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Comment

The advantages of a big church

The Larger Church:
A P©shBV@ WsmeO

by Don Smith

W
ollongong, NSW, church's re­
port ("AC" 18 August) and the

details of the successful raising
of $1.7 million for the new facilities, the
continuing growth of the church to 800
active members, 1,000 at worship on Sun­
days, and 100 baptisms each year are news
items in which we can all rejoice.

Australian Trend
The report highlights the significance of

the larger church. While this is not a new
phenomenon in the Protestant church the
development of larger churches both in
the United States and now Australia does
seem to be a definite trend of recent dec­
ades. The trend is something about which
we can feel encouraged. Larger churches,
which I define here as those with member­
ships and attendances of over 200, are of
strategic significance in each of our states.
In Victoria the 10 churches in this category
have 30% of our state membership. Similar
patterns exist in other states—Queensland,
five churches—29%, New South Wales,
four churches—25%, South Australia, three
churches—20%, and Western Australia,
four churches—27%.

Misunderstood
Sometimes these situations are misun­

derstood. A multiple ministry team in the
larger church may be seen as selfish when
some smaller churches are unable to locate
a suitable leader. Such a complaint fails to
recognise that the larger church needs a
strong ministerial team to service the large
membership. Analysis will mostly show
that the team is proportionately spread
over a much wider group of people than
that found in smaller churches. On other
occasions I have heard expressions of sur­
prise that one of the team members is not
available to fill a pulpit vacancy at some
other location.

Second Priority
The American church consultant Lyle

Schaller lists the development and encour­
agement of larger churches as his second
priority in any denominational strategy
He lists new church development as the
first priority. I believe we need to take
Schaller's comments seriously and be as
supportive as we can of the growth of
larger churches.

Experience Counts
The larger church, with its program op­

tions, good music and improved facilities,
is in a strong position to attract young
adults, young marrieds, and in general
terms those born after 1945. Becauseof the
membership growth patterns the larger
church becomes experienced in welcom­
ing people and maidng deliberate efforts
to assimilate newcomers. Mostly the larger
church expects to have visitors and so is
organised to both receive them and take
active follow-up steps. Their experience
counts and so stimulates further growth.

Larger churches constitute a high
proportion of our membership,
are In a strong position to attract
new people ana contribute more
to conference work

Partnership
Our experience in Victoria is that larger

churches contribute a significant number
of people to Conference committees and
are by far the strongest financial backers of
both State and Federal departmental work.
With Paul we can give thanks for their
partnership in the Gospel (Philippians 15).

No Put-Downs
These comments are in no way meant to

put down the overwhelming proportion
of smaller and middle size churches in our
midst. A similar pattern exists in the United
States. Every church is in the business of
partnership in the Gospel. We need a
growing recognition of the dynamics that
govern the operations of small, middle­
size, and larger churches. Schaller's writ'
ing on these issues is of outstanding sig­
nificance. Small churches will want to grow
as do larger or medium-size churches. This
reflection is about affirming our larger
churches rather than knocking them.

See Lyle Schaller's:
• The Small Church Is Different
• The Middle Sized Church
• The Multiple Staff and the Larger Church
• Growing Plans (a composite statement

on issues for churches in each category) 
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•Don Smith is Executive Director of the Vie-
Tas Department of Mission, Education ana
Development.
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feiteircjje for IMIaekay
The Mackay, Qld, church has

undergone many changes in the
past 12 months. A fire de­
stroyed the office and library
sections of the new building.
The restoration has now been
completed. Norm Flett, who
commenced ministry in
Mackay in 1978, moved on to a
new fellowship after 11 years.

1990 has seen a fresh start for
the church with a new minis-

Cabrlel Babare

ter, Gabriel Babare, and many
new members. Gabriel com­
menced in January and brought
with him a burst of energy. His
enthusiasm is evident and his
energy seemingly unlimited.

In his first eight months of
ministry Gabriel has initiated
many new projects, including
new-style evening services, ti­
tled "Sunday at 7" (off the plat­
form), Divine Drama, an IBM
user group and a "Back to the
Future" service inviting folk
who hadn't been to services for
a few years. A "Recharge '90"
week included a guest speaker,
Graham Hyman, and a concert
from the church's many tal­
ented musicians and actors.

Therehavebeen several suc­
cessful fundraisers including a
mystery auction and a pre­
loved Tupperware sale and
planned functions include a
fundraising dinner and mys­
tery car drive.

"Come and Do", Boys' Bri­
gade and playgroups continue
as the church's community
contact.

The church is excited about
its future. In the first six months
of 1990 there were 21 new
members and many more visi­
tors and friends.

CMP Second Anniversary
Achievements

Ian Cartmel

Mornington, Vic, church
celebrated its second anniver­
sary in September. The church
planting venture, under the
leadership of Ian Cartmel, was
the first initiative of the new
joint Department of Mission,
Education and Development-
Properties Corporation Church
Reach Out Plan (CROP).
Progress hasbeen so strong that
the church achieved self-sup­
port in July this year.

Ian Tippett, field director
with the Department of Mis­
sion, Education and Develop­
ment, led a planned giving
program in early September,
which culminated in a 42% in­
crease in giving from $480 per
week to $683 per week. It is
anticipated that weekly giving

WsiDO D=0s}[m^0imgj ffoir WCC
Assembly Oro Canberra

Samantha Cent and husband Cavin with the wall hanging

A wall hanging is being sent
to WCC 7th Assembly Office
in Canberra, by the Hampton
Street, Vic, church. The de­
signer is Samantha Gent.

The theme selected by
Samantha from those given by
the WCC was "Spirit of
Truth—Set Us Free". The
flaming bottom section depict­
ing a ball and chain and a
serpent represents the bond­
age of sin. The central figure
rises from this on a cross with
golden wings: "The Spirit of
Jesus, of truth, setting us free!"
The Rialto building and the
Spire on the edge of Port Phillip 

Bay represents Samantha's
home city, Melbourne.
Samantha makes excellent use
of colour: the flames are red,
the chain is gold, the serpent is
multicoloured, the bay is blue
as is the cross, and red, yellow
and white are used for the
flowers, which, with the green
lawns, represent the "Garden
State". The Rialto building is
silver and the spire is gold.

This will be a bright star in
the whole combined wall
hanging and should open up a
connection with the fortunate
church that it will be given to.

—Alice Allison

should exceed $700 per week
when full details are available.
The planned giving program
has given the church a signifi­
cant stimulus and should en­
able the congregation to plan
for the future with confidence.

The church is in continuing
contact with first-time visitors
and enquirers. Since the
Mornington church planting a
further two new outer-metro­
politan churches have been es­
tablished, at Mulgrave and
Rowville, with the latter call­
ing its first full-time minister
for 1991. A fourth new church
is planned for Sunbury in 1992.

Alongside these new projects
the Fountain Gate church af­
filiated with Conference, two
newhousegroupsatBerriedale
and Kingston-Blackman's Bay
in outer metropolitan Hobart
and four new ethnic projects
have been developed. A new
Indian church is to belaunched
in October with further expan­
sion of Vietnamese work
planned for 1991.

Cheryl Johnson reports en­
couraging progress with the
new singles program estab­
lished at East Kew. Other pro­
posals under the CROP initia­
tive are pending.

22 September 1990 The Australian Christian (411) 3



1] 5'£h AowuwtFsaiiry CeQcgfbrated] ©on (MM® DsDsi^gO

The congregation on the anniversary day

On 1 Jume 1975 a small group
gathered in the lounge at the
newly opened hostel of the
Bribie Island Retirement Vil­
lage, Qld, to celebrate the
Lord's Supper.

This group was mainly made
up of those living in the village.
In the early days the Social
Service Department watched
over this group, organising the
Sunday speakers. As the years
passed thegroupbegantogrow
and a number of residents from
the Bribie community joined in
the fellowship.

In 1983 plans were underway
to secure a portion of land
where a chapel could be built.
This was finalised in late 1983
and on 13 January 1986 the
building of the chapel was
commenced. The chapel was
completed by July 1986. The
first service in the new chapel
was held on 9 July and the
building was officially opened 

by the Hon. Evan Adermann
on 27 September 1986. The
building was erected by Mobile
Mission Maintenance.

