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‘And now for the nexthundred’
was the theme for the Aidgate
Valley, SA, church’s centenary
which was celebrated between
September 11 and 18.

On September 11 more than
280 were squeezed into the
church, vestry and hall in a com­
munion service to celebrate the
establishment of ‘The Valley ’. Dr
Bill Tabbernee, College of the
Bible Principal, challenged those
present to continue to fulfil their
purpose. Lunch was held at the
Longwood Campsite where
there was also an historical dis-
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at AUgate
play.

At 3.30 pm the church was
again overflowing for a worship
celebration where presentations
totalling $4,800 were made to
representatives from the Overseas
Missions Board, the Federal
Aborigines Missions Board and
the College of the Bible. DrTab-
bemee continued the theme of the
morning’s service, and the con­
gregation celebrated by singing
the “Centenary Hymn”.

The following weekend the
celebrations began on the Satur­
day evening with a well attended
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Valley
“Penny Concert”. Sunday morn­
ing celebrations included the
Sunday School anniversary and
during the communion service
one of the men of the church was
baptised.

The evening service saw the
building filled for a “Lamp Light
Gospel Meeting”. This re-en­
acted the many evening gospel
meetings held before there was a
car access and electricity con­
nected to the chapel. Most dressed
in period costume and walked to
the chapel by lamplight across a
foot bridge used in the past, and 

especially rebuilt of the occasion.
The chapel was lit by lamps and
the “old time" service featured
marvellous singing and culmi­
nated with the decision of one of
the young people of the church.
The speaker at both services on
this Sunday was the minister
John Gilmore.

The two weekends were a great
celebration, although marked
with a sense of loss following the
sudden death of one of the Elders
and coordinator of the centenary,
Ray Caudle.

A history of the “Church in
the Valley” Is available for a
cost of $3 from John Gilmore,
23 Anderson Rd., Bridgewater
5155.

Aidgate Valley members (L. to R.) Royce Harslett, Reg Long, Eunice Oinn, John Gilmore (minister) and
Trevor Hoyle looking at a Sunday School prize from 1925

— Photo eourtoay of the “Mount Suter Courier"
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The Church
ds Alive

—Doireein) M©oir®

Doreen Moore has had a lifetime association with Churches of Christ in NSW.
She was married to Noel in 1954 and they later moved, with their two children,first
to Greenacre, then to Castle Hill. For the past three years Noel and Doreen have
been active in the work and worship of the church at Epping. Doreen has always
been involved with Christian Women’s Fellowship and is currently the NSW CWF
President.

January 26, 1988 was a day of much enjoyment as thousands of Australians
gathered to participate in the celebration of our nation's first 200 years of white
settlement. Who willforget the sight of Sydney Harbour on that day—whether viewed
in person, or on television—as craftfrom the size of row boats to great ocean liners
were dotted around the Harbour and the tall ships made their way to Sydney Cove?
Such excitement pervaded the air, all were in a joyful mood, the people of Australia
had something great to celebrate.

No—not all the people were celebrating—there were many in our country who
could find nothing to celebrate. Our Aboriginal people, whose tribes had been
scattered and even decimated, had nothing to be happy about in 1988. They were in
mourning for what had occurred to their ancestors over the past 200 years.
Aborigines came hundreds of miles to march in a peaceful protest. They were joined
by many white people, sympathetic to their cause.

But what of the church in 1988? Many have said the church is dead! The church
is not dead, some may be sleeping, but as I recall the many faithful who have served
at home and abroad as missionaries, the great preachers of the past and present who
have taught and led us, and those who have supported them both in prayer and
financially, I am persuaded that there is much evidence of a church alive. There are
many Christians who are ever ready to help others in need, either of a physical or
spiritual nature. While that spirit exists the church is very much alive.

The church was most obvious this year as thousands of its members converged on
our national capital on the eve of the opening of the new Parliament House, joining
hands in an attitude of love and commitment to our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,
as they prayed for our nation and for the leaders of our country.

In this, the bicentennial year, the church has shared the good news of the Gospel
by the distribution of New Testaments throughout our land. In our experience there
were very few who refused to accept the Scriptures and it was a great joy to be able
to pass on the Word of God to those who were willing to take the good news into their
homes.

Then, as the city of Brisbane opened its doors to the people ofall nations for World
Expo 88, the church was there in the Pavilion of Promise. Thousands stoodfor hours
in order to enter that Pavilion and saw creation and the crucifixion very vividly
portrayed as they watched the presentation. Hundreds have inquired about the
Christian life.

Therefore we, the Christians of Australia, who have such a great heritage, have a
greater responsibility to live in a manner honouring our God, thatfellow Australians
may see Christ in us.

I am convinced that the church is of great importance in this world and is not dead,
nor will it die, unless we its people let it die!
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Christianity or humanism?

Growth through problems
“Research shows that there are certain periods in

the life of a growing child which are very difficult, both
for the child and forthose close to him...usually at
the ages of four, eight and 14.. .The child, self-asser­
tive, rude, aggressive, wants to identify with friends
and finds it difficult to relate to adults. It is during
these periods of tension and difficulty that significant
growth takes place, both physical and emotional.
Remove the tension and difficulty and you remove
the opportunity for growth."

As I thought overthese comments, made at a CWF
meeting by a professional in Early Childhood Educa­
tion, I realised howtruethis principle isinthe spiritual
area. Think back to the precious times in your life,
when you have grown spiritually. Was it when eve­
rything was smooth and nobody made unreasonable
demands on you? Or was it during a time of difficulty
or deep sorrow, when grief almost overwhelmed
you, that you drew close to the Lord?

Wasn’t it then that you found his comfort and
strength supporting you, encouraging you to trust
him, no matter how dark your world seemed to be?
Haven’t you found, as I have, that those dark times
of testing have been the most precious of your life,
and you wouldn’t have missed them for the worlds?
You see, that was when you grew. Joy Ridderhoff
says, “He keeps tipping us out of our nest so that our
wings of faith and praise will grow strong.”

If we want to grow spiritually then we need to look
at our attitude to those events and circumstances
which impinge on our lives and over which we have
no control, and accept them as from the hand of a
loving heavenly Father. He knows the ‘environment’
which is most conducive to our spiritual growth, and
it is not always that which we would choose!

I love these words by Andrae Crouch: “If I’d never
had a problem, I wouldn’t know that he could
solve them;

I’d never know what faith In God can do.”
Problems and difficulties are opportunities for

growth. Let's accept them as such.
—June Younger

(Launceston, Tas)

500 gathered at LaTrobe Uni­
versity, Vic., for a debate
between John Smith (on the side
of the Christians) and James
Garrett, a senior office-holder
with various humanist, rationalist
and sceptic societies. The debate
was chaired by Professor John
Scott, the Vice-Chancellor of the
university.

John would not defend every
partofChris tian history. Restated
that Christianity surrounds the
person, the work the ideals and the
lifestyle of Jesus of Nazareth. He
argued that the quest for meaning
is a real issue in this world, but one
beyond the realm of science.

In response James Garrett pro­
posed a number of answers: edu-

John Smith
cation, democracy, attitude, self-
reliance, relative morality and the
golden rule ‘Do unto others as you
would be done by' (inadvertently
reminding the audience of hu­
manism’s origins within Christi­
anity).

The debate, organised by Stu­
dents for Christ, the Christian

Union, the Newman Society, the
Atheist Society, the LaTrobe
chaplains and the Overseas
Christian Fellowship, is avail­
able on cassette. Audio tapes are
S5, VHS tapes S26.95. Write to:
Christianity Debate, CZ- Care
and Communication Concern,
PO Box 463, BORONIA 3155.

Country Council at Warragul
At the invitation of the War­

ragul CWF, 110 ladies from
Melbourne, Geelong &
Gippsland churches shared the

Project 89. Sandra Gibson
opened the afternoon with
singing. Judy Farmer gave mu­
sical items.

October CWF Council meeting.
Worship was presented by Coun-

Shirley Admans, a volunteer
worker with Pindar! Blind

PEDIGREE MOTORS
GUARANTEED

USED CARS
658 CANTERBURY RD., SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to “TRADE
IN” let TED GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you
the benefit of long experience in the trade.

ADVICE FREELY GIVEN
Phone (03) 898.9391 or A.H. 878.4807
Great Range of Cars — medium priced range

PHONE NOW
“TELL YOUR FRIENDS” l-m.c.t.4378

try Representative, Margaret
McLeod. Debbie Beusnel, War-
ragul’s minister, focused on the
President's theme, ‘Towards
2000—Our Responsibility’.

Warragul reported on the camp
at Monbulk and updates were
given on the CWF review and

Centre in Warragul, spoke of her
work with the visually impaired.
In conclusion Lois Smith, Vlc-
Tas President, reminded us of the
fellowship that binds city and
country together. This was very
evident during the day .
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New Pastor for Mt Druitt ‘Home stay’ student at

The fellowship meeting at Mt
Druitt, in the far western metro­
politan area of Sydney, was
greatly encouraged as we shared
in the induction service of our new
pastor and his wife, Hugh and
Noelene Roose, on October 2.

