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Trevor Meares, of Outback Christians-in-Ministry, provides pastoral care by light
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by Jim Keaich

This statement has been
made numerous times in the
pre-marriage education ses­
sions that 1 do with couples
who are about to be married.
The couple may think that they
know each other, but it is only
when they live in close prox­
imity, under the same roof,
that they learn of those things
that are a little more difficult
to accept and a little harder to
love.

The same is true of the
church, within community.
When it comes together, 
people realise that all is not rosy. They
realise that the church has its faults and
failings and warts. In reality, because the
church is people, then it is the people of
God who have faults and failings and warts.
Then the church becomes a little more
difficult to accept and a little harder to
love.

Why does it happen like this? Why are
there divisions (of varying types and de­
grees) in our churches? Why do some
people openly hate other people in the
same church? An enormous number of
good things happen in our churches, I am
not denying that for one moment. How­
ever a lot of not so good things happen as
well and I would like to highlight two
reasons why this is the case: a misunder­
standing of community and a misunder­
standing of acceptance and agreement.

Nobody would deny that we live in
community. That on different occasions,
during the week, we come together as
community, e.g. small groups, Bible study,
worship services etc. Sometimes, however,
I believe we overemphasise our depend­
ence on community. Sometimes the all-
consuming thing is to develop commu­
nity, make sure we have a strong commu­
nity; if our church is not growing it is
because we don't have a strong commu­
nity. The assumption is that we develop
community. We don't. God does.

God places a call on our lives. As we
respond to that call we become his chil­
dren and a part of his Kingdom. The form
of that call is different for each individual
person, but the nature of the call is the
same for everyone. It is the call to be a part
of the people of God, to be a part of a
community: God's community.

God calls his community
into being. As we answer that
call we become a part of his
community. We are together
before we come together.

We ought not to meet to
develop community but to
celebrate community.Tocele-
brate a common call placed
on us by God, through his
son, Jesus Christ.

"Community is not a com­
mon ideology, but a response
to a common call." (Henri
Nouwen The Wounded Healer)

This leads to the second 
point. Too many people in our churches,
today, equate acceptance with agreement.
"If you want to be accepted then you have
to agree with what I.believe, say and do.
You have to say I am right, then I will
accept you."

Whether it is verbalised or communi­
cated through non-verbal language, the
message is still the same. Agree with me
and this particular line of thought and you
will be accepted.

This equating of acceptance and agree­
ment is wrong. Nowhere can I find any
evidence that suggests this is how God
acts towards us If the two are parallel then
acceptance becomes conditional and love
will not exist because love, in its proper
form, is unconditional. If God waited for
us to agree with him before he did any­
thing for us, or accepted us, he would still
be waiting.

Acceptance has nothing to do with agree­
ment.

But how many times does agreement
over whether a particular interpretation of
scripture is valid or not, preclude any
acceptance and community being ex­
pressed in the church.

The bottom line, and only line, for our
relationships, is how God relates to us. If
we cannot celebrate community with
someone, or accept them for who they are,
then maybe it's not their problem.

• Jim Keatch is currently Associate State
Minister in South Australia. Previous to
that he was ministering at Murray Bridge
and also worked with the Department o
Mission, Education and Development in
Victoria. Jim, his wife Gayle and three
children live at Brooklyn Park.
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Final Worship Service aft Hindmarsh affter 134 Years

The final worship
service at the Hind­
marsh, SA, church,
the second oldest
Church of Christ in
Australia, was held
on 25 June. Over 300
were present at the
service led by Pat
Durham, a present
member. Keith
Aird, past member,
read the first re­
corded minute and
gave a brief history
of the 134 years of
the church. Keith
Horne brought a
greeting from the
South Australian
Conference. Robert
Allan, the present
elder, presided at
theLord'sTableand
the only living past
full-time minister of
the church, W.W.
(Dick) Saunders,
preached the final
sermon. The large congregation at the historic final service at Hindmarsh

The Hindmarsh Church of Christ was established at a meeting
on 10 June 1855. The minute of the meeting states:

'We, the undermentioned disciples of Christ, naw meet in accor­
dance with previous resolutions, as recorded in minute book, as a
Church, toworship (jod and his Son Jesus the Christ, toholdforth
the truth in its purity, and attend to the institution afMis Mouses
as follows:-On every Lord's Day the members to assemble them­
selves together andpartake af the Loaf and Cup, -which commemo­
rates the sacrifice of the ‘Body of Christ for us; to teach, exhort, and
admonish each other on those subjects which pertain to our eternal
welfare, thewelfareqf the world at large, theglory ofour (jod and
af Mis Christ; to contribute of our worldly goods to the support of
the needy, and towards the advancement afMis (Kingdom on earth;
and to receive into our communion by immersion allwho believe in
Jesus the Christ as the Son of Qod, the only Saviour of mankind."
Magarey, Thomas; Magarey, 'Elizabeth; Oliver, Joseph; Warren,
Mary Ann; Warren, Mcnry; Warren Anne; Ireland, Joseph; Mann,
Ellen; Thompson, Jane; Thompson, Qeorge; Thompson, Janet;
Tompson, Jemmima; Magarey, Elizabeth Mary.

The first meetings were held
in the home of Thomas Maga­
rey. New members were re­
ceived into communion by im­
mersion. Baptisms were per­
formed in the River Torrens
and also in a large, lead-lined
bath specially built for the 

purpose and situated on the
verandah of Mr Magare/s resi­
dence.

In 1865 the membership was
recorded as 25. By 1868 mem­
bership had risen rapidly to
some 200, mainly as a result of
the very successful ministries 

of H.S. Earl and J.W. Webb.
The first chapel building, por­
tion of the present structure,
was completed and opened on
2 October 1866.

In 1880 the Sunday School,
costing£l,000, was erected; the
first of its kind built by
Churchesof Christ in theSouth-
ern Hemisphere.

The church resolved to use
an organ in services in 1885.

The Sunday School was ac­
tually commenced prior to the
formation of the church. As far
as can be ascertained meetings
commenced in September 1854.
The first meeting place was in a
converted house with all the
interior walls removed to al­
low the Sunday School to oper­
ate.

1892 saw much needed ad­
ditions to the chapel with a
congregation of 700 attending
the reopening service. This year
also saw the formation of the
first Young People's Society of
Christian Endeavour.

The Robert Street Church
(as Hindmarsh was known in
the early history) was consid­
ered to be the pioneer church 

among Churches of Christ in
South Australia in mission
work abroad. Two native
preachers with theFurreedpore
Baptist Missionary Society
were supported at £30 per
annum in 1885. In 1895 H.H.
Strutton joined the Poona and
Indian Village Mission and
church. H.R. Coventry, a for­
mer Sunday School scholar,
was farewelled in 1913 to the
College of the Bible, Glen Iris,
and left as a missionary to In­
dia in 1916 where he served for
many years. He addressed the
church during the centenary
celebrations in 1955.

In 1987 the church property
was acquired by the SA Gov­
ernment to be included in the
development of an Entertain­
ment Centre. The chapel build­
ing and lecture hall will be re­
tained.

The name of the Hindmarsh
Church of Christ will live on
in an endowment to the
Churches of Christ Theologi­
cal College, in a trust fund
servicing SA Churches of
Christ, and in the lives of those
who worshipped there.
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“U-Knighted” 60 Years

Robina and Ralph Knight

'"U-Knighted' 60 Years" was
the heading on a newspaper
report on the celebrations of
the 60th wedding anniversary
of Ralph and Robina Knight.
The Knights were longtime
community workers in the
Adelaide Hills. Since moving
to the Glenrose Retirement
Village, Glen Osmond five
years ago they are busier than
they ever were in the Hills.

Ralph Knight now manages
the Glenrose canteen and chairs
the Residents' Association.

Robina Knight has had a life
time of involvement with

music. This includes 20 years
as organist for the Stirling
church and 21 years as the
Weeamara Choir pianist. She
is in constant demand to play
at church and other functions.

