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A Prayer About Money 0
/

ALMOST at the end of the book of
Proverbs there is a chapter headed

“The words of Agur the son of Jakeh;
the oracle.” Nobody knows anything
more of either Agur or his father than can
be gathered from a reading of Proverbs
30. There are many strikingly interesting
things in the chapter, not the least being
the remarkable prayer recorded in verses
7 to 9:

“Two things have I asked of thee;
Deny me them not before I die:
Remove far from me falsehood and lies;
Give me neither poverty nor riches;
Feed me with the food that is needful for

me:
Lest I he full, and deny thee, and say,

Who is the Lord?
Or lest X be poor, and steal,
And use profanely the name of my God.”

It is the second petition which now en­
gages our attention. The former, that
Agur might be able to speak and live triply,
was a splendid prayer, and one worthy of
our notice. The other, however, seems so
remarkable that it specially attracts and
holds our attention.

The Bible and Riches.
There is much teaching in the Bible

about money. Many warnings are given
against our setting our hearts on material
things, and over and over again the dan­
gers of wealth and the perils of the rich
are emphasised. Money, because it is
so often ill-gotten and misused, is called
“the mammon of unrighteousness” and
“filthj' lucre.” Love of money is declared
to be a root of all kinds of evil (not “the
root of all evil,” as the frequent misquota­
tion puts it). Christ’s parable of the rich
fool, and his treatment of the rich young
ruler who turned away sorrowful and was
unable to bring himself to fulfil the in­
junction given him, show what our Lord
th'ought of wealth. The Master’s word to
the disciples, “It is easier for a camel to
go through a needle’s eye than for a rich
man to enter into the kingdom of God,”
astonished them exceedingly. James, the
Lord's brother, invited the rich to come,
“weep and howl for your miseries that
are coming upon you.” These and other

Scriptures clearly imply that wealth has
its special dangers and temptations. The
fact is, of course, that men are apt to set
their heart on money. To love it,
whether we have much or little, means
alienation from the mind of God. Be­
cause in this world wealth can do so much
and carry with it so much influence, peo­
ple are apt to trust in it as if it can do
anything.

While there is much teaching about
money, there are not many prayers regard­
ing it. The model prayer, it is true,
recognises our need of material sustenance,
but it prays for bread, and not directly
for money.

Even Agur’s prayer was a prayer about
money rather than one directly for it.
There need, we think, have been nothing
wrong about it if the petition had been
definitely for money. Many of the saints
of God have earnestly put their monetary
needs before him in prayer, and have asked
him specifically to make provision for the
removal of debts and the meeting of the
needs of his work; and God has answered
such prayers. Great undertakings for
benevolence and mission work have been
thus supported. We make a mistake if

we limit our asking for money to im­
passioned appeals to men and women.
A Balanced Prayer.

Agur furnishes us with a balanced
prayer. He did not prescribe what God
should do, nor did he specify the amount
of money God should give. Some of us
might think an answer to the petition,
“Give me a million pounds" or “Give me
a thousand a year,” would make us happy
and enable us to help our fellows and ad­
vance the Lord’s work. Agur asked for
needful food—the words inevitably bring
before us that petition for daily bread
which Christ taught his disciples to pray.
He requested that God would not let him
be subject to the temptations which the
extremes of poverty and wealth bring to
men.

“Give me neither poverty nor riches.”
There have been many saints who have
deliberately chosen poverty, because they
thought Christ enjoined that. We think
of Peter Waldo, Francis of Assisi, and
others.

Some men in a spirit of renunciation and
not because of any supposed command
have given up all. They have sought the
hard ‘ life and have welcomed its trials,
forgetting at times its peculiar temptations
and the weakness of our nature. Agur
virtually prayed that God would not bring
him into temptation—Give me not poverty,
“lest I be poor, and steal, and use pro­
fanely the name of my God.” Men in
extreme poverty have thought that God has
forsaken them, and so have blasphemed
his name. Others have done the thing
which Agur feared he would be tempted
to do and stolen from their fellows. In
Melbourne some years ago a priest justi­
fied theft by a very poor man. Doubtless
many of us would rather that a man stole
bread from us than starve on our doorstep.
But yet we sympathise with Agur’s views.
Apart from violation of law, for a man’s
own sake we could wish that he were
never faced with the sad alternative of
stealing or starving. Probably, also, most
of us believe the statement of the Savings
Bank advertisement: “A balance in the
bank smooths out many difficulties!”
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Not Riches.
The other part of Agur’s prayer must

seem very surprising to many people: Give
me not riches. We may have refrained
from praying for wealth, but how many
of us would have thought of praying that
we might not have it? We are apt to
envy the rich, despite the warnings of
Christ and his apostles which we have
already quoted. “They that are minded to
be rich,” wrote the Lord’s brother, “fall
into a temptation and a snare and many
foolish and hurtful lusts, such as drown
men in destruction and perdition. For
the love of monej' is a root of all kinds
of evil: which some reaching after have
been led astray from the faith, and have
pierced themselves through with many
sorrows.” Either we are not very old,
or we are singularly free from powers of
observation, if we. have not found proof
of the apostolic statement.

Agur singles out the great characteristic
temptation of the rich. Give me not
wealth, he prays, “lest I be full, and deny
thee, and say’ Who is the Lord?” That
is, the temptation is to be so lifted up as
to imagine one’s self self-sufficient. Con­
sider the men you know who, before so-
called prosperity came to them, were work­
ers in the cause of Christ, and now when
rich are uninterested in the things of God.
Some have been even worse than this;
they have become puffed up, and by’ their
actions, if not in words, have seemed to
defy the Almighty’ and ask, “Who is the
Lord?” When men have progressed in
wealth and impiety’ we have seen them
usurp power in church, society’ and State;
exercise a tyrant’s force; grind- down the
poor and weak; coerce the man who dare
not fight back—all in defiance of the God
whom they have forgotten or against whom
they' have revolted in their pride and
feeling of self-sufficiency.

Agur was right.

Gospel according to the preferences of
each sect. The Christian Gospel must be
accepted as the complete counsel of God—
not as a kind of “Everyman’s Library,”
from which you could read and accept
some books and ignore the remainder. Mr.
Burns said, “The greatest need to-day' is
for union of all people in the simple coun­
sel of God.” That last sentence puts the
matter in a nutshell.

Weights and Sins.
THE writer of the Epistle to the Heb­

rews urged his Christian brethren to lay’
aside not only the easily besetting sins which
would spoil their lives and keep them
from winning the race, but also every
weight which would impede their progress.
We often think that disciples who are
ready to quit the sins are apt to forget the
disability of the weights.

In national life also the matter of
weights should be considered. Can nations
afford to carry the loads which most are
trying to bear? Especially in time of
war, can we afford the extra burden of
the liquor trade, the racing and gambling
evil, and such like? The drain upon our
resources caused by such things is enor­
mous, and to call them unhelpful is to use
a term altogether too mild. As having
a bearing upon the controversy regarding
wet versus dry canteens, a recent news­
paper correspondent quoted the following
words of Sir Wilfred T. Grenfell, of Lab­
rador fame: “When I made up my mind
that I wanted to be as perfect a citizen as
I could, the first thing I did was to swear
off the use of all alcoholic drinks.” Apart
from the matter of sin or positive wrong,
there is a question which*all should ask:
Is this thing helpful, or is it a weight
which hinders progress ? “Lay aside
weights” is exceedingly good advice.

Professor Einstein.
Union in the Counsel
of God.
THE growing sentiment i$ favor of

Christian unity is one of the most
gratifying things in modern religious life.
It is especially pleasing when a plea is
made for a regard for the revealed will
of God as a means of getting rid of the
evils of sectarianism. Occasionally we
have statements from representative men
in various communions such as a genera­
tion ago could only’ have been made by' our
own preachers, who for long stood alone
in their advocacy. A pleasing illustration
was recently’ given. At Scots Church,
Melbourne, on Jan. 21, the preacher, Mr.
J. Golder Burns, is reported to have said
that sectarianism has a lot to answer for
in having retarded the kingdom of God.
The greatest mischief of sectarianism had
been its division of the Bible into sections
and its emphasis of particular parts of the 

RECENT remarks of Professor Einstein
regarding the church are going the

rounds of the religious press. From
America, where this distinguished refugee
is at work, comes a report that he has
changed his mind regarding the church,
and is quoted as saying: “I never had any
special interest in the church before, but
now I feel a great affection and admira­
tion, because the church alone has had
the courage and persistence to stand for
intellectual truth and moral freedom. I
am forced to confess that wh^t I once de­
spised I now praise unreservedly.”

There is no more distinguished mathema­
tician in the world than Einstein, to whose
writings we may correctly apply that much
abused word, epoch-making. The leaders
of his country have deemed it well to re­
ject him. Others esteem him highly. We
have noted that some in their adulation
have ranked him too high. The title of a
recent book in a shop attracted our notice:
“Albert Einstein, Maker of Universes.”

He is scarcely that. The heavens—sun,
moon and stars—are the work of God’s
fingers; so a great Book declares; and the
Lord God Omnipotent has not abdicated.
But the biographer meant to pay a tribute!

Reverence for Word.
HOMAS CAMPBELL, the famous
author of the “Declaration and Ad­

dress,” possessed a beautiful Christian
spirit, which made his life a benediction
and added greatly to the influence of his
words. His love for the Word of God
was very great, and he spent his life in
an effort to call Christian people back to a
proper regard for its teaching. A writer
in the “Christian Evangelist” tells the fol­
lowing touching story of Mr. Campbell:

“I had in my congregation here in Temple
an old lady who, in her school days, was a
student at old Bethany Colfege. She frequently
gave us reminiscences of Thomas and Alexan­
der Campbell. In one of these she loved to
tell of her visits to Thomas Campbell’s room
to hear him talk, read the scriptures from
memory, etc. (After he could no longer see
to read, he read from memory.) He always
asked the 'girls to watch the book as he read
from memory the chapter for the day, say­
ing, ‘Watch closely, girls. I must soon appear
before my Lord, and I do not want him to
accuse me of misreading his word. Be sure
to correct me if I make a mistake.’ ”

One Hundred Years Ago.
From a Letter to a Sceptic.
HEN Israel’s King describes the

VV . effulgence of the natural sun, as
he rises with giant strength, and

shakes his golden locks, "rejoicing as a
strong man to run a race," shedding his
vivifying rays on all the objects in his
course, he certainly means to say: So is
the law of the Eord in its influences on
the' soul, so are the testimonies of the
Lord to make wiktEthc simple, so are the
statutes of the Lord to rejoice the heart,
and the commandment of the Lord to en­
lighten the eyes. But the light of the sun
may be enjoyed without its heat, as when
its rays are reflected by the moon. Here
let me say that unbelievers everywhere in
Christian lands enjoy the teflex light of
revelation. They walk by moonlight! Their
mothers, or sisters, or friends are Chris­
tians, and reflect its light upon them. But
we might be bound in perpetual frost and
everlasting chains of ice, notwithstanding
the rays of the moon. Again, the rays of
the sun may fall directly upon an object
yet if they fall obliquely they will glance
off and be as powerless as were reflected
rays. ... 0 that I could here per­
suade you, my dear friend, to leave the
cold and gloomy vale of unbelief! Our
glorious leader invites you. . . . He
says, “I am the light of the world; he that
follows me shall not walk in darkness, but
shall have the light of life." I entreat you
to put these things to the tcst.”—M.S.C.,
‘‘The Millennial Harbinger,” Feb., 1840.
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ONE of the intensely fascinating inci­
dents of the Old Testament scrip­

tures is Gideon’s defeat of the Midianites.
Gideon was busy threshing wheat when

the Lord first came to him. Like Cincin-
natus on his farm by the banks of the
Tiber; like Cromwell, tilling the land at
Huntingdon; like Saul searching for his
father’s straying stock; like David tend­
ing his flocks; Gideon was found in the
place of humble duty when the call of
God came to him to deliver Israel from
the Midianites and their allies.

God had a work to be done, and Gideon
was to lead the people to the doing of it.
He sounded the trumpet and thirty-two
thousand of his people answered the call,
ready apparently to die for their father-
land.

When God wants a work done he does
not depend upon numbers or upon the
“strong battalions.” Jonathan, friend of
David of Israel, was right when he said,
“There is no restraint to the Lord to save
by many or by few.” Miltiades, at Mara­
thon, with ten thousand Athenians and
one thousand Platseans, defeated one hun­
dred thousand Persians. Leonidas, King
of Sparta, with his insignificant force
held the pass om Thermopylae against-
the hordes of Xerxes. Gideon faced one
hundred and thirty-five thousand Midian-.
ites with an army of thirty-two thousand—
approximately one to four of the enemy.
Not for the Fearful.

The way to victory is not by way of
the fearful. God cannot use the timid
in his work. He wants those who are
strong and courageous. When the real
testing comes, fearful hearts fail.

It is no easy thing to follow the Christ
to-day, so the fearful, and the soft-hearted,
and the faint-hearted, and the half-hearted
retire. Like Demas of old, they go back
on the Christ and his church because they
love this present world.

God said to Gideon, “Whosoever is fear­
ful and afraid, let him return and depart
early from Mount Gilead.” Twenty-two
thousand men left the ranks and went
home because they were fearful and afraid.
Twenty-two thousand said, “Strike for
your country if you want to; we are going
to strike for home.” That left ten thou­
sand. That was one to fourteen of the
enemy. Victory in the realm of the moral
and the spiritual never comes to those
who are fearful and afraid.
Not for the Lovers of Ease.

The way of victory is not with those
who love ease and pleasure. Again the
word of the Lord came to Gideon: “The 
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people are yet too many; bring them down
to the brook and we will test them there.
Everyone that lappeth of the water with
his tongue as a dog lappeth, him shalt
thou set by himself.”- Nine thousand
seven hundred stopped and got down on
their knees to drink. They chose clean
stones on which to kneel. They did not
wish to soil their clothing. They could
not endure the discomfort of wet gar- z
ments.

These could not be used for God’s pres­
ent purpose, so God sent them home. That
left three hundred.

Gideon started out with one to four of
the enemy. Twenty-two thousand went
home, leaving one to fourteen of the enemy.
Nine thousand seven hundred were tested
and found wanting; they were sent home.
That left one to four hundred and fifty of
the enemy. How unequal the numbers!
How disproportionate and insignificant the
army of Israel. But it was in harmony
with the principle that one with God is a
majority.

Those who love ease and pleasure, those
who like the soft jobs, those who seek to
escape the difficult ways, will never win
victories for Christ in these days. Victory
comes to those who endure hardness as
good soldiers of Christ Jesus.

For Those Under Seal of God.
Victory is for those upon whom God has

set his seal. To Gideon God said, “By
the three hundred men that have lapped
will I save you.” Obviously the battle
was not to be won “by might nor by
power,” but by the spirit of the Lord. God
put his seal upon three hundred men who
were obedient, who sought not ease or
comfort, who sought not personal advan­
tage, but who sought the way and the will
of God.

In after years Jesus put his seal upon
those early disciples of his and said, “Who­
soever will be my disciple, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow
me.”

For Those in God’s Cause.
Victory comes when the cause is God’s.

