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GOD’S WORLD

MOT VETS BUT ST ©OULID HMBBEM2
At least 400 registrations are

needed to make Federal Con­
ference worthwhile and to
cover costs — 600 would be
even better!" Yet, five weeks
after registrations should have
closed, total registrations
stand at 223 only.

Breakdown of registrations:
Victoria 59
NSW 42
ACT 41
SA 33
Old 23
WA 16
Tasmania 5
NT 2
USA 2

On average these registra­
tions represent less than half a
person per church!

In every "Australian Chris­
tian” for several months we
have written about the exciting
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□

and varied program for Confer­
ence. Everything is at the
ready, or nearly so, including
all the best features of past
conferences. For details see
page three.

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□
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The Future of Women’s Work
Pat Kerr

Pat Kerr is the Federal President of the Australian Christian Women
ship. She emigrated from England with her husband and family in >
decision in 1968, and has since worshipped and served tn the ACT churches. She
is an elder in the Belconnen church. Her special ministry is through her poetry
which she shares with many. She is married to Ron, her greatest supporter and
encourager, and they have two married children.

It has been my privilege, whilst serving as Federal President, to travel around
Australia sharing with many women in our churches. There is something special
about belonging to God's family which has been reaffirmed in the friendship,
fellowship and spiritual blessings I have experienced.

I give thanks to God for the vision,faith and quiet strength of the women I have met.
For their commitment to CWF, their expression of God’ slove through leadership and
their dedication to community work and fundraising for the Brotherhood.

As I have shared with women on many of the aspects of women s work and sought
their views I have found that many share the same concerns and views on issues
facing women in our churches. Two of these issueswill be discussed on Women sDay
at Federal Conference.

To look positively at the whole question of CWF we have to recognise that there
are concerns and want to do something about them. Today there are alternative
groups to CWF where women can share in Christian fellowship, and alternative ways
in which women may express their spiritual gifts and leadership skills. Many women
have returned to the workforce to find personal fulfilment and achievement. Others
give priority to the career of wife and mother. Women who have retired have much
to offer to thefellowship of our churches. How can all women experience the oneness
there is in fellow ship through Jesus our Lord?

The Federal Executive of CWF will bring a Notice of Motion to Women’s
Conference that a Task Force be set up to look not just at CWF and its administration,
but at the whole of women’s fellowship ministry. We hope that through its findings
will emerge a clear direction forfuture women'sfellows hip, ministry and work in our
churches.

It would sadden me to see the work of CWF cease to exist because we are unable
to move into thefuture. I believe the creation of a ’body’, ‘committee’, ‘department’,
call it what you will, will be a positive move into thatfuture. A place where CWF can,
along with other groups, continue its vital ministry.

Let us seek to embrace any change that may come, with honesty and openness,
allowing all women of our churches to feel part of our Christian fellowship,
encouraging all of us to find fulfilment in whatever way God leads us to serve him.

The other issue to be discussed is Women in the Church. Controversialfor some—
maybe. I do not consider my self a radical person, but I do believe in equality between
men and women. Whatever our opinions, the role of women in our churches has
changed. Whilst this may present a threat to some and be unacceptable to others
nevertheless change will continue. Women are not trying to take over or to prove a
point, but in a loving, sensitive way seek to complement the men as we workanderow
together in harmony. 6

Women deserve recognition in their own right. Let us praise God that many of our
churches, recognising equality appoint both men and women to the leadership
positions according to their gifts.

Jesus Christ is alive in the hearts of both men and women. Let us encourage each
other to use our gifts and move forward in our worship, praise and thinking as we

ComftoFederalConferenceandexpressyourviewsonboththeseissues Beanart
of the future for women in Churches of Christ in Australia. lssues-Be apart
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Federal! Comferaimce Deters
Registration forms for

Federal Conference should
be available from your
Church Secretary or from
Rob Gibson, Registration
Officer, 42nd Federal Con­

ference of Churches of
Christ, GPO Box 2732,
Canberra 2601, or from the
Federal Conference Secre­
tary, C/- 52 LaTrobe St,
Melbourne 3000.

The Sunshine of
God’s Love

During a communion service Russell Clinton
used his experience as a pilot to illustrate our Chris­
tian life. He'd been flying in northern Australia and
had taken off in a blanket of cloud. There was nothing
to see but the darkened billows of cloud. Suddenly
the Cessna burst through the clouds into brilliant
sunshine.

As Christians we often experience similar days
when events in our lives cloud the sunshine of God’s
love. There is no time when God’s love isn’t there to
light our day. It is important that we allow it to reach
us. There are two ways to do so. Philippians 4:8
instructs us to “think on the things that are true,
honourable, just, pure lovely and gracious” and
“if there is any excellence, anything worthy of praise,
think on these things".

Through us putting this into practice, God's love
finds the gaps between the clouds and illuminates
our daily lives. So, by keeping our mind In tune
with God’s mind, we can enable God’s love to
reach us. This is a good guide for our everyday walk
with God.

Sometimes the clouds of life overwhelm us. No
amount of discipline penetrates the heavy blanket of
cloud. It is then that the full measure of God's love is
seen. Instead of reaching down through the cloud to
us, by the powerof the Holy Spirit, God helps us burst
through the clouds to experience the fullness of his
sunshine. He helps us to rise above the storms.
He helps us light up despite pain and despair.

The two-way miracle of the sunshine of God's love
is why he needn’t take away our problems to give us
victory over them. It is this miracle that caused Paul
to testify to God’s enabling power, in 2 Cor. 12:9 “But
he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness”’.

With this in mind we can continue our Christian
walk, mindful of God's love reaching us when life's
clouds threaten to block it, and praising him for the
special moments when he lets us soar above the
clouds for a moment of glory.

—Kaye Caporn
(Ivanhoe, Vic.)

Details of popular fea­
tures of past conferences
that will be again present at
Canberra include:

Worship
Electives
(you choose your inter­
ests)
Business sessions
(covering all Federal ac­
tivities)
Ministers’ Seminar
“The Black Stump”
(A night of inspiration
and tall stories)
Inspirational rallies
Prayer, music and
Bible study
A tours program
As well there are a num­

ber of exciting new ele­
ments.

Workshops on Drama,
Music, Movement, Banner­
making and Computers

A concurrent National
Youth Forum, as part of
Conference’s “Focus on
Youth”

A theme hymn and
‘slng-it-yourself Hallelu­
jah Chorus’

A great line-up of speak­
ers including Mai Garvin,
Bill Tabbernee, Nell
Gilmore, Ranjlnl Rebera,
Alt White, William Not­
tingham (USA) and others.

Of course there will be the
opportunity for truly great
fellowship with Christians
from all over Australia.

Don’t delay
any longer

in registering.
Conference accommo­

dation prices have been
reduced from $50/day for
everyone to $35/day for
pensioners and students
and to $45/day for others
(dinner, bed and breakfast).

REGISTER
NOW!

ALL WORK
“Secular” or “Church”
is FULL TIME Service

“PREPARE TO BE
EFFECTIVE”

» / Short-term or Diploma Courses available
U KENMORE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

W P.O. Box 55,
V KENMORE, Qld. 4069.
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PLAN FOR NEW CHURCHES
Melbourne's perimeter of urban development is now

overtaking the location of existing churches and those
established in more recent decades. The joint Department
of Mission, Education and Development - Properties Cor­
poration initiative, CROP or Church Reach Out Plan, is
designed to meetthe church planting challenge. In Tasma­
nia consideration is also being given to church planting.

CROP—FIRST MOVE
60 people have committed themselves to the planting of the Mornington church which

commenced on September 4. First time visitors have been present at all subsequent
services. Growth signs are most encouraging. A substantial subsidy from the Department
is assisting the church to have Ian Cartmel serve as full-time minister.

Other churches currently receiving help include Ulverstone, Bright, Port Fairy, South
Melbourne, Kyneton and the Richmond Vietnamese Fellowship.

MISSION, EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT

WESTERN SUBURBS
Sunshine will be the base for new church planting ven­

tures proposed for Melbourne’s Western suburbs. Ian
Corlett will move from Kensington to head this new thrust.
The Kensington ministry will be continued by Kim
Thoday, who has worked with the Network in 1988. Mike
Esbensen will assist.

$25,000 will be needed in direct gifts for the joint proj­
ects. The projects are a major step of faith forthe leadership
team, Sunshine and Kensington churches and the Depart­
ment which must provide the financial backing.

A NEW GENERATION
OF BELIEVERS

Enthusiasm, vitality, inquiring minds and a
search for meaning characterise this group.
Department Field Director, Andrew Ball, is
heading a team committed to evangelism, faith
development and leader training among young
people. A new generation of believers is emerg­
ing. Department camping, youth events and serv­
ices to local churches are all a part of this vital
process of growth.

CROP DM THE

VICTORIA — TASMANIA
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“Being coitfident...He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion."
Philtpptans 1:6

The delegates to the National Consultation on
Evangelism (pictured preparing State strategy) were,
left to right: Des Croot, Barry Ryall, Valerie Taylor,
Craig Colvin, John Bond and Gail Bernard.

