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Exciting things are happening at Southport, Qld.

• The ministry team has been increased and includes the following: Noel Newton, senior minister, David
Capuano and David Eagling, pastoral ministers, David Murray and Shirley Condon, youth ministry, and
Patricia Schmidt, office secretary.

• The new church complex, opened in Ju ne 1988,
cost$l m and the outstanding debt is only $150,000.
The chapel seats 700 and is comfortably full most
Sunday mornings.

• During March there were 22 decisions and 13
rededications.

® Junior youth ministry has taken up the chal­
lenge of ministering to children who otherwise
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Shaping Uhe Choreh for the
Twerty=flrst Century

by Donald Stewart

As we draw to the close of the 20th
century of the Christian era we are drawn
to speculate as to what the new 21st cen­
tury will hold for the church. Humanly
speaking, the church totters on the edge of
existence as it is always one generation
from extinction. From the divine perspec­
tive, Jesus said, "I will build my church."
He also indicated that he will come again
to take the church to himself so that where
he is the church is also.

Looking forward then, on the proviso
that God does not wind up the cosmos, 1
think it is valuable to look at the forces
already in place that will shape the new
century about to break upon us. It is im­
portant to take a global view because
experience has shown the swiftness by
which ideas are transmitted around the
globe.

Militant Fundamentalism
I suspect there is no force so aggres­

sively poised for action as that of the mili­
tant fundamentalists of a range of relig­
ious beliefs. Militant fundamentalist Is­
lam, Judaism, Hinduism, Shinto, Bud-
dhismand Christianity are all demonstrat­
ing the power of religion in the world. It is
a dangerous force, with which the world
may have to deal, and religious war must
not be left out of contention.

In considering this issue we ought not to
ignore the forces of militant agnosticism
and atheism. The world is already begin­
ning to feel the shock of such militant
fundamentalist movementsas those in Iran,
Israel, Libya and parts of the United States.

Denomlnatlonless Christianity
We are presently watching the emer­

gence of new churches of Latin America,
China, Russia and black Africa. These
churches have turned their backs on the
European basis for the denominational
divisions within the church. The new divi­
sions that are emerging tend to be of a
different kind and for different reasons
than those which European culture im­
posed on the church.

Within Western Christianity, with its
move towards multicultural societies, the
meaningless of denominational divisions
is apparent already. People choose a church
to worship in for pragmatic reasons raiher
than for a denominationally correct doc­
trinal position.

What is also exciting is the growing con­
tact with and impact of the Eastern Ortho­

dox churches. The old division of the East­
ern Orthodox and Rome is at last being
confronted afresh and there is a growing
need to look again at the question of what
constitutes spirituality within the church.

Survival Theology
The depletion of the world's non-re-

newable resources, together with the in­
creasing demand for more and more re­
sources in a world with a greatly increased
population and changing climatic condi­
tions, is going to impose a need to think
through our situation. This in turn will
raise the need to speak the Word of the
Lord to that new situation. This will cause
the development of survival theology.
Survival theology will be about the sur­
vival of civilisation and the role of the
church in that survival. I do not believe it
will be about the survival of the church,
although one could expect that the issue
will be raised, with results similar to those
achieved by the now largely forgotten
"death of God" controversy of the 1960s.

Church Unity
Thefacingofthecommonproblemswill

tend to drive the various parts of the church
together much more at the grass roots
level, with the church hierarchies becom­
ing less and less important. This move­
ment will tend to leave the "ecumenical
movement" high and dry. Increasingly it
will be seen historically to have played an
important part in breaking down the bar­
riers in the early stages. The church may
well experience a new outbreak of pente-
costalism around the middle of the cen­
tury if the pattern of the past is repeated.
As in each previous appearance of this
phenomenon, the form it takes has been
different each time, so it is not possible to
predict the next form other than that it will
tend to break up the established formal­
ism.

The church has always been an exciting
place to be working out the issues of soci­
ety as a response to the Lord of the church,
Jesus Christ, and in the new century it
appears to be shaping up to be both excit­
ing and traumatic. 1 seem to see ahead
occasions for great joy but also for more
suffering. Faith and faithfulness, hope and
self-sacrificing love, in an increasingly
pragmatic world, will be essential.

• Don Stewart is President of Federal
Conference and Executive Director of the
Social Service Department in Queensland
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Southpod Moves Ahead)
• continued from page 1

would go home to an empty
house. Schools have given per­
mission for buses to pick up the
children after school and par­
ents collect the children about
5.30. 120 children are minis­
tered to two afternoons a week.

° A new challenge is the new
college of advanced education

directly opposite. The senior
minister, Noel Newton is the
college chaplain and spends
three lunch hours a week on
campus.

° A new venture, High Road,
has been a great success. Whea­
ton College operates a wilder­
ness-based educational pro­
gram in Wisconsin, USA. Its
objectives include thedevelop- 

Noel Newton with Reg and Edna Johnson

Easter Camp at Camp Brwin
Friday morning was time to

board the catamaran for Mag­
netic Island off the coast from
Townsville, Qld. Campers
were excited to be underway at
last. Campers this year came
from Mackay, Charters Tow­
ers, Brisbane and a large
Townsville contingent.

Guest speaker this year,
Graham Sercombe from Bris­
bane, led campers through a
series of studies "Living in the
Third Dimension". Many were
refreshed and touched by the
Holy Spirit. Campers werealso
inspired by the music and songs
presented by Andrew Kerr
from Brisbane.

While the studies were in
progress the children were
involved in their own program.
This included making their
own puppets and presenting a 

puppet showon Monday after­
noon. The children's program
was organised and run by
Doug and Claire White of
Townsville.

One of the camp highlights
was the Saturday night mini
Olympics. From the time the
Olympic flame was kindled to
the presenting of medals a fan­
tastic time of laughter and bad
sportsmanship was had by all.

On the Sunday morning a 6
am sunrise communion serv­
ice was held on the beach. The
service was a special time of
focussing on the risen Lord.
Breakfast of fish and rolls were
enjoyed after the service.

Sunday evening the camp
held a combined rally with the
Baptist camp.

—Sue Matthews

High Road participants (front, I to r) Julia McCullough,
Alison CoIyar, Ken Kallsch*, Julia Mildren, Noel Newton
(minister), Brett Ridley, John Mahony*, (rear) John Ruther­
ford, Nall Moxey, Steve Scott, Brad Otto (* instructors)

ment of Christian maturity and
leadership skills. Seven men
from Southport have experi­
enced this exciting educational
process, including past
chairman, Ross Franks, and
youth minister, David Murray.
The vision of these men has led
the church to commit itself to
four High Road expeditions in
Australia during 1989. The first
expedition in February was
successfully completed by 11
participants.

Each 14-day program ven­
turing into the Australian wil­
derness requires averagefitness
and no prior experience is nec­
essary.

• 21 people from the church
are now at Bible colleges in
Australia and New Zealand
and a church scholarship fund
has distributed S6,500 to help
with college fees.

» Seven people are planning
to be part of "Love Europe" in
July 1989 and Noel and Tricia
Newton are organising a tour
to Israel and Oberammergau
in June 1990.

• New caretakers of the
church complex areDarryl and
Sharon Tobler, who live in
"Johnson Lodge", named for
Reg and Edna Johnson, who
owned the building, now relo­
cated to the new church site.

HIGH ROAD AUSTRALIA
High Road is about the wilderness and about
building your relationship with God. If you
want to be challenged and are of average
fitness, send for information. No experience
necessary. Cost is $590.
Course dates: 16 June—1 July

8 Sept-23 Sept
13 Oct-28 Oct

[Australia]

Write to: HIGH ROAD
AUSTRALIA
PO Box 974
SOUTHPORT 4215

I would like information about High Road.
Name...
Address
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,kL;u'E
Michael and lan Cartmel

Bruce and Joy Bunn, Kevin and
Florence Turner and Marj
Watson.

Then after a time of sharing
over lunch the members ad­
journed to the Red Hill church
where Ian Cartmel conducted
the baptism of his eldest son,
Michael.

The moving service was
shared with 60 others who also
joined in the glorious singing
with music supplied by Glenys,
Michael's mother.

This is the first baptism from
the Mornington congregation.
Mornington says, "Thank you
Lord."March was yet another spe­

cial month in the life of the
Mornington, Vic, congregation.
In particular 12 March was an
inspiration!

First, during the worship
service the church was de­
lighted to welcome to the fel­
lowship Ross and Jean Miller,
Ray and Barbara Morgan,
Debbie Colliver, Paul Barker,

Pleaso adviso us of your
change of adrass.

; NEW HOPE
I CAN BE YOURS s

DIAL (03) 11610 =(Nunawading C of C)

sion found it necessary to dis­
continue funding for the train­
ing centre, even though they
were very satisfied with the
way it was run.

For a further year after the
closure of the centre the O'Deas
followed up previous gradu­
ates to see how they were put­
ting their skills to use. The fam­
ily will now go back to W A and
will be involved in some depu­
tation work.

