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Because 78% of the South African population professes to
be Christian then you would think the Gospel should make
a difference to the way people solve its current problems

ust how are Chris­
tians to react to re­
cent developments

in South Africa?
Press reports on the dis­

mantling of some aspects
of apartheid and therelease
of six of the imprisoned
leaders of the African Na­
tional Congress have
seemed to add someaspects
of hope to the situation.

In the last six months
President P.W. Botha has
been forced to step down
and while his successor
President F.W. de Klerk
espoused the the normal
National Party line in the
recent elections (which the
Nationals won, albeit with
a reduced majority) he ap­
pears to have softened the 
official line to the black majority since.

However everyone is still waiting to see
which direction things will move now.

Interestingly there have been increasing
numbers of Afrikaners who are question­
ing the Reformed Church's theological
justification of apartheid.

Also it is not often realised in Australia
that there are different approaches within
the black majority, e.g. the leadership of
the A NC certainly has a d ifferent approach
to the solution of the South African situ­
ation to that of Chief Buthelezi of the Zulu
people.

One has to also realise that there are two
other groups of people in South Africa
who need to be considered in any solu­
tions. These are the Indian and Coloured
(mixed race) people.

They have sizable populations in South
Africa although nowhere near the num­
bers of blacks.

There is a growing number of young
white men who areconscientiously object­
ing to service in the South African armed
forces. Ma ny of these have been motivated
by their Christian faith and increasing
numbers of them are serving long prison
sentences because of their refusal to serve
in any way in the armed forces, including
non-combatant duties.

In the 23 September is­
sue of The Australian Chris­
tian we ran a review of the
book The Passing Summer
by Michael Cassidy
(Hodder & Stoughton)
which advocated a Chris­
tian approach to South
Africa's dilemma.

This book was written
latelast year and published
early this year and thus
some of the more recent
decisions have altered its
impact a little.

It was written before
F.W. de Klerk became
President and his recent
actions may have changed
Michael Cassidy's views
somewhat.

Michael Cassidy argues
that because 78% of the

South African population professes to be
Christian then the Gospel should make a
difference to the way people solve its cur­
rent problems.

He is saddened that apartheid has, how­
ever, locked groups into positions where
they are unable to see the viewpoint of
other groups.

Michael Cassidy is convinced, as are
most observers, that South Africa is at the
crossroads of choice. He sees seven pos­
sible scenarios:

• semi-indefinite white rule by screw­
ing down the lid;

• a short, sharp successful revolution,
leading to black power overnight;

• an endless, low intensity civil war of
attrition, revolution and counter revolu­
tion;

• 100% white surrender to blacks;
• partition;
• constitutional reform by consultation;
• a properly negotiated future, worked

out by all together.

We in Australia should pressure all
participants with whom we have any in­
fluence towards the last option and also
pray that God will work in the whole
situation.

—CRA

2 (498) The Australian Christian 18 November 1989



[ftfews
Kids Everywhere Advanced Driving 90

What can God do with two
harassed mothers, a drama
student, store manager, a car­
toonist, a busy typist and a
computer buff? Well this year,
among other things, he used a
melding of their talents to
produce "Kids Everywhere",
a collection of 20 songs for chil­
dren.

Released as a book and tape
in July, "Kids Everywhere" has
been enthusiastically received.
The ship MV Doulos took sev­
eral copies of the book for cir­
culation overseas. The
SARETA (South Australian
Religious Education Teachers
Association) has endorsed it
for use in independent schools
and one song, "Remember",
has been used in a recent CTA
advertisement in South Aus­
tralia. Parents, grandparents,
Sunday School teachers and
youth leaders have responded

Habitat for Humanity's
Covenant Church program
commenced during October
with the Castle Hill, NSW,
church pledging to support the
building of a house for a disad­
vantaged family.

The Habitat for Humanity
program was commenced by
US millionaire Millard Fuller.
The program builds houses
using donated land and volun­
teer labour and then sells the
house to a needy family at cost
with no interest or profit
charges. Habitat was launched
in Australia in 1988 by Wesley
Central Mission in Sydney.

The Castle Hill church, un­
der a committee led by Doug
Allen, plans to raise $10,000 in
cash and $20,000 in building
materials to provide a house
and ongoing support for one
family. The church has already
raised $2,000 by holding a fash­
ion parade and various cake
stalls.

The committee has also ar­
ranged teams of volunteer
workers standing by so that
oncebuilding commences there
will be a team working every
Saturday on the home with the 

with pleasure but perhaps best
of all kids everywhere are say­
ing they love it.

The songs all stem from a
desire to express as honestly as
possible the way children feel
about themselves and the
circumstances they find them­
selves in, and to convey how
dearly, in all things, God loves
them.

Hopefully "Kids Every­
where" is just the beginning of
a whole new ministry to chil­
dren. To facilitate its release
Kidsmin Publications was
created, financed by the Chil­
dren and Family Life Ministry
Committee in SA and all prof­
its accruing from sales of the
book and tape will be used to
finance the publication of more
material for children; songs,
puppet scripts, stories, dramas.
The possibilities are far reach­
ing and exciting.

new home owners.
Details on the Habitat for

Humanity program can be ob­
tained from their Australian
Director, Ted Swisher, on (02)
899 4409.

Christian
Accommoda­
tion for
Disabled
Persons

In November 1988 Cross­
roads Victoria (a Christian fel­
lowship with disabled persons)
held a weekend seminar "A
Cause for Concern" focusing
on the issue of accommodation
for disabled persons.

Guest speakers and disabled
persons and their families
emphasised the great need for
and better quality of accommo­
dation and appropriate support
services in a Christian environ­
ment.

Following the seminar and
an April 1989 meeting an intcr-

"Everyone should do this
course—you learn so much."

"More Christians—espe­
cially those driving church
buses—should improve their
driving skills."

Following last year's success­
ful course, the Adventure
Committee of the Vic-Tas
Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Development has
arranged with the Christian
Autosports Club of Australia
to conduct another advanced
driving course on Saturday, 24
March 1990. It will be held at
the Winton Raceway, Benalla,
Vic. There are only 30 places
available so those interested are
advised to book immediately.

The course will be directed 

denominational task force was
formed. Work is continuing on
the preparation of a report, to
be issued late 1989, suggesting
action and response.

The next meeting of the task
force is being held at the
Counselling Centre, Burwood
Heights Uniting Church, cnr
BurwoodHighwayand Black­
burn Road, East Burwood, Vic,
on 26 November at 230 pm.

Accommodation for Dis­
abled Persons under the
Auspices of the Christian
Church, an ecumenical ap­
proach to the role of the church
in providing appropriate ac­
commodation and support 

by Graham Boak, chief driving
instructor from Jim Murcott's
Advanced Driving Centre. The
course will introduce drivers
to the unexpected, sometimes
erratic driving habits of their
fellow motorists. Skid control
and defensive driving are only
part of the program.

There will a compulsory lec­
ture on 22 March at the Canter­
bury Baptist Church. Under­
age drivers can take part pro­
vided they are accompanied by
a parent. The cost is $80.

For further information
contact Vin Waters on (03) 337
7061 or write to Advanced
Driving 90, c/o Dept MED,
Churches of Christ Centre 52
La Trobe St, Melbourne 3000.

services for people with dis­
abilities, seeks to—

° raise awareness within the
church of the need for accom­
modation in a supportive Chris­
tian environment for people
with disabilities;

• encourage and assist
churches at central and local
level to develop specific proj­
ects to meet the established
need;

• liaise with government and
other organisations related to
this area of ministry;

• compile and make avail­
able for general distribution
regular reports and plans for
future action.

Habitat for Humanity
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Shopping for Ninety

Janet Kerrlson places the orders at a warehouse

The wife of a business man­
ager may find herself asked to
do a variety of tasks. In Papua
New Guinea part of Janet
Kerrison's role is to do the
shopping—for about 90 people!
This number is made up of the
Churches of Christ missionary
personnel as well as students
at the two Churches of Christ
BibleSchoolsatMomonup (the
men's school) and Yamen (the
girls' school).

Every two weeks the MAF
plane takes off from Madang
to deliver cargo to the Churches
of Christ area. On its return the
orders for the next fortnight
are delivered to Janet and
Wayne, who then have the job
of attempting to purchase all of

ESSENDON
Church of Christ
celebrate their

75th anniversary
on 3 March 1990
Guest speaker:

Lindsay Croxford
Followed by fellowship

luncheon
All past members and

friends are invited
Inquiries: Secretary

James A. Strack
(03) 375 2950

the requested supplies. After
compiling the orders Janet goes
to several warehouses in town
to place them. Later she has to
return to the warehouses and
collect the goods. Usually there
is someone to assist with the
heavy items but it's still hot
work collecting bales of rice,
bolts of calico, boxes of batter­
ies, cartons of insect spray and
so on.

