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1 he word s h ad always
H intrigued me—"the
—' fellowship of kin­

dred minds..." How often
over the years had I joined
in that traditional affirma­
tion of the bond of Christian
love! But the "kindred
minds" always seemed to
elude me. That is, until that
momentous day when, at
the age of 70 years, I en­
rolled myself as a student at
the College of the Bible. It
was then that things began
to fall into place. Now, six
years later, 1 look back on
those collegeyears almost with a feeling of
nostalgia...

First off, what ripples in the classroom at
the unexpected presence of an "old lady"
in the midst of that bevy of bright young
eager-beavers—the oldest student ever to
beenrolledatCOB! Whattodowithher?—
that was the question. Well, they did their
best. They offered plenty of courtesy and
consideration; with even perhaps a trace
of kindly condescension...but it soon be­
came clear that the "old lady" had come to
stay. And when the scores went up at the
end of that first year, the "old lady" had
outclassed them all! Inevitable, of course,
since the "mature" mind enjoys many
advantages when it comes to coping with
serious study.

And serious it was. Differences in age
became less significant as together we
began to ponder such concepts as the
immanence of God and the mystery of the
eternal love. For here we found ourselves
being drawn into a new relationship—a
"fellowship of kindred minds". Each of us
so individually different, yet "kindred" in
our response to the call of God and his
claim upon our lives. And needless to say,
our lecturers allowed themselves to be
drawn into it too; sharing their insights
and patiently seeking to guide us in our
slow, often painful journey towards the
light.

Yes, "kindred minds". Not only in our
quest for truth. Kindred also in our visions
and aspirations, fostered by the seminars,
retreats and shared worship experiences
that were part of the college program.
Coming to grips with ourown spirituality;
learning to respect each other's convic­
tions and to accept one another in love.
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Surely 1 had discovered
a fellowship "like to that
above".

Nor was itconfined to the
classroom. It touched every
aspect of college life; even
the leisure-time "campus
capers" in which everyone
was invited to participate.
With their encouragement I
ventured most things, even
the "flying fox" (oh, what a
sight!); though I never did
try to kick a football... Their
energy and vitality inspired
me; renewed my faith in
today's young people, the 

"oldies" of tomorrow. And my presence
among them, I believe, challenged their
preconceived notions of age and ageing;
opening their eyes to the potentialities to
be found in people of "pensionable" age.

Something we all were learning: that the
life without is sustained by the life within.
As when they persuaded me to contribute
an item for the student concert. A "ma­
ture" item, they said. So I wrote a poem
specially for the occasion—"On Growing
Old". Came the concert; and enlisting the
dramatic talent of a long-timechurch friend
we presented it together as dialogue. Hi­
larious it was; but heart-searching. I shall
never forget—nor do I think will they—
the response of our crowded audience in
the old Room 2 as we reached the climax:

We're fellow travellers, you and me—
Pilgrims to eternity...
Where age—and time—shall cease to

be!
Ah yes, we effectively closed the genera­

tion gap that night...
As forme, I still find myself drawn back

to college with an urge to renew that pre­
cious "fellowship of kindred minds". But
why not within our church congregations?

Perhaps in order to realise that vision
we may need to encourage our people
each one to spend at least one semester at
a theological college! Then so may it be.

’ Former teacher, youth leader and Chris­
tian author Marj Buckingham, at the age of
74, graduated DipMin (Hons) from the
College of the Bible and was ordained in
1987. Currently ministering part-time with
the South Eastern Suburban Region3
Church, Vic, this year she has been study
ing part-time to complete her BTheol.
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Ktews
CSSM Ceases to Exisft

This summer nearly 100
teams involving about 8,000
volunteers will once again
engage in evangelism under the
auspices of Scripture Union.
In holiday spots around Aus­
tralia, in country towns and in
inner-city locations, team
members will seek to share their
faith with children and their
families.

Nowhere in Australia will
this activity be conducted in
the familiar name of CSSM.
CSSM has ceased to exist.

Scripture Union began in
England in 1867 as the Chil­
dren Special Service Mission
(CSSM). For theological and
sociological reasons the move­
ment has changed the name of
this work to Scripture Union
Family Missions (SUFM).

Ron Buckland, SU's Na­

tional Director, said, "We re­
main committed to both chil­
dren and evangelism. But we
can no longer deal with chil­
dren outside the family con­
text."

Scripture Union knows that
"family" means many things
today. Its mission teams al­
ready contact single parents
and blended and broken fami­
lies.

The outcome of this change
isa shift from program-centred
evangelism to people-centred
evangelism. The program
builds bridges, across which
friendshipevangelism can take
place.

This summer red and white
banners will again be in evi­
dence. But instead of CSSM you
will see SUFM. It represents
only an initial problem!

Chance Meeting 75 Years on
The Joint Board of Chris­

tian Education, highly re­
garded internationally, is cele­
brating its 75 th anniversary this
year. The JBCE owes its exis­
tence to an accidental meeting.

Presbyterian William G oyen
and Methodist Horton Wil­
liams were each, quite inde­
pendently, preparing Sunday
School materials for the youth
departments of their respective
churches back in 1914. After a
chance meeting in a Melbourne
street, theydecided to pool their
resources and produce a joint
publication. So TheTeacher was
born, a handbook published
with separate covers for each
denomination.

Soon their co-operation led
to the formation of the Austra­
lian GradedLessons Commit­
tee, a body which quickly in­
cluded the Congregational
church, and later, three more
partner churches in New Zea­
land.

Eventually it became the
Joint Board of Christian Educa­
tion. The Joint Board also oper­
ates as the national education
agency and publishing house
of the Uniting Church in Aus­
tralia. Resources for children
and young people are an im­

portant part of the Joint Board's
publishing. Living Faith Sun­
day School material has over
65,000 users in seven
denominations. The Religion in
Life school curriculum pro­
gram, used by over 360,000
primary school children each
week, is published co-opera­
tively with the Council for
Christian Education in
Schools.

Other innovative strategies
and educational resources for
leadership training, adult edu­
cation, youth programs and
children's work are in regular
production.

The general publishing pro­
gram is varied and comprehen­
sive, with more than 200 titles
on the current list and 25-30
new titles published each year.
Among current publications
are books co-published with the
World Council o f Churches for
its coming Seventh assembly
in Canberra. These include
Come Holy Spirit—Renew the
Whole Creation, a series of Bible
studies exploring the Assem­
bly theme, and Land of the
Spirit?, an analysis of
Australia's historic and con­
temporary religious experi­
ence.

Ministry Expansion

The Noble Park, Vic, church
is spreading its area of ministry
with a new decision to also
indefinitely conduct Sunday
morning services from
Keysborough in Melbourne.

The new centre for worship
is the Chandler Theatre, a
performing arts centre with
fixed seating for 235.

The centre, in Isaac Road,
Keysborough, features a large
stage area for musicians, drama
ministry, singers and dance.

A huge foyer and carpeted
discussion pits make for ani­
mated conversation and greet­
ing visitors. Private change
rooms are used for prepara­
tory prayer and personal min­

istry. Nearby instruction rooms
are used for children's minis­
try.

With full theatre lighting,
sound, curtains and film facili­
ties, off-street parking is more
than ample, and complete
kitchen facilities allow tea and
coffee to be served in the foyer
after every morning service.

The church continues to meet
in their Noble Park facilities for
evening services, to give both
immediate and continuing
ministry to Noble Park,
Keysborough,and Springvale
South areas and beyond.

The church stands deeply
privileged to be part of what
God is doing in the area.

IAN F. KNIGHT, llb, BCom

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR

,10 Best Street
• North Fitzroy 3068
° Phone (03) 481 0854 

REGISTERED TAX AGENT
Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates and Wills,

Taxation, Personal Injuries,
Business and Company Law

48 Madigan Drive
Glen Waveriey 3150
Phone (03) 561 5879
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Young and
Old Celebrate

The first Sunday in Novem­
ber has traditionally been the
anniversary day of the Caves­
ide, Tas, Sunday School, and
1989 was no different. Extra
seating was put in the aisle and
porch, a video camera relayed
the service to a monitor in an
adjacent room, and the church,
which normally seats 90, was
now able to cater for the crowd
of over 120 who attended.

Every thing was geared up to

make it a big day as this was the
80th anniversary of thechurch.
Invitations were sent to fami­
lies in the district and also fur­
ther afield who had been pu­
pils in past years and it was a
thrill to witness the reunion of
many who shared the day.

The children presented a
program of 15 songsand read­
ings specially written to dem­
onstrate the truths of their les­
sons during the year. Thetheme
was "Jesus, my Saviour".

The 13 children, aged 5-12,
worked hard to make this a
memorable day. They accom­

Cheltenham Chumrch of Christ
presents 

Sunday, 10 December at 6.50 pm
Beaumaris High School—cnr Reserve &

Balcombe Rds
the Australian premiere

production of

' . .... '

Childrens Choir
Plus items by

* The Victorian Childrens
Choir (Parkdale Branch)

* Yurana Quartette
Offering for Christmas Bowl appeal

panied some of their songs with
percussion instruments.

