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Ctairdws off Christ m Vsunmuata
Recently Mary and I spent one

week in Vanuatu on holiday.
During this time we visited each
of the Churches of Christ mission­
aries in Vanuatu and learnt some­
thing of the work of our churches
there.

The overall impression we had
of the Conference in Vanuatu is
that the churches are experiencing
growth and, in some places, see­
ing movement in churches that
have been static for some years.
There are several churches that
have made inquiries about the
possibility of linking with
Churches of Christ because they
are currently not being given
much help by their particular
denomination. Also several
churches in areas like Santo are
developing outreach works in
new areas.

The political situation in Vanu­
atu does not seem to have affected
our churches at this stage. The
week we spent in Vanuatu was
spent on the islands and not in Port
Vila, the capital, where most of
the troubles have been.

One sign of the growth that is
occurring in the churches was a
series of baptisms on the weekend
prior to our arrival. On the island
of Tanna, which is in the southern
area of Vanuatu, there were three
baptisms on August 7. This area is

Charlesworth Banl (woodwork teacher) and Silas
Bull (Principal) at Ranwadl Junior Secondary School

a recent development in Churches
of Christ history and is significant
in that the Churches of Christ
work on Tanna is in locations
where no other churches are cur­
rently involved. The local villages
in this area have been asking for
assistance with education and
with the supply of pastors. The
evidence of growth and the bap­
tisms have given the Conference
in Vanuatu a great boost.

On the same day (August 7)
there were 16 baptisms (12 boys
and four girls) at Ranwadl Jun­
ior Secondary School, Central
Pentecost. 14 of those baptised

Ruben and Mel De los
Santos, a Filipino couple
teaching at Ranwadl

were students at Ranwadi, one
was a girl from a local village,
Baravet, and the other was a male
student from Melsisi Junior Sec­
ondary School, aRoman Catholic
secondary school also in Central
Pentecost. This is the largest
number of baptisms at the school
in over four years.

Over 200 attended the special
service and feast that followed the
baptisms. Several events were
marked in the celebrations. The
students who had taken part in the
Secondary School sports in Santo
were welcomed back. The soccer
and volleyball teams had both
made the finals andTongken Bae
had won a bronze medal in the 200
metres sprint.

Also there was a special fare­
well to Bill Bule during the day.
He had just completed 18 months
as chaplain to the school. Bill is
leaving the school to take up a
position of responsibility with the
Conference in Santo. At the same
time Pastor Japhetb Garae was
welcomed as the new school
chaplain.

Further information on aspects
of the missionaries’ work and
church life in Vanuatu will appear
in subsequent issues.

— Chris Ambrose
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ICOMMiNT
Church Management

When Jesus cast out the money changers from the temple, he opposedoptedP^ctice
which we would ah find very easy to condemn. One wonders how he wouldreac to.the
conditions now. There may be no actual money tables to overturn, u tneffcrH16
are matters which invite correction and even drastic actwn. These include ineffective
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management and the absence of accountability. ,
Church management practices are in need of a review since they re a e e ective

continuing witness of our church. Assoonasitbecomesclearthatac urc asenere apenod
ofdecline we should adopt some simple rules of review. This begms wi a etai e appraisal
of the situation, a definition of the areas of weakness and the possible imtiatives to strengthen
them. This is a systematic and impartial examination of the conditions which call for
correction. In no way should it be intended as a criticism. It is a search for a prescription, a

prescription for survival and growth.
In these circumstances officers inexperienced in the outreach, finance and management

skills required to pronounce upon such a situation are frequently out of their depth and adverse
trends in growth and leadership are permitted to continue to a point where rehabilitation
becomes difficult. Attendance records are only one specific measurement against which
results can be gauged. There are a number of other areas which bear upon church health
including spirituality, pastoral care, finance and planning. All need to be examined. The
decline in so many of our churches is evidence of the necessity for such examination.

Since methods for measuring administrative performance exist, and are available, they
should beused. Without them the board will almost certainly experience difficulty in isolating
the causes of the decline and recommending corrective measures. As a result, decisions are
delayed or are indecisive.

In everyday affairs directors are selected because of their proven skills and training and are
usually remunerated. They are accountable for the implementation of company policy and for
the results. Whilst the Bible provides the policy, the administration in our churches is relatively
free of controls and left to a committee whose elected members often lack management skills,
experience or training. They are unpaid and not held responsible for results. Y et their position
is of utmost importance.

Performance standards should be applied within the local church, monitored continuously,
analyzed and understood. In the day of computers this is elementary. There are clear and well-
defined management rules used in other enterprises to ensure that results are achieved. In the
case of our church, where the results are much more Important, it Is necessary to fix
targets for growth, measure the results regularly and report to the congregation.

A regular and systematic evaluation of all the factors of church health is essential for
effective service. This evaluation should be the responsibility of every elected board of officers
in all our churches, updated and reviewed regularly.

Universities encourage their staff to keep abreast of developments outside of campus. They
are encouraged to return periodically to field work in their chosen subject. By so doing they
retain a fresh outlook towards their job and the results they achieve are more measurable.
Perhaps church administrators and teachers could gain from a similar practice. Our colleges,
also, should be able to demonstrate in the field the effectiveness of what they teach in their
classrooms.

Areas for improvement worthy of debate include the following:
1. Relevant, comparable and embracive statistics from all churches, monitored

continuously, should be available.
“S’ indep®n,?ePt “mmittee of experienced managers should be estab-

toSraS 8 31635 °f weakness-Local church boards to have access

3. Performance records of all pastors should be maintained

i 6-.I"ter-c*lurch comparisons (found essential in industry) should be available to
S"“o^teachmaym“

7. Research programs should be established, publicised and maintained.

—Stan Gilmour
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Husband and wife ministry for Belconnen

Sprite!! water
Behind our house one summer was an unusual

sight: a rose bush with bursting buds and tender
green shoots. I wondered how this could be when, in
the prevailing drought that has scorched the rest of
our lawn, everything was withering and drying. Of
course, the rose bush was getting water, but from
where? On closer inspection 1 found the drain open­
ing from our air conditioner was directly above the
rose bush. It emptied squarely around the rose. The
rose was rooted in soil with a supply of life-giving
water.

How much is this like those who receive the living
water from Jesus Christ. Our Lord said, “He who
believes In Me shall never thirst.” Jesus assured
the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, “The water
that I shall give him will become In him a spring
of water welling up to eternal life.”

What is the spiritual water that keeps us alive and
makes us fruitful during the drought of sin prevailing
in our world? God gives us various cups to drink
from: His divine grace, the gift of eternal salvation in
Jesus Christ, the forgiveness of sins by what Jesus
did on the cross of Calvary, fellowship with other
Christians, and fellowship through the bread and
cup.

It was His body and His blood shed on that cross
for us that enable us today to share that living water.
By remembering we share that living water. By re­
membering that He provided this spiritual water that
we would never die of thirst, we pay proper worship
to Him around His table. As by faith and obedience
we drink this living water, we receive eternal life.

—L.A. Morris
Reprinted from “Christian Standard,”

the Journal of the Churches of Chrlst/Chrlstlan
Churches (Independents), USA.

On August 28 the Belconnen,
ACT, church commissioned
Heather Potter as a pastoral
minister. Heather will minister in
partnership with her husband
Paul, forming an historic new
team ministry within the Belcon­
nen church.

