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A major development program is now
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by Ted Keating

□
 n the 20 years since I was ordained, I
have seen some amazing changes come
over the face of the church. Some I

have welcomed. Some have challenged
me. Others have made me uneasy. What­
ever your personal reaction is to some of
the changes that I will outline, I think you
will agree that things will never be the
same again.

Denominationalism
What the Lyle Schallers and Herb Mill­

ers tell us is happening in the United States
is also happening in Australia. It is the age
of "church switching". The "Under For­
ties" are more likely to change denomina­
tions according to their needs and wishes
rather than express allegiance to the de­
nomination in which they were raised.
This phenomenon is evident at Nuna-
wading, where 65% of our worshippers
came from other Christian traditions. This
is a characteristic of dynamic churches.
The implications? The great names, fami­
lies and traditions of Churches of Christ
could become less relevant. Brotherhood
leaders and their projects-could. become
more remote. The Australian Christian cir­
culation could decrease. Local churches
will be challenged to think about their
identity as a Church of Christ. Will they
present themselves to the local commu­
nity as a denomination with a distinctive
message, or as a viable local congregation
first and as a Church of Christ second?

In a recent letter to The Australian Chris­
tian 1 have already commented on the sig­
nificant decline of mainline churches and
the growth of conservative independent
churches (some which didn't even exist 20
years ago). This has been a mammoth
change with powerful implications.

Ministry
Things will never be the same with re­

gard to ministry either. The above trends
will probably influence the recruitment
and expression of ministry. There will be
an increasing number of men and women
entering the Church of Christ ministry
who do not have the usual "pedigree" and
may have only recently come into our
denomination. Advisory Departments are
increasingly being challenged with the
question of potential ministers who have
trained in mstitutionsotherthan Churches
of Christ colleges. Already some churches
are appointing ministers from other tradi­
tions. Women? I am only aware of one
Churches of Christ woman in ministry 20 

years ago (Norma Hall, then at Warrack-
nabeal, Vic). How things have changed!

The nature of the ministry itself has
changed dramatically. An adequate
preacher and pastor fulfilled all the re­
quirements necessary for a successful
ministry 20 or 30 years ago. However,
today the expectations are far wider.
Churches are seeking people who are vi­
sionaries, have distinct leadership quali­
ties, can initiate change and generally
administrate the church program. Wor­
shippers now expect more of the church in
terms of resources and this makes ministry
more complex. On the other hand, we now
encounter a new generation of ministers
more concerned about their health, their
time off and their salaries than their older
colleagues. We are more aware of ministry
"burn out" than ever before...

The discussion of "burn out" may have
been a self-fulfilling prophecy, but the
increased evidence of it may be due to the
increased expectations of modern minis­
try.

Larger Churches
In the past 20 years there have sprung

up more than 20 Churches of Christ in
Australia that have successfully "jumped"
the 200-250 member barrier. Traditionally
we managed to keep our churches small
by making sure that we understaffed and
undergrouped our churches that showed
potential and we kept their ministers busy
by making them Conference Presidents or
giving them other Brotherhood responsi­
bilities. Crowded services were seen as the
ultimate instead of an indication of a need
for new directions. However, the South­
ports, Berwicks, Marions, Thornlies, Wol-
iongongs and other large churches have
created a whole new set of issues for us.
There have been misunderstandings of
how large churches behave, as they seemed
to attract more able ministers and have
developed ministry teams (while smaller
churches struggle to find a minister) and
seem to have developed new processes of
decision making. Their worship standards
are usually high and the program of the
churches challenging. Their future seems
strong as young adults are disproportion­
ately represented in these churches. There
are many other churches that now know
that if they anticipate some of the neces­
sary changes, they will also develop into
large churches...watch churches like En-
gadine, Mildura and Bendigo!

Large churches are here to stay. They are
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different! Things will never be
the same again.

Worship
Worship has undergone a

revolutionary changein thelast
20 years with music being the
most obvious area of this. Few
of our churches exclusively use
the Church of Christ hymnbook
and common usage has shown
that 70% of the hymns in this
book have been declared re­
dundant. Choruses and other
resources that promote the
glory of God, rather than the
Cross of Christ, sometimes
featuring syncopated rhythm
or syrupy harmony are now
more widely in use. There is
increasing discernment as to
what is of permanent value and
a lot of residual "junk" is being
discarded. (Thank God!) Or­
gans and organists are ageing
and synthesisers, drums, gui­
tars and pianos are becoming
more frequent. We are experi­
encing a struggle in finding a
balance between an emotional
and cerebral approach to wor­
ship with the pendulum cur­
rently swinging towards the
experiential. While we may
regret, or welcome, those
changes, things will never quite
be the same again.

These and many other
changes in the short space of 20
years! As I enter my third dec­
ade of ministry, I need to con-
ti nually pray that my mind may
not be set in concrete, that I
might retain a flexibility and
discernment that will enable me
to understand change and try
and find new ways of sharing
Christ through a vibrant, ener­
getic and growing church.

• Ted Keating is married to
Marge. Senior minister at the
Nunawading, Vic, church for 15
years, he was formerly a field
officer with the Department of
Home Missions and Evangel­
ism. He trained at the College
of the Bible. Originally a pri­
mary school teacher, Ted has
degrees in arts and divinity. He
is Chairman of the Vic-Tas Ad­
visory Department. He enjoys
the support of Dean Hamilton,
Jim Wright and Lynda Smith in
the ministry team at Nuna­
wading.

Ministering Cross-Culturally

James Bracegirdle, Yah Hwee Gan, Helen Bracegirdle,
Selina Teo

One of the challenges that
comes to the contemporary
church is that of ministering to
a multicultural society. The
truth is, most churches will, at
some stage, be faced with the
challenge of ministering cross-
culturally. Ministers and lay
people alike often express frus­
tration when trying to break
down the barriers that can exist
within a multicultural congre­
gation.

Therefore, the church needs
to be constantly seeking new
and creative ways to reach out
and minister effectively. At the
Murdoch, WA, church we are
faced with such a challenge.
The church meets for worship
in the grounds of Murdoch
University. The university ca­
ters for a large percentage of
overseas students, a significant
number of whom choose to fel­
lowship with the church. After

each morning service we would
find Australians mixing with
Australians, Asians mixing
with Asians and Africans mix­
ing with Africans. How were
we to respond?

Answer: by dealing with the
facts and accepting the chal­
lenge. Fact one is that most
Australians have a deep desire
to minister cross-culturally.
This becomes evident during
pastoral visitation. Australians
would ask, "How can we min­
ister to ourstudents?" Students
would ask, "How do we get to
know Australians?"

The second fact is that the
Bible has the answer. "A new
commandmentl giveyou:Love
one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one
another." (John 13:34)

The challenge is to provide a
program that will promote love,
understanding and mutual 

acceptance. The results from
such a program should be that
the church has greater har­
mony, acceptance and under­
standing, leading to effective
ministry and the breaking
down of barriers.

The “Extended Family
Program”

The "Extended Family Pro­
gram" is the tool we are using
to help us achieve our desired
result. Each Australian family
"adopts" two ormorestudents.
Their commitment is to pray
on a regular basis for their new
family members, invite their
new family members home for
the occasional meal and family
outing and encourage their new
family members through the
occasional phone call, personal
letter or card.

Each "adopting family" re­
ceives a card which contains
their new family members
photo and address details,
along with a reminder of the
commitment they have under­
taken.

This one simple program has
already significantly changed
the atmosphere and level of
interaction within the life of the
church. The program is simple
and effective and it also moves
us closer to the challenge is­
sued to the church in 1 John
3:18.

Cross-cultural ministry will
not "just happen". If we are to
survive in a multicultural
Australia we need to be a
movement reaching out to a
multicultural society.

—James Bracegirdle

Posters Tell
the Message

The Keilor East, Vic, church
is situated on a busy road.
Recently the members of the
church erected these colourful
posters to tell the Christian mes­
sage to people passing by.

Members of the Keilor East,
Vic, church are shown
erecting the posters, which
are visible to traffic travel­
ling both ways along
Mllleara Road
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People
Alice Lawrance Honoured

On 16 July 100 friends and
family celebrated the70th birth­
day of Alice Lawrance. Alice's
life has touched so many people
in these years it is a pleasure to
honour this gracious Christian
lady.

Alice wasborn on 5 July 1919,
the youngest of six children.
She worshipped at the
Lenswood, SA, church and was
baptised at the Croydon, SA,
church in 1936 because there
was no baptistry at Lenswood.

In 1938 Alice married Sid
Lawrance and together they
transferred their membership
to Flinders Park in 1952. Alice
became very involved in youth
work at Flinders Park, was a
tower of strength for the teen­

agers and involved in Christ­
mas camps with the Youth De­
partment.

She has been involved on all
levels of the Girls' Brigadeand
was Federal Officer command­
ing cadets from 1962-65. She
has also been involved with the
Christian Education Depart­
ment, with Women's Confer­
ence (Conference President
1963-64 and Conference Secre­
tary 1965-68).

Following the loss of her
husband, Alice's ministry took
yet another turn when she spent
nine years at the College of the
Bible, Glen Iris. Alice was offi­
cially the housekeeper but she
also became a friend and confi­
dant to the students and fac­
ulty. During those years she
worshipped at the Glen Wav-
erley, Vic, church and made
many friends there.

Since her return to Adelaide
Alice is still serving as a leader
of a weekly Bible study and as
an elder of the Hinders Park
church and her witness is en­
couraging all with whom she
has contact.

Alice Lawrance is a loving
mum to Gaynor and husband
Brian and grandmother to two
boys. —Debbie Short

Filipino Evangelists Visiting
Australia

Rev Paul and Josuena Mor­
tiz, Filipino evangelists, are
visiting Australia during Sep­
tember with International
Needs.

Ray Harrison, from New
Zealand,founderand President
of International Needs, will also
be visiting Australia.

Paul and Jo have been in­
volved in planting and over­
seeing house church fellow­
ships in the suburbs of Manila.

10 churches have been estab­
lished in the barrios with over
400 members.

Crusades, weekly radio
broadcasts and literature out­
reach programs are some of
their evangelistic tools.

Josuena Mortiz has a Bache­
lor of Theology degree.

Paul and Jo have five chil­
dren and the family is known
throughout the Philippines as
"The Singing Mortiz Family".

While in Australia Paul
Mortiz and Ray Harrison have
some engagements at Churches
of Christ congregations.

