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Reflecting th©
Person of Jesus

by Trevor Lawrie
its penalties, presented the charge and
’ ---3 a trial. Jesus' instinctive reaction

was that of a physician: the sinner
is sick, he needs not so much
a Doctor of Laws as a Doctor
of Medicine, cure is the one
aim above all others to be
sought." (H.E.Fosdick: The
Man from Nazareth, p. 131)
Thdre are numerous inci­

dents one could cite as ex­
amples from the gospels. One
from Luke 7:36-50 says it all.
Simon offers a typical response

of rejection to the woman as a sin­
ner and an outcast but she is accepted

by Jesus whoeven allows her to touch him.

The more I learn about Jesus the more I I its pel
amfascinatedbyhisprofbundunderstand- | began
ing of life, his total understanding of the
Scriptures and the Law, yet his com­
pletely different application of
his knowledge in revolution­
ary and new ways. It stag­
gers me that so many
people today still cannot
understand what he
was on about and what
Paul described as the
difference between
Law and Grace. (I am
not suggesting that I
understand everything ”
that Jesus taught but that I
am trying to break out of the kind of think­
ing that Jesus encountered in traditional­
ists of his day.)

It requires a quantum leap of faith to
bridge theenormous gap between accepted
or traditional ideas and the kinds of things
Jesus asks his hearers to accept. Or per­
haps what is required is a bolt of light
piercing the mind in a "Damascus road­
like" experience.

What enormous changes are taking place
in the world today. The jump from com­
munism to democracy until recently was
beyond imagining. These days I hold my
breath as new revelations unfold in Russia
and its satellite states, particularly in the
light of the Tiananmen Square massacre in
China. Mr Gorbachev has taken risks of
enormous proportion, some would sug­
gest uncalculated risks, for when forces of
liberty, freedom or whatever are unleashed
where does it end? Who can stop the insa­
tiable desire of a suppressed people to
reach for the stars, the ultimate in what
seemed just a few years ago an impossible
dream. But Mr Gorbachev has taken the
risk, albeit for economic reasons, he has
sought to steer a course far from that of the
old guard.

Jesus went against the tradition and
restrictions of his times. He sawhow people
could be liberated from their oppression.
His message was clear and simple enough
that the crowds heard him gladly. He was
one who took "risks". His attitude was just
the opposite of the religious leaders of his
day. "When legalists of the stricter sort
faced a disreputable sinner their instinc­
tive reaction was to assume the function of
judges. They established, as it were, a court­
room, announced the law and prescribed

"Reflecting the Person of Jesus" is the
SA Conference theme I have chosen for
this year. The world desperately needs to
see the real Jesus, not someone we make
him out to be. Too often we reflect our own
prejudices, quote our biased sources and
would prefer to die to maintain a "matter
of principle" rather than ad mit we may not
reflect the attitudes and actions of Jesus. Its
when you deal with the broken-hearted
face to face that everything seems so dif­
ferent.

It is imperative that we be like Jesus, that
we reflect his person. That's not easy! The
pressures and expectations to conform to
act in particular ways, the insecurities that
make us react instead of responding ap­
propriately, too often distort the image of
Jesus and leave a warped view. But its
absolutely essential that we live like Jesus
and that we seek to do all we can to reflect
the kind of person he showed himself tobe
while here on earth.

• Trevor Lawrie is the third of five children
bom to Mervand Mercy Lawrie. After leav­
ing school and farming forfouryears, Trevor
entered COB at 20. He graduated in 1962
and ordained into full-time ministry. (In
1988 he was awarded the ICEM Graduate
Diploma). Ministries have been with
churches at Barmera, Victor Harbor,
Mildura, and Dulwich-Rose Park United
Parish (a joint work of Churches of Christ
and the Uniting Church). Trevor was a
board member of the Uniting Church Re­
tirement Homes). Appointed to Magill in
1982, Trevor is married to Glenise. They
have three sons: Greg (an electronics en­
gineer), Craig (a Telecom technician) and
Shane (a graphic reproducer).
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KJ@ws
Like most churches, the Fairfield, NSW, church tries to get publicity In the media. But following an Item In
the local paper they found themselves In a big city dally, on radio and on TV. Then the government stepped
In. Ted Bjorem, minister at Fairfield, tells the story of...

To© Mych Publicity? °Jr\v/ at Started It All
The original article in the Fairfield Advance went under the
heading “Free Playgroup Cares for50 Fairfield Children".
Here are some extracts from that article by Gillian Button.

Elsie—A Mum Who Saw a Need

At Fairfield we have tried on
many occasions to get items
into the local paper. Usually
they fail to be printed or are
reduced to a small paragraph
in the "Community Happen­
ings" section. But once in a
while there is a response.

The local newspaper had
begun a series on local people
who had contributed much to
theircommunity as volunteers.
While visiting their office I
mentioned Elsie McNeill and
said I thought she would be a
good story. They took me up
on it.

Two days later the Sydney
Telegraph sent a team out and
did a small feature story, al­
though they used it to score
some political points about
welfare funding and put us in
an unfortunate light, making
those providing child care for
pay look bad ("Toddlers
locked up while mums go to
work"'). The next day one of
the top Sydney radio stations
phoned for an interview, al­
though no one from the church
heard them air it, so we don't
know if it was broadcast. Then
a team that produces a local TV
program came.

While they were filming in
stepped a lady from Youth and
Community Services an­
nouncing that we were unreg­
istered and in violation of the
law. Well, that was not correct.
We had made sure we were
within the law two years ago.
But a heavy from another TV
network seeking to score some
political points against the
Government made some
threats. The heat was up and
they sent out their hounds.
Well, it is all working out and
with much benefit.

The sad thing is the problem
of blind bureaucracy. The law
specifies you must have a col­
lege education to care for more
than two children without their
parents. Or all the parents must
be present as in a playgroup.
More, there is a space require­

ment of so much perchild. Now
I agree with all this, but here is
a lady who can handle children
better than most professionals,
has taught unruly children
social skills (a local infantshead
teacher said our kids were some
of the best adjusted that come
to her school). But due to the
law, instead of the 50 we now
cater for we'll have to drop it to
20. What do you do with the
other 30 children whose moth­
ers need some time-out, need
to let theirchildren play insome
real dirt, to socialise? That is
our pain.

Elsie McNeill is a woman
who saw a need and set out to
meet it. No-one in their right
mind would do what she
does—and sometimes she her­
self questions her sanity. I've
met others like her. People for
whom Christ is so central that
time and finances are of no
import. She is always available
to whomever, drug addicts, the
mentally disturbed and just
plain troubled mums.

Debbie Goodman is Elsie's
current helper. Debbie's mother
brought her by a couple of years
ago hoping to find something
to keep her occupied. She is a
person who needs "sheltered"
situations. She has proved to
be a valuable and dependable
helper. She now comes to
church regularly and is grow­
ing in her understanding of
God.

Three people have made
commitments to our Lord and
several more currently attend
our church because of this
program. About six different
nationalities attend currently,
mostly from the Middle East.

Recently another woman,
Mary Foster, began a craft time
with interested mothers as a
further outreach connected
with the program. It is doing
very well.

Several of the playtime moth­
ers and grandmothers (mostly
non-Christian) put in time help­
ing Elsie.

Elsie McNeill was serving
on the second-hand stall at
her church one day when she
was struck by the number of
children she could hear yell­
ing in nearby flats.

Believing they were chil­
dren cooped up inside with
nowhere to play, she decided
to open her own playgroup
where they could come free
of charge.

"When I started the play­
group in 1982, we just had
two children come for about
the fist six weeks," Elsie
laughed. "Thesedays wehave
50 on the roll."

Elsie is a volunteer worker
who runs her playgroup for
free. Held on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays in the grounds
of the Church of Christ, Fair-
field, the group is open to
anyone with preschool age
children.

"Everyone qualifies to
bring their children here—it
doesn't matter whether or no t
they are members of the
church," Elsie said.

"I originally began the
group for mothers who
needed a break from theirchil­
dren but didn't have the
money to pay for it."

The group is supervised by

A meeting was held by rep­
resentatives of the three
Churches of Christ Colleges
and their Boards to discuss
mattersof common interest and
closer co-operation.

It proved a cordial, construc­
tive and worth whilegathering.
We will pursue many of the
matters raised at a further
meeting tobe held early in 1990.

Elsie and a number of moth­
ers who volunteer their serv­
ices each week.

"We have a couple of
grandmothers who are regu­
lars, as well as many single
mothers," Elsie said.

The children take part in
activities including painting,
arts and crafts, play dough,
singing and dancing, educa­
tional lessons, face painting
and sand modelling.

They are encouraged to
wear their oldest clothes.

Elsie, who has a part-time
job as a driver for disabled
schoolchildren, denies she is
particularly selfless.

"I was just a mum who saw
a need. With three children of
my own, I'd had a lot of expe­
rience with child ren, and I en­
joyed it anyway.

"It is very fulfilling and
rewarding to see the children
developing—becoming able
to socialise with other chil­
dren." .

"People say to me, What's
the point in doing voluntary
work?!'

"Or 'You do voluntary
work? Aren't you good!'

"But you're rewarded all
the time, especially with chil­
dren."

We look for further develop­
ments in our co-operation in
the vital work of theological
education. We urge the mem­
bers of all of our churches to
give their constructive support
to the three colleges.

—Keith Farmer
(Principal, Churches of

Christ in NSW Theological
College)

College Co-operation
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Positive Steps
The Dawson St, Ballarat,

Vic, church has over the past
nine months been showing
signs of growth. Jonathan
James reported on the mood at
Dawson St recently to a com­
bined Ballarat Churches Board
meeting. A precis of this report
is included to show how an
historic church can again be a
lively congregation:

The last 6-9 months in the life
of the church have been some
of the most positive I can
remember. Alex and Ruth
Wilson concluded their minis­
try in late October, 1988, and
because of their personal min­
istry to them, several young
people were baptised by Alex
in the last month of his minis­
try. This set a very positive tone
in the church which has been
enhanced since.

"Kid's Praise 2", performed
by the Sunday School at the
end of1988, wasa great success
and completed a wonderful
year in the life of the Sunday
School. Over 250 attended,
double the normal congrega­
tion.

The annual Christmas Eve
service at 11 pm was a success
and centred around a birthday
party for Jesus.

1989 has continued in the
same vein with attendances
substantially up and with new
people coming every week. Jim
Cunningham was approached
and accepted an interim minis-

. ■

at Dawson St Biditofiian Balli
try which will conclude in
December 1989. Jim's contri­
bution has been wonderful and
his positive ministry and en­
thusiasm has been catchy. Jim
has great creative talents. An
example of this was on one
Sunday evening when the
theme was "Hands", Jim used
a puppet theatre and a clever
rhyme to illustrate his point.

Encouragement cards and
friendship pads have been in­
troduced to increaseouraware-
ness of others, especially visi­
tors. These have made a great
contribution to the life of the
church.

Recently the church lost two
beloved members. Their funer­
als were a great tribute to them
and to the strength of God's
love. It was also a great oppor­
tunity for the church to exer­
cise its caring and healing of
relationships ministry.

We have become very aware
this year of the large number of
people who contribute their
time and talents to the ministry
of the church. An example is
the CWF which recently held a
concert and raised over $1,000.
Half of the funds were given to
the church and the other half
was donated to Alan Hocking
and Youth Guidance.

Stephen Templeton, cur­
rently completing his training
at Carlingford College, has
accepted a call to commence
ministry with Dawson St com­
mencing early in 1990."

GUARANTEED USED CARS <

ftdiyKe Melon '
658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to “trade in' let TED
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long

experience in the trade
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW-TELL YOUR FRIENDS lmct«76

Everybody in Victoria's
youth scene loves "Hey, Hey,
It's Saturday"

So a few adventurous youth
leaders from Nunawading,
Doncaster, Ormond and Glen
Waverley,Vic,gottogetherand
planned an innovative "high
tech" take off—A Bidilonian
Ball.

Pictured is Kyall Sheppard
(alias Darryl Somers).

The night was packed with

fun for all of the 200 plus crowd.
There was Jackie McDonald,

a talking toilet to replace Ossie,
Red Faces, What Cheeses Me
Off segments and heaps more.

I wish to encourage and con­
gratulate the organisers on this
event. It took time, energy and
courage in it's planning and we
need more of this style of event
to help reach our youth.

—Andrew Ball
(Youth Director, DMED) 

Crossroads Commencing m
Heathmont

The Heathmont, Vic, Bap­
tist Church is to begin a Cross­
roads Club in August.

Crossroads Victoria is an
inter-denominational fellow­
ship seeking to cater for people
over 16 years of age with dis­
abilities and seeks to encour­
age individual growth, emo­
tionally and spiritually.

Currently Crossroads Clubs
operate at St Stephen's Aneli-
can Church, North Balwvn
Burwood Heights Uniting
Church, St Hilary's Anglican
Church at Kew, Brighton
Baptist Church, Mitcham
Baptist Church, Glen Waver-
nvUKlhng Church and the
Rokeby Baptist Church at
Warragul.

Regular club programs cover
a wide range of activities in­
cluding active and quiet games, 

crafts, music, cooking, garden­
ing, theme nights, visiting
speakers and entertainers,
nights out and devotions.

Day trips, weekend trips,
holidays and tours may be
organised

Interaction between able and
disabled persons is empha­
sised.

An information day isbeing
held on 5 August, 10 am to 3
pm, at the Arrabri Community
Centre, Allambanan Drive,
North Bayswater.

The first Heathmont Cross­
roads Club night will be held
on 24 August at the Heathmont
Baptist Church.

For further information on
Crossroads contact Peter on
(03) 725 0860, Gillian on (03)
870 4653 or Anne on (03) 728
1680.