Out of that strategy came the theme "Now for the
Nineties” to fit our strategy of church planting,
church counselling and effective evangelism.

John Bond will be available to assist churches and
the Committee in 1989.

Noranda has a new building and is subsidised at $475 per
week at present. Ken Laffer is in his fifth year as minister.

Mandurah, under Roger Ryall’s leadership, is subsi­
dised $150 per week.

Kingsley is looking to build as they have outgrown the
school rooms. Don Butler is leading them. Subsidy $40 per
week. Attendances about 100.

# Murdoch is ministered to by Des Croot (Mission &
Extension Officer) in an honorary capacity and a part-time
associate, John Crosby.

David and Kim Timms (pictured planting a
tree for the future) accepted a call to plant a new
church in the Darling Ranges foothills, based at High
Wycombe.

After an Interest meeting on September 3 the group
began meeting In the rented manse the next Sunday.
Attendances have averaged 20 for the first month
with offerings averaging $175. The remainder of the
ministry costs are covered by the Home Missionary
Committee.

This Is a true faith venture by the Committee, In
which we have already seen God's blessing and
guidance. We are looking to the churches for support.

1988 The Austrauan Christian (485) 5
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New youth worker for
Nunawading

How do you ensure that a new
youth worker meets the young
people assigned to her care, shares
their experiences and meets them
on their own level? Lynda Smith
found that a five-day Bike Hike
through the Gramplans with the
young people of the Nuna­
wading, Vic., church was a great
way of doing that A saddle-sore
Lynda was inducted into her new
role at a special service the day
after the Bike Hike.

Lynda, who completed a
Youth Worker’s Diploma at the
Institute of Church Leadership
at Wollongong, brings a wealth
of experience. She has been in-

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel type Hostel Suites

PHONE (03) 786.8679
Walting List Now Open

Lynda Smith

volved in a youth program at the
Wollongong, NSW, church that
included more than 200 young
people.

Lynda Smith succeeds Cathy
Bentley as youth worker and can
be reached at the church office
(03) 877 6077 on Thursdays and
Fridays.

------------- —:--------------=>.
Church of Christ

SOUTHPORT
now meets In

Parkland Drive
9.00 a.m. Worship &

Communion
6.30 p.m.

Gospel Celebration
Minister: Noel Newton

(075) 32 5660 or
31 4353 (Home)

Speaker at Federal Conference
Ranjinl Rebera has agreed to

be a speaker on “Women in the
Church" at Federal Conference.

Ranjini has qualifications in
speech and drama from London,
and has taught in Sri Lanka, India,
Australia and Singapore. She is
married and has two teenage chil­
dren. A former member of the
Epping, NSW, and Ainslle,
ACT, churches, Ranjini has re­
cently returned to Canberra from
Singapore.

Ranjini has conducted work­
shops and seminars on communi­
cations, public speaking and the
role of women in society, and has
broadcast and written for radio
and television in Sri Lanka, India,
New Zealand and Australia.

Ranjini Rebera
She has also written exten­

sively on these and other subjects
and has had articles, short stories
and poetry published.

Here is one of here recent
poems:

A WOMAN’S HANDS
I sit in a pew
waiting.
The Human
Becomes Divine.
The bread...
Perhaps kneaded by a woman's hands.
The wine...
Perhaps women worked in the vinery.

But when the Human
becomes Divine
a woman's hands are taboo!
‘You shall not touch
the Divine!"

The Divine became human,
Penetrating a woman's womb.
(Patriarchy had no place!)
Like soft petals enfolding
a crystal dewdrop,
The seed nestled
in a female form.

"You shall not touch
the Divine!"

Lunchtime Service

6 (486) The Australian Christian
November 12

Hi
The mother's hands held the child.
They soothed, they comforted,
they created security.
The hands were always there
as surely as the setting sun
reveals itself with every dawn.

"You shall not touch
the Divinel"

Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Melbourne
(Cnr Swanston & Lt.
Lonsdale Sts.)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m.

The battered body
taken off the cross ...
Women's hands gently
perform burial rites.
The crimson blood
must surely stain those hands.
Women’s hands —
caring hands.

“You shall not touch
the Divinel"

I sit in a pew.
Waiting.

7.00 p.m.

Wednesday
1.15 p.m. to 1.45 p.m.

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884
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Jubilee Commemoration Day

CYC-RAM 988 concludes
in Canberra

On October 8 at 2.30 pm an
estimated 350 cyclists rode
through rain to finish Bike For
Bibles ’88 at the steps of the for­
mer Parliament House in Can­
berra. Leading the procession

Beside the CYC-RAM team
there were 16 other teams which
had ridden from Cairns, Perth,
Kadina, Melbourne, Burnie,
Brisbane, Broken Hill,
Newcastle and several from Syd-

A large number of Explorer
and Good Companions mem­
bers, leaders and friends gathered
at Camp Waterman, Vic., on
October 15 to celebrate the Jubi­
lee with special commemorative
events.

Vlc.-Tas. Conference Presi­
dent, Gerald Rose, led a service
of dedication of the Explorer
Commemorative Wall.

Good Companions club mem­
bers had their special service in
the Rita Roberts Lodge where
Dot Brooker and Department
Chairman, Dr Cliff
Warmbrunn, participated in a
recognition of gifts of over $2,000
which went towards therefurbish-
ment of the Lodge. During the
short service a recent photograph
of Rita Roberts was unveiled.

Both groups produced a Jubi­
lee History and copies may be

Gerald Rose, and some Explorers reading plaques on the Explorer Commemora­
tive Wall

Russell Croxford, Dot Brooker and Cliff Warmbrunn

obtained from the Department of
Mission, Education and
Development office—Good
Companions, $2 plus postage and
Explorers, $5 plus postage.

were the cyclists of CYC-RAM
’88, a team of 15 overseas and
Australian riders. 22 weeks ago
they, together with their road
support crew, left the same site on
May 7 to cycle 15,684 km around
Australia.

Bruce Pearce, the Chairman
of the Australian Council of the
Bible Society in Australia,
opened the welcoming ceremony
with prayer. Senator Michael
Tate, the Federal Minister for
Law and the President of the
Parliamentary Christian
Fellowship, officially welcomed
the cyclists to Canberra. As each
CYC-RAM cyclist's name was
called they came forward to re­
ceive recognition for their five
month marathon. Presentations to
the overseas participants were
made by Ambassadors or repre­
sentatives from the Embassies.

ney.
It is unknown if the target of

$500,000 was reached. The riders
now have the task of contacting
their sponsors and those wishing
to make donations to the project.
The funds will be used in the Bible
Society’s Aboriginal Support
Program and its Literature
Developmentprojects in the Pa­
cific.

L.C.F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood, S.A. 5067

Phones: (08) 421665
& 362 8619

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden & Honda
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 2721600 A.H. (08) 278 4515

FOR NEW HOLDEN & HONDA
SEE MURRAY ECKERT
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LETTERS TO THE E©DT@K
trouble to 'go to your Christian We have picked a few, there are

many others we would like to in­
volve. Maybe next time!

The money asked for, and
given enthusiastically by Chris­
tian Projects, represents a$1,000
Investment to each of these
young ministers and their
churches. The senior ministers

The Letters to the Editor limit Is
200 words.

LEADERSHIP 2000
To the Editor,

In reply to Ken Dundas' letter
(“A.C." October 15), the idea of
leadership 2000 came from the
1988 Senior Ministers' Confer­
ence. The members are all senior
ministers of our largest churches.
They meet annually for support
and to consider issues peculiar to
large churches.

They asked Christian Projects,
as part of its aim to promote lead­
ership development, to fund a
project that would affect the long­
term future of our Movement. The
proposal was that a group of
younger ministers, who have
shown leadership potential,
should be exposed to an intensive
training experience with input
from dynamic international agen­
cies and under the supervision of
the senior ministers.

The participants were nomi­
nated by the senior ministers and
represent all States. They were
chosen on the basis of potential
and performance. Their churches
have responded enthusiastically.
The choice of Singapore was both
economic and practical. The origi­
nal proposal was to meet in Perth,
which was scheduled for the next
Senior Ministers’ Conference. A
group travel and accommodation
package to Singapore worked out
cheaper. Furthermore, Singapore
is a base for some of the most
dynamic movements in the con­
temporary church scene, and
South East Asia is one place
where the church is making its
greatest impact.

I am sorry if Leadership 2000
seems like an elitist jaunt to Ken.
It is not intended to be. We expect
that what we will receive, for our
$20,000, is a group of young
ministers with 'fire in the bell/,
and 40 good years of ministry
ahead of them.

—Robert Smith
(Chairman, Christian Projects)

AGE OF THE EARTH
To the Editor,

J.H. Luxton (“A.C." October 15)
is insensitive on two counts: (1) he
denigrates the professional opin­
ions of people like me, whose
entire working life has been as a
research scientist: (2) he ad­
vances his interpretation of scrip­
ture as 'God’s word' and conven­
iently labels any alternative views
as 'man’s word' so that he can
ignore them.