These are on 17 September
(Ray Harrison) at the Ring­
wood, Vic, church at 7 pm; 18
September at 8 pm at an Inter­
national NeedsCoffeeand Des­
sert evening at Nunawading
church; and on 20 September
at 2 pm at the Ocean Grove,
Vic, church and at 7.30 pm at
the Manifold Heights church.

Full details of the evangel­
ists' itinerary areavailable from
InternationalNeedson(03)873
2138.

A Christian Reaches Out

Dorothy Heard with John and Fran Birreli (immediate past
President) with Ted Heard at his Induction

E.W. (Ted) Heard joined the
Adelaide Rotary club during
1975-76 and transferred to St
Marys, SA, Club in 1983-84 on
his retirement. There he was
appointed Secretary and now
has been inducted as President
for the year 1989-90. There are
20 members in the club, but at
the induction 50 were present.

The major projects for his
year are the Christmas Ham­
per appeal and their ongoing

Recycling Shop.
Ted expects to raise S4-5,000

during his year for their chari­
table works, especially the in­
ternational appeal for world
literacy.

"Rotary is a community or­
ganisation where Christiansare
able to represent their vocation
and keep the real qualities of
life before the community,"
said Ted.

—John Baker

Recognition of Douglas
Hughes

In recognition of his out­
standing service as honorary
secretary of the Vic-Tas Over­
seas Mission Department a
presentation was made to
Douglas Hughes and flowers
were presented to his wife
Grace following the Depart­
ment's August meeting.
Douglas had been a member of
the Department for 16 years

and served as secretary for 14
of those years. Phyl Davis,
Conference President, ex­
pressed appreciation on behalf
of Conference and Bruce Al­
corn on behalf of the Depart­
ment.

Douglas is currently resour­
cing and collating material for
a centenary history of our
Overseas Mission work.

MAYLANDS
Church of Christ, SA

The 80-year history of Maylands church is
now available.

Copies can be obtained from:
Ray Johnson
PO Box 234

Norwood, SA 5067
Cost: $10 plus postage of $2.70
Cheques payable to Maylands

Church of Christ
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News
I

Ainsiie Foundation Stone Anniversary

Audrey Bourke remembers

25 June 1989 marked the30th
anniversary of the laying of the
foundation stone of the Ains-
lie, ACT, church.

Peter Nelson pointed out
that 30 years in the span of

Negotiations with the Tas­
manian Government for the
outright purchase of Camp
Seaview, Bicheno, were suc­
cessfully completed in June.
The 2.5 hectare site has been
purchased for $71,700 plus
legal and other expenses.

The purchase marks several
years of negotiations with the
Government and has been
welcomed by the Tasmanian
Conference and the Vic-Tas
Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Development,
which operates the camping
centre.

The site, with its outstand­
ing ocean view,hasbeen leased
since camping began in the
early 1960s. The Department of
Mission, Education and Devel­
opment formally accepted re­
sponsibility for the administra­
tion of Camp Seaview in early
1988.

A major development pro­
gram is now under way. Colin
Orr has accepted the role of
project manager. Construction
will be carried out by subcon-

Christianity was as a pin point
and that the past was merely a
stepping stone into the future.
Greetings were sent from
members who were present
then, including the first 

tracting the various jobs. Where
possible, volunteer labour will
be used. Negotiations have
been in progress with the Tas­
manian Government for some
time concerning a grant to­
wards assistance for the con­
struction of the new activities
hall and dining room. A loan
from the Properties Corpora­
tion and the Government grant
are expected to bring the proj­
ect to lockup stage.

Loan repayments will be
financed from income, which
continues to rise with increas­
ing use by schools, church
groups and families. The cab­
ins are particularly popular at
holiday times. There are in­
creasing numbers of short-term
visitors throughout the year.
Basil and Ida Marden recently
commenced as managers.

The purchase of the site is a
major demand upon camping
operations. It is hoped that
between $15,000 to $20,000 can
be raised in gifts from Tas­
manian churches and individu­
als during 1 989-90. This will be 

minister, Gordon Stirling. At
the luncheon of celebration the
newly renovated church
kitchen was opened by the
Chairman of the Ainslieboard,
Roy Smalley.

necessary to assist with the
additional borrowing commit­
ments resulting from theagree-
ment to purchase. Gifts would
also be welcomed for special
items of equipment.

Further information is avail­
able from the Bicheno Man­
agement Committee Secretary
Malcolm Orr (Phone (002) 44
4238) or Don Smith of the Vic-
Tas Department of MED on
(03) 662 2377.

Graham
Chapman
Visits
Canberra

Graham Chapman, Lecturer
at Churches of Christ Theo­
logical College, Mulgrave,
visited Canberra for a week of
lectures.

The overall topic "A Faith
for Today's Australians" was
covered with many different
emphases from one Sunday
through to the next.

An inaugural lecture on the
birth of Churches of Christboth
in America and Britain as well
as our origins in Australia
showed how diverse are our
beliefs and emphases from state
to state.

During the week, Graham
spoke on issues very real to the
church and society today—
women in society and the
church, the environment and
our Christian responsibility.

Also church members had a
real and informative insight
into how it is possible to exam­
ine ourselves from within and
therefore to come to really
know Christ at that point and
in that way help others to grow
and know themselves through
Christ.

Finally, a very moving Con­
ference combined service was
held at Lyons church, where
Graham issued a challenge to
combat the decaying ills affect­
ing our society by building a
future based on the acceptance
of Christ as the solution.

KNEELER DESIGN PTY LTD
ARCHITECTURE

PLANNING
INTERIORS

LANDSCAPE

CURRENT PROJECT
MAJOR ADDITIONS & ALTERATIONS

TO GLEN WAVERLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

TELEPHONE (03) 481 2293 OR 391 5598
234-236 DOUGLAS PDE,

NEWPORT, VIC 3015

Bicheno Campsite Purchase Approval
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News
Ngaliwanyan Convention
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A Healthy Start with Jesus
Nurture of New Christians

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Hostel Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Walting List Now Open

I've just returned from two
weeks of blessing at the Con­
vention held by the Ngaliwan­
yan Church of ChristatLooma
in the Kimberley region of W A.
It took three long days to get
there but it was a small price to
pay for the privilege of sharing
with tribal Aboriginal Chris­
tians from as far away as Nul-
lagine, WA, and Lake Nash,
near Camooweal, Qld.

Much of each meeting was
conducted in thelocal language
and some of the most wonder­
ful singing was traditional and
tribal, yet the presence of God's
spirit was so evident, even
though some couldn't under­
stand the words.

A party of 13 young people
from the South Perth church,
led by associate minister David
Stanford and deacon David
Bell, contributed to each meet­

ing through song and drama.
This proved to be an ideal way
of communicating God's truth
to illiterate people.

There were some powerful
testimonies, some beautiful
singing and an early morning
prayer meeting each day. Sig­
nificantly there was a full con­
tribution from the men of each
community represented. At
each night meeting there were
first decisions and rededica­
tions.

The Looma church is about
10 years old. This Convention
coincided with the completion
of further extensions to its
building.

I've never been to a Conven­
tion quite like this one, nor will
I ever forget it. The develop­
ment of the church and its
Aboriginal leadership vindi­
cated the decision of the Fed­
eral Aborigines Board to place
a missionary pastor there in the
mid 1970s. God has blessed the
church ever since.

—A.W. Moyle

Bob Boska, current pastor
at Looma

Olive Biendurry (early missionary at Looma) and Limerick
(Looma church elder)

their faith, from that point
onwards.

The packet contains:
° A booklet that explains

seven spiritual truths new
Christians can be sure of when
they receive Christ.

• A daily devotional booklet
that the new Christian can be­
gin that night!

0 Leaflets explaining bap­
tism, the Lord's Supper and
Churches of Christ.

• A Bible study booklet and
covering letter from the minis­
try team, stating that another
Christian from the church will
be in touch shortly, to offer to
help with the Bible study.

The program has now been
inoperationforsixmonths,and
during thattime we havegiven
away over 50 of these packets,
largely due to the recent John
Bond mission at Marion, when
a large number of people be­
came Christians. At the pres­
ent time we have 25 members
working on a one to one basis
with new or re-committed
Christians. However, the most
exciting aspect of the program
for me personally, has been my
involvement with these new
Christians, as this has "done
wond ers" for my own faith and
enthusiasm for the Lord.

Qur nurture program at
Marion is by no means "fool
proof", but we have disco vered
some principles which are
working.

—Phil Webber

Phil and Maureen Webber, Marion’s follow-up conveners

Paul had been a Christian for
six months. Over a cup of cof­
fee I asked him, "What hap­
pened the night you made your
decision?"

"I went out the front," he
replied, "I said yes to the min­
ister's questions and then re­
turned to my seat. That was it
until the minister saw me dur­
ing the week."

From this conversation I
began to contemplate the nur­
ture of new Christians at
Marion, SA. Like many
churches, there were "a lot of
holes" in our program.

After consultation with our
ministry team, my wife Mau­
reen and I became leaders of
Marion's Follow Up program,
which utilises a pack of litera­
ture and other helpful
resources, "A Healthy Start
with Jesus." Our aim is to en­
courage the spiritual growth of
new Christians, from the time
they first make their decision
and during following weeks.

Each Sunday evening we
now have trained counsellors
who meet with anyone who
makes a first-time commitment
or recommitment to Christ. In
a sensitive and understanding
way they explain the steps by
which we receive our Saviour
and the candidate then prays
to receive Jesus into their life.
At the close of the counselling
session the new Christians are
given a "packet" containing lit­
erature to encourage them in 

—

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST



and at Kenmore

x?S'

—Russell Ritchie

"If God: Why Evil" will be
the central theme of Dr Richard
Phillips' lectures at Kenmore
Christian College in Septem­
ber. The course will give the
participants the opportunity to
explore the question in great
detail.

Dr Phillips is a faculty mem­
ber at Milligan College in
Johnson City, Tennessee.

Dr and Mrs Phillips will join
the annual ICEM Seminar on
11-15 September.

Registrants will discuss the
problems of pain and suffering
in relationship to spiritual
growth and ministry. Dr Phil­
lips will also deal with the is-

The reason I am writing for
The Australian Christian is to set
at ease some concerns a num­
ber of people have expressed
regarding my condition after
recently being diagnosed as
having multiple sclerosis.

When told by the neurolo­
gist that I did in fact have MS,
there was an enormous sense
of peace at finally knowing
what was wrong and an over­
whelming awareness of God's
presence in the whole situation.

It hasbeen over a month since
I was told of the onset of MS
and I assure all who know me
that I have accepted the news
well, that my faith in the Lord
is stronger than ever and that I
amlooking forward to continu­
ing in ministry.

