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r>/~| illions of children and young people are ex­
fl U posed to war or violence or to physical,
emotional or economic abuse.

This issue looks at the need of children for Jesus
(page 19), a crisiscentre foryoungpeople (page 15)
and examples of the church's ministry to children
(pages 3,4,5 and 6).
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onflict is not to be avoided at all
costs. If a church is being the
dynamic church that Christ in­

tends it to be, conflict is never far away as
all change involves some conflict.

However, intense conflict can also
demoralise a church and a minister. It is
unhealthy when it divides the church and
impedes its development.

Understand the Reasons
The minister should be ready to under­

stand that the presenting problems may
not be the real issue. Underlying the con­
flict about the change of service times, or
the length of the minister's sermon, or the
organ roster, or a deep theological issue,
there may be the insecurity of a sensitive
person who has not been adequately rec­
ognised. Unwittingly you may be battling
tribal loyalties. There may be a transition
of power being resisted. Your conflict may
be the residue of problems from the minis­
try of your predecessor. You may be fight­
ing local cultural attitudes. You may have
overstepped the unwritten board expecta­
tion of being a chaplain by acting as a
catalyst for change. If you understand the
conflict, you will handle it more objec­
tively.

Is Change the Issue?
Never surprise your board with sudden

suggestions of change. Make sure youhave
fully highlighted the problem that the
change will solve (that may take months).
Make sure that the late adopters have been
given a chance to catch up with the idea.
Do the unofficial leaders of the church
approve of the change? Have you intro­
duced the concept with a sensitivity and
recruited some allies to help you share the
resistance? Never be so far out in front of
your congregation that you are alone. Al­
low time for some to catch up.

Is the Battle All That Important?
Is it like the current border conflict be­

tween India and Pakistan over an ice-cov­
ered mountain range that is of no strategic
importance to anybody? Does this issue
really matter? Is it a matter of principles
and prestige that in the long run do not
hinder or promote the witness of the
church? Withdraw from unnecessary
conflict. Do not waste valuable energy.

Separate the Issue from the Person
You have to live with your board. When

you hear resistance to your proposals,
tackle the issue but not the person. People 

do not dislike you just because they dis­
agree with your ideas.

Am I Promoting the Conflict?
Am I being unduly sensitive and defen­

sive when criticised? Is my style of leader­
ship aggressive rather than assertive? Am
I presenting new concepts in such a way
that the old ways are seen as being redun­
dant? (Old ways that some worshippers
have valued.) A minister can reduce the
potential conflict byaddingon a new group
rather than attempting to dismantle an old
one. A minister needs to take care of those
chosen as supporters during conflict. Will
they handle the issue carefully and calmly
or will they make the problem worse?
Sometimes the minister's spouse can feel
criticism more keenly than the minister
and can create more problems by speaking
publicly in the minister's defence.

When Should You Yell For Help?
A minister's loneliest time is when locked

in conflict with leaders of the church. If the
above advice is taken seriously there are
few in the church with whom the issue can
be fully discussed. The minister should
"yell for help" well before the conflict
harms health, marriage and church. The
minister could share with a minister friend,
a denominational representative or con­
sider calling in a mediator to assist. Do not
wait until the battle lines are drawn and at­
titudes are set in concrete. Too often the
mediator has been called in when the
problem has become complex and
individual's feelings are deeply hurt.

Is It Possible to Have a "Win Win"
Solution?

Without watering down the issue or the
proposal is it possible for both sides to feel
that their point of view has been heard and
taken into account? Compromise is not
always a dirty word, and a mediator is of
great value in this area.

Rarely is the conflict issue a theological
one, although it may be given theological
expression. It is not ideas and concepts
and better ways of doings things that cause
conflict. It is people.

• Ted Keating is senior minister at the
Nunawading, Vic, church.

Edited by Brian White, Field Director of
the Vic-Tas Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Development and the Fed­
eral Board of Christian Education.
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MmsDcaD Raises Wearily $1,000 for Vanuatu

Photo courtesy Lender Newspaper Group

Psalty, alias Rosemary Konlg, ready for action. Surrounding Psalty are (back row) Lor­
raine Steele, Tamara White; (middle row) Emily and Rebecca de Jager; (front row) Peter
Steele, Tim de Jager and Julia Konig

"Psalty's Camping Adven­
ture", a musical staged by the
children of the Nunawading,
Vic, church, resulted in $970
being given for Nunawading's
workparty to Vanuatu.

Two packed audiences saw
Psalty take 60 children through
an imaginary hike overa moun­
tain. Various difficulties on
route showed them how much
they need God in their lives.

Lorraine Steele, producer­
director, was delighted with the
children's singing and acting.
The show taught the children
many lessons about co-opera­
tion, humility and sharing.

Vic-Tas Ministers’ Association
Andrew Ball and the Youth

Ministry Committee presented
a lively day's program to min­
isters and their spouses at
CCTC during October. The
program included videos of
Mike Yaconelli and a demon­
stration of camping equipment.

A small group of ministers
appreciated the annual Quiet
Day and Retreat at the Carme­
lite Monastery, Donvale. These
days are valued as times of
meditation and reflection,
guided by those who have vast
experience in spirituality.

Dynamic Christian Educa­
tion specialist, Dr Betty
Javelera, spoke to a group of
ministers and members of the
Victorian Overseas Mission
Committee during her recent
visit from Manila in the Philip­
pines.
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Wh© Are We?
The Department of Chris­

tian Union received 202 re­
sponses from 90 congregations 1
to a recent questionnaire, pro­
viding a sample of how our
members understand Churches •
of Christ. The questionnaire
covered the emphases of our ;
churches'pattern of education,
importanceof co-operation and
obstacles to unity. The returns
covered all states (except ,
Queensland) and the ACT.

ThereaffirmationoftheNew
Testament as the basis of faith j
and practice was very strong,
as were traditional emphases
on believers' baptism and
weekly celebration of the Lord's
Supper.

There was strong support for
co-operation with other
churches, combined studies
and worship, and contribution
to the Christmas Bowl.

Ongoing education of our
distinctive witness was seen to
be needed—at least every sec­
ond year.

There was confusion by our
membership on the question of
membership in church coun­
cils.

Overall there was more sup­
port for membership than
opposition, but the majority
was not a large one.

A retreat from the commit­
ment of past years to visible
organic unity was recorded.
The ma jor obstacle to this unity
was the fear of doctrinal com­
promise. There was also a fear
of the World Council of
Churches.

The survey reaffirmed that |
members of Churches of Christ I

i remain committed to ordering i
i their life according to their
I understanding of the New :

Testament. We have not lost .
1 our vision for unity, but there is
; confusionastohowthisistobe ;
j expressed.

Thanks are expressed to all '
i who participated and returned |

responses.
An expanded report with

tables is available from D. ■
Allison, 28 Potter Street, Black
Rock 3193, at a cost of $2 or '
five 41c stamps.

—T.A. Banks
(Chairman, DCU)

(475) 3



Kfews

New Children’s Strategies

(L to R) Brian White with Russell Croxford (Explorer Chief),
Dot Brooker (Good Companions Chief) and Glenys Cart-
mel (Children’s Ministry Committee)

A new umbrella committee
established by the Vic-Tas De­
partment of Mission Educa­
tion and Development will
give new impetus to work with
children.

For 50 years Victorian and

Tasmanian Churches of Christ
children's ministry has oper­
ated on two main lines: Sunday
school work and Good Com­
panions and Explorers
weeknight clubs. The latter
each had their own executives 

and networks and a Children's
Ministry Committeedealt with
Sunday school and family
worship issues.

Sociological and population
trends have seen a decline in
both Sunday school and girls
and boys clubs. This has been
met in churches, to some ex­
tent, by the growth of co-ed
"Kid's Clubs" with no network
association. There was an ur­
gent need to develop new
strategies to resource, support
and encourage all forms of
ministry with children.

In 1990 a Ministry with Chil­
dren Committee will be cre­
ated. The new committee will
bring together experienced and
specialist personnel to stimu­
late and resource all areas of
childrens ministry.

