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Cwntin/ Church Says Thank You
C.aveside is a

farming district, 74
km west of Laun­
ceston, Tas, situ­
ated in a lush fertile
plain at the foot of
the Great Western
Tiers. The church at
Caveside celebrates
its80th anniversary
this year.

It has always
been a small
church, with a
membership vary­
ing between 20 and
30 as people move
into and out of the
area. Since its com­
mencement in 1990
the church has had
only three sec­
retaries; Ena Har­
vey has been secre­
tary since 1960.

Over the years the church has received encouragement from many visiting speakers and the Launceston
church has sought to encourage Caveside in a number of ways. Every year in April they journey there for an af­
ternoon of worship and fellowship.

Following the death in 1978 of Alan Harvey, who was minister of the church for 40 years, Launceston gave
assistance in providing preachers fortnightly until
John and Colleen Harrison commenced a part-
time ministry in October 1988. Many friendships
have been established over the years between
Caveside and Launceston.

It is good for Caveside to know that just 74 km
away there is a caring city church that is prepared
to help when help is needed—when extra nymn
books or glasses are needed for a special service—
and pray that the witness of Caveside will con­
tinue week by week.

Caveside wishes to challenge other city and
large churches to exercise similar concern towards
smaller and more isolated fellowships.

In this issue:

Shopping for a Church........... ..... 18
Life’s Stepping Stones........... ..... 19
Music Resource Database..... ..... 24
Pamphlet Club Insert



Vol. 92 No. 9
3 June 1989

Managing Editor
Chris Ambrose

Issue
17 June
8 July
22 July

Deadline
7 June

28 June
12 July

Address for All Correspondence
(including all subscription payments)

PO Box 101
North Essendon 3041

Telephone (03) 379 1219
After Hours (03) 337 8349

Member
publication of the

Australian
Religious Press

Association

National logo of
Churches of Christ

in Australia

'The Australian Christian” is published by
the Board of Management of the

Australian Christian, a Department of
the Federal Conference of

Churches of Christ in Australia.
Keith Aird, Chairman (SA)

Don Burdett, Secretary (ACT)
Lindsay Mott, Treasurer (Vic)

John Batchler (Tas)
Merle Peacock (WA)

John Sheriff (Old)
Robert Smith (NSW)

Printing by New Litho Pty Ltd,
63 Sunbury Cres,
Surrey Hills 3127

Responsibility for electoral material is
accepted by Chris Ambrose,
3 Hamlyn St, Essendon 3040

Advertising Rates

Displayed: $4.40 per column
centimetre

Classifieds: $9 for the first 25 words
and 10c for each additional word

2 (206)

• Jerusalem, city of the future. A great city. The heavenly
city. The greatest city ever. And what will it be like?

Homesock for Heawim
by Rod Huron

Now and then I'd like to be back in
Toronto. To drive along the Lakeshore; to
watch the boats at the Port Credit Marina;
Eaton Centre, Yonge Street, Sherway Gar­
dens—even the bitter Canadian winter; I
miss them all. We enjoyed living in Toronto.

You may prefer Vienna; to stroll down
Karntner Strasse on a summer evening.
Windowshop until you are pleasantly tired
of needlepoint and crystal and ceramic
and furs. Find a table in one of the side­
walk cafes down Graben and watch the
crowds go by.

Motor along the Thames and look across
at Parliament House and Big Ben. Think of
wave after wave of Luftwaffe bombers
trying to destroy all that is here. Ready
your camera for Buckingham Palace and
the changing of the guard. London!

Enjoy Auckland. The zest and life of her
busy downtown, the colour and drama of
the waterfront. The charm of her shops
and restaurants.

Or Leningrad, with the Hermitage and
St Isaacs. Or Paris with Le Tour and the
Louvre.

There is something fascinating about
the city. John felt that, too, from his lonely
exile on Patmos. John remembered cities
where he had been: Capernaum, Ephesus,
Jerusalem. Especiallyjerusalem. His heart
yearned for the Jerusalem he knew when
he and Jesus and the others walked the
temple courts and climbed the Mount of
Olives and crossed the Kidron and prayed
in Gethsemene.

Now these days are gone.
John will never walk those streets again,

never hear those sounds again, never see
those sights again.

John's loneliness; my homesickness; all
our yearnings for warmth and security
and wholeness and completeness—are not
these our aching for heaven?

God gives John a preview of the city to
come in a new heaven and a new earth.
God permits John to see thebride of Christ,
the new Jerusalem, redeemed and ready
for the bridegroom.

Jerusalem, city of the future.
A great city. The heavenly city.
The greatest city ever.
And what will it be like? John almost

empties the dictionary to tell us.
It won't be like this world. Jerusalem

will be new. Here, cars and clothes, parties
and politics, all grow old and stale. Not so
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there. Nothing old in heaven. Nothing
worn or wearing out.

None of the sense of haste and stress we
feel so often here. Here, there's never quite
enough time. We're never quite contented.
Never quite do our best. Never reach all
our goals.

How different in heaven, freed from
tyranny of the clock and the limitations of
the flesh. In heaven we will have space and
time to spare.

Gladys Hunt said it for us: "We ought to
sigh a little when we think of heaven."1

Heaven's design pictures perfection. In
Solomon's temple, the Most Holy Place,
symbol of God's presence, was exactly as
high and deep as it was wide. Heaven will
be God's perfect dwelling place.

Heaven will be so satisfying.
We will be unwearied: "I am making

everything new."
Our vision will be clear: "They will see

his face."
We will know grace: "He who over­

comes will inherit all this."
We will be happy: "No more death or

mourning or crying or pain."
We will be free: "On no day will its gates

ever be shut."
We will be unafraid: "There will be no

night there."
We will be clean: "Nothing impure will

ever enter it."
We will be truly and fully alive: "The
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free gift of the water of life."
We will be active; "His ser­

vants shall serve him."
We will be comforted: "He

will wipe every tear from their
eyes."

We will have every need met:
"To him who is thirsty I will
give to drink without cost from
the spring of the water of life."

We will know the Father: "I
will be his God and he will be
my son."

We will belong: "His name
will be on their foreheads."

We will be home: "Now the
dwelling of God is with men,
and he will live with them. They
will be his people, and God
himself will be with them and
be their God."2

And that will be heaven.
Our Lord said it best:
Look up,
Hold your heads high,
For you will soon be free.3

1. Gladys M. Hunt, Don't Be
Afraid to Die (Grand Rapids,
Michigan, Zondervan Publish­
ing House, 1971), p. 58.

2. See Revelation 21 and 22.
New International Version.

3. Adapted by the author
from his book, Say Hello to Life
(Cincinnati, Ohio, Standard
Publishing Company, 1984).

• Rod Huron began writing in
1954, whenChristian Standard
published a college assignment
of his. Since then he has writ­
ten poetry, biography, curricu­
lum, numerous essays and
articles and four books.
His novel, Checkpoint, received
the Sherwood E. Wirt award for
excellence in Christian fiction
from the Billy Graham Associa­
tion and he was awarded the
Gold Medallion from Evangeli­
cal Christian Publishers for the
Christian Minister’s Manual,
published by Standard in 1985.
Mr Huron is convention director
for the North American Chris­
tian Convention, an annual four-
day assembly sponsored by
Christian Churches and
Churches of Christ, which
draws between 18,000 and
22,000 persons.
He was recently named to the
executive committee of the
World Convention of Churches
of Christ.

Gfews
Progress for South Melbourne

The South Melbourne, Vic,.
church is in an expansive mood
with morale high and planning
commenced for important new
practical and spiritual objec­
tives. Seen here discussing is­
sues are church secretary,
Roger Baker (left), Merril Blair
(worship committee) and
minister Alan Hirsch.

Major repairs to the roof have
been completed with the help
of tradesmen from Mobile

Mission Maintenance. The
savings will allow for renova­
tions to both the interior and
exterior of the building.