Hugh and Noelene come to us
after sharing in ministry at the
Belrose, NSW, church and, prior
to that, with the Federal Aborigi­
nes Board at various locations in
Western Australia.

We were pleased to share with
Roy Dixon from the Seven Hills
church as he presented a challenge
to both Hugh and Noelene Roose
and the congregation.

A great time of fellowship was
experienced after the morning
service around ameal, and then as
we worshipped together at our
evening service. The following

Hugh and Noelene
Roose

day being a public holiday, the
church continued to enjoy fellow­
ship together relaxing in pleasant
surroundings at a church family
picnic.

—Brian Dixon

Manning Valley

Satoshi Sakural, John Schone and Barry Rice

Six families from the Manning
Valley, NSW, church will host
Japanese student, Satoshi
Sakural, as a ‘home stay’ stu­
dent. The ‘home stay' program is
designed to help Japanese stu­
dents to raise their English level to
an acceptable standard to gain
entrance to an English-speaking
college or university.

Satoshi, aged 20, is a graduate
of Ohshlmlz Prefecture High

his understanding of English. The
possibility of a ‘home stay’ pro­
gram developed out of this teach­
ing situation. As a result of his
English lessons Satoshi began
attending church services and
Bible study groups.

On approaching the church to
find if they would be willing to
host Satoshi, John was met with a
ready response. Satoshi has been
placed with families with chil-

a.m.

Lunchtime Service

One of Victoria's ecumenical
training programs, Instep, has
announced the appointment of a
Roman Catholic Sister as its new
Executive Director. Sister Mary
Farrell, RSM, will replace Rev,
Dr Stephen Ames who has led
Instep since he founded the pro­
gram in 1976.

Instep acts as a Clinical Pas­
toral Education (CPE) Centre,
offering in-service training for
Christians working in pastoral
ministries in both church and
community programs. It covers
those working in a wide range of
sectors including community
welfare, church ministries, teach­
ing, nursing and medicine. The
program, which trains about 25
people each year, is recognised
for degree purposes by the Mel­
bourne College of Divinity.

Sister Farrell will be commis­
sioned at a special service to be
held on 6 November, 8pm, at St
Oswald’s Anglican Church, 100
High St, Glen Iris. For further
Information contact Mary Far­
rell, phone (03) 25 5209.

School. He comes from from
Karulzawa, a resort town of
15,000people. His visit to Austra­
lia has been arranged by John
Schone of Christian Camping
International.

Satoshi first made contact with
John through a desire to improve

Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

dren. He is also attending some
English classes at the Taree
Christian Community School.
With hobbies of swimming, ten­
nis and caring for animals, Satoshi
is adjusting to life in Australia,
particularly as his first host family
are dairy fanners.

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Melbourne
(Cnr Swanston & Lt.
Lonsdale Sts.)

George’s Anglican Church,
Malvern. He has served the
Council, the churches and schools
of Victoria most effectively and
will be greatly missed. A suitable
replacement is being sought.

7.00 p.m.

Wednesday
1.15 p.m. to 1.45 p.m.

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

Resignation of Vic. CCES Director
Rev Andrew Curnow, Direc­

tor of the Council for Christian
Education in Schools since July
1983, has resigned from January
31 1989 in order to take up an
appointment as Vicar of St

Instep appoints new Executive
Director

Church of Christ

SOUTHPORT
now meets In

Parkland Drive
9.00 a.m. Worship &

Communion
6.30 p.m.

Gospel Celebration
Minister: Noel Newton

(075) 32 5660 or
31 4353 (Home)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11
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Indoor Sports Success
200 participants and friends

shared an exciting night of games
activity at the Explorer Jubilee
Indoor Sports, lite event, held
on August 20 at Box Hill, Vic.,
church, proved to be one of the
most successful of recent years. A
wide range of games contributed
to the enjoyment of the night.

Boronia club won the Junior
section and Burwood club the
Intermediates. In an exciting
block race executive members
won against a team of boy partici­
pants.

The Sports were regarded as
amongst some of the best sup­
ported of such events of recent
years. They were organised by
Warren Cutler, who also led the
worship. The Indoor Sports have

Intermediate tunnel ball
been a part of a great year which Companions—Explorer Com- Waterman on October 15.
will culminate in the joint Good memoration Day at Camp

NSW camping program Stowell Tops Girls Brigade on
the moveIt has been another good year

for camping in New South Wales.
Sponsored by the Department of
Church Development and
Education (DCD) and organised
by the Youth Ministry Council,
the state camping program has
seen many young people chal­
lenged to commitment to Jesus
Christ and encouraged to grow in
discipleship.

At Easter the leadership team
accepted the challenge to re-enact
the events of the first Easter.
Through music and drama the
characters of Easter came alive,
making the significance of the
events of Easter more relevant to
those present. Over 200 attended
and were challenged to “Go into
all the world.”

The Junior High School
camping program saw a number
of changes which enabled us to
take the largest ever number of
young people into camp at one
time. The program was moved to
the July school break and divided
into two distinct camps: Junior
High for those in Years 7 and 8
and Net 9/10 for those in Years 9
and 10. This camp was held at the
Fltzroy Falls Conference
Centre. The division allowed us
to concentrate studies and pro­
grams to the specific needs of
each age group. At the end of
camp we saw 76 commitments to
Christ, both primary commit­
ments and renewals of faith.

More recently DCD has spon­
sored a Mini Midgets Camp for
school years 3-6 at Stanwell
Tops. Underthe leadership oflan
Aird and team 84 young people
enjoyed a fine week of creativity
in learning and fun which enabled
them to build on their understand­
ing of Jesus.

DCD also continues to sponsor
the Black Stump teaching, music
and arts festival over the October
long weekend. Approximately
five and a half thousand people
attended the festival where they
heard speakers like Barry
McMurtrle, Fuzz Kitto, John
Smith and Mai Garvin, as well
as the talents of overseas guests
Nigel Goodwin and Shelia
Walsh, plus over 30 Australian
bands.

Still to come in 1988 is the
Summer Camp at Lennox Head
for young people in the churches
along the NSW North Coast. We
are already planning the 1989
sequel to this year's Easter Camp
centred on those final words of
Jesus. There will also be a new
camp in Canberra forchurches in
the ACT, Wagga Wagga, Nowra
and Bowral from April 21-23,
1989. We would appreciate your
prayer support as we plan for
these and other camps which form
a vital part of the youth ministry in
the churches inNewSouthWalcs.

—Chris Hutton

The Girls Brigade at Stanwell
Tops is growing thanks to the
leadership of Jenny Collins and
her team of leaders: Julie Shel­
don, Elsie Impey, Linda
Knowles and their helpers.

During the year the Girls Bri­
gade have participated in an inter­
denominational Bicentennial out­
reach service in Stanwell Park
where they marched and dis­
played their colours. In August
we had an exciting church service
when the National Treasurer,
Richard Mentelth, gave a word
of encouragement to the Brigade
and its leaders. John Collins,
standing infer Chaplain Graeme
Ratten, welcomed six new mem­
bers to the troop of 45 girls.

Four Pioneers are doing the
Duke of Edinburgh bronze
medal level award. Of the four,
Megan Jeffery and Elizabeth
Ratten are voluntary workers at
the Kennetts Home with the eld­
erly, while Lorna Morrison and
Katrina Impey are voluntarily
working atWoliongong Hospital
in the children’s ward. This is a
practical way that young people
are encouraged to serve Christ in
the local community.

—R. Schepis

THE

° °D J ACKMAN "& TRELOAR ° ° °
□ PTV- LTDZ
“ 01J LICENSED AGENTS & AUCTIONEERS M.R.E.I. “
□ 66 GREENHILL RD., WAYVILLE 5034 o
° Established 1901 °

□ SERVING SOUTH AUSTRALIA ■
□ ADELAIDE — METROPOLITAN — HIILS — NEAR COUNTRY □
□ FOR ALL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS
□ Selling, Buying, Auctions, Valuations, Transfers, °

■ Renting & Letting. Finance Arranged. □
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□ NEIL McLEAN — Phone (08) 272.6900. >

1988 The Australian Christian (457) 5



CWF Camp Waterman
52 women enjoyed the CWF

camp at Monbulk, Vic. 15 la­
dies, from Ascot Vale, Chelten­
ham, Silvan and The Patch, vis­
ited for Saturday’s program. Spe­
cial visitors for the weekend from
Canberra were Pat Kerr (study
leader and Australian CWF
President), Heather Potter, Bar­
bara Kennedy and Cheryl
Leach.