(288 The Australian Christian
22 July 198®



Jahn Paver Returns to Take
up New Appointment

Chaplain (Air Commodore)
G.J. Crossman CUE, Chairman
of the Chaplaincy Module
Committee for the Repatriation
General Hospital, Heidelberg,
Vic, has announced the ap­
pointment of Dr John Paver as
Director of Clinical and Pas­
toral Education at the RGH
from January 1990.

Dr Paver's responsibility in

the setting up of the module
will include an emphasis on
palliative and oncology care.
His task is to facilitate the set­
ting of the module, to cover
selection and training of se­
lected hospital staff, clergy and
non-ordained people as Care
Facilitators.

It is hoped that this module
may become the main educa­
tion centre forClinical Pastoral
Education of the Department
of Veterans Affairs Hospitals
in the Eastern States.

John Paver brings to his
appointment a depth of rich
experiences in ministry since
his training at the College of
the Bible, Glen Iris, and ordi­
nation in 1965. He rendered
outstanding service as Direc­
tor of Pastoral Care and Educa­
tion at the Cancer Institute in
Melbourne from 1975-85. Cur­
rently he holds the appoint­
ment of Professor of Ministry,
Director of Field Education and
Acting Director of Doctoral
Studies at Lexington Theologi­
cal Seminary in Kentucky,
USA.

Minister in Hospital
Laurie Steele, the minister

of the Port Fairy, Vic, church, is
currently in the Warmambool
Base Hospital. Laurie was
badly injured in a fall while
bike racing with the Port Fairy
Cycling Club on 8 July and was
admitted to the intensive care 

ward with serious head inju­
ries. He has since made a very
good recovery and is now out
of intensive care and is confi­
dent of a full recovery in sev­
eral weeks time. On 12July his
wife, Annette, gave birth to
their fourth child, a daughter.

KMEELER DESIGN PTY LTD
ARCHITECTURE

PLANNING
INTERIORS

LANDSCAPE

CURRENT PROJECT
MAJOR ADDITIONS & ALTERATIONS

TO GLEN WAVERLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

TELEPHONE (03) 481 2293 OR 391 5598
234-236 DOUGLAS PDE,

NEWPORT, VIC 3015

The “Cult Buster” Cometh
Concerned Christians

Growth Ministries, a ministry
dealing with the cults, the oc­
cult and extreme Christian
fringe groups, is celebrating its
10th anniversary this year.

The Director is Adrian van
Leen, a Churches of Christ
minister, who has been called
many things, but one name
given by the media has stuck:
"Cult Buster".

Adrianhasbeen internation­
ally recognised as an expert on
the cults. Currently Adrian
writes a column "The Cultic
Connection" on a regular basis
in The Australian Christian.

CCG Ministries is sending

Adrian on a speaking tour to
South Australia and NewSouth
Wales during August and Sep­
tember. He still has some speak­
ing vacancies in his schedule.
His program co-ordinators in
South Australia are John and
Vai Main at 154 Mount Barker
Rd, Stirling 5152. Phone (08)
339 5950. Adrian will be in
South Australia 28 August to
11 September.

Adrian will be in New South
Wales 11-25 September and his
program co-ordinators are
Graham French and Gavin
Williams of Campaigners for
Christ, PO Box 1011, Parra­
matta 2150. Phone (02) 683 4400.

Birthday Celebration for “LW”
Former lay pastor at Owen,

SA, and now a Victor Harbor
member, Lance Marshman,
celebrated his 80th birthday
with 130 relatives and friends
on 25 June.

"LW", as he is affectionately
known in Owen, lived and
farmed in the district until his
second marriage, to Mrs Sis
Roberts formerly of Balaklava,
in 1978. The couple have re­
sided in Victor Harbor since
then.

Following the death of his
first wife, Ruby, in 1970, LW
became part-time pastor of the
Owen-LongPlainscircuitfrom
1971-77. This followed a life
timeof involvement in all areas
of the church, including elder
and lay preacher. He worked
enthusiastically and untiringly

! MILDURA 1
Church of Christ

I advises past members and I
i friends of its i
i Centenary

Celebrations
■ to be held Queen’s
i Birthday weekend
| 8-11 June 1990 |
| For details and registration i
! of interest forms please ‘
I contact Auralie Munro or I
| Laurie Stafford, c/o Mildura |
| Church of Christ, PO Box i
i 2797, Mildura 3502

Lance Marshman

in his ministry which was
appreciated by those within,
and outside, the church.

LW was church secretary for
20 years, he is a Justice of the
Peace and was heavily involved
in community affairs all of his
working life.

He has continued his active
involvement,including preach­
ing, in the Victor Harbor
church.

During the celebration his
three children John, Dorothy
and Ray took part, at one stage
giving away some family se­
crets in a ditty.

Others to speak included the
local minister Adrian Clark, a
bowling club representative
and a former Owen identity.

—Kaye Wray
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Jew and Christian

The Australian Christian6 (290)
22 July 1989

The bride and groom stand
beneath the chupa (canopy) in
a garden to exchange their
vows. The men in the wedding
party have the neat-fitting,
saucer-like yamulkas on their
heads, and the bridegroom's
yamulka is wedding white.

Not the kind of wedding
most Church of Christ minis­
ters have, but then Alan
Hirsch's case was a bit differ­
ent. Alan Hirsch, minister of
South Melbourne, Vic, church,
is a Jew.

The wedding was a Chris­
tian ceremony lovingly
planned to blend Jewish tradi­
tion with Christian beliefs, and
to express the value of long­
standing customs and practices
in the Jewish faith which were
dear to Alan's family, and with­
out which a wedding would
not seem likea wedding. It was
a symbol of caring and recon­
ciliation.

It has been a long journey of
faith for the boy who grew up
in South Africa, the son of a
Jewish hotelier, a prominent
citizens in a small town; a young
man who did his two bitter
years of compulsory service in
the army of South Africa, where
drugs were dirt cheap. Ciga­
rettes and alcohol had been
easily available too, and Alan
Hirsch had tried them all.

A friend from National Serv- 

by saying: "This is Lawrence—
he's a photographer." With
Alan, they could say once, "This
is Alan—he's studying theol­
ogy-" Studying theology is a
great thing for a Jewish young
man to be doing. But now...
what can they say now? Alan is
philosophical about it all. "I feei
a sense of privilege that I have
made it to the Christian faith—
not many Jews ever do."

South Melbourne is a chal­
lenge. It has a newly-arrived
yuppy class, elderly and shut-
in people, street kids on booze
and the dole, and social disad­
vantaged people in Housing
Commission accommodation.
It is an inner-suburban area
facing enormous change and
redevelopment. Alan and
Debbie talk of building a com­
munity—a supportive environ­
ment for discipleship and out­
reach.

And if qualities of caring,
understandingand reconciling
are going to do it. South Mel­
bourne may have just the right
team for the job.

—Bronwyn Hickman

icedays became a Christian and
gave up drugs, and Alan was
challenged with Christ. He had
to make a difficult choice. "My
parents were not very relig­
ious," he recalls, "but I had to
turn my back on a culture, a
way of life. In the last war
people died because they were
Jews; how could I give it up -
just like that? It seemed too
easy!"

For the older members of his
family, who had come mainly
from Eastern Europe, the idea
was unthinkable. His Latvian
grandmother could remember
the waves of anti-semitism af­
ter every Easter—against the
"Christ-killers"...some Jews
would be killed, a few Jewish
girls raped, some buildings
burned down, and life would
settle down to normal agin.
How could a Jew abandon his
heritage to join with Christians?

Alan was not comfortable
with the traditional attitudes
of the Jewish faith—an ancient
religion in a modern culture.
How could one live kosher in
today's world? Christianity
may not always have adapted
well, but it had certainly done
better than Judaism.

Alan Hirsch come to Austra­
lia with his family at the age of
24. Already he had been chal­
lenged by the Gospel; soon after
his arrival, while a group of
friends prayed for him, he says:
"I was filled with the Spirit in
the most marvellous way...an
immersing...a feeling better
than any drug could induce—
so clean and pure and holy. It
was a great conversion experi­
ence."

There had never been a time 

Les Lawlor says
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personallv-all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditional
guaranteed! Weeds-birds on roofs-Argentine and all other
ants— white ants’’-borers-^arpet pests-lawn pests n fact
any pest that grows, walks or flies. P I5, ln,act-

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
_____ Phone (08) 43 9636

when Alan had not believed
there was a God. But this was a
whole new phase of his life.
"The wonder of what it means
to be a Christian really capti­
vates me," he says.

He began work with Scrip­
ture Union, then started to
study for the ministry at the
interdenominational Bible
College of Victoria. In January
thisyearhemarried Debra, and
soon afterwards they began
part-time ministry . in South
Melbourne.

What of Jewish traditions
now? Alan still shares with his
parents the special feasts and
celebrations of the Jewish faith,
such as Passover, which is like
Christmas for many people -
more of a family celebration
than a religious occasion. And
the Sabbath? "It is written into
Creation itself. We need to
ponder God. Keeping the Sab­
bath is a way to find time to do
it."

It is still not easy for Alan's
family. His brother became a
Christian too. Relations can
introduce him to their friends 

Barbara Kennedy
6 Sharp Place,
MELBA 2615
Phone (062)581360

Advance^bookings appreciated

VISITING CANBERRA?
Stay with a Church Family

| A number of Canberra church families offer accommoda-1
p tion in their homes at basic bed and breakfast ratestohelp n
n raise funds for “Home Mission” extensions In the ACT. !

If you would like to enjoy friendly “one of the family" hospitality ■
I in Canberra write for particulars to:
I Pat & Warwick Wright
128 Kldston Crescent,
g CURTIN 2605
| Phone (062)81 3088
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“Restoratoom
©r Rum?”

At the Ministers' Associa­
tion Theological Conference
at the new Churches of Christ
Theological College at
Mulgrave, Vic, held in May, Dr
Keith Farmer spoke to 83 min­
isters on the need for renewal
in Churches of Christ.

He explained that our
churches are at the crossroads.
"There is a great need for resto­
ration, a recovery of spiritual
and church health through
renewal, leading to vitality and
growth."

Dr Farmer pointed out that
congregations that have lost the
urgency and primacy of evan­
gelism in a vital and contempo­
rary way are gradually dying.
He commented, 'The effective­
ness of a theological college in
preparing people for ministry
depends more on spiritual vi­
tality and renewal of students
and faculty than anything else
or everything else put to­
gether." These impressions
were backed up by statistics
culled from conference hand­
books and from his own obser­
vations.

The challenge to restoration
was presented in terms of—

• A biblical challenge. We
need to return to our first love
(Revelation 2).

• A historical challenge. We
were reminded that the Resto­
ration Movement in the US
began in the context of revival
and renewal.

• A frontier movement. The
key to our movement in early
days was that it was strongly
evangelistic.

• The need for personal spiri­
tual growth was emphasised.
In particular, ministers and
those in training for ministry
should be growing more like
Jesus. They should have a
strong quiet centre of prayer
and peace and with that a strong
compassion to save the lost. (It
is significant now that the
church growth movement is
embracing a strong emphasis
on spirituality.)

• Spiritual growth and out­
reach must be essential.

—Barry Jenkins

Fire Partially Destroys Mackay Church

Office secretary Chris Harrison In the remains of the church office

Police believe fire on 23 June
which destroyed the office,
library and foyer area of the
Mackay, Qld, church was de­
liberately lit.

Acting Officer-in-charge of
Mackay police criminal inves­
tigations branch Sergeant Ian
Powell said the fire could have
been the work of youths or
children.

The church building which
was opened two years has been
a prime target for vandals.

Mackay Fire Brigade chief
Mike Hall said about 10% of
the building was gutted by fire
andanother60% wasdamaged
by heat and smoke.

Fire Brigade units from
North Mackay and the head­
quarters were at the church just
four minutes after the first call
at 10.16 pm and the men had
theblaze under control by 10.28
pm.

The mopping up operation
began early the next morning
although for insurance reasons
much of the work could not be
started until the damage had
been professionally assessed.

Minister Norm Flett said the
response from the community
and local churches has been
overwhelming. He said that 

many churches had offered to
help in practical ways and it
was encouraging to see people
pulling together in times like
these.

Although the church office
was completely gutted the loss
of equipment is insured.

The permanent damage to
the church historical records
has been great.

Erie Nielson (deceased), one
of the founding members, after
whom the church library was
named, kept meticulous rec­
ords from the church's begin­
nings in 1937 and although
summaries had been made of
the minutes and notes for the
church's 50 th anniversary,
many of the original minute
books and other records were

lost.
Services were held in the

Playgroup area the first Sun­
day after the fire and by 2 July
half the auditorium was clean
enough for services.

BICHENO, TASMANIA
Seaiz/eiv Camp

Units for hire
Powered sites

Group camping
Tennis court

An area of great
scenic attraction

Manager:
Phone: (003) 75 1247

Department of Mission,
Education and

Development — Vic.-Tas.

IAN F. KNIGHT, ll.b., b.com.

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
REGISTERED TAX AGENT

10 BEST STREET
NORTH FITZROY 3068
PHONE (03) 481 0854 

Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates & Wills,
Taxation, Personal Injuries, Business

& Company Law
48 MADIGAN DRIVE

GLEN WAVERLEY 3150
PHONE (03) 561 5879
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Letters are limited to 200
words

LOVE HOMOSEXUALS?
To the Editor,

I suggest Huon Byard ("AC"
3 June) not consider showing
love and compassion towards
homosexuals just because God
commands him to, but rather
he show love and compassion
because he himself wants to.
Huon Byard's problem paral­
lels that of Jonah and his atti­
tude towards the people of
Nineveh. Jonah was a poor
example of obedience.