The couple were married at
the Cottenville (now Haw­
thorn), SA, church on 17 July
1929.

At celebrations at the Stir­
ling church they were joined
by their family, the church and
their groomsman Jim Knight
(a cousin) and flowergirl
(Robina's niece) Margaret Mor­
ris.

Debbie
AAAAy AAig
AJAo BaoA:s
A'ASaB

The 1989 Christian Business
Men's Committees Sports
Focus Award was won by
Debbie Flintoff King at a re­
cent CBMC dinner.

The trophy was presented to
Mrs Flintoff King's father by
1988 Hawthorn coach Alan
Joyce in front of over 500.
Debbie was competing over­
seas and unable to attend.

Speaker for the function was
Brian Booth, former cricket test
captain and Olympic hockey
player.

Brian gave an entertaining
address which challenged all
those in attendance to establish
a clear and personal relation­
ship with God.

Alan Brown, Victorian
Leader of the Opposition, Bill
Deveney, Melbourne's Lord
Mayor, and entertainer Paul
Jennings also took part in the
night.

This was the fourth of these
annual awards presented by the
CBMC and it is now becoming
accepted by the sports commu­
nity.

“He Must Have Rocks in His Head!”
"40 years leading a Boys'

Club!! He must have rocks in
his head!"

Such was one comment
concerning Les Stewart, who
has announced his retirement
from leadership in Boys' Ex-
plorerClub workat theThom-
bury, Vic, church.

The comment is not without
some foundation, for who in
their right mind would go back
week after week to experience
the noise levels, to know the
bedlam of a dozen hyperactive
boys running in different di­
rections demolishing every­
thing in their path, or to feel the
frustration of trying to talk
sensibly to a group of under­
sized comedians; or to tear
one's hair out trying to instil
discipline in lads who make 
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Ned Kelly look like a Sunday
School teacher.

Les took on the Boys' Club
leadership some time during
1949 and the club has flour­
ished since then. The club has
maintained a program of de­
velopment in physical prow­
ess, intellectual abilities, social
activities and spiritual enlight­
enment.

Les has maintained a consis­
tent Christian witness to the
boys in his charge, including
vast quantities of patience. For
a period of several years Les
was the Chief Explorer of all
Explorer Boys' Clubs in Vic-
Tas. When asked why he per­
sisted in working among boys
Les pointed to the many boys
who came up through the club
and are now continuing their

involvement in the church and
community.

The Boys' Club is fortunate
to still have theservices of Jason
McCheyneand Len Johnstone
to continue the work.

The word "retirement" is
actually a joke, f orLes is f orm-
inga senior Adventure Group
for boys. No doubt he will
throw himself into this ven­
ture with his characteristic
enthusiasm.

—Dr R. Killmier

* BALWYN I
i 67th Church Anniversary |

I Sunday, 8 October |
I Worship Service 10 am i

Speaker: John Tudor 1
| Followed by fellowship time I
i with light refreshments .

The Australian Christian
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ScAAAA'a
Union

John U’Ren

Scripture Union Victoria has
announced the resignation of
its State Director, John U'Ren.
John has been State Director in
Victoria for nine years. He fin­
ishes with Scripture Union in
August and takes up a new
appointment as Director of the
School of World Mission, at­
tached to Whitley Baptist Theo­
logical College, in September.

John served for over thirty
years through Scripture Un­
ion—in missions, in camps, in
churches, on committees and
on staff, in Victoria and around
the world.

John's lifeas well ashis words
have challenged many. During
his time as State Director, do­
nation income increased dra­
matically. The pattern of John's
life has been one of accepting
new challenges and meeting
them with enormous creativity
and energy.

PArE-IOE
Church of Christ

celebrates its
72nd Anniversary

Sunday, 8 October 1989

at 10.30 am
followed by lunch
Guest preacher:

Trevor Giles
Telephone (03) 458

2677
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The Teddy Bears’ Picnic

Anne Runnails leading the children In singing

Faith and Garnett Johnson
and Lallie Smith pooled their
talents (money received in the
Keilor East's "Talent Pro­
gram") and organised a "Teddy
Bears' Picnic" to raise money
for the church's ministry fund.

Teddy shaped tickets were
purchased by local 3-7 year
olds, mostly from church con­
tact families. As each child ar­
rived they received a "honey
pot" to hand around their
teddy's neck. The program
included stories, games, a treas­

ure hunt and puppet show, all
with a "teddy bear" theme.

Anne Runnails, Gisborne,
Vic, was guest artist, leading
the children in songs about
bears. Another highlightofthe
afternoon was a visit from "Mr
Koala" (Garnet in disguise!).
Everyone had fun playing
"follow the koala" and "what's
the time, Mr Koala?"

The afternoon concluded
with an indoor picnic includ­
ing honey cakes and (what
else?) teddy bear biscuits.

GUARANTEED USED CARS

kdiflFtf Helen
658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to “trade in” let TED
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long

experience in the trade
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW-TELL YOUR FRIENDS lmctwjij

On 4 \\
August YO

Churches of Christ in West- \
I em Australia held a "Celebration in

Praise". The night was designed to bring
together the churches of Perth for a celebra­
tion, witness and family night that was out­
side the normal Conference sessions. Held at
the Perth Co ncert Hall the night was organ­
ised by the Warwick church and the

. emphasis was on worship. The sermon
\ only played a minor part in the two

hour program (10 minutes) and
K\ was presented by Barry
//\/X Thygesen (River-
/ / vale).

kill

Over 1,200 attended and all
Perth metropolitan churches
were represented. This is the
second year such a program
has been held and a special
effort is being planned for next
year as the WA Conference
celebratesits centenary in 1990.

The producers of theevening
were John Bolton (Conference
President) and David Pyne.
Worship leaders were Mark
Wilson and Bruce Eagles with
Basil Jayatilaka conducting a
large orchestra. Glenys Eagles
conducted the choir and there
was also a singing group on the
program.

The program was a well
blended mixture of times of
praise with the congregation
singing, solos, hymns, choir
and group pieces and times of
reflection and inspiration that
also featured audio visuals.

Graham Carslake com­
mented that the evening was
one where whole families could

come together and worship
God and it was an excellent
time of inspiration and fellow­
ship.

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Hostel Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Waiting List Now Open
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When the Glasman Came
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SOUTHPORT

There wrapped in the piece
of red cloth was an ordinary
stone! The glasman's verdict
was that the stone appeared to
be the work of a sorcerer, who
had placed the stone along the
track where Maso had been
walking. Through the sor­
cerer's special powers, the stone
had then made its way into
Maso's leg!

You and I may smile a little,
but stories like this were com­
monplace at Samban just 15
years ago. In those days people 

worked with the only forms of
supernatural power they knew.
However the gospel has taken
hold here, the Samban people
have discovered the place of
earnest prayer and the flowing
of the power of the almighty
God. The medical cases are no
less difficult now than before,
but as the culture becomes
Christianised the manner of
dealing with them has changed
considerably.

—G. Batley
(Samban, PNG)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11

BICHENO, TASMANIA
Seaview Camp

Units for hire
Powered sites

Group camping
Tennis court

An area of great
scenic attraction

Manager:
Phone: (003) 75 1247

Department of Mission,
Education and

Development — Vic.-Tas.SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Melbourne
(cnr Swanston
& Little Lonsdale Streets)

About 15 years ago, Maso
had a large swelling that re­
sembled a hard stone that had
formed underneath the skin in
the shin area of the right leg.
This unusual lump was caus­
ing Maso much discomfort, and
his parents were mystified.
Their first course of action was
to take him to the local aid-post
but the problem was rather
beyond the limited means of
the orderly there. He was
however referred to the re­
gional hospital at Angoram.

Again this large, hard lump
underneath the skin defied
conventional medical knowl­
edge. They were told to return
to their village some 20 miles
away and seek to discover a
spiritual cause. In other words,
the family and the patient were
encouraged to examine them­
selves to find what sin could
have manifested itself in this
way!