On Friday evening the theme of
President Lois Smith, ‘Towards
2000—O ur Responsibility ’, was
introduced through various tasks
carried out in groups. Dorothy
Quantrelle led a quiet time the
next morning and Pat Kerr pre­
sented a study on our responsibil­

ity to build up lasting
relationships. Eunice Ready
shared her experiences at the
Australian Church Women
conference in Adelaide. Glenn
Quantrelle provided information
and showed a video about the
COB New Campus develop­
ments.

The Saturday evening program
took the form of a concert per­
formed by a number of talented
musicians, concluding with a
study from Eleanor Roberts. The
studies over the weekend chal­
lenged us to be supportive and
loving and to put our confidence
in Jesus.

—Jan Hutton

Third wave of the Holy Spirit
20 Churches o f Chris t minis ters

met at the Richmond, Vic.,
church on October 10 to meet two
of the pastors working with John
Wimber’s Vineyard Ministries.

The two visitors, Jack Deere
and Ken Blue, were visiting Mel­
bourne to prepare for the Power
Healing Conference with John
Wimber in February/March
1989. Jack Deere completed 12
years as a Professor at Dallas
Theological Seminary in Texas
and pastored an evangelical
church before joining Vineyard
Ministries. Ken Blue, author of
two books, comes from Vancou­
ver, Canada.

and 1960s, was the Charismatic
movement, which brought many
of the Pentecostal experiences to
the traditional churches.

The third wave, best exempli­
fied by the Vineyard churches, is
a mo ve of the Holy Spirit amongst
conservative evangelical
churches. There is an openness to
see healing and other signs and
wonders as the Spirit moves.
Another feature of this movement
is that there is no high pressure in
the interpretation of the experi­
ence of being baptised in the Holy
Spirit Many have moved into this
new understanding of the Holy
Spirit without any crisis experi­
ence.

According to the thinking of
Vineyard Ministries there have
been three waves of the Holy
Spiritin this century.The first one
was the Pentecostal movement
which began in the early 1900s.
The second wave, in the 1950s 

Barrett, in his Christian en­
cyclopedia, suggests that 23
million people in the past seven
years have become part of this
third wave.

—Barry Jenkins

” 'Kenfyn
SELECT USED CARS

49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134
Telephone: (03) 879 4004

A.H.: (03) 722 1780.
CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

Youth Specialties Australia
In May this year Youth Spe­

cialties Australia was estab­
lished by Graham and Jadie Hy­
man as an independent, non-de-
nominational youth work training
and resource company. Its aim is
to support and supplement youth
ministry being conducted by
churches, denominations and
para-church agencies of all types
throughout Australia.

YSA presents two types of
training events annually. The
National Resource Seminar is a
six-hour program designed pri­
marily forvoluntary youthleaders
working in the local church. It
covers a philosophy of youth
ministry, ideas for Creative Chris­
tian Education, games and social
programs, in addition to present­
ing examples of the latest avail­
able resources. Each year the
National Resource Seminar trav­
els to each of the state capital
cities and a number of regional
centres.

The National Youth Work­
ers’ Convention runs for four
days each winter. It is a period of
intensive training featuring the
most respected youth work train­
ers in the world. The NYWC is
designed primarily for the profes­
sional Christian youth worker,
although many volunteers have
attended and found the experience
extremely beneficial.

Graham Hyman
Youth Specialties Australia, is a
teacher who also has skills in
management and public relations.
Together they are committed to
bringing the very best assistance
and support for those in Austra­
lian youth ministry.

In 1989 YSA will be sponsor­
ing the National Resource
Seminars, with Mike YaconelU
as the overseas guest, during Feb­
ruary. The National Youth
Workers’ Convention, with
Duffy Robbins, USA, as the
guest, will be in Sydney, June 16-
19.1nformation on YSA activities
can be obtained by writing to them
at PO Box 1120, Burleigh Heads
Qld 4220.

In 1976 the wealthiest 1% of US
families owned 19.2% of the na­
tion's total wealth. By 1983 those
1% owned 34.4% of the wealth.

YSA is thoroughly committed
to making the world's (and Aus­
tralia’s) best youth work trainers
accessible to the widest range of
Australian youth leaders and
ministers. To this end overseas
specialists (and Australian ex­
perts) feature at all of their events.
Through itscloseassociationwith
Youth Specialties In the United
States, YSA is able to offer access
to excellent youth work resources
including books of program ideas,
games, texts on the philosophy of
youth work and resources to en­
courage spiritual growth in young
people.

Graham Hyman has been an
ordained Churches of Christ min­
ister for 12 years and has had ex­
tensive experience in youth min­
istry. Jadie, his wife and partner in

12-14 Lennard Street,
Marmion, 6020.

★ 7 well appointed motel
units

★ Close to beach, shops and
public transport

★ Only 19 kms from Perth
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For bookings and further
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Peacock.

(09) 4471500
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NSW Social Service Department Staff Changes 1988
During 1988 major staff

changes have taken place in the
Social Service Department Af­
ter five years with the
Department Laurie Larcombe,
the Administrator and Director
of Homes, resigned in December
1987 to take up an appointment in
Hong Kong. The Department
decided to restructure its opera­
tions to guide the development of
its ministries and two new posi­
tions were created.

Executive Director
Charles Wilson

Charles is well-known in New
South Wales and for the past five
years has worked for the Depart­
ment as Director of Community
Care. In this position he was re­
sponsible for developing the wel­
fare aspects of the Department’s
ministry. In his new position he
will be responsible for the over­
sight of all the activities of the
Department

Charles is well-qualified for his
new position. He is a graduate of
the College of the Bible, holds a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Psy­
chology and Sociology, Diploma

RENTAL CARS
Car off the road?

Friends visiting from
interstate?

Ken Geyer can help with a
car at very reasonable rates

Phone (03) 879 4004
49 Bond St, Ringwood 3134 

in Divinity, Associate Diploma
in Welfare Studies, and is a
member of the Australian Insti­
tute of Welfare Officers and
Associate Member of Austra­
lian Association of Marriage
and Family Counsellors. As
well as this Charles has just com­
pleted a Master of Letters, his
thesis being “Why do clergy leave
the pastoral parish ministry of
Churches of Christ in Australia?”

Business Manager
Jack Murphy

Jack Murphy has been ap­
pointed as Business Manager with
specific responsibility for the
business and financial aspects of
the Department’s work.

After nine years in banking and
12 months in marketing, covering
a broad spectrum of accounting
and management areas, Jack and
his wife Cathy joined the Austra­
lian Churches of Christ Over­
seas Mission Board. Their initial
appointment was to the island of
Espiritu Santo in Vanuatu (pre­
viously New Hebrides) where
Jack served as Business Manager
for three years. Following the ini­
tial term Jack was invited to serve
in the Overseas Mission Board
Federal Office in Adelaide as
Business Manager, a position he
held for six and a half years.

During the latter part of Jack’s
stay in Adelaide he was invited to
fill a casual vacancy on the
Churches of Christ Retirement
Services Board and was subse­
quently elected to that Board.

Jack comes to the Department
with a broad background in ac­
counting and management, to­
gether with experience in the poli­
cies and strategies involved in
aged care.

The Department is also pleased
to announce two further staff
positions.
Prison Chaplain

Churches of Christ were
pleased to be given the opportu­
nity to appoint a full-time Prison
Chaplain to Long Bay Gaol in
Sydney. The Department has
appointed Neal Hodgekiss to this
position. Neal, who will be work­
ing with Chaplains from the
Catholic and Anglican Churches,
will be representing the other
Protestant denominations.

Neal Hodgekiss has had exten­
sive ministries with Churches of
Christ, at Port Lincoln and Mile
End, SA, Sunshine and Gee­
long, Vic., Loftus Park and
Earlwood, NSW. He worked
with Inter Church Trade and
Industry Mission for approxi­
mately 20 years both in SA and
Vic. Before commencing in his
new role he was working at the
invitation of the Queensland
Home Mission Department In
Central Queensland, caring for
small churches, isolated people
and ministers.

The Department believes that
Neal's extensive experience and
maturity make him ideally-suited
to his new ministry role.

Chaplain for Pendle Hill
Retirement Village

The Department, in conjunc­
tion with Pendle Hill Church of
Christ, is pleased to announce the
appointment of Alan Rae to a
joint ministry commencing in
1989. Alan will be employed by
the Pendle Hill church as Associ­
ate Minister one and a half days
per week with particular responsi­

bility in the pastoral care area. His
remaining time will be spent as
Chaplain in the Retirement
Village with particular responsi­
bility for the pastoral care of staff
and residents.

Alan has a wife, Elva, and five
children. He has had ministries in
Morawa, WA, Ma Ma Creek—
Gatton, Qld, LIdcombe, Au­
burn, Belmore and Canley
Heights, NSW. This year Alan is
taking some long-service leave
before commencing his new min­
istry.

Alan’s pastoral gifts will com­
plement the work of both the
Department and the Pendle Hill
church as we seek to provide a
high quality of care.