The project was also assisted
by many hours of voluntary
labour from a number of men
from the church. So enthusias­
tic was the congregation that in
two years and eight months
after the building was complete
they had repaid their loan of
$61,000.

As there was no full-time
minister the preaching and
business of the church was car­
ried out by students and a part-
time minister but in the main
by a number of faithful men
from the Bribie church.

On 3 June 1990 a day of cel­
ebration was held when the
church celebrated its 15th an­
niversary.

It was a special day!
The speaker was agin the

Hon. Evan Adermann and the 

other positions for the morn­
ing were filled by those who
had contributed to the Bribie
church in the early days.

In February the church in­
vited Wayne, Liz and Michael
Kirk to be the first full-time
minister. —W.R. Hill

Churches of Christ Nursing Home
Wahgoo Road
Murrumbeena

Saturday
27 October

10 am to 3 pm
Christian Guest Home and Emmaus

139 Atherton Road
Oakleigh
Saturday

10 November
9.30 am to 1.30 pm

Morning teas and lunches available
aintings, cakes, plants, jams, pickles, toys and

gifts for sale

900000000000000000000000000

Department of Community Care
Annual Fetes

Fun for All the Family
Fred Cambridge House

LA Campbell Grove
North cote
Saturday

20 October
10 am to 3 pm

22 September 19?°

Harcourt
Church of Christ
Building Centenary

-------- 1--------
1890 1990

Celebration Service
10.45 am Sunday
21 October 1990

Followed by Luncheon
All ex-members and friends

welcome to share
Secretary

Horde Rice (054) 74 2248

“Sat?
66

« <ud and ’I'Ufate.”
present

A tape of traditional and contemporarv
Christian music featuring cho?rs
instrumental, duets anf solos

Cost—$13
Enqmries—East Ipswich Church of Christ

69 Brisbane Road
East Ipswich, Qld 4305
Phone—(07) 8121947

e Also Available at Federal Conference, Brisl

a 99

>ane
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Andrew, Adrianne, Kirk, Doug and Katie Fitzpatrick

Evangelfist at
Subiaco

Graham M. Johnston is cur­
rently serving the Subiaco,
WA, church as senior pastor
since his marriage to a local girl
Tracey (nee Hemming). Part of
his agreement with the church
is that he will be released occa­
sionally to join Leighton Ford
Ministries to organise and
participate in international
evangelistic campaigns.

Now 30 years of age, Graham
started preaching at the age of
15 and was taken under the
wing of Leighton Ford to be
coached in world evangelism.
Graham has worked with both
Dr Leighton Ford and Billy
Graham in campaigns. He has
participated in ventures for
Christ in Russia, Hungary,
Romania, Czechoslovakia,
Poland, France, Thailand and
the Philippines.

In October 1989, just before
Romania broke away from
Communism, Graham was in
charge of a lightning strike for
Jesus Christ when he and three
other young preachers entered
quietly into the country to
preach for a few days to over­
flowing meetings of people
thirsting to hear the Gospel.
However, their every move was
watched whileinRomania,and
their rooms were bugged, so
that great care had to be exer­
cised. To avoid arrest even their
Bibles were left at home.

Next October Graham is to
be involved in yet another ad­
venture planned by Leighton
Ford Ministries.

Tracey and Graham
Johnston

1991 heralds the commenc­
ing of a new and exciting era
forthegospelintheUpperBlue
Mountains in NSW.

For many years the church
hasbeen faithful despite disap­
pointments and lean times.

Wentworth Falls church be­
gan in 1946. The people who
served the Lord there are to be
commended for their faithful
stand.

In 1976 a new work was be­
gun in a rundown Anglican
buildingin NorthKatoomba. It
also knew good and bad times,
and maintained its faithfulness.

However by the end of 1989
both congregations were
struggling, and both works
were weak. After prayer and
discussion, a new vision was
born and it was decided to take
the big step of selling the
Wentworth Falls church and
property and amalgamating
with the North Katoomba
church. This meant that a new
planting program could be un­
dertaken in North Katoomba,
which had a large block of
empty land with a very small
building on it, giving plenty of
room for growth. Surrounding
the church are many new
homes and young families.

From the instant the amalga­
mation took place the people
blended together as though it
was the way it was meant to be.
The decision then was to look
for a minister who would be
able to shepherd and lead the
church forward. Thechoice was
easy and obvious, and the new
Upper Blue Mountains church
looks forward to the arrival of

Doug Fitzpatrick, who is now
at the Glen Waverley, Vic,
church.

This has caused much ex­
citement for the church and
preparations are now well in
hand to build a new manse for
Doug Fitzpatrick, his wife,
Adrianne, and their three chil­
dren, Andrew, Katie and Kirk.

The amalgamated congre­
gation now averages 23 each
Sunday with new people com­
ing to "have a look". The wor­
ship is positive and one of the
features of the service is the
open prayer time where many
people not only pray for the
needs of the congregation but
also express a deep burden for
their community and for the
world at large.

Sunday School has now bro­
ken its record of 20, and has set 

a new goal of 40 children. This
is excellent as there was no
Sunday School in existence at
the beginning of 1989.

The NSW Department of
Church Development and
Education takes great delight
in this new work, and will give
financial backing to the minis­
try. Alf Bourne, Judy Gordon,
Carolyn Baxter, Rod and
Marjan Beer and Clinton and
Trich Wardle have all played
vital roles in establishing the
work, and also thanks to God
for the loyal and faithful serv­
ice of Frank Clark, who main­
tained leadershipat Wentworth
Falls for many years.

The future looks good and
blessings are expected to con­
tinue as God leads the church
into its exciting future.

—Judy Gordon

Les Lawlor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—"white ants”—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact,
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636
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LeadleirsMip 2®®© KevSsRed (Gladstone OwA Rtoves
Did "Leadership2000"make

any real difference to our
churches? Was the initial, en­
thusiastic reaction to the expe­
rience in Singapore a year ago
the predictable reaction to
many training programs? Did
the whole experience dissipate
when the the recipients re­
turned to the reality of their
churches? Not according to the
reports received some 12
months later:

"Had 40 baptisms last year."
"Wenowhaveamuchhigher

retention rate."
"We are soon to move onto a

five-acre site."
"We have had to extend our

building again."
"I cannot keep up with the

new people."
"Thank God we have been

now able to add new staff."
"We have had a 33% increase

in membership and a 25% in­
crease in the evening service."

"Now, with our growth, we
are moving to multiple serv­
ices."

"We thank God for an in­
creased number of study
groups."

In addition to these reactions,
two of the participants have,
since the seminar, been called
to serve in larger churches.

These, and many other com­
ments, underline the impres­
sions that "Leadership 2000"
had a permanent impact on the
style, competence and content
of the ministries of many of the
participants.

Follow-up seminars, con­
ducted by senior ministers,
have been held in most of the
participating churches.

"Leadership 2000", funded
by Christian Projects, has
proved to be one of the most
significant training experiences
organised by Churches of
Christ. The model of intensive

The Gladstone, Qld, church
recently celebrated the open-
ingofitsmovetonew premises.

Gladstone, an industrial city
on the coast of central Queens­

training for a week and a half,
with extended opportunities of
interaction with experienced
ministers and the follow-up
seminars in the participants'
churches have helped turn
many of our churches around.
The approach is being studied
by denominational leaders in
the United States, who are ex­
perimenting with different ap­
proaches to equip ministers to
develop and lead larger
churches.

Plans are now being made
for a follow-up seminar in
Sydney late in 1991 for all par­
ticipants and other ministers
involved in team ministries.

—Ted Keating

land approximately 600 km
north of Brisbane, has always
been a place of enormous po­
tential, which is no w coming to
fruition. The church had been
situated at 124 Auckland Street
since 1953 and hadsuffered
greatly with the boom and bust
nature of the city itself. Over
the last few years however, the
population of Gladstone has
settled and this has been re­
flected in the growth of the
church.

At thebeginning of this year,
due to an increase in member­
ship, the need to move became
a necessity, so when a building
became available it was seen as
an answer to prayer. Thechurch
is now situated in a residential
area and has a seating capacity
of around 150.