My wife Margaret has been
marvellous in support of me
particularly over the past three
years as we have faced con­
cerns regarding my health. Both
Margaret and our four children
have been a vital part of our
"team" ministry here at An-
nerley, Qld.

The elders, board and mem­
bers of the church have been
supportive both in prayer and
practical ministries.

I am currently undergoing
physiotherapy tohelpbuild my
strength and control of my legs
etc, and am improving stead­
ily.

One final comment to all
those who made the remark
that "life begins at 40" when I
turned 40 last October. So far, I
am not impressed. If this is what
I am like at 40 I am not sure
about turning 50, 60 and 70.1
have always wanted to be like
Gordon Stirling—always
young, never aging, a nd al way s
energetic.

The future is not dark, but
filled with opportunities to
serve the Lord further.

I know he will never leave
me nor forsake me or my fam­
ily-

time they have visited the Col­
lege in this capacity, having
visited in 1979 (Woolwich) and
1986.

The main areas in which Dr
Phillips will be lecturing are
New Testament and Theology.

sues related to the nature of
God and evil as revealed in the
scriptures.

"If God Why Evil" will be
taught through 12-15 Septem­
ber. ICEM courses also include
an all-day course on 11 Sep­
tember titled "Dealing with
Depression". Dr Jay Adams,
from Westminster Theological
Seminary in California, will
lead a seminar in Biblical coun­
selling with the theme "Com­
petent to Counsel".

KCC student body president,
Cheryl Hoskins, reports that
more than 100 have registered
for the ICEM week at the Col­
lege.

MS
DJaiginosedl
for Russell
Rltohie

"P LICENSED AGENTS & AUCTIONEERS M.R.E.I.
66 GREENHILL RD., WAYVILLE 5034
Established 1901
SERVING SOUTH AUSTRALIA

ADELAIDE—METROPOLITAN—HIILS—NEAR COUNTRY
FOR ALL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

Selling, Buying, Auctions, Valuations, Transfers,
Renting & Letting. Finance Arranged.

Make use of our long years of experience through
NEIL McLEAN—Phone (08) 272 6900

Ken Bond
Appointed
AiS Chaplain

Ken Bond has been ap­
pointed the Australian Insti­
tute of Sport chaplain.

Ken hasbeen serving as sport
chaplain with the Western
Suburbs Rugby League Club
for three years and was one of
the Australian delegates to the
World Congress on Sport Min­
istry in Korea duringlastyear's
Olympics.

The Australian Sports Com­
mission approved the
chaplaincy proposal last
month, after negotiations with
the Sports and Leisure Minis­
try.

56 chaplains currently serve
with this ministry, including
chaplains in cricket, golf, foot­
ball, basketball, and motor rac­
ing. In addition, the SLM (Spe­
cialised Life Orientated Min­
istries) has Christians in Sport
fellowship groups, with the
ACT group meeting with Ken
Bond at the AIS.

Ken was initially approached
by Dr Mark Tronson, SLM's
National Ministry Co-ordina­
tor, due to Ken's significant
ministry to administrators,
coaching staff and players at
Western Suburbs.

His international experience
in Seoul was vital to the deci­
sion. Ken was inducted to this
ministry on 9 August.

Ken Bond has ministered at
the CampbelItown,NSW,
Church of Christ for the past
13 years.

Dr Phillips to
Lecture at
Carlingford

The Churches of Christ in
New South Wales Theologi­
cal College has welcomed Dr
Richard Phillips as a visiting
lecturer, from the United States,
to its teaching faculty for the
second semester of the 1989
academic year.

Dr Phillips and his wife
Becky comefromjohnson City,
Tennessee, where Dick is on
the faculty of Milligan College.
He also lectures occasionally at
the Emmanuel School of Re­
ligion. Dick is a chaplain with
the rank of Colonel in the US
Air Force Reserve.

Dr and Mrs Phillips are not
newcomers to either Australia
or the College. This is the third

*

Imagine, 2 Bibles
+ 2 NTs + 2 John's Gospels

all in NIV at only
$10 post-paid.

1 Order your introductory '
Pack today from the

IBMission, PO Box 222,
Frankston 3199
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Letters to the Editoir

Letters are limited to 200
words

“Art Thou Weary”
To the Editor,

The recent article "I Will Lift
up Mine Eyes unto the Hills"
byJohnHarrison("AC"22July)
reminded me ofthestorylwas
told of a previous climb up the
Great Western Tiers some 55
years ago by the late A.J. Fisher,
who was conducting a mission
at Caveside, Tas. Having ex­
pressed a wish to climb the
mountain he took a day off to
do so, and was taken to the top.

At the meeting that night,
either by accident or design, a
very obviously tired and weary
minister raised a chuckle at the
meeting when he announced
the opening hymn: "Art thou
weary, art thou languid, art
thou sore distressed". He cer­
tainly was.

—Allan Orr
(Tasmanian Historian)

“Just”
To the Editor,

1 thoroughly endorse Ed
Roffey's letter ("AC" 5 August),
especially with regard to the
useof the word "just" in public
prayer and speech. I would add
a further criticism. All too many
speakers and pray-ers mispro­
nounce the word as "jist". This
belittles the speaker in the eyes,
and grates on the ears, of hear­
ers who like to hear the
"Queen's English" properly
spoken.

Further, the term "kids" used
for children and youth is like­
wise belittling and objection­
able. "Kids" are the offspring
of goats, not people. How many
parents would appreciate the
corollary of that use of the term
"kids" (for their children) that
they are goats?

The higher standards of
speech and the correct use of
words should be every
speaker's aim.

—W.W. Saunders
(Frankston North, Vic)

Congratulations
To the Editor,

Congratulations to Bronwyn
Hickman on the article about
Alan Hirsch ("AC" 22 July).

May Alan know the value of
his ministry as he moves
amongst the people of South
Melbourne. With his back­
ground, belief and support and
ministry of his wife Debbie,
may much be done to the
greater glory of God as he
serves in the years to come.

—Bruce Burn
(Morwell, Vic)

Political Involvement
for

Christians
To the Editor,

The importance of the sepa­
ration of church and stateseems
to me to be a lie of Satan that
has bound Christians for cen­
turies. Disastrous results are
glaringly evident as govern­
ments motivated by humanis­
tic philosophies have in the last
20 years legislated 55,000 new
laws and regulations, which
have subtly restricted God
appointed individual citizen
rights and freedoms.

God surely planned that his
will be done on earth as in
heaven through such institu­
tions as the family unit, the
body of Christ (church) and
righteous civil government.
(See Romans 13, 1 Timothy
2:1-2,1 Samuel 12) The church
and Christians need to be in­
volved in civil government to
ensure that we are the "salt of
the earth"!

In spite of what Gerald Rose
says ("AC" 5 August), some of
us do evaluate movements of
today with Scripture and com­
mon sense before allowing
them to lead out thinking. I
think it is very poor of him to
blacken the Logos Foundation
by association with the League
of Rights when there is not any.
I also took exception to Gerald
using his Presidential address
to assassinate the character of
those leaders and supporters
of Logos, who consider that
such a voice is desperately
needed in our day.

For Christians to withdraw
from the political arena is like
extinguishing the light of God
in that area.

Christians need to select
candidates for Parliament not
by political party but by the
one who is spiritual and at­

tuned to God's will. I believe
that in such present times with
the tremendous spiritual de­
cline of Australia that God has
raised up Fred Nile and Al
Watson of Call to Australia,
Cedric Jacobs of One Australia
Movement, and Howard Car­
ter of Logos Foundation. We
should be giving them every
support instead of smearing
them and seeking to detract
from their effort.

—Peter Pitts
(Hampton St, Vic)

Church and State
To the Editor,

Irrespective of Alexander
Campbell's theology on church
and state (Gerald Rose, "AC" 5
August), Jesus demonstrated a
reactionary involvement in
politics, breaking the law and
being crucified because he
proclaimed himself theauthor-
ity over all politics.

History records shortcom­
ings in the Church-State sys­
tem, but need we throw the 

baby out with the bath water
for this system laid the founds'
tion for the English speaking
people, of an order of law and
justice (British common law)
that promoted a social struc­
ture supreme in world politics.

Can we contemplate alter­
natives, or trust the affairs of
men to the human heart if we
understand Jeremiah 17:9.

In the British Hall of Justice,
Jesus represents the Spirit of
Law. In the foyer of the United
Nations headquarters Jesus is
substituted for the pagan god
Zeus. This is significant, par­
ticularly as we see our political
representatives flouting our
Constitution to form alliances
with the UN.

Let's be alert. To quote Sir
Raphael Cilento, "Our heritage
today is the fragments gleaned
from past ages; the heritage of
tomorrow—good orbad—will
be determined by our actions
today."

—T.A. Fraser
(Maitland, NSW)
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Circumferences
To the Editor,

We all know about Katie's diets. After Bible study she refuses
supper with a little recital about her latest. Most dieters talk about
calories and kilograms and girth. Not Katie. She is always wor­
ried about what she calls her "circumference". Not that she has
any cause for worry. She never looks like losing it!

I was idly thinking of her most recent rundown on her circum­
ference when my mind slipped away from Katie's avoirdupois to
my own circumference...but not the one round my middle. It was
the one that I seem to draw round myself and my immediate
interests.

I had heard of people who draw circles round themselves that
include their address, their family, their job, and the footy, and
not much more. 1 wondered if my circumference was a bit too
tightly drawn.

It dawned on me that as a professing Christian it should take in
all the people in the world and all the problems in the world, as
well as all the beauty and wonder in the world and all of the
marvels of modern achievement, and lots of other things out
there.

That s some circumference and I suppose that's the oneH
should be drawing round myself, because after all God so lov
t e world that he gave his Son. And you can't get a bigger
circumference than that.

Suddenly I realised that looking out on that sort of circumfer­
ence is much better than navel gazing at the compass point.

Yours inclusively, °
—Tertius
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Thank You
To the Editor,

Thank you all the various
people who have sent me cop­
ies of past Conference Hand­
books and church histories fol-
lowingmyletter("AC"22July).
I very much appreciate receiv­
ing them and enjoy research­
ing material from them.

If any retiring ministers have
old handbooks they no longer
want I would very much ap­
preciate them being sent to me.
Larger parcels should be sent
to Malcolm Bird, c/o Mel­
bourne Pathology, 32 Smith St,
Collingwood 3066, or smaller
letters could be sent to my home
address Hat 4,17 Dunoon St,
Murrumbeena 3163.

