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USTRALIA is a young nation in a land old in geological
3 history. By great sacrifices pioneers have won from
unpromising regions great wealth for the building up of

noble cities. Fifty years ago the Commonwealth Government

was established to unite the States into one family. Great

social gains have been made possible by this common bond.
. . Only vision like that of our fathers can save Australia from
p A i J narrow nationalism and lift her into the ranks of people
: with a world outlook. In this Jubilee Year we should plan
" to be among the leaders in tolerance and world brotherhood.
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SWITZERLAND

Catholics Enable Protestants
Build a Chapel

IN the predominantly Catholic parish of Grel-

lingen, in the Swiss Jura. the hundred-odd
Protestants settled there were formerly unable,
by reason of financial difficulties, to build their
own little church as they wished to do. The
indigenous congregation has now decided unani-
mously to enable the Protestant church to be
built by means of a donation of 10.000 francs.

*
INDIA
Church of South India

PRESSIVE ceremonies were witnessed in

Erode. when Dr. Ayyadurai Jesudasen Ap-
pasamy was solemnly consecrated as bishop of
the new Coimbatore diocese of the church of
South India. The creation of this diocese has
added 30.000 members—23.000 Congregationalists
and 7000 Anglicans and Methodists—to the
church of South India.

Ceremonies began when Bishop Frank Whit-
taker, of Medak. acting modeérator of the South
India church. pronounced the call to worship.
Present were delegates representing the entire
membership of the church, many of them women
dressed in multi-colored saris.

Dr. Appasamy. who has studied both in
Europe and America. and is a D.Phil. of Ox-
ford University. is regarded as one of the
most distinguished scholars of the Indian church.
His béx~known book is the study of the Indian
saint. Sadhu Sundar Singh. which he published
in collaboration with Dr. B. H. Streeter. Dr.
Appasamy’s father. a distinguished convert from
a high caste Hindu family, was for many years
regarded as the doven of South Indian Christians.

KOREA *
Bible House Badly Hit

X’E are informed from Seoul that the Bible
House there. the headquarters of the®
Korean Bible Society, has been completely
wrecked in consequence of the military action
taken against the city. All stocks were de-
stroyed, with the exception of one manuscript
of the Bible in the new Hankul characters. The
general secretary of the Bible Society. Y. B.
Im, escaped with his life. The Bible societies
of London and New York. which since the re-
cent world war had been printing the scriptures
in Korean in considerable quantities. are now
sending all available stocks to Korea. The
Japan Bible Society has just embarked on the
publication of 40.000 copies of John’s Gospel
and 20,000 of Mark’s in Korean. for the use of
North Korean prisoners of war and refugees.
The British and Foreign Bible Society is pre-
paring to publish. in Japan. 20.000 Bibles and
10,000 New Testaments in Korean.

: *
USSR.

Protestant Appeal for Peace
"THE head of the “Association of Baptists and
Gospel Christians.” Jakob Zhidkov. its vice-
president, Golyaev, and its general secretary,
Karev. have together called on “Baptists all
over the world to support the Stockholm Peace
Appeal and to protest against the aggression of
the United States in Korea.” The text of this
appeal was given on .Oct. 30 by the English
service of Moscow radio.
The commentator closed his report by saying
that the appeal “calls all Baptists all over the
world, all Disciples of Christ. all Me:hodist
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 THE CHURCH'S FIELD 1S THE WORLE

brethren and other to protest against the United
States attack in Korea and the inhuman destruc-
tion of the Korean civilian population by the
Americans; they should at the same time de-
mand of the American Government the im-
mediate ending of the war against the people
of Korea.”
*

GERMANY

Conference of Evangelicals
THE church conference convened in Berlin

by Bishop Dibelius on Nov. 17, at which
all 28 member-churches of the Evangelical church
in Germany were represented by their bishops
and . spiritual heads. concluded its discussions,
held in the Johannesstift institution 'in Spandau
with a night session. The findings of the de-
liberations on the questions raised by the utter-
ances of Kirchenprasident Niemoller were issued
in the form of the following statement by the
Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany.
whose members attended the conference.

i Dr. Niemoller.

“I. After a long discussion with the leading
office-holders of the component churches, the
Council of E.K.D. (Evangelical Church in Ger-
many) gratefully established the fact that the
unity of our Evangelical church is. despite
tensions, beyond all doubt. The council knows
that community in faith does not include uni-
formity in political judgment. The question
whether a rearmament, in whatever form it
might take, is inevitable, can be differently an-
swered within the faith. We exhort all those
who bear responsibility, whether in the West
or in the East, 1o treat this question with the
utmost conscientionsness and not to decide
against the will of the nation. The church
speaks peace and means it. The church is
resolved to serve peace in the world and does
not cease to exhort peace and to pray for peace.

“II. Church-president, Dr. Niemoller, has fre-
quently expressed himself regarding rearmament
in Germany. The council recognises the seri-
ousness and the gravity of the questions which
he has put. The council regrets, however, the
sharpness of many of his utterances, but it re-
grets also the form of criticism adopted by the
Federal Chancellor. The Council of the German
Evangelical Church respects the decision of Dr.
Heinemann, in accordance with his conscience,
to resign from the Federal Government, and
the grounds which led him to this step.

“III. The Council of the German Evangelical
Church repeats its eall to members of congrega-
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tions everywhere to observe their responsibility
in public life. The council renews its plea to
all office-holders of the church to exercise the
utmost possible restraint in their political utter-
ances because of their service to the gospel
which concerns everybody.”

*

UNITED STATES

Religious Statistics

"T'WENTY-NINE different churches with a total

membership of 31,183.227 Christians are to
join in the end of November to form the new
National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the U.S.A. Twenty-five of these churches are
Protestant bodies and four are Orthodox. If
we add in with the total figure for church
members that of all those baptised. we have a
total of 32,563,168. The figures for individual
churches taking part are as follow:

Baptist: (American  Baptist  Convention;
National Baptist Convention of America;
National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc.; Seventh
Day Baptist General Conference)—8.569.549.
Church of the Brethren—185,088. Congregational
Christian  Churches—1,184,661. Disciples of
Christ—1,738,605. Evangelical and Reformed
Church—714,583.  Evangelical United Brethren
Church—1711,537. Society of Friends—74,810.
Lutheran: (Augustana Lutheran Church, Danish
Evangelical Lutheran Church. United Lutheran
Church of America)—1,675,920. Methodist :
(African Methodist Episcopal Church. African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, Colored
Methodist Episcopal Church. Methodist Church)

—10,760,045.  Moravian: (Evangelical Unity of
Czech Moravian Brethren in  N.A., Moravian
Church in America) —38.923. Orthodox:

(Roumanian Orthodox Episcopate of America.
Russian Orthodox Church in America. Syrian
Antiochian  Orthodox Church. Ukrainian Or-
thodox Church of America)—109.800. Presby-
terian: (Presbyterian Church in the U.S.. Pres-
byterian Church “in the U.S.A., United Church
of N.A.)—3.269.253. Protestant  Episcopal
Church—1.671.366. Reformed Church  in
America—179,085.
R

KOREA
Y.M.C.A. Helps War-sufferers

?I‘HE Korean Y.M.C.A’s are organising a three-

fold programme of relief for “war sufferers”
in Korea. it has been announced in Geneva by
Dr. Tracy Strong. general secretary of the
World's Alliance of Y.M.C.Als.

First aspect of the Y.M.C.A. programme is
that of providing spiritual ministry services by
means of mobile teams of Y.M.C.A. workers. in
order to promote a spiritual revival movement
among the people of Korea.  Secondly, the
Y.M.C.A. plans to establish 24 community
centres for “war sufferers” in camps in twelve
Korean cities. Third element of the Y.M.C.A.s
activities will include a service to prisoners-of-
war, which will provide religious, recreational,
educational and cultural facilities for former
“enemies.”

Dr. Strong has also made public a letter
from Chun-bae Kim, secrelary of the Korea
national committee of the Y.M.C.A., in which
Chun wrote to his fellow Koreans:

“The hot war between two worlds has changed
our land of the fresh morning into ruins. Our
Korea is lnid on the operation table and is the
test case of world peace. For the first time in
our history, Koreans are killing Koreans, even
of the same family, for ideological reasons.

“All Koreans are war sufferers. Thousands
are war prisoners in their homeland. Al but
three cities are destroyed.  Orphans, widows
and homeless folks increase daily.”
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An Editor’s Closing

F H YO serve the church as the editor of a journal
like “The Australian Christian” is a duty
full of pleasure even if heavy with responsibility.

I.

Week by week it has been a joy to have had contacts
with writers, correspondents and readers throughout the
Commonwealth and in places beyond. By making use of
the constant stream of information reaching us, we have
sought to present a picture of the brotherhood’s activities
at home and abroad. @ Whatever the news, whatever the
church department reporting, we have sought to give en-
couragement and guidance. Because we have believed that
God moves in many mysterious ways, his wonders to per-
form, we have opened the pages to ell of good work on the
overseas mission field, in tent evangelism, among the Aus-
tralian aborigines, youth activities, building programmes,
social services and the training of preachers and missionaries.
It was not for us, we felt, to write a word to discourage
those who undertook tasks which they felt were laid upon
them by God. To some it might have seemed that the
brotherhood was spreading itself over too many ficlds, but
it has been amazing how God has raised up workers and pro-
vided finances for expanding overseas missions, growing home
fields, aboriginal and social programmes, all within the last
ten years. Whether the future may judge this growth to be
over optimistic remains to be seen; we have felt that God
has been in such development and we have rejoiced in mak-
ing the effort to encourage it.

II.

ROM the beginning of our ministry with the paper we

have sought to encourage readers to hold fast to the truth
in God’s word. We do not want to state that we have stood
for the defence of the Bible, for God does not need our help
to do that; he is strong enough to do that himself. How-
ever, we have taken great delight in showing how the word
of God has been able to withstand the attacks of the doubters.
Such discoveries as the Dead Sea Scrolls and their confirma-
tion of God’s word have been brought to the notice of
readers. We have reported on the new trend of Biblical
scholarship which is moving away from the liberalism of
twenty years ago toward a new conservatism; not a blind
holding to scripture, hut a _new enlightened appreciation of
the traditions of the fathers. We might add how a book
(“The Work and Words of Jesus”), published last year by
Professor A. M. Hunter, of Aberdeen University, gathers up
the results of much Biblical research, and encourages belief
in the virgin birth, miracles, the penal theory of the atone-
ment, the resurrcction and the ascension of Christ. This
statement is very different from that which was once pub-
lished by recognised scholars, and is another proof that the
church has no nccd to apologise for the gospel, for it is the
power of God unto salvation to all those who believe.