Prior to "plane da/' the cargo
has to be labelled, weighed and
sometimes repacked. There is a
load limit of approximately 400
kg for the small Missionary
Aviation Fellowship planeand
usually some of this is taken up
by passengers. So it is impor­
tant to ensure that the goods
are weighed accurately.
"What's your weight?" is the
question asked of those wish­
ing to move from one place to
another by plane. That is not
the time to say what you wish
you weighed! An honest an­
swer is required, which should
include the weight of your
luggage.

What a relief to load allof the
cargo onto the plane to be de­
livered to the various places!
Yet Wayne does it with the
knowledge that more orders
will arrive when the plane re­
turns. It's no easy task shop­
ping for 90 in Papua New
Guinea. —JT

Brocklesby Guest
Home

(Ladies Only)
Vacancies

over the Christmas—New
Year period

(also throughout the year)
Relaxed, happy, caring

atmosphere.
Good meals.

Moderate tariff.
Write to

69 Albert Hill Road
Lilydale 3140

Phone (03) 735 1710

Church of Christ

now meets in
Parklands Drive

8.55 am
Worship and Communion

6.30 pm
Gospel Celebration

Minister: Noel Newton
(075) 94 6154, 94 6633

31 4353(AH)
... ■ ■ rz

Hey, Christian Single’
Interested in a Gold Coast holiday with

other Christian adults (23+)?
X.... I i-.-X ©©L©

6-13 or 14-21 January
$220 for seven nights shared accommodation and eight days of fully

catered meals at the National Fitness Camp, Burleigh Heads, Queensland.
250 Christian singles In the holday capital of Australia. Lighted tennis

courts, squash courts, full gym facilities, lighted swimming pool...and all at
a beach front facility.

Resort quality dining, including ’plg-on-a-spif and ‘lormal banquet night'.
Sightseeing in the day...bonllres on the beach at night. Good biblical

preaching...great Christian fellowship. Delinitoly a holiday with a dillerenco.
Speaker: Rev. Bill Foster

Camp Counsellor: Dr James Ridgway
Applications: Camp Solo, Daphne Foster, 13 Servants Street, Sunshine

3020
Phone (03) 311 6154

TemiSc Osiy Touar
Holy Land and Oberammergau 1990 visiting

Israel, Jordan, Oberammergau (Passion
Play), Greece, Austria, Switzerland, France,

United Kingdom

Terrific price:
$5,350 (subject to
air-fair increases)

including accommo­
dation, tours, bed
and breakfast and
all dinners except

the last four dinners
in London.

Departing date: 20 June 1990
Terrific tour leaders: Hoel and Tricia Newton,

Senior Minister Southport Church of Christ,
and Clem and Olive Clack, who have travelled

to Israel 27 times.
Enquiries: Noel and Tricia Newton

23 Harran Street, Bellevue Park 4215,
Phone (075) 31 4353
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Africa Boy nd

The 23 January 1990 prom­
ises to be an exciting day for
Melinda Wesleyassheflysout
to spend 12 months in Zim­
babwe. There she will again
undertake year 12at secondary

RSCM ANNUAL SUMMER
SCHOOL OF CHURCH
MUSIC
ADELAIDE
1-7 January 1990

Provides a core of choral
music for performance at daily

services and a final Festival
Service

Course Music Director:
Martin How RSCM
Commissioner UK
Director of Youth Course:
John Nickson Queensland
Conservatorium
Director of Junior Course:
Michael Deasey St Andrew’s
Cathedral, Sydney

Large choice of tutorials and
workshops

Residential Also adult
Juniors 8-14 non-
Youth 14-18 residential
Adults

Applications to Mr Stewart
Perkins, Registrar, RSCM
Summer School, 3/21 Angus
Avenue, Edwardstown 5039
Phone (03) 293 4714

Closing date:
Friday, 1 December 1989

Assisted by The British
Council and the South

Australian Youth Arts Board

school. Melinda, 18, is the eld­
est daughter of Don and June
Wesley of Frankston, Vic,
where Don is involved in a team
ministry. Melinda is actively
involved in the youth group
and enjoys regular worship,
something she hopes to main­
tain in Zimbabwe.

The Seaford Rotary Club
selected her to represent Aus­
tralia as an exchange student,
along with 34 others from the
South East region of Victoria.

Having spent five happy
years of her childhood on
Aboriginal missions in WA
Melinda has developed the
desire to work amongst the
third world people in some
capacity in the future. How­
ever her immediate ambition is
to train for the police force after
her year away.

Bill and Ria Keddie, mis­
sionaries in Zimbabwe, have
written to Melinda to enlighten
her on the practical aspects to
help prepare her for life in
Zimbabwe.

CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
ASSOCIATION

VICTORIA
ANNUAL MEETING

Tuesday, 28 November
Surrey Hills/Wattle Park

Church of Christ
1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills

Special Guest:
Barbara Liddle

from Crossroads

Parkdale
Homecoming

Sunday,
26 November

10.15 am
Speaker:

B. Waldron
Luncheon Following

Enquiries
(03) 580 6224

Response from Mirs Jean
Penman
Clive Ward, Vic-Tas Confer­
ence Secretary, recently wrote
to Mrs Jean Penman and her
family sympathising with heron
the recent death ofherhusband
Archbishop David Penman.
The following is an edited ver­
sion of her reply:

The family and I deeply
appreciate your message of
sympathy. We havebeen beau­
tifully supported in prayer by
loving and caring friends
throughout the 10 weeks of
David's illness and since his
death on 1 October 1989.

Such a loss brings to us all
great sorrow and grief. Our
years in missionary service
taught me well that there is

nothing to be gained from
questioning God's wisdom.
Every precious memory, often
spurred by your tributes to
David's ministry, whilst leav­
ing me vulnerable to feel pain,
also deepens awareness of
God's loving presence and
peace. Sorrow turns to thanks­
giving for every part of the 30
years we shared together.

Please pray for this great
Diocese during this sad, reflec­
tive time, and especially for
those responsible for selecting
a new Archbishop.

With my gratitude and love
Jean Penman

(Bishopscourt,
East Melbourne)

GSynthea in Breland
Glynthea Finger is currently
studying at the Irish Schoo! of
Ecumenics in Dublin. She
wrote to us about another mat­
ter and also included some
details of her current studies:

The Irish School of Ecu­
menics is very worthwhile. The
studies and dialogues taking
place are quite a challenge. At
present I am doing field work
with the Greek Orthodox
church in Dublin. As you can
imagine this is very stimulat­
ing and thought provoking.

The students in my class,
Ecumenics as against the other
class, Peace Studies, come from
a variety of places/cultures—
New Zealand, West Germany,
Taiwan, Cameroon, England 

and North and South Ireland.
We make for interesting and
lively discussion/debate.

After New Year we spend a
week in Belfast involved with
the Inter Faith Communities
working for peace and healing.
"TheTroubles" are continually
being manifested. No TV news
passes without something
having been done—e.g. bomb­
ing, shooting, disruption on the
Belfast-Dublin rail line—or
something being said—e.g. a
bishop (Catholic or Protestant)
at a funeral or at a seminar of
some kind or another.

Having West Germans in our
groups provides an interesting
backdrop to the East German
exodus and inner struggles as
well.

\_Jl--i'u—J'—*1—J CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

Christian Fellowship in a Family Atmosphere
We offer you guest house style accommodation from as low as $42 a day, home­
style cooking. Relax in the mountain playground of Marysville. Expenence the
comfort of our fully renovated, fire-proof guest bouse, including spa. Student and
pensioner concessions available.

Phone or wnte to us: CHR|ST|AN COMMUNITY

El Kanan Buxton Rd., Marysville, 3779. (059) 63 3229
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Temperance Now

The Australasian Drug
Council—Promoting an Alco­
hol-Free Life Style, formerly
known as The Australian and
South Pacific Temperance
Council, held its 1989 annual
conference 9-12 September.
Delegates came from all main­
land states and New Zealand
and a representative from the
NSW Woman's Christian
TemperanceUnionand Ansvar
Insurance Company.

That word "temperance"! It
has various connotations:
moderation in all things, self­
control, total abstinence, pro­
hibition. It was because of pro­
longed consideration of the
negative attitudes towards the
temperance movement that the
name of the Council was
changed this year.