Brian White, Field Director
responsible for Christian Edu­
cation with MED says, "The
Department is hopeful that the
changes will stimulate a new
enthusiasm, new ideas, better
resourcing and significant
development in ministry with
children in Vic-Tas."
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/Primaryxr< _ “__
f Manual

____________ p/c______
Send to P.O. Box A267, Sydney South 2000

Send for your ^^01
sample packof Trowel and Sword Curricula

.-u-—---------Are you teaching Religious Education in schools, Sunday School or I

leading a Kids Club?If you are looking for excellent Bible-centred material, discover for
yourself the Sword and Trowel curricula for strong and effective

i ministry with children.| Written by educationalists, the Sword and Trowel are always up to
j date in their approach, continually seeking to help children learn

I about God and learn to love God.I Teacher's Manuals give comprehensive help to teachers, clearly
I outlining lesson plans, goals, presentation, aids and activities. /

■ Reinforce the main points of each lesson through■ children's workbooks that are full of interesting, varied A/ X
■ and fun activities. z ’

■ Evaluate the benefits of the Sword and Trowel
B curricula for yourself. Send for your free sample
B pack and 1990 Catalogue from CEP, thepublishers of Christian Education materials. A

\ Please send
\ me a free

—curriculum
sample pack and

1990 Catalogue

Primary Thmch---------------------
'eactier^s/Name --------------------------

Address-------------------- ---------
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Graduate DipBoma
For those ministers who are

looking to enlarge their vision
and further develop their min­
istry skills and who would be
stimulated by others who are
similarly committed, the
Graduate Diploma in Minis­
try is being offered by the
Churches of Christ Theologi­
cal College, Mulgrave.

This is a two-year course
designed to help ministers
grow small churches into larger
churches, develop a style of
leadership appropriate to
larger churches, work in team
ministries and sculpture a style
of ministry appropriate to their
ministry area.

Based on an action-reflection
teaching model, the Graduate
Diploma, in the first year, will
involve students in a one-week
intensive at CCTC from 26
February to 2 March, four day­

long collegium groups
throughout the year and a one-
week placement in a church
appropriate to the student's
needs.

In the second year a second
intensive (in the week before
graduation) where a research
paper is presented, takes the
place of the church placement.

The principal lecturer at the
1990 intensive is Dr Gordon
Moyes, Superintendent of the
Wesley Central Mission in
Sydney, described as
Australia's largest Christian
complex.

Gordon will be talking about
preaching, the media, church
and society, word and deed
theology and the Restoration
Principle in practice. He willbe
complemented by other lectur­
ers who are experts in their
fields.

Gordon Moyes

Further information and
application forms are avail­
able from the Director of the
program, Graeme Chapman,
CCTC, 40-60 Jacksons Rd,
Mulgrave 3170. Phone (03) 790
1000.

State Minister
The SA Conference has

appointed Ron Roberts to the
position of State Minister fol­
lowing an overwhelming vote
of support from churches and
ministers.

Ron is at present a member
of the ministry team at
Noarlunga. He is a man with
proven skills and a warm and
positive approach to people.
Most of all, Ron, and his wife,

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Hostel Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Walting List Now Open 

Kate and Ron Roberts

Kate, come with a firm com­
mitment to Jesus Christ and
with a special love for the
church. Ron is 43 years of age
and he and Kate have fourchil-
dren.

In the role of State Minister
Ron is firmly committed to as­
sisting the church build effec­
tive programs in the local con­
gregation; the planting of new
churches in the growing areas

of the State; enlisting and re- 1
leasing the skills of gifted min-
isters and church leaders in the
local church to benefit and
encourage the wider ministry j
of the churches of the South
Australian Conference.

Ron has an impressive rec- i
ord of leadership and adminis- •
trativeability,acapacitytoplan !
and program and a pastoral
heart. He is held in high regard ■
by all who have worked with .
him.

“Party to toe
Max” at
Modbury

200 young people, some from
as faras Balaklava and from all
denominations, gathered for a
night of music and dancing at
the Modbury, SA, church re­
cently.

This was in support of Max­
ine Little, who works on be­
half of local churches with street
kids in theTeaTree Gully area,
which includes Modbury. The
band "Soul Purpose" per­
formed and Darryl Stephens
played disco music.

Peter Duncan, Federal Min­
ister for Youth Affairs, visited
the party.

Local businesses donated
prizes, food and drink.

The initiative came from the
young people of the Modbury
church and, with encourage­
ment,exercised greatenterprise
as they made contacts and
organised a faultless night's
program.

They also exercised great en­
ergy and creativity in convert­
ing the church complex to a
"disco format" for the party,
staying overnight to ready the
church for services the next
morning. Prayer and con­
sciousness of God's guidance
and protection in their mission
was paramount.

The young people of
Modbury will now venture to ■
monthly Sunday night youth i
services, commencing with
"The Gospel According to U2"
on 29 October.

Maxine Little, youth worker
in Tea Tree Gully

MMX TheAustralian Christian (477) 5
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Thornleigh: A Growing Church on the Move—Again

July 1906 saw the humble
beginnings of the Hornsby,
NSW, church (now known as
Thornleigh) with the setting
up of the Lord's Supper in the
home of Mr and Mrs Crosth-
waite. As the church grew so
grew the need of a building
which was constructed and
opened in Albert St in 1910.63
years later there was again the
need for larger premises. The
church relocated to Thornleigh,
having purchased the Naza-
rene Bible College property.
The first meeting there as held
on 21 October 1973.

But the church has contin­
ued to grow until the stage was
reached when it became neces­
sary for an even larger build­
ing to accommodate the morn­
ing service. So in August this
year the church agreed to move
the morning service to the Pen­
nant Hills Community Centre,
Yarrara Rd (opposite the Pen­
nant Hills Station). This excit­
ing move became a reality on
15 October, 16 years after the
move from Hornsby to
Thornleigh. A lot of prayer,
planningand preparation went
into the move.

Worship in new surroundings

The morning program com­
mences at 9.30 am, when a
worship service is held.

At the same time the
children's ministry program
operates with the senior Bible
School meeting in the nearby

Girl Guide Hall and the Kin­
dergarten and Creche in the
lower hall.

At the first program there
were 223 in attendance. This
service was led by Stuart
Wesley, youth minister, and the 

preacher was Franklyn Elliott,
senior minister.

Enjoy God’s creation
in the peaceful surroundings

of
FERN VALLEY
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FUNDS NEEDED NOW
Send your gift now to support the Kensington
Christian Network. Kim Thoday, Mike Esbensen
(pictured) and the Network Church family are at
the cutting edge of evangelism outreach, pastoral
care and social concern. There is a great need!

DEPARTMENT OF MISSION,
EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT
52 La Trobe Street, Melbourne 3000

Les Lawlor says
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—“white ants”—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact,
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636

GUEST HOUSE
Balook

Comfortable accommodation,
home cooking, open log fires.
Your hosts: Des, Prue
and Aileen Davidson
Phone (051)96 6141
Grand Ridge Road,

Balook 3971

Have you thought of helping

“The Australian Christian"

In its ministry among
Churches of Christ?

Why not Include us In your wild
The following wording could be used

in your will:
I give and bequeath $...... (or a
percentage of the total estate) to
“The Australian Christian", the na­
tional journal of Churches of Christ
In Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and tes­

tamentary expenses. .



Thrilling Testimonies More Tucson Talk

Preachers at seminar in Ammambakam

Returning recently from six
weeks of evangelistic meetings
in North and South India,
Doug Willis reports over 700
baptisms.

Over 80 preachersand work­
ers attended a two-day semi­
nar conducted by Doug at Am­
mambakam.

Doug shares some testimo­
nies from this recent visit:

One young high-cast Hindu
lady seemed very touched. She
testified: "I have been to sev­
eral Hindu gods and temples
but they have not given me
peace. An inexpressible feeling
of fear was in my mind, but
now I feel very pleasant. I de­
cided to follow Jesus until my
death. I am ready to accept
Christ at once whatever the
difficulties given by my rela­
tives and neighbours."

At one meeting God's power
was very evident. One older

man, a palm tree climber, said,
"This is the first time 1 have
heard themessageof salvation.
My soul, my body and my life
is for God. While you were
preaching about God's loveand
sacrifice, my feelings were
bubbling with amazing inex­
pressible joy. I never had an
experience like this in my life."

When a wife of a recent con­
vert was asked why she came
to be baptised she replied, "I
have seen such a change in my
husband—an inner peace and
joy in his life which he never
had before he was converted."

One night a meeting was
overwhelmed when 75 re­
sponded to receive Christ. It is
significant that 74 turned up
the following morning to be
baptised.

The other man asked to be
excused because he was not
well.

Richard and Dawn Lawton, from
Maylands, SA, are serving on
an exchange basis at First
Christian Church, in downtown
Tucson, Arizona, USA. In this
second article we hear about
what Richard describes as the
beautiful range of people who
make up the family of God in
that place.

Moderator Jerry McFarland
runs an auto repair shop, and is
local president of Habitat for
Humanity, a worldwide body
that provides low-cost hous­
ing by means of much volun­
teer labour; former President
Jimmy Carter is an active vol­
unteer in his own State.

Elder Andy Nichols is a
doctor doing research at the
University Medical Centre, and
an unsuccessful Democratic
candidate at the last Arizona
State election.