An opening and dedication
service held for the new build­
ing was attended by approxi­
mately 95. The Mayor of
Gladstone, Aiderman Col

Sunday School] Service M Bathurst
The5pmserviceatB athurs t,

NSW, on 12 August opened
with young musicians playing
for the opening praise songs.
The orchestra consisted of two
flutes, organ, cornet, piano,
drum and electric guitar. The
singing was led with enthusi­
asm by the minister, David
Gurney. Among the congrega­
tion were many parents of the
participating children in the
Sunday School.

Jenny Gilbertson, the Sun­
day School Superintendent,
opened the service and intro­
duced the various Sunday

School groups as they pre­
sented their items.

The junior section used the
theme "Telling others the mes­
sage of God". One class had
been in contact with the Napper
family in PNG. The children
had been learning how a mis­
sionary family live, problems
they have in a different coun­
try and how they spread the
word of God to the indigenous
people.

The senior class had been
studying Acts, particularly the
life of Stephen. Members of the
class mimed the stoning of

Stephen whileoneof them read
the story as a dialogue.

After a very enjoyable pres­
entation by the teachers and
children, David Gurney spoke
about our obligations to share
and spread the "Good News"
and how our news media is
often full of bad news, often in
direct contrast with the good
news of Jesus.

After the service the parents
and children were invited to
stay for a church family basket
tea. This was a time for the
church people to meet the par­
ents of the students.

Brown, and the State Member
for Port Curtis, Bill Prest, were
among the official guests.

Guest speaker was Don
Stewart, Federal Conference
President and Executive Direc­
tor of the Queensland Churches
of Christ Social Service De­
partment. Many fromtheother
denominations in Gladstoneas
well as people from the
Bundaberg and Rockhampton
churches joined in the occasion.

The church is a very relaxed
and friendly fellowship. There
are four small groups operat­
ing with approx 35 people in­
volved, an indoor cricket team,
which is being used to reach
the young people associated
with the church, and a pl ay time
group for parents and pre-
school-aged children. The
morning worship service aver­
ages between 40 and 45 since
moving to the new building-
The minister, Murray Thom­
son, and his wife Narelle are
planning to stay in Glad-stone
for a number of years to pr0'
vide a long-term ministry f°r
the area.

Murray is currently working
part time driving a school bus/
which is proving to be an inter
esting ministry itself.

22 September 199°



Mew Faculty
aft Carlingford

Brian and Joan White

The Churches of Christ in
NSW Theological College at
Carlingford has announced the
appointment of Brian White as
Director of Ministry and De­
velopment, to commence from
the beginning of 1992.

Brian will have responsibil­
ity in the development of the
college's new integrated train­
ing program, which will link
theory and practice very
strongly in training for minis­
try. Brian is well qualified for
this, having had effective local
church pastoral ministries at
Norlane, Vic, Telopea, NSW,

BICHENO, TASMANIA
Seaview Camp

Units for hire
Powered sites

Group camping
Tennis court

An area of great
scenic attraction

Manager:
Phone (003) 75 1247

Vic-Tas Department of
Mission, Education and

Development

Hawthorn, SA, and Caring-
bah, NSW. Since 1985 he has
been Field Director with the
Vic-Tas Department of Mis­
sion, Education and Develop­
ment and the Federal Board of
Christian Education. Brian is
highly respected throughout
Churches of Christ in Australia.
He was Conference President
in NSW in their Centenary
Conference Year and is now
President of the Vic-Tas Con­
ference.

Brian and his wife Joan have
worked together in marriage
and family education for about
20 years. They are well known
for their Christian marriage
enrichment seminars and their
building strong families
parenting seminars, which they
will continue in the new minis­
try. Joan will be directly in­
volved in the ministry of the
college also through the follow
up and support of recent
graduates and their families
and representing the college in
churches.

Brian and Joan have three
sons, one of whom is a gradu­
ate from Carlingford.

toy toymoimd CeDobtrsittes
T OCDttlh) Birthday

Roy Raymo n d will celebrate
his 100 th birthday on 1 October.
Born at Moonta, SA, he was the
sixth of a family of 12 children.
Forced to leave school at the
age of 10 because of serious eye
trouble, which persisted for
over two years, he commenced
employment on the copper
mines at Wallaroo Mines at the
age of 12.

At the age of 21 he received
an unexpected call to take up
the work as a Home Mission
worker on Eyre Peninsula, SA,
with Robert Harkness.
Friendships madein those days
in 1912 have been maintained
to this day with descendants of
the original families.

Further pioneering work as
a Home Mission worker fol­
lowed at Berri, with subse­
quent ministries in SA at
Murray Bridge, Kersbrook,
Williamstown, Gawler and
Nailsworth. He accepted a call
to Fremantle, WA, in 1932 and
further ministries followed at
Subiaco (two terms) and
Inglewood. He also served as
Home Missions Secretary and
State Evangelist in WA.

At the Federal level he was a
prime mover in the establish­

ment of the Federal Aborigi­
nes Mission Committee, serv­
ing as its first secretary, with
Albany Bell as chairman.

He is also remembered for
his leading role in the estab­
lishment of Bethesda Hospital
Inc. at Claremont in conjunc­
tion with Matron Beryl Hill.

Roy is in membership with
the Manning, WA, church
where he still takes an active
part in worship services from
time to time.

Ray Vincent, Editor of The
Western Christian, notes: "His
quality of life and his contribu­
tion to the Christian church
have been outstanding." 

Trombone EvangeDust
If you have heard a trom­

bone then you'll know that it
has a beautiful full melodic
sound, especially when played
by a master.

Sam Sal tar is such a master.
Heaccompanied Liberace, Judy
Garland and many others. He
was a musical "star" in
America—wealthy, feted and
famous—until one day he and
his wife (a Jew) came to know
the Lord.

Sam Saltar still plays the
trombone, but now the notes
rise in celebration and praise to
God.

For the last 25 years Sam and
Roni Saltar have travelled ex­
tensively, telling of God's
wonderful workings in their
lives, and sharing in music,
song and testimony. They op­

erate on faith giving at their
meetings.

On 2 September Sam and
Roni came to the Hadfield Sec­
ondary College for a night of
Christian Celebration organ­
ised by Louis Clun, minister of
the Coburg and Pascoe Vale,
Vic, Churches of Christ. It was
an interchurch event supported
by Brunswick Church of
Christ, three Uniting churches
and two Anglican churches. It
is the first time in quite a while
(if ever) that an outreach in­
volving different churches has
been conducted in the area.

Despite thebleak and stormy
weather 75 turned up for the
outreach service with several
making indications of commit­
ting their lives to Christ.

—C. Clun

22 September 1990 The Australian Christian (415) 7
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GUARANTEED USED CARS

LMCT4376

L®ttm from Wfcs

Glass
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Registration forms available from:
Kenmore Christian College, PC Box 55,
Kenmore 4069 (phone (07) 378 1988).

experience in the trade
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW-TELL YOUR FRIENDS

DON’T MISS THIS GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR
AN EVENING OF INSPIRATION AND
FELLOWSHIP WITH THE KENMORE

COMMUNITY

Letters are limited to 200
words

Father's Day
To the Editor,

Yesterday morning, 2 Sep­
tember, I was sitting in the choir
in our church proudly wearing 

8 (416)

Yours reflectively/
Tertius

at
St Paul's School, Strathpine, Brisbane,

on
6 October, commencing at 5.30 pm

GUEST SPEAKER: DR GORDON MOYES

SILVER JUBILEE
CELEBRATION BANQUET

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE
$16 (adults) $7 (children)

EVERYONE WELCOME

658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to “trade in" let TED
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long

COMING TO BRISBANE FOR FEDERAL
CONFERENCE?

Reserve your place NOW at the KCC

something otherthan thatcould
well lead to absurdity.

My point is that if the pas.
sage above is allowed to stand
as part of the original text Paul
really does appear to be at odds
with himself—a serious matter.

True, women did not exer­
cise leadership in the early
church (though note Acts21:9).
There were obviously social,
educational and (I would want
to argue given more space)
theological reasons why they
didn't.