Alongside the renovation
program the church is respond­
ing well to the leadership of the
newminister, AlanHirsch, who
follows a much appreciated
term of service offered by Lyn
Kenworthy. A number of
young people linking with the
church have increased atten­

dances. A 76 years old woman
has recently sought baptism.

People are being encouraged
to relocate in the area. Alan
Hirsch would be keen to talk
with young adults open to
consider living in South Mel­
bourne and working with the
church.

This year Alan transferred
from the Lygon Street, Carlton
church where he was exten­
sively involved with a large
group of young adults in a lead­
ership role.

TheSouth Melbourne church
is finding itself increasingly on
the edge of the main down­
town city development with its
business focus and new resi­
dential attraction for young
adults. Alongside this there are
many older long term residents,
plus low income families in
Ministryof Housing accommo­
dation.

The church leadership sees
1989 as a year of consolidation
and planning with a major
evangelism thrust to come from
1990. The work is being assisted
by the Vic-Tas Department of
Mission, Education and De­
velopment.

Kaniva’s Centenary Weekend
Attracts Hundreds

People came from near and
far to celebrate the Kaniva, Vic,
church's centenary. The March
long weekend began for the
200-300 participants with a
great country barbecue at the
rear of the chapel. Tours of the
area followed. One group
walked off the meal along the
well-known Billy Ho bush
walk south of the town while
the rest of the crew piled into
buses for a three hour tour of
the sites of the early chapels
that housed Churches of Christ
in the area during the past 100
years, e.g. Yearinga, North
Serviceton, Lillimur, Miram
and many others.

Saturday night at the Shire
Hall was a time for introduc­
tions and welcomes. After the
formal proceedings a concert
was held.

Sunday morning the Shire
Hall was all but full again as
Gerald Rose, Vic-Tas Confer­
ence President led the morning
service.

Highlights were a centenary
hymn written for the occasion
by Bess Crouch, unveiling of a
centenary plaque by chairman
Albert Williams, music from
the Kaniva Community Sing­
ers, readings from former
ministers Arthur Withers and
Wil Wigney and E.L. Williams
as speaker.

The weekend concluded
successfully with an evening
service at which Pam Bowers,
past minister was speaker.

Albert Williams declined to
preside over the next centen­
ary committee—he said his
middle name is not Methuse­
lah!

Addle Cunningham cutting
the centenary cake
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BanksSa Development Continues

Campsite planning never
seems to run out.

Seen here discussing future
plans for Camp Banksia are,
left to right, Ray Drayton,

FrankRichards (builder), John
Beard (senior camping man­
ager) and Russ Pearce (man­
ager, Camp Banksia). Discus­
sion centred on new site plans 

prepared by architect and
Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Development
member, Ray Drayton.

The 10 acre site on the
Gippsland Lakes is being pro­
gressively developed in keep­
ing with Department policy to
provide a site for adventure
activities, tent and caravan
camping.

The central core building
containing kitchen, dining and
recreation facilities, and the
toilets have both been exten­
sively renovated in the last two
years.

The large grassed areas being
developed in a bushland set­
ting have won much positive
comment from visitors.

Nunawading church held 

their family camp at Camp
Banksia during Easter with
some 131 adults and children
on site.

New proposals for the site
include redevelopment of the
camp entrance and internal
tracks, a new water service and
enlarged tenting areas. A con­
tinuing attraction of the site is
the abundant wildlife in the
area.

Camp Banksia is available
for caravans and tent camps. A
cabin has accommodation for
six campers.

Enquiries should be di­
rected to the Department of
Mission, Education and De­
velopment, 52 LaTrobe
Street, Melbourne. 3000.
Phone (03) 662 2377.

Successful Singles Weekend
with Jay Bacik ”

"I feel free of a great bur­
den."

'It was a weekend of real
inner healing.'

"I've learned to forgive
myself this weekend and now
feel some hope for the future."

These were some of the
comments from the partici­
pants of a Divorce Recovery
Workshop led by Jay Bacik for
the Singles Ministry Commit­
tee of the Vic-Tas Department
of Mission, Education and De­
velopment.

Just on 60 people attended
this Friday night workshop,
part of a weekend seminar for

!” OBE RAM ER GAU ”1
1990—A SELL OUT

! But no need for you to !
miss out.

I Join a group with friendly, caring I
| leaders committed to maxing your |

I holiday the experience of a life- ■
time.

Phone (03) 232 8479
for a free brochure

I All travel arrangements by ■
Jet Set Travel

I 584 St Kilda Rd i
Melbourne 3004

Licence No. 30597 !

singles.
Cheryl Johnson, co-ordina­

tor of the committee was de­
lighted with the 50 people,
including ministers and church
leaders, who attended the Sat­
urday program on "Commenc-
ingand Maintaining a Singles
Ministry".

Jay Bacik, who led both parts
of the program, was warm and
sensitive and the insights aris­
ing from his training, experi­
ence and work with singles at
Northside in Sydney, NSW,
were very helpful.

His sense of humour and his
ability to relate to singles, espe­
cially those recovering from
divorce, developed an atmos­
phere in which healing and
personal enrichment could
occur.

He is not afraid to tell it like
it is to those struggling with the
post-divorce experience.

Cheryl Johnson has also been
to Canberra where she con­
ducted a similar program for
ACT churches. It too was well
attended and worthwhile.

The Singles Ministry Com­
mittee can be contacted
through Cheryl Johnson on
(03) 3975715 or Anne Spoelder
on (03) 662 2377.

Cheryf Johnson, co-ordlnator, Jay Bacik, loader, and Helen
McPherson, participant, at the singles weekend

pedigree motors
guaranteed

USED CARS
658 CANTERBURY RD., SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
AYvUrfirSt CarOr you wish ,0 “TRADE IN"

Snd STEVE GRUNDY ^ve you the
benefl[[°f iong experience in the trade.

ADVICE FREELY GIVEN
Phone (03) 898 9391 or A.H. 878 4807

Great Range of Cars-medium priced range
PHONE NOW
YOUR FRIENDS” l.m.c.t.4376
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The Carol] Preston Story

Carol Preston and her
husband, Nell

It's the kind of story a script
writer might use for a movie:

"Young mother of two at­
tends WEA course on child
development to find out 'what
makes her kids tick' and ends
up getting a PhD, without
having previously a clue what
a PhD is."

This happened to Carol
Preston. Carol was a mother of
two small children running her
own small hair dressing busi­
ness at home, when a whole
new direction in life began to
unfold. It started with a WEA
course. Then came the sugges­
tion that she study for a degree.
A surprised Carol gained ma­
ture-age entry to university
and, after eleven yearsofstudy,
a doctorate in psychology.
Throughout her years of study
Carol wrestled with the direc­

tion she was pursing; where it
might take her and what God's
special purpose was for her in
the highly developed skills she
was acquiring. She gained a
wide variety of experience from
counselling drug addicts to
specialised university research
on critically ill people.

Near to the completion of her
studies Barry McMurtrie ap­
proached Carol to become the
academic dean of the Institute
for Contemporary Church
Leadership. Carol was thrilled.

This seemed just the right
niche God had been preparing
her for. Carol's story really
begins when at the age of 12
she attended a Joe B linko evan­
gelistic mission in Wollongong
and came forward in a very
moving conversion experience
to the hymn "Just as I Am".
From that time Carol has at­
tended the Church of Christ,
was baptised atl3,becamevery
involved at the life of the church
and met her husband Neil in
the youth group.

At present Carol lectures in
personal development at Car­
lingford and pastoral care at
Wollongong.

The moral of the story is...
"One thing can lead to an­

other and if you are open to
God you'll never know what
that might be, because after all
he is the most innovative script
writer there is and Carol
Preston is another of his fasci­
nating stories."