—Frank Elsmore

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel type Hostel Suites
PHONE (03) 786.8679
Walting List Now Open
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committing adultery whilst on the

i " ---------
The Letters to the Editor limit Is
200 words.

POLITICAL LITERATURE
IN CHURCHES

To the Editor,
I read with interest the four

points made by G.W. Williams in
his letter in The Australian Chris­
tian" (September 17). I think they
are too good just to pass by, so I
would like to say I am in complete
agreement and would like to see
them observed by all Christians in
both speech and writing.

This is how I would put it:
1. Always use reasons and give

reasons. Never try to gain an
advantage by appealing to the
emotions.

2. That they address people
and governments with the correct
titlesand speak courteously of all,
even the lowest, remembering
that Christ loved even the least of
people enough to die for them.

3. That if people want to criti­
cise, it is also their duty to praise
where praise is due. The attitude
that they are right in everything
and the other is wrong in every­
thing is not good enough. It is not
fair and it puts people off.

4. To be truthful at all times. No
twisting of facts, no half-truths, no
omitting of facts that are damag­
ing to the case. Truth honours
God and is demanded of us, but
we are taught lies are an abomi­
nation (Proverbs 6:16-17).

I think the observance of these
simple rules would make a big
difference.

—R.A. Gale
(Bridgetown, WA)

TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT
SOUGHT

To the Editor,
I have been working for Resin

Surfaces Ltd, a family business
manufacturing industrial floor and
roof coatings, since 1983, at our
Manchester Airport offices. I
made a Christian commitment
when Billy Graham visited Eng­
land in 1984 and am a member of
a lively Baptist church.

With my work marketing Resin
Surfaces products I have trav­
elled throughout the United King­
dom meeting new and existing

"7

clients. Myworkhasalso involved
market research and planning the
company's advertising. I have
also written articles for press re­
leases and copy for trade litera­
ture.

I am planning to take six
months out of the business to visit
Australia from around February
1989. I am currently looking for
work for this period and hope to
find employment with a Christian-
run organisation.

My qualifications include four
‘A’ levels and an Honours degree
in Law from Liverpool University.
Besides church activities I enjoy
reading, walking, travel and mu­
sic. Part of my spare time is spent
working with mentally handi­
capped people, which has in­
cluded a working holiday.

I enjoy working as part of a team
although my job requires a high
degree of self-motivation. Being
single I am quite flexible as to
work available. If anyone has
work available please contact me
at this address:

40 Gladstone St, Great Moor,
Stockpore, Cheshire, SKX 7QF
England. Home telephone (051)
483 8737, work telephone (051)
437 2180.

—John Waterhouse
THE LAST TEMPTATION

OF CHRIST
To the Editor,

If the author of the book on
which The Last Temptation of
Christ" is based was a Christian
(“A.C." October 1) then he must
be very misled to believe that
Christ fantasised like that whilst
on the cross.

There is a vast difference be­
tween temptation and lust. You
can be tempted and choose to put
itoutof yourmind. However, ifyou
continue to dwell on the tempta­
tion, then it becomes a sin. The
sin, in this case, is lust.

Christ said in Matthew 5:28 that
to continue to look at a woman
lustfully is to actually commit the
sin. So as far as God is con­
cerned, if you desire a woman
lustfully in your heart or mind then
you have committed adultery.
That would mean that Christ was

cross.
For Christ to be our redeemer

he had to be without spot of blem­
ish, without sin. Sorry, but if Christ
was fantasising on the cross like
that then the sacrifice would have
been unacceptable.

Christ did not fantasise like that
on the cross. How do I know?
Because on the third day God
rose him from the dead. The sac­
rifice was acceptable. It was with­
out spot or blemish. Itwas without
sin.

—Ken Grey
(Henley Beach, SA)

3
THE LAST TEMPTATION

OF CHRIST
To the Editor,

Colin Lawn (“A.C." October 1)
raises an important issue con­
cerning the film The Last Temp­
tation of Christ”. I have only
viewed the 9 Network’s “60 Min­
utes" report on this film.

Jesus states in Matthew 5 that
to entertain sexual fantasies is the
same as committing the deed.
Since Jesus was sinless, this film
is obviously wrong.

For a vast majority of non­
Christian Australians the Jesus of
the film may be the only one they
meet. Colin, is this the self-doubt­
ing, wishy-washy, lusting Jesus

•Continued on Page 17

DO°DT=YOU^SELF
To the Editor,

With costs rising and my wife’s frequent sighing re­
mark, “If only you were a handyman I" always ringing
in my ears, I have occasionally been tempted to buy
do-it-yourself kits for household repairs, or to make
the latest in knick-knacks for the home.

Without exception they were disastrous failures.
There was always a step missing somewhere in the
step-by-step instructions. There were always words
that I could not understand and that were not in the
dictionary. Our garden shed is a museum of do-it-

I yourself failures.
I What I object to is the advertising of the do-it-your-
H self kits. They tell you that any mug can manage
i | them. Well, here’s one mug who can’t. And the pic­

tures about them on telly show you a competent­
looking character putting it together easily while his
admiring wife and children stand nearby. My wife 1
and kids always got out of the road. It was safer. And I
there is always a coloured photo of the completed kit,
so at least one mug must have got it right. Maybe the
guy who invented it!

I mmightygladthatthere'snodo-it-yourself Chris­
tianity. The good Lord doesn’t trust us to produce
decent, loving, caring lives all onourown. That’s why
he takes us in hand and builds us himself Mind you
I’ve tried many times to produce a do-it-yourself
Chnstian life...but the results have been as disas­
trous as with the bought kits. But after each disaster

P?ck up the wreckage and make
something out of it.

I’m out of do-it-yourself...especially do-it-yourself
Chnstiamty! 7

.____ _ _ . ______________ —TERTIUS
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O Includes Free
Reading Sheet
of Daily Bible
Readings in a
New Format.

O Available
Mid-November
from Your
Church Secretary

O New Format.

O Still only $4
(includes postage
and packaging).
(Commercial Value
$8.50.)

1989 Churches of Christ Calendar.
.............................................

■

O Also: Series 2 of “Within the Veil” follows this year’s Bible
readings and is available at $4.50 per copy or $12 for a set of

three covering the year (includes postage) from Mrs E. Rankine,
5 Atkins Avenue, Glen Iris, Vic. 3146.
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MEDIA REVIEWS

CASSETTES
JIBES N* VIBES

by Jennie Flack (Just Life) $13.98
Jibes N' Vibes is a children’s cas­

sette of music written and performed by
Jennie Flack. Jennie Flack is married
with three children and has been widely
used in Christian circles such as the
Focus on the Family movement in the
U.S. In 1984 she released a cassette of
children's material entitled Snookles
which has proved very popular and
demand for similar materia) has led to
the release of Jibes N’ Vibes in 1987.

The material on this cassette is light
and bright and its technical production is
as good or better than much of the
secular children's records/cassettes
that are available. The songs them­
selves are about God and his care for
us. There is also a constant theme that we can be a friend of Jesus and
that he is important in our lives. I feel that the material is more suited for
listening to than for using in a group situation. This is designed for younger
children up to about the age of 10. Titles of the songs help to see some
of the material covered: God is so Clever; Good News; John 3:16; Jesus
makes things New; Light of the World; The Tightrope Walker; The Rock;
Jibes N’ Vibes; Goodbye; Family of God; No Fishing; Mighty God; Kids
of the Kingdom; Meal to Remember; Prince of Peace and Holy Spirit

This cassette Is available from Just Life, PO Box 430, Cowes
3922.

WERS
WHAT’S RIGHT ABOUT THE ‘NEW RELIGIOUS
RIGHT’?

The emergence of the so-called 'new religious right' is a very
important phenomenon in late 20th century Western Christianity. It was
most evident at first in the USA, but is now a significant move in Australia.

John Williams, previously a minister of the Uniting Church, is now a
freelance writer and lecturer on theological and political issues. As one
who is often closely identified with the 'new religious right’ he brings to this
new Zadok paper a personal insight into the nature of this movement and
a clear scholarly grasp of the historical and theological issues involved.
This paper makes an important contribution to our understanding of the
'new religious right's’ desirable and undesirable features.

"What’s Right about the ‘New Religious Right'? Is available from
the Zadok Institute for Christianity and Society, Blackall St, Barton,
ACT 2600 for $2 plus 78c postage.

BOOKS
MY NEIGHBOUR—MYSELF
Visions of Dlakonla

by Claudius Ceccon and Kristian Paludan (WCC
Publications)

This collection of personal stories from the Larnaca consultation is a

U/ORB bookstore
Books * Bibles * Records • Cassettes * Music«Gifts

Discount Prices, Mall & Phone orders welcome, Credit cards accepted.

Christian Video Library
Movies for Youth, Children, General audiences. Studies by lop speakers.

