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“ The Bulwark of the Truth.”
•7 am writing to you in this way, in case I am detained, to let you see how people

ought to behave within the household of God; it is the church of the
living God, the pillar and, bulwark of the Truth."

—1 Timothy 3: 14, 15 (Moffatt).

CALM confidence and inner peace are
children of the truth. Superstition

and ignorance are parents of fear and
panic.

While multitudes have spent their ener­
gies seeking to unravel the mystery of the
universe and find truth in terms of human
wisdomt Paul points out to Timothy that
we can discover the clue to the mystery
of the ages and the universe in the church.

I.
Dr. Moffatt suggests that, behind the

mystery of the universe, we find “the
divine truth of our religion” (r Timothy
3: 16). The Truth is “he who was mani­
fested in the flesh.” Truth, in its highest
forms, lies beyond the reach of the range
of the human mind. Philosophers acknow­
ledge their inability to fathom the ,depths
of the mysteries of life and reality. Paul,
however,, points to the solution of the
enigma of the ages by a reference to the
revelation of God in Christ Jesus. Revela­
tion interprets the might of the heavenly
bodies in terms of the divine personality
of Christ, for “through him all existence
came into being” (John 1:3). It is, in
addition, necessary to explain history in
terms of Christian thought. The sealed
fate of human history could not have been
broken unless Christ had intervened; for
this reason it was necessary that he be
“manifested in the flesh” and become a
part of the stream of human history. John
saw in his vision that no one “in heaven
or on earth or underneath the earth” was
able to open the sealed chapters of history
except Jesus. Both Nicolas Berdyaev, in
“The Meaning of History,” and Dr. C.
C. Morrison, in “What is Christianity?”
declare that we cannot grasp the nature
of the events of history, if they are con­
sidered apart from Christ. Christ in his­
tory is Truth in action. With the incarna­
tion of Christ we find God in action on
the plane of human history. In Christ
God is reconciling the world unto himself.

II.
The present universal conflict has bred

a swarm of pessimists who are lamenting
over the “failure” of Christianity. Do
they not perceive that the principles of
Christ—his truths—are at the centre, of
this violent' international struggle of his­
tory? Either men stand for them or deny
them. Their acceptance will bring world
peace, but their denial leads to national
judgment. The incarnation of Christ
meant that a way of peace was opened
up, but it also revealed the grounds of
divine judgment. If men’s eyes could be
opened during this Christmas season, they
would see Christ, in the midst of the
warring nations, weeping for us all, as he
wept for Jerusalem. Christ has not
failed, but the world has fallen short of
his glory; and yet, God is still in him,
reconciling the world unto himself. What­
ever occurs, Christ will not fail, nor will
he fail his church. He will, also, still re­
main Truth in action in history. The
truth of. divine revelation cannot be under­
stood unless it is considered in the light
of the church.

III.
“The church of the living God” (r Tim.

3: 15) is the body of Christ in history.
The church may be torn by sectarianism
and yet it is, at heart, one. Thomas Camp­
bell perceived this real unity within the
divided church when he wrote, “The church
of Christ upon earth is essentially, in­
tentionally, and constitutionally one.” He
did not say that it was, or shall be, one,
but that it is one, using the present tense
of the verb. Campbell saw in this divided
church upon earth a fellowship of saints
in Christ at one with God. It grieved
Thomas Campbell to see this unity in
Christ marred by sectarianism. He pleaded
for the abolition of outward division so
that the inner truth and unity of the
church of Christ -on earth might be re­
vealed.

Paul spoke of the fellowship of Chris­
tians in the church as if it were some great
family. He was thinking of the ancient
Roman home, in which slaves, children
and parents were bound in one big house­
hold. In spite of differences there was a
bond of fellowship. Paul carries us up
to a higher peak of truth, by indicating
that the family of saints, with its varying
differences, has been incorporated into
“the household of God.”

IV.
“The household of God” is a power to

be respected, and never to be ignored; for,
as the apostle points out, it is the “pillar
and foundation of the truth.” Dr. Moffatt,
using a picturesque word, translates the
apostle’s thought, not as “foundation,” but
“bulwark.” The church of the living
God is “the pillar and bulwark of the
Truth.”

Being identified so intimately with the
truth, the church cannot fail. The thought
is startling. The fact is that the church
does not rest upon the truth, but the truth
rests upon the church: that is, upon the
“household of God.” It is no wonder that
Christ said of the church, “The gates of
hell cannot prevail against itl" The de­
struction of the church—this divine house­
hold—would involve the end of the truth
and the universe. It is, therefore, nonsense
to speak of the failure of the church.
And since the church is so closely related
to the truth, we must perceive that the
church is in action in history. God is,
then, working through his “household” of
saints in the events of human time.

Paul introduced all these implications
of the nature of the church as arguments
why members ought to conduct themselves
in every way that adds grace to character.
They are, in addition, the reasons why we
should be confident in days of national
peril and why we should face the future
with bold determination. We are of “the
household of God”; why should we tremble
on the threshold of a new year?

Do to-day’s duty, fight to-day’s tempta­
tion ; and do not weaken and distract your­
self by looking forward to things which
you cannot see, and could not understand
if you saw them.—Charles Kingsley. *



602 THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN. December 24, 1941.

Good News of Forgiveness.
G. T. Fitzgerald.

rpHE angels sang, “Glad tidings of great joy
JL which shall be to all people.” The new­
born Babe of Bethlehem was a heaven-bora
revelation of the heart of God. The very word
“gospel” means “good news.” Sin-bound,
sorrow-stricken humanity gazed into space and
wondered what God was like. Nature gave no
reply that could bring hope to the sin-burdened
heart, nor comfort to the sorrowing. Here
and there men caught a note of hope from the
great prophets. Isaiah sang: “Though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red as crimson, they
shall be as wool." The forgiveness of sin was
something to be sought after and paid for in
sacrificial gifts. Incense ascended to heaven
and the blood of sacrifices ran on altars every­
where. “To know my sins forgiven" was the
longing of many a soul. But the peace that
comes from the sense of sins forgiven was an
experience unknown- in all its fulness until
men learned God through Christ.

Back there God had forgiven. But that for­
giveness was made known when he sent m
Son into the world.

His forgiveness is giving. He loved us, and
gave his Son to reveal that love. And so we,
catching the glory of the invisible God, re­
vealed in Christ, hear and feel the meaning
of that Christmas song—good news’ of for­
giveness. Our prodigal hearts turn back to
the Father and receive his wonderful forgive­
ness, and so in and through Christ we are
made one. in.

As Christ forgave us! Paul felt that an
appreciation of Christ’s forgiveness should
naturally lead to forgiveness on our part. To
the Colossians he wrote, “Forgiving one afi-
other, as Christ also forgave you." Whilst we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” His
glorious forgiveness pre-dated the cross, which
fact was a revelation of it. Whilst we were
yet sinners! And so we who have received the

Divine forgiveness must seek to practise it
“Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us,” our Lord taught us
to pray. “Bless those who persecute you.”

Oh, how the world needs to be taught some­
thing of the glory of forgiveness. How God­
like to forgive and how hateful and destructive
is the unforgiving spirit! Peace? New order?
End of war? Never whilst we allow the spirit
of revenge to dominate. We must learn as
individual Christians and we must try and
teach our nation to feel the glory of the for­
giving spirit, and say to all who have injured
us, as did the great King Arthur to his faith­
less queen, “Lo, I forgive, as almighty God
forgives.”

Unless this spirit of forgiveness can dis­
place the spirit of hate and vindictiveness, we
shall, when this present war ends, sow the
seeds of a still worse disaster in some unjust
treaty of peace. The Treaty of Versailles, by
which the last deadly conflict ended, laid the
foundation of years of suffering and the
present war. The Christian church must
do her part to preach the Christian attitude
of forgiveness of our worst foes. Even Christ
forgave us. In this spirit only is it possible
to save the future. Hate creates more hate;
love and forgiveness create new creatures.

I.

Crowded Out.
Allen G. Elliott, M.A., DipBd,

Jesus Christ’s coming was a declaration of
God’s forgiveness. “Show us the Father,”
said Philip, “and it will suffice us." “He
that hath seen me hath seen the Father,” re­
plied Jesus. Oh, what an answer! On the
cross Jesus cried to his Father, “Father, for­
give them." Jesus taught forgiveness, and he
practised it in a way that has amazed all
generations. Oh, for a Christ-like God, our
hearts cry, for we know we could come to
him and be forgiven. That’s exactly what
God is like—like Jesus. I bring you glad
tidings—good news of ’divine forgiveness.

Christ did not create forgiveness in the
Father’s heart. He declared it to us. In the
parable of the prodigal'he tried to make men
see God—the Father. The poor, silly boy,
darkly stained with sin, returns at last to
his father. Doubts as to the reception he
will get haunt him all the way home. But
there is no need for such fears. A long way
off those watching eyes see him, and the old
father runs out to welcome him. Forgive!
Why, my boy, I have already forgiven you and
I have been longing and praying for the hour
when you would come and accept my for­
giveness. That’s exactly the position. God’s
forgiveness has always been a reality. Sin
may shut his face from us and deafen our
ears to his call of love, but never was aught
but forgiveness in the heart of the Eternal.
He forgave from the very beginning, but chose
to reveal that forgiveness in. Christ. s

IL
The Christmas message is not that Christ

loved us and was seeking to reconcile God
to us, but that God loved us and “so loved"
us “that he gave his only Son" to reconcile
us to him. How twisted we have got this
great truth! For centuries theologians have
talker! as if God was an angry God, and had
his face turned away from us. To such teach­
ers Jesus loved us and gave himself to win
God back to us! If such were true then it
would not be the love of God we should glory
in, but the love of Jesus only. Paul knew
better, and wrote positively, “God was in
Christ seeking to reconcile the world to him­
self" (2 Cor. 4: 19, 20). God in Christ. It
was not, then, the redemptive work of the
Son alone but Father and Son, the Father in
the Bon. He forgives, not because Christ died;
that would rob God of his share in redemp­
tion. The cross Is not the cause of forgive­
ness; it is the method of it. God’s forgive­
ness, like his plan of redemption, dates back
into the eternal. "Before the foundation of
the world the Lamb was slain," we are told.

"And she . . . laid him in a manger,
because there was no room in the inn.”—
Luke 2: 7. .

rsuch memorable and touching words does
Luke unfold the situation at Bethlehem on

the first Christmas morning. There was no
room in the inn. Jesus was crowded out.
“He came unto his own, and his own received
him not,” and the tragedy of this first "crowd­
ing-out” was repeated again and again through­
out his life; he had nowhere to lay his head.

1. No Room in the Inn.
The Christ was first crowded out by the

—Bethlehem innkeeperwho, all unwittingly,
kept his best rooms for guests of honor and
left fhe stable for the Son of God. He came—
but without outward pomp or ceremony or
earthly trappings. We have all thought of
it so often, and yet the more we dwell upon
his humble birth the more wonderful becomes
its significance. It was just God’s way. But
evidently the innkeeper was so busy with
the everyday bustle of life that he hadn't
time to pause or try. and understand God’s
way of doing things—and so he missed his
great opportunity.

The wise men put aside their learning that
they might follow the star, and bring their
precious gifts of gold and frankincense and
myrrh. The humble shepherds in the field,
amid their toil, recognised the triumphant
chant of the heavenly host, and hastened to
fender their adoration. Even Herod, deep
down in the tumult of his jealous and fearful
soul, realised in a measure the significance of
the coming of “the King.”

"Who is he, in yonder stall,
At whose feet the shepherds fall?
'Tis the Lord, oh, wondrous story,
’Tis the Lord, the King of glory,
At his feet we humbly fall,
Crown him, crown him, Lord of all!”

But the innkeeper knew him not^and he was
crowded out.