Unfortunately this exercise
failed for there appeared to be
no one obvious sin that stood
out. The family therefore re­
solved to enlist the services of a
"glasman", or diviner. In due
course the practitioner came to
perform his ritual. He chewed
betelnut and a potent type of
ginger plant, then spat into his
hands. After this he spat into
the wind. Finally he spat onto
the leg and began to rub his
spittle in vigorously and fol­
low it along until he came to
the big lump itself.

Maso felt something like a
magnet pulling on the swel­
ling. It seemed as though this
fleshy lump was now travel­
ling along his veins until it
made its way into the mouth of
the glasman, who emptied the
betelnut remains from his
mouth together with the hard
swelling in a piece of red cloth!
He spat this into half a coconut
shell and called to Maso's par­
ents to come and see the results
of his work.

"Canwelookinsidethecloth,
please?" the parents enquired.

"Certainly," replied the glas­
man. "I would not want you to
think that I have tricked you in
some way. What is in the cloth
certainly will not harm you."

now meets In
Parklands Drive

9 am
Worship and Communion

6.30 pm
Gospel Celebration

Minister: Noel Newton
(075) 94 6154 or
94 6633 (Home)

7.00 p.m.
Wednesday

1.15 p.m. to 1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service
For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

a.m. Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

Bangladeshi
Churches
Support Poor

The Christian Commission
for Development in Bangla­
desh works on the principle
that by working together the
poor can address the problems
they face.

Force Ten is supporting the
CCDB's rural development
work in 10 districts. Villagers
are encouraged to form small
groups of 5-10 to discuss prob­
lems and develop solutions.

Once a group is formed,
CCDB staff provide training in
leadership, planning, budget­
ting, bookkeeping and public
speaking.

With the support of CCDB,
groups can run literacy classes
and take action on health is­
sues and provide agricultural
services and training in live­
stock care.

The CCDB's credit service
provides loans of up to S200 for
individuals and S600 for
groups, provided they qualify
for a loan by saving a few taka
of their own.

—A
Church of Christ
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Pllanning for the 1990s

Some of the state representatives and executive members present at FBCE Conference:
(Front row, L to R) Dr C.E. Warmbrunn, K. Caulton, B.H. White, D. Fitzpatrick, C. Hutton,
R.J. Barreau, D. Croot, I.A. Tippett, A.P. Ball (Back row L to R) J. Deutschmann, A. Her­
mann, J. Keatch, C. Colvin, D.H. Smith

Qld Northern
Women’s
Camp

The Queensland Northern
Women's Camp was held at
Camp Irwin, Magneticlsland.
The theme was "Biblical
Women United in Spirit and
Purpose", and studies led by
Nancy Spencer. This brought
outadiversity in lifestyles, tem­
perament and spiritual matur­
ity. Each woman served God in
her own particular way.

Wefarewelled Barbara Flett
as she is moving from Mackay.
Morning exercises were pro­
vided by Millie Smithand June
Lunn gave a craft session on
Saturday afternoon.

—J. Wright

Members of the Federal
Board of Christian Education
met in Melbourne for the
board's Annual Conference.

Issues relating to the 1990s
dominated the agenda. A new
education strategy arising from
planning which began in 1987
will be released early next year.
This will include recommen­
dations for local church, state
and national planning in edu­
cation. The material for local
churches will cover areas of
adult education, training, fam­
ily life and children's ministry.
Churches will receive a major
statement on these issues fol­
lowed by further detailed ma­
terial on each of the themes. A
regular national bulletin of
ideas will commence publica­
tion and new resources to ac­
company the recommenda­
tions are also in preparation.

The new educational direc­
tions will be linked with evan­
gelism initiatives currently
planned, under the theme
"Australia Grow".
New Structure

Following discussions at the
Board Conference in 1988, the
1989 Conference approved
moves to integrate the educa­
tion and evangelism roles. A
new Board of Church Devel­
opment will be inaugurated
following approval by Federal
Conference in Brisbane 1990.

Conference of Tasmanian
Ministers

Also in the new education strat­
egy will come new initiatives
in youth ministry.
Resources

Since 1985 the Board has re­
leased 11 new resources, a
number of which have been
best sellers. There are 10 fur­
ther resources in preparation,
all of which are expected to be
released by 1991. There is no
lack of ideas, although prob­
lems include time available
through part-time staff, limited
finance and a supply of people
to produce the resources.
Optimism

The Conference closed in a
optimistic mood for the future
of the Board's work in the 1990s.

—D.H. Smith
(Executive Director)

The Howrah, Tas, church
was the venue for a conference
of Tasmanian ministers 21-22
June. Every church with a full-
or part-time minister was rep­
resented.

Hospital chaplain Cec Nev­
ille was present and Errol
Gilb ert was also able to attend.
Wives participated fully as far
as family and work commit­
ments would permit.

The Tasmanian ministers
have been meeting three times
a year for a couple of years
now, generally at Ross in the
Midlands. This latest gather­
ing was a two-day event with 

input from Ted Keating
(Nunawading, Vic) along with
Don Smith and Brian White
(Dept, of MED).

Overnight accommodation
was provided by the Howrah
church.

The topics covered included
the practical aspects of leader­
ship essential for growing
churches and the future of
Tasmanian churches in the light
of current and future trends.

Brian and Joan White joined
to present a session on the need
to maintain healthy and vibrant
marriages

—John D. Morrow

CURRENT PROJECT
MAJOR ADDITIONS & ALTERATIONS

TO GLEN WAVERLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

KNEELER DESIGN PTY
ARCHITECTURE

PLANNING
INTERIORS

LANDSCAPE

TELEPHONE (03) 481 2293 OR 391 5598
234-236 DOUGLAS PDE,

NEWPORT, VIC 3015

.J
Want to know

more about the NIV1
Order your own VHS Video

"The Bible to Live By"
at $15 (plus $2.50 postage)

IBMission, PO Box 222,
Frankston, Vic 3199
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Letters are limited to 200
words

President’s Remarks
To the Editor,

Thank you for the excellent
article by Garry Harris "Com­
munion Communication"
("AC" 19 August). 1 would like
to add one point to Garry's
helpful hints to presidents.

I refer to the subject matter of
the president's remarks at the
Lord's Table.

It seems to me that theLord's
Table is no t the place for a mini­
sermon on the church calendar
theme for the day, nor for any
other subject of the president's
choosing.

The president's remarks at
the Lord's Table should be
limited to the significance of
the Lord's Table itself as sign
and symbol of the wonder of
God's love, the greatness of
Christ's sacrifice on the cross,
of our weakness and sin, and of
the grace which enables par­
takers to be changed from
weakness into strength, from
fear into freedom, to become
living sacrifices in true service.

In short, presidents will
prove most helpful in commun­
ion communication if their
remarks at the Lord's Table are
limited to the significance of
the Lord's Table itself, if they
are brief, if they use carefully
well-chosen words linked with
Scripture.

—H.G. Norris
(Aidgate, SA)

A Personal Note
To the Editor,

On behalf of Mrs Evelyn
Boettcher I would like to ac­
knowledge with thanks the
people from throughout
Queensland and interstate who
have enquired concerning her
well-being.

For the past few years she
was forced to spend long peri­
ods inhospital;periodsof three
to four months each year made
up of two admissions. After
anotheradmission last June she
was admitted to "Allambee
House" in the Brassall Nurs­
ing Home village owned and
operated by the Uniting
Church.

Our very sincere request is
for constant prayer that the very
severe pain which racks her
body endlessly may be taken
away by the hand of the Lord.
As she is unable to write, and
finds it most difficult to read,
pleaseaddress mail and enquir­
ies to me at 168 Glebe Rd,
Booval, Ipswich 4304. Phone
(07) 2821432.

—V.G. Boettcher, MBE

Logos Foundation
To the Editor,

Two issues are raised in the
current exchange on the politi­
cal agenda of Logos Founda­
tion ("AC" 5 August). The first
relates to the relationship be­
tween Logosand the League of
Rights.

