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Pham, Mr Pham and True.

Five years and 10 months ago
a Vietnamese father and son left
Vietnam secretly in a small boat
to start a new life in some un­
known country. They left be­
hind a wife and mother and five
younger children to fend for
themselves In what was becom­
ing for them an increasingly
difficult situation. Now the
family is re-united in Mel­
bourne under the Australian
Government’s Family Reunion
Program. After the years of
separation, family members are
getting to know each other
again.

Mr Pham was a former officer
in the previous South Vietnamese
forces. When the Communist
Government assumed power he
was sent to a re-education camp
from 1975-1981. Upon release he
decided there was little future for
his family and with his eldest son,
Hung, made a dangerous journey
by small boat to Indonesia in
company with otherrefugees. The
group landed on an isolated part of
the Indonesian coastline and was
directed to a United Nations
Refugee Camp at Galang, a
journey which took two months
on foot. The journey was hazard­
ous and the group was often
powerless to protect members
from danger. Women in the group
were especially vulnerable.

During the 18 months stay in
the camp, father and son re­
sponded to the Gospel through a
Christian mission. They arrived in
Australia with a few clothes. They
came in contact with the
Richmond Vietnamese church.
Hung immediately took up Eng­
lish studies and at the end of the
following year won a place in
engineering at the University of

Melbourne. At the end of his first
year a growing desire to serve the
Vietnamese community led him
to transfer to medicine. He is
about to commence his third year
studies. During this time he has
been active in the church, is the
secretary and a frequent inter­
preter for sermons delivered in
English.

Mr Pham found the difficulties
of adjustment very real. Language
and work did not come easily. He
is now a conductor on
Melbourne’s tramway system.

With hard work he has renovated
a house for his family and is active
in church life.

The family in Vietnam often
found life difficult. Mrs. Pham
worked at keeping family morale
high and eking out an existence.
The Australian Government ac­
cepted the family as migrants in
1985 but it was not until Novem­
ber 11,1987 that they arrived. The
difficulties in obtaining exit visas
were considerable. In more re­
cent times the Department of
Mission, Education and Devel-

— Photo by Ralph Petty

opment worked with Alan
Matheson, the Ethnic Liaison
Officer of the Australian Coun­
cil of Trade Unions and a
Churches of Christ member, to
put the family case to the Viet­
namese authorities in
Canberra. The A.C.T.U. has a
world program of aid to the fami­
lies of union members where
natural justice appears to be de­
nied. Fares for the family were
met by Mr. Pham. Some assis-

•Contlnued on Page 26



Vol. 90 December 19
No. 22 1987
Editor: G.R. Stirling
Sub-Editor/
Manager: C.R. Ambrose

ISSUE
February 6
February 20
March 5

DEADLINE
January 27

February 10
February 24

ADDRESS FOR ALL
CORRESPONDENCE

(Including all
subscription payments)

P.O. Box 101,
ESSENDON NORTH, VIC.,

3041
Telephone: (03) 379.1219
After hours: (03) 337.8349

National Logo of Churches of
Christ in Australia

“The Australian Christian" is pub­
lished by the Board of Management
of the Australian Christian which is a
Department of the Federal Confer­
ence of Churches of Christ in Austra­
lia.

Printing by New Lithographies
(Vic.) Pty. Ltd, 63 Sunbury Cres,
Surrey Hills, Vic. 3127.

Responsibility for electoral mate­
rial is accepted by Chris Ambrose, 3
Hamlyn St, Essendon, Vic. 3040.

ADVERTISING RATES
DISPLAYED

$4.20 per column centimetre
25c each word

(Mlnlmumcharge$6.00)

GUEST »©» To
~ •' ■ - -■■■ ~

ON MY MIND

Eric Hollard

Some eight years ago we introduced to “The Christian” a series called “On My
Mind”. Thefirstwriterin the series was veteran minister, Eric Hollard. Later we
replaced the series with “Guest Editorials”. As the following Guest Editorial is
the last for which we are responsible we invited Eric to tell us what is on his mind
now, as he completes 52 years of ministry. (Editor).

During the 52 years I have experienced a World War; mankind passingfrom the
level of earth into the world of planets; almost :safe living" and now the nuclear
phase; from pushing a pen to pushing buttons on a computer; ministering in three
different nations; a golden wedding; my own nation moving from being a
“Christian nation” to joining the “pagan nations"; competition between churches
giving way to co-operation; knowing a generation of young people who were
"family" to me, and now baptising their children and marrying some of them;
being “out infront" in church and now becoming a name and little more; walking
alongside “giants" in the Kingdom and becoming aware of the space that they
have left in my life; and memories beyond measure! And possibly none of these
would be “on my mind” were it not for the fact of Jesus Christ. Had he not come,
what would my mind contain? What would I be? Where would I be? Had he not
come, what then?

So because he came, and God has filled my life and mind with the sheer
abundance of what is now mine, I come to this....that when he came to me in that
personal moment of intimacy and said to me, “Son go work in my vineyard", and
I did, there came to my mind and my life things which are as old as his love and
as limitless too.

I recall Paul saying, "Let this mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus”. And
the Christ who drove him to that concept of life also said that he had “come to seek
and save the lost." And when Christ communicates that to you, and you sense that
there is not anything else that you cando withyour life, then it gets into your mind!
And it is still on my mind!

Here! am then, years after the glow first began to get warm in me, still believing
it, only now I have found it gets warmer and warmer.

There are so many I want to thank for sharing with me in the developing of my
mind and who are now firmly locked into the memory where Christ abides. Little
did they know it, but when they came in, they simply came to where Christ was, and
now I cannot divorce them from him.

1 I think that we are all sentamentalists, our emotions sharpened by the love of
God, and life held together by that which is our “common mind”, our faith, with
the Eternal One as the root and end of it all.

The City of New York has
officially concluded that
the Salvation Army Is a
religious nonprofit or­
ganisation whose prop­
erties warrent exemp­
tions from taxes.

As part of its activities the
Bicentennial Authority
with the support of the
National Library of Austra­
lia is funding the Historic
Records Search. The aim
is to unearth privately held

letters, diaries, photographs, fi­
nancial records or any other pa­
per based records throughout
Australia and record their exis­
tence on a computer register at
the National Library. The search
does not wish to collect these
documents but to record their
existence for the future. People
who think they have suitable
material can fill out a search bro­
chure available from libraries and
other community organisations or
phone the search at the National
Library (062) 62.1270.

The worldwide Charis­
matic movement has
tripled In the past 10
years according to
David Barrett, editor of
“World Christian Ency­
clopedia". Charismatics
and Pentecostals now
account for 17% of the
world's Christians, with
Charismatics now hav­
ing 27 million adherents
worldwide.
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WK
HoDiness

I had noticed an emphasis on holiness by
preachers with a world view and it was that theme
I chose for my term as president of Northern
Districts Women’s Conference during 1986/
1987.1 Peter 1:15 "Instead, be holy in all that you
do

Those preachers had been saying things like
“Christians, clean up your lives", "Understand
who you are in Jesus”, “Christians merging into
their surroundings" and “Are you living as Christ’s
one?" I believe the emphasis is there because
we, the church, need to take a fresh look at who
we are and whom we serve, and do it with total
honesty.

I recall a preacher saying that in the church we
so often get it wrong. We say "Serve God and
Please man". What we should be saying is
“Please God and serve man”. That sounds like
risky business! But it is to God that we must ulti­
mately give an account of our lives; not man, as
much as we want to please those around us.

Surely if we get that truth into our hearts and
lives we will be revolutionised! Charles M
Sheldon's book “In His Steps” had a profound
impact on me when I first read it., When the
fictional minister asks himself honestly 'What
does following Jesus really mean?" and he and
some of his congregation begin to ask “What
would Jesus do?” (in every situation) their lives
are dramatically revolutionised. Pleasing God,
and in doing so, serving man, becomes theiryard-
stick.

Yet if we are called to live holy lives isn’t that
what we should be doing naturally? Using a basic
definition of holiness as “giving every area of life
to Jesus as Lord” we can't help but grow towards
maturity, can we? But growing means change,
and change is risky. Some of these changes may
include -

* A need to surrender an area of our lives
we haven’t yet trusted God with.

* Renewal of our relationship with the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

* Re-assessing our priorities.
* Being obedient to the leading of the Spirit.

Then we’ll truly grow in holiness as his people,
empowered by the Spirit to be his ambassadors.
We are different from our unbelieving neigh­
bours. We are showing the world who Jesus is.
Let's live the things we speak and in doing so
demonstrate to those around us the character of
Jesus. Let’s live holy lives (not holier than thou
lives!) and in doing so please God and serve
people.

— Kay Wray
(Owen, S.A.)

Week of Evangelism in Cairns

Chinese banquet during week of Evangelism.
On the last day of lectures be­

fore the September holidays six
Kenmore Christian College stu­
dents boarded the “Sunlander” in
Brisbane for the 3 6 hour rail jour­
ney to Cairns. The reason for the
trip was to participate in a week of
evangelism with the Caims
church.

The week of evangelism is a
week devoted every year by
Kenmore College for the explicit
purpose of learning the practical
side of evangelism. It is a week
where the students leant how the­
ology can be translated out of
books and into living reality.

Cairn's minister Gabriel Bab-
are had prepared a week with
special emphasis on the family.
So through surveys and special
events opportunities to share the
faith were generated. From the
Monday the students were in­
volved in door knocking an area
of Caims. This led to opportuni­
ties to talk with people who don't
ever come in contact with the
church.

On the Friday a “Fun with the
Son" day led by Bozo the clown
was held. 30 children attended a
day of games, puppets and kite
making and flying. Local busi­
nesses, banks and building socie­
ties contributed items and each
child was presented with a sample
bag with literature advising the
church's activities.

The church has an under 30’s

Chinese banquet was held in a
local restaurant. It was an oppor­
tunity to talk with non-Christian
members of the group in a relaxed
atmosphere. Two students shared
how God had helped, and was
continuing to help, them in their
lives.

Members of the church opened
their homes to have students stay
with them for the week.

It was an interesting week with
many things learnt, but the work
continues with the Caims folk
following up the contacts made.
The week was a success in many
visible ways, but more impor­
tantly it was a success in those
areas where it is so hard to meas­
ure effectiveness: presupposi­
tions challenged, the visible pres­
ence of the Caims congregation as
a caring group, seeds planted in
the lives of contacts.

