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Music in Worship
Expressing the depth and vitality of the Christian faith.

-1. E. Allsop
When we visit and worship in another church

we make a judgement within the first few min­
utes of just what is the nature, style and spiritual
depth of that local church.

The music, the language, the mannerisms of
the president, the choice of hymns, the attitudes
and conversation of the people, the furniture,
seating arrangements and general architecture
of the building all create an impression and
either help or detract from our worship.

Local churches which have a depth and
meaning within their spiritual life are able to let
us know very quickly. They tend to create an at­
mosphere largely through the use of good music
which communicates faith to us.

Because of the importance of music in wor­
ship and the importance of worship itself in the
life of the Christian church some Churches of
Christ members feel a concern about the quality
of hymns and the cunent selection as published
in the Churches of Christ hymnbook. That
concern and the following debate led to the
motion at the Hobart Federal Conference
where it was agreed that a taskforce be es­
tablished to look at future music and hymn
resources and to investigate the feasibility of
publishing a new hymnbook.

During 1987 one of the more exciting com­
mittees of our churches was established. Com­
posed of people with a love for music both
traditional and modem the nature and role of
music within our churches was discussed.

The following recommendations were pre­
sented to the Federal Executive and will be
acted on during 1988 -

That the real need is not for another
hymnbook but better awareness and use of
existing music resources. Committee mem­
bers were aware of a large range of hymnbooks
and music which is excellent and can readily be
made available for our churches. They felt
confident that the key factor was simply that
people did not know about, or else could not
easily locate new and suitable worship and
music resources.
A Comprehensive Index to
Hymns, Songs and Tunes

It was agreed that we publish a completely
new index or listing of hymns, songs and

Militantly Muslim Iran is reported to
have allowed thousands of Jews to
leave the country since the 1979 revo­
lution. Sources say that in 1979 the
Jewish population numbered 80,000
but over the past 8 years it has
dwindled to 30,000. 
St Paul’s Anglican Church In
Jerusalem has suffered two arson
attacks within a fortnight during
December.

other worship resources both traditional
and contemporary which can be used in our
churches to overcome this situation. Such a
listing will be available on computer disk as
well as printed and will provide information
under theme, time of year, alphabetical first
line, author and tune. Such a resource will
help organists and choir leaders to locate a
range of highly suitable but otherwise un­
known hymns and songs.
Music and Worship Seminars

The committee agreed that when key lead­
ers in the local church have heard good music,
have located the resources for its introduction
and are confident in their ability to teach the
congregation that new music is used. Until
such happens new hymns will not be intro­
duced.

To help achieve greater awareness and
appreciation of music in worship a series of
Music and Worship Seminars, in part
funded by Federal Conference Executive,
will be held in our churches from 1988.
Content will cover such areas as the theology
of music and worship, various music styles -
contemporary and traditional, training in

song leading, conducting, orchestra, accom­
panying and solo work.

Various new hymnbooks and overhead
projector sets will be introduced so that par­
ticipants will be familiar with the “what can
be found and where”. In particular the new
supplement to the Australian Hymn Book
will be introduced.

The overall purpose of these seminars, to
be led by outstanding musicians and teachers,
will be to raise the standard of music and
worship in our churches.

Although a new Churches of Christ
hymnbook will not be published, this com­
mittee has developed a program and possible
areas of action which will have considerably
greater impact If its work is effective we may
well sec an emphasis on music in worship and
a determination to allow our church services
to reflect a quality and vitality which commu­
nicates the Christian faith and enables mean-

_ingful_WMghip to happen. ________

Except for Albania and Malta,
Greece has the fewest evan­
gelical Christians among
countries in Europe — 10,000
out of a population of 10 mll-

__________ lion.
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What Me? A HoKy Person’
The Apostle Peter wrote: "Be Holy in all that you

do, just as God who called you is Holy.” (1 Peter
1:15)

Holiness is the distinctive goal of a Christian
which is reflected in our approach to life. The Chris­
tian faith calls us to stand apart from the world and
walk in the footsteps of Jesus Christ. Jesus has
shown us the holiness of God whilst touching every
aspect of life with his presence:

- our social life by attending the wedding party at
Cana;

- our physical well-being by healing the sick;
- our political world by reaching across known

cultural and racial barriers as with the woman at the
well;

- our spiritual lives though his conquest of sin
and death on the cross.

In so doing, he called upon his followers to be like
him in their own lives.

As I reflect upon what this means to me in prac­
tical terms, I see it as personal integrity - for I am
ultimately answerable to God. Personal integrity is
expressed in what I do and the way I think. It is ex­
pressed in such things as promise-keeping, love,
just and fair treatment of others.

God Is the holy one who keeps his promises
and remains faithful to us (Heb.9:15). Likewise,
our relationship with God and with one another
ought to be one of sincerity, honesty, faithfulness
and love.

Secondly, God Is a God of righteousness and
justice (Ps.72:1; 99:4). Jesus said of himself “I am
the way, the truth and the life.” as he pointed to a life
of righteousness in his relationship with others. He
taught us not to focus our attention upon our own
needs (Matt.5:25f), but develop a Kingdom mental­
ity (v33) that focuses upon the just and fair treat­
ment of others. Just consider how often in our
‘fallen state’ we are tempted to please ourselves -
in the things we buy, the food we eat, those little

‘extra’ pleasures we grab.
Holiness, therefore is a discipline of the heart

that turns ourattentionfromourselves towards God
and others (an act of repentance). Holiness allows
us to see others through the eyes of our Lord - to
appreciate their God-given image; their need for
self respect, hope, liberation and a sense of be­
longing. Holiness occurs as we put on Christ and
act in the power and presence of his Spirit.

I still find it hard to accept that I can be a holy
person - but that is the implication of having faith in
Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour

- Keith Ridge
(Croydon S.A.)

Christmas Luncheon

Attentive listening at Christmas Luncheon
Christmas provides an opportu­

nity for the church to reach out to
the community in a number of
special ways.

The Ainslie, A.C.T., church
invited those community groups
using the church halls during the
year to share a “Guest Christmas
Luncheon”. About 60 attended
including representatives from
the Nursing Mothers’ Associa­
tion, the Adoptive Parents' Asso­
ciation, the Exercise Group and
those who attend the Creative
Living Centre. Regular customers
to the weekly “Op Shop” were

also guests. After an excellent
luncheon, catered for by the
women of the church, Ian Kerr,
Director of Scripture Union,
spoke on family life and the need
for a firm foundation based on
Jesus Christ

Ainslie also participated in a
letter box drop, with nine other
churches, covering North Can­
berra, inviting residents to a spe­
cial Christmas celebration on
December 13 at Rugby League
Park in the inner city. These invi­
tations publicised church loca­
tions and meeting times.

CP Awards
Christian Projects Chair­

man, Ian Henry, has advised that
the Executive of the Australian
Christian Women’s Fellowship
has agreed to act as the selection
panel for the CP Award of Excel­
lence and the CP Encourage­
ment Award.

The CP Award of Excellence
is reserved exclusively for lay
people who have unselfishly
given of themselves in Christian
service. It recognises worthwhile
effort and achievement and will
be rewarded by a Certificate.

The CP Encouragement
Award will be given to lay people
under 35 years of age who have
exhibited leadership skills and
potential and who wish to engage
in such studies as will advance
their abilities for further service.
Four of these Awards, valued at
not more than S500, will be of­
fered each year.

“The Australian Christian”
has played a valuable role for the
past 10 years in recommending
the Australian Christian Foun­
dation Scholarship for overseas
study. Christian Projects are con­
fident that the A.C.W.F. will be
just as successful in their recom­
mendation for these new awards.

NEW HOPE
CAN BE YOURS

DIAL (03)11610
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College of the B ible from 1944 to
Joyce and Harold Long

On January 17 a special thanks-

Ruby Anniversary of Ministry “Journeying On — Together”

giving service was held to mark
the anniversary of 40 years of
full-time ministry of Joyce and
Harold Long and to mark their
entering retirement.

The service was held in the
Hawthorn, S.A., chapel where
the seating capacity was taxed.
The service was chaired by
Trevor Gordge with Colin
Dredge, Conference President,
Wendy R idge, Women’s Confer­
ence President and Frank Hunt­
ing, a life-long friend and brother
minister, participating. Graham
Knight, Hawthorn’s secretary,
made apresentationof a ‘Book of
Memories’ containing written
testimonials from all areas where
Harold and Joyce ministered.

An item in song was provided
by their grandchildren (14 in all)
and another by their immediate
children (four sons and one
daughter), many of whom trav­
elled from interstate to be present.

Harold Long studied at the

1947 and during this time he con­
ducted student ministries at Wed-
derburn and Burnley. For the
last three years of World War II
Harold served in the Army Medi­
cal Corps.

Harold married Joyce Fraser in
the Georgetown, Newcastle,
N.S.W., church.

Upon graduation Harold and
Joyce served the York St., Balla­
rat, Vic., church forfiveyears and
then spent 18 months at
Warrnambool which they had to
leave due to ill health. Harold then
served two years as the N.S.W.
Home Mission Committee Sec­
retary and was an associate with
Carramar. An eight year term
with Epping followed during
which time Harold had the honour
of serving as N.S.W. State Con­
ference President in 1968.