I would very much appreci-
ateany church sending me their
weekly pew leaflets. These
could be sent on a two-monthly
basis to save postage.

Any local church histories
would be very much appreci­
ated.

—Malcolm Bird
(Murrumbeena, Vic)

Stance on Abortion
To the Editor,

In Appendix II of the book
Abortion in Australia—Answers
and Alternatives by A. Fisher
and J. Cunningham, the views
on abortion held by churches
and religious groups in Aus­
tralia are recorded. As no view
from Churches of Christ was
mentioned, I made enquiries
from Federal and State Execu­
tives concerning whether the
issue has been discussed at
Conference level and a policy
formulated.

The Queensland Conference
has a statement on abortion
from the Christian perspective,
and a motion concerning abor­
tion was brought to Federal
Conference in 1979. Federal
Conference recognised that
there is much confusion con­
cerning abortion in relation to
Christian principles, to the law,
and to the welfare of society
and recommended that mate­
rial be prepared, presenting all
points of view and that this be
made available for use in
Church study groups. A paper
"A Christian View on Abor­
tion" was prepared by Dr

Trevor Banks.
The material on abortion

presented to Federal Confer­
ence in 1979 stated that there
were over 100,000 abortions
performed in Australia each
year. Ten years later, the num­
ber would be no less. More
abortions are carried out in
Australia each year than the
number of people killed by the
atomic bomb at Hiroshima. On
average, one unborn Austra-
lianchild dies by abortion every
seven minutes.

As Christians, we need to
recognise our responsibility to
protect the unborn and counsel
and care for any person who is
contemplating or has gone
through with an abortion. A
serious study of valuable re­
source material should moti­
vate us to positive action and
enable us to formulate a policy
which would be accepted as
the stance taken by Churches
of Christ in Australia.

—Ron McLean
(Cowandilla, SA)

American News
To the Editor,

I think it was W.C. Fields
who said about the press, "It
doesn't matter what they say
about you as long as they spell
your name right."

Well, a funny thing hap­
pened to me when I was leav­
ing the United States a few
weeks ago. I bought a copy of
The Los AngelesTimes and found
that our denomination had
made the front page. The Chris­
tian Church (Disciples of
Christ) was holding its Assem­
bly in Indianapolis. The report
which made the front page of
the "LA.Times" was headed,
"Vote on Who Enters Heaven

Put Off". It appears that our
American cousins have re­
ferred to a theological commis­
sion the issue of "what makes a
Christian" rather than take a
voteon that issue by the assem­
bly delegates.

I can only assume that there
is some relationship between 

the declining numbers of our
church in America and their
inability, after 200 years (or
2,000) to determine what it
means to be a Christian today.
Article below.

—Jay Bacik
(Northside, NSW)

Vote on Who Enters Heaven Put Off
Indianapolis—A controversy over whether ministers should

preach that only Christians can enter heaven was referred to a
committee today at the convention of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ).

The 700 delegates postponed a vote to accept or reject a re­
port on the so-called "Jesus Resolution" drafted with an eye
toward healing the rift between the church's theological con­
servatives and liberals but which may only have deepened
them. The proposed resolution asks that the Disciples affirm
that salvation is possible only through Jesus and that only
Christians will have eternal life after death.

The report on the proposed resolution was prepared by the
church's Commission on Theology and suggests it might be
inappropriate and self-righteous to say salvation is possible
only through Jesus. It says only God, not Christians, can deter­
mine who should enter heaven.

FOR NEW HOLDEN & HONDA
SEE MURRAY ECKERT
OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ. i.. -
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden & Honda
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 2721600 A.H. (08) 278 4515

Les Lawlor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—"white ants"—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact,
any pest that grows, walks or flies.
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Phone (08) 43 9636
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I/IUHU bookstore

Prisons and Prisoners
by Constance Lytton (Virago Press)

Constance Lytton was the third child of the First Earl of Lytton.
She was a genteel spinster whose childhood friends were mem­
bers of the Royal family. She was a chronic invalid since infancy,
and she lived quietly in the country. In 1909, at the age of 42,
Constance joined the ranks of the militant suffragettes and en­
gaged in controversial and dangerous acts of political activism.
Constance Lytton had long been an advocate for prison reform,
and her incarceration, which resulted from her new militant
stand served only to confirm the need for major social reform
when she was sentenced to one month in Holloway Prison for her
part in taking a deputation to the House of Commons.

Her exposure to the pain and suffering of the poorest and most
abject of women imprisoned for petty theft, concealment of birth,
vagrancy or prostitution increased the motivation and commit­
ment of Constance and her fellow suffragettes to continue mili­
tant action in the battle for women's rights.

Constance's description of the prisons and prison conditions in
the early 1900s depicts prison life in the minutest detail, an
historical document within the stirring account of thesuffragettes
heroic and sacrificial struggle to gain voting rights and better
conditions for women.

Constance was convinced that she had been given preferential
treatment because of her aristocratic rank, and later posed as Jane
Warton, a working class woman. As Jane she was forcibly fed in
goal when she went on a hunger strike.

Prisons and Prisoners is a moving account of Constance Lytton's

NEW DiciIONARYOF
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Books • Bibles • Records • Cassettes•Music • Gifts
Discount Prices, Mall & Phone orders welcome, Credit cards accepted.
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Aboriginal Issues
Aboriginal issues are complex. In the 10 years since the Zadok

Institute for Christianity and Society produced a reading guide
on Aborigines and Australian Christianity, much more has been
published. The Australian community has become more a ware of
the issues involved, and if anything, the complexity of these
issues has increased.

In this new reading guide John Harris discusses many recent
and some older books. A basic reading list provides what John
considers essential reading for any Australian Christian who
genuinely wants to understand. A second list discusses other
particularly important books which those who want to study
deeply should read. A third list comments on a wide range of
other books.

Aboriginal Issues is available from the Zadok Institute for
Christianity and Society, Blackall Street, Barton 2600, or phone
(062) 73 1634, for $2 plus 80c postage.

involvement with the suffragette movement and her experiences
in prison, an absorbing reminder of the spirit of sacrifice which
modern women have to thank for their emancipation.

—Margaret Burrage-Coburn

New Dictionary of Theology
edited by Sinclair B. Ferguson and
David F. Wright (Inter-Varsity Press)

Published in the middle of 1988, this book
has been greeted as a major publication. It is
difficult to know how to start to review such
a massive tome (738 pages) that covers such a
wide rangeof material (630articles, fully cross-

----- ivp | referenced). Looking at other reviews of this
work I have seen the great majority have wel­

comed its appearance, though with some small criticisms about
areas not well covered or not well cross-referenced in the opinion
of the reviewer. Anyone who buys this volume or picks it up to
study will no doubt find some area of disagreement. After all 210
contributors covering the range of biblical, systematic and his­
torical theology will never fully agree with each other or the
reader. While it may appear that this volume has been published
with the minister and theological student in mind, it is not too
technical and contains material on many issues that are very
topical (abortion, theology of African independent churches,
Southern Baptist theology etc.).

It is interesting to look at some of the theologians whose views
are summarised. These range from the early church fathers
(Clement of Alexandria, Origen, early heretical movement lead­
ers such as Marcion), through the Middle Ages ( Peter Abelard,
Joachimism), touching on the major Reformation figures (Martin
Luther, John Calvin), right up to current theological thinking
(John Macquarrie, Jacques Ellul, Jurgen Moltmann, Gerrit Cor­
nells Berkouwer and others).

The range of topics that are considered in articles also covers a
broad range. A quick flip of the pages turned up the following
headings: Fellowship, Feminist Theology, Holocaust, Holiness
Movement, Laity, Montanism, Moral Theology, Pantheism,
Papacy, Poverty and Wealth and Sacrifice.

The volume claims to cover the whole spectrum of evangelical
theology and, as the publisher notes, contains material on Roman
Catholicism, liberal theology and current modern secular trends.

A quick glance at the article on baptism sees that the article was 

You re as slow as Brown’s cows this morning...

Ull.lIMfSf.
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primarily written from an adult baptism position, however a
justification for infant baptism is given.

Highly recommended for any church library, this volume
should also be on ministers' shelves and would be invaluable for
students at college. This is not the work for someone undertaking
detailed research, but should suit everybody else.

—-CRA

Prayer Triplets
by Brian Mills (Anzea Publishers) $7.50

Another secret to success? Yes. All over the world Christians
are meeting in small groups and realising the growth that gener­
ates from a deepening relationship with their God. Brian Mills
initiated prayer triplets in preparation for the Billy Graham
Mission in England a few years ago. So outstanding were the
results that the concept has been picked up by many other
evangelists and by local churches.

Brian's book relates the history of the movement, some prayer
principles, problems and how to start a group. He states that we
will have our requests when prayer is in his will (therefore must
know it), there is no blockage and we have a firm faith in God.
While this is largely true, it fails to take into account all that
Scripture reveals and thuscan lead to disappointment. Brian does
try to cover this possibility in a couple of the chapters. Such
treatment is typical of a popular theology that states too much
and then must be corrected.

In addition, personal experience plays a big part in developing
some of the principles he presents. Sloppy theology comes when
one bases practice upon personal experience backed by any text
that will fit. This compromises the good of the book. I believe the
author also draws upon wrong conclusions concerning the work
of the Holy Spirit, e.g. "Praying in the Spirit is going beyond mere
knowledge" (page 83) is a position that cannot be supported from
Scripture. There are good books and there arebooks with good in
them, I believe this to be one of the latter.

If one wants a good book on prayer I would recommend
Michael Baughen's The Prayer Principle, a book the author himself
recommends. If one wishes to learn about prayer triplets then
read chapters 3,15,16 (26 pages) and the first two appendices.

—T. Bjorem

The Mustard Seed
Conspiracy
You Can Make a Difference In
Tomorrow’s Troubled World
by Tom Sine (Word Books)

According to Tom Sine there is a Mus­
tard Seed Conspiracy operating in the
world today. He argues that there are a
growing number of Christians who are
rediscovering the truth that the most sat­
isfying life is not the life of greed and
acquisitiveness—but the life that is given
away. Tom Sine argues that God has

chosen to change the world through the lowly, the unassuming
and the imperceptible.

The early part of the book examines many of the problems
facing the world today, particularly the Western world. He
examines the trends and looks at the needs of humans during the
coming decades but then he goes on to show that the Christian
faith can help humans cope with this new world.

This is one of a series of books that are arguing for a new style
of Christian understanding and of sharing faith. Tom Sine is
especially concerned about righteousness and the place of the
Christian in sharing this righteousness in the world.