Like most 'young earth' propo­
nents J.H. Luxton chooses to
avoid facing the reality of evi­
dence for the antiquity of the earth
that real scientists find every­
where in nature. It is safer to keep
his nose in the Bible and his eyes
firmly averted from the over­
whelming evidence of great age
that abounds in God’s handiwork
in nature.

Mr Luxton, have you ever
worked as a research scientist?
Have you made a career in a field
(e.g., climatology) where you had
to develop a proper theoretical
understanding and 'hands on'
skills in scientific dating? Show an
open mind, Mr Luxton, write to me
c/o the Cheltenham church office
(others can too) and I will send
you some real evidence from the
international scientific literature (a
sensible counterpoint to those
nonsensical Queensland publica­
tions). Doing so will challenge you
theologically, but isn't truth more
important than fiction, no matter
how laudable the motives behind
the latter?

—Greg Ayres
(Cheltenham, Vic.)

LEADERSHIP 2000
To the Editor,

It’s a pity that people like Ken
Dundas (who paints the Senior
Ministers Consultative fellowship
as some kind of elitist group)
didn't take the trouble to do what
the Bible suggests. Ask someone
who is involved. Emotive words
like “inner sanctum", “jaunt",
“smacks of elitism" etc., are not
only loaded with a jaundiced con­
notation, but would be unneces­
sary if the writer had taken the 

brother first".
The senior ministers group is

an informal and ad hoc fellowship
of some pastors who head team
ministries in churches that are
committed to growth. We get to­
gether once a year because we
need each others’ support, ideas
and prayers. The ministers meet
with the full support of their local

elders, to whom we are respon­
sible, since I doubt whether any­
one wants another brotherhood

department.
The Leadership 2000 vision

was an attempt to pass on leader­
ship ideas, enthusiasm and impe­
tus to younger ministers who have
the potential to grow churches.

are being funded (as they have for
the last three years) by their own
churches. It represents personal
commitment by some of our most
experienced ministers to the fu­
ture of our Movement in Australia.

—Jay Bacik
(Northside Community

Church, NSW)
[This letter has been edited to fit

the 200-word limit.)

—TERTIUS

AUTHENTIC AUSTRALIAN
CHRISTIANITY

To the Editor,
My mate from St Chad's was confiding in me about

a seminar they’ve just had on ‘An Authentic Austra­
lian Christianity'. He seemed a bit disappointed.
Everyone knows that a lot of Australians aren’t
enthusiastic about Christianity in its old-style pack­
aging and my mate was looking for something in an
Aussie package that St Chad’s could peddle round
our suburb with everyone eager to accept it.

I began wondering what an authentic Australian
Christianity is. The only conclusion that I could reach
is that if a person is Australian and a fair dinkum
Christian at the same time, his Christianity is authen­
tic Australian Christianity. It may not be authentic in
the same way for the Australian next door, who has
a different temperament and a different background
and a different lifestyle. His would have to be a
Christianity that is authentic for him.

Maybe there s no such thing as an authentic Aus­
tralian Christianity that can be wrapped in green and
9° d and handed out to the strains of Waltzing
Matilda in pubs and clubs and race tracks, with
airi SvHHP'-LintSit?k'n9the Packa9es home to Mum
and saying, Hey! Look what I've got! We'll have to
get some more of this.”
qiin Af nlSin!! T are?ack t0 the hard and painful
?no OngsJde each Australian and help-

ISXKZff0<^'a8napp"estohteor
a SdAPAty ’Packaged sa>vation seems to be such
a iicai idea.
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LOTW T© TO IB©DTOW
FLAT EARTH

To the Editor,
J.H. Luxton’s (“A.C." October

15) defence of the Biblical age of
the earth leads me to expose
another non-Biblical heresy—that
of the round earth. The Bible
plainly teaches that the earth is
flat. It has four corners (Isaiah
11:12). I have never seen a
sphere with comers. This flat
earth is supported by pillars that
hold it up (Job 9:6; Jeremiah
3137). Above the flat earth is a
semi-circular dome (firmament)
which keeps the waters that are
above the sun, moon and stars
from flooding the earth (Genesis
13-7,14-17). In this dome there
are windows which are occasion­
ally opened to let the water above
the dome flow through. This is
what we call rain (Genesis 7:11;
Isaiah 24:18). God sits on top of
this dome and looks so far down
onto the flat earth that its inhabi­
tants look like grasshoppers
(Isaiah 40:22).

It is about time Bible-believing
Christians stopped accepting the
trick photography and heretical
views of the scientists. Nowhere
does the Bible teach a round
earth. Every reference to its
shape indicates that it is flat.

-G.E. Platt
(For the “Flat Earth Society")

CAN THE CHURCH ADAPT?
To the Editor,

In reference to Bruce Ander­
son's 'Comment1 ("A.C." October
15): why must we always rush to
the extremes of any issue? We
have many examples of both his
extremist suggestions failing. We
also have many examples of
strong growth resulting from the
synthesis of the two!

From the giant Crystal Cathe­
dral in California to Paradise AOG
in Adelaide, to the Whitford
Church of Christ in Perth. All are
powerfully serving churches built
on mid-week local house groups
coming together on Sundays in a
large-scale church meeting. Thus
they achieve the coveted family
intimacy of the New Testament
while enjoying those “efficiencies"

of scale, leadership and re­
sources.

The only wonder to me is: why
aren't all our churches this way?

—Christian Smith
(Balaklava, SA)

CAN THE CHURCH ADAPT?
To the Editor,

Bruce Anderson's article
(“A.C." October 15) should not be
passed over lightly. Church lead­

ers who have burdened their
congregations with unnecessary
debts have sinned. The unavoid­
able results are degeneration
spiritually and numerically, as
continual demands have to be
made to meet payments.

House meetings are good but
can lead to isolationism and, as
Bruce suggests, a feeling of being
free to be absent when an oppor­

tunity presents itself. These 'op­
portunities' increase with time.

Suggestions of a “shorter time
of singing, sharing and prayer"
mean a lesser degree of commit­
ment to worship and less time for
fellowship.

If a congregation is being asked
for a greater commitment than the

•Continued on Page 18

PLEASE RUSH ME

CEP has produced the “Finding out about
God” series to help primary age children
learn about God.

Children ask simple, honest questions and
they want answers that they can under­
stand.

Name
Address

Valid to: ----------------------
OR Phone (02) 265 1587,
(008) 023 768 Toll free.

Wle/

Church
I enclose cheque money order
for $____________________
or charge my D Bankcard

 Mastercard  Visa

WHAT DO CHILDREN
ASK ABOUT GOD?

All beautifully illustrated, the three books
cover the questions: “What is a Chris­
tian?”, “Why does God let awful things
happen to me?” and “Does God still love
me even when I do wrong things?

• Ideal gifts
° Great for Beach
Missions, Mini Midgets
and Sunday School

CBP
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
PUBLICATIONS
P.O. Box A287,
Sydney South,
N.S.W. 2000 <raO)
Phone (02) 265 1587

P/code

O Becoming God’s Friend $3.00 $

 Does God Love Me? $3.75 $

0 Why Me, God?
Special offer

$3.75 $

 All 3 books $9.95 $

Plus postage and handling $1.50 $

Total $
Bulk discounts for 10 or more
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ne s on the 14th tea now...
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IMHUJ bookstore

Utl.JIHHI

by Chris Sadler (Albatross)
The comments on the back cover of this intriguing novel say all that

needs to be said in introducing the contents. The title “Tho Long Trip”
is certainly apt It is really a story of several trips, none of them very long
in themselves. There is a trip in the Australian Alps to Mt Kosciusko, a tour
of New Zealand and a couple of other 'trips' which must be left for the
reader to discover.

It is a book of travel, philosophy and human relationships. There is a
confrontation with the philosophy of NIetzocho, after the chief character
purchases a copy of “Thuo Spoke Zarathustra” in a back street
bookshop in Sydney.

The setting, apart from the sojourn in New Zealand, is typically
Australian and the dialogue is in the Australian vernacular and very
correct, with nothing impure or improper.

Included in the novel is a chapter which is a one-act play featuring a
believer, an unbeliever, death, a demon and an angel. This is a most
unusual novel. Dramatic, soul-searching perhaps, startling, and, at
times, frightening. But very true to life.

Books • Bibles • Records • Cassettes • Music * Gifts
Discount Prices, Mail & Phone orders welcome, Credit cards accepted.

Christian Video Library
Movies for Youth, Children, General audiences. Studies by top speakers.

11-29 Cisterturr M. Heittocol Vk. 723 3777
2M Hus&jdiU Hull Eart OkW. Vie. 544 5944

65 Crealel! Street. Melalde. SA 223 4249
2422 Usee RO, ElgM Mie Hater. OM. 341 B50C

A.I.D.S. WHAT SHOULD CHRISTIANS THINK?
Is AIDS the judgement of God on homosexuals? What should be the

Christian attitude to AIDS sufferers? Should Christians be involved in
AIDS education?

In September's issue of “Zadok Peropoctlveo” John Harris gives
clear Biblical responses to these questions, arguing that the major issue
for the church is not the condemnation of sin but the expression of true
Christian compassion.

