christ. Geoff
Glover from the Perth City
Church bf Christ and Lachlan
Spicer from the Kalamunda'
Church of Christ. The theme of
the service was “Holiness”, intro-.
duced by the senior student, Nigel
Britton. At the conclusion of the
service an Indonesian choir sang receiving his award from
“Holy, Holy, Holy". the College treasurer, Mr Marathon winners: Neville Hiatt (front) and Tim

MaCsofrogj
Ktew®
Festival SA
Festival SA with Franklin
Graham reports 3000 re
sponses in a three-night
evangelistic event recently
held in_Adelaide. Report to
follow.
Lesslie Newbigin

'Lesslie Newbigin, world
missionary statesman and
author, died 30 January in
the UK. ‘

Kevin Dalziell.

_ A feature of the-College has been
the multicultural aspect, with fif
teen different nationalities among
the student body. After each of the
graduates had creatively shared
some aspect of their practical min
istry or their College experiences,
the awards were presented.
Ten students received a Certifi
cate in Christian Knowledge, five
students a three-year Diploma of
Christian Ministry, three a BA in
Pastoral Ministry, one a Graduate
Diploma in Christian Ministry.
Inquiries regarding enrolments
for 1998 can be made to the Col
lege administrator on (08) 9453
9189.

Gledhill (rear) at the finish line

The winners of the Murray Mara
thon's Junior Men’s Touring
Kayak doubles section really did
make a marathon effort. Two
weeks before the race it looked
like there was no-one available to
partner Neville Hiatt, from the
Horsham Church of Christ, Vic,
in the TK2 race along the Murray.
Thanks to Melbourne Christian
Radio, Tim Gledhill, from Tasma
nia, heard of the need and indi
cated his willingness to take on
the challenge.
With very little time to prepare
themselves as a team for the race,
Neville and Tim had a major chal
lenge ahead of them. Vin Waters,
who assisted them in their prepa-

“intelligent, fit and prepared to lis
ten and learn”. Vin is full of praise
for the pair, who paddled as part
of the Explorer Canoe Club team,
“They worked as a team. Their -
timing was spot on. Neville set the
pace at the front and Tim re
sponded well to whatever pace
was set.”
For Neville the final day was a
special one. Not only did Neville
and Tim finish in winning time,
but Neville’s family had travelled
to Swan- Hill to cheer the pair
across the finish line. Back in
Horsham, relaxing after a suc
cessful effort. Neville was last
heard making plans for his in- •
volvement in this year's mara-

Invitatibn to past member of the
ration, commented that they were thon!

Merredin Church of Christ, WA
You are invited to attend the 40 th Anniversary of the
opening of the Merredin Church of Christ buildings.

Evening of reminiscing—Saturday 28 March 1998.
Sunday Services—combining with eastern wheatbelt churches—

Sunday 29 March 1998.
RSVP IS March to PO Box 122, Merredin WA 6415.

Further inquiries (08) 9041 1741—Gloria Banks
(08) 9041 1230—Rhonda Chapman
or fax (08) 9041 2570.

Toowoomba’s Quietest caravan park—(076) 35 1747

GARDEN CITY
CARAVAN PARK

Elser St, Toowoomba

• En suite cabins
•Overnight vans
• Powered 8< en suite powered sites
• Swimming pool & free BBQs



News

Leadership 2000
Applications for'leadership training op
portunity now available

The Leadership 2000 program
that was to be held in the USA in
September this year has been
postponed until January 1999.
This will enable a leadership con
ference organised each year by
Robert Schuller Ministries to be
incorporated into the schedule.
This conference brings to the one
platform outstanding church lead
ers from around the world.
Successful applicants for Leader
ship 2000 display a strong desire
to enhance their leadership skills
in a local church, particularly in
relationship to larger congrega

tions. Leadership 2000, through
the support of Christian Projects,
has been able to subsidise air
fares and accommodation for
Leadership Programs in 1989,
1993 and 1996. Forty-five minis
ters have benefited from this ex
perience.
The first round of interviews for
the 1999 trip are be held at
Blackburn, Vic, on Friday, 20 Feb
ruary. Other interviews will be
held in Sydney and Adelaide on
dates to be announced. Applica
tion forms can be obtained by
phoning (02) 4226 5022.

40°C Heat for
Tennis
Annual WA event feels the heat

Graham Carslake, coordinator of
the WA, Churches of Christ Aus
tralia Day Annual Tennis Compe
tition, reports that the competi
tion took place in 40° C heat, with
a welcome breeze appearing in
die afternoon. The annual compe
tition is an established part of WA 

life and draws participants from
city and country churches to
gether in a sport and picnic atmos:
phere.
Freda and Graham Carslake were
the coordinators. Tom Morrison,
State Conference President pre
sented the trophies.

Monash ItrtidliuKS'EDOM
David Moyes inducted as Senior Minister

On 1 February, more than 330
were present to see David Moyes
inducted as Senior Minister of-
Monash City Church of Christ,
Vic, by the President of the Vic-
Tas Conference, Lindsay Dew
berry, assisted by the elders and
members of the ministry team.
David and his wife Leisl, and their
children Brianna and Chelsea,
have come to Monash City after
completing a successful ministry
at the Epping, NSW, church.-
Speaker for the occasion was
David's father. Dr Gordon Moyes,
Superintendent of Wesley Mis
sion, Sydney, who brought a chal
lenge to ministry for David and
the congregation on the theme
“Adding to your Ministry”.

Lindsay Dewberry, Vic-Tas
Conference President,
inducting David Moyes
into ministry at Monash

Here and There
Answers in Genesis

The Creation Science Foundation

has changed its name to "Answers

in Genesis”. The Brisbane-based

organisation says, “We’ve long

been concerned about the ease

with which people can confuse the

name of our non-denominational

ministry with cultic groups like

‘Christian Science’ or ‘Scien

tology’.”

The church, seeking to imple
ment its slogan: “A community
church—In the heart of the com
munity—With the community at
heart”, readily accepted the
charge to support David’s minis
try and participate in mutual min
istry with him.
The Monash Community church
looks forward to a significant min
istry to the local community un
der David’s leadership. Members
and guests were served lunch at
the conclusion of the service.

Visiting Canberra?
! Stay with a Church Family
< A number of Canberra church families offer

accommodation in their homes at basic bed and
breakfast rates to help raise funds for
“Home Mission” extensions in the ACT

I
I
I
I
I

If you would like to enjoy friendly “one of the family"
hospitality in Canberra write for particulars to:

Lyn Swift
34 Yiman Street,
Waramanga ACT 2611
Phone (062) 88 2050

Barbara Kennedy
6 Sharp Place,
Melba ACT 2615
Phone (062) 581360

Advance bookings appreciated

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Straek
Removals—Storage—

Packing—Pianos
All Suburbs—Country—

Interstate
David Strack

(Proprietor)

Office and Store
45 McIntosh Street
Airport West 3042

Telephone (03) 9370 3737
(03) 9330 2211

Fax (03) 9330 3039
AU (054) 27 0472

“Service since 1907"

L. C. F. Higgins
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067.
Phone (08) 8362 1665

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Retirement Planning
• Taxation Returns

Chartered Accountant
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National conference planned for May

Queensland’s new member on the
Board of The Australian Christian
is Beverley Grenfell of Toowoom
ba. Beverley will attend her first
meeting on 4 April.
She works as a Clinical Nurse
Consultant with Community
Health, Toowoomba.
Beverley is a member of the
Hume Street, Toowoomba,
church.

■She has had an active involvement
with many aspects of local church
life and the state camping pro
gram. •
Over the last seventeen years she
has been involved with the
Queensland Social Service De
partment of Churches of Christ
and is currently President of
Queensland Churches of Christ

Beverley Grenfell

Care.
She also holds office with Queens
land’s Women’s Ministries and
the Toowoomba Regional Com
mittee for the Ageing.