Western Australia with its
Zero is Safe campaign and its
Alcohol Awareness Week;
South Australia with Bill and
Lorraine Miell's caravan tak­
ing the challenge into shopping
centres, schools and shows;
Victoria with its radio spots and
its 21 Be There proposal; NSW
with its school essay competi­
tion on "Alcohol and Our
Generation" and its submis­
sions to State and Federal par­
liaments; Queensland with its
Drug-Arm Education and Wel­
fare programs; New Zealand
with its success in retaining
Sunday closing of bars and
bottle shops; the WCTLI's es­

tablishment of its work in Dar­
win indicates that the Temper­
ance Movement is alive.

The Australasian Drug
Council has set itself to work
for the reduction of alcohol
consumption by 25% by the
year 2000 in accordance with
the World Health Organi­
zation's goal. It is also to set up
an electronic and print media
resource centre. It called upon
the Federal Government to
impose a levy on the sale of all
alcoholic drinks, proportional
to the alcoholic content, pro­
ceeds to be used for rehabilita­
tion or research.

The ADC believes that,
whereas there is a significant
decline in many church mem­
bers' commitment to voluntary
total abstinence, there is a grow­
ing concern in the general
community about the devas­
tating effect of the misuse of
alcohol.

Seventh Day Adventists, the
Salvation Army and the
Wesleyan Methodist Church
are said tobetheonlyChristian
communions with a commit­
ment to voluntary total absti­
nence. Churches of Christ,
though tacitly, used to be like
them.

—F.B. Alcorn

Bruce Alcorn, minister at North-
cote, Vic, was one of three
Victorian delegates to the Aus­
tralasian Drug Council.

GUARANTEED USED CARS

Helen
658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to “trade in" let TED
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long

experience in the trade
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW-TELL YOUR FRIENDS LMCT4376

Churchill Co-operating

The Bishop of Gippsland, Colin Sheumack, Greg Strack
and the candidates for baptism or confirmation

Recently the Co-operating
Churches in Churchill, Vic,
had a "Service of Baptism and
the Reaffirmation of Baptism
Called Confirmation". The
church is a co-operative ven­
ture of Churches of Christ and
the Anglican and Uniting
Churches.

The day began at 8 am at the
Morwell Church of Christ
when the chapel was filled with
Churchill members, friends
and families of the four who
were baptised by immersion
by minister, Greg Strack

The service continued at 9.20
am, and 11 km away in the

Churchill chapel, when the
Bishop of Gippsland, Colin
Sheumack, was the guest and
speaker. He also shared with
the minister and senior mem­
bers of the congregation in re­
ceiving the confessions of faith,
the presentation and promises
and then the welcome into fel­
lowship of the four Anglican,
four Uniting Church and four
Church of Christ candidates.

The blending of the different
traditions of the Co-operating
Churches on this special occa­
sion was moving, inspiring and
acceptable to all.

—Doreen Strack

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood . - *
Church of Christ. fcCii
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

FOR NEW HOLDEN & HONDA
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

Claridge Holden & Honda
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 2721600 A.H. (08) 278 4515
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Mornington CWF Choir

Women’s Camp
65 women from Melbourne,

Warragul and Wangaratta
churches shared in a tremen­
dous weekend for the Vic-Tas
CWF camp at Monbulk. Pam
Bowers, minister for adult ac­
tivities at the Frankston, Vic,
church, was study leader using
Dorothy Quantrelle's theme
"Go Forward in Prayer and
Service."

On Saturday evening camp­
ers enjoyed a smorgasbord with
Chris Sharpe, Richmond, en­
tertaining in musical comedy
between courses. The highlight
was the closing worship when
Chris mimed a portrayal of
Moses. State President,
Dorothy Quantrelle, led the
early morning communion
service on Sunday.

—Jan Hutton

CP’s Bear
Christian Projects has a new

addition to its product line—
the CP bear. The plush teddy
bear is available through CP
agents in churches or through
the product hotline of 008 242
904 (STD free) for S32. Other
gifts available through Chris­
tian Projects include childrens
videotapes: the Hanna-
Barbera's Adventure Stories
from the Bible (available in
bookor video form), Children's
heroes of the Bible (a 13 pro­
gram collection of stories from
both the Old and New Testa­
ments) and the Jungle Doctor
series. For adults CP offers the
Bible on audio cassette.

Shopping through Christian
Projects means that the profits
are used to fund leadership
development projects in
Churches of Christ. Further in­
formation is available from
Marilyn Smith, PO Box 140,
Carlingford 2118. Phone (02)
872 2825.

Mornington CWF
66 men and women enjoyed

a social afternoon on 25 Octo­
ber when the Mornington, Vic,
CWFcelebrated their first birth­
day in the Moorooduc Hall.
Jean Preston, President, wel­
comed visitors from the Morn­
ington, Mt Eliza and Somer­
ville churches, Chelsea, Frank­

ston, Glen Waverley, Montrose
(Fellowship Link) and Tootga-
rook CWFs and the CWF
Executive. Marjorie Watson
led worship and choral items
were sung by the Mornington
CWF choir. Joan Pye, of the
CWF Resource and Develop­
ment Committee, organised a
social program .Senior member
Phyl Young cutt the cake.

—Margaret Hone

Rehabilitation
Churches of Christ minister

Allan Maleclaims a world first
in a new scheme for rehabilitat­
ing prisoners which is to begin
in Queensland this month.
Allan, founder of the Shaftes­
bury Citizenship Centre at
Burpengary, just north of Bris­
bane, said about 20 prisoners
from around Brisbane will be
released about three months
beforetheendoftheirsentences
to take part in a government
approved scheme run at the
Centre to reorient them back
into society.

Their time on campus will
include work, recreation and
classes in English, maths, goal
setting, public speaking, budg­
eting and other living skills.
"They will leave us with
money, a driving licence and a
reference, " Allan said. "It is
time churches took responsi­
bility forhelpingprisonersback
into society. You have to invest
dignity into those who have
lost it in the no-man's land of
prison."

—Brisbane Courier-Mail

Country Day
Recently the Vic-Tas CWF

held the first of a series of
Regional Country Fellowship
Days, which was hosted by the

Shepparton lad ies. The concept
of these days was introduced
through the discussions on Ian
Tippett's report on CWF. The
guest speaker was CWF Con­
ference President Dorothy
Quantrelle, who led morning
and afternoon workshops on
"Leadership".

Margaret McLeod, Country
Representative, gave the clos­
ing devotions after a day of
worship, learning, fun and fel­
lowship. Further Country Fel­
lowship Days are being held at
Ballarat (15 November),
Bendigo (16 November) and
Warmambool (29 November).

—Margaret McLeod

Ecumenical Move
The Australian Catholic

Bishops' Conference and the
Australian Council of
Churches are to receive a re­
port next year that points to­
wards the formation of a more
comprehensive national ecu­
menical body.

Representatives of both
groups met in Sydney, 3^1
November, to discuss the na­
ture of the church and outline
the objectives for such a body.
Further work will be needed
before either body could be
asked to decide on a specific
proposal. The interim report

----------- ----- ----------"i

will be finalised in February.
The ACC, formed in 1946,

has 13 member churches. The
Catholic Church has had ob­
server status since 1965.

Talent Endeavour
In an all-out endeavour to

wipe out the debt for the erec­
tion of the church foyer, the
Launceston, Tas, church have
embarked on a 12-month
"Talent Endeavour". Members
were issued with S10 trading
capital and many and varied
are the ways in which young
and old are profitably exercis­
ing their talents.

One member is busy cutting
and supplying firewood. Four
ladies held a musical evening
that raised S300. Young people
are cleaning cars, and the
CWAF is holdinga marketday.
Orders are coming in from far
and wide for pavlovas, banana
cakes, scissors sharpening,
baby budgies, leatherwork,
patchwork and other
handcrafts. The endeavour is
revealing unsuspected talents
among the members.

—P. Harrison

Tas CWF Camp
50 ladies, aged 16-86, from

many parts of Tasmania, at­
tended the annual CWF Camp
at Camp Seaview, Bicheno.
Among the campers there were
families represented by moth­
ersand daughters (and daugh­
ters-in-law) and there was one
family of threegenerations (see
below).

Naomi Neville and Shirley
Cooke had oversight of the
camp. Ruth Edge led the
studies. Dorothy Quantrelle,
Vic-Tas CWF President, con­
ducted the early morning
communion sendee held out­
doors. —Lilly Johnson

Julie Orr (daughter), Mavis Vickers (mother) and Alison
Orr (granddaughter) at the Tasmanian CWF camp
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Letters to th idJiifior
Letters are limited to 200

words

Sin against the Holy
Spirit

To the Editor,
As theletterofJ. Olsen ("AC"

21 October) seems to suggest
that the article by Debby Wyl-
lie ("AC" 7 October) may be
blasphemy against the Holy
Spirit it seems to be considered
that since it is blasphemy to
attribute to Satan the work the
Holy Spirit initiates it is also
blasphemy to attribute to the
Holy Spirit those works which
by their divergence from the
teachings of Jesus and the
apostlesobviouslyaretheideas
of the Devil to deceive as it
were "the very elect"! We need
the spiritual gift of discernment
to know that which is of God
much more than we need the
gift of tongues.