2. No Room in the World.
We do not need to go back as far as the

Bethlehem inn to see the Saviour crowded
out. To-day, yes, before our very eyes, he is
being crowded out. There is no room for 

him in the world. "The prince of this
world” leads his forces continually in an ef­
fort to crowd out the Son of God. Jesus has
been crowded out by materialism. It is a
commonplace that there was no room in the
inn. Why, to-day, there is no room for him
in society or in the council hall. He is crowded
out of our business houses, our markets, yes,
and sometimes there id no room for him even
in our places of worship. His spirit and his
way of life have been politely turned aside.
Even the Christmas season itself has been
commercialised almost beyond recognition. The
men of to-day have lost their way in the
grim shadows of indifference. They have for­
gotten the great Hope of the world. They
have forgotten that

“Hope blossomed into flower
When Christ was born.

He came with love and power
On Christmas mom.”

Take Christ out of Christmas and we have
nothing left. Take the centrfe away, and cling
to the mere outer circumference of life, and
the whole fabric of our faith will fall to pieces.
We sing the old carols again and again, but
sometimes they seem to have lost their mean­
ing. The people of God must strive to re­
invest Christmas with the spirit of the Christ.
Let us be able to say with real meaning, “O
come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.”
What we need is a return to the faith of the
wise men and the shepherds.

The real difficulty, then, seems to rest upon
the fact that there is

3. No Room in the Heart.
Unfortunately this is only too obvious. The

Christ has been crowded out by the individual.
It is all very well for us to look with disdain
at the blindness of the innkeeper and the in­
difference of the world, but it is just as vital
a matter for you and for me.

This Christmastide presents a challenge to
us all. We must seek first things first. In
other words, we must all go back to Bethlehem.

“How far is it to Bethlehem? \
Not very far.

Shall we find the stable room
Lit by a star?

Can we see a little child?
Is he within?
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“If we lift the wooden latch,
- May we go In?

If we touch his tiny hand
Will he awake?

Will he know we’ve come so far
Just for his sake?’’

We must return. We must follow the wise
men and offer our gifts. We remember that
he gave his all. His pilgrimage, that began
so humbly at Bethlehem, had its great tri­
umphant consummation at Calvary. He was
God's gift to mankind, and we cannot realise
to the full the meaning of Bethlehem unless
we also realise the meaning of Calvary. We

ONE of the most beautiful incidents in the
life of our Lord is that in which he came

to his fearful and distressed disciples as they
battled against the storm. He had sent them
away to cross to the other shore alone while
he remained to pray. With his divine per­
ception he knew that the storm would soon
come, and yet he designedly sent his disciples
on this perilous journey alone. Their know­
ledge of the Sea of Galilee prepared them for
the possibilities of the journey, and yet when
they faced the raging of the wind and waves
they became panic-stricken. When Jesus ap­
proached walking on the waves, they thought
him to be a ghost, and their fears increased.
It was then that Jesus said, “Be of good
cheer; it is I.” John tells us they willingly
received him into the ship and there was a
great calm.

Surely this great story is a parable of our
own lives and of the world to-day. We are
entering a new year which to us is an un­
known way. It has many possibilities, but all
its probable happenings are unknown to us.
Joshua said to the children of Israel ere they
went over the Jordan, “Ye have not passed
this way heretofore." So to us the journey of
life is upon an unknown sea, and just as
these disciples started for the other side, so
we each day will be sailing on into a place
we have not seen before. Yet we know enough
of the world as it is to-day to feel that there
are storms ahead. It is a way of great uncer­
tainty and of grave danger. If we really knew
how much we may have to pass through we
might ■. shrink from taking the journey, yet
life is a journey that we all must take.

Some who come to the place of the storm
ask why God allows it. He knows the way
that we take and can foresee all its perils,
yet he allows us to go into them. Surely
Jesus must have had a purpose in sending
these disciples on such a journey alone. Does
it not seem that he was seeking a wonderful
opportunity of showing how much he could
be to these companions of his earthly way?
He watched them, and when he saw them
tolling in rowing he came to them. Our ex­
tremities are God’s opportunities. It is when
we come to the hard and difficult place that
we can realise more than ever how much
Christ is. He is not a spirit, but a living,
ever watching reality. If we look back upon
the-years that have gone, we will recall that
some of our richest experiences, of Christ
have been when we seemed alone toiling in
the storm. -

Let none of us think that we are going a
journey on a calm, untroubled sea. There are
storms ahead. One has said there are greater
storms in our own hearts than evei came
upon the Sea of Galilee. This does not make
us • afraid. It is well to know the nature
of the way we take so that we may be ready
for whatever happens. Once, when we were
going across from Capernaum to the other
side our Moslem boatmen were singing a
song that told that Mohammed was a greater
prophet than Jesus. We told them they were
mistaken, but while it was fine they still 

cannot have Christmas without the cross.
And as he gave all, his matchless love con­
strains us to give our lives in renewed con­
secration as a Christmas offering to our Lord.

May we open our hearts to.receive him.-
Make room, that Jesus may not be crowded
out. Crowded out? Ah, no, we dare not en­
tertain the thought. This Christmastide the
prayer of our hearts in all sincerity, and in
deep humility, shall be—

“O Holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born in us to-day.” 

sang. Then the clouds began to gather
quickly and fear seized them, and despite our
protests they ran the boat ashore and com­
pelled us to land. Faith sings in the storm.
It trusts the Pilot and goes without panic
upon the way. This is the real test of our
religion. It knows Christ in the experience
of every day, whether it is bright or dark, and
knows that he will take us to the other side.

Whatever the new year may have for us, we
may rest assured each day that he who cares
for the sparrow and clothes the lily will care
for us. If we are going upon the journey
alone, we would surely fear as we see the
clouds gathering, but he has said, "Lo, I am
with you alway.” It may be quite true that
we live in the world's darkest hour. Jesus
said, “When ye see these things look up, for
the day of your redemption draweth nigh.”
However that deliverance may come, we can
be assured that it will come. Judson said
when in prison that the future is as bright
as the promises of God. We are facing the
unknown future, and can rest upon the same
assurance. It would not help us if we could
foresee what would come to-morrow. It is
sufficient for us that whatever comes Christ
will be there. He will be with us in every ex­
perience of joy or sorrow, and there will
not be one dark day that he will not know.

As we continue the journey 'into another
year, may we know that Christ is watching
us. When we come to the difficult places he
will be there. He has not invited us to be­
come shipwrecks but to cross to the other side.
When all the storm is over he will be wait-

Heralds of
Arthur Mee.
“TTOMAGE to Arthur Mee, who celebrates
11 his jubilee in the world of journalism

this year. For years he has been finding out
and giving out everything that is lovely and
of good report, everything that is lovely in
the countryside, everything that is lovely In
poetry and literature, everything that is lovely
in the heroic deeds and sacrifices of little-
known or famous men and women. His know­
ledge and his enthusiasms are inexhaustible.
Week after week his 'Children’s Newspaper’
discovers and discloses fresh finds. His Chil­
dren’s Bible, his Children’s Encyclopaidia, his
King’s England series are typical of a search
for knowledge and truth and beauty that
knows no end.”—“British Weekly," 1941.

Mrs. Bramwell Booth.
Mrs. Bramwell Booth has reached her

eightieth birthday. She was congratulated
upon the event by the women officers of the
Salvation Army. Mrs. Booth is still active.
and frequently leads great meetings. Wife of
the second General, she was one of the first
women to be made a magistrate, and is still
a visitor to women’s prisons in the country. 

ing to welcome us in the glory of the eternal
morning. Without him we are in a rudder­
less boat on an angry sea, but with him we
hear his voice daily saying, "Be of good cheer;
be not afraid,” and it is efiough for us to
know that he will be sufficient for every day.

Is God Your Father Christmas?
G. H. Newell.

THE little chap at our place is learning to
say grace. The other day he put his little

hands together, shut his eyes and said,
“Fank you for this food, in Jesus’ name.
Amen.”

After a little while I said to him, "Stanley,
who are you thanking for your food?”

He thought for a moment then replied, "No­
body."

“Oh, yes,” I said, “there is somebody.”
Another think, then a flash in the eyes, a

mystery solved, and he cried, “Father Christ­
mas!"

It took quite a time for the family mirth to
subside. In the end we all learned that we
thank "our heavenly Father."

But it set my thoughts going, and I medi­
tated over the little chap’s thinking. Father
Christmas is somebody you do not see, but
he gives you things. It was but a step from
there to the thought that many people treat
God as if he were a Father Christmas. As
little children write notes to ask for toys,
pray for health and wealth, for their own
children, their loved ones and their own in­
terests. Their prayers circle about their own
desires as a swallow circles about its own
nest. Their idea of God is that he is just
like Father Christmas. A good old man who
just gives and gives, and asks so little in
return.

God is not like Father Christmas. He is a
divine Father who is wise and loves his chil­
dren. In his loving way he gives us what we
need, not what we think we want. Sometimes
we appreciate it, sometimes we do not, but
it is always good for us.

Most of us found out our mistake about
the reality of Father Christmas, and we shall
be much better off spiritually when we find
out our mistake in treating God like a Father
Christmas, instead of a Father who cares
and loves and sacrifices for his children.

It’s a promise, isn't it? When we seek the
kingdom of God these “things” will be given
to us.

the Truth.
Mark Collis.

In the American “Christian Standard" of
October 25, Mark Collis writes: “Henry S.
Earl, an American evangelist, came to Adel­
aide. The largest hall in the city was rented
for him. His preaching was different from
what the people had been accustomed to hear­
ing. The great hall was filled with eager
listeners every Sunday night. My mother,
who was much concerned about my apparent
indifference to spiritual matters, said, ‘Mark,
why don’t you go to hear Mr. Earl? I am
told he is a great preacher.’ I went to hear
him. His preaching interested me as no
preaching before had done. Sunday after
Sunday I joined the crowd that thronged
the Town Hall. As I heard this American
preach on ‘The Great Commission,’ ‘The Good
Confession,’ ‘The Gospel and Its Power,’ ‘What
is Conversion?’ and such subjects, the plan
of salvation seemed to be simple and different
from what I had been taught was God’s plan
of saving mem- After taking time to think
it all over, and after a conference with the
preacher, I was baptised and became a mem­
ber of the Grote-st. church, for which Mr. T.
J. Gore, a native of Nelson County, Ky., a
devout and scholarly man, ministered." ’

The Way of the Storm.
Jas. E. Thomas.
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The Home Circle.
• Conducted by J. C. F. Pittman.

BLESSINGS.

FATHER, make us truly thankful.
Ever grateful for thy care;

Always happy and contented,
Of thy presence oft aware.

Teach us how to count our blessings,
And remember every day,

That the guidance which has led us
Will continue all the way.

"I’ll not fail thee, nor forsake thee,”
Is a promise that endures:

Christ can help us and can keep us
Safe from all enticing lures.

SEVEN THINGS YOU NEVER
REGRET.

1. Showing kindness to an aged person.
2. Destroying the letter written in anger.
3. Offering the apology that saves a friend­

ship.
4. Stopping a- scandal that is wrecking a

reputation.
5. Helping a boy to find himself.
6. Taking time to show your mother con­

sideration.
7. Accepting the judgment of God on any

question. —Roy L. Smith.

We are heirs to all the pledges
Sealed for sin on Calvary,

Our inheritance increasing
In the measure we believe.

Grace ■ conf erreth for the asking,
By his merit and through faith,

What his wisdom knows is treasure
Sparkling rich with heavenly rays.

—Malcolm Laing.

“THANK YOU.”

A DUTCHMAN was possessed of a" grateful
disposition. One day he fell from the

mainmast, of a ship on to the deck below
and broke his leg. He at once exclaimed, not
thoughtlessly, but reverently, “Thank God!”

In reply to someone who expressed surprise
at his remark, he said: “Why, you see, it
might have been my neck!”

It is better to say “thank you” than go
about complaining of Providence or sinking
into a fretful state of mind. Many ills are
slow in leaving the body because the sufferer
is so slow in saying “Thank God" for the
mercies still remaining.