The minister of the church,
John Harrison, spoke about
"Fred Smith", grandson of
"Granny Smith", a well-known
apple, to the delight of all pres­
ent. With Fred's help all were
able to hear how Jesus is the
only way back to God, and all
were challenged to consider
their relationship with God.

A Devonshire afternoon tea
was served, under the direc­
tion of Valerie and Peter
Cramp, giving present and past
members opportunity to share
together. —C.A. Harrison

Launceston’s

Family camp 1989 for the
Launceston, Tas, church fam­
ily proved to be a very special
long weekend experience for
the 95 young and old who par­
ticipated. The minister, Rod
Foster, very sensitively led the
studies, which looked at the
implications of spiritual birth,
growth, maturity and death.

The communion service at
the close of the day focused on
the symbols of our faith and
God really blessed those attend­
ing with the testimony of two
of the group—the symbol of
changed lives. At the conclu­
sion all lit a candle from a cen­
tral candle, the symbol of the
light of the world. The sharing
time that followed extended
well into the night.

Two young people commit­
ted their lives to the Lord and
many indicated a desire to
mature in their faith.
„ The fun times were real
"family' affairs and the chil-

Andrew Ball

GROWTH AT SUMMER CAMPS
Youth camps at Monbulk, Banksia, Halls Gan
and a Mount Cobberas-Snowy River Adventure
together with five family camps, comprise the ’
Department’s summer camping program.
Each event presents an opportunity for snlritual
refreshment, nurture and growth.

DEPARTMENT OF MISSION,
EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT

52 La Trobe Street Melbourne 3000

------- - — —-- ----—

dren respo nded to the love and
warmth surrounding them ]n
the early evenings, before the
children's bedtime, all partici­
pated in bush dancing ana
theatre sports.

A convoy of cars transported
campers to the Leven Canyon
to appreciate the majesty Of
creation, enjoy fellowship and
experience the pain of over­
stretched muscles.

Elective time saw busy fin­
gers leaning to cross-stitching,
master the art of calligraphy or
the creation of glass-etched
mirrors, while some chose to
burn up energy on the sporting
field. —Elwyn Green

Mew Pastoral
Car® iimtmtive

The Vic-Tas Department of
Community Care launched its
pastoral care initiative, the Ho-
dos Program. Hodos means
"way", "road" or "journey"
and describes the program,
which aims to provide a range
of services and activities within
the context of Christian spiri­
tuality to assist persons to take
hold of God's gift of life and to
experience personal growth
and empowerment, satisfac­
tory relationships and partici­
pation in the community.

The launch took place at a
dinner where people were
challenged to give their time
and skills to the pilot program
in 1990. Marj and Ray Brough,
with Alec Clutterbuck and
Louis van Laar, developed the
concept. Trevor Giles, Execu­
tive Director of the Department,
spoke on the need for such a
service to our churches, and
commended the concept and
the activities that arose out of it
to persons interested in work­
ing with others to help them
experience "life in all its M'
ness". The guest speaker, He­
len Carr, Director of Life Line
Melbourne, sharpened the vi­
sion by applying her insigh15
to the objectives of Hodos.

Hodos group facilitators wil
begin training in early 1990 s°
that the first program can
commence July 1990. For more
information contact Louis van

2 December



Aoieen Dramey Leaving PNG
Aileen Draney applied to the

Australian Churches of Christ
Foreign Mission Board in
September 1957. The opening
came for her to go to the Terri­
tory of Papuaand New Guinea
to serve as a mission school
teacher in 1959.

In the past 30 years many
things have changed. The word
"foreign" has disappeared from
the Overseas Mission Board
title and 1975 saw Papua New
Guinea become independent
from Australia. There are now
no schoolteacher missionaries
in our area in PNG.

Through 30 years of change
and challenge Aileen Draney
has served God and the
Churches of Christ in PNG in
Australia. There have been bad
times with little obvious prog­
ress. There have been times of
joy as people and churches have
grown. Friend s and family have
died in both countries. There
has been health and sickness.

Aileen has had various min­
istries in PNG over these 30
years and she has travelled by
land, water and air in trying
conditions for the sake of the
Good News.

Most recently her ministry
has been in the areas of Bible
Correspondence and training
young women in practical and
spiritual issues. On the side,
"Aunty Aileen" is a special
favourite and thoughtful carer
for the children of other mis­
sionaries.

On 17 December, when

Aileen flies out of PNG imme­
diately after running a mission­
ary kids camp, she will leave a
big space! Such is the value of
her service that the ministries
she has established have al­
ready been taken over by na­
tional workers. The space will
bein thelives of those who love
her dearly.

Aileen is well known
throughout Australia for her
deputation travels and regular
correspondence. The Overseas
Mission Board pays tribute to
her dedicated service and en­
courages members of our
churches to give thanks to God
and to pray for Aileen's reset­
tlement and future service in
Australia.

—Jeff May
(Executive Director)

Aileen Draney

Eric Hollard Hospitalised
Friends will be interested to

learn that E.P.C. (Eric) Hollard
is recovering after two sessions
of major surgery about eight

BUCKINGHAM
MEMORIAL CENTRE
Self-catering camp site

38 Lockwood Rd,
Belgrave Heights

Accommodation far 60
Large recreational hall

Low tariff
Small groups welcome

Enquiries: Jack Edwards
(03) 890 2443

weeks ago.
Eric originally had a triple

by-pass operation and then
underwent surgery following
complications from the origi­
nal surgery. He is currently at
the Hampstead Rehabilitation
Centre, Hampstead Rd,
Hampstead Gardens, SA.

He is facing his future with a
very positive attitude, an atti­
tude that has marked his life
and ministries.

For the foreseeable future he
will be confined to a wheel­
chair.

Walladges Come Home

Julie, Kristina, Luke and Doug Walladge

Doug and Julie Walladge
have had a long association
with Vanuatu. While the coun­
try was still known as the New
Hebrides, Doug and Julie were
there as single workers. Julie
worked as a nurse and Doug as
a teacher.

On a tour party organised by
Jack Murphy, Doug revisited
Vanuatu and saw the possibili­
ties of future ministry. In 1985
the family left ministry with
the Red Cliffs, Vic, church and
went to Banmatmat on Pente­
cost Island where Doug took
up the role of lecturer in the
Bible College. As well as being
wife, mother and teacher for
Luke and Kristina, Julie in­
volved herself with the stu­
dents.

Bill Bule, the Executive Di­
rector of Churches of Christ in
Vanuatu writes, "It is a privi­
lege to have the Walladge
family here now. They have
identified themselves well with
us. They therefore contribute a
lot to the College and to the
churches throughout the is­
lands. 1 express on behalf of the
Conference sincere thanks to
the Overseas Mission Board for
sending the Walladges to us in
Vanuatu. Please pass our 

thanks to the churches who
have supported them finan­
cially while they served herein
Vanuatu. We need missionar­
ies like them and others who
must communicate the Gospel
with their lives as well as their
lips, to be able to speak clearly
and be understood.

"They must also be able to
adapt themselves to the na­
tional culture. Good grammar
and fluency in speaking are not
enough for good communica­
tion. The missionary must
adapt culturally and identify
closely with the people he is
seeking to reach".

Churches of Christ in Aus­
tralia join with Churches of
Christ in Vanuatu in giving
thanks to God for the ministry
ofDougandJulieWalladgeand
their children, Luke and
Kristina. We are grateful for
the way in which they lived
through the separation from
their family and friends in
Australia and the isolation of
living in a fairly remote part of
the world.

They return to Australia in
December and in February will
begin ministry with the Owen
United Parish in the mid north
of South Australia.
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CWF and Mission

On 17 October a CWF Mis­
sionary Committee morning
coffee was held at the home of
Lola Adam, in Box Hill, Vic. 21
were present representing nine
CWF groups from the Inner
Eastern Region. Dorothy
Geyer, secretary of the Over­
seas Mission Department in
Victoria, gave a comprehensive
overview of the church in In­
dia. She encouraged prayer for
Indian Christians who are tak­
ing the responsibility of propa­
gating the gospel of Christ.
Dorothy has recently spoken at
Bayswater and Burwood
groups, who were joined by
neighbouring groups.

The CWF Missionary Com­
mittee aims to encourage those
who are serving on the mission
fields. It endeavours to inform
groups of activities through
reports and a newsletter. Mis­
sionaries are allocated to CWF
groups for prayer and corre­
spondence and many groups
have been very faithful in sup­
porting missionaries and their
families.

—Beryl Combridge
(CWF Missionary Cttee)

Taree Trivia
A great night of fellowship

was enjoyed on 4 November in
the Taree, N S W, church, when
a trivia night was held to aid
theHunterRegion SLS A Heli­
copter Rescue Service.

Minister Neville Aubrey
compered the proceedings as-

Thampl Issac (far right) and the All Peoples Church

sisted by Colin Webster,David
Billingham and MalcolmPul-
len. A good cross-section of the
community made the night a
great success and $1,000 was
raised for the appeal. Prizes
were donated by various busi­
nesses and individuals.

Mulgrave to Start
Worship services for the new

Mulgrave, Vic, church will
officially commence at 10 am
on 4 February, using the facili­
ties of the Churches of Christ
Theological College at
Mulgrave. It was with a sense
of excitement that this decision
was made by a small group of
College and student represen­
tatives as they met with the
new minister, Alan Niven, and
his wife Chris. Alan concluded
a 10-year ministry with the
Werribeechurch on26 Novem­
ber. He will continue part-time
lecturing at CCTC in addition 

to the task of leading the minis­
try team.