Doug and Cathy O'Dea and
their children Amanda,
Cameron and Sarah, completed
their mission service with the
Churches of Christ in Papua
New Guinea at the end of
March 1988. The O'Dea family
were based at Momonup on
the Keram River and served in
the role of agricultural adviser
for the Momonup Training
Centre. However, because of a
shortage of funds World Vi-

A chance to hear three great preachers who are all
senior ministers of three of the largest churches in

Victoria speak on this relevant theme.
8.30 am 9.30 am 11.00 am

Fankston Church of Christ
130 Cranboume Road

Frankston 3199.
Phone (03) 783 3235 or (03) 781 1371

Creche—Heating—Fellowship
Music and Worship

on a Great Theme
THE SPIRIT AT WORK IN

THE CHURCH
on three Sunday mornings

in May
Service times—8.30 am 9.30

am 11.00 am

7 May Ted Keating
14 May Geoff Rowcroft (Berwick Reg. C of C)

(Pentecost Sunday)
21 May Dr Lew Born (Doncaster C of C)

Allan Avery °
invites you to near °

THREE GREAT PREACHERS °o

O’Deas Return Home

10.30 am

7.30 pm

12.15 pm

1.30 pm

Christian Women’* Fellowship
_. , 103rd Conference
Clunles Ross Conference Centre

191 Royal Parade, Parkville
Thursday 4 May 19«9

Thome—Towards 2000-dur Responsibility

Worship, Soloist
Focus~Mks Dorothy Geyer

Luncl^ro^<^ withia prepaid ticket on)y
YukaS^ ®3) 583 4«1

Speaker: Dr Muriel Porter
Religious Columnist. Historian

& Executive
Speaker: Sister Nicole Rotaru, Mercy Hospice Care

New MomSsfteir for The Paftch
Mike Folland, an exit stu­

dent from the Churches of
Christ Theological College at
Mulgrave, has accepted an
invitation to become The P at ch
church's full-time minister in
1990.

The appointment will be
supported by the Vic-Tas
Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Development.

The Patch church continues
to experience growth, with ac­
commodation being taxed to
the limits on many Sundays.
Plans for extensions are being
considered.
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C©@kmgj lit Up at KeoDor East

Noel Petherbridge serving croissants, bacon and coffee at
a women's Saturday breakfast at East Kellor

Approximately 30 women
met at Keilor East, Vic, to hear
Rosemary Konig, Nuna-
wading, share her family's
experiences when they trav­
elled to far north Queensland
combining long service leave
and voluntary work with Scrip­

ture Union.
The following day, Palm

Sunday, there was a surprise in
store at the morning worship.
During the scripture reading of
Jesus entering Jerusalem, a
young boy rode a very tame
donkey into the chapel. The 

congregation received palm
crosses made by the young
children during their activity
session. At thecloseofthe serv­
ice the congregation joined in a
procession outside, waving
palm branches behind the
donkey. Although it had its
humorous moments, the serv­
ice was moving, as people were
challenged to think of the sig­
nificance of the day. It was the
first time the Victorian Don­
key Association had been
asked to supply a donkey for
such an occasion.

Later in the week on the
Thursday evening families met
to share in the traditional Pass-
over meal. This has become a
yearly event in the life of the
church, organised by Ian
Smith, the minister, and his
wife. In a time of reflection and
celebration, the symbolic mean­
ing of the Passover for Jesus
and his disciples came alive for
those whoattended. During the
Easter services appropriate
music for singing and instru­
ments added to the worship.

Sports News
Two areas of Australian

Sports Ministry were given
nation wide television cover­
age in February. David Lloyd
of Thorpdale, Vic, and King of
the Mountain running cham­
pion was interviewed wearing
his T shirt 'Jesus—The Real
Motivation" on Jack Th-
ompson'sSportsprogram.Paul
Cameron, minister of our Car-
ingbah, NSW, church, the
Sydney Swans chaplain, was
featured on Channel 9's news,
World of Sports and Graham
Kennedy's late night news.

Sports and Leisure Minis­
try has made three new spe­
cific appointments.

Rev George Capsis, the
chaplain to the Cronulla Sharks
Rugby League team, Austra­
lian and Commonwealth Mas­
ters Weightlifting champion
and evangelist, has become
SLM's first full-time sports
evangelist. He is available to
any church wishing to see how
sport might be utilised as an
effective tool for evangelism.

Mo tor racing chaplain Gariy

Coleman has taken on the re­
sponsibility to establish a strong
motor racing ministry Austra­
lia wide and to liaise with the
various state motor racing
chaplains and ministries.

Ron Ross, former sports
editor of Channel 4, Wollon­
gong, now with YWAM (Vic)
has accepted the position of
Sports Media and celebrity
chaplain. Ron has kept contact
with sports media people and
has experience in this field.

Australian Sports Ministry is
part of the Specialised Life-
Oriented Ministries Inc. SLM's
two major areas of ministry are
providing chaplains to profes­
sional sports and a discipleship
encouragement ministry to
sports people who are active
Christians.

Recent additions to the
chaplaincy list are the Brisbane
Bears VFL team (Dean Davis)
and Eastern Suburbs Rugby
League team (Ian Docker),
while a number of National
League Basketball teams are in
the final stages of appointment.
Western Australia's Christian
athleteministiyisbeing headed
up by waterpolo Seoul
Olympian Richard Pengelley.

The 1989 SLM national con­
ference is being held in
Adelaide 6-8 July at St Marks
College will concentrate on
sports ministry training and
studying successful local
church sports ministry mod­
els.

For further information on
aspects of SLM ministries con­
tact Dr Mark Tronson, SLM,
"The Study", 3 Shelley Rd,
Wallacia 2750. Phone (047) 73
8594.

Enjoy God’s creation
in the peaceful surroundings

of
FERN VALLEY
GUEST HOUSE

Balook
Comfortable accommodation,
home cooking, open log fires.

Your hosts: Des, Prue
and Aileen Davidson
Phone (051)96 6141
Grand Ridge Road,

Balook 3971

Churches of Christ Theological
College

invites YOU and your FRIENDS
to a SHORT COURSE on

Christian Mission and Evangelism
presented by

Ron Elbourne
Senior Minister

Glen Waverley Church of Christ
at the

Mulgrave Campus
on Wednesday evenings

10,17, 24,31 May, 7,14 June
7.30-9.30 pm

Course Content:
On the Way—Or in the Way?
Developing an “Invitational Church"
Without a Vision the People Perish
How To Implement Change for Effective Evangelism
Wanted—A Verdict!
A Church on the Grow for People on the Grow

To register contact
Graeme Wlgney on (03) 790 1000
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Power Healing

In February 4,500 Christians
(213 from Churches of Christ)
gathered at the Melbourne,
Vic, Sports and Entertainment
Centre for a four-day confer­
ence on "Power Healing" led
by John Wimber and a team of
200 American Christians from
the Vineyard churches. The
purpose of the conference was
to teach and encourage ordi­
nary Christians to be involved
in thesortofministry that Jesus
demonstrated and which he
said would be continued by
those who followed him. This
ministry involves the healing
of the sick (emotionally and
spiritually as well a s physically)
through prayer and the laying
on of hands.

In our Western culture we
have a natural inclination to
doubtand disbelieve the super­
natural, so teaching is neces-
saiy to break down our resis­
tance and lack of faith in God's
ability to intervene in response
to prayer. The delegates went
home with increased faith and
expectancyinGod'spowerand
their ability to be channels of
God's power.

It is hard to put into words
what the conference meant to
me. God was dealing with us at
a personal level—renewingour
commitment to him, revealing
our sin and wrong attitudes,
changing our preconceptions
and placing new callings on
our lives. The highlights for me
were the address by John
Wimber on social justice and

More Land for
The Queensland Govern­

ment through the Land Ad­
ministration Commission
have agreed to transfer a piece
of land of about5 ha to Queens­
land Social Service Depart­
ment for the Bribie Island Re­
tirement Village. This crown
land will be added to the Re­
serve for Aged Persons of
which the Churches of Christ
in Queensland are the trustees.
This brings the total area of
land for the Bribie Island Re­
tirement Village to about 12 ha
of prime land on the island.

Conference
the response of many people to
dedicate their lives to ministry
to the poor and the final night,
when pastors and leaders dedi­
cated themselves afresh to God
to reach our nation for Jesus by
being available to God in any
way and to see and feel the
power of the Holy Spirit mov­
ing as John Wimber prayed.
The closing worship was an
explosion of joy.

Tobe with5,000 other Chris­
tians for four days was a bless­
ing in itself. The conference
excited us into believing we
could change our nation (or
rather God could, using us).
The reality is that a vast task
lies before us.

The conference was subtitled
"Signs and Wonders and
Church Growth". I have often
wondered, with all the empha­
sis on church growth these
days, why we have not asked
why the fastest growing
churches in the world are those
who minister to signs and
wonders. Are we as a move­
ment going to address this is­
sue or do we only want church
growth through methodologies
that basically allow people to
remain in control of things?
Allowing the Holy Spirit to
reign in our churches can be
scary. I appreciate what the
church growth movement has
done, but in addition let us
simply allow God to be God for
our churches.

—Russell Kilgour

Br0bfe
"The Social Service Department
is most grateful to the Queens­
land government for their fur­
ther provision for the ongoing
development of care facilities
for the aged, which has been
demonstrated by this free-of-
cost transfer of land," Don Ste­
wart,Executive Director of the
Social Service Department,
said. The Social Service Depart­
ment currently has a 30 bed
nursing home, 52bed aged care
hostel, 10 studio units and 68
self-care units in the retirement
village.

Kmgswoodl Lodge Opeming
The Hon. Craig Shenin,

Minister for Family Services in
Queensland, hasagreed to open
the new Kingswood Lodge
Group Home at East Berrinba
on Saturday 15 April at 2.30
pm. The new group home is
specially built by the Queens­
land Social Service Department
to meet the need s of the Logan
City area and features a special
independent living training
unit. Interviews have been held
to select staff for the home,
which is expected to become
operational about the end of
April. In commenting on this
new program in the Division of
Child Care, the Senior Child
Care Director, Malcolm Chan­
dler, said, "This project hasbeen
on the books of the department
for a long time and delays by
the Department of Family Serv­
ices have held us up so it is
good that it is built at last. It
will be a valuable extension to
our work among young people

Hon. Craig Sherrln, Minister
for Family Services and
deacon at Camp Hill church

with behavioural problems."
The new group home is located
adjacent to the Kingswood
Park church and the Logan Gty
Ab original church. Support for
the staff will be given by the
Kingswood Park church.