Since Heather’s appointment is
part of the ACT Conference struc­
ture, the commissioning was led
by Jacqui Pederson, the ACT
Conference President. Belconnen
elders participated through the
laying on of hands and prayer for
Heather and the congregation as
partners in ministry.

The Belconnen elders recom­
mended the employment of
Heather for two days a week in
this ministry in response to a 40%
growth in church attendance in the
recent years and Canberra’s mov­
ing population. Heather brings to
her call special gifts in interper­
sonal relationships and small
group leadership. Her brief is
especially to promote the bonding
of people, both those on the grow­
ing edge of the church and those
within the fellowship, to develop
small groups for fellowship and
spiritual growth, and to partici­
pate in pastoral care and outreach

Jacqueline Furler commissioning Heather Potter

through visitation and counsel­
ling.

The elders and board sought
confirmation from the church for
this new ministry through its

recent Stewardship Education
program—the congregation re­
sponded with a 40% increase in
weekly giving!

New Connexions celebrate
10 years

For 10 years the young people
of Magill Church of Christ, SA,
have been presenting gospel
musicals to audiences throughout
the state. We are proud that New
Connexions have maintained
such enthusiasm and wide support
for so many years. During that
time 150 children have partici­
pated in musicals.

This year we are travelling
‘down memory lane’ with songs
you will remember from God’s
Kids, Bullfrogs and Butterflies,
the Kid’s Praise series and oth­

ers. You'll meet Psalty again with
Charity and the Church mice in
Kid’s Praise 4.

We invite old friends and new
to share in our birthday celebra­
tion on the weekends of October
28 and 29 and November 4 and
5. Performances will be in the
Auditorium at Strathmont
Centre, Grand Junction Road,
Gilles Plains.

Tickets are available from He­
len Smith (08) 337 8328. Adults
S6, child/concession S3, family
(two adults, three children) S15.

Sunday

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Melbourne
(Cnr Swanston & Lt.
Lonsdale Sts.)

9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Lunchtime Service

Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration7.00 p.m.

Wednesday
1.15 p.m. to 1.45 p.m.

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884
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The Board of the Churches of Principal in charge of Wollon-
Chrlst in New South Wales
Theological College has decided
to recognise the significant role of
the Wollongong campus and
therefore the senior minister of

gong campus’.
This is intended to describe Mr

McMurtrie’s responsibility for a
particular area in the life of the
College and is not intended to

the Wollongong church, Barry
McMurtrle, in the College’s
work, by appointing him ‘Vice­

convey any suggestion that a vice­
principal is necessarily to be a
successor to the Principal.

At the QUALCON '88 confer­
ence (Sydney Hilton, August
10), keynote speaker John
Smith, Director of Care and
Communication Concern Ltd.
spoke to 500 business and
government executives on the
topic of "Quality of Life & Rela­

tionships.” Smith cited break­
down of relationships as possi­
bly the single most costly factor
to our nation's economy and
pointed to the tragic effect on
business, social and family life
as a result.

; VISITING CANBERRA?
I Stay with a Church Family
| A number of Canberra church families offer accommoda-|
■ tlon in their homes at basic bed and breakfast rates to help |
I raise funds for "Home Mission” extensions In the ACT. ■
■ If you would like to enjoy friendly "one of the family" hospitality*
I in Canberra write for particulars to: ■’
I Pat & Warwick Wright Barbara Kennedy
| 28 KIdston Cres., 6 Sharp Place, |
| CURTIN 2605 MELBA 2615 |

| Phone (062)81.3088 Phone (062)58.1360 |
p Advance bookings appreciated* * p

Les Stewart
Take a normal youth and ask

him how he would feel about
going on a holiday with his grand­
father and you would expect an
unenthusiastic response. Not so
with Jason Jeffers, for he knows
that his grandad is well able to
providehim with a good time. His
grandad, Les Stewart, has been
trekking through rugged terrain
for well over 20 years. In January
next year he will lead the Explor­
ers 20th Anniversary Tassle
Trek.

Les will oversee three groups of
hikers set to embark on the
magnificent Cradle Mountain-

Lake St Clair National Park.
Nine days of trekking through
some of the most spectacular
scenery in Australia, coupled with
a tour of the historic Port Arthur
region, will be a great experience
for young Jason, who is only four­
teen.

The Trek is open to all those 14
years and over and costs $400
(return air fare from Melbourne).
All inquiries regarding the Trek
should be directed to the Depart­
ment of Mission, Education and
Development, 52 LaTrobe
Street, Melbourne 3000. Phone:
(03) 662 2377.

REGISTER NOW!
EXPLORERS TASSIE TREK '89

20th ANNIVERSARY
January 5 to 17,1989

Cost: $400 (ex Melbourne)
HURRY—PLACES ARF. T r ~"

Inquiries to:
Department: of Mission, Education and Development,

52 LaTrobe Street,
MELBOURNE Vic. 3000

Phone: (03) 662 2377

aulil:
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Cartingford College and Wollongong Institute unite
It is tremendous to be able to

announce the combining of the
Churches of Christ in NSW
Theological College (commonly
known as Carllngford College)
and the Institute for Contempo­
rary Church Leadership (a
ministry of the Wollongong
Church of Christ).

The Board of the College will
recognise the significant role of
the senior minister at
Wollongong, Barry McMurtrle
within the united body. Dr Carol
Preston, the Dean at Wollon­
gong, will also be welcomed as a
faculty member.

Dr Keith Fanner, the Princi­
pal, said that he is really excited
about the opportunity the College
now has not only to train people
very effectively for general minis­
try, but also to offer excellent
specialist training through a local
church which is alive and grow-
i ------------

Internship

ing. The merger also indicates the
College’s desire to relate the train­
ing to the local church scene.

Some students will undertake
specialist training at Wollongong
in Church Growth, Creative
Ministry (particularly music) or
Youth Ministry. For those who
are doing the fourth year Diploma
program this specialised training
will be their third and fourth years
and for those doing the four-year
Bachelor of Theology/Dlploma
program it will be their fourth
year.

All students will be at Carling­
ford for the first two years of their
training and will have the oppor­
tunity during their second year to
apply to do specialist training.
Carlingford will continue to teach
the B.Th./Diploma and Diploma
courses in a similar way to the
present for those desiring general
training for ministry.

Dr Keith Farmer and Barry McMurtrle

Anyone wishing to know in
more detail the training offered by
the combining of the Carlingford
College and the Wollongong In­
stitute should write to either: Dr

L. Berthelsen, PO Box 140,
Carlingford, NSW 2118 or Dr
C. Preston, Wollongong
Church of Christ, 1-3 Regent St,
Wollongong, NSW 2500.

One of the comparatively re­
cent innovations at Carllngford
has been the introduction of the
Internship Program. In this
scheme students spend the first
part of their final year of training
as full-time interns in churches.
So that they can afford the time to
do this, they carry a heavier aca­
demic load in their second and
third years of study.

All who have been involved in
the program have expressed their
appreciation of internship, believ­
ing that the experience prepares
them for the pressure of full-time
ministry more realistically than
the traditional style of student
ministry.

Jim Bracegirdle has been an
intern at the Thornlle church in
Western Australia this year.
Here he writes of his experience.