—E.A. Barton
(Port Lincoln, SA)

Leaping Back to the
Future

To the Editor,
Regrettably, we have all

witnessed potentially good
communion addresses that
have self-destructed after the
first sentence. So too does Brian
Phelp's comment ("Leaping
Back to the Future, "AC" 7 Oc­
tober).

It is a 'leap" in logic to con­
clude, as Brian does, that sug­
gesting the use of "good"
communication techniques by
persons presiding at the Lord's
Table somehow diminishes the
intrinsic theological import of
the Lord's Supper. I must also
point out that the alternative to
using "good" communication
techniques is to use "bad" ones.
I would always opt for the for­
mer.

Brian seemsantagonised that
I suggest "good" communica­
tion techniques to convey the
Gospel. Dare I remind him that
Jesus employed such rhetori­
cal devices as parable, diatribe
and symbolism to convey his
message?

Brian is perplexed that I al­
lude to "the rhetoric of dress"
as a communication reality.
That he necessarily equates this
with "sombre, self-effacing 

attire" is another significant
"leap" to an inaccurate conclu­
sion. It is a fact of life that "we
can never not communicate"
and the clothing we wear when
presiding does make a state­
ment about the importance we
place on what we are doing at
the Lord's Table.

I was encouraged to note
Brian's concurring that prepa­
ration of the communion ad­
dress is necessary.

—Garry Harris
(Melbourne, Vic)

The Nature of Scripture
To the Editor,

Michael Hannah is quite
right ("AC" 22 July). Recent
letters on the role of women in
the church have raised the
question of the nature of Scrip­
ture. The problem is that what
Scripture is has been a matter
of debate in the church for
centuries.

For some the Scripture is the
infallible Word of God, but
infallibilists are not agreed
among themselves as to what
infallibility means.

For many the Scripture is the
inspired Word of God, but in-
spirationists do not agree
among themselves as to
wherein inspiration lies.

I do not say that we should
choose among various Scrip­
tures; I say that we do in fact
choose. The question then be­
comes one of what constitutes
"responsible exegesis of all
relevant passages...against a
wider Biblical theology". One,
it is we who construct that
wider theology. Two, if I can­
not make 1 Timothy 2:11-15 fit
with Galatians 3:28 into a
"coherent view of God's will
for women and men in [the]
church", I have to make a
choice. And in making a choice
for Galatians 3:28,1 prefer that
some writer of Scripture did
no t agree with Paul, or that Paul
was not always at his best, than
that God had conflicting stan­
dards.

—Ronald Graham
(Johnston, Iowa, USA)

Presiding
To the Editor,

May I speak for the untrai ned
struggling presidents. After 

readingGarryHarris'comment
("AC" 19 August) I am now
aware of what I should or
should not be doing and say­
ing as I go about this task.

1 was unaware that our little
mannerisms had no place at
the Lord's Table.

The two supporting letters
(A. Augustine (7 October) and
H. Norris (23 September)) tell
us that we must not digress one
iota from the significanceof the
Lord's Table itself.

To me the Lord's Table is a
sharing experience. What is
wrong with sharing a mean­
ingful experience that we have
had with our fellow members
as long as it serves as an inspi­
ration and direction to partake
of the supper in a proper and
worthy manner? We are not
robots. Why always put for­
ward other peoples thoughts?
Remember the hymn, "I've
something in my heart that
Jesus gave to me"—why not
share it! We are not giving mini­
sermons, we are simply shar­

ing our Christian love, and
what better place to do it than
at the Lord's Table.

As for the tie, I never wear
one. I always thought God was
more interested in what lay a
few inches behind it.

—Mervyn Hopgood
(Milang, SA)

YWAM
To the Editor,

Despite Barry Jenkins's ex­
perience ("AC" 21 September),
YWAM has an overt political
agenda.

Like other Pentecostal
American-based para-church
groups it is a self-perpetuating
organisation without accounta­
bility to a church conference,
assembly or synod.

Loren Cunningham, founder
of YWAM, has been active in
ensuring the political align­
ment of YWAM with particu­
lar political parties in the USA.

Basing its policy on the "re­
constructionist" (the belief that
society should be reconstructed

Liters Wrfes
Relevance

To the Editor
I'm afraid I got quite mad with the smart character on a TV

panel show the other night. Without quoting any figures, he
asserted, "Of course people are staying a way from church in their
droves these days. They don't find it relevant any more!"

Well, first of all, he hasn't been to our church. We're full every
Sunday. But the relevant bit got me! Not relevant any more? Has
the world changed that much?

The papers still record violence and rape and incest and family
breakup. The church's Bible certainly has a lot to say about that.

Poverty, racism and discrimination are still round. Thechurch's
message is certainly about justice for the deprived.

More than ever we hear about stress and pressure and break­
down and the drop outs from the rat race. I always had the idea
that the church's message of salvation was about being saved
from the hell of this sort of thing as well as hell hereafter.

Maybe some of these sophisticated modems think that 20th
century society is too different from the church's Bible. That's
strange because on Sundays I still hear the Bible warning us
against putting mammon before God, and talking about materi­
alists trying to squeeze through the eye of a needle and laying up
treasure in the wrong places. That all sounds quite modern to me!

And everyone's got to die sometime. The church has plenty to
say about that. And it must be relevant because when it happens
nearly everyone wants to come to church for a religious send-off.

It seems to me that the church is too relevant for a lot of people.
That s why they are staying away in droves. They can't hack it!

—Tertius
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to conform to the laws of the
Old Testament) writings of Dr
Worth, YWAM is both political
and evangelical.

It is YWAM: which belongs
to a furtive coalition (the Ana­
tole Fellowship) attempting to
take over the USA Republican
Party; which supports a group
(COR) aiming to "unite politi­
cally active fundamentalists";
which has supported the tyr­
anny of Guatemalan dictator
General Rios Montt; which has
been involved in the supply of
military uniforms for the Con­
tras in Honduras; which is
curiously related to the South
African-backed guerilla force,
RENAMO, in Mozambique.

It was Carolyn Sundseth, of
YWAM, who was President
Reagan's White House liaison
with the Christian political
right.

Sorry Barry, all the evidence
is against you!

—Alan Matheson
(Melbourne, Vic)

“The Man Upstairs”
To Tertius,

I love your letters but don't
you think that those who refer
to our Lord as "The Man Up­
stairs" are to be pitied? They
must have a limited acquain­
tance with our Lord and are
unable to "worship his maj­
esty". Do read Acts 1:9-11 and
7:56, Hebrews9:24-27and 4:10,
and 14 and other places which
affirm that although the Father
and the Son are with us con­
stantly through the ministry of
the indwelling Spirit in his
person, Jesus is at God's right
hand. The heavens are his
throne and the earth is his foot­
stool; until he returns in power
and great glory.

—E.A. Barton
(Port Lincoln, SA)

Published Material
Grieves

To the Editor,
It grieves me very much

because of what is published in
The Australian Christian.

Ted Keating ("AC" 19 Au­
gust) says: "We can afford to be
eclectic" choosing from vari­
ous systems, not exclusive. He
also says: "We live in an ecu­
menical age." Don't you know 

that Christianity is exclusive?
That ecumenism's goal is Lu-
ciferic One World Religion?

Ted Keating also says that
we can learn from charismatics.
Do you accept Jim Bakker and
his ilk? I was asked in a Pente­
costal Church to read Madam
Blavatski's books. This is a Sa­
tanic "bible".

On the same page Bruce
McIntosh says that Aboriginal
spirituality "has so much to
contribute to us". Don't you
know that their spirituality is
pagan? Are we to learn from
pagans?

Carol Caulton ("AC" 2 Sep­
tember) talks about liturgical
dancing. What have you to
dance about? (See James
4:7-10).

In the "Cultic Connection"
("AC" 23 September) Adrian
van Leen writes that one of the
"cults" dismissed Chuck Lucas
for "recurring sins in his life".
Is that wrong? Paul recom­
mends the same action.

The Christian church is
drowning in freemasonry,
ecumenism, charismatic danc­
ing, apostacy, but I've yet to
hear a preacher condemning
same from the pulpit.

"Faith comes by hearing."
How will they hearifyou don't
teach?