TOM SINE

You Can Make _
a Difference bsi|mc3
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TrcubJcd World ]| |(1 3

MUSTARD

Kl@ws
Homes Visitation

The Vic-Tas CWF Homes
Visitation Committee each
year arranges about 40 visits to
the residents of the Christian
Guest Home, Oakleigh, Em­
maus, the Nursing Home at
Murrumbeena and Fred Com­
bridge House at Northcote.
Each year over500 women, and
often their husbands, from
CWFgroups in Melbourne and
Warragul bring happiness
through their entertainment,
afternoon teas and fellowship
with their guests.

Three committee members
from the Carnegie church as­
sist with the afternoon tea at
Emmaus, four from the
Oakleigh church at the Chris­

tian Guest Home and one with
rostered members from
Ormond at the Nursing Home.
Over the years faithful and
dedicated service in this capac­
ity has been given by many
women. During my time as
Superintendent a wonderful
record was made on the retire­
ment of Mrs Vera Goddard
after 30 years at the Christian
Guest Home.

These visits are a Christian
service which provides a link
of fellowship between CWF
groups and the elderly resi­
dents.

—Fay Lawn
(Superintendent CWF

Homes Visitation)

KCC Diploma Receives
SCD Approval

The Sydney College of Di­
vinity (SCD) now recognises
the Kenmore Christian Col­
lege diploma as adequate for
admission to the Bachelor of
Theology (BTh) conversion
courses.

After investigations by Gab­
riel Babare, lecturer with KCC,
the Board applied for recogni­
tion of its diploma as an accept­
able prerequisite to the
Churches of Christ NSW
Theological College (Carling­
ford) BTh Conversion Course.
This application was success­
ful and will benefit all KCC
students who have graduated
with a diploma in the last 10
years.

Principal Donald W Spencer
reports, "This decision opens
the doors of opportunity.

"Those students who have
graduated from KCC with a
diploma since 1979 can now
apply for admission to the
Carlingford BTh Conversion
Course. With the completion
of eight subjects, KCC gradu­
ates can upgrade their diploma
to a recognised degree. The
SCD BTh degree can provide
open doors to further tertiary
education in Australia or
abroad."

Presently three graduates
have enrolled in the BTh Con­

version Course.
Gabriel Babare continues in

his lecturing responsibilities at
Kenmore and the course work
towards the SCD BTh.

Cheryl Hoskins is minister­
ing part-time at the Bundamba,
Qld, church, takes courses at
Kenmore, and is upgrading her
KCC diploma. Paul Scully
ministers full-time to the Ca-
boolture, Qld, church, but has
enrolled in courses to complete
the BTh through the conver­
sion course.

Through two-week module
courses at Kenmore or Carling­
ford and independent studies
in the field, students can com­
plete the requirements. Stu­
dents can choose courses in four
fields of study: social sciences,
biblical studies, church history
and biblical theology, or prac­
tical ministries.

Principal Spencer explains,
"The beauty of this conversion
method is its flexibility, allow­
ing the diploma graduates to
remain in their ministries, but
continue their educational
pursuits.

"Students can be far from the
college campus and yet endeav­
our to improve their academic
standings."

KCC is co-operating with
Carlingford in this effort.
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France has twice as many
Muslims as Protestant
Christians, and Paris has
more spiritist healers than
all doctors, priests and
pastors combined.

Vaccines are now saving
the Ilves of about 1.5
million children each year
In the developing world,
according to UNICEF. At
the beginning of the
1980s less than 5% of the
poor world's children
were being Immunised
and diseases like whoop­
ing cough, measles and
tetanus were killing 4-5
million young children
each year. Today well
over 50% of children are
reached by vaccination
services.

The Overseas Mission
Board has commenced a
recorded news service
giving the latest news of
the various mission fields.
This is only available at
weekends and can be
heard by phoning (08) 271
3620.

Throughout Africa and
Latin America average
family Incomes have
fallen by 10-25% since
1980. Indebted countries
have also cut expendi­
tures on social services.
The 40 least developed
countries have slashed
spending on health by
50% per head and on
education by 25% per
head over the past few
years.

The Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Canada and the
Anglican Church of Can­
ada are to begin a relation­
ship of “interim sharing of
the eucharist". Besides
eucharistic sharing, the
relationship is to include
joint programs in evangel­
ism, socialaction, and Bible
study; shared facilities; and
regularintercessionsforthe
other.

UNICEF estimates that
the total additional In­
vestment required to
meet basic human needs
would be in the region of
$30-50 billion a year
throughout the 1990s.
Devoted to food and nu­
trition, primary health 

care and education, and
safe waterand sanitation,
such a sum could eradi­
cate the worst aspects of
poverty in little more than
a decade from now.

The executive council of
the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Latvia has ex­
pressed “'full support" for
the “aim of national inde­
pendence for Latvia" as
proclaimed by the Latvian
Popular Front.

According to South Aus­
tralian police statistics
for 1987-88, offenders
aged under 18 commit­
ted more crimes than any
other age group. 4,646
offences, Including mur­
der, rape, assault, rob­
bery and fraud were
listed. The number of
crimes attributed to the
18-24 age group was
2,395.

The Report “Young Aus­
tralians and Drugs" states
that 81% of people in goal
had drunk alcohol before
committing the offence for
which they were charged.

At the time of their of­
fence 10% of rape offend­
ers were drunk, 10% had
been drinking heavily and
67% moderately. Re­
search has also revealed
that 37% of rape victims
had been drinking before
the offence.

While in America on study
leave from the NSW Theo­
logical College (Carling­
ford) Keith and Peter
Farmer attended the Gen­
eral Assembly of the Chris­
tian Church (Disciples of
Christ) held 28 July-2
August.

Vlc-Tas CWF Council
meeting on 13 October
will be held at Latrobe
Terrace, Geelong. Ses­
sions will beatn amand
1.30 pm. Morning tea will
be at 10.30 am and it Is
B YO lunch. Further Infor­
mation from Eleanor
Roberts on (03) 874 5110.

Recently the Association of
Australasian and South-
East Asian Evangelistswas
formed. It is holding a
Conference 12-14 Decem­

ber at Collaroy, NSW. The
keynote speaker will be
Frances Anfuso, an Ameri­
can evangelist. Details and
application forms are avail­
able from the Association
at PO Box 42, Lyneham
2602. Phone (062) 57 3367.

The Leprosy Mission Is
holding its annual Lep­
rosy Awareness Week
10-17 September. There
will be public rallies in all
states.

In April a group of people
met together to establish
The Australian Network of
Spiritual Direction. Their
first national conference of
lectures, workshops and
sharing is planned for 4-7
May 1990, in Adelaide.
Membership is $25 per
year. For details contact
Rev George Trippe, The
Centre for Christian Spiri­
tuality, Wollaston Rd, Mt
Claremont 6010. Phone
(09) 384 5023.

Tony Cupit, general
superintendent of the
Baptist Union of Victoria,
hasbeen appointed to the
executive staff of the
Baptist World Alliance.
He willassumeresponsl-
bllity for two of the B WA’s
four directorates, as di­
rector of Evangelism and
Education, and director
of Study and Research.

The Christian Broadcast­
ing Network of Australia is
committed to presenting the
Gospel through the media
in prime time. Their first
television "commercial" will
feature the cartoon strip
“Pearly Gates" as an ani­
mation and could be
screened in September.

Chinese church leaders
resolutely endorsed”

their Governments mas­
sacre of protesting stu­
dents In Beijing's
Tienanmen Square, in a
statement dated 27
June.This contradicts a
May statement Issued by
the Christian Council
which gave strong sup­
port to the students'
demands.

In Charlotte, North Caro­
lina, two former aids to PTL
founder Jim Bakker have 

been convicted of evading
$US525,000 in income
taxes on money they took
from the PTL ministry. The
Taggart brothers reportedly
spent nearly $US1.2 mil­
lion in PTL money on per­
sonal luxuries with Bakker’s
approval.

The Archbishop of Can­
terbury, Dr Robert Run-
cie, has criticised relig­
ious fundamentalism and
linked it to much of the
world's strife. “Where
there is strife in our world,
you do not have to look
hard to see the hand of
various brands of funda­
mentalism—Islamic fun­
damentalism In the
Middle East, Christian
fundamentalism in Ulster
or Jewish fundamental­
ism in Israel.”

The biennial National Chris­
tian Conferenceof the Blind
is being held in Perth 29
September to 2 October.
The conference is open to
any blind or print-handi­
capped person, or any
sighted person who would
like to attend as a volunteer
enablerwilling to assist with
guiding etc. Details from
CBMI, 1245 Burke Rd.Kew
3101.

The Anglican Church in
Australia is facing a new
split over a proposal to
take a more compassion­
ate stand on the remar­
riage of divorced people.
Some clergy and lay
members are vehemently
opposed to remarriage
saying the Bible clearly
forbids it and It Is a sin.

Swindlers, claiming God is
their co-investor, bilked
thousands of Americans
out of more than $US450
million in the past 5 years.
according to a study by
securities regulators.

At the moment, one new
case of leprosy is being
diagnosed every six
weeks among non-Abo-
riglnal Australians.

In Indianapolis the Chris­
tian Church (Disciples of
Christ) will build a $US15
million international office
complex. The new offices
will enable Disciples to 

bring together at one loca
tion units in three separate
facilities.

In a recent poll It was
discovered that 93% of
all Americans owned a
Bible. However, half of
them say they never read
it, including 23% of all
born again Christians.
Only 18% of ail born again
Christians said they read
the Bible every day.

The governor of Mexico's
southernmost state, Chia­
pas, has pledged to intro­
duce legislation lifting
immunity from prosecution
for elected officials who
engage in illegal activities,
particularly targeting town
mayors who have used
their position to persecute
and expel Christians from
tribal lands.

In Hong Kong Chinese
Christians report a new
wave of fines, arrests,
and the confiscation of
radios as punishment for
monitoring broadcasts
aired by the Far East
Broadcasting Company.

Vietnam is prepared to
welcome foreign Christians
to live and teach English
and other subjects on short­
term contracts, according
to Anglican priest Due
Nguyen, who visited the
country in late June.

The Bible Society will
have a stand at the Mel­
bourne Show this year,
located in the Hall of
Manufacturers. A "Good
News Services” caravan,
run by the Christian Bre­
thren Assemblies will
also help to provide ■
Christian presenceatthe
show. Both stands have
available Christian litera­
ture with the Bible Soci­
ety selling a show bag.

A meeting to consider the
Christian “presence'in next
year's Melbourne Moomoa
procession will be held a
12.15 pm on 15 Septem­
ber at St John's Anglican
Church, Toorak.