Branchrout Program Launch
The Hon. Mike Ahem, Pre-

mierof Queensland, has agreed
to launch the Branch-out Pro­
gram, which is the alcohol and
drug rehabilitation program
run by Churches of Christ in
Queensland Social Service
Department. The program, to
be launched on Friday, 5 May
1989 at 3 pm, is the opening of
both the office for the program
in Nambour and the Activities
Training Centre on 19 ha at Te-
wantin near Noosa on the
Sunshine Coast. The program
seeks to be a centre of excel­
lence in the recovery of per­
sons suffering from alcohol and

drug related problems. To this
point the Social Service Depart­
ment has borne all the. costs in
the development of the facili­
ties for the program, which has
been functioning through the
Assessment Centre in Nam­
bour since early February. The
Department is currently seek­
ing funding assistance through
the Queensland government
for the only recognised reha­
bilitation program between
Brisbane and Townsville, a
distance of over 1,000 km. The
Program Director is Bob Wal­
ton and the program is admini­
stered by his wife, Joy.

IAN F. KNIGHT, ll.b., b.com.

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
registered tax agent

onveyanclng, Common Law, Estates & Wills,
laxatlon, Personal Injuries, Business

in rpqt ComPany Law
NORTH FhtS?J 48 MADIGAN DRIVE
PHONE (M^?«Yn3068 GLEN WAVERLEY 3150
• • • .E. I0?.481 0854 PHONE (03) 561 5879
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Melbourne Farm Dy’s Outback Adventure

Rosemary, Sarah, Julia, Paul and Ted Konlg
(Photo courtesy of the Leader Newspaper Group)

Have you ever considered
taking time off to do voluntary
work? Maybe you areplanning
a trip around Australia? Then,
how about combining sightsee­
ing with serving God?

Rosemary and Ted Kdnig
and children of the Nuna-
wading, Vic, church recently
returned to suburbia after six
months in northern Australia
with Scripture Union.

They developed a Christian
puppet and music show, pre­
senting it around the Far North
at numerous State and Catho­
lic schools, Sunday schools and
Christian school clubs. They 

took a piano accordion and
guitar.

Their home was a camper
trailer and the children, Paul
(11), Julia (9) and Sarah(5) did
correspondence lessons.

Highlights included work
with the Churches of Christ
Aboriginal churches at
Mareeba on the Atherton Ta­
blelands with George and
Leanne Radford and at Nor­
manton in the Gulf with Neil
and Ann Ewart; School of the
Air Quest Club, a Sunday
School for outback children as
far away as Cape York and
Thursday Island; leading mu­

sic at a beach mission at Port
Douglas and a SU camp on a
potato farm; camping beside a
river with Aborigines attend­
ing a Christian Aboriginal
Convention (sleeping under
the stars and swimming in the
creek with Aboriginal children
were great experiences); and
fellowship and support from
the Cairns church and minister
Bruce and Cheryl Warwick.

Rosemary and Ted thor­
oughly recommend this com­
bination of tourism and Chris­
tian service

If you would like the Kdnig
family to speak or perform
puppetry for your church or
Sunday School they can be
contacted on (03) 878 5506.

Les Lawtor says...
1 stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—"white ants"—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact,
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636

Brian White
Vic=Tas
Conference
President
for 1990

Brian White is tobecome the
new President-Elect of Vic-Tas
Conference for 1989-90. His
presidential year will begin
following the 1990 conference.

Brian was bom Collie, WA.
He was married to Joan in the
Ararat, Vic, church, following
graduation from the College
of the Bible in 1962. Brian and
Joan have three sons, two of
whom are married, and all of
whom are keenly involved in
the life of the church.

Brian has had ministries At
Norlane, Vic, Telopea, NSW,
Hawthorn, SA, and Caring-
bah,NSW.

Brian and Joan studied mar-
riageenrichmentand familylife
education in the USA as the
Australian Christian Founda­
tion Scholar for 1982 and have
developed a ministry conduct­
ing marriage and parenting
seminars all over Australia.
Brian is currently a field direc­
tor with both the Vic-Tas
Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Development and
the Federal Board of Christian
Education.

In 1984-85 Brian was the
president of NSW Conference
and has served on the Federal
Conference Executive. He was
a board member of the NSW
College and served as a part-
time lecturer for many years.
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Letters are limited to 200
words

DORCAS COMMITTEE
To the Editor,

For the past five years I have
been the Superintendent of the
Churches of Christ Dorcas
Committee and I have become
increasingly impressed with
the comparatively small group
of self-motivated women in this
committee, who work unsel­
fishly for the poorer or less
privileged people in our so-
called affluent society.

Three of the committee
members represent more than
120 years service—Mrs Ivy
Funston, 45 years; Mrs Lorna
Bagot, 37 years; and Mrs Amy
Frith, 40 years. All the other
members have given many
years also to the work of Dor­
cas as well as many women in
the country and in the local
CWF groups. Thousand of
garments have been delivered
to the Kensington Christian
Network, the Caroline Lodge
Women's Refuge in Mentone
and the Royal Women's Hos­
pital, to name a few.

As well as many other ar­
ticles, the Royal Women's
Hospital has taken delivery
over the past year of 140 rugs,
419 baby nighties, 440 knitted
jackets, numerous jumpers and
214 pairs of booties.

All Dorcas work is done for
others, to the glory of God

—Dorothy Quantrelle
(Nunawading, Vic)

LEAVING THE MINISTRY
To the Editor,

It would be unfortunate if
the excellent research by Char­
les Wilson "Leaving the Minis­
try" ("AC" 4 March) draws no 

comment from minister or
congregation. While it is good
for the results of such research
to be statistically presented,
they are no surprise to me. In
over38years of ministry I have
experienced such frustrations
many times.

Ministering now in co-opera­
tion with the Uniting Church I
look forward to the pastoral
visit by the Presbytery Officer.
To share my ministry with him,
and to have him pray for us, is
a real blessing.

The emphasis on numerical
achievement through Church
Growth presents problems to
those whose spiritual gifts do
notincludeadministration.The
work of apostles, prophets,
evangelists and teachers, in
Ephesians 4:11 are assessable.
However, the work of the pas­
tor is not, because it is confi­
dential in nature. And this
causes some conflict at board
level.

As I recall the names and
faces of those to whom 1 have
ministered pastorally, and who,
in some cases years later, have
offered their appreciation, I
realise that my ministry has
been worthwhile. Such com­
ments should be filed under
"Affirmation" to be read when­
ever there is conflict or stress!

—M.D. Keatch
(Dareton, NSW)

CHRISTIANS ON
CAMPUS

To the Editor,
On 1 February I took up my

appointment as Ecumenical
Chaplain with the University
of Melbourne, a churning mar­
ket-place of ideas about life and
living. In this bazaar of beliefs
and styles, the Christian church 

is one of many "stall-holders ,
telling its story in word and act.

In fact, the Christian "stall­
holders" are themselves nu­
merous and quite variegated.
This is no bad thing. In addi­
tion to giving seekers and shop­
pers a degree of choice, it also
helps to keep spirited debate
alive. If all the Christians were
homogeneous, they would be
less interesting, and the debate
could die.

The predominant style is
toward the more conservative
end of the scale, with some
groups taking a strongly fun­
damentalist position. There is
somethingof a gap toward that
end of the scale once vigorously
served by the Student Chris­
tian Movement.

To broaden the range of
choices, it is desirable to have
groups like SCM up and run­
ning with more vigour and 

vitality. But for this to happen,
enthusiasts are needed.

If there are students at Uni­
versity of Melbourne from your
congregation who would fit
that description, and who are
not already with one of the
existing groups, I would ap­
preciate knowing who they are,
especially if they are the kind'
of young people who might
reinvigorate SCM.

My own policy is to be "non­
partisan", to try to be available
as a resource and helper to all
Christian groups. It is out of
this policy that I write. Please
contact me if you know of stu­
dents yet to be contacted by
one of the Christian groups.

—Rev Dr John Bodycomb
Chaplaincy Department
University of Melbourne

Parkville 3052.
Phone (03) 344 7566 (uni­

versity) or 435 6544 (home)

Cwt® Wfioos

ei kanalj
W—V—?—'l—13 CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

Christian Fellowship in a Family Atmosphere
We offer you guest house style accommodation from as low as $30 a day, home­
style cooking. Relax in the mountain playground of Marysville. Experience the
comfort of our fully renovated, fire-proof guest house, including spa

Phone or write to us: CHR[ST|AN COMMUNITY

El Kanan Buxton Rd., Marysville, 3779. (059) 63 3229

“Let Us Pray”
To the Editor,

I am interested in the-way worship leaders get their prayers
started.

Some say, "Let us pray." They mean we are going to pray
anyway, except that it sounds like, "If it's all right with you lot, I
am going to pray."

Some pray-ers thoughtfully add "together" and say, "Let us
pray together." That introduction means at least, "I am going to
Prayer on behalf of us all, and I hope that you will pray along with

The most intriguing introduction is "Shall we pray?" I often
wonder what would happen if someone said, "No!"