The National Literature Department invites the submis
sion of colour slides for possible inclusion in the very
popular Churches of Christ Calendar for 1999.
Photographs are needed from all states and territories
of Australia, and from PNG and Vanuatu.
Criteria for selection include photographic excellence,
variety of subject matter and the church year.

(Please include location of scenes.)

Forward to:- National Literature Department
PO Box 101
Essendon North Vic 3041
by 31 March 1998.

Frank Retief, a South African church planter, will be the
main speaker at a national conference on church plant
ing in Sydney, 4-7 May, under sponsorship of the United
Evangelistic Council of NSW. Frank and his wife planted
their first church in Capetown 30 years ago and have
seen the ministry expand to 20 daughter churches. Other
speakers will include Milton Oliver, Director of Church
Planting, Vic-Tas Conference, and Alan Webb, former
minister of Swanston St, Melbourne, church, now Direc
tor ofOMF. (For details see insert included with this
issue.)

©[TO® ©thuuwh
Two nationalities, two congregations;
one church.

In his response to the prayers and
welcome as he commenced a new
ministry appointment at Thorn-
bury, Vic, on 8 February, Barry
Jenkins spoke of the need for a
multicultural approach to minis
try in Melbourne’s north. The
church will work closely with
Cook Islanders who are a congre
gation affiliated with the Assem
blies of God who use the
Thornbury chapel.
“We are two congregations with
separate meetings and leadership,
but we must not be landlords and 

tenants, we must not even see the
Cook Islanders as Christian
friends using our buildings! We
are one church! That is our start
ing point!"
The Islanders, led by their pastor
Geoff Pare and their band, led the
worship at the commencement
service.
The two congregations are plan
ning to meet together for prayer
and are jointly involved in a new
series of multicultural celebra
tions to begin at Thornbury in
March.
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Templestowe Orchards Retirement Village
established by the Templestowe Baptist Church, is a resident-funded
village with 44 independent-living units and 53 luxury fully-serviced
apartments, offering mature residents the security, comfort, support
and companionship of a caring environment.

Situated in an established residential area, we provide:
* 24-hour staffing and emergency call system
* respite care
* quality personal care for all Village residents
* dining room where freshly-prepared meals are. served daily
* mini bus for shopping trips and outings
* regular social activities and entertainment
* many other quality features.

Templestowe Orchards Retirement Village
107 Andersons Creek Road
Doncaster East Vic 3109. .
Mdway Bxf: Map 34 E7 .
A ministry of Templestowe Baptist Church.
Telephone (03) 9842 8433 to arrange a visit or further information.

330-350 Frankston- . H
Dandenong Road
Seaford Vic 3198 * . ’

Phone'(03) 9786 8679 •: |-

. Managed by" •.
Church of Christ lj

Frankston • il
1- and 2-bedroom villas
Motel-type lodge suites

Waiting list open "

DUAL FOR ’
NEW HOPE-
(03) 9877 9191

DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
The Council for Christian Education in Schools,.an ecumenical body
responsible for religious education and chaplaincy in Victorian state
schools, seeks a Development Officer to work with the Marketing
Manager in fundraising and recruitment of volunteers.
The successful applicant should be an experienced fundraiser, a self
starter and a person that enjoys meeting people. An appropriate
remuneration package will be offered for this position. Membership of
the Fundraising Institute of Australia would be an advantage.
A job description is available on request.
Application should be made by 16 .March to:

Mr Keith Amos
■ Marketing Manager

3/377 Little Lonsdale Street
Melbourne Vic 3000. /TZfrVTS
Tel. (03) 9602 1993, Fax (03) 9642 0634. CCES

Church Revitalisation
Empowering Churches & Releusi,ig Lc-nk-rs |

• Hit A Growth Barrier?. .. , .
• Leaders Need Empowering?
• Mission/Vision Clarity Needed?
• Would Personal Coaching Help? . -

then a Coaching Consultant/Pastor
could be your answer

p-°- Box 306' Niddrie, Victoria 3042.
LW-&UW.«Phone/Fax (03) 9331 6506

“An affordable kingdom ministry tailored to your needs;”

Penrith Church of Christ
50th Anniversary

4 April 1998
5.00 pm Fellowship Tea , followed by

entertainment.
5 April 1998
9.30 am Communion and Worship
12.00 noon Light Lunch

7.00 pm Gospel Service
Special speaker: Bruce Armstrong

For those attending fellowship tea and/or lunch, please
advise by 14 March to: F. Ellis, 31 Byrne St,

Lapstone NSW 2773; or phone (02) 4739 3638.

Full or Part-Time Ministry Position
Salt Ash Community Church of Christ

Port Stephens NSW

Salt Ash is a small semi-rural comminity 25
minutes from Newcastle, NSW, at the heart of
Port Stephens shire. It has enormous potential.
The Pastor Salt Ash Community Church is
looking for is a man who is a visionary, a
discipler, an encourager and is keen to work
with a strong leadership team.

The position is vacant now.
For further details send introductory letter to:

The Secretary
PO Box 19
MEDOWIE NSW 2318

8 (32) The Australian Christian 25 February 1998
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( t p-i I1—- ) y geez, it’s orright fer
> some people!” one of

------ the wags along the bay
of a factory will sometimes say with a
smirk when he sees the chaplain sidling
through the trappings of machinery
and production. “How’d y’ be with
nuthin’t’ do all day, but wander around
havin’ a chat with everyone!”
“Yeah, it’s a hard life,” I agree. “How
about we do a swap for awhile and let
me do some real work!”
“You reckon you can do this?” he chal
lenges.

A high proportion of
people encountered
would never be seen
within a bull’s roar of
a traditional church.

“I might if you teach me,” I say, “and
you’d do pretty well with the talking
part of my job!”
“Ahh no ye don’t! I got enough troubles
o’ me own without worryin’ about eve
ryone else’s!” he says.
“Charlie, I always thought troubles
passed you by like numbers in the Tatts
draw.”
“Yeah, well I wouldn’t mind cornin’ up
with the big one right now, I can tell
you! What with a stack of bills from
Christmas, and the kids gettin’ set up
fer school again”
So the talk continues for only a few
minutes, but it ends with “Charlie” re
vealing that his real concern is his mar
riage of 21 years which is teetering on
disaster. It seems that money problems
have precipitated the latest crisis, but
the foundations have been shaky for
some time. This is the “bread and but

ter work” of chaplaincy. Out of such an
ordinary encounter arise various pos
sibilities of intervention, from low-key
support as a sounding board, to mar
riage counselling or family therapy, and
referral for financial advice.
Chaplaincy is geared to be preventive,
defusing before the bomb explodes and
debriefing so that tragedy does not fes
ter into catastrophe. The effectiveness
of this kind of work is not so often to
be gauged by the outcomes of formal
counselling, as by the less-evident suc
cesses of people who have been ena
bled to avert crises and dysfunction.
Because the chaplain becomes a famil
iar figure, it is not a big deal for some
one to stop to chat or to ask the odd
question that they have often wondered
about, but never had the right person
to ask. A high proportion of people en
countered would never be seen within
a bull’s roar of a traditional church. Nor
would too many think of using a mem
ber of the clergy as a celebrant for sig
nificant family occasions.
That is where a chaplain is able to fulfil
a unique role. Just as a “user-friendly”
computer program can break through
the mystique and difficulty faced by a
reluctant computer novice, so a chap
lain can become the “user-friendly” face
of the church, cutting through the per
ceived “hocus pocus” of alien liturgy
and “other-worldliness”. At times the
task can be quite daunting, particularly
when you first move into a work envi
ronment where there is no precedent
for the role. Though the question has
never been asked point blank within my
hearing, there have been occasions
when you could well feel the sentiment,
“Who needs a b*** chaplain, anyway!"
The beauty of working on the site is the
fairly free accessibility right across the
board; of employees in the factory, of

fice staff, management and external
reps. It also incorporates the broader
services of training programs and the
use of diagnostic tools to analyse things
such as organisational culture, person
ality types and personal skills.
Regardless of many current require
ments to project a clinically profes
sional image and the trend of some or
ganisations to opt for supposedly more
economical off-site services, which are
also offered, it is still a fact that “walk
ing the floor” as a model of care has no
rival for being as close as you can get
to people’s ups and downs.
Knowing something of the history, the
relationships, the temperaments and
the natural groupings of people can be
a great help in “earning the right” to
address their anxieties and to authen
tically come alongside when people are
most vulnerable in times of illness or
tragedy. These are the blessings that
give reason and fortitude to the more
difficult days of loneliness and lack of
drive. Chaplaincy is truly a job where
God’s strength is constantly being
made perfect in human weakness.
Shirley Ludgater is a Victorian Churches of Christ

minister who is a chaplain with the Inter-Church

Trade and Industry Mission (Australia) Limited

(ITIM Australia).
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Army Chaplaincy
RUSSELL MUTZELBURG