Following the initial services
and special outreach programs
over Easter the new church will
have its second "official" open­
ing in late April. The induction
of the ministry team will be
performed by Principal Emeri­
tus E.L. Williams. Alan Niven
would be delighted to hear
from anyone interested in the
new venture and can be con­
tacted at2 HalifaxSt, Mui grave
3170 or at the College, 40-60
Jacksons Rd,Mulgrave.Phone
(03) 790 1000.

All Peoples Move
Following an experimental

period of worship and minis­
try in the Fairfield, Vic, area,
the recently formed All Peoples
Church, under the leadership
of Thampi Issac has relocated
meetings at Brunswick. The
group is in contact with a range 

of people, including Indian
Chinese, Greek, Italian and
longer-term Australian resi­
dents.

Bible study groups for In­
dian families who have recently
arrived from Fiji are being
developed. The aim is to de­
velop a strong multicultural
base to the program.

Living for Christ
Evening service on 12 No­

vember was taken by one of the
small groups at theLaunceston,
Tas, church led by June
Younger. Joanne Byard, a
third-year student at TSIT,
spoke on the pressures on
someone trying to show a
Christian witness in a largely
hostile atmosphere. Joan Mad­
der reviewed the book Never
Say Can't by Lynette Hinton,
and group members presented
a musical item. Sir Geoffrey
Foot interviewed the Hon
George Shaw, President of the
Tasmanian Legislative Coun­
cil, on "Being a Christian in
Politics" and Betty Masters
showed slides of the World CE
Convention she attended in
Seoul, Korea, in 1986.

June Younger showed how
some in the public eye, e.g. Gary
Ablett, Jacqui Hamill and oth­
ers, have not been afraid to
show their allegiances, even
though it might mean suffer­
ing, sacrifice or death.

The large number present
greatly appreciated the mean­
ingful service.

—P. Harrison

Charles Withers in the stocks at Taree

(530)

offering

I___ Providing a relocation service
#W>lHtloul5l ,n real estate

I T across Australia and
——-1. New Zealand

offering
• on the spot home loans
• building & mortage T.L. insurance
• valuations, free appraisals
• auctions
• property management
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AND PERSONAL SERVICE
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311 Unley Rd, Malvern 5061 . ____ Dean Sander
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Rowville Project
Planninghascommenced for

a start to a new church in the
Rowville, Vic, area following
decisions made earlier in 1989.
Seen here, left to right, are Keith
Milne, Stuart Peterson, Tom
Ede and Kerrie and Robert
Laird. Tom Ede has been ap­
pointed by the Vic-Tas Depart­
ment of Mission, Education
and Development and the
planning group to head up the
project in 1990 on a part-time
basis. He leaves a nine-year
ministry at Springvale to come
to Rowville and has had prior
experience in new church
development. Stuart Peterson
has accepted responsibility to
act as Secretary and co-ordina­
tor for the project. Stuart is keen
to hear from people who may
be interested in the project and

he can be contacted at 3 Settlers
Court, Rowville 3178. Tele­
phone (03) 752 8134 (AH).

In the initial stages the em­
phasis will be upon building a
core group with the establish­
ment of regular worship serv­
ices once the group has been
developed. Rowville is one of a
number of new churches al­
ready formed or planned for
development in 1990.

Gippsland Gather
Churches from Bairnsdale,

Traralgon, Toora, Morwell and
Warragul met to worship at the
Morwell, Vic, church for the
annual Gippsland Gathering.

Vic-Tas Conference Presi­
dent, Phyl Davis, was guest
speaker. During the spit roast
and salad lunch each church
gave a report of its activities
past and future. —Tim White

Hey, Christian Single!
Interested in a Gold Coast holiday with

other Christian adults (23+)?

6-13 or 14-21 January
$220 tor seven nights shared accommodation and eight days of fully

catorod moals at the National Fitness Camp, Burleigh Hoads, Ouoonsland.
250 Christian singles In the holday capital of Australia. Lighted tennis

courts, squash courts, full gym facilities, lighted swimming pool...and all at
a beach front facility.

Resort quality dining, including ‘pig-on-a-spiC and ‘formal barquet night'.
Sightseeing In the day...bonlires on the beach al night. Good biblical

preaching...greal Christian fellowship. Definitely a holiday with a difference.
Speaker: Rev. Bill Foster

Camp Counsellor: Dr James Ridgway
Applications: Comp Solo, Daphne Foster, 13 Servanto Street, Sunshine

3020
Phone(03)311 6154
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Letters are limited to 200
words

True to Life Articles
To the Editor,

Last night I went to bed at 8
pm after a heavy day at our
indoor bowls club, really the
geriatrics bowls club in our
town, taking the 4 November
issue of The Australian Christian
with me.

I read for an hour or more
and felt that we are becoming a
far more compassionate people,
less of the stuffy old-lady and
gentleman type of people than
I recall as a teenager 60 years
ago.

"Towards 2000" (The Pam­
phlet Club) by Alan Hirsch was
excellent. If we are not willing
to change we will undoubtedly
just fade away into the limbo of
a lost movement that began
well but ended dismally.

The Student Profile by Jenni
Ashton was beautiful; I felt
pleased that I had been able to
help an 86 year old walk to
afternoon tea that day, thank­
ful that my ankles were still
strong and my arches had not
collapsed.

And Kaye Wray's "Caring
for Babies" made me recollect
that a much younger woman
member of our IBC has just
begun attending our church
regularly...and that her lan­
guage is becoming less colour­
ful little by little. Now when
she sends down a faulty shot
she shouts "Oh, sh...oogah!"
(God be praised!)

—Gladys Butler
(Bruce Rock, WA)

Baptism
To the Editor,

A relative in St Loius, USA,
sent me a copy of the weekly
four-page newsletter (22 Octo­
ber 1989) of St Francis Xavier
College. It contained an article
describing a tour of their reno­
vated building and in particu­
lar the provision for baptisms.
Some of the wording sounded
so much like Churches of Christ
language that I felt impelled to
draw attention to it.

"In planning the baptismal
setting welookto historical data
for insights. This much is clear
from the early writers—bap­

8 (532)

ft© Ste _________
tism took place first in streams
and rivers, and when places
were designed, the containers
were large enough for people
to stand in. Granted, these
basins were designed primar­
ily for adults (we baptise a lot
of them at S.F.X.), but that is not
the only reason for lots of wa­
ter. It is the symbolic power of
water that is important. Under­
standing the power of the wa­
ter symbol is so crucial that it is
worth review.

"The biblical images of wa­
ter centre on life, death, and
Christ. Water's life-giving
qualities are well known tous—
through our own experience
and in scripture. In Genesis
there was no vegetation on
earth before God sent rain; in
the desert thirsty Israel gets
water from the rock. Water
brings death as well—in a great
flood, in walls of water after
Israel crosses on dry land be­
tween them. Jesus proclaims
himself the source of living
water, 'Let anyone who is
thirsty come to me...from that
one's heart shall flow streams
of living water!' As Israel
passed through the waters to
the promised land, so we pass
through the waters of baptism
to die and rise with Christ."

—AJ. Ludbrook
(Dulwich/Rose Park, SA)

[This letter is longer than 200
words. However as it is quoting
from an article I have allowed it
at this length—Editor]

Infallibility and
Inspiration

To the Editor,
Ronald Graham ("AC" 18

November) should be aware
that "infallibilists" and "inspi-
rationalists" do not believe that
God has conflicting standards.
Inspiration and infallibility
stand together, sunder them
and you have neither. If an
infallible God cannot reveal
himself and his will in an infal­
lible word, then bring on the
priests and gurus to identify
the mistakes for us. Worship
such a bumbling God? Hardly!

Galatians reveals that in
baptism we have put on Christ.
He is the one therefore in whom
we are before God. It is his
perfection, his beauty that is 

seen upon us. Nothing else is
seen, no earthly condition, no
place of privilege beside. All in
Christ, neither male nor female.

Quite harmoniously, the
Epistle to Timothy upholds the
creation place, which is not for
eternity but for our sojourn in
this body, and for the order
and conduct of his church on
earth.

Because God has ordained a
different place for women in
the church, this does not mean
it is an inferior place. Nor will
hearts in subjection to his word
deem it to be so.

—Bill Woff
(Southport, Qld)

Presiding
To the Editor,

In what we have come to refer
to as the institution of theLord's
Supper, Jesus likened the bread
tohisbrokenbodyand the wine
to his shed blood and said, "Do
this in remembrance of me." It
is for this reason that I believe 

the Master's desire was that
when we surround the table
we remember him in his sacri­
ficial death. "What is wrong
with sharing a meaningful
experience that we have had..."
(Mervyn Hopgood, "AC" 18
November) as presidential
remarks is, I am afraid, that
there will at least be the ten­
dency, if not the probability, of
attention being directed not to
Christ on the Cross, but to the
experience or the teller thereof.