1L

HEN we became editor we promised to give prominence

to cvangelism. It seems that the zeal of the brother-

hood for evangelism over the early period of history has
been on the wane. We have entered a period when institu-
tions have claimed our attention. While we do not want
to hinder the growth of homes, mission schools, camp sites,
etc., we should “like to make a final plea for the continuance
of every type of evangelistic programme. We must never
let our small country, or even suburban, fields fail because
of lack of zeal to preach the gospel in

EDITORIAL

Behind all our activity we have kept the
vision which called the brotherhood into being.
The call to Christian unity on the hasis of New
Testament ideals has been raised again and again.  We
have rejoiced to show how modern church scholars have
shown how sound were the words and activity of the pionecers
of this movement. By setting Christ above creeds, the sur-
render of life in baptism above the teaching of infant sprink-
ling and the ministry of the whole church above that of
the clergy alone, churches of Christ have been in the van-
guard of a religious reformation, now bearing fruit in a new
desire for Christian union  Only if we give up our ideals
will we fall behind and fail to make a worthy contribution
to the growth of movements now secking to unite a divided
church.

IV.

NE of our most difficult tasks has been the maintaining

a policy that would also provide for liberty of ex-
pression for those who differed from us. We have resisted
cflorts to abolish the “Open Forum.” Even though there
were those who were recady to abuse the privilege offered.
we have felt that an opportunity ought to be provided for
readers to express their viewpoint. We hope the rights of
minorities to express themselves will always be tolerated. The
danger of only an official, or authorised. statement by execu-
tive committees being published is not to be treated lightly;
it can rob the church of freedom of expression.

Throughout our associations with the Austral Printing
and Publishing Co. Ltd. we have enjoyed the happiest of
experiences. . While we had the opportunity to confer with
the directors on difficult points of policy, at no time was any
policy dictated to the editor; he was left free to maintain
what he considered to be a wise course. The policy of the
paper was really dictated by the readers, whose interests were
always considered. The view of no one State was allowed
to govern the policy: at all times what was in the best
intersts of the churches throughout the Commonwealth was
kept uppermost.

There is no doubt that we have failed to realise our own
aims, and have fallen short of what was expected of us.
However, for the opportunity of serving the brotherhood in
llus way, we now, as we lay aside the editorial pen, say

“thank you.”

COMMONWEALTH JUBILEE

NLESS a nation builds on spiritual foundations it is
doomed. The ideal to unite in a Commonwealth to
serve the interests of the whole nation was a move away
from State jealousy and self-interest. By uniting into one
fellowship. we have contributed to the ~pxr1t of co-operation.
This has been a blessing to Australia. .
This same ideal of co- operation must be carried into
every. sphere of the nation if we are to be saved from
disaster. The trend to build up sectional interests in Trade
Unions and in Employers” Federations, with each group fight-
ing for self interest, can bring this nation to the brink of
ruin, economically and morally. The present threat to peace
in industry will only bring suffering to all sections, if it
grows. If we can continue the spirit of co-operation that
moved the “Fathers of Federation™ to rise above pettiness and
urged them to serve all, we shall be celebrating the present
Commonwcalth Jubilee in a very practical manner.
The vision that makes a pwplo great is not one about
which we only sing in hymns at church services, but is
one we put into practice in daily life

ways likely to attract and hold people.
Brethren, we must remain evangelistic

or fail to be a vital force. January 30, 1951
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and in  our common relationship.
Without such a vision we shall
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Passion Play of Oberammergau

A BREAK in the journey to Oberammergau is
~%  often made at the picluresque town of Inns-
bruck - (a bridge over the River Inn) in Austrin,
for one is permitted to stay only two or three
days in the village of the Passion Play. On an
Australian springlike dey we were among the
many who set out by coach to the renowned
village of Oberammergau.

When one asked how long the journey took
(it is about 50 miles), no one gave a satis-
factory answer. We soon found out the reason
for this; it depends entirely on the officials en
route as to when the arrival will take place.
Frequently the coach travellers were fumbling
in their pockets or bags for passports and
papers. Inquisitive questions were often asked,
as “How many Belgian or Swiss francs, Italian
lira, U.S.A. dollars or English pounds have you?”
The many stoppages and queues at wayside official
buildings prevented progress. At any moment
cne’s innocent looking suitcases were liable
to inspection. Even the magnificence of the
snow-covered Bavarian Alps. as we saw them in
Spring’s most atlractive robes. making trees,
grass and flowers look their gayest, did not
prevent a certain gloom from descending at times
in the vicinity of the travellers, for they were
having an overdose of officialism, because they
were passing over the frontier between Austria
and Germany.

This certainly was a strange journey to a
religious ceremony.
pessimistic had to admit that we did eventually
arrive at our desiination. There we became a
small group of the many thousands who were
waiting to be allocated 1o their various homes—
this, too. takes time! One little American lady
became almost hysterical at 11 pm. for she
feared she would hLave nowhere to go. How-
ever she did very well in the end. During this
waiting period, we had time (o see some of the
unusual features of the village.  Biblical-look-
ing men. bearded and with long hair, were
plentiful (hundreds of men take part in the
play, and let their beards and hair grow for
nearly a year).

The modes of travel were primitive; many
basket-like carts were used by the village chil-
dren for conveying the luggage, and a few light
horse-drawn vehicles were available for people
who did not want to use shanks” ponies. Motors
and taxis were conspicuous by their absence;
one might possibly be conveyed to their destina-
tion in a luxurious motor. to find that their
accommodation was not all they would desire.
Our experience was just the reverse. We were
happily lodged with village folk who, if possess-
ing a rather scanty English vocabulary, showered
us with kindness and simple comforts. The
next morning (Sunday) the village was astir
carly, and a little after 8 a.m. we were among
the 6000 people who had assembled in the huge
hall.  In front of us was an out-of-door beige
colored semi-circular structure. It was impos-
ing and classical looking, with its central stage,
Corinthian column arches, streets, steps and side-
rooms; the morning sun gave it a very Eastern
setting.  Through one of the arches could be
seen. in the distance, a lovely Bavarian mountain.

The play is divided into many acts. each one
being an incident in the story of our Lord, from
the cleansing of the temple to the resurrection.
It is told simply and scripturally; each act is
preceded by a prologue and chorus, which intro-
duce: it, and is followed by an Old Testament
tableau; thus in the part referring to the Lord’s
Supper. after thé message in song, there was a
tubleau depicting the Manna in the Wilderness.
These tableaux were exquirite and the arrange-
ment gave breadth and variety to the play.
The choir (60 men and women) was most im-
pressive as it sang opening verses. Choir
members were clad in cream robes and long

However. even the most’

By Mrs. C. M. Verco, of Blackwood, S.A.

grey capes (which were changed to black during
‘the saddest parts of the play), and wore sandals,
girdles and a golden band round their long hair.
From the moment they descended the steps on
either side and walked with quiet, dignified
bearing along the long front platform and met
in the centre and throughout the eight hours
of the play, everything was done in the same
way—simply, sincerely and reverently. There

were soloists and some who played outstanding
parts, but their personalities seemed to merge

inconspicuously into the whole. Throughout it
was the main theme that impressed oue, never a
separate part. . No ostentatious effort or arti-
ficiality could be observed anywhere. It was
a triumph from every angle. A spell was
cast over -the huge audience, the most reverent
assembly, I think, of my experience. They
realised afresh (perhaps some for the first time)
something of the meaning and cost of Calvary.
The many contrasts of those days were made
sirangely plain—Mary’s pathetic tones and the
intenseness of the quiet courage in the voice
of the suffering Lord, the refreshing sweetness
of the children’s voices as they sang their
hosannas, and the cruel harshness of the tones
of the mob as they cried, “Crucify him, crucify
him!” the splendour of the Sanhedrim, the
gorgeous robes of the Jewish rulers, and the
pathetic looking little band of the Lord’s fol-
lowers, the officiousness of the Roman guard,
and the tender care of the anxious women who
never missed an opportunity of showing their
devotion to the Saviour. Hour after hour
passed, and we saw the clouds becoming thicker
and thicker around our blessed Lord, until it
became so dark that even nature voiced her
protestations and darkness came over all the
land,” then came a ray of light—“It is finished,”
he said. The ray of light grew, until, on the
resurrection morn, one heard a song of victory
to the Saviour, and Light of the world. The
great Hallelujah Chorus from hundreds of voices,
those of the children adding to its sweelness, was
heard as people rose from their seats in rever-
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ence and homage to the great Redeemer of
mankind.

We, I suppose, were among many who had
gone with somewhat mixed feelings, wondering
whether such a play should be acted. Under
ordinary conditions I would personally answer
in the negative, but the conditions here are ex-
traordinary. One puzzling question probably
came to the minds of many in that vast audi-
ence, “How is it that the village folk of Ober-
ammergau could reach such. artistic attainments
and religious expression?  Well, these people
are artists; for centuries wood carving has been
their special craft, and the situation of the
town has no doubt helped—-it is both secluded
and open. It nestles peacefully in a green
valley -away from the hubbub of the world,
surrounded by those majestic mountains. But
one finds there are three roads leading from it
to North, South and West, giving contact with
the outside world and its liberal education. But
the most important factor is that this play
is the outcome of an ancient religious vow.
Three hundred years ago the plague visited this
town. The villagers met and prayed, asking
God to help them in their sore need. They
vowed that they would give this particular wit-
ness to the world every tenth year. Their prayer
was heard and answered; the plague was stayed
and the vow has been kept whenever humanly
possible. It has become their special mission-
ary effort, and the villagers are born and bred
in this religious atmosphere. Even the children
who wheeled the visitors’ luggage in their pic-
turesque basket carts feel that it is their con-
tribution to a great cause. Does not this ex-
plain why this religious effort is so outstanding ?

It is an unique play, for in the occupied
countries where political tension is so strained,
the ecall goes out from this little mountain
village to the outside world to come apart
for a while and hear the old, old story of Jesus
and his love. The simple and profound mes-
sage of the cross of Calvary is not popular
in the  world to-day, but it is cheering to know
that, wherever one goes, there are those—little
groups often—who are pointing others to the
cross of Calyary—the only hope for a hewildered
and lost world.

*

ITHERE are loyal hearts, there are spirits brave,
_ There are souls that are pure and true;

Then give 1o the world the best you have,
And the best will come hack to you.

Give truth, and your gifts will be paid in kind,
And honor will honor meet ;

And a smile that is sweet will surely find
A smile that is just as sweet,

Give pity and sorrow to those who mourn;
You will gather in flowers again

The scattered seeds from your thought out-horne,
Though the sowing seemed but vain.