I
 am sometimes asked by soldiers,
“Padre, why did you join the
army?”. More frequently, they

might ask the more awkward question,
“What do you do?" At first I found it
difficult to answer both of those ques
tions, but I now recognise that they are
usually asked in the context of genu
ine friendliness and sincerity. Most who
ask appear to recognise that army chap
lains are different from them in some
way, and they want to know why. Some
times my response is quite brief. At
other times I might talk about my own
faith in God and how various experi
ences and friends I’ve had as a Chris-

Our “parish” is not
filled with God-loving,
spiritually discerning
people, but with
honest and happy
battlers.
tian have drawn me into military chap
laincy, where for the time being I be
lieve I can best represent God to peo
ple and help them along the way.
Military chaplaincy is therefore, in
many respects, like all other chaplaincy.
We take to ourselves the compassion
of Christ and minister to the hurting,
troubled, lonely and confused in his
name. It means that we have access not
only to the soldiers and officers, but
also to their families in all sorts of com
plex occasions. Army chaplains do
much the same as any other Christian
minister. We marry, counsel, baptise,
and if necessary, take their funerals. We
visit hospitals, homes and jails. We
sometimes come across Christian sol
diers and it is our privilege to encour

age them in their own faith and witness
on behalf of their own home church or
denomination. More often than not, our
“parish” is not filled with God-loving,
spiritually discerning people, but with
honest and happy battlers, the ones
who aren’t afraid to swear and curse,
or to tell of their anger and fears and
prejudices, or even of their exploits of
love. They have no reason to hide any
thing. It was this same sort of person
that Jesus found it so easy to love for
their honesty and simplistic faith. So,
aware of the tender heart of Jesus,
army chaplains try to love these peo
ple as God would himself love them.
But army chaplains are, I feel, unique
in our chaplaincy, in that we ourselves
are part of the military life and sub-cul
ture. We wear the uniform. We come
under the discipline of military regi
mentation and law. We go “out bush”
with the soldiers, sleeping on the
ground under small sheets of nylon that
come to be called “home”. We take
church services in the bush at oddly-
timed opportunities, sometimes with a
blackened stump or flat rock as our
communion table. And, depending on
the unit to which we are attached, we
might jump from aeroplanes or ride in
the back of Land Rover jeeps or trucks,
or, more likely, we might walk with all
our meagre possessions in a heavy pack
on our back. But it is in this that the
army chaplain finds his acceptability
among soldiers, earning from them the
right to be part of their times of crisis
or celebration. The suffering or lonely
soldier will invariably speak of personal
crisis and of spiritual emptiness to a
chaplain he knows and trusts. The sol
dier with a new baby, or who has been
promoted in rank, or who has won
some award, will share the joy with the
chaplain who cares for all aspects of his

life. And, should ever Australian sol
diers again be called on to take up arms
in defence of this nation, the army chap
lain who knows the soldier will be there
with him, praying with him, reminding
him of home and loved ones and God,
and when all is done, rejoicing with him
in home-coming.
Army chaplaincy is a privileged serv
ice for the Lord. It’s often hard and
lonely for the chaplain, striving to main
tain his faithfulness and devotion, while
himself feeling the same strains of sepa
ration from family or the pains of tak
ing upon himself the agonies of those
to whom he ministers. Army chaplains
serve the Lord and the church in the
military environment. We have not “left
the ministry” as some unknowing
Christians sometimes suggest. Rather,
we take the ministry of the Lord into
the setting of needing humanity. We
appreciate your prayers and covet your
words of encouragement.
Russell Mutzelburg Is a graduate of Kenmore

College, Old, with previous ministries In Vanuatu

and Queensland. He holds the rank of Chaplain

Division 2 (Major) and is based with the 7th Task

Force, Enoggera, Qld.
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JOAN FEWSTER

,' o—1 chool Chaplaincy in my expe-
2?,-- > rience is a combination of “be-

ing on the cutting edge”, like
those in the film Raiders of the Lost Ark,
but in my case on the cutting edge of
ministry. Excitement, challenge and a
sense of adventure are all part of chap
laincy; together with the need to be a
wise, discerning counsellor.
Forrestfield Senior High School, WA,
had not had a chaplain prior to my ap
pointment, so I felt that we were all
learners as to what a chaplain would be.
The most significant statement of my
role for me, was, “To be a Christian

To serve Christ in the
school with the diverse
cultural backgrounds
and, beliefs is both a
challenge and
responsibility.
presence in the school”. It was thrill
ing when a senior staff member, who
initially did not agree with the idea of
having a chaplain, came to me at the
end of the first year and said, “You re
ally have been a Christian witness and
presence in this school”. I believe this
is the underlying criteria for any chap
lain, regardless of the activities they are
involved in or programs they run.
Abseiling, canoeing and bush walking
are not my forte, as they are for some
chaplains. You will find a diverse vari
ety of gifts and talents, personalities,
age differences and spiritual maturity
among chaplains in this state.
My first responsibility was to establish
the role of chaplaincy in the
Forrestfield S.H.S. After numerous
drafts we came up with one that was 

agreeable to all parties. Those first few
weeks, when I had to share a small of
fice with the Social Worker, find my way
around the school, begin to get to know
the staff of approximately eighty and a
student body of over eleven hundred
young people, were rather overwhelm
ing. Some days I would put my head on
my desk and say “Lord, what am I do
ing here? Where do I begin?” Gradu
ally, with the encouragement of another
local high school chaplain and the won
derful support of staff members, the
local churches’ District Council, people
in the community and lots of prayer
support, I began to develop my confi
dence, establish programs and build
trusting relationships with staff, stu
dents and parents.
A motto I found useful was, “Everyone
needs a friend sometimes and the chap
lain is your friend.” Whether I was
counselling a student at risk, sorting
out squabbles among friends, or deal
ing with issues related to faith or home
and family, each situation required
good listening skills, empathy with
their situation and identifying their feel
ings. .
Often I was called on to be a mediator
between students and staff, students
and parents and other community serv
ices. The year groups’ camping pro
grams are fun to be involved in, provid
ing you are prepared for sleepless
nights, early mornings and high noise
levels. Camps are great opportunities
to get to know staff and students bet
ter.
“Crowded House” has continued to be
an exciting, dynamic lunchtime pro
gram, with awesome fun and competi
tive games, as well as the all-important
“God Spot”. This program has been run
in the school each Friday by dedicated
young adults from local churches who

have a real sense of mission to the lo
cal school. As a result, a number of stu
dents join local church youth groups.
My role has been that of facilitator, not
only with “Crowded House", but in in
troducing other Christian programs
into the school. These programs have
included SUIS, Youth Alive bands, the
Youth for Christ Multi Media, a locally-
produced multimedia by Powerhouse
Inc. and Spectrum, which is an adoles
cents’ peer support grief program,
which deals with issues relating to di
vorce, death and significant loss.
To be a school chaplain is a wonderful
privilege. To serve Christ in the school
with the diverse cultural backgrounds
and beliefs of students and staff is both
a challenge and responsibility. To reach
out to them by the Spirit in love, to pray
with them, to share his Word when ap
propriate, to be a friend and be able to
tell them what a friend he can be is a
privilege.
Joan Fewster is an ordained minister of Churches

of Christ. Joan lectures at the Western Austral

ian Bible College, where her husband Geolt is

the Principal. During the past three and half

years Joan has been the Chaplain at the

Forresllield Senior High School in Perth, WA.
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RICHARD HOWARTH