—Stephen Curkpatrick
(Epping)

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Melbourne
(cnr Swanston
& Little Lonsdale Streets)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m. Worship & Communion

Services
7.00 p.m. Gospel Celebration

Wednesday
1.15 p.m. to 1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service
For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

Minister’s Red Face
On 13 May while watching

"Hey, Hey, It's Saturday" I
thought I recognised one of the
participants in the Red Faces
segment. A duet under the
name "The Complainers" sang
a rewritten version of The Pro-
claimers song "I'm on My
Way". The act won the seg­
ment on the night.

A phone call next week con­
firmed that my recognition was
correct. "The Complainers"
were John Parker and Geoff
Payne, both from the Prosp ect,
SA, church where Geoff is the
minister.

They had devised the act as a
stunt and only have the one
number.

Talking to Geoff later he
recounted to us the response to
their appearance. From within
church circles there have been
basically two responses. One
of these is that is beneath the
dignity of the church and a
minister to appear on televi­
sion in such a way. The other
response, by far the largest and
especially at Prospect, is that it
was good to see Christians
enjoying themselves and just
having fun. Many were pleased

Gooff Payne

that John and Geoff had done
so well.

Geoff comments that he has
been fascinated by the com­
ments from people outside the
church. They are commenting
on how different it is to see a
minister being human and will­
ing to become involved in life
and having fun.

Interestingly an entertain­
mentagency hascontacted John
and Geoff and offered them
bookings. So far they have ac­
cepted five bookings although
they only have the one song in
their repertoire and at present
have no plans to add any more.
The same agency were sur­
prised when they turned down
a Sunday evening booking be­
cause Geoff would be preach­
ing at the time. —CRA

Licence No. 30664

TOUR THE HOLY LAND
and/or

OBERAMMERGAU
for the Passion Play

Departing April and September 1990
Two unique INSPIRATIONAL and RECREATIONAL TOURS
through Greece, Turkey, Italy, Austria, Switzerland, Germany,
Holland, France, Spain and England. Optional Holy Land tour
and Singapore stopover.

Personally escorted by John and Beth Brldgford.
HOLY LAND HIGHLIGHTS

Special "prophetic insights" on location
by noted author, Dr Ray Yerbury.
Trace Jesus’ last hours through the
narrow streets of Jerusalem.
Sail with local fishermen on Lake
Galilee.
Re-visit Abrahams lifestyle—dine with
the desert Bedouin.

5 Camden CrtGlen Waverley COHCpUGSr
3150 —rours
Telephone °
(03)560 3103

For further details on cost options
and itineraries, contact John or
Beth at—
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Homeless Youth—Am llssue for Our Community

The Travellers

The Leprosy Mission International
DIRECTOR FOR AFRICA

This international Christian medical mission, with headquar­
ters in Brentford, Greater London, requires a full time

Director for Africa as soon as possible.
Applicants should have a lively Christian commitment,
experience of work in the developing world, preferrably

Africa, medical, paramedical or administrative qualifications
and leadership ability,

and should be no more than 50 years old
Details, including job description, from:

The International Director
The Leprosy Mission International

80 Windmill Road
Brentford

Middlesex, TW8 OQH
United Kingdom

IAN F. KNIGHT, ll.b.,b.com.

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
REGISTERED TAX AGENT

Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates & Wills,
Taxation, Personal Injuries, Business

& Company Law
10 BEST STREET 48 MADIGAN DRIVE
NORTH FITZROY 3068 GLEN WAVERLEY 3150
PHONE (03) 481 0854 PHONE (03) 561 5879

Like it or not homeless youth
is an issue in our community.
The question we should ask is
not, "Do I care?" but rather,
"Howcan I makeadifference?"

Working with young people
is costly in time, resource and
energy. Often little is given in
return. Chances are you will
know someone in your own
family or peer network who is
having to cope with a runaway
or breakdown in the family
unit. The figures are frighten­
ing. Nationally 25,000 young
people between the ages of 11
and 18 have literally no place to
call home.

Youth for Christ, the YWCA
and Notting Hill, Vic, Gospel
Chapel have joined forces in
reaching out to hurting kids.
Medium to long term accom­
modation that offers extensive
support and fosters long-term
relationships is required. The
church has found that one of
the most effective tools it has is
a caring community that can
offer support and a sense of
belongingness. They have seen
their young people befriend
and involve troubled youth in
a positive peer group environ­
ment. The church is now, in
conjunction with other
churches and under the aus­
pices and direction of YFC,
expanding its ministry to in­
corporate several homes with a
variety of placement options
under the title "Monash Youth
Accommodation and Sun­
port".

The demand for beds and
support is great

As a way of raising funds a
benefit concert for homeless
youth will be held at the Dallas

Les Lawlor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—"white ants”—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact,
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636
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Stevo Grace

Brooks Hall in Melbourne on
Saturday, 22 July at 8 pm,
featuring Steve Grace and the
Travellers. Tickets are avail­
able through YFC centres in
Melbourne, Geelong, War-
ragul, Peninsula and Geelong
and the Notting Hill Gospel
Chapel for $12 ($10 for groups
of 20 or more). For further de­
tails telephone (03) 889 3696.
r- ra
LAUNCESTON (Rod Foster)
Mother's Day service on 14 May
included baptism & a special male
choir... CWF program “Treasures
from the Attic" an hilarious occa­
sion ... 170 at Brigades Parade on
21 May when Jeanette Foster
appointed Girls' Brigade chaplain
... Edwards family leave for trip to
SA, Ron & Nancy Whittle for over­
seas trip & Heier family for round
Australia trip.

Enjoy God’s creation
in the peaceful surroundings

of
FERN VALLEY
GUEST HOUSE

Balook
Comfortable accommodation,
home cooking, open log fires.
"our hosts: Des, Prue
and Aileen Davidson
Phone (051)96 6141
Grand Ridge Road,

3 June 19®^
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Ktews
Crafty Busseltonians

As any Busseltonian will
know, the photograph above
could not have been taken on a
Tuesday morning! For every
Tuesday morning during
school terms the car park to the
frontand sideoftheBusselton,
WA, church is filled with cars,
and between 9.15 and 9.45 am 

women queue near the tree to
pay their $1 admission to the
Craft Group. The idea for a
community craft group was
suggested by May Chapman, a
technical teacher who had or­
ganised a similar group in the
Baptist church at Claremont, a
Perth suburb. A trial program 

for a month in November 1985
resulted in attendances of 40 to
50 so in February 1986 the
Busselton Craft Group com­
menced.

The group has gone from
strength to strength and now
numbers 150 individuals tack­
ling some very creative crafts.

The dollar paid at the door
covers the cost of morning tea
and basic craft necessities—
pins, paper, glue etc. The cost
of other materials is met by the
women themselves. (Busselton
men haven't shown much inter­
est to date.)

On the Tuesday prior to
Easter various groups, each
with their instructor (or two or
three) were involved in mak­
ing hot air balloon baskets,
fancy containers for Easter
eggs, fabric-covered gift boxes,
Hobby text, crocheting, stretch­
knit sewing, and quilting.

A creche in a separate build­
ing staffed by church women is
of great assistance to the many
young mums. After the morn­
ing tea break the minister, Ross
Burton, leads abrief devotional
segment.

The church is now promot­
ing similar craft groups in other
South West co untry townsand
conducting training sessions
for group leaders.

Walking to Gisborne
On 1 May Ray Smith, minis­

ter of the Gisborne, Vic, church
walked approximately 50 kilo­
metres from the Churches of
Christ Centre in Melbourne to
the site of the proposed new
Gisbome complex. The walk
took him about 12 hours and
Ray is hoping that the walk
will eventually raise $5,000
towards the new complex
(About two weeks after the
walk over $1,500 of his spon­
sorship had been received).