Some worship leaders in our church say nothing. They just
raise one hand into the air. I've often wondered if the gesture goes
back to Moses. But as I remember the story from Sunday School
days Moses did no good until he got both hands up. It seems to
work with one hand in our church.
_,r^!l°tthese devices let us know that the time has arrived for
r / r'ii.ecause mostly we do not have a printed order of service.
T” °n the mre occasions that we do, and it is plain to see that we
do^the leader still says, "Let us pray."

mUSt h® more imaginative ways of letting us know that
woirid Lam 8378 that prayer is the next item. I wonder what
praver kuSW the leader launching straight off into
with their r» n 1 'on8 before worshippers stopped fiddling
hymn^ndstart^^op^^fio”^ °T

about as'anfe^T a.brief word on what we are going to pray
EZhX ctl°n'except that some long-winded worship
to "Let us^pray " 6wben would bebetter for him to stick

__Tertius
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CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN VICTORIA & TASMANIA

CHURCH

MUSICAL TALENT

BEING A REASON
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: TREVOR GILES

DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY CARE

MAY 7, 1 989 ° 7 PM
DOORS OPEN AT 6.30 PM

DALLAS BROOKS HALL
VICTORIA PARADE. EAST MELBOURNE
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SEX AND CHRISTIAN LANGUAGE
A Linguist Looks at How Christians Speak about God and Each
Other
From the legal requirement that "the male should include the female" to
the presumption that "children" and "people" are male, to the age-old use
of female words as terms of abuse, our language still successfully puts
women down. Christian language is one of the worst offenders. The
language of hymns and liturgies is among the last linguistic relics of the
era when women had to put up with being "men of God" or "sons' or
"brothers". Much change has occurred in the last 20 years, but it is still
neither sufficient nor widespread enough.
In a new paper published by the Zadok Institute for Christianity and
Society, Dr John Harris discusses sexism in language in general and in
church language in particular. He argues that much change is still
necessary. He warns us, however, that in our eagerness to be fair to
women, there are real dangers in tampering with scripture, which is the
revealed word of God, and particularly in tampering with the descriptions
of God by which God has chosen to reveal himself to us.
The paper, T32 Series 2, Is available from theZadok Institute, Black-
all St, Barton 2600, for $2 plus 80c postage.

a number of years would find them valuable.
Available from Collins-Dove.

—Alan Hermann

SHADOWLANDS
The Story of C.S. Lewis and Joy Davidman
by Brian Sibley (Hodder and Stoughton)

In recent years there has been a plethora of books
published about C.S. Lewis and his theological
understanding. This is particularly true in America.
Shadowlands is basically the script of a BBC tele­
vision film on the tragic story of his love for Joy
Davidman. This film screened on Australian televi­
sion in 1988 and was a very moving film. In this
book Brian Sibley looks at C.S. Lewis and Joy
Davidman’s childhoods and early life. He also
examines, in brief detail, their literary legacies. The
majority of the book concentrates on the relation­
ship that grows between these two Christians, their
marriage, and the struggle they have to cope with
Joy Davidman’s cancer. It is a story of faith that

copes with grief and despair, and is a moving story that is well told.
-CRA

E@@fcs
TWELVE KEYS TO AN EFFECTIVE CHURCH
by Kennon Callahan (Harper and Row) $23.95
(Leaders guide $18.50, Workbook $7.95)
After attending seminars and reading many books on church growth that
all sounded great, but never seemed quite applicable to my church, or the
other churches with which I work, I came across this book. The title is
terrible but the material is excellent. The author makes no attempt to put
forward a sure fire plan forchurch growth that will suit every church. What
he does is to show a church how it can identify its own strengths and
weaknesses and then, by building on those strengths, become more
effective.
A number of aspects of Callahan's approach are particularly refreshing.
Firstly he is not predominantly interested in numerical growth as such.
Growth is seen as a by-product which will usually follow when a church
is being effective in its local community. To quote, "the church should be
more interested in ‘mission than membership' and in 'service rather than
survival'." Secondly, the approach allows each church to design a
program uniquely suited to its resources, its membership and its local
community. Thirdly, it is an essentially practical approach that can be
implemented by any church, small or large. There are no promises of
immediate results or magic short-cuts. Churches are advised to work
through a three to five year program.
Kennon Callahan has served as a successful pastor in a number of
churches in the United States before becoming a full-time consultant, he
has worked with over 1,000 churches and the book represents a
summary of his experience.
The Leaders' Guide and Workbook supplement the main book and
provide helpful direction for the implementation of the local church
program. The short chapter on motivation in the leaders' Guide is brilliant.
These are not books for those with a passing interest in church growth or
those looking for an easy way to increase their numbers. The church that
really wants to be effective and is prepared to put in a sustained effort over

M/Ottn bookstore

Christian Video Library
Movies for Youth. Children, General audiences. Studies by top speakers.

18-26 Canltrtiwy Rd, Hcathmonl Vfc. 729 3777
200 Huntingdale Road. East OaMelgh, Vic. 544 5844

55 Grenfell SVeel Adelaide. SA. 223 4249
2422 Logan Rd. ElgM Mile Plalm. Old. 341 8500

Books * Bibles • Records•Cassettes • Music•Gifts
Discount Prices, Mall & Phone orders welcome. Credit cards accepted.

DII.JIMESf.miiism
tmunmtici

JOHN NEWTON: THE ANGRY SAILOR
by Kay Marshall Strom (Moody Press)
John Newton is famous as the writer of "Amazing
Grace". Asayoung man hecertainly was “a wretch",
an angry sailor who was angry with his fellow crew
members and even angrier with God. How could
God have let all the terrible things that happened to
him occur? He fought and stole and became the
captain of a slave ship with a fearsome reputation.
In this "preteen" (haven't Americans heard of chil­
dren?) biography, which will interest “teens" and
“postteens" as well, we read the incredible and true
story of God’s plans for John Newton and how he
became a great preacher. John Newton meant
every word he wrote in his famous hymn.

—GTA

tYhOanwJrdSm notToVften' WhSn aC“°nS Speak '°Uder
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Water a Pressing Dssye m Zimbabwe
An Australian project review

team which visited Zimbabwe
in 1988 reported that "the most
pressing issue raised by rural
people we met was the urgent
need for water."

Zimbabwe, a country of 9
million, is vulnerable to fre­
quent droughts. Even in good
years only one third of the
country gets enough rainfall for
semi-intensive farming. Mal­
nutrition, especially among
children, is one result.

In the Diocese of Bulawayo,
CADEC,a development agency
of the Roman Catholic Bish­
ops, gives high priority to pro­
viding water. In the past three
years CADEC has helped rural
communities to dig more than
1,500 wells.

Now it has shifted its em­
phasis to building dams and
developing irrigation systems,
including canals and pipelines.
It is also helping to rehabilitate
old irrigation systems which
have fallen into disrepair.

In order for a local commu­
nity to get CADEC support for
a water project, the people must
make a contribution towards

Villagers in Garlya, Bulawayo Diocese, working together to build an irrigation canal

the project in the form of la­
bour, money or building mate­
rials. CADEC helps with tech­
nical advice, materials and, if 

necessary, bulldozers and other
equipment.

CADEC is supported by
Force Ten, a joint program of

the Australian Council of
Churches and Australian
Catholic Relief.

Starts Nine ChurchesRadii® Listener
A listener's letter first alerted

the Far Eastern Broadcasting
Association to the blessings of
God on their Gospel transmis­
sions from Seychelles to
Mozambique. Juma Matola
wrote to the producers of the
Portuguese series 'Words of
Life', "I have given the Gospel
of the Lord Jesus to our com­
munity and we have more than
200 believers."

Norman Brierley, a FEBA
missionary went to Northern
Mozambique to investigate the
story

Juma began preaching in his
home town of Montepuez in
Cabo Delgano Province,
Mozambique, in 1985. His
witness made a great impact
among the local people because
they had known him as a
Moslem.

Juma comes from a Tao
family (a Muslim tribe found
in northern Mozambique, Tan­

zania and Malawi) who settled
in Montepuez in the 1950s. As a
teenager he first heard the
Gospel from FEBA Seychelles
using his father's radio. An ill­
ness took him to hospital in
Tanzania. He sought the help
of a witchdoctor but rejected
the advise given. Hethen spent
time with Islamic teachers.
However he couldn't shake off
the feeling of wanting to know
more about the teachings of
Christ, such as those he'd heard
from the radio.

He stayed in Tanzania for
five years. During this time
Juma met a Christian pastor
from Mozambique who also
knew the Koran. This man was
able to help him understand
the Christian message.

Juma returned to Mozam­
bique in 1983 to study at indus­
trial school. For two years he
helped at theassemblies of God
Church there. After his studies 

were completed he went to his
home town and started the
'Church of Christ' which
crowds into his mud walled
home. Recently he knocked
down one wall to make more
room for the worshippers.

The young church now has
groups of Christians in differ­
ent parts of the Province. The
largestistheMontepuez church
where 170 Christians meet. The
smallest is a group of 20 believ­
ers at Masasa. Each fellowship
has an Anciaos (elder) with
other leaders helping. Juma
visits each congregation once a
month and the number of be­
lievers has grown to over 500
since his first letter to FEBA.

Guerilla warfare continues in
Mozambique and the young
churches in Cabo Delgano are
right in the northern war zone.
Lifeishard forthesepeoplebut
they testify to having found
riches in Christ. Juma has had 

very little training for his work
as a pastor/evangelist, and here
again radio can help in teach­
ing and Bible instruction pro­
grams. "My spiritual develop­
ment has been through FEBA
Radio" he says.

Have you thought of helping

‘•The Australian Christian”
In Its ministry among

Churches of Christ?

Why not Include us In your will?

The following wording could be used
in your will:
I give and bequeath $........(or a
percentage of the total estate) to
“The Australian Christian", the na­
tional journal of Churches of Christ
In Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and tes­

tamentary expenses.
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Five monasteries are to be
returned to the Russian
Orthodox Church this year.
Keston College reports that
this will bring the total of
monasteries released to 7.

The US ranks first among
8 Industrialised nations
In the number of children
living In poverty. Accord­
ing to a recent study
17.1% of US children live
In families whose income
falls below the official
government poverty line,
which was $5,784 for a
family of 3 In 1979. Aus­
tralia’s child poverty rate
ranked 2nd In the study
with 16.9%, followed by
the UK with 10.7%, Can­
ada with 9.6%, West Ger­
many with 8.2%, Norway
with 7.6% and Sweden
and Switzerland with
5.1%.