I
t’s been almost six months since
beginning my chaplaincy role at
Long Bay Gaol, Sydney. Many of

my misconceptions about prison life
have changed as experience and real
ity shatter the myths and fallacies of
previously ill-informed opinions which
I once believed to be fact
I find the following are the most fre
quently asked questions about prison
chaplaincy.
What is it like?
Appearance wise, it’s probably not un
like the prisons you sometimes see in

Prison is nothing
like a motel.
the movies. High walls, lots of bars,
gates, wire mesh and razor wire, offic
ers or wardens walking around in blue
uniforms and inmates wearing green.
Looming up amid all this are the places
the inmates call home. At the Bay they
generally consist of cells no bigger then
your bathroom, contained in huge
multi-storied blocks.
An inmate once said of a maximum se
curity section of the gaol, “If you want
to get an idea of what it’s like, lock your
self in your bathroom for six months
with another person, getting let out
each day to walk around your back yard
for six hours.” Add to this the words of
a Catholic Sister that I read, “First, im
agine a world without nature, children,
the opposite sex, elderly couples, or
where you have literally no choice day
after day. Your clothes, food, timetable,
contact with your family, leisure and
work are determined in most cases for
you. Your personal environment is a
mix of companions you did not choose:
first offenders with lifers, property of
fenders with offenders against the per

son, a mix that has led to prison being
described as a ‘university of crime’.
“Think for a moment what such a com
bination could mean for personal devel
opment, for the establishment of
healthy human relationships. It is a
recipe for personal destruction, de
structiveness which reaches out even
to the innocent families of offenders, a
destructiveness which extends even to
those who work within the system.”
Prison is nothing like a motel.
What are the prisoners like?
The Australian Institute of Criminology
provides what I believe is an accurate,
yet superficial, profile of a typical pris
oner. “The prisoner is likely to be male,
between 20 and 29 years, Australian-
born, and in certain states and prisons,
aboriginal, a person who has not com
pleted a secondary education and is
unemployed at the time of the offence.
A relatively large number of persons ap
pearing before the courts suffer some
sort of intellectual disability. About 10%
of Australian prisoners are intellectu
ally handicapped, and a substantial
number are psychologically disturbed.
A high percentage of prisoners are af
fected by alcohol at the time of the of
fence.”
Most of the guys I encounter would fit
this profile. What the profile doesn’t
show is that a large proportion has also,
at sometime before becoming offend
ers, been victims themselves; usually
as a result of an abuse of trust by a per
son who has some degree of power
and/or control over the inmate, e.g.
parent, relative and such like.
What do I do?
I think an inmate was in touch with the
prison chaplain’s role when he ex
tended his outstretched fingers over his
face and said, ‘The real prison is not
the walls that surround this place, the

real prison is here.” When the chaplain
looks around his church family in gaol
he just doesn’t see a killer, a transves
tite, a sex offender or a car thief. What
he sees are people whom God loved so
much that his son was prepared to die
for them.
For me, helping them through God’s
power to know this, is primary to meet
ing practical and emotional needs. It
doesn’t mean that such things are not
important. Corrective Services employ
a whole army of psychologists, welfare
workers, education officers and drug
and alcohol workers to deal with the
many problems. In short my role as
chaplain often crosses the boundaries
of psychology, education and welfare
worker, but underlying all that I do
there is a far more important task of as
sisting inmates, as I journey with them,
to find answers to the ultimate con
cerns of life.
This then is prison as seen through the
eyes of a prison chaplain. I hope this
brief behind-the-walls glimpse will give
you a greater understanding of the en
vironment I minister in, the people I
minister to, and how I go about it.
Richard Howarth has previously ministered with

Bexley North and Paddington Churches of Christ,

NSW. He currently works with Churches of Christ

Community Care and Welfare, NSW.
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CYRIL MULLER

ertiary chaplaincy varies from
institution to institution. It is
shaped by the particular skills

The services of our chaplains were
sought by staff and students through
out 1997. It was a year of significant 

and interests of each chaplain. The pro
file and style of a chaplaincy depends

_on the .relationship that is developed
between the chaplain, the chaplaincy
team and .the institution’s administra
tion. Within tertiary institutions the
only rights chaplains have are those
that are earned. Chaplains need to be
seen as-worthwhile by contributing to
the-good of the institution, as a whole.

■; Tertiary study can be
quite isolating for
some students, while

' for. many it’s a time of
great enjoyment,
socially and
academically

changes within the university. Many
staff were retrenched, and in some
Cases whole departments were restruc
tured. Our chaplains form part of the
support network for these people.
Chaplaincy conjures many images. Of
ten students tell us that, initially, they
had reservations about approaching
chaplains. They expected to be told
what they must believe or how they
must live. When they find the courage
to visit the chaplaincy centre, they find
people who listen to them, who enter
with them into the concerns and strug
gles they have. Our chaplains encour
age students to identify the strengths
and understanding they have within
themselves. Chaplains can enable stu-.
dents to find ways to deal with the chal
lenges they face.
Students who develop problem-solving
and decision-making skills are better 

perceive to be unchristian, secular or
in other ways perverted. Some of these
students are unable to continue with
this dualistic approach and drop out of
study or lose their faith relationship
with Christ. Some are lured to groups
that are very damaging. Some opt out
of life.
Chaplaincy offers a venue to wrestle
with faith issues. Chaplains facilitate
Bible study, prayer time, worship, ori- 

equipped to deal with many of the other entation camps, family friendship pro
Today tertiary institutions are chang
ing dramatically. There may be several
campuses around which students
travel. There is an increasing use of
“flexible delivery”-, which means more
computer technology and less personal
interaction. Tertiary study can be quite
isolating for some students, while for
many it’s a time of great enjoyment,
socially and academically.
The University of Queensland Chap
laincy team works together using the
diverse backgrounds and abilities of
each member to reach throughout the
University. Our commitment to our
faith and work is recognised by the
University administration. Our strate
gic plan gives us our direction and our
action plan assists us in achieving our
goals.

pressures of life. As they grow m their
Christian faith and gain a greater un
derstanding of the world around them,
they are more able to adapt to and ac
cept life.
Opportunities available to students in
tertiary study are varied and extensive,
which is challenging. That’s life! I am
not concerned for those students who
question the faith understanding they
have acquired from Sunday School or
other sources. These students are usu
ally open and honest in their search for
truth.
I am concerned for those students who
have a closed mind and who already
know “the truth”. Many of them have a
really hard time. They attempt to keep
separate their beliefs about their Chris
tian faith while studying things they

grams for international students, coun
selling, and referral to appropriate spe
cialists when required. Chaplains pro
vide opportunities for social interac
tion. Chaplains assist students when
they can’t find their way physically,
emotionally, psychologically or spiritu
ally. Chaplains link students to a local
church when appropriate. Chaplains
write letters of encouragement to all
students whose names are supplied by
their home churches. These are some
of the areas in which tertiary chaplains
work.
Cyril Muller Is a chaplain at The University of

Queensland, representing Churches of Christ,

Baptist, Presbyterian and Salvation Army de

nominations. He Is the Director ol Marriage and

Family Ministries and Coordinator of the Cult

Information Service.
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Visions of Freedom
LESSLIE NEWBIGIN

F
reedom is a key word

for the definition of con
temporary liberal soci

ety. But it is usually freedom
conceived negatively, freedom
as the absence of all constraint
upon my actions. “Deregula
tion" is its master key. The vast
proliferation of TV channels is
hailed as an increment of free
dom; one has the privilege of