Currently the Gisborne
church meets in a public hall.
They plan to finish a new
$300,000 complex by the end
of 1989. Currently they have
spent $30,000 on architects and
planning fees and they have to
raise a further $50,000 to com­
plete the project. $200,000 has
been earmarked towards the
project by the Vic-Tas Proper­
ties Corporation.

The new complex will have
two meeting areas and will
have a seating capacity for 22.
Currently there are 120, includ­
ing children, who are meeting
each week on average. Ray
reports that since thebeginning 

of 1987 97 new people are at­
tending and this represents 22
families. The church is devel-
opinga ministry to families and
isgainingareputationandnew
families from the district be­
cause of this emphasis.

Currently the church only
operates with a morning serv­
ice. However there are two
youth groups, senior and jun­
ior, and half a dozen home
groups meet each week. It is
hoped that soon a home group
will commence in Woodend.
The range of country covered
by the church is very large and
eventually Ray sees the
Gisbome church developing
fellowships at Melton, Sun­
bury and Woodend. It is also
hoped to commence a Kids
Club once the new complex is
completed. On any given Sun­
day at present there would be
50 children present at the wor­
ship service.

One development over re­
cent months has been a music
group that meets weekly. Cur­
rently there are 15 musicians
who participate in the morning
service under the musical di­

Ray Smith in Kellor Road on the way to Gisborne

rection of Jim Lindsay. Eight
or nine would be involved each
week

When asked about why
people were coming to
Gisbome he commented that
most of the new attenders were
not from a Churches of Christ
background. Many were at­
tracted by the flexibility and
non-traditional worship style,
by the emphasis on children's
ministry, by the Bible teaching
emphasis, and by the warmth

| and feeling that people are 

made welcome. In planning the
new complex these factors have
been kept in mind to ensure
that these attractive features are
retained.

Pastor Josif Bondarenko, an
evangelist in the USSR, is plan­
ning to visit Australia after at­
tending the Lausanne II Con­
gress in the Philippines. He is
planning to visit Australia be­
tween 20 July and 5 August
through Voice of Peace.
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Letters are limited to 200
words.

LOVE HOMOSEXUALS?
To the Editor,

Should I judge my fellow?
What should my attitude be to
an unrepentant sinner?

Statistics tell me that bet ween
1982 and 1987 631 contracted
AIDS in Australia by homosex­
ual activity, 41 by blood trans­
fusions, 9 by heterosexual ac­
tivity and 4 by needle sharing.

Your article ("AC" 6 May)
pleads for love for homosexu­
als—compassion for homo­
sexuals.

But I find it hard to separate
the sinner from the sin—espe­
cially when I know that such a
compassion as 1 am able to
muster is tempered by the
knowledge that, if homosexual
practice were to cease tomor­
row, few, and certainly a di­
minishing number, of cases of
AIDS would occur in the fu­
ture.

If the case quoted in "Com­
ment" were true, it was a tre­
mendous tragedy, and no one
could be less than horrified—
but I look at the statistics, at the
unrepentant advocates on TV
and on street parades and I hear
the insidious propaganda from
those who practice this trans­
gression of God's law and I
find it hard to think of love in
such a context

And I am troubled.
—Huon Byard

(Launceston, Tas)

SIGNS AND WONDERS
To the Editor,

I was much encouraged by
Russell Kilgour's article ("AC"
22 April) concerning his expe­
rience of the Melbourne con­
ference on Signs and Wonders
and Church Growth.

Over a numb erofyearslhave
observed the debate going on a
bout whether signs and won­
ders are present in this age or
whether they ceased with the
apostles, and all the other
wordy and largely negative
debates that go on.

These debates might be in­
cluded among what Russell
calls "Methodologies thatbasi-
cally allow people to remain in
control of things". For it seems 
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to me that here is the crux of the
whole issue. We want to re­
main in control.

He is right when he says,
"Allowing the Holy Spirit to
reign in our churches can be
scary." But, let's be honest—
nothing less works! The
schemes we have dreamed up
for God have not done much
for the Christian church over
this last 100 years. And if the
signs of the times are as they
appear, it really is time, as he
says, to "simply allow God to
be God for our churches".

—Alan Williams
(Canberra, ACT)

ABC PROTEST
To the Editor,

Some time ago a local TV
group disposed of a program
that had been going for many
years and was acceptable to
Roman Catholic viewers and
to others. A reply was issued
when one protested, but it was
already printed and sent to all,
so issues were not really dealt
with at that time.

With the ABC there is some­
what of a difference, and I urge
all those who want to do so, to
write to them and object to the
completely negative, offensive
and horrible shows that it has
the gall to put to air. I mention
the "Big Gig" show. It seems
that anything goes, and par­
ticularly religious issues and
religion as such.

It may be said that I have the
answer in that 1 can switch off,
or switch over channels. But in
addition, anyone has the right
to protest the licence which
poses as liberty.

—W.B. Bum
(Morwell, Vic)

COMMONWEALTH
BANK PROTEST

To the Editor,
I feel the flak that came your

way as a result of the item
"Courteous Protest against the
Commonwealth Bank" (origi­
nal article "AC" 8 April issue,
responses 6 May issue) was
undeserved and was couched
in terms which don't exactly
conform with Christian for­
bearance.

After all, you didn't actually
endorse the un-named group's 

suggestion, though some
would say that the publication
of the item implied a certain
or uncertain!—degree of sym­
pathy for it. I assume the report
was used for its news value
and as a marker of thechurches'
interest in social justice.

You were also entitled to
publish the piece as part of The
Australian Christian's com­
mendable policy of widening
its appeal to readers by venti­
lating community issues that
have a connection with the
church's teaching. And the
complaints took an exagger­
ated form—but this is common
to many letters to the editor,
includingsomeofmineto secu­
lar papers! —Jack Ludbrook

(Dulwich, SA)

LOVE HOMOSEXUALS
To the Editor,

I consider the article "Please
Love Homosexuals" (AC 6
May) timely having addressed
the subject with a motion at the 

recent SA Conference. But then
isn't God's timing always per­
fect?

Whilst not disputing the
author's right to request love
and compassion for the homo­
sexual and AIDS sufferer, for
theagapeloveand compassion
of Christ can never be an op­
tion for the Christian, I would
however question his claim as
to the cause of his homosexual­
ity and promiscuity. An expe­
rience with a paedophile youth
leader is not the cause of either.
I would suggest that the author
has shifted the blame which is
not helpful to his healing in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Sexual bro­
kenness would have occurred
in his life at a much earlier part
of his development than 11
years of age with a breakdown
or severance of sexual identity
with his father. I would how­
ever point out that, unfortu­
nately, many paedophiles have
the ability to detect sexually
broken or potential homosex-

BMfetrs from Wfcs
------------- ---------- -■
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Guilty
To the Editor,

I was mad the other day. I had just read the Food and Agricul­
tural Organisation report that said there if 10% more food in the
world than is required to feed everyone. The only trouble is that
the surplus, plus a lot more, is in stockpiles to keep the prices up,
or in the rubbish bins of the affluent quarter of the world. In the
same report I read that 22% of the world's population is suffering
from malnutrition, most of them young children.

These things make me mad. I was thinking that God's judge­
ment on the perpetrators of this outrage will be horrendous. And
I began to wonder who they are. First I thought of the multina­
tionals, then down to the rich who get richer while the poor get
poorer, then down to the politicians looking to keep their seats of
power, then down to the trade union leaders who are more
are ‘standards their members than they
afe about the standards of the rest of the world.