On a cold winter morning a
young girl took her life. Rachael
was barely 18 years old. Her
mother and father thought that
they were the model parents and
loved her dearly. On the morning
she died, a suicide note was found
on her typewriter. It read:

"This note I leave for my
mother and father who gave me 

everything in life except a reason
to live."

It was Jesus who said, "I have
come that they might have life,
and have it to the full." John
10:10 (NIV)

Fullness of life is something
everybody is seeking. Rachael
needed a reason to live, others
need hope, peace, direction and
purpose. More and more society
today is realising that these
'qualities of life' are not found in
power, status or possessions but
in a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ.

The world is in a mess and the
pressures of life that all of us must
face become more complex with
the passing of each day. The result
of which is a demand for fully-
equipped ministers to shepherd
the flock. The charge of Christ to
Peter was “Feed my sheep.”
John 21:17 Our goal as church
leaders is to "proclaim him [Je­
sus] admonishing and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, so that
we may present everyone perfect
in Christ" Col 1:28.

The task is great and the society
in which we must minister is
complex, the need to be both the­
ologically trained and practically 

equipped is obvious. The In­
ternship Program offers this level
of equipping for ministry. Each
minister in training who under­
takes this program receives the
opportunity to gain six months
experience in the field.

During this time each student
defines their individual gift areas,
gains first-hand experience of

Dennis Nutt, lecturer at Car­
llngford, spent the first semester
this year as an exchange lecturer
at Milligan College, Tennessee,
USA. His counterpart at Carling­
ford was Dr Henry Webb.

Milligan is a liberal arts college
run under the auspices of our
American brotherhood. It offers a
bachelor’s degree in the main
fields of learning as well as pro­
viding undergraduate training,
and so has a significant Bible
faculty.

Dennis became a part of this
Bible faculty and taught in the
areas of New Testament,
Church History and Greek. All 

ministry, learns what it means to
be a servant, grows in personal
maturity and faith and above all of
these gains the necessary courage
and confidence to be a leader of
the future. The Internship Pro­
gram is a positive, practical step
to allow each minister in training
to realise his/her full potential.

—J. Bracegirdle

‘freshmen’ (first years) have to
take a course in Bible Survey
involving both Old and New Tes­
taments, and in this course he took
two classes. His Church History
courses covered the period from
the Reformation to 1900 as well as
another on Puritanism and Relig­
ious Awakenings. Dennis was ac­
companied by his wife, Pam, and
daughter, Joanna.

Dr Webb lectured in Dennis'
place at Carlingford. He too
taught the Church History course,
and he and his wife, Em, were
well received by all at Carling­
ford. Similar future exchanges
with Milligan are a distinct possi­
bility.

Exchange lectureship
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BECOME A FOUNDATION STUDENT
AT MULGRAVE

In 1989 the College will have a brand new campus, which we believe to be the best facility of its kind in
Australia. It includes

•a well-equipped, modem double-storey library with magnificent views to theDandenongs (as well as books!)
•spacious lecture rooms, tutorial rooms and a lecture theatre (which, for a while, will double as a chapel)
•an excellent student centre
•apartments for married couples (with or without children) and single students’ accommodation
The new campus is the ideal setting for the wide range of courses taught by our excellent (and expanding)

faculty.
Why not be part of it?

Teaching and administration building of the new campus

JJ(DUN AT (CdDJB

Stimulating, challeng­
ing and inspirational . .
words which spring to
mind when reflecting
upon our time as students
at COB.

We have found that the
interaction of studies,
community life and the
care of the lecturers cre­

ates a positive environ­
ment in which to explore
the reality and relevance
of our faith for these
times.

It’s a great place..
why don’t you come
along and find out
for yourself?

Graham and Shelia Woodward with Evan

6 (382) The Australian Christian
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ANNUAL OFFERING
SUNDAY 2ND OCTOBER

COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN
AUSTRALIA

°The College of the Bible has serviced the churches for over 80 years.
°Give generously for the ongoing work of the College.

Mr G. Wigney,
Registrar,
College of the Bible,
7 Elm Road, Glen Iris, Vic,, 3146

PKDSPEaiVlS

SEMINAR
1^45 OCTMEIR WM

The seminar will commence with tea at 6.30pm on
Friday and will conclude at 5.00pm on Saturday 15
October.

This event is sponsored by the College at no cost to
participants.

Mr
Mrs 
Miss
Address 

Dear Mr Wigney,
I/we would love to come to the Prospective
Students' Seminar.

Please send me/us information about the various
courses offered by COB.

Phone

1988 The Australian Christian (383)7



The Letters to the Editor limit Is

200 words.

THE PRINCIPLE OF LIBERTY
To the Editor,

I write to express appreciation
of E.W. Roffe/s article: "Alexan­
der Campbell An Apostle of Lib­
erty" (“A.C." August 20). The limits
of space inhibited a full statement
concerning this important prin­
ciple as advocated in our historic
witness.

The emphasis on “No creed but
Christ", the ancient saying, “In
things essential unity, in things
non-essential liberty, in all things
charity," the distinction between
fact and theory, faith and opinion,
with the advocacy of liberty in
matters of theory and opinion, and
proposition 6 in the "Declaration
and Address’, all call for careful
analysis and consideration as
providing a basic fabric for the
principle of liberty.

This important principle guards
against the use of “unwritten
creeds" which may be used in
heresy hunting and against differ­
ences becoming an occasion of
division.

Yours for an emphasis on both
liberty and authority as against
either licence or authoritarianism,

-E.L. Williams
(Glen Waverley, Vic.)

POLITICAL LITERATURE IN
CHURCHES

To the Editor,
I am in complete agreement

with your concerns about the
League of Rights and the Logos
Foundation (“AC" June 11). Ad­
mittedly these organisations have
woken the church from its political
slumber, but they have sent the
church headlong into uncon­
trolled panic.

I believe that any Christian
organisation should hold to at
least four principles and these
principles should apply to political
literature in God’s house.

(1) That electoral support be
gained by appealing to the mind
and not to the emotion. To appeal
to the emotion proves that you
have nothing to offer to the mind.

(2) That they address people 

and governments with the correct
titles. To refer to governments as
the Hawke government or the
Greiner government is disre­
spectful, and to refer to them with­
out their title of Prime Minister or
Premier shows a disregard for
God's command to respect those
in authority (Rom 13:1-7).

(3) That they should praise as
well as criticise. Acomplete nega­
tive attitude towards a group of
people reflects a lack of Christian
love towards that group.

(4) To be truthful at all times. To
tell half-truths or to omit facts to
gain political advantage is not
acceptable. Jesus Christ is the
truth and nothing should be done
to make the public doubt that.

I believe that the Logos Foun­
dation has failed in all four areas.

—G.W. Williamson
(Hornsby, NSW)

RESTORATION MOVEMENT’S
MESSAGE

To the Editor, .
The Bicentenary of the birth ot

Alexander Campbell on Septem­
ber 12 recalls the emergence of a
movement to restore New Testa­
ment Christianity by the rejection
of all man-made creeds, practices
and traditions, and the accep­
tance of the Bible as the inspired
Word of God.

All that the pioneers of the
movement set out to do was to
promulgate afresh the teaching of
the Apostolic church. Their work
was designed to completely re­
store at once the pristine purity
and glory of the church.