THE BEST PROOF.
TT7E recall Spurgeon's story of the old woman
VV and the agnostic. “What are you read­

ing?” he asked her. “Why,” she said, “the
Word of God.” “The Word of God—who told
you it was?" “He told me himself.” “Told
you so? How?” Looking skyward she said,
“Can you prove there’s a sun in the sky?”
“Why, of course,” replied the agnostic. "The
best proof is that it warms me, and I can see
its light.” “That’s just it,” said the old woman,
“and the best proof that this Book is the
Word of God is that it warms and lights my
soul.”

FROM THE FRYING PAN.
The governor of the state one day appeared

before the convicts at the state prison to
make a speech. Forgetting his audience, he
began in the usual manner: “Fellow Citizens"
—a murmur of laughter ran about the hall.
The governor became confused, and began:
"Fellow Convicts”—the laughter increased.
“Oh, you know what I mean,” he stammered.
“I mean I’m glad to see so many of you
here.” Uproar.

The Family Altar.
TOPIC.—THE CHILDHOOD OF

JESUS.
*

Monday, December 29.

THEY brought him up to Jerusalem, to pre­
sent him to the Lord.—Luke 2: 22.

After the purification, which would take
place on the fortieth day after his birth, the
mother was permitted to enter the temple to
take part in public service, when the best
sacrifice the parents could afford, viz., “a pair
of turtle-doves, or two young pigeons,” was
offered.

Reading—Luke 2: 21-24.
Tuesday, December 30.

Now lettest thou thy servant depart, Lord
. . . in peace.—Luke 2: 29.

Here is a beautiful picture, old Simeon re­
ceiving the babe /esus into his arms, blessing
him, and saying what we now call the “Nunc
Dlmlttis," surely one of the choicest of hymns,
so full of rich sentiment and deep pathos.

Reading—Luke 2: 25-35.
Wednesday, December 31.

And he arose and took the young child and
his mother by night, and departed into Egypt.
—Matt. 2: 14. „

This immediate departure from Bethlehem
and flight into Egypt was In obedience to the
angel’s command. Flight, with- God's children,
is sometimes nobler than fight. In this case
the babe was safer, for the parents would find
friends In Egypt, and possibly renew old ac-
duaintances.

Reading—Matthew 2: 13-18.

Thursday, January- 1.
And the child grew, and waxed strong^ filled

with wisdom: and the grace of God was with
him.—Luke 2: 40.

Jesus grew up like other boys; but, unlike
them, he was perfect, for divinity and human­
ity blended in him as in no others. He grew
strong, and became filled with -wisdom and
divine grace.

Reading—Luke 2: 36-40.
Friday, January 2.

The boy Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem.
—John 2: 43.

That he might listen to the great teachers
of the city schools, Jesus tarried behind after
his parents had commenced their return
journey. Would that all boys were as eager
to learn as was Jesus. -

Reading—John 2: 41-44.
Saturday, January 3.

Jesus advanced ... in favor with God
and man.—Luke 2: 52.

But the subsequent history shows that after
a while men withdrew their favor. “Men ad­
mire holiness until it becomes aggressive, and
then they feel an antagonism against it as
great, or intense, as their previous admiration "

Reading—Luke 2: 51, 52.
Sunday, January 4.

Wist ye not that I must be in my Father’s
house?"—Luke 2: 49.

The constantly repeated words "I must"
suggest Jesus’ absolute submission to his
Father’s will; the remaining in the temple in­
dicates his fervent desire to worship and to
hear God’s word.

Readings—Psalm 146; Matthew 2.

“Tarry Ye.”
Luke 24: 36-53.

Prayer Meeting Topic for December 31.
H. J. Patterson, m.a.

THE apostles had thought it the end, but
it was really the beginning. Their hopes

had fled and Jesus was dead. Then came
the resurrection and the darkness vanished.
There was born a new day, for Jesus lived.
We are at the end of the year 1941. It is the
'last day and the last evening of a year that
has seen many bitter disappointments. The
cross loomed large, and we saw hopes fade
away and die. Then were born new hopes
and help came from unexpected quarters.
Disciples of our Lord, in common with all
others, share in the tragedy and in the new
hope. And now we hear Jesus saying, “Tarry
ye.”

Why?
They had a new story, good news, startling

news, why wait? But Jesus said, “Tarry.”
I trust; that every Christian may carry in his
heart and life good news of the conquering,
triumphant Christ, and that he be ready even
to anxiety to make it known. But there is a
prerequisite. The disciples of old did as they
were told, and stayed in Jerusalem till the
power came upon them. Without the power
of God their message would have been in
vain. Jesus knew and that is' why he urged
them to tarry. As we approach the new year
with its great unknown shall we not also
wait for power? Yet I venture to predict that
not one in ten of Christians will tarry in
prayer. Our King George asked that we go
out taking the hand of God in ours, but did
we? Are we this New Year’s eve seeking that
guidance which as a nation and as individuals
"we so much need? Why? We are not fully
alive to the fact of the risen Christ, nor are
we alive to the need for absolute faith and im­
plicit obedience. We have so often said, What’s
the use? that we begin to believe there is no
power in prayer, and that we can find our
own way and tell the news (if there be any)
in our own strength.
The Need.

The king recognising the need had during
this old year bidden us pray. Thank God for
that leading. He has called because of a
nation’s need, and that ought to be sufficient
reason.

But the need is far deeper and greater than
that. The church is a catholic institution,
and the need is world wide. Men have for­
gotten God and are living without him. We
must call them back. We have the only hope
for world friendship, and it is in the Prince
of Peace. The gospel we preach is a gospel
of unity and goodwill among men, a gospel
of salvation from sin not only hereafter but
here and now. The need is urgent and de­
mands the best of every Christian, and Jesus
knows it, but I hear him say, “Tarry ye,”
even as he did in the beginning. To fail
Christ in this will be for no other reason than
that we do not believe his word is true or we
are too selfish. We've saved ourselves, and
are in danger of losing our own souls again
in a self-centred religion. God forgive us
our apathy and want of power in the old
year. May the New Year which will soon be
upon us see more of the power of God in us
because we have seen the need and have pre-

■ pared accordingly. The need is awful and the
source of power is available, but are we pre­
pared to put ourselves at the place where God
can use us? "Tarry ye.”

Sorrow itself is not as hard to bear as the
thought of sorrow coming. Airy ghosts that
work no harm do terrify us more than men in
steel with bloody purposes.—T. B. Aldrich.



December 24, 1941. THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN. 605

Our Young, People
Conducted by W. R. Hibburt.

□

TRUE AND FALSE MORALE.

THE hour requires some straight thinking
for young men and women on true and

false morale. Is the morale of a cinema
crowd likely to be very high? Does it vary
with a beer party, a card party, or race
meeting? Amongst a given company in an
English village were two soldiers home on
leave after a safe return from Dunkirk, and
naturally, they were appealed to as experts
on morale. Both of them were obviously-
in the best of fettle, but despite much cross-
examination, all they could be induced to say
was, “I don’t rightly know what it is.” At
closing-time one of the local patrons returned
to the attack. Thumping himself a little
boastfully on the chest, he said, “Well, any­
how, I'm full of morale.” With this parting
shot he disappeared into the blackout and was
later discovered by the A.R.P. warden groping
his way from the lily pond on the other side
of the village green. Incidentally, this pic­
turesque but dangerous landmark into which
his temporary morale had led him was as
familiar to him as his own nose. Evidently,
then, we can say that whatever morale is,
there are at least two kinds of it—a true
morale of which its possessor is usually un­
aware, and a false, over-optimistic morale which
is little different from Dutch courage.
Christian- Morale.

Actually “morale" is only another word for
the kind of courage that exists in groups of
people who are bound by common ties and
who have confidence in their common lead­
ers. The groups best qualified to create true
morale are those which honor God and accept
Jesus Christ as their leader. The best way
to improve morale is to understand it. With
this aim in view, read again the Book of
Acts, and the letters of the New Testament.
Note how the early disciples took the strain
and reacted to the stress of the times! Watch
out for Paul's frequent challenges! “Never
be scared for a second by your opponents;
your fearlessness is a clear omen of ruin for
them and of your salvation—at the hands of
God.”' Phil.' 1: ~28 (Moffatt).
Camps Create True Morale.

Those who know the gains of our Christmas
camps will urge that they must not be aban­
doned owing to wartime conditions. They are
creators of true morale. Young men and
women who participate will increase their
sense of community, fortify their minds in
the things that matter most, and enable
themselves to undergird the life of others.

CHRISTMAS CAMP PLANS.
Victoria.—70 registrations have been re­

ceived for the Train-for-Leadership Camp at
Warragul. The camp will be under the
leadership of Sister Mrs. W. Waterman
(hostess), Sister Miss J. Lilburn (assistant),
Bro. W. R. Hibburt director) and C. J. Robin­
son (padre). Bren. G. J. Andrews, A. A.
Hughes and Colin Thomas serve as lecturers.

New South Wales.—The camp will be located
at Kilaben Bay, under the direction of Bro.
Prank Hunting. , ,

Western Australia.—Bro. E. R. Sherman,
youth organiser, is promoting a camp at
Waterman’s Bay. This is being followed by
a boys' camp early in January under the
direction of Bro. T. Bamford.

We learn that the Tasmanian Department
has felt compelled to abandon its camp, but
hope that war emergencies will not necessi­
tate alteration of plans in other States.

News-Letters.
o

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
Roy Raymond.

War.

THE new war in the Pacific, with its initial
surprises, has cast a gloom over everyone.

There are no signs of panic, nor can I discern
as yet any increasing recognition of our need
of God’s help and protection on the part of
the people generally. But this will come,
surely.
Shop Betting.

The bill to amend the law to provide that
betting cases can only be heard by magistrates,
and to facilitate the launching of prosecutions
of owners of belting shops (referred to in my
last letter) has been defeated. This is a great
disappointment to all who work for reform.
Income Tax Deductions.

My readers will not need to know all there
is to know concerning illegal betting in W.A.
to piece together the following interesting bits
of information:—

(a) Police reports indicate that officers of
the law are unable to identify the principals
in the illegal betting business.

(b) The Slate Premier told a questioner in
the Legislative Assembly that fines imposed on
starting price bookmakers were allowable in­
come tax deductions

(c) The Chief Secretary (in reply to a
question in the Legislative Council) has sup­
plied the interesting information that these
taxation deductions applied to the principals
in the illegal betting business. These principals
are the proprietors of the premises in which
the illegal betting takes place. It makes no
difference in these cases who was fined in
court, the proprietor or his employee.

(d) “The Daily News” in an editorial draws
attention to the fact that, the Taxation Depart­
ment seems to have no difficulty in identify­
ing the principals in the illegal business even
if the police are unable to do so. A later com­
ment in the same editorial is this: “But it is
regrettable that what is so easy for the taxa­
tion authorities is so difficult for the police.”
Victory Convention.

For some years we have had a Field Day
conference on home missions just prior- to tak­
ing the annual offering. These special meet­
ings have been held in connection with the
women’s annual H.M. tea and rally. These
sisters' annual rallies have always been one
of the outstanding features of our brotherhood
work. Last year being- jubilee year for our
work, we went a little further and took the
Town Hall for a special Lord’s day afternoon
meeting. Some splendid meetings were also
held at Lake-st. chapel. This year we aimed to
repeat that and called it this year “A Victory’
Convention.” We had some wonderful ad­
dresses by brethren from the country churches,
and by Bro. Wiltshire, who spoke in the Town
Hall. But the attendances were a great dis­
appointment with the exception of the women’s
rally. This may in part he due to the fact that
in other years we held these meetings in
October.
A Camping House.

Our Y.P. and B.S. Department has secured a
piece of land at Waterman’s Bay (12 miles from
Perth), and is planning to erect immediately a
building for permanent camp purposes. The
building will be 32 feet by 16 feet, and it is
hoped will be ready for use for this year’s
Christmas camp.
Personal.

Bro. Chas. H. Hunt has accepted a call to the
work at Fremantle. Mr. and Mrs. Hunt have
been working in the Eastern Wheatbelt over
the past five years. Recently Mrs. Hunt met
with an accident while motoring in Perth and
broke her leg. She is making good progress.

QUEENSLAND.
H. G. Payne.