Regarding deaconesses,
Dunn thinks that a more "rec­
ognised ministry or position of
responsibility" is implied at
Romansl6:l and thattheNIV's
"servant" is inadequate. He
further states that "the
fact. ..remains that Phoebe is the
first recorded 'deacon' in the
history of Christianity." And
Bruce thinks that Philippians
4:3 "does not suggest that Paul's
female co-workers played a
minor part as compared with
their male counterparts" (GNB
Commentary ad loc).

—H.K. Stothard
(Essendon, Vic)

daughter and son-in-law, so
left it on. I felt sad when think­
ing back to Mother's Day and
how we hand out white flow­
ers with a pin for any who forget
to wear one, but our dads seem
to get forgotten. Our dads are
just as important as mums.
While Ron does not agree with
the commercial side of Father's
Day, he appreciates the card
and the wearing of the red
flower.

—Brenda Talbot
(Magill, SA)

Women and Leadership
To the Editor,

Though grateful for Owen
Wainwright's interest in the
leadership issue, I feel he has
missed the point ("AC" 8 Sep­
tember). Far from undermin­
ing the authority of Scripture I
am seeking to uphold it (see
my letters "AC" 23 June and 4
August). As a textual critic
Metzger is simply stating a fact
not speculating about 1 Corin­
thians 14:34 and 35.

All evangelicals I know ac­
cept the Scripture "asoriginally
given". To be committed to 

To the Editor,
. Our church paper announced solemnly that "the quality of our

lives depends on our use of glass—whether we use it most as
mirrors or as windows".

I know what that means. Each morning on getting up I lookout
ofour bedroom windowto an ever-changingsceneofsunshineor
fnnori [“’c with abird or two thr0™in, and last weeka
fir J v ; Lrst herald of sPring- This gets me ready for the
mirror k °f day' lookin8 at mY early morning face in the

ouSv°P7tnfhCertainly USeful checks on us before we present
SS Public. But I'm sure we can overdo
for m^to lo^T 1 mean‘ Sometimes its easy enough
Tertius" solilom™y2yoebegone countenance and turn on a "poor
exaSeraS ? Conversely I can do a "Narcissus" and get
exaggerated ideas of myself.
ing whaSTseeeBuH?hta X °f checkin& UP on myself and aCCeptJ

*<eepailly’el/-eslXmlwhere3^be“ongs^e'r“ar'et^0'm00<'S''ean

my red flower for "Father's
Day", and as I looked about me
I realised I was the only one in
the whole church with one. My
first reaction was to take it off,
my second, no. I love my hus­
band very much, he is a loving
caring father to our son, 

—i



Catadoir

National
October
8-14 Federal Conference, Brisbane

Western Australia
October
1 Roy Raymond Train Excursion and Picnic
26 Centenary Thanksgiving
27 Music Festival
November
2 Dawn Communion
3 Centenary Dinner
4 Evangelistic Rally

Queensland
October
6 Kenmore Christian College jubilee Banquet
13 107th State Conference

Victoria
October
5 CCTC Celebrity Concert
6 Central & Northern District Conference Executive, Bendigo
7 Annual Offering, Department of Christian Union &

Ecumenical Affairs
26-27 Youth Ministry Leadership Seminar, Glen Waverley
27 Fete, Nursing Home, Murrumbeena
28 Annual Children's Sunday
November
6 Cup Day Bike Ride
10 Christian Guest Home, Oakleigh, Fete
16 CCTC Graduation Ceremony
25 Annual Offering, Department of Mission, Education &

Development
27 Christian Fellowship Association Dinner & Annual Meeting
December
1 Youth Vision Closing Event

South Australia
October
4 Women's Ministry Thursday Focus, Grote St
5-8 Adventure Camp
19-20 Social Justice Retreat
20 "At Home", Glenrose
19-21 Women's Camp
24 Ministers' Association
26-28 Women's Camp, Mylor
November
1 Women's Ministry Country Rally
17 Kidsmin Party Day
24 State Board
25 Community Care Volunteers Break-up
25 Evangelism Church Resources Offering
26-30 Retreat Camp
30 Ministers' Association
December
6 Women's Ministry Thursday Focus Christmas Meeting,

Grote St
6 CMS Christmas Service

New South Wales
October
5 CWF Convention Day, Bowral
November
2 CWF at Burwood
23 College Graduation
25 DCD Offering
December
7 CWF, Burwood
7-9 Summer of 90 Camp, Grassy Head

Christians Oira jordan CaOO
flw IMp

'There is nothing left for life."
"They took everything we

had. We came home like cattle
on the backs of trucks."

"We had to sleep at night in
the desert camps and Iraqi sol­
diers, they came in the night
and searched our pockets."

"I think what's happening is
crazy—•it's never happened in
Arab history."

"We left because we can't
find food, gasoline. There is
nothing for life there. Every­
thing in Kuwait has become
destroyed, and life there is
dangerous. There is no control,
no government. If you drive in
the streets there are no traffic
signals. The Iraqi Army has
destroyed everything there."

These are the testimonies of
some of the 200,000 refugees
who made a dash for thejorda-
nian border after Iraq invaded
Kuwait on 2 August. I n just one
day 42,000 swarmed into Jor­
dan and thousands more lined
up for 100 miles trying to es­
cape from Iraq. Nearly 100,000
were left at the port of Aqaba,
Jordan, waiting for a chance to
escape via the Red Sea. Many
of the refugees are workers
from Egypt, Sudan and Yemen
who are transiting through
Jordan tired, dirty, thirsty and
without any cash. Lack of food
and safety is causing them to
leave the Gulf area.

Jordan's King Hussein says
his country "is overwhelmed
by a flood of refugees and [this
is] straining the resources of
Jordan." His country is no
longer capable of "meeting the
needs of these people" without
international help.

Jordan has only a tiny Chris-
tian community, perhaps
200,000, but they are commit­
ted to working together to as­
sist the refugees. A committee
of Christian leaders in Amman
has been formed to organise a
relief project. Destitute refu­
gees, 250 at a time, 3,000 over
three months, will be given
shelterin Camp Gilead, a relief
centre. In Amman, food rations
will be distributed to 6,000 a
day. One of the Jordanian 

church leaders said, "The task
force is doing the best it can.
Weare working on a voluntary
basis and only with funds that
have been donated by Jorda­
nian Christians. The needs are
overwhelming."

This relief work coincides
with the desire of the Jordanian
government to meet the basic
needs of the refugees and gives
thechurchesof Jordan a unique
opportunity to work in co-op­
eration with the needs of the
Jordanian government. Chris-
tiansinjordan feel that it would
be an outstanding testimony
for the body of Christ to be
helping at this critical time in
thelifeof Jordan. King Hussein
has said on several occasions
that he feels it is the prayers of
the Christians that have sup­
ported him through numerous
assassination attempts and
throughout his 37-year rule. It
is rare that the body of Christ in
Jordan is positioned to meet
the needs of destitute people,
support the government and at
the same time have occasion
for solid proclamation of the
Gospel.

An experienced missionary
also points out: "There are a
large number of evangelical
Christians coming out of Iraq.
So anything we can do will be
helping Christians survive—a
group that is often ostracised
and probably won't get help
from anyone else. Ministering
to these refugees also gives us a
good opportunity to do some­
thing in the name of Christ in a
predominantly Muslim area.
Thousands of refugees are from
countries like Yemen that are
virtually closed to the Gospel."

TEAR Australia can for­
ward your gift to help the tiny
Jordanian church in its relief
mission and witness. TEAR's
address is PO Box 289, Haw­
thorn 3122.

I NEW HOPE 1
H CAN BE YOURS i
I DIAL (03) 11610 I
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by Muriel Port er (JointBoard
of Christian Education &
WCC Publications) $10.95

Withit Church of Christ
Opportunities now open for

new members of the
Withit Supporters Club

22 September 199°

POSITS
Violence and Pornography
An Assault on Human Dignify
by Hank Petrusma, MLC

This is a 12-page pamphlet that examines some of the material
linking violence and pornography. One of the reasons that Hank
has put this material together is his concern for the children of our
society. After his examination of some newspaper reports and
other literature regarding pornography and violence he makes
some suggestions for parents, including a large section regarding
television viewing. "Illis is followed by two short sections for
schools and broadcasters. Some of the suggestions relate specifi­
cally to Tasmania as Hank is a Member of the Legislative Council
of that state, however the appropriate addresses in other states
would be easily obtainable. Hank is associated with the Collins St,
Hobart, church. The paper is available from Hank Petrusma,
MLC, Parliament House, Hobart 7000. We are unaware of any
charge for the paper.