The next 10 years were spent
ministering with the Australian
‘Mother Church’, Grote St.,
Adelaide, S.A. Whilst atGrote St.
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J VISITING CANBERRA? S
i Steiy wtth a Church Family |
B A number of Canberra church families offer accommodation in S
g their homes at basic bed and breakfast rates to help raise g
s funds for “Home Mission” extensions In the ACT. §
|> If you would like to en/oy friendly "one of the family" . S
g hospitality In Canberra write for particulars to: §
- Norm & Dawn McKay, Barbara Kennedy,
S 22 Morgan Cres., 6 Sharp Place, S
E CURTIN, ACT, 2605. MELBA, 2615. 1
= Phone: (062) 81.2681 Phone: (062) 58.1360 =
5|||||||IBBBBBBBBIIBBIBBBBBIBBBBIBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBIBIBBIBIR

Don Smith congratulating Marj Buckingham
“Journeying On — Together”

is the theme Marj Buckingham
has chosen for her first full-time
ministry with the South Eastern
Suburban Regional Church in
Melbourne.

The induction service at Caul­
field on January 31 was well at­
tended by members and friends of
the Bentleigh, Caulfield and
Malvern churches of the Region.
Don Smith, Executive Director
of the Department of Mission,
Education & Development,

Joyce had the honour of serving as
President of the S.A. Woman’s
Conference. Their last eight
years of ministry have been with
the church at Hawthorn, S.A.

After a short vacation Harold
and Joyce will commence a part-
time ministry with the Sema­
phore, S.A., church

gave the induction charge and
address. He challenged the church
to Journey on under Marj’s posi­
tive leadership, recognizing the
many strengths that older congre­
gations have to offer, and working
together to create a new vision for
the future.

A time of fellowship was en­
joyed at the luncheon which fol­
lowed.

JOIN THE
NETWORK

ABORIGINES
MISSION

OFFERING
MARCH 20

CHURCH ON THE MOVE
The Southport Church of Christ is moving as from the 3rd April,
1988 and we desire to advise our regular visitors to the Gold Coast
to take particular note of our new address, which will be Parkland
Drive, Southport, off Smith Street Connection between Gaven
Way and Gold Coast Highway. We are opposite the new College
of Advanced Education (CAE). We have also changed our Morning
service times as follows:

9 a.m. Communion and Worship (One service only)
6.30 p.m. Gospel Celebration

Grand opening and dedication will be held on Sunday 12th
June, 1988 at 3 p.m. during the Churches of Christ South
Queensland Convention.
Enquiries: Pastor Noel Newton (075) 31.4353

Administrator Ray Rlttmeyer (075) 32.5660
COME AND WORSHIP WITH US IN OUR NEW COMPLEX
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Tour of Parliament House

The photograph above was taken In the foyer of the Queensland Parliament House
when members of the Camp Hill, Qld., church held a barbecue followed by a tour of
Parliament House. The evening was arranged by the Camp Hill Ladles Fellowship
and the facilities were made available by Craig Sherrin MLA, a board member of
Camp Hill.

B ible”. Children aged from 3 to 16
presented plays, poems and songs
around this theme. The church
was comfortably full with 120
present

“Mr Eddie Bear” (alias
Wayne Henderson dressed in the
Cadbury’s Chocolates Caramello
Bear costume which had been lent
for the occasion) together with the
minister, Gordon Henderson,
presented the talk with thoughts
from the Bible on our need to
‘bear’ one anothers burdens (Gal.
6:2), to ‘bear’ good fruit (John
15:2) and how our Lord came to
‘bear’ the sins of man (Heb. 9:28).
The talk was a great hit with both
children and adults.

“Mr Eddie Bear” then helped
the Sunday School teachers pass
out the various book awards to the
children.

— Halia Bloomfield

Southern Anniversary
The Nubeena, Tas., church is

the most southerly Church of
Christ in Australia. Nubeena is
situated on the Tasman
Peninsula and is the main centre
on Peninsula. It has a population
of 1,100 and is just a few kilo­
metres from a notorious settle­
ment of Australia's early history -
Port Arthur.

Recently the church held their
Sunday School anniversary (De­
cember 13) with the theme “The

United],
FAMILY CAR TRADERS SINCE 1924

CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY
FOR YOUR NEW HOLDEN
OR QUALITY USED CAR

PH: 514781, A.H. 278 4515
72 FRANKLIN STREET
ADELAIDE 5000

OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE
At United Motors as a master
sale consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of the Blackwood
Church of Christ

. > SA’s BIGGEST
HOLDEN DEALER

BUYING A NEW HOLDEN?
SEE MURRAY FIRST!

MURRAY ECKERT

Naturalized
On January 22, at a special

Australia Day ceremony held in
Ipswich, Qld., Ralph and Bar­
bara Bennett were naturalized as
Australian citizens.

The Bennetts, with their three
children, arrived in Australia in
1970 to help in the commence­
ment of a new work at Nowra,
N.S.W.

They later moved to Queens­
land where their ministries have
included Annerley, Hervey Bay
and two years as missionaries in
Papua New Guinea. They are
presently ministering with the
West Morton Circuit.

Ralph will become Queens­
land Conference President in
1988-89 and Barbara will become

Queensland Christian
Women’s Fellowship President
for the same year.

Enjoy God’s creation
in the peaceful surroundings

of
FERN VALLEY
GUEST HOUSE

Balook
Comfortable accommodation,
home cooking, open log fires.

Your hosts: Des, Prue anc
Aileen Davidson

Phone (051)96 6141
Grand Ridge Road,

Balook3971.
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NEWS
Flag Competition

The Social Service Dept in
Queensland has been running a
competition for the design of a
Departmental flag that can be
flown at its various facilities. 11
entries were received from around
Australia. The Department has
judged the entries and awarded
the prize to the entry from John
Baird, the Administrator of the
Maryborough Regional Com­
mittee

The flag is on a green back­
ground with gold and white which
are the colours the Department
has been using.

g©

Worship & Communion

Gospel Celebration

Lunchtime Service

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Melbourne
(Cnr Swanston & Lt.
Lonsdale Sts.)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Services
7.00 p.m.

Wednesday
1.15 p.m. to 1.45 p.m.
This service commences March 2

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

C.C.A. affirms programs
On December 30, 1987 the

head office of the Christian
Council of Asia, based in Sin­
gapore, was closed down by the
Ministry of Home Affairs. The
action was taken under the Socie­
ties Act. The Minister of Home
Affairs claimed that the C.C.A.
was subject to manipulation by
Marxists and had engaged in
“issues which have nothing to do
with the Christian faith”. Files,
records and funds of the C.C.A.
were seized and an “Assignee” of
the Singapore Government was
appointed to windup the affairs of
the C.C.A. in Singapore.

The Christian Council of Asia 

is a Conference of 15 national
Council of Churches and 101
member churches throughout
Asia including Councils and
churches in Australia and New
Zealand.

The Programme Committee of
C.C.A. met in Thailand, January
18 —23, and issued the following
statement: “We carefully exam­
ined our program bearing in mind
the recent expulsion of C.C.A.
from Singapore and the accompa­
nying allegations of Marxist
manipulations of C.C.A. We find
these allegations to be totally
unfounded and we categorically
deny them. We have, instead, af­

firmed our commitment to our
work and we have agreed that it
must continue if we are to be true
to God’s mandate and maintain
the integrity of our faith.”

The stated functions of the
Christian Conference of Asia
are:—

A).  The development of effec­
tive Christian response to the
challenges of the changing socie­
ties of Asia:

B).  The exploration of opportu­
nities and the promotion of joint
action for the fulfilment of the
mission of God in Asia and
throughout the world;

C).  The encouragement of
Asian contributions to Christian
thought, worship and action
throughout the world;

D).  The development of mutual
awareness, fellowship and shar­
ing among the churches in the
region and of relationships with
other regional Conferences and
the World Council of Churches;

E).  The promotion of common
study and action in such fields as
evangelism, service, social and
human development and interna­
tional relations; and

F).  The stimulation of the initia­
tives and experiments in dynamic
Christian living and action.

The C.C.A. has undertaken to 

hold a major Conference on the
mission to the struggling and suf­
fering people of Asia in 1989.

Anonymous Gift
Thank you to the anonymous

reader of "The Australian Chris­
tian” who sent $100 to the Vic.-
Tas. Department of Mission,
Education & Development for
the work of the Kensington
Christian Network.

Index
Free copies of the 1987 Index

to “The Australian Christian”
are now available from the office.
All who have requested a copy in
the past will be sent the 1987 in­
dex. If you would like a copy of
the index please contact “The
Australian Christian” at P.O.
Box 101, Essendon North 3041
or phone (03) 379.1219.

The US Federal Commu­
nications Commission,
trying to track down
dealers In telephone
pornography, rang one
dial-a-porn number. A
recorded message told
them the office was
closed in observance of
Good Friday.
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Further CP
1000 Grants

The CP 1000 Selection
Committee have approved addi­
tional grants to churches. These
are additional to those announced
in“The Australian Christian” of
February 6.

The next meeting of the Selec­
tion Committee will be probably
held in March.