I have been the wife of a
minister for 10 years. In that
time I have opened our home
to sexual deviates, homosexu­
als, criminals, alcoholics and
their "caretakers", mentally
and emotionally ill persons,
and juvenile offenders. Some
of these people have lived with
us. I also have two young chil­
dren of my own.

The boy with us at present is
a juvenile offender. We do not
always agree with their
thoughts, words or actions but
we accept and love them un­
conditionally.

We see no need to impose
our beliefs upon them. We do
however, offer them a mutual
contract of trust, unconditional
love and a healthy approach to
discipline which is authorita­
tive notauthoritari an. They live
under our roof and witness
Christian living in thought,
word and action. Many have
abandoned their previous life

MALVERN/
CAULFIELD
CENTENARY

20 August j
10.30 am Worship &

Communion
Guest speaker

Graeme Chapman
12.30 pm Fellowship Dinner

Speaker: Conference
President Miss Phyl Davis

A warm welcome to all
former members and friends I

RSVP 9 August to
Alan Gray

Flat 6
16 Sutherland Rd
Armadale 3143

Phone (03) 509 6140

style and accepted Christ as
Saviour. Love and compassion
that works must be uncondi­
tional, based on trust, and posi­
tive.

—Debby Wyllie
(Maylands, WA)

LEAVING THE MINISTRY
To the Editor,

I am sure that Malcolm Gray
("AC" 20 May) meant well in
his article on "Leaving the
Ministry" as he has had a posi­
tive attitude towards those who
have sought to be ministers
over the years.

But, like your correspondent
Ben Croydon ("AC" 17 June), I
would have to ask some of the
same questions.

Always there have been
those who have looked nega­
tively either at churches or
ministry, and not without rea­
son. We should be quite angry
about these matters, but beyond
that we stand thankful for the
many loyal and faithful people
who are called to serve their
fellows, despite the very hu­
man things that have so often
appeared. One only needs to
read the New Testament for
examples of churches and of
people who found it difficult to
see beyond their own needs
when greater opportunities
awaited them.

I am personally grateful for
all that my own congregation
did when I was young, and
that later I was able to be of
some use in Australia and New
Zealand and recognised that
beyond all else it was and is
God's gift of grace in accepting
me that makes all the differ­
ence as I continue to be one
with his people.

—Bruce Bum
(Morwell, Vic)

APPRECIATION FROM
GISBORNE

To the Editor,
I write to express my appre­

ciation to the many individuals
and churches who generously
supported me in my recent 50
km walk from Melbourne to
Gisborne. To date $3,300 has
been received in sponsorship
forthebuildingoftheGisborne
church and gifts are still being
received towards the goal of

$5,000.
Paul wrote to the Philippian

church when he received sup­
port from them: "My God shall
supply all your need, accord­
ing to his riches in glory by
Christjesus." (Philippians 4:19)
May each individual and
church who has supported us
know the truth of that promise.

Your article on my walk
("AC" 3 June) mentioned that
our proposed new facility has
seating for 22! Even though we
are into small groups at
Gisborne, that figure should
have an 0 added to it!

There is much anticipation
in our church as the first sod for
our building will be "turned"
in a matter of days.

—Ray Smith
(Gisborne, Vic)

THE NATURE OF
SCRIPTURE

To the Editor,
Recent letters on the role of

women in the church have
opened up a different, though 

related issue. The discussion
hasgonebeyond interpretation
of Scripture to one's beliefs
about the nature of Scripture.
Ron Graham ("AC" 17 June)
argues that we are free to de­
cide that in the NT "some things
are nearer the centre than oth­
ers". Thus we can ignore the
statements about women in 1
Timothy 2 because it is pre­
sumably a peripheral work, not
written by Paul. But how does
one decide what the "centre" is
and how far from this centre an
author's teaching must be be­
fore we can i gnore it? This looks
like a slide into subjectivism.

Ron argues that there is no
"Christian doctrine of Scrip­
ture". By this I meant in my
letter ("AC" 18 March) the be­
lief that Scripture is wholly
trustworthy in all that it says.
This belief has been held by the
majority of Christians from the
earliest days of the church. This
doctrine of Scripture arises
from Scripture's own self-at­
testation and the conviction that

8 (292)

Lefcs Grom Twfcs

The Australian Christian

—Tertius

22 July 1^89

Church GoSing
To the Editor,

The speaker at a recent seminar rather startled me. He said that
most people don't go to church to worship God or to hear the
truth, but to have their needs met.

I didn't believe him until he began to list those needs. The need
for friendship and comfort and support. The need for a spiritual
shot in the arm". The need for satisfaction in one's duty being

well and truly done. The need to avoid guilt arising from staying
away. The need to keep one's eternal life insurance from lapsing.

Apart from my wife keeping me on "the straight and narrow",
I wondered what need kept me at church. I think it is the need I
feel for my wife and myself and ourfamilytobe part of something
solid and real and dependable and 'fair dinkum" in our sort of
phoney world. Of course I've always thought that I go to church
to worship God! j b b

So I am left wondering why so many of us apparently don't go
to church primarily to worship God. Has living in a consumer
society sent us automatically to church as consumers rather than
g'vers, customers rather than worshippers?

nd “People'sprimary reason for going to church is to have
their needs met, either the church isn't offering what the mass of

"‘ees thinkJhey need, or the absentees haven't found out yet
anyhow?ChUrCh meet their needs- And whose fault iS “

thesequEKan S°me passinS theolo8ian int0 answering

Yours hopefully,



Letters to the Editor__________
God is the ultimate source of
Scripture, that God so guided
the biblical authors that their
words were his Word, infal­
lible and entirely to be believed
and trusted.

If this belief is jettisoned one
is free to pick and choose which
parts of the NT one will believe
and obey. If we hold fast to this
doctrine of Scripture we will
believe that God inspired both
1 Timothy 2:11-15 and 1
Corinthians 11:5-13. We then
return to responsible exegesis
of all relevant passages, inter­
preting them in their literary
and historical contexts and
against a wider Biblical theol­
ogy-

One could hope that the re­
sult will be a coherent, inte­
grated view of God's will for
women and men in his church.

—Michael Hannah
(Cranebrook, NSW)

[This letter is longer than the
normal200 word limit to Letters
to the Editor. It has been al­
lowed because of the impor­
tance of the discussion and the
impossibility of retaining the
argument if cut.—Editor]

HANDBOOKS,
HISTORIES WANTED

To the Editor,
I am writing to ask if any

readers have old Conference
Handbooks or histories of local
churches that they would be
willing to give to me. I enjoy
reading them and looking at
what happened in the past. Any
back copies of this type of
material, including magazines
I would very much appreciate.

I am living in Melbourne and 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
60TH ANNIVERSARY

Sat 28 Oct 7 pm
Dinner

Sun 29 Oct 10.30 am
Worship Service and

Luncheon
* Midland Town Hall * *

Enquiries:
Rodney
Raymond
(09) 294 3887
PO Box 1290
Midland 6056

am working however I do have
some disabilities and I am
unable to spend a lot on buying
copies. Due to several moves in
where I live I have lost some of
the past copies that I possessed.

Could any copies that read­
ers are able to spare be sent to
me, c/o The Australian Chris­
tian, PO Box 101, Essendon
North 3041?

—Malcolm Bird
(Melbourne, Vic)

ACTIONS NEEDED
To the Editor,

Alan Matheson hopes "some
good sermons" are waiting to
be liberated from three current
reports ("Comment", "AC" 8
July).

1 would hope that not only
sermons will becreated but that
some action will result, show­
ing the world that the church
(and therefore God) cares about
the problems of society. Too
many ministers fail to lead their
congregations out of the self-
indulgent introspection that
sometimes passes today as true
religion. I n this way they are no
better than the secular society
which demands instant gratifi­
cation and an endless supply of
good feelings.

The church grows and flour-

NAILSWORTH ’
Church of Christ

celebrates its
70th Anniversary

AH past members and
friends are Invited

Guest speaker: Peter de Wild!

Saturday, 12 August, at 7 pm
“Welcome Back to Nailsworth"

Sunday, 13 August
10.30 am Thanksgiving Service

followed by
Fellowship Luncheon

6.30 pm Evening Worship
Service

For further details contact:
Russell Mountford
42 Newbon St
Nailsworth 5083
Phone (08) 344 3793
For catering purposes
RSVP by 31 July

ishes when it is communicat­
ing the good news outward as
well inward, when there is
more emphasis on others than
on self and when its programs
are designed to show a practi­
cal caring gospel which can
challenge and change people.
If ministers cannot see this then
God help us all.

—Beverley White
(Anglesea, Vic)

AMERICAN AND
AUSTRALIAN
CHURCHES

To the Editor,
I appreciate Don Stewart's

"Comment" ("AC" 20 May) on
relationships between
Churches of Christ and the
Disciples. His article has also to
do with the independent Chris­
tian Churches and the non-in-
strumental Churches of Christ.

I would read the American
scene a little differently from
Don at two points, whilst rec­
ognising the difficulty of gen­

eralising when there isso much
variety within each of these.

One, re the Disciples: I would
give less weight to the General
(National) Assembly (which
meets two-yearly) and more to
the regional (state) structures
of the church than he does
(though the General Assembly
and the General Board are
probably more powerful than
the Australian Federal Confer­
ence and Federal Executive).

Two, re the Churches of
Christ: Of the four main em­
phases that the Campbell/
Stone/Scott movement made,
namely restoration, unity, lib­
erty and evangelism, liberty or
the independence of the local
congregation is a marked fea­
ture of all three churches. The
lack of cohesion in the move­
ment at large, to which Don
refers, is seen to some extent in
all three divisions, I think espe­
cially in the Churches of Christ.

—Ronald Graham
(Johnston, Iowa, USA)

CHURCHES OF CHRIST
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE
invites YOU and your FRIENDS

to a SHORT COURSE on SPIRITUALITY
This highly relevant and popular course is being
offered at the Mulgrave Campus over six Monday
evenings beginning on Monday, 7 August 1989, by
Graeme Chapman, our College Lecturer in Chris­
tian Thought and History.

Bring A Friend!
It will add new dimensions to your thinking and
will stimulate your spiritual growth.

Don’t Delay—Enrol Today!
To register:
Contact Graeme Wigney on (03) 790 1000
40-00 Jacksons Road, Mulgrave, Vic 3170
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THE TABLE OF LOVE
by Andrew Augustine
(Vital Publications) $6

Andrew Augustine, of the Chelsea,
Vic, church, is concerned that those who
are called to preside at the communion
table do so in a orderly and thought out
way. This book is a series of communion
talks that could be used by presidents
that are based on the sacrificial death of
Jesus Christ on the cross. There are 41
communion address that are all suitable
to be used either in full or as the basis for
reflections by a president. Two of the

communion addresses are related specifically to Easter, however
the remainder are suitable for any occassion.

Andrew Augustine, in his introduction, is concerned that
presidents are aware of the privilege and responsibility that they
have. It would pay everyone presiding in our churches to read his
short introduction and reflect on the way they prepare them­
selves for the task of leading communion. In the introduction
there are also some helpful sample prayers for various segments
of a worship service.

An excellent series of communion addresses.
The Table of Love is obtainable fof $6 plus postage from Mrs

E.M. Rankine, Secretary, Federal Literature Department, 5
Atkins Ave, Glen Iris 3146. Phone (03) 889 2881.

ADONIRAM JUDSON
by Faith Coxe Bailey (Moody Press) $6.50

One of a series of books on heros of the faith. Written for a
juvenile audience, they can also be informative for the adult
without time for more in depth biographies. The book is well
paced and informative. More exciting than any Saturday morn­
ing heroes. Adoniram Judson's life was illustrative of the de­
mands that come with Christian witness on the leading edge of
missions.

Four years without a convert, several more before a church was
begun. He faced opposition at every turn. Even before he began
his mission he was imprisoned while on his way to England to
raise funds. The French "took" the British ship he was on and
because all English sound alike, placed him in irons and sent him
to France. Nor was that the end of his prison experiences.

Adoniram Judson made the first, and considered by all the best,
translation of the Bible into Burmese. He also developed a gram­
mar that is the standard in Burma to this day.

Read a chapter a day with your family or for yourself (if you
can). There are a few big words for young readers (e.g. adroitness,
querulously). Additionally the book could use a map or two and
for young people there is an absence of pictures.

Books • Bibles • Records • Cassettes • Music • Gifts
Discount Prices, Mall & Phone orders welcome, Credit cards accepted.

Christian Video Library
Movies for Youth, Children, General audiences. Studies by top speakers.

IB-26 Canlertury Rd. Healhmont, Vic. 729 3777
200 Huntingdale Road. Eat! Oaklelgh. Vic. 544 5844

65 Grenfell Street Adelaide. SA 223 4249
2422 Lcgan Rd. Eight Mile Plains. Old. 341 8500

WORD bookstore

I BB.J1MESC.
! 11011m
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IT’S YOUR MOVE

Ten Questions Older People Should Ask Before Leaving Home
This 36 page booklet has been prepared and published by the

Wesley Central Mission in Melbourne (148 Lonsdale St, Mel­
bourne 3000 Phone (03) 662 2355). It is written for older people
pondering whether or not they should move from their homes
into retirement units, hostels, nursing homes or special accom­
modation houses. A thoroughly researched booklet, it starts with
the question, "Is staying in my own home the best for me?" Some
of the other issues raised are one's friends, one's reaction to visits
to such places, one's personal independence, one's health and
financial situation. The document also lists types of accommoda­
tion available. —GRS

\w@©
GROWING TOGETHER
by Graeme and Julia Cann

Graeme and Julia Cann from the El Kanah Christian Commu­
nity have produced an excellent marriage enrichment seminaron
video. The video has six sessions covering the basic marriage en­
richment themes of communication, conflict resolution, anger
and forgiveness, intimacy, sexuality and priorities in marriage.
Graeme and Julia are very natural in their presentation, comfort­
able with their subjects and their experience in conducting these
seminars is obvious. The content of the input is excellent.