Gideon said, “When I blow the trumpet, I,
and all that are with me, then blow ye the
trumpets also on every side of all the
camp, and say. The sword of the Lord
and of Gideon.” Gideon committed him­
self to God, at whose bidding he was going
forth, put the trumpet to his lips and blew
the signal blast. Instantly the night was
pierced by the awful noise of three hun­
dred trumpets, and the clatter of three
hundred pitchers crashing to fragments
on the ground. At the same instant all 
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the hills were lit up with the blaze of three
hundred torches. Above the blare of the
trumpets and the din of breaking earthen­
ware was heard the victorious cry, “The
sword of the Lord and of Gideon.” “The
cause is God’s.” “The battle is the
Lord’s.”

However disproportionate the numbers,
however fierce the battle, however long the
day, however crude the implements, victory
comes when the cause is the Lord’s.

It was a dark hour to Israel when the
Midianites, well armed, lay along the
valley like grasshoppers for multitude, and
their camels unnumbered.

These are dark and discouraging days
in which we live. War clouds hang heav­
ily and ominously over the world. Eco­
nomic confusion is causing distress among
all peoples. The diplomats and statesmen
of the world are confessing themselves
unable to successfully deal with present
conditions. The church finds herself
largely shorn of her power with half of
her members “doubting their beliefs, and
believing their doubts.” But the battle is
still the Lord’s, and neither the overwhelm­
ing numbers of the enemy nor the unfaith­
fulness of so many Christians will ever
cause the Redeemer to be defeated in his
purpose to bring all things into subjection
to himself.

It always has been and. always will be,
the brave and dauntless minority, the in­
vincible few, who believe in God though all
hell assail, who will win the victory for
Christ and the right.

Getting At It.

IF all the men who spent their time com­
plaining of the badness and wrongness

of things in general and particular would
only begin at once the much more sensible
and worthy task of trying to make them
better, this world would make a great step
forward toward perfection and happiness.
The trouble is that when we have seen, or
fancied we have seen, something wrong,
and have talked eloquently and at length
about it, we develop a real virtuous feeling
and imagine that we have quite done our
duty touching the matter.

Of course, great evils need to be
preached against in order that a public
conscience touching them may be developed,
but the great majority of us would be
better employed in doing something to
right a little wrong than in making elo­
quent speeches against big ones. Most
big wrongs are just little ones multiplied,
and the best way to get at them is to get
at them in pieces. • And talking, no matter
in what fashion, against evil things is a
long way from being a substitute for tack­
ling them.—Selected.

The Way to Victory.
Ethelbert Davis.
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The Man of God.
A. Hutson.

rthe fifth chapter of Second Corinthians
there are set out some of the essential

characteristics and outstanding qualities of the
man of God.
Convinced.

1. He is a convinced man (verses 1-8). Paul
was a man that was sure. “We know" (verse
1). “We are confident.” “knowing” (verses 6
and 8). In the previous chapter Paul speaks
about believing, knowing and then speaking.
Before a man can speak with certainty he
must believe and know. The man of God
to-day needs settled and sure religious convic­
tions. So many seem to be in continual doubt
and consequently in continual difficulty. We
need a great experience to be able to say “I
know.” The blind man in John 9 could say
fearlessly, “One thing I know.” Knowledge
based upon experience brings assurance. “We
know we have passed from death to life,
because we love the brethren.” We know by
faith that the worlds were made by the word
of God. “We know if the earthly house of
our tabernacle were dissolved we have an house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”
“Ye know he was manifested to take away
sin, and in him is no sin.” "Hereby know we
that we dwell in him, and he in us, because
he hath given us of our spirit.” Job was a
convinced man with only a very little light,

preachers, one said that the preacher often
preached fact as if it were fiction, whilst the
actor preached fiction as if it were fact. The
gospel message must grip our own heart be­
fore we can grip others.

Consecrated.
4. He is a consecrated man (verse 15).

"Should not live unto themselves, but unto
him who died for them and rose again." A
life redeemed, surrendered and consecrated to
his service. “Present your bodies a living
sacrifice.” “Be not conformed to this world,
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind.” The consecrated man loves not the
world. He is devoted to God. His hands are
filled with work. He lives not to please him­
self, but him. “Live for self, you live in
vain; live for Christ, you live again.” The
man of God is consecrated to a life task in
the service of his Lord.

Charged.
5. He is a charged or commissioned man

(verses 18-21). ' “He hath given unto us the
ministry of reconciliation.” There is the minis­
try of world-wide evangelism for the church;
but there is the ministry of individual soul­
winning to the man of God. Paul here sets
out the glorious message which ambassadors

of Christ have to present to their hearers. Paul
says he is “reconciled to God through Christ.
Once he was alienated; now he is a minister
of God to bring this message to others What
a message, “God was in Christ- reconciling the
world unto himself”! "He hath made him. to
be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in him."

We have the honor of representing Christ:
as his ambassadors, pleading with men to be
reconciled to God. This1 is the charge, the
commission, the responsibility of the envoys
of Christ We must be found faithful. We
may not always be successful; but we can
be indefatigable in the execution of our
charge, instant in season, out of season, always
abounding in the work of the Lord. Remember,
your labor is not in vain in the Loid.

Christlike.
6. Finally he is to be a Christlike man (6: 3).

As a co-worker with God he is to be imbued
with the spirit of Christ, “giving no offence,
that the ministry be not blamed,” i.e., dis­
credited (Moffatt). Christ's representative
must be Christlike. He must in his own
character uphold the principles and qualities of
the message and Lord he represents. A
humble Christian man. used to say: “I have
never been to college, but I have been to Cal­
vary,” and everybody knew it. It is possible
to have been to college and missed Calvary.
When men take knowledge of us we have been
with Jesus, our ministry in whatever the
sphere and notwithstanding many blemishes
and short-comings will never discredit or dis­
grace the cause we love (cf. 2 Tim. 3: 17).

but he could say, “I know that my Redeemer
liveth." The man of God, speaking where
the Bible speaks, can do so with absolute
confidence and certainty. Only the convinced
man can be convincing. It is the lack of this
certainty which causes us so often to fail.
Concerned.

2. He is a concerned man (verses 9-13).
"Knowing the terror of the Lord, we persuade
men.” He is intensely interested in the wel­
fare of the souls of others. He balances
divine truth, mercy, grace and justice and
judgment. We must all appear before the
judgment seat; .therefore men must be ready
to meet God. “We pray you in Christ’s stead to
be reconciled to God.” “Therefore watch, and
remember, that by the span of three years, I
ceased not to warn everyone night and day
with tears.” Paul was a concerned man both
for individual souls and the welfare of the
whole church. The besetting sin of many to­
day is indifferentism. May it never be said
of a preacher of the gospel that he was in­
different to the spiritual needs of men. Have
we a passion for souls? When men see we
are really concerned about their souls they may
realise it is time they were concerned about
their own salvation. The shepherd must be
concerned about the straying and lost sheep.
Church members must not be cut off the roll
without very definite and prayer effort to re­
store such an one in the spirit of meekness.
Constrained.

3. He was a constrained man (verse 14). “For
the love of Christ constrainetb us.” We are
often restrained by fear or shyness; but the
constrained man is moved by an inner force
—the love of Christ. Moffatt uses the word
"controlled" and Weymouth the word "over­
masters.” It is only when we are aban­
doned to Christ that his love constrains us.
When we know the facts of the gospel and
the needs of men, we are deeply concerned and
strangely moved to speak the things that are
uppermost in our hearts. The love of Christ
constrained him to die for us all. There must
be the ring of sincerity in every gospel message.
In a discussion of the merits of actors and 

The Sin of Social Unconcern.,
THE judgments of the Great Day, it some­

times seems to us, will fall on men, quite
as much for things they have neglected as for
things they have done. The decalogue of duty
takes account very sharply of omissions and
absenteeism. Those who come not up to the
help of the Lord are already on the wrong side
of the great white throne. The “goats" are
those who go not. The great sin is disinterest.
In that remarkably mixed book of pessimism
and optimism the so-called Lamentations of
Jeremiah, there occurs this suggestive and
searching question, “Is it nothing to you, all
ye that pass by?" Jerusalem stands as a
centre of affliction and miseries, and the ad­
versary has laid his destructive hand on her
"pleasant things”; “all her people sigh, they
seek bread”—but only the Lord considers,
while the multitude, unconcerned for the deso­
lations 6r detriments of Zion, pass stolidly by
on the great highways stretching between Egypt
and Assyria. Indeed, even Israel itself hardly
cares as to the state of the temple or the
moral condition of the people.

So it was of old, so it is to-day. Many
things are wrong with the church and with
modern society, but that is nothing to the
hurrying throngs, passing by on the pavements
or rushing to and fro in cars. Serious faults
and failures attend the administration of church
and college work, which need to be faced, not
ignored; yet to the press of the country, as a
whole such topics are neither news nor food
for editorials. This general unconcern as to
the highest invisible values of life results in a
dry-rot in the body political and social.

But someone will say, is there not a great
deal of social service work that is carried on?
Yes, that is just it—such work is carried on by
virtue of the momentum acquired from the re­
ligious teaching and example of previous
generations, and if that teaching be not con­
tinued, and such personal consecration be not 

of <hV°graclouTeSonhy-GOtI; in the perS°n
half-way to where n’t already more than
Pointed thee he has ap‘

• renewed, interest in social service will gradu­
ally peter out, and to future generations it will
be nothing that the multitude perishes or the

■ state decays.
The unconcern of the present day, so charac­

teristic of multitudes, is fundamentally due to
a spiritual lack. In part, religious leaders fail
in their visions, and in part the laity wallows
in its wickedness. Many screws are loose,
many run on the errands of the Evil One;
there is much buzzing and jolting, but little
moral progress, because no pattern from the
mount is held steadily in view, and ■ no divine
grace is sought which will give men power
of conquest over their own selfishness, and
motive for choosing things that will have eter­
nal rather than ephemeral value. Disinterest
will yield to interest only when the appeal of
the Christ is heard and obeyed. It is the
Christly man who cares.

of Nazareth passed by in Judea
old, it made a difference; when men of his

p- aad brotoeriiood pass by to-day, it is
t0 them if thinBs do not go right.

nf Trarsuf Passed by over the highways
Athene and looked in at Ephesus,
tffimS\.C°rinth and Rome. He saw many
the wJ^ Were Wrone- and cared. Tllat 15
oect7tve?v eVery ttrue man of God- God ex‘
cem for *3 do his social duty of con-
tions and an>d institutions and constitu-
fiX ehe k Ltural traditions. And the sel-
of whom i°t' md want°nly careless individual
will u?tTmLTy«ba. Sald’ “Ifc is nothing to him,"
to God the f that he himself is nothing 
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The Face of Jesus Christ„
I. — A Sad Face.

A. M. Ludbrook.

IT is only natural, and perfectly right, to
treasure up the portraits of our dear ones.

We ought to hold in affectionate remembrance
loved ones who have passed away, and their
likenesses help us to do so.

Pictures, Ancient and Modern.
There are some ancient portraits professing

to be correct representations of Jesus Christ.
For instance, there are several cloths with the
Saviour’s features impressed upon them—so
it is affrmed—each professedly “the napkin
that was about his» head" of which we read in
connection with his resurrection. Then there
is the handkerchief of St. Veronica, who is
said to have given it to Jesus on the way to
Calvary to wipe the blood and sweat from his
face, and to have received it back with the
divine Sufferer’s features imprinted upon it.
Probably, however, these and all such are
simply martyrs’ face-cloths—a few from the
catacombs possibly, but most later, on which a
likeness of Christ had been painted. There is
a measure of similarity in these whiph may
represent a modicum of truth as handed down
by tradition.

Then too, we have looked with interest upon
such modern works as "The Last Supper” by
Leonardo, "The Light of the World" by Hol­
man Hunt, “Christ Leaving the Prffitorium” by
Dor6, and many others. But each is only
the artist’s ideal Christ, or as Augustine said
of those in his day "the fancy of the artist."

Who could give a correct and worthy pic­
ture of him who is “the chiefest among ten
thousand” and "altogether lovely"? As a
writer has said, “It would require all the
colors of the rainbow, with the archangel
Gabriel for an artist, and even then perfect
justice would not be done to the original.”
Some time ago the British Government gave
£75,000 to the late Duke of Marlborough for
an imaginary portrait by Raphael of Mary, the
mother of Jesus. What hundreds of thousands,
if not millions, of pounds would be offered for
a really authentic likeness of the Son of God,
the Saviour of the World!

Traditionally, Perfect.
A very general tradition has it that the facial

proportions of Jesus were perfect. And if it
be true that the human features are, generally
speaking, an index to character—that, as Aris­
totle taught, "the soul moulds the form in
which it moves, and the face is a transcript of
the disposition,” the face of Jesus must have
been lovely indeed. Some writers, however,
have differed on this point. Justin Martyr
speaks of Christ's appearance as ignoble and
uncomely, and Tertullian asserts him to have
been devoid of human beauty and to have
lacked grace .and dignity. The chief basis for
such an idea has been the statement in Isa. 53:
“He hath no form nor comeliness, and when we
shall see him there is no beauty that we
should desire him”; but as the context shows,
the passage has reference to the unfavorable
conditions of our Lord’s life from a worldly
point of view—“despised and rejected of men."
His was surely a perfect manhood, physically as
well as intellectually and morally; the alto­
gether lovely One in form as in character, his
body a perfect home for a perfect sopl.

An Authentic Portrait.
Only in scripture can we find an authentic

portraiture of our Lord. "Justly do they de­

serve to err,” said Augustine, “who seek Christ
and his apostles, not in the holy volumes but
on painted walls." There are a number of
word-portraits of Jesus in the Bible. When
the Roman empress asked Eusebius for a like­
ness of our Lord he referred her to the four
Gospels as containing the only reliable por­
traits of him. The four biographers of Jesus
may be regarded as four artists before whom
he stood. Matthew paints a Jewish likeness
for Jews. Mark puts on new colors, his work
being mainly intended, it is thought, for
Romans. Luke adds many tints, painting for
Greeks. While John adds finishing touches,
specially perhaps for Asiatics. So then let us
to the sacred scriptures. Old Testament as
well as New will help us to perceive the linea­
ments of the Messiah.

MY MASTER’S FACE.
□ . ’

“Personally I hate to see pictures of Jesus
Christ.”
ATO pictured, likeness of my Lord have, I;
1\ He carved no record of his ministry

On wood or stone.
He left no sculptured tomb, nor parchment dim,
But trusted for all memory of him

Men’s hearts alone.
Sometimes I long to see him as of old
Judea saw, and my gaze to hold

His face enshrined;
Often, amid the world’s tumultuous strife,
Some slight memorial of his early life

I long to find.
Who sees the face but sees in part, who reads
The spirit which it hides sees all; he needs

No more, thy grace—
Thy life in my life, Lord, give thou to me;
And then, in truth, I may for ever see

My Master’s face.
—J. Russell Howden, B.D.,

in “The British Weekly.”

His Visage Marred.
For a little while we will now think specially

of the face of Jesus Christ as a sad face. At
the end of Isa. 52 we read of Jehovah’s ser­
vant that his visage was so marred more than
any man,” and 2 and 3 verses on in the next
chapter is the well-known description—“a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” That
his visage Was “so marred” is not inconsistent
with the statement that (generally) he was
“fairer than the sons of men.” A sad face is
not necessarily devoid of beauty. Grief, as
well as joy, may display its loveliness. I can
never think otherwise than that Christ’s face
was beautiful. The attraction of a human
countenance consists chiefly in the expression
that shines in it. “The countenance of him
whose lips were never compressed in unholy
anger and whose brow was never darkened by
evil temper, must have had a loveliness all its
own.”