B©®fcs
Land of the
Spirit? -------- -----

Muriel I’ortcr
The Australian Religious
Experience

A Future and a Hope
by Lloyd Ogilvie (Word Publishing)
$10.50

Climbing across seaside boulders in
Scotland, Lloyd Ogilvie slipped and fell,
shattering his left leg. The beach was de­
serted and night was coming. Dragging
himself along he cried out to God and
knew that he was promising him “a future
and a hope". Nearly three hours later he
saw a man out walking who "happened"
to be a doctor and thus Lloyd Ogilvie was
rescued.

His long months of convalescence gave
him time to see that his experience was a metaphor of life. He was
at the time researching for a book on the Christian's hope. His
experiences helped him to better understand the whole concept
of hope that God gives to the Christian. This book is the result of
that research and the very close shave that Lloyd Ogilvie had.

Dr Ogilvie examines the way that Christ in our lives gives us a
hope for the future. He constantly examines the various Scripture
passages on hope and he shows how the Bible constantly shows
that hope in the midst of darkness is a promise of God to all who
follow him. The author also shows how the hope of the Christian
can set them free from their past and how our hopefulness can
lead to us encouraging others. —CRA

This book has been written
to supply delegates to the
World Council of Churches
Assembly to be held in Can­
berra next year an account of
the development of Austral­
ia's spiritual life.

It is a potted history of Aus­
tralia that concentrates on the
effect of Australia's history
on the current religious scene
here.

Readers should be aware
that this book is written pri­
marily for people who have little or no knowledge of Australia
and its history and thus it is sometimes sweeping in assumptions
and does not cover every little incident and influence on our
culture. Muriel Porter was further limited in the rangeof material
covered in being limited to 30,000 words.

Thankfully an idea to write the book by a committee was
overturned.

Muriel Porter very skilfully explores the achievements of the
religious community in Australia and explores some of the sig­
nificant failures over the past 200 years.

As one other reviewer noted: "One of Dr Porter's most valuable
emphases is the way that she links the story of service to the
community within the communication of Christianity."

This book will still serve the church in Australia very well.
It deserves to beread and reflected upon in all ourchurches. We

need to explore further many of the points she raises about
Australian society and their relationship with the church and to
work through the implication of this for Churches of Christ and
individual churches.

—CRA

LAND OF THE SPIRIT?
"Die Australian Religious Experience

International Children's Bible ©actionary
by Lynn Waller (Worthy Publishing) $20

Designed for primary-school-aged children, this is an excellent
resource for leaders of Sunday schools, childrens clubs and other
ministries with children. The alphabetical dictionary has over 100
line illustrations to help children better understand the words
and concepts being explained. The language is simple and there
are clear instructions as to where the words are found in the Bible.
There is an excellent one-page summary on the front page on how
to use the dictionary. The price for this hardcover book is very
reasonable. __tra

Your annual dues entitle you to
regular benefits, e.g. discounts

at the church's fetes
Be in the draw for various

surprises
Mention in the executive's

prayers
Early marks from Sunday
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Rob Williams, Bishop Hearn and Roger Brown outside
Cartrell Memorial Church

The unusual phenomenon of
an Anglicanbishopbeingguest
preacher at a Church of Christ
anniversary service in a united
parish in which that church is
partner with a Uniting
Church—this was thesituation
for the 70th anniversary of
Dulwich, SA, on 19 August.

UCandCofC members meet
unitedly in the fine Rose Park
building of the former Meth­
odist, now UC, church, widely
known as Gartrell Memorial,
after its original benefactor. The
parish includes former
Congregationalists of the sub­
urb. Why an Anglican bishop
in this ecumenical setting?

Answer: The Right Rev
George Hearn, Bishop of
Rockhampton, Queensland,
was a graduate of the then
College of theBibleinl956and
pastor of Dulwich church in
1957-61.

With his wife Adele he went
on to our church at Warragul,
Vic. Invited to train for the
Anglican priesthood and hav­
ing strong leanings to the tradi­
tions of that church, he took a
BA and ThL at La Trobe Uni­
versity and was ordained in
1964.

Rural and Anglican B oard of
Education appointments fol­
lowed, and in 1981 he was, to
his surprise (he says), given
charge of the diocese of
Rockhampton.

Early this year, with the ap­
proach of Dulwich's 70th mile­
stone as a full-fledged church
(seven years of cottage meet­
ings had preceded its chapel 

opening), Ken Allison, one of
Dulwich's noted lay leaders,
heard that Bishop Hearn was
coming south for meetings in
NSW and Victoria.

Ken suggested inviting the
minister of 30-odd years ago to
be the guest for the perfect
number anniversary, and this
was enthusiastically taken up
and accepted.

So the robed (but not mitred
for this occasion) prelate
stepped into Gartrell's lofty
pulpit to preach the occasional
sermon. And a packed audi­
ence of 300 crowded the church,
including the gallery. Six sur­
viving former ministers of
Dulwich were present. Two
others, Geoff Whiting and
Milton Drake, sent apologies.

The parish's two current
ministers, Bob Williams (UC)
and Roger Brown (C of C)
conducted the service, includ­
ing communion (individual
cup distribution to pews).
Bishop Hearn had been asked
whether he would like to ad­
minister communion; he said
this wouldbeinappropriatebut
he would be pleased to receive
communion with other mem­
bers of the congregation.

The welcome and call to
worship had been given by Jack
Ludbrook, the only current
member of Dulwich who was
at the 1920 opening, John
Allison (Blackwood) wasatthe
organ and immediate past UC
ministerTed Bray and his wife
Noreen joined the choir.

Elsie Macintosh, 80, and
David Tregenza read the les­

sons and Ngaire Llewellyn
developed a role play with the
children using vari-coloured
balloons.

After lunch Ed Ots (Vic),
Cynthia Snow and Jennifer
Higgins led us "Down
Memory Lane" with reminis­
cences, and there was a thank
you to the Gartrell ladies for
superb help with food and
serving.

An extensive memorabilia
exhibition was displayed. On

Betty and George Wood
conducted a series of meetings
at Bordertown, Mundulla and
Keith, SA, over 1-9 September
that were titled "A Certain
Word in an Uncertain World".

George is known as a Chris­
tian communicator, evangelist
and gospel speaker. The Woods
came to us from the Thomlie,
WA, church, where they are
currently ministering. Previ­
ously they have had ministries
at Norwood and Hawthorn
churches in South Australia and
South Perth, WA, before join­
ing with Leighton Ford of the
Billy Graham Crusade team.
Folowing this, George then
pastored Central Christian
Church, Witchita, USA, and
Blackwell Christian Church,
USA.

the preceding Friday night
district ministers, the secretary
of the SA Council of Churches
(Janet Wood), and others joined
us to hear Bishop Hearn's ac­
count of his journey in ministry
from Dulwich to Bishop'sCourt
at Rockhampton.

He answered questions and
listened to a statement by a
leading Roman Catholic lay­
man supporting co-operation
and a distant hope of unity.

-JL

With his prayer partner, Bill
Bowden, George was well pre­
pared for his time at
Bordertown. The church had
also prepared with home study
groups and prayer meetings
some weeks beforehand.

George spoke at a men's
breakfast to a gathering of 84
on the first morning. A ladies
coffee hour on three occasions
gave Betty an opportunity to
address 162 women.

The final night was one to
remember when George and
Bill conducted the final service
with old-timegospelhymnsled
by Bill.

All meetings were completed
with an invitation. Over the
period of the mission 1,200 at­
tended the various meetings.

—Bill Carson

Married Couple
required as

Managers
of a 21-unit village located in Croydon, Vic.

Applicants should be practising Christians, able to
relate to elderly folk, be reasonably handy and capable

of all management functions.
A job specification is available by phoning (03) 725
9739 or the Croydon church office (03) 723 6500.