Our thanks go to Kenmore
College, the Queensland Home
Missions Dept., Graeme, John,
Triscia, Gary, Antlonette and
“Bozo” for contributing to the
week in such a wholehearted way.

— Gabriel Babare.
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group and on the Saturday night a
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Missionary’s Silver Jubilee — C.G.T.
Australian Churches of Christ

have been blessed with some
long-serving missionaries. One of
them is Rosalie Rofe, of Papua
New Guinea. She arrived there on
May 23,1962, at a time when the
four-year-old mission was still
very small. The first baptisms
came in the next year, and from
those small beginnings Rosalie
has seen 60 churches grow, with a
present membership of5,500. She
worked with a changing but al­
ways dedicated team of full-time
and part-time missionaries and
volunteer workers, and with them
has rejoiced to see nationals
emerge as leaders in church and

Rosalie Rofe with her parents and Chatswood Board Chairman, Athol Cust (on
the right) cutting Jubilee cake.

----------------------- . - --------- -------- I

Conference.
She herself has been very much

involved in the training of na­
tional Christians. She brought her
teaching skills to her early work at
Tung, Chungrlbu and Asau, and
in 1969 began training Pidgin
School teachers for Village Liter­
acy Schools. Her conduct of
workshops for pastors, and her
appointment in 1979 by the
PJ4.G. Conference as pastor
teacher led on to the task of be­
coming pioneer co-ordinator for
Momonup Training Centre,
established in 1981. This Centre is

concerned with community de­
velopment through agronutrition,
adult literacy and leadership train­
ing - with special attention to
community leadership and lay
leadership within the church. She
was also appointed as church
advisor, and has served well as
Field Chairman of Overseas Mis­
sion in 1968, 1979-80 and 1985-
87. All this and more she has
accomplished with God’s help
and that of her fellow-workers,
despite sometimes lonely and dif­
ficult living conditions.

Her home church of

Chatswood, N.S.W. has always
supported its Living Link mis­
sionary in prayer and giving.
Months ago it was decided to
appoint a small committee to
begin planning a Silver Jubilee
dinner at Chatswood during
Rosalie’s furlough. Eager helpers
were co-opted to ensure that this
would be a memorable event not
only for Rosalie and her home
church, but also for her family and
friends, including those who have
worked with her on the Mission.
Invitations were despatched,
greetings sought interstate and

feature, as was the music from
Lorraine Hensby (soloist),
Ngaire and Fiona Hosking (flute
and guitar) and P. Verco (accom­
panist).

Greetings by letter, tape and
direct speech clearly showed the
impact of Rosalie’s missionary
life. They came from Chatswood
ministers (past, present and one to
come) and Nick and Narelle
Barbarino (members also sup­
ported by Chatswood, in a Slavic
Gospel printing ministry in
France). Greetings also came
from the Overseas Mission
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overseas, a beautiful jubilee al­
bum prepared by Lin Wilson,
featuring missionary articles by
Rosalie over the years - all culmi­
nating in a beautifully presented
meal, served to 145 in the church
hall on November 7. Alan Fax
was M.C., Mrs. Rita Dickson
assisted with the greetings, and R.
Whan and P Dixon led in
prayers. Athol Cust (Board
Chairman) presented Rosalie
with the Jubilee Album, music
tapes and a cheque for $2,711.50.
The cutting of the Jubilee cake,
made by Mrs M Bishop was a

Picnic facilities, Light refreshments, Bookroom,
C.S.S.M. and Teenage Programme.

Further details from Convention Office,
P.O. Box 4, Canterbury 3126.

Phone (03) 836.6839.

Board, fellow missionaries (past
and present) and friends - and in
particular two tapes from P.N.G.,
one of singing, the other from
Lazarus Diniri (Conference).

Most moving were the greet­
ings from the pioneers of the
mission - Harold Finger, writing
of “one of the hottest places in the
Kingdom of God" where workers
“slogged itout” and Frank Beale,
speaking on tape of Rosalie's
memorable first “walk” to Tung,
and how, over the years whether
leading or just serving, she has
given her best

~~ HOLIDAYING IN ADELAIDE?
You are invited to hear reflections

on the JohnWimber
Signs and Wonders Conference

at the
COWANDILLA CHURCH OF CHRIST

10 Brooker Tee., Cowandilla

SUNDAYS 10.30 a.m.
JANUARY 3.10.17

We Invite you to the

BELGRAVE HEIGHTS
CHRISTMAS CONVENTION

Convention Ave., Belgrave Heights. (Melways 84 E3)
SATURDAY AFTERNOON

DECEMBER 26 TO
SUNDAY AFTERNOON JANUARY 3

Meetings each day in auditorium seating 2000.
(Note: No meeting Tuesday and Thursday afternoons)

Hear: Dr Andrew D. MacRae from Canada

Dr Peter Wilkes from U.S.A.
Canon John C. Chapman from Sydney
Mrs Nora Wilkes will address the Ladles

on Wednesday afternoon.
Special Youth Meetings Tuesday and Thursday 9.30 a.m.
Other meeting times are 10.45 a.m., 3.00 and 7.30 p.m.

DAY VISITORS WELCOME



Sunshine Land
It claims to have 400 hours a

year more sunshine than the Gold
Coast. They call it Sunraysia. It is
indeed Sunshine Land. A harsh
sun burned 1 and, were it no t for the
waters of the great Murray —
Darling Basin that spread over it,
greening it with vines and fruit
trees.

We have churches in Sunray­
sia. Members moved in from else­
where to take up the newly irri­
gated blocks, re-inforced later by
those who cameas soldier settlers.
Robinvale

Robinvale is the latest of them,
commencing just 30 years ago. It
has suffered from the instability of
populations in smaller country

David and Julie Ratten
towns, its more permanent mem­
bers coming from up river at
Boundary Bend. But a good wit­
ness is being maintained by its 21
members.
Da reton

Dareton is across the river in

Humpty Dumpty

United
FAMILY CAR TRADERS SINCE 1924

CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY
FOR YOUR NEW HOLDEN
OR QUALITY USED CAR

PH: 514781, A.H. 278 4515
72 FRANKLIN STREET
ADELAIDE 5000

OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE
At United Motors as a master
sale consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of the Blackwood
Church of Christ

*_> S.A.'s BIGGEST
HOLDEN DEALER

BUYING A NEW HOLDEN?
SEE MURRAY FIRST!

MURRAY ECKERT

New South Wales. In 1929 set­
tlers set up the Lord's Table and a
small but faithful congregation
has continued its witness, and still
does, in co-operation now with
the Uniting (formerly Methodist)
church. Both congregations
maintain their identity while wor­
shipping and working together
with ministry supplied alterna­
tively from the respective de­
nominations concerned. Maurice
Keatch of Churches of Christ is
the present minister.

An interesting feature of the
church’s life is that years ago they
set apart a block of land for the
church and members work it vol­
untarily, bringing in a steady in­
come each harvest.

Nelson’s ministry.
A while back the church

changed its seating arrangements
with single chairs arranged in a
wide semicircle round a platform
central to one of the sides. It
makes for a family feeling of to­
getherness in worship. However
they are now looking at ways and
means of altering and building to
give more seating space and more
foyer room. Round the chapel
walls are a number of beautifully
designed banners, each represent­
ing one of the fruits of the Spirit,
and so appropriate to a fruit grow­
ing district. They originated dur­
ing a series of “The Fruits of the
Spirit” preached by David Rat­
ten.

The mighty Murray
Redcliffs

Redcllffs, named after a dis­
tinctive feature of the Murray at
that point, has a fine building in
Guava St Pioneer families that
moved in in 1923 are still repre­
sented today among the 40 active
members. They are working to­
wards a full-time minister by
1989. Meanwhile Ivan Cameron
(descendant of pioneer preacher
R.G. Cameron) and his team are
keeping the work going.

The thriving town has good
potential. The morning we were
there the chapel was almost full.
Coffee fellowship in the hall after
the service was an unrushed, take
your time, catch up on everybody,
climax to it all.
Mildura

Mildura is the oldest of our
churches in Sunraysia, just seven
years from its centenary. It is a
strong growing church with a
membership of 131. David Rat­
ten is just the one to build on the
foundations laid by Peter

The church is very visible to the
community both by its premises
and its people. They also have a
number of spots on local radio.

We were there on a Sunday
night, and they explained that the
long weekend had depleted their
numbers. But the place was about
full, and with the temperature at
40° Celsius did not need to be
packed much tighter, although
they do have air conditioning.

David Ratten has charisma and
leads a good service — nothing
special — and preaches a good
sermon. One woman said of him,
“He’s infectious!” I had never
heard a minister so described, but
she is right. Incidentally he also
plays A Grade District cricket.
There were five re-dedications at
the service and a further two at the
half yearly Convention gospel
service a week later.
Half Yearly Conven­
tion

The Sunraysia churches join in
•Continued on Page 6
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PEOPl
Tasmanian President dies

(the equivalent of a state confer­
ence) and was to have presided
over its Executive at Bicheno
three days later.

Don was baptised at Invermay
42 years ago, just before he mar­
ried Delka. He was Superinten­
dent of the Invermay Sunday
School when it was the largest in
Launceston, with some classes
meeting in the buses used for
transport

Don was in the grocery busi­
ness throughout his working life.
His hobby was dog breeding and
he was a Life Member and Chair­
man of the Launceston Kennel
Complex of the Royal Show.

His major ministry was with the
Gideons, being a foundation
member of the Launceston Camp
and its current Vice-President
when he died. He specialised in
work in the high schools and with
the Ashley Boys Home, spending
a lot of lime with the young people
themselves. A young woman at
the funeral came with tears in her

Don and Delka Lee.
Delka Lee found Don dead

beside her early on Thursday
morning November 12. The eve­
ning before, in apparent good
health, he had finished typing his
Presidential sermon for
Caveside, the last of the Tas­
manian churches on his Presiden­
tial itinerary.

Don Lee was well into his term
of President of the Tasmanian
Churches of Christ Convention

SunrasyuT""""
•From Page 5
Conventions twice a year. The
guest preacher for this one was
G raham Agnew of Marlon, S.A.
He met with church leaders at a
planning dinner and preached at
the Saturday and Sunday night
rallies. Music was provided by
“Kairos” and “Kaleidoscope”
backed by instrumentalists. There
is a lot of musical talent on the
River.

Part of the Convention fellow­
ship was to take over the well
known “Humpty Dumpty” tour­
ist location for a barbecue meal
preceding the night service.