The new grants are: Portland,
Vic., $700 for support of minister
in working towards Graduate Di­
ploma in Ministry; Parkdale,
Vic., $125 for Bibles for special
campaign; Salisbury East, S.A.,
$1,000 for an outreach program
and the development of a Thrift
Shop; Doncaster, Vic., $1,500,
for Mission to Schools and CYF
rallies; Tasmanian churches
$2,000 for a trial television pro­
gram hosted by Gordon Stirling;
Nambour, Qld., $1,000 to under-
writepartof the campaign to bring
Dr Medford Jones to Queens­
land and Australian churches a
grant of $1,500 to underwrite the
campaign to bring Herb Miller to
Australia.

Christian Projects embraces
only those activities which are not
being carried out by Departments,
or which are not in any way com­
petitive with them. The CP 1000,
which is only one of the CP opera­
tions, is designed to encourage
Churches of Christ growth and
influence, particularly that of lo­
cal churches.

The main objectives of Chris­
tian Projects are:

1) To encourage leadership
qualities and build leaders min­
istering to Churches of Christ in
Australia;

2).  To assist Churches of
Christ in Australia to develop
programs which will encourage
local membership, growth and
vision; and

3).  To support and initiate
such activities that will Increase
the witness and profile of
Churches of Christ throughout
Australia.

MARCH 20
ABORIGINES

MISSION OFFERING

CHRISTIAN
HOLIDAY
CENTRE
BICHENO

* Spacious Grounds
★ Warmest Tassie Climate

★ Children's Safety
Fishing

★ Superb Views
★ Swimming. Surfing

★ Units from $10 per night
★ Walks, Beaches. Bush

★ 6-8 Bed Units
★ Tennis Court

★ Powered Van and Tent Sites
★ Schools, groups, catering

Kerry end Baine Chilean — Managore

WELCOME YOUR ENQUIRIES

PH 003 75 1247

Sod turned at Ararat

A turning of the sod ceremony
was held after the morning service
on December 6 at Ararat, Vic.

©M V©(UJ
InlELIF’T

This marked the beginning of a
new building to be used jointly as
a Counselling Centre and manse,
right next to the chapel.

Two members who were in­
volved in the church in 1919
shared the honour. Mrs Grace
Ross, who travels from Glenth-
ompson and has been an active
though sometimes isolated mem­
ber, and Will Erwin, the present
church organist.

The church has owned the va­
cant block for some 25 years and
the proximity to the chapel is seen
as a means of evangelising
through counselling and friend-

Observing the sod turning are
(from the left) two Elders Les
Gason and Ron Seiwood, Vlv
Seiwood, Gwen Searle and
Daisy Laidlaw (also a member
since the early 1920’s).

The contract price and cover­
ings is expected to be over
$ 100,000 which is expected to be
fully met by the time the building
is ready for use in April.

At present the minister is Stan
Bannon, ably assisted by his wife
Irene who was also a College of
the Bible student

— Frank Gason

° IAN F. KNIGHT, ll.b.,b.com.
: BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
° REGISTERED TAX AGENT

• Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates & Wills,
* Taxation, Personal Injuries, Business &

o Company Law.
• 10 BEST STREET, 48 MADIGAN DRIVE,
• NORTH FITZROY, 3068 GLEN WAVERLEY, 3150
° PHONE : (03) 481.0854 PHONE: (03) 561.5879
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The Letters to the Editor limit Is
200 words.

BRITISH CHURCHES
To the Editor,

I am disappointed and con­
cerned that for quite a long time
we have seen only references to
the continuing British Churches of
Christ.

As a visitor to that country, and
as one concerned with events in
other places, it should be re­
corded that many churches of
ours opted to become part of
another church (United Reformed
Church). Just recently I was
heartened to receive these words
from one who has long been asso­
ciated with the ongoing work of
the denominations. She said in
part: ‘This year (1987) has just
flown for us — all kinds of church
events culminating in the best of
all on Monday. The four denomi­
nations in Dalton and Askam sign
an Ecumenical Covenant, formal­
ising what has been happening
for years in our working and wor­
shipping together."

Such people have worked for
years and have cared and prayed
for the church in all its fullness.
May God bless them, and also be
with those who have remained
outside of the present union. We
in Australia owe them a debt in­
deed. Many have risked all for the
sake of themselves and the
church of today.

— Bruce Bum
(Morwell, Vic.)

THOSE CRAZY ANNUAL
APPEALS

To the Editor,
Back in the 194O's there may

have been good reasons for re­
stricting appeals by our Brother­
hood agencies to our churches to
a particular month each year.

It was based on a bit of bad
theology that God's resources
through his people are limited.

We are now in the crazy situ­
ation where non-Churches of
Christ Christian agencies may
have unlimited opportunity to
appeal to our churches for finan­
cial and prayer support while our
own organisations are limited to
“their month".

Recently at one of our Federal
Agencies the Chairman indicated
that as a representative of an
outside agency he has year round
opportunity to approach our
churches, and does so with a
handsome response; but in his
capacity as a representative of a
Churches of Christ agency he
may only appeal on “the month
set" with a much more meagrely
response.

It says to me that we do not
believe in our own work!

Let me assure you that I do!,
and I think that you do too!

I want this crazy bureaucratic
restriction removed. Will you help
me to do it?

— Dr Donald E. Stewart (Old.)

PUNISHMENT OF
ABORIGINES?

To the Editor,
Further to R. D. Clark's letter

('A.C.' Feb. 6) I have to respond.
That God told Captain Cook to

discover Australia with a view to
disenfranchising a people from
their heritage and culture might be
a novel and innovative view of this
gentleman’s role in history were it
not so serious or so sad. It could
follow that a further punitive action
on God's part would be the simul­
taneous visitation on Aboriginals
of alcohol, tobacco, diphtheria,
influenza, refined sugar, material­
ism and eventually junk food. A
modern day seven plagues with
Cook replacing Moses.

The population hypothesis is
exasperating. One would have
thought that conserving a popula­
tion to a comfortably sustainable
level would be the means by
which we avoid throwing children
to crocodiles. There is, of course,
one positive and logical twist to
this theory, i.e. Having well estab­
lished our security in materialism
over the subject 200 years, we
could now lower our standard of
living and allow a much greater
intakeofrefugeesandimmigrants
to share the abundance of our
development.

Finally, that we have “provided
the same opportunity for them to 

live as we do" is a responsibility of
which I am in trepidation.

— Lynn Dugay,
(Doncaster, Vic.)

PUNISHMENT OF
ABORIGINES?

To the Editor,
I refer to R.D. Clark’s letter

(“A.C." Feb.6) I would like to take
issue with him on several points.

Firstly, it is a strange assump­
tion to believe that we are demor­
alizing the Aboriginal peoples by
acknowledging their prior tenancy
of the land. Surely the very least
we can do is acknowledge the
truth.

Secondly, to claim that God
took the land from them "in line
with the parable of the talents"
assumes our culture to be supe­
rior to theirs. Much of this particu­

lar argument comes close to as­
suming white Europeans to be the
'master race’, not just one of the
many God has ordained to inhabit
this earth. Mr Clark also seeks to
make the Aboriginal peoples re­
sponsible for the earth’s ills and
therefore subject to God's judge­
ment for this (a strange argu­
ment). The aboriginal culture
could teach us a lot about moral
values such as respect for the
environment, and respect for
spiritual and communal values.

Captain Cook's voyage was
probably not motivated by God
but by greed and a materialistic
desire for expansion as were the
founding of most of the colonies.

Lastly, I would say that the
Aboriginal peoples will never be
the same as they were 200 years

raw
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HeSirs off ffhe Father.
To the Editor,
I'm not so shook on some of the choruses they sing

these days. But one has impressed me. It goes, “We
are heirs of the Father, We are joint heirs with the Son.”
The words make me feel good; that is until I discovered
that they come from Romans 8:17.

You see there’s a bit in the Romans verse that they
didn’t put in the chorus. It says, “We are heirs of the
Father and joint heirs with the Son, provided we suffer
with him.” The last bit makes quite a difference.

I’m not too sure what the words mean though. I’ve
heard of saints contemplating the sufferings of Christ
so much that the stigmata of the nails have formed on
their hands and feet. But most of us aren't in that
league. And I don’t think that was what Paul meant by
‘sharing his sufferings.”

Then I remembered something our Minister said in a
sermon. He said that there was nothing unique in the
physical suffering of Christ on the cross. Thousands of
Jews were killed on crosses. He said that the unique­
ness of Jesus on the cross was that he was suffering
all of the hurts and pains and griefs and sins of every
one who had ever lived and who would ever live.

So sharing his sufferings must mean sharing the
pains and hurts and broken hearts of people. That
seems to make a great deal of sense of the verse. But
I wonder why they left that bit out of the chorus.

Maybe we’d sooner remember the heirs bit than the
suffering bit. Come to think of it, most choruses are
more into comfort than they are into the cost.

TERTIUS
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ago. Much of their culture and
many of their peoples are lost
forever. I feel that it is important in
1988 that we set history straight
and acknowledge the truth of the
desecration of the aboriginal
peoples by the European invasion
and the continuing hardships the
Aboriginals face as a people.
They do not have the same oppor­
tunities as we do and never will
whilst prejudices are upheld by
arguments such as those of R. D.
Clark. As Christian I believe we
should be supporting the Aborigi­
nal people in their struggle to
regain their identity and dignity.

- Gordon Bannon.
(Richmond, Vic.)

PUNISHMENT OF
ABORIGINALS?