New Danish legislation
allows physicians an
nurses the right to refus
to assist with abortions.
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Tired Legs Buy Bibles Stars and Stripes

A few of the riders after the Bike-a-thon

There were some leg weary
people around Owen, SA,
when children and adults took
part in a bike-a-ton to raise
funds for the Bible Society's
Bikes f orBibles project for Af­
rica.

58 took part in the event on
13 August organised by the
Sunday School of the Owen
Combined Congregation

An Aboriginal chaplain is to
be appointed for Aboriginal
young offenders in NSW. The
first such appointment Austra­
lia is in response to the dispro­
portionate number of Aborigi­
nal youths in custody. About
25% of people in NSW deten­
tion centres are Aboriginal.

The Church Messenger, the
first church run newspaper for
public sale rather than re­
stricted distribution since the
1917 Soviet revolution, has
been launched by the Russian
Orthodox Church. The initial
print run is 50,000.

In Manila 20,000 are living
on the Smokey Mountain tip.
People urinate wherever they
feel the need, ladies wash their
clothes in slimy green water.
There are no showers, no toi­
lets and no running water. Most
people are desperately poor
and hungry.

(Uniting Church and Chur­
ches of Christ) as its annual
project. People from neighbour­
ing towns and children from
Kids Club also took part.

Ranging from youngsters on
tricycles (who rode a mini­
course) to one grandfather the
riders circled Owen township
up to 10 times to raise money
through sponsorship.

Among the participants was
one entire family (although
Mum was towed for a couple
of laps by Dad) and pre­
schooler Bradley Nicolai cov­
ered eight laps on a bike com­
plete with trainer wheels.

Former minister. Line
Rayner, who works with Scrip­
ture Union, was guest speaker
at the service prior to the lunch­
eon and bike-a-thon, with the
Sunday School students taking
part in the service.

—Kaye Wray

Golden Age Retirement
Village Residents, Gold Coast,
Qld, turned up in large num-
bersontheeveningof!2Julyin
the Community Hall for a spe­
cial "Stars and Stripes" presen­
tation by the Kennedy family.

Fresh from a year's exchange
program with Oklahoma
Christian Home in Edmond
U.S.A., they were treated to a
time of song, scenic views, and
adisplayofsouvenirs.Thiswas
followed by supper, American
style, of iced tea, pumpkin pie
and brownies.

Phil, Lynn, Michelle and
Lisa entertained with words
and music, telling of their ex­
periences as they travelled
around the USA before settling
into the life at the Oklahoma
Christian Home and new
schools for the girls.

Wearing an Indian head­
dress, Phil imbued us with the
excitement and drama of the
early days of the opening up of
the State of Oklahoma. This was
Indian territory. Davy Crock­
ett and others came to life be­
fore us as Phil showed slides of
areas throughout the U.SA.
includ ing New York, Washing-

The Girls' Brigade office in
Victoria has had many inquir­
ies from parents and girls
wanting to join a Girls' Brigade
company in recent weeks fol­
lowing television advertising
on Channel 10. Inquiries have
come particularly from the
Western suburbs in Melbourne
where there are no companies.
Three new companies have
been established at Sebastapol,
Rosebud and Mountain Gate. 

ton D.C. and Disneyland. The
huge Space Station at Cape
Canaveral, Dodge City and the
famous Boot Hill flashed be­
fore us and all present enjoyed
every moment with the Ken-
nedys.

Lynn showed the beautiful
craftwork created by the ladies
of Oklahoma. The outstanding
exhibit was a magnificent
quilted bedspread made up of
46 squares, each square indi­
vidually made by either one
person or a group and then
sewn together. This quilt was a
farewell gift from the residents
and staff of the Home.

Phil then explained how
proud Americans are of their
flag, displaying it on all occa­
sions.

A Proclamation and a Cita­
tion from the City of Edmond
and theStateofOklahoma were
shown by Phil, who, along with
his family now hold the Keys
of the City of Edmond. On
Australia Day the Mayor and
City Council proclaimed that
the Australian flag be flown
over City Hall.

A number of residents had
dressed in the US colours.

The General Assembly of
the Christian Church (Dis­
ciples of Christ) has elected a
Roman Catholic parish priest,
Philip Morris of South Oran-
age, New Jersey, as a member
of its governing General
Board.

Philip Morris was involved
in Disciples-Roman Catholic
theological dialogues in the
US and internationally from
1967 to 1982.

SUNSHINE BASE STRENGTHENED
Sunshine church under Ian Corlett’s leadership Is
strengthening its base with new groups formed
for youth and adults. The project is part of the
CROP initiative for church planting in the
Western Suburbs. Gifts are Invited.

DEPARTMENT OF MISSION, EDUCATION
AND DEVELOPMENT

52 LaTrobe Street, Melbourne, Vic 3000
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News
Rockingham’s New Complex

includes carpet, painting, fit­
tings and car park, all for the
sole purpose of winning people 

It was just over a year ago (5
July 1988) when the first trench
was dug, signifying the com­
mencement of a new complex
for Rockingham, WA.

The Home Missions Depart­
ment of WA had put forward a
$50,000 low-interest loan and
the Centenary Revolving Fund
granted an additional $50,000
interest-free loan to support the
project. The church congrega­
tion had accumulated $18,000
overa two-year period of fund-
raising and direct giving. Just
prior to the commencement
date the 58 members were
challenged to make up the
$62,000 shortfall necessary of
the estimated cost of $180,000.
Over a six-week period gifts 

covering that amount were
promised.

28 weeks later on 5 February
the complex was opened by
Des Croot, Mission and Exten­
sion Officer, in the presence of
the Rockingham Mayor, Coun­
cillor Richard Smith, and over
400 people.

The plaque affixed to the
entrance wall reads,"Built by
the congregation that you may
come to know Jesus Christ as
Saviour and Lord." This plaque
summarises the great effort of
a small band of men and
women who, under the leader­
ship of the builder (one of their
members), built a complex by
self-help, valued at more than
$300,000, for $180,054, which 

to Christ.
The complex consists of a

chapel, seating 300 comforta­
bly, a large hall, general office,
two pastorisoffices, fellowship
rooms, storage rooms and a
well-equipped children's play­
ground.

Just over seven months from
opening, the congregation has
swelled to an average of 130
per week and continues to
grow.

All the auxiliaries and pro­
grams have grown through
enthusiastic leadership and the
availability of functional facili­
ties. Play groups, craft, oil paint, 

junior church, kids clubs and
youth work all have seen
growth and spiritual develop­
ment.

Baptisms, commitments and
rededications are common and
continual experiences in the life
of the church, under the minis­
try of the Holy Spirit and the
sincere and enthusiastic bibli­
cal teaching of Keith Ware,
supported by many faithful
people.

On the 9 July 1989, a thank
offeringof$20,292wasreceived
from the congregation to pay
off outstanding local debts and
to reduce the interest-bearing
loan to $40,000. The challenge
before the church is to be debt
free ($90,000 still owed) on our
first anniversary.

The Rockingham church
commenced in July 1979 in a
private home. The church was
supported by Home Missions
until late in 1987. The site that
the new complex was built on
was originally six house lots
and was bought by Home
Missions in 1983.

—Keith Ware

Paraguay Wins in Sydney Fun Run
The sixth Race for Bibles fun

run was held at Penrith on 29
July . Organised by the Bible
Society in Australia (NSW) 

through the Youthforce De­
partment, the event attracted
300 competitors, who could
choose whether to run, ride or

Dick Reddel (left), overall winner and winner of the rowlna
section, with Dave Kendall and David Ellis (right), winner
of the running section

row.
The concept of Race for Bibles

is to raise funds for a literacy
development project of the
Bible Society. This year the
funds raised, through sponsor­
ships, will be used in Paraguay.
The target is $30,000.

The courses meant that run­
ners and rowers covered 10 km,
while the cyclists followed a 25
km course. The overall winner
was Dick Reddel, who also
took out first place in the row­
ing section in his canoe. He
covered his 10 km course, on
the Nepean River, in 27 min­
utes 1 second.

Runner David Ellis ran his
10 km in 37 minutes 4 seconds,
which included a wrong turn
at the finishing lap! "After all,"
commented the compere Dave
Kendall, Director of
Youthforce, "this was a 'fun
run'!" Cyclist Stuart Tyler ar­
rived close behind, covering his
25 km route in 40 mins 36 secs.

While the competitors were
out running, rowing and rid­
ing, the Youthforce puppets
entertained those waitingat the
park and refreshments were
made available through the
efforts of the Penrith Uniting
Church.

Everyone present heard Jim
Humphreys of the Bible Soci­
ety, explain what the project
was all about. Dave Kendall, in
hishumorous, inimitablestyle,
presented the winners with
their awards.

—Worldwide Photos Ltd

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered^

Accountant __
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619
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Churches of Christ
Hymn Books
• Words Only Edition

$3.25 (plus packaging and postage)
• Words and Music Edition

$9 (plus packaging and postage)
■ Plastic covers for both editions

75c each
• Words Only Edition—leather bound

(available only from Melbourne)
$7.50 (plus packaging and postage)

Department of Mission. Education &
Development

52 La Trobe St, Melbourne 3000
Phone (03) 662 2377

Churches of Christ Centre
104 Grote St, Adelaide 5000

Phone (07) 231 1911

Enjoy God’s creation
in the peaceful surroundings

of
FERN VALLEY
GUEST HOUSE

Balook
Comfortable accommodation,
home cooking, open log fires.