Arthur McWilliams and his
“Kaleidoscope” choir put on
regular musicals in the local The­
atre Centre, attracting wide com­
munity interest

If things get tighter the annual
Melbourne winter exodus might
be finding its way to the River
instead of Surfers! The Sunraysia
churches will certainly look after
them.

— G.R.S.

A.C.C. General Secretary

fl
, ,;x _____

David Gill
The Australian Council of

Churches has announced the
appointment of the Reverend
David Gill as General Secre­
tary-elect. David Gill, who will
succeed Jean Skuse, is to take up
the position on a date to be fixed
late next year.

David Gill has held the post of
General Secretary of the As­
sembly of the Uniting Church in
Australia since January 1980.
For 12 years he served on the staff
of the World Council of Churches 

eyes and said, “He gave me my
first New Testament.”

The Lees have three children,
Peter, Christine and Geraldine
and seven grandchildren.

Don Lee was a stalwart of the
Margaret St., Launceston,
church and among other things
was “anchor man” of the Sunday
evening prayer meeting. The
chapel was packed for the thanks­
giving service with over 60 ac­
commodated in the foyer. Mem­
bers of theTasmanian Conference
Executive were present, led by
Gordon Henderson, Past
President. Don Smith repre­
sented the Vic.-Tas. Conference
President, Clive Ward.

in Geneva, Switzerland. Five of
these years were spent with the
sub-unit on Church and society
wherche conducted a major study
on violence, non-violence and the
struggle for social justice. He
served as organising secretary of
the WCC’s Fifth Assembly in
Nairobi, Kenya in 1975.

Since 1985 David has been
Moderator of the Christian Con­
ference of Asia’s Committee on
Mission and evangelism.

Humphrey Bear
Humphrey Bear delights

thousands of children TV view­
ers.

It is not generally known that
Humphrey’s companion Sue
Oliver and the chief script writer
Cecily Cupit are active Chris­
tians. Of course they cannot put
across religious propaganda or
use Humphrey for the purpose of
proselytism.

However they are able to create
situations that highlight family
life, the importance of gracious­
ness in human relationships, gen­
erosity of spirit, forgiveness,
honesty and reality in dealing
with life situations.

The fact that little children re­
spond so readily to Humphrey no
doubt indicates their native re­
sponse to quality of life before it is
besmirched by living in an ac­
quisitive, permissive society.

BUCKINGHAM
MEMORIAL CENTRE

Self catering camp site
38 Lockwood Rd, Belgrave

Heights
Accommodation for en­
large recreational hall

Low tariff. Small groups welcome.
Enquiries: Jack Edwards,

(03) 890.2443

Les Lawlor says . . .
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally — all types of
buildings — anywhere. Everything unconditionally guaranteed!
Weeds — birds on roofs — Argentine and all other ants — “White
Ants" — Borers — Carpet Pests — Lawn Pests, In fact, any pest that

grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

! STH. AUSTRALIA: 6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone 43.9636
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A
fter January 1,1988, it’ll be too late for us to
rescue your financial future. Because after that

L date interest earned from investments will be
assessable under the Social Security Income Tbst
But you can avoid endangering your pension AND
earn healthy guaranteed returns by investing in the
new Christian Projects Security Bond - underwritten
by the Over 50’s Friendly Society and invested by
MacQuarie Bank Ltd.
Your money will only be invested in securities issued
and guaranteed by state and federal governments.

Special Thx Benefits
If you leave your Bond fully invested for ten years
or more, all bonuses earned are yours to keep - you
won’t pay a cent of tax.
If you surrender whole or part of the Bond earlier, you
are entitled to a 29c in the dollar rebate on assessable
accrued bonuses.

Support Churches of Christ
Commission earned from investments will be used
by Christian Projects to support the ongoing work
of Churches of Christ throughout Australia.

Christian Projects Security Bond
An Over 50’s Friendly Society investment
We Guarantee your Future Financial Security.

State Representatives
Victoria South Australia
K.A. Stokie (Ass. Sec.) M. Thompson
(03)5514526 (08)3370750
New South Wales Queensland
L.K. Wilson J. Sheriff
(02)441617 (07)3987007
A.C.T. Tasmania
G. Gilmour J. Batchler
(062)862257 (002)286785
Western Australia Northern Territory
P.J. Dowling H. Smith
(09)3823288 (089)322409

1 ^Christian Projects 1
i1 Kim Stokie 1
I 8 Rosewall Place
| Clayton South Vic 3169
| I’m interested in the CP Security Bond.
| Please send particulars.

| Name: ______
| Address:

I ---------------------------Postcode: 
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The Letters to the editor limit
is 200 words.

ABORIGINES AND THE BI­
CENTENNIAL

To the Editor,
Permit me to say a few things in

response to “Comment" ("A.C."
Oct. 31 page 20). The Bi-centen-
nial celebrations should encour­
age both Aborigines and other
races to participate on an equal
footing. “Love one another as I
have loved you."

In particular I would refer to the
last question in the article i.e. ‘In
what ways can we recognise the
implications of 200 years of white
occupation, and act in reconciling
ways that provide dignity and
hope for Aboriginal people for the
future?"

I think that the best way for
Churches of Christ is to expand
their mission outreach through
church development and leader­
ship. There are many areas
where the church can expand its
work, but the Aboriginals will
benefit most if their own pastors
can do the field work. They will
take more notice of their own
people.

Recent issues of the "A.C." and
publications of the Federal Abo­
rigines Board give hope that the
Lord's message can be delivered
by converted Aboriginals. Let us
hope that we can help them to
achieve this.

I think that Aboriginals are in the
same boat as we are when it
comes to land. If they want it they
pay money for it and work to get
the money as we have to. There­
fore we should have equal oppor­
tunity.

— R.G. Salisbury
(Bribie Island, Old.)

(But is there a difference be­
tween buying land that belongs to
someone else and having land
restored that was once taken from
one’s ancestors by force? Ed.)

CHILDREN AND TV
To the Editor,

The average Australian child
spends about four hours every
day looking at a television set.

A lot of what he/she sees is 

violent, sensational rubbish —
bad for a child’s personal and
moral development.

But even if the program content
were all wholesome stuff — it
would still be tragic to spend so
much time passively viewing.

Think of all the things not get­
ting done in those hours—talking
together, playing games, making
things. These are the vital ways
that a child learns. They are the
means by which character is
formed.

Turning on the television
freezes these activities, turning
children into silent statues. It turns
off processes that transform chil­
dren into people.

What a contrast between the
television dominated home and
the ideal Christian home where
the parents “teach their children
the faith, train them in the practice
of virtue, provide for their physi­
cal, intellectual and spiritual
needs, show them loving care and
... in bringing them up, correct
them and guide them as the Lord
does".

— Arnold Jago
. (Mildura, Vic.,)

A TREATY WITH THE ABO­
RIGINES

To the Editor,
In reply to Rex Morris (“A.C."

No v. 14) I do not need to "swot" up
Australian history. Further I re­
viewed Rowley’s “The Destruc­
tion of Aboriginal Society" in
“Sennachie" in the July 1971 is­
sue. Rex is totally unaware of my
writing on Aboriginal affairs or he
would be aware of my apprecia­
tion and concern for our Aborigi­
nal brethren.

To put the historical record
straight, the only effort to make a
treaty with the Aborigines was
that of Batman and this was hast­
ily repudiated by the Government
because it recognised that they
were a sovereign people with a
prior right to the land. There has
been no talk of a treaty, particu­
larly after the big influxes of popu­
lation during and alter the mining
era when the fact that the natives
did have permanent settlements
built in stone and had “private 

property" was suppressed.
In international law the white

occupation of Australia (except
certain parts which had and has
no Aborigines) is illegal, but a
treaty will legalise all the injus­
tices, all the wrongs and all the
dispossession. The slow process
of Aborigines obtaining justice
through the courts will stop
abruptly and permanently. There
is too much at stake to allow the
Government to make big fellows
of themselves in the eyes of the
world with a treaty which itself will
be the greatest injustice of all.

— John J. Alderson
(Havelock, Vic.)

CHURCH AND BUSINESS
To the Editor,

Perhaps I have just discovered
why I always read the Letters to
the a Editorafter the cartoons and
jokes in the "A.C."

Bruce McIntosh's comment
(“A.C." November 14) about N.T.
scholars suggesting that the
church is more analogous with the
public service than with free en­
terprise so fas as “Service" is
concerned still has me chuckling.

Could this be an explanation of
the church's ineffectiveness in
bringing people into the Kingdom
of God.

As for me and our church we
are in the business of God. The

r-............ .. ' '' i

“Stop the incarnation!”
To the Editor,

Last year my wife and I decided to go away be­
tween Christmas and New Year. We made all our
plans. A portable gas stove for the main meal
outdoors, and an amount budgeted forsnackbreak-
fasts and lunches. Clothes for cold, clothes for hot,
and some for in between. The only thing we didn't
plan was accommodation. We had not decided on a
particular destination. Every other time we had
managed to get a motel room or an onsite caravan.
But not last Christmas. There was no room any­
where. The first night we slept in the car. The next
night we drove all night to get home.

Thinking back on it I could not help but think of
Mary and Joseph and Bethlehem and "no room in
the inn". Apparently God had his incarnation in
Jesus all planned, all except the accommodation!

Last Sunday our minister quoted a verse from the
Bible that I hadn't heard before. It was “the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world.” He said that
God had planned the incarnation and the cross and
the whole lot before time began. His text was some­
thing about Jesus being born “in the fulness of time”.
I think that must have something to do with a time
schedule which was part of God's plan

Fancy God planning all that and for so long, and
forgetting about accommodation for the incarnation
event.

But that small oversight didn’t stop God. He didn't
send word round heaven saying, “Stop the Incarna­
tion. There s no accommodation in Bethlehem." he
found a man who had a kind heart and a spare
stable.

I wonder if that was part of the plan!

TERTIUS
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'Working to avert Famine
Recovery from the widespread

droughts of the early 1980's in
northern Africa is a long slow
process. Eritrea, to the north of
Ethiopia, has been working hard
to build an agricultural capacity
that can withstand famine. It’s
urgent and difficult work.

A recent food assessment sur­
vey conducted by the Eritrean
Relief Association warns that
recent setbacks may lead to an­
other horrific famine: “The cur­
rent precarious situation is attrib­
utable mainly to the complete
absence of rainfall in June and
July when it was crucially needed
for the planting of mostcrops. The
massive locust plague, during
March - July has also caused ex­
tensive damage to the sprouting
crops."