1940-41.
“The wave is. breaking on the shore,

The echo fading from the chime—
Again the shadow moveth o’er

The dial plate of time.”
/TUSTOM and commonsense demand at this

-V time a reconsideration of ourselves in the
light of another year’s experience. We need
no mummy at our feast, as had the ancient
Egyptians, as a reminder of the transitory
nature of man; the gruesome corpse of the
war is with us.

Blest are we if our- review of the year re­
calls the power and love of God, so that we
may with reverent amazement cry, “What is
man that thou art mindful of him, or the son of
man that thou considerest him?”

The end of a year suggests the end of the
larger year we call life, and the yet longer
year called time. An end implies a beginning.
“Every day is a fresh beginning,

Listen, my soul, to the glad refrain,
And spite of old sorrow, and older sinning,

And troubles forecasted, and possible pain,
Take heart with the day and begin again.”

We of the north greet the brotherhood. With
you we face a hard year. May it be, by his
grace, “an acceptable year.” 

“Christmas Bells.”
Longfellow in his poem tells how he

“Heard the bells on Christmas day,
Their old familiar carols play.”

Their message was “Peace on earth, goodwill
to men.” Then, with the American Civil War
in mind, he says,

“Then from each black, accursed mouth,
The cannon thundered in the south,
And with the sound the carols drowned.”

After taking us through the depths of des­
pair, he ends on the height of confidence:

“God is not dead, nor doth he sleep,
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,
With peace on earth, goodwill to men.”

Surely never was the angelic message more
needed, nor that blessing more intensely en­
treated, than now.

Maj’ the blessing of Bethlehem be ours this
Christmas.
Communion Groups.

Circumstances have made it possible for
your correspondent to listen-in to more church
service broadcasts as an isolated member in
past few weeks than in as many previous years.
There is a wonderful sense of fellowship in
thus sharing spiritually with a host of lis­
teners; even though at its best it lacks the
personal intimacy of being one of a congrega­
tion assembled.

There is a rich experience in being one of
a communion group in a home when one can
tunc into one of our own churches and wor­
ship with the unseen brethren, following the
service in detail, and partaking of the Supper
with them. Or when no church of Christ ser­
vice is obtainable, to have the communion,
then follow the service of some other church.

The wireless simplifies the having of the
breaking of bread by isolated members. Yet
communion groups arc not as numerous as
they could and should be. Many of our
churches in Australia originated in such
gatherings. In Queensland (one cannot speak
for other States) many opportunities of fel­
lowship are being lost, with all their possi­
bilities. A communion group is a fellowship,
a witness, a potentiality.

This is God's way; he does not allow us to
store up manna for the morrow. For those
who trust him he finds both the morrow and
the manna.—Joseph Parker.
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Here and There.
Wc thank friends and readers for their

greetings and good wishes.
The following telegram from Sydney came

on Monday: “Had splendid day Loftus Park
yesterday; fifteen confessions, ten restorations.
—Hinrichsen.”

In a cablegram to Bro. R. Lyall, Bro. Gar­
field Todd indicates that he and his wife and
daughter arrived safely’ in New Zealand for
furlough from mission work in Rhodesia.

Several of our preachers are continuing their
studies at Universities with much success. We
congratulate Bro. Alf. White, preacher of the
church at Brunswick, Vic., who has qualified
for the BA. degree at the Melbourne University.

This is the last issue of the “Christian" for
1941. The first number for the new year will
be published on January 7. The help of
preachers, church officers and agents in sus­
taining the circulation in these difficult times
is kindly solicited.

Bro. A. W. Ladbrook, M.A., of South Africa,
is assisting the church at Capetown for a few
months. At the beginning of 1942 Bro. and
Sister Ladbrook are to begin a ministry with
churches at Beroni and Brakpan, on the Gold
Reef, 20 miles from Johannesburg.

With the passing of Dr. Head, Archbishop
of Melbourne, Victoria has lost a friend of all
movements encouraging the closer co-operation
of Christians. He was a gracious and kindly
friend of all who stood for rightcousne_ss and
truth in the community. We extend our
sympathy to those who have lost a close
friend and co-worker.

Stanley Chambers, who is serving abroad
with the A.I.F, has written to the editor of
“The Christian Advocate," England, stating
that “his Australian mail comes quite regularly,
and that in the ‘Australian Christian’ he has
been reading news of England. Even in these
days of high speed it is not always by the
quickest route that ■ news travels.”

At South Yarra, Vic., the year’s close has been
marked by very fair meetings. Women’s Guild
and Mission Band showed a year of splendid
service for others. The Good Companions
closed the year happily under Miss Roberts
and her helpers. Miss Johnes and kinder­
garten staff had a successful night with scholars
and parents. Mr. A. W. Connor has accepted
the church’s invitation to continue his ministry'
until February, 1943.

We learn that it is possible that children
will be evacuated from certain Victorian areas.
It is likely that most parents will prefer their
children to be evacuated by their day schools
so as to be in touch with their own teachers
and schoolmates, and thus soften the blow of
being away from home. Should it be necessary
to make other arrangements, the social service,
young people’s and conference secretaries will
do all within their power to help. In this
case they will have need to depend upon the
ready co-operation of our country churches,
preachers and Bible schools.

Principal Wm. Robinson, writing in “The
Christian Advocate" on the Victorian Committee
of Baptists and churches of Christ to encour­
age union, says, “I do hope that in all these
discussions now going on in America, New
Zealand and Australia attention will not
be centred alone on the doctrine of baptism,
but that an equal place will be given to what
our forefathers called, ‘worship according to
the primitive order of the church.’ This is a
most important matter. It is not just a ques­
tion of how frequently the Lord’s supper is
observed, whether weekly or monthly, but of
what is Christian worship? What actions docs
the church perform when she gathers together
on the Lord’s day to worship? Does she gather
for ‘the breaking of the bread,’ with all that 

that includes of corporate worship, or docs she
gather for some other purpose? That is the
question. What we have to contribute here
is perhaps our greatest gift, to the church -uni­
versal, and it would be a pity if this were lost
sight of, especially’ at a time when practically
every scholar now justifies the line which was
taken by.Alexander Campbell.”

Lygon-st. Methodist church (Melbourne) and
church of Christ are doing a fine combined
work in open-air Ynectings. Bro. Raisbcck
has fitted a loud speaker in a caravan, that
the messages may be heard a long way off.
Final C.E. social for year at Lygon-st.
was held on Dec. 17, and kindergarten had a
Christmas tree on 20th. Two splendid scr-

One Year to Live.

If I had but one year to live,
One year to help, one year to give,
One year to love, one year to bless,
One year of better things to stress,
One year to sing, one year to smile,
To brighten earth a little while;
One year to sing my Maker’s praise,
One year to fill with work my days,
One year to strive for a reward,
One year to strive before my Lord;
I think that I would spend each day
In just the very self-same way
That I do now, for from afar,
The call may come to cross the Bar
At any time, and I must be
“Prepared to meet Eternity.”
So if I have a year to live,
Or just one day in which to give
A pleasant smile, a helping hand,
A mind that tries to understand
A fellow creature when in need,
’Tis one with me, I take no heed,
But try to live each day he sends,
To serve my gracious Master’s ends.

Mary Davis Reid.

vices were held on Dec. 21. In moruing Bro.
Baker spoke on “The Faithful Shepherd.” At
night the choir rendered special items, includ­
ing Barnby’s “First Christmas.” Bible school
presented a reading lamp to Bro. Ted Thomp­
son on his approaching marriage.

Bro. R. L. Arnold spoke at both services at
Ann-st., Brisbane, on Dec. 14. Several visitors
came in morning. At night a young girl de­
cided for Christ. On Dec. 21 Bro. Arnold spoke
in morning on “Christmas Time.” A farewell
tea attended by 75 was tendered Bro. Arnold
in the social hall, and a presentation was made
on behalf of the church. Bro. Clothier, repre­
senting the board, presented a gold wristlet
watch to Bro. Arnold and to Mrs. Arnold a
bedroom clock. Bro. C. R. Burden, repre­
senting Federal Executive; Bro. T. Ferguson,
C.F.A.; Bro. Greenwood, Home Mission or­
ganiser; Bro. Kirkwood, South Brisbane cir­
cuit; and Bro. Gordon Clare, representing
young people, were speakers. Members sin­
cerely regret Bro. Arnold’s leaving, and wish
him well in his new field. At gospel meeting
Bro. Arnold’s subject was “Let us go to Bethle­
hem.” A young girl was immersed and a
young woman and a man confessed Christ.
The quartette party sang two items, and Bro"
Dillon a solo. 168 broke bread for the day.

Frankston, Vic.

THE concluding meetings in connection with
the opening of the chapel nt Frankston, Vic.,

were well attended. At the C.E. rally on
Dee. 16 Mr. Bond was chairman. Mr. Hibburt
brought a challenging address on “The Faith
Column.” Mr. Jones, College • of the Bible,
took part in meeting. Mr. Watkins was soloist.
At the women’s inspirational meeting a happy
time of fellowship was enjoyed. Miss Ellis
presided. Mrs. Bently read the 90th Psalm.

New Chapel at Frankston, Vic.
Greetings were given by Mrs. Bischoff, presi­
dent of Women’s Conference, women’s auxiliar­
ies of local churches and W.C.T.U. Mrs.
McCann spoke helpfully on “Building the
Church." Mrs. Gove was soloist. Miss Sheehan
kindly assisted at organ. We thank those
who helped at all meetings, Misses Lilburn,
Sheehan, Mrs. Gourlay, Mr. H. Lee, Mr. Brown,
organists; Mr. Cuddy, Mr. R. Lang, Miss W.
Lee, Mrs. Gove and Mr. Watkins, soloists.
Thanks arc extended to all who helped by their
presence and gifts.

NEW FEATURES FOR THE NEW YEAR.
1. To avoid confusion we shall use initials

of Christian names of persons. Where these
are not given or needed we shall prefix “Mr.,"
“Mrs.,” or “Miss” to the name.

2. Only in exceptional circumstances do we
desire to use in news notes the titles of ad­
dresses and of sermons. This will help to con­
serve space.

3. We shall present “news-letters” and
“mission notes" with titles (o’ indicate chief
features of news.

4. Book reviews and notes on hymns will
appear regularly’.

5. Mr. H. J. Patterson, M.A., will contribute
a devotional article each week.

6. A page is to be devoted to the preachers
each month for the discussion of some problem.

7. Then, as we have announced before, Mr.
A. R. Main, M.A., is to write on current events
and thought.

8. From time to time other features may be
introduced. We ask for th<? co-operation of
all our friends to maintain a high standard,
to send news that is stated concisely and that
is of interest to a wide circle of readers, and
to place the paper in every church home. It
is your paper; let all make the best use of it
in spreading the truth of the gospel and the
ideals of the Restoration Movement.

BOMBED BRITISH CHURCHES.
fPHE brotherhood will be pleased to learn that
-L the sum of £90 has been sent to England
per telegraphic transfer. This means that the
money will be to hand prior to Christmas.

Further sums have come to hand since the
first draft was sent. It seems possible that a
further substantial amount might be sent shortly
after the Christmas season.

Will all who have amounts on hand forward
promptly, and others who contemplate giving
a gift do so promptly, as we should definitely
close the appeal by the end of January, 1942.
—A. Anderson, secretary, Federal Executive.
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Perth.—At church
ful talk by Bro A. M.
preceded an interesting u
A. B. Povey and C. L. <
Churches of Christ 'justifying
To-day?” On morning of Dec.-..
Raymond gave a profitable exhortation o..
God Laughs.” At gospel service Bren. E. .
Berry and A. B. Povey rendered a duct. Bro.
J. Wiltshire delivered a forcible message on
‘‘Blind Bartimanis.” Afterwards he gave a
broadcast address on “Christ—Life’s Criterion."

QUEENSLAND.
East Ipswich.—Recently the Ladies’ Guild

presented the church officers with £15 to help
reduce the debt, on the chapel. Visiting and
local brethren are carrying on the work of
speaking. In addition to the usual Christmas
tree, goods and money were provided to help
the City Mission work.