Yet it was a sad face. Think of the sorrows,
cares, watchings, fastings, anxieties that must
have been reflected in it. Tradition says that 

our Lord was never known to laugh, but often
to weep. Yet methinks that when he called
to himself a little child his countenance must
have been suffused with smiles. And what a
gladness must have lighted up his features
when he said to the disciples, “These things
have I spoken unto you that my joy might re­
main in you, and that your joy might be full.”
Could anyone, however, be “a man of sorrows"
and grief’s acquaintance, and not have some
marks of it upon his face? Sir Noel Paton
has painted a very fine picture entitled “The
Man of Sorrows,” and sorrow shows itself in
the face, in the careworn look, in the agonised
expression. The Jews said to Jesus, “Thou
art not yet fifty years old," which suggests that
he may have looked much older than he really
was. Sorrow, persistent and deep, ages a man.

The Man of Sorrows.
Looking into the sad face of Jesus Christ

there are lessons to be gleaned from it. Sin
and suffering are inseparable. Not that suffer­
ing is always an immediate and direct result
of sin. It was not so in the case of Job or in
that of the “man born blind"; and most cer­
tainly it was not so in the case of Jesus. Still
there is an essential connection between sin
and suffering. Jesus came as the sin-bearer.
He “bore the sins of many,” yours and mine.
Hence the sad face of Jesus Christ.

“Man of sorrows, what a name
For the Son of God who came
Ruined sinners to reclaim!

Hallelujah! what a Saviour."
We need to study the face of Christ—the

character of our Lord—more prayerfully than
we do. In „Copenhagen there stands a famous
statue by Tnorwaldsen representing the Saviour
holding out his hands to the weary and heavy-
laden. Once a scholar stood dissatisfied before
the masterpiece; he had expected to find it
more beautiful. Then a child, noticing his dis­
appointment, said to him, “You must go close
to it, and kneel down, and look up into the
face.” He did so, and thereupon the wonder­
ful beauty and nobility of the artist's concep­
tion was apparent. So with earnest prayer
and devoutness of spirit we should study the
biblical portraiture of the Christ. Let us look
into his face, till we learn to bear our trials
aright. Do you say, “My sorrows are greater
than I can bear; they are crushing me"? Look
into the face of Christ and think how much
he bore for you. Remember, too, that he is
able to comfort us with his comfort wherewith
in the days of his flesh he was comforted of
God. “In that he himself hath suffered, being
tried, he is able to succour them that are
tried.”

"Every day just look to Jesus' face,
Every day fresh beauty seek to trace,
Waiting to catch the fullness of his grace,

Every day.”

I UNDERSTAND perfectly well the stories
which men tell us of the tremendous

struggle that has shaken them, body and soul.
If only they could come into the presence of
their Father! But I know that no such
struggle is a necessary experience of the
human life. I know that the great life of man,
coming near to God. is meant to be the most
natural fulfilment of his human existence. I
will think no man's experience an unnatural
one, because it has not been shaken by terrors
and by fears. I know that the experience
which pictures all our experience, opened, under
the skies of Nazareth and on the sweet waters
of the Lake of Galilee, peacefully and calmly
Into the perfect knowledge that he and the
Father were absolutely one.—Phillips Brooks.
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The Home Circle.
Conducted by J. C. F. Pittman.

SOME PLACE FOR YOU.

THERE is a place for you to fill,
Some work for you to do,

That no one can or ever will
Do quite so well as you.

It may be close along your way,
Some little homely duty,

That only waits your touch, your sway,
To blossom into beauty.

Or it may be that daily tasks,
Cheerfully seen and done,

Will lead to greater work that asks
For you, and you alone.

Be brave, whatever it may be,
The little or the great,

To meet, and do it perfectly,
And you have conquered fate.

—Selected.

SERMONS AND PRAYERS.
ItTR. SPURGEON revealed a little of his own
-LU. individuality while reviewing a book on
Methodism in Yorkshire by evincing delight
with this criticism of a sermon: “Ah say,
mister, you preeched a goodish sermon to­
night, but if it had been cut short at beath
ends and _set a-fire in the middle it wad a
dean us mare good.” Mr. Spurgeon “scarcely
remembers a better criticism” than this, and
says that it might be applied to many of the
discourses and speeches which one hears nowa­
days. - Another story tells us of a. not very
fluent young man who, being in the habit of
saying in his prayers, “Lord, help me to pray,”
was answered one night by an old man’s
ejaculation, “And the Lord help thee to give
ower.” “How heartily,” remarked Mr. Spur­
geon, "could we say ‘Amen’ to such a prayer in
the case of a long-winded brother.”

THE BURIAL OF LIVINGSTONE.

ONE of the strongest proofs in all history of
the reforming power of the gospel is the

funeral of David Livingstone.
Upon the evening of the last day of April,

1873, Livingstone, telling his men to bury him
in the forest, lay down ill with fever. Opening
his tent in the morning, he was found kneel­
ing beside his rude cot—dead. Not a white
man, perhaps, within five hundred miles. Susi
and Chumah, his personal attendants, called
up the other fifty-four blacks, and showing
them the situation, said they wanted to take
him back to his own people for burial—all
agreed to help. Then commenced a funeral
march which stands alone in the annals of the
world; every step eloquent with Christian love.
Moses was buried by the angels, Joseph car­
ried up from Egypt to Canaan by his own
people; but here are half a hundred men only
just emerged from heathendom, with no one
to direct them, and accountable to no human
power—with loving hands embalming their
lost leader and starting through morass and
mountain, river and desert on their march
to the sea.

The British officer at the coast advised burial
there. But no! They carried him aboard
the "Calcutta” at Zanzibar, sailed for Aden,
thence to Southampton, and from there by
special train to London—a funeral march of
nearly ten thousand miles and occupying well-
nigh a year. Livingstone is identified by a
false joint in the arm, the result of a fight -with
a lion near thirty years before, when he rescued
one of his faithful blacks, who at any time
since would have given his life for the mis­
sionary; and now.

“In the great minster transept
Where lights like glories fall

And the sweet choir sings and the organ
rings

Along the emblazoned wall-----”
those ebony faces are lifted toward heaven
with joy that honored Christian burial has
been given to David Livingstone—and all the
world wept and wondered—wept in sympathy
with those loving black converts, and won­
dered at the marvellous works of God reform­
ing Africa.—Selected.

J. FLANAGAN’S SIXPENCE.
A preacher relates a good story concerning

the late James Flanagan, a well-known Method­
ist evangelist. Seeing a man whom he knew
was not blind wearing a placard on which were
written the words “Pity the Blind,” Mr. Flana­
gan dropped a sixpence near by, and then con­
cealed himself and watched developments. The
“blind” beggar at once went to the spot and
picked up the coin, placing it in his pocket.
Mr. Flanagan then went to ' him and asked
why he was begging alms, pretending to be
blind when he was not. “Ah, guv’nor!” ex­
claimed the brazen impostor, “they have put
the wrong card on me—I am deaf and dumb!”
So are there Christians who, although not blind,
yet often act as if they were deaf and dumb.
—Selected.

NAIL UP THE HOLE.

A LETTER appeared in the New York “Voice”
which narrated the following interesting

incident:—
“I took my little boy on my knee and told

him the story of the lost lamb. How it found
a hole in the hedge and crawled through, how
glad it was to get away, how it skipped and
played in the sunshine, until it wandered so
far it could not find its way back.

"And then I told him how the wolf chased
it, and how finally the good shepherd rescued
it and carried it back to the fold. The little
fellow did not say a word until I got to that
part of the story where the shepherd had car­
ried the lamb, all wounded and bleeding, back
to the fold, when he exclaimed, ‘Say, papa, did
he nail up the hole where it got out?’ ”

Many temperance workers have been trying
to save the victims of drink for years, but
where they are able to save one that has gone
astray, hundreds of others go astray. Every
public house is a hole in the fence, and the
popular veto is greatly needed to enable com­
munities wishing to do so to get rid of the
temptations to going astray by nailing up the
hole.—Selected.

DOUBTFUL!
“Father,” asked the little boy, “why is that

flag flying in the middle of the pole?” Father:
"Someone’s dead, I suppose.” “But why,” per­
sisted the boy, "isn’t it at the top of the pole?”
Father: “Oh, I don't know the reason, but
they always fly it at" half-mast when some­
one’s dead.” "I suppose,” mused the lad.
“it’s ’cause they don’t know whether he's gone
up or down.”

“I don’t need none!” said the lady of the
house before the agent had opened his mouth.

“How do you know?” he returned. “I might
be selling grammars.”

The Family Altar,
J.CJFJ’.

TOPIC.—“FRUITS WORTHY OF
REPENTANCE.”
Monday, February 5.

HE answered and said, I will not; but after­
ward he repentfed himself and went.—

Matt. 21: 29.
The two sons represent the Jewish rulers

on the one hand, and the common people on
the other, the first promising and not perform­
ing, the latter making no pretension, yet show­
ing forth fruits worthy of repentance. “Which
of the two,” said Jesus, “did the will of his
father?” They answered correctly, not realis­
ing that by so doing they judged themselves.

Reading—Matthew 21: 23-32.
Tuesday, February 6.

Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit.—John 15: 8.

Bearing good fruit is an evidence of genuine
discipleship. Thus it brings glory to God, for
it demonstrates a vital connection with his
Son, who is the true vine, of which the Father
is the husbandman.

Reading—John 15: 1-11.
Wednesday, February 7.

A certain man had a fig tree planted in
his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit there­
on, and found none.—Luke 13: 6.

A fig tree which fails to produce fruit in
three years would be cut down as worthless.
Those whom Jesus addressed had been given
ample opportunity to bring forth fruits worthy
of repentance, yet gave not the slightest sign
of fruit. They would, however, be given fur­
ther time.

Reading—Luke 13: 1-9.
Thursday, February 8.

Wherefore, O King Agrippa, I was not dis­
obedient unto the heavenly vision; but de­
clared . . . that they should repent and
turn to God, doing works worthy of repent­
ance.—Acts 26: 20.

Before King Agrippa Paul bravely narrated.
the story of his conversion and commission,
showing that the great objective of his life’s
work was to lead people to repentance, in order
that they might produce its worthy fruits.

Reading—Acts 26: 12-23.
Friday, February 9.

Wherefore, my brethren, ye also were made
dead to the law through the body of Christ;
that ye should be joined to another . . .
that we might bring forth fruit unto God.—
Rom. 7: 4.

Just as death dissolves the relationship be- ■
tween: man and wife, so. death to sin dissolves
connection with the law, thus preparing the
way for union with Christ. Such union should
lead to the production, not of “fruit unto
death,” but unto life.

Reading—Romans 7: 1-6.
Saturday, February 10.

Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of re­
pentance.—Luke 3: 8.

John the Baptist had called the multitudes
to repentance; now he commands them to
bring forth fruits worthy of repentance.

Reading—Luke 3: 1-8
. , ., Sunday, February 11.

th™ multitude asked him, saying, What,
then, must we do?—Luke 3: io.
wh^hythZvrl “mman<led to do something
sarv ThZ ™h>iMVer dreamed of being neces-
and 'rereiLHUbl-Cans asked a similar question,
Questionable Sn ?,quaUy extraordinary answer.Questionable practices must be given un- con-
ffisclpies ta?e the place of dissatisfaction;
» * °?y refratn from doing evil,
they are better th0*3 men should see that

, r than the best worldlingsReadings—Isaiah 40: i-u: Luke 3: 1-22.
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“Work Out Your Own
Salvation.”

Philippians 2: 9-13.

Prayer Meeting Topic for February 7.
H. J. Patterson, M.A.

Our Young, People.
Conducted by Keith A. Jones.

A Lord Mayor Speaks.

LAST week’s topic may serve as an introduc­
tion to this. We began to realise the need

for the mind of Christ being in us. Think
again of the utter sacrifice of Christ, and it
may serve as an incentive to work out our
own salvation.
Christ Died for Us.

And "God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto himself." What is in that short
sentence we may not know this side of death.
Jesus was stripped of all the glory of heaven,
and took upon himself the form of a bond­
servant. He was a servant or slave of others
—“a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.”
In him was a great spirit bound by earthy and
human thongs. His service on behalf of
humanity was the sign of his authority, and
none can escape the lesson of it, for therein
are we taught of the love of God and of the
necessity for service to our fellows.

But the death on the cross was the great
demonstration of the love of God. It revealed
just how far God was prepared to go for the
saving of men. The law stated that "cursed
is everyone that hangeth on a tree," and he
bore the curse—suffered it for us. Realising
the truth of it as perhaps we do not, Paul
said, "God forbid that I should glory save in
the cross of my Lord Jesus Christ.” The great­
est incentive to salvation is rightly in the cross.
Some might seek the rewards of heaven or
the avoidance of the pains of hell, but the
mighty incentive is surely in the cross.
“Work Out.”

"I am saved” is only partly true. Christ
died for me, but unless I allow him a place in
my thinking and living I cannot be saved.
Paul realised there were two sides to the
great gospel of the grace of God. There was
the divine and the human. God comes down,
but we must rise’ to meet him. The father
went out to meet' the son, but the prodigal
had to return.

Jesus told of the five foolish. virgins who
did not prepare. Paul said in his address to
the elders, "I ceased not to warn every one of
you night and day with tears.” And all the
Ephesians would know that salvation was not
something ready made as a garment. It was
not something they could buy with money. It
had to do with the realities of life, the fibre
of character. And we may be sure that Paul
had made it clear to the Philippians and he
re-emphasises the former teaching. The
writer to the Hebrews makes it clear that one
may fall away, and even so far that it is
impossible to renew them again to repentance
(cf. Hebrews 6: 4-8; 10: 26-31).

The officer or deacon of the church as he
serves is working out his own salvation. So is
the Sunday school teacher and the preacher.
.We are all working it out, and at business,
play, church, it is evidenced. The salvation
of the soul will not take care of itself. There is
no more reason to suppose this than that
health and life will take care of themselves
without our exertion. It is no use thinking
that somehow or other all will be well with my
soul. We must resist in the hour of tempta­
tion and fight against the allurements of the
world. Because there is a real danger of los­
ing the soul, we are to work out our salvation
with fear and trembling

TOPIC FOR FEBRUARY 14.—THE ANSWER
OF FAITH.—Psalm 11.

(Recently the Sunday School Council in
Castlemalne, Vic., undertook a special cam­
paign to forward the work of religious educa­
tion in its district. The Lord Mayor of
Melbourne (Cr. A. W. Coles) sent the follow­
ing interesting message.)

IF any message I can give to the people of
Castlemaine will help to stimulate interest

in the Sunday school movement in that pleas­
ant district, then I give that message with
pleasure and sincerity, grateful for the oppor­
tunity of assisting such an excellent cam­
paign.

There is a tendency among all of us to­
day to live from day to day in the pleasurable
enjoyment of the day. I do not know that
young people, who prefer tennis and picnics
on Sunday to attending Sunday school, can
exactly be blamed or condemned for that
preference, because they are, after all, the
product of their age, and it may be that their
elders are the more to blame. But I do think
that young folk who abandon themselves solely
to the material enjoyment of the day are to
be pitied, and for that reason I do most sin­
cerely commend to place first, things first, to
ventilate some appreciation of spiritual values
in a world that is over materialistic, and to
proffer the study of Christianity and the Bible
as a more satisfactory alternative to tennis, 0
picnics and more or less aimless outings.