For life is a mirror of king and slave,
"Tis just what we are and do;

Then give to the world the best you have
And the best will come back to you.

—Selected,
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IS THERE NO ROOM FOR GLERG

Howard Anderson, writing in “The Christian Evangelist,”

HAVE a friend who has no use for clergy-

men; he claims to like me personally, but
he wishes fervently that I would change jobs!
He often says, “There isnt any room for clergy-
men in our modern day; they are the remnants
of the culture of the Middle Ages.”

Now it isnt often that I agree with my friend
in his criticism of religion, but (and this may
come as quite a shock to you) I am in perfect
accord with his condemnation of clericalism.
I agree with him on both points; first, there
should not be any clergymen in the modern
church, and secondly, the professionalised clergy
is. a throwback to the Middle Ages. In fact,
my friend does not know how right he is! He
is opposed to all ministers of religion on purely
personal grounds; he has little use for anything
or anybody connected with organised religion.
He little suspects that his general statements of
personal dislike have good Biblical and historical
ground.

If you will make a thorough study of the
New Testament, you will discover that there
was no pattern of clericalism in the church of
the first century. One of the main breaks he-
tween the early Christian movement and Judaism
was the fact that Jesus and his disciples had
very little use for the highly professionalised
Jewish priesthood and its temple satellites, Jesus,
himself, never posed as a specialised leader of
religion; he was a carpenter by trade who must
be recognised as a lay teacher according to all
the standards of ecclesiasticism. Peter, James
and John were . fishermen, and Matthew was a
tax collector. Paul, the first great missionary
of the church, was a weaver. Although we
don’t know the vocations of all the early leaders
of Christianity, there is absolutely no indication
that any of them considered themselves clergy-
men in the accepted sense of that term. One
of the main characteristics of the early church
was the absence of a professionalised ministry.
The word, clergyman, cannot be found in the
New Testament.

As the church took on concrete form, and
organisation became necessary, certain members
were assigned specific tasks according to their
abilities, but these particular tasks "were never
given to a single person as a specific professional
leader of the congregation. Rather, they were
divided up among the members of the group,
and these members assumed certain responsi-
bilities as their part in the ongoing programme
of the Christian fellowship.

At first the only leaders of the ,congregation
at Jerusalem were the apostles, those who had
been closely associated with Jesus. A liule
later, as the group grew in numbers, it was
necessary to choose seven men to be in charge
of the charitable work among the members
(Acts 6) so that the apostles could devote them-
selves to prayer and preaching.

There is evidence also that these early Chris-
tians adopted the plan of the synagogues whe}-c-
by the older men were called on to give guid-
ance in all matters pertaining to the welfare of
the individual congregations (Acts 11 and 14).
Thus quite early in Christian history we have
the twin offices, elders and deacons, indicated.
The Greek words used to describe these offices
were “presbuteros” and “dinkonos™ . . . pres-
buteros translated literally means “elder,” while
dinkonos means “a servant.” These were nol
ecclesiastical terms but descriptive words used
to denote the tasks which had been assigned to
these men. Near the end of the ﬁrs|l century
A.D., the elders (now called “episcopos” or over-
seers) and deacons were recognised as utilitarian
officers of local congregations (1 Tim. 3). How-
eyer, there is no indication that they were ever
considered professional clergymen.

The New Testament tells us plainly that the

gives a point of view that is interesting.

o
T

Are clergymen really necessary?  This
article says not necessarily. “My job really
is to work myself out of a job; your task,
as Christians, is to make my job unneces-
sary,” says this minister. Are our churches
only “audiences” gathered once a week to
listen to “a religious lecture delivered by
a paid professional”’? There is food for
thought here, even if there is another side
to the question.

work which is now considered the peculiar prov-
ince of the “minister” was carried on by the
members of the church of that day. In the
fourth chapter of Paul’s letter to the church at
Ephesus, he describes this arrangement in rather
complete detail:

“But grace was given to each of us according
to the measure of Christ’s gift. . . . And his
gifts were that some should be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and
teachers for the equipment of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for building up the body
of Christ until we all attain to the unity of
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ.” (See also
1 Cor. 12.)

From all New Testament evidence we are
sure that the kind of work which I do, as a
modern minister, was carried on then by the
members of the churches “without benefit of
clergy™!

As a matter of historical fact, the idea of
“lumping” these several tasks into one was a
rather late development. The nccessity for a
specialised group of church leaders arose only
as the people of the church made Christianity
something less than their main interest. You
get a good illustration of this process in the
development of the Jewish synagogue. During
one period of Hebrew history, when the sacred
law required a quorum of ten persons before
synagogue services could begin, a congregation
would frequently hire ten men to be present each
Sabbath in order to insure the required number!
(Nowadays we hire one man to do the work
of ten!) The idea of a paid ministry within
the Christian church probably came into being
in just this way. When the first hearty zeal of
discipleship began to wear off, some of the
men said, “This religion is taking too much of
our time away from our businesses; let’s pay
Timothy to do some of the work in the church
for us. He likes church work anyway =~ . .
and this will release us from some of the re-
sponsibility of evangelism and visiting the sick.”
Thus the seeds of clericalism were planted as the
mercenaries in the army of the Lord were
brought into being.

The next steps in the evolution of ecclesiasti-
cism were natural and easy. The rise of sac-
ramental theology and the growth of the priest-
hood went hand in hand. A separate group of
religious leaders soon turned the simple symbolic
rites of baptism and the Lord’s Supper into
sacraments which only this specialised group
could administer. By the beginning of the
middle ages the priesthood was strongly en-
trenched in the life of the church to such an
extent that the original New Testament idea
of the priesthood of all believers was lost.
This group of professional religious leaders were
so far set apart from the rest of the Christian
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group that they were identified by special garb,
special titles, and special tasks. It was during
this period of history that the name “clergymen”
came into being. The root meaning of “clergy”
is “clerk,” from the Low Latin word meaning
“scholar.”  Because the priest was often the
only man in the village who could read and
write, he was called a “clericus” or scholar. So
the word “clergy” and the idea of a specialised
group of religious leaders became synonymous.

We of the Christian churches have always
stood for a return to New Testament Christian-
ity, but in spite of the fact that there is no evi-
dence of a professional clergy. in the church of
the first century, we have kept the pattern of a
professional ministry in all our congregations.
Why is it that we have been so insistent on
other New Testament practices but have refused
to recognise that all Christians should shoulder
the tasks usually assigned to the minister of
the church?  Well, we won't have to look far
for an answer to that one! The fact is that
we have found it easier to pay a mercenary.
than to join the army ourselves! If we were
to adopt the practice which Paul recommends to
the Corinthian and Ephesian congregations, we
would have all to assume added responsibilities
for the programme of the church to which we
belong. It is much easier to hire one man as
a paid servant of the church and make him re-
sponsible for evangelism, preaching, visiting the
sick, and all the other tasks of service and help-
fulness.  Of course we rationalise our position
by claiming that it is more efficient to pay one
well-trained minister to do the work in this
day of specialisation. But is it?

Let us take one field of work and examine it
for a bit. Take the work of evangelism for
example. How do we evangelise to-day? Well,
the process goes something like this. Some
member of the congregation locates someone
who might be persuaded to become a Christian.
What does he do about it? Usually he waits
until he catches the minister on the street und
then he tells him about the “prospect” and
promptly forgets all about the matter.  This
is supposed to be a very efficient procedure on
the ground that the minister will know exactly
what to do.

But is this so? Well, in the first place, if
every member of the church turned in a single
“prospect’s” name each month, it would be phy-
sically impossible for one man to interview every
potential Christian thus listed.  Secondly, it is
a fact that no minister can ever be as convincing
in his “sales talk™ as the ordinary but thoroughly
consecrated Christian who bears witness to the
faith that is in him. To use modern language,
there is no advertising quite so effective as a
satisfied customer. In the practice of the New
Testament church, “some” (not one to a con-
gregation!) were called to bhe evangelists.
Actually, if we are 1o be a New Testament peo-
ple we must not only witness concerning the
true form of baptism, but we must also witness
for Christ. This should not be the special
job of the minister: it should be a job for
every Christian!  The most eflicient form of
evangelism is that which uses every Christian
as an evangelist.

Yes, I know what I am saying! If this New
Testament ideal should be followed in practice
it would mean that I would be out of a job.
Well, I dont know of any more wonderful way
to join the ranks of the unemployed. Yes, a
truly consecrated congregation would have no
need for a paid ministry.  All the work which
I do could be done by the members of the
congregation . . . and done better, for that
matter . . . if we really meant business about
our faith. The best preaching in the world

(continued on page 42.)



There 1s no East or West

WOMAN in an African village sat penning
~% a letter to one of the great Bible societies.
Translated. it reads:

“Our Friends Overseas: We send you greel-
ings and ask if you are well. We are happy
because “we have the Bible here, and thank
vou for helping 1o give the Bible to us. Every
day we can read the Bible to our children. We
are sending you a small gift because we want
to help people in other countries to have Bibles,
too. That iz all.  Goodbye. We are

women here in Dondi. Angola. Africa.
“Treasurer of the women. Ilda Mbaka.”

It was a portion of the World Day of Prayer
offering in Angola last year that Ilda Mbaka
was sending “to help people in other countries
to have Bibles, too.” Another portion of it
was given for a baby bed in the new maternity
ward of the Dondi hospital.

There are people in Christian communities
all around the world who come together in
prayer on that first Friday in Lent each year.
and in their praying and in their giving em-
brace God's creatures in all the other communi-
ties. From dawn to dark they gather. A New
Zealand woman writes happily. “We are thrilled
that with our sisters on Fiji we began the Day.”
As corollary she adds. “A liberal response was
made to the appeal for the woman and chil-
dren of Europe.” The pastor of the Com-
munity Baptist church of Kodiak, Alaska. says.
“Kodiak was among the very last fellowships
to observe the day. Sessions began at two and
ended at nine. with services for all ages. Mem-
bers of the Russian Orthodox church joined in
the worship. and the Roman Catholic church at
our invilation included the World Day of Prayer
in its regular Friday holy hour. Truly it was
a community-wide observance which promoted
goodwill.”

“I ran out of printed copies.” reports a chair-
man in Bengal. East Pakistan. “but that was
good in one way.” In a liule village in South
India. one hundred were expected, but 183
attended. “plus children and babies and a few
men.”  Some had walked eight miles to attend.