The seminar has a Christian thrust and is based on a style of
marriage enrichment developed by David and Vera Mace which
involves "dialoguing". Following some input by the leaders,
couples are encouraged to talk with one another (dialogue) about
aspects of their own relationship. This is modelled by the Canns
and other couples attending the seminar at El Kanah, and those
using the video are encouraged at various points to stop the video
and do their own dialoguing. The course provides an excellent
resource for those churches who can not get enough couples
together for a major weekend seminar but are prepared to use a
loungeroom to take three to eight couples through a marriage
enrichment event using the video. Some churches could well run
a small group of couples through the video series every year as
part of their ongoing family life education program.

The double video pack costs $95 to buy or $35 to hire and is
available from New Hope Ministries, PO Box 160, Burwood
3125- —Brian and Joan White
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Nigerian Wedding in Vanuatu

Peter Schulz and Yinka Yemi and Kerry Schulz

An unusual thing happened
on our little island of Ambae in
Vanuatu. Yinka, our local
doctor, who is from Nigeria,
decided to marry his girlfriend
Yemi, who was back in Nige­
ria.

Yemi arrived on 21 March
and the wedding was planned
for the same day. Yinka had
become very good friends of
everyone in the area and we
felt privileged to be asked to be
his attendants.

We all wore traditional Ni­
gerian dress and there are not
many weddings where the
bride and the groom have to
dress their attendants. Lyall
Muller took part in the service
and Jill Muller put on a beau­
tiful reception after.

The service was held at Lo-

“Celebrating God’s
Goodness”

70th Anniversary
Ringwood

Church of Christ
at Karralika Theatre

Mines Rd, Ringwood
10.30 am

Sunday, 3 September
(note change of
date and time)

Speaker: Brian White
For more details and to

register for catered meal
phone Bruce and Pat Greig,

(03)870 4414

vanualikoutu Church of Christ.
1,000 came to witness the event
and they weren't disappointed.
The service was a great time of
rejoicing and praising God.

It was the most talked about
event of the year.

The sad part is that Yinka
and Yemi were transferred to
Santo six weeks after they were
married due to drastic cuts in
the health budget. They are
both enjoying life in Santo and
often fellowship with Roger
and Jill Bawden.

—Kerry Schulz

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Hostel Suites

PHONE (03) 786 8679
Walting List Now Open

Chinese Church Resurgent
A month after the Beijing

massacre the campaign to
punish the leaders of the pro­
democracy movement has left
the Chinese church relatively
unscathed. Instead there are
reports of a buoyant mood
among local believers. Students
are turning to Christianity in
considerable numbers and
demand for evangelistic tracts
has increased.

One house church leader in
the coastal city of Xiamen said,
"It has never been easier to
witnessforChristin China than
during this past month." He
added, "We are the only group
in this society thatstill has hope
for the future. Everyone else
lost hope on 4 June and they
want to know why we are not
depressed."

It is among students that
initial evangelistic successes
have been reported. Many at­
tribute the resurgence to ag­

gressive evangelism conducted
among students at the height
of the demonstrations. House
church Christians assiduously
gave out tracts in Tiananmen
Square in May. One leader
even held open-air meetings.
Chri s tian 1 iteratu re d is tribution
agencies report urgent de­
mands for literature and Bibles
and have few restrictions
placed on delivery.

There are however indica­
tions that tougher times may
be co ming. The government has
forbidden the monitoring of
foreign radio broadcasts, in­
cluding gospel broadcasts. The
official church leadership could
soon be pressed into affirming
the government version of re­
cent events. This could put the
Three-Self church in a difficult
dilemma. In a 23 May state­
ment they supported the stu­
dents as "patriotic" and "rea­
sonable".

Poland Grants Official Status
to C ©f C Church

On 12 February 1988 the
Polish Government officially
registered the Churches of
Christ/Christian Churches as
an independent church under
the name "Kosciol Zborow
Chrystuso wych" (The Church
of the Congregations of
Christ).

As a fully independent
church they willbe able to carry
their mission to the Polish
people. The US Department
of Missions/Polish Ministry,
under the leadership of Paul
Bajko,hasbeen supporting the
Polish churches for the last 35
years.

In order to register the church
and to have rights to purchase
properties, lead different activi­
ties likea Bible Seminary, Chris­
tian Service Camp, establish
new congregations, have
homes for senior citizens and
to take care of legal matters the
churches selected an executive
committee of five ministers.
Those selected were Henryk
Sacewicz, Ryszard To­
maszewski, Paul Wrobel, 

Kostek Jakoniuk and Peter
Karel. In addition to their
ministries in their own local
congregations, they will co­
ordinate work such as training
preachers, Sunday School
teachers, sending out evangel­
ists and start new mission
places etc.

Each local congregation is
fully independent.

Their greatest initial need is
a building that will house a
Mission centre for publishing
Christian magazines, literature
and books, preparing Sunday
School materials and training
teachers, space for cassettes and
videocassettes, which will serve
all the churches, and for a cor­
respondence Bible Seminary
anticipating 50 students in
September.

The Polish churches will
need to build orbuy new facili­
ties which will cost about
$US95,000.

Most of this will be raised by
American churches because of
the current economic situation
in Poland.
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Each year more than
45,000 different Christian
book and magazine titles
come off printing presses.

Continuing fighting In
both Sudan and Ethiopia
will jeopardise crop har­
vests in both countries
according to the London­
based Christian Aid. The
United Nations Food and
Agricultural Organisa­
tion Sudan would have
harvested 4.3 million
tonnes of coarse grains,
1 million more than the
bumper harvest of
1986-87. In Ethiopia, the
predicted harvest was
7.46 million tonnes, 14%
higher than that 1987-88
season. This Is still be­
low normal requirements
andthereforesubstantial
food aid will still be re­
quired.

The Protestant Church in
Senegal has appealed for
relief aid to assist over
40,000 Senegalese who
have been repatriated from
Mauritania in the aftermath
of the ethnic conflict be­
tween the two countries.

MARC Europe has fixed
15 October as the date
for the first-ever census
of every churchgoer In
England. As well as giv­
ing numbership the cen­
sus will Identify regional
trends In church-going
and the kinds of people
that go to church.

In England more than 30
different events were
planned for the 500th anni­
versary of the birth of Tho­
mas Cranmer on 2 July.

Leningrad Is to have a
second major Baptist
church building. This has
been made possible by
the city authorities’ han­
dover of a former Old
Believers church, not
used for public worship
since the 1920s. The new
ch urch will be called "The
Temple of the Gospel” to
serve a congregation of
500-700.

The Hungarian Politburo
has approved the re-estab-
lishmentof religious orders,
and announced that the
new law on religious free­

dom cancels all previous
government decrees re­
garding religious affairs.
Regular religious services
have started up in a lead­
ing Budapest mental hos­
pital and prison sentences
for 73 conscientious objec­
tors have been suspended.

The United Evangelical
Church In Poland has
divided into 4 parts—the
Church of Congregations
of Christ, Church of
Christians of Evangelical
Faith, the Pentecostal
Church and Church of
Evangelical Christians.
According to a report
from the Polish Ecumeni­
cal Council, the reasons
for the dissolution had to
do with “problems con­
nected with growing dif­
ficulties within individual
groups".

A "Prayer Mountain" mod­
elled after that in South
Korea is being built in An­
tipolo, in the Philippines.
Complete with prayer cu­
bicles, huts and chapels,
the 2 ha site will provide a
haven for Christians to re­
treat for prayer, fasting,
worship, meditation and
counselling.

A recently converted
Kurdish leader, among
100,000 refugees from
Iraq now In Turkey, has
become a Christian and
Is helping to translate the
New Testament. He Is
reported to have said,
“The Koran says noth­
ing, but says It beauti­
fully; the New Testament
says deep things, but
says it simply."

The Bible is to be the sub­
jects a 13 part TV series in
the Indian state of Kerala in
what its Christian sponsors
see as "a great effort to
bring to light the cultural
heritage of various relig­
ious groups in India".

A large group of Danish
Pentecostal Christians,
who had been travelling
with Danish evangelist
Johnny Noer on a mis­
sionary tour of the Bal­
kans, are being held In a
campsite near the Bul­
garian capital of Sofia,
where they have been

restricted by Bulgarian
authorities since early
June.

Controversy is disrupting
the church in Vietnam over
the issue of whether a
house church organisation
should have the right to
establish itself in a proper
church building.

In reaction to volatile
political, economic and
religious conditions,
Operation Mobilization
has pulled the last of Its
workers out of Nepal.
Over 25 foreign workers
will leave Katmandu.
They will not be return­
ing until at least the end
of the year.

The Greek Orthodox
Church has taken the un­
usual step of setting up its
own blood bank on Crete
because of an acute short­
age of donor blood. The
bank has been set up be­
cause of the fear among
many Greeks of contract­
ing AIDS by donating blood.

The number of Christians
in Jerusalem has
dropped by 16%slncethe
end of World War II. There
are now only 14,000
Christians in a total popu­
lation of about 500,000.
Many Christians have
emigrated to Europe and
the US.

The Worldwatch Institute
estimates that there are at
least 12 million environ­
mental refugees, equalling
the number of officially
recognised refugees. En­
vironmental refugees have
been made homeless be­
cause of environmental
decline.

Attendances averaged
more than 20,500 at each
of the first three nights of
the Mission 89 crusade
with Billy Graham in
London. A total of 6,404
responded publicly to the
Invitation to make a
commitment to Christ
over these nights.

Americans believe that it is
important to read the Bible,
yet only one out of four
Americans reads the Bible
more than once a week,

and half do not read it at all,
according to a recent sur­
vey. Only 12% read the
Bible every day.

Michael Chang (17), who
beat Stefan Edberg in the
French Open final to
become the youngest
ever winner of a tennis
Grand Slam tournament,
publicly spoke of his
Christian faith several
times during his amaz­
ing tournament in Paris.

Evangelical churches in the
US and Canada are pre­
paring for an influx of Chris­
tians fleeing Hong Kong to
countries where they can
be assured of freedom to
practise and express their
religious beliefs.

A record amountof Scrip­
tures were distributed to
Muslims in North India
this spring through proj­
ect RUN (Reaching Un­
reached Neighbours).
More than 95,500 New
Testaments, 330,800
Gospels, 9,826 Gospel
recordings and 2.5 mil­
lion Gospel leaflets were
distributed. The film The
Life of Jesus was
screened 201 times with
close to 60,000 viewers.
240 have written to OM
India to request a special
Bible correspondence
course written for Mus­
lims.

The USSupreme Court has
rejected an appeal from a
member of the Christian
Science faith. The action
clears the way for criminal
prosecution of a mother
who relied on prayer, rather
than modem medicine, to
treat her sick child.

The World Home Bible
League is teaming up
with three evangelical
ministries to produce a
hymnal for the house
church movement of
China that will revive a
dying custom—that of
learning scripture
through song. This Is the
first hymnal in a decade
solely for distribution in
Chinese home churches.

pie World Home Bible
League’s New Testament
project Brazil New Life is

seeing 1,300,000 re­
sponses of people making
a decision for Christ follow­
ing the 13 million New
Testaments that have been
supplied. Churches are
reporting that 60% of their
new converts are brought
into the local church directly
through the Brazil New Life
project.

Thousands of African
children, particularly
from West Africa, face
uncertain futures in Brit­
ain due to wide break­
ings of the private foster
law. Save the Children
Fund knows of 2,300
West African children
placed with foster fami­
lies in Britain through
magazine advertise­
ments. It believes there
are many more.

10 tonnes of high protein
biscuits were airlifted from
Australia to Mozambique
on 6 July. The emergency
food is desperately needed
in the northern part of Tete
Province where malnutri­
tion is high in remote vil­
lages accessible only by
air. The flight has been
made possible by a grant
of $250,000 from the Aus­
tralian International Aid and
Development Bureau.

Theworld'spopulatlonls
again experiencing rapid
growth. According to the
Population Reference
Bureau the world's popu­
lation will be 5.2 billion
by mld-1989. In little more
than 2 years the earth’s
population has grown by
almost 250 million.

Foreign aid from rich coun­
tries to third world coun­
tries went up in 1988. Aid
from the industrialised
countries to third world
nations rose by 6.7% last
year according to the
OECD. The OECD esti­
mated that last year devel­
oping countries paid 15.1%
more in interest and divi­
dends to the industrialised
world than in 1987.

The average English cat
costs about $250 a year
to feed—more than the
average Income of the 1
billion people in the 15
poorest nations.
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Buy-A-Brick Scheme
Those who attended the

South Australian Conference
said that it was "the best for
years". What made it a "good
Conference"?

A committed group of people
had been meeting and plan­
ning carefully and prayerfully
since last Conference. Atten­
tion to detail, timing of pro­
grams, choiceof artists, involve­
ment of churches and good ad­
vertising provided a solid
framework.

The President's reception
featured highlights from
"Churches in Action", includ­
ing a dramatic re-enactment of
the past 100 years from Aidgate
Valley with an emphasis on
their future plans. John Curtis,
Broken Hill, spoke about their
commitment to adventurous
involvement and outreach, in­
cluding life "in a monastery",
the radio station and other
enterprises.