—A. Augustine
(Chelsea, Vic)

Attending Common­
wealth Games in

New Zealand?
To the Editor,

As a congregation from New
Zealand we are well aware of
the many visitors Auckland
may receive during early 1990
attending the Commonwealth
Games.

Our minister's address is:
John and Louise Fulford,

—Tertiu*

Lying on the Tafblle
To the Editor,

I once served on a committee on which a member had a stock
motion about any document that might involve him or the
committee in some work. Inevitably he would say, "I move that
it lay on the table."

1 remembered this "lying on the table" thing while my wife and
I were away on holiday and we attended services at several of our
churches. They all seemed to have one thing in common, a table
in the porch or foyer. On the tables were piles of ageing docu­
ments from conference departments, missionary agencies and
other hopeful groups. We never saw any one pick up anything

om the tables, although one of the church papers made a plea
r’c,an °bscure corner for members to do so.
I found myself wondering what happens in these churches

when the tables get overloaded. In one of the churches a mighty
gust of wind emptied the table top. But somebody faithfully put
a 1 the papers back. I gather that eventually they all end up in the

?end J an°theLnoble gave its life in vain!
1 ended up wondering what is wrong with having all this

heXvTthe0? the h°‘hands of me8mberS’r
hum n nS services, because every one knows that it is against
it isagains h ™ P and pick up documents from tables, just as

Could Sd^ rret° read whatisonchurch noticeboards.
Id handing out literature on Sundays be a useful ministry

of New Testamfm ishumblereliability. I know it is not on the list
then eStament .ministries, but they didn't have much pap*

Yours ecologically,
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Welfare and the ChurchesMairangi Church of Christ, 55

Maxwellton Drive, Mairangi
Bay, Auckland 10. Phone 478
6314.

The reason for informing you
of our address is that it is often
difficult to locate churches
within a short period of time in
a strange city. Particularly as
our name is listed under "As­
sociated" Churches of Christ in
the phone book.

We thought it may be help­
ful for people to be armed with
our name and address and that
way they can feel we can be
contacted easily for whatever
reason—whether it be for hos­
pitality; meet and greet; fellow­
ship on Sunday or local advice.

We look forward to the
Commonwealth games and the
opportunity to make some new
overseas friends. Our offer of
hospitality is not only for this
eventful period; we would
welcome new friends at any
time of the year.

—KJ. Yates
(Secretary, Mairangi Bay

Church of Christ)

At a recent press conference
for the religious press in Mel­
bourne the Federal Minister
for Social Security, Brian
Howe, called for regular meet­
ings between the Federal Gov­
ernment and the Heads of
Churches to discuss welfare
issues such as family support,
care for the aged, care for the
disabled and child poverty.

Mr Howe said that he had
suggested such meetings to the
Australian Council of Churches
and he was surprised that such
an offer had not yet been taken
up.

He cited the successful meet­
ings held between the Victo­
rian Government and the
Heads of Churches in that state
as the model for such meet­
ings.

Brian Howe stated that
churches should be at the cut­
ting edge of change, especially
in the welfare area, and not at
the end, where they are simply
reacting to demands placed 

upon them. He thought that
church social work should be
looking at moving away from a
rigid, institutional approach to
one that was more flexible,
innovative and creative.

He argued that churches
need evaluation of what they
are doing more than they have
ever done in the past.
"Churches need to fully evalu­
ate the achievement of objec­
tives and the meeting ofcrite-
ria," he said.

Some of the issues in welfare
that churches and governments
need to consider for the 1990s
include the need to recover the
individual rather than let the
bureaucracy run affairs. He sees
a need for the system to be
workingat the small scale.Tied
in with thisapproachistheneed
to look at significant work with
the disabled, particularly those
on invalid pensions.

Only 2% of those currently
on invalid pensions return to
the work force each year. It is a 

pension of last resort and
people need to be given a sense
of worth and value, and the
churches could play a signifi­
cant role in this area.

Brian Howe saw the main
change that has occurred in
welfare in the 1980s as the
change in dependency. Until
the 1970s the main recipients of
welfare were the aged. With
the high levels of unemploy-
mentinthe!970sandl 980s the
concept of dependency
changed. The amounts spent
by governments on welfare are
now much higher in the areas
of the unemployed, single par­
ents, the disabled and family
support.

The growth in the number of
aged will also be significant. In
1904 (the year when aged pen­
sions were introduced) about
4% of Australians wereaged 65
or more. That percentage has
increased to about 10% cur­
rently and is expected to grow
to about 16.5% by the year 2020.

b iwiB® rebialik-
50,000 Christians gathered to pray before the opening of the

new Parliament house.
With One Accord records more than just a day in May, 1988 — it's the excit­

ing story of an emerging Australian church discovering its identity in contem­
porary Australian life.
The National Prayer Gatherings story is one of human frailty transcended,

sacrifice and miracles, but also a template of hope for future action. A historic
landmark for the future Australian church.

“I think the benefits are incalculable and
mark a new stage in Christian awareness
within this country.”

— The Most Revd Donald Robinson
Anglican Archbishop of Sydney

"I’ve been astonished by its vitality... the
solidarity achieved here and the sense of
reconciliation with the Aboriginal people."

— Senator Michael Tate
Minister for Justice

"A historic landmark for the future Australian
Church: to show us that we are able to walk
in unity and love for one another, no matter

"The National Prayer Gathering in Canberra
was an inspired event that’s brought Chris­
tians together from all shades of opinion. It
inspires the church and gives it confidence."

— Rev Sir Alan Walker
Chairman, National Goals and Visions Inc

"The National Prayer Gathering transformed
the rhetoric of ecumenism into reality. If it
grows into a movement, there will be excit­
ing long-term implications for the Church in
Australia and for the nation."

— The Most Rev Francis Carroll
Catholic Archbishop of Canberra

$9.95 (RRP) from your nearest
stockist of quality Christian books.

Published in Australia by Anzea.

how diverse our backgrounds are."
— Pastor Phil Pringle

Senior Minister, Christian City Church, Sydney
Available directly by mail for SI 1.95(post paid in Australia) from:

‘National Gathering', PO Box 622, Kingston, ACT 2604
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Who’s Afraid of the Old Testament God?
by Alden Thompson (The Paternoster Press)

In our tradition we look mainly at the New Testament and look
at the Old Testament through a tradition that is conditioned by
Jesus Christ. Often in our churches we ignore the Old Testament
or just concentrate on those passages that are important to the
writers of the NewTestament. Alden Thompson was also like this
and in the past, when looking at theOld Testament, he focused on
what it has in common with the New Testament and ignored
everything else. Too often one hears the comments in church
circles that there are aspects of the God of the Old Testament that
are not Christian.

As Alden Thompson says in the Preface: "You may find it
surprising that it was actually the Old Testament that brought my
Christian experience to life. The Old Testament God generally
has a rather poor reputation, even in Christian circles. But it was
indeed my study of the Old Testament which has forced me to re­
examine my understanding of God and has led me to a much
clearer grasp of how he would have me live and what he would
have me believe about him/' Lucky Pew

Competition
Win a Week of Prayer

with the Minister

This book looks at the place of sin and evil in the Old Testament
at the law codes and the relationship with God that they were
meant to express, the Messianic story, which the author regards
as "the best story in the Old Testament", the attitudes disclosed
in the prayers and songs of the Old Testament, and also what is
regarded as the "worst" story in the Old Testament.

Tomorrow’s Church Today
Young People in the Australian Church
by 'Tricia Blombery (Christian Research Association)
$8

This is the seventh of a series of reports from the data collected
in the Combined Churches Survey for Faith and Mission that the
Christian Research Association has published. This report fo­
cuses on those attenders under the age of 25. The report finds that
in many ways this group is on the outside of the main stream of
church activities yet it is vital for the continued survival of the
church.

The young people who responded to the survey are already
committed church members. They are not typical of Australian
youth but their responses provide very useful insights into what
young people are looking for, and finding, through church in­
volvement.

Of particular interest are the two chapters that examine the
beliefs of young people and their attitudes to the church and to
clergy. The information on young people is broken into two
groups: those under 18 and those 18-25.

This material should be read and discussed by anyone in­
volved in youth work and in establishing ministries for young
people in local churches.

This report is available from the Christian Research Associa­
tion, 8 Power St, Hawthorn 3122, phone (03) 861 6531, for $8 plus
S2 postage and packaging. It is also available through some
Christian bookshops.

The Measure of a Man
by Martin Luther King (Collins Fount Paperbacks)
$7.95

This volume, at best, gives a fleeting glimpse of the theological
underpinnings of Martin Luther King's political involvement
and the source of his zeal for social justice.

The first section of the book concerns itself with the question:
"What is Man?" The author quotes one verse from the Psalms to
support his contention. Differentiating between Platonism and
Biblical theology, King affirms that Christianity sees "the body"
as sacred and significant (pp 13-14).

Insisting that religion cannot retain credibility without ad­
dressing the economic and social conditions that cripple and
corrupt humanity, King proceeds to develop an anthropology
that belies his own intelligence and erudition.

I have the utmost regard for Dr King and the struggle he
represented, but I am at a loss to see how this volume contributes
anything to anyone but the most committed collector of King
memorabilia.