A nominal remuneration and fully maintained 2-BR
unit is available.

Applications, in writing, to M/s Isobel Marshall, c/o 11
Jackson St, Croydon 3136, by 8 October 1990.

Tarralla Christian Retirement Village

The Woods firn SA
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Human foetuses have been
sacrificed by devil worship­
pers in Adelaideand animal
sacrifices are being prac­
tised in the Adelaide Hills,
Anglican priest David Binns
has claimed in an interview
with the Adelaide Advertiser.
It is interesting that in his
youth David Binns was a
memberof the Dulwich, SA,
Church of Christ. He is cur­
rently the priest at St Luke's
Anglican Church in the city,
where he has been the priest
for 25 years.

SIM Australia has an­
nounced the release from
Iraq of Alan Barnett. Alan
is the 15-year-old son of
SIM missionaries, pres­
ently in Scotl and. Al an was
seen in the background
of the video showing
Saddam Hussein with the
hostages shown recently
on television screens
around the world. Alan
had landed in Kuwait
during the Iraqi invasion
and had been held in
Baghdad.

SIM's radio ELWA and hos­
pital facilities just outside
Monrovia, Liberia, have
been "flattened" according
to German mine operators
who have just come out of
the country. All 22,000
refugees fled the ELWA
campus when SIM person­
nel were evacuated when
word was received that the
Liberation army would shell
the radio station to keep it
from being used by the
rebels, but until now this
could not be confirmed.

Trans World Radio's
president and founder Dr
Paul Freed was recently In
Czechoslovakia for meet­
ings with government of­
ficials regarding TWR's
use of that country's su­
per-power broadcasting
facilities for gospel radio
ministry programming.

A cut of SI 00 million from
the foreign aid program
effectively negated the
generosity of the Australian
community, which would
give about SI 00 million in
donations to aid agencies
this year. This was the
message from 12 aid agen­
cies to the Federal Govern­
ment after the disappoint­

12 (420)

ment of further cuts to al­
ready depleted aid funds.
They said the cuts meant
foreign aid had plunged to
its lowest level in 25 years.

Japan is the world's big­
gest foreign aid giver,
having spent $9 billion
on aid to theThlrd World
last year. Japan has
pushed the United
States, at $7.7 billion,
into second place for the
first time. In terms of
gross national product
(GNP) the most generous
donors are the Scan­
dinavians and the Dutch.

Rally for Family is introduc­
ing Life Chain, a form of
anti-abortion protest, to
Australia on 14 October in
Brisbane. The Life Chain
strategy is to have hundreds
of concerned citizens line
thefootpath of a busy street
holding placards with the
message "Abortion Kills
Children". It is proposed to
hold the protest on Coro­
nation Drive, Bowen Bridge
Rd (near the Royal Brisbane
Hospital) or Ipswich Road
(near PA Hospital) between
1 and 2 pm.

The Essendon, Vic, Branch
of the Bible Society is
holding a meeting with
Dr Mae Reggy, a re­
nowned linguist from
Nairobi, Kenya, on 25
September at 1.30 pm at
the Essendon Church of
Christ, Buckley St. The af­
ternoon will also Include
Items by pianist Romney
King and tenor Geoffrey
Dean.

A national renewal cam­
paign, to be known as "The
Southern Cross Crusade
2000AD"isbeing launched
by the Festival of Light. They
describe it as the most im­
portantcampaign since the
formation of the Festival of
Light in 1973. The first
major public event will be
the 1990 Kings Cross Jesus
March to be held on 1 Oc­
tober, which is a public
holiday in Sydney. The
march will commence at
Central Railway Station and
proceed to El Alamein
Fountain in Kings Cross.

On 28-29 July hundreds
gathered at Long Bedlan,

Borneo, to celebrate the
arrival of the Kayan Bible.
The sponsoring church
was the Kayan Church, a
division of the Evangelical
Church of Borneo (SIB).
Soon after the Kayans
began to turn to the
Christian faith in 1949-
50, the Kayan language
was written for the first
time and transl ation work
began.

The following people con­
nected with Churches of
Christ in Vanuatu were
awarded the 10th Inde­
pendence Anniversary
medal by the Vanuatu Gov-
emmentinjuly: MorrieTabi
(Bible translator and elder),
Wilson Webak (pastor),
Kathy Solomon (National
Council of Women), Jonas
Tabi (businessman), Samuel
Vusi (pastor, Bible College
Principal), Allick Vuti (pas­
tor).

A further stamp sale Is be­
ing held at the Blackburn
Baptist Church on 27 Oc­
tober. Churches of Christ
will have a stall at that
sale and any Australian or
overseas stamps could be
delivered to the Box Hill
church or ring Ern Blake
on (03) 803 4858 If you
have stamps that could
be sold to provide Bible
correspondence courses
In India.

Tasmania's Christian FM
Broadcastersgroup haswon
the licence to broadcast in
the northwest of the state,
but only if they drop the
"Christian" from their title.
The station will be known
as Coastal FM.

The Australian Teachers'
Union wants compulsory
AIDS education in state
schools, Irrespective of the
students' religious or cul­
tural beliefs. But they op­
pose mandatory testing
for the HIV virus, despite
the advantages of early
detection.

1 million face starvation in
southern Angola after 3
yearsof crop failure. African
Evangelical Fellowship
missionary Stephen Foster
calls it "a serious situation
which is rapidly escalating
into a national tragedy".

The most common source
of help or encouragement
to American adults Is their
Immediate family. 56% of
all Americans say they turn
to their family when they
have problems or con­
cerns, according to the
Barna Research Group.
43% of those polled
turned to personal friends
for help, while 38% often
go to the Bible for help.

Allan Male, a Churches of
Christ minister in Queens­
land, has founded the
Shaftesbury Citizenship
Centre at Burpengary,
north of Brisbane. 20 pris­
oners will be released 3
months before their sen­
tences end to enable them
to participate in a govern­
ment-approved program
run by the centre to reorient
them to society.

When Ervin Borgfeldt of
San Francisco died In
1985, he left $100 to his
wife, whom he was about
to divorce, and be­
queathed the rest of his
fortune to "Lutheran
children's home of Aus­
tralia". No such charity
exists, but a 2-year legal
battle in the US has re­
sulted in the Lutheran
Church here being
awarded $1 million for
work with children. Atrust
fund is being established.

Evening news should not
be broadcast on TV before
7.30 pm because of its
violent content, a Uniting
Church report has advised.

Christian leaders else­
where In the Gulf region
think Christians in Kuwait
are coping and attempt­
ing to maintain services
In the wake of the Iraqi
!?Laston' though this Is
difficult to confirm be­
cause of the disruption of
communications. The 3
main church buildings in
overwhelmingly Islamic
Kuwait are Anglican, Ro­
man Catholic and Re­
formed (Evangelical).
1 here are dozens of other
congregations worship­
ping, mainly In Aslan lan­
guages.

The Australian Christian

After 128 years of publica-
tion The Advocate, the 

weeklypaperof the Roman
Catholic Church in Victo.
ria, has been closed down
Financial difficulties were
given as the reason for the
sudden and unexpected
closure.

"Island Breeze", a 17.
member Polynesian
group that features na­
tional dances and musk
of the Pacific islands, is
touring Western Australia
and Adelaide during Sep-
tember, October and No­
vember. The professional
group is based with
WYAM and details of
performances can be ob­
tained from WYAM offices
in the relevant states. One
purpose of the tour is to
share the gospel with
Aborigines. The final part
of thetour Involves taking
part In the official enter­
tainment for the Grand
Prix In Adelaide.

The demand for weddings
at Stjohn's Anglican Church
in Toorak, Melbourne, Vic,
is so high that the parish
has installed an assistant
priest solely for marriage
ministry, including running
marriage preparation and
enrichment courses.

The next Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Rt Rev.
George Carey, says that
he Is "going for growth"
as he takes up his new
appointment.

A Baptist evangelist has re­
portedly been beheaded
aftera mission in Bangalore.
The Baptist World Alliance
has written to Baptists in
India asking for more details
on the death of Rev.
Paravastu in order to make
a protest to the authorities.