The "Future Plans and
Dreams" document, intro­
duced by Keith Horne, interim
State Minister, contained the
dreams and visions of Confer­
ence Committees. State Board's
plans for the next year include
pastoral contact with churches
and ministers, effective use of
State Ministers time and the
Centre's resources, an evalu­
ation of present procedures and
specific programs designed to
inspire, encourage and help
churches be effective i n the 1 ocal
setting. These specific pro­
grams include building an ef­
fective program in the local
church; a conference for elders,
ministers and board members;
regional meetings for elders
and boards and meetings for
ministers; creative programing
for "Life's Best Half" and
"Christianity Explained".

Inspiring messages were-
brought to each session by Ian
Allsop, Academic Dean of
CCTC, Mulgrave, who ex­
plored and examined the theme
"Called to be a Movement"
under the two year Conference
theme of "Discovering the Vic-
toriousChrist".lan challenged
everyone to move forward with
vision. The final Conference
Celebration was held on the

Sunday afternoon at Maughan
Church.

The announcement by effec­
tive visual presentation of the
new premises for the Confer­
ence Centre at 263 Melbourne
Street, North Adelaide,
brought a feeling of excitement
to Conference. The announce­
ment that the Community Care
Centre was to operate from
the top floorofthe Grote Street
complex in the future was re­
ceived with acclamation.

After many years delibera­
tive groups were discontinued,
bringing back more debate to
the floor of Conference. Dele­
gates debated on notices of
motions that included: seeking
forgiveness and reconciliation
with Aboriginal people, the
AIDS epidemic—a role for the
churches, church life in our
Conference and church life
review.

In his second and final year
as Conference President, Colin
Dredge sensitively but firmly
presided over the business
sessions.

The pioneers came to their
Reunion Day.

The women came to their day
of business and celebration
with Barbara Grear as Presi­
dent.

The young people came to a
Saturday night session "Down
on Grote Street".

The ministers and their wives
came to share lunch and then
to join in the post-Conference
Magarey Lectureship.

The delegates came to repre­
sent the views of their particu­
lar church on the issues before
Conference.

Church members came and
joined in the final meeting
where Trevor Lawrie was in­
ducted asConference President
for two years and B arbara Robb
(Hampstead Gardens) was
inducted as Women's Confer­
ence President.

Each day now one hears the
sound of hammers and other
building related noises as the
men from Mobile Mission
Maintenance work on the first
of three blocks of accommoda­
tion being constructed to house
the families of married students
who are attending Kenmore
Christian College.

As part of their contribution
towards the overall project, the
Kenmore Christian College
Students' Association has in­
troduced a "Buy-A-Brick"
scheme. Thestudents are hope­
ful that many people from
around Australia will join with

them and offer their practical
support.

When one considers that the
average rent currently being
paid by student families in the
Kenmore area is 5150 per week
and the extra pressure that this
places on them, the sooner the
new eight three-bedroom units
can be built the better.

Support for the "Buy-A-
Brick" scheme is a worthwhile
investment in the training of
future ministers.

—Grant Spangenberg
(President, Kenmore

Christian College
Students' Association)

Have you heard about the
New Family Housing Project

at Kenmore Christian
College?

Short of ideas?

Have you stopped to think
how you may be able to

help?

Why not buy some bricks?

Become a member of the Kenmore Christian College
Student Association’s Buy-a-Brlck scheme. For every dollar
that is donated one brick out of a total 30.000 can be
bought.

This Is a practical way In which children right through to
grandparents can be Involved. For as little as $1 you will
receive a token and have the pleasure of knowing that In
an Important way you have helped In this special project.

Please fill out and return to “Buy-a-Brlck”, PO Box 55,
Kenmore 4069.

Name........................................................................................
Address......................................................................................
Church.......................................................................................
Number of bricks purchasing......................
(Any donation towards the Family Housing Project is tax doducttj'e.)
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In Texas: Death on the Rio Grande and Two New Smits

Part of the program of the
Commission on World Mis­
sion and Evangelism I at­
tended in San Antonio, Texas,
was a weekend visit to various
churches in the state. On the
Saturday afternoon some 300
set off in various directions to
visit churches and to share in
the life and the mission of
people working in different
cultures and serving Christ in
the varying mission situations.

Many Australians would 

have a picture of Texas as an
affluent and powerful part of
an affluent powerful country.
One of the things most of us
don't realiseisthatTexasshares
a 2,000 mile border with Mex­
ico. It's been pointed out that
this is the "longest border be­
tween a developed and a de­
veloping nation" or another
way of saying it is that it is "an
imaginary political boundary
dividing a region that is not
divided in any other sense".

Texas has become the place of
refuge for people fleeing the
wars and economic situations
of Mexico and South America.
Part of the mission of the
churches has been to provide a
place of refuge for those who
have left everything behind and
come seeking safety for their
family. In many cases the US
Government would just like to
send them back again.

I went to visit a Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)
in Houston. It was a well to do
suburb and by their admission,
an affluent church. They did
however, have some involve­
ment in the 170 food kitchens
that attempt to look after the
30,000 homeless people in the
city of Houston. They were able
to take me to a place where
South American refugees are
housed while there is an at­
tempt to gain them legitimate
papers or enable them to join
fellow family members in
North America. It was for me
an interesting and inspirational
time of Christian fellowship.

On Monday morning, the
members of our Bible study
group gathered to share their
experiences. There were 12 of 

Poultry Farm Run by Handicapped Children
by a group of 51 handicapped
children, under the supervision
of Christian Blind Missionand

A recently established poul­
try farm in Rionegro, Colum­
bia, is being run successfully

some parents.
Christian Blind Mission,

supported by people in Aus­
tralia, is enabling these children
to learn skills that they will be
able to use to earn their own
livelihood.

The farm has two large hen
houses and 500 laying hens.
Currently the hens are produc­
ing 420 eggs a day.

The town of Rionegro con­
sumes 17,000 eggs every day,
thus there is excellent potential
for expansion.

Other activities being taught
the children include baking,
ceramics and the production of
floor mops.

CBM regional representative
Ian Dailey comments, "A
pleasing result is that the chil­
dren are much happier, con­
tented, and are acquiring a
greater sense of self-worth." 

us from 12 different countries.
One man, from Korea, had not
been allocated a church to visit,
so he had gone to the local
Southern Baptist congregation.
It was the Memorial Day week­
end in the US, similar to Anzac
Day in Australia. There, as MI6s
were carried into worship by
soldiers and there were oaths
of allegiance to the US & Chris­
tian flags and each part of the
program received a standing
ovation, my friend from Korea
was quite confused. His com­
ment on the Monday was that
he didn't know where he'd been
but he certainly hadn't worshi­
ped!

My friend from Samoa had
been down the Rio Grande. As
he stood and looked at the
banks of this river he heard
gunshots and a body floated
past in the water. Here was one
refugee who was not going to
make it into the United States.
My Nigerian friend visited
with an Episcopalian congre­
gation and on the way home
his millionaire host took him to
a department store and told him
to take whatever he wanted.
He came back with a new shirt
and two new suits and in­
formed us he was going to keep
in touch with his new friend.

All this points up the variety
of mission situations that the
churches in Texas face. It also
brings me back the memories
of studying the Scriptures with
people from 11 other countries.
I remember the times I'd heard
people say that there is only
one interpretation of Scripture.
Maybe that is true, but here
there were 12 different starting
points and 12 ways in which
the Scriptures spoke to the
people of this unique Bible
study. —Jeff May

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619
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TENT MAKER MINISTRY
The DCDE in Queensland are asking for “expres­
sions of interest” for ministry in Charters Towers,

North Queensland.
Charters Towers has a population of 8,500 and
growing. The church owns a 2-bedroom manse.

There are 17 active members and 12 others who
worship occasionally.

We are looking for a person with a love for the
Lord and the heart of a missionary who will work

towards re-establishing an effective ministry.
Please write now to—

Churches of Christ in Queensland DCDE
PC Box 441

Kenmore 4069

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Melbourne
(cnr Swanston
& Little Lonsdale Streets)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m. Worship & Communion

Services
7.00 p.m. Gospel Celebration

Wednesday
1.15 p.m. to 1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

[Ktews
President on the Move

ing met on Wednesday and
formulated recommendations 

OWE Hospital! Visitation
Queensland Social Service

Department administrators
gathered on 2 May for a work­
shop on the installation of new
computer programs and the
commencement of the Depart­
ment's new resident agree­
ments for Nursing Homes and
Aged Care Hostels.

On 3 May I had the privilege
of addressing the Too woomba
Minister's Fraternal about the
work of the Voluntary Care
Association in Queensland
folio wed by a meeting with the
Minister for Family Serviceand
Logan City Council over some
outstanding issues concerning
Kingswood Lodge.

The Queensland Aborigines
and Islanders Board met on
that evening. On 5 May, the
Premier of Queensland, the
Hon Mike Ahem, having ar­
rived by helicopter, launched
the Branch-out Program at
Nambour. This is a Queens­
land Churches of Christ pro­
gram to assist the recovery of
alcohol and drug dependent
persons led by former Director
of "Mancare" in Canberra, Bob
Walton, O AM, who is assisted
by his wife Joy Walton, OAM.

11 May I travelled to Mary­
borough, Qld, to review the
work at Fairhaven and inspect
the building program. An ad­
ditional 13 hostel rooms are
being constructed and 27 rooms
are being gutted and rebuilt.

The Social Service Depart­
ment Board met on 15 May and
approved construction of
Marana Gardens Hostel (50
beds) on the Gold Coast, War-
rawee Hostel (25beds) and Day 

to the Conference Executive
Council. That afternoon I flew
to Canberra for the second
meeting of the Common­
wealth-State Hostel Standards
Steering Committee which
finalised a draft of standards
for consultation with the care
providers and the community.

I returned home on Thurs­
day evening late due to air
controllers difficulties in Syd­
ney and left thenext day, flying
to Cairns, where I was met by
George Radford, who took me
to the Mareeba Aboriginal
Church. I spent the evening
with George and Leanne
Radford and met with the
Aboriginal Church people and
the Aboriginal Health team
worker to discuss the possibili­
ties of developing an Aborigi­
nal Aged Care Hostel and also
theFABbudgetandthebudget
forthe Centre. George returned
me to Cairns where 1 spent time
with Bruce and Cheryl War­
wick. Bruce is the minister of
the Cairns church. I was the
preacher on Sunday morning
and following church met with
the board to discuss progress
at Cairns. Cairns is a recipient
of a Federal Home Evangel­
ism subsidy.

With Lyle Morris, Queens­
land Aborigines and Island­
ers Board co-ordinator, I flew
to Normanton and spent two
days in discussions with vari­
ous people about the develop­
ment of Aboriginal Aged Care
in Normanton.

—Don Stewart

In 1886, at the first "Sisters
Conference" the South Mel­
bourne, Vic, church reported
that they visited hospitals regu­
larly on behalf of the church.

In 1887 they listed the insti­
tutions visited—Melbourne,
Alfred, Childrens, Homeopa­
thic (now Prince Henry's) and
Incurable Hospitals and Be­
nevolent Asylum. Tracts and
papers were distributed, letters
written for the sick and lonely,
boys and dolls clothing for the
little folk. That same year the
new Ballarat East Church Aid
Society reported visiting the
Benevolent Asylum and Hos­
pital.

The first hospital visitors
were appointed by Conference
in 1892, a committee of four
ladies, which appears to have
been for one hospital.

Hospital visitation has been
a continuing, expanding work
since that time, there are no w a
total of 48 visitors looking after

34 hospitals in Victoria. A few
of our visitors are over 80 years
of age and the youngest is 28.
Twice a year they meet and
enjoy sharing their experiences
as CWF Hospital Visitors.

Gifts are pro vid ed by all CWF
groups throughout Victoria
and for almost 50 years the
Good Companions clubs have
contributed to thisworkastheir
yearly project of gifts for the
Childrens Hospital. City
groups send their parcels and
monetary donations to the
monthly Council meetings
while country fellowship gifts
are sent to Bell Station where
they are picked up and deliv­
ered to the committee by Ron
Mill. If any churches are inter­
ested in hearing more about
the CWF Hospital Visitation
contact June Andrews on (03)
878 5860.

—June Andrews
(Superintendent CWF

Hospital Visitation)

Respite Centre at St George,
Bribie Island Retirement Vil­
lage Nursing Home Activities
Therapy Centre, and upgrad-
ingof Hillcrest Nursing Home.
The constitution of the Branch-
out Committee was approved
and first committee appointed.

On 16 May I attended meet­
ings of the Community Serv­
ices Superannuation Fund
(Board Chairman) and the
Voluntary Care Association
(President). The Queensland
Conference Task Force to con­
sider the report on theological
education and ministry train-

Enjoy God’s creation
in the peaceful surroundings

of
FERN VALLEY
GUEST HOUSE

Balook
Comfortable accommodation,
home cooking, open log fires.
Your hosts: Des, Prue
and Aileen Davidson
Phone (051)96 6141
Grand Ridge Road,

Balook 3971
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BIRTHS

BUBNER (WOOD) Elizabeth and
Ray are proud to announce the
safe arrival of a daughter, Amy
Elizabeth Margaret, on 30 June at
Ashford (Adelaide) weighing a
healthy 71b 12oz.
JONES (WARMBRUNN) Jenny
and Ray are delighted to announce
the arrival on 25 June of Evan
Douglas. A brother for Daniel.
Second darling grandson of Doug
and Frances Warmbrunn and Jack
and Florrie Jones.

ENGAGEMENTS

BIRKETT—FIUPPONE Mag and
Ian, East Burwood, are happy to
announce the engagement of their
only daughter Heather to Leo, elder
son of Tommasso and Guisipana.
God bless you both.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

EASTON (SELF) Pam and Toni
wish to announce their parents'
Golden Wedding (50 years). Cele­
brated at Footscray Church of
Christ, 12 August 1939. Officiating
ministers W. Wakefield and W.
Evans. Open House, Saturday 12
August, 2 pm to 8 pm, at 60 Phyllis

St, Bayswater. (No presents
please.) For inquiries phone (03)
729 6606.