In Babrain. on the Persian Gulf in Arabia.
they followed the same service as we. but used
both Arabic and English languages. as there were
representatives of many lands present. The
presence of women in abbas (black cape-like
cloaks) indicated that many Moslem friends
came to join in prayer. From the nearby oil-
company city came American and British friends.
Says a missionary. “It was a stirring experience
to sing hymns together. The words sounded
different but the melodies and meaning were
identical. Language barriers do not exist in
Christian music. It was even more wonderful
to join in prayers of confession, thanksgiving
and :elf-dedication. Each language expressed
the thoughts and inner feelings of all present,
We felt a bond of fellowship and love with
Christians all around the world.”

Despite civil war and disruption in Burma,
Rangoon observed the World Day of Prayer.
Services were held in several of the refugee
camps in the three national languages, and there
was a union English service. A Y.W.CA.
worker writes, “These services were much ap-
preciated this year when there is so much
suffering, and bitterness and suspicion between
the two communities. Never before have we
Christians been so conscious of our world-wide
unity, and we pray for peace with all the depths
of our being. We would especially thank the
women of China (who prepared the 1949
service) for sharing with the rest of the world
their spiritual experiences.”

There

were  observances in Keisen girls’
school,

in Tokyo, Japan, of which Miss Michi

the .

By Florence Gordon.

Kawai is principal, and this year the girls there
will have the joy of using a service prepared
by their own headmistress.

From Wiesbaden, Germany, came this wistful
note: “Thank you so much that you did not
forget us and sent us all the helps for the
World Day of Prayer. We were together in
a little circle of women who were very thank-
ful for the meeting, and took part with all
their hearts in the prayers for the world. All
of us had such blessing from the little meet-
ing that we decided to try a greater meeling
next year. As we were women from various
circles in our town. we hope that each of us
can reach more women, and we can have more
women together next year to enjoy the blcs§-
ing of the World Day of Prayer. Please don't
forget us next year!”

In Baghdad, Irag, Rajiha Khalis Al Rafiq.
an eigth-grade pupil in the American School
for Girls, tells how they gave the programme
as a choral reading: “The class was divided into
leaders and chorus. The chorus was divided
by two rows, the first row containing the girls
with light voices and the two rows in the back
containing the girls with the dark voices. Every
leader said what was expected from her. The
chorus answered her what they were expected
to say. Between each leader there were some
hymns and the school hymn, “Joyful, Joyful,
We Adore Thee.” Our assembly was very
beautiful, so all the school
pray that this description may please you. Please
accept the regards and estimations.”

In Monieka, Belgian Congo, the church was
filled with men, women and -children. The
world programme, translated into Lonkumdo. was
read responsively by two pastors. grey-haired,
dignified Lianza John, and Joseph Inganda, a
zealous young Institute graduate. The high
point was the prayer of one of the students:

“O God. in times past our fathers didn't
know you. But now our people know and
worship you in many villages here as elsewhere
in other lands. To-day as your followers in all
villages around the world come together for
prayer, may we all be united and made one
in Christ, the Saviour.”

“We left the church to go to our usual tasks
at school, hospital and workshop,” concludes our
correspondent, “but the day was somchow dif.
ferent because we had joined the world in
prayer.”

When we gather on the first Friday of Lent
each year, let us be conscious that an innumer-
able company will be worshipping with us.

Last March, on that first Friday in Lent, Mrs.
Virgil Sly, of Indianapolis, was on her way
from Belgium to Africa. She had to leave
Brussels before the service there. But Mrs.
Sly says. “We were flying from fifteen to twenty
thousand feet above World Day of Prayer ser-
vices all afternoon and evening!  We read all
of the material, and had our prayers individu-
ally and quietly as we flew across Belgium
France, the rest of Europe, the Mcdilerruneun’
Sea and on to Tripoli, where we stopped for
forty-five minutes that night. At 4 am. pext
day, which would be about the lime any night
services may have been in session in California
we were in Kano, Nigeria, ; =

“As we flew through clouds and then emerged
and could Jook down upon the carth below, [
could not help but think that when a per;on
is that high above the earth, political boundarjes
cannot be seen, the color of the skins of the
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wonder at it. I-

people is not noticcable, and lluf diﬂcrcnl.lm}-
guages cannot be heard. } How important it is
for all of us to get a right perspective as we
look at the problems we face and have deal.
ings with God’s people across the face of the
earth.”

Is There No Room for

Clergymen?
(continued from page 41.)
would be the sincere testimony of a member
of this church who would stand up and tell

what Christ means to him in his daily living.
That would be convincing. The best ministry
to the sick is that thoughtful call made by a
fellow Christian who sacrifices some of his own
time to help someone else.  Wouldnt it be
wonderful if a person in trouble could seek the
advice of a mature Christian who has met this
particular problem and conquered it with the
help of Christ?  The theory of Christian dis-
cipleship is that each person contributes to the
welfare of the congregation by giving his par-
ticular talents in consecrated service. Whenever
we hire someone to do some task for the church
we are admilting either that no one in the
group has the talent  required or that the
members of the group are not willing to con-
secrate their talents to the Lord.

It is tragically true that modern churches
(with the exception of certain groups like the
Christian  Scientists and the Mormons) have
lost the idea of the Christian fellowship. We
have departed from the New Testament norm.
Instead of being a vital redemptive fellowship,
we -have become an audience that gathers once
a week to listen 1o a religious lecture delivered
by a paid professional. We judge the effective-
ness of our church by the eloquence of “our”
preacher. If we “enjoyed the sermon,” the
service of worship was successful. And all
you have to do to belong to this lectureship is
to pay your dues: one dollar a lecture (when
you attend!).

Small wonder that our congregations lack
vitality. If I talk myself out of a job I will
do the kingdom of God my greatest service.
If I could convince the members of my church
o become the ministers ‘of this congregation, [
would resign right now and rejoice! My job
really is to work myself out of a job; your
task, as Christians, is to make my job un-
necessary. E

The most creative period of Christian history
was the first century of our era. During that
time the church was g redemptive fellowship
\\']_lose members were dedicated to the task of
Witnessing concerning their faith. Slaves and
busme‘s‘smen, housewives and humble workmen,
even “the saints in the houschold of Caesar,”
and a Greek physician by the name of Luke
made Christianity their main business. The
phenomenal growth of the early church can

only be explained by the fact that all Christians
were:
“

- - the body of Christ and individually
members of jt. And God . . . appointed in the
church first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers, then workers of miracles, then healers,

helpers, udminislrulors, speakers in various kinds
of tongues, , , .
A

nd

s

Just as the body is one and has many meni-
bers and al] the members of the body, though
inu"Yv are one body, so it i with Christ. For
PY one spirit we were gl baptised into one
ody—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all
were made to drink of one Spirit.” (1, Cor. 12.)
live]";e]lls ‘,"Illx_ll made the early church a redemp-
Sl owship, and only this concept of the
reh will make 1 effective in our world!



Comm()nweal{h Round - Up

HERE AND THERE

Owing to the Australia Day holiday, the
paper went to press on Jan. 26. All news
items reaching us before that date have.been

included in this issue.

Lionel Dudley, a former missionary who,
until recently, was preacher at Doncaster,
Vie.,, has not regained strength after recent
illness. Two weeks ago he had another set-
back.

Churches are reminded of their opportunity
to provide funds for the work of evangelism
amongst the Australian aborigines. The an-
nual offering will be received in churches of
Christ  throughout the Commonwealth on
February 4.

R. Banks, who is taking up a new ministry
at Swan Hill, Vic,, conducted farewell services
on Jan. 21 at Castlemaine and Harcourt.
Worship services were held at Harcourt at
1045 a.m., and at Castlemaine at 11.35. Gospel
service was largest for some time, 90 to
100 being present. At conclusion, a social half-
hour was spent to farewell Mr. and Mrs. Banks
and family. Mrs. Taylor spoke on behalf
of ladies; Reg. Broad, sccretary of Harcourt,
spolke. Secretary of Castlemaine church pre-
sented Mr. Banks with a suitable gift, and
also wished family God’s blessing in new field.
Miss Symes, who is taking "a position with the
Socdial Service Department of the brotherhood,
received a gift, and messages of goodwill from
her many friends of church. Mr. and Mrs.
Smith, of West Preston, were received into
fellowship by Mr. Banks on Jan. 21. Mr.
Methven, sen., conducted first prayer and Bible
study meeting “for 1951, In absence of
minister, these meetings will be carried on by
1ndn1dua]s of prayer and study group.

At Burwood, N.S.W. church experienced
splendid meetings over holiday season. The
annual Christmas social and distribution of

Christmas mail was ,a happy experience.
ticles of mail numbered 1057.
was planned for New Year’s Eve. Much plan-
ning and prayer was put into effort, and this
was signally rewarded. Instead of usual Sun-
day night meeting, the meetings did not start
till 8.30. From 8.30 to 9 o’clock community
hymn singing, with solos interspersed, led
people into spirit of worship. At 9 o’clock
gospel service was held, when Ethelbert Davis
spoke on subject, “Into the Unknown Future.”
That was followed, from 10-11, by a religious
talkie film, “A Voice in the Wilderness.” At
11 o’clock supper was served, and at 11.30
a watch-night service began. New Year greet-
ings were given by Burwood preacher, and by
B. G. Corlett, of Belmore; Arthur Baker, of
Lidcombe; and Pastor Rodgers, of Burwood
Baptist church. Enthusiasm kept rising as
groups arrived and chapel began to fill.
Church thanks God for blessing c\pencnccd by
all present.
*

The Northern State

&T present record rains are falling in North
‘X Queensland. The tropical districts of that
State, though sparsely populated are
unsuited to white civilisation. The north
abounds in wealth and tropical beauty, How-
ever, the greatest riches of any country consist
of the souls of men and women. Churches in
the far north are valiantly upholding the cause
of truth. Conditions are difficult and the battle
is hard; but there are ample supplies of spirit-
ual resources.

Ar-
An innovation

not

Charters Towers is still without the services
of a full-time preacher, and the work is main-
tained by local brethren.” Townsville and Mac-
kay are endeavoring to improve the conditions
of their preachers, and are sceking the assist-
ance of -the Queensland Home Mission Com-
mittee. Even with proposed increases salaries
will still be far from adequate. Churches
should make every effort to enable preachers
to share a little of present-day prosperity. One
young man recently baptised at Armstrong has
removed to a country centre and will endeavor
to conduct a Bible school.—“The Echo.”

Missionary Group, New Hebrides.

Back Row.—R. McLean, Miss Daisy Henderson,
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Smith, Mr. H. Finger.

Front.—Mrs, R. McLean and Baby Ian,
H. Finger and Stephen.”

John Finger and Miss A. F. Kennedy not
in group.

Mrs.