"Zadok Perapectlveo", September 1988, Io available from tho
Zadok Institute for Christianity and Society, Blackall St, Borton, ACT
2600 for $3 plus $1.05 postage.

BOOKS
THE LONG TRIP

OUT OF THE DARKNESS
Paths to Inclusive worship

by Frances Ford, Ruth Ford, Morag Logan, Cynthia
Page (Australian Council of Churches)

Because mature employed women are one of the two groups leaving
the church in significant numbers, this resource is to be welcomed. It has
grown out of women's experience of exclusion and alienation from
worship presented in male-centred concepts and language. The book
contains liturgies, prayers and hymns. Some traditional prayers and
hymns have been reworded. New hymns and prayers reflect the non­
gendered nature of God, which includes both the qualities we refer to as
masculine and feminine.

Our tradition tends to emphasize the freedom of individual worship
leaders to structure worship experiences in non-liturgical forms. The
contents of this book, then, could be seen as a source of ideas and as a
resource against which to check for exclusionary imagery and language
when preparing for worship.

—Rosslyn Reed

BELIEF IN A MIXED SOCIETY
by Christopher Lamb (Lion Paperback) §6.95

Published in 1985 this is an examination of the problems that are being
raised in British society by the large number of cultures in their society.
Given the current debate in Australia over the benefits of multiculturalism
and the implications on our society this was a timely book to read.
Christopher Lamb, as a theologian, writes from a background of living in
an Asian culture, from an academic study of Islam and from constant
contact with the most pluralistic parts of Britain.

Christopher Lamb looks at different attitudes towards a series of issues
that are raised when various cultures meet Issues discussed include

food'iex andflender, marriage and family, health, morality
a™* £0 law, work and achievement, freedom and truth in the media,

Af^°Wer: thleseare issues that the Christian church should
culh™I anei^a y2*h!n U 18 try'n9 ,0 bui,d brid90s thos0 of different
cultures and wishing to share the gospel with them
this shouM°^*^Ou^ed^rer^irig.'nVO'VeC* * Cultur»"y diverse si,UatiOn

THE TRANSLATION DEBATE rnnd<?
what Makss a BIbl© Translation Gooo r

by Eugene H. Glassman (Inter Varsity Press)
A oood addition to the debate over the use of biblical translations and

what rn^kefa Mod translation. Eugene Glassman has been involved in
m“for a number of years and since 1974 has been a translation

flrfvi^or to th© United Bible Societies. ,
This book starts by tracing the history of the translation of the Bible (up

until the Middle Ages if the authorities did not appreciate a translation then
the translator was not only criticised but in many cases forfeited his life).
The differences, if there are any, between a translation, an interpretation
and a paraphrase are discussed as are the two major ways of translating
— a form oriented translation and a content onented translation. The final
couple of chapters deal with some of the principles that make a good
translation and his illustrations help the reader to understand some of the
dilemmas facing translators.

— C.R.A.
50 FUN PROGRAMMES THAT WORK WITH YOUTH

edited by Geraldine Anderson (Joint Board of
Christian Education)

The title of this book says it all I Geraldine Anderson, a Uniting Church
youth worker in Melbourne, has selected ideas from groups throughout
Australia to compile this resource. If you are a youth leader and are stuck
for creative programming ideas, then this book is for you. The ideas are
simple and easy to follow and are designed for different types and sizes
of youth groups.

The book is divided into two distinct categories, youth group pro­
grammes for 'in' nights and 'out' nights—'in' nights being in the hall or
usual meeting place and 'out1 nights being elsewhere. There is also a
section in the book which will give you some help in planning pro­
grammes, plus some tips on where to get material and resources. Other
activities are dearly marked as good mixing programmes and asterisked
for suitable age groups.

I would suggest that if you work with youth you add this book to your
library. The programmes are all good, clean fun.

— C.R.A.
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Intifada

Intifada is the term which
Arabs are using in Israel to de­
scribe their uprising. In October I
was privileged to hear a construc­
tive discussion on the Jewish-
Arab conflict from three people
living and working in Israel.

Shukri Abed, an Arab Uni­
versity lecturer, described Inti­
fada as having a hidden part and a
part which all can see. The more
obvious portion is noted espe­
cially in closing of shops every
day at 12 noon and by giving in­
struction to children whose
schools have been closed. The
hidden part is to be found in im­
proved self-esteem among Arab
people and a realisation of their
capabilities. Uprising denotes
both these aspects: rising in resis­
tance to oppression and rising in
both individual and national
worth.

Yehezkel Landau of Oz ve
Shalom (Strength and Peace) is
not only involved politically, but
his program works to bring about
greater understanding between
Arab and Jew, especially chil­
dren. He decries the fact that when
Jews were willing to talk ‘two
nations in one land’ Arabs were
not, and that now the situation is
the reverse. Noting that both na­
tions are descended from one fa­
ther and that each received a
blessing, he believes that the way
forward requires discussions
which recognise the two nations.

Gerald Butt of BBC World
Service agreed that an agenda for
discussion is required. However
not only is there no common
agenda between Arab and Israeli,
even the two national groupings
have difficulty speaking with one
voice. One person with whom
Gerald Butt had spoken believes
there is one year left to start dis­
cussions otherwise he fears a
blood-bath.

In this depressing situation
there are possibilities. There are
many groups in Israel working to
improve relationships and, if
there is time, this will bear fruit
eventually. The two superpowers
have a role in this situation and it
may be that they can force their
client states to the conference
table.

Finally, there is the religious
option. Both groups claim Abra­
ham as father and Christians ac­
cept him as spiritual father. All
three accept that in the beginning
God created all people. Certainly
there are marked political and
economic considerations, but
perhaps the Christian church,
which teaches reconciliation,
has a specific role in helping
these two groups to see the spiri­
tual dimension of the problem.
That was the challenge presented
to those of us who participated in
the discussion.

—Trevor Banks

FOCUS ON THE FUTURE AT FEDERAL CONFERENCE IN
CANBERRA, JANUARY 1989

PEDIGREE MOTORS
GUARANTEED

USED CARS
658 CANTERBURY RD., SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to “TRADE
IN" let TED GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you
the benefit of long experience in the trade.

ADVICE FREELY GIVEN
Phone (03) 898.9391 or A.H. 878.4807
Great Range of Cars — medium priced range

PHONE NOW

“TELL YOUR FRIENDS” LMC-T-4376

Wycliffe workers from
Carlingford

In November Richard and
Sheryle Brown, of the Burwood,
NSW, church plan to travel to the
Philippines to spend six months
with a Wycliffe translation team
in Bontoc town, Luzon.

Richard, originally from the
North Turramurra church,
worked as a mechanical engineer
for six years. In 1985 he visited
Papua New Guinea for three
months to see mission work first­
hand. On his return he began a
diploma/degree course at the
Churches of Christ Theological
College, Carlingford, where he
is now in his third year.

Sheryle completed three years
midwifery training in England
and had, like Richard, visited
PNG for three months to look at
mission work. She studied at theo­
logical college and attended the
Wyoming church.

In the Philippines they will be
involved with a Scripture-in-Use
program making videos with the

Sheryle and Richard at
their wedding In July

22,000 Bontoc people of Moun­
tain Province. They will also
produce a documentary about
Bontoc Bible translation, for use
in Australia.

Their six months in the Philip­
pines will serve three purposes for
the Browns. It will give them a
chance to work together as a team
in mission context. They will dis­
cover if they should become B ible
translators themselves. It will also
serve as Richard's college in­
ternship program.

The Churches of Christ Theo­
logical College has an internship
option for students taking a di­
ploma/degree course to undertake
their program in the first semester
of their final year. The typical
avenueof service is pastoral assis­
tance or youth work, but Richard
will work in the Philippines with
Wycliffe as the College’s first
missionary intern. When he and
Sheryle return from the Philip­
pines in July '89, Richard will
complete his college year and
graduate.

° IAN F. KNIGHT, ll.b.,b.com.
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

° REGISTERED TAX AGENT

• Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates & Wills,
o Taxation, Personal Injuries, Business &
• Company Law.
* 10 BEST STREET, 48 MADIGAN DRIVE,
• NORTH FITZROY, 3068 GLEN WAVERLEY, 3150
* PHONE : (03) 481.0854 PHONE: (03) 561.5879
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The number of missionar­
ies sent out from Britain
declined from 7,000 in
1972 to 4,500 in 1984. In
the same period short­
term missionaries had in­
creased from one in 20 of
those in the field to one in
four.

An outbreak of deadly
malaria Is being fought
In southern Ethiopia. A
World Vision worker,
Abate Agussa, died of
cerebral malaria last
month. Another 28 of the
World Vision staff have
suffered milder forms of
the disease. The death
rate is as high as 6 In
every 2,500. The malaria
is being fought with antl-
malarlal drugs, Insecti­
cides, mosquito nets,
wire mesh and other
protective equipment.

According to the United
Nations population projec­
tion on Kenya, the country,
with a cun-ent population
estimation of 22 million,
will reach an estimated 34
million by the year 2000.
The growth rate of 4% is
said to be one of the high­
est in the world. To tackle
the problem the Catholic
Church has trained volun­
tary teachers to educate
the population on the natu­
ral family planning
method. So far, over 600
centres for teaching this
method have been estab­
lished for the country's 4
million Catholics.