His wife, also an elder, is Dr
Ann Nichols, who teaches
social work at the University of
Arizona.

Their 19-year-old daughter
Kathy spent the summer at the
Bossey Ecumenical Institutein
Switzerland and is on the
General Board of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in
the USA.

BillPearcyservedasaleader
in the national Building Exten­
sion Department for many
years. Anotherretired minister,
Charles Whitmer, spent many

I years in Pueblo, Colorado, 

Goal to Pole
Being handicapped doesn't

stop these children from the
School for the Handicapped
in Kajiado, Kenya, from en­
joying a game of soccer. The
school cares for over 90 handi­
capped children and is regu­
larly visited by orthopedic
specialists.

Christian Blind Mission
International (Australia) en­
ables such children to receive
an education and to learn skills
that will eventually help them
to cam a living.

The school was visited re­
cently by CBMI representative 

Jim Stallard, who asked one I grin theboy responded straight
youngboyhisname.Withabig | away, "They call me'Pele'." |

where under his ministry the
rundown church went from 80
members to 1,500.

C. Dale (no-one knows his
Christian name: heis just called
"C") is finance secretary. A
retired postal employee, he
spends days each week at the
church, working on the
church's accounts.

Mary Perrine hit 80 in July.
As membership chairperson
she meets every Monday morn­
ing with the ministers to de­
cide which people need to be
followed up after Sunday's
services. Usually, she has al­
ready been in touch with them
by phonebefore Sunday isover.
She also organises periodic
inquirers orientation sessions
for new people, in which the
faith and the church are ex­
plained and discussed.

Donn Taylor has just com­
menced as the new choir direc­
tor. He was on the paid singing
staff of St Philips Episcopal
Church for 16 years, and
teaches singing. He is keen to
move to First Christian for faith
reasons. Apart from directing
the Chancel Choir, Hosanna
Singers, childrens and youth
choirs, he will resurrect the
handbell choir.

Rudy Byrd is a med ical prac­
titioner. He sings in the choir,
and does a tremendous job
tending to the many refugees
who come across the nearby
border from Central America.

Hazel Dooley recently cele­
brated her 99th birthday. She
comes each Sunday from a
nursing home, sits in a wheel­
chair and feels that she has an
important witness to her faith
in what must be the short time
remaining to her in this life. If
this means interrupting the
service to share what is on her
heart, so be it!

Linda Valdez is an editorial
writer with the Arizona Daily
Star, the morning newspaper.
Her editorials serve to influ­
ence or agitate the minds of
thousands.

She recently came forward
to confess her faith in Christ,
and her husband, Sixto, a
Mcnnonitefrom Mexico, trans­
ferred his membership.
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Letters are limited to 200

words

Communion
Communication

To the Editor,
I have no desire to prolong

the debate but I must comment
on Brian Phelp's "Comment"
("AC" 7 October).

Some of Brian's expressions
are so professorial, hence to me
out of context. The "rhetoric of
the dress" he says is important
and then he talks about presen­
tation, which to many minds is
least impressive.

The celebration of the death
and resurrection of Christ
demands reverence and deco­
rum and should be equated
with clear enunciation. Brian's
reference to the Gospel being
packaged in "archaic, irrelevant
anachronisms" is extravagant,
not typical of the language of
so many presidents.

In communicating the com­
munion the leader should not
direct attention to him/herself
by dress, action or material. It
distresses me when presidents
relate long personal, irrelevant
experiences.

Our task is to point expec­
tant, penitent believers to the
sacrifice of our crucified Lord.

We live in a new world but
being true penitent participa­
tors in the Lord's Supper we
will present ourselves with
dignity, reverence and a feel­
ing of being the best we can
offer to our Lord.

I am not saying we should
not wear casual dress but
equate our dress to the occa­
sion. The "hands in pocket" 

attitude may be a prelude to
other more distracting prac­
tices.

Incidentally its time we out­
grew the "kids" syndrome.

—L.W. Marshman
(Victor Harbour, SA)

Tribute to W.T. Atkin
To the Editor,

We have recently received a
letter from Bishop James Grant
on behalf of the Executive of
the Victorian Inter-Church
Immigration Committee. The
death of W.T. Atkin was re­
ported to that Committee and
reference was made to Mr
Atkin's long association with
the churches' ministry to mi­
grants and refugees, as he was
one of the original members of
the federal Interchurch Com­
mittee from its foundation in
1947.

The Committee asked Bishop
Grant to write "to the Churches
of Christ expressing thankful­
ness to God for the life, witness
and service to so many by W.T.
Atkin". —Clive Ward

(Vic-Tas Conf. Secretary)

Reply to Tertlus
To the Editor,

In response to "The Man
Upstairs" ("AC" 7 October) I
wonder, Tertius, have you
missed the joy of the resurrec­
tion of our Lord?

There is a man in the glory of
Heaven. He arose from the
grave. He ascended on high.
He is seated at the right hand of
the majesty on high, making
intercession for us.

Yes he is coming again "as ye
have seenhimgointo Heaven"

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m. Worship & Communion

Services
7.00 p.m. Gospel Celebration

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

(Acts 1:11 KJV). "For the Lord
himself will come down from
heaven, with a loud command,
with the voice of the archangel
and with the trumpet call of
God." (1 Thess. 4:16 NIV).

He has promised, "I will
come back and take you to be
with me that you also may be
where I am." (John 14:3 NIV)

Knowing the joy of all this, I
still have his presence with me
in a very real way. The Holy
Spirit reveals him to me, day by
day and moment by moment. I
believe that we can know the
Lord by the Holy Spirit in a
closer way than even the Dis­
ciples could. The Lord Jesus
Christ is both "up there" and
down here, and this is not
"sloppy theology" or "sloppy
worship".

—Syd T. Burman
(Jamboree Heights, Qld)

Submission
To the Editor,

I respond to Alan Mathie-
son's article on "Shepherding"
("AC" 7 October).

The principles of "shepherd­
ing" and "discipleship" are
thoroughly biblical. We are
encouraged to obey our lead­
ers and "submit to their au­
thority". (Hebrews 13:17) Juan

Carlos Ortiz has been in Aus­
tralia recently and his ministry
has been valued by many. His
books call us back to a biblical
discipleship under the Lord's
authority.

Oneprincipleoforganisation
of the Christian life is submis­
sion to our leaders. This may
not fit with our laissez-faire
society, but it is God's pattern.

The shepherds (elders, pas­
tors, leaders of any type) are
not authoritarian however. 1
Peter 5:1-4 describes the shep­
herds as examples, not lording
it over the flock and account­
able to God. Leaders in our
churches need to have author­
ity and they need to be able to
lead. Too often we find God's
work is held back by a demo­
cratic system of leadership
which has no respect for the
leader. Many think that the
teaching on submission in
Ephesians5 is inappropriate for
our day. I would draw atten­
tion to the fact that all of us are
to "submit to one another out
of reverence to Christ". (Ephe­
sians 5:21) This submission to
Christ and then to one another
makes it possible for us to sub­
mit to our leaders.

—Barry Jenkins
(Ringwood, Vic)

Letters Brom Twftta

Horoscopes
To the Editor,

I think that they should be called "horror-scopes" because they
deceive those who believe in them and waste the time of those
who don t but still read them....wondering perhaps if there
maybe something in it after all.

Even the name "astrology" is misleading. It is not the study of
the stars, as the word implies, but a study of human gullibility and
what appeals to it. Ho w can anyone establish that stars thousands
of light years away can reasonably determine whether it would be
safer for me to stay in bed today or to get up and go to work.

1 he thing that staggers me is the number of well-educated
people whose lives are run by the latest zodiacal nonsense. For
>hstance, Jim my school teacher cousin, believes it all. Yet he

on t touch Christianity because he reckons it is unscientific and
a lot of fairy tales.

Irl°??^ndGrS‘and why PeoPle can swallow the stars and strain
ChnSti! Or PerhaPs 1 do understand. Belief in astrology

‘ J°U nn r11?: excePl the Price of the latest magazine or
Yourf”'Be ief ln Jesus Christ costs y°u y°ur life-
Yours auspiciously", 7

—Tertius
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Namibian Repatriation

Children at the Dobra Reception Centre

The United Nations has
asked the Council of Churches
in Namibia (CCN) to assist in
the repatriation of Namibians.
CCN has therefore set up a
special Committee for Repa­
triation, Resettlement and Re­
construction, known as the 3R
Committee. The Committee
works closely with the UN High
Commission for Refugees to
facilitate the refugees' return,
which began in June this year.
Force Ten, the joint program of
the Australian Council of
Churches and Australian
Catholic Relief,will contribute
towards the program.