I believe that the Restoration
Movement still has a vital part to
play in calling people back to be­
lieve and practise “the faith which
was once for all delivered to the
saints." However it seems to me
that, for many, acceptance is
more readily received than rejec­
tion when it comes to error, and
that there is a hesitancy, on the
part of some, to state clearly the
New Testament message in its
entirety. For example, how many
times do we hear the mention of
baptism when the message of
salvation is proclaimed? Yet it is 

mentioned time and time again in
the New Testament as one of the
important human responses to

divine grace in Christ.
—F.D. Craig

(Newcastle, NSW)

The Chilean navy has decided
not to remove the evangelistic
ship “Logos” from rocks where
It foundered in January. Au­
thorities also decided to bring
no action against the “Logos”
captain, the owners, or the
Argentinian pilot

After surveying 13,000 people two
American sociologists have con­
cluded that contrary to popular
belief, people who live together
before marriage are twice as likely 

to be divorced within a decade as
those who live apart.

There are four times the number
of Pentecostals/Charlsmatlcs
In the world as there were 10
years ago, according to figures
released by Dr David Barrett,
editor of the “World Christian
Encyclopedia”. Numbering 277
million they now comprise
17.5% of the world’s Christian
population.

Luis Palau was the keynote
speaker at Jakarta '88, a locally-
sponsored conference for Indone­
sian pastors and evangelists held
August 6-8 in Jakarta, attended by
about 4,000. Indonesia has a
population of 168 million, of which
135 million are Muslims.

—TERTIUS

THE CHURCH’S AGENDA
To the Editor,

Years ago we used to talk about letting the world
write the church’s agenda. We meant that the
agenda should include such things as hunger, pov­
erty, justice, discrimination, exploitation and the like.
Of course we were right about these things being on
the church’s agenda. But I’m not too sure that the
world cared much about whether or not the church
had an agenda or what was on it.

We had the idea that putting these social issues on
the agenda would make the church seem relevant in
the eyes of the world, and that the world would join
the church. It didn'tl

I've been musing about what sort of agenda the
world would really set for the church if it had its way.
I’ve thought of a few items:

1. Giving the world the advantages of Christianity
without its disciplines.

2. Keeping the church’s nose out of it when the
world wants to slacken moral restrictions.

3. Sticking to its job of getting people into heaven
and not trying to get heaven into commerce, politics
or economics.

4. Accepting Australia as a pluralistic society when
it suits the world, but affirming Australia as a Chris­
tian nation when we need God on our side in time of
crisis.

5. Keeping up the myth that a good funeral oration
on behalf of the deceased will not only convince the
mourners that he was a good Christian, but will also
convince God who will take him to heaven on the
strength of it.

That s it for ‘starters'. No doubt your readers could
add items to the agenda!

8 (384) The Australian Christian
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ACCOMMODATION WANTED

CHRISTIAN GIRL, 20, working in
the City requires board or accom­
modation in inner Melbourne
South Eastern suburbs. Phone
(056) 23 1420 Bronwyn after 7.30
SOL__________ ______==
___________ TO LET___________

CALOUNDRA, SUNSHINE
COAST, Queensland 2 Bedroom
units. 2 minutes' walk from Kings
Beach. Rates from $130 p.w. off
season to $390 p.w. holiday sea­
son. Phone (071)91 7454.
LORNE holiday home. Available
from late December till March.
Inquiries phone (053) 32 3471.
HOUSEBOAT “White Heron' 10
berth. Moored at Blanchetown,
S.A. Phone (08) 380.5009 or (085)
40.5100 or write P.O. Box 65, St
Agnes 5097.

BUILDERS

IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations -
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557.1257. 41
Somers St., Bentleigh.

ooooooooooooooo
° “The Way We 0
o Were” °
o 50th Anniversary °
o CHRISTIAN °
o GUEST HOME o
° 139 Atherton Road, °
° Oakleigh □
o October 2nd °
° P.S.A. 2.00pm °
o (Formal ceremony 0
o 3.00pm) o
° Suggested dress °
° 1930’s style °
o All invited o
• ••••••••••••••

IDEAL ACCOMMODATION
i FOR ELDERLY MARRIED

COUPLE
Recently renovated cottage—one
bedroom, en suite, loungeroom and
kitchenette.

Christian Guest Home, * 1

Oakleigh

Homelike environment beautiful gar­
dens, activities, meals and laundering
provided, moderate personal care
assistance available if needed.
Inquiries: Admission Officer,

52 LaTrobe St
Melbourne 3000
Phone: (03) 662 1411

COMMITMENT TO THE FUTURE
A legacy perpetuates your interests in church planting,
youth and children's work, evangelism, educational
services and camping. A legacy is your commitment to
future growth and progress.

— Terry McCredden (Treasurer)

DEPARTMENT OF MISSION, EDUCATION
AND DEVELOPMENT

52 LaTrobe Street, Melbourne Vic. 3000.

Word has been received that all
SIM personnel in Khartoum, Su­
dan, are okay following flooding in
the area. They are inconven­
ienced by lack of basic services,
but this is nothing compared to
loss of homes, food, household
effects of Sudan Interior Church
people and thousands of others.
Immediate priority is forfunds from
which SIMAID could respond to
needs as they are made known.
Tax-deductible donations may be
made to: SIMAID—Sudan Flood
Victims, PO Box 371, Miranda
2228. 

The great convergence of 500
cyclists on Canberra Is about to
start. The Perth team Involved
In the Bible Society's “Bike for
Bibles” left on Septembers, for
the ride across the width of
Australia, which will bring them
Into Canberra as part of the
team of cyclists arriving there
from all over Australia, on Sat­
urday October 8.

Families fleeing the war, drought
and marauding tribesmen in
southern Sudan are selling their
J -J- ™ V

INEW HOPEI
I CAN BE YOURS ,
I DIAL (03)11610

EMMAUS,
MURRUMBEENA

CHRISTIAN GUEST HOME,

OAKLEIGH
Single rooms with shared facilities

Homelike environment with beautiful
gardens, activities, meals and laun­
dering provided. Personal Care as­
sistance provided if needed.
Further Information or Inspection
by arrangement contact:

Admission Officer,
52 LaTrobe Street,
Melbourne 3000
Phone: (03) 6621411

children into slavery, in the hope
that the children will at least be fed
until they can return at some time
and redeem them. They also need
the money to help the rest of the
family survive the journey north to
Khartoum or west into Ethiopia. In
Sahafa teenage boys are fetching
about $100.

Bangladesh has again been hit
by serious flooding. Two-thlrds
of the country Is under water
and 350 people dead so far. 36
World Vision projects are
awash and families of 3,000 

sponsored children badly hit,
many with their homes swept
away. The agency will provide
$50,000 for aid, most of It food
aid, as well as medical supplies.

Uganda's Anglican leader, Arch­
bishop Yona Okoth, says treason
allegations against him are aimed
at causing divisions in the church.
The allegations claim the Anglican
leader was involved in an aborted
1986 coup attempt The Arch­
bishop dismisses the allegations
as baseless and concocted.

THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST
SOCIAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT, NSW

is seeking an application for the position of

OFFICE SECRETARY
at 216 Pennant Hils Rd, Carlingford

We are looking for an experienced secretary who is skillled in typing and
general office procedures. Word processing experience and shorthand
would be an advantage.
Hours of work will be 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday and an
appropriate salary will be negotiated.
If you are seeking a challenging and worthwhile field of Christian service—

perhaps this is the opportunity for you.
Applications in writing should be submitted to:

Charles Wilson
Executive Director
PO Box 140

Carl Ingford 2118_____________________

Z MILDURA CHURCH OF CHRIST Z
° Official Opening & Thanksgiving Service “
n for ■

□ CHAPEL EXTENSION
□ & NEW FOYER “
 ■

□ Sunday, October 2nd, 4pm ■
Occasional address: Gerald Rose, Conf. Pres.