The second section of this slender volume is titled 'The Dimen­
sions of a Complete Life". Amid a questionable interpretation of
Revelation 21, Dr King implores the reader to live in relationship
with oneself, others and God.

This entirely unspectacular publication concludes with an
excerpt from Martin Luther King7s greatest speech, delivered on
3 April 1968, the day before he was assassinated.

Regrettably, this one page excerpt does not justify the $7.95
price of the book.

—Garry Harris

Books • Bibles • Records • Cassef - Music • Gifts
Discount Prices. Mall & Phone orders welco . Credit cards accepted.

Christian Video Li jry
Movies lor Youth, Children, General audiences. Studies by top speakers.

18-26 Canterbury Rd. Heathmont. Vic. 729 J/if
200 Hunllngdale Road. East Oaklelgh. Vic. 544 5844

65 Grenfell Street. Adelaide, SA. 223 4249
2422 Logan Rd. Eight Mile Plaint, Old. 341 8500

l/l/OHU bookstore



WwM [Ktews
Marriage Seminar in Vanuatu
Wife Beating...TaIk of
Divorce...Undisciplined
Children...Lack or
Communication...Wives
Running Away...Adultery

Sadly, much of the above is
part of so many Australian
marriages, despite the oppor­
tunities of education and the
availability of pre-marriage
preparation courses. The news­
papers are full of it and the
courts struggle to deal with
cases associated with marriage
problems.

Can you imagine what the
situation would be if Austra­
lian culture decreed that the
husband is very definitely "the
boss" of his wife, if there was
limited educational opportuni­
ties and hardly any opportu­
nity for pre-marriage prepara­
tion? Add to that the fact that
the husband and wife are not
allowed to spend time alone
together before the marriage
and some of the husbands do
not choose their wives?

What hope for a truly fulfill­
ing Christian marriage?

In Vanuatu the above is true
for many of the marriages and
because this has been happen­
ing for many generations the
children often do not seea good
example in the family to which
they belong. For so many the
expectation is that the role of a
wife is to bear and raise chil­
dren, work in the garden and
meet the needs of her husband.

After much prayer wesetout
to prepare some studies that
would confront married

Roger and Jill Bawden

couples with the cultural as­
pects of marriage as set out in
the Bible and to educate them
in other areas that affect their
marriages.

To date, two seminars have
been held in Luganville town
and 29 couples from the local
church have attended. Because
of the need for privacy and the
thinking of some people re­
garding the use of the church
building, we are hiring the lo­
cal youth hall. Couples are
asked to make a commitment
to attend two nights a week for
five weeks.

The programming touches
some areas which are taboo in a
cultural sense and therefore
there is a lot of ignorance and

fear in these areas. Some of
these areas are conception,
pregnancy and birth.

Assisting us is Dr Yinka
Ajayi, Pastor August Ben and
Pastor Samuel Waen. These
people bring medical, cultural
and pastoral skills to the course.

We plan to reach into the
non-Christian marriages in the
new year and to try and take
the course to the northern is­
land people of Vanuatu. Can
we ask for prayer support as
we plan these outreaches and
for prayer for those who will
attend? They will need prayer
support as they prepare to place
the "Christian Culture" ahead
of the culture of their own
country.

—Roger and Jill Bawden
(Vanuatu)

Church Help
to EH Salvador

Australian churches have
responded immediately to the
current crisis in El Salvador.
An initial grant of S20,000 from
Christmas Bowl funds was sent
to Diakonia, an association of
churches and organisations
working with the victims of
violence and forced displace­
ment.

The sudden escalation in
violence in El Salvador has left
many people living in fear and
without adequate food, water
or medical supplies.

The churches in El Salvador
have mobilised to deal with the
crisis. Many have opened their
doors to provide a safe place
for those forced to flee. Sup­
plies are desperately needed
by the refugees as well as those
remaining in their communi­
ties.

Rev. Dr Emilio Castro,
Gen eral Secretary of the World
Council of Churches, has made
an urgent appeal for a ceasefire
and the recommencement of
negotiations. He also assured
the Salvadoran people of the
worldwide church's practical
and prayerful support.

Four chaplains for profes­
sional sports teams in Austra­
lia attended the Pro Athletes
Outreach conference in Los
Angeles to learn how to run a
conference for professional
athletes. One chaplain attend­
ing was Greg Shaw, minister of
the Brooklyn Park, SA, church,
who is chaplain for the SA
Sheffield Shield cricket team.

“TEAM CARE” “HALFWAY HOUSE"
MT EVELYN CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CARE ASSOC. INC.

Team Care seek the services of
FULL TIME SUPPORT WORKER

to co-ordinate a supported accommodation program for homeless
teenagers In the Lllydale/Mt Evelyn area of Melbourne.

Team Care is an Incorporated association with a membership
structure drawn from fifteen church groups In Melbourne s
outer East. , ,

Preference will be given to those who have training and experience
In working with homeless youth and have a mature commit­
ment to Christ

Salary will be according to the State Award for
Youth Worker Class 2.

Expected starting date early 1990.
A lob description Is available from

The Secretary
Team Care
PO Box 127

Mt Evelyn 3796

Applications are invited for the position of
GENERAL SECRETARY

in the Victorian Temperance Alliance Inc.
The position will involve the administration of the Alliance and will
give opportunities for a wide field of activities, creative develop­
ments, program planning and presentation of resource material.

The applicant should be capable of addressing school, church and
public forums and is required to be a total abstainer.

Conditions and salary by negotiation.
Closing date 8 January 1990.

Apply in writing to the
President, Victorian Temperance Alliance Inc.

9 Mason Street, Dandenong 3175

2 December 1989 The Australian Christian (535) 11



In Brisbane heads of
churches were meeting with
govemmentministerson 10
November to discuss legis­
lative moves to ban or re­
strict the sale of record
albums that promote drug­
taking, violence, blasphemy
or obscenity.

Murray and Joan Rule
retired as APCM mission­
aries, then went to Tarl in
Papua New Guinea to
work on the never-writ­
ten Edolo language. It’s
the 33rd PNG language
the couple have learned.

Quoted in the Adelaide
Sunday Mail, former world
Formula 1 champion Ayrton
Senna said that he owed
his success in capturing
pole position in the Austra­
lian Grand Prix held in
Adelaide that day to his
"belief in God and Jesus".
Aftersuffering an emotional
low early in the week he
continued: "But reading the
Bible and my belief in God
motivated me today. I have
faith in him (God) and I
believe that I feel.'The story
was on the front page un­
der the banner head "God
Shows Me the Way".

The first Coptic liturgy of
the Coptic Church in
Australia was held In
Redfern, Sydney, on 24
January 1969. Today
there are 14 Coptic
churches in Australia—6
In Sydney, 4 in Melbourne
and oneeach In Brisbane,
Adelaide, Perth and Can­
berra.

The Nurses Christian Fel­
lowship Vic-Tas is holding
a thanksgiving carol serv­
ice at the Ridley College
chapel, Parkville, Mel­
bourne, on 8 December at
7.30 pm. The speaker will
be Mary Evans OBE,
FCNA. Supper to follow.
Details from the office on
(03) 650 9043 (Fridays
only).

The Anglican Church’s
highest court, the Appel­
late Tribunal, has ruled
against the ordination of
women to the priesthood
IntheMelboumedlocese.
The tribunal’s 7 members
unanimously decided
that Melbourne diocese's
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legislation paving the way
for such ordinations was
invalid under Its consti­
tution.

The Ecumenical Partner­
ship Committee of the
United Church of Christ and
the Christian Church (Dis­
ciples of Christ) is recom­
mending that the two de­
nominations do "nothing
separately that could be
donetogether" Thatmeans
separate denominational
programs would have to
justify their separate exis­
tence. The two bodies are
already in full communion
with each other.

The small Inner City of
London has never had a
Roman Catholic congre­
gation, although several
other churches are repre­
sented, including the An­
glican Church. Now the
parish church of St Mary
Aldermary is to act as
host to a Roman Catholic
congregation. Thechurch
will celebrate Anglican
Eucharists on Thursday
and Friday and Roman
Catholic ones on Tues­
day and Wednesday.

Bishops of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Finland
have decided not to ordain
women as bishops. The
church ordained women as
priests for the first time last
yearand so far has ordained
about 300 women. But in a
vote of 9 to 8 they blocked
moves towards having
women bishops.

The Irish Churches Coun­
cil for Television and
Radio Affairs has begun
functioning under Roman
Catholic, Anglican, Re­
formed (Presbyterian)
and Methodist auspices.

Recently Care and Com-
munication/God's Squad
conducted a mission at
Numurkah, Vic. Over 50
responded to the gospel call
during the weekend, many
of them for the first time.

Underage drinking has
been featured as one of
the major current social
problems In Victoria. The
Victorian Temperance
Alliance Is spending
$20,000 for four radio 

spots to help young
peoplein thelrearlyteens
realise they can stand up
to peer pressure, that
alcohol Is not necessary
for a good party, and at
the same time to support
parents In exercising their
responsibility for mould­
ing children’s attitudes.
The advertisements will
be broadcast on 3KZ and
3MMM In the week before
Christmas.