I am one who honestly believes that the
troubles of the world to-day are due to the
abandonment of Christian principles by national
leaders,- and just, as firmly am I convinced
that the real cure -for our national troubles
and the solution of all international problems
lie in a spiritual revival in the best sense of

the word, a real "living again” in a humble
effort to atone for the past.

The Sunday school movement can be made
an international force to solve all these prob­
lems, because of its influence upon the charac­
ter and minds of young people in the forma­
tive years. But human nature being what it
is, especially in adolescence, I think a re­
sponsibility rests upon the leaders of the
Sunday school movement to make the schools
more attractive than some of them have been
in the past. Young Australia is a happy-go-
lucky creature, eager for action and the open
air, and if he or she is to be brought under
the influence of the Sunday school movement
the school surroundings must be made at­
tractive.

Why not, for example, try to hold some
classes in the open air. A service of praise,
prayer and instruction for children could be
made very pleasant in the summer months in
such a setting, rather than in the hot and
crowded atmosphere of a class-room.

This, then, is my message to the good folk
of Castlemaine, who are striving to do their
State a great service; tell the young people
that in the scriptures lies the key to a prob­
lem so profound that if they do not solve it
they may neither hope nor profit in their own
future, and that it is both a responsibility and
a privilege for them to join in study towards
that end. Tell the teachers of that movement
that theirs is a privilege to-day, that should
inspire them to great effort. Tell the parents
that their duty lies clear-cut before them, and
that they will surely be called to account if
their influence and example fail to point
the way in that direction.

May your work be blessed beyond all measure!

“After All, Bill —
ON a cold night a church leader of boys beat

his way up a street against a head wind.
It was late, and he was homeward bound. Just
before turning a corner he saw straight in
front of him the face of a sixteen-year-old
boy. The countenance was alive with serious
thought. Every feature seemed to quiver.
Something tremendous that leader knew was
going on beneath. It all seemed to be caused
by a conversation being carried on between
the boy and the man whose back was to the
observer. Evidently he was touching some
fundamental passion in the young life. A
thought of the great city with its allurements
came to the passer-by. He was wondering if
this lad was facing, as many do, under the
leadership of their elders, an invitation to
plunge in and "see the town.”

As he turned the corner there came to him
a stray sentence snatched up from the middle
of the larger conversation: "After all, Bill,”
the unknown man was saying, “if you want a
really big work in the world, there is nothing
like Christian service. Better think-----” That
was all. The eavesdropper passed on. ,

Without flourish or formality, on a prosaic
corner, buffeted by the wind, a man brought
the Influence of his years of consecrated leader­
ship to bear upon the imminent decision of
one of his boys. That was all. But it was
a symbol of the devoted work of many thous­
ands of Sunday school leaders in Christian
character building.

The Eyes of Youth.
THE eyes look at something. What it is we

know not. What the result of that steady
inquisitive look wall be we cannot tell. We
know only that they look out upon the world
that has been created by others for youth to
enter. '

And what will this youth do when the look­
ing is done? From the set of the face this
youth might laugh, or curse, or pray, depend­
ing upon what he sees.

If youth laughs after what it sees of us and
of our adult world, if it turns away with a
raucous disdain and a bitter sneer, then it
comes a cynic, and the end thereof is
death.

If youth curses, after what it sees, calling all
of us and our world evil and abhorrent, and
crying out against the futility of the day it
was born, then it comes a materialist, and
the end thereof is despair.

If youth prays after what it sees, prays with
a vast hope and deep consecration, prays with
an insight into an unfinished task and a deter­
mination to share in its completion, prays
with the inner trend of a devoted self, then
it becomes creative, and the end thereof is
life.

And the challenge that lingers on when the
picture is out of sight demands of us our ut­
most in helping youth to achieve a Christian
insight into the deepest significance of all
that its eyes behold.
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Here and There.
ON Tuesday afternoon the following telegram

from Bro. E. C. Hinrichsen reached us from
Sydney:—‘•Terrific heat wave raging, but en­
couraging meetings Rockdale.”

Notices of motion for Victorian Women's
Conference must he in the hands of the sec­
retary, Miss Rometch, 32 Craigmorc-st., East
Malvern, S.E.5, not later than March 8.

The holiday on Monday (Australia Day) in­
terfered with mails and probably some reports
were delayed. All church news to hand at the
time of going to press has been included in
this issue.

On Jan. 24 the Sydney Northern Suburbs Dis­
trict Conference held a well-attended united ser­
vice at Naremburn. Bro. F. A. Youens, vice-
president, took the chair, and the special address
was given by Bro. C. B. Nance-Kivell on the
theme, “After Conversion, What2"

Our agent at Cottonville, S.A., in increasing
subscription list to 10 copies, is. pleased to re­
port greater interest in the paper, and expects
greater sales in the future. Church attendance
and interest have also increased. Bro. H. P.
Manning is doing much visitation work.

Members of our Victorian preachers’ associa­
tion are due to attend their annual camp con­
ference, which this year is to be held at
Y.M.C.A. hostel, Seaford, from Feb. 5 to 9. Bren.
H. A. G. Clark, M.A., A. A. Hughes and R. T.
Pittman, B.A., Dip. Ed., will introduce special
subjects for discussion. 0

We are requested to announce that, in view
of the decision of the National Executive Io
postpone the National C.E. Convention for
twelve months, the State Union of South Aus­
tralia is planning a special venture with re­
gard to the State Convention. This will be
held in June, extending over the King’s Birth­
day holiday.

The Victorian conference secretary writes
that applications of churches for admission to
conference should be in his hands not latcr
than Feb. 8. According to the constitution of
the Victorian conference, notice of business for
presentation to the coming Easter conference
should be in the hands of the conference sec­
retary not later than Feb. 15.

At Mile End, S.A., on Jan. 21, Bro. A. E.
Forbes commenced his ministry. The day
was a marked success. The building was
well filled and a spiritual time was en­
joyed. Visitors included Bren. Schwab,
Morris (Vic.) and Durdin. Excellent messages
were given by Bro. Forbes. On Jan. 24 a wel­
come social was tendered to Bro. and Sister
Forbes. It proved a very helpful time.

Writing in “The Australian Baptist,” of the
home-call of Dr. F. J. Wilkin, whom he describes
as the “G.O.M. of Victorian Baptists,” Mr. G.
P. Rees states that “on the last occasion on
which he was visited by the writer—a few days
before the home call came—he said that his faith
was found expressed in the last words of his
book, ‘The Sovereign Book of the World’: ‘I’m
a poor sinner, and nothing at all, but Jesus
Christ is my all in all.’ ”

Mr. Basil Mathews, addressing a meeting of
young people recently, asserted that the
moment was a supreme opportunity for mis­
sionary enterprise and the pressing upon the
world of Christian ideas. It was significant,
he said, that the London Missionary Society
had been founded in the period of the
Napoleonic wars; to slacken now would allow
the determination of the future of the world to
fall into wrong hands. The Christian church
should go forward as never before, and young
folk interested in missions should “take their
coats off.”

Writing on Dec. 4 from Atlanta, Indiana,
U.S.A., Bro. A. N. Hinrichsen says: “Recently
at our home-coming services, a retired minister,
Mr. Goodykuntz, 89 years, publicly testified
that A. B. Maston had led him into the ministry.
Forty-five years ago he (Mr. Goodykuntz) had
conducted a protracted meeting at E. Union,
when there were over 100 decisions. I started
a week’s meeting yesterday. A young lady
of 20 years decided last Sunday week.”

“The Christian Evangelist” (U.S.A.) of Dec. 21
contained the following paragraph:—“Mrs. J.
H. Garrison, one of the founders and later
president of the National Benevolent Associa­
tion, died in Los Angeles, Dec. 15, following a
heart attack. She was 93 years old last July 10
and had been in excellent health prior to the
heart seizure. The funeral was conducted on
Monday, Dec. 18. She Was the wife of the
late J. H. Garrison, editor of ‘The Christian-
Evangelist’ for more than 40 years.”

Many readers will be interested in the very
remarkable report of the offer of eighty British
ifainisters to become prisoners in Germany in
order to minister to the needs of captured
members of the British forces. The Anglican
Bishop of Fulham, the organiser of the sebeme,
said that arrangements arc under discussion
with Berlin through the International Red
Cross. Only six clergymen would be needed.
Three of the volunteers were prisoners of war
in the last war. The volunteers will undergo
the same rigors as the other prisoners—do the
same work, wear the same clothes, and eat the
same food. Bishop Batty ip reported to have

'■ reached Geneva to make negotiations.
_ Bro. A. V. Stimson, secretary of the church at
Canlcy Vale, N.S.W., writes: “This church
is only eight miles by rail from the 2nd A.I.F.
camp at Ingleburn, and we arc anxious to serve
the. brethren in other centres by assisting any
of -their members or friends who may be in
camp at Ingleburn or other places adjoining.
Tlic homes of our members will be open to
them, and social evenings will be arranged.
Our senior Endeavor and K.S.P. club meet each
week, and we are having schoolroom and vestries
renovated to make comfortable social and club
rooms. If preachers, relatives or friends of the
men will send us their names, regimental par­
ticulars, etc., we will immediately get in touch
with them.”

Last Lord’s day was observed in many
churches as “Aboriginal Day,”, and eloquent pleas
were made for better treatment of the people
whom we have dispossessed. Amongst the speak­
ers was Mr. Doug. Nicholls, who appealed for
sympathy and understanding of the problem
which civilisation had raised for his people.
Better education for the young was one of the
greatest needs. Mr. F. A. Hagenauer, Presby­
terian minister at East Melbourne, said that
we had nothing to be proud of in our treat­
ment of the aborigine. It was little consola­
tion for us to recognise that the plight of the
aborigines was due more to our thoughtlessness
than to our heartlessness. The aborigine, with
his primitive culture,- the preacher said, had
never been understood by the white man, who
had tried to force upon him twentieth century
civilisation, to which he had been unable to
adapt himselL The application of Christian
principles of fellowship and sympathy alone
would solve the problem of Australia’s first
pioneers.

Reviewing in “World Call” Dr. William Lyon
Phelps’ recently issued “Autobiography with
Letters," C. E. Lemmon writes that he would
put it first in enjoyable books and adds: “Dr.
Phelps has taught English for more than forty
years at Yale, has been university orator, and
has met almost every’ literary celebrity of note 

who was worth meeting. He has been one of
the most prolific book reviewers of our genera­
tion. It was said that his favorable opinion of
a book expressed in his ‘As I Like it’ page of
Scribners would mean a sale of 40,000 copies of
a novel. It is nd wonder that publishers were
anxious for his favorable verdict. For many
summers he would preach to hundreds of people
in 'Huron City, Michigan, near his summer home.
People would drive hundreds of miles to attend
the services. Dr. Phelps was probably the
most popular college professor of his genera­
tion, for a yearly average of more than 40U
students elected his courses. His autobiography
is nearly- a thousand pages long, and every page
is interesting.”’

In an article on “The Spiritual Significance
of Soviet Intervention in the Present War,”
F. J. Miles, D.S.O., writes:' “The Bible has been
banned from the U.S.S.R. since May, 1929, and
any form of religious propaganda is prohibited.
Most places of worship have been closed. The
religious teaching of youth is illegal. No teacher
in school, college, or university is permitted
to enter a place of worship. Everything that
can be done to eradicate religion has been, and
is being, done. Public evangelism is a sheer im­
possibility. Obviously, it is only a question as
to how long it will be before these anti-God
measures are applied to the peoples of the
border States. While other organisations are
seeking to meet the peed of these peoples in
some small measure as compared to the vast­
ness and intensity of the need, the Russian
Missionary Society is conducting the oldest,
and in some lands, the largest Evangelical
ministry among these folk. In Poland alone
its orphanage shelters forty daughters of de­
ceased Russian refugees. In Eastern Poland
it maintains fifty-two fully paid workers, and
its 520 preaching stations are served by over
200 more whole-time workers for Christ.”

A Religion of Power-
Mr. J. R. Firth, Chairman of the Congrega­

tional Union of N.S. Wales, closed his recent
presidential address with the following appeal:
“Let us make Christianity a religion of power,
a religion that will help us in the face of in­
surmountable difficulties, that will enable us to
stand for causes that seem hopeless to-day-, but
will be triumphant to-morrow; particularly I
appeal to our young people to make sacrifices'
for their religion, and mine—to work for it,
suffer for it, if need be, die for it, for only
thus will peace be restored; only thus will in­
justice be outlawed; only thus will poverty
be abolished; only thus will Christ’s kingdom
come.

“Thy kingdom come—on bended knee
The passing ages pray,

And faithful souls have longed to sec
On earth that kingdom’s day.

“And lo, already on the hills
The flags of dawn appear.

Gird up your loins, ye prophet souls,
Proclaim the day is near.

The day in whose clear shining light
, "Il WronE sbaH stand revealed.
’ , n, JUS^CC shall be throned in might,
And every hurt be healed.

“When knowledge, band in hand with peace,
Shall walk the earth abroad.

The day of perfect righteousness,
the promised day of God.” 

bvTmnnv\a ^tter way of 8eltinB wisdom than
hro^h ?00kS*“;nameIy’ by nlline °ur hearts,

Will gTh»n Wilh God’ with his °wn
or rm W ' ?batber we have worldly “learning"
lead them fS’nl br ?blc lo instrua‘ many and
-Alexander Mnehren "hIch hnS Sh°nC °" US‘



-January 31, 1940. THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN. 73

News of the Churches.
QUEENSLAND.

Brisbane (Ann-st.).—There was a very large
morning attendance on Jan. 21. Evening was
conducted by Bro. Allen Brooke. On Jan. 28
the heat wave affected the attendance, hut yet
many met around the Lord’s table. Al night
Bro. Allen Brooke delivered a stirring message
on “Playing the Fool.” The choir rendered an
anthem and Miss Olive Waterfield sang a solo.

Bundaberg.—On morning of Jan. 14 Sisters
Mrs. Sprake, Miss Violet Sprake and Bro. Les.
Sprake, who recently came from Charters
Towers, and Bro. Cyril Rayner, were received
into fellowship. On morning of Jan. 21 Bro.
Vcrco addressed the church on “The Christian
Religion, a Religion of Song.” Members of
Orange Lodge were in attendance at night, when
Bro. Verco spoke on “The Open Book.”

Mt. Walken.—A concert and Christmas tree
for Sunday school scholars was enjoyed. A
varied programme was presented and gifts and
sweets were provided. Bro. W. Sellars (Father
Christmas) addressed the children on “Why We
Keep Christmas.” Tea was served in the picnic
shed. On Jan. 7 Bro. Alf. Hinrichsen, late of
New Zealand, exhorted at worship service. Bro.
Larsen exhorted on Jan. 14. Meetings are well
attended. Church members have had the privi­
lege of attending special evangelistic meetings
conducted at Roscvalc recently by Bro. E. C.
Hinrichsen.

Kingaroy.—Attendances at morning services
have increased of late. Morning service on
Jan. 21 was broadcast, when Bro. Clark spoke
on “Remember Jesus Christ.” Bible school and
C.E. society have resumed after recess. At
annual business meeting of the church on
Jan. 10 all auxiliaries presented progressive re­
ports. The following were appointed deacons
for ensuing year: C. F. Adermann, J. McNicol,
D. McNicol, D. Birch, C. F. Miller, J. Steele and
A. Lobegeiger. Bro. A. Lobegeiger was re­
appointed church secretary. Bro. and Sister
Kingston, also Bro. and Sister Baartz, jun.,
have returned to the district, after absence
for some months.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
Collie-Ewington.—Many members are handi­

capped through sickness. Bro. J. H. Hicks,
after many years of faithful service, did not
seek election at the annual business meeting.
Bro. Les. Gillespie has been nominated as a
deacon, and with the other officers elected.
The church is responding to a system of daily
Bible reading.