Gympie.—On Dec. 14 Sister Mrs. Turner was
welcomed by transfer from Maryborough. Bro.
L. Larsen, of Bundaberg, was present, on chap­
laincy duty in local camp. Church and auxili­
aries have collected a good supply of reading
matter for the camp. Teachers’ meeting . on
Dec. 17 prepared plans for 1942 and reported
a successful year's’work, with a satisfactory
credit balance.

Monkland.—On Dec. 9 the J.C.E. took the
form of a cottage meeting, in the home of
Mrs. W. Runge. Bible school prize-giving and
Christmas tree were held on Dee. 14. J.C.E.
contributed several items to a united C.E.
concert on Dec. 16, in aid. of Queensland C.E.
Field Ambulance. The first wedding ■ in the
chapel was celebrated on Dec. 10, when Miss E.
Lewis, of Cracow, was married to Mr. L. Meads,
of Monkland.

Charters Towers.—Bro. G. T. Miller com­
menced his ministry with the church on Dec. 7.
An induction service was held on Dec. 11, Bro.
H. E. Greenwood, Brisbane, conducting. At
gospel service on1 Dec. 14 Bro. Miller spoke on
“A Challenge to a Man.” A young lady ac­
cepted Christ. Bro. S. Melvin and Sister P.
M. Tucker were married on Dec. 6. Prior to
this a gift evening was held at residence of
Bro. and Sister H. S. Coward.

Maryborough.—On Nov. 30 Bro. Alan Price
gnvc the broadcast address. -On Dec. 7 Bro.
Dollinger attended Gympie anniversary ser­
vices. In his absence Bro. J. Ingham spoke in
morning and Bro. H. J. Wiltshire preached at
night. Sister Lily ’ Rampton and Bro. Harold
Haupt were riiarried on Dec. 17. At a social
evening on Dec. 12 a presentation was made
to them from church members. At last offi­
cers* meeting £20 was handed in from. Ladies
Guild. Bro. J. Russell has left for Gympie.

VICTORIA.
Carlton (Queensberry-st.).—A social to close

the year's .mission work was held on Dec. lb.
The Bible school had a picnic at Hampton
on afternoon of Dec. 20.

Drumcondra.—On Dec. 14 Bro. C. Fletcher
gave the morning address. At night Bro. Dud­
ley spoke on “Wonderful Jesus. ’ On Dec. 1 >
a Christmas tree was held for kindergarten.
On Dec. 21 Bro. Dudley spoke at 11 on lhe
Presence of Christ.” Al 7 a choral service
was held. Bible school is in recess for two
weeks.

preached
War and Cm...
ness meeting treasi...
balance of £83. S.S. held ,.
Dec. 16. On Dec. 21 Bro. Davey auun
church on “Until the Harvest.”

Hampton.—The LadieS’ • Guild recently gave
an enjoyable concert. Kinders were given a'
party on Dec. 13 and primary one on 20th.
.Other functions closing activities for the year
have also taken place. On evening of Dec. 21
an augmented choir provided a choral pro­
gramme after usual gospel service.

Melbourne (Swanston-st.).—On Dec. 21 Bro.
Hughes gave appropriate messages for the
Christmas season. At evening service the
choir rendered several choruses from Handel’s
oratorio “The Messiah,” and solos were taken
by Mrs. Hutchinson, Mrs. F. L. .Mitchell,
Messrs. Lomax and Robert Hardy.

Frankston.—Al first gospel meeting in chapel
on Dee. 14 a young married woman confessed
Christ. At morning service on Dec. 21 Bro.
Hillbrick gave a Christmas message. Kinders
met for first time in prettily arranged vestry
with Sisters D. McLear and Hinde as leaders.
Bro. Bond. spoke at evening service.

Chelsea.—On Dec. 20 a Christmas tree and
social evening were held for Bible school at
which 107 children were present. Bro. Hunt’s
morning address on Dec. 21 was on “Putting

‘on Christ”; in evening he brought a Christ­
mas message. . Following the service the in:
termediate Endeavorers had a Christmas carol
service.

Footscray.—Tottenham S.S. held anniversary
on Dec. 14. Bren. Ritchie and Nixon were
speakers. Children sang splendidly under
leadership of Bro. Cousins. On Dec. 20 a
very successful “old folks’" tea whs given by
Y.P.S.CE. A happy time was experienced by
kinders of Yarraville, Tottenham and Foots­
cray Sunday schools on Dec. 20, and at a social
for older scholars on Dec. 22 led by Bro. H.
Pietzsch.

Ormond.—On Dec. 20 a social was held at
which presents were given to Sister Mavis
Blackwell and Bro. A. Knee from Bible school
and church on the eve of their marriage. On
Dee. 21 Bro. C. L. Lang gave a good address
at worship service and at night his address
on “The First Christmas” was illustrated with
lantern and slides. Bro. R. Lang sang a solo.
71 broke bread for day. Home mission offer­
ing is £15/11/-.

Oakleigh.—At worship service on Dee. 14, Bro.
J. I. Mudford gave a helpful talk on “Faith.”
At close of Bro. McCullough's gospel address
two young people made the good confession.
On Dec. 21 there were 126 in Bible school.
Junior and intermediate departments had a
combined session, using film projector to il­
lustrate Christmas hymns and lesson. Choir
and soloists rendered Christmas music at
evening service, Bro. McCullough giving an
appropriate address.

vice on eve>n*.c
Doncaster.—There were guou u-

Dec. 21, Bro. Banks speaking. Christmas carols
were sung during half-hour preceding gospel
service. Items by choir and junior Bible school
girls were given. Bro. Don Petty assisted
with a solo. C.E. society held a social at
final meeting for year. Christmas tree gather­
ing was held on evening of Dec. 20, when
kindergarten scholars received gifts. Sister
Herbert Clay, who has been in indifferent
health for some time, is again able to meet
with tlie church. Bro-. Henry Zelius, who has
been unwell, is also improving.

Ringwood.—On Nov. 25 Mrs. Pratt, president
of W.C.T.U., held a garden party in aid of
Free Kindergarten. Mrs. Beresford Jones was
speaker. On Nov. 23 and 30 Bible school an­
niversary services were held. Singing was
excellent under baton of Bro. A. H. Pratt,
whose subjects were “The Old Violin” and
“Trees.” Bro. H. Campbell gave an illustrated
address and Bro. H. Patterson one on “Safety
Zones.” The concert programme on Dee. 4
was of a high order. On Dec. 7 Chaplain C.
Young gave an appreciated address. The work
of Bro. and Sister A. H. Pratt continues to
bring blessing and comfort.

Essendon.—Bro. A. E. Illingworth on Dec. 14
and 21 gave helpful addresses. Annual thanks­
giving night was held on Dec. 9, when over
£102 was handed in by representatives- of all
auxiliaries. Bro. Illingworth presided, and
was assisted by Bren. A. G. E. Smith, B. J.
Kemp and D. G. Ferguson. Many ladies of the
church were present at a basket picnic ar­
ranged by W.C.T.U. in Queen's Park. On
Dec. 16 the kindergarten under Miss McGregor
held a Christmas tree. Canteen orders for
boys from the church overseas are being ar­
ranged. A special offering was received on
evening of Dee. 21 for B. and F. Bible Society.

Maryborough.—Since Bro. Hollard's return
meetings have been fairly well attended. He
has officiated at the funeral of Mrs. McNieol.
Bro. Reedhead and Bro. Chas. Russell, all old
members of churches of Christ. Bro. Renton,
an esteemed elder, has also passed on. The
church has lost Bro. and Sister Chiswell to
St. Arnaud. Y.P. distributed Christmas cheer
to shut-ins around the town. Bro. Hepburn
has returned from hospital. The church has
received a beautiful pulpit from Ladies’ Aid
and also a hymn-board as a gift from Mr.
Branton. Seats of the church have been
painted by the brethren. At Christmas services
the chapel was full at both services. The
choir sang several pieces, and Bro. Holland
spoke at night on “The First Christmas and
This One.” Owing to activities of Seventh
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churches^ uew senolurs being enrolled each
Sunday. K.S.P. and P.B.P. combined for a
social on Dec. 15. Prayer meetings are held
on Wednesday evening especially for the nation.
Home mission offering was almost £40, half
from the special offering and half from duplex
envelopes. The church expresses sympathy to
Wright and Broussard families in their recent
bereavement.

Gardiner.—Mr. W. R. Hibburt was speaker at
K.S.P. Club (2nd degree) anniversary on Dec. 9,
and also visited Y.P.S.C.E. meeting on same
evening. Bro. Haggcr was speaker at each
service on Dec. 14 and 21. Instead of the
usual Christmas tree, the kindergarten chil­
dren had special celebrations on Dec. 21, when
gifts were presented to each child. An appeal
to the whole school in aid of~ Sutherland Homes
resulted in several boxes of toys and books,
etc., and £2/15/5 being donated on Dec. 21.
Gospel meeting was a Christmas service, with
Christmas music by choir. A young woman
confessed Christ. An offering in aid of
bombed British churches amounted to £7/0/2.
Letters of transfer have been received from
North Richmond for Ralph and Keith Hall.
Early Sunday morning and week-night cottage
prayer meetings are being arranged by
Y.P.S.C.E. in connection with a special week of
meetings to be held in February.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
Whyalla.—On Dec. 13 Christmas tree and

party were held for school and cradle roll at
home of Sister Mrs. James. Sisters Mrs. Berry
and Mrs. James were presented with gifts in
appreciation of services rendered and use of
their homes for school purposes.

Dulwich.—Bro. and Sister Collins have been
welcomed on return from holiday. Sister
Miss Alice Kentish and her helpers conducted
excellently arranged Christmas party for hin­
ders. Bren. A. B. West and E. Jcisman have
had final leave following militia call-up.

Murray Bridge.—W.C.T.U. Youth League social
was held Dec. 13. Circuit services at Burdette
and Pompoota were conducted by Bren. Lin.
Fitzgerald and Chas. Grundy. On Dec. 14, Bro.
N. G. Noble’s evening Murray Bridge message
was “The Armageddon.” Junior and Inter­
mediate held a social on Dec. 15, and their
work demonstration on Dec. 21. The preacher’s
pre-Christmas messages were “The First Com­
ing of Christ’’ (H a.m.) and “The Second
Coming” (7 p.m.). Further Christmas greet­
ings to the church have been received from
A.I.F. brethren in Palestine. Fellowship of
visiting brethren is much appreciated.

- *u
..a week prayer

.unity was taken to
lister Vaughton, who have

.csiaence in the country after over
•s of fellowship with the church here.

rresentations were made on behalf of church
and Dorcas Society, and a social time was
spent together. The church is enjoying fel­
lowship with Bro. Gordon Ellis, home on
vacation from Glen Iris, Vic. On Dec. 21
Bro. Hurrcn addressed the church in morning,
and at night conducted a Christmas choral
service, when the choir rendered special sing­
ing under baton of Bro. W. Watson.

Cottonville.—Kinders’ Christmas party was
held on Dec. 13. Bro. Manning, preacher of
the church, sprained his ankle and was com­
pelled to rest for a few days. Bro. A. Brown
spoke on morning of Dec. 14 and Bro. W.
Green at night. New carpet has been laid and
a new gas heater installed for baptistery. The
uplift of the recent mission is still being ex­
perienced, and a fortnight ago Mrs. Coney
came forward; she will attend Fullarton church.
At last officers’ meeting C. Hogben and R. Brand
were welcomed as elder and deacon respectively.
Bro. M. Aird has been appointed an elder. Bro.
W. Gloyn was re-elected secretary of church.