Since the famine in 1984-85 the
Eritrean Relief Association has
been assisting peasant farmers in
rural areas to rebuild their liveli­
hood through an agricultural reha­
bilitation program.

Force Ten is supporting this
work as its December project. The
program directs funds to urgent
needs like: agricultural work­
shops ($600 each); water pumps
for drinking water and irrigation
(52,500 each) and spray equip­
ment to control locust plagues.

The program is a part of a
long term partnership between
the Australian Council of
Churches and the Eritrean Re­
lief Association. For more de­
tails contact Force Ten, Box
C199, Clarence St. P.O.,Sydney
2000.

■ 1 * j . -----------

Myths About Third World Women
Myths about Third World

Women continue to influence the
work of development planners,
reports Irene Tinker in CARE
Briefs on Development Issues,
published in co-operation with
Overseas Development Council.
Myth No.l

Women are dependent on men:
In fact, far from being dependent,
it is estimated that women are the
heads of one out of every three
families worldwide.
Myth No.2.

Women do not work: Gener­
ally, rural women in the Third
World work between 10 and 12
hours a day, collecting water and
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fuel as well as growing, process­
ing and marketing food. Urban
women most often work in small
businesses and services.
Myth No.3.

Women are not farmers: In
many countries, women produce
the vast majority of food for fam­
ily consumption. Women provide
nearly half of all agricultural la­
bour in the world.
Myth No. 4.

Animal work is a man’s do­
main: Wherever animals such as
cows, sheep and goats are raised
for consumption, women rather
than men are likely to be respon­
sible for their care.
Myth No.S.

A woman’s income is inciden­
tal: Inmany countries, a woman’s
income is critical to the survival of
the family. Typically, the poorer
the family, the greater the propor­
tion of its income is provided by
women.
Myth No.6.

Women do not understand
business: In Southeast Asia, West
Africa and Central America,
women have traditionally domi­
nated local markets. In many
countries, women have moved
into large-scale production and
trade - especially in textiles and
clothing - as well as into small
industry.

Holiday with a Difference (2)
While in Indonesia we also

went to see Salib Putlh (White
Cross), a lOOha agricultural en­
terprise with tree and fruit crops,
fodder and 90 Friesian cattle, an
orphanage for 108 children,
school, old folks' home, and reha­
bilitation centre for beggars,
school truants and prostitutes who
are brought in batches by the po­
lice. Other visits were to both
Duta Wacana Christian Uni­
versity in Jogja, and Satya
Wacana University in Saiatiga,
which runs crash courses in Indo­
nesian language and culture in
conjunction with Sydney Uni.

Last stop Jakarta, where our
hosts were LPPS, a development
group set up by the Catholic Bish­
ops. There we talked to a number
of people involved in solving

An agreement was
signed this year by the
Italian Prime Minister
Bettino Craxl granting
“full liberty" to the As­
semblies of God to de­
velop and evangelise In
the country. The Assem­
blies of God has over
900 churches and
preaching points In Italy
as well as a Bible School
in Rome. After the agree­
ment was signed an
Assemblies of God wor­
ship service was aired
over national television
for the first time.

— Dorothy Cant
poverty problems, through Prot­
estant and Catholic groups, Mus­
lim and secular organizations - all
apparently co-operating well and
with healthy respect for each oth­
ers. We were taken to see a new
village being built on land pur­
chased by the church so that
people facing eviction from their
slum homes can build their own
houses, aided by another revolv­
ing fund. We talked to a young
widow, mother of two young chil­
dren. who works six days a week
in Jakarta and builds her house on
the seventh.

Our final visit was the most
moving. We went to a desperately
poor fishing village/slum, with
crowded shacks, open drains and
a quite indescribable stench. The
Muslim Javanese villagers have
been unable to speak Indonesian,
health has been appalling and no
children have gone to school.
Now the local Catholic parish has
bought two buildings in the heart
of it, and three nuns and a team of
volunteer ladies come regularly,
to educate the children, assist a
doctor in his clinic, and teach the
mothers cooking, reading and
writing, nutrition, family plan­
ning, sewing and Indonesian.

Outlasting impressionoflndo-
nesian Christians is of a kindly,
hospitable people committed to
serving Christ as he comes to
them in the needy of their commu­
nities. They seemed to us to be
signs of hope in the midst of suf­
fering.
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A Conference is to be held
in Pretoria, South Africa, in
Feb. 1988 to bring to­
gether supporters of the
National Initiative for Rec­
onciliation (NIR) from all
over South Africa. The
conference will focus on
the theme "Helping the
local church to Work for
Change in South Africa".

Whilst the aid allocation
In this years Federal
Government Budget
escaped further cuts on
Sept. 15 it nevertheless
will fall to Its lowest level
for more than 25 years.
Aid this year is expected
to be 0.36% of GNP
which will see Australia
fall below the interna­
tional average for the
first time.

50 Australian develop­
ment agencies are seek­
ing international support
for an independent, inter­
national enquiry into East
Timor in a bid to focus
international concern on
the issue.

Baptist pastor Titus
Mihet appeared In court
on Nov. 6 for building a
church in the village of
Marca, 25 miles from his
main church in Zalau in
north western Romania.
Work started in May and
Is still incomplete but
the church Is already
used for worship. He Is
charged with building a
church without authori­
sation. The congrega­
tion numbers 150 In a
village of 9,000. Mihet
looks after 7 churches in
the area with 2 lay help­
ers.

Pastor Doru Popa was
expelled from the pastor­
ship of his church in Arad,
Romania, by the Baptist
Union after pressure from
the Romanir n state on its
leaders. Popa, an engi­
neer, gave up his job this
summer to serve his
church full-time. He had
98% support of his church
for this move.

Baptist evangelist from
Leningrad Valeri Bari­
nov, who had been ex­
pected to emigrate from
the Soviet Union with his 

family in Oct. has not yet
fixed a date for leaving
the country.

According to the Director
of the Chinese Research
Centre, Jonathan Chao,
the church in China is at
the moment the fastest
growing church in the
world. In his estimates, by
the year 2010 there wil I be
100 million Christians in
China. Their present num­
ber is about 50 million.

Youth Discipleship
Camps conducted by
African Enterprise in
South Africa are being
seen as a simple, effec­
tive way of beginning to
heal wounds of distrust,
anger and violence. The
basic concept Is that
black and white young
people, future leaders,
come together for
prayer, Bible study, fel­
lowship and soul
searching discussion.

For the first time since
World War II, Moscow has
a Jewish public lending
library; housed in a private
apartment, it opened on
Sept 10. The library's ini­
tial collection numbers
only 500 volumes (in He­
brew, Russian and Eng­
lish).

The US Supreme Court
ruled recently that relig­
ious organisations may
discriminate on the ba­
sis of religion in their
hiring and firing, even
for Jobs that are not
overtly religious. The
ruling appeared to be
limited to nonprofit or­
ganisations.

36% ol Americans believe
astrology reports to be
scientific, according to a
poll of 2,000 adults. The
study showed that 67% of
Americans read astrology
reports often or some­
times.

In America the Christian
spouse in a mixed mar­
riage Is much more likely
to change religion than
the Jewish spouse ac­
cording to a recent study
of Jewlsh-Chrlstlan
couples. One third of
Christian spouses con­

vert while only 5% of
Jewish spouses aban­
don their faith.

The number of unreached
peoples (i.e. ethno-lin-
guistic groups without pre­
vious contact with Christi­
anity) are estimated to be
530.

According to Marilyn
Pye the real site of the
Garden of Eden is In
Queensland. Pye holds
a belief that the mummi­
fied bodies of Adam and
Eve, along with many
ancient records, lie bur­
ied in a pyramid tomb in
a hill In Cooktown,
Queensland.

The Californian Court of
Appeal has reinstated a
lawsuit for $1 million
brought against a congre­
gation by a couple whose
son committed suicide.
The couple said incompe­
tent counselling by four
ministers of Grace Com­
munity Church, a funda­
mentalist congregation,
led to their son's death.
The court opinion said the
issue is not a question of
clerical malpractice, but
rather a question of “negli­
gent failure to prevent sui­
cide and intentional or
reckless infliction of emo­
tional injury causing sui­
cide".

3 more church buildings
have been torn down In
recent months In con­
nection with urban rede­
velopment projects In
the Romanian capital.
One was the 18th cen­
tury Sfinta-Vinerl church
which was recently
completely restored.

As a result of a Swedish
parliamentary decision the
(Lutheran) Church of
Sweden will no longer be
the country's official regis­
try as from 1991. Currently
every baby born in Swe­
den (Lutheran or not), and
all immigrants to Sweden
are required to register
with the Church.

In some provinces of
Mozambique up to 95%
of the children of dis­
placed families are suf­
fering from severe mal­

nutrition. The Mozambi­
can Government’s relief
arm says not only are the
vast majority of the chil­
dren victims of pro­
longed hunger, but they
are also suffering from
disease related to the
starvation.

Toxic chemicals used in
agriculture claim the lives
of at least 5,000 in Brazil
every year and contami­
nate another 500,000. The
release of information on
the chemical contamina­
tion comes as Brazil is
struggling to cope with a
major nuclear radiation
scare.

From one small centre In
Sydney which opened In
1963 Life Line has grown
Into a world movement
that has developed with
283 centres In 12 coun­
tries. Life Line goes
under the name of “Tele­
care" In Canada and
“Contact" in the US.

A small passenger plane
belonging to the American
MAF was hijacked on Oct.
30 during a flight over
Surinam’s jungle interior.
The pilot radioed head­
quarters to say that he and
4 Surinamese passengers
were safe in a village
about 120 miles to the
south. The pilot has been
released since but no in­
formation is on hand as to
the fate of the passengers.

150 evangelists from 18
states of India, repre­
senting various lan­
guages, cultures and
denominations gath­
ered In Bombay Oct. 25-
Nov. 1 for the Confer­

ence of National Evan­
gelists. Jonathan
James, National Direc­
tor of AEF for Australia,
New Zealand and the
Pacific Islands was the
keynote speaker.

In what is probably an
Australian record for vol­
unteer fundraising, Spring
Fair '87 raised $217,000 to
support the ministries of
Wesley Central Mission in
Sydney.

The United Church of
Christ became the first 

major US denomination
to officially acknowl­
edge “that Judaism has
not been superseded by
Christianity” and that
"God has not rejected
the Jewish people".