To the Editor,
You've shaken me out of my

torpor again! Congratulations! I
don't think I'm angry;l I prefer to
call it righteous ind^nation. I refer
to the letter (“A.G.‘ Feb. 6) by
R.D.CIark of Chinchilla, Queens­
land, which suggests - no, which
uses holy scripture to declare (!)
that God deliberately used the
European settlement of Australia
to punish and destroy the Aborigi­
nal race.

Which God? The God of love
and peace and brotherhood? The
God of Jesus Christ? My God? I
think not!

My God would not send men
from Sunday worship to shoot
Aborigines for “sport" on Sunday
afternoons. My God would not
permit the lacing of food and wa­
terholes with terrible poisons to
cause agonising death. My God
would not advocate the rape of
little girls or other men's wives,
and the spreading of sexually
transmitted diseases in the proc­
ess. My God would not manipu­
late people, enslave people, dis­
criminate against people.

Apparently R.D.CIark's God
would! Why, then, is he writing
about it in a Christian magazine?
These things are the work of Sa­
tan!

My God is also a forgiving God.
In this Bicentennial year, may he

I. - .....zzzz
1988
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All of our Colleges are currently gearing up for the new year. I note from the report from

the New South Wales Theological College that they are facing record numbers this year.
At the recent College of the Bible Garden Party it was reported that they also will have a
record number of students this year.

I am also aware that the Federal Conference Executive, following a motion passed at the
last Federal Conference, is setting up a Theological Education Task Force. This Task
Force will be looking at the current situation, possible future needs and making recommen­
dations about our development of theological education in the future.

As a Movement we have always had an emphasis on the Priesthood of all believers. Our
primary biblical reference for this view is 1 Peter 2:9 (“But you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light”). Because of this conviction
we have never given a special distinction to those among us who are ministers by having
them use special titles or special clothing.

In the pages of “The Australian Christian" last year we had a debate over various styles
of church management. Much of the debate really related to the role that the various sides
saw the minister playing within the congregation.

In many of our churches today there seems to be an unspoken attitude that it is the
minister that controls what is to happen. As the leading light in the church it is true that a
church will develop its ministry to the community in those areas where the minister has gifts
and strengths. There is nothing wrong in that. In churches where there is no minister they
develop their ministry style generally patterned on the strengths of the leading lay people.

Two weeks ago in Melbourne Alf White spoke to a group of ministers about his ministry
over the years and the things that influenced him to be involved in ministry. He made the
point that all Christians are called to minister. He was making a stress on the fact that we
are all sent to a task rather than being called. He saw areas where ministry today is much
more diff icu It than when he first went into ministry (such as the lack of young people in many
churches) as well as some areas where ministers today are better off than when he
commenced in ministry (some conditions of employment).

Another factorthat needs to be thought through is the large number of trained Churches
of Christ people who are involved in various chaplaincy ministries. We seem to have a
much greater proportion of people involved in chaplaincy than our numbers would indicate.
Why are these people ministering in this area and not as full-time workers in a local
congregation?

Do the normal members of congregations in our churches have a particular view of the
minister that people just are not able to live up to? Have we too many expectations of
ministers? Do we expect gifts in all our ministers that they may not necessarily possess?

Hopefully the Theological Education Task Force will be able to look at all the various
expectations and hopes from all in our churches in relation to ministry. They will need to
talkto all the various opinions and take these views into consideration when coming up with
recommendations.

One point I was interested in at the recent C.O.B. Garden Party was the number of
students who were entering College at a later stage of life and who were intending to hone
skills to assist them in lay ministry. Is this an increasing trend? How much do we expect
from the ordinary member sitting in the pew? What role should they be playing in ministry?

If we are to be a force in Australia then Churches of Christ need to examine now our
expectation of ministers and lay people. We then need to develop the training techniques
and facilities that will enable us to be true to what we see as the biblical model of ministry.
This may mean making some very hard decisions but if we do not start to look at the issues
then we will loose any relevance that we have.

look on us with forgiveness for our
terrible treatment of our Aborigi­
nal brothers and sisters. May he
forgive those who misquote or
distort scripture for their own
ends. And may he forgive me!
Because I’ve changed my mind -

I'm angry!
- David Allen

(Boronia, Vic.)

KEEP IN MIND
ABORIGINES MISSIONS

MARCH 20

8 countries, Including
Australia, were repre­
sented In an African
Enterprise team which
saw 4,000, including SO
Muslims, profess faith In
Christ during a 2 week
mission In Lilongwe, the
capital of Malawi.
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WELL INTENTIONED DRAGONS

by Marshall Shelley (Word Books) $21.00.
Marshall Shelley takes up an important theme for the church in looking

at those well intentioned people who can be devastating for the ministry
of the church. Many ministers will find comfort in identifying some of their
personal "dragons’ and some suggested ways in which these dragons
may be dealt with. Those who are not in ministry will gain some insight into
one of the areas of dilemma that ministers really can not talk about to
people in their congregations.

There are the Virginia’s who keep handing out assignments to the
minister and then turning up his guilt if he has not carried out the
assignment or if it has not been achieved to Virginia's satisfaction.

Shelley provides us with some dragon identifications. There are the
"Bird dogs’, ’Wet Blankets’, ’Captain Blusters", ’Fickle Financiers", "the
Sniper”, the "Legalist", etc. He warns that dragons often work overhard
initially at befriending the new minister, that dragons are sometimes bred
in counselling.

Shelley goes beyond identifying the problem to some positive sugges­
tions about what can be done about these dragons. The best defence is
a strategy of prevention, and he provides some good strategies. He also
provides some second-best defences and goes on to remind us that
sometimes the dragon may be right

He concludes with some useful advice about the use of confrontation
and the problem when there is no resolution.

I consider this a very useful book on conflict in the church, dealing with
what can be a vexing issue for many pastors. It will not be difficult for
ministers to identify with the issues and find some assistance from the
suggested solutions. Board members should also read this book to
enhance their own ministry to their pastor.

—Don.E.Stewart
HOW CAN IT BE ALL RIGHT WHEN EVERYTHING IS
ALL WRONG?

by Lewis Smedes (Lion Paperback) $4.95.
This is one of the best paperbacks I have read for a long time. The style

is racy. It is down to earth where most of us have to live our lives. In spite
of some people's misconceptions, Christians are not exempt from
troubles and pain and questionings and doubts and feelings of forsaken­
ness and insecurity. This book is about God and these things. Most of us
wonder where God is when we feel forlorn or bewildered. We ask our
questions about what is God doing when our friends are having it rough.
Smedes, ateacherat Fuller, gives no slick answers to our questions, but
helps us to discover more of the meaning of God's gift of grace to enable
us to handle life and its questions. His chapter headings are compelling,
such as "You Don't Have to Live in the Doghouse', ’You are Only an
Earthen Vessel but God has a Market for Cracked Pots’ and "If You Fall

as I approached ordination were not at all those of a truly dedicated
ordinand"; ‘I spent several years disbelieving in any kind of God at all’.
He writes of "the daily grind of parish work’, of his indebtedness to his wife
Vera, C.S. Lewis and others, of broadcasting, lecturing, television and
travelling, of his movement from a "cover-to-cover-dictated-by-God" view
of the Bible to confidence that no one could damage a faith which had
endured his own fiercely critical attacks. He states the principles by which
he worked in translating the Scriptures. There is acknowledgement of
applause and criticism and the dangers of success, we learn of his pain
and suffering and note his significant quotation of the words of a friend:
’The people who are most used of God frequently pay a very high price
for it in personal suffering."

- F.B.A.
THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

by Jeremy Maas (Wildwood House) $8.95.
There were three versions of ’The Light of the World" painted by

Holman Hunt The original version was painted in 1851 -53 and is now in
Keble College, Oxford.

A smaller version, now in the Manchester City Art Gallery, was painted
by Holman Hunt with a “great deal of help by his friend". Holman Hunt's
eyesight was rapidly deteriorating and he needed assistance.

The last picture was a life size version, best known, but considered the
least satisfactory artistically by some, and was painted in 1900-01. After
an extended tour of the British Empire where it was viewed by 7 million,
it was hung in a strategic position in St. Pauls Cathedral, where it is to this
day.

In some countries it was viewed with some indifference, in others the
crowds were very large, but it was in Australia that it received the largest
crowds and the most enthusiastic reception.

Holman Hunt was deeply religious but did not attend church. Looking
for a theme for his picture he came across Revelation 3:20. This was to
be the symbolism in his painting of ’The Light of the World’. He
deliberated considerably before putting brush to canvas and thoroughly
worked out every detail in advance.

Because Holman Hunt was a follower of the Pre-Raphaelite school of
painting his work suffered a great deal of criticism, some unfair. However
the inspiration and message got through to many people, and has done
so through the ages. People young and old have been strengthened in
their faith by the Christ who will not intrude himself into our lives but waits
to receive the invitation.

— L.W.S.
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U/BRD bookstore

into Hell You May land into the Hands of God’. The book has lots of
sermon starters for preachers. Good reading for everybody. If you want
to give it as a present Beacon Hill Books have it at 8 —12 Station St.,
Mitcham 3132.

Dear God, please make Grandma well so she can
send me some more presents.