□ Past members welcome ■
□ Church family tea 530pm Gospel service 7pm “

1988 The Australian Ciiristun (385)9



MEDIA REVIEW □
BOOKS
YOUR BAPTISM

by Brian White (Vital Publications) $1.50.
This booklet has been designed

to answer some of the questions
often asked about baptism in
Churches of Christ. Questions dealt
with include What is baptism?, Who
should be baptised ... and how?,
baptised or sprinkled? and why
should I be baptised? The booklet
has been designed to be read pri­
marily by youth and for those who
have not had a lot of contact with
baptism within our churches. The
language and style make the book­
let very readable and the informa­
tion is well set out. At various stages
in the booklet there are reflection
questions that should help the in­
quirer understand more of the sig­
nificance of baptism in their life.

Copies are available from the Federal Board of Christian Educa­
tion, 52 LaTrobe Street, Melbourne 3000 (phone (03) 662 2377) and
would be suitable for any Inquirers about baptism or for disci­
pleship classes.

A WINTER'S PRAYERS AND SONGS OF DEATH
by Jennifer Meyers (Joint Board of Christian

Education) $8.95
These poems are a cry

from the heart of Jennifer
Meyers who suffered grief
and confusion from a num­
ber of causes—the early
death from cancer of her
mother, the cot death of a
nephew, her own protracted
illness, the collapse of her
marriage and the failure of
her university course.
Trying to make sense of
these tragedies, and to
blend them into her faith,
she has written some pro­
foundly moving poems
which, in simple personal
language, speak to us about
the problems of suffering,
death and the loss of hope.
On a spiritual level the
poems will be helpful to
those who have endured

Christian Video Library
Movies for Youth, Children, General audiences. Studies by lop speakers.

18-26 Canterbury Rd. Healhmont. Vic. 729 3777
200 Huntlngdale Road, Eaxt OaUelgh, Vic. 544 5844

I 65 Grentell Street, Adelaide, SX 223 4249

Books • Bibles • Records • Cassettes • Music • Gifts
Discount Prices, Mall & Phone orders welcome, Credit cards accepted.

WORD bookstore

similar tragedies. , _ , ,
The book is also recommended to those who struggle to express their

faith and their experiences in poetic form. Jennifer Meyers wntes briefly
with one clear idea or emotion in each poem, even when the emotion is
turmoil. There is the effective useof small details. In "Crossing the poet
conveys, in only 11 lines the surge of hope that comes to one who has
been in a dark country; in "Presenco (Body and Blood) there is the
whisper of resurrection. There are fresh, personal references to nature
and to religious symbols, but these are always related to her own private
aoony and search for meaning and reassurance.

—B.M.W.

THE BARNABAS FACTOR
The power of encouragement

by Derek Wood (Inter-Varsity Press)
We first meet Barnabas in Acts 4

presenting the proceeds of a land sale
to the apostles. A Levite, known to the
young church as Joseph the Cypriot,
his name was soon changed to Barna­
bas: 'son of encouragement1. It was he
who bravely introduced the former per­
secutor, Saul, to the doubting Jerusa­
lem church. In Barnabas' courage,
patience and diplomacy, the author lik­
ens him to missing hostage negotiator
Terry Waite.

This very readable book parallels the
story of Barnabas with the life of a
fictitious, but I suspect, fairly typical
suburban church. Situations where
frustration, hurt and misunderstanding
have prevailed are exposed to the
power of loving encouragement. Derek
Wood gently examines the effective­

ness and biblical basis of various forms of encouragement and provides
several pertinent points for reflection at the end of each chapter.

It is an irony of the Australian character that churchgoers who spend
Saturday afternoon barracking without inhibitions for their favourite
sporting team will be reduced to dispensing platitudes on Sunday. En­
couragement should not be the patronising comments we sometimes
hand out. At times it needs to be unequivocal, even blunt. Sometimes
words are inadequate and what’s needed is our silent company. This very
practical book should be read by all Christians who believe that 'peace­
making begins with me'.

—Graeme Addicott

It’s wonderful to grow old—If you can remember to
stay young while you are doing it.

10 (386) The Australian Christian
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The venue for the Second
Lausanne Congress on
World Evangelization,
which was to have been
Singapore, will be Manila,
Philippines, from 11-20
July 1989.

The Christian Broad­
casting System (CBS) of
Seoul, Korea, has begun
airing a dally program of
the Bible being read at
dictation speed for lis­
teners In North Korea
and China.

The "Global Consultation
on World Evangelization
by AD 2000 and Beyond"
will be held January 5-8,
1989 in Singapore. Many
of the sessions will allow
participants to interact and
find out exactly what oth­
ers are doing to carry out
world evangelization.

Dramatic Increases In
the number of Thai
Christians have resulted
In the establishment of
400 prayer cells among
one congregation In
Bangkok. Dr Krlengsak
Chareonwongsak, pas­
tor of Hope of Bangkok
Church, said that 60 new
members are Joining his
groups churches each
week.

Following a series of vio­
lent atttacks on staff mem­
bers, St Martin-in-the-
Fields, an Anglican parish
in the central part of Lon­
don, has hired security
guards. The church has
long been a haven for the
homeless and troubled,
but, reports a priest on its
staff, people with mental
problems have recently
threatened the staff.

At Its meeting in August
the Central Committee
of the World Council of
Churches extended
General Secretary
Emilio Castro's term to
the end of 1992, by
which time he will be 65.
His current five-year
term expires at the end
of 1989.

As a result of the merger of
two US members of the
World Council of
Churches, the WCC mem­
bership total has dropped 

from 307 to 306. The new
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America has
assumed the WCC mem­
berships formerly held by
the American Lutheran
Church and the Lutheran
Church in America.

The administrative
board of the conference
of Roman Catholic bish­
ops In southern Africa
has condemned recent
bombings In shopping
areas and public places
In South Africa. The
bishops said, “There
can be no Justification
for these Indiscriminate
bombings. But apart-
held, with Its bullt-ln
structural violence, Is
the root cause of the
violent reactions we
deplore.” The bishops
also criticise recent at­
tempts by the govern­
ment information minis­
ter to “Intimidate church
leaders into silence on
matters which they, In
the light of their under­
standing of the gospel,
believe that they have a
duty to comment on.”

Among the sponsors of
Prophets’ Pulpit are Arch­
bishop Penman, SU Victo­
ria, AFES and the House
of the Gentle Bunyip. It
takes place on the last
Sunday of each month,
9pm at St Stephen's Angli­
can Church, Church St,
Richmond, Vic. On Sep­
tember 25 the speakers
will be Archdeacon Alan
Nichols, and Diane Heath
(from the Movement for
Ordination for Women).
The topic: 'Equality and
Justice for Women and
Men'. On October 30 Arch­
bishop David Penman will
speak on 'A Cry for Free­
dom in South Africa’.