Your hosts: Des, Prue
and Aileen Davidson
Phone (051)96 6141
Grand Ridge Road,

Balook 3971

OOOOOOOOOOO0®O0O®®GO©e©®©G®®®®®

o IAN F. KNIGHT, ll.b., b.com. °

: BARRISTER & SOLICITOR :
O REGISTERED TAX AGENT ’
° Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates & Wills, °
o Taxation, Personal Injuries, Business •
° & Company Law °
o 10 BEST STREET 48 MADIGAN DRIVE •
° NORTH FITZROY 3068 GLEN WAVERLEY 3150 •o o
O PHONE (03) 481 0854 PHONE (03) 561 5879 o
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOGOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Melbourne
(cnr Swanston
& Little Lonsdale Streets)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m. Worship & Communion

Services
7.00 p.m. Gospel Celebration

Wednesday
1.15 p.m. to 1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service
For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

offering
• on the spot home
• building & mortage T.L. insurance
• valuations, free appraisals
• auctions
• property management
PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL
AND PERSONAL SERVICE

WOON & QUIN PTY. LTD.
Licensed Agents, M.R.EI.
311 Untey Rd., Malvern 5061.
Office (08) 373 1666; Fax (08) 373 1672; A.H. (08) 377 0371

“Real Estate Professionals—Unley”

Providing a
^PftaMionihl relocation service

r—across Australia and
New Zealand
loans

Dean Sander

PERTH HOLIDAY
ACCOMMODATION

New, self-contained units available
Dec-Jan period
Close to beach

Walking distance to shops and easy
access to all Perth cultural/sporting

facilities etc. Moderate rates
Perth Bible College, Private Bag 3,

Karrinyup 6018. Phone (09) 448 0055

DONCASTER CHURCH OF CHRIST
celebrates its

126th Anniversary
on

17 September 1989
Guest Preacher: Dr B. Tabbemee

MorningServices: Evening Service: 7 pm
9 am & 11.15 am Music by
followed by lunch “Island Breeze”

Telephone (03) 848 8636

i Do you sense the Call of i
J God to Ministry? J
D Then register to attend the Q
! PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS’
j SEMINAR o

on
" 6-7 October 1989 !
J at the
P Churches of Christ Theological College !
g 40-60 Jacksons Road, Mulgrave 3170 |
0
D
D
0
0
8
Q
I
0
0
I

Cut out this advertisement and send to Graeme
Wlgney at the College.
I/We wish to enrol In the Prospective Students' Semi­
nar to be held on 6-7 October 1989.

Name..........................................................................
Title Christian Name Surname

Address........................................................................

............................................... Postcode..................

Phone No..............................

I
I
I
I
0
D
D
D
I
I
0
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HOLIDAYSDEATHS

SOUiTHEQRffi

IN MEMORIAM

HOLIDAYS

TO LET

BUILDERS

HOLIDAY HOUSES

VICCARS, Mrs Enid S. 10 August.
Suddenly at Jasmine Lodge, Ring­
wood. Much loved mother of
Dorothy (Quantrelle), Brenda
(Becker), Stella (Tharle). Grand­
mother of Beth, Wendy, Robert,
Mandy, Gavin, Sharon, Susan, Ian,
David, Michelle. Great-grand­
mother of Matthew, Katherine,
Rebecca, Heidi, Robyn, Michelle,
Kimberley. In God’s care.

POINT LONSDALE 4 BR. Handy
shops & front & back beaches.
$150 p.w. or $200 during school
holidays. Brough (03) 288 2815.

LAUNDER Fond memories of our
dear son and brother Graham (6
August 1957)...'til that day
dawns'.-.Arthur, Dorothy, Malcolm,
Joy. _____________

MACAUSTER LODGE For your
next family or group weekend en­
joy true Australian nature at its
finest. Situated at Lake Glenmag-
gie, Central Gippsland, bordered
the high country wilderness. Mich­
elle and Dave Sanders cater for
groups ranging from families to
youth or senior citizens. You can
enjoy many of our organised sport
or bush activities or just do your
own thing. Groups of 8-15 people,
Friday evening to Sunday evening
$80 all inclusive of accommoda­
tion, meals. Includes transport to
and from if required. Please do not
hesitate to contact us for further
information on (03) 786 6001 (AH).

IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations—
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.
LINDSAY FINGER & ROB
DOEDENS Houses, extensions,
renovations, car ports, pergolas,
any job large or small. For free
quotes phone (03) 873 1247. Ver­
mont, Vic.

BURWOOD
Church of Christ

New Prayer
Sanctuary and

Building Extension
will be officially

opened by
Conference President

Miss Phyl Davis
on Sunday

8 October 1989
at 2.30 pm

All past members and
friends are invited to
share with us at this
time of celebration.

CALOUNDRA, SUNSHINE
COAST, Queensland 2 bedroom
units. 2 minutes walk from Kings
Beach. Rates from $130 p.w. off
season to $390 p.w. holiday sea­
son. Phone (071)91 7454.
HOUSEBOAT 'White Heron” 10
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA
Phone (08) 380 5009 or (085) 40
5100 or write PO Box 65, St Agnes
5097.

SURREY HILLS/
WATTLE PARK
Church of Christ

SPECIAL PROJECTS DAY
and offering for CROP

Sunday, 10 September 1989
10.30 am Worship and

Communion
Speaker: Miss Phyl Davis

12.30 pm Lunch
2.30 pm PSA and Launching
of the History of Wattle Park
Church of Christ, edited by
Mel and Arthur Hartvigsen.
Special invitation to past

members.
RSVP for lunch phone:

Joyce Clutterbuck
Ray Minahan

(03) 808 2874 (03) 898 2489

QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST
Absolute waterfront unit Runaway
Bay Broadwater. Peaceful area.
Delightful views. Available pri­
vately. Only 45 minutes to Bris­
bane. Very reasonable rates.
Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgaming Street Stafford Heights
4053. Telephone (07) 359 7227.

(Vietnamese Church)
Moderator: Don Smith (DMED)
5 pm: Fellowship tea

Plenty of time to reminisce about your
time at Richmond.

Musical items, historic display. (Can
you make items available?)

Ring J. Pye (03) 418 4318 or
D. Langdon (03) 4271800
for further information and
invitation.

CBASIC PASTORAL
MINISTRY COURSE

A five day course to
develop pastoral care and

counselling skills through
lectures, discussions, practi­

cal work and reflections.
Monday. 16 October, to

Friday. 20 October.
Enquiries to:

Rev C. Bailey
Christian Care Inc.

PO Box 372
Heidelberg 3084.

Phone (03) 458 1923 )

Past members and friends of
BURNLEY NORTH RICHMOND SOUTH RICHMOND

churches are invited to the
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

on 28-29 October 1989
at Richmond (Vic) Church of Christ, cnr Coppin and Murphy Streets

Saturday, 28 October
8 pm: Reunion of past members of
sporting and youth activities

Sunday, 29 October
11am: Worship Service
President: Alan Niven
Speaker: Reg E Hillbrich
3 pm: The Future of the Church in
Richmond”
Panel: Phil Andrews (House and
Flat Church), Alan Hirsch (South
Melbourne Church), Nathan Nhan

I’ The following foam is available for quick sale. As we only have []

I
t? the limited quantities shown available x
r/'V.XT * —first in will get the deal.

|1 98 sheets only—80" x 40" x 2" at $34 per sheet ; v "T. 2.>' |
■£ 110 sheets only—72" x 36" x 1.5" high density at $18 per sheet 3|
* Small quantity orders will be accepted. We would cut to size "
|1 if required.
|/ Contact Brian Collins

now meets In
Parklands Drive

9 am
Worship and Communion

6.30 pm
Gospel Celebration

Minister: Noel Newton
(075) 94 6154 or
94 6633 (Home)

— J

PASTORAL AND LAY COUNSELLORS!
9-20 October 1989 Cost- Single—$450

Double—$700

Christian Counsellor’s Training Seminar
Principal Trainer: Rev. Doug Southern, President, Australian
Association of Marriage and Family Counsellors
If God is bringing troubled people across your path then this is your
opportunity to equip yourself better to meet their needs.
A course for folk with some initial people-helping training or
involvement, who wish to refine and develop their skills.
RinnGMPhasis® 'J10 practical aspects of counselling in this course.
R ng for more information—
EL KANAH, MARYSVILLE (059) 63 3229

(053) 52 2151-<,

Church of Christ
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Health Education Office

Elias Sabbagh, Rev Alan Hardie, Coralie Grant (office sec­
retary) and Julie Nelson at new Inter-Church Health
Education Office —Photo courtesy of the Melbourne Age

In Melbourne on 8 June the
Inter-Faith Health Education
Office at 215 Wellington St,
Collingwood, was opened. In
premises supplied by the Unit­
ing Church three separate agen­
cies that are concerned about
health matters, especially edu­
cation on AIDS, have co-oper­
ated to offer this new service.
The participating groups are
the Uniting Church AIDS Edu­
cation Project, the Inter Faith
Health Education Project of
the VCC and the Churches
AIDS Pastoral Care and Edu­
cation Program.

The idea of the office is that
churches and community
groups can be supplied with
information and services to al­
low them to deal with health
matters. The primary health
focus will be AIDS and sexu­
ally transmitted diseases.

The various project officers
and staff are endeavouring to
show that AIDS is more than a
medical problem and that there
are areas of pastoral care and
concern and issues that have
arisen that the church needs to
comment upon. The office is 

designed to be a resource
centre, to provide training for
those in the wider church, to be
an educational and pastoral
care program centre and to alert
the church at large to the issues
in the whole debate.

Louis van Laar, Vic-Tas
Department of Community
Care, and Chairman of the VCC
Social Questions Commission,
formally opened the centre.

Louis commented: "Realism
demands that we recognise
everyone as potentially HIV
infected. Realism demands that
we remember that you do not
get AIDS from who you are,
but from what you do.

"The HIV virus has changed
the rules for how we deal with
other people in a variety of situ­
ations. Whether we like it or
not things will never be the
same again.

"There is the need for the
Christian churches to tackle the
issue of sexuality. The post-
sexual revolution church must
act as a positive voice and force
to proclaim the biblical affirma­
tion of our bodies, our senses
and sexuality as God-given to 

enrich life. Pastoral teachingon
sexuality can draw on a rich
tradition of spirituality and
secular social sciences insight
to: help people discover and
appreciate their sexuality;
guide people in to expressing
their sexuality in non-genital
ways; and open people to inte­
grate their sexuality within
their whole being.

"Another good I see arising
out of the changes due to AIDS
is the care surging up in our
congregations. They arediscov-
ering that sexual orientation is
a testing ground not merely for
ethical discussion, but for the
very ability to live out the gos­
pel. Christian groups arc be­
ginning to face their hostility
towards homosexuals that re­
ally stems from self righteous­
ness or fear. They recognise that
such is not the message of the
Christian gospel which com­
mendscare, hope and above all
the love of Christ."

Julie Nelson is co-ordinating
a program for training people
who wish to offer appropriate
care for people with AIDS. Elias
Sabbagh has as his primary
focus contact with ethnic com­
munities, taking into account
the religious sensitivities, both
Christian and Muslim, of these
people, to provide information
about sexual health in general
and AIDS in particular. Alan
Hardie is the Uniting Church
Project Officer for AIDS educa­
tion.

The office can be contacted
on (03) 419 1902 or 416 0060.

Discipleship
Training

28 from 13 different churches
participated in a Colossians 2:7
Leaders Training Seminar on
7 and 8 July.