The 13th joint conference
of the Association of Theo­
logical Schools and the
Society of Theological Stud­
ies of Australia and New
Zealand is being held in
Brisbane 2-5 July 1990.
The theme of the confer­
ence is "The Church's Mis­
sion Today". Dr Sean
Freyne, Professor of The­
ology at Trinity College,
Dublin, will be the featured
speaker. Professor Freyne
formerly served on the staff
of the University of Queens­
land. Local speakers dis­
cussing the theme from a
local context include Dr
Athol Gill of Whitley Col­
lege and Dr Muriel Porter.
The conference is residen­
tial but day and casual visi­
tors are welcome. Details
from the Registrar, AN-
ZATS Conference, Sanyo
Seminary, Sanyo 4014.
Phone (07) 267 5124.

At its recent Annual Meet­
ing the Victorian branch
of the Bible Society In
Australia elected Gordon
Scambier of the Nuna-
wading, Vic, church to the
position of President.
Gordon has had a long
Involvement in Bible
Society activities and Is
currently National Treas­
urer.

In July and August 1990
Jim Wallis of Sojourners
Community, Washington,
DC, will join an Australia­
wide tour to speak with
people from all facets of the
Australian church, reflect­
ing with them on the ideas
of salvation and justice.

John Tarzwell, a Cana­
dian working with the
Christian relief organisa­
tion Serve has been re­
ported missing and Paki­
stani police suspect he 
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has been abducted. John
Tarzwell was about to
return to British Colom­
bia when hedlsappeared.

Evangelical Nigerian
churches have sent two
church planting missionar­
ies to England, where they
hope the couples will be
able to spread the message
of the Gospel and establish
strong Bible-based
churches.

Charles Mendez, an
American, Andrews
Rabgol of India and
Prakash Subba of Nepal
were goaled for 6 years
by Nepal’s Supreme
Court in October. They
were found guilty of
“propagating Christianity
In ways harmful to Hindu­
ism”. Two Nepalls were
sentenced to one year's
gaol for converting to
Christianity.

The American Bible Soci­
ety hascompleted the trans­
lation of the New Testament
into Cambodia's Khmer
language, 16 years after
work was suspended when
translators vanished during
the Khmer Rouge’s reign of
terror.

Billy Graham, who cele­
brated his 71st birthday
on 7 November, con­
firmed that he will con­
tinue his Intense sched­
ule of crusade ministry.
“I do not Intend to retire,”
said Graham. “Nowhere
do I find In the Bible that a
preacher retired. My doc­
tors have suggested that
I slow down somewhat.
But as long as God gives
me breath, I expect to
preach the Gospel.”

An American Baptist mis­
sionary was ordered by
Ugandan military authori­
ties to leave the country
after his arrest for entering
a military installation with­
out authorisation.

The Swanston St, Mel­
bourne, church Is hold­
ing Its evening servlceon
17 December In the
Bourke Street Mall, out-
side Centrepoint, at 7 pm.

One in five people in the
world, 1 billion people, are 

eitherdiseasedor malnour­
ished. A recent World
Health Organisation report
says this is a preventable
tragedy because the world
has the technology and
resources to end common
diseases worldwide.

Nearly 4 million Ango­
lans, almost half the
population, have been
affected by civil war,
drought and flood. Dur­
ing the next 8 months they
will need more than $70
million in relief and reha­
bilitation aid, according
to the United Nations
Disaster Relief Organisa­
tion.

Violent confrontations
broke out in late October
between Baptists and a
group of animists over the
rightful ownership of a
sacred mask used in rituals
by villagers from the Ivory
Coast community of Babiy.
Sources say that the church
member had refused to
return the mask on prior
occasions because he
wanted to pray over it and
through prayer remove its
spiritual power.

A group of Influential
house church leaders In
Beijing, China, have Is­
sued an appeal to Bible
teachers from the West­
ern charismatic move­
ment to “ceasecoming to
China and Insisting that
believers speak In
tongues and’dancein the
Spirit’”.

Egyptian dentist and long­
time Muslim convert to
Christianity, Ibrahim El-
Sayeh, was released on 4
November after a judge in
Cairo ruled to uphold a
previous verdict acquitting
El-Sayeh of all charges. He
was arrested on 8 July for
allegedly “disturbing the
peace" while carrying out
Christian activities.

A recent spate of conver-
slons to Christianity
among Muslims In
Urumqi, China, has led to
Intense persecution of
new con verts. Rules have
been established by local
mullahs for the "reclaim­
ing of Muslims from th0
evil spirits of apostasy •
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Bulgaria on the Threshold of Revive
In October Ned Blaskow,

secretary of the Australian
Voice of Peace mission, paid a
three-week visit to Bulgaria.
His trip came as a result of an
invitation to celebrate the 150th
birthday of hisgrandfather, Ilia
R. Blaskow, a popular writer
of the 19th century.

During his stay Ned was
asked to preach in churches in
the capital city Sofia and in
Shumen, a city in the eastern
part of the country.

He had lengthy talks with
the president of the largest
evangelical denomination in
Bulgaria. They discussed ways
of helping spread the gospel in
the present relaxed atmosphere
of religious tolerance.

Church service in BulgariaNed was given the opportu­
nity of addressing several
public meetings and functions
in Shumen. The occurrence of
some weird phenomena in the
country, such as UFO sightings
and a well-publicised demonic

Church of Christ

now meets in
Parklands Drive

8.55 am
Worship and Communion

6.30 pm
Gospel Celebration

Minister: Noel Newton
(075) 94 6154, 94 6633

31 4353 (AH)

possession gave him the op­
portunity to draw people's at­
tention to spiritual realities.
This was followed with inter­
views on radio and TV, which
must be a first for an evangeli­
cal preacher in Bulgaria.

Ned highlighted two factors.
The religious situation in Bul­
garia has improved dramati­
cally and is continuing to do so
at present. At the same time
there is a very strong interest in
the supernatural everywhere
one goes. Unfortunately, at the
moment this is being directed
largely into wrong channels of
superstition and occult prac­
tices.

Ned Blaskow sums up the 

GUARANTEED USED CARS f

653 CANTERBURY RO, SURREY HILLS 3127
AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS

Whether it be your first car or you wish to “trade in let TED
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long

experience in the trade
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW—TELL YOUR FRIENDS lwCT4376

situation: "Bulgaria is on the
threshold of revival. The en­
emy knows that and is spread­
ing the tares of spiritual confu­
sion, deception and counter­
feit. Our brethren in Bulgaria
are aware of it and are request­
ing us to intercede before the
Lord for them. Christians there
feel isolated and have a deep

Fem Valley
Guest House

Two and a half hours drive from
Melbourne, 50 m from Tarra-

Bulga National Park
40 mins to Ninety Mile Beach

11 comfortable bedrooms with
doonas, spacious lounge, piano,

organ, library and open fire,
games room with pool table etc.

Central heating
Air-conditioned restaurant

Friendly farm animals

desire for fellowship with
Christians from the West."

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Hostel Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Waiting List Now Open

SELECT USED CARS

Write for brochure to
RMB 7565, Balook 3971
or phone (051) 96 6141

49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134
Telephone: (03) 879 4004

A.H. (03) 722 1780
CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE
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Reflections on Zimbabwe

I stood before the statue of
David Livingstone at Victoria
Falls holding my Akubra and
thought about the missionary
stories of my youth. With all
the stories about "darkest Af­
rica" it was a little awe-inspir­
ing to stand on Zimbabwe soil
within a kilometre of Zambia.

Hugh Scott, Chairman of the
New Zealand Section on Over­
seas Mission, was my compan­
ion. He was also my sounding
board and tour guide as he
returned to the country he had
left over 25 years ago. Hugh
and Janet Scott, together with
their family, had lived and
worked at Dadaya High
School.

Hugh and I were on a frater­
nal visit. The Churches of
Christ in Australia and New
Zealand are partners in mis­
sion in Zimbab we. Overa three-
week period we travelled over
4,000 km by car. The elderly,
reliable Citroen was made
available to us by Sir Garfield
Todd. We greatly enjoyed the
gracious hospitality of Sir
Garfield, Lady Grace and their
daughter Judith. Sir Garfield
joined us in much of our travel­
ling and it was a heartwarming
experience to see the way in
which the people of Zimbab we
greeted him with love and
honour. During the period that

he was Prime Minister of South­
ern Rhodesia, Sir Garfield
worked hard in promoting the
rights of black Africans. This
stand placed him under house
arrest for some years in a later
regime.

On this whirlwind tour we
did some tourist activities but
spent most of our time looking
at aid projects, the educational
system and the life of churches
in the country. Like most coun­
tries there is a great contrast in
lifestyle among the people and
many practical issues.

The New Zealand churches
have been involved in the
Dadaya area for most of this
century. 37 churches have
grown within a 50 km radius of
Zvisha vane, which is an asbes­
tos mining town about 10 km
from Dadaya. The churches are
in the communal lands (lands
that have always been owned
by Africans and were not able
to be sold to whites) and many
of the people are poor. The
churches consist mainly of
women, young people and
children. There are very few
wage earners among the church
members.

The Dadaya High Schoolhas
900 boarding students and 38
teachers living on campus. Bill
and Ria Keddie work there on
behalf of the Australian

churches. Bill's role is as a teach­
ing chaplain. He teaches divin­
ity which is a compulsory sub­
ject to "O" level.