DEATH

NETTLEBECK MargaretLily. Died
18 June 1989, peacefully at home
in the loving care of her family.
Loved wife of Carlie (dec.), loving
mother of Carlyn and Colin
Mathews, Trevor and Roselene,
Jenny and Richard Trezise, Sue
and David Lee. She is survived by
13 grandchildren and six great­
grandchildren. “Blessed are the
pure in heart for they shall see
God."
STOKIE George Henry. On 2 July
1989. Beloved and devoted hus­
band of Muriel. Much loved father
and father-in-law of Dorothy and
Keith (Greatbatch), Don and Julie,
Jeanne and Bill (VanderSluys).
Special Pa of his eight grandchil­
dren and great granddaughter
Amanda. Resting in the everlast­
ing arms.

WANTED

PIANO URGENTLY Either on loan
or to purchase. Required for Co­
burg manse. Foruse with children's
and adult groups. Contact Lou or

Christian Fellowship in a Family Atmosphere
We offer you guest house style accommodation from as low as $42 a day, home­
style cooking. Relax in the mountain playground of Marysville. Experience the
comfort of our fully renovated, fire-proof guest house, including spa. Student and
pensioner concessions available.

Phone or write to us:
CHR SHAN COMMUNITYEl Kanan Buxton Rd., Marysville, 3779. (059) 63 3229

Cathy Clun on (03) 386 3161.
HOLIDAY TOURS

SUPURB 23 DAY EASTERN
STATES TOUR Commencing 11
October. All inclusive fare $2,050.
Contact Rev Darrell McKerlie, 11
Thomson Ave, Murrumbeena
3163. Phone (03) 569 5891. (Lie.

CALOUNDRA, SUNSHINE
COAST, Queensland 2 bedroom
units. 2 minutes walk from Kings
Beach. Rates from $130 p.w. off
season to $390 p.w. holiday sea­
son. Phone (071) 91 7454.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 10
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA
Phone (08) 380 5009 or (085) 40
5100 or write PO Box 65, St Agnes
5097.

IAN & L.A. McDonald Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations—

No. 30843).

LET

kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.
LINDSAY FINGER & ROB
DOEDENS Houses, extensions,
renovations, car ports, pergolas,
any job large or small. For free
quotes phone (03) 873 1247. Ver­
mont, Vic.

HOElDAYiHOUSES]

POINT LONSDALE 4 BR. Handy
shops & front & back beaches.
$150 p.w. or $200 during school
holidays. Brough (03) 288 2815.

I0LID)
. .. ............. .......................................... :_____

QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST
Absolute waterfront unit Runaway
Bay Broadwater. Peaceful area.
Delightful views. Available pri­
vately. Only 45 minutes to Bris­
bane. Very reasonable rates.
Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgarning Street, Stafford Heights
4053. Telephone (07) 359 7227.

Inter-Church Trade & Industry Mission (NSW)
< .. . .

We are looking for one person to fill a full-time position
in the Sydney Region

Qualifications
Applicants must be ordained or accredited for
ministry with a member church of JIM.
Ability to mix with people throughout the work
community.
Counselling skills. In the preventative and crisis
Intervention roles required.
Details of terms, condition of employment and Job
description from:

Rev. Paul Dunn
State Director ITIM (NSW)
PO Box 1183
Crowns Nest 2065
Phone (02) 439 1633

Closing date 11 August 1989

TABOR TOURS PRESENT
BIBLE LABIDS REVISITED

Israel— J ordan— Gree c e—Turkey
Excellent value

21 days only $3,950
28 days only $4,500

See the sights—share the experience
Departure date 27 December 1989

Enquiries: Lamberto Travel Agent
Phone (08) 212 1855

or
Tours Leaders: Revs Geoff and Joan Fewster

and Heather Maynard
Phone Tabor College
(08) 371 0940
PO Box 564, Plympton 5038

AIDS FORUM
Speakers

Dr David Bradford
Australian National Council on AIDS

Mrs Jenny Ross
Haemophilia Foundation of Australia

Mr Louis van Laar
Department of Community Care

at Nunawading Church of Christ
Surrey Road, Blackbum

on Monday, 7 August, at 8 pm.
Sponsored by Resource and Development

Committee, CWF
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♦ Having arrived at the letter Z, this
concludes ourpresent series focusing on
churches around Australia from A to Z.
Wehave visited everywhere from Acacia
Ridge to Zillmere (both in Brisbane), as
far west as Fremantle, via such diverse
places as Ivanhoe, Vic, Naracoorte, SA,
Port Macquarie, NSW, and Ulverstone,
Tas, through big churches (Warwick, WA)
and small (Queenstown, SA).

Next issue we begin with the letter A
again.

Kenmore in the early 1970s. He has minis­
tered in Queensland ever since. He is
married to Ruth (formerly Ruth Curtis
from the Torrensville, SA, church) and
they have twochildren, Rosemary, 12, and
James,10.

Services are held at 8.45 am, with Sun­
day school followingat 10.15am, and there
is an evening service at 6.30 pm. The eve­
ning services are combined on a monthly
basis with other northern suburbs
churches, Boondall, Kedron and Albion.

Regular activities include a youth group
that meets fortnightly on Saturdays, a
midweekBiblestudyon Wednesdays, KYB
on Tuesday mornings, C WFand a monthly
craft meeting. Girls and Boys Brigades are 

The present minister is Darryl Teller,
who concludes his ministry this year after
seven years at Zillmere. Darryl came from
the Ungarra, SA, church and trained at

very active, led by Carla and Wayne Rees,
respectively. Carla is the sister of Louis
van Laar, now with the Vic-Tas Depart­
ment of Community Care.

Missions are well supported. The ladies
support the Leprosy Mission, and with a
blind member, there is also much interest

in the Christian Blind
Mission International.

Zillmere celebrated
its centenary in 1982
and we are informed
that copies of the
church history are still 

available from the secretary.
Regardless of its past Zillmere still en­

courages its members to have a living faith
and looks forward to the future directions
where God would have them go. They are
open and sensitive to wherever that may
be.

Zillmere is an outer northern suburb of
Brisbane, Qld. It was originally called
Zillmans Waterholes, when it was a Ger­
man rural settlement in colonial times. The
gospel also came to the area with Moravian
missionaries from Germany. The Zillmere
church was established in 1882 and was
the first Church of
Christ to be founded in
Queensland following
an invitation to
Stephen Cheek from
Tasmania to come to
preach in the area. The
church began with 21 foundation mem­
bersand numbers have fluctuated over the
years with a maximum of over 80 achieved
in the 1970s. There are now about 40
members. Through the years Zillmere has
been instrumental in establishing other
churches such as Boondall and Redcliffe.

Zillmere has changed from a rural
community to an urban one and now
Housing Commission houses and units
crowd the area and more suburbs are being
developed on its borders.

The original building, erected in 1894 on
a corner block in Zillmere Road, was
turned sideways in the 1960s and now
serves as the kitchen, the stage area of the
hall and other rooms in the middle of the
present complex. A new chapel and facade
was added to the front and a large activi­
ties hall at the rear.

by Jeff Weston

Tax cuts have been on our minds of late.
Like most Australians, I'm looking for­
ward to not having to give as much of my
money to the government each week.
However, is my thinking right, or is it
selfishness?

A person I have great respect for tells me
he is proud of the amount of taxation he
pays. He views taxation as an investment
in Australia, both for the now and the
future. He points out for a country of only
16 million people we have a very high
standard of living.

Our country has steadily developed, we
have excellent roads, sewerage (except
Sydney!), water and power. Our children
receive quality education, and we have
good law and order, all of which are paid
for by our tax dollar. He points out that if
we view taxation as something to e
avoided then we are really only short­

changing ourselves and our future genera­
tions.

I'd not looked at tax this way before. In
fact I have always viewed the Taxation
Office as "fiscal fiends", rather than as our
"commission agents". How we view our
commitments isa concern of mine. It seems
to me that most of us try to get as much as
possible for as little, or at no cost. The
tragedy is that I see this spilling over even
into our relationship with Christ.

Like all ministers, I am often asked to
counsel people in crises of various sorts.
One thing that I have noticed is that those
people who have made a deep commit­
ment of their lives to Christ, and main­
tained that commitment, find they have
more than enough God-given resources to
overcome their situations, while those who
have only a superficial or no commitment
at all are without any resources.

It is little wonder Jesus points out to the
teacher of the law (Matthew 22:37), that
the greatest and most important command­
ment (or commitment) is to love God with
all your heart, soul and mind. It is only as
we are prepared to make this sacrifice of
love that we are fully open to receiveGod's
power.

Disappointingly many Christians are
making the same mistake in their relation­
ship with God as some do with their mar­
riages. They fail to continually work at
building and nurturing the relationship.
Prayer life drops and communication with
God becomes "need basis" only. Reading
and study of the word almost ceases to
exist, with worship becoming ritual, rather
than a positive expression of faith.

1 still might not totally agree with my
friend about taxation, but I can see that if
we are after a relationship with God at no
cost, then we are only short-changing
ourselves.

• Jeff Weston is the miinister of the Collins
St, Hobart, Tas, church.
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A.E. White has some advice for the Prime Minister

The Return of Joe Purple
Joe Purple dropped in the other day. It's

been a long time. He thought I was still
editor of this journal, which says a lot
about Joe.

Joe was a farmer. He is retired now, but
the country is in such a mess that he had to
take a job to stay retired.

He turned up for a free meal and to give
some free ad vice he wants me to pass on to
the Prime Minister.

Joe thinks that Bob Hawke and I are
mates because Mr Hawke once waved a
friendly greeting to me at Tullamarine
Airport. I explained to Joe that it was an
election year and Bob was waving to eve­
ryone, but Joe still thinks I have influence.

Joe is no economist, but he reckons he
has a few clues about finance ever since he
was acting-treasurer for three months at
our church at Crooked River. He says that
the only difference between running a
church and running a country, when it
comes to finance, is that the country's
bigger. If you are in the red at the end of the
year, everyone gets snaky.

Joe started on the national deficit. "Our
country owes so much money overseas
that we have to borrow money to pay the
interest on the interest. Even a drover's
dog could see there's no future in that!

"It reminds of Dave Fisher. Dave had a
money problem so he sold next year's
wheat at least year's prices. But there was
no next year's crop. It was drowned in the
flood. Dave thinks it will take three good
seasons to get on his feet again. At the rate
Australia is going it will take a millennium
to get out of its troubles."

Interest rates came next. "They've gone
through the roof! The idea is that if we slug
ordinary blokes with high interest on

Pontius' Puddle

homes, it will somehow reduce our over­
seas debt. But the first-home buyers aren't
buying in Tokyo, New York, or Bonn! They
are house-hunting in Sydney, Perth and
Crooked River. Of course, the big money
men have to pay high interest, too. But
they can pass it on. And where do they
pass it? To the blokes who can't even af­
ford a roof for the interest to go through!

“The only difference be­
tween running a church and
running a country, when it
comes to finances, is that

the country’s bigger”

'They tell us that a lot of the money we
owe overseas has been borrowed by big
businessmen who already have too much.
Our national debt is about $110 billion!
$100 billion! My calculator, the one I used
for counting the church offering at Crooked
River, is not into billions, so 1 got my 12
year old grandson to work it out. He reck­
ons that everyone of us, including the kids,
owes about $6,875! There's no way in the
world I could pay this! Someone will have
to pay my share. My grandson might have
to add my bit to his. At present he's on
$4.00 a week pocket money!

"Your friend Bob cotild fix this. When I
had some money trouble a few years back,
my bank manager stopped my overdraft.
Tou want it.' he says, 'you pay cash!' It
worked! It's uncanny the things you can
do without if you have to pay cash.

"Let Mr Bond and Mr Elliott and the rest
start paying cash. They want it, they pay
cash for it! It's not fair for me to owe so 

much when I don't buy anything overseas.
Well, maybe just a few Japanese gadgets."

Joe paused for breath, then he was off
again. "It gets worse! Rememberhow sorry
we were because so many were out of
work. The Government gleefully told us
how many new jobs were being found.
Now, they want to increase the number of
jobless. You see, if they work, they spend,
and if they spend the overseas debt goes
up! Did any of the gurus consider the
possibility that we might have to borrow
from the Japanese to pay the extra Social
Welfare benefits? Unbelievable!

"Here's something else! To reduce our
overseas debt we have to export more than
we import. As a farmer I knew that. 1 had
to sell more than I bought. But almost
every country in the world is in the same
boat with us. They are all trying to sell
more and buy less. We even had special
offerings at Crooked River to help the
bottom countries get up a bit. What would
happen if all the debt-ridden countries
balanced their budgets? We'd still be up
the creek without a paddle, and up to our
necks in debt!

"What are we going to do? There's a clue
in the Book of Leviticus, Chap ter 25, where
the Hebrews were given a few hints. They
were to let things roll along for a time. The
rich would get richer and the poor would
become slaves, like us. Then they would
have a Year of Back to Square One! All
debts would beoff, and all slaves would be
freed, and they would start all over.

"You might think that was a bit tough on
those who had climbed to the top. Not to
worry! They got there because they were
smart, and they were still smart! They
would soon be back on top, but in the »»
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to see who had made such a comment. Yet
again I heard the same words loud and
clear. I decided to head for my family.

I found Lorna in the lounge room and
she turned and said, "We ought to buy this
house, dark" I took her by the arm and led
her into the garden where I explained that
you can't buy a house with $38. Lorna in
turn challenged my faith by replying, "I
believe God wants us to have this house.
Can't you take up a contract subject to
finance?"