The 3R program is helping to
run several reception centres
for returnees. Each returnee is 

issued with eating utensils,
towels, a mattress, two blan­
kets, two sheets, tissues and
soap.

When the returnees leave the
reception centre, most will need
help in building or buying
homes. They will provide most
of the labour themselves and
the churches will assist with
building and materials. In ru­
ral areas, 3R will purchase
farms and provide a basic fi­
nancial allowanceso peoplecan
re-establish their livelihoods.

The3RCommitteealso plans
to set up 15 schools.

For more information, con­
tact Force Ten, Box C199, Clar­
ence St PO, Sydney 2000. Tele­
phone (02) 29 2215.

KNEELER DESIGN PTY
ARCHITECTURE

PLANNING
INTERIORS

LANDSCAPE

LTD

CURRENT PROJECT
MAJOR ADDITIONS & ALTERATIONS

TO GLEN WAVERLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

TELEPHONE (03) 481 2293 OR 391 5598
234-236 DOUGLAS PDE,

NEWPORT, VIC 3015

Namibia: Background

White traders and mission­
aries arrived in Namibia in
the early 19th century. In 1878
Britain annexed the port of
Walvis Bay and five years
later Germany declared a
"protectorate" over the rest
of Namibia. In 1915, Germany
surrendered to South African
troops and Namibia passed
to South African control.

In the 1920s South African
legislation was introduced to
control land ownership and
labour; in 1966 this was for­
malised into apartheid.

In 1966 the United Nations
revoked South Africa's man­
date in Namibia and ordered
South Africa to withdraw. In
1978 the UN passed Resolu­
tion 435, intended to end the

South African occupation, but
only in April 1989 was this
resolution implemented, and
since June thousands of Na­
mibians havereturned to their
country from exile.

At a Glance
Area: 824,000 km2. (NSW is

804,000 km2)
Population: 1.7 million

(about one tenth of Australia)
Adult literacy: 30% (Zim­

babwe by comparison is 70%)
Life expectancy: 43 years

(blacks); 69 years (whites)
Churches in Namibia: The

Christian church in Namibia
owes its origins to 19th cen­
tury missionaries. Initially,
the only education available
to the black population in the
country was provided by the
churches. Denominations
include Lutheran (about half
of the population), Roman
Catholic, Anglican, Method­
ist and others. The Namibian
Council of Churches (CCN)
was formed in 1978. CCN has
long been involved in work
for an independent Namibia.
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Biomedical Ethics
Discerning right and wrong in a growing number of complex

human biological and medical matters poses a deep challenge for
Christians today. Few of us would claim to know all of the
answers to all of the questions raised by abortion, euthanasia,
genetic engineering, in-vitro fertilisation, surrogate motherhood,
sperm banks and so on.

Professor D. Gareth Jones is one of the world's foremost think­
ers in Christian biomedical ethics, and is the author of a new
Zadok reading guide on the subject. This reading guide will
enable us to approach intelligently the growing literature in this
area. It is a timely contribution to thinking Christianly about a
controversial area of human life.

and comfort for us in our Christian life. However, in the face of the
fact that ours is an age of frustration and futility, the writer
suggests that we need to look to the cross of Jesus as the answer
to our deepest needs and, indeed, he is correct.

If you read this book, you will find many answers to questions
that perhaps have caused you concern in the past—such as "Law,
Love and Victory" or "Answer to Futility, to Loneliness, to
Sickness and Death, to Selfishness". There is a great wealth of
teaching in this book by a learned man who was Principal of
Ridley College in Melbourne, and who has written several books
on the subject of the cross, including The Apostolic Preaching of the
Cross and The Cross in the New Testament.

If you are seeking for some deep thinking on the subject of the
Cross of our Lord then this book is for you.

—Paul Payne

Issues in Biomedical Ethics, Zadok Reading Guide R24, is
available from the Zadok Institute for Christianity and Society,
Blackall Street, Barton 2600,phone (062) 731634, for$2plus 80c
postage.

Adoption Beginning to End
A Guide for Christian Parents
by Donald W. Felker and Evelyn H. Felker (Baker
Book House)

®@©[fes
A Creative Christmas for Aussie Families
Programs & Plays for Aussie Kids (9-11)
Both by J. Colin Jones $8.95 and $9.95

Jon Jones is the musical director of the Dawson St, Ballarat,
church and has written and co-ordinated numerous musicals and
dramas. He has now put some of his ideas into print in these two
well-presented small books, which are designed for those in­
volved in ministry with children.

A Creative Christmas has eight plays, numerous stories, medita­
tions, poems and ideas for Christmas presentations, club break­
ups, family worship services etc. Just in time for the coming
season.

Starting with a biblical justification, this book examines issues
in regard to adoption. As the authors acknowledge, adoption is
not foreverybody. In today's society it is very difficult to adopt at
all.

This book offers some practical guidelines and asks awkward
questions to those who are contemplating adoption. Most of the
modern thinkingabouttheadoptees' right toinformationand the
role of adoption agencies is covered but much of the practical in­
formation regarding the legal situation and agencies is useless as
it is written for the American scene and is just not relevant to Aus­
tralian conditions. The whole question of "open adoption", which
is highly favoured in social welfare agencies at the moment, is not
tackled. Overseas adoption and the resulting transracial adop­
tion is just touched upon. Unfortunately there is not anything
available from a Christian perspective written from within Aus­
tralia.

Programs & Plays for Aussie Kids contains more plays, a number
ofcrosswords.variouspuzzlesand stories and ideas forchildren's

—CRA
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segments in worship services and club programs. These books
will be well received by all those working with children.

The books are available from Jon Jones, 2 Bevtre St, Sebas-
• topol 3355, and the prices include postage.

—Brian White

The Cross of Jesus
by Leon Morris (Paternoster Press)

The Christian faith is based and centered on the Cross of the
Master, and it almost seems unnecessary for us to read anything
concerning the Cross and the crucifixion, apart from what is

i contained in scripture. Certainly there seems to be too little detail
in the gospel record, but the teaching of the epistles concerning
the relevance of the cross is a great source of advice, assurance

Books • Bibles • Records • Cassettes • Music • Gifts
Discount Prices. Mail & Phone orders welcome, Credit cards accepted.

Christian Video Library
Movies for Youth. Children. General audiences. Studies by lop speakers.

18-26 Canterbury Rd, Hcathmonl Vic. 729 3777
| 203 Hunbngdate Road. East Oakleigh. Vic. 544 5844

65 GrenleU Street. Adelaide. SA 223 4249
| 2422 Logan Rd. Eight Mile Plains. Old. 341 6500 
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U/URD bookstore

Worship: 10 am

This Week Only:
20% OFF
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How Will I Tell My Mother?
by Jerry Arterburn (Word Publishing) $9.95

A true story of one man's battle with homosexuality and AIDS,
this is a small paperback that is easily read. However, there is not
much of a story to it, rather an itemising of incidents in Jerry's life
that he felt to be critical in his developing homosexuality.

His points of view seem very predictable for his background
and explain some glaring contradictions.

Near death, he quotes Agatha Christie. "There is too much
tendency to attribute to God the evils that man does of his own
free will." However in telling of his experiences Jerry does not
take much responsibility for his conditioning.

There arc some very good sections, especially where he relates
the acceptance he felt coming into the gay community and the
love and care of his family and church when eventually he tells
them of his terminal illness and homosexuality, and also when he
speaks of the isolation and desperation he felt as an AIDS sufferer.
Unfortunately these glimpses of his feelings, which can arouse
compassion and a sense of understanding on the part of the
reader for people who are different from the "accepted main­
stream", are all too few. He slips very easily into a preacher mode
and tries to make explanations for everything. And that gives rise
to pontifications.

That is the whole irony of the book. At the end, he still
pronounces homosexuality as evil and of Satan. It was not a new
realisation, but something from his childhood, along with all the
other social evils such as drinking and dancing, with large slabs
of low self-esteem that many Church of Christ young people of
the postwar era will identify with. Through all his experience he
did not realise that those dogmatic attitudes were the very reason
he felt he had to keep hidden from his family the trauma he went
through as he found he was different, queer and evil.

Jerry's pathetic plea expressed in the title How Will I Tell My
Mother? will remain the dilemma for those who feel that the
attitudes of their peers and elders are formed more by doctrine
and dogma than compassion and understanding.

—Bruce Whyatt

Why Settle for More and Miss the Best?
by Tom Sine (Word Books) $10.50

Why Settle For More And Miss The Best? is a follow-up to Tom
Sine's previous best seller The Mustard Seed Conspiracy. It is an
excellent and challenging book that takes a good hard look at the
lifestyles and aspirations of modern-day Christians and con­
cludes that they are, in essence, very similar to those of the rest of
the world. Christians are also driven by the compulsion to accu­
mulate possessions, assets, status and all the other paraphernalia
that is part of the insanity of modern living. Like everyone else
Christians are also profoundly dissatisfied with it all, but don't
know what to do about it.