While Howard Carter may
deny the relationship ("AC" 5
July) it's of interest to note his
strong support for Jeremy Lee.
"We are very appreciative of
Jeremy Lee's participation in
the church," Howard Carter
said in Page 1,16 June. "Wehave
a commitment to Jeremy Lee."

It's hard to get any closer to
the League than that!

However, it is the wider
political issue which warrants
comment.

Logos has an overt Ameri­
can-based political ideology
and strategy, more akin to the
Moral Majority than to the
reality of Australian politics.

This is not to argue for a false
distinction between "the Gos­
pel" and "politics".

But it is to draw attention to
the targetting of Australian
churches by US-based and
-funded Pentecostal-type para­
churches.

Churches of Christappearto
be particularly vulnerable.

Whether "Doulos" or
"YWAM" or "Logos" there is a
naivety in our unquestioning
acceptance and open access to
our pulpits.

The experiences of Austra­
lian Christians in both Mozam­
bique and the Philippines
should be salutary lessons.

There is a critical need for
ministers to be more aware of
the overt political agenda of
these US-based groups.

—Alan Matheson
(Hawthorn, Vic)

Giving
To the Editor,

I would like to answer ques­
tion 3 in the "You Were Ask­
ing" column ("AC" 19 August):
"Is the amount I give a realistic
expression of the depth of my
gratitude to God for what he
has done for me through Jesus
Christ?"

I could never come close to
repaying God for what he has
done for me. My love that I
have for the Lord is very spe­
cial that words could not do
justice to it. But in return the
love that God has given me
enables me to give love in re­
turn to others, in the form of a
smile, a kind word, encourage­
ment to others, and helping
people out with food, clothing
and sometimes money.

My thoughts I will share, you
can take it or leave it. It's advice
directed to those who find
things financially hard to give
even one tenth of their wage.

You might not have money
of your own because the
basic cost of living drains it 

out. But remember by helping,
loving, and that happy smile is
worth more than any money
and helps in ways that may not
be seen quickly.

Organisations need more
than money. Loving is the best
thing anyone can give.

—Janine Searles
(Boort, Vic)

Disciples Declining
To the Editor,

F.D. Craig ("AC" 20 May)
says the Disciples of Christ in
the USA are a dying denomi­
nation, citing one Disciples
preacher and (presumably)
some (Independent) Christian
Church folk who attended the
World Convention. This he
contrasts with the aim of the
Independents to establish 5,000
new congregations by the end
of the year 2000. He therefore
fears for a restoration cause that
depends on the Disciples.

The issue he raises cannot be
dealt with fairly in a 200-word
letter.

1. All mainline Protestant

lUWgrs (from
■ ■ ■ .......................... — .............. ................................. ... I

Answered Prayer
To the Editor,

Ourministerpreached a good sermon on "Unanswered Prayer".
He said that God answers all prayers in ways that are best for us,
even if the answers aren't quite what we wanted.

My problem is not unanswered prayer, but answered prayer.
I often ask God for something, and he goes ahead and answers the
prayer, involving me, sometimes in ways that 1 didn't intend.

My wife and I have a little prayer together after our reading
each night. We take it in turns. I find myself praying for a more
Christlike home life, and then I can't get to sleep for thinking of
my part in making it unChristlike, so often, and what I might be
able to do about it. God answers a bit too literally.

Sometimes when I run out of ideas about what to pray for I use
the old standby, "God bless the missionaries." Then I feel a
hypocrite for asking God to look after them when I do so little
about it myself. Why does God do these things to me? (Don't
answer that bit, I know!)

You want to hear the way they rush the Lord's Prayer in our
church. Maybe it's just as well. If I prayed some of those things
slowly so that I could think about them, God would be answering
them that fast that it would be uncomfortable. I think particularly
about the bits that say "thy will be done...as it is in heaven" and
"forgive us our trespasses as we forgive others".

I ve discovered that prayer is a risky business if you take it
seriously.

Nevertheless, yours prayerfully,
—Tertius
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churches in the USA have suf­
fered losses in recent years:
Methodists, Presbyterian, Lu­
theran, Anglican, United
Church ofChristand Disciples.
The causes have to be com­
plex—cultural as much as re­
ligious—for this to be so.

2. The Campbell/Stone
Movement had four emphases:
the restoration of the early
church, the freedom of the
congregation and theChristian,
the oneness of the church, and
evangelism.

Their followers have always
had a number of different defi­
nitions of restoration, have all
stood forcongrcgationalauton-
omy and have had difficulty
holding together both unity and
evangelism.

If we plead for the church's
unity, does that limit us in
competing with, say, the Unit­
ing Church?

If we major in evangelism,
defined simply as the planting
of new congregations, how
does that further unity or re­
store the early church's unity?

—Ronald Graham
(Johnston, Iowa, USA)

Historical Foresight
To the Editor,

Two years ago my husband
and I walked over the si te of the
(then) future Church of Christ
in Bathurst. In July this year we
were privileged to worship in
the church that rose on that
bare piece of ground. We were
also delighted to see the me­
ticulous records that have been
compiled from newspaper
items and photos giving a
complete picture of the begin­
nings of the Bathurst church. In
50 years time we can imagine
the ease with which the church
historians will be able to plan
their first 50 years celebrations.
Congratulations to theBathurst
church board and those respon­
sible for putting the records
together. Would that others
follow their example!

—Peggy Harrison
(Launceston, Tas)

Subscribe to “The
Australian Christian”
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Bethany FamiBy Home

(L to R) Carol Robertson, Margaret Barton-Johnson (field worker), Mary Sedgman, Vicki
Biro and John Morrow (minister)

At the annual meeting of
Howrah, Tas, church in March
1986, a house being purchased
by the church was no longer
needed. The decision was al­
most made to sell the property,
when the suggestion was made
to use the property as a youth
shelter or Half Way House

Following discussion, a pro­
posal was put to the church
and accepted. The house was
retained by the church to
become Bethany Family
Home.

The Hobart Churches of
Christ Family Ministries As­
sociation and Jireh House
Association agreed to provide
residents who had spent some
time in their refuge and pro­
vide oversight of these resi­
dents. We agreed to make the
home available to them, and
maintain the property. The first
residents moved in on 1 Janu­
ary 1987.

From 1 June 1989, the Be­

thany Family Home has re­
ceived substantial financial
assistance from the Depart­
ment for Community Welfare.
The operational grant totals
$26,890 for a full year plus a
$7,170 one-off establishment
grant.

Further financial assistance
totalling $3,600 has been re­
ceived from the Crisis Accom­
modation Program to enable
painting to be carried out on
the home.

On 10 July Margaret Barton-
Johnson commenced work as
field worker with the responsi­
bility to develop the project and
the befriender network. When
we commenced four of our
ladies accepted the befriender
role, a low-level counselling
function

Bethany Family Home pro­
vides a safe, comfortable home
for women and children who
have been experiencing domes­
tic violence. The home is the 

VISITING CANBERRA?
Stay with a Church Family

I

I

| A number of Canberra church families offer accommoda- Q
■ tion in their homes at basic bed and breakfast rates to help n
! raise funds for “Home Mission” extensions in the ACT. _
■ If you would like to enjoy friendly “one of the family" hospitality ■
I in Canberra write for particulars to: t
I Pat & Warwick Wright
128 Kidston Crescent,
| CURTIN 2605
| Phone (062)81 3088

Barbara Kennedy
6 Sharp Place,
MELBA 2615
Phone (062)58 1360

Advance bookings appreciated

only facility providing such a
service located on Hobart's
Eastern Shore.

—John Morrow

Corrections
Rodney Tippett

In the article on Kenmore
Christian College on page
20 of the 2 September issue
it was stated that Rodney
Tippett had an MA(Hons)
from the University of New
South Wales. That is not
quite correct. Rodney is ac­
tually in the process of work­
ing towards the degree, and
hopes to complete the re­
quirements this semester.