The Zambian Govern­
ment has expressed
concern over the rapid
growth of splinter
churches In the country,
saying If no solution was
found to the phenome­
non “Illsbound to create
problems and confusion
In society". Speaking at
the opening of a three-
day Inter-denomlna-
tlonal conference, a
Government Political
Secretary said splinter
churches have created
divisions. He warned
that too many voices In
the church would make
It difficult for the ordi­
nary people to know
which God to follow.

Youth With a Mission is
planning outreach visits to
New Zealand, Fiji and
Vanuatu, as well as a pro­
gram in Melbourne, this
summer. Those wishing to
take part or learn more
about these visits should
contact the office at 1 Kent
Rd, Surrey Hills, Vic. 3127.
Phone (03) 836 0011.

Life Line and Youth Line,
Sydney, have an urgent
need for telephone
counsellors. Anyone
over 18 years may apply.
Successful applicants
will be mature, non­
Judgemental, caring
people with Christian
concern and commit­
ment. The next training
course will commence
on February 5, 1989.
Application forms may
be obtained from Life
Une Training Program,
600 George St, Sydney
2000. Phone (02) 264
2222.

93 responded to the invita­
tion to receive Christ after
viewing evangelistic films
shown at the first open air
campaign of Sudan Inte­
rior Mission's cinevan in
Arequipa, Peru. The cam­
paign lasted for six nights
with an average nightly
attendance of 300. Be­
tween 30 and 40 people
are attending a Bible study
begun as a result of the
campaign.

Members of the Bible
Society's “Blble-a-
Month” Club send a gift
of $5 per month which
enables the Society to
supply a Bible for some­
one In need. More mem­
bers are sought.

Rev. Chas Storie will take
up duties as the Victorian
Temperance Alliance’s
new General Secretary as
from November 1. He is a
Baptist minister, currently
secretary of the Balwyn
Baptist Church. He has
degrees in Arts, Science
and Divinity. He believes
unequivocally in total ab­
stinence and anticipates
that one of the future direc­
tions of the Alliance will be
in the area of direct public
presentations through the
media.

A new study by the Gal­
lup organisation Indi­
cates that In the 1980s
US churches have made
no progress In bringing
believers into the organ­
ised church community.
The study reveals that
44%—approximately 78
million Americans—
remain outside the
church, compared with
41% a decade ago.

Melvin Wilcox, a Florida
entrepreneur from West
Palm Beach, USA, plans
to open a re-creation of
Jerusalem on 25,000
acres of arid land in West
Texas. He is trying to raise
$2.5 billion to construct the
‘holy city' and envisions a
place where employees
and visitors must wear
biblical-era garb. He says
his transplanted 'holy city’
would include a seminary,
art galleries, chariot races,
palaces, marketplaces
and medical facilities.

Dr Alan R. Tippett
passed away In Septem­
ber at 76 years of age. He
had been a Methodist
missionary In Fiji for 20
years, then professor of
Anthropology and Oce­
anic Studies at a theo­
logical seminary In Cali­
fornia. His highest de­
gree was a PhD from the
University of Oregon,
USA.

Kenya President Daniel
arap Moi gave assurance
last month that his govern­
ment will continue to safe­
guard freedom of worship.
Moi's assurance follows a
threat by the Secretary of
KANU (the country’s only
legal political party), Gen­
eral Moses Mudavadi, that
the government might
withdraw freedom of wor­
ship from Anglican Bishop
David Gitari for his criti­
cism of some KANU reso­
lutions.

In a declaration marking
the 50th anniversary of
the Nazi attacks on Jews
In Germany and Austria,
the council of the Fed­
eration of Protestant
[Reformed, Methodist]
Churches of Switzerland
recalls 'with shame’
Swiss complicity In Nazi

actions against Jews. It
urges Swiss Christiano
to ‘fight resolutely the
smallest signs of anti­
semitism, revived again,
even and especially If it
makes arguments based
on the unfortunate situ­
ation In the occupied
territories.' It concludes
with an appeal to pray
for peace and Justice In
the Middle East, to resist
antl-semltlsm and xeno­
phobia, and to work on
behalf of those op­
pressed and deprived of
their rights.

The Victorian Council of
Churches has appointed a
new General Secretary,
who will be part of an Aus­
tralia-wide team preparing
to welcome the Assembly
of the World Council
Churches planned for
Canberra, February 1991.
Rev. Robert Gribben is
currently pastor of Trinity
Uniting Church in North
Balwyn. He will com­
mence his appointment in
February 1989.

The annual meeting of
the Secretaries of Chris­
tian World Communions
was held In Jerusalem
October 18-22. Father
Pierre Duprey (Roman
Catholic) Is Chairman
and Dr Bert Beach (SDA)
Is Secretary. Among the
19 participants was Dr
Trevor Banks of Austra­
lian Churches of Christ.
He was representing the
Disciples Ecumenical
Consultative Council. Dr
Alan Lee represented
the World Convention of
Churches of Christ. The
next meeting Is sched­
uled for Geneva, Octo­
ber 1989. The confer­
ence was followed by a
3-day course of Holy
Land studies.

Paul Madden, a former
detective with the South
Australian Police Force,
has been appointed the
new Director of the Ade­
laide City Mission. He is a
member of the Cloverdale
Baptist Church. His vision
for the Mission is to “de­
velop a vibrant and rele­
vant Christian enterprise,
reaching out to crushed
and lonely people, seek­

ing to share the love of
God with them in a very
practical way'. He can be
contacted on (08) 223
5428.

The Sydney City Mission
presently has 5 centres
In Sydney and Wollon­
gong training 700 unem­
ployed people annually.
Between 85% and 90% of
these are successfully
placed In employment
following graduation.
The Mission Is looking
for Managers and staff
for Ito many projected
new employment train­
ing schemes In Sydney,
Wollongong and Ade­
laide. Anyone Interested
can phone Sydney (02)
607 0522, Wollongong
(042) 28 0555 or Adelaide
(08) 223 5428.

In Balwyn, Vic., the local
Anglican and Churches of
Christ clergy have ex­
changed pulpits for the
first time. Balwyn's stu­
dent minister, Graham
Woodward, was guest
preacher at both morning
Eucharists in St Barnabas'
Anglican Church, at the
end of the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity. Father
Douglas Stephens, vicar
of St Barnabas' was
preacher at the Churches
of Christ morning service
on August 28.

Public servants facing
criminal or civil charges
In a court of law who lose
the confidence and re­
spect of the masses
should be required to
resign, the Catholic
Commission for Justice
and Peace In Zimbabwe
has recommended. This
call follows university
students' angry reaction
to the acquittal of the
Deputy Minister of State.
The students alleged
corruption. The Catholic
Commission com­
mented that the problem
of corruption faced
every society and It was
the seriousness with
which each society tack­
led the problem which
determined whether or
not corruption got out of
control.
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The Uniqueness of Christ
—E.L. 'Williams

The Historical Jesus
The late H.G. Wells, a histo­

rian, was not a professingChris-
tian, but something of a critic, hi
his Short History of the World he
made the point that the only direct
source of information concerning
the life and teaching of Jesus is the
four Gospels. He wrote without
reserve that all four agree ‘in‘pre--■';
seriting a definite personality and

. weareobligedtosaythatherewas
a real .man, who could not have

■been invented. < .
Christianity is rooted in a real

historical figure but it centres Ln
The Christ of Faith .

He is Jesus as interpreted in'the
Apostolic witness, as presentedin
the- New^jestameriL According
to thisijwitness he was both
human and divine—a -unique
person. As?truly human he in­
creased in wisdbrri and stature and

. shared the natural needs and feel­
ings of all normal human beings.
According to the Gospel account
of a. special experience he was
tempted' according to (he popular
expectations concerning theMes-
siah (the anointed one). He shared
the feelings of human weakness
and was tempted in all points of
his nature as we are, but without
sin (Hebrews 4:15). In the Gar­
den of Gethsemane his real
humanity showed in his prayer
that if it be possible the cup of

' his destiny may pass from him,
but he was -prepared to say:
“Not as I will but as you will”.

Along with the witness to his
humanity the New Testament,
both in the Gospels and the
Epistles, bears witness to his di­
vinity. On one occasion he asked
his disciples what others were
saying about him and they said
that others were generally de­
scribing him as a prophet. He then
asked them what they thought.
Peter, as usual, spoke out and
said they believed him to be the
Christ, the Son of the living
God. Jesus himself claimed that
no-one knows the Son but the
Father, and no-one knows the
Father except the Son and anyone
to whom the Son chooses to reveal

him (Matt. 11). He also claimed
that those who had seen him had
seen the Father (John 14).