Balaklava.—Recently Henry Carslake, of Avon,
was baptised and received into fellowship. Dor­
cas gift afternoon on Dec. 4 realised approxi­
mately £7/10/-. On Dec. 8 a social was held in
honor of Bro. Ron. Nancarrow (2nd A.I.F.).
Farewell was also said to Sister Mary Webb
and Bro. Bert Curtis, who have since left for
city. Ladies’ Guild held a break-up social on
Dec. 10, a feature being a cooking competition.
Bro. Bartlett gave farewell addresses on
Dec. 14. Subjects were “Standing for God”
and “The Best Wish for All.” A social was
tendered Bro. Bartlett and family the follow­
ing evening. Bro. H. Roberts made a presenta­
tion on behalf of church. Kindergarten Christ­
mas tree and party were held on Dec. 20. Bro.
W. Pearl is to be preacher until Bro. Hutson
commences his ministry on Feb. 1. Bro. Geoff.
Whiting is home on college vacation.

Unley.—For three Sundays there have been
united meetings after church at Ozone Theatre.
Several have been w'on to Christ as a result.
Speakers were J. H. Crossley (Piric-st. Method­
ist), J. A. Lewis (Flindcrs-st. Baptist) and E. H.
Watson (Northgate-st. Baptist). At last meet­
ing our preacher offered prayer and Dr. P. S.
Messent presided. Endeavorcrs visited Home
for Incurables and conducted a Christmas ser­
vice, distributing sweets and biscuits. They
visited Sunset Lodge, the elderly folk enjoying
the programme. Gifts were forwarded to Grote-
st. Mission and Colebrook Home, Quorn. A
donation was given to Pt. Adelaide Mission.
The officers have agreed to a suggestion to
have a youth council. On Dec. 13 a good num­
ber gathered for play evening by members of
Torch Club. The girls hope to clear £5 to­
wards support of Indian orphan and a propor­
tion to a patriotic fund.

. COO.
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/ Pond, B.A., visited
ablic school on Dec. 10.

Sunday night services.
.□ month were Bren. Adams,

11. Wilson.
. -Un Dec. 14 the conference presi-

, Bro. Stimson, gave an appropriate mes­
sage at morning service. On Dec. 21 there
were good audiences. At night the choir ren­
dered “The Messiah” under baton of Mr. Vivian
Peterson, B.A. Church expresses sympathy
with relatives of late Mrs. Spencer, for years
a loyal member; Mrs. Douglas, loved by all;
and Master Alan McDonald, a lad with a rare
Christian witness.

Granville.—Women’s Fellowship afternoon be­
fore holiday recess on Dec. 18 was attended
by 30; Mrs. Pond presided. Miss Hanson (sec­
retary) reported continued payments for re­
duction of building debt. Boys’ and girls’
clubs held social evening, and made a presen­
tation to Bro. P. J. Pond in token of apprecia­
tion. On Dec. 14 Bro. Pond preached on “Bible
Prophecies.” Other speakers recently: Bren.
Bunker, Hibbard, Kenyon and Roberts. Kinder
Christmas tree and party on Dec. 13 were well
attended.

Borrowed.
ON top of the marble slab which marks the

grave of George Meredith, whose bright and
glancing intelligence is a radiant legacy, are
the words—“Life is a little holding lent to do
a mighty labor.” It is not a right, but a gift,
a loan.

Yes, we live in a borrowed world; we did not
make it. A secondhand World, so to speak—
millions have walked its green swards before
us, and looked up at its star villages. The
blood in our veins, our language, our religion,
are gifts from the past.

The greatest Life ever lived on earth and
among men came down from above, at once a
beacon and a benediction. Jesus lived with­
out the things which we think necessary to
make life rich and happy. He had no money,
no office, only a seamless robe.

Turned away—crowded out—of the inn, his
mother took refuge in a grotto stable, and her
child was born in a borrowed manger, lent for
pity of a poor pilgrim maid. It was no ac­
cident, no mere gesture of poverty; it was a
divine revelation.

“The birds have nests, the foxes have holes,
but the Son of man hath not where to lay’ his
head, said Jesus. He slept under a borrowed
roof in a borrowed bed; he ate the bread of
hospitality’—turning it into a sacrament of
blessing.

In a borrowed boat he sailed across Lake
Galilee. He borrowed the lunch of John Mark
with which to feed the people who followed
him. On Palm Sunday he borrowed the donkey-
on which he rode into the Holy City amid the
songs of little children.

At last he borrowed the upper room in
which he celebrated the passover and the last
supper. He died on a borrowed cross, and at
the end his broken body was laid in a borrowed
tomb. Yet he did more good, and brought
more blessing, than all of us.

Here to-day and to-morrow gone—how dare
we talk of ownership, of “mine,” or live with
grasping greed, in face of One who owned
nothing, yet made us rich beyond all drcams 1
—Dr. Fort Newton.
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Open Forum
FOR “CHRISTIAN" READERS.

[Correspondents are reminded that letters
should not he more than 300 words in length,
that names and not pseudonyms should be used,
and that once a writer has had his say on a
particular topic he should leave the way open
for somebody else. We do not desire unsatis­
factory crossfiring. The insertion of a letter
does not imply editorial approval of its con­
tents.—Ed.]

HONOR ROLLS.

RECENTLY I read in the “Christian” that
one of our churches of Christ had un­

veiled a roll of honor which contained the
names of men who had enlisted in the present
war, and I have’seen in one of our churches
a memorial tablet to a soldier who fell in the
1914-1918 war surmounted by such death-deal­
ing devices as- .303 military rifles.

I believe that the reasons for placing the
name's of men who go to war on an honor
roll in the church are far outweighed by con­
siderations of refusing to give a false lead
to young church attendees. To me this seems
just one more method of glorifying war in
the minds of the young ones who follow us.

Other nations have done wickedly and are
now paying the price. If we desire to honor
our soldiers, let us place honor rolls and
memorials in civic positions. Let us honor the
house of God, and refuse to carry the result
of our sin right into the place where we wor­
ship the One who died to make all men breth­
ren.—F. Wilson.

Queensland Women’s Auxiliary.

THE sisters met in Ann-st. chapel on Thurs­
day, Dec. 11. Devotions were led by Mrs.

Smithcreen (Hawthorne). In absence of the
president, Mrs.. Wcndorf, through illness, Mrs.

. Westwood (vice-president) took the chair.
Mrs. Williams gave a devotional talk based

on John 4: 13-17.
Treasurer’s Report (Mrs. Fulton).—General

fund, 17/4; W.M.B., £49/9/5; total, £50/6/9.
Quarterly reports were received.
Home Missions (Mrs. Bates).—Hawthorne,

£2/10/-; Moorooka, £1/0/3; Townsville, 10/-;
Toowoomba, 10/-; Sunnybank, 10/-; Mrs. Brown,
4/6’; Mrs. Cutler, 10/-; Mrs. Johnson, £10;
social evening, 10/-; Mrs. Wendorf, £1; total,
£17/3/9.

Overseas Mission (Mrs. Berlin).—Donations
for Christmas cheer for India and New Heb­
rides: Ann-st.-, £8/8/6; Townsville, 5/-; Mac­
kay, £1; Ipswich, £1/2/6; Gympie, £1/13/-;
Wynnum, £1/3/1; Albion, £2/10/-; Toowoomba,
£4/0/3; Roma, 9/6; Maryborough, £1; Moorooka,
£1/7/4; Ma Ma Creek, £2/12/-; Kingaroy, £2/3/8;
Mrs. Lade (Darwin), 4/-; Kcdron, 12/6; total,
£28/12/3. Milk fund: Maryborough, £1; Nanango,
10/-.

Women’s Mission Band (Mrs. Burdeu).—One
new band formed (Townsville). Total cash to
date, £60/8/5.

Social Service (Mrs. Burdeu) received 88 ar­
ticles of clothing and distributed 35 articles
and 20 parcels of groceries.

Prayer Meeting (Mrs. Hain).—Very fine meet­
ing held at Sunsetholmc. Offering, £1/2/8 for
Christmas cheer for the old folk.

Temperance and Hospital (Mrs. Brown).- 19
Christmas parcels ready for distribution to
hospitals.

Isolated (Mrs. Finger).—29 letters and Christ­
mas cards sent.

Mrs. Munro (obituary).—10 letters of sym­
pathy; 2 replies.

S.H.S. (Mrs. Brooke).—Canteen orders and
letters sent to troops overseas; 16 replies.

Splendid H.M. meetings held at Hawthorne
and Moorooka.—(Mrs.) D. Harlen, “Winona,
Sunnybank, secretary.

S.A. Sisters’ Auxiliary,

DECEMBER meeting was held at Grote-st. on
Dec. 3, Mrs. G. .Rootcs in chair. Devotional

session was led by Mrs. Siggs, her message
being “Blessed Lord Jesus.” Mrs. Ross Graham
rendered a solo. Attendance, 86, 52 being
delegates.

Treasurer’s Report.—Home Missions, cash in
hand, £13/1/6; Overseas, cash in hand, £17/19/1;
General Fund, £4/11/6; Catering Fund, £9/18/6.

A letter of appreciation was received from
N.S.W. sisters for hospitality of S.A. sisters
during Federal. Conference.

Obituary.—The ,following sisters had received
the home-call: Mrs. Freestun (Unley), Mrs.
Rule (Kadina), Miss Santo (Unley), Mrs. J.
Rule (Maylands). Letters of sympathy were
sent to the bereaved, also to Mrs. Bartlett and
Mrs. Rankinc in their sad losses.

Home Mission Committee.—Mrs. Verco read
a pleasing account of work at Whyalla. Dur­
ing August, Id. per week amounted to £4416/8.

Overseas Committee.—Collections for month,
£5/9/5. Miss Grant led the missionary prayer.

Hospital Committee.—94 visits paid to Royal
Adelaide, Children’s, Keswick, Sunset Lodge,
Escourt House, Home for Incurables, Cottage
Homes, and private cases. Sweets, eggs,
flowers, fruit and other dainties were given;
2/1 on table.

Prayer Meeting Committee.—Visits were paid
to Mrs. Harding (York) and Mrs. McGregor
(Forestville).

Temperance Committee.—A number of Bible
schools distributed literature and had special
speakers for World’s Temperance Sunday,
Nov. 27. Collection, £1/6/9.

Devotional leader for February, Mrs. Trow­
bridge.—Mrs. H. R. Charlick, assistant secty.

ADDRESSES.
W. R. C. Bell (secretary Forestville church,

S.A.).—82 South-rd, Glandorc.
A. R. Main, M.A. (Principal, Churches of

Christ Bible College, N.S.W.).—57 The Point­
ed., Woolwich, N.S.W. Tel., Hunter 954.

E. R. Sherman (youth organiser and preacher
Inglewood church, W.A.).—132 Seventh-ave.,
Maylands.

KESWICK BOOK DEPOT,
Parcels of delayed goods have just been re­

ceived from the' following publishers: Gallo­
way’s, C.S.S.M., Nelson’s, Bagster's, the S.G.M.,
Pickering & Inglis, Marshall, Morgan & Scott,
Hodder & Stoughton, Kirkbride (Thompson
Chain Reference Bibles), S.P.C.K. Other par­
cels arc expected week by week.

The “Cheering Words” Calendars, however,
are still delayed but expected during January.

Good stocks “Daily Light” Calendars at 2/6
are still available, also “Daily Text” Calendar
at 1/-, “The Bible Almanac,” 6d., and many
others.

Write for November “Keswick Quarterly.”
315 COLLINS STREET. MELBOURNE.

IN MEMORIAJL
ANDERSON.—Loving memories of our loved

one—Adiel J. L. Anderson—who passed to
higher service Dec. 27, 1936.

MOYSEY.—In memory of our beloved parents,
who were called to higher service on Dec. 26,
1926, and Nov. 14, 1924; also our dear brothers,
Syd., called home Feb. 3, 1924, and George,
May 19, 1932. Our treasured memories.

A MAGAZINE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
“PURE WORDS”

Through Church Agent, 1/- yr.; posted
direct, 1/6.

'Picture!. SlCtuton Noto, Stamp Cotluttng,
Y.fy.L. Item), Correspondence, etc.

Samples on Application.
Austral Printing & Publishing Co. Ltd,

528, 530 Elizabeth St, Melbourne, Vic.
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State style preferred, and price you are prepared

to pay, and we will send a book on approval
AUSTRAL PRINTING & PUBLISHING CO.