In this book Tom Sine does more than expose the problem. He
offers solutions and examples of how Christians, throughout the
world, are coming to grips with the fact that "the foolishness of
the Gospel is more reasonable in the end than the wisdom of this
World".

This is an easy book to read; its style is short, sharp and punchy,
with an abundance of stories to illustrate the points being made.
In the light of the crises facing society today there has never been
a greater need for Christians who are prepared to seriously
consider the call of Jesus to a radically different attitude towards
life. Tom Sine's book is an excellent resource for those who
would.

—Robert V. Smith

War and Pacifism
by Margaret Cooling (Scripture Union)

This topical book, designed as a resource and activity book,
particularly with youth groups in mind does not come down on
one side or other of the debate. Rather it aims to present some of
the principles related to the subject. Although that subject is war
generally, nuclear war is not ignored, since "No warcan be fought
now by any of the nuclear states, no intervention in someone
else's war can be contemplated, without the ghost of the mush­
room cloud haunting the decision-makers."

As the book indicates, while the extremes are war or pacifism,
the possibly even greater danger is complacency. The discussion
encouraged by thisbookusescontemporaryresourccs, whilealso
having a strong scriptural relevance. On the whole this is a very
thought-provoking book, not only on war and peace, but on
related topics, including values, power, love, punishment and
just what is right? It is a book that needs to be used, rather than for
the library shelf. The author, Margaret Cooling, has a strong
association with young people, both in schools and church youth
groups. She is currently one of the directors of a national confer­
ence centre in England for the Association of Christian Teachers.

—Bryan R. Mee
The Way of the Lamb
Christ in the Apocalypse
by Hans-Ruedi Weber (WCC Publications)

This series of five meditations, designed for use during the
Lenten period, is based on the the passages of the Book of
Revelation that deal with Christ the Lamb. Dr Hans-Ruedi Weber, .
executive secretary of the Portfolio on Biblical Studies at the
World Council of Churches, attempts to bring out some of the
contemporary significance of the message of this book of the
Bible, which is often ignored today.

Astheauthor notes:'The warningsand encouragements which
the seer John conveyed, around 95 AD, to the Christians in Asia j
Minor can still speak to us today. They squarely face the realities
of contemporary power struggles and confront them with the
power of God as it manifested itself in the death and resurrection
of Christ. They also open up a wide horizon of time and space. All i
thingsand all people must pass through the fireof judgement, but
within and beyond the sufferings in church and world history
there is the promise of a new heaven and a new earth."

A part of the Risk Book Series The Way of the Lamb should be
available from the Australian Council of Churches, PO Box C
199, Clarence St PO, Sydney 2000.

Two Brand New Books
by a Brand New Author

A Creative Christmas for Aussie Families $8.95
(Plays, meditations and stories to celebrate and

portray the Christmas story to the family)
Programs & Plays for Aussie Kids 9-11 $9.95

(35 complete programs including stories, songs,
questions and activities to relate the Bible to kids)

Author: Mr Jon Jones (past owner of Ballarat
Christian Book Centre and active member of

Dawson St, Ballarat, Church of Christ)
Copies available by writing to Mr J. Jones

2 Bevtre Street
Sebastopol 3356

Note: Forward payment with order—post free
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Easy divorce is a major
reason for the growing
number of young runaways,
according to a major UK
Children's Society report.
The report says that many
of the 98,000 young people
who run away from home
each year in the UK come
from broken homes.

The biography of a Chris­
tian missionary to China
has been published and
distributed in China,
under orders of a General
in the Red Army. Alfred
Bosshardt is the only
Western survivor of the
Long March, and the bulk
of his book The Guiding
Hand tells of his experi­
ences on the gruelling
journey.

The Board for World Minis­
tries of the United Church
of Christ and the Division of
Overseas Ministries of the
Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) have started a
joint ministry for Latin
America and the Caribbean.
It joins common work by the
two US denominations in
southern Asia and the
Middle East.

The Central Committee of
the Hungarian Socialist
Workers (Communist)
Party has decided that
from now on party mem­
bers can participate in
church life and send their
children to religious In­
struction if they want to.

Soviet church leaders have
challenged the United Bible
Societies to provide them
with 20 million Bibles.

Women can now become
bishops of the Anglican
Church In New Zealand.

The annual synod of the
Uniting Church in SA has
lookedatthe way thechurch
can address the problems
of the destruction of the
environment. The synod
committeditself to minimise
the use of paper and other
resources, use recycled
paper and use washable
crockery and cutlery instead
of disposables.

Oral Roberts will close his
City of Faith Hospital and
Medical School and sell 
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his home to try to com­
pensate for a $US25 mil­
lion deficit caused by
declining donations.

Churches throughout Aus­
tralia are being asked to set
aside 12 November, theday
after Remembrance Day,
as a time of prayer and of­
fering for the Soldiers'
Chapel at Kapooka, NSW.
The aim of the appeal is to
build a new chapel at
Kapooka's Blarney Bar­
racks, nearWaggaWagga,
to replace thepresentthree
pre-Worid War II chapels.
The appeal hopes to raise
$800,000 on the special
day. Donations can be sent
to the Australian Soldiers’
Chapel Appeal, Freepost
123, Kapooka 2661.

The Bible Society of
Papua New Guinea dedi­
cated the first BukBaibel,
the complete Bible In Tok
Pisin, on 8 October. The
Minister for Justice in
PNG, the Hon Bernard
Narakobi, said in a
speech: “I believe the
Word of God will save this
nation from destruction
as it comes to us in a
language we can under­
stand, one of the three
main languages of our
country.” Tok Pisin is
spoken by about one-
third of the peopleof PNG
and Is a properly organ­
ised language in its own
right.

The Soviet Union has given
Swedish Pentecostals per­
mission to ship 12 million
NewTestamentsand Bible
storybooks for children
within the next 5 years.
Available funding will limit
the initial printing to
250,000.

There are now 6 full-time
“Pro Sport Chaplains"
ministering with the
Sports & Leisure Minis­
try. South Australian
motor racing chaplain
David Vaughan and
rodeo’s Tim Kelly have
joined NSW motor racing
chaplain Garry Coleman,
Cronulla Sharks Rugby
League chaplain and
sports evangelist George
Capsls, NSW Christian
athlete co-ordlnator
Rainer Ratlnac and na­

tional ministry co-ordlna­
tor Mark Tronson on the
full-time staff. Link con­
tacts are: WA—Richard
Pengelly (09) 341 2864;
SA—Greg Shaw (08) 352
3813; Tas—Bob Beeston
(003) 27 2453; Vic—Noel
Mitaxa (052) 44 2464;
ACT—Greg Moores (062)
921961, Old—Mark Willis
(07) 344 2244; Newcastle,
NSW—Ray Hawkins (049)
33 6983; Wollongong—
TudnoRees(042)614145;
North Sydney—Peta
Condon (02) 938 2284;
South Sydney—Eric
Hunter (02) 521 4611;
Outer Sydney—Tim
Smith (02) 646 2392 and
Blue Mountains through
the national office (047)
73 8594.

Christians in Romania re­
port a new wave of repres­
sion following the destruc­
tion of achurchbuilding and
the arrest of 3 church lead­
ers. Thechurch elders from
the Comanesti Baptist
Church face possible prison
sentences resulting from
their role in helping to re­
build a church that Roma­
nian authorities destroyed
last May soon after its
completion.

A leading religious soci­
ologist believes the time
is ripe in the US for main­
stream Protestants such
as the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) to
start growing again.
Amhearst College soci­
ologist Wade Clark Roof
stated that the “baby
boomers” and disillu­
sioned fundamentalists
are beginning to return to
mainline churches.

Over 5,000 young people
and 500-600 pastors and
youth leaders from all over
Brazil will gather in Brazilia,
the national capital, on 29
January for a 5-day spiri­
tual event featuring top
national and international
speakers. The event is
sponsored by Youth For
Christ in Brazil.

Bathurst 1000 week was
ministered to by 2 Sport
& Leisure Ministry motor
racing chaplains, Garry
Coleman and David
Vaughan. Their “loaned" 
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courtesy bus was situ­
ated near the bottom end
of the main straight.

Australia's Catholic bishops
have criticised the federal
Government for its “consis­
tent support of those who
deal for profit in hard-core
pornographic and other
objectionable video mate­
rial”.