Paul summed up the common
witness of.the New Testament in
Phlllpplans 2, He wrote that
though Jesus was in the form of
God he did not count equality with
,Gocj a 'thing to be grasped, but
emptied himself, took the form of
a servant, was born in die likeness
of man and became obedient unto
even death oma.cross. Therefore
God honoured him and gave him a
name above every name that at his
name every knee should bow and
every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord. :•>
' Paul also wrote that everyone

who confesses Jesus as Lord and
believes that God raised him from
the dead will be saved (Rom. 10).
In Romans 1. he wrote that Jesus
Christ was declared to be the Son
of God by the resurrection. We
can say that the resurrection
was God’s answer to all the
claims that Jesus had made to

' be the unique Son of God.
In Christ we see

. The Combination of
Revelation and Mystery

By rational observation per­
sons may grasp the idea of a
God—an uncaused Cause—but
only if God descends and draws
aside the veil can w.e know him as
the, or our. God with whom we
can enter into personal relation­
ship; but even with revelation
there remains mystery. The di­
vine-human Christ of faith is
beyond reason. If we attained
omniscience we might see that
what is normally beyond reason is
notnecessarily contrary to reason.

The gift of reason requires that
in all areas where reason can serve
we should seek to maintain a rea­
sonable Christianity. This same
gift commits us to the valuable
discipline of theology but the
definitions of theology should not
be regarded as absolutes or used
as tests of faith and Christian fel­
lowship.

Theologians engaged in Chris-
tological controversies in the fifth
and sixth centuries in grappling

with the mystery of the human and
divine in Christ One Christology,
known as Monophysitlsm, con­
ceived of a union of the two na­
tures in him in which the divine
swallowed up the human so that
he became one divine nature in
which his humanity was lost. It
has been claimed that this Chris-
tology was one factor behind the
growth of the exaltation of Mary
as a mediatrix. She was human
and a mother and would under­
stand.

The fourth General Council,
the Council of Chalcedon, in
451, tried to settle the Christologi-
cal controversies by a definition
of Christ as a person fully divine
and fully human. The discussion
of the Jesus of History and the
Christ of Faith has continued and
is likely to continue as long as
theologians seek to provide expla­
nations and definitions of ele­
ments of mystery which belong to
the Christian faith.

Incidentally, we accept histori­
cal novels, plays and films pro­
vided that in areas of fictional
imagination they do not distort
historical facts or denigrate his­
torical characters. Fictional
imaginings of later centuries
cannot provide answers to ques­
tions about the divine-human
Jesus Christ.

The Practical
Acceptance of the

Divine-Human Christ
Our acceptance must be in

seeking to follow the example of
his life, in obeying him as the
divine Lord and in trusting him as
the divine Saviour. The incarna­
tion (the Word made flesh and
dwelling among us) and his
Atonement are something to be
experienced rather than ex­
plained. This applies to every
element of mystery in the Chris­
tian faith.

The hymn "Immortal Love” is taken from a poem by the Quaker poet,
J.G. Whittier, who puts it factually, practically and beautifully:

No fable old, no mythic lore,
No dream of bards and seers,
No dead fact stranded on the shore
Of the oblivious years;

But warm, sweet, tender, even yet
A present help is he,
And faith still has its Olivet,
And love its Galilee.

The healing of his seamless dress
Is by our beds of pain;
We touch him in life's throng and press,
And we are whole again.

(This article, concerning the humanity and divinity of Christ, was requested
following various responses to the film ‘The Last Temptation of Christ”.)

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H.: (03) 722 1780.

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE
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Lord has asked of us, it is being
asked too much, but if people are
being allowed to give less than he
requests they are being sold
short. Those responsible for al-

growing churches, ate effective at
- reaching pagans.

Growing churches receive disil­
lusioned Christians fleeing the
negative attitudes of some
churches. Is it sinful to want 'life'
in a church? Our. growing
churches however'add only 30-
40% of transfer growth. My own
church has baptised over 100
each year for the last four years.
Most of those are from the “party
going'or “beach oil'set.

Maybe “The Australian Chris­
tian' does not have such a big
following in the larger churches
because of attitudes like this. You
represent the majority view but it
doesn't do much for the converted
pagans who love their new
church.

Obituaries are limited to
100 words In length.
BLOOMAELD, Ivy May

(11.10.88) Bom 1911 in Northern Tas­
mania, Ivy’s life was hard but she finally
discovered a strong faith in Jesus. Early in
her teens she worked at housekeeping
and farming. Later, with her husband, she
moved to Copping. They had two sons,
Athol and Robert During the 1960s she
made her commitment to Christ. In 1984
she moved to the Tasman Nursing Home,
Nubeena and Continued regular atten­
dance at the Nubeena church. Failing
health eventually confined her to the
hospital bed until the Lord took her home.
To the families we share their loss but
rejoice in the hope their loved one had in
her Lord.

Enjoy God’s creation
in the peaceful surroundings

of
FERN VALLEY
GUESTHOUSE

Balook
Comfortable accommodation,
home cooking, open log fires.

Your hosts: Des, Prue
and Aileen Davidson
Phone (051)96 6141
Grand Ridge Road,

Balook 3971.
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By the way, without the 8-10%
of our churches that have taken
growth seriously and turned
around Churches of Christ statis­
tics, Tertius would probably be on
the dole queue.

, — Barry McMurtrie
.(Wollongong City, N.S.W.)

—Gordon Henderson
FIELDER, Walter Darrell

(30.9.88) Bom in England, 1898, came
to Australia in 1910. Baptised at South
Yarra, Vic., 1911. Served in France in
WWL In 1922 Wai married Claudia Baker
and they were active in churches at South
Yarra, Malvern, Parkdale and The Patch.
For a number of years Wai managed
Camp Waterman, Monbulk. After Clau­
dia's death Wai was associated-with
Chelsea church, later marrying Althea
Mundy and moving to Hobart Funeral
held at Hobart and a thanksgiving service
at Chelsea. A coachbuilder by trade, Wai
used his talents for the church. A quiet
encourager, gracious and always a gen­
tleman, he was faithful in all things.

—Tom Frazer
PEDERSEN, Clarence

(8.10.88) Bom 30.3.1900, youngest son
of Reinhard and Mary Pedersen, founda­
tion members of the Warragul, Vic.,
church. Clarrie was awarded the MBE in
1988 in recognition of long and distin­
guished service in the Warragul district
Although very much involved in public life,
the church played a major part in his life.
From 1921 to 1970 he served on the
Officers' Board, either as treasurer or
secretary. His whole life reflected his faith
in God and loveofChrist. Heissurvived by
his wife, Alice, three sons, one daughter,
12 grandchildren and 14 great­
grandchildren. —DA Buesnel

RATCLIFF, Edmond Ray
(14.10.88) Ed's death came peacefully

after a long battle with cancer. A spiritual
father to many and active in South Austra­
lian churches, Ed's life was built in re­
sponse to the tremendous love of God he
encountered. A deeply committed hus­
band, father and grandfather, he touched
the lives of his friends and family with love,
compassion and grace. His funeral and
thanksgiving service at Blackwood; SA,
church was shared by over 300 people,
who expressed their thankfulness to God
for Ed’s life and ministry, and their love to
Esther, his wife and their family. He will.be
greatly missed at Aidgate Valley, SA

—John Gilmore
STEVENS, Ernest .

(13.10.88) Em loved God all his life.and ‘

served him as church member, elder and
later as minister of the churches at Nara-
coorte, Prospect, Ipswich, Wattle Park,
Williamstown/ Gawler circuit, then, in re­
tirement, Semaphore, Geraldton and
Queenstown. Born in Launceston, Tas.,
Em married Janice Gomer. In 1958 the
family moved to Adelaide, joining the
Edwardstown church where Em became
an elder. While manager of a marketing
firm, he accepted Naracoorte church’s
invitation to a special ministry. Always
prepared to go the second mile, holding
strong convictions, a friendly, warm­
hearted man, Em served his Lord in a
spirit of self-giving. His four children: Julie,
Ann, Philip and-Michael have all been
involved in ministry. Queenstown church
was filled for a service of thanksgiving and
tribute. —KD.H.

The Manager of the Sudan Coun­
cil of Churches Radio Studio, A.T.
Fabian, has appealed to the All
Africa Conference of Churches to
mediate in the fratricidal war going
on in Sudan. He has described the
situation as suicidal, catastrophic
and unbearable. "Juba town hast
been virtually besieged by the
Sudan People's Liberation Army.
Transportation has come to a halt.
People are being starved to death.
The AACC must once again step
in to restore peace and order.*

Have you thought of helping

“The Australian Christian”
in Its ministry among

Churches of Christ?

Why not Include us in your will?