Maylands.—Meetings are getting back to nor­
mal after holidays. On Jan. 14 Bro. Miles,
from Cottesloe, gave the church a fine address.
On morning of Jan. 21 Bro. Hilford was speaker.
Sister Mrs. Digwood’s 26 camp girls were pres­
ent, and a great service was held. At gospel
service 99 were present, including the girls
of the camp. Bro. Hilford, the evangelist,
conducted the service. We regret to report
the passing of Sister Mrs.,Youens at the age
of 80 years.

Fremantle.—Bro. S. Thomson has arrived
safely from England, looking much better in
health than had been anticipated. Recently
four persons have confessed Christ—a young
sailor from Adelaide, two from the Bible school
and a lady. Bro. Schurmann has commenced
duty in co-operation with Bro. Hughes in Fre­
mantle district, and was given a public wel­
come at Palmyra on Jan. 17. We record with
very deep regret the fact, that Sister Mrs.
Whelan, wife of Bro. F. P. Whelan, died early
in January, from the effects of an attack
of pneumonia, at Fremantle Hospital, after an 

illness of several weeks. She was buried in
Fremantle Cemetery. The church extends its
sincere sympathy to the sorrowing relatives.
Sister Mrs. Leyshon (74), of Salvation Army
Home, has met with a bad accident and is in
Fremantle Hospital.

VICTORIA.
Fitzroy (Gorc-st.).—There were good meetings

on Jan. 28. Bro. Robinson’s evening address
on “The Man God Called a Fool” was very im­
pressive. Miss M. Wright rendered a solo.

Hampton.—There was a very good morning
service on Jan. 28. Bro. Stephenson was
speaker. He also preached at night. On
Jan. 29 the Bible school picnic was held at
Lystcrfield.

Gardiner.—On Jan. 14, in the absence of Bro.
Hagger on holiday, the church was grateful for
the services rendered by Bren. Main and P. Pitt­
man. On 21st and 28th good attendances wel­
comed Bro. Hagger on his return.

Ormond.—On Jan. 28 Bro. C. L. Lang gave a
very helpful message at worship service. Bible
school is picking up after holidays. At gos­
pel service Bro. Lang gave a stirring message on
"He came to himself.” The choir sang an
anthem. There was a number of visitors.

Ararat.—During the absence of Bro. Fisher on
holidays, services were conducted by Messrs.
A. H. Hurnall and E. J. Basham. Bro. Argent
took charge of prayer meetings. Bro. Fisher
preached at both services on Jan. 28. Many
are still on holidays, and much sickness prevails.

North Williamstown.—There were good meet­
ings on Jan. 28. Over 80 broke bread. At
night service Dr. G. H. Oldfield gave a most
inspiring talk on “Medical Missions jn India.”
Endeavorers at their meeting presented a
teacher’s Bible to Miss Nancy Tulloch, their sec­
retary, and junior superintendent, as a 21st
birthday gift.

East Kew.—On morning of Jan. 28 Bro.
Turner’s message on “The Church the World
Needs” was very helpful. His evening address
was on “Behold the Man.” Miss Elsie Brown­
rigg and Master Geo. Wimpncy have helped the
loyalty campaign as soloists during past fort­
night. Bible school teachers held annual pic­
nic at Yarra Junction on Foundation Day.

Caulfield (Bambra-rd.).—Meetings are becom­
ing normal after holidays, and all auxiliaries
have resumed work. 149 broke bread on Jan. 28.
At gospel service Bro. Clipstonc spoke on "The
Judgment Day”; a young man reconsecrated his
life, and a young woman confessed dbrist. Miss
Elsiq Shannon gave the I.C.E. an inspiring ac­
count of her experiences at Kyneton Christmas
camp.

Carlton (Lygon-st.).—On Jan. 28 Sisters Arm­
strong and Furnell, of Paddington, N.S.W., were
among visitors. Inspiring addresses were
given by Bro. K. Jones at 11, Bro. A. A. Hughes
at 3, and Bro. J. Methven at 7. Mrs. J.
Methven and Miss M. Osbourne rendered solos.
The church expresses sympathy to relatives
of Bro. Theo. Crighton, who passed away on
Sunday morning.

Prahran.—On Jan. 21 Bro. Hunting exhorted.
On Jan. 24 a dinner was enjoyed by all who
take part in the services, and a discussion fol­
lowed. Jan. 28 was celebrated as Aborigines’
Day, and Bro. Hunting spoke in a most arrest­
ing manner on “Our Duty to Our Aborigines.”
Sister June Davis was welcomed into fellowship
by letter from Norlhcotc. Bro. Hunting was
very impressive in his gospel message. An
offering was received for Aborigines’ Uplift
Society.

Montrose.—Many brethren have been on holi­
day; but members from other churches have
been holidaying in the district and have helped
the meetings. Sister Jessie Bell, from Sydney,
and Sister Hammond, of Box Hill, kindly offici­
ated at organ during the organist’s absence.
Bro. Gibson is giving us some very fine ad­
dresses. On Sunday last Bro. Thickens, of
Brighton, spoke most acceptably.

Brunswick.—“Casting Down and Bringing into
Captivity every Thought” was the subject of
morning address on Jan. 21, and “His Name
shall be Called Wonderful” was the title of
Bro. Patching’s address on 28th. A farewell
evening was held on Jan. 17 in honor of Mr.
and Mrs. A. G. Austin and Bro. A. G. Austin
who have moved to Murtoa. Sympathy is ex­
tended to Bro. Gibbs and family in their be­
reavement.

Hartwell.—Bro. Jas. E. Webb has returned
from annual leave. In his absence, the church
appreciated the addresses of Bren. McCullough,
Jones and Sparks. Bro. Webb gave a very
fine morning message on Jan. 28. 117 broke
bread, and Bro. and Sister Holmes, from
Malvern-Caulfield, and Sister MacGregor, of
North Melbourne, were welcomed into fellow­
ship. Bro. Webb preached at night on “What
do you Think of Christ?” All meetings are
well attended.

Northcotc.—On Jan. 21 Mr. Smith, from Fair-
field, was speaker at morning service and Mr.
Atkin at night. On Jan. 25 there was a com­
bined youth meeting. Mr. K. A. Jones repre­
sented Young People’s Department and Mr.
F. Hunting brought a very helpful message;
there were 60 present. An offering was taken
and proceeds given to Young People’s Depart­
ment. On Jan. 28 Mr. Atkin addressed morning
meeting and Mr. Doug. Nichols addressed a
crowded meeting at evening service. On Jan. 29
a number of church members attended the
church outing at Lockwood.

Stawell.—Bro. and Sister Thurrowgood and
family enjoyed a week’s holiday at Hall’s Gap.
Attendances at most meetings are fair. At
annual business meeting and election of officers
for the church the following were elected: Sec­
retary, Bro. Jackson; treasurer, Sister Mrs.
Cunningham; organist, Sister Mrs. Wilson;
deacons, Bren. Collett, King. Cunningham and
Shuttleworth; deaconesses. Sisters Mrs. Chap­
man, Shuttleworth and King. S.S. superinten­
dent, Sister Miss Jones. Bro. Oram, from S.A.,
had fellowship with the church on Jan. 28.
Bro. Thurrowgood delivered excellent addresses.

Ringwood.—Members and friends gathered on
Jan. 20 to bid farewell to Bro. and Sister Symes
and family, 'who have left the district. Bro.
Symes was actively associated with the various
church activities, and was church treasurer for
almost six years. Sister Symes and family
also showed interest in church and Bible
school work. Bro. Brooke, on behalf of the
church members, made a presentation. Bren.
Brooke and Thomas continue to bring appreci­
ated messages. Endeavor and prayer meetings
are proving a rich blessing. Bible school
picnic at Seaford on Jan. 29 was enjoyed by a
large gathering.

Cheltenham.—Meetings during past few weeks
have been splendid. Visitors from sis'ter
churches were present during Christmas season.
Appreciated messages were given at morning
services by Bren. C. Brough and W. White.
On evening of Jan. 14 Bro. Allan commenced a
series of talks on “Old Paths.” Mrs. Cam
Daff was received into fellowship from Yarra-
wonga. Bible school has re-opened after vaca­
tion with good attendance, also the J.C.E., under
leadership of Bro. S. Deane. Bro. G. Organ
is still in failing health, and Mrs. S. Buticr is
now home from hospital. Miss Ockenden has
gone into residence at Christian Guest Home.

(Continued on page 76.)
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Foreign Missions.
Conducted by

A. Anderson, 261 Magill Rd., Tranmcre, S.A.

SUFFERING IN INDIA.
/CONDITIONS here arc fairly dreadful for the
V poor people. Grain is as high if not
higher in price than at any time in Mrs.
Escott's long experience in India. We are
only getting six seers for one rupee. At least
we have grain in stock for about one and a
half to two months, so we have not had to
pay this, but our workers are feeling the pinch,
and the village people who are poor at the
best of times are finding it hard to live. There
seem to be several reasons for the prices being
so high.

1. War and profiteering, although the govern­
ment are hard on the tracks of profiteers.

2. The government has been buying steadily
and heavily until no stores arc left in the
villages.

3. The failure of the rains.
It makes one positively grieve, for although

we had such wonderful rains at sowing time
we have not had any since, and instead of
heavy dews to keep things going, we have had
sharp cold in the morning which kills rather
than gives moisture. January and February
are reaping months; instead the dried-up crops
arc being sold already (December) for fodder.
Our own field is the same. We did not have
very much this year, but what little we did
have has gone for nought—all dried up.

The farmers completely lost their first crop
for the same reason—no moisture after a good
start to keep things going, and now this. It
will be famine conditions here in a few weeks.
Famine prices are prevailing now. Last week
government officials told sales people not to
charge such enormous rates, so they just closed
up and didn’t sell.

People are becoming desperate, for there is
no work. Nothing at all in the fields for
casual labor. Petty thieving is the order of
the day. Our Christians lost 28 fowls one
night last week. Two boxes in which were 12
and 16 fowls respectively were lifted and taken
away without a sound. This is a big loss to
these families. We hear of the same thing
in all directions; anything to eat is apt to be
taken. Some of our poor Christians have been
coming and coming, asking for bread for their
families. If this is how things are at the har­
vest time in a rural district, what will be the
end? It will be fourteen months until next
harvest, and people will not have grain to
sow. We pray that funds will not lessen from
Australia, for we will need to help these des­
perately poor people.—Edna Vawser.

ones who just came to see. So much joy
is in anticapation of what will be on Christmas
morning."

CONFERENCE REPORT, INDIA..

THE annual conference was held at Baramati
on Nov. G, 7 and 8, 1939. Twenty-seven

delegates were present from Dhond, Shrigonda,
Diksal and Baramati.

The topic taken during the meetings was

Mr. W. L. Heo, Hueili, China.
Mr. Heo succeeds Mr. Cheng, who has given
five years’ successful service in the interior
station at Hueili. Mr. Heo has had twelve
years experience in Yunnan, under the C.H.M.S.,
so is well qualified to undertake the new re­
sponsibility given him. This year we enter the
sixth year of co-operation with the C.H.M.S.,
and during the past five years the society have
proven that they arc well 'deserving of our
loyalty and support. Gifts can be earmarked

for this special work.

“How to Have a Religious Revival.” The fol­
lowing facts were made clear from the annual
reports of the four churches.

Dhond: Baptisms, nil; communicants (aver­
age attendance, 40; congregation, 52. Baramati:
Baptisms, 15; communicants (average attend­
ance), 100; congregation, 415. Shrigonda: Bap­
tisms, 14; communicants (average attendance),
43; congregation, 120. Diksal: Baptisms, 3;
communicants (average attendance), 18; con­
gregation, 52.

It seemed that all the churches were blessed
abundantly in the last year.

Three leaders discussed the above-mentioned
subject very effectively. Bro. Escott spoke on
“The People Moved God.” He gave a short
history of the apostolic church, and spoke on
how the members met together to pray and
to break bread. When they prayed with one
accord there came the Holy Ghost upon all
of them, with different powers of speaking in
various tongues, etc. He concluded by saying
that when united prayer is done with one ac­
cord there certainly will be a reply.

Bro. Gaikwad’s theme was “God Moving the
Church." The first disciples were praying, and
the place where they prayed was moved. Finally
Mr. Gaikwad quoted 'several Bible verses to
prove that the entire unity in prayer is ur­
gently required. We must have union with
God the Father through the Son, and our pray­
ers must be made in strong faith.

Bro. Bolduan gave a wonderful and interest­
ing account of the church, and proved that the
church has moved the world from the begin­
ning. A short history of the western Christian
church was given to show that at different times
the church was able to move the world. He
concluded by saying that it is not by any
worldly powers that the world is moved, but
when we sacrifice our lives for the sake of the
Lord and live only for him, then the church
will be able to move the whole world.

Finally Mr. Sathe, the conference president,
said in his address that we must receive the
power of the Holy Ghost as the disciples of
Christ.

In this annual conference meeting it was de­
cided that the conference discontinue their
support of the school work at Shirsuphal, and
that they employ a preacher to carry on the
preaching work in another place.—S. P. Hiwale,
conference secretary.

CONVENTION AT BARAMATI.

FOLLOWING the conference with our Indian
workers came the mela or convention. The

conference meetings were well attended, and
many helpful sessions were held. Soul-winning
was the theme that ran through the. whole of
the meetings, which lasted eight days. It tells
much for the power of one of the visiting
Indian preachers, Mr. Satralker, when >wc say
that this man held the attention of his audi­
ence, an average of 300, from one to three hours
daily. Including our own Christians at Bara­
mati, it is estimated that 500 were present to
enjoy these meetings and the fellowship. The
three bungalows entertained five or more visit­
ing missionaries during the mela period. The
practical messages given by Mr. Satralker from
the book of Romans were an inspiration to all
who heard, and all present went away feeling
that they were “unprofitable servants” and
determined to go forward with more zeal and
more loyalty in God's service.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS, INDIA.

LETTERS of appreciation have been received
from our Indian missionaries concerning

the goods in the boxes. Special mention has
been made of the gift of money sent to each

•missionary. This gift has been extremely
welcome, as costs have risen considerably and
personal gifts were fewer in the boxes this
year. Mrs. Colin Thomas tells of having to
do Christmas shopping for 450 children in
Baramati, 280 in the school and orphanage, and
170 little ones attending the classes in the
village of Baramati. She writes: “Now that
the orphanage boys have located the Christmas
gifts in the bungalow here, we have had con­
stant stealthy visits to that side of the house,
and cautious peerings through the wire in the
sleep-out where the good things arc stored
until Christmas morning. Whisperings have
been going on among the boys, and every hour
or two finds a fresh batch of four or five little

QUICKSILVER
Cash-in-hand slips through the fingers. The safest plan
is to bank all you can, making withdrawals only as
the necessity arises. A balance in the bank smoothes

out many difficulties!
MAKE GOOD USE OF THE FACILITIES OFFERED BY THE

STATE SAVINGS BANK OF VICTORIA
Head Office: J. THORN™* JONES,
Elizabeth SL, Melbourne. General Manager.
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Hocus Pocus.
WE have it on good authority that one of

the preachers in a southern city stated
in the ministers’ meeting that he was being
asked to sprinkle babies and he proposed to
do it. He gave as his reason that the parents
wanted the church to claim the children and
they brought their babies “to have us do some
hocus pocus over them”; that it “satisfied the
feelings of the parents and did no harm."