____________________ —Roma Mudford (Gllgandra, N.S.W.)
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THE PRICE OF SUCCESS
by J.B. Phillips (Hodder & Stoughton)

Through this autobiography the many who have read, enjoyed and
used his translational and other works come to appreciate J.B. Phillip's
work even more. The book is an undisguised self-portrait: "My emotions

Books * Bibles•Records • Cassettes • Music • Gifts
Discount Prices, Mall & Phone orders welcome, Credit cards accepted.

Christian Video Library
Movies for Youth, Children, General audiences. Studies by top speakers.

18-26 Canterbury Rd. Heathmont Vic. 729 Jin
200 Huntlngdale Road. Eart Oaklelgh, Vic. 544 5844

65 Grenfell Street Adelaide. SJL 223 4249
2422 Logaa Rd. Eight Mlle Plalm. Old. 341 8500

- G.R.S.
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Bought and Paid For
— Graeme Bailey

In past years tribal fighting was
rife in Papua New Guinea. Even
hostilities between clans in the
same village was a common oc­
currence so the matter of marriage
arrangements became a delicate
affair. The problem was solved by
the introduction of the bride­
price, the means whereby the
woman’s family was to be com­
pensated for letting the woman
transfer to the man’s family.

Sometimes the bride-price was
met by a sister of the man being
willing to marry a brother of the
woman as an exchange deal. Fre­
quently though the pride-price
was satisfied with money, pigs,
cows, gifts of food - whatever. In
reality the transaction meant that
the two parties were both giving
and receiving something, thus
goodwill was engendered be­
tween two potential enemies.

A short time ago here at Sam-
ban we witnessed Boron buy his
wife Mendin. It was not as though
they were newlyweds, far from it!
Boron and Mendin have been
married for over 20 years and
have nine children, three of whom
have since died.

Now however, with the sale of
a cow, and a little assistance from
his male relatives, Boron was able
to give about $249 to his wife’s
elder brother. This money was
then later divided amongst the
bride’s brothers and sisters to the
exclusion of the parents. They had
received their payments when

(Samban, Papua New Guinea)
their sisters were of marriageable
age.

The occasion was also marked
by the two families sitting sepa­
rately and exchanging gifts of
food in festivity. Boron was obvi­
ously delighted as now Mendin is
truly his. Until the bride-price was
paid the wife technically still be­
longed to her family and her
brothers could legitimately inter­
fere in the marriage. The six sur­
viving children would have been
regarded as belonging to the wife
in the event of a marriage break­
down. Now Boron can claim his
wife and children completely.
After more than two decades of
taking Mendin to be his wife
Boron had paid his debt and his
marriage could now be consid­
ered secure!

We may smile a little at this
story but it contains a good teach­
ing point for Papua New Guinean
Christians. That is that the church
is betrothed to Christ and the
bride-price has already been
completely satisfied. Christ has
not bought us with the means that
PapuaNew Guineans use but with
his precious blood (1 Peter 5:19)
and we can res t secure in our rela­
tionship with him.

PLEASE ADVISE
CHANGES OF AD­

DRESS. WE DO NOT
WISH TO LOSE YOU!

PEDIGREE MOTORS
GUARANTEED

USED CARS
658 CANTERBURY RD., SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to ‘TRADE
IN" let TED GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you
the benefit of long experience in the trade.

ADVICE FREELY GIVEN
Phone (03) 898.9391 or A.H. 878.4807
Great Range of Cars — medium priced range

PHONE NOW
“TELL YOUR FRIENDS” u».c.t.4378

Diamond Jubilee
— Bhimrao Thavare(Secretary Conference of Churches of

Recently the Conference of
Churches of Christ In Western
India celebrated its Diamond
Jubilee (November 14-18) at
Daund in the State of Maharash­
tra, India.

The Conference has a long heri­
tage of dedicated missionaries in­
volved with the Overseas Mis­
sion Board who have worked in
this part of India for the last 82
years. Many faithful missionaries
have come and gone but still Miss
Edna Vawser, Miss Hazel
Skuce and Miss Dorothy Geyer
are serving the Lord and encour­
aging his people.

Rev. Francis Sunderaraj,
General Secretary of the Evan­
gelical Fellowship of India, and
Dr Brian Wintie, Principal of
Union Biblical Seminary, Pune,
were the main speakers for the
Jubilee celebrations. All
churches, fellowship groups and
past Conference workers and
leaders attended. The main theme
of Conference was “Church, the
Body of Christ".

Many of the past students and
orphans from our schools and
hospitals have told about the de­
velopment of their lives and how
Conference has helped them
physically, mentally and spiritu­
ally.

On November 14 there was a
special thanksgiving meeting for

Bhimrao Thavare

Christ in Western India)

the 60 years of service of the
Ashwood Memorial Hospital,
Daund. The following day was
mainly set apart for the thanksgiv­
ing service for the total work of
Conference. It was followed by an
exhibition of Conference work.

The following days, until No­
vember 18, were taken up with the
annual meeting of Conference.

Thank God for Mis-
sionaries
— Julie and Doug Walladge

Missionaries minister to mis­
sionaries as well as the national
church.

On a recent visit to Banmat­
mat, Peter and Kerry Schulz
provided us with much needed
Christian fellowship in our native
tongue. Kerry helped with cook­
ing andcleaning. Peter built a new
window in a dark room of our
house. Kerry gave us all hair cuts.
Peter and Kerry encouraged Luke
and Kristina with their water
confidence and learning to swim.

So along with the national
Christians we would join in say­
ing: ‘Thank God for missionar­
ies.”

FRANKSTON CHURCH
OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE
330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD, 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Hostel Suites
PHONE: 786.8679

Waiting List Now Open
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Bible translation and pre­
paratory linguistics stud­
ies are currently in prog­
ress in over 1,100 lan­
guages worldwide. There
are 5,665 known lan­
guages. Of these, up to
two thirds may still require
a translation, or major revi­
sion, of the scriptures.

The Christian ship "Lo­
gos" ran aground on
January 4 In the Beagle
Channel at the southern
tip of South America. All
141 crew members were
saved. The “Logos",
which operated a litera­
ture based evangelism
program In 107 coun­
tries over 17 years for
Operation Mobilisation,
has been declared "be­
yond commercial sal­
vage”.

The rise of the Hispanic
population in the US by
30% since 1980 is already
impacting the church and
its programs according to
a Christian Church (Dis­
ciples of Christ) executive.
Luis E. Ferner said he had
had an increase in re­
quests from regional min­
isters for programs and
resources for Hispanics.

The government of Is­
rael has conferred Its
prestigious title "Right­
eous Among Nations”
on Erik Mygren, a Swed­
ish pastor who helped
save the lives of Jews in
Berlin during World War
II.

Richard McKnight, who is
married and the father of 2
children, is the first former
Anglican priest to be or­
dained to the Roman
Catholic priesthood in
Canada. Since bishops in
the US have changed
guidelines about 40 Angli­
cans, most of them mar­
ried, have become Roman
Catholic priests. During
the same period about 200
Roman Catholic priests
have become Anglican
priests.

Roman Catholic bish­
ops of the US have ap­
proved a 5,000 word
statement describing
US aid to the antl-gov-
ernment forces in Nica­

ragua as “morally
flawed”.

In India an investigative
report recently in a local
daily newspaper accused
some Christian missionar­
ies of being part of a series
of land grabs in the Dumka
region of Bihar and con­
spiring with local politicans
to acquire property.

Pastor Nlcanor Tamang,
the Nepali church leader
detained for organising
an international meet­
ing, has been released
on the condition that he
leave Nepal within 7
days of his release in
late January. He hopes
to continue to focus his
ministry-in-exiie on the
needs of Nepal, he and
his family will move just
over the border Into In­
dia.

The Pope has called for
closer co-operation be­
tween the Bible Societies
and the Roman Catholic
church for the advance­
ment of Bible distribution.

Saudi Arabia has
launched a program to
intensify distribution of
the Koran ail over the
world. It hopes that
Islam's holy book will
soon be available in
every language. The ini­
tial plan is to distribute 9
million copies per year.
There are also plans to
standardise transla­
tions of the Koran and
replace translations
which are the work of
non-Muslims.

In the UK membership of
the Church of England is
expected to drop by 8.6%
from the 1985 total to 1.81
million in 1990.

About 80% of Madag­
ascar’s estimated 10
million people face star­
vation unless rain falls
on this Indian Ocean is­
land according to an
authoritative church
source.

“Eternity" has an annual
Book of the Year poll. The
1987 winner was "The
Closing of the American
Mind" by Allan Bloom

(Simon & Schuster) with
137 votes. Second was
"The Cross of Christ" by
John Stott (InterVarsity
Press) with 83 votes. Pub­
lisher of the Year was
Zondervan Publishing
House with 5 books in the
top 25.

The Australian Associa­
tion for Urban Mission’s
third national Congress
is being held at the Salis­
bury Uniting Church,
S.A., June 10 to 13. This
year’s title is ‘Telling
God’s Story In Urban
Australia — You have
told your story before —

what next?'. The two
keynote speakers will be
Sister Veronica Brady
and Ross Langmead.
Information on the con­
gress from Peter Whit­
tington on (08) 258.2675
or write to the AAUM
Congress, P.O. Box 490,
Plympton 5038.