The vast
proliferation of
TV channels is
hailed as an
increment of
freedom; one
has the privilege
of choosing
between fifty
varieties of
trash instead of
twenty.
choosing between fifty varieties
of trash instead of twenty. If
freedom is thus envisaged as
the minimalising of external
constraints, the ultimate para
digm of freedom would be an as
tronaut whose link with the
space-module has been severed 

so that he is floating in space,
free even from the constraint of
gravity. But he would be power
less to do anything. The nega
tive understanding of freedom
leads to absurdity.
To have freedom to achieve any
purpose, one must be in contact
with reality, and reality con
strains us. Hence, as Jesus said,
it is truth which sets us free. We
are free only in so far as we are
committed to and bound by the
truth. Otherwise, as Jesus said
to his indignant hearers, “In
your supposed freedom, you
will be enslaved by that which
is not the truth". Since Jesus is
himself the truth, the reality by
whom, through whom and for
whom all things exist, it is when
we are bound to Jesus we are
free.
The affirmation of the preced
ing paragraph is rejected by our
contemporaries with the same
indignation as that which
greeted the words of Jesus to
which I have referred. This has
particular contemporary impor
tance with the reference to the
upbringing of children. The
word “freedom" is invoked by
parents to affirm the right of
children to make their own de
cisions about what is right or
wrong, good or bad, worthy or
trivial. And the much over
worked and little examined con
cept of “rights" is used to defend
children against the efforts of 

Bethel Funerals
The Caring Australian Alternative

A unique Christian funeral company
supporting the work of missions

24-hour, 7-day service
Pre-arranged and pre-paid funerals

(03) 9877 9900 (all hours) fax (03) 9877 0544
107 Koonung Road, Blackburn Vic 3130

elders and teachers
to impose upon
them any particular
views on these mat
ters.
This seems to be a
point at which there
is a head-on collision
between the Chris
tian tradition and the
prevailing contem
porary ideology in liberal west
ern societies. (Traditional Asian
and African societies are still,
thank God, resistant to these
ideological pressures.) It is at
the very heart of the Christian
faith that God has made known
his design for human living, in
a unique manner, to the people
whom he chose to be a royal
priesthood for all the nations;
that this people have been given
in the Torah what has not been
given to the rest of humankind;
and that it is the duty binding
upon all parents to use all pos
sible diligence to pass on this
knowledge to their children.
And because this is so, children
have a corresponding duty to
honour their parents. Insofar as
this duty is entrusted by parents
to other teachers, the same hon
our is due to these teachers in
respect of their discharge of this
responsibility. (I realise that one
can and must ask questions
about the motives for and the
implications of the action of
Governments in setting up sys
tems of national education in the
period since the Enlightenment
and the industrial revolution,
but these questions cannot
wholly invalidate the point I am

making.) Children on the one
hand and parents and teachers
on the other, are not just friends
on equal terms. There is an
asymmetrical duty of teaching
and guidance on the one part,
and of learning and obedience
on the other. If we speak of the
“rights” of children, we must
speak of their right to have good
parents and teachers. But to say
this is to point to the inappro
priateness of "rights” language
in this, as in so many other con
texts.
“If you abide in my teachings,”
said Jesus “you will know the
truth and the truth will .make
you free.” There is no freedom
except in obedience to the
truth. In the end we have to
learn to obey the Lord, even
when that leads us to question
and perhaps depart from the
earlier teaching of parents and
teachers, but there is no way by
which we can learn obedience
to God, except by first learning
obedience to those who brought-
us into the world and tried to
teach us. And all such must
have burned into their memo
ries the awesome words of Je
sus about those who cause his

little ones to stumble.

Sydney
Adelaide
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Country
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a of Fact and Opinion
V.INEY LONGTKORP

£ {-y^ eligion in Holland A
’ report by the Catholic
__I I—L broadcasting organi

sation KRORKK" claims that
most Dutch people "want
churches to play a significant
role in society even though they
find the churches less and less
important in their personal
lives”. Furthermore, “rather
than being seen as vital to the
faith of their members,
churches are regarded as pub
lic institutions playing a con
structive role ip society.” In

Researchers
have discovered
evidence that
the area was
overwhelmed
by an enormous
deluge roughly
7000years ago

1966 some 67% of Dutch citizens
were church members, but last
year that figure dropped to 47%.

This represents a decline of
100,000 in 30 years. And al
though more people than ever
before own a Bible, they read it
less. However, at present 67% of
the people still describe them
selves as believers. Indeed, al
most half of the non-church
members describe themselves
as believers. And 96% of those
polled are certain that they can
practice their faith without ever
attending church services.

—Christian Century
Is this an example of Dutch
cussedness? Not a bit of it. It
sounds just like us.
Modern Martyrs Statues of ten
twentieth-century Christian
martyrs, including Dietrich
Bonhoeffer and Martin Luther
King, are to be installed in the
main, west front of Westminster
Abbey. The ecumenical range of
stone figures will fill niches that
have been vacant for more than
500 years. The church authori
ties in charge of the Anglican
Abbey say that the 20th century
has seen more martyrs for the
Christian faith than any other
period. They also claim that
there were more martyrs in
Russia under Stalin than in the 

PRESIDENTS’ RECEPTIONS
Lindsay Dewberry, Vic-Tas Conference President, and
Liz Tilson, CWF President, invite churches to attend
the receptions to be held at:

Mossvale Park, Mirboo North, on Saturday 28
February al 11.30 am for BYO picnic and 1.00 pm for
the Gippsland Gathering.

Sunbury Community Church of Christ on Friday 6
March al 8.00 pm.

La Trobe Terrace Church of Christ. Geelong, on
Friday 20 March at 8.00 pm.

Bendigo Church of Christ on Friday 27 March al
8.00 pm.

Southern Community Church of Christ,
Cheltenham, on Friday 3 April at 8.00 pm._________

persecutions of the Roman Em
pire during the church’s first
three centuries. —ENI
Virtually Your CD From Lon
don comes news of the first vir
tual record store. Its owners say
it will revolutionise the music
market. Rather than having to
buy complete albums, clients
can now use computers to com
plete their own selection of
songs from a databank compris
ing thousands of titles. Through
headphones they can sample a
selected piece for 20 seconds.
The hand-picked selection will
be pressed on a CD for £10
($A25). It is conceded that wide
spread sales of the new digitally-
selected CDs, tailored to the
taste of the buyer, could deal a
serious blow to bands and mu
sicians. In the past, a single
track helped make entire al
bums a hit, here fans can single
out their favourites without hav
ing to buy the album.

—Melbourne Age
Was it Diane Ackerman (Natu
ral History of the Senses) who
said that “the superabundance
of choice often dulls discern
ment?"
Origins of “The Flood” The
magazine, The New Scientist
admits that the biblical story of
the flood may have a basis in
fact. But they say that it wasn’t
the whole world that was devas
tated, just farmers around the
Black Sea. Researchers have
discovered evidence that the
area was overwhelmed by an
enormous deluge roughly 7000
years ago—some 3000 years
before a Babylonian flood myth
known as the Gilgamesh Epic,
which in turn predated the bib
lical story by roughly a thou
sand years. The scientists say
the incoming water would have
had the force of 200 Niagaras,
and made a roar that could be
heard 60 miles away. People dis

placed by the flood could have
returned to Mesopotamia, with
an apocalyptic tale that became
a legend first for the
Babylonians and then the He
brews. —Market Place

(Anglican)
Perhaps the results of global
warming may complete the
work of the biblical flood! Many
societies in low-lying parts of
the world already fear ultimate
inundation
Aliens on the Way “They may
not look like humans, galaxy
trashing Klingons or gentle
long-fingered ET, but intelligent
beings exist in the cosmos and
scientists are going to find them
within ten years.” These bold
predictions come from Frank
Drake, a research professor at
the University of California.
Moreover, Australian scientists
will be in the van of the discov
eries which could emerge via
the Milky Way. These ETs will
be carbon-based and may have
been using hi-tech for a lot
longer than us. We will be “the
new kids, the students, the
primitives".
Possibly this confidence comes,
in part, from the mathematics of
probabilities posited by Paul
Davies and the late Carl Sagan.
However, given our population
problem, would it be an act of
galactic discrimination to say to
these creatures: “House full. Go
home".
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ENGAGEMENTS

RAINES-LEACH Judy Lander and Ron

Raines, with Lynette and Athol Leach

are delighted to announce the engage

ment of Renee and Mark.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

CLEAVER, Don and Peggy Congratu

lations to our wonderful parents and

grandparents on the occasion of their

50th Wedding Anniversary. The mar

riage took place at the Margaret Street

Church of Christ, Launceston, Tas, on

21 February 1948. With our love, ap

preciation and best wishes on your spe

cial day and always, from Julie and Jost,

Michael-and Robyn, Martin and

Carolyn; and grandchildren Emily,

Nicholas, Erica, Laine, Georgia and Alix.