A® 1 desfei}ded th® Judgement Parade I found I was getting
very close to home. My own life style must be at the expense of
rZsion Zi11^1'5^life Style-Our humble brick veneer is
Di^ bv halHh?^^?6 h°Vels and huts and slums 0CCU'
of the kids in the wn hi ?Ur dog lives better than two thirds

1 re*i,!ed «»■ i ™ suu«y
to fcmdveme a^then ?S to ®el hands dean is to ask Cod
aTS ;^-”d vole and iive and talk and

I d better get started.
Hoping you are the same.



ual boys and justify their ac­
tions with a statement such as:
"He would have turned out gay
anyway!" Promiscuity on the
other hand was a conscious
decision that the author made
at a later time in his life and like
all sin needs to be addressed
with repentance and the accep­
tance of God's forgiveness, love
and healing.

Praise God that the SA Con­
ference have formally ad­
dressed the AIDS issue with a
positive motion to love and
support AIDS sufferers and
simultaneously take the neces­
sary measures to educate
members and friends of our
churches so that their life style
will not be conducive to AIDS
suffering.

1 would like to inform read­
ers that a support group known
as Love in Action meets at the
Prospect chapel for people with
sexual brokenness. This group
endeavours to bring about
wholeness and healing that can
only be found in our Lord Jesus
Christ. Love in Action may be 

contacted by writing to GPO
Box 1115, Adelaide 5000, or by
phoning (07) 371 0446.

—Ken Jacobs
(Manningham, SA)

[This letter is longer than the
200 word limit on Letters to the
Editor, however I have allowed
it to be published because of
the importance of the argu­
ment.—Editor]

ACCOMMODATION FOR
THE DISABLED

To the Editor,
The Victorian Churches of

Christ Department of Commu­
nity Care also shares the con­
cern of Margaret Mill and
Nancy Garth ("AC" 6 May)
regarding accommodation for
people with disabilities. The
Government program of mov­
ing people out of institutions
and back into the community
commenced in the mid 1960s.
In broad terms this has been a
worthy goal and an important
step to ensure that those with
disabilities are seen as valued 

people who enjoy the same
rights to life that the rest of the
communityenjoys. The church
also has an important role in
the transition period by offer­
ing a caring ministry that is
consistent with our Christian
understanding of life. This will
include an advocacy role in
appropriate situations where
people are vulnerable to exploi­
tation or misrepresentation. It
also means providing accom­
modation and support services
that meet various needs of
people with disabilities.

Community Care (Vic) have
approved as part of their pol­
icy the provision of support and
accommodation for people
with disabilities. An applica­
tion to the Commonwealth
Department of Community
Services and Health in 1987was
rejected. Further information is
required before a new applica­
tion is made. We would invite
people with specialist skills in
this field to offer, on a volun­
tary basis, the gathering of in­
formation required in order for 

us to successfully apply for fu­
ture funding grants. The need
is real and deserving of our
support.

—Trevor H. Giles
(Executive Director)

CHILD SPONSORSHIP
To the Editor,

In your last issue ("AC" 20
May) Alan Matheson painted
child sponsorship in dark col­
ours. Whilst pure altruism is
very scarce and few claim that
child sponsorship is perfect, it
still has several pluses: it can
provide short-term relief;
empower whole communities
to decide their own futures; and
put donors in touch with their
own and another's humanity
through a direct encounter
which leads to transformation
of the rich as well as the poor.

Sponsorship funds can pro­
vide such things as clean wa­
ter, education, health services,
skills training and loans to help
the poor become self-reliant.

There are many ways of
"doing" sponsorship, but both

MEW TOOKS

Andrew Augustine
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Available from
Federal Literature

Department
c/o Mrs E. Rankine

5 Atkins Avenue
Glen Iris 3146

Phone (03) 29 2881

Lord Make Me Whole
by Pat Greig and Brian White
53.50 plus postage
Five studies on developing
emotional and spiritual
wholeness (review on page 15)

The Table of Love
by Andrew Augustine
$6 plus postage
Presidential addresses designed to
guide the congregation’s thoughts to
the Master's sacrificial death on the
cross. Also contains Introductory
material to help a president prepare
for leading worship.

Australia Grow
Report of the Nationwide
Evangelism Consultation held at
Stanwell Tops In 1988
54 plus postage
Background material and
thoughts for local churches to
look at to examine their
evangelism thrust In the coming
decade

Worship His Majesty
Momlng Worship Resources
edited by Ken Clinton
58 plus postage
A book of communion meditations covering
a year of Sunday worship, but not following
specifically the church year or any set
lectlonary readings or themes.
Contributions by men and women in
Churches of Christ ministry across Australia.
Each meditation Is accompanied by
appropriate prayers and Scripture portions.

ove
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KtewsLettses
Alan and fheNew International­
ist article imply that all spon­
sorship agencies are the same,
and that all sponsorship is still
done in the welfare/charity
model of 20 years ago.

Alongside child sponsor­
ship, World Vision for example
strives to be advocates on be­
half of the poor. Advocacy can
change structural conditions
such as slavery or homeless­
ness which make children suf­
fer.

Both advocacy and child
sponsorship, as well as other
strategies, have a part to play
in our responsibility to God for
our neighbours. Such reflec­
tions on stewardship are to be
welcomed, but simplistic
"black versus white" argu­
ments tend to foster stereotypes
rather than offering construc­
tive suggestions about helping
the poor.

—Rowland Croucher
(World Vision of Australia)

EPPING—CHURCH
PLANTER

To the Editor,
May I, with respect, amend

the story you printed in "Focus
on Telopea" ("AC" 6 May).

Telopea actually began as a
church planting project by
Epping in 1961 when Epping
commissioned a percentage of
its membership to begin the
Telopea church. This work was
heavily assisted by Epping,
initially with leadership, build­
ings, then finance for a further
12 years.

This is an important amend­
ment to note, because Epping
has for many years had a strong
commitment to church plant­
ing, as a viable strategy for
church growth.

FollowingTelopea, Epping's
next major project was plant­
ing the Castle Hill church in
1979, in a similar strategy, until
Castle Hill was self support­
ing.

Since then Epping has sup­
ported financially the new
churches of Menai and Bathurst
in a substantial way.

In early 1988 the Epping
eldership explored the possi­
bility of assisting in a College
proposal to establish a new
church in the developing West

Pennant Hills region.
Commitment to church

planting, and assistance to new
church projects, never occurs
without great sacrifice and cost,
to strong churches, but Epping
has always found its life and
energy by dying to itself, in
commitment to such a church
growth strategy.

—Stephen Curkpatrick
(Epping, NSW)

TAKEN TO TASK
To the Editor,

While reading The Australian
Christian dated 20 May two
things I noticed disturbed me.

Firstly, the Easter Event at
the Blackwood, SA, church (of
which I am a member) was not
solely conducted by Church of
Christ members. Those in­
volved in the production were
from a number of churches
around the Blackwood district
so I wish it acknowledged that
the event was of an ecumenical
nature.

Secondly, while reading of
the Richmond, Vic, Vietnam­
ese church and the baptism of
four adults, I was disappointed
and disturbed that their names
were not included under the
photograph. The only other
photograph which was not
accompanied by the names of
those involved, was of the chil­
dren looking at a crocodile at
the Darwin church Day Care
Centre. I believe that it is im­
portant that all people be given
the same respect and dignity.

—Bronwen Whyatt
(Blackwood, SA)

[In the case of the Blackwood
article the material was sup­
plied by the church and although
we edited the material we were
unaware of the ecumenical co­
operation in this very interest­
ing venture. The material and
photograph regarding the Viet­
namese church was supplied
by an interested Department
and we were not advised of any
names. We certainly attempt to
name everybody whom we
feature in a photograph and we
urge everyone sending us
material to include significant
names and facts in any reports
and photographs sent to us.—
The Editor]

The 2:7 Series
For over 50 years The

Navigators has been commit­
ted to the disciple making proc­
ess. In recent years they have
developed the 2:7Discipleship
Series for use by churches in
small groups.