Pamphlet Club
John Somerville (please

note: one "m"; our apolo­
gies) has pointed out that
the quote attributed to John
Stott in his pamphlet in the 2
September issue is really
from the Postscript to the
Declaration and Address.
When he reduced the origi­
nal essay to a length suit­
able for publication the fol­
lowing quote from John
Stott was omitted: “Now the
kind of unity Jesus envis­
aged is essentially a spiri­
tual unity...an organic kind
ofunity...yetourconcern for
unity needs to go beyond
this agreement in truth and
life. I myself believe that
some form of structural

I unity is also necessary..."
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The older I get the more I distrust the familiar doctrine that
age brings wisdom.

scene, his followers return to him and, defying the headmaster
who is also an English teacher and who represents all that Keatine
has been trying to free them from, respond in the way that
Keating taught them. And the headmaster is powerless to do
anything.

It is a powerful and gripping story that made me want to take
up the study of poetry and get involved in it in the way presented
in the film. Poetry is presented as a thing that is not only relevant
to everyday life but important for its success.

If you substitute religion for poetry and Jesus Christ for John
Keating (even their initials sound the same) you have a summary
of the Gospel.

I don't know if this is deliberate or not but I remember thinking
if only we could present our Gospel as powerfully as Keating
presented his how successful we would be.

A brilliant film with wonderful photography it is definitely
worth seeing.

—James Pearce

Studio No 34
This is a quarterly journal of Christians writing and sharing

their insights through poetry, short stories, reviews and interviews.
Studio 34 maintains the usual high literary standard. The three
short stories are particularly interesting and varied. "This above
All", by Bronwen Hickman (Werribee, Vic, Church of Christ),
deals with the changing face of friendship between a Muslim and
a Hindu; "Between the Lines", by Audrey Stevenson, reveals the
hidden grief of a son for his praying mother's death; "Stranded in
the Outback", by Meryl Tobin, should strike a chord with all
Australians. TTie poetry in Studio 34 is also stimulating, showing
a variety of Christian responses to the hurts of life, the values of
the business world, the phenomena of the natural world and the
challenges of faith.

A year's subscription can be had by sending S22 to Studio, 727
Peel St, Albury 2640.

Books • Bibles • Records • Cassettes • Music • Gifts
Discount Prices, Mail & Phone orders welcome, Credit cards accepted.

Christian Video Library
Mo>les lor Youth, Children. General audiences. Studies by top speakers.

IJZtCir.lertur, Rd. Huthmosl Vk. 7291777
ZOO Koillsjdile Rud. Urt OaUeloh, Vic. SM SS44

“ Streel Adelaide. SA 223 4249
2422 Utgan Rd. Boht Mile Plains. Old. 341 8500 

Dead Poets Society
The other day I went and saw Dead Poets Society, which stars

Robin Williams as an English teacher (John Keating) who comes
to a very traditional school to teach English. The film is about his
affect on the lives of his students.

Tell me if this story sounds familiar.
A charismatic teacher comes to a place where the people are

trapped in legalism and tradition and offers them a gospel of
release. He attracts a following. Within this following is an inner
circle of students who take up what he says in his teachings.

He wants to loose them from a mere intellectual understanding
of poetry. He wants poetry to have some meaning in their life. He
wants them to live poetry, to feel it, to breathe it, to make it a part
of themselves not just some mechanistic ritual.

Naturally such a revolutionary teaching brings him into con­
flict with the powers that be and persecution follows though it
does not stop him.

Eventually however a crisis occurs and it seems as if a scandal
will cause terrible troublefor the school. Working on the principle
that it is better for one to suffer for the many Keating is made a
scapegoat.

He is betrayed by one of his closest followers. One from within
the inner circle of his students and the others fall away. They deny
him and their part in what has happened.

He is made a scapegoat for the sins of others and is martyred (he
gets the sack which in capitalist America must be the equivalent
of crucifixion). This happens so that the college may preserve the
status quo.

But at the very end, when he is going away, in a very powerful

Jesus Son Of David
by Jim Rogers (Self published)
$9.95

Tracing the course of history from
Abraham, the father of Israel, to the
Apostle Paul, the pioneer of Christian
missionary endeavour, Jim Rogers has
produced a free-flowing authoritative
work that is gripping to read, flawless
in its documentation and evangelistic
in its thrust.

The writer is well known within the
Queensland Brotherhood for his scrip­
tural knowledge, doctrinal conviction
and enthusiasm for preaching the word 

of God and winning souls for Christ. These attributes seep
through every word of the manuscript as with typical excitement
he points the reader to example after example, prophecy after
prophecy, historical fact on historical fact, verifying the ancestry
of Jesus Son of David.

To the Jews genealogy is everything. Every Jew boasts of his
heritage. The promise of the Messiah was made to the Jews at a
timeof national despair, pessimism and hopelessness. God would
raise him from the House of David to save his people. It was one

IH/UHD bookstore



of the tests of the authenticity of Jesus' claim to be the Messiah that
he fulfil this prophecy relating to his earthly ancestry. The writer
takes up this question with some tenacity and by sifting the
evidence of the Old Testament skilfully and thoroughly he com­
piles a case that is both convincing and exhilarating.

In a society such as Australia has become with its secularism
and religious cynicism, the plain matter-of-fact statement of
Jesus' heritage and mission in Jesus Son of David is both refreshing
and stimulating.

The author's real object is to present Jesus as the divine Son of
God who is the last word of God to mankind.

The words are woven together with faith and conviction in a
style that urges the reader on in a fascinating search for the
scriptural truths of the life of Jesus Son of David.

There should be a copy of this book in every Church of Christ
home.

Now available from the author, Jim Rogers, 18 Mistral St,
Jamboree Heights 4074. Phone (07) 376 7765. The cost is $9.95
plus $2 postage.

—John Sheriff

The Passing Summer
A South African Pilgrimage in the
Politics of Love
by Michael Cassidy (Hodder &
Stoughton)

This is a very reasoned examination of
the whole South African situation and a
plea for a Christian approach to solving
the whole mess. Michael Cassidy is a South
African of English origins who is the
founder of Africa Enterprise, a multiracial,
continent-wide evangelistic association.

In this book Michael Cassidy first looks
at the whole historic context of the current political situation. He
has some very interesting and informative chapters on the the Af­
rikaner's mind-set and on how they view their Christian faith and
the politics of South Africa.

As everybody is aware the political situation is such that time
is running out for peaceful solutions to the situation. Cassidy sees
it as crucial that people realise that the South African political
problem is really a religious and political problem. He also sees
Sou th Africa as a test case for the workability and relevance of the
Christian faith in polarised contexts anywhere.

After his interesting summary of history and the attitudes of
the protagonists Michael Cassidy attempts to propose a particu­
lar Christian approach to solving the problem. He has inter­
viewed many of theleading lights on all sides of the South African
situation and this is apparent in the text.

Michael Cassidy sees seven possible scenarios for South Af­
rica's future. The only scenario that he sees as possible without
bloodshed is a properly negotiated future, worked out by all
together. This is all wrapped up in the concept of the Politics of
Love, love being understood in the true New Testament context.
He has a vision of how the Christians involved can exercise love,
true renewal, justice and reconciliation so that the whole situation
is diffused.

Anyone interested in understanding the South African situ­
ation should read the first few chapters that set the whole context.
Written from an intensely personal viewpoint it does offer a
glimmer of hope and his arguments about the Politics of Love
should be read and applied to all societies.

One only hopes that South Africans of all sides will read this
book and at least start to reflect on what Michael Cassidy is
saying. —CRA

The Australian Clergy
Report from the Combined Churches Survey for
Faith and Mission
by Philip J. Hughes (Christian Research Associa­
tion) $10

Many people are asking the question as to where the church is
at the end of the 1980s. During 1987 the Christian Research Asso­
ciation surveyed 98 churches from various denominationsaround
Australia. Since then the two researchers with CRA have pro­
duced several papers which have examined the various material
that this survey produced. This book looks at the attitudes of
ministers and their beliefs.