The office building of the
Tuggeranong Churches
Centre, ACT, is to be sold
because of delay in find­
ing a tenant for thecentre.
The office block is a part
of a $13 million project
incorporating office and
community facilities, run
by Canberra Churches
Centres. The firm repre­
sents 8 churches, and
operates the Woden and
Belconnen Churches
Centres, returning its
profits to thecommunity.

FourCatholicteachertrain-
ing colleges are to merge
from 1 January 1991 to
become Australia's first
Catholic university, and the
first to have its campuses
across 3 states. Signadou
College (Canberra), the
Catholic College of Educa­
tion (Sydney), the Institute
of Catholic Education (Mel­
bourne) and McAuley Col­
lege (Brisbane) will form a
new institution that is ex­
pected to achieve full uni­
versity status under the
sponsorship of an estab­
lished university.

On a recent trip to Mel­
bourne David and Eileen
Lewis sold $840 of used
stamps. The funds go
towards the work of Bible
correspondence courses
on the Overseas Mission
Board fields. They have
also arranged exchanges
with overseas collectors
and thus have a range of
countries and thematic
books available for col­
lectors to buy from. David
and Eileen can be con­
tacted at 9 Cllsby St, Vale
Park 5081.

ASports Award Dinnerwas
held recently in Adelaide.
The evening opened with a
brief devotion and comment
by the Deputy Premier, Dr
Don Hopwood. The major 

speaker was Mark Davis
star of the Adelaide 36ers
basketball team, who
shared a powerful testi­
mony. The Sports Focus
Award was won by Darren
Cahill (Australian Davis Cup
tennis team member) and
presented by 1988 SANFL
premiership team coach
John Cahill, Darren’s father.

Representatives from the
major Christian chur­
ches, including Churches
of Christ, are planning a
Conference on the Envi­
ronment 13-15 July 1990.
The conference is in­
tended to give Christians
and other interested
people a chance to dis­
cuss the relationship
between faith and crea­
tion. The conference will
be held in Sydney. Any­
one interested should
contact Charles Wilson,
Secretary, Federal Social
Justice Committee, PO
Box 140, Carlingford
2118. Phone(02) 630 7533.

Family Radio in Brisbane
will be holding a test broad­
cast 18-24 December on
FM 92.1 and their applica­
tion for an FM special pur­
pose licence will be heard
by the Australian Broad­
casting Tribunal on 7-8
December. They need
5,000 subscribers by De­
cember. The station can be
contacted at PO Box 771,
Toowong4066. Phone(07)
371 5096.

A Gallop survey of Ameri­
cans found that while
music tastes may have
changed, favourite
hymns have not. The
nation's 5 favourites are
“Amazing Grace", "How
Great Thou Art", "Rock
of Ages”, “Battle Hymn
of the Republic" and “The
Old Rugged Cross”.

Visiting Hong Kong New
Testament lecturer, Dr
Benjamin Chu, will speak
at CCTC Mulgrave on 28
November at 10 am. Th®
meeting has been jointly
arranged by the Ministers
Association and the Victo­
rian Overseas Mission
Committee. Dr Chii wl
present an update on Hong
Kong and the church
China.
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SOUTHPORT
now meets in

Parklands Drive
8.55 am

Worship and Communion
6.30 pm

Gospel Celebration
Minister: Noel Newton
(075) 94 6154, 94 6633

31 4353 (AH)

Church of Christ INTEGRA
INTRODUCTIONS

%
7 Christian
x Confidential

J? Professional

Assisting Christian Singles
PO Box 240,

World Trade Centre 3005
Phone: (03) 629 2323

GUARANTEED USED CARS

658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127
AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS

Whether it be your first car or you wish to “trade in" let TED
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long

experience in the trade
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW-TELL YOUR FRIENDS LMCT4376

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a

o JACKMAN St TRELOAR □
“ PTY. LTD, °

° LICENSED AGENTS & AUCTIONEERS M.R.E.I. ■
° 66 GREENHILL RD., WAYVILLE 5034 “
□ Established 1901 n
° SERVING SOUTH AUSTRALIA “
□ ADELAIDE—METROPOLITAN—HIILS—NEAR COUNTRY ■
° FOR ALL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS ■
B Selling, Buying, Auctions, Valuations, Transfers, D
■ Renting & Letting. Finance Arranged. ■
a Make use of our long years of experience through ■
□ NEIL McLEAN—Phone (08) 272 6900 S

If you believe that the Lord is calling you to
a tentmaker ministry

—then please contact us on (075) 58 3055 or (075) 58 3542
or write PO Box 185, Nerang 4211

If you only want to visit—then we worship at 9.30 am and
6.30 pm each Sunday, Community Hall, Price Street, Nerang

( Looking for the Sun?
r~%, —Then Queensland Has It.

Looking to Serve the Son?
.. L —Then Opportunities Exist

k " . I at Nerang Church of Christ

CHURCHES OF CHRIST THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

SERVICE
BLACKMAN HALL, HAWTHORN INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION

442 AUBURN ROAD, HAWTHORN
7.30 PM, FRIDAY, 17 NOVEMBER 1989

followed by the
ORDINATION SERVICE

conducted by the Federal Conference of Churches of Christ
in Australia

"All to the Glory of God'

Hey, Christian Single!
Interested in a Gold Coast holiday with

other Christian adults (23+)?
Z II \

©^MF> ©©L©
6-13 or 14-21 January

$220 for seven nights shared accommodation and eight days of fully
catered meals at the National Fitness Camp, Burleigh Heads, Queensland.

250 Christian singles In the holday capital of Australia. Lighted tennis
courts, squash courts, full gym facilities, lighted swimming pool.„and all at

a beach front facility.
Resort quality dining. Including ‘pig-on-a-spit’ and ‘formal banquet night”.

Sightseeing In the day...bonfires on the beach a! night. Good biblical
preaching...greal Christian fellowship. Definitely a holiday with a difference.

Speaker: Rev. Bill Foster
Camp Counsellor: Dr James Ridgway

Applications: Camp Solo, Daphne Foster, 13 Servante Street, Sunshine
3020

Phone (03) 311 6154

FOR NEW HOLDEN & HONDA
SEE MURRAY ECKERT
OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

/{JE Claridge Holden & Honda
LW— 363 Unley Road, Malvern

Phone (08) 2721600 A.H. (08) 278 4515
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There had to be more to life than looking down people’s mouths and cleaning out 
spittoons...

Jenni Ashton is a third-year student at
CCTC, Mulgrave. This is her story:

L
ife as a dental nurse was fine, but 1
felt there had to be more to life than
looking down people's mouths and

cleaningout spittoons. I felt also, that while
I was busily involved in ministry within
my local church and several Christian
organisations, this was somehow not
enough.

God required more. So I prayed. A fairly
simple prayer I thought. "Lord, help me to
beobedient to your will." I tooksix months
off full-time work and had various tempo­
rary jobs in many interesting environments,
my aim being to listen to and discover
what it meant to be obedient to God's will.

I didn't like what I heard...
My attitude was one of disbelief...
"You want me to study for a degree.

Sorry God, wrong person!!"
Well, the rest is history...
I am now in my third year of my Bache­

lor of Theology and Diploma in Ministry
at CCTC, Mulgrave.

I am Student Secretary and heavily in­
volved in the overall life of the College
community.

For the past three years I have been
involved in both intercollege seminar
programs and interstate College deputa­
tion teams.

My life has been significantly enriched
by the people I have met from these activi­
ties.

I am currently involved in a student
placement at the Oakleigh church, where
1 am learning a great deal.

Last year I was involved in chaplaincy
work at Peter MacCallum Cancer Insti­
tute and the State Bank head office. Both
of these positions were challenging to say
the least. I gained much from the people I
encountered and experienced a great deal
of joy amidst their trauma and pain.

My College experience has been one of
constant challenge, growth and encour­
agement.

My studies have enabled me to discover
a wealth of treasure I had not known ex­
isted. Through the support of my lectur­

ers, family and friends, I have explored
deep and wide. I have experienced the
trauma of struggling in the depths—and
learnt to appreciate the rainbow after the
storm.

I have collected many treasures—refined
them and made them my own. I have held
them and shared them...I have argued and
struggled over them...I have laughed and
affirmed them...

I have begun to discover the treasure
and richness of God and the more I dis­
cover the more I realise there is to d iscovcr.

My College experience has been about
discovery.

Discovering the richness of God, the
potential of myself and life in all its full­
ness.