0
One can retain some respect for the type of

mind that sincerely believes that the infant
is eternally damned unless the institution
known as infant baptism is performed upon it;
but how can one entertain anything but con­
tempt for the man who calls himself a Chris­
tian minister, knows that there is no virtue in
that institution and proposes to perform it as
a bit of hocus pocus to satisfy the feelings of
persons he considers to be ignorant. That is
unquestionably the grossest manifestation of a
hireling priesthood. It is altogether out of
keeping with the work of Christ in liberating
the human mind from mere ceremonialism and
superstition and misconceptions of the God they
profess to worship. Probably this same
preacher makes much of the Lord’s supper and
the cross of Christ; but he has failed entirely
to sec the fact that to no slight degree Jesus’
sacrifice was due to his insistence that men
should break with the sort of priesthood that
separated religion and life and that met the
need for worship with more hocus pocus. Pagan
religion is strongly marked with the vain repeti­
tions, genuflections, meaningless words that are
themselves assumed to have some mysterious
power. The prayer-wheel, the incantations and
a thousand-and-one devices by which men have
burdened the backs of their fellows are very
satisfying to the priesthood, because they feed
its vanity, make it the more necessary and at
the same time save it from the hard labor of
actually giving the worshipper a true spiritual
education. Any preacher who performs any
of his duties as a mere bit of hocus pocus to
soothe the feelings of a Christian has lost the
heart of Christianity, missed its noble ethics
and lapsed into the most palsied laziness.

0
It is to be greatly feared, however, that the

attitude of this young southern minister is
but a symptom of a condition rapidly develop­
ing among us. We arc far more concerned to
have adherents, members of congregations, con­
tributors to the budget, names on the roll, than
we arc to create reborn men and women, mem­
bers of Jesus Christ, sincere and intelligent
and devout converts from the world and citizens
of the kingdom. We take particular pleasure
in getting into our church membership “lead­
ing citizens" of our communities regardless of
whether they have left the world behind or of
whether they possess any true conception of our
fundamental position. If they will contribute
even half generously, wc will forgive them a
deal of worldliness and allow them the "honor”
of eldership, trusteeship or any other dignity
wc can confer.

In short, we are proselyters rather than
evangelists.

This is the fundamental evil in the practice
of open membership. A bishop in one of the
large Protestant communions was asked by one
of our own leaders to express his opinion upon
the practice of open membprship among us.
He replied that in his opinion it was nothing
but “high-toned proselyting.” That is as genu­
ine an indictment as anyone can frame. Those
few who come into the churches upon the basis
of open membership come not because they
have accepted our tenets of absolute surrender
to Jesus Christ, but because they like the
preacher or congregation and the latter arc 

eager to have them as members. If it were a
matter of their going to a denomination that
expresses their own beliefs, they could be ade­
quately supplied elsewhere. It is eagerness
to have the names on the rolls, regardless of
disagreement with our fundamental faith, that
creates this agitation for open membership in
most cases. "If it were really unity that motiv­
ated the agitation, the logical course would be
for us all to go into the Congregational, North­
ern Baptist or Methodist communions.

0
Now, that sort of attitude with reference to

church membership glorifies hocus pocus. It
docs away with the Christian conception of
the converted individual as becoming a member
of Jesus himself, added by the Christ rather
than by the church clerk. It makes of baptism
a piece of hocus pocus whose merit is altogether
in the satisfaction it may have given to the
individual. The idea of absolute surrender to
Jesus and his will typified in doing that which
he commanded even to the point of discomfort
that so well' epitomises the death to self and
resurrection to life in Jesus—that idea is lost.
Whatever is done is performed more in the
spirit of works of supererogation than in the
spirit of penitence and profound need of the
divine.

It is not strange, therefore, that the message
of the sort of preacher and congregation that
give themselves to this practice is not so much
one of salvation from sin, as it is one of Jesus
as an example of social service and of martyr­
dom in behalf of the b^therhood of man—a
brotherhood that exists regardless of Jesus and
his work of redemption.

With such a conception all the sacred forms
of our religion—the baptism and the Lord’s
table and prayer and even Bible reading—be­
come matters of hocus pocus. There is noth­
ing to be wondered at in the fact that co­
ordinate with all the drift to this so-called
“liberalism” has appeared a decided tendenej-
to adopt ritual, and architectural devices and
elaborate pageantry that have always been more
notable for their a:sthctic qualities and dignity
than for the warmth and sincerity of the par­
ticipants. These things belong with the con­
cept of a special priesthood and a cold and
formal religion rather than with the concept
of the priesthood of all believers and the spon­
taneous and sincere worship.

Let ys have dignity and nobility in worship.
But let it be genuine. Above all, let us rid our
minds of every taint of hocus pocus. Let us
aim to have members of Christ, members he
adds to his church, members who have been
baptised into his death and resurrection, and
who can give a reason for the hope that is in
them.—“Christian Standard” (U.S.A.).

WATERS & ENNISS
(C. J. Waters, J.P.; R. Enniss, J.P.; L. S. Millis),

271 Collins Street, Melbourne.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS.
Property t^lCanagers and Salesmen — Home Builders

□
See us about all Property matters.

We make necessary financial arrangements.

We Specialise in Erecting Modern Brick Homes

DO NOT BE SATISFIED with a poorly-bound
Bible or with one that is difficult to read. State
the kind you would like, and the price you can
afford, and we will post a Bible on approval. We
have satisfied many in this way.—Austral Co.,
528, 530 Elizabeth-st., Mclb., C.l.

PREACHERS' PROVIDENT FUND.
With which is incorporated the Aged and Infirm

Evangelists’ Trust.
Established by the Federal Conference of the

Churches of Christ in Australia.
Members of Committee: T. E. Rofc (Chair­

man), H. E. Bell, J. Crawford, C. J. Morris, F. S.
Steer, Dr. C. A. Verco, W. H. Hall (Hon. Sec­
retary and Treasurer).

Representative in Victoria: W. Gale, T. & G.
Building, 145 Collins St., Melbourne, C.L

Representative in South Australia: General
S. Price Weir, 2nd Avenue, East Adelaide.

Representative in Western Australia: D. M.
Wilson, 1 Nanson-st., Wembley.

The Objects of the Fund are:
1st. To assist financially Aged and Infirm and

Retired Preachers.
2nd. To control and manage an Endowment

Fund to which Preachers may contribute.
In order to do this effectively the Committee

needs the practical sympathy and support of all
the churches and brethren throughout the Com­
monwealth.

Please forward contributions to W. H. Hall,
113 Pitt-st, Sydney, N.S.W., making money
orders and postal notes payable at G.P.O.,
Sydney. Contributions may also be sent to
W. Gale, S. Price Weir and D. M. Wilson.

NERVES, CATARRH, ULCERS.
GALLSTONES, ETC.

TAKE BOTANIC REA1ED1ES.
Many Testimonials.

Consult H. WATSON
(of India).

Room 416, London Stores, City.
MX 4963.

J. FEWSON & SON
J. Ferguson . E. J. Collings

jFiinrral Sirerlnrs
712 HIGH ST., THORNBURY

Phone JW 3037
176 High St., Northcote, JW 3333.
47 Vere St., Collingwood. J 1448.

Orders promptly attended lo. Up-to-date Motor Sei vice

DON’T PAY A HIGH PRICE.
We have large stocks of

Good New and Slightly Used v’
Machines at Low Prices. Call kSPSES
or Write To-day G2

WARD BROS..
Established 50 years.

32-38 Errol Street, N. Melbourne. F 3985.

fire You in Trouble?
Radiator Leaking

or Boiling? Car hard to
Start? We are Radiator
■nd Electrical Experts.
Drive right in for free

examination.
RADIATOR HOUSE,

305 LATROBE ST., MELB.
CENT. 5750

Foreign Wanted:
MISSIONS. Gifts Small and Large.

Contributions from Victoria
should be sent to

D. E. Pittman. Treas.. 530 Elizabeth-st.,
Melbourne.
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News of the Churches.
(Continued from page 73.)

Ascot Vale.—On Jan. 8 Bro. C. M. Thomas, the
preacher, was called into service as chaplain
to the A.A.S.C. nt Seymour camp for three
months. On Jan. 14 Bro. Cbappel, of Yarra-
wonga, spoke at morning and evening services.
On Jan. 21 Bro. Chipperfield spoke in the
morning, and Bro. Murray gave a very im­
pressive gospel message. Bro. and Sister
Coventry were present all day on Jan. 28. Bro.
Coventry’ is taking up the work until Bro.
Thomas returns. Bro. Geo. White is very
ill. Mrs. George is still on sick list. On
Jan. 28 the Lord’s table was spread in the
home of Bro. and Sister T. Crawford.

Geelong.—A kitchen tea was tendered to Sister
Verna Stewart and Bro. Roy Cordy, of West
Footscray, on the eve of their marriage, or­
ganised by senior C.E. and arranged by Sister
I. Simper, on Jan. 20. A presentation of a
flower-bowl was also made by Bro. L. Drew,
on behalf of Bible class; also a tea-set by
members of church. Services on Jan. 21 were
well attended. Inspiring addresses were de­
livered by Bro. D. Stewart. Men’s quar­
tette assisted. On Jan. 27 Sister Verna
Stewart and Bro. Roy Cordy were united
in marriage. Bro. D. Stewart officiated. Splen­
did meetings were held on Jan. 28. In the
morning Bro. R. Lyall, of Melbourne, presided.
Several visitors wero welcomed. All auxiliaries
with exception of ladies’ aid society have re­
sumed after holiday vacation.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
Gawler.—On Jan. 21 Bro. Fitch was speaker.

Sister Dawe was baptised at beginning of morn­
ing meeting. The preacher’s message was en­
titled, “And so the Walk Began." Gospel
message was “Truth About the Sabbath.” A
girl confessed Christ.

Fullarton.—On Jan. 14 Bro. Lawry, of Cam­
berwell, Vic., presided at the Lord’s table. J.C.E.
and intermediate societies have again com­
menced work in good heart. Sympathy goes
out to Bro. Jack Holten, Bible school secretary,
who recently lost his father. Bro. Jack Bridge,
of Lake-st., Perth, W.A, had fellowship on
Jan. 21. Bro. Rankine’s messages never fail
to interest.

Prospect.—Attendances at all meetings are re­
turning to normal following holiday season. All
auxiliaries are in active service again. Cradle
roll and kindergarten combined and an enrol­
ment service was held on Jan. 28. During ab­
sence of Bro. and Sister Baker on holidays, the
pulpit was supplied by Bro. Harold Bradshaw
and Bro. Taylor as speakers, whose messages
were greatly appreciated. The combined clubs
(Phi Betas and Kappas) held their annual picnic
at Christie’s Beach.

Unley.—Half-yearly meeting, Jan. 24, had
good attendance; Bro. F. A. Messent presided.
Reports of church, Bible school and C.E. ac­
tivities showed well maintained interest, and
made grateful reference to Bro. H. R. Taylor’s
devoted work. Seven Bible school young peo­
ple joined church during period. Finances
were satisfactory. Bro. W. L’ren was elected
to vacancy in diaconate. Bren. T. E. Yelland,
W. B. Wharton, W. A. W. Grave and W. H.
Johnstone were re-elected. At a social gather­
ing the new preacher, Bro. Nankivell, and Mrs.
Nankivell were heartily welcomed, and follow­
ing appreciative responses, had much pleasant
intercourse with church members. Bro. Nan­
kivell is making good recovery from his acci­
dent. He addressed large congregations on
Jan. 28, at resumed consecration meeting of
Y.P. society at manse. Fite new members were
received into active membership, and Bro.
Nankivell gave a splendid talk on “The Meaning
of the Cross.”

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

NEW SOUTH WALES.
Erskineville.—Repairs have been done by

voluntary workers for the past three months.
Assistance of brethren from sister churches is
solicited. Recently at Sunday services Miss
H. Tewksbury (Hornsby) and Bro. J. Barclay
(Sutherland) contributed solos. Bro. P. J.
Pond, B.A., has continued week-night services
through holiday period with average success.

Grafton.—The church trustees have completed
an arrangement between the church and Chapel
Extension Fund Ltd., which will remove any
fear of foreclosure of previous mortgage with
consequent loss of building. Death has brought
an end to the patient suffering of Sister F.
Frazier, who passed to her reward on Jan. 25.
The church sympathises with her loved ones.
The wedding of Bro. H. Williams and Sister B.
Perring took place recently.

Broken Hill.—Helpful messages were given by
Bren. A. Clark and Elliott Arnold at Wolfram-
st. and Railwaytown churches respectively on
Jan. 21. Bren. Parker and L. Warren sang a
duet at gospel service in Wolfram-st. Bible
school has resumed after holiday period, but
attendances are still very poor. The church
sympathises with relatives and friends of our
late preacher, Bro. E. G. Warren, who departed
this life recently. Young people’s society of
Christian Endeavor has resumed meetings for
the new year.

The Non-Resident Member.

WHEN is a church member not a member?
The answer might well be: When he is a

non-resident member. What pastor is there
among us who does not have this problem of
the church upon his heart? Many of them live
in communities in which the active, resident
members of the church are actually outnumbered
by people who have lived for years as their
neighbors but whose names are carried on the
rolls of churches somewhere else. Hundreds
of thousands of such “non-resident members”
among the Disciples of Christ arc not really
members at all. Long since the “church back
home” has removed their names from the roll
of members. Even if this has not been done
the result is much the same. The greatest
fiction in our Year Book is the column given to
the number of “non-resident members.” Most
of these arc not really members in the accepted
sense of that term; yet they constitute one of
the greatest problems of the church—that of
making vital and real the Christian profession
pf all who have at any time come under the
care and oversight of the church.

We have all talked much about the non­
resident member, but have done little or noth­
ing in a concerted way to solve his problem
and ours. But now under the leadership of the
Home Mission Planning Council we are to make
February “Non-Resident Member Month,” a
period in which our churches everywhere are
asked to co-operate in an effort to bring these
people into an active relationship with the
church in their own community. To this end
pastors are asked during February to write all
non-resident members whose addresses they
have, urging that they take membership with
the church where they live. They are asked
further to write to the pastor of such church
that this has been done. If this programme is
carried out by even a half of our preachers
and churches and is followed up by an aggres­
sive effort on the part of church people in the
new community, great good can be accom­
plished. The plan is simple and workable.
Surely, it is not asking too much to call for a
nation-wide participation in such an effort.—
“World Call.”

January 31, 1940.

Australian Soldiers’ Christian
Fellowship.

FEELING that the need for spiritual help and
encouragement for the soldier is vital, the

Y.M.C.A. has inaugurated the above fellowship.
As in the last war, it has been proved that
men of the fighting forces will meet together in
some given spot, regardless of what church they
belong to, in order to find mutual help from
their belief and their unity. It enables them
to live clean and straight lives and to face dan­
ger and death with courage and fortitude.

A membership card has been issued—very
simple in form—with the words: “To promote
and preserve Christian Fellowship and Com­
radeship among the Australian Troops in the
various camps of the Commonwealth and Over­
seas.” This is definitely the object of the. Fel­
lowship, and the Y.M.C.A. quotes the inspiring
statement of the late General Sir Douglas Haig:
“The gospel of Christ is the only hope of the
world.”