Over the years I have come to recognise
the gift of discernment the Holy Spirit has
given my wife. There has never been a time
when she has been wrong.

With family in tow we walked up to the
salesman. "Sir, I want to put a contract on
this house subject to finance." We again
succeeded in making someone happy. With
all the papers signed we turned to walk
out the door. The salesman wanted one
other thing signed. A cheque for S5,800 as

us even if it bankrupts them!
Our newspapers are full of recipes from

the real experts, so I worked my way
through them. To my surprise they don't
make any more sense than Joe.

The recipe for recovery, say the busi­
nessmen, economists and politicians, is to
work harder, increase production, and
improve efficiency. "To get off our eco­
nomic knees what we need is single minded
dedication to takeadvantage of our oppor­

tuni ties." "The greedy ones in our commu­
nity should start thinking of others."

There was a lot more like that in their
economic sermons, but what good is a
sermon without some following action?
And who is going to start caring for o thers
in this me-first generation?

Mr Hawke, if you do read this, you can
take Joe's message as the word from the
comrades of Crooked River.

And I'm returning your friendly wave!

On Sunday afternoon during
September 19881 waslooking for­
ward to my usual Sunday after­
noon relaxation time. The meal
prepared by my loving wife was
much appreciated, everybody
dived in and the dishes were
washed and stored away. I
stretched out on the lounge to
enjoy a good sleep.

My plans were short
lived."Dari," called a familiar
voice from the kitchen, "I'm
bored. Let's go for a drive and
have a look at some houses."
Somewhat put out because my
planned sleep was about to be
disturbed I replied, "Don'tbesilly
dear, we have only $38 in the
bank and you want to look at
houses." I thought that such a
reply would discourageany such
plans. However my wife was not
to be put off and 20 minutes later Lorna and Bob Brown
a disgruntled driver was backing
out of the drive with a happy wife and
excited daughters.

Ten minutes later my ears were shat­
tered as if I had passed through the sound
barrier. "Look!" they cried in unison, "That
house is back on the market." It was five
months ago that we looked at this same
house. Then we had had $5,000 in the
bank. Today we had $38. There was no
way I could pass this place by. With three
strong-willed ladies in the family the saf­
est thing to do was to stop.

The house was all we needed, two sto­
reyed, five bedrooms (allowing me room
for an office), an old country kitchen, a
good sized yard and perfect position.
"What a waste of time," I thought as we
walked through the door. Loma and the
girls went into the kitchen and lounge
while I headed upstairs...no doubt it was
all we needed, but such a waste of time.
"Who said that?" I was sure I heard a voice
say, "You ought to buy this house." I turned

meantime the others would have a few
years of dignity.

"Maybe it wouldn't work here, but you
can tell your friend Bob Hawke that if he
doesn't come up with something he'llbe in
a wilderness that will make the Hebrew
version look like a holiday on the Gold
Coast!"

Joe drove off in his Mitsubishi and too
his silly ideas with him. His schemes won t
work. Our creditors will keep squeezing 

a deposit. "Give me until Fri­
day," I replied, "as I need that
time to realise such funds."

On Tuesday night I asked the
church to pray that God would
meet our needs. Six were at the
prayer meeting that night. Lin
Andrews, a real estate agent,
rang to say he had just the house
for us. It turned out to be the
same house! In May 1988 this
house had sold for $118,000.
After talking to Lin we made an
offer of $108,000, down from the
$120,000 asking price. A saving
of $12,000. We had until noon
Friday.

Friday morning arrived. At
10 am there was a knock on the
front door. Two of the people
who were at the prayer meeting
were there. "About the deposit,
pastor, God told us we have to
giveyouthemoney." Aftertears
and joy in the Lord we agreed

we would accept it on the basis that they
would let us pay it back. When they left we
opened the envelope and there was$l 0,000
there. We had only asked God for $5,800.

At 11 am I arrived at Lin Andrew's office
and gavehim the money. "Praise the Lord,"
he said, "I was worried about legal and
transfer costs. But I see you have taken care
of that." We didn't even know it was
needed, but God did.

The REI Building Society, who prom­
ised there would be no problems with a
loan, rang the following Monday to tell us
we would be $6,000 short. I then rang the
seller to cancel the sale as we had no chance
of raising this further sum. "Don't worry
about that, I will lend you the money," was
his prompt reply.

Today we have paid back all the monies
loaned, over$16,000. God in his own won­
derful way enables us to meet the one
mortgage outstanding. We can only say—
To God be the glory.

by Bob Brown

22 July 1989
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by John Harrison

Mother Cummins Peak with Caveside church In the foreground

Ifyou happen to
live at Caveside,
Tas, or visit the
area, you can't
avoid doing just
that, for the fertile
farming district is
surrounded by the
craggy, forested
range of the Great
Western Tiers. As
you gaze upon
their majestic
beauty there is a
growing urge to
conquer their
peaks.

Thus, the Mon­
day of the June
long weekend was
set aside by the
church as "moun­
tain climbing
day". Six adults
and nine young
people assembled 
at the church at 9.30 am. The blanket of
white frost, still visibleanhourbefore,had
melted from the paddocks, and the air was
crisp and clear.

We journeyed by car to the foothills
through the rain forest area, then donned
coats, hats and backpacks and looked for
the trail to Mother Cummins Peak. Coats
soon became sign posts that would later
show us we were near the end of our
return journey, as we soon warmed up
with the steepness of the climb.

After a long, hard climb we crossed a
tussocky, grassed plateau, before com­

mencing the final assault on the peak. This
involved careful climbing over a boulder
strewn mountain peak. One member called
out, "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,
from whence cometh my help," and the
answering call came, "My help cometh
from the Lord, which made heaven and
earth."

Standing in the clear mountain air above
the world and its cares, we realised the
greatness of our God and sang together a
verse of "How Great Thou Art" before
eating lunch. It was a truly beautiful set­
ting with a 360° view.

There were
many lessons
learned together
during our day
conquering the
mountain. Those
who found climb­
ing a struggle were
helped and en­
couraged by oth­
ers, so that all who
set out reached the
top. Those who
were fearful of
heights and cliffs
were able to con­
quer their fears
and look back on
an enjoyable day.
As we sat on the
mountain top we
were able to wor­
ship our God free
from distraction.

Isn'tthislikeour
journey through

life? We all find many tough struggles as
we journey onward, but how much easier
it becomes when others take time to help
and encourage us. How helpful it is to take
time to worship God and see something of
his view of the world.

At the church lunch on the following
Sunday CCCC Certificates (Caveside
Church of Christ Climbing Certificates)
were presented to all participants in the
climb.

♦ John Harrison is the minister of the Cave­
side, Tas, church.

Police Shootings: A Personal View by Joy Butler
On 27 June a public meeting was held at

the Kensington, Vic, Town Hall. This was
part of a widespread call for a full public
inquiry into fatal shootings by the Victo­
rian Police. In the past two years police
have fatally shot 11 compared with 10
fatalities in the previous 13 years. Seven
youngpeoplefrom the Kensington/Flem-
ington area have been killed in incidents
involving police in the last nine years.

The Kensington community is concerned
and supports the call for an inquiry. Oth­
ers supporting the call for an inquiry in­
clude a member of the State Parliament,
the Victorian Bar Council, the Federation
of Community Legal Centres, families of
the victims and Pentridge Prison Chaplain
Father Peter Norden.

Media reports on the shootings have not
always been accurate. It was horrifying to
listen to the details of issues surrounding
various shootings.

As a spokesperson for the Council of
Civil Liberties said: "It was of great con­
cern that there is a question mark over the
police use of deadly force... if thepoliceare
misusing their power in this area they
were acting as judge, jury and executioner
in a society which did not condone the
killing of its members even when they are
convicted of serious crimes. Why is it so
difficult for the community to be reas­
sured that police are held accountable for
their actions?"

What can we as Christians do? We can
pursue truth and justice for all. The ques­

tions regarding the shootings must be
answered through public examination. We
are entitled to a properly trained police
force which behaves in a controlled, disci­
plined and professional manner.

•Joy Butler is a community worker in Ken­
sington with the Vic-Tas Department of
Community Care. Further information on
this subject can be obtained by contacting
her on (03) 376 4351.)

Maroondah Singers In Concert
Sunday, 6 August 2.10 pm

Evergreen dub
45 Talbot St, Balwyn

Tickets $7, concession $5
Sponsored by Balwyn Church of Christ

in aid of youth accommodation
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3-course dinner (in the church hall)

tickets for the Saturday dinner

) You will need to book very early.

□
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•Karen Peden to Darren Davis,
Lismore, NSW -Linda Graham to
Craig Moore, Knoxfield, Vic

□
□
□
□
□

I would like . . . .
at $25 each.
(Total enclosed $
Name & Address

L.M.C.T.
6549

Send to—
Sunshine Parish Mission, 28 Withers St, Sunshine 3020

The selection committee may require evidence of
practical involvement and achievements and where
practicable will arrange interviews.

are designed to encourage leadership qualities in
members of Churches of Christ in Australia. Prefer­
ence will be given to lay persons under 35 years of
age and will have a value not exceeding $500.
Selected candidates will be required to state the
purpose for which they wish assistance and will be
required to commence their assignment within 12
months of the notification of the award. A limited
number of these scholarships will be made each
year.

•Barbara Waters, Pauline Liebich,
Maylands, SA -Helen Moon’
Tweed Heads, NSW -Tiffany
Pohle, Evan Trebbin, Bundaberg,
Qld -Alan Stratford, Gisborne, Vic
•Alice Berry, Natalie Fernandez,
Peter Forder jnr, Lindsay Man;
Jesse Mulholland, Emmanuel
Osafo, Irene Osafo, Noble Park,
Vic

Applications for these awards close on 31 August
1989 and should be addressed to

Mr Ian Henry
Chairman—Selection Committee
Christian Projects Office
99 James Street
Templestowe 3107

•Mrs Jean Jameson, Mrs Jessie
Branford, Tumby Bay, SA -Ralph
Brann, Tweed Heads, NSW
•Arthur Hamann, Bundaberg, Qld
•Mrs Claire Young, Prospect, SA
•Di McLarty, Knoxfield, Vic

□ Pennin9’°n to Malcolm
Hundle, Boronla, Vic 

HILLBRICK: Reg & Margaret—
Unit 278, Retirement Village, 8
Robinsons Road, Baxter, Vic3911.
Phone (059) 71 2278.

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H. (03) 7221780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

Australian Christian
Encouragement Awards

Churches of Christ Retirement Services
Inc in South Australia

invite applications for the position of
ADMINISTRATOR

An invitation to celebrate
20 years for SUNSHINE PARISH 1’TISDIC:

14 & IS October 1989
14 October 7 pm
15 October 11 am worship service

Guest speaker at both: Rev. Dr Gordon Moyes
of Wesley Central Mission, Sydney, NSW

HELP YOUTH MINISTRY

In his first twelve months Andrew Ball has
personally led some 550 young people in camp
studies, to challenge and confirm young people in
their discipleship Journey. You can help>yout
ministry outreach with your prayers and gifts.

department of mission,

52 LaTrobe Street, Melbourne 3000

The successful applicant will undertake the role
of Chief Executive Officer of a progressive Aged

Care organisation and should have
management, financial and interpersonal skins.
Commencement date is early December 1989

Further information should be obtained from
C.G. Dredge
Churches of Christ Retirement Services Inc
104 Grote Street
Adelaide 5000
Phone (08) 231 2837 0R0Formal applications close 31 July 1989

Church of Christ
SOUTHPORT

now meets In
Parkland Drive

9.00 a.m. Worship &
Communion

6.30 p.m.
Gospel Celebration

Minister: Noel Newton
(075) 32 5660 or
31 4353 (Home)



Obituaries are limited to 100
words

AMES (BROOKER) Mildred Vera
(28.6.89) A daughter of William
and Annie Brooker, Vera gave a
lifetime of service to Christ At
Collingwood, Vic, she met Jack
Ames. They married in 1925. She
was a woman of considerable abili­
ties. A top stenographer, she be­
came secretary to Prime Minister
Billy Hughes. She loved literature
and was a competent musician.
Concerned that she might lose her
sight she learnt Braille, and later
Italian to converse with her new
neighbours. After Jack di edin 1981
she transferred from Fairfield, Vic,
to Fred Combridge House. We
commend Shirley, Nancye and
Merle, their husbands, seven
grandchildren and five great-grand­
children to the compassion of our
Lord.

—Ran Tippett

LEWIS, Myrtle
Myrtle Lewis was a great little lady
with a big heart, a strong mind and
an ardent faith. She was born into
a Christian family and went on to
nurture a Christian family. While in
membership at the Mile End, SA,
church she became involved in the
foundation of Brooklyn Park and
was active in services and Sunday
school then held in the Arthur's
home. With her passing we lose
our last foundation member. Her
loved husband Charles was a trus­
tee who guaranteed the existence
of the young church. Mrs Lewis
was faithful over many years. She
taught in Sunday school for many
years, was president of Dorcas for
some years and was active in

WCTU including Little White Rib­
bons. She wasinstrumental inform­
ing a Senior Women's Fellowship
to meet the needs of elderly ladies
unabletogooutatnight. Mrs Lewis
was one of our first deaconesses.
She was always outand about with
her caring ministry. She spent her
last years in the home at Joslin.