My prayer remains the same...
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Jenni finds herself caught in the ugliness of a queue for a free pie and soup

Wm’f® gi ©Wsfem MksdW Wm?
by Jenni Ashton

H l~\ f7here am I and what am I doing
\ " l\ V / here? I came to visit my friend at
\_ I \_ I the St Kilda Crisis Centre—to

look around the place. But I can't find my
friend. Instead I find lots of people—
"strange" people. I realise that I am caught
in the queue for a free pie and soup. The
corridor is small. Theair is thickand smoky.
The people push and jostle closer to the
counter. For some, this is their only meal
for the day. Their need is urgent. The
pushing continues...old people, young
people, drunk people, smelly people, ugly
people. The ugliest people 1 have ever
seen. I stand in the midst and wonder
again why am I here? The smell of urine,
sweat and alcohol seems stronger and I
look for an escape from the queue. I can't
help thinking, in my comfy old boots and
acid wash jeans, 1 am extravagantly
overd ressed. My bushy permed hair is too
tidy and I'm sure there is something differ­
ent about my face.

Nobody seems to notice me standing in
the corridor, or maybe they're just too
polite to stare.

A man knitting a blue scarf tries to sell
me one of the many tattered and dirty
scarves he has draped over his shoulder.
He continues to tell me about life as a 

travelling scarf knitter. My mind wanders
to consider what I might ask him when he
finishes telling me about his knitting. I
don't have to worry—he never finishes.
The story continues and he tells me he
works better with an audience.

I'm glad I have been of some use.
A young girl comes up behind me, ask­

ing my name.
I tell her, and her eyes light up immedi­

ately. Her name is Jennifer—we have some
common ground.

But she smells...
She smells bad...
Why does she have to stand so close?
I move away slightly and she in turn

moves closer.
She gets bored and walks away.
The smell lingers...
My friend introduces me to Robby.
He is 17, with no money and nowhere to

sleep tonight.
He is vague and simple, but he has nice

eyes.
He walks across the room to shake my

hand.
His hands are soft and warm.
His face is swollen and bruised from a

bashing he received the previous night.
"Will you be my friend?" he asks. "I 

don't have any friends."
I tell him yes, but inwardly I cringe.
Don't ask me to love you.
Don't ask me to care.
You are smelly,
Nobody wants to love you.
You are dirty.
Nobody wants to care.
You are ugly.
He looks at me again, "You are very

pretty. I like you."
Again I cringe.
Robby moves to the chair next to me.

"You know," he says, "I just want a home
where someone will love me." He takes
my hand and gently kisses it. Half of me
wants to stand and give him a hug, half
wants to go and wash my hand to remove
all trace of this person. But it's too late. The
impact has been made. He returns to his
seat. The talk continues and Robby sud­
denly smiles.

"You're a Christian aren't you? I can tell
by your eyes."

I hear the voice of Jesus.
"I have not come to call respectable

people, but outcasts." (Matthew.9:13)
Again I cringe. I feel ashamed, guilty

and ugly. Very ugly.
Forgive me Father, for I have sinned.

^[r©WD[nl^

• Kaye Wray is a memberofthe Owen, SA,
church.

We parted (we'd been at an ecumenical
gathering) but the conversation bothered
me greatly. And the advice I've had from
some Christians is along the lines of "Ashe
grows spiritually and his life is cleaned up
those things will disappear."

1 agree. But what about his fellow Chris­
tians? Are we prepared to grow in com­
passion and understanding so that baby
Christians, struggling with new issues,
don't feel rejected, condemned or put on
"hold" until they are as "good" as the rest
of us?

It's just as well we look after baby
humans better.

I've discovered that being a new
I Christian means being put under
J the microscope, but if you arc

'someone' in the church you can get away
with murder."

It was said tongue in cheek, with a bit of
a grin. But there was pain behind the words.

He's a new Christian—adult, with a
background worthy of any TV soap op­
era—immoral living, drink, drugs. But he
has given his life to God and is a new
creation - with a few of the "old self" habits
still to be cleaned out properly.

And he and the Holy Spirit are working
on them. His old friends can't believe, or
understand, the change. And he admits
that the whole thing still blows his mind.

But he's finding the church scene tough.

©amgi fiw [Bsifeo®©
by Kaye Wray

"I know I don't fit the image of the tradi- |
tional churchgoer. 1 look like I always have, ■
but I'm one of them now, yet most of them
shy away," he said sadly.

We talked on. Yes, a few people were
standing with him giving friendship and ,
support, but the majority at his church I
offer only a "Hello" on the church steps or
in the street. And when the odd swear I
word, tame by comparison to his former ,
language, slips out the looks of horror and
sometimes public criticism only serve to
widen the gap for him.

"Yet it's a loose secret that one of the j
elders tells off-colour jokes and some of
the members have workday words they
never use on Sundays," he said with a
bewildered shrug.
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BIRTHS

McLEAN (CARTER) Geoff and
Loris are very proud to announce
the birth of Amy Hope, sister to
Damien, born 3 October 1989.
STR EADER (CANN) Chris and Sue
are delighted to announce the safe
arrival of a daughter, Caitlin Jayne.
Baby sister for Andrew and Mark.
Bom 22 October 1989 at 1.20 pm.
6 lbs 9 ozs. Both well.
Thanks to Dr A. Bell and staff at St
Andrews.
WEINER (JENKINS) On 17 Octo­
ber. Glenda and Peter thank Pam
and Michael for a granddaughter,
Carlye Jade. Brother for Anthony.

90TH BIRTHDAY
CUDDY The family of Tom Cuddy
have arranged a time of congratu­
lationsand thanksgiving in the form
of an afternoon tea Party on Satur­
day 18 November 1989, from 2-5
pm. This will be held in the Church
Hall, Pine Street, Cheltenham
(Church of Christ). As this is an
open invitation to all would you
please bring a smalf plate of “party
fare’. Please, no presents, only your
presence will be most welcome.

RUBY WEDDINGS
BROWN—EASTON Andrew and
Hilda are happy to announce the
40th anniversary of their wedding
by C.G. Taylor at the Hampton
church on 19 November 1949.
Congratulations from family. Pres­
ent address: 35 Andrew St,
Oakleigh 3166.
DIXON—CHAPPELL Roy and Joy
of Unit 17, Green Hills Retirement
Village, The Boulevard, East Mait-
Iand2323 are congratulated by their
family on 40 years of married life.
Their wedding was celebrated at
the College of the Bible Chapel,
Glen Iris, on 10 December 1949.
Brian, Bronwen, Catherine, Bren­
dan and Myfanwy; Peter, Karen,
Jonathan, Elizabeth, Timothy and
Benjamin; Trevor; Barrie and
Melissa; and Grace. We wish them
God's blessing as they share a
well-earned retirement together.
Psalm 31:19.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
CHISWELL—SCANTLEBURY
With thanksgiving Arthur and Flor-
rie will celebrate 50 years of mar­
riage. Wedding was conducted by
Charles Cole on 8 November 1939
at Maryborough, Vic. Love from all
the family. Present address: 12
McMahon St, St Arnaud 3478.

DEATHS

HALL (SCAIFE) Rose Frances on
13 October in her 93rd year. Loved
wife of the late Carl. Loved eldest 

sister of Arthur, Cyril, Daphne, Ivy,
Daisy (all deceased), Violet (Mrs
Notman) and Olive (Mrs Winstone).
Dear sister-in-law of Vera, Elsie,
Arthur, Alec, Sandy (all deceased),
Roy and Douglas. Our thanks to
the Matron and staff of the Churches
of Christ Nursing Home for their
care of our loved one.

FOR SALE
SURPLUS OFFICE EQUIPMENT
Gestetner Electric Duplicator (auto
inking), Rex Rotary Electronic
Scanner. Enquiries (03) 877 6077
(AH 874 4171).
TREASURES OLD AND NEW
Hartwell Church of Christ, Highfield
Road. Saturday 25 November
9.30-4.30. Proceeds direct to Miss
Edna Vawser for poor and needy in
India.

TO LET
CALOUNDRA, SUNSHINE
COAST, Queensland 2 bedroom
units. 2 minutes walk from Kings
Beach. Rates from $130 p.w. off
season to $390 p.w. holiday sea­
son. Phone (071)91 7454.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 10
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA
Phone (08) 380 5009 or (085) 40
5100orwrite PO Box 65, St Agnes
5097.

BUILDERS
IAN & LA. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations—
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.
LINDSAY FINGER & ROB
DOEDENS Houses, extensions,
renovations, car ports, pergolas,
any job large or small. For free
quotes phone (03) 873 1247. Ver­
mont, Vic.