Missionary Education

T Federal Conference in Hobart, Tas., last
4 October, the Missionary Education Depart-
ment ceased to function as a committee. The
missionary education programme then became
the responsibility of the Women’s Federal
Executive.

The new syllabus will be ready soon, and
will follow the - theme, “Am 1 My Brother’s
Keeper?” for the topic papers, and “Christ and
Human Relationships” for the devotional medi-
tations. Instead of the syllabus being pre-
pared for eleven months as. hitherto, it will
be for nine months (March to November). Costs
for printing and duplicating have risen so much
over past few years, it has been found neces-
sary Lo curtail expenses in this way. The
change will not affect all societies, as some
do not commence the New Year’s work until
March, and December meeting is usually in
form of a “break-up” party.

*
Evangelism in California, U.S.A.

EVEN more churches have enrolled in our
Simultaneous Evangelistic Crusade, to be
conducted February 4-18, 1951. These churches
are Bell, Brea, Fullerton, Holtville, Monrovia,
North Long Beach, and Redondo Beach. Orange
Avenue, in Santa Ana, will conduct a visitation
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‘evangelistic crusade

. donated to chapel.

evangelism programme only. This makes 39
churches enrolled in the crusade, and there is
yet time for others to decide to have a special
evangelistic programme next February.

Nearly half of the churches, which have in-
vited preachers from other States, have re-
ceived favorable replies from their guest
ministers. We expect to secure a guest lcadcr
for every church desiring one.

Most of the churches parhcxpntmg in this
will put on a nsllatxon
programme immediately prior to their prcach-
ing missions.  Such churches are wise, for a
thoroughly prepared visitation evangelism pro-
gramme will reach many untouched by preatch-
ing services, and will make the evangelistic
services much more effective.—F. Purnell,
“United Informer.”

*

Rural Church

SPLENDID GAINS AT EMERALD, VIC.
IX members have been added recently;
by faith and baptism,
Bill, Garry and Clive Massey—by transfer
from Northcote. Full chapel on New Year’s
Eve morning brought to a close the steward-
ship campaign. December attendances aver-
aged 42 in morning and 59 in evening. North
Fitzroy campers and visitors substantially raised
average. 90 Monbulk campers led open air
evening service on New Year’s eve, when 160
were present. Enjoyable singing and a good
message by F. T. Morgan were appreciated.
Church commenced full-time ministry in Janu-
ary, R. V. Holmes being preacher. On Christ-
mas eve, church united with Church of England
in a carols by candlelight service at the lake,
when hundreds were present. A happy Christ-
mas party raised £70 for manse fund. In
twelve months manse debt has been reduced
from £733/6/4 -to £100. Electric urn has been
Youth Fellowship resumed

*

Women’s Activities
BRIEF NEWS ITEMS FROM STATES.

two
and four—Pearl,

mid January.

IN Western Australia " there have been two
resignations from the Executive Committee
of the Women’s Conference: Mrs. Greenwood,
from position of assistant secretary, as she
will be leaving for Kalgoorlie early in the new
year, and the president, Mrs. A. G. Elliott, who
left for Eastern States. Mrs. Humphrys re-
ported on the need for sisters to stand behind
committee handling Prohibition Poll.

Mrs. Manning, of Carnegie, led the devotiopal
meditation at the Victorian December meeting.
There were 75 ladies present. The president,
Mrs. Washfold, welcomed Mrs. H. Williams,
from Kaniva. Sister Scoble, from Bethesda
Hospital, was speaker. She gave interesting
talk on work of The Salvation Army Hospital.
The president reported on visits from Yarra-

wonga, Warrnambool, Port Fairy, Colac and
Hamilton.
In Queensland the Home Mission report

showed the work at Warwick and Nambour: to
be progrcssmg well. The Foreign Mission work
is in great spirit, parcels being received from
cily and country churches. Thirty parcels have
also been sent to Britain. Christmas soecial
service work done in home at Gregory terrace.
«In South Australia Mrs. R. McLean spoke to
women on work in islands. Overseas superin-
tendent reported that farewells were said. to
Mr. and Mrs. Colin Thomas in home of Mr.
Kentish by members of Federal and State
Boards. Dorcas superintendent told of goods,
cte, received at special aborigine afternoon.



News

Tasmania

Devonport.—On Dec. 31 R. Pitt gave morn-
ing message, and at night T. Burtt, of Inver-
may, preached; Mrs. Alderton sang a solo.
On Jan. 14 F. Burtt was morning speaker and
E. Stevens at night, and Miss Higgs helped
with solo. On Jan. 21 church had fellowship
with Mr. and Mrs. Reeve, of Ipswich, Qld. Mr.
Reeve was speaker at both services. Mrs. R.
Evans, of Balwyn, Vic, has been on holidays
with her brother, J. Webb, and has had fel-
Jowship with church. Mr. Reeve gave a splen-
did gospel message at night and E. Stevens
sang a solo.

Nesw South Wales

Earlwood.—On Dec. 2 Doreen Smith, who
has been with church from kindergarten days,
was married to H. Poidevin. Both will con-
tinue to serve in Gunning district. During
preacher’s vacation, messages were given by
Messrs. Paddon and Sparks. On Jan. 20
Shirley Gabb (Canberra Hospital) was married
to R. Weidner, of Canberra. Shirley is the
daughter of Bible school superintendent. Con-
gratulations also go to his son Ronald, success-
ful final year dentistry student.

Bexley North.—Christmas services were well
attended as was meeting on Christmas Day
at 9 am., 50 attending. Special gift of £3
was received from Jupior Endeavorers, and
other donations were given to manse fund.
Many visitors were present over holiday period,
when a helpful message was given by Ethelbert
Davis. R. Saunders continues to preach the
Word at gospel meetings. Col. Portch made
good confession on Dec. 17. Average attend-
ances for 1950 were: 57 breaking bread and
55 at gospel. Membership is 91 active, 17 iso-
lated and 30 supplementary roll. Sympathy
of church is extended to Mr. and Mrs. Portch
in sudden death of three-year-old son.

South Australia

Fullarton—On Jan. 20 there was a good
meeting in morning. Miss L. Doutty, mission-
ary-elect Central Japan Pioneer Mission) gave
a splendid message. In evening song service
was conducted by Peter Mau. B. W. Manning
preached the gospel. Choir supported ser-
vice with an item in song. Church extends
sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. Ron. Barnes in
passing of his mother.

Forestville—Church enjoyed fellowship with
several interstale and country visitors during
holiday season. W. A, Russell’s faithful minis-
try is being Dblessed. Prayer meetings are
growing.  Morning and evening meetings on
Jan. 14 were an inspiration, W. A. Russell
preaching. After evening service church spent
an enjoyable fellowship hour to farewell
Heather Gready, Lester Russell, Ray Stephens
and Janet Allan who leave shortly to reside
al Port Lincoln, Port Pirie, and Sydney re-
spectively. All have given faithful service
in church and Bible school. Eudeavor
societies have resumed activities enthusiasti-
cally. Peter Fopp has taken over leadership
of Intermediate Society from Miss Gready,
who gave message at combined meeting on
Jan. 14. Attendances at Bible school steadily
increase with passing of holidays. Services
on Jan. 2] were well attended and W, A.
Russell delivered helpful messages.

Churches

Murray Bridge.—On Dec. 29 a farewell social
to N. Kingston was held. M. Swincer was
able chairman. Items of song by Miss B.
Orchard and Mesdames B. Watts and G. Davis
were well received. Expressions of apprecia-
tion for ministry of Mr. Kingston were ex-
pressed by youth groups, Mr. Dix; Men’s Fel-
lowship, N. Page; Ladies’ Guild, Mrs. Sharp;
Church, W. Harper. Mr. Kingston responded.
On Dec. 31 Mr. Kingston preached farewell
addresses, all services being well attended. At
conclusion of gospel service four young people
made good confession. Brian Dix, Beryl
Lehman, Shirley Allen and Robin Dix. Church
has enjoyed three years of service given by
Mr. Kingston and believes that Kilburn and
Enfield Heights will be richly blessed by his
ministry.

Unley.—Christmas camp for young people
proved a wonderful experience for all. During
Christmas season church secretary (C. L.

Johnston) painted the three vestries of church
—a much-appreciated contribution. House com-
mitte and C.Y.F. members spent an evening
repairing kindergarten chairs, etc.,, and young
people made a start on painting and kalso-
mining young men’s classroom. Sunday school
has continued sessions throughout holiday
month, "with good response from scholars. A
most helpful after-school session was one in
which Miss Joy Turner demonstrated a lesson
as outlined in new Austral graded books. She
replied to questions and made several worth-
while suggestions. Mr. and Mrs. Norris and
family spent a fortmight at Goolwa, and ser-
vices were taken by F. A. Messent, Trevor
Turner, H. E. Paddick and H. R. Taylor. After
21 years of faithful service as caretaker, J. H.
Smith has resigned as from end pf February.
Misses D. and N. Walden left on Jan. 19 for
a holiday trip to England and the Continent.

Victoria

Geelong.—Many visitors have been present
during holiday season. There has been a
wonderful spiritual uplift felt amongst the
members, many rededicating their lives to the
Master’s service. On Jan. 14, D. R. Stirling
exhorted church in morning. The midweek
prayer services continued during holidays and
were well attended.

Drumcondra.—In absence of Myr. Pigdon, who
is on holiday, Mr. McDonald, from Latrobe
Terrace church, spoke at morning service on
Jan. 14 and 21. Mr. Baker, from Wangaratta,
gave morning address while Mr. Tattersall
conducted evening meeting. Mrs, Hill, from
N.S.W., has been meeting with church.

Maryborough.—Mr. Coombs, of College of the
Bible, commenced a short ministry with church
on Jan, 7. His messages are much appreci-
ated. On 14th Mr. Withers, conference presi-
dent, addressed large congregations morning
and evening. At evening service he baptised
a Bible school scholar, who was received into
church on 2Ist. Auxiliaries have been in re-
cess until February.

Morwell.—At a special meeting held in Janu-
ary, John Blucher resigned as treasurer owing
to departure to Fairfield to take duties with
Paper Mills in that district. James Blucher
was appointed to fill vacancy. Mr. Quayle
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visited many homes"in district on Jan. 10, and
addressed morning service on Jan. 14 A
prayer meeting was held in evening service.
On 21st Mr. Hilbrick introduced Sister Day, a
missionary from the China Inland Independent
Mission, who told of difficulties facing Christians
in China. "

Ballarat (York-st.).—R. Fraser’s visit, repre-
senling Gospel Film Ministry, was appreciated
by all on Sunday afternoon and evening of

Dec. 31, when he screened modern religious
films. Three decisions for Christ have been
made in past month. A. Johnson was set

apart on Jan, 21 before his departure for
Norseman as a full-time missionary carpenter.
He will be accompanied as far as Carnarvon
by his brother, Bruce, and R. Veal, who are
giving a fortnight’s service in a working bee
at mission station.