The Anglican and Unit­
ing Churches In Mont
Albert, Vic., share a
clergy couple. Rev Harry
Kerr Is an Anglican
priest and his wife Rev
Pam Kerr Is an ordained
Uniting Church minister.

Nigel Goodwin of Genesis
Arts, London, will visit
Melbourne October 7-10.
Nigel has a worldwide
ministry encouraging art­

ists. In 1971 he helped to
found, and for 10 years
directed, Arts Centre
Group, an organisation of
Christians professionally
involved in all areas of the
Artsand Media. For inquir­
ies concerning the pro­
gram for Nigel’s visit
phone (03) 707 1615.

Graham Carslako’o min­
istry as WA PGA Golf
Chaplain has been so
well accepted that sev­
eral golfers have sought
him out. PGA Officials
have recommended to a
number of players that
they talk with Graham,
which they have done.
Graham Is a part of the
Sports & Leisure Minis­
try team working
throughout Australia
with professional sports
people.

In Kampuchea, where
malnutrition remains wide­
spread, over 600,000 hec­
tares of good land cannot
be cultivated because of
lack of seeds, fertilizer and
other requirements. The
country used to export
food before war caused
devastation. A Force Ten
project will concentrate on
developing irrigation sys­
tems, providing machin­
ery, seeds and fertilizers
and training local people in
agriculture.

As a church bell tolled 40
times about 1,200 wor­
shippers gathered in the
Oude Kerk (Old Church)
In Amsterdam, In Au­
gust, for a two hour serv­
ice of thanksgiving and
rededlcatlon commemo­
rating the 40th anniver­
sary of the founding of
the World Council of
Churches.

The NSW Parliament
adopted and passed the
motion moved by Fred
Nile, leader of the Call to
Australia party, calling for
the prohibition of the film
"The Last Temptation of
Christ". Rev Fred Nile
said, This vote will greatly
strengthen the efforts of
the Federal Attorney Gen­
eral, Lionel Bowen, to pre­
vent the importation of this
film which will offend not
only Christians, but other 

religious groups such as
the Muslim community,
who have publicly sup­
ported my call for a prohi­
bition of this offensive
film."

The Christian Medical
Fellowship (Vic.) is of­
fering a Christian per­
spective on AIDS. Their
program will be held at
the Templestowe Bap­
tist Church on Septem­
ber 30 and October 1.
There Is a charge for
each cession. Other
meetings are planned
for September 21,
7.30pm, St Martino
Church, Drummond St,
Carlton; October4 and 5,
7.30pm, MAF Hall, 5
Court St, Box Hill. Infor­
mation from (03) 458
1333.

Bendigo will be the centre
of a Bill Newman Crusade
from 23-30 October. The
crusade will be held in the
Tom Flood Sports Centre,
Barnard Crt, Bendigo. The
crusade office may be
contacted by phoning
(054) 41 4760.

The United Church of
Canada voted recently
to allow homosexuals
Into the ordained minis­
try. The Church la the
largest Protestant de­
nomination In Canada.
After a six-hour long
discussion the Church’s
General Council agreed
to a motion stating that
all church members,
regardless of sexual ori­
entation, were ’eligible
to be considered’ for
ordination.

The Bishop of Namibia, Rt
Rev James Kauluma, re­
cently visited the school in
a township near Windhoek
because he had heard that
the police were taking ac­
tion against striking pupils.
The pupils were boycott­
ing classes in a show of
solidarity with schools in
the northern war zone.
Police began throwing
students into a van, then
shooting rubber bullets
indiscriminately. Bishop
Kauluma, was hit in the leg
and back. Police made 40
arrests at the school.

Tower System* Interna­
tional (Aust) Pty Ltd
(formerly Fletcher DP
Services Pty Ltd) has
developed an ecumeni­
cal computer software
package entitled Church
Management Solution.
CMS automates Mem­
ber, Financial, Resource
and Special Project
work. It provides Infor­
mation which many
churches would not
have time to gather to­
day, enabling more In­
formed decisions to ba
made. Sensitive Infor­
mation Is appropriately
protected from un­
authorised access. In­
quiries to : PO Box 299,
StKllda3182, phone (03)
537 2811.

28,000 families the Syd­
ney City Mission helps
annually through its family
welfare centres will be
adversely affected by the
current State/Federal gov­
ernment dispute over
emergency relief funding
distribution. The Federal
government is seeking to
offload responsibility for
the distribution of Emer­
gency Relief fund onto the
states. Meanwhile, poor
families are suffering. The
Mission is seeking to raise
$300,000 to keep its 7
family welfare centres
operating for the next 3
months. Tax-deductible
contributions can be sent
to: Family Crisis Appeal,
Sydney City Mission, 28
Regent St, Chippendale
2008.

1988 la the tercentenary
of the death of John
Bunyan, best-known for
his book “Pilgrim's
Progress". Bunyan
wrote numerous books
about theChrlstlan life, a
number of them while he
was In prison for 12
years for preaching
without a licence.

FOCUS ON THE
FUTURE AT
FEDERAL

CONFERENCE,
CANBERRA

1989
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Bomb in Council of Churches “What Will I Say?”
building

Khotso House, the headquar­
ters of the South African Coun­
cil of Churches in Johannes­
burg, was destroyed by a bomb
blast early on the morning of
August 31. The building also
housed the Lutheran Church,
Church of Province of South
Africa, Black Sash and various
human rights and ecumenical
organisations. It appears that the
bomb was directed at the section
occupied by the SACC.

Following the explosion the
offices were cordoned off by the
police. There are fears that the six-
storey building will be con­
demned.

The SACC General Secre­
tary, Rev Frank Chikane said
that the bomb was planted by
people who “want us to join in the
lie that everything is okay with
apartheid.”

uncompromising stand against
the apartheid dogma. Recently
SACC organised the church lead­
ers call for the boycott of the forth­
coming elections. They have also
stood by the ‘end conscription’
campaign and 143 young whites
who declared their intention to
refuse conscription.

At its recent meeting in Han­
nover the Central Committee
commended the South African
churches “for their Christian wit­
ness of resolute opposition to
apartheid.” It is now the responsi­
bility of the South African gov­
ernment to find those responsible
for the bombing and see that jus­
tice is done. The government
should also desist from making
threats which fuel animosity.

Churches and community or­
ganisations in the city have of­
fered office space to Khotso
House tenants.SACC has drawn fire this year

from government quarters for its
1 ’----- ■ ~

Australian Churches launch appeal for

It was dusk. As I walked down
to the village I wondered what I
could say to Umbre, whose eldest
son had just died from cancer at
the age of 20. What could I say to
a man who had seen five of his
children die in infancy, and had
now lost the first to reach man­
hood?

As I neared the house where the
body lay I heard him crying in the
traditional PNG way, "O my son,
my son.” I climbed up into the
house and sat with the mourners.
There was nothing I could say. I
could only take his hand in sym­
pathy.

Other relatives arrived and
began to cry loudly. I saw Umbre
go to the edge of the house and
begin to speak. The crying was so
loud I couldn’t hear what he said.

Soon he came over and sat
beside me, explaining, “I was just
telling the family that we will
have no ritual for discovering the
sorcerer who killed my boy. There

—Fay Christensen,
Chungribu, PNG

will be no payback for this death.
My son was God’s and it is only
God who can determine the length
of anyone’s life. God wanted my
son with him in heaven and that’s
where he is now. He had given his
life to Christ. I am happy to think
of him there with God. Let’s not
make God sad by leaving his
way.”