The seminar was held at the
Burwood, Vic, church by re­
quest of minister Peter Wing
Tang, and led by Navigators
staff, DrDougUtleyand David
Spencer.

The 2:7 Discipleship series is
designed to establish believers
in their walk with God and to
equip them for service in the
church and witness in society.
The courseconsists of six 12-
unit sessions and is being
widely used overseas.

While the seminar had a lot
of informational material on
forming groups, teaching the
devotional life and communi­
cating Christian assurance,
there was also inspiration for
leaders being equipped, who
would then disciple others.

A highlight for Dan
Lundgren, minister of the
Footscray church, was the Bible
study and fellowship: "I'm con­
vinced we will be using the
program at Footscray," he said.

"The 2:7 Series is excellent
for lay people in the church be­
cause it's a progressive pro­
gram where both leader and
participants grow together,"
said Peter Wing Tang.

For further information
about the 2:7 Series contact
David Spencer on (03) 889 2589.

GUARANTEED USED CARS

ftdi yrtf Helen
658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to “trade in" let TED
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long

experience in the trade
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW—TELL YOUR FRIENDS ucTors
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World Nows
Sri Lankan Churches Assist
with Rehabilitation

In Sri Lanka, years of civil
strife have resulted in the death
of 15,000 civilians and have left
300,000 homeless.

The Indo-Sri Lankan agree­
ment of July 1987 was meant to
return the country to "peace
and normalcy". While there is
evidence that some human
rights abuses continue, thou­
sands of people detained un­
der emergency laws have been
freed. They are now faced with
the taskof rebuilding their lives.

The National Council of
Churches (NCC) in Sri Lanka,
in conjunction with local
churches and community
groups, is providing relief and
assisting in rehabilitation. Force
Ten will support this vital work
of the Sri Lankan churches.

In January the NCC held a
training course in rehabilita­
tion. This provided practical
information on setting up and
managing local programs.
Local churches are responsible
for interviewing and screening
all applicants who request as­
sistance.

Many families have lost their
breadwinners and have no
means of support. Some of the 

former detainees are disabled
as a result of the conditions
under which they were impris­
oned. Many cannot return to
their former employment.

The churches provide emer­
gency grants of cash (up to $70)
as well as emergency food
rations to those in need. When­
ever possible, the program at­
tempts to help familiesbecome
self-reliant.

The churches have provided
cows, goats and chickens to
help hundreds of families de­
velop a source of food and in­
come. Loans and small grants
have helped hundreds of oth­
ers to set up their own small
businesses. Churches provide
advice, capital and equipment
such as sewing machines, car­
pentry tools and fishing nets.

Day care centres and pre­
schools provide good care for
children who have lost a par­
ent, or whose parents both work
outside the home. Other local
programs help families to re­
pair or rebuild their homes.

Force Ten is a joint program
of the Australian Council of
Churches and Australian
Catholic Relief.

World
Congress on
Evangelism

"Proclaim Christ until He
Comes" was the theme of the
recent World Congress on
Evangelism (Lausanne II) in
Manila.

Dr Lionel Berthelsen of the
NSW Theological College at
Carlingford attended the con­
gress.

This was a follow up to the
first congress held in Lausanne,
Switzerland, in 1974. There
were about 4,000 delegates
from 190 nations meeting to­
gether with the purpose of
evangelising the world.

This would make it the most
comprehensive meeting of
nations in the history of the
world.

Many significant things came
out of the congress including:
• The need forco-operation in
evangelism:

When all the groups work­
ing in a country co-operate in
the task, the results are far bet­
ter than when groups work
individually.

Dr Lionel Berthelsen

• The need to meet human
need while proclaiming the
gospel:

The importance of keeping
thebalance in this area, as many
who we are trying to reach have
enormous needs that have to
be met.
• The cost involved in follow­
ing Jesus:

Many people from other
countries shared their own
testimonies of how their lives
are endangered because they
stand up and proclaim their
faith in Jesus.
• The urgency of the task:

The need to view the task of
reaching the world for Jesus
with aggression and not indif­
ference.

Fight over Dead Sea Scrolls

Hope for Bangladesh
Despiteitsgrimoutlookthere

is plenty of hope for Bangla­
desh, according to Jerome
D'Costa, a World Vision jour­
nalist visiting Australia.

Environmental experts pre­
dict that Bangladesh will have
disappeared under rising wa­
ters within 50 years, leaving
200 million homeless. Despite
such gloomy predictions Jer­
ome D'Costa believes God has
other plans for his country and
with prayer and hard work
Bangladesh will continue to
survive.

Unfortunately for Bangla­
desh to prosper, massive prob­
lems must be overcome. Only
10% of the people are literate
and unemployment is high
with 8 million currently out of
work. Corruption within the
government and poverty are 

other major problems facing the
country.

Although foreign aid is help­
ing Bangladesh much of the
money provided is eaten up by
administration, resulting in
very little money reaching those
in need.

A joint Australia-US work
camp is being held at Kusip,
PNG,27December-13January.
The main purpose is house
construction, however there
will be free time, bushwalking
etc. For further information
contact Lisa Verploegh or Ted
Swisher at Habitat for Human­
ity, 4/40 Carrington Rd, Castle
Hill 2154. Phone (02) 899 4409.

363 million have become
Christians during the 1980s.

Nearly400 pieces of the Dead
Sea Scrolls, uncovered inacave
in 1947, have yet to be released.

Scholars are demanding that
they be released as soon as
possible. "There is a real dan­
ger that some of the scroll frag­
ments are deteriorating so rap­
idly that if the outside world
cannot see them soon, it may
never be able to see them," says
Hershel Shanks, editor of the
Biblical Archaeology Review.

Research on the scrolls,
which are kept at the Rocke­
feller Museum in Jerusalem,
has been slow, a member of the
scroll publication team admits.

He explains that team mem­
bers, lecturers at various
schools including Harvard
Divinity School, must teach
nine months out of the year
and can usually only devote
summer to deciphering and
^Paring the texts for publica-
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Hershel Shanks accuses the
scrolls' editors of excluding
others from access to the un­
published texts, possibly to
suppress some potentially
controversial revelations. He
also charges that the editors are
trying to control the interpreta­
tions of the scrolls.

Another problem that has
kept the scroll team from mov­
ing more quickly has been the
condition of the scrolls, a 
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spokesman says.
The first scrolls were mostly

in one piece and intact, while
the scrolls currently being
worked on are not in as good
condition, and many of them
must be pieced together.

A date for publishing the
remaining documents (199 J
has been negotiated by Isra. s
Department of Antiques
and the editors in charge of the
scrolls. Critics do not see these
deadlines being met.
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Hew Church at Kingsley
I ‘ --a

The first service at the new
church at Kingsley, WA, was
held on 30 July with 182 in at­
tendance.

The story of the Kingsley
church began in April 1985
when a meeting was held at the
home of Ian and Jenny Arthur
of those interested in forming a
church in the Kingsley area.

After further meetings held
in the home of Don and Vicki
Green it was decided to com­
mence communion services at
the Creaney Primary School.
Assistance was received from
Graham Carslake from War­
wick church and Alan and Ivy
Morris. The first musician,
Dorothy Robartson, played a
slightly undersized keyboard
that she held on her lap.

The church was officially
founded when 32 signed the
"Statement of Foundation
Members" dedicating them­
selves to God's work in the area.
The first baptismal service was 

held in November 1986 when
four people followed their
Lord's command.

By March 1986 the church
had outgrown the small class­
room at Creaney and moved to
Halidon Primary School, also
in Kingsley, but where a larger
room was available.

Don and Vai Butler com­
menced a full time ministry in
October 1986, subsequently
extended to December 1991.
Don's ministry is assisted by
two elders, Bruce Clapp and
Brian Smyth.

In November 1988 a dedica­
tory prayer service was held
after the morning service at the
church block on the corner of
Barridale Drive and New
Cross Road.

An open day is planned and
there is interest in playgroups
to commence next year. An
official Brotherhood open day
is being planned for Sunday, 3
September.

Wiradjuri Work
The Wiradjuri Christian

Development Ministries
centre near Wagga Wagga,
NSW, was a hive of activity
over the long weekend in June.
This substantial two-storey
building set in spacious ground
serves as a training centre for
Aboriginal pastors and lead­
ers. Repairs and maintenance
on thehouse and grounds were
urgently needed, particularly
as one section of the roof was
leaking badly. After much
prayer and preparation a team
of over 20, drawn from each of
the four ACT churches, trav­
elled to Wagga Wagga for a
weekend of fellowship and
practical service.

Following a short time of
worship in which we recalled

Weekend
the rebuilding of the walls of
Jerusalem, the team set to work,
thankful that threatened rain
held off for much of theday. By
the end of the afternoon a new
roof covered a portion of the
building, the septic drain had
been extended, walls glistened
with new paint and electrical
repairs had been done, with
the workers well fed from time
to time by an able group of
ladies in the kitchen.

The weekend also gave op­
portunity to share with Ivan
Williams, Aboriginal pastorat
Wagga Wagga and worship
with the Wagga Wagga church.
All in all it was most worth­
while and more work week­
ends are planned.

—Beth Butler

Ron Fergle and helper working on the roof

Domestic Violence
The Christian Welfare

Centre in WA recently con­
ducted a seminar for minis­
ters on Domestic Violence.
Presenter Lois Gately facili­
tated the discussion and pre­
sented valuable information on
the problem.

A video entitled "No Myths"
was shown, and Peter Wing
Tang (Burwood, Vic) had some
significant comments on it.

Those who attended felt it 

was important for the church
to have a clear understanding
of this problem and a more com­
passionate response.

The Christian Welfare Centre
has identified this as an area in
which a ministry must be de­
veloped because their are vir­
tually no services directed at
this issue.The issue is being
researched and they hope to
have a service up and running
by the middle of next year.

A Tennessee girl was born
with a bullet in her chest after
her mother was shot with a
hand gun. The baby was deliv­
ered by caesarian section and is
in a satisfactory condition fol­
lowing surgery to remove the
bullet.

A Cessna 206 operated by
Australian Missionary Avia­
tion Fellowship was involved
inacrashlandingnearWabag,
PNG, on 16 August. The air­
craft was under the command 

of Andrew Whittam with Low­
ell Deering on board as sec­
ond pilot. Also on board were
five adult passengers and one
infant. Fortunately no one was
injured in the incident.

The Hungarian Fellowship
of Evangelical Students has
been established. Work is
emerging among high schools
and graduates, and literature
work, leadership training and
evangelistic programs are also
underway.
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