GLAST0NBURY-LAMPSH1RE, Stuart

and Flora married 28.2.48 at the Mile

End Church of Christ by R. H.

Lampshire and J. E. Webb. Daughter

Lorraine and son Trevor with five

grandchildren. We thank God for 50

years of happiness together.

PRINCE-ST JOHN, Rex and June

6.3.48. Married at East Kew by W.A.

Wigney. We give thanks to the Lord

for our years of happiness, with fam

ily now 17, and many friends in the

Churches of Christ.

DEATHS

OLSEN, Milton James (Jim) Called

home in his sleep 12.11.97. after a.

long battle with Pulmonary Fibrosis.

Loving husband of Elaine, loved father

and father-in-law of Denise & Alan,

Trevor and Helen. Sue and Ian, Greg

and Lesley, Robyn and Mark. Grandpa

Here and There
Aussies in UK

Rick and Heather Lewis, previously of

Telopea, NSW. were inducted into min

istry at the Trinity Church of Christ,

Boum ville, Birmingham, UK, on 1 Feb

ruary. Alongside the demands of the

local church, Rick has conferred with

Spnngdale College leaders regarding

ministry training and met with minis

ters. E-mail <Rick_Lewis'ftbigfoot.

com> or fax +44121 458 5447.

to thirteen grandchildren. A Thanks

giving and Memorial service was held

on the 17.11.97 at Liverpool Commu

nity Church, where Jim served as an

elder.

ACCOMMODATION

FULL BOARD AND LODGING available

to female student in Melbourne.'Close

to tram and train Balwyn/Surrey Hills

area. Suit student at Swinburne, RMIT,

Melbourne University, Box Hill TAFE or

Deakin Burwood. Phone (03) 9835-

7389

FOR SALE

LEOPOLD, GEELONG, VIC. Immacu

late two-bedroom unit—Entrance

foyer, large lounge, kitchen-meals

area. Picturesque front and rear gar

den. Lockup garage-workshop. Private

and secure. $95,000. For details ring

Jan (03) 9846 2073.

HOLIDAYS

HERVEY BAY, POINT VERNON Whale

watch or explore magical. Fraser Is

land. Premier holiday position. New

3BR house, lock-up garage. All mod

ern cons, has everything. Fully fur

nished, carpets, colour TV, washing

machine, dryer, microwave. Short

stroll to Bay, boat ramps, shops and

parks. Bookings phone (02) 9790

3710.

HOUSEBOAT “White Heron" 8-berth.

Moored at Blanchetown, SA. Phone

(08) 83651153 or (08) 8540 5250 or

write 7 Gameau Rd, Paradise 5075.

McCRAE, Vic Morning Glory bed &

breakfast. Enjoy traditional B&B hos

pitality in a peaceful setting on the

Mornington Peninsula. Bay views.

Phone Tom & Julie Ede (03) 5986

8744. Also suitable venue for small-

group day seminars.

WEST ROSEBUD, VIC House to rent.

Comfortable family home opposite

beach on large block. Reasonable

rates. Close to all conveniences. Avail

able for school holidays. Inquire (03)

9842 4651 AH.

WANTED

“FIRST PRINCIPLES: Studies In Bi

ble Truth” by A.R. Main. Contact Mrs

Faith Ellis, 31 Byrne St, Lapstone NSW

2773. Phone (02) 4739 3638.

CAROL PRESTON

n 1986 a fourteen-year-old
Melbourne boy made his
tory by divorcing his 

parents on the grounds of irrec
oncilable differences. This is 
just one of many stories in our
society which point to struggles
in family relationships. I think
this reflects a general devaluing
of relationship in our society
which is weakening the very fi
bre of our lives.

There are those
who tell us that
family as we
know it is more
destructive than
healthy
There are those who tell us that
family as we know it is more
destructive than healthy, that
the millions who are flocking to
therapy groups to heal damage
done in families are evidence
that family as we know it ought
not to be preserved. Sadly, my
own experience with people
shows me that much damage is
done in family relationships to
day, and if we don’t take a good
look at the foundations, of this
breakdown, not only family life
as we know it, but our society,
may well disintegrate.
It is interesting to reflect on the
incentive added to the fifth com
mandment: “Honour your
mother and father, that it may
go well with you and you might
live long in the land God has
given you”. This is repeated as
a promise in Ephesians chapter
six by Paul. I think it’s unlikely
this is a promise of long life to
all individuals who keep this
commandment, but I suggest it

indicates that there are certain
ways of relating and certain at
titudes that make a family,'a
community and a society, strong
and united, able to withstand •
the pressures around them.
When those relationships break
down, society is weakened and
unlikely to be perpetuated. _
I think the core of-mahy of our
problems in relationships come
back to this little word in Scrip- •
ture, "honour”. A word we •
hardly use in common speech,
it means “to have the intention
to prize highly, to respect, lo
cate for”. That was the attitude • ’
God asked us to have towards
parents. It is also used in New
Testament teaching to the
church as an attitude we- ought
to have towards-one another as
Christians. It seems to me we
live in a society that honours
and prizes many things above _
relationships, above people, and

that relationships and people
generally are put aside, even .
abused, in the pursuit of these
other things—success, power,
knowledge, material gain.
I’d like to reflect with you over
the next few months about how
we can focus on and promote
mutual honour and respect in all
of our family and community
relationships, in the hope that
we can experience more deeply
God’s intention for life to go well
with us, for us to live long in the *
land that he’has given us.
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Personal

A.N. Hlrsch, Division of Mission and

Revitalisation, Vic-Tas Conference-

Mobile number 0412 364 725.

•Tanya Butler, Jasmine Wyllie, Jackie

Mitchell, Megan Crouch, Lee

Chisholm, Portland, Vic -Dion Wright,

Lower Blue Mountains, NSW «Simon

Diner, Launceston, Tas ’Libby

Brough, Aimee Walters, Ruth Eldridge,

Warrnambool, Vic ’Margaret Hanna,

Sharon Maloney, Maitland, NSW

•Pamela Cray and Brendan Hillas,

Jenelle Christian and Con Apostolop-

oulos, Horsham, Vic ‘Fiona Sila and

Ron Thomas, Dalby, Did ’Amanda

Johnson and Geoffrey Byard, Cave

side, Tas ’Karen Peart and Stephen

Fitzallen, Launceston, Tas

•Enid Bowden, Ainslie, ACT

©[^DTO^OES
Obituaries are limited to 100 words

COLLINS, Olive Naomi (Mudford)

(16.1.98) Olive was born in 1906 on

■ Mitchells Island of a pioneering fam

ily. Until recently she was an active

member of the Taree, NSW, church and 

the CWF. In 1932 she married Sydney

Collins who predeceased her. Although

never having had a family of her own,

she loved children and could remem

ber the names of children in many

families. Olive was a skilled

needlewoman and many homes have

had a sample of her work. In 1997

deteriorating health made it necessary

for her to enter Manning Base Hospi

tal, where she passed away. Pastor

Rick Fulton conducted the service on

19 January in the Taree church and

later at the grave side.