£5
AH’

(Ill II\T II |«b|

11-28 Canterbury Rd. Heathmoct, Vic. 729 3777
200 Huntingdila Road. East Oaktelgh. Vic. 544 5844

65 Grentefl Street Adelaide. SA 223 4249
2422 hgao Rd. Eight Milo Plains, Old. 3418500

III!

companion to the more formal 'Larnaca Declaration and the official
consultation report The book is divided into three sections: the context
of Christian service, options for life and visions for the future. Each section
is introduced briefly and consists of edited personal responses from
clergy and lay participants representing the full global spectrum of
Christian tradition and lived experience.

The book is attractively presented with photographs of contributors,
thought-provoking photographic and cartoon illustrations, as well as brief
Biblical quotes, definitions and explanatory notes in the margins.

It is neither a theological exposition nor a manual for the implementa­
tion of a program for diakonia. The contributors to this book address the
meaning of Christian service in the affluent first world, the state-socialist
second world and the exploited and war-weary third world. Their re­
sponses to the question “Who is my neighbour?" address the nature of
Christian commitment and solidarity in struggles for justice and peace in
the world.

The most appropriate use for this book would be as reading for
personal reflection on the challenges and the vision contained in these
statements. The book concludes with a series of questions which would
be useful in this process, or equally as a basis for small group reflection
and discussion. Used in this way, the material contained in this book has
the potential to produce new visions and practical expressions of di­
akonia.

—Rosslyn Reed
THE BURDEN BEARER

by Beryl Bollen §3.50 (Including postage)
The 40 poems in this small book (34 pages) were written during 37

years of illness. Through those years Beryl Bollen, from the Thombury,
Vic., church, knew that the Lord was faithful, despite her times of doubt.
The brief introduction to the book mentions this.

The poems are “for people who are hurting", mainly intended for
reassurance and comfort They would be best suited to older readers.
Each one is introduced by a Bible verse.

All proceeds from the sale of the book are used to help provide
Scripture portions for people in Papua New Guinea. Copies can be
obtained by phoning (03) 484 3113.

—J.T.
FIRST AND SECOND THINGS
Essays on Theology and Ethics.

by C.S. Lewis (Fount Paperbacks) $6.95.
Oyer the past few years Walter Hooper has edited a collection of C.S.

Lewis’ essays which have been published at the rate of one a year This
selection was first published in 1985. Originally the best of his essays
were published in the book “Undeceptions: Essays on Theology and
Ethics" in 1971.ltwas decided that it would not be possible to reprint the
larger volume and thus some of the essays printed in that volume were
selected for this paperback.

The essays in this book cover a variety of topics and originally
appeared in a number of magazines. One, “The Humanitarian Theory of
Punishment”, was first published in '20th Century: An Australian Quar­
terly Review'.

The range of subjects covered is large. As well as the very stimulating
essay on crime and punishment C.S. Lewis has contributed to discus­
sions on Christmas; the value of new translations of the Bible; vivisection;
religious education in schools; work and prayer as well as several articles
that cover a wide range of theological and ethical issues.

A must for any C.S. Lewis fan.
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Political detainees in Malaysia
and Singapore

Australia's religious press has
been asked to publicise political
detentions without trial in Malay­
sia and Singapore. The Support
Group for Malaysian ISA (In­
ternal Security Act) Detainees
and the Singapore Support
Group have written of the stifling
of the press in these two countries.

In their letter, received by the
Australian Religious Press As­
sociation, they said that seven of
the 24 detainees arrested in Sin­
gapore in 1987 and 1988 are still
in solitary confinement and that in
Malaysia 136 were detained with­
out trial in a series of arrests in
October and November 1987. A
list of those arrested included the
Leader of the Opposition, other
Members of Parliament and

—Nicholas Kerr
church and community workers.
They were Chinese, Indians,
Malays, Muslims, Hindus,
Catholics and evangelical
Christians.

“Of course," the letter went on,
“none of these people have ever
been brought to trial. And under a
new law, the Minister’s decision
to detain any person under the
Internal Security Act cannot be
challenged in court.”

The groups asked the ARPA to
help make the situation in the two
countries more widely known.
“We believe that by lending your
voice to these prisoners of con­
science you can help hasten their
release and, hopefully, set our
countries back on the road to jus­
tice.”

Bangladesh faces worst floods of the
century

The main street of a Bangladesh town after floods

While floods are not unusual
in Bangladesh, this year’s
floods in August and September
were the worst in memory. At
least 30 million were directly af­
fected. Millions were made
homeless. Some 3,000 lost their
lives. Nearly three quarters of the
country was under water.

Immediate relief, in the form of
food clothing, shelter at relief
camps, drinking water and medi­
cines, has been pouring into
Bangladesh. This is, however,
only the first and temporary step.

November’s Force Ten project
will be used toward a rebuilding
program run by Caritas Bangla­
desh.

The program will provide
immediate employment for thou­
sands of people whose livelihood
has been destroyed. Caritas, with
help from the United Nations, will
assist farmers whose crops have
been lost to plant new crops.

The program will also assist in
repairing and replacing homes, at
a cost of $100—200 per home.

Lastly, Caritas plans to experi-

Lobster for lunch

‘What does a church advisor
do?’ is a question that is often
asked of us by people in Australia.
Indeed, I asked the same question
of just about everyone in the pe­
riod leading up to our arrival on
the field.

A church advisor is stationed in
an area where there are a number
of churches (anywhere from 8-
20). He then works with these
churches and their leaders, seek­
ing to help them in their Christian
life and witness. In the area
where Gromnari and I are cur­
rently working there are IS
churches and we seek to minis­
ter to them in two main ways.

Firstly, we hold regular bi­
monthly workshops with pastors
and trainee pastors of each con­
gregation. These week-long
workshops provide not only
valuable theological input for the
workers, but also a time when they
can sit down together and share
the joys and sorrows of their
ministries with each other.

But the church consists of more
than just the pastors and so, during
the intervening months, Grom
and I endeavour to go on patrol
and share with the churches as
fellowships. We recently com­
pleted such a patrol, so I thought I
might share some highlights and
let you, too, share in the work.

The patrol took us to seven of
our churches over a period of
one week. During this week we
shared in five fellowship nights,
where the entire night is spent
singing Christian songs inter­
spersed with preaching and times
of prayer. They were really spe­
cial times of rejoicing together,
even though a little tiring. We
slept very well on the other two

ment with the construction of
“flood shelters”, hoping that this
preventative measure may save
lives in the future.

Force Ten is a Joint program
of the Australian Council of
Churches and Australian
Catholic Relief. Further infor­
mation can be obtained by con­
tacting Force Ten at Box C199
Clarence Street P.O., Sydney
2000.

—John Bassett, PNG

nights and when we returned
home.

Our main purpose was to en­
courage the churches and so we
preached and taught at every
opportunity—up to four or five
times per village.

Availability and cost of petrol
made manpower the most fa­
voured form of energy for trans­
port. We spent over 16 hours
walking on rough bush tracks and
the last hour paddling a dugout
canoe. I sure was thankful for the
many times that anadonal brother
would carry my backpack—I
seem to have lost some of my
stamina since my Boys Brigade
camping days.

With all that exercise there was
a need for plenty of ’fuel’ for the
’motors’, and there was plenty. A
standard helping served to me
would consist of 15-20 pieces of
sweet potato or yam, plus meat.
Over the week I had five full
chickens, fish and some home-
grown pork, but the culinary cli­
max came on the last full day of
the patrol when I was served a big,
red lobster. I don’t know whether
it was an actual lobster or some
other red crayfish, but I do know
that it was a wonderfully tasty
change from chicken. The stan­
dard drink was coconut milk,
fresh from the husk.

We returned home to Bunam
convinced that although the re­
vival has diminished in its fer­
vour, there remains a body of
believers who are standing strong
in the faith. Please continue to
remember the church in PNG,
as there is still a need for much
teaching. Pray for God’s work­
ers too, for whilst life in New
Guinea is certainly not unbear­
able, it is different.
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Th* World Health Or­
ganization report* that
more than 111,800 cases
of AIDS have been re­
corded around the
globe. The US haa the
large*! number with
71,171 cases.

60 tonnes of emergency
aid from Australia have
arrived in Bangladesh,
including a boat, high pro­
tein biscuits and water
purifying tablets. World
Vision and other aid agen­
cies sent the cargo and the
Australian Government
funded the cost of the
plane.

On September 4 leaders
of the Evangelical Lu­
theran Church In South
West Afrlca/Namlbla,
the second largest
church In the territory,
denounced what they
called the "disorderly
government which con­
trols, penetrates, poi­
sons and disrupts Na­
mibian society so that
the people suffer and
die". In response a pro­
South African newspa­
perin Namibia called the
Lutheran Church a
“front organization” for
communism. The paper
also charged that “many
pastors and even bish­
ops fall Into the trap of
Marxism”.