As Philip Hughes comments in the preface, it is easy just to read
the book without reflecting on the content. There must be an
interchange between the reality as reflected in the results of the
survey and the ideal of what we consider to be the biblical model
of ministry. This book does not provide the answers to this
interchange but it does provide the original material with which
to start this dialogue. Churches today need to consider the results
of the survey and some of the implications that Philip Hughes
draws out of the data and our biblical basis and then reconsider
the nature of the ministry of both lay and ministers, the selection
and training of ministers and the role of the church in contempo­
rary society. The main conclusion that is made from the research
is that the ministry has coped with the crisis that the church has
faced over the past 25 years by withdrawing from the world and
indentifying the primary function of the church as that of worship
and that the primary function of the ministry is that of leading
worship.

The various chapter headings illustrate the material covered in
this book: "A Profile of the Clergy", "The Faith of the Clergy",
"Ministry in the Church", "The Exercise of Ministry", "Resources
for Ministry" and "Representatives of God".

This book should be read by anyone involved in ministry and
ministry training. There are all sorts of interesting comparisons
that were drawn in the various tables which should be considered
as a whole.

Available from the Christian Research Association at either
1 King St, Newtown 2042 (Phone (02) 51 2360) or 161 Sturt St,
South Melbourne 3205 (Phone (03) 699 8522).

—CRA

Ivan and the American Journey
by Myrna Grant (Creation House) $6.95

Ivan and the American Journey is an account of Ivan Nazaroff's
great faith in God in a strange land. In Myrna Grant's many books
of the Nazaroffs, who live as Christians in communist Russia,
Ivan and his family encounter enormous difficulties faced by
believers in a country that teaches that there is no God. However
thanks to God things are changing in this troubled land. Mikhail
Gorbachev's government policies encourage the change that is so
desperately needed. One of the benefactors of such change is
Ivan, who for the first time is permitted to enter a Moscow essay
writing competition. As a gifted student Ivan wins the prize for
his history essay. All prizewinners travel to America for five
weeks on a school exchange program. For the first time a Chris- !
tian is included in the group, an attempt to show the outside
world that there is religious freedom in Russia. America holds |
many trials for Ivan as he is caught in the midst of a defection
attempt that could endanger his life. Ivan must trust the Lord to
help him make the right decision and his faith is a great example
to the reader.

Ivan and the American Journey is easy to read and written mainly i
for young teenagers. It is a great book that also offers a clear I
challenge. —Matthew Smith |
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Happenings
Roland Butcher, one of the
two black cricketers who
pulled out of the unofficial
English team to tour South
Africa, made a point of
mentioning his Christian
faith in announcing his
decision to withdraw. "As a
Christian I believe that all
men are the same before
God," he said.

Professor Malcolm
Jeeves, Professor of
Psychology at the Uni­
versity of St Andrews,
Scotland, is to speak at
Ridley College, Parkville,
Melbourne, on 10 and 11
November. The series of
talks will discuss matters
of science, religion and
psychology. There is a
dinner on the Saturday
evening. Full details from
Jillian Quartel, 641 White­
horse Rd, Mont Albert
3127. Phone (03) 898
5493. The meetings are
sponsored by the Insti­
tute for the Study of
Christianity in an Age of
Scienceand Technology,
AFES Graduates Fellow­
ship, the Zadok Institute
for Christianity and Sci­
ence and Ridley College.

According to Luis Palau
interest in mass evangel­
ism is powerful around the
world. The evangelist was
invited to return to the Phil­
ippines for crusades in the
1990s and was also invited
to countries such as the
USSR. Dr Palau was born
in Argentina but has been a
US citizen for 25 years. He
has written 24 books, in
English and Spanish, which
have been translated into
more than 30 languages
worldwide.

A group of about 150
homosexual activists
protested outside Mora,
Minnesota, Assembly of
God church on 23 July.
They were there to pro­
test what they said were
derogatory remarks
about homosexuals
made by pastor David
Squire.

The Israeli Supreme Court
has ruled that people con­
verted by Conservative or
Reform rabbis must be
registered by the govern-

, ment as Jews. The deci-
L_____ ____________________  
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sion lays to rest a long­
standing debate over
whether those who are not
Orthodox Jews can really
be considered Jews.

A recent national survey,
conducted by the Barna
Research Group of Glen­
dale, California, found
that the American popu­
lation is divided equally
Into three groups of
people: those who attend
Sunday morning church
services every week, less
frequent churchgoers,
and the unchurched. The
survey showed 67% of all
adults in the US attend
Sunday morning church
services, 14% attend
church services two or
three times a month, 9%
attend once a month, and
6% attend less often.

The World Health Organi­
sation has warned that
unless an AIDS cure is
found, 100 million people
world-wide will have HIV
infection and another 10
million will die or be seri­
ously ill by the year 2000.

Following representation
from churches, Austra­
lia’s 1991 census will
again include a question
about religious affiliation.

For the first time in its 45-
year history the Union of
Evangelical Christians-
Baptists in the USSR has
issued detailed statistics on
its membership. It indicates
that there are 260,000 be­
lievers in Baptist churches,
mostly in congregations
belonging to the union, but
with 15,000 in unregistered
churches and almost 8,000
in independently registered
churches.

A chapel for the worship
of all denominations has
been opened in Pentrldge
Prison in Victoria. The
chapel includes offices
for the chaplains and a
library.

Scripture Union Bible re­
sources for Aboriginal
community groups will
become available as a
result of a workshop held
recently in Darwin. The
resources will eventually
include teaching cassettes 

which will be available in
the six Aboriginal lan­
guages represented at the
workshop.

Radio Alta Mira FM101.7
will broadcast Christian
radio from this year’s
Royal Adelaide Show.
Christian radio will be
coming to Adelaide very
soon. A licence will be
offered next year and a
full-time station should
be operating by 1991.

All Saints Uniting Church
at North Plympton, Ade­
laide, has a scheme
whereby a number of fami­
lies are willing to provide
bed and breakfast accom­
modation during the Ade­
laide Grand Prix, 2-5 No­
vember. The suggested fee
is $40/persorVnight with
funds going to a rebuilding
project of the church. De­
tails from David Anderson
on (08) 294 3544 after 6
pm.

At an ecumenical service
to celebrate the 30th
anniversary of the Chris­
tian Television Associa­
tion of SA on 10 Septem­
ber the speaker was Rev
Maurice Coombs, thefirst
Director of CTA in SA. He
is currently Rector of the
Memorial Church of the
Good Shepherd (Angli­
can), Philadelphia, USA.
He was a Churches of
Christ minister when he
was the Director.

More than 4,000 were
baptised in Papua New
Guinea last month in the
Seventh Day Adventist
Church's largest mass
baptism. About 400 pas­
tors officiated in the cere­
mony at Keiya, on the Asaro
River.

The Australian Bureau of
Statistics reports that in
the last statistical year
only 58.7% of weddings
were conducted In a
church. This continues a
trend of many years. The
annual average of church
weddings In 1966-70 was
89%. The Roman Catho­
lic Church performed
21% of all marriages, the
Anglican Church 13%
and the Uniting Church
11%. The average age for 
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first marriages continues
to increase, with spec­
tacular falls in the num­
ber of young marriages
over thepast decade. The
average age of bride­
grooms being married for
the first time is 26.1 years
and forbrides is 24 years.

At the close of its General
Council, which marked 75
years of existence, the
Assemblies of God
launched a campaign to
increase its membership by
5 million (it is now about 2.1
million) by the end of the
century. The campaign also
calls for 5,000 new congre­
gations and 20,000 more
ordained ministers in the
same period.

Chinese Christians re­
port a new wave of fines,
arrests, and radio confis­
cations as punishment
for monitoring broad­
casts aired by the Far
East Broadcasting Com­
pany. According to house
church leaders “scores"
of believers in at least 5
provinces, most notably
In Jianjsu Province, have
been penalised by au­
thorities.