HOLIDAYS
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST
Absolute waterfront unit Runaway
Bay Broadwater. Peaceful area.
Delightful views. Available privately.
Only 45 minutes to Brisbane. Very
reasonable rates. Enquiries: Len
Brooks, 118 Wilgarning Street,
Stafford Heights 4053. Telephone
(07) 359 7227.
MACALISTER LODGE For your
next family or group weekend en­
joy true Australian nature at its fin­
est. Situated at Lake Glenmaggie,
Central Gippsland, bordering the
high country wilderness. Michelle
and Dave Sanders cater forgroups
ranging from families to youth or
senior citizens. You can enjoy many
of our organised sport or bush ac­
tivities or just do your own thing.
Groups of 8-15 people, Friday
evening to Sunday evening $80 all 

inclusiveofaccommodation, meals.
Includes transport to and from if
required. Please do not hesitate to
contact us for further information
on (03)786 6001 (AH).
GRAMPIANSSUN RISEHOLIDAY
UNITS Modem FSC 2 BR units at

Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dent owners. Phone (053) 56 6300.
GRAMPIANS See beautiful Halls
Gap in the spring. Holiday home
available toaccommodate6. Phone
(055) 62 4869.

A Gallop survey of unchurched
Americans found several trends
that could lead to more people
leaving the church. Among the
warning signs: 58% of churched
people say churches are too
concerned about organisational
Issues (compared to 47% in
1978); 39% say churches are not
concerned about social justice
(32% in 1978); 28% say the mo­
rality preached in churches is
too restrictive (21% in 1978).

Of the 19 million black Christians in
the US, 17.4 million belong primar­
ily to black denominations.

The Perth Anglican diocesan
synod has voted overwhelmingly
to accept women for ordination
and empowered Archbishop
Peter Camley to appoint women
as priests. The diocese has 8
women deacons. The diocese
also supported forthcoming
moves for the decriminalisation
of homosexuality In WA.

An alarming numberof women are
being beaten up by their teenage
children, according to a SA Health
Commission research unit report
compiled from information from
church and social workers.

The workload of priests was a
major contributing factor to the
rising rate of clergy marriage
breakdowns, Tasmanian Angli­

can Bishop Philip Newell told his
synod. Bishop Newell said most
ministers tried to have one day
off in seven, but that often this
did not eventuate because of
parish and pastoral demands.
The day off could rarely be a
Sunday, so time with spouseand
family was limited.

Delegates to the Roman Catholic
synod in New Zealand's largest
diocese, Auckland, have voted for
women and married men to be
admitted to the priesthood. It is
understood that the support for
change was overwhelming.

Jim Bakker of the PTL (Praise
The Lord or People That Love)
television ministry was con­
victed on 24 counts of defraud­
ing followers of his television
ministry by selling guarantees
of accommodation at his Chris­
tian retreat when he knew rooms
were not available. He was sen­
tenced to 45 years imprisonment
and a fine of US$500,000.

4 delegates of the (North) Korean
Christians Federation visited To­
kyo, Kyoto and Osaka in Japan in
the first such visit since World War
II. For part of the time they joined
ecumenical representatives from
South Korea and Japan. They
agreed to work jointly on a 5-year
plan to foster the reunion of the two
Koreas by 1995.

Providing a relocation service

Dean Sander

■foPiitolouisI

offering
• on the spot home loans
• building & mortage T.L. insurance
• valuations, free appraisals
• auctions
• property management

PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL
AND PERSONAL SERVICE

WOON & QUIN PTY LTD
Licensed Agents, MRS
311 Unley Rd, Malvern 5061

In real estate
across Australia and
New Zealand

Office (08) 373 1044; Fax (08) 373 1672; A.H. (08) 377 0371
“Real Estate Professionals—Unley"
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Does failure fit into your theology?

MlakOffogj Hems© off [FajaOaop®
by Russ Parker

ome years ago I read a book
by Pat Boone called A Mir­
acle a Day, and in it he writes

that we should expect daily bless­
ings and powerful demonstrations
of God's love. While not wanting to
deny anyone a blessing I felt that
this was an unreal expectation.

A casual glance at the Bible re­
veals a more complex picture. After
the wonder of creation came the
rebellion in Paradise. Great heroes
like Noah are found drunk and dis­
orderly and a man after God's own
heart like David commits murder in
order to cover up his adultery.
Prophets like Isaiah were fore­
warned of failure even before they
spoke a word in public. And even
Jesus while enjoying the heights of
success is suddenly pinned do wn to
a cross and dies almost alone.

Proof
PaulTournierspeaksof these two

experiences of Jesus as the proof of
God by success followed by the
greater proof by failure. He is un­
derlining that Christians do need
sustaining in their lives by the wit­
ness of the Spirit but that power is only
relative while the weakness of the cross is
absolute to this witness. Why is this?

It is because the cross of Christ is like a

domino! As in the game, the winner is the
one who plays his last piece first. When
Jesus cried, "It is finished!" God was lay­
ing down his last piece in the plan of salva­

tion. Therefore the cross with all its sense I
of abandonment and pain marks the way
forward for all those who would know
forgiveness and spiritual renewal.

It is the place of power and powerless­
ness. Power because sin and death were

Pontius' Puddle

CWR(ST(A^S ARE A LOT
BREAKFAST CEREAL.TREY START
OOT WITH A LOT OF SMAR
CRACKLE ANO BOT \FTHEY

SIT AROUMOTOO
LOMfr THEY

defeated by divine love: powerlessness
because here hung the Christ of God with
no power to save himself.

It is this powerlessness of Christ that
speaks to our failures; when we are sick­
ened by the crumbling of some enterprise
into which we have invested heart and I

‘‘The Cross offers us a
unique failure, for it is one

where hope meets with
despair”

soul or are crushed and hurt by others,
! then here we are caught up into the fellow-
j ship of Christ's sufferings and resurrec­

tion. As Maria Boulding put it, "God has
dealt with our failure by himself becoming
a failure in Jesus Christ and so healing it

The Australian Christian (489) 17



from the inside."
The cross offers us a unique failure for it

is one where hope meets with despair.
What then are some of Christ's experi­

ences of the cross and how do they speak to
our failures? Jesus cried out with a loud
voice, "My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?"

The most obvious point about Jesus
crying is that he received no answer. There
was only the cry of dereliction. Those who
heard him thought he was hysterical and
hallucinating. Yet Jesus was feeling the
anxietyofasinfulhumanityalienated from
God and this was new to him. His scream
once and for all reveals that the question of
suffering exists and we can live with the
question even when it is not answered.

Voice
Therefore Jesus is united with everyone

whose scream is given no answer. He tells
us that it is really all right to give our hurt
a voice. When everything has gone wrong
and the world seems to fall apart then
leam this lesson from the man on the cross:
do not bottle up the rage and anger or

“Success may lead me to
believe that God has

accepted me, for look how
he’s blessing me”

whatever feelings there are, give them a
voice. We may not have an answer but it is
enough to know we have been heard. This
in itself is a release.

I well remember a woman who was
sharing with me some of her story. As she
shared what living with her father was like
she began to cry and continued to do so for
about 20 minutes. I didn't interrupt. She
said later that she found this releasing as
she was speaking out all the denied feel­
ings she had accumulated. Her cry was in
fact affirming and freed her to confront her
own hurt and to go forward.

So Jesus, as he screams, commits his cry
to a stronger hand; his powerlessness was
put into a hand more powerful still. So as
we focus on the cross our failures can be
cried out and then left there surrendered.
It is time to move on.

Rejection
At Calvary, Jesus hung naked as his

executors gambled for his clothes. Like the
emperor in the fable who paraded in pub­
lic without his clothes so Jesus seemed to
be the clown of God whose act was over.
For many he had failed to live up to their
expectations and so they rejected and

"God's People, God's World" was the hymn of the 42nd Federal Conference, held in
Canberra this year. Written by Geoffrey Higges and Carole-Anne Fooks of the Modbury,
SA, church, it was the winner of a nation-wide competition.

God’s People, God’s World Geoffrey Higges &
Carole-Anne FooksSee below (or introduction

1. God's
2. God's
3. God’s

greatness is
wisdom is
oeoole are

seen in all the world.
seen in all the earth.
seen in all the world.

heavens.
peoples.
nations.

His praise reaches up unto the
His word reaches | out to all the

His church reaches out to all the.

mocked him. Being captured on the cross
in this way he enters into the lot of all those
who are robbed and reduced tonothingby
their failures. Being naked also means
having nothing to give and nowhere to
hide. Yet Jesus looked forward to Para­
dise. He was open to a more permanent
future. So the cross encourages us not to be
too attached to succeeding in this world
nor too enmeshed in failure.

At the final moment, Jesus died as dark­
ness fell. In a curious way he is both the 

centre of attention and also lost from view.
Darkness underlines the feelings of isola­
tion and loneliness that are so present when
we fail. There is a growing sense of worth­
lessness and we retreat into the shadows;
we abide alone. It is here we make deci­
sions about the future and so often the
wrong ones.

Trust
Yet Jesus in the dark committed his life

to his father. It was an act of trust. He was
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