Brazilian and US newspa­
pers have reported that
Pedro Casaldaliga Pla, a
Brazilian Roman Catholic
bishop has been admon­
ished by the Vatican for
failing to make required
visits there because of a
1985 trip to Nicaragua to
express support for the
priest who is that country's
foreign minister. Accord­
ing to one report the
bishop was also criticised
by Vatican officials for
popular liturgies he wrote
for Indians and blacks in
Brazil.

Lutheran Deputy Bishop
Zephaniah Kameeta has
been denied a passport
by South African au­
thorities for the tenth
time In 4 years. Kameeta
was Invited by the UN to
attend a meeting In Can­
ada. He was also due to

travel to Europe for
church meeting*. No
reason for the denial
was given.

Church protests are con­
tinuing over the Romanian
government's plans to
destroy thousands of vil­
lages. The assembly of the
Federation of Protestant
Churches of Switzerland
urged the Romanian gov­
ernment to give up the
plans on grounds that they
would adversely affect the
rights of ethnic minorities.
The Global Mission Unit of
the Presbyterian Church
USA voted to send a mes­
sage of concern about the
situation to the Reformed
Church of Romania, and to
help ethnic Hungarian
refugees from Romania in
Hungary.

New Zealand Presbyteri­
ans are divided about a
proposal to rename the
denomination the Pres­
byterian Church of
Aotearoa New Zealand
(thus Inserting the Maori
name for the country).
Some opposed the addi­
tion on the grounds of
cost, others because It
would make the name
cumbersome. Method­
ists have Increasingly
used Aotearoa In their
denominational name.

The Information Bulletin of
the All Union Council of
Evangelical Christian-
Baptists reports that local
Baptists and atheists met
3 times in Leningrad for
debates, presentations
and question and answer
sessions.

The Annual Council of
the Seventh Day Advent­
ist Church, held In Octo­
ber, attracted about 250
delegates from around
the world to Nairobi. It
was the first meeting of
the Council In Africa,
where an estimated 1.2
million of the 5.4 million
Adventists worldwide
live.

A deposit was placed on
the MV Argo last week in
the first step that could see
it becoming the Logos II.
The owners of the Spanish
ship have agreed to sell it 

to Operation Mobilisation
for $US1.95 million. OM
hope that the ship will be
ready to start work next
October.

Australian delegate* to
the recent International
Mission* Conference In
Sydney havo estab­
lished a new organisa­
tion to be known as tho
Independent City Mis­
sions of Australia,
(ICMA), to provldo a
means of sharing Ideas,
resources, skills and
programs. ICMA Io mado
up of Independent, non-
denomlnatlonal Chris­
tian City Missions from
Brisbane, Sydney, Mel­
bourne, Hobart, Launc-
oston, Adelaide, New­
castle, Wollongong and
Calvary Welfare Serv­
ices In Bunbury, West­
ern Australia.

The next Old CWF rally will
be held on November 8 at
the Annerley church.
Guest singers will be the
Rostvit twins from the
USA. Morning tea at
10am, rally commences at
10.30am.

As part of the campaign
“The Blblo Open to AU”
Scripture Union, Nor­
way, has been Involved
In a Bible relay for two
months, May and June
1988. A series of runners
carried Bibles 4,000km
along the entire Norwe­
gian coastline. In about
60 towns along the route
rallies were held to en­
courage Bible reading
and to raise funds for
Bible projects.

Overseas mission has dis­
appeared from the agenda
of the local church, a sur­
vey commissioned by the
Church Missionary Soci­
ety in Britain has found.
The survey found that
mission rated very low in
the priorities of local con­
gregations whose main
preoccupations appear to
be parochial concerns and
problems with the fabric of
their buildings. The survey
found that the most effec­
tive way to communicate
what overseas mission Is
all about is through
people, such as visits from 

mission partners and area
secretaries.

There are now about 600
Korean mloolonarloo
working In different
parts of tho world.

Legislation to authorise
the first Anglican women
priests in Australia was
passed in Melbourne re­
cently. It should come into
effect about the end of
1989. The first women's
ordinations in Melbourne
are scheduled to be in the
normal February ordina­
tions of 1990, Archbishop
David Penman has said.

Tho SA Stato Govern­
ment will designate 1989
a special Year of School
and Industry to highlight
action being taken to
educate young people
for tho world of work.
Joe Laslett (phone (08)
226 1068) and Paul Ros­
ser (phone (08) 217 5383)
have been appointed to
work with schools and
Industry to plan the year.

Deacon Vladimir Rusak is
to be released from a la­
bour camp in the USSR
this month after serving
over 2 years of a 12 year
sentence. He was ar­
rested in April 1986 and
tried on charges of ‘anti-
Soviet agitation and
propaganda'. He had writ­
ten an unauthorised his­
tory of the Russian Ortho­
dox Church and later, in
parish service, he at­
tracted official displeasure
by speaking openly about
Christians who had per­
ished for their faith under
the communist regime. In
1983 he addressed an
open letter to the WCC
General Assembly giving
a detailed description of
the real situation of the
Russian Orthodox Church
in the USSR.

Leaders of unregistered
Pentecostal churche* In
the USSR held a confer­
ence In September. Over
150 representative* of
churche* opposed to
state registration under
present conditions at­
tended. The conference
was told that there are
20,000 Pentecostal* In

Fz/g

Western Ukraine and
about 5,000 In tho
Moscow region.

At the United Bible Socie­
ties Council meeting in
Budapest last month re­
sponsibility was accepted
to make more Scriptures
accessible to young
people. Part of the state­
ment released read: “On
this day 109,000 children
become teenagers; during
the year 40 million will
have entered this exciting
and turbulent period of
their lives."

In tho wako of tho otrong
vote agalnot continu­
ation of the military rule
of Augusto Pinochet, the
Christian Confraternity
of Churches In Chile has
called for ‘authentic dia­
logue’ between tho gov­
ernment and armod
forces on tho one hand,
and tho alternative coali­
tion which carried tho
day. Under tho Chilean
constitution Pinochet
may remain In office
until early 1990.

Bishops of 6 of the 99
domestic dioceses of the
Episcopal Church in the
USA have denounced the
election last month of Bar­
bara Harris as a suffragan
(associate) bishop in one
of the dioceses of the
denomination. Calling it a
'direct assault upon the
unity of the church’, the
6—plus 3 retired bish­
ops—say they will not be
in communion with her and
cannot accept the validity
of ordinations or confirma­
tions she administers.

A new round of dialogue
between representa­
tives of the Coptic [Ori­
ental Orthodox] Church
and Coptlc-rlte Roman
Catholic Churches In
Egypt began this month.
Most Egyptian Chris­
tians are Oriental Ortho­
dox. Subjects for dis­
cussion at the meeting
were purgatory and the
Holy Spirit.

An estimated 3,400,000
pornographic video cas­
settes are rented each
week in the US.
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If you teach Religious Education in schools or lead a Sunday Schol or church­
based group, look at what Christian Education Publications has to offer.

Christian Education Publications produce outstanding Bible-centred curriculum
material.

The Sword, for use in schools and the Trowel, for the church
situation, are Bible-centred, up to date and creatively written.

Each child is involved in the lesson being taught through workbooks specially
designed for their age group.

Teacher’s Manuals are renowned for the help they give teachers. Lessons are
clearly presented, outlining goals, lesson aids, activities and methodology.

Teachers throughout Australia and New Zealand use the Sword and Trowel
material as an effective means of encouraging children to explore the Bible and
come to know God.

For your free 1989 catalogue and sample pack, fill in the coupon below or phone
Christian Education Publications on (02) 265 1587. toll free, on (008) 023 768.

Please send me a copy of the 1989 catalogue
and a sample pack of curriculum material.

Christian Education Publications
P.O. Box A287, Sydney South, 2000

P/C
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ANTICIPATION—FACING THE FUTURE
A second report from the Working Group on the Future. A preparatory study for the 42nd

Federal Conference, Canberra, January 1989.

When your life is more and more be­
coming a prayer...you notice that you
are always busy converting yourself
and gaining an ever-deeper under­
standing of your fellow man. ...If you
are really praying, you can’t help but
have critical questions about the great
problems the world is grappling with,
and you can't get nd of the idea that a
conversion is not only necessary for
yourself and for your neighbour, but
for the entire human community.

—Henri Nouwen

Future, for the Christian, Is a word of
promise. Future conjures up hope and
fulfilment.

What follows is an attempt to stimulate a
positive response to change in our society.
It should be read in conjunction with our
first report and Howard Snyder’s "Ten
Major Trends Facing the World Church”
(both in ‘The Australian Christian” Sep­
tember 17).

❖ THE CHURCH AS A CARING
COMMUNITY

Federal and state budget emphases
make clear that funding in many areas is
under threat. Welfare, housing, health,
education—areas once thought to be
unquestioned—are now the very areas
from which governments are seeking to
withdraw. So long as the dollar is the
criterion people will suffer.