—Joseph Troy
(Rockingham, WA)

Leadership Styles
To the Editor,

Barry Jenkins' letter on sub­
mission ("AC" 4 November)
dismisses three basic methods
of leadership as inappropriate
to the church situation. That is
autocratic, democratic and lais-
sez faire (free reign).

Autocratic leadership in cer­
tain situations will be effective
and successful when the demo­
cratic or free reign approaches
would fail.

Democraticleadership under
the right conditions will give
better results than any other
method.

Free reign leadership also
under the right conditions will
produce more successful re­
sults than either of the other
methods, and this is true de­
spite the fact that it is often
written off as ineffective.

A successful leader can use
all three approaches. Heorders
(autocratic) on one phase of the
problem; he consults (demo­
cratic method) on another
phase; and he suggests an ob­
jective (free reign) in planning
for similar problems.

The skill of leadership lies
largely in knowing when to use
which method. Your problem
then is to leam to vary tech­
niques to fit the changing con­
ditions and people you meet in
your work.

The skill with which you
apply the three basic tools of
leadership, autocratic, demo­
cratic and free reign techniques,
determines your personal suc­
cess as a leader. The respect
will follow.

—Graham Thomas
(Croydon, Vic)

Christian Endeavour
To the Editor,

Churches of Christ were the
first to introduce Christian
Endeavour to Australia (Gee­
long 1883). Are they to be the
first to abolish it?

Christian Endeavour has
been a training ground for lead­
ership and ministry through­
out this land and beyond its
shores.

Among its many facets of
evangelism and mission, its
focus on commitment of self
and substance has a proven
record.

Its emphasis oncommitment
to your own church in faithful
attendance, givingby tithesand
offerings, daily prayer and
Bible reading are surely not
outdated.

Ministers and elders, think
carefully before you dismiss CE
from your church program.
Perhaps what you need to do is
expand it through all grades
and encourage its leaders.

•—Dorothy Elliot
(Jannali, NSW)

Psychology and
Christianity

To the Editor,
The news item ("AC" 21

October) on Jay Adams at
Kenmore deserves some com­
ment. This report stated: 'The
basic presuppositions of psy­
chology and Christianity are 

incompatible." This isa sweep­
ing statement and very mis­
leading. Psychology can be
described as the study of men­
tal life, and the only presuppo­
sitions are the ones each indi­
vidual brings.

I am a Christian and a psy­
chologist. There are thousands
of Christian psychologists. This
study covers an enormous area
of human knowledge and in­
quiry such as perception, child
development, educational the­
ory and practice, counselling,
society, individual differences,
mental and physical handicap,
testing, humancommunication
etc. All have taught me some­
thing about the human condi­
tion.

Lecturers in our theological
colleges should encourage stu­
dents to seek truth in this very
significant area of inquiry and
integrate it into a full under­
standing of human life.

There are some psychologists
who are anti-religion, and some
theories are very materialistic,
but surely anyone capable of
tertiary study has to be able to
sort the wheat from the chaff.

Dr Francis McNabb of the
Cairnmiller Institute, Mel­
bourne, is one example of a
Christian psychologist who has
a teaching and counselling
institute which thoroughly in­
tegrates theChristian faith with
psychology. I could also point
to my mate Kevin Harvey.

—Alan Cant
(Bindoon, WA)

[Edited to fit 200 word limit on
Letters to the Editor]

Doctrine of the Holy
Spirit

To the Editor,
The "Doctrine of the Holy :

Spirit" being the common de- !
nominator of the tongues |
movement requires that Chris­
tians study it to see whether it i
agrees with Scriptural author- i
ity. Someone's "discussion of :
heresy, I believe, or I don't dare :
offend my brethren" is not the

I Christian's authority.
Paul dares suggest that lead­

ers teaching another gospel are
servants of Satan and Paul
demonstrates that the truth is
worth fighting for (2 Corinthi­
ans 11:3,4; 2 Corinthians
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11:13-15; Ephesians 4:14).

Acts 8:14-17 is the only re­
corded story where the Spirit
hadn't come upon the people
at the time of conversion. A
study o f the historical principle
of Bible interpretation shows
the delay was in order to con­
vince Peter and John that God
accepted theSamaritans (verse
17).

Christians will be ablaze,
invincible, turning the world
upside down when they allow
the Holy Spirit which has ind­
welt and sealed them to "con­
trol" them. The NewTestament
word "fill" means "control".

Lastly, when my Christian
friends' "tongues speaking"
doesn't marry up with or come
even close to Scriptural prin­
ciples and practices then I will
fight its being taught within
Churches of Christ, a fight not
exclusive to any unscriptural
doctrine being taught as a nec­
essary step after salvation.

—Debby Wyllie

NEW HOPE
CAN BE YOURS I
DIAL (03) 11610 I

BICHENO, TASMANIA
Seaview Camp

Units for hire
Powered sites

Group camping
Tennis court

An area of great
scenic attraction

Manager:
Phone (003) 751247

Vic-Tas Department of
Mission, Education and

Development

Have you thought of helping
’The Australian Christian"

in its ministry among
Churches of Christ?

Why not Include us In your will?
The following wording could be used in
your will:
I give end bequeath $___ (or a per­
centage of the total estate) to "The
Australian Christian”, the national
journal of Churches of Christ In Aus­
tralia, absolutely for theuseand bene­
fit of the organisation free from all
debts, funeral and testamentary ex­
penses.

f Visiting Canberra?
I Stay with a Church Family
i A number of Canberra church families offer

accommodation in their homes at basic bed ana
breakfast rates to help raise funds for
“Home Mission” extensions in the ACT

D

0

Barbara Kennedy
6 Sharp Place,
Melba 2615
Phone (062)58 1360

If you would like to enjoy friendly "one of the family
hospitality in Canberra write for particulars to:

Pat and Warwick Wright
28 Kidston Crescent,
Curtin 2605
Phone (062)81 3088

Advance bookings appreciated

D
D
D
0
0
B
D
D
0
0

J

Enjoy God's Creation
in the peaceful
surroundings of

FERN VALLEY
GUEST HOUSE

Balook
Comfortable accommoda­

tion, home cooking,
open log fires

Your hosts: Des, Prue
and Aileen Davidson
Phone(051) 96 6141
Grand Ridge Road

Balook 3971

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Hostel Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Waiting List Now Open

SWAMST0M STREET
CHURCH OF CHRBST

Melbourne
(cnr Swansicm Sr

Littie Lonsdale Streets)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m. Worship & Communion

Services
7.00 p.m. Gospel Celebration

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

KNEELER DESIGN PTY LTD /~7
ARCHITECTURE rfe BJO

PLANNING I?
INTERIORS < 'W

LANDSCAPE

CURRENT PROJECT?
MAJOR ADDITIONS & ALTERATIONS

TO GLEN WAVERLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

TELEPHONE (03) 481 2293 OR 391 5598
234-236 DOUGLAS PDE

NEWPORT, VIC 3015

Les Lawlor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—"white ants"—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests in fact
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636
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Homeless Youth
In the latest Zadok paper, John Harris discusses the tragic level

of homelessness among Australia's children and young people.
Our Homeless Children, the report of the National Inquiry into

Homeless Children, provides staggering proof of a desperate
situation—the large number of young Australians who are
homeless, disillusioned and damaged, and who despair of any
future. How to care for these children and young people is an
urgent and extremely important challenge to the Australian
community.

John Harris's paper gives the facts, culled from the report and
other sources, and then stresses the Biblical teaching that God
demands that Christians respond with both compassion and
justice. After analysing some of the underlying causes of child
homelessness, the paper offers a Christian's thoughts on prevent­
ing homelessness and despair. Prevention is a difficult and
complex challenge, but there is also the need for immediate
response. We can do much more to answer the physical needs of
the homeless but only the Christ they see in us can give them
hope.

Homeless YouthtThe Facts and a Christian's Response, Zadok
Series 1 Paper, S43, is available from the Zadok Institute for
Christianity and Society, Blackall St, Barton 2600, phone (062)
73 1634 for $2 plus 80c postage.

®@©fcs
My Advent
Story & Activity Book
By Gordon and Charlotte Stowell (Word Publishing)
$13.90

In recent years the custom of an Advent calendar with an
addition each day until Christmas Day has become more preva­
lent in Australia. This Advent calendar/activities book is de­
signed foryoung children and has an attractive cover and stickers
(which are reusable). Each day there is either a puzzle or a picture
to draw and a story that fills out the Christmas story for young­
sters. It is suitable for young children, although they may need
help with one or two of the puzzles. The price seemed a little high
for this type of material but for once it does not have Santa Claus
and other extraneous Christmas stories introduced.