On Oct. 25 over 1,000 Bri­
gade members packed
the Lyceum Theatre, Syd­
ney, N.S.W.,to celebrate
the 104th birthday of Boys'
Brigade. The annual Gift to
Mission appeal raised
$6,700 for braille educa­
tion kits for use in Christian
Blind Mission International
schools for the blind. A
poster competition was
won by the boys from the
189th N.S.W. Tamworth
Co.

An 8 person delegation
from 3 ecumenical or­
ganisations — the
World, Latin American
and US National Coun­
cils of Churches — Is to
visit the 5 central Ameri­
can nations which are
parties to the regional
peace accord.

The General Synod of the
Reformed Churches in the
Netherlands has commis­
sioned an investigation
into the biblical foundation
of infant baptism.

Church leaders from
Japan, South Korea, Tai­
wan and Hong Kong met
recently with staff mem­
bers of the Christian
Conference of Asia to
discuss Issues related
to partnership, sharing
of resources, human
rights and democratisa-
tlon In their region. A
major focus was the
emperor system and the
treatment of aliens In Ja­
pan.

600 million rural Indians
have been experiencing
the effects of the current
'creeping drought' which
began back in 1980. A
■creeping drought' is occa­
sioned by the recurring
failure of seasonal rains,
the gradual lowering of the
water table, and the drying
up of traditional village
wells. There is an increas­
ing number of villages that
do not have safe, reliable
drinking water.
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Thoughts for Christmas
A woman came to her minister wanting suggestions for

Christmas carols for a party she was having. He gave her
a list, but she complained that none of them was suitable.
‘They’ve got too much theology in them,” she said.

She was looking for “Jingle Bells" and “White Christmas”
and “Hurrah for dear old Santa Claus”. But Christmas is all
about theology.

What is Theology?
Theology is the study of God, his attributes, his nature,

what he has done and is doing, and his relationship with
people. To think theologically about Christmas is to blow
our minds with the endless meanings of it. It is all about
God.

For instance, we read that “in the fulness of time God sent
his Son”. What theological implications are in that simple
sentence! It means that God having created the universe,
knew in advance the risk he took in creating men and
women with freedom of choice. He knew that they could
never become dynamic, creative people unless they had
such a choice. But he also knew that inevitably they would
make a lot of bad choices and often destroy themselves and
theirsocieties. But God proceeded with his creation, believ­
ing that it was worth it. For all the bad choices there would
be those who would choose to become children of God. So
“in the fulness of time God sent his Son.” At just the right
moment in history God arranged for a Saviour.

In homo sapiens, made in his image, God reached a peak
in creation. But inevitably the image was marred. So God’s
contingency plan was to achieve a higher creative peak
still, “the new man in Christ Jesus”.

Incarnation
And in thinking theologically of Christmas we have that

expressive theological word "Incarnation". Literally it
means “in the flesh”. Christmas was when God came into
the world in Jesus to live in human flesh. During the time of
his being “in the flesh" God did not have to stop being God
the creator and sustainer of the universe, but by his very
nature could at the same time be "God-in-a-man" as one
writer put it.

The incarnation means that we can take a long look at
what God was doing and saying and being when he was “in
the flesh". Then we can know what God is doing and saying
and being, now.

It only takes a little bit of imagination to see God at work
in the healing teams round the world, performing his heal­
ing miracles, even through those who do not know him. It
is not hard to see God, once in the flesh, now at work in the
often stubborn minds of national leaders, whenever they
have insight and a will to peace and justice and compas­
sion. (That is why the Bible tells us to pray for them!) The
very first Christmas carol, Mary’s song, is all about this sort
of thing.

Salvation
Christmas is all about the theology of salvation. "Unto you

is born a saviour,” carolled the angels. “You shall call his
name Jesus,” said the messenger, :”For he shall save his
people.’’There is so much theology wrapped up inthe terms
saviour and salvation, that it is a pity to narrow it down into
merely the assent to a formula that gives us the right to go
to heaven when we die.

Salvation is all about the action of a gracious, creative
God in the lives of those willing to respond to him. Salvation
is God releasing us from hang-ups, fears and inferiority
feelings, now. Salvation is God creating in us the will to love
and to care. Salvation is God building into us the stuff of
eternity, so that at the end of life God cannot stop us.

Not only in the Gospels
And Christmas theology is not only in the gospels. In

Philippians we see Christmas according to Paul. In his
great hymn in chapter 2 he describes the Christmas event
as Jesus Christ being in the form of God, but emptying
himself, being born in the human likeness and in obedi­
ence, taking death in his stride. The theological implications
of the word “therefore” in verse 9 are staggering. That one
word takes in the whole action of God from the stable birth
to the whole of creation confessing that Jesus is Lord to the
glory of God the Father.

I have no quarrel with Jingle Bells and White Christmas
and holly and ivy and tinsel and Christmas holidays. Christ­
mas is a celebration and who is going to be squeamish
about the ways in which we celebrate God’s breaking
through into our humanity?

The important thing is not to lose sight of what we are
celebrating.
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OBITUIRY
--- ------------ 1

Obituaries limited to 100
words.

ANTHONY, Doreen
(10.11.87).  A beautiful and talented

woman is sadly missed at the Port Lincoln,
SA, church ^though all share the confi­
dence she is now in our Lord's presence.
Doreen's husband Brian and children
Cheryle, Carmel, Bill (dec.), Lee and Gary
received strong testimony to the love and
respect with which she was held in the
community. Her many works of art, oils on
canvas and on chinaware, beautify spe­
cial places in many homes. Doreen was a
keen worker in the Sunday School, Giri's
Club and C.W.F. Aged 57years at the time
of her death she is remembered with love.

— Jim Spiker
BOWDLER, Gwendoline May

(16.10.87) Miss Bowdler died three
days after celebrating her 92nd bithday.
When her family moved into the Fairfield,
Via, district she was actively involved with
St Paul's Anglican Church and the Church
of Christ and a regular supporter of the
local Council of Churches. During World
War I she and her family constantly pro­
vided encouragement to you ng soldiers in
training at Heidelberg, making them wel­
come in the home. She was a competent
seamstress with Hicks Atkinson until re­
tirement She was a member of the Hei­
delberg choir and a member of the original
committee of Carols by Candlelight of
which she was librarian for a number of
years. She is survived by her sister Mrs N.
Houghton.

— Ran Tippett
CORBETT, Caroline France*

(19.11.87).  Caroline was bom in
Brighton, Via, in December 1888and died
peacefully two weeks before her 99th
birthday. After her husband's death in
1963 Caroline continued to live in Malvern
until about two years ago when arthritis in
the feet made it necessary to go into
nursing homes. In early days she was
associated with the South Yarra church
and for the last 20 years with Gardiner
where she was a regular attendee She
was a kind and generous person, had a
good sense of humour and an amazing 

memory of people. Her passing brought to
an earthly end a long and memorable life.

— Harold Steele.
HOWELL, Mary Antoinette

(25.10.87) Nettie, daughter of Jabez
and Margaret Thurgood, was the third
member of the Fairfield, Vic., church to be
called by her Lord within a few days. She
had spent her life serving at Footscray,
Carnegie and Fairfield during her 81
years. In her youth she was active in all
aspects of the worship and sporting activi­
ties of the churches concerned. Following
the death of her mother soon after the birth
of her sister Eileen she devoted herself to
caring for the family. She became a psy­
chiatric nurse where she met William
Howell whom she married. At Fairfield she
was a strong supporter of C.W.F. She
maintained constant attendance at serv­
ices despite considerable difficulties until
confined to hospital shortly before her
death. We commend her brother Bill, sis­
ters Gwen (Mrs Chiffey, Coffs Harbour)
and Eileen to the love and compassion of
our Lord.

— Ran Tippett
REVELEIGH, Edward (Fred).

(23.11.87).  Edward Reveleigh was born
at Williamstown, Vic. on July 9,1900 and
grew up working hard as an apprentice
boiler maker and engineer. He attended
the Middle Park church in his youth and
was baptised in 1922. That commitment to
Christ was to continue strongly through­
out his life. Fred was usually to the fore
when it came to doing the manual labour
around the church and loved nothing bet­
ter than to be making or repairing things.
As the Secretary of the football and tennis
teams he put organising skills to work. At
that time he was also Secretary of an
enthusiastic Bible class of 28. Fred mar­
ried the only girl with whom he ever kept
company. He and Gwenellian (Gwen)
were married on December 21,1929. His
passing ended a lovely partnership of joy
and service together in the church. Mov­
ing to Dandenong in 1941 they joined the
church there, and Fred again commenced
to put his working skills to great advan­
tage. He was always organising and doing
any work needed. When a new church 
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was built in 1957, Fred was in the forefront
of the organising and building of so many
of the requirements. He and Gwen served
faithfully as members of the board for
many years, and never missed either
morning or evening worship until later
years. His work of maintenance at the
Dandenong Hospital resulted in him being
declared an Honorary Life Governor. His
organising ability was made available to
the Comforts Fund during World War II,
and he did a lot of building for the Girl
Guides when Gwen was a Commissioner.
Fred worked for the SEC for 35 years until
he retired, and was held in high esteem.
Fred Reveleigh always worshipped and
worked as a faithful and an obedient fol­
lower of the Lord Jesus Christ. Fred was a
faithful and loving husband. A father to
Dianne (Avery) and Wendy (Allen) who
will be greatly missed. A grandfather who
was dearly loved. A co-worker who was
respected and admired.

- P.A.P.
SCHILUNG, Iris Evelyn

(12.10.87).  The Nowra, N.S.W., church
was saddened by the passing of Iris. Her
parents were Arthur and Ada Smalley of
the Ballarat church. She was bom at
Heathcote, Vic., one of 13 children. She
married Hany at Burnley church, July 13,
1940, just prior to him going overseas on
active service. She was a Sunday School
teacher, Christian Endeavour leader at
Burnley, Dandenong and Morwell
churches. At one time she organised a
half-way house in her own home for
women and children needing help. She
was instrumental in the establishment of
Lifeline in Morwell, the first scheme in
Victoria. She was one of the early mem­
bers of the Nowra church being involved in
singing and Bible study groups. She died
at Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney, with her
family present

— J. Clelland.
SOUTH (Volkman), Ivy

(21.10.87).  Bom at Usmore 6.4.20
where she grew up, al the age of 10 she
committed her life to Christ in the 1930
Hinrichsen mission. On 23.5.41 Ivy mar­
ried Charles Henry (Harry) South in the
Usmore, NSW, church. They made their
home in Sydney, attending Marrackville
church. In early 1946 they transferred to
Tamworth, Ivy was one of the foundation
members when the church was estab­
lished 22.11.53. She took an active part in
the C.W.F. and served in all the choirs. As
well she was Kindergarten SupL for many
years. Christian love goes to her children
Patricia, Terry, Jeffrey and Cathy.