Reservoir.—The annual Christmas service by
candlelight was conducted by R. E. Burns, ably
assisted by Mrs. Plummer in charge of choir
and Mrs. Hartley, who contributed several elo-

cutionary items of a seasonal nature. During
vacation of Mr. Burns and family, DMessrs
Plummer, Garth, Hing and Gowans (of Syd-’
ney) gave valued help. Miss Faye Doran
succeeds Mrs. House as kindergarten superin-
tendent. Sunday school appreciates sterling
work of Mrs. House over last year. Mr.

Burns resumed services on Jan. 14, having now

commenced his fifth year of ministry.
Brighton.—The annual choral service was ren-

dered by the choir on Sunday evening, Dee. 17,

al which over 160 were present. Auxiliaries
have recommenced activities this week for
new year. Jan. 14 was a memorable day in

history of church. Mr. and Mrs. Skillicorn
and family were farewelled prior for departure

for India to take up missionary duties with
British brotherhood. Mr. Skillicorn spoke
challengingly at morning service and after

evening service, at which 164 were present; a
presentation was made to couple and their
family. During gathering the preacher, C. G.
Taylor, presented E. B. Hilbig with a gift in
appreciation of his services as an officer for
a period of 21 years. Miss Jean Waugh, who
will be leaving to visit relations in England
in the near future, was farewelled also.

Obituary
Horace Tomkins

7
INDMARSH lost a citizen of no mean
worth in passing of Horace Tomkins on
Thursday, Jan. 18. For many years Mr. Tom-
kins had been a member and officer in the
Hindmarsh church, as well as worker in Sunday

school. About three years ago, because of
advancing age, he resigned as treasurer of
school. It was always a joy to pay a pastoral

visit to their house, and it was on an occasion
such as this, as we talked together, he was
suddenly called from his life here. He had
occupied many public positions in. the com-
munity during his lifetime. He was a councillor
for many years and was called to the honor
of the Mayoralty. He was interested in sport-
ing activities. and often went away as manager
of teams in cricket and football. He was &
strong temperance advocate, and for many
years secretary of local Rechabite Lodge. For
many years he was chief electoral ‘officer for
both State and Federal elections. His life’s
work was honored at its close by a great
concourse of men and women who gathered at
his funeral. Even those who did not agree
with the policy of his life, came to pay hom-
age to his memory, as a citizen whom they had
admired, He now rests from his labors, but
his works follow him. To Mrs. Tomkins and
the family we offer our sincere sympathy, and
we know the God of all comfort will be their
constant companion and strength.—J. E, Ship-
way.



Christmas G?cﬁw’ﬁ'es

A. Anderson.

OUR Christmas season and new year activities
have come and gone once again. The
year has flown, and it seems impossible that
the world has lived another 365 days. But in
our own little world on Aoba, “Father Time”
reveals such facts. y
The women had their day of Christmas fel-
lowship on December 6, and the school chil-
dren on the 15th. Both functions naturally
cater mainly for the folk living close by, say
within three hours’ walk from the mission. Other
villages beyond would certainly like to join
in the fellowship but that would be impossible.

Churches in isolation have their own cele-
brations, and usually we are able to give them
a few things to make them feel that we have
not forgotten them. Some had a few toys,
others a few lollies, but what are they amongst
so many?  You could help to make a Christ-
mas tie with the homeland for these isolated
folk if you -wished. It would not cost much
more than the effort.

Since we commenced the ball rolling, almost
every village has had some form of Christmas
festivity. For most churches it is an occasion
for presenting a small sum of money to the
leaders who have carried on the work of the
church during the year. It should be noted
that no teacher receives any weekly allowance
for ‘his services, hence the reason for giving
a gift of money at Christmas. -It may be £5
or £10 only, but it is an expression of thanks
from the church. More than one leader of
the church would receive some such gift, and
sometimes a leader from another church re-
ceives a gift for what he has done for that
particular church.  We have attended a num-
ber of church festivities. and enjoyed doing so.
We endeavor to contribute something : which
will make them feel that we are one with
them in the spirit of Christmas. We have
received some presents of fresh meat which
have been most enjoyable and acceptable.

We held- our Christmas services on Sunday,
24th, this year, because it was so close to
Christmas Day, and it allowed each village to
have a Christmas service independently on the
25th.  OQur first gathering was by the seaside
where the baptismal service was conducted.
An hour’s service was held as all gathered around
in the shade of the large banyan tree growing
on the beach. Three addresses were given,
after which Abel Barney baptised the 20
candidates who had made their stand. Eight
converts were from Lolongwalakesa, a village
into which the church has but recently entered.
The old leader, Joseph, died last year, having
been converted about two years previously. We

are happy to see the response, but we know how '

difficult it will be for them to go on to per-
fection and the fulness of the Christian life.
Previous environments make their marks for
life and the new life is difficult to grasp, even
though the simple truth of repentance for sin
and salvation is understood. There are heathen
remaining who may be won eventually.

The afternoon service commenced at 3.15
and finished two hours later. -The baptised
were received into fellowship because, being
Sunday, it was suitable.  The Lord’s Table
was spread, after which addresses were given.
Solomon from Lovutilou church was one who
addressed the gathering. He was in Queensland
during the Kanaka days, and was later returned
to Aoba when the Kanakas were sent back to
their own islands. Monday we all attended
the Ndui Ndui service.

Hariba at Indapur
A FTER much planning for the housing of
X Hariba and Shalini, they have moved in
and already made friends. Dr. Michael tells
something of this new move.

“We went to Indapur after our last com-
mittee meeting and helped establish Hariba and
Shalini in their new home. Mr. Bairagi has
done a magnificent piece of work, and the local
people say that the building, which had begun
to allow water into portions of its upper walls,
is now good for a hundred years. Mr. Bairagi
and some of his teachers and a number of the
boarding boys camped out there and rendered
quite a lot of voluntary assistance. It was nice
to be able to see Hariba and Shalini bundled
into their new home, and to join in a little
word of prayer together for God’s richest bless-
ing on the new venture.”

Special for Reporters
OUR work 1is greatly appreciated. You
are the creators of brotherhood bondsy
news of the churches helps to maintain a sense
of unity. The news columns indicate pro-
gress on all fronts and the strategy being used
in local congregations.

Commencing with the first issue in Feb-
ruary, an effort will be made to itemise some
of the news under Discipleship (public de-
cisions), Membership, Marriages and Deaths.
Reporters are asked to commence with names
of those that come under these headings and
omit them from body of report.

Little and often is the Golden Rule of the
reporter. News two weeks old is too old and
should be omitted. Ideal reports should not
exceed 20 lines. Long reports are read by the
few only, short, terse, factual reports by the
many. Readers are interested in events and
facts rather than dates and embellishments.

SECRETARIES!
Consult the . . .
L. MILLS and D. LANG
TYPING and DUPLICATING
SERVICE.

We specialise in Church Magazines, Pro-

grammes,” News-letters, etc., as well as

Circular Letters and all kinds of Business
Duplicating.

21 Downs Street, Bus. Hours, MX2638.

Brunswick, N.10. Evenings, FW1671.

ACCOMMODATION
Congregational church member wishes (o rent
unfurnished or furnished room with Christian
family. Reply A.K., c¢/o Austral Publishing
Co., 524-530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne.

Young couple require S.C. flat or half house,
furnished or unfurnished. Please help. Apply
A. Haddow, 3 Story-st., Parkville, Melb.,, N.2.

IN MEMORIAM.

FISHER.—In loving memory of our dear son
and brother, Frank Hugh, who passed on at
Darwin, Jan. 28, 1945. Treasured memories.
—Inserted by loved ones, Mundalla, S.A.

s

DEATHS.

BREWER.—Cn Jan. 2, in Bendigo Hospital,
Harriet, beloved wife of the late Edward, de-
voted mother of Edward and Harry (Golden
Square), loving sister-in-law of Elsie (Pendle-
sty Box Hill), Florence (Camperdown) and
loved aunt, of Hilton and Fred.

Behind all shadows standeth God.
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‘TO LET
Furnished holiday cottage in hills (Kalorama).
Accommodate five. Close to ’bus, store and
post office—W. Fordham, Montrose Post Office.
Tel. 55.

Furnished holiday house, Marysville, accom.
six, H.W.S., sew, ice chest, cent. position,
available Feb. 20.—J. Chadler, Canterbury-rd.,
Blackburn, Vie. WXI1254.

BACK TO NEWMARKET.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25.
11 a.m.,, B. J. Combridge.
3 p.m., P.S.A, W. T. Atkin. Musical items.
7 p.m., R. McKenzie.

If you intend coming please notify Mrs. A.
Parker, 3! McCracken-st (FF1677) to assist
with catering.

DAWSON ST., BALLARAT, VIC.

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY and HOME-COMING
SERVICES
will be held on
SUNDAY, MARCH 18,
at which G. T. Fitzgerald will speak.
Make your “Back to Ballarat” visit on that day.

BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIE’I‘Y,
VICTORIA.
111th ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING,
MELBOURNE TOWN HALL,
Thursday, Feb. 22, 1951, at 8 p.m.
Speaker, H. M. Arrowsmith, Th.L.
Chairman, W. H. Rainey, B.A., F.R.G.S.
Pageant by New Australians.
Musical programme by the Presbyterian
Oratorio Society and Emmanuel Quartette.

Musical director and organist, Mr. Lawrence
‘Warner.

Selections by the Salvation Army Moreland

Citadel Band.
Offering for the world-wide work of the
Bible Society.
Free tickets for reserved seats available at
Bible House, 241-3 Flinders Lane, Melbourne.

WALL MAPS FOR YOUR SCHOOL.

for Use with New Austral Lessons,
January-March, 1951.

THREE NEW MAPS
(in outline, printed on strong paper,
size, 31in. x 24in.)

NOW AVAILABLE at
1/6 each (postage free).

PALESTINE — ABRAHAM’S WORLD —
; PAUL’S WORLD.

Each Junior and Intermediate class should
have all three maps. Excellent and necessary
aids to teaching.

Order from Austral Printing & Publishing Co.,
528-530 Elizabeth St., Melbourne, C.I.

”S@waqs 3

Incorporating “Pure Words.”

A popular boy and girl magazine.
encouraging all to seek higher things.

Subscription Price:

Through Sunday school agent, 2/6 per year;
posted 3/6 per year.
Send for free copy.