—CRA

With One Accord
The Beginning of an Aussie Awakening .
Executive Editor Anne Nanscawen, contributing
editors Mai Garvin & Richard Palmer
(Anzea Publishers) $9.95

50,000 Christians gathered in 1988 to pray before the opening

U/OHU bookstore
Books • Bibles • Records • Cassettes • Music • Gifts

Discount Prices. Mall & Phone orders welcome, Credit cards accepted.

Christian Video Library
Movies lor Youth, Children, General audiences. Studies by top speakers.

------------ - 11-21 Cinlertury Rd.
aM>Hui^»Bdll1>RM4.f>^04k>elBR.WcW4^SU4 

2422 ligin Rd. tlghl MiH Hltal. Old. 3418500
I
I DILimSC.
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of the new Parliament House. With
One Accord is the story of how the
National Prayer Gathering came
into being once many realised that
there may not be any prayer for the
establishment of the new Parlia­
ment. This is the story of various
streams of concern that merged to
form the gathering. The story is
told of the way people came to
make the decision to attend in
Canberra, details the events of the
weekend it self and asks some pene­
trating questions about the media
coverage they received.

The second part of the book con­
tains some of the addresses made
to the vigils the night before Parlia­
ment was opened. The participants

came from a variety of Christian traditions. Their addresses raise
a variety of concerns that Christians in Australia face and should
be read by all in the church.

This book would be of interest to anyone who participated in
the National Prayer Gathering. Others would be interested in the
organisation and exactly what happened over the weekend. The
real benefit of thebookin my viewis that of the various addresses
to the vigil.

One small quibble I had on reading the book was that on page
58 the President of Churches of Christ was named as George
Watts. The Federal Conference President at the time was George
Powell.

—CRA

The Church in the Bible and the World
An International Study
edited by D.A. Carson (The
Paternoster Press/Baker Book
House)

This is the second volume pro­
duced by the Faith and Church study
unit established by the World Evan­
gelical Fellowship.

Thefirst, Biblical Interpretation and
the Church:Text and Context, at­
tempted to probe some of the her­
meneutical problems relevant to
understanding the nature, scope and
mission of the church in various
cultures. The members of the study
unit then decided that it might be
wise to put some of that study to use
in a second volume that would try

to formulate some biblically informed and hermeneutically sen­
sitive statements on the doctrine of the church. This book is the
result.

The essay topics in this volume are: The Biblical Theology of the
Church; The Church as a Heavenly and Eschatological Entity
(written by P.T. O'Brien from Moore Theological College, Syd­
ney); Worship in the New Testament Church; Ministry in the
New Testament; Church and Mission: Reflections on Contextu-
alization and the Third Horizon; Syncretism, Secularism and
Renewal and The Church and Persecution.

These are fairly academic essays on the church's identity and
mission taken from different social contexts.

—CRA

THECHUDCH "
IN THE BIBLE

AND THE WORLD
EditcdLy
D.A.Caraoti 
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Happenings
Two Christian broadcast­
ers, Rhema and CBA, are
among 44 organisations
interested in bidding for 36
ultra-high frequency televi­
sion chan nels being offered
currently in New Zealand.

Religious freedoms in
Mozambique have been
restored, according to US
relief agencies working in
the country. Churches in
the Marxist country are
full and operating with­
out Government interfer­
ence.

Pastors who have fled from
East Germany will not be
given jobs automatically by
the Evangelical Church
(Lutheran) in West Ger­
many, church leaders have
stated. Only pastors who
have been officially re­
leased by their home
churches will be employed.

courses In Singapore.
Details from Susan San­
dra), OMF Candidates
Secretary, PO Box 849,
Epping 2121. Phone (02)
868 4777.

Asia has 58.6% of the
world's population, but only
4% are Christian. Less than
23% of the world's mission­
aries are in Asia.

Australia's birth rate Is
now 12% below the long­
term replacement rate,
according to the Austra­
lian Bureau of Statistics.
The number of births per
woman is nowhalf of what
it was in the late 1950s.

The Venezuelan Govern­
ment has ceased granting
visas to most evangelical
missionaries seeking per­
mits to enter the country,
reports the Evangelical
Council of Venezuala. At­

Churches in Australia
have set aside 3 Decem­
ber as AIDS Sunday. It
follows closely after
World AIDS Day on 1
December.

In rural Costa Rica, 50% of
families are landless, while
export cattle ranches oc­
cupy 54% of productive
land.

According to 1988-89
enrolment figures for
Christian Church (Dis­
ciples of Christ) seminar­
ies and divinity houses
40% of MDIv students are
women. Of the 927 stu­
dents there were 39
blacks, 2 native Ameri­
cans, 3 Aslans and 3 His­
panics.

The administrative commit­
tee of the World Conven­
tion of ChurchesofChristto
be held in 1992 at Long

tai stability, recent studies
show that Americans who
live together before mar­
riage separate and divorce
much more frequently than
do traditional couples. The
study found that within a
decade of their wedding
38% of those who had lived
together had split up, sig­
nificantly more than the 27%
of those who got married
before living together.

A government report has
predicted that a possible
300,000-485,000 Ameri­
cans will be diagnosed
with AIDS by the end of
1991.

To celebrate the 20th anni­
versary of the Robert Schul­
ler Institute for Successful
Church leadership the next
seminar, 24-27 January
1990, will be free. Tuition
costs have been dropped
for the special event. The

tratlve functions with
regard to several smalle?
Hungarian denomlna.
tions on behalf of the
State Office for Church
Affairs. Last April, the
Adventistswithdrewfrom
the Council,andtheState
Office was abolished.

Mount Zion, a regional
Baptist association in the
US state of Kentucky, has
withdrawn fellowship from
a congregation, First Bap-
tist of Corbin, because it
ordained two women as
deacons.

In South Australia the
Anglican Church Is so
concerned peoplearenot
eating properly it has
opened a special restau­
rant where people can
cook and eat their own
meals for $2. The Low
Way cafe at Elizabeth was
officially opened on 2

Over 3,000 new congre­
gations were registered
in the USSR last year,
according to figures re­
leased recently by the
Council for Religious
Affairs. Yuri Kristorad-
nov, the chairman of the
Council, said that the
increase in registrations
was not due to an out­
burst of religiosity. He
claimed that it was more
a caseof religious groups
getting back their former
rights.

The 4th biennial congress
of the Australian Associa­
tion for Urban Mission is
being held in Prahran, Vic,
8-11 June 1990. Further
details from Rev R. Stewart
Culbard, Ecumenical Coa­
lition for Urban Ministry, 2A
Chapel St, St Kilda 3182.
Phone (03) 529 4377.

The Overseas Missionary
Fellowship has several
vacancies for teachers
and child care workers
beginning early 1990. Two
schools formisslonaries’
children, one In the Phil­
ippines and the other In
Malaysia but hoping to
move to Singapore, need
teachers. Workers are
also needed for 6-8 week
periods throughout 1990
to care for the young chil­
dren of new missionaries
during orientation 

tempts to change the situ­
ation have been fruitless
during the last 2 years.

A UN 5-year plan for sav­
ing the rain forests would
cost the annual equiva-
lentof half a day of world­
wide military spending.

The world has 5,240 million
people now, and there are
90 million more each year.
Unless things change we
will double the population
in 39 years.

In the midst of the civil
war that has erupted over
the copper mine on the
Papua New Guinea Island
of Bougainville, the local
Christian church is expe­
riencing something of a
revival which started
shortly after the violence
and unrest began. The 10
United churches on Bou­
gainville have a combined
membership of 100,000
from a population of
200,000. The church has
also taken a hand in trying
to bring the parties In­
volved in the dispute
together.

Some Christian book pub­
lishers have warned that
Australia’s religious publish­
ing industry would be wiped
out if proposals to deregu­
late the book market were
enacted.

Beach, California, has cho­
sen the theme “God's
Dominion: From Sea to
Sea". Fred Craddock, pro-
fessoratthe CandlerSchool
of Theology, Atlanta, Geor­
gia, will be the Jesse M.
Bader Lecturer and
Preacher on Contemporary
Evangelism.

The Tasmanian Synod of
the Uniting Church has
called for thedecriminall-
sation of homosexuality,
as part of moves to re­
duce the spread of AIDS.

FEBA ranks 4th in popular­
ity among the major inter­
national shortwave broad­
casters serving in Tanza­
nia, according to a listen­
ers' survey carried out by
the BBC. This is' after
Deutchwelle, the BBC and
Radio South Africa, but
ahead of Voice of America,
Radio Moscow and other
stations. The total audience
for FEBA's Swahili lan­
guage programs is about
half a million people.

There are now more Aus­
tralian women aged 25-29
in de facto relationships
than are married.