There are one-third fewer
Christians in East Ger­
many than official church
statistics show, according
to a sociological Institute
in East Berlin. A poll re-
vealsthat21%oftheadult
population of the GDR
consider themselves *’r0‘
testant, and just 3.6%
Catholics. According t°
statistics for 1986, pub­
lished by the two churches
last December, the per­
centages were 30.7% an“
6.3% respectively.
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Community Praise t
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10 am: College
Devotions
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Eqiunnpjpimg God’s Servants for Mmisftry
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Enquiries: The Principal, PO Box 55, Kenmore 4069 (phone (07) 378 1988)
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IB0DO NewmM Crasadle
The Prime Minister of Vanu­

atu, Walter Lini, warmly wel­
comed Bill Newman and his
team to the islands. His con­
cern for his people was obvi­
ous. His heartfelt desire to have
God's Word preached to the
people of Vanuatu was very
encouraging. The crusade was
part of the 10th anniversary of
independence celebrations.

"Please pray for us," was a
request from a man who be­
lieves. "InGod WeStand."This
is not just a convenient motto
for Vanuatu but a declared ex­
pression of intention and "way
of life" in this Pacific country.

In Vila
"I am very pleased that you

have come to speak to the men
in my command." The Com­
mander of the Vanuatu Mobile
Force, Lieutenant Colonel
Takal, was a witness to his men.
His special unit has the respon­
sibility of protecting the gov­
ernment and keeping the peace.

The meeting with the offic­
ers and men resulted in many
of them accepting Christ as
Lord and Saviour.

"We realise that without the
preaching of the Gospel over
the last 150 years we would not
be where we are today," said
theMinisterforHome Affairs,
Mr Ulol Abil, recognising the
vital work of the early mission­
aries who came from many na­
tions—Samoa, Canada, Eng­
land, Australia and New Zea­
land.

On the small island of
Aneityum there stands a
monument to the ministry of
one of the first missionaries,
John Geddie: "When he
landed here in 1848 there were
no Christians; when he left in
1872 there were no heathen."

On Ambae
Jackson, a custom chief from

a hill village on Ambae Island
welcomed us to Nduindui with
the words: "Just as the first
missionary came and he was
welcomed and protected by our
customs and able to move
around and preach the Gospel
to the people, so this has con­
tinued up until this time when
you are visiting us."

Jackson was one of the first
men to walk forward in the
Crusade meeting.

In Santo
The Shire Clerk of Santo to wn

stood quietly in the rain to pro­
claim his desire to confess
Christ. '1 want to put things
right with the Lord," he said
with dignity and assurance.

On Tanna
Chief Tom Numake is a col­

ourful character and warm
Christian personality. Tom
said: "Only 25% of the 22,000
people who live on Tanna have
accepted Christ. Jesus is the an­
swer to the thousands on this
island who have rejected
Christianity and chosen 'cus­
tom'. We need to reach our

Bill Newman with father Walter Linl, Vanuatu's Prime
Minister

people with evangelistic teams
in the future. You challenge us
and encourage us by coming to
share the Gospel."

Tanna Island is the home of
the John Frum cargo cult. This
movement grew out of a rejec­
tion of the white man and "his
religion".The people fixed their
attention on certain physical
objects as symbols of the new
way. As a traveller passing
through the jungle of Tanna
you might come unexpectedly
upon a clearing in the trees,
whereyou might find a roughly 

carved and brightly painted
aeroplane and a little painted
gate. These symbolise the
planes that were to bring cargo
and gates leading out to a new
way. But the planes could not
fly and no cargo came from the
outside world. And the little
gates opened on no paths.

They led nowhere. The
prophets of John Frum had led
the people away from the truth
to a false trail.

As Tom Numake testified
clearly to the hundreds who
gathered on the Lenakel Sports
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We ©did CcmjpOe
It was abit embarrassing. All

the people of the area were there
to collect firewood and other
necessary things fora feast and
now they were enjoying a great
laugh at me. They were calling
out: 'The whiteman is carrying
firewood, he whiteman is car­
rying firewood." It was a bit of
a joke too. Old Abel would not
let me carry oneof the big pieces
that the other men and women
were carrying. He picked out a
small branch for me and one
for himself. 1 picked up a sec­
ond one and followed him to
the area where they would do
the cooking for the forthcom­
ing marriage.

So that is how they welcomed
us. Although I had sent two
messages to say I was coming
to Wujumwel on Central Pen­
tecost that day, my arrival was
a surprise to all. However Abel
looked after me well. I heard a
lot of the history of the church
as we walked around the area.
But what an odd couple we
were!

Abel is a 74-year-old ni-
Vanuatu who is not much over
5 ft. I am 37 and just short of 6 ft.
Going down the steep slippery
paths between the villages,
Abel stops to cut me a stick to
support me. He tells me he is all
right as he has his bush knife.

Field: "When Jesus said, 1 am
the way, the truth and the life;
no man comes to the Father but
by me,' he was speaking the
truth."

Response
Over 2,000 men, women and

children responded to the invi­
tation to come to Christ in the
three weeks of meetings, be­
ginning at Nduindui on
Ambae Island,then on Santo in
Luganville Township, after
which a week was spent in Port
Vila concluding at Lenakel on
Tanna Island.

It was estimated that 30,000
came to the meetings. They
represented a cross section of
the Vanuatu people.

On Santo men and women
gathered from the islands of
Maewo, Ambae, Pentecost,
Malo, Mavea, Tutuba, Aore,
Paama and Malekula.

Man from Tanna Island at
the Crusade

In Port Vila, the capital of
Vanuatu, men and women
from the northern and south­
ern islands of this archipelago
of 83 islands came to hear the
Gospel. One of those who was
actively involved in the
outreach in Vila was Tom
Avelvel from the southern is­
land of Erromango (also called
the Martyrs Island), unique in
Pacific history as a place of vio­
lence and death for the early
Christian workers. In 1839 John
Williams and James Harris
were murdered at Dillon's Bay
on Erromango. James Gordon,
missionary to Erromango, who
himself was also murdered,
wrote: "Every beach on this ill-
fated island has been stained
with the blood of foreigners."

The parable of the sower
teaches us that after faithfully
proclaiming God's Word, there
will be various reactions, due
to ignorance, the work of en­
emy persecution, the worries
of this life and the deceitful­
ness of wealth—but what was
sown on good "heart soil" is
the person who hears the word,
believes and understands it.

In preparing for the Crusade
550 men and women were
trained as counsellors. These
people, along with the follow­
up program, will encourage
and nurture the spiritual
growth of these new Christians
to a better understanding of
God's Word.

—David Eagling

He still has to wait for me as
he sure-footedly leads the way
down while I slither and slide
and squelch through the mud.
Going up the other side is a bit
different. He has to stop often
to catch his breath and I say a
little prayer asking the Lord
not to let him have a heart at­
tack or something just because
I said I would like to have a
look around.

We went past the first place
where they built a chapel in the
area and several other places
where there used to be villages.
All the people from some of
those places have died out now.
Abel talks about how God is
faithful but sometimes men are
not faithful. He was a speaker
at the recent 10th Celebration
of Independence in this area
and he told me he warned the
people there then of the result
of unfaithfulness. He talked of
some of these villages that had
accepted the Gospel but were
not faithful and today they are
extinct.

He talked of his own life too.
In 1966 after Old Seth could no
longer do the work, Abel was
made an elder. At that time he
was the only one in the area
who presided at the Lord's Ta­
ble on Sunday but he quickly
taught others to do it and
passed on the work. Earlier he
had volunteered to go and work 

among the heathen on South
Pentecost. It was supposed to
be a three-month stint but no
one came to take his place so he
stayed for six months. He went
home for a little while and then
went back for nine months.

While I was with him,
Dorothy Smith was visiting
South Pentecost. Abel told me
how they used to help Sister
Smith and that there were no
roads for trucks in the area then.
He wanted her to come and see
the roads.

I suggested that at 80 years
she may not be up to the trip. (It
took me two hours to go the 20
km to get there in a four-wheel-
drive vehicle and I had quite a
headache after it.) Instead I ar­
ranged for him and a couple of
other older men to come back
south with me to meet her. He
was glad to do that.