GILBERT, Nell

Nell was born in St Kilda, Vic, in 1910.

A life of dedication followed her bap

tism at Oakleigh in 1928. She married

George Gilbert in 1940. Nell served as

a Sunday School teacher and in the

CWF. Her wit, sense of humour and fun

fitted her for many roles in sketches

and plays. In Knox Retirement Village,

Nell gave leadership in acquiring

needed facilities. Failing health took

Nell to the homes of her daughter and

son, then to Waverley Lodge, where

she died on 4.11.97. Sympathy is ex

tended to Dianne and Bert, Errol and

Margaret and their families.

—Les Dewberry

GILLIES, Lillian May

Born to Rose (Hillier) and Jim Gillies

10.5.08, one of five children. Worked

as a bookkeeper in a Government of

fice. She never married. Lillian was

devoted to God and the church and

was a member of Grote St, Adelaide

until her passing. She spent her last 

CCES

SECKETOY
The Council for Christian Education in Schools, an ecumenical body
responsible for religious education and chaplaincy in Victorian state
schools, seeks a full-time Secretary to the CEO.
The successful applicant should be a self-starter, with an appropriate
high level of language and grammatical skills, and proficiency in MS
Word 6 and Adobe Pagemaker 6. An appropriate remuneration package
will be offered for this position.
A job description is available on request.
Applications should be made by 16 March to:

Rev’d Peter C. Whitaker
Chief Executive Officer
3/377 Little Lonsdale Street
Melbourne Vic 3000.
Tel. (03) 9602 1993, Fax (03) 9642 0634.

00

years at North Parklands Nursing

Home. Lillian played the piano and

sang. She loved animals. A reserved

gracious lady, always happy and very

much missed by those who knew her.

—PJA

HOPPER, Cecil David

(21.1.98) Cec was born in Wales and

came to Australia, aged 9. He married

Eileen and had four children and 14

grandchildren. Cec, who had his own

electrical firm, was well-known as an

A Grade cricketer in the Wimmera and

coached many juniors over the years.

He and his family attended the

Horsham Church of Christ and last

Easter Cec, aged 78, was baptised,

with two of his grandchildren. He was

a greatly-respected, caring person who

will be sadly missed. About 300 at

tended the funeral, conducted by Steve

Blacket.

—J. Trinnick

OLSEN, Milton James (Jim)

(12.11.97) Jim was born in Freman

tle, WA, 23.9.24. At fourteen years of

age he made a commitment at the Lake

St ( Perth) Church of Christ. At six

teen he joined the Army and served as

a chef. He was discharged from the

army in 1945 and studied at Woolwich

Bible College, NSW. He married Elaine

at Granville, NSW, church. In 1954

Holroyd church (later Merrylands,

NSW) was started in their lounge

room. Jim served in varied roles at

Granville, Merrylands and Liverpool,

NSW, churches. His faith and prayer

sustained him many years beyond 

doctors' predictions about his health

problems, He is survived by his wife,

five children and thirteen grandchil

dren. —Peter Raymond

ORR, Pauline H.

Born to William and Adelaide 5.12.30.

Pauline worked with the Education

Department, SA. She distinguished

herself as a linguist and taught French,

German, Italian and Latin. She also

acquired Russian and Gaelic. In the

latter part of her career she took on

correspondence and remedial teach

ing for children of the outback, peri

odically touring to meet pupils. Pauline

retired in 1991. After long association

with Grote St, Adelaide, church, there

followed active involvement with Haw

thorn church, where she served as an

elder. Sympathy is expressed to her

companion Pam and brother Graham

and family. Her funeral service on

11.12.97 was conducted by H.M. Long

and D. Althorpe.

TUNE, John Lindsay

Born at Broken Hill 9.9.31, only son of

Roy and Gertrude Tune (both de

ceased). John had many jobs, the last

being with the State Taxation Depart

ment. He always tried to reach out to

other people to help them, though

basically a quiet man. He attended

Grote St, Adelaide, and maintained that

even when living at Seaford. He loved

children and animals. At church he

served and manned the speaker sys

tem. He will be greatly missed. Now

with his Lord. Taken very suddenly in

his sleep. —PJA

Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11.00 a.m.

7.00 p.m.

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 9663 3884
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Church News

NSW
MAITLAND (R.N. Hawkins) Jeff Morris

presented excellent concert in Decem

ber. His CD is in strong demand... Crea

tion Bus—Answers in Genesis visited in

January ... Dr Ray Yerbury, author &

international speaker, shared weekend

seminar “Understanding Islam".

LOWER BLUE MOUNTAINS (Stephen

Templeton) January attendances up

by almost 100% on 1997 ... New fo

cus for evening service began Febru

ary with Dion Wright being baptised

... Len Penrose returns from mission

trip ... House being prepared for ex

tended ministries. Air conditioner in

stalled in chapel... Hold put on sec

ond staff person.

TELOPEA (D. Wilson, L. Berthelsen,

J. Berthelsen, J. Elsmore, S. Hall)

Pastoral team once more complete

with Lionel Berthelsen full-time. Steve

Hall currently preparing ground for

new church in Queanbeyan... Senior

Pastor David Wilson inducted 22

February ... “Swept Away", Telopea's

second CD, very successful with

songs written & composed by

Telopeans... Church said goodbye to

Rick Lewis & family; now in Birming

ham, UK... Lynton & Helen Kallmier,

Bangkok, & Craig & Jackie Gibbon,

YWAM, North Africa, began ministries

in 1998.

QLD
DALBY (Tony Ochse) Drs Barry &

Marilyn Pitt, Rachel & David farewelled

to Brisbane ... Christmas hampers

given to needy families... Men's camp

& week of ministry held at Bunya

Mountains. Good time of learning &

fellowship ... Church in process of

sorting out youth ministry needs ...

Gail Berryman, missionary with Mid

dle East Christian organisation &

based in Greece, guest speaker. E-mail

link established with Gail.

TAS
CAVESIDE (John & Colleen Harrison)

Christmas Eve Family Carol Service

well attended ... Church busy with ar

rangements for hosting Tasmanian

Convention 28-29 March, Dr Keith

farmer to speak... John Batchler, Tas

Convention President, preached 25

Jan & met with Convention Arrange

ments Committee... AmandaJohnson

& Geoffrey Byard married 31 January

... Church meeting weekly for prayer

regarding future direction & leadership

... J. Harrison preaching series, "Dis

covering the Church" during February.

LAUNCESTON (C. Spaulding, W.

Kerrison, T. Gray, S. Fitzallen) Youth 

minister & Karen Peart married 10

January ... Vai Williams of WEC

farewelled after 33 years service in

Launceston ... David. Deanna &

Rachel reported on their tour of Indo

nesia & Bali with OMF & the resulting

challenges... First working bee at new

Canning St property on 7 February

ready for overflow from Children's

Church resuming 15 February.

VIC
CHADSTONE (Malcolm & Yvonne

Lowe) Very good attendance for our

Carols on the Lawn ... 25 at church

BBQ at Balaclava... Lowe family had a

week at Banksia Camp... Yvonne Lowe

guest speaker at Oakleigh church ...

Con Skyllas completed his Bachelor of

Education, majoring in children's litera

ture ... Dedication service for school

students and teachers held.

PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY WORKERS COMPENSATION DIRECTOR’S AND OFFICER’S LIABILITY
co
-J
2a
Q

2►—<

CHURCHES OF CHRIST PROVIDENT FUND-NO. 1 FUND
announces the appointment

of
Rupert Taylor Insurance Consultant Pty. Ltd.

3.S

Insurance Consultant Coordinator
The purpose of this appointment is to raise funds by way of “commissions” on insurance transactions. All policies will
be underwritten by QBE Insurance Limited, a wholly owned Australian underwriter, where the premiums and
profits remain in Australia. QBE has branches in every capital city and many major country towns where a fast claims
service is provided.
AH churches, conference committees and facilities, together with church members are invited to seek quotations when
you receive your next current renewal notice. Simply telephone Rupert Taylor on the toll-free number, i.e.