The number of practicing
Muslims in West Germany
has increased substan­
tially since 1985. Accord­
ing to the Central Islamic
Institute their number is
now 1.9 million and there
are 894 mosques or
places of prayer. 70% feel
■committed to their relig­
ion" compared to 58% in
1985. The largest ethnic
group is the Turkish (1.4
million), followed by the
Arabs (130,000) and then
Yugoslavs (100,000).
There are about 50,000
Muslims of German na­
tionality.

Women now have the
right to inherit property
under African custom­
ary law according to a
landmark case In Zim­
babwe.

Recent reports from Nor­
way point to increasing
interest in religion among
young people. In one sur­
vey 60% of 18 year olds
saw themselves as Chris­
tians. In another survey
most young parents
wanted kindergartens to
teach their children relig­
ious traditions and values.

New restrictions have
been placed on open-air
preaching In Jlnja,

Uganda's second larg­
est city, and the Impres­
sion Is that they are
likely to spread. A direc­
tive from Godfrey
Mamukuma, civil intelli­
gence officer for Jinja,
states that "ail public
preaching and all other
forms of worship In fu­
ture be conducted in
recognised places of
worship.” The directive
further Indicates that no
permission will be
granted for religious
gatherings in private
houses, schools, hotels,
parks or stadiums.

In a recent speech in
America Ted Koppel, host
of the American Broad­
casting Corporation’s
“Nightline" commented
that the guidelines God set
out should not be lost in a
mass media haze. “They
are not the Ten Sugges­
tions, they are the Ten
Commandments — and
it's are, not were. They are
the standards of moral
human behaviour, not just
forthen, but for all time.

According to informa­
tion just reaching the
West, 5 pastors and 3 lay
members of the Evan­
gelical Church of Viet­
nam have been released
from imprisonment. 3 of
the released pastors are
former military chap­
lains of the pre-1975
Army of South Vietnam
who have all been de­
tained since 1975. They
were released In Nov.
1987, apparently with a
larger number of Catho­
lic and Buddhist chap­
lains. Their release
leaves 14 pastors of the
church known to be still
In detention.

A letter in a magazine: "We
noticed the following signs
on Caves Road between
Busselton and Dunsbor-
ough, W.A. They were:
Uniting Church Family
Camp, Inter-school Chris­
tian Fellowship, Assem­
blies of God State Camp,
Busselton Assembly
Youth Camp, Catholic
Youth Camp, Churches of
Christ Camp Site, Four
Square Youth and Family
Camp site, Baptist Youth

Camp, Anglican Camp
Site, Apostolic Church
Camp Site and Adventist
Camp. Our comment: 'In
my father’s house there
are many mansions ... and
apparently many camp
sites!'"

Only 9% of the world's
population speaks Eng­
lish, but 94% of all
preachers minister to
them, according to
World Outreach Interna­
tional.

The US dairy industry is
planning to market fizzy
flavoured milk to woo non­
milk drinkers.

According to their statis­
tics there are 748 Baptist
churches In Australia
with an additional 68 fel­
lowships. Total mem­
bership as at December
1987 was 60,024, how­
ever the last Census fig­
ures indicate that
196,782 Australians
consider themselves
Baptist.

Creationist speaker and
author Dr Duane Gish,
Vice President of the Insti­
tute for Creation Research
in America, is visiting Aus­
tralia for a ministry and
lecture tour during March.
Information and dates are
available from the Crea­
tion Science Foundation,
P.O. Box 302, Sunnybank
4109. Phone (07)
345.8122.________

During the 1988 Winter
Olympics In Calgary,
Canada, Luis Palau's
evangelistic booklet
"What Is a Real Chris­
tian?” will be distributed
by more than 500 volun­
teers from Youth With A
Mission, three Christian
colleges and several
Canadian and US de­
nominations. 15,000
copies will be distrib­
uted to spectators, jour­
nalists and athletes who
express interest In
knowing more about the
Christian faith.

Become Involved
Aborigines Offer­

ing
March 20
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Elva Hall, assisted by Dorothy Pearson, presents a

Drive Way Church
During January the Cowan- !

dilla, S.A., church held Sunday M
evening services in the drive way i
which leads from the street into
the church property. The gather- |
ings were called the Drive Way j
Church and provided the opportu- |
nity for anyone passing by or in
the park opposite the church to I
hear the gospel. There was also |
the invitation for passersby to stay
and share in the service. Visitors
were present on every occasion
and two of these have commenced
attending other church services.

Through the singing of well
known hymns, a Bible story using
Flannel board, presented by Elva
Hall, and a brief gospel message
preached by Ron McLean, the
good news of the Kingdom of God

was proclaimed.
Enthusiasm for the Drive Way

Church has resulted in services
being continued into February, or
longer, weather and other circum­
stances permitting.

CWCI International
speaker for 1988 Is He­
len Cooke from England.
Helen will be visiting
NSW, Vic., SA and WA.
The first convention she
will speak at will be held
at Stanwell Tops Confer­
ence Centre March 11 -
13 and she will conclude
her Itinerary at the Or­
ange Grove Convention
(near Perth) April 15-16.

Christian fellowship tour
APRIL 1988

Be a part of Israel's 40th Birthday
Limited space is still available on two unique

group tours due to depart Melbourne early April.
Tour 1 — 31 days — Now departs

Thursday April 7
Includes 14 days Israel, 6 days

Turkey, 5 days Greece and 3 days Jordon.
Tour 2 — 29 days — Departs

Wednesday April 6
Includes 14 days Israel, 9 days Greece and

3 days Jordon.
Tour leaders: Dr Cliff Wilson and Pastor

Hary Brice
For further information contact:

Dani Katz
Jestset Travel
584 St. Kilda Road,
Melbourne 3004

Telephone (03) 606.0395
(03) 606.0131

Bible story.

The Pine Rivers, Qld., church was transformed on
December 6 into a market of the time of Jesus’ birth.
Sonya and Robert Flood are pictured arriving at the
church for the market.

Tha National gathering is a
time when thousands of
Christians are expected to
converge on Canberra,
May 7 and 8 (the weekend
prior to the official opening
of Parliament House) for
celebration, reflection,

thanksgiving and prayer for
the nation. Sponsored by
many Christian organisa­
tions details can be obtained
from the National Office,
P.O. Box 61, Watson 2602.
Phone (062) 41.5500 or
41.2627.
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ABORIGINES MISSION

The Federal Aborigines Board Face Challenging Days

In are strategies to—
• establish churches
• train pastors
• develop Aboriginal responsibility and spiritual leadership.

The last 10 years of F.A.B. ministry have seen unparalleled growth in Aboriginal Churches.

Your Federal Aborigines Board Seeks
Your Full Support

• New areas and opportunities, never before presented, have opened up
• Aboriginal churches are growing
• Aboriginal leadership is developing

But At a time when we should be casting the nets our deeper, we have been forced to Rein In.

The Federal Board proceeds with a confidence that Churches of Christ in Australia will continue to
identify with their missionaries and prayerfully give the resources needed.

Further Opportunities Exist

• to immediately place 10 pastors in centres as far apart as the Kimberleys area in W.A. and
Cairns and Canberra in the Eastern States
• to become involved in a training programme that includes the planning and development of a

Bible College to—
* train pastors
* prepare future church leaders

Baptism, Normanton Old

Cheryl Garlett, Carnarvon

Staff and Board Retreat, Roelands, February 1987

In tough times we praise God that our churches are missionary-
minded people.

We currently have
50 Missionaries working in the field and many are working in
isolated areas in harsh climatic conditions. Some are denied the
benefits of a constant supply of electricity, and thus cooling and
refrigeration.

Why do they go?
Of course they go in response to the Great Commission of Jesus.
They go on your behalf. They identify in a lovely way with the
people they work amongst.

They are looking to you to work with them.

14 (42) The Australian Christian
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Geoff and Colleen Hannah, Brisbane

Lower the Net

Will You

For Net Results?

Remember
Without Casting There Is No Catching
No Equipment No Catch
With the Right Equipment A Guaranteed Catch

The F.A.B. needs your Total Support if it is to continue its vital ministry. Anything less
could mean that—
• many may never hear the Gospel- some may never have the opportunity to respond
• many could be ushered into a Christless eternity.

Missionary Work Doesn’t Come Cheap

But the Results Are Priceless

The Board has successfully reduced its dependence on bank loans. Although strict
budgetary guidelines are adhered to, and operating costs have been cut to a minimum, it
remains highly likely that some fields will close Without Your Full Support.

Keep A Missionary

Many churches and many missionaries testify to being blessed through their continuing
participation in the “KAM.” program.
K.A.M doesn't cut across the need for churches, church auxiliaries and individuals to
support the work amongst Aboriginal people through Annual Offering.

K.A.M. is an ongoing commitment towards the salary of each missionary. Currently it
costs the Federal Board approx. $350 per week to keep a missionary family on the field
(including associated living and holiday costs).

Dennis and Maureen Atkinson, Mooroopna

Support
The Aborigines Mission Offering

March 20th
Let Us Lov/er the Net Together
Net Results Are Guaranteed

KAM Allows
• a personal contact with missionaries
• you to stand with them
• for greater involvement with a particular field

• for your specific prayer

Churches, Auxiliaries, Individuals

Are you willing to support a missionary tor-
one day a year? $50
two days a year? $100

days a year? $

Contact the K.A.M. Co-ordinator,
Mrs D. Moyle,
P.O.Box 267
Mount Lawley, W.A. 6050

1988

Donations to the Aborigines Offering are tax
deductible.