Within the small folding membership card
is a pledge which is really a prayer: “I have
taken Christ to be my personal Saviour, and by
his grace will seek to maintain a true Christian
witness before my fellow soldiers, and will en­
deavor to read the Word of God anti pray every
day.” Already the Fellowship has been found
to be a necessity and a comfort.

With the fullest approval of the four Non­
conformist padres the movement was launched
recently at Mt. Martha Y.M.C.A. centre.

It is suggested that it would be an excellent
idea for men of Christian belief going into
camp to join the Fellowship beforehand, and
so find themselves among friends from the start.

Membership cards may be had from the
Military Service Department of the Y.M.C.A.,
City-rd., Melbourne, from any of the camp
centres, and through ministers of churches.

China and Missions.
AN article in a leading Chinese journal pays a

notable and grateful tribute to the practical
services rendered to that afflicted country by
Christian missions. The writer declares that
whatever doubts the Chinese people may have
entertained in the past, they realise now that
the missions have indisputably justified their
existence. Caught in the flood of terror and
destruction which the Japanese armies have
spread everywhere, the missionaries courageously
stood their ground, succoring, feeding and shel­
tering refugees, tending the sick and wounded,
and giving spiritual comfort to the terror-
stricken and bereaved. The article continues:

In tending the sick and injured, and particu­
larly in easing the sufferings of the wounded
soldiers from the front, the Christian missions
have performed ah undying service to this
country which shall never be forgotten. This
work has been organised on a large scale and
stretched throughout the length and breadth of
the fighting areas. To-day, after two years of
hostilities, the Christian missions in China
have built for themselves a record of which
they can be justly proud. They have preached
the gospel not with .words, but by a practical
demonstration of the love of God and the
brotherhood of man. They have definitely
found their place in the life of the nation, ful­
filling great human needs in its time of deepest
travail.

Gone for ever are the days when the mission­
ary doctor’s motives in healing the body' were
as suspect in the eyes of Chinese country folk
as those of the preacher and teacher. God
can make oven the wrath of man to praise
him and use even the scourge of war to open
doors to the message of salvation.—“The
Christian.”
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New Zealand News-letter.
W. R. Hibburt.

A National Thanksgiving.

ON the first Sunday of the New Year religious
services unique in the history of New

Zealand were held throughout the Dominion.
They were Held at the request of the Govern­
ment to give thanks to God for the completion
of our first 100 years of religious and national
life. The services were of a united character,
and many were held out-of-doors. The one
in the capital city was conducted from one of
the Sound Shells in the Centennial Exhibition.
V. C. Stafford took an important part in this
service, while Principal A. L. Haddon, president
of the Council of Christian Congregations, pre­
sided over the service in Dunedin.
The First Echelon.

Officers and men of the First Echelon of the
N.Z. Expeditionary Force left their homeland
early in the New Year, and we arc conscious
of the heart strain of many mothers and young
wives, and sweethearts. They arc a splendid
set of men, and as they made their farewell
parade through the streets, Christian hearts
were disturbed to realise the grim reality that
this selfless dedication of youth and health was
occasioned by the necessity of the war machine.
Most of our congregations now have one or
more of their young men overseas; others have
enlisted in the second and third echelon. The
first chaplain appointed on behalf of the Bap­
tists, Congrcgationalists and Churches of Christ
is Padre Milburn Stewart, Congrcgationalist.
The Government controls the numbers of
appeals and funds through a National Patriotic
Fund Board. Wet canteens arc now permitted
in military camps.. Many protests were weak­
ened when the Anglican Synods favored the
wet canteen system under special control.
Holidays with a Spiritual Content.

There has been no summer slump in the work
of the Young People’s Department. Over the
Christinas and New Year the department was
engaged in a . Centennial Camp and Summer
School in Wellington. The writer, in his capac­
ity as youth leader, directed the camp, sup­
ported by five members of the department. Four
preachers, Bren. V. C. Stafford, R. W. Simpson,
A. D. Lowe and T. Bate, co-operated in the de­
votional and teaching work of the camp-school.
The major studies revolved around a Why
Series—(1) Why God? (2) Why Obey God?
(3) Why Believe the Bible? (4) Why a Divided
Church? (5) Why Worship? (6) Why do Men
Suffer? Camp organisation may be estimated
from the one fact that over 2100 meals were
supplied apart from morning tea and supper.
The Otago District Young People’s Committee
were engaged in a local camp, and report seven
decisions for Christ at their New Year eve ser­
vice. The department’s Easter fixtures con­
cern a continuation of the Centennial camp in
Wellington and the Dominion camp in Auck­
land, while J. K. Robinson will lead a district
camp at Nelson.
Mecca.

Auckland is to be the “Mecca” this Easter for
the members of our Dominion churches. The
general conference and Young Mens and Aoung
Women’s Dominion Camp are planned for the
northern city. It is about 800 miles journey
by train and boat for those attending from the
far south. The conference president, Alexander
Donald, is one of Auckland's leading business
men, esteemed for his upright business charac­
ter. From his youth he has been a keen mem­
ber of the church, and has never wavered
during his varied career. His brethren know
him to have a wonderful reliance on God’s
word and his heavenly Father’s promises. He
has given splendid leadership in our oversea 

mission work. V. C. Stafford preaches the
conference sermon on the theme, “The Living
Church; Our Distinctive Contribution.” All
addresses will relate to the conference theme,
“The Living Church and the New Century.”
£2000.

Tlie brotherhood fixed the amount of £3500
as a worthy Centennial aim. The amount of
£2000 • has been reached and gives proof that
the centennial celebrations are more than pass­
ing sentiment. To talk in thousands in New
Zealand is big business in view of the fact that
our conference statistics only record a member­
ship of 4823.
Brevities.

The 1940 session of Glen Leith Bible College
commences February 12. The College Board,
disturbed by the principal’s ill-health, has re­
solved to release Bro. Haddon from church
work, and he will be wholly supported by the
college. L. R. Usmar commences his work as
brotherhood general secretary early in February.

ADDRESS.
W. F. Nankivell, B.A, B.D. (preacher Unley

church, S.A.).—75 Clifton-st., Malvern, S.A.

DEATH.
ROSE.—On Jan. 18, George, the beloved hus­

band of Edith, and loving father of Alfred,
3 David-rd., Hampton, and Cecil, of Shepparton,
aged 82 years. After much suffering sweet rest.

COMING EVENTS.
FEBRUARY 10 (Saturday, 3 p.m.).—The foun­

dation stone of the Chown Memorial Chapel
will be laid at the College of the Bible, Glen
Iris, by Mr. R. Lyall, chairman of the college
hoard.

FEBRUARY 18 to 25.—Third Gardiner Con­
vention. Services on Lord’s days at 11 a.m.
and 6.45 p.m.; week nights (except Saturday)
at 7.45 p.m. Chapel at cor. Malvern-rd. and
Scott-gve. Camberwell tram passes door. Theme:
“Christ's Cross and Ours.” Special speakers
and singers. All invited.

FEBRUARY 26 (Monday).—College inaugural
public meeting will be held at Lygon-st. chapel.
Programme by combined choirs of Swanston-st.
and Lygon-st. churches. ‘ Address by Mr.
Thos. Hagger.

TO LET.
Self-contained flat and sleep-out, accommoda­

tion 6, sewered, wireless, two doors from beach,
available from Feb. 17, £2/2/- per week. Easter
10 days, £4/4/-.—F. Larter, 18 Bristol-ave.,
Chelsea.

WANTED.
Deaf brother, cannot hear preacher and finds

service after breaking of bread wearisome, will
pay reasonable price for ear-drum. Address
"Deaf,” Austral Co.

SORRENTO, VICTORIA.
Bungalow, accom. 2 or 3, clean, linen and

cutlery provided. Vacant from Jan. 31, house,
accom. 7, 3 bedrooms, diningroom, breakfast
room, kitchen, bathroom, water laid on, garage,
clean, mod. Both close to front beach.—
“Earlsden," Kerford-rd., Sorrento.

MARYSVILLE.
To let, daintily furnished modern home,

lovely position, H.W.S., sew., near golf, tennis,
fishing; also another house available, same
convs., mod. rent.—Mrs. Chandler, Blackburn.

A GOOD BIBLE is necessary for every Chris­
tian worker. The Austral will send one on
approval if kind and price are stated carefully.

Austral Co., 530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne.

Are the Best Presents.
BIBLES OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.

Text, Reference, Concordance,
Workers’, Teachers’, Revised,

Scofield, etc.

State kind required, and price you
are prepared to pay, and we will

post a Bible on approval.

Austral Printing & Publishing
Co. Ltd.

528,530 Elizabeth St., Melbourne,
Victoria.

£.1 nullTi III 1 RU 11^ 1^ j ,lt r^i,r.,1. r-_, 1 — . 1 ■ 1,

For Church Treasurers
Helps endorsed by C.M.A. of Victoria and the

Victorian Home Missionary Committee.

Treasurer’s Loose Leaf Memo. Book.
Title blocked in gold. Free to church treasur­

ers, if both books bought (postage, 3d.);
otherwise 2/6, posted, 2/9.

Refills for Memo. Book.
A page per Sunday for a year. Details of giv­

ing, etc., for posting into Cash Book. 1/-,
posted 1/2.

Cash Book.
90 folios, full columnar details of receipts and

expenditure; prepared by accountants of
the Brotherhood; simple and accurate;
“Notes for Church Treasurers” with each
book. 7/-, postage extra.

Statement of Receipts and Expenditnre Forms.
For quarterly, half-yearly or annual reports. A

time-saving help in compiling balance-
sheets. 3/- doz, postage extra.

Church Record Book.
A page per Sunday for four years, for record­

ing offerings, attendances, transfers, mar­
riages, funerals, etc. Invaluable for hls-

. torical purposes. 5/6. postage extra.

V
AUSTRAL PRINTING AND PUBLISHING

CO. LTD.,
528, 530 Elizabeth St., Melbourne, Victoria.

'Phone, F2524.

THE NEW CENTURY BIBLE CLASS.
Lygon St, Carlton. Next to Trades Hall.

So Easy to Find and Well Worth
Finding.

Hear Mr. Reg. Enniss Commence New
Series.

“Building a Better World."

SUNDAY. FEBRUARY 4, at 3 p.m.
You can be sure of a warm welcome. '

Tea for all at conclusion.
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Miss M. E. Pittman,
gradjer of Ringing

"Brentwood,” AIdo at
147 Hampton Street, Lygon Street

. Hampton, S.7 ' Christian Chapel.

W. T. C O L E S
CENTRAL ESTATE AGENCY,
For that HOME you need.

287 BAY STREET, BRIGHTON-LE-SANDS.
All Classes Insurance With

AUSTRALIAN MUTUAL &%seNstocsolctd
’Phones: LW2033; Cron. 542.

-wheels and chim-

V

Tel.—Office,

—W. R. Avem

These fields are
express the world’s

Cent.
8604

“Daily
Ready
“DailyAn Itinerary of 2,450 Miles.

N.S.W. CONFERENCE PRESIDENT’S TOUR.

CHEER UP BOOKS .—
BY FAIRELIE _IH0R^TON.

The church shows
soon to be self-
and waiting for

“Daily Promises,” 1/-; “Peace,” 1/-;
Guidance,” 9d.; “Daily Strength,” 9d.
now, “Jesus Only” and 2nd edition of
Comfort,” z9d. each.
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Wilson left a legacy of £50 to the church;
brother lived to be 103 years of age and
fellowship to the end.
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well received at Hamilton,
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BETTER HEALTH.
inn M.A.I.S.Ch. (Melb.),
Lfi’Il) D.I.S.P. (London).

OT SPECIALIST
Successfully Treats AH' Foot Ailments.

Evtfting Appointments if Desired.
LEE'jTPHARMACY, 108 Greville St., Prahran

LA 1036.

A Home fot\. Christian Men and Women
in the eventid^ of life and in other needy
circumstances. I The Home is dependent
on gifts of friends for maintenance and
development. Remember the Home in
your will. Ouy solicitor will draft your
will for you without charge.

Secretary, Will. H. Clay,
/ Bible House,
I 241 Flinders Lane,
/ Melbourne, C.l.
MX 3083; Home, UM 2441.
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PIONEERING AND THE PLE.

IN the January 17 issue of your,
paper, a most interesting report/

of an effort made in a new suburb/of one of
our Australian cities. I pray that/the means
will be forthcoming for the proposed new
work. In the report the writer sp<
bers living in the area, and he sail
waiting for something to commcri
early days of our movement bretf
wait, but they commenced, often J
private house to break bread. ■
secure a revival of this pioneering!
of our now strong churches started their his­
tory in a private house meeting
day. It was in the days past v
set up the Lord’s table wherever (
the cause made such great stride

Is the decline of the pioneering
the fact that many of us have |
the plea that has been entrustb
think it is quite true that we de
distinctive witness as much as I
There is no need to be harsh or t
other Christian people, but there
the plea entrusted to us to be tautht. By the
way, after last Victorian conference si letter ap­
peared in the “Open Forum” suggesting that, in
at least one meeting of conference, special wit­
ness should be ‘borne to distinctive
Is anything being done along this line iri\con-
neclion with the conference just ahead?
seems to me that the suggestion is worthy o
consideration by the other States as well as
Victoria.—T. Hagger.

bn the Lord’s
rhen members
(hey went that
is.
; spirit due
not a grip
id to us?
5 not bear <

qke of mcm-
d, “They are
uee.” In the
pren did not
meeting in a
Can we not
spirit? Many

We do not desire u
The insertion of a

it:

Open Forum
For “Christian” Readers.

[Correspondents arc reminded that letters
should not be more than 300 words in length,
that names and not pseudonyms should be used,
and that once a writer has had his. say on it
particular topic he should leave the way oiyfn
for somebody else.
factory crossfiring.
does not imply editorial approval of
tents.—Ed.]

Consult B.XKEMP

JEWELLER
Book

B'ldnsr, 6th Floor* 288 Lit. Collins St, Melb.
SATISFACTION ASSURED.

Watches — Rings — Plateware, Etc.
Discount to Readers of "A.C."

\Christian Guest Home
139 Atherton Road, Oakleigh

S.E. 12, Vic.
Tlie'\nly Social Institution of Churches

of Christ in Victoria.

. ... e to
The urch was

speeches' a festival of
I addressed the

morning and evening,
afternoon. The late

mission church now under the leadership qf
Bro. Chivcll,
evening was
myself and
packed, and
good things
chu

d
. Bro.

this
had
great promise, and hopes
supporting, and is ready
a Hinrichsen mission.

Newcastle is the city of
r Jieys, coal and steel, a city with many suburbs
/ where churches
^selves felt and

........... I was
Georgetown and
for the work in
of young people
inspiration to the speaker
the fears we sometimes
future of Christ’s church.
Lord is manifest in each of
Thomas, Wiley, Wilson and Fraser are work­
ing earnestly for the extension of the king­
dom in Newcastle district. I had the pleasure
of addressing morning and evening meetings.

I made a final visit to Canberra, only to dis­
cover that our land had a convent built upon
it. Sister Eldridge informed me that we had
forfeited our rights. The city is chiefly in the
grip of the Roman Catholics, yet I feel sure
that we are missing opportunities by not be­
ing represented in towns like Junee, Tamworth,
Armidale and Woollongong.
waiting for our coming to
greatest plea.

We have done with the
for or against us. What

“Christian hero, grasp
Truth’s bright sword to wield;
Death and hell are in the field;

Fight for victory.”