Clearly the church is in no position to
meet the dollar shortfall but, with equal
clarity, someone does need to be at the
point of hurt with care, support and com­
passion. The churches are uniquely
placed for such a role, that is, to be the
caring community and to stimulate care in
the wider community.

The praying man is the man who in­
spires the world, who looks on it with
compassion and, in this glance,
penetrates to the source of all being.

—Henri Nouwen

* THE CHURCH AS HONEST
BROKER IN THE POLITICAL
PROCESS

There is a role for the church in the
political and social process. The strength
of the National Gathering priortotheopen-
ing of Parliament House (May 1988) was
clear signal to both government and
church that the Christian community is a
force to be reckoned with.

Stewardship demands responsible use
of that strength. Pressure groups and lob­
bies abound, each with its own axe to
grind. There is a perceived need for a
disinterested group which will focus on the
best interests of the society as a whole—
the ‘honest broker’ role. The churches are
well fitted for such a role.

The 'honest broker1 has opportunity to
act as reconciler as well as to be the voice
of the voiceless and to express a Christian
viewpoint.

You are Christian only so long as
you look forward to a new world, so
long as you constantly pose critical
questions to the society you live
in... and keep saying that anew world
is yet to come.

—Henri Nouwen

❖ THE CHURCH AS A
PRIESTLY PEOPLE

We have long held the priesthood of all
believers to be a vital New Testament
concept.

Each has a priestly role according to the
gifts received—the economist in econom­
ics, the scientist in science, the politician in
politics—each offering their gift for the
service of God and people.

We each need to be free to exercise our
gifts. This may mean some areas of dis­
agreement. There is nothing inherently
wrong in individuals differing. Christianity,
in essence, is a personal relationship
based on love, rather than agreement.
That personal relationship is the shared
experience that binds each to the other re­
gardless of our understanding of the truth.
That personal experience in Christ will
hold us together as we are led by the Spirit
in the mind of God.

This howeverdemands an uncharacter­
istic openness and acceptance among
us—a willingness to see our fellowship in
Christ as the basis on which to share
differing insights and understandings.

Openness does not simply come of
itself. It requires our confession that
we are limited, dependent, weak and
even sinful...this attitude is difficult
because it makes you vulnerable... A
person becomes a person only when
he is capable of standing open to all
the gifts which are prepared for him.

—Honrl Nouwen

❖ THE CHURCH AND A
MINISTRY RETHINK

All of the above impinges on our under­
standing of ministry. We need a ministry
rethink.

The trained minister of the Word faces
heavy demand, not only on time, but also
on skills and sheer physical resources.
After four years of theological training the
minister frequently finds that ministry is
mainly administration. Indicators given in
our first report (“A.C.” September 17)
suggest, however, an increasing need for
pastoral care and support.

That report also contains some impor­
tant social indicators of resources for
ministry, two of which are:

•The rise in the over 60s in the commu­
nity. This greying of our society is accom­
panied by increasing numbers of early
retirees, often from management and
administration. The call, and challenge, to
early retirees to use their valuable skill and
experience in ministry is one important
option before the church.

•At the other end of the scale continuing
unemployment offers a similar human
resource. A call and challenge to the un­
employed to use their unemployment in
ministry is another option before the
church. This is not only taking advantage
of a human resource, but offering much-
needed acceptance and self-worth to
some who feel great rejection.

Exercise of only these two options could
set the minister free to be the 'person'
person so needed by both church and
society—free to minister the Word, free to
care for the people, free to mobilise the
whole church for ministry.

When each separate part
works as It should, the whole
body grows and builds Itself up
through love.

Ephesians 4:16b
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ANTICIPATION—FACING THE FUTURE
❖ THE CHURCH AND THE

COMPUTER
Discussions with ministers reveal a

common need—resources.
To meet such a need should not be too

difficult, given the state of communication
technology. A national computer databank
of ministry resources accessible to each
minister in Australia is not simply a pipe
dream. It can be done.

Such a program has great potential.
There could be a national membership
register with the advantage of ready notifi­
cation of member transfer and, maybe, a
plug in the hole of membership loss
through transfer. The ease of personal
communication with the entire member­
ship of Churches of Christ is another plus.

Software is available to meet specific
needs of particular congregations. Such a
program in place in the congregation has
been estimated to be the equivalent of an
extra half-time minister.

So long as you live as a Christian
you keep looking for a new order, a
new structure, a new life.

—Henri Nouwen

❖ THE CHURCH AND THE ISSUES
She spoke of her children. The pain was

in her eyes. 'They've left the church,” she
said, "but they’re still committed to Christ.
What has happened?"

That conversation can be repeated over
and over. No blanket answer can be given
to her question. Words like relevance,
reality, authenticity and practical experi­
ence emerge in discussion. We best un­
derstand that communication which
touches our need and our experience.

It is imperative that the church ad­
dresses those issues that the people face;
that the gospel be brought to bear at the
point where the people are living; that the
message be delivered in a medium that
people understand. There are two factors,
then: issues and communication.

For too long we have sheltered behind
"religion and politics don’t mix." When we
confess Jesus as Lord there can be no
qualification—he is Lord of all. Family
breakdown, unemployment, AIDS, drugs,
the environment, sexual abuse, vio­
lence—the issues must find their place on
the agenda of the church.

To address the issues demands more
than words. The church serious about
communication will look to music, drama,
video, as well as all the traditional means
and, above all, love and acceptance.

As a Christian, you... maintain
...that there willneverbe a moment in
this life when you can rest assured
that there is nothing more to do.

—Henri Nouwen

❖ THE OPEN CHURCH
Thechallengeofthefuturecallsustothe

risks of openness to one another, to dare
to differ and still love and to make that love
manifest. Beyond that openness, how­
ever, is the call to openness to God and the
guidance of his Holy Spirit.

It is just possible that some of our most
cherished convictions are not those of the
Father. The Bible is replete with examples
of those called from the old to the new—
from the past to the future.

In this changing society in God's be­
loved Australia, he may well call us to new
and demanding ways of service and wit­
ness. These ways may see us walk
strange paths and keep strange company
as we seek to do his will.

To do his will, however, requires that we
keep close company with him and that we
are ever open to him.

[Quotations from Henri Nouwen are taken from
With Open Hands, Ave Maria Press, Indiana, USA]

We offer ourselves, one way or another, to try to work for God. We
want as It were, to be among the sheepdogs employed by the good
shepherd. Have you ever watched a good sheepdog at work? He Is not
an emotional animal. He goes on with the job quite steadily; takes no
notice of bad weather, rough ground or his own comfort. He seldom
or never stops to be stroked. Yet his faithfulness and Intimate
communion with his master are among the loveliest things In the
world. Now and then he looks at the shepherd. And when the time
comes for rest, they are generally to be found together.

Let this be the model for your love.
—Evelyn Underhill

Some recommendations:

1. That an advisory panel be appointed^
to maintain a watch on national issues for
the following purposes:

(a) to advise the Federal Conference
Executive and the churches as to appro­
priate response and action on national
issues;
(b) to make representation, in conjunc­
tion with Federal Conference Executive,
to federal and state governments where
such representation is deemed neces­
sary and advisable in the interests of the
people.

2. That Churches of Christ at federal,
state and local levels maintain a 'welfare
watch'

(a) to be alert to areas of need and be
prepared to offer support to those in
need;
(b) to exert pressure to minimise cuts in
government spending in areas such as
welfare, education, health, housing etc.

3 JThat a study be conducted as to the
■feasibility of establishing a national com­
puter databank of ministry and other re­
sources to equip ministers and church
administrators in such a way as to enable
them to make full use of appropriate tech­
nology. Such a study should take note of
similar action being taken by other
churches in Australia with a view to co­
operation in their programs.

* Electives and workshops
planned for the 42nd Confer­
ence in Canberra are de­
signed to allow presentation
and consideration of points
raised in this paper.

“GODS FWPU GODS WORLD"

____________________________ j
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Mai Garvin to be
keynote speaker

Mai Garvin will be the keynote speaker at
Federal Conference in Canberra in January
1989, speaking on the subject ‘Focus on the
Future’.

Mai Garvin has recently moved to Sydney
with his wife and four children from Kilmany
Park, Sale where they were part of a commu­
nity which included students undertaking the
Fusion Youth and Community Work
Course, young people in residential care and
young people involved in an employment
program on the property.

Mai is the founder and director of Fusion
Australia, a national Christian Youth and
Community Work Organisation, working in
all states with about 140 staff members. He has
extensive experience as a counsellor and has
been involved in training social workers and
counsellors for government and private agen­
cies.