Poor people give more of
their money to charity than
rich people do is the con­
clusion of a survey com­
missioned by the Independ­
ent Sector, a non-profit US
coalition of 650 corporate,
foundation and volunteer
organisations. The survey
found that people donating
the highest proportion of
their incomes to charities
are members of low to
moderate income families,
church goers and rural
residents.

The 2 Operation Mobili­
sation missionaries Im­
prisoned In Nepal (“AC"
18 Feb) have been set free
after the Judge decided
that they had no case to
answer because they
were not guilty of prose­
lytising and causing dis­
turbance.

Studies in the US have
shown that suicide by
women who have had an
abortion is fourtimeshigher
than the general rate for
women.

The Christian Broadcast­
ing System in Seoul,
South Korea, has begun
airing a program of dally
Bible readings for listen­
ers In North Korea and
China. It Is believed to be
the first time the Bible
has been read over North
Korean airwaves.

More than 200 raised their
hands in response to an
invitation to become Chris­
tians when American astro-
nautCol James Irwin spoke
to a mainly non-Christian
audience in the Central
Baptist Church in Moscow.
The previous day's TV
news had announced the
meeting and thousands of
non-believers came.

About 7 million women
will die In childbirth be­
tween now and the turn
of the century unless
urgent measures are
taken to check maternal
deaths In theThlrd World,
a recent World Health
Organisation booklethas
warned.

Sudan’s efforts to create a
transitional government
and peace after years of
civil war have been stalled
by influential Muslim offi­
cials who say they will not
join in a new government if
Sharia or Islamic law is not
implemented.

Bibles are no longer tax
exempt in the US. A re­
cent decision by the
Supreme Court ruled that
laws In 15 states which
exempt the Bible from
sales tax violate the law
of separation of church
and state.

The latest figures on world
distribution of literature
reveal that in 1983 (the
latest year available)
Mickey Mouse was read in
more languages than any
other work. The cartoon
series rates 284 transla­
tions, followed by 276 trans­
lations of Lenin, and 262
for Agatha Christie. The
Bible is the world's 4th most
translated work with 219
versions. Pope John Paul
II comes dose with 198
translations.

In 10 months last year
more than 70 had been
arrested In 8 Turkish cit­
ies for suspected partici­
pation In Christian activi­
ties. These Included 15
arrested at a Christian
wedding celebration In
Ankara In early October
and Included the bride
and groom. 4 of those
arrested were released

when It was discovered
that they were not of the
Christian faith.

Bible Translations on Tape
has produced the first True
production model" of the
Crankassette, a spring
powered tape player that
needs no disposable bat­
teries. The unit is powered
by a no-maintenance bat­
tery that is recharged each
time the device is played.
30 seconds of winding
tensions a spring for more
than 8 minutes of unat­
tended playback time.

An estimated 3 million
Muslims now live In the
US making Islam the third
largest religious force In
North America.

Pro-Life Japan reports that
for every live birth in Japan
there are 3 abortions, total­
ling more than 5 million per
year.

The World Health Organi­
sation estimates that at
least 10,000 per year aro
killed In the Third World
by pesticides, many of
whose Ingredients are
banned in the West.

Prison Fellowship Minis­
tries in the US has named
Benigno Aquino to receive
posthumously its first an­
nual William Wilberforce
award. The award will be
given each year to honour
an individual who models
practical Christianity in
tackling societal problems
and injustices.

The Old Overseas Mis­
sion & Aborigines & Is­
landers Boards are hold­
ing an "Operation World
2000” missionary camp
19-21 May at the Salva­
tion Army camp site In
Caloundra. Registrations
from D. Eagling at 187
Vendale Ave, Moorooka
4105, or K. Tedford at 3
Basswood St, Algester
4115.

76 Israeli rabbis have or­
ganised to protest human
rights violations, notably
against Palestinians, in the
Occupied Territories. The
creation of the Rabbinic
Human Rights Watch is a
response to the anguish

brought on by months of
violent clashes between
Palestinians and Israeli
armed forces.

The SA Council of
Churches Io prooentlng
"Building Ono World:
Churches, Refugees end
Migrants 1948-1988” an
exhibition that examines
the continuing response
of Australian churches to
the needs of Immigrants
and refugees 10 April to
28 May. The exhibition Is
being held at the Forum
Gallery In the Migration
Museum, 82 Kfntore Ave,
Adelaide. The Museum Is
open 10-5 Monday to
Friday and 1-5 at week­
ends and public holidays.

Two kidnapped American
missionaries in Columbia
were released on 12 March
after 2 months of captivity.
They were released un­
harmed, apparently after
convincing their captors
that they were not narcot­
ics agents.

An analysis of the hotel
bills of the participants In
the National Religious
Broadcasters Confer­
ence In Washington,
USA, last year showed
that80% of delegates had
watched an X-rated
movie In their room.

American evangelist Pat
Robertson has dreamed up
a novel way to take relig­
ious broadcasts deep into
inaccessible jungles and
remote Third World vil­
lages. He plans to para­
chutehundreds of little solar
powered television receiv­
ers down to people and then
broadcasthis program, The
700 Club, by satellite to
them.

The Inter-church Council
of Men’s Societies of SA
held its 30th anniversary
service on 4 April at the
Grote St Church of Christ
when the speaker was the
Roman Catholic Arch­
bishop of Adelaide Le­
onard Faulkner.

Nikoll Troshani, believed to
be the only surviving Ro­
man Catholic bishop in
Albania, has been freed
from captivity after 14

years, according to a re­
port from Keston College.
It has also received word of
the death in a labour camp
of Peter Meshkalla, an 87
year old Jesuit who had
spent more than 25 years
in Albanian prisons.

Franco Scluto, President
of the International Ex­
ecutive of Amnesty Inter­
national, Io speaking at a
special Interdenomina­
tional service being held
at St Silas, Albert Park,
Melbourne at 7.30 pm on
30 April.

Two families from opposite
ends of New Zealand have
joined to plant a new Asso­
ciated Church of Christ in
Cromwell. Darrel and Cindy
Boyd shifted to Cromwell
from Mataura in Southland
and were joined by Quinn
and Becky Schipper from
Auckland.

Soviet Pentecostals are
receiving permission to
emigrate from the USSR
after a 10 year campaign.
Keston College reports
that over 2,000 Pente­
costals have left the
USSR to seek refugee
status In the USA, Can­
ada and Australia.

World Vision's office in East
Beirutin Lebanon has been
hit by shelling, the first time
in the 14 years of conflict
An incendiary bomb also
landed a direct hit on the
home of a World Vision
Lebanon staff member.
Both husband and wife
were seriously injured and
are in hospital. The Chris­
tian community in Lebanon
is under a virtual siege with
the heavy artillery bom­
bardment almost non stop.

The next Old CWF rally is
being held at the Rose­
wood church (36 Albert
St) on 3O.May, commenc­
ing with morning tea at
10 am. The speaker will
be Mrs Betty Foster from
the USA.

Missionary Aviation Fellow­
ship’s training plane, a
Cessna Turbo 206, was
stolen from the Redlands
Airport, California. There is
a high probability that the
theft is dreg related.
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Ktews
Easter Camp

Ken Salmon leading a small group at camp

"Who is God's Spirit?" and
"How do we live by the Spirit?"
were some of the questions
raised at a recent Easter camp
organised by the Vic-Tas
Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Development. The
camp was held at Shoreham on
Victoria's Westernport Bay and
was directed by Gordon
Buxton (Glen Waverley).
Andrew Ball led the studies on
the theme "Spiritual Mega­
bytes." Campers were encour­
aged to share in small groups
and reflect on how God's Spirit
had worked in their own lives.
The camp culminated in a
worship experience which left
them highly motivated and
committed to living their lives
for God's glory.

Carnegie Singles Use Getting Along

Alice Campbell and Norma Hall studying Getting Along

The Whole-in-One singles
group from the Carnegie, Vic,
church had been meeting for
coffee and chat nights and so­
cial events, but the group's co­
ordinator, Anne Spoelder, had
felt for some time that a num­
ber of people within the group
were also looking for some­
thing deeper than the times of
fellowship and friendship. In­
viting these people to church at
this stage was not the answer.
Some had had "bad experi­
ences" in other churches. To
others the idea of attending
church was strange and unfa­
miliar.

Anne and Norma Hall, the
ministerat Carnegie, discussed
using a series of studies in an 

informal small group setting,
to provide challenge, interest
and enjoyment, as well as look­
ing at the scriptures for some
answers.

It was decided to use the
booklet Getting Along, a series
of five studies on relationships,
written by Brian White and
produced by the Federal Board
of Christian Education.

Eight singles participated
meeting once a week for eight
weeks. Several leaders were
used for their knowledge and
experience, depending on the
chapter being studied. Those
involved in leadership were
from within the congregation
at Carnegie and the student
body at the Churches of Christ

Theological College.
Each study affected members

in different ways. At times they
brought back memories (some­
times painful), they presented
a challenge, occasionally they
were threatening, but always
participation was excellent as
people began to open up and
share life's experiences with
one another. As a result a close
bond formed as group mem­
bers were encouraged to grow.

Anne believes that Getting
Along was an ideal study to use
in a group setting. She says: "I
thoroughly recommend Getting
Along for anyone who is in­
volved indevelopingand main­

taining the wonderful, though
at times frustrating, area of
human relationships! Each
chapter is relevant and easy to
"digest." I was impressed with
the way Brian links all that he
has written with God's word.
This makes the scriptures all
the more relevant to today's
times and my own life. I intend
to go through the studies again
during this year, hopefully at­
tracting some new faces from
our singles group."

Getting Along is available
from the Federal Board of
Christian Education, 52 La
Trobe St, Melbourne 3000.
Phone (03) 662 2377.