— E. Stiles
THODAY, Anna Una

(19.10.87) Mrs Thoday died a few days
before her 95th birthday. She had been a
memberof the Fairfield, Vic., church when
her family was young and led them to
Christ. Later she moved away from the
district, but relumed to renew her fellow­
ship with the church in 1967 when she
resided at the Pilgrim's Rest Home. There
she encouraged other ladies from the 

home to share fellowship with the congre­
gation. When the home was closed she
transferred to Judge Book Memorial
Home at Eltham. Unable to attend serv­
ices she regularly supported the work of
the church. We commend her family to the
love of our Lord who meant so much to
her.

— Ran Tippelt.

i ................. —i

Catholics andA.I.D.S.
The Catholic Education Office

of N.S.W. has provided A.I.D.S.
Kits for its schools.

While the Kitrefers to condoms
as one way of avoiding infection,
it points out that they are not 100%
safe and that ultimate safe sex is
within marriage and through ab­
stinence outside of marriage. It
makes clear that it is not life
threatening (as A.LD.S. is ) to
refrain from sex before and out­
side of marriage.

The Kit uses audio-visuals as
well as role playing, work sheets
and discussion. It also raises re­
lated issues such as how to say
“No!” in certain situations, and
sexual stereotyping and “sexual
bragging".
> ■ ■ ------- ■ 3

Success
In 1985 the project which told

the story of the work of the
Christmas Bowl funds was that
of brick kiln workers in Paki­
stan. A video was produced
which told of people tied by debt
to landlords, working incessantly,
but with no hope of ever being
free.

The funding of a brick kiln for
these serf labourers was a risk but
one which had the hoped for re­
sult. 25 families have been able to
work their way out of bondage
and into freedom of self-help. The
good news is that plans areunder-
way to build a larger kiln.

Leaders of 24 evangelical
groups in Zimbabwe have
committed themselves to
plant nearly 2,000 new
churches in the towns, vil­
lages and rural communi­
ties of their country by the
year 2000.

Wycliffe Bible Transla­
tors are currently work­
ing In 211 different Aslan
languages — leaving
only 1,300 to go.
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Western Region Outreach Committee Picnic
Nearly 200 gathered at Brim­

bank Park, East Keilor, Vic.,
for an old-fashioned church pic­
nic on Cup day (November 3).
There were egg and spoon races,
three legged races, tug-a-war,
water balloon throwing and much
more.

People from the various
churches represented by
W.R.O.C. (Western Region
Outreach Committee) began
gathering at 10.30 for the games
and barbecue. The highlight of the
afternoon was an apple pie com­
petition. There were 16 entries
with the winner being Mrs Leslis
Raisbeck of the Footscray
church. Mrs Cynthia Saunders,
r _ . ——

Outreach Luncheons
Question: How can a small

inner suburban church reach out
to the community around it?

Answer: By asking someone
who knows the needs of the com­
munity, seeing which needs can
be met with their limited re­
sources, and then following
where the Spirit leads.

The Kensington Park, S.A.,
church last year discussed the
needs of their community with a
representative of the Dept, for
Community Welfare. From the
rather long list provided, one
stood out as being within the
church’s means to meet - to pro­
vide the opportunity for elderly
semi shut-in people to enjoy a
meal together from time to time.
The social workers from the local
council gave their active support,
providing a list of people to con­
tact, and arranging for the council
bus to provide the transport to and
from the church. Church mem­
bers volunteered for all of the
tasks involved, from the initial
planning to the washing up so that
no one was asked to do too much.

The guests are greeted at the
door where they pay a charge to
cover the cost of the meal. They
are given a name tag and encour­
aged to mix with members from
the church and Friendship Club.
After a first class meal a program
of entertainment or a talk on a
subject relevant to their needs is
provided.

One thing is quite obvious —
they enjoy the opportunity to talk

Preparing for the three legged race at W.R.O.C. “Cup Day” picnic.
also of Footscray, was runner-up.
After everyone enjoyed apiece of
pie the day was officially over.

Jeff Gray (minister at 

Sunshine), Del Thatcher
(Williamstown) and Dan
Lundgren (minister at
Footscray) planned the day.

Kensington Park Luncheon

Various churches represented
assisted in providing for the
games.

Apology
In our November 14 issue we

published a letter from Marion
Robertson regarding the availa­
bility of Churches of Christ logo
badges from the Gisborne, Vic.
church. We apologise that her
name was spelt incorrectly.

The logo badges are available
from Marlon Robertson, 12
Oakley Court, Gisborne 3437
for 4.50 each (Including post­
age).
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with others as much as they enjoy
the meal and the program.

The church, of course, has been
greatly encouraged as they have
seen the response to this outreach.

Moral: A small churchmay not
be able to do everything, andmeet
every need in its community, butit
will be greatly blessed if it does
something to meet some needs.

— Max Thompson

CELEBRATING
Christmas is celebrating, worshipping the Christ Child,
It is giving, loving, hoping, sharing joy,

Opening a gift wrapped parcel;
And holding in our hearts
The anguish of others,
Their hunger, persecution and poverty;

O may the Christ Child, whose birth we celebrate with joy,
Be dose to those who silently cry.

— Pat Kerr (A.C.T.)

An average of about 20
children die each day at
the University Teaching
Hospital in Lusaka, Zam­
bia, due to an acute short­
age of drugs. Most of the
deaths are caused by diar­
rhoea and most of the vic­
tims are aged between 3
months and 3 years who
have been admitted to the
hospital because of high
fever and vomiting.

A GIGGLE GOES A LONG WAY
by Mary Ann Crum (Baker Book House).

I have about one minute (the time that my kids take for their afternoon
sleep) to tell you about the book "A Giggle Goes A Long Way'.

Mary Ann Crum has delightfully captured the antics of toddlers, and in
a profound way applied them to the ways we relate to God. For anyone
who is involved with children, especially young mums, this book of short
devotions will bring a smile as it realistically examines the joys and trials
of parenthood. Important spiritual lessons can be gained by watching our
kids carefully and remembering that Jesus challenges us to be like them.

Well, I'm off now to wipe the crayon from the kitchen wall Bye.
— Liz Payne.

1987 The Australian Christian (587) 15



Friendship
In the film ‘The Killing Fields’

there is a deep and moving friend­
ship between Dith Pran, a Cambo­
dian, and Sydney Schanberg, an
American. Both are journalists
and both were working on the
Vietnam war and America’s in­
trusion into Cambodia.

In the overthrow of the Cambo­
dian Government by Pol Pot, Dith
Pran became a prisoner. For four
years he endured ‘retraining’ and
for four years his friend tried to
discover where he was.

The story has a happy ending as
Dith Pran escapes and the friends

— R.N. Hawkins.
are re-united.

I could not help but think about
what the Bible talks about as the
cost of friendship. “Greater love
has no man than this, that He lay
down his life for his friends.”This
“laying down of the life" is usu­
ally applied to warfare and dying.
It can mean, however, far more
than this. For you can lay down
your life’s ambition or financial
gain for your friend. You may
prefer him or her above status or
fame and be willing to honour him
or her above self.

when you would choose to be up front
But you are glad to do it for him.

A friend knows you, your weaknesses and strengths,
and still stands with you

even when he has to correct you.
For friendship is based on trust and knowledge.

It may be shattered by exploitation and deceit,
but is healed by forgiveness and love.

The relationship is maintained down the years.
As the song says, ‘Friends are friends forever

If the Lord’s the Lord of them".
The greatest example of friendship I know

is found in the life and words of Jesus,
in the pages of the Bible.

To discover him through trust and commitment
is to create a transforming friendship

that will make you a friend of the friendless
and a friend for all seasons.

A FAM8L5AR FACE
Everyone wants a friend

but few are really willing to be one.
For friendship is costly in time and self interest.

It is mixed with tears and bruises,

— a meditation for Advent 87 based on a
real experience

as well as gifts and laughter.
It may mean playing in the back row

Failure ...Not a Good Feeling!
The word failure is less in use

now and is almost non-existent in
the school system. However
people still have the feeling that
they are failures.

The word “f ailure" is defined in
the Oxford Dictionary as non­
performance, lack of success,

— Russell Wesley
ties is necessary. But to be sensi­
tive and caring is essential. At
such a point in a person’s life it
may be necessary to change direc­
tion. An open door will replace the
one that is closed. This may be a
challenge to try again. It may be
the time to focus on what one can

He stands hesitating on the footpath outside my workplace,
as a cluster of the upward mobile pass by
eager to return from their ample lunch to their decision making.

He looks me full in the face and knows me.
He has the bearing of a professional person gone horribly wrong —
a failed businessman; a broken down doctor; or a rejected clergyman?

He whispers apologetically the need for his fare home.
I give him the money but disturbed by this unwelcome encounter
hurry back to my office and its security.

His image, unidentified, remains before me all afternoon.
In the depths of the night, I awake and know immediately —
it was the face of Christ.

— Bruce McIntosh

Supports Non-Drinkers

style of non use of alcohol
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do. It may be time to focus on who
one is and one’s need for faith in
God. There is no point in thinking
in failure terms.

To contribute by our words or
actions to someone’s senseof fail­
ure is perhaps a sign that we too
have failed! And that is not a good
feeling!

ceasing of action, becoming
bankrupt, and as an unsuccessful
person or thing. So when the word
“failure" is directed to the quality
and worth of a person, we should
be alarmed! The word “failure”
does not imply that “I am a fail­
ure” even if we are feeling really
low after the return of an essay or
exam paper or if someone makes a
personal comment on a job poorly
completed.

No two people are alike. We all
have strengths and weaknesses
and make mistakes. At some point
in our lives, at school, in sport, at
work, in relationships, with life in
general, or with God, we all feel
that we have failed. While there is
no easy solution to this “not so
good” feeling, it is important to
remember that no one is a failure
in the eyes of God. To believe
otherwise would be calling God a
failure, for we are made in the
image of God.