According to reports from
219 religious bodies in the
US 143,830,806 Ameri­
cans belonged to a church,
synagogue or religious
congregation in 1987; that’s
58.6% of the US popula­
tion. US religious bodies
reporting significant net
inclusive membership in­
creases in 1987 included
the Christian and Mission­
ary Alliance (up 2.33%), the
Church of God-Anderson,
Indiana (up 5.24%), the
Church of the Nazarene (up
2.42%), the Free Method­
ist Church of North Amer­
ica (up 2.15%) and the
International Church of the
Foursquare Gospel (up
3.28%). Among churches
showing membership
losses were the Christian
Church (Disciples of
Christ), down 1.81% to
1,086,668 members.

The official China Daily
says new legislation on
religion is being prepared
whose purpose will be to
"strengthen religious lib­
erty" and Improve Chi­

nese relations with reilq-
ious communities over­
seas. However, It added
“no foreign religious’
organisation will have
permission to get mixed
up in internal affairs of
the country."

Hardly any Greek is not at
least nominally Eastern
Orthodox. But a third Greek
Baptist congregation has
been started in Greece, this
time by Vietnamese refu­
gees.

Representatives of the
minority Christian com­
munity in Pakistan have
appealed to government
Broadcasting Minister
Javed Jabbarto carryout
a 1988 agreement to give
“appropriate time...on
television and radioto the
Christian community".
Currently, Christians get
30 minutes at Christmas
and Easter.

Australians are being urged
to give up a day's pay, or
part of it, on World Food
Day (16 October) for Com­
munity Aid Abroad. CAA
will be directing the money
to agricultural and reaffor­
estation projects overseas,
including a tree planting
project in the Philippines,
farming work in Mozam­
bique and a fishing project
in India. Work Against Want
is easy to join. Simple
phone 008 03 8133 (for the
cost of a local call) to regis­
ter. Cheques can be sent
to CAA, GPOBox 9920, in
your capital city.

The 5th Conference on
Psychiatry and Religion,
“Empowering the Power­
less: A Role for Psychia­
try and Religion", is being
held on 20 October at St
Vincent's Hospital, Mel­
bourne. Registration Is
$50 ($30 for students and
religious). Details from
Assoc. Prof. Edmond
Chiu, Department of
Psychiatry, St Vincent's
Hospital, Victoria Pde,
Fitzroy 3065. Phone (03)

418 2830/33.

According to an official
Chinese government re­
port, about 32 million abor­
tions were performed in
China during 1985-87.
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World
Convention
Long Beach, California,
USA
5-9 August 1992

August 1992 seems a long
way away! Yet already plan­
ning is well underway for the
World Convention of
Churches of Christ to be held
at Long Beach.

Information from General
Secretary, Dr Allan Lee, ad­
vises that the organisers have
booked the Convention Centre
at Long Beach and reserved a
number of hotel rooms.

The theme for convention
will be "His Dominion: From
Sea to Sea".

President, Dr Harold Wat­
kins, anticipates an attendance
of 5,000.

The Australian Committee
has also commenced planning
for 1992 and has opened a
mailing list for any who are
interested in receiving details
of Convention as they are an­
nounced. There is a charge of
SI 0 to be included on the mail­
ing list. If later you register for
Convention the S10 paid to be
on the mailing list is credited
towards you registration costs.

Enclosed in this copy of The
Australian Christian is a mailing
list form, which includes a re­
turn slip. Please return these
forms to the listed address. Any
queries you may have should
be directed to Ron Brooker on
(059) 97 6227.

SPRING ARBOR DAY
Churches of Christ Theological

College
Come along and enjoy the

fellowship as we make a spring
planting of trees and shrubs

around our College.
Saturday, 14 October

10 am to 2 pm
40-60 Jacksons Rd, Mulgrave

BYO lunch, drinks provided

FoDSpino
Christian
Ed locator

Dr Betty Javalero from the
Philippines will visit in Octo­
ber. Her visit is being arranged
by Christian Nationals.

A reception with Dr Javal­
ero will be held at CCTC,
Mulgrave, at 10 am on 6 Octo­
ber. It is hoped that teachers
can to attend.

More details from Barry
Jenkins on (03) 870 8169.

EERDMANS PULPIT COMMEN­
TARY Full set (23 volumes). Ex­
cellent condition. Half retail price.
$450 plus freight. Ring Don Her­
bert (066) 24 1979.

BRIGHTON
Church of Christ

celebrates its
130th anniversary

Sunday, 19 November
10 am Service of

celebration
Speaker: Ian Allsop

Followed by
Fellowship Luncheon

All past members and
friends are invited.

For further details contact:
Max Blsmire

12 Isabella Street
Moorabbin 3189

Phone (03) 555 0164
For catering purposes
RSVP by 31 October

Back to Portland
Church of Christ
Portland celebrates its

50th Anniversary
6-7 January 1990

All past members and
friends are invited.

Guest speaker
Sat 6 Jan. 5.30 pm Tea
Welcome and fellowship

Sun 7 Jan
10 am Worship &

Communion
followed by fellowship

lunch
7 pm Service

Speaker: R. Hough

Welcome Home
Nunawading Work Party

from Vanuatu
Friday, 20 October, 8 pm
at College Lecture Hall

Jacksons Road, Mulgrave
Bring your youth group

Video of the South Seas
plus

Latest from Jeff May about
Zimbabwe

Contact
State OM Committee

Secretary
Dorothy Geyer
(03) 861 8558

Enjoy God’s creation
in the peaceful surroundings

of
FERN VALLEY
GUEST HOUSE

Balook
Comfortable accommodation,
home cooking, open log fires.

Your hosts: Des, Prue
and Aileen Davidson
Phone (051) 96 6141
Grand Ridge Road,

Balook 3971

o IAN F. KNIGHT, ll.b., b.com.

Z BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
O REGISTERED TAX AGENT
• Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates & Wills,
• Taxation, Personal Injuries, Business
° & Company Law
o 10 BEST STREET 48 MADIGAN DRIVE
° NORTH FITZROY 3068 GLEN WAVERLEY 3150
. PHONE (03) 481 0854 PHONE (03) 561 5879

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H. (03) 722 1780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

MAYLANDS
Church of Christ, SA

The 80-year history of Maylands church is
now available

Copies can be obtained from:
Ray Johnson
PO Box 234

Norwood, SA 5067
Cost: $10 plus postage of $2.70
Cheques payable to Maylands

Church of Christ
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L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

BURWOOD
Church of Christ

New Prayer
Sanctuary and

Building Extension
will be officially

opened by
Conference President

Miss Phyl Davis
on Sunday

8 October 1989
at 2.30 pm

All past members and
friends are invited to
share with us at this
time of celebration.

MB ID LA DO
CHURCH OF CHRIST
60TH ANNIVERSARY

Sat 28 Oct 7 pm
Dinner

Sun 29 Oct 10.30 am
Worship Service and

Luncheon
* Midland Town Hall *

Enquiries:
Rodney
Raymond
(09) 294 3887
PO Box 1290
Midland 6056

Tasmanian
Christian

Fellowship Tour
20 days—departs Sydney

26 February 1990
$1,945—Pensioner

Discount $1,865
Other States on

Application
Itinerary: Rev. A Tester

160 Barrenjoey Rd,
Ettalong 2257

Phone (043) 41 4861
or All ways Travel,

Sydney
Phone (02) 235 1022

I" Sunday, 22 October 1989

NORTHCOTE

;> Church of Christ

I marks 86 years of witness
Come and share

j 10.30 am Worship

I
I
I
I
I

Speaker: Conf Pres Miss Phyl Davis |
Lunch provided'

2 pm Musical program
arranged by the Leach family |

•Contact person
Mrs J. Huggan (03) 489 8746
(We are to have a dedication

0
0

of a memorial to the late W.T. Atkin
in the morning service)

Kairos/Vineyard
Ministries

Sparffcaii
Warfare

Conference

6-9 March 1990
The Hordern Pavilion

Sydney, NSW
Speakers include:

Rev John Wimber,
Dr John White, Dr Jack

Deere, Pastor Paul Cain,
Pastor Brent Rue, Pastor

Mike Bickle

The teaching emphasis will be to equip
the Christian for minis try and will locus
upon the place of prayer and lasting.
scripture, evangelism, deliverance,

worship, social justice and the
application ol lailh principles in daily life

and ministry.