The Austral Printing and Publishing Co. Ltd.,
524-530 Elizabeth-st.,, Melbourne.
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Meditation for the New Year . . .

“TITERNAL God, who makest all things new,

and abidest for ever the same: grant us
to begin this year in thy faith, and to con-
tinue it in thy favor; that, being guided in
all our doings, and guarded all our days, we
may spend our lives in thy service, and finally
by thy grace, attain the glory of everlasting
life’—W. E. Orchard.

Hymn.—No. 830, “Great God, we sing that
mighty hand.”

Leader—A New Year of service begins, and
with it comes opportunities for us to serve
God with greater fidelity than ever before.
Although there is much in the world to-day
to cause us to fear, may we lay it aside and
show our faith in God, giving strength for
anything or any task which he calls us to
face.

“Charge not thyself with the weight of a year,
Child of the Master, faithful and dear;
Choose not the cross for the coming week,
For that us more than he bids thee seek.
Bend not thine arms for to-morrow’s load;
Thou mayest leave that to thy gracious God.
‘Daily’ only, he saith: to thee,

‘Take up thy cross and follow me.”

Bible Reading.—Psalm 31.

First Reader—A New Year of opportunity
comes to us in service of the home.

Home is a beautiful word with its depth
of meaning of love, devotion and sacrifice. Yet
there are millions in the world to-day who are
homeless or are living under conditions where
it is impossible to lead a normal home-life.
There are many new people who have come
to  Australia to make their homes here, and
this is an opportunity for the Christian home
to show hospitality and friendship to those
who arer strangers in a strange land. - Then,
too, the Federal Government is offering 150
scholarships to Asian students to study in
Australia. How will the Christian home act
in the face of such opportunities to extend
friendship to these scholars? The great
prestige that England and the United States
of America had in some foreign countries
was due in a very large measure to the friend-
ships that many students made when attend-
ing Universities in those countries. We need
the friendship of the people of these Asiatic
countries and they need ours. Jesus said,
“I was a stranger and ye took me in,” and
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these, ye have done it unto me.”

Prayer.—For all Christian homes that those
who are blessed with such may use them as
opportunities for service to God.

Second Reader.—A New Year of opportunity
comes to us to serve God in the service of
the church.

From earliest Christianity women have helped
the onward sweep of the gospel by consecrated

service. This century has not lacked in cour-
ageous. Christian living and the persecuted
church in parts of Europe during the last

decade has numbered many women among
those who would suffer rather than renounce
their faith. ¢

In this New Year the international situation
is strained to breaking point. It is a chal-
Ienge to the living church that each member,
not a.few, be a cell which will act as leaven
in making a Christian world. Miss Jorgelina
Lozada, a pastor of a church in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, has recentlly been on a visit to
Spain.  In an interview she told of members
of the Christian church there who had' been
imprisoned for their faith, one woman being
imprisoned for a term of three years. She
told, too, of the opportunities that women
of Latin American countries have of extending
Christ’s kingdom. She said, “In places where

there is death to-day, spiritual death, Chris-
tian womanhood must tell that Jesus lives.™
What Miss Lozada says about the opportunities
these women have is true of Christian women
everywhere.

We cannot serve Christ or his church in
any way other than by witnessing for him in
whatever situation we are placed.

Prayer—For the church that she may be
strong in facing world situations and that
women in the church may grasp all oppor-

tunities for service.

Third Reader—A New Year of opportunily
comes to us in service in the community.

The Christian home and the church have
been too prone at times to live too much
within themselves. But it is only Dby the
Christian home and church being a -force
in the community, whether it be a small or
a world community, that any Christian in-
fluence will be felt.

Women with small children have a special
place in the community life through the
schiool, junior library organisations, ete., but
the women with no family or with a grown
family can also make a distinct contribution
to community life.

Many - make the excuse that un-Christian
practices in some things keep them out of
participating in them, or that their own par-
ticular church has so many meetings that it
is impossible to devote any time to community
affairs. What would Christ’s attitude be to
the community life around us? Long ago he
said, “Let your light shine before men™ and
unless we are willing to do. our share in
community life, have we any right to criticise
what is done?

and the
United

Prayer—For our own community
wide community of mnations, “The
Nations.”

Leader.—Our hope is that 195
through the mercy of God—

“Another year of progress,

Another year of praise,
Another year of proving

Thy presence all the days.
“Another year of service,

Of witness of thy love,
Another year of training

For holier work above.”

Hymn.—No. 508, “Take my life, and let it be.”

Business.

may be

Programine.
Hymn.—No. 173, “Gracious Spirit dwell with
me.”

Prayer.—*“Come into our hearts and remain
with us. We have need of greater moral
strength in dealing with the daily problems
that come to us, so thy creatures may attain
the stature of spiritual growth thou desirest
for them. Let us learn thy will, and heed
thy commands in our dealings with others.
Give us ftrue penitence, so we may profit for
the errors we have already made, and avoid
them in the days ahead. Let thy love shine
upon us and cause us to desire a perfect under-
standing with thee. Amen.”

Hymns are from the Churches of Christ
Hymnal. There is no topic paper for this
month, and if more material is required the
first reader could also tell the story of Monica
and Augustine or of Suzannah Wesley. In
section 2, that of Mrs. Judson, of- Burma, or
Mary Slessor, of Africa, or a discussion could
be held on “The Responsibility of Christian
Women to the Community.”
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PROGRAMME FOR MARCH.
Theme for devotional meditations:
“Christ and Human Relationships.”

Call to Worship—“Let thy work appear
unto thy servants and thy glory unto their
children. And let the beauty of the Lord

our God be upon us.” (Psalm 90.)

Hymn.—No. 90, “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed.”

Prayer—“Grant us the privilege of* accepting
as our desire that which is in thy heart for
us. Help us to real repentance for the sins
and selfishness of our natures, so that we
may understand thy message of love and for-
giveness. Make us worthy of the great gift
of thy love, the salvation of mankind, and help
us to see in thy commandments the only road
toward fuller life here and in eternity. Help
us to see in every man and woman a likeness
to thee, so we may lose no opportunity of
service toward those whom thou lovest. Teach
us to dwell on thy message of salvation, rather
than on the things of the flesh. Thy message
is a gospel of love, and we beseech thee for
grace to understand its import and effective-
ness in healing the ills of the world. We
ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Bible Reading.—Matt. 4: 18-25.

Meditation.-——*“A  Call

The Jewish people were conversant with the
life and work of the prophets and another one
coming” would not surprise them. There were
many people who looked upon Jesus as a new
prophet; however, it was not until he gathered
his disciples around him that the difference
between the more individualistic prophets and
the all-embracing love of the Messiah was ap-
parent.

The Christ was a much discussed person and
his name called forth controversy, yet there
were those who immediately answered his call

to Discipleship.”

‘to follow him and left their all to become his

disciples.

Jesus called Andrew, Simon, James and John
from their busy occupations to a different way
of life. When the rich young ruler came to
him enquiring about the Way, he asked of
him to give of his wealth. Then, as now,
man's feverish desire for material things
proved too much, and he left the call unan-
swered.

The Master places some in the prominent
positions of life, and others in less spectacular
but just as needed avenues of service. The
world is all the richer to-day because of those
who have whole-heartedly responded to the
call of Christ to become his followers; whether
it has meant for them a change in occupation
or a changed life within their vocation.

Sir Wilfred Grenfell decided to become a
doctor, long before he became an active dis-
ciple; he did not change his calling, but the
place of his labors from England to the ice-
bound regions of Labrador where he saved and
enriched many lives. Robert Raikes did not
go to a foreign land, but started the Sunday
school movement in the slums, just where he
saw the need was greatest.

Discipleship demands a close companionship
with the teacher. These early disciples had
a lot to learn and they made many mistakes,
but they grew in wisdom, love and sacrificial
living.

When Christ gives the call he never promises
an ecasy life, but those who experience his
close companionship know it is the only
satisfying way of living, though it also means
a cross.

Discipleship cannot terminate with the accept-
ance of the call. It influences other lives,
and the test of true discipleship is in what
we can impart to others of the joy, the beauty
and the love of being a follower of the One
who came to show the way to the Father.



“As we meet and touch each day,
The many travellers on our way,
Let every such contact be

A glorious, helpful ministry ;

The contact of the soil and seed,
Each giving to the other’s need,
Each helping on the other’s best,
And blessing, each, as well as blest.”

Hymn.—No. 601, “Lord speak to me, that I
may speak.”

Prayer—"“Heavenly Father, help us to grasp
the meaning of thy love, so we may depart
from the iniquities that cling to us; forgive
us our hesitations, our stumblings, our hates
and our sinfulness. Raisc us to the level of
spiritual understanding of thy great gift of
salvation and eternal life. Thou art the guide
and protector of those who will but cling to
thee, and we implore thee to help us in our
reachings after thee. Bring us back to thee
when we stray, grant us light to discern that
which is thy will. We ask in Jesus’ name.
Amen.,”

Business—

Home Mission' Notes.
Overseas Letter.
Solo.
Address.

Hymn.—No. 363, “Lord, from whom all bless-
ings flow.”

Prayer—“0O Lord, let thy light shine into
our hearts so that we may realise the need
for making this world a place where brother-
hood among men is possible. Thou art our
one great hope of advancement, thou art re-
vealed to us in Christ Jesus, thou art con-
stantly with us in the name of the Holy Spirit.
Make us to see the privilege of communion
with thee. Grow in us the grace which under-
lies understanding of thy will. Help us to
sce thee and thy Spirit in those who dwell
among us, for those who come to us for help.
Cause our hearts to glow with desire toward
thee. We ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

Benediction—“Take heed to the ministry
which thou hast received in the Lord, that
thou fulfil it. Grace be with you. Amen.”

Remember Women’s World Day of Prayer,
Friday, February 9.

The Scripture Union

A Daily Bible Reading System for AllL
Cards give the yearly plan:
Junior Members’ Cards.

Standard Cards.
Bible Study Cards.

Notes make the reading plain:
Junior Notes—9 -to 11 years.
Quest Notes and Key Notes—11-12 to 14 years.
Daily Bread—15 to 18 years.
Daily Notes—Adults (Devotional).
Bible Study Notes—Adults.

SEND FOR FREE SAMPLES.
(State which age group.)

THE C.S.S.M. & SCRIPTURE UNION,
262 Flinders Lane, Melbourne, C.1.

\%Qll[y ;;@660”2)’)26)2363

GIFT BOOKLHTS.
With Helpful Messages and Exquisite
Illustrations.
The Greatest Thing in the World, 3/6 (3/8).