The following wording could be used

in your will:

I give and bequeath $.......(or a
percentage of the total estate) to
“The Australian Christian", the na­
tional journal of Churches of Christ
In Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and Im-
tamentary oxponeoo.

lowing their spiritual degeneration
will.be'answerable-at the judge-
merit seat:of Christ?-0. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

give until God stops giving- Jo Jhe Editor,
to ydu.'TBe-.qofitent .with,-siich ; Rosslyn. Reed's pamphlet
things as. ybikhave.’Ifevptybneis?. “Resolving Domestic violence"
allowed and pntodragbd to (Io all .(Included in “The Australian
that, God ^ivbb-dienj the ability, -^'Christian' of October 29 by^trie-'
and willingnesbto.do'th^vybnit ’'Literature"Department) is a sad'.
need (o be oveiwdi^ed, but wiLbe dbcument;sad ifthefir^tpdrt is an-'
able; to do what-Goddesifbs^:." accurate description Of reality and
enjoy their worship.^. ' sad if the seqond pad is th&.ohly

Barjori’ hope that’weihave... >'
' (Port-Lincoln,S.A’.),- .Her analysis lacks any coher-j

? .- ■'..*/ ehtpictufepf what a family should*..
CHURCH GROWTH; • ■ be .like or what form it shpu'lp take:

To the Editor, ' ■ . < .:Hence,';thefaulf&are'jdramattsed
I hesitate to write in defence of ' without any'counterbalancing ’

Church Growth. The lines in the.' «• emphasison the positive j6ys;and:
Brotherhood are drawn with, the-' .benefits of family lif^' . . ■■
majority of our churches actively fq argue that the ndtioh-of the
or passively against it. However • . husband ^, “head'of ttie family’,'.
Tertius’ comments in “Rearrarig-', rpust be elirti.inatedifrom admlnij
ing Christians’ (“A.C." October • stration;. law-and. religion ifytd-
15) are unfactual. Jenceinthefarnily.islobe'limitOd

Tertius" heeds to study Peter istb'grjtisslyhJhdervaluethecon-
Kaldor’s figures (NSW Uniting c^pt of headship*. ■ ’
Church) before repeating the idea >■ . Jesus came to earth saying•“I
that charismatic churches, grow have not come to-do my will, but
mainly from sheep stealing, Sta- ’ the will bf him who sent me." He
tistics^show jhat they, dike our..' acknowledged thbheadship ofliis

Father .indeed, bur salvation is a
consequence of that fact. Being
crucified wasn’t pleasant. But it,
was necessary and It follows from
his obedience that we are,saved.

The Father has promised the
Son, the submissive partner in the-
relationship, that all things will be
put Under the Son’s power. Head­
ship does not imply oppression
and self-seeking use of power.
The Father's generous spirit is our
example.

— David Brighton
 (North Carlton, Vic.)

will.be


— C.R.A.
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attending discipleship classes with the minister of the Church of
Christ, Ken Wray.

Other groups connected with the church are prayer groups and a
Care and Share group, held during the day. Care and Share offers
a time of choruses, prayer and encouragement for those facing
problems. A number of ladies in the church are also involved in
Know Your Bible groups. For the men, next year Ken will be of­
fering a series entitled Challenge to Christian Manhood as a mid­
week study for any who wish to attend.

On the first Sunday of the month there is an evening service at 7
pm. Those who take the responsibility for presiding at morning
services are asked to use their skills to lead these evenings. Occa­
sionally there are guest speakers—a recent speaker was from
Wycliffe Bible Translators, and in December a representative
from the Postal Sunday School will be the guest speaker.

This year’s family camp was held in April at Gemini Downs on
the Coorong. The location will be different next year but it is
anticipated that the fellowship will once again make the time
worthwhile for all who are able to attend.

Keith is part of a circuit with Bordertown, Wampoony and
Mundulla. Sonny Pillay, who is based at Bordertown, shares the
preaching load with Ken.Wray. Each month both of them preach in
all of the four churches. Ken, who has been at Keith for five years,
also has the responsibility for visiting amongst the Mundulla and
Wampoony congregations

SLICES OF LIFE
Perspectives on a Woman’s World

by Linda Andersen (Baker Book House)
This is a book written for women in all walks of life, including the

housewife, mother and working woman. The author is experienced
herself in these areas. Linda Andersen describes her book as *a hallway
of picture windows looking deeply into the human experience of each of
us’ and, as such, each chapter takes a look at new and separate
situations, all of which are within our own life experiences.

While some of the language is flowery and poetical in style and
sometimes a little American in nature, this helps to paint the appropriate
pictures and is easily adaptable to our Australian way of life. It meets the
need of the woman who has little time to sit and read, by the use of brief
chapters, each dealing with a separate ‘slice of life’ to the previous one.
The writer seeks, in all these situations, to find God at work, to know his
continual presence, love and power and to learn the lessons he has to
teach.

This is a book which offers the reader material which can be picked up
and put down at her pleasure, while not losing any of its power and
meaningfulness. It also provides short but meaningful material suitable
for women's meetings and devotions. A book well worth having on the
shelf.

—Suzanne Piper

in reply to Jewish attempts to persuade Gentile converts to Christianity
that their position is incomplete and can only find fulfilment in Judaism.
Accordingly he understands Paul as teaching that the way to maturity for
the members of the church lies in appreciating, in personal and corporate
life, the meaning of the death and resurrection of Christ, in whom all
fulness dwells.

.' Interestingly in this volume Dr Wright comments on the New Interna­
tional Version of these two letters. Again as with this series as a whole the
commentary is aimed at the general reader of the Bible but it suits
someone with a reasonable knowledge of the Bible and theology. At
present the whole of the Tyndale New Testament series appears to be
being revised and up-dated.

< SHADES.OF DARKNESS
' Aboriginal Affairs, 1925-1965 '

by f?aul HasTuck (Melbourne University Press) $24.95
'Paul Haaltick was Minister for Territories for .12 years. As a young

' journalisHn Western Australia,’ many years earlier, he had written much
about Aborigines. These; and other, experiences have enabled him to
write about'Aboriginal affairs from anrauthoritative perspective.

In ShOdoa dfDorknosa Hasluck refers to the misconceptions of many,
particularly Christians, in their attitudes towards Aborigines in the early

,<part of this century.. (The book also includes positive references to
■ - Christian’s contributions.) He notes that most of the discussions of what

should be done forthe Aborigines “pointed towards their assimilation to ■
' the way of life of the Australian white majority“(p.11). According to the

author a policy of assimilation was developed in 1937 and 'inherited' by
him in 1951. He.quickly became aware of deficiencies in the policy and
of great areas of need, as well as a lack of interest, in Canberra in the

■ plight of Aborigines. Nevertheless he defends the policy of assimilation,
claiming that the only alternative is separate development. He describes
■his methods, during his time as Minister forTem'tories, as “gradualism"-^-
wanting to wait for change to'be accepted rather than enforcing it

In his final chapter be moves beyond the years referred to in the title
and looks to the future, expressing his view that the situation today is not
as “happy’ today as. it was a generation ago. Enough reason, perhaps.
to seek to become more informed about the recent history of the Govern­
ment's treatment of the Aborigines. This book is a helpful beginning.

■ i, , , ■ ’ —J.T.
THE EPISTLES OF PAUL TO THE COLOSSIANS AND
TO PHILEMON
An Introduction and Commentary

: r . • by N.T. Wright (Inter-Varsity Press)
In this volume; which replaces the original commentary in the Tyndale

'• New Testament Commentaries series by H.M. Carson, Dr Wright adopts
a new approach to the interpretation of Colossians. He sees it as written 

Foots oo
If yob have travelled along the Western Highway between Ade­

laide and Melbourne, you will have been through the town of
Keith (population about 1,200) in South Australia. The town is in
a sheep and small seeds fanning area. The people are mainly from
an Anglo-Saxon background, which is reflected in the congrega­
tions of the town’s five churches.

The Keith Church of Christ has a 50-50 congregation. Half are
S members of Churches of Chris t and the other half are Chris tians-in-

Fellbwship, Coming from differ entchurchbackgrounds. Generally,
■at the.lO am serylce, there will be 35-40 in attendance. There is a
good spread of ages, from young families to great-grandfathers.

While the morning Service is taking place’the Sunday School is
. also held. The eight Sunday School teachers are rostered on a

•, Weekly basis. Children from Kindergartdh to Year 8 attend, about
25'on average, and almost half, of those,Come from non-church

• .families. This provides a good opportunity for outreach. A family
0’''service wUl be held in December for the close of Sunday School and
' graduation. . ' ■

'■tiJunior. Youth is held fortnightly. This is run jointly with the
Uniting Church. About 30 fromGrade's-3-7 attend andenjoy social
activities such' as bike hikes and handicraft nights. Devotions and •

■supper follow-thisfime. A-similar group is offered by the Uniting
-Church forjhe Senior Youth.lt is also well attended by youth from
'( the'vlfigus churches aS well as some who are not otherwise.iri-

/ volvedinchurcfilife.Threeoftheyoungpeoplefrom this group are

eith

Youth.lt
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CLASSIFIEDS
ENGAGEMENT

EARL—WERNER Lynette and
Ray Eari of Warragul, together
with Eileen and John Werner of
Warragul, have pleasure in an­
nouncing the engagement of
Karen and Geoff on October 23,

RUBY WEDDING
FOX - SMITH Heather and Alzor
married the 27th November 1948
at Burwood, NSW, Church of
Christ Congratulations and best
wishes from John, Brian, Jeanette
and family.

GOLDEN WEDDING

ROFE- BUTLER Jackand Phyllis
celebrate the 50th anniversary of
their wedding which took place at
Lane Cove Church of Christ on
November 19, 1938. Congratula­
tions, love and thanks to you from
Ro, Vai & Hany.