PEDIGREE MOTORS
GUARANTEED

USED CARS
658 CANTERBURY RD., SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to ‘TRADE IN”

let TED GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the
benefit of long experience in the trade.

ADVICE FREELY GIVEN
Phone (03) 898 9391 or A.H. 878 4807

Great Range of Cars—medium priced range
PHONE NOW

“TELL YOUR FRIENDS” lm.c.t,4376
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Eye Cross Over a Fiirsft m Afriica Sudan
MlracDe
Needed

A miracle is needed in south­
ern Sudan to prevent 250,000
from starving to death in the
next three months. World Vi­
sion ''Australia executive
director, Philip Hunt, believes
the miracle can happen as des­
perate efforts are made to get
100,000 tonnes of food into the
war ravaged region.

The relief effort will include
medical supplies, tents and
blankets transported by truck
and air.

The need is as desperate as
any famine situation in recent
times and it requires an imme­
diate response. A top level
agreement has paved the way
for the massive relief effort to
help an estimated 500,000 starv­
ing people in southern Sudan.

Appeals have been made to
both sides of the conflict to si­
lence their guns for a month of

Dr William Wilson, a Chris­
tian Blind Mission doctor
working in Sierra Leone, re­
cently completed one of the
most unusual eye operations
ever performed in West Africa.
He operated on a man from the

neighbouring country of
Guinea who was blind in the
left eye from uveitis (which
causes retinal damage) and
blind in the right eye from a
damaged cornea.

Performing a bilateral cor-

Chinese Bibles for
the Under Forties

History was made on Easter
Sunday in China when the first
Chinese simplified script Bible
was dedicated at varies centres
throughout China.

Earlier Bibles printed in
China were in the traditional
form of writing and, while
familiar to older Christians,
often cannot be understood by
young people.

The Amity Printing Co Ltd,
in partnership with the United
Bible Societies,has printed and
distributed 35,000 copies of a
first print run of 100,000 of this
new Bible, ordered by the
China Christian Council.

The new Bibles have been
distributed in Shanghai,
Hangzhou and other major
cities in Jiangsu Province.

A further 300,000 copies of
the same edition, 100,000 cop­
ies of a pocket sized edition
and 100,000 copies of a pocket
sized New Testament and
Psalms will be printed by the
end of this year.

To date the Union Version
Bible, in traditional script, was
the only Bible available to the
Christian people but, although
it is a Bible older Christians
know and love, there has been
considerable demand from the
youth of China for a simplified
script version.

A production target of half a
million simplified script Bibles
will add to the 634,994 Union
Version Bibles printed since the
establishment of the printing
press in late 1987.

neal transplant, Dr Wilson took
the good cornea from the left
eye and grafted it on to the
right eye. He grafted the bad
cornea from the right eye on to
the left eye.

The operation was a success
and a very happy patient left
with sight restored and prais­
ing God.

Dr Wilson is based at the
Lunsar Eye Hospital and is
currently completing a research
project on corneal ulcers. He is
also training nurses to travel
throughout Sierra Leone and
neighbouring countries treat­
ing eye disorders.

tranquillity during which food
supplies could be transported
into the famine affected regions.

World Vision has dispatched
33 trucks into Sudan carrying
about 330 tonnes of maize.

World Vision Australia has
started a Sudan Famine Ap­
peal. Donations can be made
by calling (008) 033 112 or by
sending them to the Sudan
Famine Appeal, GPO Box
9944, Melbourne 3000.

Recommend “The
Australian Christian”

J VISITING CANBERRA?
0 Stay with a Church Family £
| A number of Canberra church families offer accommoda-1
■ tlon In their homes at basic bed and breakfast ratesto help n
■ raise funds for "Home Mission” extensions In the ACT. .
> If you would like to enjoy friendly "one of the family" hospitality ■
I in Canberra write for particulars to: b
I Pat & Warwick Wright
128 Kldston Crescent,
| CURTIN 2605
| Phone (062)81 3088

Barbara Kennedy
6 Sharp Place,
MELBA 2615
Phone (062)581360

Advance bookings appreciated
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a tea before the
service. Many new contacts have been
made through this activity. Every month
the young adults alternating with the
young people are responsible for the eve­
ning service. Among the young people
there are many musicians who use their
talents in the service.

Cell groups are proving very popular,
and much growth has resulted through
these also. There are now five groups
meeting weekly for praise, Bible study and
support for each other. They are a major
factor in the church's vibrancy and life.

Youth work is important. There is an
after-school ministry to encourage young
people serious about learning about Jesus
Christ on Wednesdays and on Friday
nights there are more social activities. A 

Morning services are held at 10 am (with
a prayer time before at 9.15) and there is
also an evening service. The evening serv­
ices are a real feature at Swan Hill, with
about half the participants young people.
Every two months there is a special guest
evening service, when members invite their

guests to

Swan Hill is a lovely town on the Victo­
rian side of the Murray River with a popu­
lation of about 10,000. It is primarily a
tourist town, the major attraction being the
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement.

The Swan Hill church has modern ap­
pealing facilities, including a good sized
hall added in 1980 to a brick chapel from
the 60s. Bright and
well designed it is
an attractive and
useful building.

The member­
ship of 115 plus
20-30 Christiansin
fellowship means 
an active membership of around 150
and an average of 100 communicants each
Sunday. The members are drawn mostly
from the town and include a substantial
number of people in most age groups.
There is a sizeable Sunday school and CWF
and about 25 each in primary, secondary
and young adult groups.

The minister is Lindsay Mayes, who
came from Warrnambool. Lindsay gained
a Bachelor of Social Science degree there
before going to the College of the Bible.
Swan Hill was his first church and he is
now in his seventh year there. He is as­
sisted by his wife, Erma, and they have
two daughters. Lindsay has written a
weekly "Christian Comment" in the local
newspaper for the past six years on evan­
gelical and social issues with much posi­
tive feedback.

revamped Sunday school is co-ordinated
with the theme of the preaching in the
morning service. Young adults meet on
Saturday nights for social activities, but
most of them are also involved in the
weekly home cell groups. One person is
now at Wollongong receiving training in
youth ministry and will return to Swan

Hill next year. Others are contemplating
full-time minis­
try.

A healthy
singles ministry
operates across
the churches of
the town, with its

core in the Church of Christ. This has also
proved a means of involving people into
the fellowship of the church. There are five
"Know Your Bible" groups with approxi­
mately eight women in each. There is a
midweek prayer meetingat 6 am. Recently
a marriage enrichment seminar was held
with Brian White involving about 20
couples.

A key factor in Swan Hill's success is its
strong elders. The four elders meet every
Tuesday at 6.30 am. Their leadership and
ability of a high quality supports and gives
accountability to the minister and they are
involved in visitation and pastoral care.
The church is advancing in the areas of
holiness, healing, nurturing gifts and the
moving of people into the ministry of the
church. Swan Hill literally believes in the
priesthood of believers.

Kuwwmg the W©rc3s
by Kaye L. Wray

I laughed all the way through the story
my daughter was relating. It was about a
young friend who was describing his first
day at work. Although he was not inti­
mately acquainted with vegetables in their
raw state he had managed to get a position
in a greengrocer's shop. And, he reasoned,
surely his enthusiasm would make up for
his lack of experience!

All day heobserved closely. He watched
as apples were displayed in their family
groups, outer leaves being neatly trimmed
off lettuces, soup vegetables packed and
the polite way to attend to customers.

To wards the end of the day he was given
his first real task. "Get me a bunch of silver
beet from the back, please. Oh, and trim
the ends." I'm not sure what the lad s boss, 

or the customer, thought when he promptly
arrived with a bunch of stalks—the leaves
all neatly cut off and consigned to the
waste box!

The story conjured up such a funny
image in my mind's eye that I chuckled
every time I thought of it. And I thought
how similar the incident was to the experi­
ence of new Christians. Some people who
become Christians are totally unfamiliar
with the world of the church. When they
make their commitment to follow Jesus
they are thrust into what is almost an alien
environment.

The church has its own patterns and
traditions and the newcomer probably
hasn't a clue about either! Christian jargon
means little or nothing. Trinity, reconcili­
ation, grace, fruit of the Spirit—are these
words some sort of code Christians use 

among themselves? It must seem like it to
the people who are "Unchurched".

And there's no surer way to feel isolated
thanwhenyoudon'tunderstand the words
or actions. "Don't worry about finding the
words, we all know this chorus"—how
many times have you heard someone say
that? And for the person who is a new
Christian, or new to your group and its top
ten choruses, the feeling of isolation, of not
knowing enough to belong, is complete.

Let's remember to be sensitive to new
Christians—whether in their new com­
mitment to Jesus or new to the group and
its peculiarities. Help them feel they really
belong and they'll soon know the words
and the actions—and be as "peculiar" as
the rest of us.
• Kaye Wray is a member of the Owen, SA,
church.
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BIRTHS

KRUGER (nee DAY) Memlyn and
Jonathan welcome the arrival of
their son Tyson Jon on 20 March
1989 at the Ashford Hospital, SA.
'Praise God for his many bless­
ings."
TOWN (CLARK) Cheryl and Ste­
ven are proud to announce the
birth of their first bom son Joshua
Steven, on 24th March (Good Fri­
day) 1989. 8lb 2ozs. Proud grand­
parents Allan and Louise Clark and
Ray and Marie Town. To God be
the glory._____________________

ENGAGEMENTS

GREEN—BARNS George and
Elwyn with Don and Fay, all of
Launceston, Tas, are delighted to
announce the engagement of
Lyndal and Peter.
PEEMOELLER—GALLEN Don
and Maranne Peemoeller are
happy to announce the engage­
ment of their daughter Bettina to
George Gallen. May His blessings
be with them always.

DIAMOND WEDDINGS

SEAL—DALE George and Elsie
were married on 27th April, 1929,
at the North Melbourne Church of
Christ Chetwynd St, by the late
A.G. Bennett They acknowledge
with gratitude to God for 60 years
of happiness they have shared.