And I knew then that I didn’t
need to say anything. The Word
was already there.

Bangladesh
The Australian Council of

Churches has launched an ur-
desh's 110 million people have
lost their homes in the flood. The

gent appeal to aid the victims of
floods in Bangladesh. Rev. Peter
Holden, National Director of the
ACC’s Commission for World
Christian Action, launched the
appeal in conjunction with the
Sudan Flood Appeal.

Both countries have been dev-

floods have covered three quar­
ters of the country.

Although there is literally water
everywhere drinking water is in
short supply resulting in a diar­
rhoeaepidemic which has pushed
the death toll to at least 1,400.

The Christian Commission
astated by flooding. The ACC is in
partnership with the churches in
both Sudan and Bangladesh and
the appeal will enable these
churches to aid people who have
suffered.

At least 25 million of Bangla-

for Development in Bangladesh
(CCDB) will provide flood relief
with money raised by the ap­
peal.

Readers who wish to contribute
to either the Bangladesh or Sudan
appeals should contact the Aus-

IAN F. KNIGHT, ll.b.,b.com.
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

REGISTERED TAX AGENT
Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates & Wills, °

Taxation, Personal Injuries, Business & o
Company Law. •

10 BEST STREET, 48 MADIGAN DRIVE,.
NORTH FITZROY, 3068 GLEN WAVERLEY, 3150*
PHONE : (03) 481.0854 PHONE: (03) 561.5879 e

trailan Council of Churches at
Box C199, Clarence Street P.O.,
Sydney 2000 or the relevant
State Ecumenical Council.

Campus Crusade for Christ's film
“Jesus" has been seen by 270
million viewers since its release in
1980. It is available in 105 lan­
guages and is targetted for 271 by
1993.

African governments should fight
against the dumping of toxic waste
on the continent by industrialised
nations, Flt-Lt J.J. Rawlings,
Chairman of Ghana’s Provisional
National Defence Council, has
urged fellow Heads of State. It is
about time, he said, that African
leaders adopted a line of defence
to fight against this insult to Afri­
cans.

FOR NEW HOLDEN & HONDA
SEE MURRAY ECKERT
OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden & Honda
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 2721600 A.H. (08) 278 4515
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Obituaries are limited to 100

words In length.
CANE, Esther Eunice

(1.6.88) Eunice (bom 21.3.15) commit­
ted her life to Christ at an early age.
Lovingly remembered as a Sunday
School teacher, CE and Good Compan­
ions leader at the Kedron, Old, church; as
Sister Cane at the Royal Brisbane Hospi­
tal, later at our churches' mission hospital
in Vanuatu; and as Matron of the Golden
Age Retirement Village, Southport, Old,
where she continued to serve in her retire­
ment, editing the Village News, conduct­
ing devotions and working in the CWF
(which she commenced while Matron).

Lovingly remembered by sister Lottie
(Stevens), the families of her nieces and
nephews and her many friends. Executive members and State representatives at the Melbourne Conference.

—J.A. Stevens
FERRIS, Fay

Bom 1916 in Port Broughton, SA, Fay
Kitto moved to Glenelg with her family.
They were linked with the Glenelg church.
Fay married Charles Fems in 1938. Soon
after they moved to Melbourne, attending
the Lygon St and Bambra Rd churches.
Settling in Beaumaris in 1951 they be­
came involved at Cheltenham church.
Fay, a gifted soprano, sang in the choir­
choir leader from 1968-1986. Fay held
many positions for the church including
deaconess and convener of church visi­
tors. Through her encouragement many
joined the church, others undertook lead­
ership roles. Sadly missed by her family,
Charles, Wendy (Morris), Jan (Coleman),
four grandchildren and by all her church
family. —Gerald Rose
ROWE, Arthur Edwin

Throughout his whole life Arthur was

involved with the Kaniva, Vc., church.
Baptised in 1956, he was Sunday School
teacher, lay preacher, minute secretary,
deacon, later elder. As a music-lover he
sang in choirs. He had a concern for the
underprivileged. In 1963/64 he went to
India under the Voluntary Assistance
Scheme of the Church of South India,
working at a boys' orphanage and a farm,
training others. He took an active part in
community affairs: Lions, Rre Brigade,
Grain Elevators Board, Silo Committee,
School Council, Hospital etc. Akeen natu­
ralist, farmer, breeder of stud sheep and
goats. Through study he became very
informed, his advice was sought by many.
Sympathy is extended to his wife, San­
chia, children, Belinda, and Shawn, broth­
ers, Gordon and Edwin and sisters, Jen­
nifer and Lorraine.

—H.C. Wheaton

CRRLINGFORO COLLEGE
Additional material from Page 5.

Who’s New?
This year we had an influx of 20

new students: 18 from around
Australia and two from Korea.
Most of the states were repre­
sented, with Western Australia
and Queensland each having
three students, South Australia
and Victoria two each, and eight
from New South Wales. Ten of 

the new students are married,
most with at least one child. There
are three single females and seven
single males, including one who is
engaged. 18ofthestudentsplan to
do the four-year course, either at
Diploma or Degree level. One is
doing a one-year course, and
another a two-year Certificate
course.

Field Education Director
At the beginning of 1989 Tim

Hanna will commence a ministry
at Carllngford as the Field Edu­
cation Director. The Board sees
this as a vital appointment as it
believes the responsibility of the
College is to train for fitll-time
pastoral ministry. His appoint- introduce some new ideas in the
ment will enable the College to area of practical training.

The annual meeting of the
Federal Board of Christian
Education held in Melbourne in
late July approved important rec­
ommendations from the National
Education Workshop held in
1987. These recommendations
will be progressively imple­
mented by the Board and Stale
Departments as part of a strategy
for the 1990s.

Areas included in the recom­
mendations covered Family Life
Education, Adult Education and
Lay Training, and Children’s
Ministry.

Conference participants, in­
cluding representatives from all
departments, received reports of
outstanding sales of recent Board
publications. These included
Build Mv Church. Basics and
Effective Eldership, all of which
have been reprinted. New publi­
cations tabled at the conference
included Getting Along.
Churches of Christ — A Move­

ment Within The Church, Your
Baptism and a children’s mission­
ary project on Vanuatu. Other
publications are in the course of
production.

Mark Wilson of Western Aus­
tralia presented a report on plan­
ning for the National Youth
Convention to be held in Perth
in January 1990. Details will
shortly be available in Australian
churches.

The Board is also sponsoring a
visit by Jim Smoke of the USA in
April 1989. Jim will lead various
programs in Adelaide, Melbourne
and Sydney for singles.

A report of the Board’s activi­
ties has recently been circulated to
all Australian congregations
along with information about the
Board's annual appeal for funds.

State Departments are cur­
rently considering important new
directions for the Federal board in
terms of role and forward plan­
ning for the 1990s.

PEDIGREE MOTORS
GUARANTEED

USED CARS
658 CANTERBURY RD., SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to ‘TRADE
IN” let TED GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you
the benefit of long experience in the trade

ADVICE FREELY GIVEN
Phone (03) 898.9391 or A.H. 878.4807
Great Range of Cars — medium priced range

PHONE NOW

“TELL YOUR FRIENDS” lm.c.t.437b
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CYC-RAM A8 team crosses sixth border
The Cycling Round Australia

Marathon team of international
and Australian cyclists crossed
the border into Queensland on
August 10, having covered
10,500 kms of their 16,000 km
journey. It was a day of strong
headwinds and choking red dust
as they covered the last 160kms in
the Northern Territory.