The 2:7 Series is an approach
to discipleship training that
encourages a more dynamic
personal relationship with
Christ. It is specifically de­
signed for couples and single
adults. The title, the 2:7 Series,
is taken from Colossians 2:7;
"Letyourroots grow down into
him and draw up nourishment
from him. See that you go on
growing in the Lord and be­
come strong and vigorous in
the truth... let your lives over­
flow with joy and thanksgiv­
ing ..."

Small Groups
The 2:7 Series has been de­

signed for use by lay people in
the local church. A 2:7 group
consists of 8-10 people who
meet each week with a trained
instructor. The groups are
meant to create an atmosphere
of help and encouragement for
the group. The group will pray
for one another. Spirited group
discussion will prove to be
interesting, challenging and
helpful to everyday living in a
non-Christian world.

Time and Cost
The 2:7 Series consists of six

12 week courses. Three courses 

are covered in each year of the
two years that participants are
asked to give to the course. The
cost of each 12 week course is
under $1 per person per week.

Leadership Training
As only those who have

successfully completed the
Leaders'Training Seminar may
use the material, the Naviga­
tors train.people to lead groups
in their local church (see advert
on Page 21). The training in­
cludes pre-conference assign­
ment (about four hours), lec­
ture, small group discussion.

Commendation
Allan Webb, Swanston St,

Melbourne comments: "The
biblical basis of ministry is that
every member is to be a minis­
ter. As a pastor I can think of no
better resource tool to equip
members for the work of min­
istry than the Navigator 2:7
Series. It has been exciting to
see dormant members realise
their ministry potential and be
unleashed for the work of
ministry."

Swanston St started their first
2:7 Series group three years ago
and have recently started their
fourth group. David Spencer,
a Navigator staff worker who
has been in membership at
Swanston St for the past 18
years and who has been a part
of Swanston Street's mission­
ary family for the past 12years,
was the first group leader.

I.-—---3 Providing a
relocation service

; across Australia and
offerinq New Zealand

* on.^.e sP°t Some loans
• building & mortage T.L. insurance
• valuations, free appraisals
• auctions
• property management

PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL
AND PERSONAL SERVICE

WOON & QUIN PTY. LTD
Uconsod Agent*, M.R.EI.

Un,ey Rd-> Malvern 5061________ Dean Sander
Office (08) 373 1666; Fax'fOS) 373 1672; A.H. (08) 377 0371
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Twenty-five Chifidren Die Every Hour fin Southern Afrfioa

Twenty-five children die
every hour as a result of war in
Southern Africa, according to
a report produced this year by
UNICEF.

In Mozambique, nearly 3.5
million people havebeen forced
to flee their homes. Another 1
million have sought refuge in
neighbouring countries.

The war in Mozambique
between the government and
South African backed rebels has
affected the whole region.
Churches in the region have
been struggling to meet the
refugees' basic needs and to
help them rebuild their shat­
tered lives. Force Ten will
support their efforts.

In Mozambique, the war has
cut off whole districts from the
rest of the country. In Zambe-
zia province, the Christian
Council of Mozambique, in co­
operation with the national
airline, has organised an airlift
to meet the immediate needs of
at least 100,000.

Desperately needed are
seeds and tools for the next
planting, blankets, food, soap,

Displaced people In Teto Province

beans and maize. The area's
isolation is so great that many
of the local people have no
clothing.

A factory in Mozambique
produces "family packets" of
clothing at a cost of about $50
per packet.

In neighbouring Malawi,
750,000 Mozambicans have
sought refuge. The Christian
Council of Malawi has helped
to construct hundreds of shel­
ters for the refugees.

The Council has also organ­
ised skills training, recreation 

and income generating proj­
ects. Its member churches pro­
vide pastoral care and counsel­
ling.

For more information, con­
tact Force Ten at Box C199,
Clarence St.P.O., Sydney 2000.
Phone (02) 29 2215.

CycBooiies fio Oor Loves

Kerry Schulz teaching at Londua Training School

One weekend in April Cy- I at Londua Training School. It
cloneLillynearlyblewusaway | wasn't a really strong cyclone,

but it was enough to bring
branches down and to blow a
few tank tops away.

Sunday morning was the
worst. We had buckets of rain.
The roads are now in a dread­
ful state.

Church was due to start at 9
am but we would have been
very wet by the time we got to
the chapel, which had three
inches of water in it anyway.

We planned to have the serv­
ice at 11 am regardless. When
that time arrived the rain 

stopped and even the wind died
down.

Our lives are like that some­
times. We too experience 'cy­
clones'. Earlier this year we had
many problems at school. Apart
from that Peter's father had a
heart attack. At this time we
really drew closer to God and
felt at peace, even though the
'cyclone' was around.

It was strange that as soon as
we finished the service the rain
and wind were strong again.

—Kerry Schulz (Vanuatu)

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H. (03) 7221780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE
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Operation Mobilisation
have advised that MV Dou-
los will now be berthing at
Princes Pier in Melbourne
and not at Station Pier as
previously advised.

Russell Wesley, a gradu­
ate from the College of
the Bible In 1978, and
currently CCES Chaplain
at Geelong High School,
underwent a heart trans­
plant on 24 May. At the
time of going to press his
condition was listed as
extremely serious.

A Chinese house church
evangelist arrested last
year in what apparently has
been an organised govern­
ment clampdown against
the house church network
nationwide, remains impris­
oned. meanwhile govern­
ment officials have re­
leased little news about the
status of his case.

The effort to bring peace
to Sudan, the north Afri­
can nation that has seen
civil war In one form or
another for the last 30
years, has again been
stalled In the wake of
demands from Influential
Muslim officials who say
they will not join a new
provisional government
unless Sharia or Islamic
law is Implemented to
govern all the nation's
people.

The exiled religious leader
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh
(Orange People), known for
his teachings on free sex,
announced from his Poona,
India, resort that he has
changed his name once
again; this time to Suravi
Rajneesh.

In the 6 May Issue of The
Australian Christian the
Department of Mission,
Education & Develop­
ment advertised for gifts
for Bibles and outreach
activities. The Bible So­
ciety's Victorian office
read the ad and were
happy to supply 50 cop­
ies of the Vietnamese
Bible at no cost.

A book on child rearing,
written by a psychiatrist
from an explicitly Christian
perspective, has been pur­

chased by Soviet authori­
ties for distribution in Rus­
sian health centres. The
book How to Rgally Love
Your Child by Ross
Campbell was first pub­
lished by Tyndale House in
1977.

While there were only 9
known Christiano In Af­
ghanistan before the
Russian Invasion ln1980,
there are now about 350
known believers there.
While the numbers are
still relatively small, the
political and social up­
heaval wreaked by the
Invasion has sparked an
Interest In spiritual mat­
ters.

In June 1988 there were
432,863 children in Austra­
lia in sole parent families
reliant on social security
pensions.

Barbara Tripp, the Cana­
dian cyclist who rode
around Australlalastyear
with the Bible Society’s
“Bike for Bibles” team,
has gained recognition
from the Guiness Book
of Records for being the
first woman to cycle
around Australia. Bar­
bara was the only woman
to ride every kilometre.
Last year's Bike for
Bibles project raised
$475,000 throughout
Australia.

The American Bible Soci­
ety has leamtthat churches
in Iraq have been given
Government permission to
import thousands of Bibles
and New testaments. Offi­
cial permission has already
been given for the ship­
ment of 2,200 Bibles,
churches have applied to
import more than 14,000.

Billy Graham has ac­
cepted an Invitation to
preach in Hungary’s larg­
est outdoor sports sta­
dium on 29 July. This Is
the first time permission
has been granted for
such an event, In an out­
door stadium, anywhere
in eastern Europe.

By June 1988 there were
195,000 on public housing
waiting lists throughout
Australia.