Though living together in a
“trial marriage" before offi­
cially tying the knot is widely
believed to increase mari- 

seminar is held at the Crys­
tal Cathedral, Garden
Grove, California. Over the
20 years more than 500
Australians have partici­
pated in these seminars.
Further information from
Robert Schuller Ministries,
PO Box 1407, North Syd­
ney 2059. Phone (02) 959
4060.

The1989 assembly of the
Baptist Union of Scotland
has voted to have noth­
ing to do with the Inter­
Church Process being
developed in the UK. They
rejected full membership
by 345 to 152 votes and
associate membership by
261 to 222 votes. A fur­
ther resolution stating
that the BU of Scotland
would not be part of the
new ecumenical Instru­
ments In any way was
then passed by 234 to 217
votes.

The Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Hong Kong has
°rda'ned the first woman
Pastor in its 35 year history.

U"Pary has decided
‘hat Tn the changed
nepamrS,an2es,hereisno
Uon” f°ri.!he or0anlsa"
busln ’ i9oinaou,of
usprt?58' The Councll
used to perform admlnls-

Novemberand will be the
first In a series of restau­
rants where people can
learn how to cook healthy,
cheap meals.

A “new wave" AIDS epi­
demic that has hit the United
States has frightening con­
sequences for Australia,
says a report from the
Catholic Church. The re­
po rtwarns that the poor and
underprivileged, and espe­
cially women and children,
are now most vulnerable to
the AIDS virus as the AIDS
virus has moved into the
heterosexual community.

Ethiopia’s ruling party is
holding emergency meet­
ings to consider ways of
containing the growing
threat by theTigrean rebel
forces. Just as the Er­
itrean Peoples Liberation
Front has pushed the
Ethiopian government
forces out of Its province,
so the TIgrean Peoples
Liberation Front has
pushed to within 350 km
of Addis Ababa. Many of
the towns that were the
focus of the enormous
relief efforts In the famine
of 1984-85 are now em­
broiled In the war. Reports
say the famine situation
is the same as 1984, but
becauseof theclosefight'
Ing, there is a much lower
capacity for response.
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Western Australia
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Now Chwclhies in 1988-89
Alexander Heights

Planted in 1988 by Warwick, who provided
support to Balga to allow Rob Frazer to give part-
time ministry.

John Caporn will commence the first full-time
ministry with the church in 1990 with some
subsidy.

Quairading

Commenced by Kalamunda with Dean Smith
after 18 months of weekly Bible studies in the
town.

They expect to be fully supporting in 1 year.

Foothills

Planted just over a year ago by the Home Mis­
sion Committee in a big step of faith with sup­
port from Kalamunda, Maylands and Thornlie.
They were almost self-supporting with 44 mem­
bers on their first anniversary. The Brotherhood
purchased 2.3 acres with a manse for the future
development. David Timms is the church
planter.

Foothills first family camp

'90s'
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New IWinislrisc Ilt 1990
Bridgetown/Manjimup

Will have Errol Kirk as a full-time minister after
many years without a minister. The Committee
is assisting them.

Mandurah

Negotiations for a full-time ministry to recom­
mence should be finalised by now. The retire­
ment town will be declared a city in 1990.
Young couples abound now and the church is
relocating to a new housing area on 2.5 acres.

New Growth for the '90s
The Committee has the goal of assisting the
Church in W.A. to plant two new churches per
year through the 1990s.

Areas in mind are Currambine/Burns in the
north, Success/Yangebup and Warnboro in the
South during 1990-91.

Annual Offering 26 November
18 November 1989 The Australian Christian (509) 13



Ctarcltes off Christ aim NSW
Department off Church Development and Education

Bless 'em AH

Many of you will remember the
old wartime song "Bless 'em
all, Bless 'em all, the long and
the short and the tall..."
At DCD we feel a bit like that
about our churches. They come
in all types and sizes. From the
Wollongong super church right
down to Katoomba with its 5
members. We have churches
that are very contemporary in
their worship style, and
churches that are very tradi­
tional. Some of them are grow­
ing rapidly, some are declining.
Most of them are predomi­
nantly Anglo-Saxon in compo­
sition, but we also have Abo­
riginal, Korean and Yugoslav
congregations, as well as places
like Kingsford and Marrickville
with a delightful mixture of
nationalities attending. At
DCD we pray "Bless 'em all."
As well as praying for 'em all
we also expend a lot of time,
energy and money on many of
them. Firstly there are the
subsidised churches whose
viability depends on the regu­
lar subsidy cheques we send to
them. Our 1989 subsidy bill
amounts to around $47,000. In
1990 this will probably double
as we take on three new pio­
neering ministries.
DCD subsidies are specifically
for Ministry support, not for
buildings. The provision of
dynamic ministry leadership is
the key factor in building a
congregation. This is where we
put our priority. Subsidies
usually run for a period of five
years and reduce by 20% each
year. This provides an incen­
tive for churches to concen­
trate on the priority of building 

14 (510)

in new members.
Our DCD staff provide most of
the time and energy. Each
Sunday they preach at various
churches. Many weekends they
are leading rallies, seminars
and camps. During the week
they will be meeting with
churches and ministers to plan,
assess and train people in such
vital areas as Christian educa­
tion, youth work and evangel­
ism. They conduct needs as­
sessment surveys of churches
and communities, provide
pastoral support to isolated
ministers, visit country
churches, research new areas,
raise money, teach in the
College, represent Churches of
Christ on a number of inter­
church bodies, and run the
most extensive youth program
of any of our state conferences.
Now you know why they often
aren't in the office when you
call. They are out on the job!
In most families it is the
mother who keeps everyone
together, particularly as the
kids grow and develop their
own separate lives. DCD sees
its role as being somewhat
similar. Many of our churches
were brought to birth by DCD
or its forerunner the Dept of
Home Missions and Evangel­
ism.
Now, as the family keeps on
growing and each part tends to
go its separate way, DCD tries
to maintain.and develop that
sense of linkage between the
churches, so that together we
can accomplish what we can­
not do separately, so that God
will bless 'em all.

Bob Smith

The Australian Christian
18 November 1989



Plans for the '90s
Three new initiatives are central to our planning for the '90s. CROP, the
church planting plan, is well under way with a number of new churches
in the process of formation and others in the early planning stages. In the
evangelism and education areas new initiatives are set to be announced
early in 1990 under the Australia Grow theme. These two thrusts are part
of a nationwide development strategy.

Don Smith, Executive Director

Don Smith

I_____ -__
New converts at the Richmond Vietnamese
congregation with Pastor T. Hguyen, left, who
assisted Nathan Nhan, second from the right

Jeff Weston, Collins Street minister, Leon Clarke,
Midway Point, Secretary, and Colin Orr, a De­
partment Tasmanian representative, discussing
development plans

Evangelism Initiatives
Nathan Nhan, one of the Department's team of
church planters, is leading the Richmond Viet­
namese congregation into a significant period of
growth. At an evangelistic service in September,
ten people made confessions of faith. In October
six others were baptised. Visitation indicates an
opportunity to reach new Chinese residents. A
new work commenced on October 29 to evan­
gelise these people.

Wew
Ian Corlett began a new western suburbs out­
reach this year. The project is based at Sunshine,
where already there has been good growth in
attendances and interest. New groups are being
formed to maximise development opportunities.
Cheryl Johnson will head a new outreach to
singles in 1990. The focus will be on Sunday
evening worship centred at East Kew. The proj­
ect will be open to all but will be especially pro­
grammed to reach single people. It has the
backing of the Serendipity Singles Group. At The
Patch Mike Folland begins the church's first full-
time ministry in 1990. Each project is a new
Department-sponsored development initiative.

Tasmanian Development
At Midway Point an 80 m x 80 m site has been
leased from Sorell Council and a building will
shortly be moved on site. In 1990 Midway Point
is seeking to establish a new ministry in associa­
tion with Collins Street, Hobart, Church. In
November a meeting will be held to discuss the
formation of a new fellowship at Berriedale in
Hobart's northern suburbs. Each project has the
Department's enthusiastic support.

Department of ission, Education and Development
Victoria-Tasmania

52 La Trobe Street, Melbourne 3000

18 November 1989
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BIRTHS
DEWBERRY (BUCKMASTER)
Susan and Stephen thank God for
the safe arrival of Michelle Loren,
bom 24 October 1989. Precious
little sister for Simon and Nicole.