—Kath Kain

THORNLEIGH (Franklyn Elliott,
Stuart Wesley) Extraordinary Liv­
ing for Ordinary People was the
theme of weekend of 1 & 2 July
with Leroy Eims, international au­
thor & speaker & leader of Naviga­
tors internationally & USA, as guest
speaker. Weekend commenced
with Friendship Dinner. Guest so­
loist was Wendy Dalton. At Sun­
day am service chapel was full. A
fellowship lunch followed. At 1 pm
there was an afternoon session.
Over 140 shared in the pm service.
On the Monday there was a ladies
coffee morning, guest soloist
Marion Powell, a testimony by Carol
Wattles of USA & speaker Virginia
Eims, wife of Leroy.
TWEED HEADS (Richard Oakes,
Guy Cooper) Trivia evening ar­
ranged by Girls'-Nite-Out raised
over $500 for equipment for Play
Group ... Weekly Drop-In Friend­
ship Centre caters for over 50 ...
SPLATZ group for 6-14 year olds
growing fast... CWF viewed video
“Revival in Russia";gaveover$100
for Bibles ... Polynesian dinner
raised over $300 for mission sup­
port ... Helen Moon baptised at
Greenmount Beach ... Church 

FOR NEW HOLDEN & HONDA
SEE MURRAY ECKERT
OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Qtarelni Ktews
greatly blessed by ministry of
Richard & Guy.
LISMORE (I. Phillips) Goonella-
bah church members attending
evening services ... Early morning
prayer cell commenced ... Sunday
School mid year presentation fol­
lowed by morning tea & commun­
ion service ... Michelle Pagotto
welcomed into fellowship ... New
babies for John & Jenny Arthur;
Pam & Aaron Hoang; Pam & Bill
Batson ... Church saddened by
death of Will Atkin, who left Lis­
more church for College in 1927.
THORNLEIGH (Franklyn Elliott,
Stuart Wesley) During school
holidays Maria Neville & Fiona Hill
were leaders at DCD Years 7-8
camp ... Stuart Wesley & David
Elliott & five young men shared in
camp at Sandbar Beach Caravan
Park ... Franklyn Elliott baptised
John & Billie Wilson (retired couple)
... Visit of team of 4 from ship
Doulos. Guest speaker Bernd
Gulker, Doulos Director.

w
NUNAWADING (E. Keating, D.
Hamilton, J. Wright, L. Smith)
Bethel & Care Groups, young
adults & youth study groups meet
regularly ... Playgroup mothers
morning coffee speaker Diane
Smith, audiologist :.. CWAF out­
reach morning coffee speaker Paul
Burnham... Trading Partners exhi­
bition & sale realised $5,616 ...
School holidays Holiday Happen­
ing attracted over 100 children ...
Guest service & luncheon for sen­
ior citizens ... Monthly evening
service at Springfield Road.
KNOXFIELD (Rod Brown) The
church is thankful that Rod Brown
has fully recovered from his illness
& is back into ministry. Special
thanks to Geoff Whiting, Arthur
Knight & Pieter Petrusma, with
other guest speakers, who minis­
tered during his absence ... We
have been saddened by the tragic
loss of one of our long serving
members & elders, Di McLarty,
through cancer.
GISBORNE(Ray Smith) Half night
of prayer for the church, building
project & the church's outreach
ministry... Don Langley appointed
as project manager for church
building ... Team from Operation
Mobilisation's ship MV Doulos
spent eight days in Gisborne work­
ing with the church ... Seven new
members received In the past few
weeks ... Music group ministered
at Surrey Hills gospel service.
BORONIA (Keith Milne, Mike
Folland, Gordon Stirling) Minis­
ters & elders attended seminar at

CCTC, Mulgrave. Ministers also
attended Minister's Seminar at
Monbulk ... Church members par­
ticipated in 40 Hour Famine appeal
... Local Inter-Church Council re­
formed on urging of Keith Milne ...
Members involved in CCTC Arbor
Day ... “Features at Five" proving
successful, singing, music & top­
ics such as happy families, the
church in the world, meet the
Mayor, etc.
PARKDALE(Kelth Pitt, Linda Pll-
ton) Church family camp Queen's
Birthday weekend shared with
Chelsea ... Team from Doulos vis­
ited recently... Andrew Hargreaves
and Gary Scott have reformed Boys
Explorers club ... Dick Saunders
and Ben Crowden recent guest
speakers in the ministers' absence
on holidays .. Church family social
featured fancy dress theme ...
Pastoral care program is being
supervised by minister and elders.
KANIVA (M. Goldup) Doug Wallis
welcomed back after recent illness
... Bible Society morning service
on 9 July with pleasant Sunday
afternoon at Sen. Cit. Club rooms
... Bible classes and boys and girls
clubs continue to flourish ... Some
retired congregation members
head north to escape wintry
weather ... This winter a cuppa
after Sunday morning service
seems popular.

©0(3
BUNDABERG (A.G. Leane)
Mother's Day tea well attended ...
Youth group filmed “Sports Odys­
sey”, attended “Travellers", camp
at Tranquility Farm, bike ride to
beach... Flower roster commenced
... CWF entertained Pioneer Home
folk, successful street stall... Time
capsule buried. To be opened in
2023... Passing of Arthur Hamann
saddened church ... FEBC meet­
ing & music seminar well attended
... Two baptisms, two re-dedica-
tions recently... Conference Presi­
dent visited ... Thanksgiving serv­
ice for baby Joshua Phillips.

Ws
LAUNCESTON (Rod Foster) On
2 July Graeme Hush from Task
Force Ministries spoke at both
morning services and he & his team
conducted the evening service.
During the following week they
travelled the state conducting
concerts in many high schools... In
the evening service 9 July Julie
Horder spoke about the organisa­
tion for brain impaired children that
she Is involved with.
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CARNARVON (Donald Bone)
Olive Laird Hostel & residents of
Ingada Village stocked up supplies
when Gascoyne River flowed a
“banker" & the bridge was closed.
Mr & Mrs Bone, returning from
Karratha, got over the bridge only
minutes before closure ... Phil &
Lorraine Sheedy shared something
of their work & involvement in
Mobile Mission Maintenance ...
Church members opposing caba­
ret licences being given to local
hotels.
NORTHAM (G. Butler) Church
experiencing much blessing over
recent months ... Seating space in
chapel increased by removing part
of platform ... Minister spoke at
Bassendean's Men’s Camp ...
Ladies craft group attracting many
women each week ... Young
people’s group growing & a cell
group proving an encouragement
& blessing for some ... Michelle
Smith returned from YWAM course
in Sydney ... Annual missions
weekend to be held early August
with Peter Moyle as speaker.
FREMANTLE (D. Good) Informa­
tion with praise & prayer points
given on OM work by Jenny
Marshall (State OM Ctte), Jeff May
(OMB) and Maureen Yeates (Red
Sea Mission) ... CCTC student,
Jim Longbottom (member over 20
years ago) spoke about college
and also preached ... 1,102 litres
cooked fruit to Welfare Centre,
$840to FAB resultof fruit project...
Kathryn (Rees) & Ross Sargent
visitors from Vic.

MAYLANDS (James Symons)
Two baptisms—Barbara Waters,
Pauline Liebich ... Three received
by transfer—Ellen Bainbridge,
Margaret Blackett, Eve Bennett...
Richard & Dawn Lawton left for
ministry exchange to USA. Dr Jim
& Marilyn Symons from Tucson,
Arizona, welcomed at Aussie buf­
fet tea ... Preparations for church
80th celebrations 10 Sept well in
hand ... Church history book in
final stages of publication.
TUMBY BAY Church AGM held
21 May ... Elders—L. Burrow, M.
Telfer & M. Westphal... Women's
Fellowships combined for tea when
Lyn Telfer, President of EP
Women’s Conf, was guest speaker
... Evening & day fellowships meet
each month... Dynamite Kid’s Club
continuing with 40-50 children at­
tending ... Eyre Peninsula Conf
planned for 22 July at Ungarra ...

Church extends sympathy to Ken
& family of Jean Jameson, to Jean
Eylward & Nancy Brougham on
the death of their sister & to Wilf
Branford & family in the passing of
their wife & mother, Jessie.
DULW1CH/ROSE PARK (Rob
Williams, Roger Brown) Visiting
as student ministers, Graham &
Bev Burgan are on a three week
assignment with us. They are in
training at the Churches of Christ
Theological College at Mulgrave,
Vic. Their four children are in
Adelaide sharing visits to grand­
parents. Graham formerly was 

company secretary for Prests
Stores in Port Pirie. They are serv­
ing with the East Bentleigh, Vic,
church.
PROSPECT (G. Payne) Bob
Combridge will share his experi­
ence at the Coffee Pot evening ...
Notice of motion, reports are being
received in preparation for AGM...
Koala Kapers, The Koala Kids
made models from fleece obtained
from the shearing of two sheep ...
Brenda & Alan Roberts celebrated
Golden Wedding anniversary ...
Next weekend Dr Keith Bowes will
hold a study weekend. His theme

is "The Book of Revelation for us
Today".
HAMPSTEAD GARDENS (Keith
Ridge) Combined youth camp at
Robe over the June long weekend
with Mundulla/Bordertown youth
groups ... Winter gospel services
are off to a great start with Modbury
Choral Group and Magill Youth
involved in recent services ...
"Bright Spot" celebrated 11 th birth­
day ... Barbara Robb inducted as
leader of State Women's Ministry
Committee and Wendy Ridge
elected to State Board at State
Conference.

js involved in medical work
in connlries overseas.

IBs a caring partner!

Send your cheque to Churches of Christ
Overseas Aid. PO Box 320, Unley 5061.
(Donations of $2 and over are tax deductable)
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0 Bj Address................................................................................. I
D ..................................... Postcode........................... J
D
|] Amount for COCOA $........................................................... I
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From 28 May to 4 June Alan Bailey and
Rob George from OAC Ministries led the
Elizabeth, SA, church in an adventure.
The church had been building bridges of
friendship for many weeks between their
friends and neighbours. Prayerfully they
invited them to the various activities that
were to take place.

The program throughout the week in­
cluded:
Coffe Mornings and Evenings

These were held in different homes stra­
tegically placed to cater for the different
parts of the city where the people lived.
Five morning and four evening groups
met together sharing in face-to-face en­
counters, yet in non-threatening presenta­
tion of the gospel.
Men's Dinner

On the Friday evening 43 men sat down
together, with Christians bringing non­
Christians with them. They listened very
intently as the good news was brought to
them.
Children's "Adventure Time"

The Elizabeth East Primary School was
the venue for this series each afternoon
3.30-4.30 pm. The highest single atten­
dance was 76 with an average attendance
of 60-65. The family night on the Friday
night was crowded, despite the cold night.
Drama

The week concluded with the presenta­
tion "Julian Centurion", a drama which
Alan and Rob have used in a number of
places, holding hearts and minds, centred
upon the cross. The church was packed.

The week of activities was not the end
but a beginning; the beginning of a new
phase of ministry and challenge for the
church.

Community
Contact Week at
Elizabeth

Outback Christians
When I heard about Outback Chris-

tiansln Ministry being linked together by
telephone each Sunday for a 30 minute
worship service I thought what a great
idea.

It was Sunday morning 3 Juneat 7.57 am
when the phone rang. The exchange asked
if Jim Deutschmann was available for a
conference call. I answered, "Yes" and was
asked to wait until the other numbers were
connected.

Trevor Meares from Dalby, Qld, the
pastor to outback Christians, came on the
phoneand called the roll. Markand Coralie
Lowe, Woorabinda; Jenny O'Hare,
Blackall;Doug and Anna Wood, Koondoo;
Denise Bloxsean, Clermont; Brenden and
Leanne Burke, Kilcummin (silence for this
call, they must not be available); Kay Ea­
ton, Aramac; Wayne and Deanne Low-
ien, Thargommdah; and Jim Deutsch­
mann, Briban<

"Hello Jim it j beaut to hear your voice,
this is Denise here. Please say hello to Ann
and the family." "Hi Jenny here, good you
could be with us."

The service started with prayer requests,
different people sharing and others pray­
ing for them. Mark gave the Bible reading.
Douglead thecommunion thoughts, Jenny
and Denise gave thanks for the emblems.
Trevor prayed and then I was asked to
share the message from God's word.

I feltareal warmth of fellowship. Strange
as it may seem to preach to a group of
people all scattered in outback Queens­
land. I knew they were listening and God
was there to bless them through fellow­
ship.

Words of encouragement were shared
after the message. Arrangements for next
week's service were made and then the
final farewell greetings.

Good on you Trevor. This is a great
ministry and I was privileged to share.

—Jim Deutschmann

„ SUBSCRIPTION FORM
PO BOX 101, ESSENDON NORTH 3041
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AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ CHURCH

 RENEWAL  NEW SUBSCRIPTION  DONATION $
 $20 FULL YEAR  $8 REST OF YEAR
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To take God seriously means to
take him at his word and to give
him the opportunity to respond
In the way he has promised to
do in his Word. We can never
receive anything with clenched
fists or drooping arms.

—Helmut Thlellcke

A tourist was doing Scotland in a hurry.
“Say,” drawled the tourist, “is this a healthy
village?"
“It is that," one of the inhabitants replied
promptly and proudly, "Why there’s only
been one death in the last ten years, and
that was the doctor."

AAA-ATr
To prove that the worth of a piece of writing
doesn't necessarily depend upon its length—
• the Lord's Prayer has only 66 words;
• the 23rd Psalm has only 118 words;
• the Ten Commandments has 297 words;
• and a government order on cabbage prices
had 26,911 words.

Shopper examining product in a supermar­
ket: “There's a lot more food mixed with the
additives in this one."

Couple, returning from trip overseas, to
custom's official: "All we have to declare is,
'Thank God, we're home!'"

Patient to doctor: "Well, which is it this time?
Something I have to live with, or something
I have to live without?"

With Monday morning prayer
group, Tuesday night family
dinners, Wednesday night Bible
study, Thursday night visitation,
Friday night youth activities, and
young adults on Saturdays, the
minister felt the need to take
Sundays off.
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