For further information:

Kalros Ministries
PO Box 42. lyneham ACT 2602

Ph: (062) 57 3367 Fax: (062) 57 4016

The Vineyard Team will also hold a
conference In Perth:

"What the Holy Spirit Is
Saying to the Church

Today"
13-16 March 1990

K Information:
___ erence Office
PO Box 240, Doubleview WA 6018

Ph; (09) 244 1145 Fax: (09) 446 2525

OUTBACK CHRISTIANSJN-MINISTRY
Taking the Gospel to the Outback in the Language of the Bush

Please help us to help isolated Christians with communion
services and pastoral care by sending their names and addressee

to—Free Post OCMO57
Outback Christians-in-Ministry

101 Nicholson St, Dalby, Qld 4405
All donations sent to the above address will be personally

acknowledged
Help Us Stay Back Out in the Outback

European Odyssey Tour
Exciting 25-day Grand Tour of Europe

featuring
Oberammergau Passion Play 1990—A Sellout

Departure 4 August 1990
Experience the holiday of the decade. No need for you to miss

out. Join a group with friendly caring leaders committed to
making your holiday the experience of a lifetime. Enjoy this
inspiring living theatre for a day, in a Bavarian village setting

Once every decade—not again until the year 2000
Extra tours also available

For further information and brochures please contact:
Tom and Julie Ede (Phone (03) 232 8479) or John and Miriam

Billman (Phone (03) 583 4663)
All travel arrangements by Jetset Travel, 3-5 Queens Road,

Melbourne 3004
Lie. No. 30597

OBERAMMERGAU
PASSION PLAY

INCLUDING THE HOLY LAND

with Dr Lew and Betty Bom
Tom and Julie Ede

Featuring the best of Europe, the unforgettable
Passion Play, Greek stopover, detailed tour of

Israel, Singapore stopover
Enquiries direct to Tom Eade (03) 232 8479

or Dr Lew Born (03) 848 3635
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Unearthing Potential for a Widening
§>©©]i3@ of Mimstey

For further information write to
The Principal, Don Spencer
Kenmore Christian College

PO Box 55, Kenmore 4069. Telephone (07) 378 1988

23 September 1989 The Australian Christian (403) 15



bbom m: BB©©i©gfi©gia b©b
A Wforeat KM ©ff >la©e

A Place of Growth
The College is committed to the training of men and
women for service in the kingdom ox God, in vary­
ing forms of ministry.
Students are prepared for ministry professionally
through the study of God’s word and its relevance
and application to mankind and the society in
which we live.
Students are prepared for ministry practically as
they gain experience in the areas of preaching,
evangelism, visitation, counselling, Christian educa­
tion, youth ministry, music and creative arts,
church leadership and administration.
Students are prepared for ministry spiritually as the
college community is itself one of worship, prayer
and service to others. Daily worship times, regular
days of retreat and a concern for the individuals
well-being are all part of our care.

A Place of Newness
Our intake this year of 21 first-year stu­
dents has indeed found it to be a year of
newness, new environment, new friends,
new challenges, new horizons, new
church situations, even new-found ability
to cope with study that they didn’t think
they possessed. These people from all
over Australia have responded to God’s
call on their lives. Some have sold busi­
nesses, some changed courses of study,
some even come from overseas, but all
have sensed God’s direction to this differ­
ent kind of place.

People often ask the question, “What sort of place is a theological college’”
expecting you to answer in theology terms that they cannot understand.
Our desire is for the College here to be “a different kind of place”.

A Place of Vision
Many aspects of college life are designed to give
students a vision of what God can do with a life sur­
rendered to him. Regular student ministries give a
vision of how the local church is meant to be God’s
representative in the world. Our annual “Week of
Evangelism”, where this year we saw over 40 people
make commitments of their lives to Jesus, gives us
a vision of the transforming work and power of God.
Our working with the State Department of Church
Development and Education to help with the plant­
ing and fostering of new churches also lifts our
vision.

A Place for You
It could very well be that God
would want you to consider train-

A Place of Transition
For those at the other end of college life,
i.e. their fourth and final year, college
has been a place of transition. A place
where they have been prepared for God
to take them on to the next chapter in
their lives. For most this will mean
moving on to full-time pastoral minis­
tries in the various states of Australia.
For others it will mean moving on in the
process of continually seeking God’s
direction for their own particular minis­
try in his church. For another it will be
the beginning of missionary service in
bringing the word to others farther
afield. For all it has been a place of
transition.

A Place-of Change
Things rarely stay the same for too long and
there are always new and different things hap­
pening. Just this year we have seen that our
Principal, Dr Keith Farmer, has been on sabbati­
cal leave for six months, with Dennis Nutt taking
over the leadership role in his absence. We have
had two visiting lecturers from the USA, Dr Lewis
Foster and Dr Nick Phillips. This year has also
seen a new appointment of Tim Hanna as the full-
time Director of Field Education. Some of the “old
students” have again become “new students” as
they come back for the conversion course to
update their qualifications to degree level. Things
don’t stay the same too long around this place
and God brings new people and experiences into
our lives.

ing at the “different kind of place”.
It could be that whether it be for
one year, two years or the full four-
year course, the challenges and
discoveries you would have here
would help open up for you fresh
areas of ministry for God and his
kingdom.
Don’t be afraid to ask more about
this place.
Write to the Principal,
PO Box 140
Carlingford, NSW 2118
Phone (02) 630 7533
or call in to the Campus
216 Pennant Hills Road
Carlingford, NSW 2118
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Churches ©ff Christ ®he©H©gaeal C©ll®g®
The Federal College of Churches of Christ in Australia

40-60 Jacksons Road, Mulgrave, Victoria

Life at College is Exciting!
• What a momentous and exciting year we have had at the Churches of Christ Theological

College! The new buildings at Mulgrave are proving to be ideal for their purpose and sym­
bolise the unity and faith of our churches and our commitment to growth.

• The broadly based and carefully balanced courses and the ever increasing confidence the
College is enjoying is resulting in record enrolments.

• God is clearly at work in our midst! Students are being challenged in their faith and in its
implications for their daily lives.

• The ministry of the students in the churches is having a powerful impact and their develop­
ing skills and commitment is a joy to see.

• Specific needs of students are being wonderfully met as we commit their concerns to God.
• Already ten candidates have been accepted to commence full-time study in 1990.
• We have people from diverse backgrounds and experience accepting the challenge to pre­

pare for Christian ministry: teachers, radiologists, bank officers, business people, trades
people.
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Come and join us—
It will give you a real sense of purpose for living!

j&mraal Offering

Sunday
1 October

The college earnestly solicits your continued financial
support to repay short-term loans and to meet our on­
going operating expenses.
It costs approximately $8,000 per year to train each full-
time student. Each student contributes a little over $1,000
per year. We need the support of churches and friends of
the college to make up the difference.
Your generous giving will be a real encouragement!

I To Graeme Wigney, Registrar
Churches of Christ Theological College

I 40-60 Jacksons Road, Mulgrave, Vic 3170
I
| Dear Graeme,

Prospective
SfemclsjuVbS-
Sernmar
October

The seminar will commence
at 6 pm on Friday and will
conclude at 4 pm on Satur­
day.

Name:
Address:
Phone:

I/We would love to come to the Prospective Students’
Seminar.

Please send me/us information about the courses
offered at CCTC.
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