During May the World
Home Bible League
shipped afurther 300,000
copies of the Portuguese
Bible to Brazil. The ship­
ment, In 10 containers, Is
being paid for through
donations and will cost
$150,000. The Bibles
were all printed In Aus­
tralia and follow the 1
million copies sent In
1988.

In 1985-86 the bottom 10%
of Australian income units
received 2% of total income
whereas the top 10% re­
ceived 28% of total income,
or more than 15 times as
much.

Rox Marre, North
Queensland's deputy
commissioner of taxa­
tion, resigned recently to
have more time for theo­
logical studies. Rox
Marre, already a deacon
In the Anglican Church,
Io reading for a Dip Th
and hopes to proceed to
prlestlng. In an Interview
with the Townsville Bul­
letin he pointed out that
our Lord had a particular
relationship with tax col­
lectors!

Alexei Bishkov, the Gen­
eral Secretary of the All
Union Council of Evangeli­
cal Christians-Baptists in
the Soviet Union, reports
they can now announce
evangelism meetings in
newspapers, radio and on
placards. Permission has
now also been given for a
four year Bible Seminary in
Moscow, the first in 70
years.

A labour shortage In
Hong Kong has Indirectly
brought attention to the
living conditions of refu­
gees. Hong Kong needs
up to 150,000 extra work­
ers to cure Its labour
shortage and It has often
been suggested that the
refugees be released
from their camps to per­
form various jobs.

The missionary organisa­
tion Interserve (formerly
BMMF International) is to
pull out of Afghanistan fol­
lowing British Government
advice.

Renewed belief In God Io
taking place In Central
Africa, according to mis­
sionary organisations In
Rwanda and Uganda.
Missionaries claim that
more people are coming
to Christ now than at any
tlmo since World War II.
Although the spread of
AIDS Into the region has
turned some people to
God, missionaries feel
there io also a sincere
belief In the power of the
church.

Australia should increase
its overseas aid by $300
million a year, according to
a report by the Federal
Parliament’s joint commit­
tee on foreign affairs, de­
fence and trade. Significant
cuts in recent years had
damaged Australia's repu­
tation, the report said.

Luis Palau, together with
British rock star Cliff
Richard, spoke at an
evangelistic youth rally
In Budapest, Hungary, on
8 April. There was a ca­
pacity crowd of 12,000
and 1,200 responded to
the Invitation at the end
of the event.

Pentecostal churches are
growing fast in Finland, at a
time when regular atten­
dance at the state estab­
lished Evangelical Lu­
theran Church has reached
an all-time low. Although
95% of Finland’s citizens
register themselves as
belonging to the state
church, and many have
baptismsandchurch funer­
als, only some 3% of the
population attend weekly
worship. Monthly chur­
chgoing is higher at over
10%.

An Ethiopian theologian,
Rev Blrhanu Wodajo, has
saldthatwomen will soon
beordalnedlnhlschurch,
the Ethiopian Evangeli­
cal Church Mekane
Yesus. His prediction Is
based on the active in­
volvement of women In
the service of the church.

The Kenya government
was greatly embarrassed
by a report at a high level
international conference
that the country had ex­

ported 12,000 human foe­
tuses to the US for experi­
ments in the development
of future biological warfare.

Tho AIDS toll In Uganda
has created a new army
of orphans, overstretch­
ing the available welfare
resources and spreading
panic among social work­
ers. In Rakal district, the
moot affectod area In tho
country, 12,000 orphans
had been registered In the
last 10 years. Tho situ­
ation has been escalated
by widows of AIDS vic­
tims migrating to urban
areas thus spreading tho
disease.

A printing press destined
for use in independent
publishing was confiscated
by customs officials on 14
April soon after arrival at
Moscow’s Sheremetevo
Airport. According to
Keston College the press
was to be delivered to
Christian activist, Alexan­
der Ogorodnikov, editor of
a Moscow based independ­
ent journal Christian Com­
munity Bulletin.

Americans are about
evenly divided on the
abortion question, a new
poll conducted by the
New York Times and CBS
News has shown. The poll
found that 49% of Ameri­
cans favour continuation
ofthepresentlegalstatus
of abortion, while 48%
favoured some restric­
tions, Including 9% who
want a total ban on abor­
tions.

In the US an Air Force
woman who identifies her­
self as a witch has been
given permission to ob­
serve 8 religious holidays,
including All Hallow’s Eve.

An ordinance proposed
by San Francisco city
officials would expand
the legal definition of
“family" to Include homo­
sexual couples and un­
married couples who live
together. Recognition of
“domestic partnerships”
would give homosexual
couples and unmarried
heterosexual couples the
legal status of married
couples.

3 June 1989
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Surrey Hills/
Wattle Park

Church of Christ
1 The Avenue
Surrey Hills

Minister—Milton Oliver
CENTENARY SERVICES

Sunday 16 July 1989
10.30 am

Worship and Communion
Speaker: Graham Gilmour

12.30 pm
Luncheon in the Hall

2-5 pm
An informal reunion
gathering in the Hall

RSVP for lunch by 2 July
Ring

Nell Haines
(03) 889 5062

Joyce Clutterbuck (Gilmour)
(03) 288 2874

Joan Davies (Murray)
(03) 890 5758
Ray Minahan
(03) 898 2489

HAPPY VALLEY, SA
25 June

TEMPLE DAY SERVICE
9.30 am

Guest speaker:
Trevor Lawrie
To celebrate

1st anniversary of
opening of building

Address: Corner Hub
Drive & Windebanks Road
Phone: Office (08) 370 6006

Manse (08) 370 6007
Temple Day offering will

be received

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Hostel Suites

PHONE (03) 786 8679
Walting List Now Open

Winter warmth in Adelaide!
Share our friendship:

Hampstead Gardens
Church of Christ

[cnr Falcon & Gambia Ave]
"Winter Series at Five’

Family Services
* Guest artists * Interviews

* Fellowship Teas
Each Sunday—5 pm

[June-August]
* Morning services
9.30 and 11.00 am
Minister Keith Ridge

Colonel Light Gardens
Church of Christ

require a
MINISTER

We are a suburban church with a potential for
growth both spiritually and numerically. The position
would suit a person who can lead us into the 1990s

with a positive and caring ministry. Ministry can
commence as early as January 1990 but a later date

is negotiable.
Applications marked “Confidential” should be sent to:

Mr D. Galliford
2 Francis Street

Daw Park, SA 5041

Thmmilksgjiving) Service
The final service of worship
and celebration will be
held on Sunday
25 June
11 am v j
Communion
Service

Speaker:
W.W. (Dick)
Saunders
(past minister)
Lunch will be provided. -“W*

------------

To assist with catering arrangements please contact:
Bob Allan Keith Aird
(08) 46 1405 (08) 231 1911
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"The Good Book" is a series of 13 features on the history and
theology of the Bible that are being broadcast on ABC Radio
National on Sundays 5.10-6 pm commencing on 9 July.

This series, presented by Brian Redhead, one of Britain's best
known radio broadcasters, is the result of over 100 interviews
with scholars in Britain, Europe and America. The Bible is exam­
ined and explained in terms which a century of scholarship has
brought forth.

The following is a synopsis of each session (date of broadcast in
brackets).

1. The Flight from Mystery (9 July). Genesis is the first book of
the Bible tells the story of the Creation of the world. Why are there
two accounts of it and what can this tell us about the Bible as a
whole?

2. Pride and Patriarchs (16 July). Abraham the father in faith of
Jews, Christians and Muslims. Who is he? Why did he pretend his
wife was his sister? What is the lesson of his life and the challenge
of his story?

3. The Bridge between Dreams (23 July). Exodus is the story of
Joseph and Egypt and the escape from slavery, Moses and the
God of wonders. Can we say when it happened or know with
greater clarity precisely what did happen?

4. The Path to Kingship (30 July). Joshua, Judges and Samuel.
The followers of Moses rebel against Pharaoh, turn to God and
demand a king. What were the pressures and examples of their
neighbours reflected in this abrupt change?