DEATHS
MORRIS Keith Henry. On March
25, in Melbourne. Dearly beloved
husband of Freda; loved and lov­
ing father of Wendy (Way), John,
Susan (Robinson), and Bill; father-
in-lawof John, Robyn, Barry, Fiona,
Wendy and Dale; grandfather of
Jenny, Fiona, Robyn, and Belinda

Way, Peter, Alison, David and
Andrew Morris, Andrew and Sarah
Robinson, William and Libby Mor­
ris; brother of Eric and Walter (both
deceased).

HOUSE TO LET

BOX HILL Small 2 bedroom brick
house. One of a brick pair. Close
Box Hill station. Newly renovated.
$120pw. References required.
Contact (03) 857 5342._________

TO LET
CALOUNDRA, SUNSHINE
COAST, Queensland 2 bedroom
units. 2 minutes walk from Kings
Beach. Rates from $130 p.w. off
season to $390 p.w. holiday sea­
son. Phone (071) 91 7454.
HOUSEBOAT 'White Heron" 10
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA
Phone (08) 380 5009 or (085) 40
5100 orwritePO Box 65, St Agnes
5097.

BUILDERS

IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations—

BICHENO, TASMANIA
Seaview Camp

Units for hire
Powered sites

Group camping
Tennis court

An area of great
scenic attraction

Manager:
Phone: (003) 75 1247

Department of Mission,
Education and

Development — Vic.-Tas.

ARBOR DAY—13 MAY 1989
Churches of Christ Theological College

invites you to
bring your enthusiasm, energy and tools
and join us in planting trees and shrubs

at our new campus
40-60 Jacksons Road, Mulgrave

If you have been nurturing a plant/shrub from
our “Turning of the Sod” Ceremony—

this is the day to bring it home...
OTHER TREES WILL BE AVAILABLE

All we need is you
Come and enjoy a picnic day: 10 am-4 pm

Further details (03) 7901000

kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.
LINDSAY FINGER & ROB
DOEDENS Houses, extensions,
renovations, car ports, pergolas,
any job large or small. For free
quotes phone (03) 873 1247. Ver­
mont, Vic. ___

HOLIDAY HOUSES

POINT LONSDALE 4 BR. Handy
shops & front & back beaches.
$150 p.w. or $200 during school
holidays. Brough (03) 288 2815.

BOX HILL
I Church of Christ |

invites past members
J and friends to our
' 78th Church ;
‘ Ann i ver say

Speaker: Milton Oliver
10 am

7 May 1989
■ BYO Fellowship Luncheon i

Former members of
MORELAND CHURCH

are invited to a
Reunion Service

to be held in conjunction with Coburg’s 69th anniversary
Sunday, 7 May, 11 am

A BYO luncheon will follow this service
and there will be ample opportunity for reminiscing!

Please tell your friends.
RSVP Alva Candish (03) 354 9381

Dorothy & Henry Anderson (03) 386 5125
Hazel & Bert Blain (03)3861663

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRiST
Melbourne
(cnr Swanston
& Little Lonsdale Streets)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m. Worship & Communion

Services
7.00 p.m. Gospel Celebration

Wednesday
1.15 p.m. to 1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service
For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134
Telephone: (03) 879 4004

A.H. (03) 7221780
CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

16 (148) The Australian Christian 22 April 1989



by Ian Morton

_____________________ ( @[n)&

to 1
In a recent editorial ("AC", 4 March)

Charles Wilson spoke on leaving the min­
istry.

In June 19871 left the parish ministry of
Churches of Christ vowing never to re­
turn. Disillusioned, embittered and un­
well, I went to the extent of writing a
formal resignation to the local church and
to the state and federal executives. How­
ever, miraculously, since that time God
has turned my life inside out and has for­
given, healed and restored me. With con­
fidence and boldness in Jesus Christ I am
returning to the parish ministry, commenc­
ing with the Lake Illawarra, NSW, church
this month.

For your encouragement I desire to share
with you something of this journey of
restoration.

On leaving the ministry I ran into hiding
from God and his people. Knowing that I
and my family needed God's help, and
aching for a loving touch from his people,
I chose to remain with my anger and pur­
sue a life of wantonness. These were hurt­
ful days and I thank God they are gone and
forgiven. But God did not forget us! His
help came in time and so did the loving
touch of a few of his servants. Thank you.

God began to gently remind me of his
call on my life to be a preacher of his word.
However, I was not prepared to return as
I still harboured many hurts and some
enmity against God's people. Perhaps, I
thought, a para-church ministry would be
an acceptable place to fulfil that calling
Without having to deal with the problems
in my life. So I accepted a position with the
Boys' Brigade...interesting but not God's
calling. On 28 March last year I sat at my 

desk at BBNSW headquarters, still a de­
spondent and torn man. I wrote a letter
telling all of my woes, my bitterness, my
anger, my tears—but didn't know who to
send it to. In frustration and despair I
penned across the letter "To Whom It May
Concern" and put it in a sealed envelope
and placed it in the top drawer where it
would not be seen or read. But someone
was concerned about my letter and life—
God. He read and graciously answered
my letter. Within days a Christian brother
had contacted me "out of the blue" and
had agreed to meet with me. At first I did
not trust him, expecting that rejection
would come when we began to talk. I
believe now that God's Holy Spirit moti­
vated him as he helped me own my hurts
and choose to forgive rather than retaliate.
What joy! I began to discover afresh that as
we forgive, we are forgiven. Thank you
Lord Jesus.

The way was now open to enquire about
returning to the ministry. Again I expected
rejection, but was received and welcomed
openly. These were better days but there
still remained the grip of unresolved sin in
my life and a broken spirit in Heather, my
precious wife.

Gradually, trust in God returned and
then the opportunity to attend a Power
Healing Conference in Melbourne. God
provided—I attended, knowing my need
of healing—expecting a miracle. At last I
was seeking God again but at the confer­
ence God seemed hard to find—until the
final morning. The Holy Spirit brought
conviction of sin. I saw again the sover­
eignty of God in Jesus my saviour and said
in prayer, "Yes Lord, it's me you are speak­
ing to. I've chosen to sin—I'm sorry." A
stranger heard my confession before the

Lord, prayed for forgiveness and release
from the guilt, the pain and the bondage
and I sobbed as all the anger and hurt
flowed out of me. He prayed asking God
for maturity in Christ where growth had
been stunted by sin. I began to laugh,
sensing the welling up within me of the
spring of water in my life.

That anointing of Jesus Christ was as
precious to me as my first love of Christ
when I was a child. Since then, God has
also been healing and restoring Heather's
spirit and her readiness to minister. I am
now returning to the ministry with hope
and joy and direction in the authority of
Jesus Christ—to be a lover and a leader of
his people. I've spent some time in the
wilderness, experiencing, seeing and
touching human need and emptiness, but
I thank God for all of those days, knowing
now that there are so many people still in
that wilderness who with some love and
understanding can be helped to find the
living God.

Miraculous? I believe so, but like Jesus
at the wedding at Cana, the best wine is
saved to last. Just before leaving the minis­
try a lady handed me a slip of paper with
the reference "Jeremiah 29:11-13" written
on it, saying that she believed God also
meant it to apply to my life. I can now say
that it does. Verse 14, which follows, says,
"...and I will bring you back to the place
from where I sent you into exile." My
friends, Lake Illawarra is where I was liv­
ing when I left my first love for Jesus
Christ—22 years ago. Isn't God good!
Praise him.

• Ian Morton is the minister at the Lake
Illawarra, NSW, church.

LOOK
ON THE-
BRIGHT
SIDE...

bAORE 6AV NEWS FORTRE

PROGRAMS ARE RORT'Nfr
FINANCIALLY. AND NOjN
ATTENDANCE HAS BECrON
TO PECUME.

22 April 1989 The Australian Christian (149) 17



Comment
----- • .................... - . . ■ ----------------

Where Something “Happens”S
by R. Robert Cueni

Vital congregations have five distinc­
tive qualities.

Every pastor dreams of serving a con­
gregation filled with positive, upbeat
people like Marian. As she left on a recent
Sunday morning she evaluated the status
of the congregation's health and effective­
ness. "Oh," she said, "we are having such
good church lately!"

What a delightful way to express her
belief that she is participating in a faithful,
vital congregation. Yet what distinguishes
a healthy congregation from one in which
mere frenetic activity dominates? More
precisely, what constitutes a vital congre­
gation?

As a way to address that issue, I suggest
that lively congregations share at least five
qualities.

First, vital congregations have a vision
of who they are and a plan to get to where
they want to go.

One mid western Disciples pastor asked
the congregation he had just been called to
serve to begin thinking of the local church
as a spiritual caravan. After all, he sug­
gested, people in congregations and in
frontier wagon trains share a common
purpose. Both are communities that cove­
nant for a trip together—the journey west,
or the one through life.

The pastor went on to analyse the con­
gregation's present understanding of being
a local church. Members thought of them­
selves, he told them, as an "ecclesiastical
general store where a few clerks, namely
the lay leadership and the minister, dis­
pense goods and services to the members
and the public".

Everyone in town knew that First Chris­
tian Church was a good place for wed­
dings, funerals, worship services and other
religious commodities. While nothing was
inherently wrong in being the Church of
the General Store, there were many more
possibilities in becoming the Church of the
Spiritual Caravan.

That imagery imprinted. Years later, it
still serves as the benchmark for testing
ideas, setting goals and evaluating the
effectiveness of the congregation's pro­
gram. This particular church can list itself
among thoseall-too-rareentities called vital
congregations. It has a vision. Its members
share a positive way to talk about and
think about their life together. The image
also serves to motivate them to accomplish
a set of agreed-upon goals.