Please accept my offering and my prayer
support.

Muriel Holt, Carnarvon

Name
Address
State Postcode

$5 $10 $20 $50 $100 ?

Forwarding Address:

Churches of Christ Federal Aborigines Board,
P.O. Box 267,
Mount Lawley, WA 6050
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__________ BIRTHS
RATTEN (BAILEY). David and
Julie welcome with love Andrew
Peter, bom 7th January at Mildura,
Victoria. Caitlin, Glen and Bethany
also delighted with their new
brother.

GAIRNS Alan James, passed
away Jan. 31. Dearly loved father
of Berenice, loved father-in-law of
Richard. Loving Papa of Mark and
Ashley Watson, Canberra. A
beautiful man — one of God's
best, and a wonderful father. May
the angels take you to Paradise 

_________ BUILDERS_________

IAN & LA. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations -
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557.1257. 41
Somers St., Bentleigh.

Scripture Union in NSW
held a'Cricketers Camp’ in
January for 18 primary
school boys. One person
involved in teaching
cricket skills was former
Australian Test batsman
Brian Booth.

WILTON (EDMONDS). Malcolm
and Anita announce the birth of
their daughter Susan Elizabeth.
We thank God for her safe arrival
at Frances Perry House on Febru­
ary 2nd.

ENGAGEMENTS
SANDY — MARCHANT Both
families have great pleasure in
announcing the engagement of
Christine (Tina), daughter of Don
and Helen Sandy, to Daryl, son of
Brian and Merle Marchant May
God bless them in their future lives
together.
APPROACHING MARRIA~GES°

MOORHOUSE — H1CKEN. Keith
and Beverley are happy to an­
nounce the approaching marriage
of Rhonda Joy to Danny Moor­
house at Croydon, Vic., Church of
Christ on Saturday March 12th at
2.30 p.m.

SILVER WEDDINGS
HICKIN (THOMAS). Keith and
Beverley celebrate their 25th
Wedding Anniversary on March
9th. Mamed in 1963 at Mitcham
Church of Christ by Ted Heard.

DEATHS
GAIRNS Alan James. Passed
away Sunday January 31, 1988.
Loving and loved husband of Phyl
and dear father of Marilyn, Beren­
ice and David. Loved father-in-law
of Richard and Roslyn. Beloved
brother of Len and Joy. Loving
grandfather of Mark and Ashley. In
God's loving care.

Church of Christ
db BORONIA
W 67th.,
j \ Anniversary

J MARCH 6TH,

1988
SPEAKER:

PHYL DAVIS
“Reach Out, Now!”

Everyone Welcome
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dearest Dad.
VAN DESSEL (THOMAS). Beryl.
On February 2nd. Loved daughter
of Charles and Alma. Sister of Bill.

WANTED
PIANO NEEDED URGENTLY for

_________ HOUDAYS_________

HOLIDAY HOME available beau­
tiful Halls Gap. accomodates 6.
Phone (055) 62.4869.
ENJOY EXPO AND /OR GOLD
COAST. Absolute waterfront unit

The Queensland Divi­
sion of Men’s Work are
holding a musical con­
cert for the whole family
at the Annerley church
on March 26.

TQTET

A Hungarian psychologist
has called for attention to a
new movement among
young people in the coun­
try who worship Satan.
They refuse any positive
values which society can
provide them and totally
oppose everything. They
beiieve Satan is the only
one who can help them.

Organise a FUND RAISING
TASTING to try Grape Juices,
Wines, Cocktails and Communion
Wine. Home services available.
catalogue from Jeff Loy, Non-AI
Cellars (03) 878.8105.

the Warragul Church of Christ
Sunday School. If you have a
piano in reasonable condition and
can help us please ring Sue
Brooker on (056) 23.6131.
PIANO by Happy Valley, S.A.,
Church of Christ for use in our
new Church Building. If you can
help our growing church please
contact Russell Allison, minister,
on (08) 381.7907.

ACCOMMODATION
available for pensioner
Berwick area in inde­
pendent living units.

Enquiries contact:
Executive Director,
Dept, of Community
Care
52 LaTrobe St.,
Melbourne 3000.

NON-ALCOHOLIC BEVER­
AGES

JOIN THE NETWORK
ABORIGINES MISSJQN

OFFERING

adjacent Bay view Harbour. Avail­
able privately. Only 40 minutes to
Expo. Very reasonable rates.
Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgarning Street, Stafford
heights 4053. Phone (07)
359.7227.

BELGRAVE HEIGHTS House
available for God's purpose (e.g.
small house parties, conferences,
missionaries on furlough, quiet
holidays, etc.). Enquiries (03)
470.2420.
CALOUNDRA — SUNSHINE
COAST Queensland. 2 BR units,
3 minutes walk from Kings Beach.
Rates from $130 per week Off
Season, $390 per week Holiday
Season. Phone (03) 707.1675 or
(071) 91.7454.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 10
berth. Moored at Blanchetown,
S.A. Phone (08) 380.5009 or (085)
40.5100 or write P.O. Box 65, St
Agnes 5097.

Chaplain Ron and Joy Sansome
An all inclusive tour to Israel.

* Includes Athens and Greek Islands
Tour

May 18th — June 1st, 1988
Full colour brochure available by telephoning
Toll Free (008) 07.4426.
Register NOW - Full Payment by April 15th
Total price $3,785 (includes airfare Olympic
Airways; all meals; accomodation; all entrance
fees; boat ride on Sea of Galilee; tour of Athens
and Greek Islands; Australian Airport Depar-
ture Tax; new airconditioned coaches).

Churches of Christ Lour to the
tJCoty Land with
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Sports Banquet
Margaret Court, Christian

and Australian woman Grand
Slam tennis champion, is guest
speaker at the Sports & Leisure
Ministry’s banquet on March 15
in Sydney. Attendance is open to
anyone interested in sports and
sports ministry (see advert this
page).

The banquet is the first evening
session of the inaugural National
Conference of Australian
Sports Ministry, an organisation
which has been operating for five
years. Sports & Leisure Ministry
is a part of the Specialised Life-
Oriented Ministries (SLM).

Sports chaplains now serve 44
professional sports in Australia in
addition to an encouragement/
discipleship ministry to elite
sports men and women who are
active Christians.

The Conference is being run in
Penrith, N.S.W. and commences
at 2 p.m. March 15, concluding
with a final evening rally on
March 17.

The opening session includes
Rev. Ross Clifford who will
speak on the sociological and

philosophical aspects of sports
ministry while Rev Ken
McDowell will speak on the bib­
lical and theological spheres.

The banquet includes a number
of Australia’s leading athletes
who are Christians giving their
testimonies. Margaret Court will
be speaking on ministry to top
sport in Australia and as a Chris­
tian how God has led her person­
ally over many years.

The Wednesday and Thursday
mornings will be devoted to
workshops and seminars onsports
ministry with contributions from
various chaplains and sports min­
istries.

SLM includes tourism and
executive ministries and these
will be included in Thursday's
program. Also on that day Dr
Gordon Moyes will be speaking
on his ministry at the Calgary
Winter Olympics.

The cost of Conference is
$130 and contact needs to be
made by March 7 to SLM, “The
Study”, 3 Shelley Rd., Wallacia
2750 or by phoning (047)
73.8594.

The Zambian govern­
ment has expressed
deep concern about the
mushrooming of splin­
ter churches In the coun­
try, some of which are
operating illegally. It is
feared the proliferation
of such churches, If left
unchecked, might result
In confusion that could
easily disrupt the
country's unity.

Christian Women Com­
municating International
(CWCI) is operating at
least 2,300 Know Your
Bible classes around Aus-

The combined national
Conference of the Aus­
tralian Student Christian
Movement and Tertiary
Young Christian Stu­
dents, held at
Healesville, Vic., Dec. 29
- Jan. 5, stated that the
Australian Govern­
ment’s first priority this
year should be the
“proper settlement of
the claims of Aboriginal
people for full recogni­
tion and justice.”

tralia.

SPORTS MINISTRY BANQUET
Speaker: MARGARET COURT

Christian & Grand Slam Tennis Champion
Venue: Panthers Conference Centre, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith

• Tuesday 15th March — 6.30 for 7.00 p.m.
• $45 double, $30 single. RSVP 7th March (047) 73.8594.
The Banquet is part of the National Sports Ministry Conference sponsored by the
‘Sports & Leisure Ministry', from 2 p.m. on the 15th — 17th March.
The Sports & Leisure Ministry serves Australia's Pro Sports with Chaplains in

addition to a Christian ministry to elite athletes.
Any one interested in Sports & Sports Ministry is welcome to attend the full
Conference. $130 includes accommodation. Enquiries (047) 73.8594.__________

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a
1988 LC.E.M. PROGRAM

INSTITUTE FOR □
CONTINUING “

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY :
■

A co-operative program of in-service education by the □
College of the Bible, the New South Wales °
Churches of Christ Theological College and □
Kenmore Christian College. °

Financially supported by the Christian D
Projects Trust.