To be honest in our relation­
ships with people is important To
be realistic about people’s abili-

Though the “ecumenical
partnership" in effect in the
US between the United
Church of Christ and the
Christian Church (Dis­
ciples of Christ) is “not the
full unity we seek to mani­
fest", it is an “expression of
visible unity which should
be celebrated and con­
stantly deepened", ac­
cording to a “vision state­
ment" to be circulated next
year by the UCC-CCDC
Ecumenical Partnership
Committee. UCC-CCDC
partnership was declared
in 1985. (03) 650 9711 ■

(OS) 212 356'1
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Stage One at Wanragull Opened.,

The opening of the new complex
Over a century ago, a group of

Christians met to form the War-
ragul, Vic., church. As they grew
they built a chapel. This building
in Palmerston Street was built in
five days. It was adequate for the
needs of the church for many
years. That building was extended
to having a hall built in 1955 and
in 1974 alterations and modernis­
ing of the building were com­
pleted.

Over recent years the building
was showing signs of wear and
was going to cost a lot to renovate.
Also during these years the con­
gregation had grown, so many
more people were attending serv­
ices in a building with boundaries
which could not be extended.

A decision had to be made.
What would the church do? Pay
for renovations and repairs on a
limited site or move?

In 1983 a decision was made to
move. To where or what we did
not know! It was then that a letter
came from St Pauls Grammar
School seeking cooperation be-
tweenourchurch and their school.
They envisaged us building our
new chapel on their land so they
could use it as their worship centre
and we could use their rooms and
hall.

A building committee was
formed to look at this arrange­
ment. Many options were looked
at. As these options were looked at
many barriers arose with titles etc,
so an alternative site was consid­

ered opposite SL Pauls. Again
problems arose, cost of road con-

- struction, acquisition of land for
road access. The costs of over­
coming these problems began to
escalate, so other sites were con­
sidered around Warragul. Again
more problems arose as we tried
to find an adequate site within the
town boundaries and these alter­
nate sites would not allow for
cooperation with the school.

We wanted to move and grow
but everything seemed to be hin­
dering progress.

It was then that Mary and Len
Seabrook saw it as their service to
the church to donate seven acres
of their land opposite St Pauls
school. When the church was at a
low point, we prayed and gradu­
ally saw all the problems being
overcome and the possibility of a
building on the site seemed real.
This generous donation of land
allowed some of the financial
concerns to be overcome. The
Properties Corporation have
been very helpful also.

Many hours of work were spent
planning with the church, archi­
tects and others who could be
involved in the project

The decision was made to build
a complex that could be used not
only to house a chapel and hall but
also a kindergarten facility for use
by the community. There was an
urgent need for a kindergarten in
the area. The need for elderly
accommodation was seen as 

being almost as urgent and so
these areas were pursued and de­
tails obtained.

The old church in Palmerston
St was sold and demolished in No­
vember and for the past few
months the church has met in St
Pauls hall-Much fundraising has 

been done this year and a lot of
fellowship and enjoyment ob­
tained as we strived to work to­
gether for the new building and a
new outreach in a growing area of
the town. The ministry team of
David and Debbie Buesnel
joined us in January.

When the quotes came in for the
complex, the church had to decide
whether to go ahead with the plan
as such, which was above what we
could afford, or would we have to
cut back on costs by omitting the
kindergarten.

The church unanimously de­
cided we were to put the needs of
the community first and therefore
decided to leave off half of thehall
and move ahead in faith knowing
we were still short of the quote by
quite a large amount of money.
Floor coverings and extras were
omitted. A Government grant was
given towards the construction of
the kindergarten and an applica­
tion was made to the Shire of
Warragul for help with the short­
fall of money. A grant was re­
ceived for help with the kinder

‘Continued on Page 18
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Soviet authorities are
thinking of allowing 4 of
Mother Teresa's Sisters of
Charity to work in hospitals
or children's homes fol­
lowing her recent visit to
the USSR. On her visit she
met Russian Orthodox
leaders and visited Ukra-
nian villages where people
who were affected by last
year's nuclear accident at
Chernobyl have been re­
settled.

My wife and I have just re­
turned from the John Wimber
Signs and Wonders Conference
which was held in Canberra. The
conference was organised by
Kairos Ministries of which Rev.
Dan Armstrong is the director.
John Wimber the key-note
speaker at the conference is the
director of Vineyard Ministries
U.S.A, and is well known and re­
spected through-out the world.

When we read in “Renewing
Australia” an article concerning
John Wimber’s teaching on spiri­
tual gifts we were eager to know
more. Statements such as “We
were always taught that healing
and other gifts of the Spirit were
only for New Testament times.
John Wimber says that is not
true!!”

Evangelicals have not accepted
the idea that the experience of the
gifts of the Spirit was dependent
upon a subsequent blessing.
Wimber does not accept it either.
He believes that when a person
receives Christ at conversion he
also receives the gift of the Holy
Spirit to which Peter refers - Acts
2:38. This passage, he says, indi-

The conference was held over a
period of four days. There were
four workshops to chose from
during the afternoon sessions.
They were Physical Healing,
Ministering to the Chronically Ill,
Spiritual Gifts and Developing a
Learning Curve for Accepting the
Supernatural.

The workshops were con­
ducted by members of the Vine-
ard Ministries team. Actuall

people ministering to one another.
Among the 4000 from all de­

nominations in conference we
met at least 15 from Churches of
Christ - many of them ministers
and wives, some who had served
on our overseas fields and it was a
great joy to meet and fellowship
with Rosalie Rofe home on fur­
lough from Papua New Guinea.

No one was expected to accept
and agree with all that was said
and done at the Conference but we
returned feeling that we were
greatly blessed, encouraged and
renewed by the Lord and more
enthused to serve him.

Warragul
• Continued from Page 17
and equipment

Although at present only stage
one of the development is com­
pleted, we look forward to using
the whole of the available site to
further develop the possibilities
that have been shown to us.

As we look back through all the
problems and decision that were
made to get the complex to its
present stage, we see that none of
this would have been possible
without the guiding hand of God.
Not only has a building been
erected, but we have also seen a
growing of God’s people, so now
we can look forward to continued
growth under God’s leadership.

P.S. The complex was offi­
cially opened on October 24,
with Alan Avery as guest
speaker with 300 attending the
weekend services. The above his­
tory of the new church was pre­
sented to the opening service by
Ray Earl a past secretary of the
church, and a member of the
building committee.

120 who are involved with John
Wimber in Vineyard ministries in
the U.S. came at their own ex­
pense to share with others what
God can do through individuals.

The format of the main meet­
ings was to begin with 25 minutes
of praise, singing choruses which
quietly and reverently exalted the
Lord, followed by at least an hour
of teaching and the final segment
of about 20 minutes would be
ministering to one another. At the
conclusion of the teaching seg­
ment the conference would be
asked to wait and see how the
Holy Spirit would move. Some­
times a specific invitation would
be given for people to respond if
they were wanting to be more
effective in the Lord’s service or if
they wanted to receive healing
etc. The opportunity was given for
people to leave their seats and
come forward or to stand where
they were. Others present were
encouraged to minister to those
who had expressed a need by get­
ting alongside and praying with
them. The emphasis was on

On the ocean dark and restless,
While the brooding tempests rage,
They will find the harbour at sunset
And the dawn of a golden age,
When they trust in the Holy Spirit
And look to the vision of God
When they follow the path of our Saviour v
And tread where his feet have trod.

Margaret Burrage-Coburn
(Swan Hill, Vic)

FOLLOWING
To love, to serve and to follow
And thus sail on an unknown sea,With the breath of life in one s
nostrils
Is the glorious liberty
Which the children of God encounter
With the joy of life in their hearts,
And a path of peace through sorrow
And a shield from the fiery darts.

Signs and Wonders Conference.
— Ron McLean

cates two things which happen
simultaneously - the receiving of
Jesus for the forgiveness of sins
and the receiving of the Holy
Spirit From here, he says it is
necessary to take a step of faith.
Since the Holy Spirit now dwells
within there needs to be a moving
out to do the things that Jesus did,
taking the risk, and asking the
Holy Spirit to empower one to lay
hands on the seeker and allow the
Lord to minister healing or what­
ever provision, into the need.

Our curiosity to hear what
Wimber had to say was further
stimulated when we read that in
1982 the Fuller Theological
Seminary had begun a Signs and
Wonders Course with John Wim­
ber as the lecturer. Fuller Semi­
nary has three faculties - one in
theology, another in psychology,
plus a third the School of World
Missions. The last named spon­
sored the course in Signs and
Wonders, known as MC 510. The
School of World Missions was
founded by Dr Donald
McGavran, well known through­
out Churches of Christ for his
leadership in Church Growth. Dr.
Peter Wagner whose views on
church growth and missions were
greatly influenced by Donald
McGavran was responsible for
MC 510, the course taken by John
Wimber which is designed to
explore the theology of the mi­
raculous in evangelism and
church life and to lead students to
experience spiritual gifts and to
leant to heal. It was the obvious
endorsement of Wimber’s minis­
try by such missionary statesmen
as McGavran and Wagner that
helped stimulate us to attend the
Signs and Wonders Conference as
a learning experience and to be­
come further equipped for minis-
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Exchange Program

Phil Kennedy
An exchange program involv­

ing the Queensland Social Serv­
ice Department’s Gold Coast
Administrator and an Adminis­
trator with the National Be­
nevolent Association of the
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) will take place during
1988/89.

Phil Kennedy, Administrator
responsible for the Golden Age
Retirement Village at South­
port and Lady Small Haven at
Benowa, will commence an ex­
change with Charles Katten­
dorf, of the Oklahoma Chris­
tian Home In Edmond, for 12
months in April 1988.

The Queensland Social Service
Department and the N.B.A. have
over the last 18 months achieved a
mutual affiliation.

Executive Director Don

The exchange holds exciting
opportunities, not only for Phil
and his family, but will promote a
deeper understanding of welfare
issues facing both organisations.
At the conclusion of the exchange
each administrator will return to
his home organisation to sensi­
tively apply the knowledge and
experience gained.

Phil Kennedy said, “Through
this particular overseas exchange,
participants will be thrust into
situations where each will no
doubt encounter new challenges
in unfamiliar environments, and
be exposed to different manage­
ment techniques and perhaps dif­
fering philosophies, gain apracti­
cal understanding of how others
meet the needs within society and
of course, valuable long-term
contacts will be made.”

Stewart said, the impending staff
exchange represents the Depart­
ment's on-going commitment to
and promotion of staff training
and development.”

NATIONAL YOUTH
CONVENTION 13

— BE THERE!