528, 530 Elizabeth St., Melbourne
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BETTER FEET. BETTER HEALTH.
HAD API? I TUD M-AJ.S.Ch. (Melb.),
nUlUiUlJ JuElJj D.I.SJ’. (London).

FOOT SPECIALIST
Successfully Treats All Foot Ailments.

Evening Appointments if Desired.
LEE’S PHARMACY, 108 Greville St.Prahran

LA 1036.
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Do You Want a Diamond Ring
Made to your order at no extra cost? If so,

Consult B.J.KEMPJEWELLER |
288 Lit. Collins St, Melb. 6tb floor

REPAIRS PROMPTLY EXECUTED
YOU CAN DEPEND ON ME Cent. 8604
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NERVES, CATARRH, ULCERS,
GALLSTONES, ETC.

TAKE BOTANIC REMEDIES,
Many Testimonials.

Consult H. WATSON
(of India).

Room S, 4th Floor, McEwnn House,
343 Lit. Collins St., Melb, C.1.

’Phone, M5019.
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BROADCAST SERVICE.
Sunday, Dec. 28, 1.30 to 2 p.m, Young Peo­

ple’s Training for Leadership (’.amp at War-
ragul, Vic, station 3 UL.
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Foreign Missions.
Conducted by A. Anderson, 261 Magill-rd„ Tranmere, S.A.

ISLAND TOPICS.

BRO. and SISTER D. G. HAMMER, who
reached Australia in November, have now

arrived in Adelaide. A well-attended welcome
meeting was arranged, and Bro. and Sister
Hammer gave splendid messages on how God
had opened doors for them in the islands. As
an indication of how the people had responded
in recent years, he instanced how about 170
people attended their welcome service, but at
their farewell over 430 were present, more than
100 of whom had to remain outside the build­
ing. The spiritual growth of the people was
also marked, and there was a great desire on
behalf of the people to preach the gospel to
their own people.

When Bro. Dudley started a few years ago it
was difficult to get men to help in the work,
especially' manual work—men for boat's crew,

Rebuilt Mission House, Aoba.
This house is now the home of Sisters Clip­
stone and Wakely. It was the original Pentecost
house, and was pulled down and rebuilt at
Nduindui. It makes comfortable quarters for
the nurses. The old mission house at Ndui­
ndui has been pulled down. Our last issue
intimated that the cost of this work has to be
mft and gifts would be appreciated for this

purpose.

etc. The only way to get them was to hire
them; very little voluntary’ work was done.
The “boys” have now come to the place where
the leaders nominate names to go out in the
launch or do other special work; and not only
are these men willing, but now refuse to
accept money for what they now consider is
Christ's. Even for the long job of removing
the Pentecost house, when 30 men were en­
gaged, all work was voluntary.

One of the most cheering pieces of informa­
tion is the progress made by the students in
the training class. Commencing with boys
who hardly had more than the alpliabet, the
boys settled down to work, and most can read
the English Bible and have even reached the
stage where they can write letters. Some of
the boys have sent letters to Bro. and Sister
Hammer since their arrival in Australia. Here
are some extracts from their letters:

“I tell you about our school teaching. Dear
Sister Clipstone, she take school in one week,
and in the other week, dear Sister Wakely take
school, and I always remember you because
you did good to us to open the way of light
to us, and we very glad about it, because you
show us the right way to go, and think the
best thing you and I to do is this, that we
should pray for one another to seek God’s
blessing upon each one of us.”

“On Sunday morning at 9 we went up to
some villages to have service with them in
breaking of bread, and on Tuesday night we
are still going on with our Endeavor meeting
and prayer meeting on Thursday night, and 

every morning at 7 o’clock we have service and
all the works are done well. Just as before,
on Friday night we have sing sing.”

“We going on with our work very well, and
two sisters they teaches us very’ good, but one
thing we think about you and Mrs. Hammer
and your little ones in our prayer. We do
not know yet, ye might not come back, but
if you would not come once more to the New
Hebrides and there will be too much work for
black people from Nduindui and Maewo and
Pentecost these three islands, which you must
look after them alL"

A HOSPITAL IN CHINA.

I WAS back in a hiission hospital in Wenchow
to which I had recently paid a ten-minutes’

visit. Never shall I forget the sight. The
doctor, his thick black hair scattered with sil­
ver, was standing in his white overall, which
showed the marks of a morning’s outpatient
work. He was holding a Chinese child in his
arms, bending over it. His strong and rather
serious face was lighted with pity. His finger
was raised in raillery. He was trying to pro­
voke baby to a smile before he probed into
the nature of a festering wound in its neck.
The mother, a poor woman of some back street
of the city, stood anxiously by, trying to read
his face. Another older child, sucking a stick
of sugar-cane, was leaning against his knee. It
seemed a children’s day, for more mothers
with babes sat around on the narrow backless
benches. At the other end a child was wailing
as an assistant put drops into its eyes. There
was an overpowering smell, for the sick and
untended had filled the hall all rrforning, and
the weather was growing hot. In the midst
was the tall form, the grave kind face, and
the ailing babe beginning to dimple into a wan
smile. We shut the door. “A good shepherd,”
said I. The nurse caught my eye, and gave a
tiny nod and smile. “Yes,” she said simply.
With a few of the lambs that had been caught
in the thicket.—From “A Chinese Lady,” by
Lady Hosie.

PREACHERS’ PROVIDENT FUND.
With which Is Incorporated the Aged and Infirm

Evangelists' Trust.
Established by the Federal Conference of the

Churches of Christ in Australia.
Members of Committee: T. E. Rofo (Chairman),

H. E. Bell. J. Crawford, C. Graham. F. S. Steer,
Dr. C. A. Verco, W. H. Hall (Hon. Secretary and
Treasurer).

Representative in Victoria: W. Gale, T. & G.
Building, 145 Collins St., Melbourne, C.l.

Representative In South Australia: General S.
Price Weir, 2nd Avenue, East Adelaide.

Representative in Western Australia: Roy Ray­
mond, 260 Bagot Rd., Subiaco.

The Objects of the Fund are:
1st. To assist financially Aged and Inllrm and

Retired Preachers.
2nd. To control and manage an Endowment Fund

to which Preachers may contribute.
In order to do this effectively, the Committee

needs the practical sympathy and support of all
the churches and brethren throughout the Com­
monwealth.

Please forward contributions to W. H. Hall.
"Hurlston,” Carystort St., Blackheath, N.S.W.,
making money orders and postal notes payable at
P.O., Blackheath (N.S.W.). Contributions may also
be sent to W. Gale, S. Price Weir and Roy Raymond.

THE BOOK OF THE HOUR.
“INEVITABLE.”

Read “Inevitable” and cheer up!
“Inevitable” shows the final overthrow of

Britain’s enemies, and future glory of the
church of Christ.

“New Life” would “like to see every minister
reading this book. The “Australian Christian
World” said: “‘Inevitable’ is both refreshing
and challenging." A bookseller writes: “A
minister came back and purchased six more
copies to pass to his people. Please send 50
more.”

“Inevitable” is intensely interesting page by
.page from beginning to end. Post one to your
minister, relatives and friends in the fighting
forces. If desired, send names and addresses,
and we will mail them for you.

Price 1Z-, post free.
Obtainable from A. E. Gay, 5 Coronation-st.,

Geelong, Vic.

Alfred Hillis & Sons Pty. Ltd.
Wholesale Fruit Merchants

Registered Office: 438 Queen St, Melb.
Phone F1862

F. J. LANG,
WATCHMAKER AND JEWELLER.

23 years, with late F. A. Newmans Pty. Ltd,
Engagement Rings, Wedding and

Birthday Presents.
Watches, Clocks and Jewellery

Repaired.
Satisfaction guaranteed.

4th Floor, York House,
294 Lit. Collins Street, Melb., C.l.

’Phone, Central 4293.
■ 1 11 ■ -—“>—-——~—«•----—mJ.

Also Queen Victoria Wholesale Markets.

HlRGUSOfISON]
J. Ferguson - E. J. Collings |

Statural Biminrs I
712 HIGH ST., THORNBURY I

Phone JW 3037 1
176 High St., Northcote, JW 3333. |

47 Vere St., Collingwood. J 1448. I
Orders promptly attended to. Up-to-date Motor Service 1

WHEN THE SUN SHINES
— WINTER SEEMS FAR AWAY.

There is, however, no good reason for thinking that one will never be caught in
the rain. It is wise to build up a bank balance for protection against life’s rainy
days. It means peace of mind, and if, luckily, no emergency arises, then the
money saved will surely be most useful.

STATE SAVINGS BANK OF VICTORIA
GUARANTEED BY THE GOVERNMENT

„ . ... Head Office:
'Reserve Fund £4,045,000. Elizabeth SL, Melbourne.
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Obituary.
William Cust.

BRO. WILLIAM CUST died on Dec. 15, at
the age of 92. He was born in Victoria,

and his life covered a largo part of the history
of this State. He was a fine representative of
all that was best in the men. who pioneered
this country, and established its prosperity.
He was successful in business, and the name
of Cust is favorably known through extensive
parts of the country. He had those qualities
of keenness of intellect, strict integrity, scrupu­
lous honor and rugged character which give a
man prominence among his fellows. He was
withal a man of sincere faith and stedfast
loyalty to the cause of Christ. He was bap­
tised by the late D. A. Ewers about the year
1886, in Murtoa. He had sent Bro. Ewers a
gift of money to assist in the church work.
They were days when our church work was
entirely supported by our own people, and
Bro. Ewers returned the money with a kindly
word of explanation. Bro. Cust was too big
a man to be offended—he was big enough to
appreciate the spirit which said: We want not
yours, but you. He gave himself, and there­
after he gave many thousands of pounds to
the work of our brotherhood, for he was a
great giver. At the time of his conversion he
was making large money as a licensed grocer
—he. immediately gave up his licence. In the
fourteen years of the writer’s ministry at Glen-
ferrie, Bro. Cust was a member there, and no
preacher could have a more sympathetic and
understanding supporter than he had in Bro.
Cust. When the weight of years began to
limit his activity, he went to live with a
daughter in Mont Albert, and -became associated
with the church there. Many a man, hearing
of his passing, will thank God that he knew
him, and enjoyed his friendship and was
blessed by his life. We laid his body to rest
in the cemetery at Box Hill.—T.H.S.

T. J. U. Fancourt.

ON Friday, Nov. 21, at Pambula, N.S.W.,
Thomas John Usher Fancourt passed to his .

eternal reward. Tom, as he was affectionately
known to a vast circle of friends, was the
second son of the late Richard Henry Fan­
court, one of the old Paddington stalwarts.
Some 30 years ago Tom met with an accident,
and though a partial cripple since that time,
his faith or interest in church affairs never
wavered. For a number of years he 'lived
at Mulgoa with his father, where the Lord’s
table was regularly set up, and on the latter’s
death stayed with his sister, Mrs. Chapple, but
retained his membership at Paddington
throughout his Christian experience of over
40 years. He leaves behind him two sisters,
Mrs. James Chapple and Mrs. W. J. Fox; his
brother George of Eden (with .whom he was
staying prior to his death), and a host of rela­
tives and friends who remember him as a very
fine Christian gentleman.—Y. M._ Middleton.

Mrs. S. McNicoI.

MRS. SUSAN McNICOL, who died at Mary­
borough Hospital (Vic.) on Nov. 22, was

buried at Wcdderburn. She was one of the
early members of the church at Wedderburn,
coming from one of our pioneer families. She
was baptised by the late Stephen Cheek on
July 31, 1888, and retained active association
with the Restoration Movement until ill-health
prevented her attendance nt services. Her
husband, Bro. \Vm. McNicoI, survives her, re­
siding at Carisbrook with a son. Until 1939,
when Mrs. McNicol’s mother, Mrs. Henderson,
died, there were four generations connected
with churches of Christ. The mother joined
when a group met at Fernihurst and Wychitella.
To those who mourn the loss of a “mother in
Israel,” many friends will extend sympathy
and commend them to the comforting grace
of the Holy Spirit.—E.P.C.H.

Robert Renton.