Mai’s award-winning daily radio program,
“Breakthru Generation” has been operating
for 23 years and is now on 100 stations reach­
ing over one million people. He believes that to
reach and understand young Australians it is
necessary to understand our national con­
sciousness. With this in mind “Us Aussles”
was written, giving a fascinating insight into
the Australian history which was never taught
at school. The book reached Number One on
the Religious booksellers’ Best-seller list.

Mai, editor of “Tell” magazine, is con­
cerned with the impact of social and techno­
logical change,and speaks with some authority
on subjects of unemployment, technological
change, alienation and moral issues facing
Western society.

FOCUS ON THE FUTURE AT
FEDERAL CONFERENCE

CNABERRA, JANUARY 1989

More news of
Federal Conference

Registration
•Registration for Federal Conference stood

at exactly 200 at mid-October, meaning that a
lot of people still have not registered. Send
yours in today! Use the form in this issue.

Women’s Day
•If you are planning to attend Women’s Day

in Canberra please note that luncheon numbers
must be in by December 5. Cost$12per head.

Computers in the Church
•A new workshop has been added to the

Conference program: ‘Computers in the
Church’. This will be run by Bruce Riddel,
Director of Church Care, a computer com­
pany specialising in providing assistance to
churches in the use of computers, covering
membership rolls, attendance, word process­
ing, accounting, music references and much
more.

MOVEMENT, MUSIC,
DRAMA, BANNERS—SOME
OF THE WORKSHOPS AT
FEDERAL CONFERENCE

“GODS FiEOPiLiE GODS WORLD”
This workshop was not available when the

Registration forms were printed. So if you
wish to enrol for ‘Computers in the Church’
complete the form below and send it to Rob
Gibson, GPO Box 2732, Canberra, ACT
2601.

Name:.

Address:

Please enrol me for this special
workshop

COMPUTERS
WORKSHOP
Enrolment form

u Please fill in and post now.

„ l/We are registering for the 42nd Federal
| Conference
0 Surname

Address

[] Town/City Postcode
n Church.....................................................................
U Phone (H) (W)n 12
u Name for Badge...................................................
H Initials
„ Age over 30  

16-30  

D Number of Children
Children under 16

under 6
u Accommodation 1 2

University
—Single Q Q

L —Twin  

I Do you need ground floor
accommodation?  

Other Locations (to be booked independ­
ently)

U —Caravan Park  

I—Nat Exhibition Centre  
—Church Home  
—Own Arrangements  

D Please send me more Information about—
■ Ministers' Conference  

ACWF Women's Day  
Luncheon on
Women's Day  

Registration Fees
Registration (for administration and hand­
book)

Person each person $50 $

Couple each couple $90 $
Full-time Student each $30 $ 
Documents Only each $20 $J""""”..’....

Accommodation—deposit per person
University each $50 $

Please post your Registration Form and
remittance cheque to:
Ron Gibson
Registration Officer
42nd Federal Conference of
Churches of Christ
GPO Box 2732
Canberra ACT 2601

Cheques are payable to the "42nd Federal
Conference".

Phone enquiries should be made to-
Bruce Kennedy (062) 58 1360 (after
6 p.m.), or Joan Pye (03) 419 4318,
Federal Conference Secretary, 52 La
Trobe Street, Melbourne, Vic 3000
(03) 662 2377.
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•Continued from Page 8
you want them to meet?

We have a responsibility to tell
people the truth about Jesus and
if that means stopping a fictitious
lie then I say stop it. Jesus leaves
us in no doubt as to the fate of any
who causes another to reject him.

—Jeff Tutticci
(Kedron, Qld)

RETIREMENT VILLAGE
IN IPSWICH?

To the Editor,
In your issue of September 3

there appears an article headed
“Should the Local Church get into
Retirement Villages?" I would
say, 'Yes. If the church itself isn’t
interested, who would?

Years ago myself and my elder
brother V.G. Boettcher started a
hostel-type of Home at Marburg,
Qld, by donating $1,000 each.
The local church then continued
and we established a nice set of
eight units which are always filled.

Some years ago Cliff Coward of
the Ipswich church, with others of
the Social Service Department,
bought a block of land in a beauti­
ful position for an aged people's
home. Now, for some unknown
reason, our Social Service De­
partment wants to dispose of it.
There is a very great shortage of
nursing accommodation in Ips­
wich, people having to wait years
to get in. At the moment we have
no home in Ipswich, while other
churches are building and ex­
panding. Toowoomba city has
many homes (our own).

I have spoken many times to
Donald Stewart regarding this
matter without success. Perhaps
we could tum the land into a
cemetery for we aged people's
last resting place.

—A.E. Boettcher
(Ipswich, Qld)

REPLY
To the Editor,

Following Mr Boettcher's repre­
sentations to me, the Board of the
Department reconsidered the
matter and confirmed their earlier
decision to sell the land con­
cerned. The basic reason for this
action was that it will be many
years before the likelihood of

C.R.O.P. AT MORNINGTON
Planting a church in Mornington is the first stage of C.R.O.P.
outreach in Victoria-Tasmania. Ian Cartmel, the minister,
reports numerous inquirers, first-time visitors and potential
new members. Your gifts and intercession are invited.

DEPARTMENT OF MISSION, EDUCATION
AND DEVELOPMENT

52 LaTrobe Street, Melbourne Vic. 3000

Government support for either a
Hostel or Nursing Home and then
it will be a competitive situation for
the beds.

In view of this, and the need to
use the money tied up in the land
on other care projects, it was
considered wise to capitalise the
land.

—Dr D.E. Stewart
(Executive Director, Churches

of Christ in Queensland
Social Service Department)

LET THE WOMEN SPEAK
To the Editor,

In response to Michael Han­
nah's four criticisms (“A.C.' May
14) of my March 26 article:

1: Gal. 3:28. Certainly oneness
in Christ does not eliminate the
biological differences between
men and women, but account
must be taken of two facts: (1) the
Galatian gospel is one of libera­
tion, and (2) the emphasis is not
on maintaining differences be­
tween men and women but tran­
scending them.

2:“Evenas the law says,"1 Cor.
14:34. (1) No matter whose argu­
ment — Paul’s or those he takes
to task — it is supported by the
law, if not based on it (2) It would
be in character for legalistic
(Jewish?) Christians to invoke
“the law“ (whether the OT or its
Pharisaic interpretation), but un­
characteristic of Paul to prescribe
specific Christian behaviour on
that ground.

3.1 Cor. 14:36. certainly the
masculine monous (RSV “only
ones”) does not require that it be
translated as'men only.’ My main
point had to do with the import of a
(RSV “What!’), which I take to
signify Paul's negation of what 

precedes. This Hannah ignores.
(However, monous meaning
"men only* is secondary support)

4.1 Tim. 2:8-15. Michael Han­
nah rightly notes that my overall
thrust raises an important issue: if
Paul wrote this, he is of a divided
mind; if not, the New Testament
is. I argued against the former.

— Ronald W. Graham
(Johnston, Iowa, USA)

This reply was delayed be­
cause of the time taken for copies
sent seamail to reach the USA.

Between 1975 and 1982 the total
Latin American foreign debt
jumped from $75 billion to $315
billion. During the aame period
those countries paid principal
and Interest to their creditors of
$276 billion.

A photographic exhibition called
‘Jewish Life in Australia Today'will
be displayed at the Jewish Mu­
seum of Australia between No­
vember 1988 and February 1989.
The Museum is located Cnr
Toorak Rd and Arnold St, South
Yarra, in Melbourne. Phone in­
quiries: (03) 266 1922.

POSITION AVAILABLE 1989
VANUATU

French/English teacher
Ranwadi Junior Secondary School on Pentecost island in Vanuatu is
also aco-educalional boarding school. Ranwadi has around 150 students.
Formal teaching qualifications are essential. A key part of this task is to
exercise a Christian witness among the student body.
For further Information please write to:

Churches of Christ Overseas Mission Board,
PO Box 320, Unley50S1.

|Hey, Christian Single!
[] ,Z 11 X Interested in a Gold Coast holiday |

: j " with other Christian adults (23+)? |

o C ©mk? son©
I ——S£__—I JAN 15-22

D$195 for 7 nights shared accommodation and 8 days of fully catered .
meals at the National Fitness Camp, Burleigh Heads, Qld. 180 U

| Christian singles in the holiday capital of Australia ... lighted tennis |
n courts, squash courts, full gym facilities, lighted swimming pool ... n
“ and all at a beach-front facility.
Q Private caterers will ensure our sumptuous fare, including 'pig on a |
n spit1 and a 'formal banquer night
P Sightseeing in the day ... bonfires on the beach at night ... good “
U Biblical preaching ... great Christian fellowship. Definitely a holiday u
J with a difference.
Si Speaker: Rev GRAEME CARNELL

Camp Counsellor: Dr JAMES RIDGWAY !
| Applications: CAMP SOLO, Amanda Bridges, Flat 1, 40 Southey |
I^St, Elwood 3184 Phone (03) 531 5629
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