There are about 40 other
Churches of Christ in Zim­
babwe, most tracing their back­
ground to the Churches of
Christ/Christian Church in the
United States. They are in the
urban centres of Harare, Bula-
wao, Mutare, Kwe Kwe and
Gweru. They have operated
independently of each other
and in some cases have had no
fellowship or sense of belong­
ing. There is a grassroots move­
ment to bring the Churches of
Christ in Zimbabwe together.
A group known as the Associ^
ated Churches of Christ Da­
daya has been formed. This

many possibilities. The Austra­
lian Overseas Mission Board is
keen to develop further rela­
tionships with the Associated
Churches of Christ Dadaya
with a view to fraternal work­
ers from Australia assisting
with a Church Adviser role
similar to our involvement in
Papua New Guinea. It has be­
come easier to obtain work
visas for missionaries in Zim­
babwe than it has been in the
past.

—Jeff May
(Executive Director,

Australian Churches of Christ
Overseas Mission Board)

The British Foreign Office
cancelled an official 6-day visit
to the Soviet Union recently by
an 11-member delegation to in­
vestigate human rights when
the Russian authorities refused
to grant a visa to Rev. Michae
Bordeaux, Director of Keston
College.
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as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
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and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood z '
Church of Christ. EMrSL
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR name clearly identifies the

desire of the churches to be in a
co-operating model.

Further involvement for the
Australian and New Zealand
churches with the life of the
churches in Zimbabwe has

FOR NEW HOLDEN & HONDA
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

Claridge Holden & Honda
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 2721600 A.H. (08) 278 4515
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 nverell is situated in thebeautiful New
England district of northern New
South Wales. It is a bustling town of

approximately 10,000 with 5,000 more
people in the surrounding area. The main
farming industries are crops, including
wheat, and sb' °

The churcl 4-
ated in Vivian Street.
The first church build-
ing was erected in
1906, but this building
has reached a stage 
where it must soon be demolished, so a
newbuilding was constructed in 1987. The
new building is a very attractive and suit­
able facility that fits in well with the needs
of the church and the community. There is
a hall and chapel with facilities for babies
and audio-visual presentations.Thechurch
was built by a builder member and with
the financial assistance of a local ICA.

The membership of Inverell was 51 last
year but is now 57. Services are held at
10.30 am (with an average attendance of
65) and at 7 pm (summer) or 6 pm (winter), 

which 50 attend.
The minister is John Oaksford. John

wasbornin New York state in the USA and
lived on a dairy farm before migrating
with his family to Australia in 1966. While
running an odd-job business (some might 

say he is still in that business) he trained
for the ministry, first through a correspon­
dence course with the Baptist church, then
at Tahlee Bible College at Pt Stevens for
two years and finally at Kenmore Chris­
tian College. John served with the Chris­
tian Literature Crusade for two years and
with Queensland churches for ten, before
coming to Inverell in February this year.
He and his wife Beryl have two children,
Mark, 8, and Martha, 5.

Youth work is very important at Inver­
ell. The church has the second-largest youth 

group in the town. There is a Wednesday
night young people's Bible study, with an
average of 18 in attendance as well as the
Friday night social and outreach activities
that attract 30 to 40 on occasions. Many
non-Christian young people are attracted.

Other activities of
the church include
CWF monthly with a
fortnightly ladies'
Bible study, a play­
group run by the
women of the church

on Tuesday mornings, and a kids' "Happy
Hour" on Sunday mornings at 9.15 am.
Further activities are planned. John
Oaksford has a woodworking shop at the
manse he plans to use in further outreach.
A coffee shop for disabled people is held
once a month on Tuesday evenings.

The growth of the church is encourag­
ing. The Inverell church has an emphasis
on accepting people for what they are and
are looking for ways to meet the needs of
the community, especially young people,
in the future.

Focus on I rive re

Klow W® (W©w mto
by Don Herbert

I 1—J verypersonwhoistrulybomagain
has the burning desire to grow in

L—■ the Lord.
Soon after conversion the new Christian

is confronted with the question: How do I
grow? In response the new Christian is
besieged with a barrage of recipes, the
basis of which is usually bookish and aca­
demic. Knowledge of the Bible for many
believers is the measuring stick of matur­
ity. By it they ascertain a person spiritual­
ity and elect people to office in our churches
and preachers to our pulpits.

No doubt knowledge of the Bible is to be
desired and encouraged because it will
give direction to maturity. However,
knowledge of the Bible itself is never
enough. (Even Satan quotes Scripture.) The
Jews had a knowledge of the Law but they
did not understand the spirit or the author
of the Law. This same principle applies
today. The church in the Western world
has a bias towards academic knowledge,
knowing about the Scriptures but for the
most part neglecting to enter into a love
relationship with the author of the Scrip­
tures.

As a result of not relating to the author,
the author's written words are misunder­

stood. If the spirit of the Word is not appre­
ciated the believer slowly sinks into the
quicksand of rigid legalism, dotting the i's
and crossing the t's. Eventually the be­
liever becomes like the old wineskins Je­
sus spoke of, dry and brittle and unable to
receive the new wine of the spiritual under­
standing.

We grow spiritually by
entering into a love

relationship with God!
Growing in maturity is accomplished

by having the same kind of relationship as
Jesus has with God. It's being constantly
intimate with God in all that we do and
say. Prayer and the Word are most cer­
tainly stepping stones to this intimacy.
However, personal spiritual worship is
the vital ingredient to a love relationship
with the Father.

The catalyst of this worship is gratitude,
for the essence of gratitude is praise and
the essence of praise is worship. In unin­
hibited gratitude and praise spiritual
worship begins and Father God becomes
Abba Father.

The early church understood this. They 

for the most part were not academics
(people of the book) but they were people
of the Spirit. Academic knowledge was
not the basis of their relationship with God
but worship through the praise and adora­
tion. Many recognised that their function
as priests was to exalt and bless the charac­
ter, name and nature of God.

The result of their spiritual worship was
to not only know, but also to experience
the presence and power of God in their
lives. In spiritual praise and worship their
hearts were opened to the regenerating
ministry of the Holy Spirit.

Spiritual growth comes to all of like
mind and practice!

Knowledge (about) God is to be strived
for, however the knowledge (of) God is to
be pursued with all of our hearts for this
will bring about real spiritual growth and
true maturity.

If spiritual growth is going to bea reality
in our lives it is vital that we understand
and appreciate that we are to be people of
the Spirit and not simply people of the
book.

• Don Herbert is minister at the Goonella-
bah, NSW, church.
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BIRTHS

OLIVER (CARTER) Milton and
Anne would like to thank God and
praise him for the safe arrival of
Joel Robert, and to thank our many
friends who have given us prayer
support over the past few months.
ZIELINSKI (CONNING) To George
and Beth on 19 November, adaugh-
ter, Clare Louise. Sister forChristo-
pherand Daniel.

RUBY WEDDING

DIXON—CHAPPELL Roy and Joy
of Unit 17, Green Hills Retirement
Village, The Boulevard, East Mait­
land 2323, are congratulated by
their family on 40 years of married
life. Their wedding was celebrated
at the College of the Bible Chapel,
Glen Iris, on 10 December 1949.
Brian, Bronwen, Catherine, Bren­
dan and Myfanwy; Peter, Karen,
Jonathan, Elizabeth, Timothy and
Benjamin: Trevor; Barrie and
Melissa; and Grace. We wish them
God's blessing as they share a
well-earned retirement together.
Psalm 31:19.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

FINGER—PATTERSON Bill and
Amy. Jarvis (Brisbane) and Glyn-
thea (Dublin) have pleasure in
announcing the Golden Wedding
anniversary of their parents, who
were married at the Annerley
Church of Christ, Brisbane, by
(Rev.) N. Noble on 16 December
1939. Residing at 30 Kenneth St,
Tarragindi, Qld.
STALEY—EVANS Bob and
Dorothy celebrate their 50th wed­
ding anniversary on 9 December
1989. The marriage took place in
1939 at Bambra Rd, Caulfield,
Church of Christ, ministerlate H.M.
Clipstone. Love and best wishes
from Cheryl and Rod, Sandra and
Heinz, Pauline and Peter and 9
grandchildren. Present address
113/562 Burwood Hwy, Vermont
South 3133.
WATERS—DONALDSON Noel
and Bonnie, 4 Eric Fanning Drive,
Batemans Bay, praise the Lord for
his protection and goodness and
for a wonderful family over these 50
years. Married by C.L. Lang,
Ormond, 9 December 1939.

DEATHS

SMITH Jack, in Sydney on 28
October. Eldest son of the late Sid
and Edie (Brodie). Formerly of North
Richmond and Hawthorn. Beloved
husband of Dorothy (Mott) and fa­
ther of Wom’c, Robin, Noel (dec.)
and Michael. Dearly loved nephew
and cousin of Bob and Jean
(Brodie), Graeme, Glenda and
Philip Addicott.

IN MEMORIAM

SEARLE John Edward, 1 Decem­
ber 1988, and Hazel Ann, 23 Octo­
ber 1988. Loved father and step­
mother of Norm (deceased). Re­
membered always by daughter-in-
law Linda, grandsons Geoff and
Brian. God has them in his keep­
ing. We have them in our hearts.