GRADUATE DIPLOMA □
IN MINISTRY □

Brisbane: Q
Kenmore Christian College o
27th June—1st July BS1.05 Psalms □

Lecturer — Randy Edwards L
MS 12.05 Ministers' Personal °

Growth & Skill Development n
Lecturer — Dr Cliff Powell □

Melbourne □
College of the Bible ■
27th June — 1st July BS 8.05 Matthew's Gospel — ■
Proclaiming the Message Today

Lecturer — Greg Elsdon D
MS 5.05 Pastoral Care and Pas- □

toral Intervention in Crisis n
Lecturer — Gerald Rose ■

MS 13.05 Use of Drama in Worship ’
Lecturer — Gwen Steele

Sydney D
NSW Theological College ■
4th — 8th July BS 7.05 The Charismatic Move- ■
ment & 1 Corinthians 12-14

Lecturer— Randy Edwards
MS 12.05 Ministers' Pastoral B

Growth & Skill Development n
Lecturer — Dr Cliff Powell ■

Adelaide ■
Maylands Church of Christ (
4th — 8th July BS 8.05 Matthew's Gospel — B
Proclaiming the Message Today B

Lecturer — Greg Elsdon ■
MS 5.05 Pastoral Care and Pas- ■

toral Intervention in Crisis
Lecturer — Dr Graeme Griffin B

Perth ■
Dalkeith Rd. Church of Christ ■
22nd — 26th August MS 2.05 Communicating Faith ■
Through Preaching

Lecturer — Tim Hanna n
TS 6.05 Theology of Mission ■

Lecturer — George Mathieson ■
Fees: $40 a Subject or unit whether or not taken for credit ■
towards the Graduate Diploma in Ministry. Accommodation °

and meals extra where needed. ■
Enquiries: K.J. Clinton, I.C.E.M. Director,

College of the Bible, □
7 Elm Rd., °

Glen Iris 3146. c
 □□□□■□»>nouanaononn«i«»noonniin
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Obituaries limited to 100
words
HEIDEN, Emily (Emmie) Caroline

(31.12.87). Baptised in the Maylands,
W.A., church during the Manning Mission
in 1909, Emmie built her life around her
faith in Christ. Active in many capacities,
she was a member of North Fitzroy,
Gardenvale and Bambra Rd., Caulfield
churches until her death at 88 years of
age. An encourager and loyal friend she
described herself as one destined to serve
and not marry. Emmie cared for her
mother and then her sister’s family and
took an active interest in many other
people and organisations. A reliable cor­
respondent, she wrote to missionaries,
friends and past ministers, sharing her
commitment both to her Lord and to his
church. Her funeral at Bambra Rd. was
attended by many. Oursympathy and love
go to her nephew Mervyn Trim and her
family.

— John Gilmore

MOGG, Laurence Leslie
(12.1.88). We extend to Olga and her

family, Diane, Lynette, Judy and Philip,
ourdeepestsympathy, and sharewith her
in the loss of a dear friend and leader,
Laurie. Many hundreds gathered to share
in a tribute to Laurie and were inspired by
the words of Lawrence Hose and Ian
Tippett. They spoke of his zeal for the Lord
and the excellence in which he partici­
pated in all interests. Born in Ashgrove,
Qld., Laurie was a person who enjoyed life
to the full and his involvement in a variety
of groups and organisations will be greatly
missed. He was 56 al the time of his
death.ln addition to his responsible posi­
tion as Postmaster of Warmambool,
where his fairness commended him, he
showed community concern through Ro­
tary for nearly 20 years, assisted the dis­
tribution of scripture with Gideons Interna­
tional, and exercised spiritual leadership
as an Elder. Laurie and Olga have served
the Warmambool, Vic., church with en­
ergy and enthusiasm for 17 years since
their arrival from Robinvale. Until ill health
forced retirement, Laurie served as secre-
tary/treasurer for many years. He served
diligently and demonstrated wisdom,
knowledge and graciousness.

— Lawrence Steel

nsw
CHATSWOOD (Ian Alves).
Dixon family farewclled at spe­
cial social evening after an effec­
tive & helpful two year ministry ...
Chatswood church members take
part in historic inaugural meeting
of the Chinese Evangelical Free
Church of Australia on Jan. 17 in
chapel ... Rosalie Rofe on fur­
lough, addresses church ...
Church members expectant &
excited as Ian & Jeanine Alves
commence ministry on Feb. 7
(induction service).
THORNLEIGH (F. Elliott).
Special feature of Christmas cele­
bration service at Dec. 13 am serv­
ice were items by the Choir, set­
ting aside of newly elected dea­
cons, the dedication of Kristyn
Moffat, the daughter of Bruce &
Lyn. Guest speaker was Rick
Lewis. 190 shared ... Over 200
shared in Christmas Day service
which was led by John Ellerby ...
The Christmas offering was set
aside to assist COCOA & NSW
Christian Television Association.
Offering now stands at $2,362.
ALBURY (Rod Foster). Neil &
Lyn Dickinson accepted by
Churches of Christ Theological
College at Carlingford ... Allan
Blyth endorsed as lay minister for
one year ... “Step Out in Faith”
weekend to include public rally,
Albury Civic Theatre, Feb. 6 with
guest speaker Dr Gordon Moyes
... Sunday service includes faith
offering to support missionary
work & help meet college fees of
the Dickinsons.

wa
MANDURAH (R. Ryall). Sev­
eral members manned display at
“Forum" in Christmas appeal for 

"Kgntyuel
SELECT USED CARS

49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134
Telephone: 879 4004

A.H.: 722.1780
CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING

FOR A SECONDHAND CAR

food, toys & cash for needy fami­
lies. On Jan. 10 A. Urquhart
(CWC) thanked church for excel­
lent response ... Roger & Betty
had fortnight’s holiday early Dec
... Guest speakers were K. Mor­
gan, A. Morris & K. Duffy ...
Among holiday visitors have been
three other ministers, several folk
from interstate as well as WA
people.
WEMBLEY DOWNS (J.
Somerville). Four young mem­
bers who had attended National
Youth Convention in Sydney
reported glowingly to congrega­
tion on their experiences ... Wor­
ship centering on Christians role
in bicentenary year ... Training
program for counselling for
Leighton Ford Celebration under­
taken ... Elders & board planning
retreat to be held shortly... Dot &
Allan Cant farewelled as they left
on four month trip around Austra­
lia.

VIO
NORTH BALWYN (P.B.
Burnham). Sunday evening
eight young people were baptised.
A packed church of family,
friends & members shared in this
significant event... Church Choir
has planned an extended program
for 1988 ... Andrew Barr ap­
pointed new Bible School Supt...
Max Witt has completed three
years as secretary. This follows a
previous term... Jan Geyer & John
Andrews elected as new board
members.
MONTROSE (Nell Galbraith).
120 parents, children & teachers
shared picnic tea followed by
Carol Tableau service for Church
School Christmas break-up ...
Christmas Eve family worship
entitled “Images of Christmas”
enjoyed by packed church... Neil
Galbraith leader of a Banksia
family camp ... Good number of
families attended camps during
Jan. holidays ... Large number
shared BBQ picnic afternoon &
tea followed by service of praise
at Camp Waterman, Feb. 7.
OAKLEIGH (L.S. Dewberry).
Church sympathises with Mr &
Mrs Dewberry on death of Les’
sister Mrs Dorothy Pearson... End
of year functions well attended
especially Christmas morning
service... T.V. Weir’s services as
pastoral visitor recognised fol­

lowing his resignation from that
position ... CWAF office bearers
re-elected: Cath Maydom Pres.;
Noni McLean Sec.; Linda
Gillespie Treas ... Recent speak­
ers Em Sherman & Ed Roffey.
YORK ST., BALLARAT
(Roger Risson, Robert Mason).
Catering committee raised $950
from two functions for church
building fund ... $1,500 raised at
mini fete ... Shekinah Youth
Group organised ‘Old Folks Din­
ner’ prior to Christmas ... Inbe-
tweeners held BBQ at Lake Wen-
dource for breakup ... Carols by
Candlelight well attended at Eu­
reka S tockade. Over 300 attended
... Special Sunday night offerings
raised $516 Christian Blind Mis­
sion & $288 Haggai Leadership
Institute.
CHELTENHAM (G. Rose, D.
Brooker, M. Hinton). Ordina­
tion & induction service for Mari­
lyn Hinton conducted by Ian
Allsop... Ian Webber from World
Vision led Summer Series on
Prayer during illness of Gerald
Rose ... Des & Alan Purnell
farewelled on service completion
as associate minister & assistant
treasurer ... 131st year has the
theme Christians Alive, follow­
ing thought provoking 130th
church anniversary, followed by
successful Thanksgiving Day.
EAST KEW Records are not
something we compete with in
church work but when excep­
tional faithfulness to a task comes
to our notice we believe a little
recognition would not go amiss!
Doris Elliott of the East Kew
Ladies Guild has retired from the
position of Treasurer after 45
years service.
SOUTH EASTERN SUBUR­
BAN REGION (M. Bucking­
ham, A. MacMillan). Ian & Julie
Adams & family farewelled Jan. 3
... Matj Buckingham inducted
Jan. 31. service taken by Don
Smith followed by fellowship
luncheon. Both these functions
well attended by members &
friends of the three congregations
... Caulfield saddened by the
homecall of Miss Emmie Heiden
... All auxiliaries have com­
menced for 1988.

E»Mli8EW TOE
©irasiriM
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