Goodbye to Ranwadi

Julie Trinnlck
It’s hard to say goodbye! It

becomes even harder after four
years of teaching in another
country. Julie Trinnick from
Victoria has been teaching
French and English at Ranwadi
Secondary School for the past
four years. She has seen some of
this country’s future leaders and
has shared her faith with them
along with her expertise in teach­
ing. Julie has also run the school
store, taken small groups forBible
study, taken groups of girls camp­
ing, opened her life and her home
to the people of Pentecost Island.

The school at Ranwadi is run by
the Conference of Churches of
Christ in Vanuatu and in this
country where fewer than 25% of

those seeking secondary educa­
tion are actually able to receive it,
plays an important role in the fu­
ture of Vanuatu.

Like many Australians before
her Julie has now to say goodbye.
At the end of 1987 she returns to
Australia but is not sure what she
will be doing. On behalf of the
Australian churches we say thank
you to Julie for her willingness to
serve God and the Churches of
Christ in Vanuatu and Australia.

Soviet customs officials
are still Impeding the
Importof religious litera­
ture into the USSR, de­
spite earlier assurances
that "purely religious”
literature was no longer
subject to any restric­
tions. Keslon College
has received a consider­
able number of reports
that Bibles, Old and New
Testaments as separate
publications and relig­
ious calendars are being
noted on the customs
declarations of Incom­
ing Western tourists,
and customs officials on
these people's return
journeys are checking to
ensure that religious lit­
erature brought Into tho
USSR is taken out again.
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February_l_9^1,, 1988
Friday 19th 11 a.m. Ladles Luncheon and !

Program ■
Saturday 20th 7.30 p.m. Family Social Night ■
Sunday 21st 10 a.m. Worship/Thanksgiving I

12.30 p.m. Centenary Luncheon at I
Town Hall (by ticket) I

0 5.30 p.m. Light Tea |
| 7 p.m. Worship and Praise. |
| Write to Church of Christ, P.O. Box |
1137, Williamstown 3016 for details or I
I Phone (03) 397.5715 (Minister) or D
! (03) 391.6991 (Secretary). Q
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and encouraged by the input of
Rowland Croucher.

The worship service, again
with Rowland, emphasized why it
is The Patch is soon to embark on
renovations. Musical items by
Kevin and Liz Baxter were ap­
preciated. A Pleasant Sunday
Afternoon followed a church
family luncheon with the program
being provided mainly by our
own talented young people and
the young in heart.

A third of South Africa's
white Anglicans are
unhappy with the Angli­
can Church of the Prov­
ince of Southern Africa
according to a recent
poll.

and staff can now be reached on
(07) 3781988 during office hours.
Ifyouarevisitingthecollege, why
not stop in and see our new
offices. Mobile Mission Mainte­
nance has constructed our parti­
tions and they are magnificent.

Randy Edwards,
(Principal)

graduates Noel Baxter, Mark
Willis, and Bruce Warwick,
brought challenging messages on
the theme “Now Faith Is ...”
Graduates for 1987

Those completing the Diploma
course include the following
(their future ministry is indicated
in brackets): Noel Baxter
(Kedron), Rosemarie Homan
(Chaplain, Social Service De­
partment), David Horne
(Coiac, Vic.,), Trevor Pedler
(Roma), Bruce Warwick
(Cairns), Mark Willis (Sun-
nybank), and Brendon Work­
man (Leichhardt). Those com­
pleting the two year certificate
include Garry Cowley, Anto­
inette Herbert, and Karen Sib-
bald.

Each year a number of prizes
are awarded as a result of the
generosity of a number of indi­
viduals and churches. This year’s
prizes were awarded as follows:
Harlaxton Church Prize for First
Year Greek—John Adennann;
Harlaxton Church Prize for New
Testament (in English) — Noel
Baxter: A & W Finger Scholar­
ship for best non-exit student on
basis of College life, academic
achievement and human relation­
ships —Greg Murphy; Christian
Women’s Fellowship Prize for
best lady student—Denise Shep­
pard; Nell Machin Prize for best
contribution to College life —
Antoinette Herbert; College
Dux — Bruce Warwick; H.K.
and I.M.Burkhead Prize for Essay
on the Restoration Movement —
Jenny Ramsay.

As Principal, I believe that
every student deserves a prize
because each one has worked hard
throughout the year both in stud­
ies and in helping to ensure that
the college family works closely
together and supports one an­

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY

ARARAT
Church of Christ

February 14,1988
10.00 a.m. Communion
President: W. Marshall

SpeakeriW.W.Saunders
Fellowship Lunch

2 p.m. P.S.A.
Guest speaker: Malcolm

Gray
Old friends and past mem­

bers invited.

Enquiries: Ron Sel-
wood

(053) 52,1845

‘November Happening’ at The Patch
Rowland Croucher was the

featured guest speaker at The
Patch, Vic., for a highly success­
ful ‘November Happening’ — a
series of various events held dur­
ing November as a time of re­
newal and outreach.

Members, friends and contacts
were introduced to the Happening
with hospitality evenings/after-
noons being enjoyed in various
homes scattered throughout the
Dandenong Hills. The young
people experienced an entertain­
ing and challenging night with
their special guest, Christian
magician, Ric Cutler. A men’s
breakfastcateredby theladies and
a ladies’ breakfast catered by the
men proved to be the highlights.
All who heard him were inspired
["Grasp this unique opportunity to hear in Melbourne

I The Rev. Dr. James Montgomery Boice
j Pastor of Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia,
. U.S.A.;renowned scholar and author on Biblical subjects'; radio
I personality; member of the Board of Bible Study Fellowship
| MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8,1988
| 7.45 p.m. “The Need of the Hour: Knowing God”

Ministers and Students invited to Nicholas Hall, Wesley
I Central Mission, Lonsdale Street, Melbourne
| TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9,1988
| 7.45 P.M. “STANDING ON THE ROCK” — PUBLIC

MEETING
I Scots Church, Collins Street, Melbourne.
| Also: January 31 Melton and Doncaster East Uniting Churches.
! February 7 Frankston and Mt Waveriey Uniting Churches
, February 9 Luncheon for Theology Faculty
i Enqurles (03) 232.6646 or (03) 735.4360
I________________ Fellowshlp_For_R_ey|va|__

College Choir under the leadership of G. Warne.

other.
New Offices

Like the other Queensland
Brotherhood Departments,
Kenmore has shifted into its new
offices in the Administration
Building. Our telephone numbers
have been changed, and all faculty

Kenmore Graduation___
November 20 was an important

date for 10 Kenmore Christian
College students who upon com­
pletion of their studies, graduated
at the Baptist City Tabernacle.
300 came to support the graduates
and their families, many com­
mented that the service was an
inspiration and a challenge. The
College Choir shared in the eve­
ning by singing “Let Us Adore” as
a choral call to worship and a
rendition of the 23rd Psalm as an
item within the service. Prof.
A.F. Wilson, Chairman of the
College Board presided while
Conference President, Don
Cranston, awarded the prizes,
diplomas, and certificates. Three

Don Cranston, Confer­
ence President, present­
ing diploma to Brendon
Workman.



C.VKA.F. remembers

Colour Party (L. to R.): John Piper, Albert Porter,
Don Cleaver, Jim Harrison and Carl Annear.

This year the Launceston
C.W.A.F. meeting fell on Re­
membrance Day so a special
meeting was held. Jean Piper led
a very moving service which
began with the arrival of the Col­
our Party: John Piper, Albert
Porter, Don Cleaver and Carl
Annear, all of whom had com­
menced their war service at the
age of 18.

A minute’s silence followed the
playing of the Last Post. Simon
Harrison played and sang a
composition of his own, "There’s
an Unknown Soldier” and Jim
Harrison reminisced on his serv­
ice with the A.I.F. which com­
menced on the day war was de­
clared when, being in the Militia
Forces, he was called out of
church that Sunday morning Sep­
tember 3, 1939, and continued
with service in the Middle East

Jean's devotional concluded
with the large crowd singing
“Guide me O Thou Great Jeho­
vah”.

There was a very comprehen­
sive display of photos and memo­
rabilia of the Boer War, the Great
War, World War II and the Viet­
nam War which brought back
many memories relating to church
members and their families.

Childrens Book
published

“The Magic of Mr Ree” writ­
ten by Ron Holmes, one of our
South Australian ministers, has
just been published by Vital Pub­
lications. It is a book written for
children in the 10 -13 age range.
Copies are available from Ron
Holmes at 6 Kelrana Ave.,
Noariunga 5167. Phone (08)
384.7788 or Mrs E.M. Ranklne,
Secretary, Federal Literature
Dept., 5 Atkins Ave., Glen Iris
3146. “The Magic of Mr Ree”
will cost $3.95. A review and
further details will appear early
next year.

• All past members & friends are invited to help celebrate our
125th Anniversary
• Fellowship tea & guest artists Saturday
* Special features being arranged
* Pleasant musical Sunday afternoon
* Special Guest Speaker
* Our Anniversary has been listed as a District Bi-Centenary
Event.

PLAN TO BE THERE
More information on (065) 52.4356

Announcing 125th Anniversary
Church of Christ

TAREE
11th & 12th June 1988

Julie Simpson, Jenny Blake, Sue Wigg, Lorna Golder
and Debbie Golder making puddings

The Friendship Centre at the
Naracoorte, S.A., church fin­
ished the year on a high note with
29 attending for the “Pudding
Day”. Everyone helped to make
40 kgs. of Christmas pudding mix
which was then sold for $2 per 500
gms.

Through the year the church has
contacted many people they may
have otherwise never come to
know. The Friendship Centre
gives them a welcoming and
friendly place to entertain and
introduce these people to Chris­
tians who are ready to befriend
them. Crafts, board games, darts

Churches internationally
are stepping up their ef­
forts on behalf of Mozam­
bique. They are raising
funds to aid the 5 million or
more of Mozambique's 14
million estimated to be on
the brink of starvation.
Mozambique's infant mor­
tality rate is the highest in
the world—375 per 1,000.

and carpet bowls are offered each
week. A creche is also held each
week, supervised by a church
member who is assisted on a ros­
tered basis by some of those who
attend the Friendship Centre.

The Friendship Centre has be­
come an important part of the
ministry and outreach of the
church.

Don't miss the 1988
“SUMMER SERIES AT

SEVEN”
CHELTENHAM CHURCH OF

CHRIST
2 Chesterville Rd., Cheltenham, Vic.

‘PRAYER”
A guide to the spiritually perplexed

Five outstanding addresses by GERALD ROSE
7 p.m. Each Sunday of January 1988

• Interviews • Excellent music.
Video & audio tapes available

Relax and enjoy the inspiration of this great series.
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