Second, vital congregations are commit­
ted to intentional and multifaceted growth.

When growth ceases, sickness and death
ensue. However, unlike the situation in 

the plant and animal kingdoms, church
growth does not occur naturally. It hap­
pens only where it is desired, planned for
and pursued. Healthy congregations
understand this principle and act accord­
ingly.

Vital congregations grow programmati­
cally and spiritually as well as numeri­
cally. Small study and social groups are
constantlybeingformed, strengthened and
then phased out as they become less effec­
tive. Leaders continually evaluate the
congregation's small group life and its
ability to assimilate new members as well
as give long-term members a place to be­
long.

The concern for spiritual growth moti­
vates the spawning of these small groups.
As one pastor contended, "Our goal is for
more and more people to be involved in a
Bible study, a prayer group or other spiri­
tual renewal program, such as Cursillo or
Emmaus Walk. We believe church vitality
requires more and more persons to be
comfortable about talking about the im­
portance of Jesus Christ in their lives."

Of course, growing spiritually and pro­
grammatically is not a substitute for
numerical growth. The evangelistic task
remains a challenge because it defies all
laws of momentum. The leadership must
push constantly to make the membership
sensitive to reaching out to friends and
neighbours with the gospel's message and
an invitation to attend church. Vital con­
gregations set numerical growth goals and
pursue them as vigorously as program
and spiritual growth goals.

Third, vital congregations demonstrate
a high level of commitment to the church's
significant worship services.

Local congregations differ from com­
munity agencies, service clubs and other
manifestations of the church in that they
are first and foremost worshipping com­
munities. Vital congregations takethisrole
seriously. Consequently, their pastors lead
services which are well planned, thor­
oughly practiced and intended for maxi­
mum impact by bringing a word of hope
and the possibility of an encounter with
the living, loving God. As might be antici­
pated, these congregations respond with a
higher than average percent of member­
ship regularly attending worship.

Fourth, vital congregations are energised
by reaching out to minister to the needs of
others.

Someone has said that while television
is a million dollar show on a four hundred
dollar box, church is frequently little more
than a four hundred dollar show in a mil­
lion dollar box! The dullness results from 

concepts of ministry that limit themselves
to meeting the personal needs of those
present. Vital congregations avoid this
dullness pitfall by getting people involved
in the greater issues. The stronger the
concept and commitment to mission, the
morelivelythecongregation.Thisinvolve-
ment in local, regional and global issues
energises the people rather than draining
them.

Fifth, vital congregations value people
over things and motivate positive affirma­
tion rather than scolding.

In lively congregations the membership
likes the minister, and the minister likes
the people. Rather than being the reason
for the church's health, this positive pas­
tor-parish relationshipreflects thechurch's
vitality. Lively congregations are places
where people are valued more than deeds
or things. This includes the pastor, the lay
readers, the pew-sitting members and the
visitors.

This people-valuing stance offers other
fringe benefits. For instance, vital congre­
gations need not fear conflict. They under­
stand that tensions are normal and, rather
than harbouring ill will or escalating every
deference of opinion to a full-scale fight,
they know they must bring conflicts to a
resolution without damaging those in­
volved. People in healthy congregations
emerge from conflicts feeling as though
the issue was faced and they were affirmed.
Now that is using tension creatively!

In this kind of creation people feel safe
enough to risk. They can state their differ­
ing opinions or even stand emotionally
naked before one another and need not
fear they will be hurt. Vital congregations
probably do not have greater diversity
than non-healthy congregations, but be­
cause people feel safe to express them­
selves, they seem to.

This makes vital congregations places of
great joy. Smiles come easily and laughter
frequently interrupts committee meetings
and worship services alike. Quite simply,
people come to church with the anticipa­
tion that something joyous and important
just might happen.

This positive atmosphere grows out of
confidence in a fundamental assumption
of the gospel—that we are all acceptable,
loved and lovable, simply because we are
children of God. And becauseof whose we
are, we are called to love one another. With
that pillar of the faith firmly established,
everything else seems to fall into place.

• R. Robert Cueni is senior minister of First
Christian Church, Bloomington, Illinois,
USA. Reprinted from The Disciple.
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Our "Club" is a source of continual
surprise. Its activities are such that 1 never
know whether to laugh or weep. It is called
a church, it has a church building and its
members meet on Sundays. In reality it is
nothing but a club for elderly persons,
most of whom are women, the majority
well into their seventies.

The essence of a church at work is to
proselytise, to serve and to renew. It is a
typeof continuing rebirth, sharingthegood
news and spreading it abroad. A club, on
the other hand, is for its members, un­
ashamedly so, often difficult to join and
tightly administered. It is usually a spe­
cialist group with one common interest
and is inward looking. By all such meas­
ures our church has surely become a club,
with an obvious warning: "We don't want
you in our church." Sorry, club.

Age and circumstance have enabled an
elderly group (mostly ladies) to take over
thedirection of a tired church. It iseasierto
be friendly and to support or be part of the
controlling body than to advance the wit-

Kaye Caporn writes In response to
Dave Vincent’s article on the child’s
first two years (“AC”, 18 March, p. 23)
as spokesperson for the Nursing
Mothers Association of Australia
Public Relations (Vic. Branch). The
NMAA’s role In the community Is to
support and educate women who
wish to breastfeed their babies. It
recognises the value of breastfeeding
in the mother-baby relationship and
has seen firsthand the bonding that
occurs between mother and baby
when they are fortunate enough to
achieve an ongoing nursing relation­
ship.

As a qualified breastfeeding counsellor
I often come across breast refusal. While I
do not wish to negate the importance of
the first two years of life or undermine the
value of Dave Vincent's article, I feel the
illustration used to show the vulnerability
of a baby in utero is misleading.

A newborn baby can refuse the breast
for many reasons, some mother related,
some baby related. Tension, pain and
similar sensitivities can prevent correct
hormonal response in the mother, delay­
ing the release of milk to the baby. In this
situation a baby can refuse because it isn t
being satisfied. A new mother can lac 
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ness and growth of the church, hence the
transition to a club. It has created a power
base with unlimited opportunities for dis­
cussion and control. Is it tragedy or farce?

Some of the club's practices are beyond
belief. The spokesperson for the board of
officers once suggested that one auxiliary
(incidentally the only successful and vital
part of the church) had too much religious
content in its meetings. On another occa­
sion a member was invited, in writing, to
meet the board. Hedid so, at theappointed
time and place, but when he asked for a
report of the meeting he was told he hadn't
met the board. It is unbelievable!

The ordinary members of the club are
neverconsulted. Attempts, to date, to have
regular meetings have failed dismally. One
officer, when asked when a meeting would
be called said, "We are working on it." The
secretary said, "Weonly have one meeting
a year." A member was told that there
would be a meeting and that he would be
invited. It is not clear, therefore, if ordinary
members are automatically able to attend
a meeting if such a meeting were called or
if it is by invitation. Can you imagine it?

The club has no rules to consult, no
constitution to guide and little recorded 

confidence and skill, preventing correct
positioning and the baby will refuse.

Perhaps drugs administered during
labour could have affected the baby men­
tioned in the article, causing sleepiness.
The extra handling could have awakened
the baby, stimulating it to seek the other
women's breast. There are many reasons
this baby could have refused its own
mother's breast.

Many women have negative thoughts
during pregnancy, for it is a time of fluctu­
ating emotions. This doesn't mean a
mothers baby isn't welcomed and loved.
We are given nine months to adjust to the
idea. It would be sad if Dave Vincent inad­
vertently laid guilt on mothers or planted
seedsof doubt on their ability to breastfeed
when his article was written specifically to
encourage parents to recognise the impor­
tance of their role, especially in the first
two years of life.

• Kaye Caporn is a registered nurse, a
qualified breastfeeding counsellor who for
the past three years has helped train other
breastfeeding counsellors, a member of
the Nursing Mothers Association of Aus­
tralia Public Relations Support Group (Vic
Branch), a mother of three children aged 9,
7 and 4...and a minister's wife. She is a
member of the Ivanhoe, Vic, church.

The Australian Christian

precedent. I wonder how many languish­
ing churches are, in fact, clubs like ours.

The general opinion of outside observ­
ers is that the church cannot continue. This
is not the view of most members and it
does not appear to have been the subject of
any decision at board level. The rank and
file are only given sketchy reports of meet­
ings of the board and who cares anyway?
There is no plan for future growth and no
real desire to change. "We have tried it
all", they say.

It is hard enough to understand why
plans for progress are unwelcome. It is
more difficult to comprehend how a board
can hold itself unanswerable to its mem­
bers. This is surely the antithesis of Chris­
tian trusteeship.

Apparently all that is desired is that the
present arrangement continues and the
power group remains "Don't upset the
boat," is the specific advice reformists
receive. I wonder how Jesus Christ would
fare if he came to this club and proposed a
growth plan to spread his message abroad.
I'm sure he would be warned off. It has all
happened before!

• The author wishes to remain anonymous

Continually Aware...
Continually aware, Lord,

is how we need to be.
On each you are depending

to look around and see
Just where it is you've placed us:

our work—our church—our home—
Our friends—and all creation—

all made by you alone.

Continually aware, Lord,
of people: young and old,

Their moods, their needs, their feelings,
the joy, the grief, the cold.

Help us to empathise, Lord,
and gently show we care.

You love eacn one so dearly
and share each weight they bear.

Help us to be aware, Lord.
in worship times, and praise.

That there are those beside us
with heavy, darkened days:

Non-Christians who are searching
for all that you can give.

Please touch them through your Spirit,
help them respond and live.

Continually aware, Lord,
that Jesus is alive.

His presence always with us
our daily lives to guide.

We dedicate ourselves now,
and reach to you in praise.

With love and adoration
our hearts to you we raise.

—Margaret Croxford
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