The Saturda

day

alters.

V

ET.

rhas been an inspiration to visit the churches
in my itinerary, and has given me the

greatest possible encouragement to renew
friendships and gain an insight into the con-

Comfort one another with these messages
from God’s Word.

Order from Austral Publishing Company,
528, 530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne.

ditions under which the faithful brethren in
the outback are laboring. I have been privi­
leged to enjoy the warm-hearted hospitality
of many homes.

H. E. GILBERT & SON.
“A” Grade Auto. Engineer, Vauxhall Car Agents,

R.A.C.V. Service Station,
The earlier part of my tour was in Manning

River district—a land which flows with milk
because of its rich fertility. The church is
situated in the shopping area of the township
with the adjacent manse, where now Bro. A.
G. Saunders resides. Having addressed the
meeting in the morning, I was transported to
Wingham to speak at their meeting, returning
later to take the night service at Taree. Bro.
A. G. Saunders is ministering to the spiritual
needs of this progressive church.

I had the pleasure of spending Christmas at
Wagga. This is a large and beautiful town.

33 TOORONGA RD., EAST MALVERN,
offer for sale:

1938 Hillman Minx Sedan De Luxe, condition
as new, £235, cash or terms (worth inspection).

Chev. 1929 Sedan, in first-class order, long
registration, £125, any trial.

Oldsmobile Tourer, in good running order,
registered, £30.

’Phone UY 6053 for any demonstration.

CUT FLOWERS FOR HALLS, CHURCHES
AND HOMES.

One disfigurement mars the artistry—there are
39 hotels in the main street. The church is
still the beacon-light and the trysting-place
for the people of God in this great centre.
Bro. Butler is doing a good work. The church
is planning for a forward movement, and .is
ready for a Hinrichsen mission.

Gilgandra is in the country of windmills and
wheat. They have had a record harvest of

Can supply each week choice Gladioli,
Hydrangea, Lilies, etc.

Also bulbs for planting: Daffodils, 1/6 doz.,
8/- 100; Gladioli, mixed, 2/- doz., 12/- 100;
Lilies, Christmas, Tiger, 4/- doz., Regale, Wal-
Incei, Deviricum and Pink Tiger, 7/6 doz.

Fruit trees and shrubs later.
A. G. NIGHTINGALE & CO.,

You Can’t Beat a Sinfeer.
CASH FOR YOUR OLD SEWING MACHINE.

The New Singer from 3/- per week.
Call or write—
E, A. SCAIFE, 497 Gilbert Rd., West Preston

400,000 bags of wheat. The church is a home Nursery, Emerald, Victoria. Repairs attended. JU 1360.
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Prayer Corner0
Conducted by G. J. Andrews.

"THY PRAYER IS HEARD I”

1 BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable service. And be
not conformed to this world; but be ye trans­
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good, and acceptable,
and perfect, will of God.”—Rom. 12: 1, 2.

• O
THE OBLATION.

Oblation is a word which has largely dropped
out of the language of devotion. It is diffi­
cult to put any word in its place, and it repre­
sents a real transaction between God and man
in prayer. In thanksgiving we look at the good
of life; the “all’’ for which we give thanks, or
some special detail. We next speak our thanks
to God. Then follows the obltaion. We take
all this good from God, joy, satisfaction,
material benefits, spiritual benefits, all he has
given, and offer it back to God that it may’ be
serviceable as he wills. The old language said,
“Cast it at the Redeemer’s feet.” (Think over
that phrase.) Inevitably the spirit of life
which does this brings vision of such uses of
our Good, and goods, as deepens their value
and blesses others. God responds by showing
means to use it all.

So with our intercessions: we offer ourselves
at the close of these, in hope, perhaps in fear,
but always in obedience, so that God may use
us as messengers for bearing his response to
our prayers if that be his will. Whether it be
with hope or with fear, we can do this in the
obedience which has its roots below such
emotions.

So with our petitions: naming to God our
needs, and seeing even dimly what would come
to our life if these needs were supplied, we take
that enriched life as by faith we sec it, and
offer it to God for the purpose of his will, and
so we can ask these petitions—“For Jesus’
sake” and “In the name of Jesus.”—George S.
Stewart in “The Lower Levels of Prayer.”

0
“FOR CHRIST'S SAKE.”

Most holy God, I would dedicate my body
to the service of thy kingdom. Use it as an
instrument in thy righteousness. Let it be the
servant and messenger of thy grace. Let my’
strength be enlisted in my Father’s business.
For Christ’s sake. Amen.—J. H. Jowctt.

Our Book Table.
“BANDS OF SOLDIERS FOR WAR.”

UNDER the above title Messrs. Marshall, Mor­
gan and Scott, Ltd., have published an­

other volume by Andrew Gih, the well-known
Chinese evangelist. The book consists of two
parts. The first ten chapters of Part I. arc
drawn from reports of the Bethel Evangelistic
Mission prior to the present war with Japan.
Part II. contains ten sermons by the evangelist,
printed (Mr. J. Edwin Orr, the editor, says)
almost as the author wrote them. We have
found the first part of unusual interest, ful­
filling the words of the preface, “thrilling both
from the point of view of adventure, and of
Christian service.” Its ten chapters give tales
of revival in China and graphic accounts of the
splendid service of various bands. All are
good, but the story of the war-zone hand, and
its marvellously successful work amongst sol­
diers, is outstanding. As a testimony to the 

power of the Gospel these chapters are help­
ful and inspiring. The sermons of the second
part arc interesting as showing the kind of
message which is proving successful, rather
than for their intrinsic merit as sermons or
expositions; we agree with the publishers’
statement that they “have the novel attraction
of an Easterner’s point of view.” The price
of the volume is 1/9, posted 2Z-. Copies may be
ordered from the Austral Co.

A Visit to Kellevie, Tas,

I HAVE spent a long week-end in happy fel­
lowship with Kellevie church. In this dis­

trict Stephen Cheek labored valiantly to the
glory of God. A connecting link with those
days is still there in the person of our aged
Bro. William Clifford who, still attending ser­
vices regularly’, was early won to Christ by
Bro. Cheek. The witness of Kellevie church
has been consistently faithful. The present
chapel is the third in which the brethren have
worshipped. The first was made of slabs
hewn from the forest. This soon proved too
small and was replaced by a larger building
that was destroyed by fire. The present house
stands upon the original foundations. The
church had a membership of 50 according to
last conference report. This number is now
increased by two confessions last Sunday. The
members arc keen for progress and are no
longer satisfied to he without a preacher. The
fellowship my family and I had with these
brethren was very delightful. Mrs. Tease and
I enjoyed the hospitality of Bro. and Sister
Ken. Woolley.—Geo. 0. Tease.

With startling reality, the whole world was
compelled to realise that on Sept. 3, 1939,

TO HITLER ALONE
“Power was given” to “Take peace from the
Earth.”

IS HITLER THE MAN
Depicted in Rev. G: 4, to whom power was
given to “Take peace from the earth”?

You will enjoy reading
“WAS HITLER HIM?”

Showing the Satanic overthrow of world order,
and “The Glorious appearing of the Great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13).

“New Life” comments: “I would like to see
every minister of the gospel reading this book
under the illumination of the Holy Spirit,
that each might go forth sounding the tocsin
before it is too late, save through tribulation
too awful to contemplate.”

Obtainable from A. E. GAY, Second Advent
Mission, 143 Myers-st., Geelong. 1/-, post free.

S. H. PITTMAN,
Organ and Pianoforte Tuner;

Specialist in Reed Organ Repairs.
Telephone: 339 ORRONG RD.,
Windsor 4912. E. ST. HILDA, S.2.

PRINTING Is a very important part of
- 1111111 ■ AUSTRAL activities.

Will you please remember this when you have
a job of printing—large or small? We shall
be glad to submit an estimate.

AUSTRAL PRINTING & PUBLISHING CO. LTD.,
528, 530 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne.

F2524.

Victorian Churches c'- Christ

HOME MISSIONS
rpHE committee returns thanks to

all who helped in the recent0
annual appeal. We have not
reached our objective, being several
hundred pounds short. Will you
help us to go higher?

0

Send NOW to W. Gale, H.M. Secretary’,
Churches of Christ Office, 145 Collins-st., Melb.

The RELIABLE OPTICIAN
FOR SATISFACTORY SERVICE

AT MODERATE COST

ALTSON'S BUILDING,
1st floor, 82 Elizabeth St.

(Cr. Collins St.). Melbourne0 Phone 6937

Advertising Pays.
“THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN”

Io Read by Subscribers All Over Australia.
Each week we publish rates for
casual advertisements. Write to

us for period prices, etc.

ID

ID
ID
ID LADIES’ OR GENTS’

Our Neu) Prices Suit
Reduced Incomes

CRAIGIE & CO.
265 LITTLE COLLINS STREET

Four doora from Swanjlon St.

A Sympathetic and Efficient
Understanding, achieved by
Long Years of Experience.

We would appreciate an opportunity to
serve you when in need of a competent

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

LEWIS - - Unhrriaker
PHONES: J 10G6, J.W 1579 and 3029.
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LYALL & SONS S.
39-51 Leveson St, North Melbourna

Also at Lara and Geelong.

CASH CHAFF, HAY, GRAIN, PRODUCE, and
HARDWARE MERCHANTS

Exporters of Pressed Hay, Chaff, and Colonial Produce
Seed Oat and Grain Specialists—Grass,

Clover and Other Seeds.
All kinds of Poultry Feed and Meals supplied.

Manufacturers of “Excello” Chicken Feed,
Laying Mash, and Calf Food.

HARDWARE LINES:—
Galvanized Iron, Spouting, and Ridging, Fencing
Wire, Galvanized, Black, Baling & Barbed Wire,
Wire Netting, Chicken Netting, and all other
sizes. Galvanized Water Piping and Fittings.

Cyclone Gates and Fencing Supplied.
We stock and can supply everything required for

the Poultry Yard and the Farm.
For Service, for Quality,

Alfred Hillis & Sons Ptj. w.
Wholesale Fruit Merchants

Registered Office: 438 Queen St., Melb.
Phone F1862

Also Queen Victoria Wholesale Markets.

LEARN BY POST
(Pittman’s Correspondence Courses.)

The subjects are Preaching, Speaking, Bible
Study, Bible Analysis, Bible Doctrine, Church
History, Christian Evidences, Grammar and Com­
position, Teacher Training, Elocution, Church
Efficiency (for Presidents, Officers, Secretaries
and Treasurers), Paul’s Life and Work, Women
of the Bible. Terms: £1/1/- per Quarter.

These lessons help toward efficiency in ser­
vice, which should be the aim of all.
Enrol me as a Student in (
Send Particulars re J Course.............
Name................................ Address..........................

Fill in above, and post to
J. C. F. PITTMAN,

7 Pollock St., Colac, Vic.
(Enclose 2d. stamp for postage.)

DEPARTAIENT OF SOCIAL SERVICE
and

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
ASSOCIATION.

Experience has shown that 90 per cent, of
social problems which come before us are to
be solved by money alone.

We need clothes, blankets, footwear and food,
but we need money too.

C.F.A. invites you to co-operate with 3500
others In providing a regular source of money.

Particulars from Agents in the Churches or
Secretaries—

T. P. Dale,
Social Service Office,
242 Pitt-st„ Sydney.
"Phone, MA 6633.

Will H. Clay,
241 Fllnders-lane,

Melbourne.
’Phone, MX 3083.

Parcels addressed Churches of Christ Mission,
Flinders-st., Melbourne, carried free on rail.

PETTY GAMBLING.

IT is no wonder that wc have so many mil­
lions of people without a competence when

wc remember that our yearly gambling bill is
seven billion dollars (writes Dean F. D.
Kershner in “The Christian Evangelist”).
Gambling is the most destructive of all vices
from the standpoint of material advancement.
It is the negation of science, the sworn foe
of industry, and the antithesis of reason.
People who gamble are doing their best to
turn the hands backward on the clock of
civilisation.

Almost half of our gambling is of the petty
order. Slot machines, punch boards, raffles,
bingo parties, pin ball machines, and even
parlor bridge involve something over three bil­
lion and a half of money every year. In good
times we gamble because we think we have

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK.
©

money to throw away; in bad times wc gamble
because we need to make money as rapidly as
possible. Always there is the desire to get
something for nothing, and to get it in as large
measure as possible. Most gamblers cheat, but
all gamblers get cheated by virtue of the fact
that they gamble.

INDNESS always pays,
but it pays most when

you don’t do it for pay.”

NOW.
“TF you have kind words to say,

-L Say them now.
To-morrow may not come your way,
Do a kindness while you may,
Loved ones will not always stay,

Say them now.
“If you have a smile to show,

Show it now.
Make hearts happy, roses grow,
Let the friends around you know
The love you have before they go,

Show it now."

?- - - - - . t .. . . . ’
Australian Christian

Published Weekly by
Austral Printing & Publishing Co. Ltd.

525, 530 Elizabeth St., Melbourne,
Victoria. Australia.

Phone, F2524.
Editor: A. R. MAIN, M.A.

All Communication* to Above Addrc**.

SUBSCRIPTION—Through Church Agent 2d. week;
Posted Direct. 10/6 year; Foreign, 14/-.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS—Send old and new address
a week previous to date of desired change.

CHEQUES. MONEY ORDERS, ate., payable to
D. E. PITTMAN.

ADVERTISEMENTS—Marriages, Births. Deaths.
Memorials, Bereavement Notices, 2/- (one verse
allowed in Deaths and Memorials), Coming
Events, 16 words, 6d„ every additional 12 words,
6d. Wanted, For Sale, To Let and Similar Ads.,
24 words, I/-; every additional 12 words, 6d.

Other Advertising Ratos on Application.
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cMerits Support

W uf IBible
merits the support of the

brotherhood because

^It is true to the “faith of the
fathers” in that it is loyal to
Jesus and his Word.

-n It is a federal work. It serves
every State and all brotherhood

\)’ co-operative enterprises. Stu­
dents are trained to think in terms of
a brotherhood reaching beyond State
limitations.

It is a missionary force. More .
than one in nine students have
served in overseas fields, or

with missions to aborigines.

tit maintains fires of evangelism.
New churches have been or­
ganised, weak churches revived,

live churches strengthened by students
and graduates.

na Its Charter is the Great Com-
VvJ y mission. It fulfils the command,
\)J “Teaching them to observe all

things I have commanded,” and responds
to his command, “Pray ye the Lord of
the harvest.”

The College depends on the brother­
hood for support.

Will you help?

Send now for the need is real and
• urgent.

®l|p (Unllrge nf tljp iBihle
GLEN IRIS, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA

CONTROLLED BY THE FEDERAL CONFERENCE

Board of Management: R. Lyall (chairman),
R. L. Leane (treasurer), J. Adams, W. T. Atkin,
Dr. W. A. Kemp, F. N. Lee, A. R. Main, M.A.,
G. L. Murray, H. J. Patterson, M.A., T. H. Scam-
bler, B.A., Dip. Ed., F. T. Saunders (secretary).

Teaching Staff: T. H. Scambier, B.A., Dip. Ed.
(Principal); R. T. Pittman, B.A.. Dip. Ed.;
E. L. Williams, M.A.; J. S. Taylor, B.A.

Send Donations to

Fred. T. Saunders, Secty. & Organiser,
99 Queen St., Melbourne, C.1, Victoria.

•Phone, MU 3474.
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