I came home to Ambae feel­
ing satisfied that I had made it
possible for him to have that
privilege and that all was ar­
ranged for him to get a ride
back home. I found out later
that he had decided not to wait
the extra day for the ride but
walked home.

It is an education and I count
it a great privilege to have spent
two days in his company even
though we made such an odd
couple.

—Lyall Muller

Lyall with Abel and his grandchildren
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Exciting Changes for Carlingford

i—|i—i he winds of change are blowing and
they promise some exciting times for
Carlingford. For nearly fifty years the 

College has trained men and women for
ministry both in Australia and overseas. The
College has always sought to train in a way
that is relevant and practical. The changes
will continue this commitment.

Certificate Course for Retirees
There are many retirees throughout Australian

Churches of Christ who are strongly committed to
Christ and his service and who can contribute much
to the ministry of their local church or another
church.

We believe that with some additional training in
biblical, theological and specific skills areas these
people would have the confidence and capacity to be
ministry assistants in a voluntary capacity.

From 1991 we will be offering a one-year certifi­
cate course, which can be taken full time or part
time. The course includes a semester of basic courses
in Old and New Testament, theology and other
resources courses. Emphasis is also placed on faith
development. The second semester allows students
to choose specialist courses for development of par­
ticular skills.

Diploma Changes
For some time the College has been considering a

closer integration of theory, practice and spiritual
formation in the Diploma of Ministry. The result is
a major alteration in the Diploma of Ministry, which
will mean less time spent in the classroom and more
time in supervised field work. The prospects are very
exciting.

The course will contain eight semesters, the first
of which is spent entirely in the College and the last
entirely in the field. The other six semesters are
spent half and half. Many of the practical subjects
will be taught in a “hands on” fashion.

We believe that this will result in better trained,
more practical and more aware graduates.

Director of Ministry and Development
Tim Hanna, who for the last two years has been

Field Director, will be concluding his ministry at the
end of this year. He has brought flair and imagina­
tion to the task. Finding a replacement has not been
easy.

We are delighted that Brian White will take up
the role of Director of Ministry and Development at
the beginning of 1992. Brian will concentrate on
field education and some public relations work for
the College. Together with his wife Joan he will lead
marriage enrichment and family sem inars. This is an
area in which Brian and Joan have great expertise.

Joan will also have a ministry to graduates as well
as sharing in some public relations work.

New Building
To alleviate accommodation problems and to

facilitate worship we are undertaking an extensive
building program. A new chapel is to be built and
extra accommodation for both single and married
students is to be provided. The cost will be $350,000.

These measures have become necessary because
of the growth of the College in recent years.

Modules
In 1991 the College will be offering three mod­

ules. The first, “The Holy Spirit and the Christian
Life”, will be offered in February. The other two,
The Pastor and Change” and “Biblical Perspectives

on Women” will be offered in June.
These courses are open to anyone who might care

to participate.

Conversion Course
As part of Carlingford’s involvement with the

Sydney College of Divinity we are able to teach a
conversion course for students who have a recog'
msed diploma. This enables them to upgrade the
diploma to a Bachelor of Theology degree.

are currentlY graduates from both the
ChurchesofChristTheological College atMulgrave
and Kenmore Christian College undertaking the
conversion course.
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The expression ‘He is so heavenly minded he is of no

We’re taking a
new approach to
Iminis training

earthly use’ suggests a person suffering from an inability to translate theory into practice.
At Carlingford college we believe theory must be put into practice to be relevant.

From 1991 our course structure will involve 50% theory and 50% supervised practical
ministry content. Why? because Jesus taught his disciples by word and deed.

This initiative is one of several new developments at the college and reflects a
contemporary approach to ministry training, while maintaining the fundamental principles
of Biblical teaching.

Would you like to know more about the college or the courses available? Our
principle Keith Farmer would welcome the opportunity of having a chat with you. Keith
can be contacted at the college weekdays on (02) 630 7533.

Churches of Christ (in NSW) Theological College
Carlingford NSW 2118
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• North Turramurra,
NSW
The 25-Year
Thread]

For 25 years the North
Turramurra, NSW, church has
been weaving a tapestry. The
reverse side of this tapestry is a
mass of threads and knots, but
one thread is unbroken, con­
tinuous—the thread of the
Christian Women's Fellow­
ship.

The thread was woven
around thought-provoking,
educational and challenging
meetings, around social occa­
sions for fun and fellowship
with the whole church family
and around fundraising for
many Christian organisations
and for the needs of Churches
of Christ here and overseas.
Most importantly, the thread
has touched the lives of many
women.

Over the years, numbers
have waxed and waned for the
usual reasons. Many have been
warmly welcomed and some
have moved to other locations
or other churches and some
have passed away.

As the Christian Women's
Fellowship also celebrates its
25th anniversary, it is our
prayer that all these women
have not only enjoyed the ben­
efits—already mentioned—but
have also experienced the aims
and purpose of CWF. That is
the development of Christian
character through worship and
study, stewardship, service and
responsibility and the growth
and co-ordination of women's
work and outreach. Our
present CWF is looking for­
ward with pleasure to the
young women of the church,
many in similar positions now
to us 25 years ago, becoming
the CWF of the future, looking
toward thechallengestheyears
will bring and the 50th anni­
versary.

—Presented by Lorraine
Hensby for the 25th anniver­

sary of the North Turramurra
CWF and forwarded to us by

Lyla Beckingham, Secretary
of the NSW Christian
Women's Fellowship.

• Southern Bayside,
Victoria
Coimifeireinice

The CWF Southern Bayside
Conference was held at
Hampton St, Vic,church on 29
August with an attendance of
50 ladies representing seven
churches.

Loma Cooper of Hampton
Street presided. Thedevotional
leader was Jean Preston. Solos
were rendered by Barbara Pitts.

The speaker was State Presi­
dent, Helen Hall. She spoke of
her visit to Vanuatu and
showed slides of places where
our missionaries have worked
and many other places of inter­
est.

Support of the Banmatmat
Bible College continues and
this year $500 is being for­
warded for screen doors for the
married students' quarters and
to provide sweets for the staff
and students and families for
Christmas.

—Win Lees

• Townsville, QW

Lsdfes
Retreat

TheTownsville,Qld,church
held its annual Ladies Retreat
at Camp Irwin on 4 and 5 Au­
gust on the theme "Towards
2000—The Woman's Role"

27 attended. A group came
from Charters Towers and
some even came from Mel­
bourne.

Study leader this year was
Elke Benz from Gatton. Her
three studies were "God's Lib­
erated Woman", "God's
Woman Married" and "God's
Career Woman". Her talks
ranged from the single and
married woman through to
wives of non-Christian hus­
bands.

From a personal point of
view and as a first-timer, the
sharing and prayer time were
immensely encouraging. The
topics were practical and en­
lightening. I came away with a
renewal of faith, new friends
and a lot of practical help.

—Jenny Faulkener

• Western Australia

Convention
55 ladies from 17 churches

came together on the weekend
of 17-19 August for the 1990
WA Women's Convention at
Lake Cooloongup campsite.
Despite the wintry weather and
smaller numbers, it was a won­
derful time. Camp director was
WA Women's Conference
President, Lesley Hogben,
from Wembley. Studies on the
theme "New Things" were
brought by Shirley Burton
from Busselton.

The praise times were led by
Jane Hogben from -, assisted
on the piano by Doris
McClelland from Wembley.
Ruth Bergsma and her helpers 

in the kitchen provided the
meals. The Saturday afternoon
program included Chris Ham­
mer, Helen Maiden, Nola
Springett and Dawn
Townsend, who all spoke
briefly, prompting a time of
questions and sharing to help
understand the situations and
points of view of others. On
Saturday evening Betty Wood
from Thomlie shared her re­
flections on church life in the
USA. The camp had its lighter
moments. The Friday evening
social time and the Saturday
evening concert provided great
fun.

The convention was a tre­
mendous time of fellowship
and spiritual refreshment and
all who attended highly rec­
ommend next year's conven­
tion to all women.

—Marian Hall

STREET
CHUM ©E CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m. Worship & Communion

Services
7.00 p.m. Gospel Celebration

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (0812721600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515
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