1800 023 270

Rupert Taylor has been acting as insurance advisor to the Churches of Christ in NSW for over forty-five years and has
been instrumental in raising well over $1,000,000 in commissions that have gone into the Lord’s work.
Your insurance transactions can be of assistance to the Churches of Christ Provident Fund-No. 1 Fund. Accordingly
we invite all ministers, church and conference officers as well as church members who are not committed to other worthy
causes to seek professional advice on their insurance transactions from Rupert Taylor. By doing so you may save on
premiums, you will keep your insurance premiums in Australia and you will assist the work of the Churches
of Christ Provident Fund-No. 1 Fund.

Jim Ashley
Secretary

Lyn Carr
Office Manager

PUBLIC LIABILITY PRODUCTS LIABILITY VOLUNTARY WORKERS COVER BURGLARY MONEY LOSS
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Church News

PORTLAND (Blair & Julie Davis) Serv

ices well-attended, many visitors in

cluding SUFM members ... Services

taped & videoed for shut ins ... Some

visiting speakers during holidays ...

Buildings painted & renovated ... All

study groups planning year's activities

... Senior students leaving to further

their education ... Baptism training

classes being held.

RICHMOND (0. Thompson) David

Thompson has commenced an interim

ministry while Linda Pilton is on leave

in Darwin... It has been decided to con

tinue coffee and dessert meetings and

monthly house fellowships in 1998 ...

Extensive housing development in

Richmond provides a challenge for the

church.

B0R0NIA (Bruce Moore) Farewell to

Keith & Laurel Milne on 1 February:

morning service, lunch, speeches of

thanks to one who has ministered here

for 12 years. Representatives from Con

ference, local churches and all sections

of the church expressed their love &

gratitude for the ministry & wished

them a long and happy retirement...

Bruce Moore, CCTC student, continues

in 1998.

KANIVA (Paul Bauer) Welcome lunch

eon followed Ian Hunt's talk on term in

PNG ... Combined Christmas service

held in shire hall... Wilma Nash wel

comed back after major surgery ...

Conference President, Lindsay

Dewberry, spoke & wife Mary gave chil

dren’s talk at thanksgiving service for

Saltmarsh bequest. Rededication of 

T.E. Rofe
Settlement

Applications for grants to assist with
fees and books from the T.E. Rofe
Settlement are invited from
ministers who are graduates of the
Churches of Christ Theological
College, Vic, and who are studying
at an Australian tertiary institution.

Application forms are available from
CCTC (PO Box 629, Mulgrave North Vic
3170; phone (03) 9790 1000) and will
close on 6 March 1998.

renovated building followed, prior to

luncheon with closest Saltmarsh rela

tives. Participating tradesmen present

... Minister welcomed home after holi

days.

CROYDON (Ben Richardson) Com

menced our 125th year of service to the

Lord & the people of Croydon ... Re

searching involvement with 15 other

churches into rehabilitation of addicts

... Combining with other churches into

working together in evangelism & 

teaching programs ... Recent fire

bombing of church has caused dam

age, but no disruption to church life.

Repairs should commence soon.

WARRNAMB00L (Larry Holt) Many

family & friends shared in the induc

tion service of Larry & Jo Holt & family

by Pastor Don Milne on 25 January,

followed by a luncheon ... Boonstra

family farewelled ... 3 young people

baptised. 2 young people farewelled

prior to leaving Warrnambool for uni

versity ... Many visitors attend over

holiday period.

BAYSWATER (P. Clayton) “Hearing

Aid”, a rock band formed from the

youth group, performed their first con

cert successfully ... The TAG group

commenced activities with a trip to the

“Jars of Clay" concert... Kitchen reno

vations in progress ...Three members

participated in the Adventure Commit

tee Bike Ride... Travel club bus trip to

Shepparton ... Church picnic planned.

COCOA brings HOPE to many developing nations, such as
Zimbabwe. We assist by providing establishment grants for
agricultural projects, such as pig farming and vegetable
crops. - , ''
Through these projects people are able to move from a
dependence to independence. Giving HOPE for the future.
Will you become a partner in this vital work?
Help spread HOPE though a gift to COCOA.
Name:................................................ :..............................y.............
Address:...................................................................................... ...............

! ...........7;............................................................. Postcode ...............
Amount: ...............
Please charge my:  Bankcard  Visa  MasterCard

I n~FT] [Illi [ I I I J FTrrT,Expiry-Date: ,

- Signature ......................................................................................... .
Post to: Churches of Christ Overseas Aid

180a Gray St. ADELAIDE SA 5000.
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“Racoon” ^dttod'SDd
GORDON STIRLING

'l acoon" John Smith came
x from the backwoods of
U Virginia and got his nick

name from the coon skin cap that he usu

ally wore.
He was self-educated, but became one of the
greatest preachers and leaders among’the
early Disciples. Alexander Campbell was to
say of him, “He is the only man I know who
would have been ruined by a college edu
cation”.
He was a rebellious Baptist preacher, ob
jecting to the Calvinism that characterised
frontier Baptists of that time.
He had read some of the writings of Alex
ander Campbell and was impressed by his
emphasis on “whosoever will may come”,
with regard to salvation. So when Campbell
came to Kentucky, Smith decided to hear
him.
When Campbell had finished speaking
Smith said to his neighbour, “Isn’t it a hard
thing for a man to ride 20 miles as I have
done for just 30 minutes? “ The neighbour
said, “Look at your watch brother.”
Campbell had spoken for two hours and
thirty minutes. (Alexander Campbell was a
spell-binding preacher. There is a footnote
in one of his published debates wherein the
reporter apologises for missing out on a
passage as he was so carried away that he
forgot to write.)
“Racoon” John Smith was conducting bap
tisms in a river, with a paedobaptist minis
ter an interested, if somewhat cynical, ob
server. Smith took him by the arm and be

gan to lead him to the water. The minister
protested that baptism would do him no
good if it was against his will. “How can you
say that?" said Smith. “The other day I saw
you sprinkling an innocent baby against his
will!”
Temperance movements came long after
the commencement of our Movement. One
day Smith sat down with a Methodist min
ister in a tavern where both had stopped for
the refreshment of a mug of wine.
The Methodist suggested saying grace be
fore partaking. His prayer lasted for a long
time. Meanwhile Smith drank both lots of
wine. To the surprised look on the Method
ist’s face Smith said, “In the New Testa
ment, brother, we are told to watch and
pray.”
It was the handshake between Smith and
Barton Stone that sealed the union of the
Disciples and Christians, 1 January 1832.

Introduce Your Friends to an
Australian Christian

We would be happy to send them three
issues on a trial basis. Simply fill in their
details below (with their permission) and
send this form to, The Australian Christian,
PO Box i 01, North Essendon Vic 3041.

Name...........................................................................

Address........................................................................

................................................ Postcode.....................

As one iady said in a
Bikie ciass that was
drying) to decide what to
study next, “We don’t
want to study anything
we don’t know allready”.

—Phiiin Black,
Wineskins

I met my husband at a travel
agent's. I was looking for a
holiday and he was the last
resort.

We were in Spain for our holi
days and saw this sign that said
“TOPLESS BAR". It turned out
to be a cafe without a bar.

Church Notice courtesy the
“Canadian Disciple”:
The outreach committee has
enlisted 25 visitors to make, calls
on people who are not afflicted
with any church.

Hysterical Headlines:
Two Sisters Reunited After 18
Years at Checkout Counter.
Killer Sentenced to Die for r
Second Time in Ten Years.
War Dims Hope for Peace.
If Strike Isn't Settled Quickly, It
May Last a While.
Cold Wave Linked to Tempera
tures.
Deer Kill 17,000.

Pontius' Puddle

God quickly came to regret
his more relaxed “All right,
you can take one thing with

you” policy.
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