ENGAGEMENTS
RYALL—MOFFAT Rosemary and
David (Doncaster) togetherwith Joy
and Trevor are delighted to an­
nounce the engagement of Pam
(younger daughter) and David (only
son) on 11 November 1989. May
God bless and guide them into the
future.
SHANNON—BRUCE With much
pleasure Olwyn, Peter and Doreen
announce the engagement of Ju­
dith to Andrew. Wishing God's
blessing on their future together.
Marriage 20 January.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
BLUNDELL (MARTIN) Burt and
Ivy celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary on 18 November. The
marriage took place at Cottesloe
Church of Christ in 1939. Lorraine,
Maureen, Mark and Carolyn along
with sons-in-law and six grandchil­
dren thank God for your loving
marriage and home. Congratula­
tions. 55 Wood Street, Swan bourne
6010. Telephone (09) 384 2360.

DIAMOND WEDDINGS
WITTICK—VOSTI Leslie and
Beatrice. Married 30 November
1929 at the Ascot Vale Church of
Christ by Harold J. Patterson.
Bridesmaids Gwen Wilson (nee
Richards) and Nita Stephens (nee
Vosti). Best man Bill Wittick.
Groomsman Jack Vosti. Their
whole family is delighted to con­
gratulate them both on this day.
Ken and Gwynneth, Rob and Di­
anne. Grandchildren: Raoul, Glen
(and Christine), Simon (and Re­
becca); Tony, Karl, Angela, Jen-
niferand Ben. Great-grandchildren
Rebekkah and Joshua.
Open House at the Witticks. Sun­
day, 26 November, from 2 pm
onwards. Address: 33 Myross Ave,
Ascot Vale 3032. Bea and Les
particularly request that there be
no gifts please. Donations may be
sent to the Royal Victorian Institute
for the Blind mentioning their Dia­
mond Wedding anniversary.

IN MEMORIAM
MORFFEW Elvie Victoria. Cher­
ished memories of our loved Mum
and Nana, called home 14 Novem­
ber 1988—Beryl, Sylvia, Linda and
families.
MOTT Myrtle Emily. 16 November
1988. The memory of your love and
devotion to us, the example we

------------------- 1—

learned from you, the Spirit of God
working in you and through you,
these gifts we shall always cherish.
The Mott family.
THOMAS In precious memory of
our mother, Hilda Thomas, passed
away 17 November 1970, and our
father, James E. Thomas, passed
away 27 November 1944. “Reu­
nited in glory, still loved and missed
by children, grandchildren and
many friends.”

PIANO WANTED
AVONSLEIGH Church of Christ
require a piano for Sunday School
(developing outreach work). Con­
tact Mrs Burnside on (059) 68 3940
if you are able to assist.

PLEASE HELP
MELBOURNE Country girl (mid
20s) who's needing reasonably
cheap accommodation with other
Christian girl(s) in city or suburbs
near public transport. House or
hostel. Phone Wendy on (056) 82
2721.

SHARE ACCOMMODATION
__________________________________________________ .

CAMBERWELL/BURWOOD
Large house. Close to all shops
and public transport. Person over
21. Phone Allan on (03) 889 5082.

FOR SALE
TREASURES OLD AND NEW
Hartwell Church of Christ, Highfield
Road. Saturday 25 November
9.30-4.30. Proceeds direct to Miss
Edna Vawserforpoor and needy in
India.

CHELTENHAM
I CHURCH OF

M Vj CHRIST

CHRISTIAN
RETIREMENT
CENTRE

14 Chesterville Road
Cheltenham 3192

A resident funded centre
comprising 1 and 2 bedroom

units
Enquiries welcomed

Phone manager
(03) 584 5202

TO LET
CALOUNDRA, SUNSHINE
COAST, Queensland 2 bedroom
units. 2 minutes walk from Kings
Beach. Rates from $130 p.w. off
season to $390 p.w. holiday sea­
son. Phone (071) 91 7454.
HOUSEBOAT “White Heron" 10
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA
Phone (08) 380 5009 or (085) 40
5100 or write PO Box 65, St Agnes
5097.

BUILDERS
IAN & LA. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations—
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.

MACALISTER LODGE For your
next family or group weekend en­

joy true Australian nature at its fin­
est. Situated at Lake Glenmaggie,
Central Gippsland, bordering the
high country wilderness. Michelle
and Dave Sanders cater for groups
ranging from families to youth or
senior citizens. You can enjoy many
of our organised sport or bush ac­
tivities or just do your own thing.
Groups of 8-15 people, Friday
evening to Sunday evening $80 all
inclusive of accommodation, meals.
Includes transport to and from if
required. Please do not hesitate to
contact us for further information
on (03) 786 6001 (AH).
GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modern FSC 2 BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone (053) 56 6300.
GRAMPIANS See beautiful Halls
Gap in the spring. Holiday home
available toaccommodate6. Phone
(055) 62 4869.

Book
$6.95

plus postage

Recommended
Retail Price

Tape
$11.95

Kidsmin Publications
presents...

This is
an ideal
resource for
kids' clubs,
Sunday
school

i and
\ worship,

or just
travelling
in the
car...
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Susanna Wesley

by Sandy Dengler (Moody Press) $7.60
The mother of the founder of the Methodist Church was an

extremely intelligentyoungwoman,deprivedoftheopportunity
to further her studies begun at home by the social mores of the
time. A mark of her individualism is the fact that she chose at the
age of 13, to join the Church of England. The book attempts to
introduce the reader to the way her life may have been, based on
the few biographical details that are known.

It is light reading, not intent on developing many well-rounded
characters, concentrating on some of the major events in the lives
of Susanna and her husband Sam, a Church of England minister.
The fact that the book commences with 13-year-old Susanna and
concludes with her death at 73, yet can be read in two or three
hours, indicates the brevity of the incidents described.

The study of the relationship between Susanna and Sam is
thought-provoking. We can only admire this woman who went
through many hard times, including the loss of nine of her 19
children, and yet maintained her Christian witness and her
methodical way of sharing this with her family. The results have
been far-reaching. —JT

Christmas Material
Standard Publishing, Ohio

Deja vu. There are so many books full of this kind of material
that I didn't expect to find anything excitingly different. I was
right. This is one period of the year when Sunday School leaders
don't have to go dashing to books to find material—who can beat
the story of the birth of Jesus? Let tradition or your imagination
run riot with thoughts of things to do. However, if you are really
stumped for ideas maybe you could look at one of the following:
1. Christmas Programs for Children (No. 4) compiled
by Pat Fittro

Poems and plays. The poems are short and sweet, but the plays
are long, full of deep meanings and generally beyond the acting
ability or comprehension of children.
2. Christmas Games and Puzzles by Shirley Beegle

A higher standard than the others in the collection. It is repro­
ducible, uses the NIV, has a wide variety of games and puzzles
and is fairly easy for 6-8 year olds. The activities can also be used
elsewhere other than Sunday School—they would be good for
families on holidays with young children
3. Standard Christmas Program Book (Anniversary
Edition) compiled by Pat Fittro

Like the first book, this has poems and .plays with Thanksgiv­
ing material tossed in as well. The poems are good and the plays
of a higher standard but some I wouldn't use. The use of the King
James Bible is completely out of context for Australian children.
4. Bible Puzzle Time "Christians in Action by Cindy
Flanagan; "Jesus Fulfills God's Plan" by H. Friesen
and K. Jessie , . ,

Suitable for older children (7-12), each book contains thirteen
puzzles on the one theme. They use the NIV and are of a medium
difficulty. However, they are not reproducible, so you have to
have one book for every child, and which Sunday schoo as one
theme for thirteen weeks? They could be useful as a backup for
the "child-who-always-finishes-first". __
5. Christmas Programs for the Church (No. 22) com­
piled by Pat Fittro . ,

This hits the bottom ofmy favourites list. Long ns
Thanksgiving) plays definitely for adults only. cy w
a long time to prepare and enact. The standar is gene‘‘ Y 8
and the play for the disabled is of a high st£*2 ,ar U pffprtive
I tend to think that short simple skits would e mo __

OUTBACK CHRISTIANS-IN-MINISTRY
Taking the Gospel to the Outback in the Language of the Bush

Please help us to help isolated Christians with communion
services and pastoral care by sending their names and addresses

to—Free Post OCMO57
Outback Christians-in-Ministry

101 Nicholson St, Dalby, Qld 4405
All donations sent to the above address will be personally

acknowledged
Help Us Stay Back Out in the Outback

L.M.C.T.
6549

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H. (03) 7221780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

48 Madigan Drive
Glen Waverley 3150
Phone (03) 561 5879

IAN F. KNIGHT, llb, BCom

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR
REGISTERED TAX AGENT

Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates and Wills,
Taxation, Personal Injuries,
Business and Company Law

10 Best Street
North Fitzroy 3068
Phone (03) 481 0854

Withit Church of Christ

This Sunday:
Self Service

Self Service Communion
No waiting, no fuss, easy access

Self Service Sermons
Choose from 15 different speakers

Video or audio cassettes and
earphones
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