THE church at Maryborough, Vic., suffered
the loss of an old and esteemed identity in

Bro. Robert Renton on Nov. 5. He had been
a great supporter of the church, and many who
preached at Maryborough remember him with
deep respect. He was an elder for many years,
and overscered the flock faithfully and well,
contending for the “faith once for all delivered
unto the saints.” His wife died some years ago,
and the only surviving relative is a niece in
Glasgow, Scotland. Bro. Curtis, of Castlemaine,
conducted the funeral in the local cemetery.—
E.P.C.H.

R. 0. Sutton.

BRO.- SUTTON passed peacefully away in his
57th year at “prisoners of war” camp,

Cowarra, N.S.W., on Oct. 7, the military au­
thorities attributing his death to angina pectoris.
He was the youngest son of late Mr. and Mrs.
Isaac Sutton, Condah, Vic., and his remains
were interred in Condah cemetery, not far from
his father and mother. In the words of his
sister, “he was brought up in the Church of
England, and then he kept changing his churches
until he finally settled in the church of Christ
and has stuck to that ever since.” He entered
the College of the Bible, Glen Iris, in 1919;
from thence he came to N.S.W., in which State
he resided until his death. The writer’s as­
sociation with our departed brother during the
last two years has been a very intimate one, as
he filled the office of deacon and secretary with
the church -worshipping at Hornsby. Our
brother loved the church, and was always
found in his place; was kindhearted and of
cheerful disposition, and received honest re­
ports from those who are without. Recently
the writer had occasion to visit the home
where our brother lived for six years. The
lady of the home spoke of him as follows:—
“He was the dearest friend we had, thoughtful
and gracious in every act of his life.” He was
a man of keen intellect, efficient and unremit­
ting as a worker for his Lord; a brother to
be proud of for his unswerving loyalty to the
cause which he had espoused. The loving sym­
pathy of the church is extended to the sorrow­
ing members of the family.—J.R.L.

Mrs. Anna Wright.

FOLLOWING upon the late Bro. J. A. Hamill’s
preaching at Berwick, Vic., in March, 1873,

our late sister was baptised at the ge of 15.
Four years later she went with her parents,
Bro. and Sister W. Meyer, to Emerald, and in
their home the first meeting was held in that
district for breaking bread. Meetings in other
homes were sometimes held, and an occasions
they would walk six miles each way for the
purpose -of remembering Christ. When she
married her husband and she went to Lance­
field, and after some initial personal work with
others, she persuaded the late C. L. Thurgood
to visit Lancefield and seven were led to
Christ. She wrote: “On Sunday at 7 a.m. we
took them to a creek about a mile away and
they were baptised, several people being there
to see and hear and became very abusive. We
went home rejoicing, and with ten of us Bro.
Thurgood organised the church.” Later she
was in the membership of churches at North
Melbourne, Surrey Hills and Balwyn. In the
latter place she and her husband were founda­
tion members. Hers was a life of far-reaching
influence, and her children (among whom is

. Mrs. J. E. Allan, wife of our conference presi­
dent) rise up to call her blessed. She was of
sturdy- independent character, strong in a
reasoned faith, and keenly interested to the
last in Christian work. We laid her body to
rest in the Box Hill Cemetery on Dec. 15 in
sure and certain hope. For 83 years she had
enjoyed the good and beautiful. Sincerest sym­
pathy is expressed to the sons and daughters,
but they know that “precious in the sight of
the Lord is the death of his saints."—H.J.P.

Victorian Churches of Christ

HOME MISSIONS
GRATEFUL THANKS

of the Home Missionary Committee
is extended to all who helped in

recent annual offering.
News to hand is not nearly complete,

but it reveals some splendid giving.

TO Church Secretaries.
You can materially help the committee

by reporting your offering. The com­
mittee is now discussing fields, plans and
subsidies. These will be conditioned by
the offering results.
Send now to W. Gale, Home Mission
Secretary, T. & G. Bldg., 145 Collins-st.,

Melbourne, C.l.

LEST YOU FORGET!
REMEMBER

God’s Work in your Will.
REMEMBER

God’s Will in your Work.
EVANGELISM

Is His Will and your Work.

DON’T FORGET TO REMEMBER
The N.S.W. Home Missionary Committee.

E. C. Hinriehsen, Director of Evangelism,
69 Campbell-st^ Sydney.

*=——.—.—..—.——-———------------ -—4
——----------- -—--------——— +

1 RreYou in Trouble?
! Radiator Leaking
|or Boiling? Car hard-to
j Start? We are Radiator
| and Electrical Experts.
j Drive right in for free
i examination.
j RADIATOR HOUSE,

305 LATROBE ST„ MELB.
1 CKNT. »7S«+—------------------- ------- -----

-—■------ -

REBUILT MACHINES FROM £5.

WARD BROS.
(Australian Sewing Machine Co.)

Established over 50 years.

Electric Portables and Cabinet Models.
Prices to suit all. Write for Catalogues.
25 Years’ Guarantee. Expert Repairers.

Head Office:
40=42 Errol St., Nth. Melbourne.

’Phones: F3985, F5977.
222 Chapel St., Prahran; 252 Smith St.,

Collingwood; 51 Royal Arcade, City;
Brunswick; Footscray.+——------- —----— .. , --- p
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LYALL & SONS S
39-51 Levesoa St, North Melbourne)

CXiaff and Hay Pressing Mills at Lara.

CASH CHAFF, HAY, GRAIN, PRODUCE, and
HARDWARE MERCHANTS

Kxprteri Pressed Hij, Chai, ud Colonial Product
Seed Oat and Grain Specialists—Gran,

Clover and Other Seeda.
AU kinds of Poultry Feed and Meals supplied.

Manufacturers of “Excello” Chicken Feed,
Laying Mash, and Calf Food.

HARDWARE LINES:—
Galvanized Iron, Spouting, and Ridging, Fencing
Wire, Galvanized, Black, Baling & Barbed Wire,
Wire Netting, Chicken Netting, and aU other -
siaes. Galvanized Water Piping and Fittings.

Cyclone Gates and Fencing Supplied.
Wo stock and can supply everything required for

the Poultry Yard and the' Farm.

s^iclortr?n,,nt7>LYALL’S
——........................ - -...............................  «♦

Christian Guest Home
139 Atherton Road, Oakleigh

S.E. 12, Vic.
For Christians only.

The Home is a living expression of
our Christian sympathy with lonely old
age. -

Visiting hours any afternoon, 2.30 to
4.30 p.m. Inspection by arrangement
with matron.

'Remember the Home in Your
Will.

Tel.: Home, UM 2441. Will. H. Clay, Sec.,
Office, MU 2104/ 241 Flinders Lane,

Melbourne, C.L
4- —------ - - -------- —------—————• ■

SOCIAL SERVICE AND
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

ASSOCIATION.
Social Service Committees in all
States assist in ail social problems.

GF.A. is open to all members of the church
on payment of a weekly contribution through
agents of from Id. upwards, according to
circumstances. Help us to help others.

Information on request from—
Will. H. Clay, 241 Flinders Lane, McIb^Vic.
T. P. Dale, G9 Campbell St., Sydney, N.S.W.
T. A. Fcrgusson, 12 Marne Rd, Wooloowin,

N3, Queensland.
J. Wiltshire, 134 Palmerston St, Perth, W.A.
——,———---------——.——— —4.

‘Dignity and Satisfaction. 1

LEWIS - - Jrnirrals |
Our Funeral arrangements are a j

fitting tribute to the departed, no I
matter how humble the services you j
can afford. RING JA 1066. j

R. H. LEWIS — Director.
-- --------- -------- ---- -------------- .------------4.

________ '-----------------——•--- -——4.

OVERSEAS Wanted:
MISSIONS Gifts Small & Large

Contributions from Victoria
should be sent to

D. E. Pittman, Treas, 530 Elizabeth-st,
Melbourne.

------------- ---- -- —-- ——— +

Christmas Presents.
(Matt. 7: 11.)

WHAT a variety of things arc learned from
the giving and receiving of Christmas

presents, and other gifts as well. According
to Jesus, some lessons are, that “it is more
blessed to give than to receive," and to “give
and it shall be given unto you.” Moreover, a
knowledge of “how to give good gifts” will be
an intimation of the grace and ability of our
heavenly Fathor.

Paul often referred to the way God gives.
For one thing, his gifts are gifts. He is never
moody or changeable like’folk who take pres­
ents back. “The gifts and calling of God are
without repentance.” Again, his gifts have a
meaning and convey a message which words
cannot utter. “Thanks be unto God for his
unspeakable gift.” Still further, God’s giving
is of such a nature as to inspire assurance that
our every need is his ‘ concern. “He that
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up
for us all, how shall he not with him freely
give us all things?”

Once when Sir Walter Raleigh had gone to
Queen Elizabeth with some new request, she
said, “When are you going to stop asking for
things?” He replied, “When the Queen stops
giving.” Our God is in truth the Giver of
every good and perfect gift.—G. J. Andrews.

- .............................. ■■ - " "—"F
THOUGHT.

"If we can fix our faith, upon one Star,
What more is there to know,

If we can see the Christ, where'er we
are

He will his grace bestow."

WATERS & ENNISS
(C. J. Waters, J.P.; R. Enniss, J.P.; L. S. Millis),

271 Collins Street, Melbourne.
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS.
Properly fiftanagers and Salesmen — Home Builders

See Us About Your New Home.
We make necessary financial arrangements.

We Specialise in Erecting Modern Brick Homes__________________

Miss MINNIE MITCHELL. <3r<» Floor),
MU3433. ' 31 Queen St, Melbourne, C.l.

Typewriting Circulars of All Kinds, MS, etc.
*•—------- ------------------- ----- -------------------------4.

should have
every comfort
and should

always be at peak efficiency.
Ensure this by visiting—

W.J.AIRD-’-
ALTSOH’S BLD’G (1st floor) (W.J.AIrd.F.V.O.A.)

Cr.ELIZABETH & COLLINS STS.,Melb.
— Phone, 6937 Central —

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

YourEyes

Editor: A. W. Stephenson, M.A.
Manager: D. E. Pittman.

SUBSCRIPTION.—Through Church Agent, 2d.
week; Posted Direct, 10/6 year; Foreign, 14/-.

CHANGE - OF ADDRESS.—Send old and new
address a week previous to date of desired
change.

CD^QEUEFiTTMANY 0RDERS’ etc- payabI° t0

ADVERTISEMENTS.—Marriages, Births, Deaths,
Memorials, Bereavement Notices, 2/- (one verse
allowed In Deaths and Memorials). Coming
Events, 16 words, 6d.; every additional 12 words
6d.; displayed, 2/- Inch. Wanted, For Sale, To
Let and Similar Ads., 24 words, 1/-; every ad­
ditional 12 words, 6d.

Other Advertising Rates on Application.

Mkge of tbe ISible

a

The college books will close

for the financial year on Decem­

ber 31.

o

Brethren having monies for

the college will help by remit­

ting early so that amounts may

be included for the year.

□

The college Board, Faculty

and students trust that all

brethren will experience a

Happy Christmas season and a

Brighter New Year.

□

dnlloge of tlje ISiblo
GLEN IRIS, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA

CONTROLLED BY THE FEDERAL CONFERENCE
Board of Management: R. Lyall (chairman),

R. L. Lcane (treasurer), W. T. Atkin, A. W.
Cleland, T. Hagger, Dr. W. A. Kemp,
F. N. Lee, G. L. Murray, H. J. Patterson.
M.A., T. H. Scambier, B.A., Dip.Ed., F. I.
Saunders (secretary).

Teaching Staff: T. H. Scambier, B.A.. Dip.Ed
(Principal); R. T. Pittman. B.A., Dip.Ed.:
E. L. Williams, M.A.; J. S. Taylor, B.A.
Send Donations to

Fred T. Saunders, Secty. & Organiser.
College of the Bible, Glen Iris, S.E.6.

’Phone, UY 6085.
I'liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiim
Printed and Published by the Austral Printing
and Publishing Company Ltd., 528, 530 Elizabeth-

st., Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.