Eric Dodwell, Queensland's
representative, was the winner of
a six kilometre sprint to the border
and said, “On long tedious
stretches of highway I have calcu­
lated that I have lifted each knee
2.1 million times since the Mara­
thon began in Canberra on May
7.” In the first three months the
team has had 123 punctures, one
rider taking the record for six in
one day.

During a visit to the Aborigi­
nes Inland Mission Church at
Tennant Creek team members
heard the Bible read to the Abo­
riginal congregation in the Krlol
language.

The Bible Society in Australia
has organised CYC-RAM for the

Michael Marston of Brisbane (left) and Colin Bowring of Perth attending to
repairs

purpose of raising funds for the
translation of scriptures into the
languages of Australian Aborigi­

nals and the people of the South
Pacific. The Marathon will finish
in Canberra on October 8.

Tax-deductible donations
may be forwarded to any Bible
Society office, clearly marked
“CYC-RAM ’88”.

CWF Ideas Market
CWF members were chal­

lenged by Pam Bowers at an
‘Ideas Market’ conducted by the
Resource and Development
Committee following Septem­
ber Council meeting in
Melbourne. She challenged them
to consider how people, prayer
and programs are a vital part of
CWF. She pointed out that people
are most important and that
friendship and belonging are cru­
cial to CWF. In whatever we do
there needs to be prayer. A good
program is a bonus, but people 

need to feel love, warmth and
acceptance.

Joan Pye (Richmond), Nola
Baker (Swanston St) and Claire
Pilkington (Werrlbee), each
representing groups of different
ages, needs and community envi­
ronment, shared ideas on how
their groups were able to develop
by adapting to the needs of the
people in their own particular
church, and by being a caring and
outreach group to the community.

Ladies took part in small
groups to discuss the programs 

which had been most successful
in their groups, why they had been
successful and how their groups
had reached out to others. All who
attended left feeling motivated,
encouraged and inspired to con­
tinue the ministry to women in
their own church and community.

—Barbara Andrews

MECOMMEN©
THE

CHBHSTHAN

Enjoy God’s creation
in the peaceful surroundings

of
FERN VALLEY
GUEST HOUSE

Balook
Comfortable accommodation,
home cooking, open log fires.

Your hosts: Des, Prue
and Aileen Davidson
Phone (051)96 6141
Grand Ridge Road,

Balook 3971.
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Les Lawlor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally — all

types of buildings — anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and al! other

ants — "White Ants”—Borers — Carpet Pests — Lawn Pests,

in fact, any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
piwir Al” aRaB-

Church of Christ

SOUTHPORT
now meets In

Parkland Drive
9.00 a.m. Worship &

Communion
6.30 p.m.

Gospel Celebration
Minister: Noel Newton

(075) 32 5660 or
31 4353 (Home)



COMMENT
Ten Major Trends Facing the World Church

—Howard A. Snyder
What forces will shape the church’s worldwide life and witness over

the next 50 years? While we cannot predict the future with certainty, we
can at least observe current trends and ask about their impact on the
future.

I and my colleague, Daniel V. Runyon, set out to do this. We tried to
look at the whole world scene, not just North America. In that perspec­
tive, it seems clear that the most dominant, shaping trend is what might
be called the new internationalisation of the church—the emergence of
the World Church.

1. From Regional Churches to World Church
The church has always considered herself ‘universal’, but today this

is empirically true as never before. In the 20th century Christianity has
become a global faith; the most universal religion in history. The church
is said to be growing at the rate of some 65 new churches daily, mostly
in the populous, poorer nations of the southern hemisphere. Today
Christians number about one-third of all humanity and more than half the
population in two-thirds of the world’s 223 nations. The Christian
church has become an amalgam of the world’s races and people, with
whites dropping from over 80% to about 40%.

What do these changes mean for the future? We shall likely see a
World Church emerge that is much more diverse ethnically and cultur­
ally; exhibits a greater mutual respect for the leadership, styles, minis­
tries and traditions of other Christian believers; is increasingly urban;
and ministers more intentionally to the poor, oppressed and suffering.

2. From Scattered Growth to Broad Revival
New hope for revival in North America and Western Europe is being

sparked by rapid church growth in places like Latin America, South
Korea and Central Africa. The United States has seen a dramatic increase
in Bible study groups, evangelisation programs and various kinds of
religious education activities outside formal worship. These and other
signs may point to a new spiritual awakening in North America, with
perhaps something similar happening in Europe.

Elements of this resurgence include a ‘third wave’ or charismatic
renewal reaching beyond the present Pentecostal and charismatic
churches; other renewal currents in mainline denominations; a spiritual
resurgence of Roman Catholicism; and new dialogue and fellowship
among Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox believers. The growth of
house churches and of‘power evangelism’ churches may be seen as part
of this anticipated new wave of revival.

3. From Communist China to Christian China
The Chris tian church has come alive powerfully in China over the past

10 years. While no-one knows for sure how large the church has grown,
the Chinese Church Research Center in Hong Kong estimates 30 million
Christians, which amounts to about 5% of the population and more than
50 times the number of believers 36 years ago when missionaries were
expelled by the Communist revolution.

Today the Chinese church exists in three main groups: a somewhat
fragmented Roman Catholicism, the officially recognised Three-Self
Patriotic Movement and the house churches growing in the populous
non-urban areas. The success of widespread lay leadership and house
churches or other small groups, and the sheer numbers involved, suggest
that the contemporary renewal in China is among the great Christian
movements in history.

The Chinese church may provide sources of major new vitality,
leadership and structural forms for the church worldwide. Chinese
Christianity will also enrich the theology and self-understanding of the
world church.

4. From Institutional Tradition to Kingdom Theol­
ogy

A world church touched by renewal will require a global theology—
not a uniform theology for all places, but an understanding of the faith
which is at once biblically faithful, functional for the growth and witness
of local churches, and yet able to makes Christian sense of the world
scene. Such a theology seems to be coalescing around themes of the reign
or rule of God, stressing God’s sovereign direction, despite and through
human agency, in the course of world history.

Increasingly, Christian thinkers are pointing out that the kingdom of
God was prominent in Jesus’ teaching and is a central category unifying
biblical revelation. Kingdom theology speaks of justice in economic,
political and social relationships and ecological harmony and balance
throughout the creation. God as supreme Ruler and Friend of all will
finally be worshipped and glorified by the whole creation.

Such a theology has wide-ranging implications for all areas of the
church’s life, including worship, fellowship or community, witness in
evangelism, peace and justice and the church's relationship to political
and economic powers.

5. From Clergy/Laity to Community of Ministers
A new model of pastoral leadership appears to be emerging in areas

where the church is most dynamic and growing. This points to quite a
different kind of church in the future. The New Testament pattern of each
congregation being led by a group of spiritually mature leaders is
receiving new emphasis, a long-term trend toward plural leadership, the
ministry of all believers and the ‘equipping’ model of pastoral leadership
appears to be emerging, especially outside the United States.

The equipping model, based especially on Ephesians 4:11-12, stresses
the primary function of nurturing and leading the congregation so that
each believer functions as a gifted minister within the body.
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