5. A Tent made of Gold (6 August). David, Solomon and the
Temple, the Psalms. When the Roman Pompey walked into the
Temple in Jerusalem he was astonished to find at its heart an
empty room. Why did the Jews build a house for the God whose
home is the whole universe?

6. Zion's Watchman (13 August). The Prophets Isaiah, Jere­
miah and their fellow Jewish prophets didn't specialise in de­
scribing the future. Their task was the much more important and
risky one of describing the present. Criticism of the powerful
continues to challenge their successors today.

7. The Furnace of Affliction (20 August). Ezekiel, Daniel and
the Exile in Babylon. How could the ruin of the Temple, and the
catastrophe, be the starting point of a new, deeper and richer
understanding for the Jews of God's purposes and man's place in
his plans?

■ U/ORBbookstore
Books • Bibles•Records * Cassettes • Music • Gifts

Discount Prices, Mall & Phone orders welcome, Credit cards accepted.

Christian Video Library
Movies for Youth, Children, General audiences. Studies by top speakers.

18 26 Cantertwy M. Hcathmc.it Vic. 729 3777
200 HunUngdale Road, East OaMclgh. Vic. 544 5844

55 GrenteO Street Adelaide. SA 223 4249
2422 Logan Rd. Eight Mile Plains. Old. 341 8500
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8. A Framework for Eternity (27 August). Jonah and Job. The
shipwreck of Jonah and the sufferings of Job have implications far
beyond the individuals in these stories or even the whole of their
people. The reality of the divine and the problem of pain are
questions now set before not just one nation but the whole human
race.

9. Crisis in the Wilderness (3 September). The world between
the Old and New Testaments. The time of the Greeks, the Ro­
mans, the Maccabees. Into the story step such figures as Salome,
the Herods, and a desert prophet called John.

10. A New Song (10 September). The New Testament. Who
was Jesus of Nazareth? The greatest man who ever lived-or the
son of God on earth? Why almost 2,000 years after he was
executed on a cross do more than a billion people call themselves
his followers?

11. To the Ends of the Earth (17 September). The Acts and the
Letters. Paul, the rabid persecutor of Jesus' followers became the
most tireless of his spokespersons. Ho w was the message of Jesus
spread and developed after his death? What does it mean today?

12. The Rock as Battleground (24 September). The Revelation
of John the Divine is the last book in the Bible. Called the
"Apocalypse" (Uncovering), its prophecies of blood, death and
judgement bring the New Testament to a stem conclusion, yet
combined with a message of hope. What is the meaning of this
most mysterious book?

13. The Final Arena (1 October). A summary program looks at
the transmission of the Bible and its effect up to the present day,
and surveys some general questions raised by the series.

?oOej
BUSINESS AS USUAL

Business as Usual is not the type of film to view if you are looking
for an evenings entertainment. This film examines a large number
of issues but without over preaching on the matter. The film is
well acted with the stars being Glenda Jackson, John Thaw and
Cathy Tyson. For once this was a film that did not have to use
nudity, violence and gross language to sell its self.

Business as Usual is set in economically depressed Liverpool
and is partly a commentary on the lot of the working class in
current England. That country is split very much between the
economically bouyant south and the depressed north. The story
revolves around Babs Flynn (Glenda Jackson) who stands up to
the area manager over his sexual advances to one of the clerks in
a fashion chain. Babs is sacked and this brings her into contact

14 (218) The Australian Christian

Hcathmc.it


with radicals in the union movement who picket the shops and
gain much media attention. Babs' husband Kieran (John Thaw) is
a house husband following the failure of his negotiations to save
an ailing busmess. Kieran had been a prominent labour union
negotiator who was not in favour of the radicals approach at all
The film deals sensitively with the conflict within the marriage
relationship and the family. Other issues such as racism, police
brutality, sexual harassment and marriage relationships are all
covered in the material in this film.

I found the film very thought provoking and "enjoyed"
viewing it but it is not a film I would see for pure entertainment.

Business as Usual is currently screening at the Kino,45 Collins
St, Melbourne and will no doubt screen in Sydney and other
capital cities. This will not screen through the normal distribution
outlets but will be screened in the art-house type theatres.

—CRA
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PERSON TO PERSON
(Scripture Union) $395 or
$150 for 13 weeks rental

Many church leaders are
puzzled about the best way to
equip and mobilise their
members for evangelism. This
video training program is de­
signed to help ordinary Chris­
tians talk about their faith and
share the gospel. Theprogram
was produced in England
through the combined efforts
of the Bible Society, Campus
Crusade for Christ and Scrip­
ture Union.and uses video,
group work, homework as­
signments and "on the job"
experience. There are ten
training sessions of approxi­
mately two hours each.

Person to Person is flexible in its use for training in a range of
evangelistic initiatives. It includes a short leader's briefing before
each video session and there are supplementary printed re­
sources as well.

The program is available in Australia through Scripture Union.
A 20 min demonstration video is available on free loan for a
month to help churches decide if they want to use the program.

®@©fcs
LORD MAKE ME WHOLE
Five Studies on Developing Emotional and Spiritual

by Pat Greig & Brian White (Vital Publications) $3-50
The latest in the series of national study guides that the Federal

Board of Christian Education is pubUshingin co-operation wth
the Federal Literature Department. Lord Make MeWhole is de­
signed to be used primarily in study gr°VPs bu t
very useful for individuals to read and reflect uP°n- a , . ® ...
Brian White believe that once we establish a r®Iabon®b‘P h
God through faith in Jesus Christ we then begin to grow Awards
wholeness°These studies have been written t0 t,“l
grow in the area of emotions and in bringing p p
sense of peace and well-being._______________

me whole
The first study looks at the

whole question of our emo­
tions and feelings and looks
at how these affect our rela­
tionship with God and with
fellow humans. Study two
looks at the emotion of guilt
while the third study looks at
anger. A common emotion in
our society is depression and
this is dealt with in the fourth
study whilst the last study
looks at the issue of self-es­
teem.

Pat Greig, a clinical and
educational psychologist, co­
ordinates the pastoral care
team at the Ringwood, Vic,
church. Brian White is cur­
rently a field director with the

Vic-Tas Mission, Education & Development.
An excellent series of studies that every church should consider

using in small groups. The material is of value for all Christians
not just those who are currently trying to deal with difficulties in
their life.

Lord Make Me Whole is available from the Federal Board of
Christian Education, 52 La Trobe St, Melbourne 3000, Phone (03)
662 2377 or from the Federal Literature Department, C/- Mrs
E.M. Rankine, 5 Atkins Ave, Glen Iris 3146, for S350 plus postage.

—CRA

PRAYING IN SECRET
by Hedley and Lyn Beare
(Joint Board of Christian
Education) $7.95

Here is a manual for mak­
ing meditative prayer part of
your every day. It's written
from the perspective that
every Christian needs an ex­
tra dimension to prayer to
make it more meaningful.
There is within some very
helpful suggestions for "qui­
etening down" before we
pray, making sure the one en­
gaged in prayer is in a regular
place and with a relaxed mind
and body before prayer be­
gins. The authors very clev­
erly use visualisation, the
Bible, the lectionary (lists of
Bible readings used by

Churches of Christ) to help the pray-er realise the presence of Je­
sus.

The authors deal with the deep meaning of 1 John 1:9 expertly
targeting the need to be spiritually and physically healthy in
applying the verse to our lives. In the final two chapters the
readers are encouraged to tap into God's resources which make
us feel good about ourselves and to feel "all is well".

This is a "how to do it" book, a rare commodity for everyone
wanting to "tone up" their prayer life. It's a book of 80 pages very
well written and obviously from the pen of two people who have
been able to capture in the pages of their book their own experi­
ence of Christian meditation and how to practise it. —MWM
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