DEATHS
ARMSTRONG, Dorothy Henri­
etta. Passed peacefully away on
November 3rd, 1988, at a private
rest home, Hobart Beloved wife of
Leslie, loved and loving mother of
Dorothy and the late Darnell Har-
tam (Hobart) and Les and Dorothy
Armstrong (Brisbane). Dearly
loved Nan of her seven grandchil­
dren and 13 great-grandchildren.
Forever with her Lord.
BRODIE (FEARLE) Ruth. Late of
Richmond, formerly of Prospect,
SA. Dearly beloved wife of the late
Edward (Ted). Beloved mother of
John, Pauline (Gould) and Lor-

Christian ;
Bookshop
FOR SALE

Queensland
Sunshine Coast

Long Lease
Phone: (071) 431179

1 or (071) 914220 (AH) ,

’’ ’footscray’ ’*
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Day of Thanksgiving
110 years

Sunday 11th December 1988
11 am & 6.30 pm

Past members and friends invited

Inquiries
(03) 68 1746

(03)391 1397

20 (500)

raine (Whittaker) and loved Nan of
10 grandchildren. Mum and dad
reunited at last
BRODIE Ruth, on November 5.
Loved sister-in-law of Jean and
Bob Addicott and Aunt of Graeme,
Glenda and Philip. At peace.
DELANEY, Vera. On 18th Octo­
ber at Lower Hutt, New Zealand.
Loved wife of George (dec.),
mother of Jean, Brian and Faith,
Lois. Grandmother of Ruth and
Janine. Very dear aunt of Allan,
Vai, John and Jan Bush and fami­
lies. "Beyond the sunset.”

EMPLOYMENT
ACCOUNTANT needed for char­
tered practice. Not necessarily
qualified but must have experi­
ence in taxation and work with
minimum supervision. Direct con­
tact with wide variety of small
business clients. Minimum audit.
Challenging opportunity with good
conditions. Consideration given to
part-time. Apply in writing to Mur­
ray Crabb & Co., 653 Riversdale
Rd, Camberwell, Vic. 3124.

Support the work
of your State

Department involved
in church planting
and development.

CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP i

! ASSOCIATION

' VICTORIA ;
ANNUAL MEETING

Tuesday, 22 November, 1988
! at 6.30pm '
' Church of Christ I

147 Waverley Road
? Chadstone

Special guest: Hal Bissett
Housing Research Officer '

V v.c.c. )

Church of Christ

PARKDALE
Homecoming
27 November 1988

10.15 am
Speaker: B. Crowden

•Luncheon after
Inquiries:

(03) 580 6224

ACCOMMODATION TO LET
AVAILABLE

BUILDERS

HOLIDAY UNIT0 •
OCEAN GROVE Two bedroom.

GOLD COAST CAM?

QUEENSLAND

CALOUNDRA, SUNSHINE
COAST, Oueensland 2 bedroom
units. 2 minutes' walk from Kings
Beach. Rates from $130 p.w. off
season to $390 p.w. holiday sea­
son. Phone (071) 91 7454.
GOLD COAST Modern 2 bed­
room holiday unit, ground floor,
close to beach and all facilities?
lock-up garage. Phone (075) 52
6997, evenings. • ..
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron1' 10
berth. Moored at Blanchetown,
S:A«Phphe (08) 380.5009 or (085)

. 40.5100 or write* PO. Box 65, St * ,
"Agnes 5097; , ’ ■' '

■ ■

College of the Bible Student Magazirie'1988
Souvenir of Glen Iris

featuring recollections and reminiscences
of past and present Glen Iris students ’

Not to be missed!
Recommended price $4.001 ;

(All proceeds donated to the New Campus Fund)

Available now at all College and Brotherhood functions OR
Orders may be placed with W.W. Saunders, Sec. Past'Students

Association, 15 Mahogany Ave, Frankston North 32'00
(Endose additional $1.00 postage with order)

FLATMATE or two to share com­
fortable flat with 36 year-old
bachelor living in Hawthorn, Vic.
Rent approximately $65 per week
plus energy per quarter. Please
ring (03) 233 9557 (BH) or 830
1596 (AH).

STORAGE SPACE WANTED
OVERSEAS > MISSIONARY
WORKER urgently requires stor­
age space for 35 cartons of books
for a period of up to 5 years.
Please contact M. McKinnon on
(03) 879 4237. Prepared to .pay
reasonable charge. — Harold
Gross. « • . .,—-------------------------- - ------------ ,

• ian & l.a„McDonald Catpen-.1
ters and' builders. Renovations -

______ ____________ ,________ ■ •'kitchens arid bathrooms? All jobs-
Two minutes walk to beach. Avail- large and small. For free quotes. 4 ;
able from 21 January 1988. Tele- “ Please ring (03) 557.12$7.-\4T, ,c
phone (03) 337 2492 (evenings). Somers St., Bentleigh.

O'

■

Travel to the Gold Coast with
YOUTH FOR CHRIST

25th December ’88
to 4th January ’89

A holiday at the Gold Coast for only $295 which
includes:

return fares in luxuiy, fully air-conditioned
coaches, all meals and accommodation.
(Independent travellers $200)

* DON'T MISS OUTI! Mall your application today.
Several hundred attend each year from Victoria.
* Applications close 14th December '88
Details: Youth for Christ,

433 Camberwell Rd,
Camberwell 3124
Phone: (03) 29 3696

The Australian Ciiristun
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Holy Land Study Program
—Trevor Banks

Israel is an exciting place, es­
pecially for those visiting for the
first time. Prior to attending the
1988 Conference of Secretaries
of Christian World Commun­
ions I undertook a Highlights of
the Holy Land tour. With thehelp
of a knowledgeable tour guide I
had seen the holy land from the
Lebanese border to Masada, from
the Jordan river to the Mediterra­
nean shores. By doing this I
gained an overview of the country
and was ready to look at some
aspects of the land in greater
depth.

I appreciated the opportunity,
therefore, to participate in a Holy
Land Study Program, following
the conference, arranged, by St
George’s College, for people
who had attended the conference.
The Study had three sections:
Bethlehem, 'Jerusalem and Gali­
lee. We attended three lectures at
the College before going out to
our field work.
Bethlehem

After a briefing on the Church
of the Nativity we made a visit to
that church. We considered its
history and its architecture. We
were told of some of the people
associated with the church,
especially St Jerome and his
Bible translation work. While in
the Cave of the Nativity we sang
Christmas carols and prayed to­
gether.
Jerusalem

‘Jerusalem Through the
Ages’ occupied the morning and
‘The Church of the Holy
Sepulchre’ the afternoon. We
noted that Jerusalem is right on
the edge of the Judean wilderness
and were invited to consider what
that meant for Jesus and the Jew­
ish prophets.

We observed the City of
David, then explored it on foot,
thinking about the changes and
expansions of Jerusalem through
the ages. As we stood on the more
recently unearthed steps of ap­
proach to Herod’s Temple we
recited together the prayer of our
Lord, who would have also stood
on those steps.

The Church of the Resurrec­
tion is the name Orthodox Chris­
tians give to the complex better
known as the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre. Here we visited those
sites designated through the ages
as Golgotha and the tomb of
Christ. After visiting Golgotha we
paused in Prison of Christ chapel
to remember people held as hos­
tages. In this way we remembered
that Christ still suffers and that
many still do not realise the re­
demption he offers.

Excavations below the Arme­
nian St Gregory’s chapel have
revealed a very old place of wor­
ship, one which may perhaps have
been used by the very earliest
followers of The Way. Finally, in
this complex, we had recounted to
us the Orthodox ‘Service of the
Holy Fire’ traditionally con­
ducted on Easter Saturday. It was
a reaffirmation of our faith in the
Risen Christ

Galilee
Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee

and the area around Capernaum
were visited in the space of 12
hours (we set out Lhat morning at
7 o’clock). We also had time to
make a meal of ‘St Peter's fish’ as
we travelled by boat across the
Sea of Galilee. As we passed or
visited places the appropriate
passage was read from the Bible.

In Nazareth recent archaeologi­
cal work has revealed a very old
worship centre which incorpo­
rates a portion of a house with a
tomb underneath. Perhaps it was
the house where Mary and Joseph
and their family once lived.

Around Capernaum we visited
the seven springs, where Jesus
met his disciples after his resur­
rection, the place of the Miracle of
the Loaves and the Fishes and the
Mountof Beatitudes. This was the
area where Jesus taught, fed and 

commissioned his disciples. He
will do the same for people today
if we will allow him to.

The Holy Land Study Pro­
gram was three full days of learn­
ing in the land of the birth of our
faith. For those who wish to study,
to reflect, to worship, such a
course is recommended.

St George's College, Jerusa­
lem, is a centre in the holy land for
field work, study and reflection.
Although sponsored by the Angli­
can Church, it is an international
and ecumenical college. It offers
courses varying in length from
two weeks to ten weeks.

Further information is avail­
able in Australia from:

Rev. Roger Featherston,
10 Thomas St,
Hampton, Vic. 3188.

(501) 21The Australian Ciiristian
1988
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