Love’s Unfading Flower, 4/- (4/3).
(Meditations on Paul’s Hymn of Love.)

This Kind World, 3/- (3/3).
Neighbors and Friends, 3/- (3/3).
People I Meet, 3/- (3/3).

(Postage price in brackets.)

Austral Printing & Publishing Co.
524-530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne.

Ltd.,

oo
¢

Australian Churches of Christ Foreign
Mission Board Inc.

IT PLEASED GOD THROUGH THE
FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING TO
SAVE THEM THAT BELIEVE.

Send donations to

V. L. Gole, Treas,, 68 Service-st. Hamp-
ton, Viec.

I. A. Paternoster, Falcon-st,, Crow's Nest,
N.S.W.

T. Banks, 36 Canning-rd., Kalamunda,
W.A.

A, J. Ingham, 367 Payneham-rd.,, Payne-
ham, S.A.

H. Hermann, Milman-st., Eagle Junc., Qld.
Miss G. Swinton, 2 Parliament-st.,, Sandy
Bay, Tas.
A. Anderson, secretary,
261 Magill-rd., Trinity Gardens, S.A.

£

Dignity and Satisfaction.
LEWIS — Funerals.

Qur funeral arrangements are a fitting
tribute to the departed. Reasonable
charges.

Ring JA 1066.

H. LEWI8 — Director,

NEW SOUND SYSTEMS

_ Division of S.B. Radio,

PRESENTING

) &
Amprosound
“Dromichl?D);

f@!ﬂl@!‘,/’-’i

16 m.m.
Projector for
both Sound
and Silent

LSO ~

ALSO MANUFACTURERS OF
ADDRESS AND DEAF AID EQUIPMENT.

205 GLENFERRIE RD., MALVERN.
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LINDEN FURNISHERS
Now at 189 BRIDGE RD., RICHMOND
(between Church and Lennox Sts.).
’Phone, JA6591, after hours, Haw., 5689,
NEW ADDRESS, SAME LOW PRICES.
INNER SPRING MATTRESSES.
and all types of bedding. Also
LOUNGE, DINING, BEDROOM SUITES,
floor coverings, occasional furnmiture, etc.,
offered at very much less than usual shop
prices. Call or write. Absolutely no obli-
gation. Take any Flinders-st. tram to
Lennox-st. We pay Victorian rail freight.

!

ARTISAN PATTERN WORKS
ENGINEERS’ PATTERN MAKERS,
N. H. D. Lang, Proprietor.

330 YOUNG ST. FITZROY, N.&.
ENGINEERS AND FOUNDRYMEN.

Consult us for expert advice and
prompt attention to all your pattern
requirements.’

Phone: JA1449.

T. M. OWINS,
MEMORIAL CRAFTSMAN,
44 Neale St., Bendigo.

Monuments erected, inscriptions cut, and graves
renovated in all cemeteries in Victoria.

MT. RIDDELL LODGE,
MT. RIDDELL RD., HEALESVILLE,
FARM GUEST HOUSE.

Electric light and refrigerator.
Log fires, own farm produce.
Beautiful scenery and walks.

James Beveridge. ’Phone 246.
L. WATSON (Mrs.), M.A.LCh.,
CHIROPODIST,

West Preston.
JU3648.

Preference to appointments.

19 Grampian-st.,

L ]

CLAUDE GADGE,
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR,
Commereial, Industrial and Domestic.
Installations and Maintenance.
“NORWAY,” SPRINGFIELD-RD.,
BLACKBURN, WX5494.

HOLIDAY RESORT—LAKES ENTRANCE, VIC.

Charming scenery (finest in Commonwealth),
modern launches on Lakes, and outings by road
to Bairnsdale, Orbost, Snowy River, and
Buchan Caves. Furnished flats and cabins to

let. No Christmas bookings.—Frank
Jackel, Eden Bower, Box 83, Lakes
Entrance.

HOLIDAY-MAKERS BY THE SEA!

A hearty welcome awaits you to have fellowship
with the following churches— )

BLACK ROCK, 32 Potter-st. ‘
FRANKSTON, cr. Dandenong-rd. & Beach-st.
HAMPTON, cr. Hampton and Willis-sts.
CHELSEA, 5 Blantyre-ave.



SUPPORT HOME MISSIONS . . .

To Aid Weaker Churches,
To Develop New Work,
To Encourage Evangelism
Send gifts to—
B. J. COMBRIDGE,
Churches of Christ Office,
T. & G. Building,
147 Collins-st., Melbourne, C.1.

You strengthen ALL our work when
you support

HOME MISSIONS.

J. FERGUSON &-SON,
(8. J. COLLINGS),

Funeral Directers,

712 HIGH ST, THORNBURY. JW2037.
176 HIGH ST, NORTHCOTE. JW3333.
47 VERE ST, COLLINGWOOD, JAigsa

Satisfaction assured. All saburbs.

¢

LYALL & SONS PTY. LTD,
3951 Leveson St, North Melbourma,

Chaff and Hay Pressing Mills at lera. |

CASH, CHAFF, HAY, GRAIN, PRODUCR
& COMPRESSED FODDER MERCHANTS.
Exporters of Pressed Hay, Chaff and
Colonial Produce.

Manufacturers of “Excello” Chicken Feed,
Laying Mash, and Calf Food. Countzy
orders will receive Careful Attention,
Seed, Oat and Grain Specialists—Grass,
Clover and Other Seeds. All kinds of
Pouliry Feed and Meals supplied.

"

Hundreds of grateful testimonials (includ-
ing those of doctors) testify to the success
of
ERODITE GALLSTONE
TREATMENT

(Without operation).
Certain, safe and sure.
Can be obtained through the post, and
literature on application.

Communicate with
T. ESCOTT
(late of India),
139 EDWIN STREET, CROYDON, N.S.W.

Consnltations free. Houre, 9 a.m. to 12 noon.
Phone, UA1308,

(Churches of Christ in
Victoria).

An Organisation after the

New  Testament pattern

operating throughout the

Commonowealth and Great Britain.

No member suffers alone.
(1 Cor. 12: 25, 26.)
All for each and each for all.
Information from

WILL. H. CLAY, Secretary,
241 Flinders Lane, Melbourne.

RADIATOR SERVICE,
IS OUR SPECIALTY.

+* Supply of New Cores.
% Repairs to your old or damaged
Radiator.
<& Also Repairs to Petrol Tanks,
¢ Design and manofacture of Special
Radiatore.
Twenty-seven years of specialising in the

repair and manufacture of Motor Radiators
backs up every job from—

MOTOR RADIATORS PTY. LTD.,
R. J. LANGFORD—Manager,
RADIATOR HOUSE—305 LATROBE ST.,
MELBOURNE, C.1.

‘Phones: MU2297, Cent. 5758.
Telegrams, “RADCO” RMelb.

ALFRED MILLIS & SONS Pty. Ltd.
Wholesale Fruit Merchants,
Regintered Office: 488 QUEEN 8T,
MELBOURNE. ’Phone, FJ4962.

Also Queen Victorla Wholesale Biarketn,
N

FOR EXPERT OPTICAL SERVICE,

W. J. AIRD Pty. Ltd,
w. J. Aird, F.V.OA,
G. F. Capp, F.V.O.A,
OPTICIANS,
ALTSON’S BUILDINGS,

Cz. Elizabeth and Colling Bta.,
Melbourne.

"Phone Ceatral 6937 for appointmont.

The Most Beautiful Spot in Australia is
Sublime Point near Wollongong.

A WELCOME AWAITS ALL AT
WOLLONGONG CHURCH OF CHRIST.
Minister, E. C. Hinrichsen, 66 Smith-
st, Wollongong, or Box 27, Strathfield,
Sydney, ’phone, UM?7523.
Visit the centro of beauty and
evangelistic acHvity.

“THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN”
i Printed and Published by

The Printing and Publishing

Co. Ltd.,
524-530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne, C.1.
’Phone, FJ2524.

Editor: A. W. -Stephenson, M.A.
Manager: W. R. Hibburt,
Church

Austral

Subscription.—Through Agent,

4d. week.

Posted Direct (Aust.
year. Foreign, 25/-.

Cheques, Money Orders, etc.,, payable to
The Austral Printing and Publishing
Co. Ltd. 3

Change of Address.—Send old and new
address a week previous to date of
desired change.

Advertisements. — Births, Engagements,
Marriages, Deaths, Memorials, Thanks,
3/6 (one verse allowed in Deaths and
Memorials). Wanted, For Sale, To
Let and Similar Ads., also paragraphed
Coming Events, 24 words 2/6, every
additional 12, 1/-. Displayed Com-
ing Events and Other Ads., 3/6 inch.
6d. extra when invoiced or taken
over ’phone.

Other Advertising Rates on Application.

and N.Z.)), 20/-
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HOMES AND NURSING HOME.
Oakleigh and Murrumbeena.
(Conducted by Churches of Christ in
Victoria.)

Opening of the Nursing Home and Home
for Women about Easter Time.

1951—the Biggest Year in Our History.
Your gifts, your interest, your prayers
are requested.

Remember the Homes in your will. A
will form will be sent on request.
WILL. H. CLAY, Seccretary,

241 Flinders-lane, Melbourne.

Tel.,, MU 2104.

FEDERAL AﬁORIGINES'
MISSION BOARD.

You can help us to help the Aboriginal
Natives and Half-castes. We urgently
need your financial support.

Forward contributions to the following:
N.S.W.—G. E. Knight, 19 Albert-st., Peter-

sham,
Qld.—Mr. V. G. Boettcher, “Glen Rose,”
Fernvale, Qld.
S. Aust.—Mr, E. H. Kentish, 29 Warwick-
ave., Toorak Gardens.

Tas.—Mr. - M. R. Wilson, 79 Mayne-st.,
Invermay, Launceston.
Vie.—Mr. W. A. Wigney, 7 Churchill-st.,
Kew.

Or to Mr. D, G. Hammer, Federal Sec.,
140 Barrack-st.,, Perth, W.A.

PREACHERS’ PROVIDENT FUND

Preachers, note ‘these benefits additional
to those previously advertised!

£5 por year brings an immediate cover of £50
in the event of death,

£10 per year brings an immediate cover of
£150 in the event of death.

Provided the preacher continues his contribu-
tions, the Fund makes up the difference be-
tween his credit and the £50 or £150, as the
case may be, in the event of death.

Send requests for further information to Mr.
S. Laney, 13 Victoria-st., Strathfield, N.S.W.

Contrjbutions and donations may be sent direct
to the treasurer, H. E. Bell, 26 Robinson-
st.,, Chatswood, N.S.W.