THANKS ]

THOMAS Sincere thanks to all
those who sent cards, phone calls
and visits to me since my illness. It
will take time, but my faith and so
many praying for me, I know I'm
going to be cured.—Holley Tho­
mas, Kangaroo Flat.

FLATMATE WANTED

HAWTHORN To share comfortable
flat in Hawthorn with 36-year-old
bachelor. Share expenses. Phone
Paul on (03) 819 3349 or (BH) 419
1459.

FOR SALE

RONEO DUPLICATOR VS350.
Also collectors item Roneo 500
(approximately 55 years old). Still
working. Contact (03) 580 6224.

ORGAN WANTED

FAIR Fl ELD (NS W) church requires
organ. Electronic or similar is pre­
ferred, in good condition. Please
phone Mrs E. Wladysiuk on (02)
724 5156.

TO LET

CALOUNDRA, SUNSHINE
COAST, Queensland 2 bedroom
units. 2 minutes walk from Kings
Beach. Rates from $130 p.w. off
season to $390 p.w. holiday sea­
son. Phone (071) 91 7454.
HOUSEBOAT “White Heron" 10
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA
Phone (08) 380 5009 or (085) 40
5100 or write PO Box 65, St Agnes
5097.

BUILDERS

IAN & LA. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations—
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.

HOLIDAYS

GRAMPIANSSUNRISEHOLIDAY
UNITS Modern FSC 2 BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone (053) 56 6300
MACAUSTER LODGE For your
next family or group weekend en­
joy true Australian nature at its fin­
est. Situated at Lake Glenmaggie,
Central Gippsland, bordering the
high country wilderness. Michelle

and Dave Sanders cater for groups
ranging from families to youth or
seniorcitizens. You can enjoy many
of our organised sport or bush ac­
tivities or just do your own thing.
Groups of 8-15 people, Friday

evening to Sunday evening $80 all
inclusive of accommodation, meals.
Includes transport to and from if
required. Please do not hesitate to
contact us for further information
on (03) 786 6001 (AH).

Semicms sat Swanstosi
Street

< .(/ Several sets of outstanding expository
sermons are now available for purchase.

These include:
An Exposition of Hebrews (12 tapes) $36 (plus

postage)
The Challenge of Islam (3 tapes) $9.30
Israel's Past, Present and Future (3 tapes) $8.30
The Lord's Prayer (4 tapes) $13

plus many others
Enquiries and/or orders are available through the

church office, 194 Little Lonsdale Street,
Melbourne 3000, or phone (03) 663 3884/5

1990 DOOR WAY TOURS
AVAILABLE FOR YOU

CHURCH OF CHRIST SAVINGS ON OUR CRUISE ALLOTMENTS

FAIRSTAR CRUISE 31 9 MARCH, 10 NIGHTS
Visiting Vila, Mystery Isle, Isle of Pines, Noumea. Save 10% “A, B
Decks"

SEA PRINCESS CRUISE 4 25 MARCH, 14 NIGHTS
Visiting Brisbane, Noumea, Vila. Suva, Lautoka. Save $800 per
couple ($400 each) Outside cabins

FAIRSTAR CRUISE 39 16 JUNE, 14 NIGHTS
Visiting Vila, Dravuni Is., Suva, Lautoka, Mystery Is., Noumea. Save
10% “A, B Decks" Book early—limited berths available

OTHER SPECIAL TOURS
DOOR WAY TO AUTUMN LEAVES EX MEL. 2 APRIL

Wonderful 5-day tour of autumn magic visiting Beechworth, Bright,
Harrietville, Omeo, Ovens and Kiewa Valleys. Staying at colonial
Snowline Hotel. All meals except 1. Share twin $365

DOOR WAY TO MURRAY EX MEL, 30 APRIL
Choice of 5 tours

Discover the romance,scenic beauty and history of the Murray on our
13-day tour from the mountains to the river mouth. Return by Adelaide
and Mt Gambier
• Full tour. Share twin $1048
• Tour 2: Melbourne, Khancoban, Murray to Mildura. 7 days Share

twin $571
• Tour 3: Melbourne, Mildura, Murray, Goolwa, Adelaide Melbourne.

8 days. Share twin $722
• Tour 4: Same as 2 plus Coonawarra cruise from $1138
• Tour 5: Coonawarra cruise plus Tour 3 from $1184

DOOR WAY TO OBERAMMERGAU
Tour Leader Graham Chambers

31 DAYS MAY 1990

Wo have tickets for the opening performance of the Passion
Play (with two grades of accommodation)
Our 50-seater coach restricted to 36 passengers
Departs Tuesday, 15 May, visiting Amsterdam, Rothenburg, Pas­
sion Play, Salzburg, Vienna Venice, Assisi, Rome, Florende, Nice,
Interlaken, Lucerne, Loire Valley, Paris, London. First class hotels
more meals sightseeing and many extras that are often optional on
other tours. Tour cost from $6259 share twin. Don't delay and miss
out on this wonderful tour. Optional return to Australia

Details from Graham or Yvonne

DOOR WAY TO FLINDERS RANGES AND SA EX MEL 1 OCTOBER
10 days of spring magic visiting Flinders Ranges, Barossa Valley,
Adelaide, cruising Murray rnoulh’ Hahndorf and Grampians. Share
twin SRQQ r

34 Railway Avenue, Ringwood East 3135
Lie. No. 30654 PO Box 121. Phone (03) 870 1711 Fax No. (03) 879 6868
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by Peter Holden

reminder of all God's people celebrat- \
ing the birth of Christ at Christmas din­
ner tables right around the world.

The bowl was also to be a reminder of
God's people who had little to celebrate at
Christmas time because they were caught
up in war, famine, or the desperate traps of
poverty and oppression.

40 Years of Learning
through the Christmas Bowl

The vision of one person 40
years ago gave birth to the Christ­
mas Bowl.

The Rev. Frank Byatt, a Presby­
terian minister, caught a vision of 

Charity
The way to do this seemed clear: to

simply transfer the resources of food and
money to those people. The reason for
doing it also seemed clear. It was an ex­
pression of Christian charity.

As time went on it was soon learned that
charity was not enough if it meant simply
transfering resources from the rich to the
poor. Charity was seen to create depend­
ence, destroy initiative and contribute little
towards changing the situations that
caused human need. So a new dimension
came about—development.

Development
Development was understood as help­

ing people to help themselves. This new
thinking and new language led to new
ways of acting, such as the transfer of
technology, training, health care, experi­
mental farming, credit unions and rice
banks.

With a new emphasis on development
came an examination of the Bible. It was
not hard to find a parable where Jesus told
the people that talents are not to be hidden

in the ground but used wisely and to the
full. In the parable God rewards people
who use the resources they have been
given.

The shift from charity to development
also provided a good opportunity for
deeper analysis of the causes of poverty.
Those causes did not have their roots in
people who were somehow less fortunate
but were in unjust political and economic
systems that favour some people with
power while others are oppressed.

What is the benefit of breeding new
strains of rice or maize or wheat if some­
one puts a fence around the field and says,
"The land is mine, get out"? What is the
point of educating people if their new tal­
ents are being exploited to make the rich
even richer?

Action for Justice
As the understanding of human suffer-

ingbegan to change, so the response had to
change. If injustice was the cause, chang­
ing unjust social structures was the an­
swer.

The battleground had shifted. Thecauses
of human suffering were not only to be
found where the victims were. The privi­
leged and the systems that supported privi­

lege were part of the problem. The
battleground was in the privileged
countries and issues had to be ad­
dressed in that society for the sake
of all. Education for development
is a process that enables not only
the understanding of global reali­
ties but also action on them in this
part of the world for the sake of all
God's people.

These evolving understandings of
howto respo nd as part of God's fam­
ily to the rest of God's family should

not lead anyone to think that simple char­
ity was an inappropriate response; nor
that development was too simplistic and
outmoded by action for justice. There are
certain situations where charity is the only
possible expression of love and concern.
Sometimes development is the only way
to act. Sometimes the only thing that will
help is action for justice. At times all three
responses are needed.

Partnership
The new insight that the Christmas Bowl

has given in the past few years has been
that noneof these ways of acting are enough
by themselves.

No action in response to God's family is
adequate if it is simply done for other
people. The insight and challenge of the
1980s calls for partnership with God's
people.

Partnerships strive for equality. Part­
nerships seek to honour peoples' rights to
decide for themselves what their needs are
and how their needs are best met. In part­
nership we share our common humanity
and our common faith as we share re­
sources.

• Peter Holden, a minister of the Uniting
Church in Australia, is the Director of the
Commission of World Christian Action of
the Australian Council of Churches.

Les Lawlor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Co^?lJ°b PneCQ°2nior^y
types of buildings—anywhere. Every thi g
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on r00.s .zL-iawn pests infact,
ants—"white ants”-borers-carpet pests-lawn pests,
any pest that grows, walks or flies. __

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St, Townsville
Phone (08) 43 9636 _

INTEGRA
INTRODUCTIONS
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Assisting Christian Singles
PO Box 240,

World Trade Centre 3005
Phone: (03) 629 2323
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